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LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


5 1. The family from which lam derived isnot 
an ignoble one, but hath descended all along from 
the priests; and as nobility among several people 
is of a different origin, so, with us, to be of the 
sacerdotal dignity, is an indication of the splen¬ 
dor of a family. Now, I am not only sprung 
from a sacerdotal family in general, but from the 
first of the tweDty-four* courses; and as among 
us there is not only a considerable difference be¬ 
tween one family of each course and another, I 
am of the chief family of that first course also; 
nay, farther, by my mother I am of the royal 
blood; for the children of Asamoneus, from whom 
that family was derived, had both the office of the 
high priesthood, and the dignity of a king, for a 
long time together. I will accordingly set down 
my progenitors in order. My grandfather's father 
was named Simon, with the addition of Psellus: 
he lived at the same time with that son of Simon 
the high priest, who, first of all the high priests, 
was named Hyrcanus. This Simon Psellus had 
nine sons, one of whom was Matthias, called 
Ephlias; he married the daughter of Jonathan 
the high priest, which Jonathan was the first of 
the sons of Asamoneus, who was high priest, and 
was the brother of Simon the high priest also. 
This Matthias had a son called Matthias Curtus, 
and that in the first year of the government of 
Hyrcanus; his son’s name was Joseph, born in 
the ninth year of the reign of Alexandra; his son 
Matthias was born in the tenth year of the reign 
of Archelaus; as was I born to Matthias on the 
first year of the reign of Caius Caesar. I have 
three sons: Hyrcanus, the eldest, was born on 
the fourth year of the reign of Vespasian; as was 
Justus born on the seventh, and Agrippa on the 
ninth. Thus have I set down the genealogy of 
"my family, as I have found it described f in the 
public records, and so bid adieu to those who 
calumniate me, [as of a lower original.] 

2. Now my father Matthias was not only emi¬ 
nent on account of his nobility, but had a higher 
commendation on account of his righteousness, 
and was in great reputation in Jerusalem, the 
greatest city we have. I was myself brought up 
with my brother, whose name was Matthias, for 
he was my own brother, by both father and mo* 

* We may lienee correct the error of the Latin copy 
of the second book against Apion.sect. 7, 8. (for the 
Greek is there lost) which says there were then only 
four tribes or courses of the priests, instead of twenty- 
four.—Nor is this testimony to be disregarded, as if Jo¬ 
sephus there contradicted what be had affirmed here, 
because even the account there given, better agrees to 
twenty-four than to four courses, while he says that 
each of these courses contained above 3000 men, which 
multiplied by only four, will make not more than 20,000 
priests; whereas the number 120,000, as multiplied by 
24, seems much the most probable, they being about 
one-tent li of the whole people, even after the captivity. 
See Ezra ii. 36—39. Neh. vii.39—12. 1 Esd. v. 24, 23. 
with Ezra ii. G4. Nell. vii. GO. 1. Esd. v. 41. Nor will 
this common reading or notion of hut four courses of 
priests, agree with Josephus’s own farther assertion 
elsewhere. Antiq. b. vii. ch. xiv. sect. 7. that David’s 
partition of the priests into twenty-four courses had 
continued to that day. 

t An eminent example of the care of the Jews about 
their genealogies, especially as to the priests. See Cont. 
Ap. b. i. ch. 7. 

X When Josephus here says, that from sixteen to nine- 


ther; and I made mighty proficiency in the im¬ 
provements of my learning, and appeared to 
have both a great memory and understanding. 
Moreover, when I was a child, and about four¬ 
teen years of age, I was commended by all for 
the love I had to learning; on which account the 
high priests and principal men of the city came 
then irequently to me together, in order to know 
my opimon about the accurate understanding of 
points of the law. And when I was about six¬ 
teen years old, I had a mind to make trial of the 
several sects that were among us. These sects 
are three; the first is‘that of the Pharisees, the 
second that of the Sadducees, and the third that 
of the Essens, as we have frequently told you; 
for I thooght that by this means I might choose 
the best, if I were once acquainted with them 
all; so I contented myself with hard fare, and 
underwent great difficulties, and went through 
them all. Nor did I content myself with these 
trials only; but when I was informed that one 
whose name was Banus, lived in the desert, who 
used no other clothing than grew upon trees, and 
had no other food than what grew of its own ac¬ 
cord, and bathed himself in cold water frequent¬ 
ly, both by night and by day, in order to preserve 
his chastity, I imitated him in those things, and 
continued with him for three years. | So when I 
had accomplished my desires, I returned back to 
the city, being now nineteen years old, and began 
to conduct myself according to the rules of the 
sect of the Pharisees, which is of kin to the sect 
of the Stoics, as the Greeks call them. 

3. But when I Was in the twenty-sixth year of 
my age, it happened that I took a voyage to 
Rome, and this on the occasion which I shall 
now describe. At the time when Felix was pro¬ 
curator of Judea, there were certain priests of 
my acquaintance, and very excellent persons 
they were whom on a small and trifling occa¬ 
sion he had put into bonds, and sent to Rome to 
plead their cause before Crnsar. These I was 
desirous to procure deliverance for, and that es¬ 
pecially because I was informed that they were 
not unmindful of piety towards God even under 
their affiictions, but supported themselves with 
ligs and nuts. § Accordingly I came to Rome 

teen, or for three years, he made trial of the three 
Jewish sects, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Es¬ 
sens, and yet says presently, in all our copies, that he 
stayed besides with one particular acetic, called Banns , 
jrsp »ura), with, him, and this still before he was nine¬ 
teen, there is little room left for his trial of three other 
sects I suppose, therefore, that for him, 

the end reading might be auroi; with them , which 
is a very small emendation, and takes away the difficul¬ 
ty before us. Nor is Dr. Hudson’s conjecture, hinted at 
by 31r. llall in his preface to the doctor’s edition of Jo¬ 
sephus, at all improbable, that this Banus, by this his 
description, might well be a follower of John the Bap¬ 
tist, and ’hat from him Josephus might easily imbibe 
such noti ms, as afterward prepared him to have a fa¬ 
vorable opinion about Jesus Christ himself, who was 
attested to by John the Baptist. 

$ We may note here, that religious men among tho 
Jews,or at least those that were priests were sometimes 
nscctics also, and, like Daniel and his companions in 
Babylon, Dan. i. S—1G. ate no flesh, but Jigs and nuts, 
ftc.’only. This was like the 5 *po^»^*a' l or austere 
diets, of the Christian ascetics in Passion week. Coa- 
stit. v. IS. 
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though it were through a great number of ha¬ 
zards by sea; for, as our ship was drowned in 
the Adriatic *ea, we that were in it, beiag about 
six hundred ia number, * swam for our lives al 
ihe night; when, upon the first appearance of the 
day, and upon our sight of a snip of Cyrene, I 
and some others, eighty in all, by God’s provi¬ 
dence prevented the rest, and were taken up into 
the other ship. And when I had thus escaped, 
and was come to Dicearchia, which the Italians 
cull Puteoli, I became acquainted with Aliturius, 
an actor of plays, and much beloved by Nero, 
but a Jew by birth; through his interest became 
known to Poppea, Caesar’s wife, and took care as 
soon as possible to entreat her to procure, that 
the priests might be set at liberty. And when, 
besides this favor, I had obtained many presents 
from Poppea, I returned home again. 

4. Ana now I perceived innovations were al¬ 
ready begun, and that there were a great many 
very much elevated, in hopes of a revolt from the 
Romans. I therefore endeavored to put a stop 
to these tumultuous persons, and persuaded them 
to change their minds; and laid before their eyes 
against whom it was that they were going to fight, 
and told them that they were inferior to the Ro¬ 
mans not only in martial skill, but aho in good 
fortune; and desired them not rashly, and after 
the most foolish manner, to bring on the dangers 
of the most terrible mischiefs upon their country, 
upon their families, and upon themselves. And 
this I said with vehement exhortation, because I 
foresaw that the end of such a war would be most 
unfortunate to us. But I could not persuade 
them, for the madness of desperate men was 
quite too hard for me. 

5. I was then afraid, lest by inculcating these 
things so often, I should incur their hatred and 
their suspicions, as if I were of our enemies’ par¬ 
ty, and should run into the danger of being seized 
by them, and slain; since they were already 

F ossessed of Antonia, which was the citadel; so 
retired into the inner court of the temple. Yet 
did I go out of the temple again, after Manabem 
and the principal of tne band of robbers were 
put to death, when I abode among the high 
priests and the chief of the Pharisees. But no 
small fear seized upon us when we saw the peo¬ 
ple in arms, while we ourselves knew not what 
we should do, and were not able to restrain their 
seditions. However, as the danger was directly 
upon us, we pretended that we were of the same 
opinion with them, but only advised them to be 
quiet for the present, and to let the enemy go 
away, still hoping that Gessius [Florus] would 
not be long ere he came, and that with great for¬ 
ces and so put an end to these seditious proceed¬ 
ings. 

0. But, upon his coming and fighting, he was 
beaten, and a great many of those that were 
with him fell. And this disgrace [which Gessius 
with Cestius] received, became tne calamity of 
our whole nation; for those that were fond of the 
war were so far elevated with this success, that 
they had hopes of finally conquering the Ro¬ 
mans. Of which war another occasion was rain- 
i-jtered, which was this: Those that dwelt in 
the neighboring cities of Syria seized upon such 
Jews as dwelt among them, with their wives 
and children, and slew them, when they had not 
the least occasion of complaint against them: 
for they did neither attempt any innovation or 
revolt irom the Romans, nor had they given any 
marks of hatred or treacherous design towards 

*It hath been thought the number of Paul and his 
companions on ship board. Acts, xxvii. 38. which arc 
‘JTC in our copies, arc loo many; whereas we find here 
ihut Josephus and his companions, a very few years af¬ 
ter iho other, were about GOO. 
t Sec of the War, b. ii. eh. xvill. sect. 3. 

1 The Jews might rolled this unlawfi*ness of fight¬ 
ing against their brethren from lhat law of Moses, Lev. 
ii*. 16- “Thou shall not stand against the hlood of thv 


the Syrians. But what was done by the inhabi¬ 
tants of Scythopolis was the most impious and 
highly criminal of all; + for, when the Jew's, their 
enemies, came upon them from without, they 
forced the Jews that were among them to bear 
arms against their own countrymen, which it is 
unlawful for us to do: t and wnen by their assist¬ 
ance they had joined battle with those that at¬ 
tacked them, and had beaten them, after that 
victory they forgot the assurances they had given 
these their fellow-citizens and confederates, and 
slew them all, being in number many ten thou¬ 
sands [13,000.1 The like miseries were under¬ 
gone by those Jews that were the inhabitants of 
Damascus. But we have given a more accurate 
aecount of these things in the books of the Jew¬ 
ish war. I only mention them now, because I 
would demonstrate to my readers, that the Jews 
war with the Romans was not voluntary, but 
that, for the main, they were forced by necessity 
to enter into it. 

7. So when Gessius had been beaten, as we 
have said already, the principal men of Jerusa¬ 
lem, seeing that the robbers and innovators had 
arms in great plenty, and fearing lest they, while 
they were unprovided with arms, should be in 
subjection to their enemies, which also came to 
be the case afterward; and, being informed that 
all Galilee had not yet revolted from the Romans, 
but that some part of it was still quiet, they sent 
me and two others of the priests, who were mei 
of excellent characters, Joazar and Judas, in or¬ 
der to persuade the ill men there to lay down their 
arms, and to teach them this lesson, that it were 
better to hare those arms reserved for the most 
courageous men that the nation had, [than to be 
kept there;] for that it had been resolved, that 
those our best men should always have their arms 
ready against futurity, but still so, that they 
should wait to see tvhat the Romans would do. 

8. When I had therefore received these in¬ 
structions, I came into Galilee, and found the 
people of Sepphoris in no small agony about their 
country, by reason that the Galileans had resol¬ 
ved to plunder it, on account of the friendship 
they had with the Romans, and because they 
had given their right hand, and made a league 
with Cestius Gallus, the president of Syria.— 
But I delivered them all out of the fear they 
were in, and persuaded the multitude to deal 
kindly with them, and permitted them to send to 
those that were their own hostages with Gessius 
to Dora, which is a city of Phenicia, as often as 
they pleased; though I still found the inhabitants 
of Tiberias ready to take arms, and that on the 
occasion following: 

9. There were three factions in this city. The 
first was composed of men of worth and gravity; 
of these Julius Capelins was the head. Now he, 
as well as all his companions, Herod the son of 
Miarus.and Herod the sou of Ganialus, and Comp- 
sus the son of Compsus, (for as to Compsus’ bro¬ 
ther Crispus, w’bo had once been governor of the 
city under the great king, $ [Agrippa,] he was be¬ 
yond Jordan in his own possessions;) all these 
persons before named gave their advice, that the 
city should then continue in their allegiance to 
the Romans, and to the king. But Pistus, who 
was guided by his son Justus, did not acquiesce 
in that resolution; otherwise he was himself na¬ 
turally of a good and virtuous character. But the 
second faction was composed of the most ignoble 
persons, and was determined for war. But as 
for Justus, the son of Pistus, who was the head 

neighbor;” and that, ver. 17. “Thou shalt not avenge, 
nor bear any grudge apainst the children of thy people; 
but ihoti shalt love thy neighbor ns thyself;*’ as well a* 
from many other places in the Pentateuch and Pro¬ 
phets. Sec Antiq. b. viii. ch. viii. sect. 3. 

$ That this Herod Agrippa,the father, was of old call¬ 
ed a Great King aa here, appears by his coins still re¬ 
maining; to which llavercump refers us. 
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©f the third faction, although he pretended to be 
doubtful about going to war, jet was he really 
desirous of innovation, as supposing that he should 
gain power to himself by the change of affair*. 
He therefore came into the midst of them, and 
endeavored to inform the multitude, That “the 
“city of Tiberias had ever been a city of Gali- 
“ lee, and that in the days of Herod the tetrarch, 
“who had built it, it had obtained the principal 
“place, and that he had ordered that the city 
“ Sepphoris should be subordinate to the city 
“Tiberias; that they had not lost this pre-emi- 
“ nence even under Agrippa the father, but had 
“ retained it, until Felix was procurator of Judea. 
“ But he told them, that now they had been so 
“unfortunate as to be made a present by Neyo 
“ to Agrippa junior; and that upon Sepphoris’ 
“ submission of itself to the Romans, that was 
“become the capital city of Galilee, and that the 
“royal treasury and the archives were now re- 
• moved from them.” When he had spoken 
these things, and a great many more against 
Agrippa, in order to provoke the people to a re¬ 
volt, he added. That “ this was the time for them 
“ to take arms, and join with the Galileans as 
“ their confederates, (whom they might com- 
“ mand, and who would now willingly assist 
“ them, out of the hatred they bare to the peo- 
“ pie of Sepphoris, because they preserved their 
“ fidelity to the Romans,) and to gather a great 
“ number of forces in order to punish them.”— 
And, as he said this, he exhorted the multitude 
[to go to war;] for his abilities lay in making 
harangues to the people, and in being too hard in 
his speeches for such as opposed him, though 
they advised what was more to their advantage, 
and thus by his craftiness and his fallacies, for 
he was not unskilful in the learning of the Greeks, 
and in dependence on that skill it was, that he 
undertook to write a history of these affairs, as 
aiming by this way of haranguing to disguise 
the truth. But as to this man, and how ill were 
his character and conduct in life, and how he 
and his brother were, in a great measure, the au¬ 
thors of our destruction, I shall give the reader 
an account in the progress of my narration. So 
when Justus had, by his persuasions, prevailed 
with the citizens of Tiberias to take arms, nay, 
and had forced a great many so to do against 
their will, he went out, and set the villages that 
belonged to Gadara and Hippos on fire; which 
villages were situated on the borders of Tiberias, 
and of the region of Scythopolis. 

10. And this was the state Tiberias was now 
in. But as for Gischala, its affairs were thus: 
When John, the son of Levi, saw some of his 
citizens much elevated upon their revolt from 
the Romans, he labored to restrain them, and 
entreated them that they would keep their alle¬ 
giance to them. But he could not gain his pur¬ 
pose, although he did his endeavors to the ut¬ 
most; for the neighboring people of Gadara, 
Gabara, and Sogana, with the Tyrians, got to¬ 
gether a great army, and fell upon Gischala, and 
took Gischala by force, and set it on fire; and 
when they had entirely demolished it, they re¬ 
turned home. Upon which John was so enraged, 
that he armed all his men, and joined battle with 
the people forementioned, and rebuilt Gischala 
after a manner better than before, and fortified 
it with walls for its future security. 

11. But Gamala persevered in its allegiance to 
the Romans, for the reason following: Philip the 
son of Jacimus, who was their governor under 
king Agrippa, had been unexpectedly preserved 
when the royal palace at Jerusalem nad been 
besieged; but as he fled away, had fallen into 
another danger, and that was, of being killed by 
Manahem, and the robbers that were with him; 
but certain Babylonians, who were of his kin¬ 
dred, and were then in Jerusalem, hindered the 
robbers from executing their design. So Philip 


staid there four days, and fled away on the fifth, 
having disguised himself with fictitious hair, that 
he might not be discovered; and when he was 
come to one of the villages to him belonging, 
but one that was situated at the borders ot the 
citadel of Gamala, be sent to some of those that 
were under him, and commanded them to come 
to him. But God himself hindered that his in¬ 
tention, and this for his own advantage also; for 
had it not s,o happened, he had certainly perish¬ 
ed. For a fever having seized upon him imme¬ 
diately, he wrote to Agrippa and Bernice, and 
gave them to one of his freed men to carry them 
to Varus, who at this time was procurator of thz 
kingdom, which the king and nis sister had in¬ 
trusted him withal, while they were gone to Be- 
rvtus with an intention of meeting Gessius.— 
When Varus had received these letters of Philip, 
and had learned that he was preserved, he was 
very uneasy at it, as supposing that he should 
appear useless to the king ana his sister, now 
Philip was come. He therefore produced the 
carrier of the letters before the multitude, and 
accused him of forging the same; and said, that 
he spake falsely, when he related that Philip was 
at Jerusalem, fighting among the Jews against 
the Romans. So he slew him. And when the 
freed man of Philip did not return again, Philip 
was doubtful what should be the occasion of his 
stay, and sent a second messenger with letters, 
that he might, upon his return, inform him what 
had befallen the other that had been sent before, 
and why he tarried so long. Varus accused this 
messenger also, when he came, of telling a false¬ 
hood, and slew him. For he was puffed up by 
the Syrians that were at Cesarea, and had great 
expectations; for they said that Agrippa would 
be slain by the Romans for the crimes which the 
Jews had committed, and that he should himself 
take the government, as derived from their king: 
for Varus was, by the confession of all, of the 
royal family, as being a descendant of Sohemus, 
who had enjoyed a tetrarchy about Libanus; for 
which reason it was that he was puffed up, and 
kept the letters to himself. He contrived, also, 
that the king should not meet with those wri¬ 
tings, by guarding all the passes, lest any one 
should escape, and inform the king what had 
been done. He moreover slew many of the 
Jews, in order to gratify the Syrians of Cesarea. 
He had a mind also to join with the Trachonites 
in Batanea, and to take up arms and make an as¬ 
sault upon the Babylonian Jews that were atEc- 
batana; for that was the name they went by.— 
lie therefore called to him twelve of the Jews 
of Cesarea of the best character, and ordered 
them to go to Ecbatana, and inform their coun¬ 
trymen who dwelt there, that Varus hath heard, 
that “ you intend to march against the king; but, 
“ not believing that report, he hath sent us to 
“ persuade you to lay down your arms, and that 
“ this compliance will be a sign that he did well 
“ not to give credit to those'that raised the re- 
“ port concerning you.” He also enjoined them 
to send seventy of "their principal men to make a 
defence for them as to the accusation laid against 
them. So when the twelve messengers came to 
their countrymen at Ecbatana, and tound that 
they had no designs of innovation at all, they 
persuaded them to send the seventy men also; 
who not at all suspecting what would come, sent 
them accordingly. So these seventy* went down 
to Cesaiea, together with the twelve ambassa¬ 
dors, where Varus met them with the king’s for¬ 
ces, and slew them all, together with the [twelve] 
ambassadors, and made an expedition against the 
Jews of Ecbatana. But there was one ot the. 
seventy who escaped, and made haste to inform 
the Jews of their coining; upon which they took 

* The famous Jewish numbers of Twelve and Seven* 
ty are here remarkable. 
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their arras with their wives and children, and 
retired to the citadel at Garaala, leaving their 
own villages full of all sorts of good things, and 
having many ten thousands of cattle therein.— 
When Philip was informed of these things, he 
also came to the citadel of Gamala;and when he 
was come, the multitude cried aloud, and desired 
him to resume the government, and to make an 
expedition against Varus, and the Syrians of Ce¬ 
sarea; for it was reported that they had slain the 
king. But Philip restrained their zeal, and rut 
them in mind of* the benefits the king had be¬ 
stowed upon them; and told them how powerful 
the Romans were, and said it was not for their 
advantage to make war with them; and at length 
he prevailed with them. But now, when the 
kicg was acquainted with Varus’s design, which 
was to cut oil the Jews of Ccsarea, being many 
ten thousands with their wives and children, and 
all in one day, he called to him Equiculus JModius, 
and sent him to be Varus’s successor, as we have 
elsewhere related. But still Philip kept posses¬ 
sion of the citadel of Gamala, and of the country 
adjoining to it, which thereby continued in their 
allegiance to the Romans. 

12. JVow, as soon as I was come into Galilee, 
and had learned this state of things by the infor¬ 
mation of such as told me of them, I wrote to 
the Sanhedrim, at Jerusalem about them, and 
required their direction what I should do. Their 
direction was, that I should continue there, and 
that, if ray fellow-legates were willing, I should 
join with them in the care of Galilee. But those 
my felbw-legates, having gotten great riches 
from those tithes which as priests were their 
dues, fad were given to them, determined to re¬ 
turn tc their own country. Yet when I desired 
them to stay so long, that wc might first settle 
the r®oiic affairs, they complied with me. So I 
rcmc-ed, together with them, from the city of 
Seppnoris, and came to a certain village called 
Bethraaus, four furlongs distant from Tiberias; 
and thence I sent messengers to the senate of 
Tiberias, and desired that the principal men of 
the city would come to me; and when they were 
come, Justus himself being also with them, I told 
them, that I was sent to them by the people of 
Jerusalem as a legate, together with these other 
priests, in order to persuade them to demolish 
that house which Ilerod the tetrarch had built 
there, and which had the figures of living crea¬ 
tures in it, although our law3 had forbidden us 
to make any such figures; and I desired, that 
they would give us leave to do so immediately. 
But for a good while Capellus and the principal 
men belonging to the city would not give us 
leave, but were at length entirely overcome by 
us, and were induced to be of our opinion. So 
Jesus the son of Sapphias, one of those whom 
we have already mentioned as the leader of a 
seditious tumult of mariners and poor people, 
prevented us, and took with him certain Galile¬ 
ans, and set the entire palace on fire, and thought 
he should get a great deal of money thereby; 
because he saw some of the roofs gilt with gold. 
They also plundered a great deal of the furniture, 
which was (lone without our approbation; for, 
after we had discoursed Capellus and the princi- 

.pal nu n of the city, we departed from Betnmaus, 
and went into the Upper Galilee. But Jesus and 
his party slew all the Greeks that were inhabi¬ 
tants o! Tiberias, and as many others as were 
the ir enemies before the war began. 

13. When I understood this state of things, I 
was greatly provoked, and went down to Tibe¬ 
rias, and took nil the care I could of the royal 
furniture, to recover all that could be recovered 
from such as had plundered it. They consisted 
of candlesticks made of Corinthian brass; and 
of royal tablrs, and of a great quantity of un¬ 
coined silver; and 1 resolved to preserve what¬ 
soever cuut toinv hand for the king. So I sent 


for ten of the principal men of the senate, and 
for Capellus the son of Antyllus, and committed 
the furniture to them, with this charge, that they 
should part with it to nobody else but to myself. 
From thence I and my fellow-legates went to 
GischaJa to John, as desirous to know his inten¬ 
tions, and soon saw that he was for innovations, 
and had a mind to the principality; for he desi¬ 
red me to give him authority to carry off 
corn which belonged to C.nesar, and lay in tne 
villages of Upper Galilee; and he pretended 
that he would expend what it came to in build¬ 
ing the walls of his own city. But when I per¬ 
ceived what he endeavored at. and what he nad 
in his mind, I said I would not permit him so to 
do; for that I thought either to keep it for the 
Romans, or for myself, now I was intrusted with 
the public affairs there by the people of Jerusa¬ 
lem. But when he w r as not able to prevail with 
me, he betook himself to my fellow-legates; for 
they had no sagacity in providing for futurity, 
and were very ready to take bribes. So he cor¬ 
rupted them with money, to decree that all that 
corn which was within his province should be 
delivered to him; while I, who was but one, was 
outvoted by two, and held my tongue. Then 
did John introduce another cunning contrivance 
of his; for he said, that those Jews who inhabit¬ 
ed Cesarea Philippi, and were shut up by the or¬ 
der of the king’s deputy there, had sent to him to 
desire him, that, since they had no oil that was 
pure for their use, he would provide a sufficient 
quantity of such oil for them, lest they should be 
forced "to make use of oil that came from the 
Greeks, and thereby transgress their own laws. 
Kow this was said by John, notout of his regard 
to religion, but out of his most flagrant desire 
of gain; for he knew that two sextaries were 
sold with them of Cesarea for one drachma, but 
that at Gischala fourscore sextaries were sold 
for four drachma. So he gave order, that all 
the oil which was there should be carried away, 
as having my permission for so doing; which 
yet I did not grant him voluntarily, but only out 
of fear of the multitude, since, if I had forbid¬ 
den him, I should have been stoned by them.— 
When I had therefore permitted this to be done 
by John, he gained vast sums of money by this 
his knavery. 

14. But when I had dismissed my fellow-le¬ 
gates, and sent them back to Jerusalem, I took 
care to have arms provided, and the cities forti¬ 
fied. And, when I had sent for the most hardy 
among the robbers, I saw that it was not in my 
power to take their arms from them; but I per¬ 
suaded the multitude to allow them money as 
pay, and told them it was better for them to give 
them a little wittingly, rather than to [be forced 
to] overlook them when they plundered their 
goods from them. And when I had obliged them 
to take an oath not to come into that country, 
unless they were invited to come, or else when 
they had not their pay given them, I dismissed 
them, and charged them neither to mnke an ex¬ 
pedition against the Romans, nor against those 
their neighbors that lay round about them; for 
my first care was to keep Galilee in peace. So 
I was willing to have the principal oi the Gali¬ 
leans, in all seventy, as hostages for their fidel¬ 
ity, hut still under the notion of friendship. 
Accordingly, I made them my friends and com¬ 
panions as I journeyed, and set them to judge 
causes: and with their approbation it was that I 
gave my sentences, while I endeavored not to 
mistake what justice required, and to keep my 
hands clear o*f all bribery in those determina¬ 
tions. 

15. I was now about the thirtieth year of my 
age; in which time of life it is a hard thing 1 for 
any one to escape the calumnies of the envious, 
although he restrain himself from fulfilling any 
unlawtul desires, especially where a person i« 
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a great authority. Yet did I preserve every 
floman free from injuries; and as to what pre- 
^nts were offered me, I despised them, as not 
panding in need of them. Aor indeed would I 
ake those tithes which were due to me as a 
priest, from those that brought them. Yet do I 
confess, that I took part of the spoils of those 
Syrians which inhabited the cities that adjoined 
to us, when I had conquered them, and that I 
sent them to my kindred at Jerusalem; although, 
when I twice took Sepphoris by force, and Tibe¬ 
rias four times, and Gadara once, and when I 
had subdued and taken John, who often laid 
treacherous snares for me, I did not punish [with 
death] either him or any of the people forena- 
raed, as the progress of this discourse will show. 
And on this account, I suppose, it was that God,* 
who is never unacquainted with those that do as 
they ought to do, delivered me still out of the 
hands of these my enemies, and afterward pre¬ 
served me when I fell into those many dangers 
which I shall relate hereafter. 

16. Now the multitude of the Galileans had 
that great kindness for me, and fidelity to me, 
that when jtheir cities were taken by force, and 
their wives* and children carried into slavery, 
they did not so deeply lament for their own cala¬ 
mities, as they were solicitous for my preserva¬ 
tion. But when John saw this, he envied me, 
and wrote to me, desiring that I would give him 
leave to come down, and make use of the hot 
baths of Tiberias for the recovery of the health 
of his body. Accordingly, I did not hinder him, 
as having no suspicion of any wicked designs of 
his; and I wrote to those to whom I had com¬ 
mitted the administration of the affairs of Tibe¬ 
rias by name, that they should provide a lodging 
for John, and for such as should come with him; 
and should procure what necessaries soever he 
should stand in need of. Now at this time my 
abode was in a city of Galilee, which is named 
Cana. 

17. But when John was come to the city of 
Tiberias, he persuaded the men to revolt from 
their fidelity to me, and to adhere to him; and 
many of them gladly received that invitation of 
his, as ever fond of innovations, and by nature 
disposed to changes, and delighting in seditions: 
but they were chiefly Ju.-.tus and his father Pis- 
tus, that were earnest for their revolt from me, 
and their adherence to John. But I came upon 
them, and prevented them; for a messenger had 
come to me from Silas whom I had made gover¬ 
nor of Tiberias, as I have said already, and had 
told me of the inclinations of the people of Ti¬ 
berias, and advised me to make haste thither; 
for that, if I made any delay, the city would come 
under another’s jurisdiction. Upon the receipt 
of this letter of Silas, I took two hundred men 
along with me, and travelled all night, having 
sent before a messenger to let the people of Ti¬ 
berias know that I was coming to tnem. When 
I came near to the city which was early in the 
morning, the multitude came out to meet me; 
and John came with them, and saluted me, but 
in a most disturbed manner, as being afraid that 
my coming was to call hiui to an account for 
what I was now sensible he was doing. So he 
in great haste went to his lodging. But when I 
was in the open place of the city, having dismiss¬ 
ed the guards I had about me, excepting one, 
and ten armed men that were with him, I at¬ 
tempted to make a speech to the multitude of 
the people of Tiberias; and standing on a cer¬ 
tain elevated place, I entreated them not to be 
so hasty in their revolt; for that such a change 
in their behavior wou»d be to their reproach, 

* Our Josephus shows, both here and every where, 
that he was a most religious person, and one that had 
a deep sense of God and his providence upon his mind, 
and ascribed all his numerous and wonderful escapes 
o 


and that they tvould then justly be suspected by 
those that should be their governors hereafter, 
as if they were not likely to be faithful to them 
neither. 

18. But, before I had spoken all I designed, I 
heard one of my own domestics bidding me come 
down; for that it was not a proper time to take 
care of retaining the good will of the people of 
Tiberias, but to provide for my own safety, and 
escape my enemies there; for John had chosen 
the most trusty of those armed men that were 
about him, out of those thousand that he had 
with him, and had given them orders, when he 
sent them, to kill me, having learned that I was 
alone excepting some of my domestics. So those 
that were sent came as they were ordered; and 
they had executed what they came about, had I 
not leaped down from the elevation I stood on. 
and with one of my guards, whose name was 
James, been carried [out of the crowd] upon the 
back of one Herod of Tiberias, and guided by 
him down to the lake, where I seized a ship and 
got into it, and escaped my enemies unexpect¬ 
edly, and came to Tarichem. 

19. Now as soon as the inhabitants of that city 
understood the perfidiousness of the people of 
Tiberias, they were greatly provoked at them. 
So they snatched up their arms, and desired ma 
to be their leader against them; for they said 
they would avenge their commander’s cause 
upon them.. They also carried the report of 
wnat had been done to me to all the Galileans, 
and eagerly endeavored to irritate them against 
the people of Tiberias, and desired that vast 
numbers of them would get together, and come 
to them, that they might act in concert with 
their commander what should be determined as 
fit to be done. Accordingly the Galileans came 
to me in great numbers from all parts with their 
weapons, and besought me to assault Tiberias, 
to take it by force, and to demolish it, till it lay 
even with the ground, and then to make slaves 
of its inhabitants, with their wives and chil¬ 
dren. Those that were Josephus’s friends also, 
and had escaped out of Tiberias, gave him the 
same advice. But I did not comply with them, 
thinking it a terrible thing to begin a civil war 
among them; for I thought, that this contention 
ought not to proceed farther than words; nay, I 
told them that it was not for their own advantage 
to do what they would have me to do, while the 
Romans expected no other than that we should 
destroy one another by our mutual seditions.— 
And by saying this I put a stop to the anger of 
the Galileans. 

20. But now John was afraid for himself, since 
his treachery had proved unsuccessful. So he 
took the armed inen that were about him, and 
removed from Tiberias to Gischala, and wrote to 
me to apologize for himself concerning what 
had been done, as if it had been done without 
his approbation, and desired me to have no sus- 

icion of him to his disadvantage. He also ad- 

ed oaths and certain horrible curses upon him¬ 
self, and supposed he should be thereby believed 
in the points he wrote about to me. 

21. But now another great number of the Ga¬ 
lileans came together again with their weapons, 
as knowing the man, how wicked and how sadly 
perjured he was, and desired me to lead them 
against him, and promised me that they would 
utterly destroy both him and Gischala. Here¬ 
upon I professed that I was obliged *o them for 
their readiness to serve me, and that I would 
more than requite their good-will to me. How¬ 
ever, I entreated them to restrain themselves, 
and begged of them to give me leave to do what 

and preservations, in times of danger, to God’s Mes¬ 
sing him, and taking rare of him, and this on account 
of his acts of piety, justice, humanity, and charity to 
the Jews his brethren. 
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I intended, which was to put an end to these 
troubles without bloodshed; and when I had pre¬ 
vailed with the multitude of the Galileans to let 
meiloso, I came to Sepphoris. 

22. But the inhabitants of this city, having de¬ 
termined to continue in their allegiance to the 
Romans, were afraid of my coming to them, and 
tried, by putting me upon another action to divert 
me, that tney might be freed from the terror they 
were in. Accordingly they sent to Jesus, the 
captain of those robbers, who were in the con¬ 
iines of Ptolenmis, and promised to give him a 
great deal of money, if he would come with those 
torces he had with him, which were in number 
eight hundred, and fight with us. Accordingly 
he complied with what they desired, upon the 
promises they had made him, and was desirous 
to fall upon us when we were unprepared for 
him, and knew nothingof his coming beforehand. 
So he sent to me, and desired that I would give 
him leave to come and salute me. When I had 
given him that leave, which I did without the 
least knowledge of his treacherous intentions 
beforehand, he took his band of robbers, and 
made haste to come to me. Yet did not this his 
knavery succeed well at last; for, as he was 
already nearly approaching, one of those with 
him deserted him, and came to me, and told me 
what he had undertaken to do. When I was 
informed of this, I went into the market-place, 
and pretended to know nothingof his treacherous 
purpose. I took with me many Galileans that 
were armed, as also some of those of Tiberias: 
and, when I had given orders that all the roads 
should be carefully guarded, I charged the keep¬ 
ers of the gates to give admittance to none but 
to Jesus, when he came with the principal of his 
men, and to exclude the rest; and in case they 
aimed to force themselves in, to use stripes [in 
order to repel them.] Accordingly, those that 
had received such a charge did as they were 
bidden, and Jesus came in with a few others; 
and when I had ordered him to throw down his 
arms immediately, and told him, that if he r '.fu¬ 
sed so to do, he was a dead man, he, ?\eing 
armed men standing all round about him, was 
terrified and compliea, and as for those of his 
followers that were excluded, when they were 
informed that he was seized, they ran away. I 
then called Jesus to me by himself, and told him, 
that “ I was not a stranger to that treacherous 
desiga he had against me, nor was I ignorant by 
whom he was sent for; that, however, I would 
forgive what he had done already, if he would 
repent of it, and be faithful to me hereafter.”— 
And thus upon his promise to do all that 1 desi¬ 
red, I let him go, and gave him leave to get those 
whom he had formerly had with him together 
again. But I threatened the inhabitants of Sep- 
pnoris, that, if they would not leave olf their 
ungrateful treatment of me, I would punish them 
sutticieutly. 

23. At this time it was that two great men, 
who were under the jurisdiction of the king, 
[Agrippa,] came to me out of the region of Tra- 
chonitis, bringing their horses and th«ir arms, 
and carrying with them their money also; and 
when the Jews would force them to be circum¬ 
cised, if they would stay nmong them, I would 
not permit them to have any force put upon them, 
but said to them,* ** Ever}* one ought to worship 
God according to his own inclinations, and not to 
be constrained by force; and that these men, 
who had fied to us for protection, ought not to be 
*o treated as to repent of their coming hither." 
And when I had pacified the multitude, I pro¬ 
vided for the men that were come to us whatso- 

'* Josephus’s opinion is here well worth notin?, that 
every one is to he |wrmitted to worship Clod according 
to his own conscience, and Is not to he compelled In 
natters of religion; as one may here observe, on the 


ever it was they wanted, according to their usu^ 
way of living, and that in great plenty also. f 

24. Now king Agrippa sent an army to mat 
themselves masters of the citadel of Gamali 
and over it Equiculus Modius; but the forces tha 
were sent were not enough to encompa.ra the 
citadel quite round, but lay before it in the open 
places and besieged it. But when Ebutius the 
decurion, who was entrusted with the govern¬ 
ment of the great plain, heard that I was at Si- 
monias. a village situated in the confines of Gali¬ 
lee, and was distant from him sixty furlongs, he 
took a hundred horsemen that were with him by 
night, and a certain number of footmen, about 
two hundred, and brought the inhabitants of the 
city Gibea along with him as auxiliaries, av.d 
marched in the night, and came to the village 
where I abode. Upon this, I pitched my camp 
over against him, which had a great number of 
forces in it; but Ebutius tried to draw us down 
into the plain, as greatly depending on his horse¬ 
men; but we would not come down: for when I 
was satisfied of the advantage that his horse 
would have if we came down into the plain, while 
we were all footmen, I resolved tojoin battle with 
the enemy where 1 was. Now Lbutius and his 
party made a courageous opposition for some 
time; but when he saw that his horse were use¬ 
less to him in that place, he retired back to the 
city Gibea, having lost three of his men in the 
fight. So I followed him directly with two thou¬ 
sand armed men; and when I was at the city Be- 
sara, that lay in the confines of Ptolemais, but 
twenty furlongs from Gibea where Ebutius abode, 
I placed my armed men on the outside of the vil¬ 
lage, and gave orders that they should guard the 

asses with great care, that the enemy might not 

isturb us, until we should have carried off the 
corn, a great quantity of which lay there: it 
belonged to Bernice the queen, and* had been 
gathered together out of the neighboring vil¬ 
lages into Besara; so I loaded my camels and 
asses, a great number of which I had brought 
along with me, and sent the corn into Galilee. 
When I had done this, I offered Ebutius battle; 
but when he would not accept of the offer, for 
he was terrified at our readiness and courage, 
I altered my route, and marched towards Neo- 
politanus, because I had heard that the country” 
about Tiberias was laid waste by him. This 
Neopolitanus was captain of a troop of horse, 
and nad the custody of Scythopolis intrusted to 
his care by the enemy; and when I had hindered 
him from doing any further mischief to Tiberias, 
I set myself to make provision for the affairs of 
Galilee. 

25. But when John, the son of Levi, who, as 
we before told you, abode at Gisclinla, was in¬ 
formed how all things had succeeded to my mind, 
and that I was much in favor with those that 
were under me; as also that the enemy were 
greatly afraid of me, he was not pleased with it, 
as thinking my prosperity tended to his ruin.— 
So he took up a bitter envy nnd enmity against 
me; and hoping, that if he could inilanie those 
that were under me to hate me, he. should put an 
end to the prosperity I was in, he tried to per 
stiade the inhabitants of Tiberias and of Sep¬ 
phoris, (and for those. ofGnbarahe supposed they 
would be also of the snme mind with the others,) 
which were the greatest cities of Galilee, to re¬ 
volt from their subjection to me, and to be of his 
party; and told them that he would command 
them better than I did. As for the people of 
Sepphoris, who belonged to neither of us, be¬ 
cause they had chosen to be in subjection to the 
Homans, they did not comply with his proposal, 

contrary, that the rest of the Jews were still for ohlig- 
ine nil those who married Jews lo he circumcised, and 
hemme Jews, nnd were ready lo destroy ill that would 
not submit to do so. See 6cct. 31, and Luke ix. 54. 
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and for those of Tiberias, they did not indeed so 
far comply as to make a revolt from under me, 
but they agreed to be his friends, while the in¬ 
habitants of Gabara did go over to John; and it 
was Simon that persuaded them so to do; one 
who was both the principal man in the city, and a 
particular friend and companion of John. It is 
true, these did not openly own the making a re¬ 
volt, because they were in great fear of the Gali¬ 
leans, and had frequent experience of the good 
will they bore to me; yet did they privately 
watch for a proper opportunity to lay snares for 
me; and indeed I thereby came into the greatest 
danger, on the occasion following: 

26. There were some bold young men of the 
village Dabaritta, who observed that the wife of 
Ptolemy, the king’s procurator, was to make a 
progress over the great plain with a mighty at¬ 
tendance, and with some horsemen that followed, 
as a guard to them, and this out of a country 
that was subject to the king and queen, into the 
Jurisdiction of the Romans; and fell upon them 
on the sudden, and obliged the wife of Ptolemy 
to fly away, and plundered all the carriages. 
They also came to me to Tartcheas, with four 
mules’ loading of garments, and other furniture; 
and the weight of (he silver they brought was 
Dot small, and there were live hundred pieces of 
gold also. Now I had a mind to preserve these 
spoils for Ptolemy, who was my countryman; 
and it is prohibited us by our laws even to spoil 
our enemies:* so I said to those that brought 
those spoils, that they ought to be kept in ol der 
to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem with them, 
when they came to be sold. But the young men 
took it very ill that they did not receive a part 
of these spoils for themselves, as they expected 
to have done; so they went among the villages, 
in the neighborhood of Tiberias, and told the 
people, that I was going to betray their country 
to tne Romans, and that 1 used deceitful language 
to them, when I said, that what had been thus 
gotten by rapine should be kept for the rebuild¬ 
ing of the walls of the city of Jerusalem; although 
I had resolved to restore these spoils again to 
their former owner. And indeed they were here¬ 
in not mistaken as to my intentions; for when 1 
nad gotten clear of them, I sent for two of the 
principal men, Dassion, and Janneus the son of 
Levi, persons that were among the chief friends 
of the king, and commanded them to take the fur¬ 
niture that had been plundered, and to send it to 
him; and I threatened that I would order them to 
be put to death by way of punishment, if thev dis¬ 
covered this niy command to any other person. 

27. Now when all Galilee was tilled with this ru¬ 
mor, that their country was about to be betrayed 
by me to the Romans, and when all men were 
exasperated against me, and ready to bring me 
to punishment, the inhabitants of Taricheae did 
also themselves suppose that what the young 
men said was true, and persuaded my guards and 
armed men to leave me when I was asleep, and 
to come presently to the hippodrome, in order 
there to take counsel against me their com¬ 
mander. And when they had prevailed with 
them, and they were gotten together, they found 
there a great company assembled already, who 
all joined in one clamor, to bring the man, who 
was so wicked to them as to betray them, to his 
due punishment; and it was Jesus the son of Sap- 
phias, who principally set them on. He was ruler 
in Tiberias, a wicked man, and naturally disposed 

* How Josephusrould say here that the Jewish laws 
forbade them to “ spoil even their enemies,” while yet 
a little before his time, our Saviour had mention¬ 
ed it as then a current maxim with them, “Thou 
6hait love thy neighbor, and hate thine euciny,” Mat. 
v. 43, is worth our inquiry. I take it that Josephus, 
having been now for many years an Ebionite Chris¬ 
tian. had learned this interpretation of the law of Mo¬ 
ses from Christ, whom he owned for the true Messiah, 
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to make disturbances in matters of consequence, 
a seditious person he was indeed, and an innova¬ 
tor beyond every body else. He then took the 
laws of Moses into his hands, and came into the 
midst of the people, and said, “ O my fellow-citi¬ 
zens, if yon are not disposed to hate Josephus on 
your own account, have regard however to these 
laws of your country, which your commander in 
chief is going to betray; hate him therefore on 
both these accounts, and bring the man who hath 
acted thus insolently to his deserved punishment.” 

28. When he had said this, and the multitude 
had openly applauded him for what he had said, 
he took some of the armed men, and made haste 
away to the house in which I lodged, as if he 
would kill me immediately, while I was wholly 
Insensible of all till this disturbance happened; 
and, bv reason of the pains I had been taking, 
was fallen fast asleep. But Simon, who was in¬ 
trusted with the care of my body, and was the 
only person that stayed with me, and saw the 
violent incursion the citizens made upon me, he 
awaked me, and told me of the danger I was in, 
and desired me to let him kill me, that I might 
die bravely and like a general, before my ene¬ 
mies came in, and forced me [to kill myself,] or 
kill me themselves. Thus did he discourse to 
me; but I committed the care of iny life to God 
and made haste to go out to the multitude. Ac¬ 
cordingly I put on a black garment, and hung my 
sword at my neck, and went by such a different 
way to the hippodrome, wherein I thought none 
of my adversaries would meet me; so I appeared 
among them on the sudden, and fell down Hat on 
the earth, and bedeWed the ground with my 
tears: then I seemed to them all an object of 
compassion. And when I perceived the change 
that was made in the multitude, I tried to divide 
their opinions, before the armed men should re¬ 
turn from my house: so I granted them that I had 
been as wicked as they supposed me to be, but 
still 1 entreated them to let me first inform them 
for what use I had kept that money which arose 
from the plunder, and that they might then kill 
me if they pleased; and upon the multitude’s 
ordering me to speak, the armed men came upon 
me, and when they saw me, they ran to kill me: 
but when the multitude b»d them hold their 
hands, they complied, and expected that as soon 
as I should own to them that I kept the money 
for the king, it would be looked on as a confes¬ 
sion of iny treason, and the}' should then be al¬ 
lowed to kill me. 

29. When therefore silence was made by the 
whole multitude, I spake thus to them: “O my 
countrymen, I refuse not to die, if justice so re¬ 
quire. * However, I am desirous to tell you the 
truth of this matter before I die; foras l know 
that this city of yours [Taricheae] was a city of 
great hospitality, and tilled with abundance of 
such men as have left their o\vn countries, and 
are come hither to be partakers of your fortune 
whatever it be, I had a mind to build walls 
aboat it, out of this money, for which you are so 
angry with me, while yet it was to be expended 
in building }*our own walls.” Upon my saving 
this, the people of Tarichea? and the strangers 
cried out, that “ they gave me thanks, and desi¬ 
red me to be of good courage.” Although the 
Galileans and the people of Tiberias continued 
in their wrath against me, insomuch that there 
arose a tumult among them, while some threat¬ 
ened to kill me, and some bid me uot to regard 

as it follows in the succeeding verses, which, though 
he might not read in St. Matthew's gospel, yet might 
he have read much the same exposition in their own 
Ebionile or Nazanne gospel itself, of which improve¬ 
ments made by Josephus, nfter he was become a 
Christian, we have nlready had several examples in 
this his life, sert. 3, 13, 15, 19, 21, 23; and shall have 
many more therein before its eonclu6ijn, as well a s 
we have them elsewhere in all his later writings. 
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them; but when I promised them that I would 
build them walls at Tiberias, and at other cities 
that wanted them, they gave credit to what I 
romised, and returned every one to his own 
ome. So 1 escaped the forementioned danger, 
beyond all my hopes, and returned to my own 
house, accompanied with my friends, and tvventy 
armed men also. 

30. However, those robbers and other authors 
of this tumult, who were afraid on their own ac¬ 
count, lest I should punish them for what they 
had done, took six hundred armed men, and 
came to the house where I abode, in order to set 
it on fire. When this their insult was told me, I 
thought it indecent for me to run away, and I 
resolved to expose myself to danger, and to act 
with some boldness; so I gave order to shut the 
doors, and went up into an upper room, and de¬ 
sired that they would send some of their men in 
to receive the money [from the spoils;] for I told 
them they would then have no occasion to be an¬ 
gry with me; and when they had sent in one of 
the boldest men of them all, I had him whipped 
severely, and 1 commanded that one of his hands 
should be cut off, and hung about his neck; and 
in this case was he put out to those that sent him. 
At which procedure of mine they were greatly 
affrighted, and in no small consternation, and 
were afraid that they should themselves be ser¬ 
ved in like manner, if they stayed there: for 
they supposed that I had in the house more arm¬ 
ed men than they had themselves; so they ran 
away immediately, while I, by the use of this 
stratagem, escaped this their second treacherous 
design against me. 

31. But there were still some that irritated the 
multitude against me, and said, that those great 
men that belonged to the king ought not to be 
suffered to live, if they lvould not change their 
religion to the religion of those to whom they 
fled for safety: they spake reproachfully of them 
also, and saicl, that they were wizards,* and such 
as called in the Romans upon them. So the mul¬ 
titude was soon deluded by such plausible pre¬ 
tences as were agreeable to their own inclina¬ 
tions, and were prevailed on by them. But when 
I was informed of this, I instructed the multitude 
again, that those that fled to them for refuge 
ought not to be persecuted; I also laughed at the 
allegation about witchcraft, and told them that 
the Romans would not maintain so many ten 
thousand soldiers, if they could overcome their 
enemies by wizards. Upon my saying this, the 
people assented for a while; but they returned 
ngain afterward, as irritated by some ill people 
against the great men: nay, they once made an 
assault upon the house in which they dwelt at 
Taricheje, in order to kill them; which when I 
was informed of, I was afraid lest so horrid a 
crime should take effect, and nobody else would 
make that city their refuge any more. 1 there¬ 
fore came myself, and some others with me, to 
the house where these great men lived, and lock¬ 
ed the doors, and had a trench drawn from their 
bouse leading to the lake, and sent for a ship, and 
embarked therein with then), and sailed to the 
confines of llippoi; [ also paid them the vu- 
Jue of their horses, nor in such a flight could 1 
have their horses brought to them. I then dis¬ 
missed them, and begged of them earnestly that 
they would courageously bear this distress which 
befell them. I was also myself greatly displeased 
that 1 was compelled to expose those that had 
lied to me to go again into an enemy’s country; 
yet did I think it more eligible that they should 
perish among the Romans, if it should so hap- 

* Here we may oWrve the vulgar Jewish notion of 
wrxhciaft; bui that our Josephus was too wise to give 
any countenance to it. 

f In this section, as well as sect. 18, and sect. 33, those 
small vessels ihntsailed on the sen of Galilee, are called 
by Josephus Kn>(, and lUot*, and f. e. plainly. 


pen, than in the country that was under my 
jurisdiction. However, they escaped at length 
and king Agrippa forgave them their offences. 
And this was the conclusion of what concerned 
these men. 

32. But as for the inhabitants of the city of 
Tiberias, they wrote to the king, and desired 
him to send them forces sufficient to be a guard 
to their country; for that they were desirous to 
come over to nim: this was what they wrote to 
him. But when I came to them, they desired 
me to build their walls, as 1 had promised them 
to do: for they had heard that the walls of Ta- 
richese were already built: I agreed to their 
proposal accordingly. And when I had made 

a aration for their entire building, I gave order 
le architects to go to work; but on the third 
day, when I was gone to Tarichete, which was 
thirty furlongs distant from Tiberias, it so fell 
out, that some Roman horsemen were discover¬ 
ed on their march, not far from the city, which 
made it to be supposed that the forces were 
come from the king; upon which they shouted, 
and lifted up their voices in commendations of 
the king, and in reproaches against me. Here¬ 
upon one came running to me and told me what 
their dispositions were, and that they had resol¬ 
ved to revolt from me; upon hearing which 
news I was very much alarmed ; for I had already 
sent away my armed men from Taricheje to their 
own homes, because the next day was our Sab¬ 
bath ; for 1 would not have the people of Tari- 
chem be disturbed [on that day] by a multitude 
of soldiers; and indeed, whenever I sojourned at 
that city, I never took any particular care for a 
guard about my own body, because 1 had had 
Frequent instances of the fidelity its inhabitants 
bore to ine. I had now about me no more than 
seven armed men, besides some friends, and was 
doubtful what to do; for to send to recall my 
own forces I did not think proper, because the 
present day was almost over, and had those 
forces been with me, 1 could not take up arms on 
the next day, because our laws forbid us so to do, 
even though our necessity should be very great; 
and if I should permit the people of Taricheje, 
and the strangers with them, to guard the city, 
1 saw that they would not be sufficient for that 
purpose, and I perceived that I should be obli¬ 
ged to delay my assistance a great while; for I 
thought with myself that the forces that came 
from the king would prevent me, and that I 
should be driven out of the city. I considered, 
therefore, how to get clear of these forces by a 
stratagem; so I immediately placed those my 
friends of Tarichcae, on whom I could best con¬ 
fide, at the gates, to watch those very carefully 
who went out at those gates; I also called to me 
the heads of families, and bid every one of them 
to seize upon a ship,f to go on board it, and to 
take a master with them, and follow him to the 
city of Tiberias. 1 also myself went on board 
one of those ships, with my friends, and the 
seven armed men already mentioned, and sailed 
for Tiberias. 

33. But now, when the people of Tiberias per¬ 
ceived that there were no forces come from the 
king, and yet saw the whole lake full of ships, 
they were in fear what \vould become of their 
city, and were greatly terrified, us supposing 
that the ships were full of men on board; so they' 
then changed their minds, and threw down their 
weapons, and met me with their wives and chil¬ 
dren, and made acclamations to me, with great 
commendations; for they imagined that I did not 
know their former inclinations [to have been 

ships , po that we need not wonder at our Evangelists, 
who still call them ships, nor ought vve to render them 
boats, as some do. Their number was In all 230, a* we 
learn from our author elsewhere; Of the War, B. 1L 
chap. xxi. sect. 8. 
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against me;] so they persuaded me to spare the 
city. But when 1 was come near enough, I 
gave order to the masters of the ships to cast 
anchor a good way off the land, that the people 
of Tiberias might not perceive that the ships 
nad no men on board; but I went nearer to the 
people in one of the ships, and rebuked them for 
their folly, and that they were so fickle as, with¬ 
out any just occasion in the world, to revolt 
from their fidelity to me. However, 1 assured 
them that I would entirely forgive them for the 
time to come, if they would send ten of the ring¬ 
leaders of the multitude to me; and when they 
complied readily with this proposal, and sent me 
the men forementioned, I put them on board a 
ship, and sent them away to Taricheae, and or¬ 
dered them to be kept in prison. 

34. And by this stratagem it was that I gradu¬ 
ally got all tne senate of Tiberias into my power, 
and sent them to the city forementioned, with 
many of the principal men among the populace; 
and those not fewer in number than tne other. 
But when the multitude saw into what great 
miseries they had brought themselves, they de¬ 
sired me to punish the author of this sedition; 
his name was Clitus, a young man, bold and rash 
in his undertakings, how, since I thought it not 
agreeable to piety to put one of my own people 
to death, and yet found it necessary to punish 
him, I ordered Levi, one of my own guards, to 
go to him, and cut oft'one of Clitus’s hands; but 
as he that was ordered to do this was afraid to go 
out of the ship alone, among so great a multi¬ 
tude, I was not willing that the timorousness of 
the soldier should appear to the people of Tibe¬ 
rias. So I called to Clitus himself, and said to 
him, ** Since thou deservest to lose both thine 
hands, for thy ingratitude to me, be thou thine 
own executioner, lest, if thou refusest so to be, 
thou undergo a worse punishment.” And, when 
he earnestly begged of me to spare him one of 
his hands, it was with difficulty that 1 granted it. 
So in order to prevent the loss of both nis hands, 
he willingly took his sword, and cut oft' his own 
left hand,; and this put an end to the sedition. 

35. Now the men of Tiberias, after I was gone 
to Taricheae, perceived w hat stratagem I had used 
against them, and they admired how I had put 
an end to their foolish sedition, without shedding 
of blood. But now, when I had sent for some of 
those multitudes of the people of Tiberias out 
of prison, among whom were Justus and his 
father Pistus, I made them to sup frith me, and 
during our supper time I said to them, that I 
knew the power of the Romans was superior to 
all others, but did not say so [publicly] because 
of the robbers. So I advisecl them to do as I 
did, and to wait for a proper opportunity, and not 
to he uneasy at my being their commander; for 
that they could not expect to have another who 
would use the like moderation that I had done. 
I also put Justus in mind how the Galileans had 
cut off his brother’s hands, before ever I came 
to Jerusalem, upon an accusation laid against 
him, as if he had been a rogue, and had forged 
some letters; as also how the people of Gamala, 
in a sedition they raised against the Babylonians, 
after the departure of Philip, slew Chares, who 
w’as a kinsman of Philip, and w ithal how they 
had wisely punished Jesus, his brother Justus’s 
sister’s husband [with death.] When I had said 
this to them during supper time, I in the morn¬ 
ing ordered Justus, and all the rest that were in 
prison, to be loosed out of it, and sent away. 

36. But before this it happened that Philip, the 
son of Jacimus, went out of the citadel of Gama¬ 
la upon the following occasion: when Philip had 

* Part of these fortifications on Mount Tahor may be 
those still remaining, and which were seen lately by 
Mr. Maundrel. Bee his Travels, p. 112. 

tThis Gamaliel may he the very same that is men¬ 
tioned by the rnhbins in the M : shiia, in Juchatin, and 
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been informed that Varus was put out of his go¬ 
vernment by king Agrippa, and that Modiu3 
Equiculus, a man that was of old his friend and 
companion, was come to succeed him, he wrote 
to him, and related what turns of fortune he had 
had, and desired him to forward the letters he 
sent to the king and queen. jVow when Modius 
had received these letters, he was exceeding 
glad, and sent the letters to the king and queen, 
who were then about Berytus. But when king 
Agrippa knew that the story about Philip was 
false, (for it had been given out, that the Jews 
had begun a war with the Romans, and that this 
Philip had been their commander in that war,) 
he sent some horsemen to conduct Philip to him 
and, when he was come, he saluted him ver’ 
obligingly, and showed him to the Roman com¬ 
manders, and told them that this was the man of 
whom the report had gone about as if he had re¬ 
volted from the Romans. He also bid him take 
some horsemen with him, and to go quickly to 
the citadel of Gamala, and to bring, out thence 
all his domestics, and to restore the Babylonians 
to Batanea again. He also gave it him in charge 
to take all possible care that none of his subjects 
should be guilty of making any innovation. Ac¬ 
cordingly, upon these directions from the king, 
he made haste to do what he was commanded. 

37. Now there was one Joseph, the son of a 
female physician, who excited a great many 
young men to join with him. He also insolently 
addressed himself to the principal persons at 
Gamala, and persuaded them to revolt from the 
king, and take up arms, and gave them hopes 
that they should, by his means, recover their 
liberty. And some they forced into the service, 
and those that would not acquiesce in what they 
had resolved on, they slew. They also slew 
Chares, and w r ith him Jesus, one of his kinsmen, 
and a brother of Justus of Tiberias, as we have 
already said. Those of Gamala also wrote to 
me, desiring me to send them an armed force, 
and workmen to raise up the wall of their city; 
nor did I reject either of their requests. The 
region of Gaulonitis did also revolt from (he king, 
as far as the village Solytfia. 1 also built a wall 
about Seleucia and Soganni, which are villages 
naturally of very great strength. Moreover, I 
in like manner walled several villages of Upper 
Galilee, though they were very rocky of them¬ 
selves. Thejr names are Jamnia, and Meroth, 
and Achabare. I also fortified, in the Lower 
Galilee, the cities of Tarichete, Tiberias, .Sep- 
phoris, and the villages, the cave of Arbela, Ber- 
sobe, Selamin, Jotapata, Caphareccho, and Sigo 
and Japha, and Mount Tabor.* I also laid up a 
great quantity of corn in these places, and arm3 
withal, that might be for their security afterward. 

38. But the hatred that John, the so., of Levi, 
bore to me, grew now more violent, while he 
could not bear my prosperity with patience. So 
he proposed to himself, by all means possible, to 
make away with me, and built the walls of Gis- 
chala, which was the place of his nativity. He 
then sent his brother Simon, and Jonathan the 
son of Sisenna, and about a hundred armed men, 
to Jerusalem, to Simon the sou of Gamaliel,f in 
order to persuade him to inuuce the commonalty 
of Jerusalem to take from me the government 
over the Galileans, and to give their suffrages for 
conferring that authority upon him. This Simon 
was of the city Jerusalem, and of a wrv noble 
family, of the sect of the i harisees, which are 
supposed to excel other* in the accurate know¬ 
ledge of the laws of tluir omintn. lie was a 
man of great wisdom and reason, and capable of 
restoring public affairs by is prudence, when 

in Porta Mosis, ns is at served in the Latin notes. He 
might he also that Gamaliel II. whose jrnmlfather was 
Gamaliel I. who is mentioned Ads v. 34, mul at whose 
feet St. Paul was brought up , Acts \xii. 3. See Prid. 
at the year 446. 
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they were in an ill posture. He was also an old 
friend and companion of John; but at that time 
he had a difference with me. When therefore 
he had received such an exhortation, he per¬ 
suaded the high priests, Ananus, and Jesus the 
son of Gamala, and some others of the same se¬ 
ditious faction, to set me down, now I was grow¬ 
ing so great, and not to overlook me while I was 
aggrandizing myself to the height of glory; and 
he said, that it would be for the advantage of the 
Galileans, if I were deprived of my government 
there. Ananus also, and his friends, desired them 
to make no delay about the matter, lest I should 
get the knowledge of what was doing too soon, 
and should come and make an assault upon the 
city with a great army. This was the counsel 
of Simon; but Ananus the high priest demon¬ 
strated to them, that this was not an easy thing 
to be done, because many of the high priests, 
and of the rulers of the people, bore witness 
that I had acted like an excellent general, and 
that it was the work of ill men to accuse one 
against whom they had nothing to say. 

39. When Simon heard Ananus say this, he 
desired that the messengers would conceal the 
thing, and not let it come among many, for that he 
would take care to have Josephus removed out of 
Galilee very quickly. So he called for John’s 
brother, [Simon,] and charged him, that they 
should send presents to Ananus and his friends; 
for, as he said, they might probably by that 
means persuade them to change their minds. 
And indeed Simon did at length thus compass 
what he aimed at, for Ananus, and those with 
him, being corrupted by bribes, agreed to expel 
me out of Galilee, without making the rest of the 
citizens acquainted with what they were doing. 
Accordingly they resolved to send men of dis¬ 
tinction as to their families, and of distinction as 
to their learning also. Two of these were of the 
populace, Jonathan* and Ananias, by sect Phari¬ 
sees; while the third, Jozar, wns of the stock of 
the priests, and a Pharisee also; and Simon, the 
last of them, was of the youngest of the high 
priests. These had it given them in charge, 
that, when they were come to the multitude of 
the Galileans, they should ask them what was 
the reason of their love to mel and if they said, 
that it was because I was born at Jerusalem, that 
they should reply, that they four were all born at 
the same place; and if they should say, it was be¬ 
cause I was well versed in their law, they should 
reply, that neither were they unacquainted with 
the practices of their country, but if, besides 
these, they should say, they loved me because I 
was a priest, they should reply, that two of these 
were priests also. 

40. Now, when they had given Jonathan and 
his companions these instructions, they gave 
them forty thousand [drachmae] out of the public 
money: but when they heard that there was a 
certain Galilean that then sojourned at Jerusa¬ 
lem, whose name was Jesus, who had about him 
a band of six hundred armed men, they sent for 
him, and gave him three months’ pay, and gave 
him orders to follow Jonathan and his compan¬ 
ions, and be obedient to them. They also gave 
money to three hundred men that were citizens 
of Jerusalem, to maintain them all, and ordered 
them also to follow the ambassadors; and when 
they had complied, and were gotten ready for the 
march, Jonathan and his companions went out 
with them, having along with them John’s bro¬ 
ther, and a hundred nrmed men. The charge 
that was given them by those that sent them was 
this, that if I would voluntarily lay down my 
arms, they should send nv*. alive to the city Je¬ 
rusalem; but that in case I opposed them, they 

♦This Jonathan is also taken notice of in the Latin 
notes, as the same that is mentioned by the rabbins in 
Porta Mosis. 

tThis J take to be the first of Josephus’s remarkable 


should kill me, and fear nothing: for that it was 
their command for them so to do. They also 
wrote to John to make all ready for fighting me, 
and gave orders to the inhabitants of Seppnoris, 
and Gabara, and Tiberias, to send auxiliaries to 
John. 

41. Now, as my father wrote me an account of 
this, £for Jesus, the son of Gamala, who was pre¬ 
sent in that council, a friend and companion of 
mine, told him of it,) I was very much troubled, 
as discovering thereby, that my fellow-citizens 
proved so ungrateful to me, as, out of envy, to 
give order that I should be slain; iny father ear¬ 
nestly pressed me also in his letter to come to 
him, for that he longed to see his son before he 
died. I informed my friends of these things, and 
that in three days’ time I should leave the coun 
try, and go home. Upon hearing this they were 
all very sorry, and desired me, with tears in their 
eyes, not to leave them to be destroyed; for so 
they thought they should be, if I were deprived 
of the command over them: but as I did not 
grant their request, but was taking care of my 
own safety, the Galileans, out of their dread of 
the consequences of my departure, that they 
should then be at the mercy of the robbers, sent 
messengers over all Galilee to inform them of 
my resolution to leave them. Whereupon, as 
soon as they heard it, they got together in great 
numbers, from all parts, with their wives and 
children; and this they did, as it appeared to me, 
not more out of their affection to me, than out 
of their fear on their own account; for while I 
staid with them, they supposed that they should 
suffer no harm. So they all came into the great 
plain, wherein I lived, the name of which was 
Asochis. 

42. But wonderful it was what a dream I saw 
that very night; for when I had betaken myself 
to my bed, as grieved and disturbed at the news 
that had been written to me, it seemed to me, 
that a certain person stood by me,f and said, “ O 
Josephus! leave off' to afflict thy soul, and put 
away all fear; for what now grieves thee' will 
render thee very considerable, and in all respects 
most happy; for thou shalt get over not only 
these difficulties, but many others, with great 
success. However, be not cast down, but re¬ 
member that thou art to fight with the Romans.” 
When I had seen this dream, I got up with an 
intention of going down to the plain. Now when 
the whole multitude of the Galileans, among 
whom were the women and children, saw me, 
they- threw themselves down upon their faces, 
ancf, with tears in their eyes, besought me not to 
leave them exposed to their enemies, nor to go 
away and permit their country to be injured by 
them. But when I did not comply with their en¬ 
treaties, they compcdled nie to take an oath, that 
I would stay with them: they also cast abun¬ 
dance of reproaches upon the people of Jerusa¬ 
lem, that they would not let their country enjoy 
peace. 

43. When I heard this, and saw what sorrow 
the people were in, I was moved with compas¬ 
sion to them, and thought it became ine to un¬ 
dergo the most manifest hazards for the sake of 
so great a multitude; so l let them know I wo aid 
stay with them. And when I had given order 
that five thousand of them should come to me 
armed, nnd with provisions for their mainten¬ 
ance, I sent the. rest away to their own homes; 
and when those five thousand were come, I took 
them, together with three thousand of the sol¬ 
diers that were with me before, and eighty horse¬ 
men, and inarched to the village oi Ohabolo, 
situated in the confines of I’toleinais, and there 
kept my forces together, pretending to get ready 

or divine dreams, which w ere predictive of the great 
things that nfterwnrdseamc to pasB;of which 6 C 0 more 
In the note on Aniiq. B. iii. ch. viii. sec. 9. The otbeT 
is in the War, B. iii. ch. viii. 6cc. 3, 9. 
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to fight with Placidus, who was come with two 
cohorts of footmen, and one troop of horsemen, 
and was sent thither by Cestius Gallus, to burn 
those villages of Galilee that were near Ptole- 
mais. Upon whose casting up a bank before the 
city Ptolemais, I also pitched my camp at about 
the distance of sixty furlongs from that village. 
And now we frequently brought out our forces 
as if we would fight, but proceeded no farther 
than skirmishes at a distance; for when Placidus 
erceived that I was earnest to come to a battle, 
e was afraid and avoided it. Vet he did not 
remove from the neighbourhood of Ptolemais. 

-44. About this time it was that Jonathan and 
his fellow-legates came. They were sent, as we 
have said already, by Simon, and Ananus, the 
high priest. And Jonathan contrived how he 
might catch me by treachery; for He durst not 
make any attempt up*>n me openly. So he wrote 
me the following epistle: “Jonathan, and those 
that are with him, and are sent by the people of 
Jerusalem, to Josephus, send greeting. We are 
sent by the principal men of Jerusalem, who 
have heard that John of Gischala hath laid many 
snares for thee, to rebuke him, and to exhort him 
to be subject to thee hereafter. We are also 
desirous to consult with thee about our common 
concerns, and what is fit to be done. We there¬ 
fore desire thee to come to us quickly, and to 
bring only a few men with thee, for this village 
will not contain a great number of soldiers.”— 
Thus it was that they wrote, as expecting one of 
these two things, either that I should come with¬ 
out armed men, and then they should have me 
wholly in their power; or, if I*came with a great 
number, they should judge me to be a public 
enemy. Now it was a horseman who brought 
the letter, a man at other times bold, and one 
that had served in the army, under the king. It 
was the second hour of the night that he came, 
when I was feasting with my friends, and the 
principal of the Galileans. This man, upon my 
servant’s telling me, that a certain horseman o’f 
the Jewish nation was come, was called in at 
my command, but did not so much as salute me 
at all, but held out a letter, and said, “This letter 
is sent thee by those that are come from Jerusa¬ 
lem. Do thou write an answer to it quicklv, for I 
am obliged to return to them very soon.” Xowmy 
guests could not but wonder at the boldness of 
the soldier. Cut I desired him to sit down and sup 
with us; but when he refused so to do, I held the 
letter in my hands as I received it, and fell a talk¬ 
ing with my guests about other matters. Cut a 
few hours afterward I got up, and, when I had 
dismissed the rest to go to their beds, I bid onlv 
four of my intimate friends to stay, and ordered 
my servant to get some wine ready. I also open¬ 
ed the letter so that nobody could perceive it; 
and, understanding thereby presently the purport 
of the writing, I sealed it up again, and appeared 
as if I had not yet read it, but only held it in my 
hands. I ordered twenty drachmas should be 
given the soldier for the charges of his journev; 
and when he took the money, and said he thank¬ 
ed me for it, I perceived tliat he loved money, 
and that he was to be caught chiefly by that 
means, and I said to him, “ If thou wilt but drink 
with us, thou shalt have a drachma for every 
glass thou drinkest.” So he gladly embraced 
Shis proposal, and drank a great deal of wine, 
In order to get the more money, and was so drunk 
that at last he could not keep the secrets he was 
intrusted with, hut discovered them without my 
putting questions to him, viz. that a treacherous 
design was contrived against me, and that l was 
doomed to die hy those that sent him. When I 
heard this, I wrote back this answer: “Josephus 
to Jonathan, and those that are with him, send- 
eth greeting. Upon the information that you 
are come in health into Galilee, I rejoice, and 
thij especially, because I can now resign the 
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care of public affairs here into your hands, and 
return into my native country, which is what I 
have desired to do a great while; and I confess I 
ought not only to come to you as far as Xaloth, 
but farther, and this without your commands.-— 
But I desire you to excuse me, because I cannot 
do it now, since I watch the motions of Placidus, 
who hath a mind to go up into Galilee; and this 
I do here at Chabolo. Do you therefore, on the 
receipt of this epistle, come hither to me. Fare 
you well.” 

45. When I had written thus, and given the 
letter to be carried by the soldier, I sent along 
with him thirty of the Galileans of the best cha¬ 
racters, and gave them instructions to salute 
those ambassadors, but to say nothing else to 
them. I also gave orders to as many of those 
armed men, whom I esteemed most faithful to 
me, to go along with the others, every one with 
him whom he was to guard, lest some conversa¬ 
tion might pass between those whom I sent and 
those that were with Jonathan. So these men 
went [to Jonathan.] But when Jonathan and 
his partners had failed in this their first attempt, 
they sent me another letter, the contents where¬ 
of were as follows: “Jonathan and those with 
him, to Josephus, send greeting. We require thee 
to come to us at the village of Gabaroth, on the 
third day, without any armed men, that we may 
hear what thou hast to lay to the charge of John 
[of Gischala.”] Whtn they had written this let¬ 
ter, they saluted the Galileans whom I sent, and 
came to Japha, which was the largest village of 
all Galilee, and encompassed with very strong 
walls, and had a great number of inhabitants in 
it. There the multitude of men with their wives 
and children met them, and exclaimed loudly 
against them, and desired them to be gone, anil 
not to envy them the advantage of an excellent 
commander. With these clamors Jonathan and 
his partners were greatly provoked, although 
they durst not show their anger openly: so they 
macle them no answer, but went to other villa¬ 
ges. But still the same clamors met them from 
all the people, who said, “ Nobody should per¬ 
suade them to have any other commander be¬ 
sides Josephus.” So Jonathan and his partners 
went away from them without success, and came 
to Sepphoris, the greatest city of all Galilee. 
Now the men of that city who inclined to the Ro¬ 
mans in their sentiments, met them indeed, but 
neither praised nor reproached me; and when 
they were gone down from Sepphoris to Asochis, 
the people of that place made a clamor against 
them as those of Japha had done. Whereupon 
they were able to contain themselves no longer, 
but ordered the armed men that were with them 
to beat those that made the clamor with tbeir 
clubs. And when they came to Gabara, John 
met them with three thousand armed men; but, 
as I understood by their letter, that they had re¬ 
solved to fight against me, 1 arose from Chabo¬ 
lo, with three thousand armed men also, but left 
in my camp one of my fastest friends, and came 
to Jotapata, as desirous to be near them, the dis¬ 
tance being no more than forty furlongs. Whence 
I wrote thus to them: “ If you are very desirous 
that I should come to you, you know’there are 
two hundred and forty cities and villages in Ga¬ 
lilee. I will come to any of them which you 
please, excepting Gabara and Gischala; the one 
of which is John’s native city, and the other in 
confederacy and friendship with him.” 

4t>. When Jonathan and his partners had re¬ 
ceived this letter, they wrote me no more answers, 
but called a council of their friends together, and 
taking John into their consultation"they took 
counsel together by what means they might at¬ 
tack me. John’s opinion was, that they should 
write to all the cities and villages that’ were m 
Galilee; for that there must be certainly one or 
two persons in every one of them that was at 
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variance with me, and that they should be invit¬ 
ed to come to oppose me as an enemy. He 
would also have them send this resolution of 
theirs to the city of Jerusalem, that its citizens, 
upon the knowledge of my being adjudged to be 
an enemy by the Galileans, might themselves 
also confirm that determination. He said also, 
that when this was done, even those Galileans 
who were well affected to me would desert me 
out of fear. When John had given them this 
counsel, what he had said was very agreeable to 
the rest of them. I was also made acquainted 
with these affairs about the third hour of the 
night, bv the means of one Saccheus, who had 
belonged to them, but now deserted them and 
came over to me, and told me what they were 
about; so 1 perceived that no time was to be lost. 
Accordingly I gave command to Jacob, an armed 
man of my guard, whom I esteemed faithful to 
me, to take two hundred men, and to guard the 
passages that led from Gabara to Galilee, and to 
seize upon the passengers, and send them to me, 
especially suen as were caught with letters 
about them: I also sent Jeremias himself, one 
of inv friends, with six hundred armed men, to 
the borders of Galilee, in order to watch the 
roads that led from this country to the city Jer¬ 
usalem, and gave him charge to lay hold of such 
as travelled with letters about them, to keep the 
men in bonds upon the place, but to send me the 
letters. 

47. When I had lain these commands upon 
them, I gave them orders, and bid them to take 
their arms and bring three days’ provision with 
them, and be with me the next day. I also part¬ 
ed those that were about me into four parts, and 
ordained those of them that were most faithful to 
me to be a guard to my body. I also set over 
them centurions, and commanded them to take 
care that nut a soldier which they did not know 
should mingle himself among them. Now on the 
fifth day following, when I was in Gabaroth, I 
found the entire plain that was before the village 
full of armed men, who were come out of Gali¬ 
lee to assist me; many others of the multitude 
also, out of the village, ran along with me. But 
as soon as I had taken my place, and began to 
speak to them they all made an acclamation, 
and called me the benefactor and saviour of the 
country. And when I had made them my ac¬ 
knowledgments, and thanked them, [for their af¬ 
fection to me,] I also advised them to fight* with 
nobody, nor to spoil the country; but to pitch 
tneir tents in the plain, and be content with the 
sustenance they had brought with them; for I told 
them that 1 had a mind to compose these troubles 
without shedding any blood. Now it came to 
pass, that on the very same day those who were 
sent by John with letters, fell among the guards 
whom I had appointed to watch the roads; so 
the men were themselves kept upon the place, 
as my orders were, but I got the letters, which 
were full of reproaches and lies, and I intended 
to fall upon these men without saying a word of 
these matters to any body. 

48. Now as soon as Jonathan and his compa¬ 
nions heard of my coming, they took all their 
own friends, and John with them, and retired to 
the house of Jesus, which indeed was a large 
castle, and no way unlike a citadel; so they pri¬ 
vately laid a band of armed men therein, and shut 
till the other doors but one, which they kept 

* Josephus’s ilireciions to his soldiers here arc much 
the same that John the Baptist gave, Luke lii. 14, “ Do 
violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely, nnd he 
conient with your wages.” Whence I>r. Hudson con- 
tirnis ihis conjecture, that Josephus, in some things, 
was, even now, n follower of John the Baptist; which 
Is no wny improbable. Bee the note on see. 2. 

t We here learn the pruclicc of the Jews, in the days 
of Josephus, to inquire into the characters of witnesses, 
before they were admitted, and that their number ought 


open; and they expected that I should come out 
of the road to them, to salute them. And indeed 
they had given orders to the armed men, that 
when 1 came they should let nobody besides me 
come in, but should exclude others; as supposing 
that, by this means, they should easily get me 
under their power; but they were deceived in 
their expectation; for I perceived what snare9 
they had laid for me. Now as soon as I was got 
off my journey, 1 took up mv lodgings over 
against them, and pretended to be asleep; so Jo¬ 
nathan and his party, thinking that I was really 
asleep and at rest, made haste to go down into 
the plain, to persuade the people that I was an 
ill governor. But the matter proved otherwise, 
for upon their appearance, there was a cry made 
by tne Galileans immediately, declaring their 
good opinion of me as their governor; and they 
made a clamor against Jonathan and his part¬ 
ners, for coming to them when they had suffered 
no harm, and as though they would overturn 
their happy settlement; and desired them by all 
means to go back again, for that they would 
never be persuaded to have any other to rule 
over them but myself. When I heard of this, I 
did not fear to go down into the midst of them; 

1 went therefore mvsclf down presently to hear 
what Jonathan and his companions said. As soon 
as I appeared, there wns immediately an accla¬ 
mation made to me by the whole multitude, and 
a cry in my commendation by them, who con¬ 
fessed their thanks were owing to me for my 
good government of them. 

49. When Jonathan and his companions heard 
this, they were in fear of their own lives, and in 
danger lest they should be assaulted by the Ga¬ 
lileans on my account; so they contrived how 
they might run away. But as they were not able 
to get off, for I desired them to stay, they looked 
down with concern at my words to them. I or¬ 
dered therefore the multitude to restrain entire¬ 
ly their acclamations, and placed the most faithful 
of my armed men upon the avenues, to be a 
guard to us, lest John should unexpectedly fall 
upon us; and I encouraged the Galileans to take 
their weapons, lest they should be disturbed at 
their enemies, if any sudden assault should be 
made upon them. And then, in the first place, I 
put Jonathan and his partners in mind of their 
[former] letter, and after what manner they had 
written to me, and declared they were sent by 
the common consent of the people of Jerusalem, 
to make up the differences I had with John, and 
how they had desired me to come to them; and 
as I spake thus, I publicly showed that letter 
they had written, till they could not nt all deny 
what they had done, the letter itself convicting 
them. I then said, “O Jonathan, and you that 
are sent with him as his colleagues, if I were to 
be judged as to my behavior, compared with 
that of John’s, and had brought no more than 
twof or three witnesses, rood men nnd true, it is 
plain vou had been forced, upon the examination 
of their characters beforehand, to discharge the 
accusations: that therefore you mny be informed 
that I have acted well in the affairs of Galilee, I 
think three witnesses too few to be brought by a 
man that hath done as he ought to do; so 1 give 
you nil these for witnesses. Inquire of themf 
how 1 have lived, nnd whether I have not be¬ 
haved myself with all decency, nnd nfter a vir¬ 
tuous manner among them. And I further con- 

tohe three, or two nt the lenst, also exactly ns in the 
law of Moses, nnd in iho Aposiollral Constitutions, B. 
ii. rh. xxxvil. Bee lloreh Covenant Revived, p. 97, 98 

1 This nppeat to ihe whole body of the Calileans by 
Josephus, nnd the testimony they gave him of integ¬ 
rity in his conduct, ns their governor, is very like that 
nppcnl and testimony in the ense of the prophet Sam¬ 
uel, 1 Bam. xii. 1— r>, and perhaps was done by Jose¬ 
phus in imitation of him. 
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jure you, 0 Galileans, to hide no part of the 
truth, but to speak before these men as before 
judges, whether I have in any thing acted other¬ 
wise than well.” 

50. While I was thus speaking, the united 
voices of all the people joined together, and 
called me their benefactor and saviour, and at¬ 
tested to my former behaviour, and exhorted me 
to continue so to do hereafter; and they all said, 
upon their oaths, that their wives had been pre¬ 
served free from injuries, and that no one had 
ever been aggrieved by me. After this, I read 
to the Galileans two of those epistles which had 
oeen sent by Jonathan and his colleagues, and 
which those whom I had appointed to guard the 
road had taken, and sent to me. These were full 
of reproaches and of lies, as if I bad acted more like 
a tyrant than a governor against them, with many 
other things besides therein contained, which 
were no better indeed than impudent falsities. I 
also informed the multitude bow I came by these 
letters, and that those who carried them deli¬ 
vered them up voluntarily; for I was not willing 
that my enemies should know any thing of the 

f guards I had set, lest they should be afraid, and 
eave off writing hereafter. 

51. When the multitude heard these things, 
they were greatly provoked at Jonathan, and his 
colleagues that were with him, and were going 
to attack them and kill them; and this they 
nad certainly done, unless I had restrained the 
anger of the Galileans, and said, That “ I for¬ 
gave Jonathan and his colleagues wbat was past, 
if they would repent, and go to their ow n coun¬ 
try, and tell those who sent them the truth, as to 
my conduct.” When I had said this, I let them 
go, although I knew they would do nothing of 
what they had promised. But the multitude 
were very much enraged against them, and en¬ 
treated me to give them leave to punish them for 
their insolence; yet did I try all methods to per¬ 
suade them to spare the men; for I knew that 
every instance of sedition was pernicious to the 
public welfare. But the multitude were too an¬ 
gry with them to be dissuaded, and all of them 
went immediately to the house in which Jona¬ 
than and his colleagues abode. However, w hen 
I perceived that their rage could not be re¬ 
strained, I got on horseback, and ordered the 
multitude to follow me to the village Sogane, 
which was twenty furlongs off Gabara; and, by 
using this stratagem, I so managed myself, as 
not to appear to begin a civil war among them. 

52. But when I was come near Sogane, I 
caused the multitude to make a halt, and ex¬ 
horted them not to be so easily provoked to 
anger, and to the inflicting such punishments as 
could not be afterward recalled; I also gave or¬ 
der, that a hundred men who were already in 
years, and were principal men among them, 
should get themselves ready to go to the city J e- 
rusalem, and should make a complaint before the 
people, of such as raised seditions in the coun¬ 
try. And I said to them, that, “in case they be 
moved with what you say, you shall desire the 
community to write to me, and to enjoin me to 
continue in Galilee, and to order Jonathan and 
his colleagues to depart out of it.” When I had 
suggested these instructions to them, and while 
they were getting themselves ready as fast as 
they could, I sent them on this errand the third 
day after they had been assembled; I also sent 
five hundred armed men with them [as a guard.] 
I then wrote to my friends in Samaria, to take 
care that they might safely pass through the 
country; for Samaria was already under tlie Ro¬ 
mans, and it was absolutely necessary for those 
that go quickly [to Jerusalem] to pass through 

* It is worth noting here, that there was now’ a great 
Proseuchce, or place of prayer, in the city Tiberias it¬ 
self, though such Proseucha used to be out of cities, as 
the synagogues were within them; of them sec Be 
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that country; for in that road you may, in three 
days* time, go from Galilee to J erusalem. I also 
wentmysell, and conducted the old men as far as 
the bounds of Galilee, and set guards in the 
roads, that it might not be easily known by any 
one that these men were gone. And when I had 
thus done, I went and abode at Japha. 

53. Now Jonathan and his colleagues having 
failed of accomplishing what they would have 
done against me, they sent John back to Gischa- 
la, but went themselves to the city Tiberias, ex¬ 
pecting it would submit itself to them; aud this 
was founded on a letter which Jesus, their then 
governor, had written them, promising, that if 
they came, the multitude would receive them, 
ana choose to be under their government; so they 
went their ways with this expectation. But Si¬ 
las, who, as I said, had been left curator of Tibe¬ 
rias by me, informed me of this, and desired me 
to make haste thither. Accordingly I complied 
with his advice immediately, and came thither, 
but found myself in danger of mv life, from the 
following occasion: Jonathan and his colleagues 
had been at Tiberias, and had persuaded a great 
many of such as had a q-uarrel with me to desert 
me;*but when they heard of my coming they 
were in fear for themselves, and came to me, and 
when they had saluted me, they said that I was 
a happy man in having behaved myself so well 
in the government of Galilee; and they congra¬ 
tulated me upon the honors that were paid me: 
for they said, that my glory was a credit to them, 
since they had been my teachers and fellow-citi¬ 
zens; and they said farther, that it was but just 
that they should prefer my friendship to them 
rather than John’s, and that they would have 
immediately gone home, but that they staid that 
they might deliver up John into my power; and 
when they said this they took their oaths of it, 
and those such as are most tremendous amongst 
us, and such as I did not think fit to disbelieve. 
However, they desired me to lodge somewhere 
else; because the next day was the Sabbath, and 
that it was not fit the city of Tiberias should be 
disturbed [on that day.] 

54. So I suspected nothing, and went away to 
Tarichese; yet did I withal leave some to make in¬ 
quiry in the city how matters went, and whether 
any thing was said about me; I also set many per¬ 
sons all the way that led from Tarichere to Tibe¬ 
rias, that they might communicate' from one 
to another, if thev learned any news from these 
that were left in the city. On the next day, there¬ 
fore, they all came into the Proseucha;* it was 
a large edifice, and capable of receiving a great 
number of people; thitner Jonathan went in, and 
though he durst not openly speak of a revolt, yet 
did he say that their city stood in need of abetter 
governor than it then had. But Jesus, who was 
the ruler, made no scruple to speak out, and said 
openly, “ O fellow-citizens! it is better for you 
to be’in subjection to four than to one; and those 
such as are of high birth, and not without reputa¬ 
tion for their wisdom and pointed to Jonathan 
and his colleagues. Upon his saving this, Justus 
came in and commended him Tor what he had 
said, and persuaded some of the people to be of 
his mind also. But the multitude were not plea¬ 
sed with what was said, and had certainly gone 
into a tumult, unless the sixth hour which was 
now come had dissolved the assembly, at which 
hour our law requires us to to dinner on Sab¬ 
bath-days; so Jonathan and hi* colleagues put 
off their council till the next day, and went off 
without success. When I was informed of these 
affairs, I determined to go to the citv of Tiberias 
in the morning. Accordingly, on the next day, 
about the first hour of the day, I earne from Tari- 

Moyne on Polycarp’s epistle, pa"e 76. It is also worth 
our remark, that the Jews in the days of Josephus used 
to dine at the sixth hour or noon; and that in obedience 
to their notions of the law of Moses also. 

B 2 
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**hea>, and found the multitude already assembled 
in the Proseucha; but on what account they had 
gotten together, those that were assembled did 
not know. But when Jonathan and his colleagues 
saw me there unexpectedly, they were in disor¬ 
der; after which they raised a report of their own 
contrivance, that Roman horsemen were seen at 
a place called Union, in the borders of Galilee, 
thirty furlongs distant from the city. Upon which 
report Jonathan and his colleagues cunningly ex¬ 
horted me not to neglect this matter, nor to sutler 
the land to be spoiled by the enemy. And this 
they said with a design to remove me out of the 
city, under the pretence of the want of extraor¬ 
dinary assistance, while they might dispose the 
city to be my ^nerny. 

55. As for myself, although I knew of their de¬ 
sign, yet did I comply with what they proposed, 
lest tlie people of Tiberias should have occasion 
to suppose, that I was not careful of theirsecurity. 
I therefore went out; but when I was at the place, 
l found not the least footsteps of any enemy, so 
I returned as fast as ever I could, and found the 
whole council assembled, and the body of the 
people gotten together, and Jonathan and his col¬ 
leagues bringiug vehement accusations against 
me, as one who had no concern to ease them of 
the burdens of war, and as one that lived luxu¬ 
riously. And as they were discoursing thus, they 
produced four letters as written to them, from 
some people that lived at the borders of Galilee, 
imploring that they would come to their assist¬ 
ance, for that there was an army of Romans, both 
horsemen and footmen, who -would come and lay 
waste the country on the third day; they desired 
them also to make haste, and not to overlook 
them. When the people of Tiberias heard this, 
they thought they spake truth, and made a 
clamour against me, and said, I ought not to sit 
still, but.to go away to the assistance of their 
countrymen. Hereupon I said, (for I understood 
the meaning of Jonathan and his colleagues,) 
that I was ready to comply with what they pro¬ 
posed, and without delay to march to the war 
which they spake of; yet did I advise them, at 
the same time, that since these letters declared 
that the Romans would make their assault in four 
several places, they should part their forces into 
five bodies, and make Jonathan and his colleagues 
generals of each body of them, because it was 
tit for bravd men, not only to give counsel, but to 
take the place of leaders, and assist their coun¬ 
trymen when such a necessity pressed them; for, 
said I, it is not possible for me to lead more than 
one party, This advice of mine greatly pleased 
the multitude; so they compelled them to go 
forth to the war. But their designs were put into 
very much disorder, because they had not done 
what they designed to do on account of my stra¬ 
tagem, which was opposite to their undertakings. 

56. Now there was one, whose name was Ana¬ 
nias, a wicked man he was, and very mischievous: 
he proposed that a general religious fast* should 
be appointed the next day, for all the people, and 
gave order that at the same hour tney should 
come to the same place without*-any weapons, to 
make it manifest before God, that while they ob¬ 
tained his assistance they thought all these wea¬ 
pons useless. This he said, not out of piety, but 
that they might catch me and my friends unarm¬ 
ed. Now I was hereupon forced to comply, lest 
I should appear to despise a proposal that tended 
to piety. As soon, therefore, ns we were gone 
home, Jonathan and his colleagues wrote to John, 
to come to them in the morning, and desiring 
him to come with as many soldiers as he possi¬ 
bly could, for that they should then be able easily 
to get me into their hands, and to do all they desir¬ 
ed to do. When John had received this letter, he 

* One may observe here, that tills Iny Phnrisce Ana¬ 
nias, ns we have seen lie was, sect. 39, took upon film to 


resolved to comply with it. As for myself, on 
the next day, I ordered two of the guards of my 
body, whom I esteemed the most courageous, 
and most faithful, to hide daggers under their 
arments, and to go along with me, that we might 
efend ourselves, if any attack should be made 
upon us by our enemies. I also myself took my 
breast-plate, and girded on my sword, so that it 
might be, as far as it was possible, concealed, and 
came into the Proseucha. 

57. Now Jesus, who was the ruler, commanded 
that they should exclude all that came with me, 
for he kept the door himself, and suffered none 
but his friends to go in. And while we were en¬ 
gaged in the duties of the day, and bad betaken 
ourselves to our prayers, Jesus got up, and in¬ 
quired of me what was become of tne vessels 
that were taken out of the king’9 palace, when it 
was burnt down, [and] of that uncoined silver; 
and in whose possession they now were? This 
he said, in order to drive away time till John 
should come. I said that Capellus, and the ten 
principal men of Tiberias, had them all; and I 
told him that he might ask them whether I told 
a lie or not. And when they said they had them, 
he asked me, what is become of those twenty 
pieces of gold which thou didst receive upon the 
sale of a certain weight of uncoined money? I 
replied, that I had given them to those ambassa¬ 
dors of theirs, as a maintenance for them, when 
they were sent by them to Jerusalem. So Jona¬ 
than and his colleagues said, that I had not done 
well to pay the ambassadors out of the public 
money. And when the multitude were very 
angry at them for tjiis, for they perceived the 
wickedness of the men, I understood that a tu¬ 
mult w r as going to arise; and being desirous to 
provoke the people to a greater rage against the 
men, I said, “But if I have not done well in pay¬ 
ing our ambassadors out of the public stock, leave 
off your anger at me, for I will repay the twenty 
pieces of gold myself.” 

58. When I had said this, Jonathan and his col¬ 
leagues held their peace; but the people were still 
niort irritated against them, upon their openly 
9howdng their unjust ill-will to me. When Jesus 
saw this change in the people, he ordered them 
to depart, but desired the senate to stay; for that 
they could not examine things of suen a nature 
in a tumult; and, as the people iverc crying out 
that they wonld not leave me alone, there came 
one and told Jesus and his friends privately, that 
John and his armed men w T ere at hand; where¬ 
upon Jonathan and his colleagues, being able to 
contain themselves no longer, (and pernaps the 
providence of God hereby procuring my deli¬ 
verance; for, had not this neen so, I had cer¬ 
tainly been destroyed by John,) said, “ O you 
people of Tiberias; leave off this inquiry about 
the twenty pieces of gold; for Josephus hath not 
deserved to die for them, but he hath deserved it 
by his desire of tyrannizing, and by cheating the 
multitude of the Galileans with his speeches, in 
order to gain the dominion over them.” When 
he had said this, they presently laid hands upon 
me, and endeavored'to kill me; but, as soon as 
those that were with me saw what they did, they 
drew their swords, and threatened to smite them, 
if they offered any violence to me. The people 
also took up stones, and were about to throw them 
at Jonathan; and so they snatched me from the 
violence of my enemies. 

59. But, as I was gone out a little way, I was 
just upon meeting John, who was marching with 
nis armed men. So I was afraid of him, and 
turned aside, and escaped by a narrow passage 
to the lake, and seized on a ship, and embarked 
in it, and sailed over to Tarichcse. So, beyond 
my expectation, I escaped this danger. Wnere- 

appoint a fast at Tiberias, and was obeyed; though in¬ 
deed it wa 9 not out of religion, but knavish policy 
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upon I presently sent for the chief of the Gali¬ 
leans, and told them after what manner, against 
all faith given, I had been very near to destruc¬ 
tion from Jonathan and his colleagues, and the 
people of Tiberias. Upon which the multitude of 
the Galileans were very angry, and encouraged 
me to delay no longer to make war upon them, 
but to permit them to go against John, and ut¬ 
terly to destroy him, as well as Jonathan and his 
colleagues. However, I restrained them, though 
they were in such a rage, and desired them to 
tarry awhile, till we should be informed- what 
orders those ambassadors that were sent by them 
to the city of Jerusalem, should bring thence; for 
I told them that it was best for them to act ac¬ 
cording to their determination; whereupon they 
were prevailed on. At which time also, John, 
when the snares he had laid did not take effect, 
returned back to Gischala. 

60. Now in a few days those ambassadors whom 
we had sent, came back again and informed us, 
that the people were greatly provoked at Ana- 
nus, and Simon the son of Gamaliel, and their 
friends; that, without any public determination, 
they had sent to Galilee, and had done their en¬ 
deavors that I might be turned out of the go¬ 
vernment. The ambassadors said farther, that 
the people were ready to burn their houses.— 
They also brought letters, whereby the chief 
men of Jerusalem, at the earnest petition of the 
people, confirmed me in the government of Ga- 
ilee, and enjoined Jonathan and his colleagues 

to return home quickly. When 1 had gotten 
these letters, I came to the village Arbela, where 
I procured an assembly of the Galileans to meet, 
and bid the ambassadors declare to them the 
anger of the people of Jerusalem at what had 
been done by Jonathan and h's colleagues, and 
how much they hated their wicked domgs, and 
how they had confirmed me in the government 
of their country; as also what related to the or¬ 
der they had in writing for Jonathan and his col¬ 
leagues to return home. So I immediately sent 
them the letter, and bid him that carried it to 
inquire, as well as he could, how they intended 
to act [on this occasion.] 

61. Now when they had received that letter, 
and were thereby greatly disturbed, they sent 
for John, and for the senators of Tiberias, and 
for the principal men of the Gabarens, and pro¬ 
posed to hold a council, and desired them to con¬ 
sider what was to be done by them. However, 
the governors of Tiberias were greatly disposed to 
keep the government to themselves; for they 
said it was not fit to desert their city now it was 
committed to their trust and that otherwise I 
should not delay tc fall upon them; for they 
pretended falsely that so I had threatened to do. 
Now John was not only of their opinion, but 
advised them that two of them should go to ac¬ 
cuse me before the multitude, [at Jerusalem,] 
that I do not manage the affairs of Galilee as 1 
ought to do, and that they would easily persuade 
the people, because of their dignity, anci because 
the whole multitude are very mutable. When 
therefore it appeared that John had suggested 
the wisest advice to them, they resolved that two 
of them, Jonathan and Ananias, should go to the 
people of Jerusalem, and the other two [Simon 
and Joazar] should be left behind to tarry at 
Tiberias. They also took along with them a 
hundred soldiers for their guard. 

62. However, the governors of Tiberias took 
care to have their city secured with walls, and 
commanded their inhabitants to take their arms. 
They also sent for a great many soldiers from 
John to assist them against me,'if there should 
be occasion for them. Now John was at Gis¬ 
chala. Jonathan therefore, and those that were 
with him, when they were departed from Tibe¬ 
rias, and as soon as they were conic to Dabaritta, 
a village that lay in the utmost parts of Galilee, 


in the great plain, they about midnight fell a- 
mongthe guards I had set, who both commanded 
them to lay aside their weapons, and kept them 
in bonds upon the place, as I had charged them 
to do. This news was written to me by Levi, 
who had the command of that guard committed 
to him by me. Hereupon I said nothing of it for 
two days; and, pretending to know nothing about 
it, I sent a message to the people of Tiberias, and 
advised them to lay their arms aside, and to dis¬ 
miss their men, that they might go home. Bu* 
supposing that Jonathan, and those that were 
with him, were already arrived at Jerusalem, 
they made reproachful answers to me; yet was 
I not terrified thereby, but contrived another 
stratagem against them; for I did not think it 
agreeable with piety to kindle the fire of war 
against the citizens. As I was desirous to draw 
those men away from Tiberias, I chose out ten 
thousand of the best of my armed men and di¬ 
vided them into three bodies, and ordered them 
to go privately, and lie still as an ambush in the 
villages. I also led a thousand into another 
village, which lay indeed in the mountains, a3 
did the others, but only four furlongs distant from 
Tiberias, and gave orders, that when they saw 
jnv signal, they should come down immediately: 
while I myself lay with my soldiers, in the sight 
of every body. Hereupon the people of Tibe¬ 
rias, at the sight of me, came running out of the 
city perpetually, and abused me greatly. Nay 
their madness was come to that height, that they 
made a decent bier for me, and standing about it, 
they mourned over me in the way ot jest and 
sport; and I could not but be mysell in a pleasant 
humor upon the sight of this madness of theirs. 

63. And now, being desirous to catch Simon 
by a wile, and Joazar with him, I sent a message 
to them, and desired them to come a little wav 
out of the city, with many of their, friends to 
guard them; for I said I would come down to 
them, and make a league with them, and divide 
the government of Galilee with them. Accord¬ 
ingly Simon was deluded on account of his im¬ 
prudence, and out of the hopes of gain, and did 
not delay to come; but Joazar suspecting snares 
were laicl for him, staid behind. So when Simon 
was come out, and his friends with him for his 
guard, I met him, and saluted him with great 
civility, and professed that I was obliged to him 
for his coming up to me; but a little while after¬ 
ward I walked along with him, as though I would 
say something to him by myself, and, when I had 
drawn him a good way from his friends, I took 
him about the middle, and gave him to my friends 
that were with me, to carry him into a village; 
and, commanding my armed men to come down, 
I with them made an assault upon Tiberias.— 
Now .as the fight grew hot on Doth sides, and 
the soldiers belonging to Tiberias were in a 
fair way to conquer me, (for my armed men were 
already fled away,) I saw the posture of my af¬ 
fairs; and encouraging those that were with me, 
I pursued those of Tiberias, even when they 
were already conquerors, into the city. I also 
sent another band of soldiers into the city by the 
lake, and gave them orders to set on fire the first 
house they could seize upon. When this was 
done, the people of Tiberias thought that their 
city was taken by force, and so threw down their 
arms for fear, and implored, they, their wives 
and children, that I would spare their city. So 
I was over-persuaded by their entreaties, and 
restrained the soldiers from the vehemency with 
which they pursued them; while I myself, upon 
the coming on of the evening, returned bark 
with my soldiers, and went to refresh myself. 
I also invited Simon to sup with me, and com¬ 
forted him on occasion of what had happened, 
and I promised that I would send him safe and 
secure to Jerusalem, and withal would give him 
provisions for his journey thither. 
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64. But on the next da}' I brought ten thou¬ 
sand armed men with me, and came to Tiberias. 
I then sent for the principal men of the multitude 
into the public place, and enjoined them to tell 
me who were the authors of the revolt; and 
when they had told me who the men were, I sent 
them bound to the city of Jotapata. But as to 
Jonathan and Ananias, I freed them from their 
bonds, and gave them provisions for their jour¬ 
ney, together with Simon and Joazar, and five 
hundred armed men who should guard them, 
and so I sent them to Jerusalem. The people of 
Tiberias also came to me again, and desired that 
I would forgive them for what they had done, 
and they said they would amend what they had 
done nmiss with regard to me, by their fidelity 
for the time to come; and they besought me to 
preserve what spoils remained upon the plunder 
of the city, for those that had lost them. Ac¬ 
cordingly I enjoined those that had got them to 
bring them all before us: and when they did not 
comply for a great while, and I saw one of the 
soldiers that were about me with a garment on 
that was more splendid than ordinary, I asked 
him whence he had it? and when he replied, 
that he bad it out of the plunder of the city, I 
had him punished with stripes; and I threatened 
all the rest to indict a severer punishment upon 
them, unless they produced before us whatso¬ 
ever they had plundered; and when a great 
many spoils were brought together, I restored 
to every one of Tiberias what they claimed to 
be their own. 

65. And now I am come to this part of my nar¬ 
ration, I have a mind to say a few things to Jus¬ 
tus, who hath himself written a history concern¬ 
ing these affairs; as also to others who profess 
to write history, but have little regard to truth, 
and are not afraid, either out of ill-will or good¬ 
will to some persons, to relate falsehoods. These 
men do, like those who compose forged deeds 
and conveyances; and because they are not 
brought to the like punishment with them, they 
have no regard to truth. When therefore J ustus 
undertook to write about these facts, and about 
the Jewish war, that he might appear to have 
been an industrious man. he falsified in what he 
related about me, and could not speak truth even 
about his own country; whence it is, that being 
belied by him, I ain under a necessity to make 
ray defence; and so I shall say what I have con¬ 
cealed till now. And let no one wonder that I 
have not told the world these things a great while 
ago. For although it be necessary tor an historian 
to write the truth, yet is such a one not bound 
severely to animadvert on the wickedness of 
certain men; notout of any favor to them, but 
out of an author’s own moderation. How then 
comes it to pass, O Justus, thou most sagacious 
of writers, (that I may address myself to him as 
if he were here present,) for so thou boastest of 
thyself, that I and the Galileans have been the 
authors of that sedition which thy country enga- 

ed in, both against the Romans and against the 

ing [Agrippa junior?] For before ever I \vas 
appointed governor of Galilee bv the community 
of Jerusalem, both thou, and all the people of 
Tiberias, had not onlv taken up arms, but had 
made war with Deeapolis of Syria. Accordingly, 
thou hadst ordered their villages to be burnt, 
and a domestic servant of thine fell in the battle. 
JVor is it 1 only who say this; but so it is written 
in the commentaries ot Vespasian the emperor, 
as also how the inhabitants of Deeapolis came 
clamoring to Vespasian at Ptolemais, and desi¬ 
red that thou, who want the author [of that war] 
mightest be brought to punishment. And thou 
hadst certainly bee* punished at the command 
of Vespasian, had not king Agrippa, who had 
power given him to have thee put to death, at 
the earnest entreaty of his sister Bernice, chan¬ 
ged the punishment of death into a long impri¬ 


sonment. Thy political administration of affair* 
afterwards does also clearly discover both thy 
other behavior in life, and that thou wast the 
occasion of thy country’s revolt from the Ro¬ 
mans; plain signs of which I shall produce pre¬ 
sently. I have also a mind to say a few thing9 
to the rest of the people of Tiberias on thy ac¬ 
count, and to demonstrate to those that light 
upon this history, that you bear no good-will, nei¬ 
ther to the Romans, nor to the king. To be sure 
the greatest cities of Galilee, O Justus, were 
Sepphoris, and thy country Tiberias. But Sep- 
phoris, situated in the very midst of Galilee, and 
having many villages about it, and able with ease 
to have been bold and troublesome to the Ro¬ 
mans, if they had so pleased, vet did it resolve 
to continue faithful to those their masters, and 
at the same time excluded me out of their city, 
and prohibited all their citizens from joining with 
the Jew's in the war, and that they might be out 
of danger from me, they by a wile got leave of 
me to iortify their city with walls: they also, of 
their own accord, admitted of a garrison of Ro¬ 
man legions, sent them by Cestus Gallus, w’ho 
was then president of Syria, and so had me in 
contempt, though I was then very powerful, and 
all w'ere greatly afraid of me; and at the same 
time that the greatest of our cities, Jerusalem 
w'as besieged, and that temple of ours, which 
belonged to us all, was in danger of falling under 
the enemy’s power, they sent no assistance thith¬ 
er, as not willing to have it thought they would 
bear arms against the Romans, liut as for thy 
country, O Justus, situated upon the lake of Ge- 
nesareth, and distant from Hippos thirty fur¬ 
longs, from Gadara sixty, and from Scythopolis 
which w’as under the king’s jurisdiction, a nun- 
dred and twenty*; when there W’as no Jewish 
city near, it might easily have preserved its fide¬ 
lity [to the Romans] if it bad so pleased them to 
do; for the city and its people had plenty of wea¬ 
pons. But as thou sayest, I was then the author 
[of their revolt.] And pray, 0 Justus, who was 
the author afterwards? For thou knowest that I 
w T as in the pow’er of the Romans before Jerusa¬ 
lem was besieged, and before the same time Jo¬ 
tapata was taken by force, as well as many other 
fortresses, and a great many of the Galileans fell 
in the w r ar. It was therefore then a proper time, 
when you w r ere certainly freed from any fear on 
my account, to throw away your weapons, and to 
demonstrate to the king and to the Romans, that 
it was not of choice, but as forced by necessity, 
that yon fell into the war against them; but you 
staid till Vespasian came himself as far as your 
walls, with his whole army; and then you did in¬ 
deed lay aside your weapons out of fear, and your 
city had for certain been taken by force, unless 
Vespasian had complied with the king’s supplica¬ 
tion fur you, and bad excused your madness. It 
w'as not I, therefore, who w’as the author of this, 
but your own inclinations to war. Do not you re¬ 
member how often I got you under my power, 
and yet put none of you to death? nay, you once 
fell into a tumult one against another, and slew 
one hundred and eighty-five of your citizens, 
not on account of your good-w’ill to the king and 
to the Romans, but on nccount of your own 
wickedness, .and this while l was besieged by the 
Romans in Jotapata. A*ay indeed, were there 
not reckoned up two thousand of the people of 
Tiberias, during the siege of Jerusalem, some 
of which were slain, and the rest caught and car¬ 
ried captives? But thou wilt pretend that thou 
didst not engage in the war, since thou didst flee 
to the king. Yes, indeed, thou didst flee to him; 
but I say it w r as out of fear of me. Thou sayest 
indeed, that it is I who am a wicked man. But 
then, for what reason was it that king Agrippa, 
who procured thee thy life when thou wast con¬ 
demned to die by Vespasian, and who bestowed 
so much riches upon thee, did twice afterward 
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put thee into bonds, and as often obliged thee to 
run away from thy country, and, when he had 
once ordered thee to be put to death, he granted 
thee a pardon at the earnest desire of Bernice? 
and, when (after so many of thy wicked pranks) 
he had made thee his secretary, he caught thee 
falsifying thy epistles, and drove thee away from 
his sight, llut I shall not enquire accurately 
into these matters of scandal against thee. Yet 
cannot I but wonder at thy impudence, when 
thou hast the assurance to say, that thou hast bet¬ 
ter related these affairs [of the war] than have 
all the others that have written about them, 
whilst thou didst not know what was done in Ga¬ 
lilee; for thou wast then at Berytus with the 
king, nor didst thou know how much the Ro¬ 
mans suffered at the siege of Jotapata, or what 
miseries they brought upon us; nor couldst thou 
learn by inquiry what I did during that siege my¬ 
self; for all those that might afford such informa¬ 
tion were quite destroyed in that siege. But per¬ 
haps thou wilt say, thou hast written of what was 
done against the people of Jerusalem exactly. 
But how should that be? for neither wast thou 
concerned in that war, nor hast thou read the 
commentaries of Caesar; of which we have evi¬ 
dent proof, because thou hast contradicted those 
commentaries of Caesar in thy history. But if 
thou art so hardy as to affirm that thou hast writ¬ 
ten that history better than all the rest, why didst 
thou not publish thy history while the emperors 
Vespasian and Titus, the generals in that war, as 
well as king Agrippa and his family, who were 
men very well skilled in the learning of the 
Greeks, were all alive? for thou hast had it written 
these twenty years, and then mightest thou have 
had the testimony of thy accuracy. But now, 
when these men are no longer with us, and thou 
thinkest thou canst not be contradicted, thou 
venturest to publish it. But then I was not in 
like manner afraid of my own writing, but I of¬ 
fered my books to the emperors themselves, 
when the facts were almost under men’s eyes; 
for I was conscious to myself, that I had ob¬ 
served the truth of the facts; and as I expected 
to have their attestation to them, so I was not 
deceived in such expectation. Moreover, I im¬ 
mediately presented my history to many other 
persons, some of which w r ere concerned in the 
war, as was king Agrippa, and soffie of his kin¬ 
dred. Now, the emperor Titus was so desirous 
that the knowledge of these affairs should be 
taken from the books alone, that he subscribed 
his own hand to them, and ordered that they 
should be published; and forking Agrippa, he 
wrote me sixty-two letters, and attested to the 
truth of what I had therein delivered; two of 
which letters I have here subjoined, and thou 
mayest thereby know their contents. “King 
Agrippa to Josephus, his dear friend, sendeth 
greeting. I have read over thy book with great 
pleasure, and it appears to me that thou hast 
done it much more accurately, and with greater 
care, than have the other writers. Send me the 
rest of these books. Farewell, my dear friend.” 
“King Agrippa to Josephus, his dear friend, 
sendeth greeting. It seems by what thou hast 

* The character of this history of Justus of Tiberias, 
the rival of our Josephus, which is uow lost, with its 
only remaining fragment, are given us by a very able 
critic, Photius, who read that history. It is in the 33rd 
code of his Bibliotheca, and runs thus : “I have read 
(says Photius) the chronology of Justus of Tiberias, 
whose title is this, [7 'he Chronology of] the Kings of 
.Judah which succeeded one another. This [Justus] 
came out of the city Tiberias in Galilee. He begins 
his history from Moses,and ends it not til) the death of 
Agrippa, the seventh [ruler] of the family of Herod, 
and the last king of the Jews ; who took the govern¬ 
ment under Claudius, had it augmented under Nero, 
and still more augmented by Vaspasian. He died in 
the third year of Trajan, where also his history ends. 
He is very concise in Ins language, and slightly passes 
over those affui-rs that were most necessary to be in- 
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written, that thou standest in need of no instruc¬ 
tion, in order to our information from the begin¬ 
ning. However, when thou comest to me, I will 
inform thee of a great many things which thou 
dost not know.” So when this history was per¬ 
fected, Agrippa, neither by way of flattery, which 
was not agreeable to him, nor by way of irony, 
as thou wilt say, (for he was entirely a stranger 
to such an evil disposition of mind,) but he wrote 
thus by way of attestation to what was true, as 
all that read histories may do. And so much 
shall be said concerning Justus,* which I am 
obliged to add by way of digression. 

66. Now when I had settled the affairs of Ti¬ 
berias, and had assembled my friends a 3 a San¬ 
hedrim, I consulted what I should do as to John. 
Whereupon it appeared to be the opinion of all 
the Galileans, that I should arm them all, and 
march against John, and punish him as the au¬ 
thor of all the disorders that had happened. Yet 
was I not pleased with their determination; as 
purposing to compose these troubles without 
bloodshed. Upon this I exhorted them to use 
the utmost care to learn the names of all that 
were under John; which when they had done, 
and I thereby was apprized who the men were, 
I published an edict, wherein I offered security 
and iny right hand to such of John’s party as had 
a mind to repent; and I allowed twenty days’ 
time to such as would take this most advanta¬ 
geous course for themselves. I also threatened, 
that unless they threw down their arms, I w'ould 
burn their houses, and expose their goods to 
public sale. When the men heard of this, they 
were in no small disorder, and deserted John; 
and, to the number of four thousand, threw down 
fheir arms, and came to me. So that no others 
staid with John but his own citizens, and about 
fifteen hundred strangers that came from the 
metropolis of Tyre; and, when John saw that he 
had been outwitted by ray stratagem, he continu¬ 
ed afterward- in his own country, and was in 
great fear of me. 

67. But about this time it was that the people 
of Sepphoris grew insolent, and took up arms, 
out of a confidence they had in the strength of 
their walls, and because they saw me engaged 
in other affairs also. So they sent to Cestius 
Gallus, who was president of Syria, and desired 
that he would either come quickly to them, and 
take their city under his protection, or send them 
a garrison. Accordingly Gallus promised them 
to come, but did not send word when he would 
come: and, when I had learned so much, I took 
the soldiers that were with me, and made an as¬ 
sault upon the people of Sepphoris, and took the 
city by force. The Galileans took this opportu¬ 
nity, as thinking they had now a proper time for 
showing their hatred to them, since they bore ill- 
will to that city also. They then exerted them¬ 
selves, as if they would destroy them all utterly, 
with those that sojourned there also. So they 
ran upon them, and set their houses on fire, as 
finding them without inhabitants; for the men 
out of fear ran together to the citadel. So the 
Galileans carried oft* every thing, and omitted 
no kind of desolation which they could bring 

sisted on; and being under the Jewish prejudices, as 
indeed he was himself also a Jew by birth, he makes 
not the least mention of the appearance of Christ, or 
what things happened to him, or of the wonderful works 
that he did. He was the son of n certain Jew whose 
name was Pistus. lie was a man, ns he is described 
by Josephus, of a most profligate character; a slave 
both to money and to pleasure. In public affairs he 
was opposite to Josephus; and it is related, that he laid 
many plots against him, but that Josephus, though he 
had his enemy frequently under his power, did only 
reproach him in words, and so let him go without fur¬ 
ther punishment. lie says, also, that the history which 
this man wrote is, for the main, fabulous, and chiefly 
as to those parts where he describes the Itoman war 
tVith the Jews, and the taking of Jerusalem. 
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upon their countrymen. When I saw this, I was 
exceedingly troubled at it, and commanded them 
to leave on, and put them in mind that it was 
not agreeable to piety to do such things to their 
countrymen: but since they neither would hear¬ 
ken to what I exhorted, nor to w hat I commanded 
them to do, (for the hatred they bore to the peo¬ 
ple there was too hard for my exhortations to 
them,) I bid those my friends, who were most 
faithful to me, and were about me, to give out 
reports, as if the Romans w’ere falling upon the 
other part of the city with a great army; and 
this I did that by such a report being spread 
abroad, I might restrain the violence of the Ga¬ 
lileans, and preserve the city of Sepphoris. And 
at length this stratagem had its effect; for, upon 
hearing this report, they w r ere in fear for them¬ 
selves, and so they lett off' plundering, and ran 
away; and this more especially, because they 
saw me, their general, do the same also; for, that 
I might cause this report to be believed, I pre¬ 
tended to be in fear as well as they. Thus were 
the inhabitants of Sepphoris unexpectedly pre¬ 
served by this contrivance of mine. 

68. Nay indeed, Tiberias had like to have been 
plundered by the Galileans also upon the follow¬ 
ing occasion: the chief men of the senate wrote 
to the king, and desired that he w*ould come to 
them, and take possession of their city. The 
king promised to come, and w rote a letter in an¬ 
swer to theirs, and gave it to one of his bed¬ 
chamber, w r hose name was Crispus , and who 
was by birth a Jew, to carry it to Tiberias.— 
When the Galileans knew that this man carried 
such a letter, they caught him, and brought him 
to me; but as soon as tne whole multitude heard 
of it, they were enraged, and betook themselves 
to their arms. So a great many of them got to¬ 
gether from all quarters the next-dav, and came 
to the city Asochis, where I then lodged, and 
made heavy clamors, and called the city Tibe¬ 
rias a traitor to them, and a friend to the king; 
and desired leave of me to go down and utterly 
destroy it; for they bore the like ill-will to the 
people of Tiberias, as they did to those of Sep¬ 
phoris. 

69. When I heard this, I w as in doubt what to 
do, and hesitated by what means I might deliver 
Tiberias from the rage of the Galileans; for I 
could not deny that those of Tiberias had writ¬ 
ten to the king, and had invited him to come to 
them; for his letters to them in answer thereto 
would fully prove the truth of that. So I sat a 
long time inusing with myself, and then said to 
them, “ I know well enough that the people of 
Tiberias have offended; nor shall I forbid you to 
plunder the city. However, such things ought 
to be done with discretion; for they of Tiberias 
have not been the only betrayers of our liberty, 
but many of the most eminent patriots of the 
Galileans, as they pretended to be, have done 
the same. Tarry therefore till I shall thoroughly 
find out those authors of our danger, and then 
you shall have them all at once under your 
power, with nil such as you shall yourselves 
oring in also.” Upon mv saying this I pacified 
the multitude, and tliev left off’ their anger, and 
went their ways; nnd 1 gave orders that he Who 
brought the king's letters should be put into 
bonds; but in a few*days 1 pretended that I was 
obliged, by a necessary affair of my own, to go 
out of the kingdom. 1 then railed Crispus pri¬ 
vately, nnd o rile red him to make the soldier that 
kept hint drunk, ami to run away to the king. 
So when Tiberias was in danger of being utterly 
destroyed n second time, it • scaped the (lunger 
by my skillful management, and the care that I 
bad lor its preservation. 

70 About this time it was that Justus, the son 
of l'istus, without my knowledge, ran away to 
the king; the occasion of which 1 will here re¬ 
late. Upon the beginning of the war between 


the Jews and the Romans, the people of Tibe 
rias resolved to submit to the king, and not to 
revolt from the Romans; while Justus tried to per¬ 
suade them to betake themselves to their arms, 
as being himself desirous of innovations, and 
having hopes of obtaining the government of 
Galilee, as w*ell as of his own country [Tiberias] 
also. Yet did he not obtain what he hoped for; 
because the Galileans bore ill-will to those of Ti¬ 
berias, and this on account of their anger at what 
miseries they had suffered from them before the 
war; thence it was, that they w r ould not endure 
that Justus should be their governor. I myself 
also, who had been entrusted by the community 
of Jerusalem with the government of Galilee, did 
frequently come to that degree of rage at Justus, 
that I had almost resolved to kill him, as notable 
to bear his mischievous disposition. He was 
therefore much afraid of me, lest at length my 
passion should come to extremity; so he w*ent to 
the king, as supposing that he should dwell better, 
and more safely w’ith him. 

71. Now when the people of Sepphoris had, in 
so surprising a manner, escaped their first dan¬ 
ger, they sent to Cestius Gallus, and desired him 
to come to them immediately, and take posses¬ 
sion of their city, or else to send forces sufficient 
to repress all their enemies’ incursions upon 
them; and at the last they did prevail with Gal¬ 
lus to send them a considerable army, both of 
horse and foot, which came in the night-time, 
and which they admitted into the city. But 
when the country round about it w*as harassed 
by the Roman army, I took those soldiers that 
were about me, and came to Garisme; w here I 
cast up a bank, a good way off the city Seppho¬ 
ris; and when I w as at twenty furlongs distance, 
I came upon it by night, and made an assault 
upon its walls with my forces; and when I had 
ordered a considerable number of my soldiers, to 
scale them w’ith ladders, l became master of the 
greatest part of the city. But soon after, our un¬ 
acquaintedness with the places forced us to re¬ 
tire, after we had killed twelve of the Roman 
footmen, and two horsemen, and a few of the 
people of Sepphoris, with the loss of only a single 
man of our own. And w r hen it afterwards came 
to a battle in the plain against the horsemen, and 
we had undergone the dangers of it courageously 
for a long time, we were beaten; for upon the 
Romans encompassing inc about, my soldiers 
were afraid, ana fled back. There fell in that 
battle one of those that had been entrusted to 
guard my body; his name was Justus , who at 
this time had the same post with the king. At 
the same time also, there came forces, both 
horsemen and footmen, from the king, and Sylla 
their commander, who u r as the captain of this 
guard; this Sylla pitched his camp at five fur¬ 
longs distance from Julias, and set a guard upon 
the roads, both that which led to Cana, and that 
which led to the fortress Ganiala, that he might 
hinder their inhabitants from getting provisions 
out of Galilee. 

72. As soon as I had gotten intelligence of this, 
I sent two thousand armed men, and a captain 
over them, whose name was Jeremiah , who raised 
a bank n furlong off Julias, near to the river Jor¬ 
dan, and did no more than skirmish with the 
enemy; till 1 took three thousand soldiers my¬ 
self and came to them. But on the next day, when 
1 had laid an ambush in a certain valley, not far 
from the banks, I provoked tho«e that belonged to 
the king to come to n battle, ami gave orders to my 
own soldiers to turn their backs upon them, until 
thev should have drawn the enemy away from 
their camp, and brought them out into the field, 
which was done accordingly; for Sylla, sup¬ 
posing that our party did really run away, was 
ready to pursue them, when our soldiers that 
lay in ambush took (hem on their backs, and put 
them all into great disorder. I also immediately 
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made a sudden turn with my own forces, and 
met those of the king’s party, and put. them to 
flight. And I had performed great things that 
day, if a certain fate had not been my hinder- 
ance; for the horse w'hich I rode, and upon whose 
back I fought, fell into a quagmire, and threw 
me on the ground, and I was bruised on my 
wrist, and carried into a village named Cephar- 
nome or Capernaum. When my soldiers heard 
of this, they were afraid I had been worse hurt 
than I was, and so they did not go on with 
their pursuit any farther, but returned in very 
great concern for me. I therefore sent for the 
physicians, and while I was under their hand, I 
continued feverish that day; and, as the physi¬ 
cians directed, I was at night removed to Tari- 
cheae. 

73. When Sylla and his party were informed 
what had happened to me, they took courage 
again, and understanding that the watch was negli¬ 
gently kept in our camp, they by night placed a 
body of horsemen in ambush beyond Jordan, 
and when it was day they provoked us to fight; 
and as we did not refuse it, but came into the 

lain, their horsemen appeared out of that am- 
ush in ; which they had lain, and put our men 
into disorder, and made them run away; so they 
slew six men of our side. Yet did they not go 
off with the victory at last; for when they heard 
that some armed men were sailed from Taricheaj 
to Julius, they were afraid and retired. 

74. It was not now long before Vespasian came 
to Tyre, and king Agrippa with him; but the 
Tyrians began to speak reproachfully of the 
king, and called him an enemy to the Romans. 
For they said, that Philip, the general of his 
army, had betrayed the royal palace, and the 
Roman forces that were in Jerusalem, and that 
it was done by his command. When Vespasian 
heard this report, he rebuked the Tyrians, for 
abusing a man who was both a king, and a friend 
to the Romans; but he exhorted the king to send 
Philip to Rome, to answer for what he had done 
before Nero. But when Philip was sent thither, 
he did not come into the sight of Nero, for he 
found him very near death on account of the 
troubles that then happened, and a civil war; 
and so he returned to the king. But when Ves¬ 
pasian was come to Ptolemais, the chief men of 
Decapolis of Syria, made a clamor against Jus¬ 
tus of Tiberias, because he had set their villa- 

es on fire: so Vespasian delivered him to the 
ing, to be put to death by those under the king’s 
jurisdiction, yet did the king [only] put him into 
bonds, and concealed what ne had done from 
Vespasian, as I have before related. But the 
people of Sepphoris met Vespasian and saluted 
him, and had forces sent them, with Placidus 
their commander: he also went up with them, 
as I also followed them, till Vespasian came into 
Galilee. As to which coming of his, and after 
what manner it was ordered, and how he fought 
his first battle with me near the village of Tari- 
cheas and how from thence they went to Jotapa- 
ta, and how I was taken alive’ and bound, and 
how I was afterwards loosed, with all that was 
done by me in the Jewish war, and during the 
siege of Jerusalem, l have accurately' related 
them in the books concerning the War of the 
Jews. However, it will, I think, he fit for me to 
add now an account of those actions of 1113 ' life, 
which I have not related in that book of the Jew¬ 
ish War. 

75- For when the siege of Jotapata was over, and 
I was among the Romans, I was kept with much 


* Here Josephus, a priest, honestly confesses that he 
did that at the command of Vespasian, which he had 
before told u«, was not lawful for a priest to do by the 
law of Moses, Antiq. B. iii. ch. xii. sect. 2. I menu the 
taking a captive woman to wife. See also against Apion, 
B. i. ch. vii. But he seems to have been quickly sensi¬ 
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care, by means of the great respect that Vespa* 
sian showed me. Moreover, at his command, I 
married a virgin,* who was from among the cap¬ 
tives of that country: yet did she not live with 
me long, but was divorced, upon mv being freed 
from my bonds, and my going to Alexandria.— 
However, I married another wife at Alexandria, 
and was thence sent, together with Titus, to the 
siege of Jerusalem, and was frequently in dan¬ 
ger of being put to death: while both the Jews 
were very desirous to get me under their power, 
in order to have me punished; and the Romans 
also, whenever they were beaten, supposed that 
it was occasioned by my treachery, and made 
continual clamors to the emperors, and desired 
that they would bring me to punishment, as a 
traitor to them: but Titus Caesar was well ac¬ 
quainted with the uncertain fortune of war, and 
returned no answer to the soldiers’ vehement so¬ 
licitations against me. Moreover, when the city 
of Jerusalem was taken by force, Titus Caesar 
persuaded me frequently to take whatsoever I 
would out of the ruins of my country, and said, 
that he gave me leave so to do, But when my 
country was destroyed, I thought nothing else 
to be of any value, which 1 could take and keep 
as a comfort under my calamities; so I made this 
request to Titus, that my family might have 
their liberty; I had also the holy booksf by Ti¬ 
tus’s concession. Nor was it long after that I 
asked of him the life of my brother, and of fifty 
friends with him, and was not denied. When I 
also went once to the temple, by the permission 
of Titus, where there ivere a great multitude of 
captive women and children, I got all those that 
I remembered as among my own friends and ac¬ 
quaintance to be set free, being in number about 
one hundred and ninety; and so I delivered them 
without their paying any price of redemption 
and restored them to their former fortune. And 
when I was sent by Titus Caesar w f ith Cerealius, 
and a thousand horsemen, to a certain village 
called Thecoa, in order to know' whether it were 
a place fit for a camp, as I came back, I saw ma¬ 
ny captives crucified, and remembered three of 
them as my former acquaintance. I was very 
sorry at this in my mind, and went with tears in 
my eyes to Titus, and told him of them; so he 
immediately commanded them to be taken down, 
and to have the greatest care taken of them, in 
order to their recovery; yet two of them died 
under the physician’s hands, while the third re¬ 
covered. 

76. But when Titus had composed the troubles 
in Judea, and conjectured that the lands which I 
had in Judea would bring me in no profit, be¬ 
cause a garrison to guard the country was after¬ 
wards to pitch there, be gave me another coun¬ 
try in the plain. And w'hen he w'as going away 
to Rome, ne made choice of me to sail along 
with him, aud paid me great respect: and when 
w r e w r ere come to Rome, 1 had great care taKen 
of me by Vespasian; for he gave me an apart¬ 
ment in his ow'n house, which he lived in before 
he came, to the empire. He also honored me 
with the privilege ot a Roman citizen; and gave 
me an annual pension; and continued to respect 
me to the end of his life, without any abatement 
of his kindness to me; which very thing made 
me envied, and brought me into danger; for a 
certain Jew', whose name w’as Jonathan, who had 
raised a tumult in Cyrene, and hnd persuaded 
two thousand men of that country to join with 
him, w T as the occasion of their ruin. But when 
he was bound by the governor of that country. 


ble that his compliance w ith the command of an empe¬ 
ror would not excuse him, for he soon put her away, as 
ltcland justly ol>ecrves here. 

t Of this most remarkable clause, and its most impor¬ 
tant consequences, see Essay on the Old Testament, p. 
193—195. 
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and sent to the emperor, he told him, that I had 
sent him both weapons and money. However, 
he could not conceal his being a liar from Vespa¬ 
sian, who condemned him to die; according to 
which sentence he was put to death. Xay, after 
that, when those that envied iny good fortune did 
frequently bring accusations against ine, by God’s 
providence l escaped them all. I also received 
from Vespasian no small quantity of land, as a 
free gift in Judea; about which time I divorced 
my wife also, as not pleased with her behavior, 
though not till she had been the mother of three 
children, two of which are dead, and one, whom 
I named Hyrcanus , is alive. After this I mar¬ 
ried a wife w ho had lived at Crete, but a Jew bv 
birth; a woman she was of eminent parents, and 
such as were the most illustrious in all the coun¬ 
try, and whose character was beyond that of 
most other women, as her future life did demon¬ 
strate. By her I had two sons, the elder was 
named Justus , and the next Simonides , who was 
also named Agrippa. And these were the cir¬ 
cumstances of ray domestic affairs. However, 
the kindness of the emperor to me continued still 


the same: for when Vespasian was dead, Titus, 
who succeeded him in the government, kept 
up the same respect for me which I had from 
his father; and wnen I had frequent accusations 
laid against me, he would not believe them. 
And Domitian, who succeeded, still augmented 
his respects to me; for he punished those Jews 
that were iny accusers, and gave command that 
a servant of mine, who was an eunuch, and my 
accuser, should be punished. He also made that 
country I had in Judea, tax free; which is a mark 
of the greatest honor to him who hath it; nay, 
Domitia, the wife of Caesar, continued to do me 
kindnesses. And this is the account of the ac¬ 
tions of my whole life: and let others judge of 
my character by them as they please. But to 
thee, 0 Epaphroditus,* thou most excellent of 
men, do I dedicate all this treatise of our Anti¬ 
quities; and so, for the present, I here conclude 
the whole. 

* Of this Epaphroditus, see the note on tne preface to 
the Antiquities. 
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PREFACE.* 


§ 1. Those who undertake to write histories, 
do soi, I perceive, take that trouble on one and 
the same account, but for many reasons, and 
those such as are very different one from another. 
For some of them apply themselves to this part 
of learning, to show tneir great skill in compo¬ 
sition, and that they may therein acquire a repu¬ 
tation for speaking finely. Others of them there 
are who write histories in order to gratify those 
that happen to be concerned in them; and on 
that account have spared no pains, but rather 
gone beyond their own abilities in the perform¬ 
ance. But others there are who, of necessity 
and by force, are driven to write history, be¬ 
cause they were concerned in the facts, and so 
cannot excuse themselves from committing them 
to writing for the benefit of posterity. Kay, 
there are not a few who are induced to draw 
their historical facts out of darkness into light, 
and to produce them for the benefit of the public, 
on account of the great importance of the facts 
themselves with which they have been concern¬ 
ed. Kow of these several reasons for writing 
history, I must profess the two last were my 
own reasons also: for since I was myself inte¬ 
rested in that war which we Jews had with the 
Romans, and knew myself its particular actions, 
and what conclusion it had, I was forced to give 
the history of it, because I saw that others per¬ 
verted the truth of those actions in their writing". 

2. Kow I have undertaken the present work, 
as thinking it will appear to all the Greeksr wor¬ 
thy of their study; for it will contain all our an¬ 
tiquities, and the constitution of our government, 
as interpreted out of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
And, indeed, I did formerly intend, when 1 wrote 
of the war,f to explain who the Jews originally 
were, what fortunes they had been subject to, 
and by what legislator they had been instructed 
in piety, and the exercise of other virtues; what 
wars, also, they had made in remote ages, till 
they were unwillingly engaged in this la>t with 
the Romans; but because this work would take 
up a great compass, I separated it into a set 
treatise by itself, with a beginning of its own, 
and its own conclusion; but in process of time, 
as usually happens to such as undertake great 
things, I grew weary, and went on slowly, it be¬ 
ing a large subject, and a difficult tiling to trans¬ 
late our history into a foreign and to us unaccus¬ 
tomed language. However, sonic persons there 
were who desired to know our history, and so 
exhorted me to go on with it; and, abo\e all the 
re;-., Epaphroditus,{ a man who is a lover of all 
kind of learning, but is principally delighted with 
the knowledge of history; and this on account of 
his having been himself concerned in great 
affairs, and many turns of fortune, and having 

♦This preface of Josephus, is excellent in its kind, 
and highly worthy the repeated perusal of the reader, 
before he set about the perusal of the work itself. 

t That is, all the Gentiles, both Greeks and Romans. 

j We may seasonably note here, that Josephus wrote 
bis seven books of the Jewish War long before he wrote 
these his antiquities. Those liooks of the war were 
published about A. D.75, and these antiquities, A. D. 93, 
about eighteen years later. 

G This Epaphroditus, was certainly alive in the third 


shown a wonderful vigor of an excellent nature, 
and an immoveable virtuous resolution in them 
all. I yielded to this man's persuasions, who 
always excites such as have abilities in what is 
useful and acceptable to join (heir endeavors 
with his. I was also ashamed myself to permit 
any laziness of disposition to have a greater in¬ 
fluence upon me than the delight of taking pains 
in such studies as were very useful: I thereupon 
stirred up myself, and went on with my work more 
cheerfully. Besides the foregoing motives, 1 had 
others which I greatly reflected on ; and these 
were, that our forefathers were willing to com¬ 
municate such things to others; and that some of 
the Greeks took considerable pains to know the 
affairs of our nation. 

3. I found, therefore, that the second of the 
Ptolemies was a king, who was extraordiuary 
diligent in what concerned learning, and the cof- 
lection of books; that he was also peculiarly 
ambitious to procure a translation of our law, 
and of the constitution of our government there¬ 
in contained, into the Greek tongue. Kow Ele- 
azarthe high priest, one not inferior to any other 
of that dignity among us, did not envy the fore- 
named king the participation of that advantage, 
which otherwise he would for certain have de¬ 
nied him; but that he knew the custom of our 
nation was, to hinder nothing of what we es¬ 
teemed ourselves from being communicated to 
others. Accordingly I thought it became me, 
both to imitate the generosity of our high priest, 
and to suppose there might even now be many 
lovers of learning like the king; for he did not 
obtain all our writings at that time; but those who 
were sent to Alexandria as interpreters gave him 
only the books of the law, while there was a 
vast number of other matters in our sacred books. 
They indeed contain in them the history of five 
thousand years; in which time happened many 
strange accidents, many chances ol war, ancl 
great actions of the commanders and mutations 
of the form of our government. Upon the whole, 
a man that will peruse this history may princi¬ 
pally learn from it, that all events succeed well, 
even to an incredible degree, and the reward of 
felicity is proposed by "God; but then it is to 
those that tollow his will, and do not venture to 
break his excellent laws; and that so far as men 
any wav apostatize from the accurate observa¬ 
tion of them,|| what was practicable before be¬ 
comes impracticable; and whatsoever they set 
about as a good thing is converted into an incura¬ 
ble calamity. And now I exhort all those that 
peruse these books, to apply their minds to God • 
and to examine the mind of our legislator, 
whether he hath not understood his nature in a 
manner worthy of him; and hath not ever as- 

ycar of Trajan, A. D. 100. Seethe note on Antiq. b. 1. 
ajniinst Apion, sect. 1. Who he was we do not know- 
for ns to Epaphroditus, the freedman of Nero, and after¬ 
wards Domit inn's secretary, who was put to death by 
Domitianin tile 14th or 15th year of his reign, he could 
not he alive in the third of Trajan. 

|| Josephus here plainly alludes to the famous Greek 
proverb, If God be vith us, every thing that is impossu 
ble becomes possible. 
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cribed to him such operations as become his 
power, and hath not preserved his writings from 
those indecent fables which others have framed; 
although, by the great distance of time when he 
lived, he might have securely forged such lies; 
for he lived two thousand years ago: at which 
vast distance of ages the poets themselves have 
not been so hardy as to fix even the generations 
of their gods, much less the actions ot their men, 
or their own laws. As 1 proceed therefore, I 
shall accurately describe what is contained in 
our records, in the order of time that belongs to 
them; for I have already promised so to do 
throughout this undertaking; and this without 
adding any thing to what is therein contained, or 
taking away any thing therefrom. 

4. But because almost all our constitution de¬ 
pends on the wisdom of Moses our legislator, I 
cannot avoid saying somewhat concerning him 
beforehand, though I shall do it briefly; I mean, 
because otherwise those that read my books 
may wonder how it conies to pass that my dis¬ 
course which promises an account of laws and 
historical facts, contains so much of philosophy. 
The reader is therefore to know, that Moses 
deemed it exceeding necessary that he who 
would conduct his own life well, and give laws 
to others, in the first place should consider the 
divine nature; and, upon the contemplation of 
God’s operations, should thereby imitate the best 
of all patterns, so far as it is possible for human 
nature to do, and to endeavor to follow after it; 
neither could the legislator himself have a right 
mind without such a contemplation; nor would 
any thing he should write tend to the promotion 
of virtue in his readers; I mean, unless they be 
taught first of all that God is the Father and 
Lord of all things, and sees all things; and that 
thence he bestows a happy life upon those that 
follow him, but plunges such as do not walk in 
the paths of virtue into inevitable miseries. Now 

* As to this intended work of Josephus concerning the 
reasons of many of the Jewish laws, and what philoso¬ 
phical or allegorical sense they would hear, the loss of 
which work is by some of the learned not much regret¬ 
ted, I am inclinable, in part, 10 Fabricius’s opinion, ap. 
Havercamp, p. 63, G4: That “we need not doubt but, 


when Moses was desirous to teach this lesson to 
his countmuen, he did not begin the establish¬ 
ment of his laws after the same manner that 
other legislators did; I mean, upon contracts and 
other rights between one man and another; but 
by raising their minds upwards to regard God, 
and his creation of the world; and by persuading 
them, that we men are the most excellent of the 
creatures of God upon earth. Now when once 
he had brought them to submit to religion, he 
easily persuaded them to submit in all other 
things; for as to other legislators, they followed 
fables, and by their discourses transferred the * 
most reproachful of human vices unto the gods, 
and so afforded wicked men the most plausible 
excuses for their crimes; but as for our legisla¬ 
tor, when he had once demonstrated that God 
was possessed of perfect virtue, he supposed 
that men also ought to strive after the participa¬ 
tion of it; and on those who did not so think, and 
so believe, he inflicted the severest punishments. 

I exhort, therefore, my readers to examine this 
whole undertaking in that view; for thereby it 
will appear to them, that there is nothing therein 
disagreeable either to the majesty of God, or to 
his love to mankind; for all things have here a 
reference to the nature of the universe; while 
our legislator speaks some things wisely but 
enigmatically, and others under a decent alle¬ 
gory, but still explains such things as required a 
direct explication, plainly and expressly. How¬ 
ever, those that have a mind to know the rea¬ 
sons of every thing, may And here a very curi¬ 
ous philosophical theory, which I now Indeed 
shall wave the explication of; but if God afford 
me time for it,* 1 will set about writing it after I 
have finished the present work. I shall now be¬ 
take myself to the history before me, after I 
have first mentioned what Moses says of the 
creation of the world, which I find described in 
the sacred books after the manner following. 

among some vain and frigid conjectures derived from 
Jewish imaginations, Josephus would have taught us a 
greater number of excellent and useful things,whir h per¬ 
haps nobody, neither among the Jews nor among the 
Christians, can now inform us of; so that I would give a 
great deal to find it still extant.” 


[Vide Bishop Porteus’s Lectures , vol. ii. page 234.J 

“This History is spoken of in the highest terms by men of the greatest learning and the 
soundest judgment, from its first publication to the present time. 

“The fidelity, the veracity, and the probity of Josephus, arc universally allowed; and Seali- 
ger in particular declares, that not only in the affairs of the Jews, but even of foreign nations, 
h« deserves more credit than all the Greek and Roman writers put together. Certain at least 
it is, that he had that most essential qualification of an historian,—a perfect and accurate 
knowledge of all the transactions which he relates; that he had no prejudices to mislead him in 
the representation of them; and that, above all, he meant no favor to the Christian cause. 
For even allowing the so much controverted passage, in which he is supposed to bear testi 
mony to Christ, to be genuine, it docs not appear that he ever became a convert to his religion, 
but continued probably a zealous Jew to the end of his life.” 




ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


BOOK I. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THREE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND THIRTY-THREE 
YEARS.—FROM THE CREATION TO THE DEATH OF ISAAC. 


CHAP. I. 

The Constitution of the World , and the Dispo¬ 
sition of the Elements. 

fc 1. IN the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth. But when the earth did not come 
into sight, but was covered with thick darkness, 
and a wind moved upon its surface, God command¬ 
ed that there should be light. And when that was 
made, he considered the whole mass, and sepa¬ 
rated the light and the darkness; and the name 
he gave to one was Night, and the other he called 
Day; and he named the beginning of lijHit, and 
the time of rest, the Evening and the Morning. 
And this was indeed the frst day. But Moses 
said it was one day; the cause of which I am 
able to give even now; but because I have pro¬ 
mised to give such reasons for all things in a 
treatise by itself, I shall put oft' its exposition till 
that time. After this, on the second day, ha 
placed the heaven over the whole world, and se¬ 
parated it from the other parts, and he determin¬ 
ed it should stand by itself. He also placed a 
crystalline [firmament] round it, and put it to¬ 
gether in a manner agreeable to the earth, and 
fitted it for giving moisture and rain, and for af¬ 
fording the advantage of dews. On the third 
day he appointed the dry land to appear, with 
the sea itself round about it; and on the very 
same day he made the plants and the seeds to 
spring out of the earth. On the fourth day he 
adorned the heaven with the sun, the moon, and 
the other stars; and appointed them their mo¬ 
tions and courses, that the vicissitudes of the 
seasons might be clearly signified. And on the 
fifth day he produced the living creatures, both 
those that swim and th.ose that fly; the former 
in the sea, the latter in the air. Tie also sorted 
them as to society and mixture for procreation, 
and that their kinds might increase and multiply. 
On the sixth day he created the four-footed 
Deasts, and made them male and female. On 
the same day he also formed man. Accordingly 
Moses says, that in just six days, the world, and 
all that is thereiu, was made; and that the 
seventh day was a rest, and a release from the 
labor of such operations; whence it is that we 
celebrate a rest from our labors on that day, and 

* Since Josephus, in his preface, sect. 4, says, That 
Moses wrote some things enigmatically , some allegori¬ 
cally , and the rest in plain words; since, in his account 
of the first chapter of Genesis, ami the first three verses 
of the second, he gives us no hints of any mystery at 
all: hut when he here comes to verse 4, tec., lie says, that 
Moses, after the seventh day was over, began to talk phi¬ 
losophically; it is not very improbable that he under¬ 
stood the rest of the second and the third chapters in 
some cnigmaticolOT allegorical or philosophical sense. 
The change of the name of God just at this place, from 
Elohim to Jehovah Elohim ; from God to Lord God , 
in the Hebrew, Samaritan, and Septuagint, does also 
not a little favor some such change in the narration 
or construction. 

t We may observe here,.that Josephus supposed man 
to he compounded of spirit, soul, and body, with St. 
Paul, 1 Thcss. v. 23, and the rest of the ancients. He 
elsewhere says also, That the blood of animals was 
forbidden to be eaten, as having in it soul and spirit, 
Antiq. h. iii. chap. xi.sect. 2. 

X Whence this strange notion came, which yet is not 


call it the Sabbath: which word denotes rest m 
the Hebrew tongue. 

2 Moreover Moses, after the seventh day waa ' 
over,* begins to talk philosophically’; and con¬ 
cerning the formation of man says thus, That 
God took dust from the ground, and formedf 
man, and inserted in him a spirit and a soul. 
This man was called Adam, which in the He¬ 
brew tongue signifies one that is red , because he 
was formed out of red earth compounded toge¬ 
ther; for of that kind is virgin and true earth. 
God also presented the living creatures, when he 
had made them according to their kinds, both male 
and female, to Adam; and he gave them those 
names by which they are still called. But when 
he saw that Adam had no female companion, no 
society, (for there was no such created,) and that 
he wondered at the other animals which were 
male and female, he laid him asleep, and took 
away one of his ribs, and out of it formed the 
woman; whereupon Adam knew her when she 
was brought to him, and acknowledged that she 
was made out of himself. Now a woman is call¬ 
ed in the Hebrew’ tongue Issa; but the name of 
this woman was Eve , w r hich signifies the Mother 
of all living. 

3. Moses says farther, that God planted a pa¬ 
radise in the East, flourishing with all sorts of 
trees; and that among them was the Tree of 
Life , and another of Knowledge , whereby was 
to be known what was Good and Evil. And 
that w’hen he had brought Adam and his wife 
into this garden, he commanded them to take 
care of the plants. Now the garden was water¬ 
ed by one river,]: which ran round about the 
whole earth, and was parted into four parts. 
And Phison, w hich denotes a Multitude , running 
into India, makes its exit into the sea, and is by 
the Greeks called Ganges. Euphrates also, as 
well as Tigris, goes down‘into the Red Sea.) 
Now the name "Euphrates, or Phrath, denotes 
either a Dispersion or a Flower; by Tigris, or 
Diglath, is signified what is swift with narrowness; 
and Geon runs through Egypt, and denotes what 
arises from the East , which the Greeks call Nile . 

4. God therefore commanded that Adam and 
his wife should eat of all the rest of the plants, 
but to abstain from the Tree of knowledge; and 

peculiar to Josephus, but, as Dr. Hudson says here, is de¬ 
rived from elder authors, as if four of the grcniest rivers 
of the world, running two of them at vast distances from 
the other two, by some means or other watered Para¬ 
dise, is bard to say. Only since Josephus has already 
appeared to allegorize this history, and takes notice 
that these four names had a particular signification; 
Phison for Ganges, a Multitude; Phrnih for Euphra¬ 
tes, either a Dispersion or a Flower; Diglath for Ti¬ 
gris, what is swift with narrowness; and Geon for 
Nile, which arises from the East; we perhaps mis¬ 
take him w f hcn wc suppose he literally means those 
four rivers, especially ns to Geon or Nile, which arises 
from the East , while he very well knew’ the literal 
Nile arises from the South; though what farther alle¬ 
gorical sense lie had in view is now, l fear, impossible 
to be determined. 

§ By the Red Pea is not here meant the Arabian 
Gulf, which alone we now call by that name; but all 
that Pouth Pea, which included the Red Pea, and the 
Persian Gulf, as far as the East Indies, as Rcland and 
Hudson here truly note, from the old geographers. 
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foretold to them that if they touched it, it would 
prove their destruction. But while all the living 
creatures* had one language at that time, the 
Serpent, which then lived together with Adam 
and his wife, showed an envious disposition, at 
his supposal of their living happily and in obedi¬ 
ence to the commands of God; and imagining 
hat when they disobeyed them, they would fail 
into calamities, he persuaded the woman, out of 
a malicious intention, to taste of the Tree, of 
Knowledge; telling them, that in that tree was 
the Knowledge of good and evil; which know¬ 
ledge, when they should obtain, they would lead 
a happy life! nay, a life not inferior, to that of a 
god: oy which means he overcame the woman, 
and persuaded her to despise the command of 
God. Now, when she had tasted of that tree, 
and was pleased with its fruit, she persuaded 
Adam to make use of it also. Upon this they 
perceived that they were become naked to one 
another; and oeing ashamed thus to appear 
abroad, they invented somewhat to cover them; 
for the tree sharpenea their understanding: and 
they covered themselves with fig leaves; and 
tving these before them, out of modesty, they 
thought they were happier than they were be¬ 
fore, as they had discovered what they were in 
want of. But when God came into the garden, 
Adam who was wont before to come and con¬ 
verse with him, being conscious of his wicked 
behavior, went out ot the way. This behavior 
surprised God; and he asked what was the 
cause of this his procedure? And why he, that 
before delighted in that conversation, did now fly 
from it, ana avoid it? When he made no reply, 
as conscious to himself that he had transgressed 
the command of God; God said, “ I had before 
determined about you both, how you might lead 
a happy life, without any affliction, and care, and 
vexation of soul; and that all things which 
might contribute to your enjoyment and plea¬ 
sure should grow up by my providence, of their 
own accord, without your own labor and pains¬ 
taking; which state of labor and pains-taking 
would soon bring on old age, and death -would 
not be at any remote distance; but now thou 
hast abused this iny good will, and hast disobey¬ 
ed my commands; for thy silence is not the sign 
of thy virtue, but of thy evil conscience.” How¬ 
ever Adam excused his sin, and entreated God 
not to be angry at him, and laid the blame of 
what was done upon his wife; and said that he was 
deceived by her, and thence became an offender; 
while she again accused the Serpent. But God 
allotted him punishment, because he weakly 
submitted to the counsel of his wife; and saiu, 
the ground should not henceforth yield its fruits 
of its own accord, but that when it should be 
harassed by their labor, it should bring forth 
some of its fruits, and refuse to bring forth 
others. He also made Eve liable* to the incon- 
veniency of breeding, and the sharp pains of 
bringing forth children; and this because she 
persuaded Adam with the same arguments 
wherewith the Serpent had persuaded her, and 
had thereby brought him into a calamitous con¬ 
dition. lie also dcprivrd the Serpent of speech, 
out of indignation at his malicious disposition 

* Hence it appears, that Josephus thought several at 
cast of ihc finite animals, pariicularly the serpent, 
couhl speak before the fall. And I think few of the 
more perfect kindB of those animals want the organs of 
speech ai this day. Many inducements there arc also lo 
a notion, that the presentstate they are in is not their 
original state; nnd that their capaciiies have been once 
much preaierthan we now see them, and nrc capable 
of being restored to their former condition, but as to 
this most ancient nnd authentic and probably allegori¬ 
cal account of that grand allair of the fall of our first 
parents, I have somewhat more to say in way of con¬ 
jecture; but being only a conjecture, I omit it. Only 
thus far, that ihc imputation of the sin of our first pa¬ 
rents to their posterity, any farther than as some way 
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towards Adam. Besides this, he inserted poison 
under his tongue, and made him an enemy to 
men; and suggested to them, that they should 
direct their strokes against his head, that being 
the place wherein lay his mischievous designs 
towards men, and it being easiest to take ven¬ 
geance on him that way. And when he had de¬ 
prived him of the use of his feet, he made him 
to go rolling all along, and dragging himself 
upon the ground. And when God nad appoint¬ 
ed these penalties for them, he removed Adam 
and Eve out of the garden into another place. 

CHAP. II. 

Concerning the Posterity of Adam and the Ten 
Generations from him to the Deluge. 

$ 1. Adam and Eve had two sons; the elderof 
them was named Cain; which name, when it is 
interpreted, signifies a Possession; the younger 
was Abel-, which signifies Sorroio. They had 
also daughters. Now the two brethren were 
pleased with diflerent courses of life; for Abel 
the younger was a lover of righteousness; and, 
believing that God was present at all his actions, 
he excelled in virtue; and his employment was 
that of a shepherd. But Cain was not only very 
wicked in other respects, but was wholly intent 
upon getting: and he first contrived to plough 
the ground. He slew his brother on the occasion 
following. They had resolved to sacrifice to 
God. Now Cain brought the fruits of the earth, 
and of his husbandry; but Abel brought milk, 
and the first fruits of his flock: but God was 
more delighted with the latter oblation,| when 
he was honored with what grew naturally of its 
own accord, than he was with what was the in¬ 
vention of a covetous man, and gotten by forcing 
the ground; whence it was, that Cain was very 
angry that Abel was preferred by God before 
him; and he slew his brother, and hid his dead 
body, thinking to escape discover}'. But God, 
knowing what had been done, came to Cain, and 
asked him, "What was become of his brother? be¬ 
cause he had not seen him of many days; where¬ 
as he used to observe them conversing together 
at other times. But Cain was in doubt with him • 
self, and knew not what answer to give to God. 
At first he said. That he himself was at a loss 
about his brother’s disappearing; but when he 
was provoked by God, wno pressed him vehe¬ 
mently, as resolving ‘to know what the matter 
was, he replied. He was not his brother’s guar¬ 
dian or keeper, nor was he an observer of what 
he did. But in return, God convicted Cain, as 
having been the murderer of his brother, and 
said, “I wonder at thee, that thou knowest not 
what is become of a man whom thou thyself hast 
destroyed.” God therefore did not inflict the 
punishment [of death] upon him, on account of 
his offering sacrifice, and thereby making sup¬ 
plication to him not to be extreme in his wrath 
to him; but he made him accursed, and threaten¬ 
ed his posterity in the seventh generation. He 
also cast him together with his wife, out of that 
land. And when he was afraid, that in wander¬ 
ing about he should fall among the wild beasts, 
and by that means perish, God bid him not to 

the cause or occasion of man’s morialiiy, seems almost 
entirely groundless; and that Doth man and the other 
subordinate creatures are hereafter to he delivered 
from the curse then brought upon them, and at last to 
lie delivered from that bondage of corruption , Rom. 
viii. 19—22. 

t St. John's account of the reason why God accepted 
the sacrifice of Abel, and rejected llmtof Cain; as also 
why Cain slew Abel, on arcount of that his acceptance 
with God, is much belter Ilian this of Josephus. I 
mean, heenuse Cain was of the evil one , and slew 
his brother. And, wherefore slew he him ? Because 
his own works were evil , and his brother's right¬ 
eous. 1 John, iii. 12.—Josephus’s reason seems to be 
no better than a Pharisaical notion or tradition 
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entertain such a melancholy suspicion, and to go 
over all the earth without fear of what mischief 
he might suffer from wild beasts; and, setting a 
mark upon him, that he might be known, he 
commanded him to depart. 

2. And when Cain had travelled over many 
countries, he, with his wife, built a city named 
Nod, which is a place so called, and there he 
settled his abode; where also he had children. 
However, he did not accept of his punishment in 
order to amendment, but to increase his wicked¬ 
ness; for he only aimed to procure every thing 
that was for his own bodily pleasure, though it 
obliged him to be injurious to his neighbors. 
He augmented his household substance with 
much wealth, by rapine and violence; he excited 
his acquaintance to procure pleasure and spoils 
by robbery, and became a great leader of men in¬ 
to wicked*courses. He also introduced a change 
m that way of simplicity wherein men lived be¬ 
fore; and* was the author of measures and 
weights; and whereas they lived innocently and 
enerously while they knew nothing of such arts, 
e changed the world into cunning craftiness. 
He first of all set boundaries about lands; he 
built a city, and fortified it with walls, and he 
compelled his family to come together to it; and 
called that city Enoch, after the name of his el¬ 
dest son Enoch. Now Jared was the son of 
Enoch, whose son was Malaleel, whose son was 
Methusela, whose son was Lamech, who had 
seventy-seven children by two wives, Silla and* 
Ada. Of those children by Ada, one was Jabel; 
he erected tents, and loved the life of a shepherd. 
But Jubal, who was born of the same mother 
with him, exercised himself in music,* and in¬ 
vented the psaltery and the harp. But Tubal, 
one of his children by the other wife, exceeded 
all men in strength, and was very expert and fa¬ 
mous in martial performances. He procured 
what tended to pleasures of the body b} r that 
method; and first of all invented the art of ma¬ 
king brass. Lamech was also the father of a 
daughter, whose name was Naamah; and be¬ 
cause he was so skilful in matters of divine re¬ 
velation, that he knew he was to be punished for 
Cain’s murder of his brother, he made that 
known to his wives. Nay, even while Adam 
was alive, it came to pass, that the posterity of 
Cain became exceeding wicked, every one suc¬ 
cessively dying, one after another, more wicked 
than the former. They were intolerable in war, 
and vehement in robberies: and if any one were 
slow to murder people, yet was he bold in his 
profligate behavior, in acting unjustly, and doing 
injuries for gain. 

3. Now Adam, who was the first man, and 
made out of the earth, (for our discourse must 
now be about him,) after Abel was slain, and 
Cain fled away on account of his murder, was 
solicitous for posterity, and bad a vehement de¬ 
sire of children, he being two hundred and thirty 
ears old; after which time he lived other seven 
undred, and then died. He had indeed many 
other children,! but Seth in particular. As for 
the rest, it would be tedious to name them: I 

* From this Jubal, not improbably, came Job el, the 
trumpet of Jobel or Jubilee, that large and loud mu¬ 
sical instrument, used in proclaiming the liberty at the 
year of Jubilee. 

t The number of Adam’s children, as says the old tradi- 
tion,was thirty-three sons, and twenty-three daughters. 

t What is here said of £eth and his posterity, that they 
v/crc very good and virtuous, and at the same time very 
happy, without any considerable misfortunes, for seven 
generations, (see chap.ii. sect. 1, before, and chap. iii. 
sect, ljhereatter,] is exactly agreeable to the state of the 
world, and the conduct of Providence in all the first ages. 

$ Of Josephus’s mistake here, when he took Seth,"the 
eon of Adain, for Seth or Sesostris, king of Egypt, the 
erector of these pillars in the land of Siriad, see Essay on 
the Old Testament, Appendix, p. 159, ICO. Although the 
main of this relation might be true; and Adam might 


will therefore only endeavor to give an account 
of those that proceeded from Seth. Now this 
Seth, when he was brought up, and came to 
those years in which he could discern what was 

f ood, he became a virtuous man; and as he was 
imself of an excellent character, so did he leave 
children^ behind him, who imitated his virtues. 
All these proved to be of good dispositions.— 
They also inhabited the same country without 
dissensions, and in a happy condition, without 
any misfortunes falling upon them, till they died. 
They also were the inventors of that peculiar 
sort of wisdom which is concerned with the hea¬ 
venly bodies and their order. And, that their 
inventions might not be lost before they were 
sufficiently known, upoft Adam’s prediction that 
the world was to be destroyed at one time by the 
force of ./ire, and at another time by the violence 
and quantity of water , they made two pillars 
the one of brick, the other of stone; they inscri¬ 
bed their discoveries on them both, that in case 
the pillar of brick should be destroyed by the 
flood, the pillar of stone might remain, and ex¬ 
hibit those discoveries to mankind; and also in¬ 
form them that there was another pillar of brick 
erected by them. Now this remains in the land 
of Siriad to this day. 

CHAP. III. 

Concerning the Flood; and after what manner 
Noah was saved in an Ark, with his Kindred; 
and afterwards dwelt in the Plain of Shinar. 

$ 1. Now this posterity of Seth continued to 
esteem God as the Lord of the universe, and to 
have an entire regard to virtue for seven genera¬ 
tions; but in process of time they were pervert¬ 
ed, and forsook the practices of their forefathers; 
and did neither pay those honors to God which 
were appointed them, nor had they any concern 
to do justice towards men; but for what degree 
of zea) they had formerly shown for virtue, they 
now showed by their actions a double degree of 
wickedness, whereby they made God to be their 
enemy. For many angels|| of God accompanied 
with women, and 'begat sons that proved unjust, 
and despisers of all that was good, on account of 
the confidence they had in their own strength; 
for the tradition is, that these men did what re¬ 
sembled the acts of those whom the Grecians call 
Giants . But Noah was very uneasy at what they 
did; and, being displeased at their conduct, per¬ 
suaded them to change their dispositions and their 
actions for the better; but seeing they did not 
yield to him, but were slaves to their wicked 
pleasures, he was afraid they would kill him, to¬ 
gether with his wife and children, and those they 
had married; so he departed out of that land. 

2. Now God loved this man for his righteous¬ 
ness. Yet he not only condemned those other 
men for their wickedness, but determined to de¬ 
stroy the whole race of mankind, and to make an¬ 
other race that should be pure from wickedness, 
and cutting short their lives, and making their 
vears not so many as they formerly lived, but one 
hundred and twenty only, IT he turned the dry laud 

foretell a Conflagration anil a Deluge, which all anti¬ 
quity witnesses to be an ancient tradition; nay, Seth’s 
posterity might engrave their inventions in astronomy 
on two such pillars; yet, it is no way credible that they 
could survive the deluge, which has buried all such pil¬ 
lars and edifices far under ground, in the sediment of 
its waters, especially since the like pillars of the Egyp¬ 
tian Seth or Sesostris, were extant after th . flood, in 
the land of Siriad, and perhaps in the days of Josephus 
also, as is shown in the place here referred to. 

|| This notion, that the fallen angels were in some 
sense the fathers of the old giants, "was the constant 
opinion of antiquity. 

IT Josephus here supposes, that the life of these gi¬ 
ants (for of them only do I understand him) was now 
reduced to 120 years; which is confirmed by the frag» 
ment of Enoch, sect. 10, in Aulhent. JRec. part 1, p. 263 
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into sea; and thus were nil these men destroyed; 
but Noah alone was saved; for God suggested to 
him the following contrivance and way of escape: 
That he should make an ark of four stories high, 
three hundred cubits long,* fifty cubits broad, and 
thirty cubits high. Accordingly he entered into 
that ark, and his wife, and sons, and their wives, 
and put into it not only other provisions to sup¬ 
port their wants there, but also sent in with the 
rest all sorts of living creatures, the male and his 
female, for the preservation of their kinds, and 
others of them by sevens. Now this ark had firm 
walls, and a roof, and was braced with cross 
beams, so that it could not be any way drowned, 
or overborne by the violence of the water. And 
thus was Noah with his family, preserved. Now 
he was the tenth from Adam, as being the son of 
Lamech, whose father was Mcthusela; he was the 
son of Enoch, the son of Jared; and Jared was 
the son of Malalcel, who, with many of his sis¬ 
ters, were the children of Cain, the son of Enos. 
Now Enos was the son of Seth, the son of Adam. 

3. This calamity happened in the six hundredth 
year of Noah’s government, [age,] in the second 
month,f called by the Macedonians Dius , but by 
the Hebrews JSIarhezvan; for so did they order 
their year in Egypt. But Moses appointed that 
JVisan, which is the same with Xanthicus , should 
be the first month of their festivals, because he 
brought them out of Egypt in that month. So 
that, this month began the year as to all the so¬ 
lemnities they observed to the honor of God, al¬ 
though he preserved the original order of the 
months as to selling and buying, and other ordi¬ 
nary affairs. Now he says, that this flood begaa 
on the twenty-seventh [seventeenth] day of the 
forementioned month; and this was two thousand 
six hundred and fifty-six [one thousand five hun¬ 
dred and fifty-six] years from Adam the first 
man; and the time is written down in our sacred 
books ,\ those who then lived having noted down 
with great accuracy both the births and the 
deaths of illustrious men. 

4. For indeed Seth was born when Adam was 
in his two hundred and thirtieth year, who lived 
nine hundred and thirty years. Seth begat Enoch 
in his two hundred and fifth year; who, when he 
Lad lived nine hundred and twelve years, deli¬ 
vered the government to Cainan his son, whom 
lie had at Ins hundred and ninetieth year. He 
lived nine hundred and five years. Cainan, when 
lie had lived nine hundred and ten years, had his 
son Malalcel, who was born in his hundred and 
seventieth year. This Malaleel, having lived 
eight hundred and ninety-five years, died, leav¬ 
ing his son Jared, whom ne begat when he was 
at his hundred and sixty-fifth year. He lived nine 
hundred and sixty-two years; and then his son 
Enoch succeeded him, who was born when his 

For as to the rest of mankind, Josephus himself confes¬ 
ses their lives were much longer than 120 years, for ma¬ 
ny generations after the flood, as we shall see presently; 
and he says, they were gradually shortened till the days 
of Moses, and then fixed [for some time] at 120, cliap. 
vi. sect. 5. Nor indeed need wc suppose that either 
Enoch or Josephus meant to interpret these 120 years 
for the life of men before the flood, to he different from 
the 120 years of food’s patience [perhaps while the ark 
was preparing] till the deluge; which I take to be the 
meaning of Cod when he threatened this wicked 
world, that if they so long continued impenitent, their 
days should be no more than 120 years. 

* A cwbil is about 21 English inches. 

t Josephus here truly determines, that the year at the 
flood l>egan nbout the autumnal equinox; as to what day 
of the month the flood began, our Hebrew nud Samari¬ 
tan,and perhaps Josephus’s own copy, more rightly pla¬ 
ced it on the JTtli day instead ofthe 27th, os here; for Jo¬ 
sephus agrees with them as to the distance of 150 days to 
the 17ih day ofthe 7th month, ns Hen. vii. nit.with viii. 3, 

1 Josephus here takes notice, that these ancient genea¬ 
logies were first set down by those that then lived, and 
from them were transmitted down to posterity; which I 
suppose to be the true account of that matter. For there 
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father was one hundred and sixty-two years old. 
Now lie, when he had lived three hundred and 
sixty-five years, departed, and went to God; 
whence it is that they have not written down his 
death. Now Methnsela, the son of Enoch, who 
was born to him when he was one hundred and 
sixty-five years old, had Lamech for his son, 
when he was one hundred and eighty-seven 
years of age; to whom he delivered the govern¬ 
ment, when he had retained it nine hundred and 
sixty-nine years. Now Lamech, when he had 
governed seven hundred and scvent}'-seven 
years, appointed Noah his son to be ruler of the 
people, who was born to Lamech when he was 
one hundred and eighty-two years old, and re¬ 
tained the government nine hundred and fifty 
years. These years collected together make up 
the sum before set down. But let no one inquire 
into the deaths of these men, for they extended 
their lives all along, together with their children 
and grandchildren; but let him have regard to 
their births only. 

5. When God gave the signal, and it began to 
rain, the water poured down forty entire days, 
till it became fifteen cubits higher than the earth; 
which was the reason why there were no great¬ 
er number preserved, since they had no place to 
fly to. Wnen the rain ceased, the water did 
but just begin to abate after one hundred and fif- 
ty days; that is, on the seventeenth day of the 
seventh month, it then ceasing to subside for a 
little while. After this, the ark rested on the top 
of a certain mountain in Armenia; which, when 
Noah understood, he opened it, and seeing a 
small piece of land about it, he continued quiet, 
and conceived some cheerful hopes of deliver¬ 
ance. But a few days afterward, when the wa¬ 
ter was decreased to a greater degree, he sent 
out a raven, as desirous to learn whether any 
other part of the earth were left dry by the wa¬ 
ter, and whether he might go out of the ark with 
safety; but the raven returned not. And after 
seven days, he sent out a dove, to know the state 
of the ground, which came back to him covered 
with mud, and bringing an olive branch. Here¬ 
by Noah learned that the earth was become clear 
ofthe flood. So after he had stayed seven more 
days, he sent the living creatures out of the ark, 
and both he and his family went out, when he al¬ 
so sacrificed to God, and feasted with his compa¬ 
nions. However, the Armenians call this placed 
Ajro^jtTtipiev, the Place of Descent; for the ark 
being saved in that place, its remains are showed 
there by the inhabitants to this day. 

6 . Now all the writers of the barbarian histo¬ 
ries make mention of this flood, and of this ark; 
among whom is Berossus the Chaldean. For 
when ne was describing the circumstances of the 
flood, he goes on thus: “It is said, there is still 

is no reason to imagine that men were not taught to 
read and write soon after they were taught to speak: 
and perhaps all by the Messiah himself, who, under 
the Father, was the Creator or Covcrnor of mankind, 
and who frequently in those early days appeared to 
them. 

$ This A?ro/2xTnp<ot' 1 or place of descent, is the proper 
rendering of the Armenian nameof this very city. It is 
called in 1’tolcmy, Nazuana, and by Moses Chorcnensis, 
the Armenian historian, Idsheuan; but at the place itself 
Naehidshcuan, which signifies the first place of descent; 
and is a lasting monument ofthe prcservaiion of Noah 
in the ark, upon the top of thnt mountain, at whose foot 
it was built, n9 the first city or town nftcr the flood. See 
Antiq. h. xx, chap, ii.scct. 3, and Moses Chorcncnsis, p. 
71, 72; who nlso says, p, J9, that another town was re¬ 
lated by tradition to have been called Scran , or the place 
of dispersion, on account of the dispersion of Xisu- 
thrus, or Noah’s sons, from thence first made. Whether 
any remains of this ark be still preserved, as tlie pco- 
!c of the country suppose, I cannot certainly tell. 
Ions. Turnfurt had not very longsince a mind to 9ee 
the place himself, hut met with too great dangers and 
difficulties to venture through them. 
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some part of this ship in Armenia, at the moun¬ 
tain of the Cordyaians; and that some people 
carry off pieces of the bitumen, which they take 
away, and use chiefly as amulets, for the avert¬ 
ing of mischiefs.” — Hieronymus the Egyptian 
also, who wrote the Phenician antiquities, and 
Mnaseas, and a great many more mak’e mention 
of the same. Kay, Nicholas of Damascus, in his 
ninety-sixth book, hath a particular relation about 
them; where he speaks thus: “There is a great 
mountain in Armenia, over Minyas, called Baris, 
upon w'hich it is reported, that many who fled at 
the time of the deluge were saved; and that one 
who was carried in"an ark, came on shore upon 
the top of it, and that the remains of the timber 
were a great while preserved. This might be 
the man about whom Moses the legislator of the 
Jews wrote.” 

7. But as for Noah, he was afraid, since God 
had determined to destroy mankind, lest he should 
drown the earth every year; so he offered burnt 
offerings; and besought God that nature might 
hereafter go on in its former orderly course; and 
that he would not bring on so great a judgment 
any more, by which the whole race of creatures 
might be in danger of destruction; but that, hav¬ 
ing now punished the wicked, he would of his 

oodness spare the remainder, and such as he 

ad hitherto judged fit to be delivered from so 
severe a calamity: for that otherwise these last 
must be more miserable than the first, and that 
they must be condemned to a worse condition 
than the others, unless they be suffered to escape 
entirely; that is, if they be reserved for another 
deluge, while they must be afflicted with the ter¬ 
ror and the sight of the first deluge, and must 
also be destroyed by a second. He also entreat¬ 
ed God to accept of his sacrifice, and to grant 
that the earth might never again undergo the 
like effects of his wrath; that men might he per¬ 
mitted to go on cheerfully in cultivating the same; 
to build cities, and live happily in them; and that 
they might not be deprived of any of those good 
things which they enjoyed before the flood; but 
might attain to the like length of days, and old 
age, which the ancient people had arrived at 
before^ 

8 . When Noah had made these supplications, 
God, w ho loved the man for his righteousness, 
granted entire success to his prayers; and said, 
That it was not he who brought the destruction 
on a polluted world, but that they undenvent that 
vengeance ou account of their own wickedness; 
and that he had not brought men into the world, 
if he had himself determined to destroy them, it 
being an instance of greater wisdom not to have 
granted them life at all, than, after it was granted, 
to procure their destruction; but the Injuries, 
said he, they offered to my holiness and virtue 
forced me to bring this punishment upon them. 
But I will leave off for the time to come to require 
such punishments, the effects of so great wrath, 
for their future wicked actions, and especially on 
account of thy prayers.. But if I shall, at any 
time, send tempests of rain, in an extraordinary 
manner, be not affrighted at the largeness of the 
showers; for the^vater shall no more overspread 
the earth. However, I require you to abstain 
from sheddingtheblood of men, and to keepyour- 
sc-lvespure from murder; and to punish those that 
commit any such thing. I permit you to make 
use of all the other living creatures at your plea¬ 
sure, and as your appetites lead you; for I have 
made you lords of them all, both of those that 
wrnlk on the land, and of those that swim in the 
waters, and of those that fly in the regions of the 
air on high, excepting their blood, for therein is 
the life. But I will give you a sign that I have 
left off my anger, by my bow (whereby is meant 
the rainbow, for they determined that’the rain¬ 
bow was the bow of God.) And, when God had 
said and promised thus, he went away. 
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9. Now when Noah had lived three hundred 
and fifty years after the flood, and all that 
time happily, he died, having lived the number 
of nine nundred and fifty years. But let no one 
upon comparing the lives of the ancients with 
our lives, and with the few years which we now 
live, think that what we have said of them is 
false; or make the shortness of our lives at pre¬ 
sent, an argument, that neither did they attain to 
so long a duration of life, for those ancients were 
beloved of God, and [lately] made by God him¬ 
self; and because their food was then fitter for 
the prolongation of life, might well live so great 
a number of years; and besides, God afforded 
them a longer time of life on account of their 
virtue, and the good use they made of it in as¬ 
tronomical and geometrical discoveries, which 
would not have afforded the time for foretelling, 
[the periods of the stars,] unless they had lived 
six hundred years; for the great year is comple¬ 
ted in that interval. Now I have for witnesses 
to what I have said, all those that have written 
antiquities, both among the Greeks and Barba¬ 
rians: for even Manetno, who wrote the Egyp¬ 
tian history, and Berosus, who collected the 
Chaldean monuments, and Mochusand Hestiaeus, 
and besides these Hieronymus the Egyptian, and 
those that composed the ’Phenician history, agree 
to what I here say. ■ Hesiod also, and Hecataeus, 
and Hellanicus, and Acusilous; and, besides 
these, Ephorus and Nicolaus relate that the an¬ 
cients lived a thousand years. But as to these 
matters, let every one look upon them as they 
think fit. 

CHAP. IV. 

Concerning the Toicer of Babylon and the Con¬ 
fusion of Tongues. 

§ 1. Now the sons of Noah were three, Shem, 
and Japhet, and Ham, born one hundred years 
before the deluge. These first of all descended 
from the mountains into the plains, and fixed their 
habitation there; and persuaded others who were 
greatly afraid of the lower grounds on account of 
the flood, and so were very loath to come down 
from the higher places, to venture to follow their 
examples. Now, the plain in which they first 
dwelt was called Shinar. God also commanded 
them to send colonies abroad, for the thorough 
peopling of the earth, that they might not raise g 
seditions among themselves, but might cultivate* 
a great part of the earth, and enjoy its fruits after 
a plentiful manner. But they were so ill in¬ 
structed that they did not obey God; for which 
reason they fell into calamities, and were made 
sensible, by experience, of what sin they had 
been guilty. I or when they flourished with a 
numerous youth, God admonished them again to 
send out colonies; but they, imagining that the 
prosperity they enjoyed was not derived from the 
favor of God, but supposing that their own pow- 
er was the proper cause of tne plentiful condition 
they were in, aid not obey him. Nay, they added 
to this their disobedience to the Divine will, the 
suspicion that they were therefore ordered to 
send out separate colonies, that being divided 
asunder, they might the more easily be oppressed. 

2. Now it was Nimrod who excited them to 
such an affront and contempt of God. He was 
the grandson of Ilam, the son of Noah, a bold 
man, and of great strength of hand. He per¬ 
suaded them not to ascribe it to God, as if it was 
through his means they were happy, but to be¬ 
lieve that it was their own courage which pro¬ 
cured that happiness. He also gradually changed 
the government into tyranny, seeing no other 
way of turning men from the fear of God, but to 
bring them into a constant dependence on hi* 
own power. He also said, “He would be re¬ 
venged on God, if he should have a mind to 
drown the world again; for that he would build 
a tower too high for the waters to be able to 
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reach; and that he would avenge himself on 
God for destroying their forefathers.” 

3. Now the multitude were very ready to fol¬ 
low the determination of Nimrod, and to esteem 
it a piece of cowardice to submit to God; and 
they built a tower, neither sparing any pains, nor 
being in any degree negligent about the work. 
And, by reason of the multitude of hands em- 
pLoyed'in it, it grew very high, sooner than any 
one could expect; but the thickness of it was so 
great, and it was so strongly built, that thereb}' 
its great height seemed, upon the view, to be less 
than it really was. It was built of burned brick, 
cemented together with mortar made of bitumen , 
that it might not be liable to admit water. When 
God sav^ that they acted so madly, he did not re¬ 
solve to destroy them utterly, since they were 
not grown wiser by the destruction of the former 
sinners, but he caused a tumult among them, by 
producing in them divers languages, and causing, 
that through the multitude of those languages, 
they should not be able to understand one an¬ 
other. The place wherein they built the tower 
is now called Babylon , because of the confusion 
of that language which they readily understood 
before; for the Hebrews mean by the word Babel, 
confusion* The Sybil also makes mention of this 
tower, and of the confusion of the language when 
she says thus: “When all men were of one lan¬ 
guage, some of them built a high tower, as if they 
would thereby ascend up to heaven, but the gods 
sent storms of wind and overthrew the tower, and 
gave every one his peculiar language; and for 
this reason it was that the city was called Baby¬ 
lon .” But as to the plain of Shinar, in the coun¬ 
try of Babylonia, llestkuus mentions it, when he 
says thus: “Such of the priests as were saved 
took the sacred vessels of Jupiter Enyalius, and 
came to Shinar of Babylonia.” 

CHAP. V. 

J\f ter what manner the posterity of JVoah.sent out 
Colonies , and inhabited the tvhole Earth. 

5 1. AFTER this they were dispersed abroad, on 
account of their languages, and went out by co¬ 
lonies every where; and each colony took pos¬ 
session of that land which they lighted upon, and 
unto which God led them, so that the whole con¬ 
tinent was filled with them, both the inland and 
the maritime countries. There were some also 
who passed over the sea in ships, and inhabited 
the islands; and some of those nations do still re¬ 
tain the denominations which were given them 
by their first founders; but some have lost them 
also, and some have only admitted certain chan¬ 
ges in them, that they might he the more intelli¬ 
gible to the inhabitants. And they were the 
Greeks who became the authors of such muta¬ 
tions; for when in after ages they grew potent, 
they claimed to themselves the glory of antiqui¬ 
ty; giving names to the nations that sounded 
well, [in Greek,] that they might be better un¬ 
derstood among themselves; and setting agreea¬ 
ble forms of government over them, as it they 
were a people derived from themselves. 

CIIAP. VI. 

Ifoiv every JVation was denominated from their 
’ first Inhabitants . 

$ 1. Now they were the grandchildren of Noah 
in honor of whom names were imposed on the 
nations by those that first seized upon them. Ja- 
jihet the son of Noah had seven sons. They inha¬ 
bited so, that beginning at the mountains Taurus 
and Amanus, they proceeded along Asia, ns far as 
the river Tanais, and along Europe to Cadiz; and 
settling themselves on tne lands they lighted 
upon, which none had inhabited before, they 
called the nations by their own names. For Co¬ 
mer founded those whom the Greeks now call 
GalatianSy [Galls,] but were then called Gome- 


rites. Magog founded those (hat from him were 
named Jllagogites , but who are by the Greeks 
called Scythians. Now as to Javan and Madai, 
the sons of Japhet; from Madai came the We- 
deans, which are called Medcs by the Greeks; 
but from Javan, Jonia and all the Grecians are 
derived. Thobel founded the Thobelites, which 
arc now called Ibcrcs; and the Mosocheni were 
founded by Mosoch; now they are Cappadocians. 
There is also a mark of their ancient denomina¬ 
tions still to be showed; for there is even now 
among them a city called Mazaea, which may 
inform those that are able to understand, that so 
was the entire nation once called. Thiras also 
called those whom he ruled over Thirasians; 
but the Greeks changed the name into Thra¬ 
cians. And so many were the countries that had 
the children of Japhet for their inhabitants. Of 
the three sons of Corner, Aschanaz founded the 
Aschanasians, who are now called by the Greeks 
liheginians. So did Biphath found the Ripheans, 
now called Baphlagonians ; and Thrugrarama 
the Thrugrammeans, who as the Greeks re¬ 
solved, were named Phrygians. Of the three 
sons of Javan also, the son of Japhet, Elisa gave 
name to the Elisians, who were his subjects; they 
are now the /Eolians. Tharsus to the Tharsians, 
for so was Cilicia of old called; the sign of which 
is this, that the noblest city they have, and a me¬ 
tropolis also, is Tarsus, the Tau being by change 
put for the Theta. Cethimus possessed the 
island of Cethima; it is now called Cyprus; and 
from that it is, that all islands, and the greatest 
part of the sea-coasts, are named Cethiurn by the 
Hebrews; and one city there is in Cyprus that 
has been able to preserve its denomination; it is 
called Citius by those who use the language of 
the Greeks, and has not, by the use of that dia¬ 
lect, escaped the name of Cethiurn. And so many 
nations have the children and grandchildren of 
Japhet possessed. Now when 1 have premised 
somewhat, which perhaps the Greeks do not 
know, I will return and explain what I have 
omitted; for such names are pronounced here 
after the manner of the Greeks, to please my 
readers; for our own country language docs not 
so pronounce them. But the names in all cases 
are of one and the same ending; for the name 
we here pronounce, JVocas, is there J\~oah; and 
in every case retains the same termination. 

2. Tne children of 11am possessed the land 
from Syria and Amanus, and the mountains of 
Libanus; seizing upon all that was on its sea- 
coasts, and as far as the ocean, and keeping it as 
their own. Some, indeed, of its names are 
utterly vanished away; others of them being 
changed, and another sound given them, are 
hardly to be discovered, yet a few there are 
which have kept their denominations entire. 
For of the four sons of 11am, time has not at all 
hurt the name of Chus; for the Ethiopians, ovet 
whom he reigned, are even at this day, both by 
themselves and by all men in Asin, called Chus- 
ites. The memory also of the Mesraites is pre 
served in their name; for all we who inhabit this 
country [of Judea] call Egypt Jlcstre, and the 
Egyptians Mestrcans. Ehut also was the foun¬ 
der of Lybia, and called the inhabitants Phntitcs t 
from himself; there is also a river in the coun¬ 
try of the Moors, which bears that name; whence 
it is that we may see the greatest part of the 
Grecian historiographers mention that river, and 
the adjoining country, by the appellation o. 
Phut; but the name* it has now, lms been by 
ehnnge given it from one of the sons of Mes- 
traim, udio was called Bybyos. \\ e will inform 
you presently what has been the occasion why it 
tins been called JJfrica also. Canaan, the fourth 
son of Ham, inhabited the country now called 
Judea , and called it from his own name Canaan. 
The children of these [four] were these: Sabas, 
who founded the Sabeans; Evilas, who foundeo 
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the Evileans, who are called Gcluli; Sabathes 
founded the Sabathens; they are now called by 
the Greeks Asiaborans; Sabactas settled the 
Sabactens; and Ragmus the Ragmeans; and he 
had two sons, the one of which, Judadas, settled 
the Judadeaus, a nation of western Ethiopians, 
and left them his name; as did Sabas, to the Sa- 
beans. But Nimrod, the son of Chus, stayed and 
tyrannized at Bahylon, as we have already in¬ 
formed you. Now all the children of Mesraim, 
being eight in number, possessed the country 
from Gaza to Egypt, though it retained the name 
of one only' the Philcslim , for the Greeks called 
part of that country Palestine. As for the rest, 
Ludiem, and Enemim, and Labim, who alone in¬ 
habited in Libya, and called the country from 
himself; Nedini and Pethrosim, and Chesloim, 
and Cephthorim, we know nothing of them be¬ 
sides their names; for the Ethiopic war,* which 
we shall describe hereafter, was the cause that 
those cities were overthrown. The sons of Ca¬ 
naan were these: Sidonius, who also built a city 
of the same name; it is called by the Greeks 
Siidon; Amathus inhabited in Amathine, which 
is even now called Amathe by the inhabitants, 
although the Macedonians named it Epiphania , 
from one of his posterity; Arudeus possessed the 
island Aradus; Arucas possessed Arce, which is 
in Libanus. But for the seven others [Eueus,] 
Chetteus, Jehuseus, Amorreus, Gergeseus, Eu- 
deus, Sineus, Samareus, we have nothing- in the 
sacred books but their names, for the Hebrews 
overthrew their cities; and their calamities came 
upon them on the occasion following. 

3. Noah, when after the deluge the earth was 
resettled in its former condition, set about its 
cultivation; and when he had planted it with 
vines, and when the fruit w r as ripe, and he had 
gathered the grapes in their season, and the wine 
was ready for use, he offered sacrifice, and feast¬ 
ed, and being drunk, he fell asleep, and lay na¬ 
ked in an unseemly manner. When his youngest 
son saw this, he came laughing, and showed him 
to his brethren; but they covered their father’s 
nakedness. And when Noah was made sensible 
of what had been done, he prayed for posterity 
to his other sons; but for Ham/he did not curse 
him, by reason of his nearness in blood, but cur¬ 
sed his posterity. And when the rest of them 
escaped that curse, God inflicted it on the chil¬ 
dren of Canaan. But as to these matters, we 
shall speak more hereafter. 

4. Shem, the third son of Noah, had five sons, 
who inhabited the land that began at Euphrates, 
and reached to the Indian ocean. For Elam left 
behind him the Elamites, the ancestors of the 
Persians. Ashur lived at the city Nineve; and 
named his subjects Assyrians, who became the 
most fortunate nation beyond others. Arphaxad 
named the Arphaxaditcs, who are now called 
Chaldeans. Aram had the Aramites, which the 
Greeks called Syrians; as Laud founded the 
Laudites, wdiicli are no w called Lydians. Of the 
four sons of Aram, Uz founded Trachonitis and 
Damascus: this country lies between Palestine 
and Celosyria. U1 founded Armenia; and Ga¬ 
ther the Bactrians; and Mesa the Mesaneans; it 
is now called Charax Spasani. Sala was the son 
of Arphaxad; and his son was Heber, for whom 
they originally called the Jew’sf Hebrews. Ile- 
Ler begat Joctan and Phaleg; he w r as called Pha- 

* One observation ought not to be here neglected, with 
regard to that Ethiopic war, which Moses, as general of 
the Egyptians, put an end to, Antiq. B. ii. eh. x. and 
about which our late writers seem very unconcerned; 
viz. that it was a war of that consequence, as to occa¬ 
sion tlie removal or destruction of six or seven nations 
of the posterity of Mitzraim, with their cities; which 
Josephus would not have said,if he had not had ancient 
records to justify those his assertions, though those re¬ 
cords heal! now lost. 

t That the Jews w r ere called Hebrews from this their 
progenitor Heber, our author Josephus here rightly af- 
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leg because he was born at the dispersion of the 
nations to their several countries; for Phaleg 
among the Hebrews signifies division. Now Joc¬ 
tan, one of the sons of Heber, had these sons, 
Elmodad, Saleph, Asermoth, Jera, Adoram, Ai- 
zel, Decla, Ebal, Abimeal, Sabeus, Ophir, Euilat, 
and Jobab. These inhabited from Cophen, an 
Indian river, and in part of Aria adjoining to it. 
And this shall suffice concerning the sons of 
Shem. 

5. I will now treat of the Hebrews. The son 
of Phaleg, whose father was Heber, was Ragau; 
whose son was Serug, to whom was born Nanor; 
his son was Terah, who was the father of Abram, 
who accordingly was the tenth from Noah, and 
was born in the two hundred and ninety-second 
year after the deluge; for Terah begat Abram in 
his seventieth year. Nahor begat Haran, W'hen 
he was one hundred and twenty years old; Na¬ 
hor was born to Serug at his hundred and thirty 
second year; Ragau had Serug at one hundred 
and thirty; at the same time also Phaleg had 
Ragau; fleber begat Phaleg in his hundred and 
thirty-fourth year; he himself being begotten 
by Sala, when he was a hundred and thirty 
years old, whom Arphaxad had for his son at the 
hundred and thirty-fifth year of his age. Ar¬ 
phaxad was the son of Shem, and born twelve 
ears after the deluge. Now Abram had two 
rethren, Nahor and Haran; of these Haran left 
a son, Lot: as also Sarai and Milcha his daugh¬ 
ters; and died among the Chaldeans, in a city of 
the Chaldeans called Ur; and his monument is 
showed to this day. These married their nieces. 
Nahor married Milcha, and Abram married 
Sarai. Now Terah hating Chaldea, on account 
of his mourning for Haran, they all removed to 
Haran of Mesopotamia, where Terah died, and 
was buried, when he had lived to be two hundred 
and five years old; for the life of man was 
already by degrees diminished and became 
shorter than before, till the birth of Moses; 
after whom the term of human life was one hun¬ 
dred and twenty years, God determining it to the 
length that Moses happened to live. Now Na¬ 
hor had ei»-ht sons by Milcha; Uz, and Buz, 
Kemuel, Cnesed, Azau, Pheldas, Jadelp, and 
Bethuel. These were all the genuine sons of 
Nahor; for Teba, and Gaam, and Tachas, and 
Macha, were born of Reuraa his concubine; but 
Bethuel had a daughter Rebecca, and a son 
Laban. 

CHAP. VII. 

Horn Abram our Forefather ivent out of the Land. 

of the Chaldeans, and lived in the land then 

called Canaan, but now Judea. 

$ 1. Now Abram, having no son of his own, 
adopted Lot, his brother Haran’s son, and his 
wife Sarai’s brother; and he left the land of 
Chaldea when he was seventy-five years old, 
and at the command of God went into Canaan, 
and therein he dwelt himself, and left it to his 
posterity. He was a person of great sagacity, 
both for understanding all things, and persuading 
his hearers, and not mistaken in his opinions; 
for which reason he began to have higher notions 
of virtue than others had, and he determined to 
renew and to change the opinion all men hap¬ 
pened then to have concerning God; for he was 

firms; anil not from Abram the Hebrew, or Passenger 
over Euphrates, as many of the moderns suppose. 
Shem is also called the Father of all the children of 
Heber , or of all the Hebrews, in a history Ions before 
Abram passed over Euphrates, Gen. x. 21, though it 
must be confessed, that, Gen. xiv. 13. where the origi¬ 
nal says, they told Abram the Hebrew, the Septuagint 
renders it the Passenger, Tr-pxrr;: hut this is spoken 
only of Abram himself, who had then lately passed over 
Euphrates, and is another signification of the Hebrew 
word, taken as an appellative and not as a proper 
name. 
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the first that ventured to publish this notion, that 
there was but One God, the Creator of the Uni¬ 
verse; and that as to other, [gods,3 if they con¬ 
tributed any tiling to the happiness of men, that 
each of them afforded it only according to his 
appointment, and not by their own power. This 
his opinion was derived from the irregular phe¬ 
nomena that were visible both at land and sea, 
as well as those that happen to the sun, and 
moon, and all the heavenly bodies; thus, “if 
[said he] these bodies had power of their own, 
they would certainly take care of their own re¬ 
gular motions; but since they do not preserve 
such regularity, they make it plain that so far as 
they co-operatc to our advantage, they do it not 
of their own abilities, but as they are subservi¬ 
ent to him that commands them, to whom alone 
we ought justly to offer our honor and thanks¬ 
giving.” For which doctrines, when the Chal¬ 
deans, and other people of Mesopotamia, raised 
a tumult against him, he thought fit to leave that 
country; and at the command, and by the assis¬ 
tance of God, he came and lived in the land of 
Canaan. And when he was there settled, he 
built an altar, and performed a sacrifice to God. 

2. Berosus mentions our father Abram with¬ 
out naming him, when he says thus: “ In the 
tenth ge neration after the flood, there was among 
the Chaldeans a man, righteous and great, and 
skilful in the celestial science. But Hecatams 
does more than barely mention him; for he com- 
osed, and left behind him, a book concerning 
im. And Nicolaus of Damascus, in the fourth 
book of his history says thus; “Abram reigned 
at Damascus, being a foreigner, who came with 
an army out of the land above Babylon, called 
the land of the Chaldeans; but, after a long 
time, he got him up, and removed from that 
country also, with his people, and went into the 
land tnen called the land of Canaan , but now 
the land of Judea , and this when his posterity 
were become a multitude; as to which posterity 
of his, we relate their history in another work. 
Now the name of Abram is even still famous in 
the country of Damascus; and there is showed 
a village named from him, The Habitation of 
Abram." 

CHAP. VIII. 

That when there was a Famine in Canaan, Abram 
went thence into Egypt; and after he had con¬ 
tinued there awhile, he returned back again. 

{ 1. Now after this, when a famine had inva¬ 
ded the land of Canaan, and Abram had disco¬ 
vered that the Egyptians were in a flourishing 
condition, he was disposed to go down to them, 
both to partake of the plentv they enjoyed, and 
to become an auditor of tficir pries'ts, and to 
know what they said concerning the gods; de¬ 
signing either to follow them, if they had better 
notions than he, or to convert them into a better 
way, if his own notions proved the truest. Now 
seeing he was to take Sarai with him, and was 
afraid of the madness of the Egyptians with 
regard to women, lest the king should kill him 
on occasion of his wife’s great heauly, he con¬ 
trived this device;—lie pretended to be her bro¬ 
ther, and dire cted her in a dissembling way to 
pretend the same; for he said it would be for 
their benefit. Now ns soon as they came into 
Egypt, it happened to Abram ns lie supposed it 
would, for tin: fame of his wife’s beauty was 
reatly talked of; for which reason Pharaoh, the 
ing of Egypt, would not be satisfied with what 
was reported of her, but would needs see her 
himself, and was preparing to enjoy her; but God 
put a stop to bis unjust inclinations, by sending 
upon him ft distunper, and a sedition agaiu«t his 
government. And when he inquired of the 
priests, how he might be freed from those cala¬ 
mities, they told him, that his miserable condition 
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was derived from the wrath of God, upon account 
of his inclinations to abuse the stranger’s wife. 
He then, out of fear, asked Sarai, who she was? 
and who it was that she brought along with her? 
And when he had found out the truth, he ex¬ 
cused himself to Abram, that supposing the wo¬ 
man to be his sister, and not his wife, he set his 
affections on her, as desiring an aflinity with him 
by marrying her; but not as incited by lust to 
abuse her. He also made him a large present in 
money; and gave him leave to enter into conver¬ 
sation with the most learned among the Egyp¬ 
tians; from which conversation, hi$ virtue ana his 
reputation became more conspicuous than they 
had been before. 

2 . For whereas the Egyptians were formerly 
addicted to different customs, and despised one 
another’s sacred and accustomed rites, and were 
very angry one with another on that account, 
Abram conferred with each of them, and confut¬ 
ing the reasonings they made use of, every one 
for their own practices, he demonstrated that 
such reasonings were vain, and void of truth; 
whereupon he was admired by them, in those 
conferences, as a very wise man, and one of great 
sagacity, when he discoursed on any subject he 
undertook; and this not only in understanding it, 
but in persuading other men also to assent to him. 
He communicated to them arithmetic, and deli¬ 
vered to them the science of astronomy; for,be¬ 
fore Abram came into Egypt, they were unac¬ 
quainted with those parts of learning; for that 
science came from the Chaldeans into Egypt, and 
from thence to the Greeks also. 

3. As soon as Abram was come back into Ca¬ 
naan, he parted the land between him and Lot, 
upon account of she tumultuous behavior of 
their shepherds, concerning the pastures where¬ 
in they should feed their flocks. However, he 
gave Lot his option, or leave to choose which 
lands he would take: and he took himself what 
the other left, which were the lower grounds at 
the foot of the mountains; and he himself dwelt 
in- Hebron, which is a city seven years ancienter 
than Tanis of Egypt. I>nt Lot possessed the 
land of the plain, and the river Jordan, not far 
from the city Sodom, which was then a fine city, 
but is now destroyed by the will and the wrath of 
God; the cause of which I shall show in its pro¬ 
per place hereafter. 

chap. ix. 

The Destruction of the Sodomites by the Assyrian 
l Far. 

$ 1 . At this time, when the Assyrians had the 
dominion over Asia, the people of Sodom were 
in a flourishing condition, both as to riches and 
number of their youth. There were five kings 
that managed the affairs of this country, Balias, 
Barsas, Senabar, and Sumobor, with the king of 
Bela, and each king led on his own troops. And 
the Assyrians made war upon them,and dividing 
their army into four parts, fought against them. 
Now every part of tne army had ils own com¬ 
mander; and when the battle was joined, the 
Assyrians were conquerors, and imposed a tri¬ 
bute upon the kings of the Sodomites, who sub¬ 
mitted to this slavery twelve years, and so k ng 
they continued to pay their tribute; but on the 
thirteenth year they rebelled, and then the nrmy 
of the Assyrians came upon them, under their 
commanders, Amraphel, Arioch, Chcderlaomer, 
and Tidal. These kings hurl laid waste all Syria, 
nnd overthrown the offspring of the giants. And 
when they were come over against Sodom, they 
pitched tfieir camp at the vale called the Slime- 
pits , for at that time there were pits in that place; 
but now, upon the destruction of the citv of So¬ 
dom, that vale became the I.ake Asphaltitcs, as 
it is called; however, concerning this lake we 
shall speak more presently. Now when the So- 
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domites joined battle with the Assyrians, and the 
fight was very obstinate, many of them were 
killed, and the rest were carried captive; among 
which captives was Lot, who had come to assist 
the Sodomites. 

CHAP. X. 

How Abram, fought with the Assyrians, and over¬ 
came them, and saved the Sodomite Prisoners , 

and took from the Assyrians the Prey they had 

gotten. 

5 1. When Abram heard of their calamity, he 
was at once afraid for Lot his kinsman, and pitied 
the Sodomites, his friends and neighbors; and 
thinking it proper to afford them assistance, he 
did not delav it, but marched hastily, and the 
fifth night fell upon the Assyrians, near Dan, for 
that is the name of the other spring of Jordan; 
and, before they could arm themselves, he slew 
some as they were in their beds, before they 
could suspect anv harm; and others who were 
net yet gone to sleep, but were so drunk that they 
could not fight, ran away. Abram pursued after 
them, till, on the second day, he drove them in a 
body unto Hoba, a place belonging to Damascus; 
and thereby demonstrated, that victory does not 
depend on multitude, and the number of hands, 
but the alacrity and courage of soldiers overcome 
the most numerous bodies of men, while he got 
the victory over so great an army with no more 
than three hundred and eighteen of his servants, 
and three of his friends; but all those that tied 
returned home ingloriously. 

2. So Abram, when he had saved the captive 
Sodomites, who had been taken by the Assyrians, 
and Lot also, his kinsman, returned home in 
peace. Now the king of Sodom met him at a 
certain place, which they called The King's 
Dale , where Melchisedec, king of the city Salem, 
received him. That name signifies, 1'Ke right¬ 
eous King: and such he was, without dispute, 
insomuch that, on this account, he was made the 
priest of God; however, they afterward called 
Salem Jerusalem. Now this Melchisedec sup¬ 
plied Abram’s army in an hospitable manner, and 
gave them provisions in abundance; and as they 
were feasting, he began to praise him, and to 
bless God for subduing his enemies under him. 
And when Abram gave him the tenth part of his 
prey, he accepted of the gift. But the king of 
Sodom desired Abram to take the prey; but en¬ 
treated that he might have those men restored to 
him whom Abram had saved from the Assyrians, 
because they belonged unto him. But Abram 
would not do so; nor. would make any other ad¬ 
vantage of that prey, than what his servants had 
eaten; but still insisted that he should afford a 

art to his friends that had assisted him in the 

attle. The first of them was called Eschol, and 
then Enner , and Mambre. 

3. And God commended his virtue, and said, 
Thou shalt not however lose the rewards thou 
hast deserved to receive by such thy glorious ac¬ 
tions. He answered, Ancf what advantage will it 
be to me to have such rewards, when I have none 
to enjoy them after me? for he w'as hitherto child¬ 
less.' And God promised that he should have a 
son, and that his posterity should be very nume¬ 
rous; insomuch that their number should belike 
ihc stars. When he heard that, he offered a sa¬ 
crifice to God, as he commanded him. The man¬ 
ner of the sacrifice was this:* He took an heifer 
of three years old, and a she-goat of three years 
old, and a ram in like manner of three years old, 
and a turtle-dove, and a pigeon; and, us he w T as 
enjoined, he divided the tnree former, but the 
birds he did not divide. After which, before, he 

* It is worth notin'; here, that God required no oilier 
sacrifices under the law of Moses than whai were taken 
from these five kinds of animals which he here required 
of Abram. Nor did the Jews feed upon any other do- 


built his altar, where the birds of prey flew 
about as desirous of blood, a divine voice came 
to him, declaring that their neighbors would be 
grievous to his posterity, when they should be in 
Egypt, for four hundred years,! during which 
time they should be afflicted, but afterwards 
should overcome their enemies, should conquer 
the Canaanites in war, and possess themselves of 
their land and of their cities. 

4. Now Abram dwelt near the oak called Ogy - 
ges; the place belongs to Canaan, not far from 
the city of Hebron. But being uneasy at his 
w ife’s barrenness, he entreated God to grant that 
he might have male issue; and God required of 
him to be of good courage; and said, that he 
w'ould add to all the rest of the benefits that he 
had bestowed upon him, ever since he led him out 
of Mesopotamia, the gift of childreu. Accord¬ 
ingly Sarai, at God’s command, brought to his 
bed one of her handmaidens, a woman of Egyp¬ 
tian descent, in order to obtain children by her; 
and w r hen this handmaid was w r ith child, she tri¬ 
umphed, and ventured to affront Sarai, as if the 
dominion were to come to a son to be born of her. 
But when Abram resigned her into the hands of 
Sarai, to punish her, she contrived to fly away, a3 
not able to bear the instances of Sarai’s severity 
to her; and she entreated God to have compas¬ 
sion on her. Now r a divine Angel met her, as she 
was going forward in the wilderness, and bid her 
return to her master and mistress, for if she would 
submit to that wise advice, she w T ould live better 
hereafter; for that the reason of her being in 
such a miserable case was this, that she Jiad been 
ungrateful and arrogant towards her mistress. 
He also told her, that if she disobeyed God, and 
went on still in her way, she should perish; but 
if she would return back, she should become the 
mother of a son, who should reign over that coun¬ 
try. These admonitions she obeyed, and return¬ 
ed to her master and mistress, and obtained for¬ 
giveness. A little while afterwards she bare Is¬ 
mael, w hich may be interpreted, Heard of God , 
because God hail heard his mother’s prayer. 

5. The forementioned son was born to Abram 
when he was eighty-six years old; but when he 
w r as ninety-nine, God appeared to him, and pro¬ 
mised him, that he shoula have a son by Sarai, and 
commanded that his name should be Isaac; and 
showed him, that from this son should spring 
great nations and kings, and that they shoufd ob¬ 
tain all the land of Canaan by war, from Sidon to 
Egypt. But he charged him in order to keep his 

osterity unmixed with others, that thev should 

e circumcised in the flesh of their foreskin, and 
that this should be done on the eighth day after 
they w T tre born; the reason of which circumci¬ 
sion, I will explain in another place. And Abram 
inquiring also concerning Ismael, whether he 
should live or not, God signified to him, that he 
should live to be very old, and should be the fa¬ 
ther of great nations. Abram therefore, gave 
thanks to God for these blessings; and then he, 
and all his family, and his son Ismael, were cir¬ 
cumcised immediately; the son being that day 
thirteen years of age, and he ninety-nine. 

CHAP. XI. 

How God overthrew the Nation of the Sodomites , 

out of his JVrath against them for their Sins . 

$ 1. About this time the Sodomites grtwv proud, 
on account of their riches and great wealth; they 
became unjust towards men, nnd impious towards 
God, insomuch that they did not call to mind the 
advantages they received from him; they hated 
strangers, and abused themselves with Sodomi- 
tical practices. God was therefore much do¬ 
mestic animals than the three here named, as Reland 
observes on Antiq. B. iv. eh. iv. sect. 4. 

| As to this affliction of Abram’s posterity for 400 
years, see Antiq. B. ii. ch. ix. sect. 1. 
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pleased at them, and determined to punish them 
lor their pride, and to overthrow their city, and 
to lay waste their country, until there should 
neither plant nor fruit grow out of it. 

2. When God hnd thus resolved concerning the 
Sodomites, Abraham, as he sat by the oak of 
Mainbre, at the door of his tent, saw three an¬ 
gels; and thinking them to be strangers, he rose 
up, and saluted them, and desired they would ac¬ 
cept of an entertainment, and abide with him; 
to which, when they agreed, he ordered cakes of 
meal to be made prcscntlj'; and when he had 
slain a calf, he roasted it, and brought it to them, 
as they sat under the oak. Now they made a 
show of eating, and besides, they asked him 
about his wife Sara!), where she was? and when 
he said she was within, they said they should 
conic again hereafter, and find her become a 
mother. Upon which the woman laughed, and 
said, that it was impossible she should bear chil¬ 
dren, since she was ninety yenrs of age, and her 
husband was a hundred. Then they concealed 
themselves no longer, but declared that they 
were angels of God: and that one of them was 
sent to inform them about the child, and two of 
the overthrow of Sodom. 

3. When Abraham heard this, he was grieved 
for the Sodomites; and he rose up, and besought 
God for them, and entreated him that he would 
not destroy the righteous with the wicked. And 
when God had replied, That there was no good 
man among the Sodomites; for if there were 
but ten such men among them, he would not 

unish any of them for their sins, Abraham held 
is peace. And the angels came to the city of 
the Sodomites, and Lot entreated them to accept 
of a lodging with him; for he was a very gene¬ 
rous and hospitable man, and one that had learn¬ 
ed to imitate the goodness of Abraham. Now 
when the Sodomites saw the young men to be of 
beautiful countenances, and this to an extraordi¬ 
nary degree, and that they took up their lodg¬ 
ings with Lot, they resolved themselves to enjoy 
these beautiful boys by force and violence; and 
when Lot exhorted them to sobriety, and not to 
offer any tiling immodest to the strangers, but to 
have regard to their lodging in his house; and 
promised, that if their inclinations could not be 
governed, he would expose his daughters to their 
lust, instead of these strangers: neither thus 
were they made ashamed. 

4. Hut God was much displeased at their im¬ 
pudent behavior, so that lie both smote those 
men with blindness, and condemned the Sodom¬ 
ites to universal destruction. Hut Lot, upon 
God’s informing him of the future destruction of 
the Sodomites, went away, taking with him his 
wife and daughters, who were two, and still vir¬ 
gins; for those that were betrothed* to them 
were above the thoughts of going, and deemed 
that Lot’s words were trilling. God then cast a 
thunderbolt upon the city, and set it on lire, w ith 
its inhabitants; and laid waste the country with 
the like burning, as I formerly said when I wrote 

* These son*in-law to Lot, ns they are railed, Gen. 
xix. 12—I t, might he so slyled because they were be¬ 
trothed lo Lot’s daughters, though not yet. married to 
them. See the note on Antiq. I). xiv. ch. xiii. sect. I. 

t nf the War, b. iv.eliap. viii. sec t. 1. 

j 'Phis pillar of salt wan, we see hero, standing in the 
days of Josephus, and he hnd seen it. That it was stand¬ 
ing then is also attested by t ‘lement of Home, contempo¬ 
rary with Josephus;ns also that it wasso in the next 
century, is attested l»v I rennms, with the. nddiliouof an 
hypothesis how it came to Inst so long, with all its mem¬ 
bers entire.—Whether the account that some modern 
travellers give he true, that it is still standing, 1 do not 
know. Its remote situation, at tin? utmost southern 
point ofthe sea of Sodom, in the wild and dangerous 
deserts of Arabia, makes it exceeding ditlieult fo- in¬ 
quisitive travellerstocxaminc the place;and for com¬ 
mon reports of country people, at a distance, they are 
not very satisfactory. In the mean lime, I have no 
opinion of Lc Clerc s dissertation or hypothesis about 


OF THE JEWS. 

the Jewish War.f Hut Lot’s wife continually 
turning back to view the city, as she went from 
it, and being too nicely inquisitive what would 
become of it, although God had forbidden her so 
to do, was changed into a pillar of salt4 for I 
have seen it, and it remains at this day. Now he 
and his daughters lied to a certain small place, 
encompassed with the fire, and settled in it: It 
is to this day called 7joar; for that is the word 
which the Hebrews use fora small thing. There 
it was that he lived a miserable life, ou account 
of his having no company, and his want of pro¬ 
visions. 

5. Hut his (laughters, thinking that all man¬ 
kind were destroyed, approached to their father,$ 
though taking care not to be perceived. This 
they did, that mankind might not utterly fail: 
and they bare sons; the son of the elder was 
named Moab, which denotes one derived from his 
father; the younger bare Ammon , which name 
denotes one derived from a kinsman. The for¬ 
mer of whom was the father of the Moabites, 
which is even still a great nation; the latter was 
the father of the Ammonites; and botli of them 
are inhabitants of Coelosyria. And such was the 
departure of Lot from among the Sodomites. 

CIIAP. XII. 

Concerning Abimelcch; and concerning Ismael 

the Son of Abraham; and concerning the Ara¬ 
bians, which were his Posterity. 

\ L Abraham now removed to Gerar of Pales¬ 
tine, leading Sarah along with him, under the no¬ 
tion of his sister, using the like dissimulation that 
lie had used before, anil this out of fear; for he 
was afraid of Abimeleeh, the king of that coon- 
try, who did also himself fall in love with Sarah, 
and was disposed to corrupt her; but be was re¬ 
strained from satisfying his lust by a dangerous 
distemper which befell him from God. Now when 
his physicians despaired of curing him, he fell 
asleep," and saw a dream, warning him not to 
abuse the stranger’s wife; and when lie reco¬ 
vered, he told his friends that God had inllieted 
that disease upon him, by way of punishment for 
his injury to the stranger, and in order to preserve 
the chastity of his wife; for that she did not ac¬ 
company him as his sister, but as his legitimate 
wife; and that God had promised to be gracious 
to him for the time to come, if thUperson be once 
secure of his wife’s chastity. When he had said 
this, by the ad\ice of his friends, he sent for 
Abraham, and bid him not be concerned about 
his wife, or fear the corruption of her chastity, 
for that God took rare of him, and that it was f>y 
his providence that he received his wife again, 
without her sullrring any abuse. And he ap¬ 
pealed to God, and to his wife’s conscience; and 
said, that he had not nny inclination at first to 
enjoy her, if he had known she was his wife; but 
since, said he, thou ledst her about as thy sister, 
I was guilty of no olfenre. lie also entreated 
him to be at peace with him; and to make God 

I his question, which ran only he determined by eye-wit¬ 
nesses. When Christian princes, so called, lay aside 
their foolish and unchristian wars ami quarrels, and 
scud a body of lit persons to travel over the Hast, aid 
bring u* faithful accounts of all nneient monument*, 
and procure us copies of all undent records, at present 
lost among us, wo may I*ope for full satisfaction in such 
inquiries, but hardly before. 

I sre improper wicked intention in these daughters 
of Lot, when in a ease which appeared to them of una¬ 
voidable necessity,they procured themselves lobe with 
child by their father. Wit! out such an unavoidable ne¬ 
cessity, incest is a horrid crime ; but whether, in such a 
case of necessity, as they apprehended this to be, accord¬ 
ing to Josephus, it was n ny such erime,I nm not sat'sfied. 
In the meantime, they making their father drunk, and 
tlmii soliriionsconrealnicnt of what they did from him 
shows that they despaired of persuading him to an ac¬ 
tion, which, at llm best, could not but be v«ry 
and shocking to so good a man 
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propitious to him, and that if he thought fit to 
continue with him, he should have what he 
wanted in abundance; but that if he designed to 
go away, he should be honorably conducted, and 
have whatsoever supply he wanted when he 
came thither. Upon nis saying this, Abraham 
told him that his pretence of kindred to his wife 
was no lie, because she was his brother’s daugh¬ 
ter; and that he did not think himself safe in his 
travels abroad without this sort of dissimulation; 
and that he was not the cause of his distemper, 
but was only solicitous for his own safety; he 
said also, that he was ready to stay with him. 
Whereupon Abiiuelech assigned him land and 
money; and they covenanted to live together 
without guile, and took an oath at a certain 
well, called Beersheba , which may be interpret¬ 
ed, The well of the oath; and so it is named by 
the people of the country unto this day. 

2. Now in a little time Abraham had a son by 
Sarah, as God had foretold to him, whom he 
named Isaac , which signifies laughter. And in¬ 
deed they so called him because Sarah laughed 
when God* said she should bear a son, she not 
expecting such a thing, as being past the age of 
childbearing, for she was ninety years old, and 
Abraham a nundred; so that this son was born 
to them both in the last year of each of those 
decimal numbers. And they circumcised him 
upon the eighth day; and from that time the 
Jews continue the custom of circumcising their 
sons within that number of days. But as for the 
Arabians, they circumcise after the thirteenth 
year, because Ismael, the founder of their na¬ 
tion, who was born to Abraham of the concu¬ 
bine, was circumcised at that a£e; concerning 
whom I will presently give a particular account 
with great exactness. 

3. As for Sarah, she at first loved Ismael, who 
was born of her own handmaid Hagar, with an 
affection not inferior to that of her own son, for 
he was brought up in order to succeed in the 
government; but when she herself had borne 
Isaac, she was not willing that Ismael should be 
brought up with him, as being too old for him, 
and able to do him injuries, when their father 
should be dead; she therefore persuaded Abra¬ 
ham to send him and his mother to some distant 
country. Now, at the first, he did not agree to 
what Sarah was so zealous for, and thought it 
an instance of the greatest barbarity to send 
away a young childf and a woman, unprovided 
of necessaries; but at length he agreed to it, 
because God was pleased with what Sarah had 
determined; so he delivered Ismael to his mother, 
as r.ot yet able to go by himself; and commanded 
her to take'a bottle of water and a loaf of bread, 
and so to depart, and to take necessity for her 
guide. But as soon as her necessary provisions 
tailed, she found herself in an evil case; and 
when the water was-almost spent, she laid the 
young child, who was ready to expire, under a 
fir-tree, and went on farther, that so he might die 
while she was absent. But a divine angel came 
to her, and told her of a fountain hard by, and bid 
her take care, and bring up the child, because 

* It is well worth observation, that Josephus here calls 
that principal angel who appeared toAbraham, and fore¬ 
told the birth of Isaac, directly God; which language of 
Josephus’s here prepares ns to believe those other ex¬ 
pressions of his, that Jesus was a wise man, if it be law¬ 
ful to call him a man , Antiq. b. xviii. chap, iii.sect. 3, and 
of God the Wordjn his homily concerning Hades,may he 
both genuine. Nor is the other expression of divine angel, 
used presently, and before also,of any other signification. 

t Josephus here calls Ismael a young child or infant, 
tho’ lie was above thirteen years of age: as Judas calls 
himself and his brethren young men, when they were -17, 
and he had two children,Antiq. b. ii. chap. vi. sect.8, and 
they were of much the same age as a damsel of 12 years 
old called a little child, Mark v. 39—42, five several 
times. Herod also is said by Josephus to be a very young 
man at 23. See the noteon Antiq. b. xiv. chap Lx. sect. 2; 
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she should be very happy by the preservation of 
Ismael. She then took courage, upon the pros 
pect of what was promised her, and meeting with 
some shepherds, oy their care she got clear of 
the distresses she had been in. 

4. When the lad was grown up, he married a 
wrfe, by birth an Egyptian, from whence the 
mother was herself derived originally. Of this 
wife were born to Ismael twelve sons, Nabaioth, 
Kedar, Abdeel, Mabsarn, Idumas, Masmaos Ma- 
saos, Chodad, Theman, Jetur, Naphesus, Kad- 
mas. These inhabited all the country from Eu¬ 
phrates to the Red Sea, and called it JVabatene. 
They are an Arabian nation, and name their 
tribes from these, both because of their own vir¬ 
tue and because of the dignity of Abraham their 
father. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Concerning Isaac, thelegitimate Son of Abraham. 

^ I. Now Abraham greatly loved Isaac, as 
being his only begotten,\ and given to him at the 
borders of old age, by the favor of God. The 
child also endeared himself to his parents still 
more by the exercise of every virtue, and ad¬ 
hering to his duty to his parents, and being zeal¬ 
ous in the worship of God. Abraham also placed 
his own happiness in this prospect, that when he 
should die, he should leave this his son in a safe 
and secure condition; which accordingly he ob¬ 
tained by the will of God; who being desirous to 
make an experiment of Abraham’s religious dis¬ 
position towards himself, appeared to nim, and 
enumerated all the blessings ne had bestowed on 
him; how he had made him superior to his ene¬ 
mies, and that his son Isaac, who was the prin¬ 
cipal part of his present happiness, was derived 
from him; and he said that he required this son 
of his as a sacrifice and holy oblation. Accord¬ 
ingly he commanded him to carry him to the 
mountain Moriah, and to build an altar, and offer 
him for a burnt-offering upon it; for that this 
would best manifest his religious disposition 
towards him, if he preferred what was pleasing 
to God before the preservation of his own son. 

2. Now Abraham thought that it was not right 
to disobey God in any thing, but that he was 
obliged to serve him in every circumstance of 
life, since all creatures that live enjoy their life 
by his providence and the kindness he bestows 
on them. Accordingly he concealed this com¬ 
mand of God, and his own intentions about the 
slaughter of his son, from his wife, as also from 
every one of his servants; otherwise he should 
have been hindered from his obedience to God; 
and he took Isaac, together with two of his ser¬ 
vants, and laying what things were necessary for 
a sacrifice upon an ass, he went away to the 
mountain. Now the two servants went along- 
with him two days; but on the third day, as soon 
as he saw the mountain, he left those servants 
that were with him till then, in the plain, and 
having his son alone with him he came to tb 
mountain. It was that mountain upon whice. 
King David afterwards built the temple.$ Now 
they had brought with them every thing neces- 

and Of the War, b. j. chap. x. And Aristohulus is styled 
a very little child at 16 years of age, Antiq. b. xv. chapii. 
sect. 6,7. Doniitian is also called by him a very young 
child, when he went on Ins German expedition, at about 
18 years of age, Of the War, b. vii. chap. iv. sect 2. Sam¬ 
son’s wife and Ruth, when they were widows, nrecalled 
children, Antiq. b. v. ch. viii. sect. 6, and ch. ix. sect. 2.3. 

X Note, that both here, and Ileb. xi. 17, Isaac is called 
Abraham’s only begotten son, though he at the saaa 
time had another son. Ismael. The Septuagint expresses 
the true meaning, by rendering the text the beloved son. 

$ Here is a plain error in the copies, which say, that 
King David afterwards huilt the temple on this mount 
Moriah, while it wascertainly no other than King Solo 
raon who huilt that temple, ns indeed Procopius rdan 
it from Josephus. For it was for certain David, and 
not Solomon, who built the first altar there, as wft 
D 
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sary for a sacrifice, excepting the animal that 
was to he o tie red only. Now Isaac was twen¬ 
ty-five years old. And as he was building the 
altar, he asked his father, “ What he was about 
to offer, since there was no animal there for an 
oblation?” To which it was answered “That 
God would provide himself an oblation, he being 
able to mnke a plentiful provision for men out 
of what they have not, and to deprive others of 
what they already have, when they put too much 
trust therein; that, therefore, if God pleased to 
be present and propitious at this sacrifice, he 
would provide himself an oblation.” 

3. As soon as the altar was prepared, and 
Abraham had laid on the wood, and all tilings 
were entirely ready, he said to his son, “0 son, 
I poured out a vast number of prayers that I 
might have thee for mv son; when thou wast 
come into the world, there was nothing that 
could contribute to thy support, for which I was 
not greatly solicitous, nor any thing wherein I 
thought myself happier than to see thee grown 
up to man’s estate, and that I might leave thee 
at my death the successor to my dominion; but 
since it was by God’s will that I became thy 
father, and it is now his will that I relinquish 
thee, bear this consecration to God with a gen¬ 
erous mind; for I resign thee up to God, who 
thought fit now to require this testimony of 
honor to himself on account of the favors he 
hath conferred on me, in being to me a supporter 
and defender. Accordingly thou, my son, wilt 
now die, not in any common way of going out of 
the world, but sent to God the Father of all men 
beforehand, by thy own father, in the nature of a 
sacrifice. 1 suppose he thinks thee worthy to 
get clear of- this world, neither by a disease, 
neither by war, nor by any other severe way, by 
which death usually conies upon men, but so 
that he will receive thy soul with prayers and 
holy offices of religion, and will place thee near 
to himself, and thou wilt there be to me a suc- 
corer, a support in my old a^e; on which ac¬ 
count I principally brought thee up, and thou 
wilt thereby procure me God for my comforler 
instead of thyself.” 

4. Now Isaac was of such a generous disposi¬ 
tion as became the son of such a father, and was 
pleased with this discourse; and said, “ That he 
was not worthy to be boen at first, if he should 
reject the determination of God and of his father, 
and should not resign himself up readily to both 
their pleasures; 9ince it would nave been unjust 
if he had not obeyed, even if his father alone 
had so resolved.” So he went immediately to 
the altar to be sacrificed. And the deed had 
been done if God had not opposed it; for he call¬ 
ed loudly to Abraham by his name, and forbade 
him to slay his son, and said, “ It was not out of 
a desire of human blood that he was commanded 
to slay his son, nor was he willing that he should 
be taken away from him whom he had made his 
father, but to try the temper of his mind, whether 
he would be obedient to such a command. Since, 
therefore, he was now satisfied as to that his 
alacrity, and the surprising readiness he showed 
in this his piety, he was delighted in having be¬ 
stowed such blessings upon him; and that he 

learn, 2 Pam. xxiv. 18. «$-c.; 1 Chron. xxi. 22. ^*c.; and 
Antiq. b. vii. chap. xiii. sect. 4. 

* It sccine, both here and in God’s parallel blessing to 
Jnce’>, ch.xix. sect. 1 1 that Josephus had yet no notion 
oftho hidden menning of that most important and most 
eminent promise, “In thy seed shall nil the families of 
the earth he blessed. He saith not of seeds, as of ninny, 
but asofone; nnd to thy seed, which is Christ.” Gal. iii. 
36. Nor is it any wonder, he being, 1 think, as yet, not 
a Christian. And had he been a christinn, yet since lie 
was, to l>e sure, till the latter part of his life, no more 
than an LldoniicChristian, who,aboveiill thenposllea, 
rejected and despised Pt. Paul, It would l>c no great won¬ 
der ifhcdldnnt follow his interpretation. In the mean 
time, wc have, in effect, St. Paul's exposition in the 


would not be wanting in all sort of concern about 
him, and in bestowing other children upon him; 
and that his son should live to a very great age; 
that he should live a happy life, and bequeath a 
large principality to his children, who should be 
good and legitimate.” He foretold also, that his 
lamily should increase into many nations; and 
that those* patriarchs should leave behind them 
an everlasting name; that they should obtain the 

C osscssion of the land ol Canaan, and be envied 
y all men. When God had said this, he pro¬ 
duced to them a ram, which did not appear be¬ 
fore, for the sacrifice. So Abraham and Isaac, 
receiving each other unexpectedly, and having 
obtained the promises of such great blessings 
embraced one another; and when they had sacri 
ficed, they returned to Surah, and lived happily 
together, God affording them his assistance in all 
things they desired. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Concerning Sarah , Abraham's Wife, and how 
she ended her days. 

5 1. Now Sarah died a little while after, 
having lived one hundred and twenty-seven 
years. They buried her in Hebron; the Canaan- 
ltes publicly allowing them a burying-place; 
which piece of ground Abraham bought for four 
hundred shekels, of Epliron, an inhabitant of 
Hebron. And both Abraham and his descend¬ 
ants built themselves sepulchres in that place. 

CHAP. XV. 

How the J\~afjpn of the Troglodytes were derived 
from Abraham by Ketnrah . 

§ 1. Abraham, after this, married Keturah, 
by whom six sons were born to him, men of 
courage and of sagacious minds: Zambran, and 
Jazar, and Madan, and Madian, and Josabak, and 
Sons. Now the sons of Sous were, Sabathan, 
and Dadan. The sous of Dadan were, Latusim, 
and Assur, and Luom. The sons of Madian 
were, Ephas, and Ophren, and Anoch, and Eb*- 
das, and Eldas. Now for all these sons and grand¬ 
sons Abraham contrived to settle them in colo¬ 
nies; and they took possession of Troglodytes, 
and the country of Arabia the Happy, as far as 
it reaches to the Red Sea. It is related of this 
Ophren, that he made war against Libya, and 
took it, and that his grandchildren, when they 
inhabited it, called it from his name Africa. And 
indeed Alexander Polyhistor gives his attestation 
to what I here say, who speaks thus: “ Cleode- 
mus the prophet, who was also called Malchus, 
who wrote a history of the Jews, in agreement 
with the history of Moses, their legislator, relates, 
that there were many sons born to Abraham by 
Keturah: nay, lie names three of them, Apher, 
and Surim, and Japhran. That from Surim was 
the land of Assyria denominated; and that from 
the other two, Apher and Japhran, the country 
of Africa took its name, because these men 
were auxiliaries to Hercules, when lie fought 
against Libya and Antteus; and that Hercules 
married Apfira’s daughter, and of her he begat 
a son, Diaorus: and that Sophon was his son 

Testnment of Reuben, sect. 6, in Autlicnt. Rcr. part i. p. 
302, who charges his sons, “To worship the Peed of Ju¬ 
dah, who should die for them ill visible and invisible 
wars; uml should he nmong them an eternal King.” Nor 
is that ohserval ion of n learned foreigner of iny acquain¬ 
tance to he despised, who takes notice Hint as seeds in 
the plural must signify posterity , so seed in the singu¬ 
lar may signify either posterity or u Bingle person; and 
that in this promise ofali nations being linppy in the seed 
of Abralinm, or Isaac, or Jacob, &c.,it is always used 
in the singular.—To which I slmll add, that it is some- 
limes, as it were, paraphrased by the son of Abraham, 
the sonof David, &.C., which is capable of no such ambi¬ 
guity. 




ABRAHAM’S SERVANT MEETING REBECCA AT TIIE WELL. 





















































































BOOK I.—CHAP. 

from whom that barbarous people called Sopha - 
c ians were denominated.” 


CHAP. XVI. 

How Isaac took Rebeka to Wife. 

5 1. Now when Abraham, the father of Isaac, had 
resolved to take Rebeka, who was grand-daughter 
to his brother Nab or, for a w r ife to his son Isaac, 
who was then about forty years old, he sent the an- 
cientest of his servants to betroth her, after he had 
obliged him to give hirn the strongest assurances 
of his fidelity. Which assurances were given 
after the manner following: They put each 
other’s hands under each other’s thighs, then they 
called upon God as the witness of what was to 
be done. He also sent such presents to those 
that were there, as were in esteem, on account 
that they either rarely or never were seen in that 
country. This servant got thither not under a con¬ 
siderable time; for it requires much time to pass 
through Mesopotamia, in which it is tedious tra¬ 
velling, both in winter for the depth of the clay, 
and in summer for want of water; and besides 
this, for the robberies there committed, which 
are not to be avoided by travellers but by caution 
beforehand. However, the servant came to Ha- 
ran. And when he was in the suburbs, he met a 
considerable number of maidens going to the 
water; he therefore prayed to God, thatRebeka 
might be found among them, or her whom Abra¬ 
ham sent him as his servant to espouse to his 
son, in case his will were that this marriage 
should be consummated; and that she might be 
made known to him by this sign, that while others 
denied him water to drink, she might give it him. 

2. With this intention he went to the well, and 
desired the maidens to give him some water to 
drink, but while the others refused, on pretence 
that they wanted it all at home, and could spare 
none for him, one only of the company rebuked 
them for their peevish behavior towards the 
stranger; and said. What is there that you will 
ever communicate to an} r body, who have not so 
much as given the man some water? She then 
offered him water in an obliging manner. And 
now he began to hope that his grand affair would 
succeed; but desiring still to know the truth, he 
commended her for her generosity and good 
nature, that she did not scruple to afford a suf¬ 
ficiency of water to those that wanted it, though 
it cost her some pains to draw it; and asked who 
were her parents, and wished them joy of such 
a daughter; and mayest thou be espoused, said 
he, to their satisfaction, into the family of an 
agreeable husband, and bring him legitimate 
children. Nor did she disdain to satisfy his in¬ 
quiries, but told him her family. They, says she, 
call me Rebeka; my father was Bethuel, but he 
is dead; and Laban is my brother, and, together 
with my mother, takes care of all our family af¬ 
fairs, and is the guardian of my virginity. When 
the servant heard this, he was very glad at what 
had happened , and at what was told him, as per¬ 
ceiving that God had thus plainly directed his 
journey; and producing his bracelets and some 
other ornaments, which it was esteemed decent 
for virgins to wear, he gave them to the damsel, 
by way of acknowledgment, and as a reward for 
her kindness in giving him water to drink; say¬ 
ing, it was but just that she should have them, 
because she was so much more obliging than any 
of the rest. She desired also that he would come 
and lodge with them, since the approach of the 
night gave him not time to proceed farther. And 

E roducing his precious ornaments for women, 
e said, he desired to trust them to none more 

* The birth of Jacob and Esau is here said to be after 
Abraham's death; it should have been after Sarah's 
death. The order of the narration in Genesis, not 
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safely than to such as she had showed herself to 
be; and that he believed he might guess at the 
humanity of her mother and brother, that they 
would not be displeased, from the virtue he found 
in her, for he would not be burdensome, but 
would pay the hire for his entertainment, and 
spend his own money. To which she replied, 
that he guessed right as to the humanity of her 
parents; but complained, that he shoufd think 
them so parsimonious as to take money; for that 
he should have all on free cost. But she said, 
she would first inform her brother Laban, and, if 
he gave her leave, she would conduct him in. 

3. As soon then as this was over, she introduced 
the stranger; and for the camels, the servants of 
Laban brought them in, and took care of them, 
and he was himself brought in to supper by La¬ 
ban. And after supper, he says to him, and to 
the mother of the damsel, addressing himself to 
her, “ Abraham is the son of Terah, and a kins¬ 
man of yours, for Nahor, the grandfather of these 
children, was the brother of Abraham, by both 
father and mother; upon which account he hath 
sent me to you, being desirous to take this damsel 
for his son to wife. He is his legitimate son; and 
is brought up as his only heir. He could indeed 
have had the most happy of all the women in 
that country for him, but he would not have his 
son marry any of them; but out of regard to his 
own relations he desired him to match here, whose 
affection and inclination I would not have you 
despise; for it was by the good pleasure of God, 
that other accidents fell out in my journey, and 
that thereby I lighted upon your daughter, and 
your house; for when I was near to the city I saw 
a great many maidens coming to a well, and I 
rayed that I might meet with this damsel, which 
as come to pass accordingly. Do you therefore 
confirm that marriage, whose espousals have been 
already made by a divine appearance; and show 
the respect you have for Abraham, who hath sent 
me with so much solicitude, in giving your con¬ 
sent to the marriage of this damsel.” Upon this 
they understood it to be the will of God, and 
reatly approved of the offer, and sent their 
aughter, as was desired. Accordingly Isaac 
married her, the inheritance being now come to 
him; for the childreu by Keturah were gone to 
their ow T n remote habitations. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Concerning the Death of Abraham. 

§1. A UTTLE while after this Abraham died. 
He was a man of incomparable virtue, and hon¬ 
ored by God in a manner agreeable to his piety 
towards him. The whole time of his life was 
one hundred seventy and five years; and he w’as 
buried in Hebron, with his wife Sarah, by their 
sons Isaac and Ismael. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Concerning the Sons of Isaac, Esau and Jacob. 

Of their Nativity and Education. 

Jl. Now Isaac’s wife proved w T ith child, after 
the death of Abraham;* and when her belly was 
greatly burdened, Isaac was very anxious, and 
inquired of God, who answered, That Rebeka 
should bear twins: and that two nations should 
take the names of those sons; and that lie who 
appeared the second should excel the elder.— 
Accordingly she, in a little time, as God had 
foretold, bare twins; the elder of whom, from his 
head to his feet, was very rough and hairy; but 
the younger took hold of hisueel as they were 
in tlie birth. Now the father loved the elder, 
who was called Esau , a name agreeable to his 

always exactly according to the order of time, seems 
to liavo led Josephus into it, as Dr. Bernard observes 
here. 

d2 
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roughness , for the Hebrews call such a hairy 
roughness (Esau, or} Seir;* but Jacob, the young¬ 
er, was best belovea by his mother. 

2. When there was a famine in the land, Isaac 
resolved to go into Egypt, the land there being 
good; but he went to Gerar, as God commanded 
him. Here Abimelech the king received him, 
because Abraham had formerly lived with him, 
and had been his friend. And as in the begin¬ 
ning he treated him exceeding kindly, so he 
was hindered from continuing in the same dispo¬ 
sition to the end by his envy at him; for when 
he saw that God was with Isaac, and took such 
great care of him, he drove him away from him. 
But Isaac, when he saw how envy had changed 
the temper of Abimelech, retired to a place called 
The Valley , not far from Gerar; and as he was 
digging a well the shepherds fell upon him, and 
began to fight, in order to hinder the work, and 
because he did not desire to contend, the shep¬ 
herds seemed to get the better of him, so he still 
retired, and dug another well; and when certain 
other shepherds of Abimelech’s began to offer 
him violence, he left that also, and still retired, 
thus purchasing security to himself by a rational 
and prudent conduct. At length the king gave 
him leave to dig a well without disturbance. He 
named this well Rehoboih, which denotes a large 
space; but of the former wells, one was called 
Escon, which denotes strife y the other Sitenna y 
which name signifies enmity. 

3. It was now that Isaac’3 affairs increased, 
and his power was in a flourishing condition; 
and this from his great riches. But Abimelech 
thinking Isaac throve in opposition to him, while 
their living together made them suspicious of 
each other, and Isaac’s retiring showing a secret 
enmity also, he was afraid that his former friend¬ 
ship with Isaac did not secure him, if Isaac 
should endeavor to revenge the injuries he had 
formerly offered him; he therefore renewed his 
friendship with him, and brought with him Phi- 
loc, one of his generals. And when he had ob¬ 
tained every thing he desired, by reason of 
Isaac’s good nature, who preferred the earlier 
friendship Abimelech had snowed to himself and 
his father to his later wrath against him, he 
returned home. 

4. Now when Esau, one of the sons of Isaac, 
whom the father principally loved, was now come 
to the age of forty years, he married Adah, the 
daughter of Helon, and Aholibamah, the daugh¬ 
ter of Esebeon; which Helon and Esebeon were 
great lords among the Canaanites, thereby taking 
upon himself the authority, and pretending to 
have dominion over his own marriages, without 
so much as asking the advice of his father; for 
had Isaac been the arbitrator, he had not given 
him leave to marry thus, for he was not pleased 
with contracting any alliance with the people of 
that country; but not caring to be uneasy to his 

* For Seir in Josephus, the coherence requires that 
we read Esau or Seir, which signify the same thing. 

f This supper of savory meat, as we call it, Gen. xxvii. 
4, to be caught by hunting, was intended plainly for a 
festival or a sacrifice, and upon the prayers that were 
frequent at sacrifices, Isaac expected, as was then usual 
in such eminent cases, that a divine impulse would come 
upon him, in order to the solemn Messing of his son 
there present, and his foretelling his future behavior and 
fortune Whence it must be, that when Isaac had un¬ 
wittingly Messed Jacob, and was afterward made sensi¬ 
ble of his mistake, yet did he not attempt to niter it, how 
earnestly soever his affection for Esau might incline him 
to wish it might he altered, because lie knew that this 
blessing came not from himself Imt from God, and that 
an alteration was out of his power. A second afflatus 
then came upon him, and enabled him to foretell Esau’s 
future behavior and fortune also. 

t Whether Jacob or Iffs mother Rebcka were most 
blanieahlc in this Imposition upon Isaac in bis old age, I 
ca n not determine. However, the Messing being deliver¬ 
ed as a prediction of future events, by a divine impulse, 
and foretelling things to beta'll to the posterity of Jacob 
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son, by commanding him to put away these 
wives, he resolved to be silent. 

5. But when he was old, and could not see at 
all, he called Esau to him, and told him, that be¬ 
sides blindness, and the disorder of his eyes, his 
very old age hindered him from his worship of 
God [by sacrifice;] he bid him therefore to go 
out a hunting, and when he had caught as much 
venison as he could, to prepare him a supper,f 
that after this he might make supplication to 
God, to be to him a supporter ancl an assister 
during the whole time of his life; saying, that 
it was uncertain when he should die, and that he 
was desirous, by prayers for him, to procure 
beforehand God to be merciful to him. 

6. Accordingly Esau went out a hunting. But 
RebekaJ thinking it proper to have the supplica¬ 
tion made for obtaining the favor of God to Ja¬ 
cob, and that without the consent of Isaac, bid 
him kill kids of the goats, and prepare a supper. 
So Jacob obeyed his mother, according to all her 
instructions. Now when the supper was got 
ready, he took a goat’s skin, and put it about his 
arm, that by reason of his hairy roughness he 
might, by his father, be believed to be Esau; for 
they being twins, and in all things else alike, 
differed only in this thing. This was done out 
of his fear, that before his father had made his 
supplications, he should be caught in his evil 
practice, and lest he should, on the contrary, pro¬ 
voke his father to curse him. So he brought in 
the supper to his father. Isaac perceiving by 
the peculiarity of his voice who he was, called 
his son to him, who gave him his hand, which 
was covered with the goat’s skin. When Isaac 
felt that, he said, “Thy voice is like the voice 
of Jacob, yet because of the thickness of thy 
hair, thou seemest to be Esau.” So suspecting 
no deceit, he ate the supper, and betook himself 
to his prayers and intercessions with God; and 
said, “ O Lord of all ages, and Creator of all sub¬ 
stance; for it was thou that didst propose to my 
father great plenty of good things, and hast 
vouchsafed to bestow on me what I have; and 
hast promised to my posterity to be their kind 
supporter, and to bestow on them still greater 
blessings; do thou therefore confirm these thy 
promises, and do not overlook me because of my 
present weak condition, on account of which I 
most earnestly pray to thee. Be gracious to 
this my son; and preserve him and keep him 
from every thing that is evil. Give him a nappy 
life, and the possession of as many good things 
as thy power is able to bestow. Make him terri¬ 
ble to his enemies, and honorable and beloved 
among his friends.” 

7. Thus did Isaac pray to God, thinking his 
prayers had been made for Esau. He had but 
just finished them, when Esan came in from 
hunting. And when Isaac- perceived his mis 
take, he was silent; but Esau required that ho 

and Esau, in future ages, was for certain providential, 
and according to what Rcbeka knew to he the purpose 
of God, when he answered her inquiry, “before the 
children were horn,” Gen. xxv. 23, “tliht one people 
should be stronger than the other people; and that the 
elder, Esau y should serve the younger, Jacob.” Whe 
thcr Isaac knew or remembered this old oracle, de¬ 
livered in our copies only to Rcbeka; or wheiher,ifh« 
knew and remembered it, he did not endeavor to alter 
ihc Divine determination, out of his fondness for Ids 
cider nnd worse son Esau, to the damage of his younger 
and better son Jacob; as Josephus elsewhere supposes, 
Antiq. b. ii. chap. vii. sect. 3, I cannot certainly say. 
If bo, this might tempt Rcbeka to contrive, and Jacob 
to put this imposition upon him. However, Josephus 
says here, that it was Isaac, and not Rcbeka, who 
inquired of God at first, and received the foremcn- 
tioned oracle, sect. 1, which, if it be the true reading, 
renders Isaac’s procedure more inexcusable Nor 
was it probably any thing else that so much encour¬ 
aged Esau formerly to marry two Canaanitish wives, 
without his parents’consent. a9 Isaac’s unhappy fond¬ 
ness for him. 
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mighl be made partaker of the like blessing 
from his father that his brother had partook of; 
but his father refused it, because allnis prayers 
had been spent upon Jacob: so Esau lamented 
the mistake. However, his father being grieved 
at his weeping, said, That “he should excel in 
hunting, and strength of body; in arms, and all 
such sorts of work; and should obtain glory for 
ever on those accounts, he and his posterity after 
him; but still should serve his brother.” 

8. !S T ow the mother delivered Jacob, when he 
was afraid that his brother would inflict some 
punishment upon him, because of the mistake 
about the prayers of Isaac; for she persuaded 
her husband to take a wife for Jacob out of Me¬ 
sopotamia, of her own kindred. Esau having mar¬ 
ried already Basemmath, the daughter of Ismael, 
without his father’s consent, for Isaac did not 
like the Canaanites, so that he disapproved of 
Esau’s former marriages, which made him take 
Basemmath to wife, in order to please him; and 
indeed he had a great affection for her. 

CHAP. XIX. 

Concerning Jacob's Flight into Mesopotamia , by 

Reason of the Fear he was in of his Brother. 

§ 1. IVow Jacob was sent by his mother to Me¬ 
sopotamia in order to marry her brother La¬ 
ban’s daughter, (which marriage was permitted 
by Isaac on account of his obsequiousness to the 
desires of his wife;) and he accordingly jour¬ 
neyed through the land of Canaan; and because 
he hated the people of that country he would 
not lodge with any of them, but took up his lodg¬ 
ing in the open air, and laid his head on a heap 
of stones that he had gathered together. At 
which time he saw in his sleep such a vision 
standing by him; he seemed to see a ladder that 
reached from the earth unto heaven, and persons 
descending down the ladder, that seemed more 
excellent than human; and at last God himself 
stood above it, and was plainly visible to him, 
who, calling him by his name, spake to him these 
words: 

2. “ O Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who art the 
son of a good father, and grandson of one who 
had obtained a great reputation for his emi¬ 
nent virtue, tobedejected at thy present circum¬ 
stances, but to hope for better times, for thou 
shalt have great abundance of all good things, by 
my assistance: for I brought Abraham hither out 
of Mesopotamia, w r ben he was driven away by 
his kinsmen; and I made thy father a happy man; 
nor will I bestow a less degree of happiness on 
thyself. Be of good courage, therefore, and un¬ 
der my conduct proceed on this thy journey, for 
the marriage thou goest so zealously about shall 
be consummated. And thou shalt have children 
of good characters, but their multitude shall be 
innumerable; and they shall leave what they 
have to a still more numerous posterity, to whom, 
and to whose posterity, I give the dominion of all 
the land, and their posterity shall fill the entire 
earth and sea, so far as the sun beholds them; 
but do not thou fear any danger, nor be afraid of 
the many labors thou must undergo, for by my 
providence I will direct thee what thou art to do 
in the time present, and still much more in the 
time to come.” 

3. Such were the predictions which God made 
to Jacob. Whereupon he became very joyful at 
what he had seen and heard, and he poured oil 
on the stones, because on them the prediction of 
such great benefits was made. He also vowed a 
vow that he would offer sacrifices upon them, if 
he lived and returned safe; and if he came a^-ain 
in such a condition, he would give the tithe of 
what he had gotten to God. He also judged 
the place to be honorable, and gave it the name 
of Bethel, which, in the Greek, is interpreted, 
The house of God. 
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4. So he proceeded on his journey to Mesopo¬ 
tamia, and at length came to Haran; and meeting 
with shepherds in the suburbs, with boys grown 
up, and maidens sitting about a certain well, he 
stayed with them, as wanting water to drink; and 
beginning to discourse with them, he asked them 
whether they knew such a one as Laban? and 
whether he was still alive? A T ow they all said 
they knew him, for he was not so inconsiderable 
a person as to be unknown to any of them; and 
that his daughter fed her father’s flock together 
with them; and that indeed they wondered that 
she was not yet come; for by'her means thou 
mightest learn more exactly whatever thou desi- 
rest to know about that family. While they were 
saying this the damsel came, and the other shep¬ 
herds that came down along with her. Then 
they showed her Jacob, and told her that he was 
a stranger, who came to inquire about her father’s 
affairs. But she, as pleased, after the custom of 
children, with Jacob’s coming, asked him who he 
was? and whence he came to them? and what 
it was he lacked that he came thither? She also 
wished it might be in their power to supply the 
wants he came about. 

5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not so much 
by their kindred, nor by that affection which might 
arise thence, as by his love to the damsel, and nis 
surprise at her beauty, which was so flourishing 
as few of the women of that age could vie with. 
He said then, “There is a relation between thee 
and me, elder than either thy or my birth, if thou 
be the daughter of Laban ; for Abraham was the 
son of Terah, as well as Haran and Xahor. Of 
the last of whom, IVahor, Bethuel thy grandfa¬ 
ther was the son. Isaac my father was the son 
of Abraham and of Sarah, who was the daughter 
of Haran. But there is a nearer and later ce¬ 
ment of mutual kindred which we bear to one 
another, for my mother Rebeka was sister to La¬ 
ban thy father, both by the same father and mo¬ 
ther; I therefore and thou are cousin germans. 
And I am now come to salute you, and to renew 
that affinity which is proper between us.” Upon 
this the damsel, at the mention of Rebeka, as 
usually happens to young persons, wept, and that 
out of the kindness she had for her father, and em¬ 
braced Jacob, she having learned an account of 
Rebeka from her father, and knew that her pa¬ 
rents loved to hear her named; and when she 
had saluted him, she said, that “ He brought the 
most desirable and greatest pleasure to her fa¬ 
ther, with all their family, who was always men¬ 
tioning his mother, and always thinking of her, 
and her alone; and that this will make thee equal 
in his eyes to any advantageous circumstances 
whatsoever.” Then she bid him go to her father, 
and follow her while she conducted him to him, 
and not to deprive him of such a pleasure by stay¬ 
ing any longer away from him. 

6. When she had said thus, she brought him to 
Laban; and being owned by his uncle, he was 
secure himself as being among his friends; and 
he brought a great deal of pleasure to them by 
his unexpected coming. But a little while after¬ 
ward Laban told him, that he could not express 
in words the joy he had at his coming; but still 
he inquired of him the occasion of his coming, 
and why he left his aged father and mother when 
they wanted to be taken care of by him: and 
that he would afford him all the assistance he 
wanted. Then Jacob gave him an account of the 
whole occasion of his journey, and told him, 
“ That Isaac had two sons that were twins, him¬ 
self and Esau; who, because he failed of his 
father’s prayers, which bv his mother’s wisdom 
were put up for him, sought to kill hiiu, as depri¬ 
ved ot the kingdom* which was to be given nim 

* By this “ deprivation of the kingdom that was to be 
given'Esau of God.” as the firstborn, it appears that Jose¬ 
phus thought, that a “kingdom to be derived from God," 
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of God, and of the blessings for which their fa¬ 
ther prayed: and that this was the occasion of 
his coming hither, as his mother had commanded 
him to do; for we are all (says he) brethren one 
to another; but our mother esteems an alliance 
with your family more than she does one with the 
families of the country; so I look upon yourself 
and God to be the supporters of my travels, and 
think myself safe in my present circumstances.” 

7. Now Laban promised to treat him with 
great humanity, both on account of his ances¬ 
tors, and particularly for the sake of his mother, 
towards whom, he said, he would show his kind¬ 
ness, even though she were absent, by taking 
care of him; for he assured him he would make 
him the head shepherd of his dock, and gave him 
authority sufficient for that purpose; and when he 
should have a miod to return to his parents, he 
would send him back with presents, and this in 
as honorable a manner as tne nearness of their 
relation should require. This Jacob heard glad¬ 
ly; and said he would willingly, and with plea¬ 
sure, undergo any sort of paios while he tarried 
with him, but desired Rachel to wife, as the re¬ 
ward of those pains, who was not only on other 
accounts esteemed by him, but also because she 
was the means of his coming to him; for he said 
he was forced by the love of the damsel to make 
this proposal. Laban was well pleased with this 
agreement, and consented to give the damsel to 
him, as not desirous to meet with any better son- 
in-law; and said he would do this if he would 
stay with him some time, for he was not willing 
to send his daughter to be among the Canaanites, 
for he repented of the alliance he had made al¬ 
ready by marrying his sister there. And when 
Jacob had given his consent to this, he agreed to 
stay seven years; for so many years he had re¬ 
solved to serve his father-in-law, that having 
iven a specimen of his virtue, it might be better 
nown what sort of a man he was. And Jacob, 
accepting of his terms, after the time was over, 
he made the wedding feast; and when it was 
night, without Jacob’s perceiving it, he put his 
other daughter into bed to him, who was both 
elder than Rachel, and of no comely counte¬ 
nance. Jacob lay with her that night, as being 
both in drink and in the dark. However, when 
it was day, he knew what had been done to him; 
and he reproached Laban for his unfair proceed¬ 
ing with him; who ask^d pardon for that neces¬ 
sity which forced him to do what he did; for he 
did not give him Lea out of any ill design, but as 
overcome by another greater necessity; that not¬ 
withstanding this, nothing should hinder him 
from marrying Rachel; but that when he had 
served another seven years, he would give him 
her whom he loved. Jacob submitted to this 
condition, for his love to the damsel did not per¬ 
mit him to do otherwise; and when another se¬ 
ven years were gone, he took Rachel to wife. 

8. Now each of these had handmaids, by their 
father’s donation Zilpha was handmaid to Lea, 
and Bilha to Rarhel, bv no means slaves,* but 
however subject 1o their mistresses. Now Lea 
was sorely troubled at her husband’s love to her 
sister, and she expected she should be better es- 

. was due to him whom Isaac should bless ashis firstborn, 
which I take to be that kingdom which was expected un¬ 
der the .Messiah, who therefore was to be horn of his 
posicrity whom Isaac should so bless. Jacob therefore, 
byobiaining this blessing of the firstborn, became the 
genuine heir of that kingdom, in opposition to Esau. 

* Here we have the difference between slaves for life 
and servants, such as we now hire fora time agreed up¬ 
on on l>otli sides, and dismiss again after the time con¬ 
tracted for is over,which are no slaves , hut free men and 
free women. Accordingly, when the Apostolical Con¬ 
stitutions forbid a clergyman to marry perpetual ser¬ 
vants ox slaves,b.v\.c.\\, xvii it is meant only of the for¬ 
mer sorts, as wc learn elsewhere from the same Consti¬ 
tutions, cli. xlvii. can. Ixxxii. Hut concerning these 
twelve son3 of Jacob; the reasons of their several 
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teemed if she bare him children. So she en¬ 
treated God perpetually; and when she had 
borne a son, and her husband was on that account 
better reconciled to her, she named her son Reu- 
bel, because God had mercy upon her in giving 
her a son, for that is the signification of this 
name. After some time she bare three more 
song; Simeon, which name signifies that God had 
hearkened to her prayer. Then she bare Levi, 
the confirmer of their trieodship. After him was 
born Judah, which denotes thanksgiving. But 
Rachel, fearing lest the fruitfulness of her sister 
should make herself enjoy a lesser share of Ja¬ 
cob’s affections, put to bed to him her handmaid 
Bilha, by whom Jacob had Dan. One may inter¬ 
pret that name into the Greek tongue, a divine 
judgment. And after him Nepthalim, as it were 
unconquerable-in stratagem, since Rachel tried to 
conquer the fruitfulness of her sister by this stra - 
tagem. Accordingly Lea took the same method, 
and under a counter-stratagem to that of her sis¬ 
ter’s; for she put to bed to him her own hand¬ 
maid. Jacob therefore had by Zilpha a son, 
whose name was Gad, which may be interpreted 
fortune; and after him Asher, which may be 
called a happy man, because he added glory to 
Lea. Now Reubel, the eldest son of Lea, brought 
apples of mandrakes! to his mother. When Ra¬ 
chel saw them, she desired that she would give 
her the apples, for she longed to eat them; but 
when she refused, and bid her be content that 
she had deprived her of the benevolence she 
ou^ht to have had from her husband; Rachel, in 
order to mitigate her sister’s anger, said, she 
would yield her husband to her; and he should 
lie with her that evening. She accepted of the 
favor, and Jacob slept with Lea by the favor 
of Rachel. She bare then these sons, Issachar, 
denoting one born by hire; and Zabulon, one 
born as a pledge of benevolence towards her; 
and a daughter Dina. After some time Rachel 
had a son, named Joseph, which signified there 
should be another added to him. 

9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of Laban his fa- 
ther-in-law all this lime, being- twenty years, 
after which he desired leave of his father-in-law 
to take his wives and go home; but when his 
father-in-law would not give hiru leave, he con¬ 
trived to do it secretly. He made trial therefore 
of the disposition of his wives what they thought 
of this journey. When they appeared glad and 
approved of it, Rachel took along with her the 
images of the gods, which, according to their 
laws, they used to worship in their own country, 
and ran away together with her sister. The 
children also of them both, and the handmaids, 
and what possessions they had, went along with 
them. Jacob also drove away half the cattle, 
without letting Laban know of it beforehand. 
But the reason whv Rachel took the images of 
the gods, although Jacob had taught her to de¬ 
spise such worship of those gods, was this, that 
in case they were pursued, and taken by her 
father, she might have recourse to these images 
in order to obtain his pardon. 

10. But Laban, after one day’s time, being ac¬ 
quainted with Jacob’s and his daughters’ depart- 

names, and the tines of their several births in the inter¬ 
vals here assigned;their several excellent characters* 
their several fsults and repentance; ihe several acci- 
denis of their lives, with their several prophecies at 
their deaths, see the testamenis of these twelve patri 
archs, still preserved at large in the Authent. Rec. part i 
p.294 —-h:*. 

f 1 formerly explained these mandrakes, an we with 
theSeptuncint and Josephus render the Hebrew word 
Dudaim, of the Syrian .Vain, with Ludolphus, Authent. 
Rec. part i. p.420. But have since seen such a very 
probable account in MS. of my learned friend, Mr. Sam¬ 
uel Barker’s, of what wc still call mandrakes, and their 
description by the ancient naturalists and physicians, as 
inclines nyj to think these here mentioned were really 
mandrakes, and no other. 
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ure, was much troubled, and pursued after them, 
leading a band of men with him; and on the 
seventh day overtook them, and foand them rest¬ 
ing on a certain hill; and then, indeed, he did 
not meddle with him, for it was eventide; but 
God stood by him in a dream, and w r arned him 
to receive his son-in-law and his daughters in a 
peaceable manner; and not to venture upon any 
thing rashly, or in wrath to them, but to make 
a league with Jacob. And he told him, that if he 
despised their small number, and attacked them 
in a hostile manner, he would himself assist 
them. When Laban had been thus forewarned 
by God, he called Jacob to him the next day, in 
order to treat w ith him, and show ed him what 
dream he had; in dependence whereon he came 
confidently to him, and began to accuse him, al¬ 
leging that he had entertained him when he was 
poor, and in want of all things, and had given him 
plenty of all things which ne had; “For,” said 
be, “ I have joined my daughters to thee in mar¬ 
riage, and supposed that thy kindness to me 
would be greater than before; but thou hast had 
no regard either of thy ow r n mother’s relation to 
me, nor to the affinity now new ly contracted be¬ 
tween us; nor to those wives whom thou hast 
married; nor to those children of whom I am 
the grandfather. Thou hast treated me as an 
enemy, by driving away my cattle; and by per¬ 
suading my daughters to run away from* their 
father; and by carrying home those sacred pa¬ 
ternal images which were worshipped by my 
forefathers, and have been honored with the 
like worship which they paid them, by myself. 
In short, thou hast done this whilst thou'wert 
my kinsman, and my sister’s son, and the hus¬ 
band of my daughters, and w T ert hospitably treated 
by me, and didst eat at my table.” When Laban 
had said this, Jacob made his defence: “That 
he was not the only person in whom God had 
implanted the love of his native country, but 
that he had made it natural to all men; and that 
therefore it was but reasonable that, after so 
long a time, he should go back to it. But as to 
the prey, of whose driving away thou accusest 
me, if any other person were the arbitrator, 
thou wouldst be found in the wrong; for instead 
of those thanks I ought to have had from thee, 
for both keeping thy cattle, and increasing them, 
how is it that thou art unjustly angry at me be¬ 
cause I have taken, and have with me, a small 
portion of them? But then, as to thy daughters, 
take notice,that it is not through any evil prac¬ 
tices of mine that they follow' me in my return 
home, but from that just affection which w'ives 
naturally have to their husbands. They follow, 
therefore, not so properly myself as their own 
children.” And thus far of his apology was made, 
in order to clear himself of having acted unjust¬ 
ly. To which he added his own complaint and 
accusation of Laban; saying, “While I was thy 
sister’s son, and thou hadst given me thy daugh¬ 
ters in marriage thou hast worn me out with thy 
harsh commands, and detained me twent}- years 
under them. That indeed which was required 
in order to my marrying thy daughters, hard as 
it was, I own to have been tolerable; but as to 
those that were put upon me after those marri¬ 
ages, they w’ere worse, and such indeed as an 
enemy would have avoided.” For certainly La¬ 
ban had used Jacob very ill; for when he saw 
that God was assisting to Jacob in all that he 
desired, he promised him, that of the young cattle 
which should be born, he should have some¬ 
times what was of a white color, and sometimes 
what should be of a black color; but when 
those that came to Jacob’s share proved nume¬ 
rous, he did not keep his faith with him; but 
said he would give them to him the next year, 
because of his envying him the multitude of his 
possessions. He promised him as before, be¬ 
cause he thought such an increase was not to be 


expected; but when it appeared to be fact, he 
deceived him. 

11. But then, as to the sacred images, he bid 
him search for them; and when Laban accepted 
of the offer, Rachel being informed of it, put 
those images into that caaiel’s saddle on which 
she rode, and sat upon it; and said, that her na¬ 
tural purgation hindered her rising up; so Laban 
left off searching any farther, not supposing that 
his daughter in such circumstances would ap- 

J roach to those images. So he made a league with 
acob, and bound it by oaths, that he would not 
bear him any malice on account of what had hap¬ 
pened; and Jacob made the like league, and pro¬ 
mised to love Laban’s daughters. And these 
leagues they confirmed with oaths also, which 
they made upon certain mountains, whereon 
they erected a pillar in the form of an altar; 
whence that hill is called Gilead; and from 
thence they call that land the land of Gilead at 
this day. Now when they had feasted after the 
making of the league, Laban returned home. 

CHAP. XX. 

Concerning the Meeting of Jacob and Esau. 

$ 1. Now as Jacob was proceeding on his 
journey to the land of Canaan, angels appeared 
to him, and suggested to him good hope of his 
future condition; and that place he named The 
Camp of God. And being desirous of knowing 
what his brother’s intentions were to him, he sent 
messengers to give him an exact account of every 
thing, as being afraid, on account of the enmities 
between them. He charged those that were 
sent to say to Esau, that “Jacob had thought it 
wrong to live together with him while he was 
in anger against him, and so had gone out of the 
country; and that he now, thinking the length 
of time of his absence must have made up their 
differences, was returning; that he brought with 
him his naves and his children, with what posses¬ 
sions he had gotten; and delivered himself, with 
what was most dear to him, into his hands; and 
should think it nis greatest happiness to partake, 
together with his brother, of what God had 
bestowed on him.” So these messengers told 
him this message. Upon which Esau was very 
glad, and met his brother with four hundred men. 
And Jacob, when he heard that he was coming 
to meet him with such a number of men, was 
greatly afraid; however, he committed his hope 
of deliverauce to God; and considered how, in 
his present circumstances, he might preserve 
himself and those that were with him, and over¬ 
come his enemies if they attacked him injuriously. 
He therefore distributed his compaay into parts; 
some he sent before the rest, and the others he 
ordered to come close behind, that so if the first 
were overpowered, when his brother attacked 
them, they might have those that followed as a 
refuge to fly ulito. And when he had put his 
company into this order, he sent some oi them 
to carry presents to his brother. The presents 
were made up of cattle, and a great number of 
four-footed beasts, of man}’ kinds, such as would 
be very acceptable to those that received them, 
on account of their rarity. Those who were 
sent went at certain intervals of space asunder, 
that by following thick one after another, they 
might appear to be more numerous, that Esau 
might remit of his anger on account of these 
presents, if he were still in a passion. Instruc¬ 
tions were also given to those that were sent to 
speak gently to him. 

2. When Jacob had made these appointments 
all the day, and night came on, he moved on with 
his company; and as they were gone over a 
certain river called Jabboc t Jacob was left behind, 
and meeting with an angel, he wrestled with him, 
the angel beginning the struggle; but he pre¬ 
vailed over the angel, who "used a voice and 
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spake lo him in words, exhorting 1 him to be 
pleased with what had happened to him, and not 
to suppose that his victory was a small one, but 
that lie had overcome a divine angel, and to 
esteem the victory as a sign of great blessings 
that should come to him; and that his offspring 
should never fail; and that no man should be too 
hard for his power, lie also commanded him to 
be called Israel,* which in the Hebrew tongue 
signifies one that struggled with the divine angel . 
These promises were made at the prayer of 
Jacob; for when he perceived him to be the angel 
of God, he desired he would signify to him what 
should befall him hereafter. And when the angel 
had said what is before related, he disappeared; 
but Jacob was pleased with these things, and 
named the place Phanucl, which signifies, The 
face of God. Now when he felt pain by this 
struggling, upon his broad sinew, he abstained 
from eating tnat sinew himself afterward; and 
for his sake it is still not eaten by us. 

3. When Jacob understood that his brother 
was near, he ordered his wives to go before, each 
by herself, with the handmaids, that they might 
see the actions of the men, as they were fighting, 
if Esau were so disposed. He then went up to 
his brother Esau, and bowed down to him, who 
had no evil design upon him, but saluted him; 
and asked him about the company of the children 
and of the women; and desired, when he had 
understood all he wanted to know about them, 
that he would go along with him to their father; 
but Jacob pretending that the cattle were weary, 
Esau returned to Seir, for there was his place 
of habitation, he having named the place rough¬ 
ness, from his own hairy roughness. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Concerning the Violation of Dina's Chastity. 

$ 1. Hereupon Jacob came to the place, till 
this day called Tents , [Succoth] from whence he 
went to Shechem, which is a city of the Canaan- 
ites. Now as the Shechemites were keeping a 
festival, Dina, who was the only daughter of Ja¬ 
cob, went into the city to see the finery of the 
women of that country. But when Shechem, 
the son of Ilamor the king, saw her, he defiled 
her by violence; and being greatly in love with 
her, he desired of his father that he would pro¬ 
cure the damsel to him for a wife. To which de¬ 
sire he condescended, and came to Jacob, desir¬ 
ing him to give leave that his son Shechem might, 
according to law, marry Dina. But Jacob, not 
knowing how to deny the desire of one of such 
great dignity, and not yet thinking it lawful to 
marry his daughter to a stranger, entreated him 
to give him leave to have a consultation about 
what he desired him to do. So the king went 
away, in hopes that Jacob would grant him this 

* Perhaps this may he the proper meaning of the word 
Israel hy ihc present and the old Jerusalem analogy of 
the Hebrew tongue. In the meantime, it is certain that 
the Hellenists of the first century in Egypt and else¬ 
where interpreted Is-rncl , to he a man seeing God, os 
is evident from the frntrmem furccitod. 

I Of this slaughter of the Shechemites by Simoon and 
Levi, see Authent. Rcc. part i. p. 201>, -IIP, 432—Klfl. 
Pul why Josephus has omitted the circumcision of 
these Shechemites, ns the occasion of their death; and 
of Jacob’s great grief, as in the Testament of Levi, sect. 
5, 1 cannot tell. 

\ Since Henoni signifies the son of my sorrow, and 
Benjamin the son of days , or one horn in the father’s old 
age, Gen. xliv. 20,1 suspect Josephus's present copies 


marriage. But Jacob iuformed his sons of the 
defilement of their sister, and of the address of 
Hanior; and desired them to give their advice 
what they should do. Upon this, the greatest 
part said nothing, not knowing what udvtce to 
give. But Simeon and Levi, the brethren of the 
damsel, by the same mother, agreed between 
themselves upon the action following; it being 
now the time of a festival, when the Shechem- 
ites were employed in ease and feasting, they 
fell upon the watch, when they were asleep, and 
coming into the city, slew all the males;! as also 
the king and his son with them; but spared the 
women. And when they had done this without 
their father’s consent, they brought away their 
sister. 

2. Now while Jacob was astonished at the 
greatness of this act, and was severely blaming 
his sons for it, God stood by him, and bid him 
be of good courage; but to purify his tents, and 
to oiler those sacrifices which he had vowed t® 
offer when he went first into Mesopotamia, and saw 
his vision. As he was therefore purifying his 
followers, he lighted upon the gods of Laban, (for 
he did not before know they were stolen by Ra¬ 
chel,) and he hid them in the earth under an oak 
in Shechem. And departing thence, he offered 
sacrifice at Bethel, the place where he saw his 
dream, when he went first into Mesopotamia. 

3. And when he was gone thence, and was come 
over against Ephrata, he there buried Rachel, 
who died in childbed. She was t.ie only one of 
Jacob’s kindred that had not the honor of burial 
at Hebron. And when he had mourned for her 
a great while, he called the son that was born of 
her Benjamin,\ because of the sorrow the mother 
had with him. These are all the children of Ja¬ 
cob, twelve males, and one female. Of them 
eight were legitimate, viz. six of Lea, and two 
ol^Rachel, and four were of the handmaids, two 
of each; all whose names have been get down 
already. 

CHAP. XXII. 

How Isaac died and was buried in Hebron . 

§ 1. FROM thence Jacob came to llcbron, a city 
situate among the Canaaniles; and there it was 
that Isaac lived; and so they lived together for a 
little while; for as to Rebeka, Jacob did notfina 
her alive. Isaac also died not long after the 
coming of his son, and was buried by his sons 
with his wife, in Hebron, where they had a mo* 
nument belongingto them from their forefathers 
Now Isaac was a man who was beloved of God 
and was vouchsafed great instances of provi¬ 
dence by God, after Abraham his lather, and 
lived to be exceeding old; for when he had lived 
virtuously one hundred and eighty-five jears, he 
then died. 

to lie here imperfect; and suppose, that in correspon¬ 
dence to other copies, lie wrote, that Rachel called her 
sou’s name ZJch om\ but his father called him Benjamin, 
(Jen. xxxv. 18. As for Benjamin,nscommouly explain¬ 
ed, the son of the right hand, it makes »c sense at all, 
and seems to he a *;ross modern error only. The Sama¬ 
ritan always writes this name truly Benjamim, which 
probably is here of the same signification, only with 
the Chaldee termination in, instead of iiw, in the He¬ 
brew, ns we pronounce Cherubin or Cherubim indiffe¬ 
rently. Accordingly both the Testament of Benjamin 
sect.’2, p. 4t)l, and Philo do nomnium mntatione. p. 
1031), write the name Benjamin, but explain it not the 
the son of his right hand, but the son of days. 
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BOOK II. 


CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS.—FROM T IE DEATH 
OF ISAAC TO THE EXODUS OUT OF EGYPT. 


CHAP. I. 

How Esau and Jacob, the sons of Isaac, divided 
their Habitation; and Esau possessed Idumea , 
and Jacob Canaan . 

5 1. After the death of Isaac, his sons divided 
their habitations respectively. Nor did they re¬ 
tain what they had before: but Esau departed 
from the city of Hebron, and left it to his bro¬ 
ther, and dwelt in Seir, and ruled over Idumea. 
He called the country by that name from him¬ 
self, for he was named Adorn; which appellation 
lie sot on the following 1 occasion: One day re¬ 
turning from the toil of hunting very hungry, (it 
was when he was a child in age,) he lighted on 
his brother when he was getting ready lentile- 
pottage for his dinner, which was of a very red 
color; on which account he the more earnestly 
longed for it, and desired him to give him some 
of it to eat. But he made advantage of his bro¬ 
ther’s hunger, and forced him to resign up to him 
his birthright, and he, being pinched with fa¬ 
mine, resigned it up to him, under an oath. 
Whence it came, that on account of the redness 
of this pottage, he was, in way of jest, by his 
contemporaries called Adorn, for the Hebrews 
call what is red Adorn; and this was the name 
given to this country; but the Greeks gave it a 
more agreeable pronunciation, and named it 
Idumea. 

2. He became the father of live sons; of whom 
Jaus, and Jalomas, and Coreus, were by one wife, 
whose name was Alibama; but of the rest, Ali- 
phaz was born to him by Ada, and Raguel by Ba- 
semath; and these were the sons of Esau. Ali- 
phaz had five legitimate sons, Theman, Oilier, 
Saphus, Gotham, and Kanaz; for Amalek was 
not legitimate, but by a concubine, whose name 
was Thamna. These dwelt in that part of Idu¬ 
mea which was called Gcbalitis, and that deno¬ 
minated from Amalek, Amalekitis; for Idumea 
was a large country, and did then preserve the 
name of tne whole, while in its several parts it 
kept the names of its peculiar inhabitants. 

CHAP. II. 

How Joseph, the youngest of Jacob's Sons, was 
envied by his Jirethren , when certain Dreams 
had foreshowed his future Happiness. 

$ 1. IT happened that Jacob came to so great 
happiness as rarely any other person had arrived 
at. He was richer than the rest of the inhabit¬ 
ants of that country; and was at once envied 
and admired for such virtuous sons; for they 
were deficient in nothing, but were of great 
souls, both for laboring with their hands and 
enduring of toil; and shrewd also in understand¬ 
ing. And God exercised such a providence over 
him, and such a care of his happiness, as to 
bring him the greatest blessings, e\en out of 
what appeared to be the most sorrowful condi¬ 
tion; and to make him the cause of our fore¬ 
father’s departure out of Egypt, him and his 
osterity. The occasion was this: When Jacob 
ad this son Joseph born to him by Rachel, his 
father loved him above the rest of his sons, both 
because of the beauty of his bodv and the vir¬ 
tues of his mind, for he excelled the rest in pru¬ 
dence. This atlection of his father excited the 
envy and the hatred of his brethren; as did also' 
his dreams which he saw, and related to his fa¬ 
ther and to them, which foretold his future hap¬ 


piness, it being usual with mankind to envy their 
very nearest relations such their prosperity. 
Now the visions which Joseph saw in his sleep 
were these: 

2. When they were in the middle of harvest, 
and Joseph was sent by his father with his bre¬ 
thren to gather the fruits of the earth, he saw a 
vision in a dream, but greatly exceeding the ac- 
customary" appearances that come when we are 
asleep; which, when he was got up, he told his 
brethren, that they might judge what it portend¬ 
ed. He said, “ He saw the last night that his 
wheat sheaf stood still in the place where he set 
it, but that their sheaves ran to bow down to it, 
as servants bow down to their masters.” But as 
soon as they perceived the vision foretold that 
he should obtain power and great wealth, and 
that his power should be in opposition to them, 
they gave no interpretation of it to Joseph, as if 
the dream were not by them understood: but 
they prayed that no part of what they suspected 
to be its'meaning might come to pass; and they 
bare a still greater hatred to him on that account. 

3. But God, in opposition to their envy, sent a 
second vision to Joseph, which was much more 
wonderful than the former; for it seemed to him 
that the sun took with him the moon, and the 
rest of the stars, and came down to the earth, 
and bowed down to him. He told this vision to 
his father, and that, as suspecting nothing of ill- 
will from his brethren, when they were there 
also, and desired him to interpret what it should 
signify. Now Jacob was pleased with the dream; 
for, considering the prediction in his mind, and 
shrewdly and wisely guessing at its meaning, he 
rejoiced at the great things thereby signified, 
because it declared the future happiness of his 
son; and that, by the blessing of God, the time 
should come when he should be honored, and 
thought worthy of worship by his parents and 
brethren, as guessing that the moon and sun 
were like his mother and father; the former as 
she that gave increase and nourishment to all 
things, and the latter, he that gave form and 
other powers to them; and that the stars were 
like Ins brethren, since they were eleven in 
number, as were the stars that receive their 
powerTrom the sun and moon. 

4. And thus did Jacob make a judgment of 
this vision, and that a shrewd one aBo. But 
these interpretations caused very great grief ta 
Joseph’s brethren; and they were affected to 
him hereupon as if he were a certain stranger, 
that was to have those good things which were 
signified by the dreams, and not as one that was 
a brother," with whom it was probable they 
should be joint partakers; and as thev had been 
partners in the same parentage, so should they 
be of the same happiness. ^Phey also resolved 
to kill the lad; and having fully ratified that in¬ 
tention of theirs, as soon as their collection of 
the fruits was ovc r, they went to Sh< clu-in, which 
is a country good for feeding of cattle, and for 
pasturage; there they fed their (locks, without 
acquainting their father with their removal thi¬ 
ther: whereupon he had melancholy suspicions 
about them, as being ignorant of his son’s con¬ 
dition, and receiving no messenger from the 
Hocks that could inform him of the true-state 
they were in; so because he was in great fear 
about them, he sent Joseph to the flocks, to learn 
the circumstances his brethren were in, and to 
bring him word how they did. 
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ANTIQUITIES 

CIIAP. III. 

How Joseph was thus sold by his Brethren into 
Egypt t by Reason of their Hatred to him; and 
how he there grew famous and illustrious , and 
had his Brethren under his Power. 

$ 1. Now these brethren rejoiced as soon as 
they saw their brother coming to them, not in¬ 
deed! as at the presence of a near relation, or as 
at the presence of one sent by their father, but 
as at the presence of an enemy, and one that 
by Divine Providence was delivered into their 
hands; and they already resolved to kill him, 
and not let slip the opportunity that lay before 
them. But when Reuoel, the eldest of them, saw 
them thus disposed, and that they had agreed 
together to execute their purpose, he tried to 
restrain them, showing them the heinous enter¬ 
prise they were going about, and the horrid na¬ 
ture of it; that this action would appear wicked 
in the sight of God, and impious before men, 
even though they should kill one not related to 
them, but much more flagitious and detestable 
to appear to have slain their own brother; by 
which act the father must be treated unjustly in 
the son's slaughter, and the mother* also be in 
perplexity while she laments that her son is 
taken away from her, and this not in a natural 
way neither. So he entreated them to have a 
regard to their own consciences, and wisely to 
consider what mischief would betide them upon 
the death of so good a child, and their youngest 
brother; that they would also fear God, who was 
already both a spectator and a witness of the 
designs they had againxt their brother; that he 
would love them if they abstained from this act, 
and yielded to repentance and amendment; but 
in case they proceeded to do the fact, all sorts of 
punishments would overtake them from God for 
this murder of their brother, since they polluted 
his providence, which was every where present, 
and which did not overlook what was done, either 
in deserts or in cities; for wheresoever a man is, 
there ought he to suppose that God is also. He 
told them farther, that their consciences would 
be their enemies, if they attempted to go through 
so wicked an enterprise, which they can never 
avoid, whether it be a good conscience, or whe¬ 
ther it be such a one as they will have within 
them when once they have killed their brother. 
He also added this besides to what he had be¬ 
fore said, that it was not a righteous thing to kill 
a brother, though lie had injured them; that it is 
a good thing to forget the actions of such near 
friends, even in things wherein they might seem 
to have offended; but that they were going to 
kill Joseph, who had been guilty of nothing that 
was ill totvards them, in whose case the infirmity 
of his small age should rather procure him mer¬ 
cy, and move them to unite together in the care 
of his preservation. That the cause of killing 
him made the act itself much worse, while they 
determined to take him off out of envy at his 
future prosperity; an equal share of which they 
would naturally partake while he enjoyed it, 
since they were to him not strangers, but the 
nearest relations, for they might reckon upon 
what God bestowed upon Joseph hs their own; 
and that it was fit for them to believe that the 
anger of God would for this cause be more se¬ 
vere upon them, if they slew him who was judged 
by God to be worthy of that prosperity which 
was to be hoped for; and while by murdering 
him, they made it impossible for God to bestow 
it upon him. 

2. Rtubel said these, and mnny other things, 

MVc may here observe,that In correspondence to Jo* 
Be pit’s second dream, which implied that his mother , 
who wus then alive, as well ns his father, should come 
and how down to him, Josephus represents her here as 
still alive after she was dead, for the decorum of the 
dream that foretold it, as the interpretation of that 
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and used entreaties to them, and thereby endea 
vored to divert them from the murder of theb 
brother. But when he saw that his discourse 
had not mollified them at all, and that they made 
haste to do the fact, he advised them to alleviate 
the wickedness they were going about in the 
manner of taking Joseph ofl; for as he had ex¬ 
horted them first, when they were going to re¬ 
venge themselves, to be dissuaded from doing it; 
so, since the sentence for killing their brother 
had prevailed, he said that they would not how¬ 
ever be so grossly guilty, if they would be per¬ 
suaded to follow his present advice, which would 
include what they were so eager about, but was 
not so very bad, but in the distress they were in, 
of a lighter nature. He begged of them there¬ 
fore not to kill their brother with their own hands, 
but to cast him into the pit that was hard by, and 
so to let him die: by which they would gain so much 
that they would not defile their own hands with 
his bloocl. To this the young men readily agreed; 
so Rtubel took the lad, and tied him with a cord, 
and let him down gently into the pit, for it had 
no water at all in it; who, when he had done this, 
went his way to seek for such pasturage sis was 
fit for feeding their flocks. 

3. But Judas, being one of Jacob’s sons also, 
seeing some Arabians, of the posterity of Ismael, 
carrying spices and Syrian wares out of the land 
of Gilead to the Egyptians, after Reubel was 
gone, advised his brethren to draw Joseph out 
of the pit, and sell him to the Arabian^; for if he 
should die among strangers a great wAV off, they 
should be freed from this barbarous action.— 
This, then fore, was resolved on; so they drew 
Joseph up out of the pit, and sold him to the mer¬ 
chants for twenty pounds.f He was now seven¬ 
teen years old. But Reubel, coming in the night¬ 
time to the pit, resolved to save Joseph, without 
the privity of his brethren; and when upon his 
calling to him he made no answer, he was afraid 
that they had destroyed him after he was gone; 
of which he complained to his brethren; but when 
they had told him what they had done, Reubel 
left off his mourning. 

4. When Joseph’s brethren had done this to 
him, they considered what they should do to es¬ 
cape the suspicions of their father. Now they 
had taken away from Joseph the coat which he 
had on when he came to them, at the time they 
let him down into the pit; so they thought proper 
to tear that coat to pieces, and to dip it into goat's 
blood, and then to carry it and show it to their 
father, that he might believe lie was destroyed 
by wild beasts. And when they had so done, they 
came to the old man, but this not til! what 
had happened to his son had already come to liis 
knowledge. Then they said that tiny had not 
seen Joseph, nor knew what mishap had be¬ 
fallen hint, but that they had found his coat 
bloody and turn to piect s win nee they had a 
suspicion that he hail fallen among wild beasts, 
and so perished, if that was the coal he had on 
when he came from home. Now Jacob had be¬ 
fore some better hopes that his son was only made 
a captive; but now lie laid aside that notion, nnd 
supposed that this coat whs an evident urunment 
that he was dead, for he well remember* ' that 
this was the coal he had on when he sent him to 
his brethren; so he hereafter lament* I « *• lad 
as now dead, and as if he had been the fat or of 
no more than one, without taking any comfort in 
the rest; and so he was also all* rled with his 
misfortune be fore he met with Joseph’s br< t iron, 
when he also conjectured that Jo«cpli v. de¬ 
stroyed by wild beasts, lie sat down al o cl >thed 

dream does also in all our copies. On. xxxvii. 10. 

fThe Septuacint have twenty pieces of cold; the 
Testament of find, 30; the l!ehr**w and &imnritnu. CO, 
of silver; and the vulgar Latin, 20. What was the 
true number and true sum, cannot therefore now be 
known. 
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ia sackcloth, and in heavy affliction, insomuch 
that he found no ease when his sons comforted 
him, neither did his pains remitby length of time. 

CHAP. IV. 

Concerning the signal Chastity of Joseph. 

§ 1. Kow Potiphar, an Egyptian who was chief 
cook to king Pharaoh, bought Joseph of the mer¬ 
chants, who sold him to him. Henad him in the 
greatest honor, and taught him the learning 
that became a free man, and gave him leave to 
make use of a diet better than was allotted to 
slaves. He intrusted also the care of his house 
to him. So he enjoyed these advantages; yet 
did not he leave that virtue which he had before, 
upon such a change of his condition, but he de¬ 
monstrated that wisdom was able to govern the 
uneasy passions of life, in such as have it in rea¬ 
lity, and do not only put it on for a show, under 
a present state of prosperity. 

2. For when his master’s wife was fallen in 
love with him, both on account of his beauty of 
body and his dexterous management of affairs, 
and supposed, that if she should make it known 
to him, she should easily persuade him to come 
and lie with her, and that he would look on it as 
a piece of happy fortune that his mistress should 
entreat him, as regarding that state of slavery 
he was in, and not his moral character, which 
continued after his condition was changed. So 
she made known her naughty inclinations, and 
spake to him about lying with her. However, 
he rejected her entreaties, not thinking it agreea¬ 
ble to religion to yield so far to her as to do what 
v/ould tend to the affront and injury of him that 

urchased him, and had vouchsafed him so great 

onors. He, on the contrary, exhorted her to 
govern that passion, and laid before her the im¬ 
possibility of her obtaining her desires, which he 
thought might be conquered, if she had no hope 
of succeeding: and he said, that as to himself, 
he would endure any thing whatever before he 
would be persuaded to it; for although it was fit 
for a slave, as he was, to do nothing contrary to 
his mistress, he might well be excused in a case 
where the contradiction was to such sort of com¬ 
mands only. But this opposition of Joseph’s, 
when she did not expect it, made her still more 
violent in her love to him; and she was sorely 
beset with this naughty passion, so she resolred 
to compass her design by a second attempt. 

3. V hen therefore there was a public festival 
coming on, in which it was the custom for women 
to come to the public solemnity, she pretended to 
her husband that she was sick, as contriving an 
opportunity for solitude and leisure, that she 
might entreat Joseph again. Which opportunity 
being obtained, she used more kind words to him 
than before; and said, that it had been good for 
him to have yielded to her first solicitation, and 
to have given htr no repulse, both because of the 
reverence he ought to bear to her dignity who 
solicited him, and because of the veheniencv of 
her passion, by which she was forced, though 
she were his mistress, to condescend beneath ht-r 
dignity: but that he may now, by taking more 
prudent advice, wipe off the imputation of his 
former folly ; for whether it were, that he expect¬ 
ed the repetition of her solicitations, she had now 
made it, and that wiih greater earnestness than 
before, for that she had pretended sickness on 
this, very account, and had preferred his conver¬ 
sation before the festival and its solemnity; or 
whether he opposed her former discourses, as not 
believing she could be in earnest, she now gave 
him sufficient security, by thus repeating her 
application, that she meant not in the least bv 
fraud to impose upon him; and assured him, that 
if lie complied with her affections, he might ex- 

ect the enjoyment of the advantages he already 

ad, and if he were submissive to ner, he should 
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have still greater advantages; but that he must 
look for revenge and hatred from her, in case he 
rejected her desires, and preferred the reputation 
ot chastity before his mistress; for that he would 
gain nothing by such procedure, because she 
would then become his accuser, and would falsely 
pretend to her husband that he attempted her 
chastity; and that Potiphar would hearken to 
her words rather than to his let his be ever so 
agreeable to the truth. 

"4. 'When the woman had said thus, and even 
with tears in her eyes, neither did pity dissoade 
Joseph from his chastity, noi did fear compel 
him to a compliance with her: but he opposed 
her solicitations, and did not yield to her threaten- 
ings, and was afraid to do an ill thing; and chose 
to undergo the sharpest punishment, rather than 
to enjoy his present advantages, bv doing what 
his own conscience knew would justly deserve 
that he should die for it. He also put her in mind 
that she was a married woman, and that she 
ought to cohabit with her husband only; aad 
desired her to suffer these considerations to have 
more weight with her than the short pleasure of 
lustful dalliance, which would bring her to re¬ 
pentance afterward; would cause trouble to her, 
and yet would not amend what had been done 
amiss. He also suggested to her the fear she 
would be in, lest they should be caught; and 
that the advantage of concealment was uncertain, 
and that only while the wickedness was not 
known [would there be any quiet for them;] but 
that she might have the enjoyment of her hus¬ 
band’s company without any danger: And he 
told her, that in the company of her husband she 
might have great boldness, from a good con¬ 
science, both before God and before men. ]Nay, 
that she would act better like his mistress, and 
make use of her authority over him better, while 
she persisted in her chastity, than when they 
were both ashamed for what wickedness they 
had been guilty of; and that it is much better to 
depend on a good life, well acted, and known to 
have been so, than upon the hopes of the con¬ 
cealment of evil practices. 

5. Joseph, by saying this, and more, tried to 
restrain the violent passion of the woman, and 
to reduce her affection within the rules of reason; 
but she grew more ungovernable and earnest in 
the matter, and since she despaired of persua¬ 
ding him, she laid her hands upon him and had a 
mind to force him. But as soon as Joseph had 
got away from her anger, leaving also his gar¬ 
ment with her, for he left that to her, and leaped 
out of her chamber, she was greatly afraid lest 
he should discover her lewdness to her husband, 
and greatly troubled at the affront he had offered 
her, so she resolved to be beforehand with him, 
and to accuse Joseph falsely to Potiphar, and by 
that means to revenge herself on him for hfs 
pride and contempt ol her; and she thought it a 
wise thing in itself, and also becoming a woman, 
thus to prevent his accusation. Accordingly she 
sat sorrowful and in confusion, framing herself 
so hypocritically and angrily, that the sorrow 
which was really for her being disappointed of 
her lust, might appear to be for the attempt upon 
her chastity; so that when her husband came 
home, and was disturbed at the sight of her, and 
inquired what was the cause of the disorder she 
was in, she began to accuse Joseph: and, “O 
husband,” said she, “mayest thou not live a day 
longer, if thou dost not punish the wicked slave 
who has desired to defile tbv bed; who has 
neither minded who he was when he came to ou: 
house, so as to behave himself with modesty; 
nor has he been mindful of what favors he had 
received from thy bounty (as he must be an 
ungrateful man iudeed, unless he in every re¬ 
spect carry himself in a manner agreeable to us:) 
this man, I say, laid a private design to abuse 
thy wife, and this at the time of a festival, observ* 
E 





4G ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


ing when thou vrouldsl be absent. So that it j 
now is clear, that his modesty, as it appeared to , 
be formerly, was only because of the restraint 
he was in out of fenr ot thee, but that he was 
not really of a good disposition. This ha9 been 
occasioned by his being advanced to honor 
beyond what be deserved, and what lie hoped for, j 
insomuch that he concluded, that he who was 
deeinetl tit to be trusted with thy estate, and the 
government of thy family, and was preferred 
above thy eldest servants, might be allowed to 
touch thy wife also." Thus when she had ended 
her discourse she showed him his garment, as 
if he then left it with her when he attempted to 
force her. But Potiphar, not being able to dis¬ 
believe what his wife’s tears showed, and what 
bis wife said, and what he saw himself, and being 
seduced by his love to his wife, did not set him¬ 
self about the examination of the truth, but 
taiiing it for granted that his wife was a modest 
woman, and condemning Joseph as a wicked man, 
he threw him into the malefactors’prison; and 
had a still higher opinion of his wife, and bare 
her witness, that she was a woman of becoming 
modesty and chastity: 

CHAP. V. 

JVhat things befell Joseph in Prison. 

$ 1. Now, Joseph, commending all his affairs 
to God, did not betnke himself to make his de¬ 
fence, nor to give an account of the circumstan¬ 
ces of the fact, but silently underwent the bonds 
and the distress he was in, firmly believing 
that God, who knew the cause of his affliction, 
and the truth of the fact, would be more power¬ 
ful than those that inflicted the punishments 
upon him; a proof of whose providence he quick¬ 
ly received; for the keeper of the prison, taking 
notice of his care and fidelity in the affairs he 
had set him about, and the dignity of his coun¬ 
tenance, relaxed his bonds, and thereby made 
his heavy calamity lighter and more supportable 
to him; he nlso permitted him to make use of a 
diet better than that of the rest of the prisoners. 
Now, his fellow-prisoners, when their hard la¬ 
bors were over, tell to discoursing one among 
another, as is usual in such as are equal suffer¬ 
ers, and to inquire one of another, what were 
the occasions of their being condemned to a pri¬ 
son. Among them the king’s cupbearer, and 
one that had been respected by him, was put in 
bonds upon the king's anger at him. This man 
was under the same bonds with Joseph, and grew 
more familiar with him; and upon his observing 
that Joseph had a better understanding than the 
rest had, he told him of a dream he had, and de¬ 
sired he would interpret its meaning; complain¬ 
ing that besides the afflictions he underwent 
from the king, God did also add to him trouble 
from his dreams. 

2. He therefore said, That in his sleep he saw 
three clusters of grapes hanging upon three 
branchcg of a vine, large already and ripe for 
gathering, nnd that he squeezed them into a cup, 
which the king held in his hand, and when he 
had strained the wine, he gave it to the king to 
drink, and that he received it from him with a 
leasant countenance. This, he said, u r as what 
e saw; and he desired Joseph, that if he had 
any portion of understanding in such matters, he 
would tell him what this vision foretold: who bid 
him be of good cheer, and expect to be loosed 
from his bonds in three days' time, because the 
king desired his service, and was about to restore 
him to it again; for he let him know that God 
be-Btows the fruit of the vine upon men for good; 
which wine is poured out to him, and is the pledge 
of fidelity and mutual confidence nmong men; 
and puts on end to their quarrels, takes away 
passion and grief out of the minds of them that 
use it, and makes them cheerful. Thou sayeat 


that thou didst squeeze this wine from three 
clusters of grapes with thine hands, and that the 
king received it; know, therefore, that this vision 
is lor thy good, and foretells a release from thy 
present distress, within the same number of days 
as the branches had whence thou gatheredst thy 
grapes in thy sleep. However, remember what 
prosperity 1 have foretold thee when thou hast 
found it true by experience: and when thou art 
in authority, do not overlook us in this prison* 
wherein thou wilt leave us, when thou art gone 
to the place we have foretold; for we are not in 
prison for any crime, but for the sake of our vir¬ 
tue and sobriety are we condemned to suffer tne 
penalty of malefactors, and hecause we are not 
willing to injure him that ha* thus distressed us. 
though it were for our owd pleasure. The cup¬ 
bearer, therefore, as was natural to do, rejoiced 
to hear such an interpretation of his dream, and 
waited the completion of wbat had been thus 
showed him beforehand. 

3. But another servant there was of the king’s* 
who had been chief baker and was now bound in 
prison with the cupbearer; he also was in good 
hope, upon Joseph's interpretation of the other’s 
vision, tor he had seen a dream also; so he de¬ 
sired that Joseph would tell him what the visions 
he had seen the night before might mean. They 
were these that follow: “ Methought,” says he, 
“I carried three baskets upon my head, two 
were full of loaves, and the third full of sweet¬ 
meats and other eatables, such as are prepared 
for kings; but that the fowls came flying,and ate 
them all up, and had no regard to my attempt to 
drive them away.” And he expected a prediction 
like to that of the cupbearer. But Joseph, con¬ 
sidering and reasoning about the dream, said to 
him, That he would willingly be an interpreter 
of good events to him, and not of such as his 
dream denounced to him; but he told him that he 
had only three days in all to live, for that the 
[three] baskets signify, that on the third day he 
should be crucified and devoured by fowls, while 
he was not able to help himself. Now, both these 
dreams had the same several events that Joseph 
foretold they should have, and this to both the 
parties; for on the third day before mention¬ 
ed, when the king solemnized his birthday, he 
crucified the chief baker, and set the butler free 
from Ids bonds, and restored him to his former 
ministration. 

4. But God freed Joseph from his confinement, 
after he had endured his bonds two years, and 
had received no assistance from the cupbearer, 
who did not remember what he had said to him 
formerly; and God contrived this method of de¬ 
liverance for him. Pharoah the king had seen 
in his sleep the same evening two visions; and 
after them had the interpretations of them both 
given him. He had forgotten the latter, but re¬ 
tained that of the dreams themselves. Being 
therefore troubled at w hat he had seen, for it 
seemed to him to be all of a melancholy nature, 
the next day he called together the wisest men 
among the Egyptians, desiring to learn from them 
the interpretation of his dreams. But when they 
hesitated about them, the king was so much the 
more disturbed. And now it was that the memory 
of Joseph, and his skill in dreams, came into the 
mind of the king's cupbearer, when he saw the 
confusion that Pharaon was in; so he came and 
mentioned Joseph to him, as also the vision he 
had seen in prison, and how the event proved as 
he had said; as also, that the chief baker w r aa 
crucified on the very same day; and that this also 
happened to him, according to the interpretation 
of Joseph. Thnt Joseph himself was laid in 
bonds by Potiphar, who was his head cook, as a 
slave; but he said he w’as one of the noblest of the 
stock of the Hebrews; and said further his father 
lived in great splendor. If therefore thou wilt 
send for him, and not despise him oa the score 
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of his misfortunes, thou wilt learn what thy dreams 
signify. So the kin^ commanded that they should 
bring Joseph into his presence; and those who 
received the command came and brought him 
with them, having taken care of his habit, that it 
might be decent, as the king had enjoined them 
to do. 

5. But the king took him by the hand; and, 
44 0 young man,” says he, “for my servant bears 
witness that thou art at present the best and 
most skilful person I can consult with, vouchsafe 
me the same favors which thou bestowedst on 
this servant of mine, and tell me what events 

hey are which the visions of my dreams fore¬ 
show; and I desire thee to suppress nothing out 
of fear, nor to flatter me with lying words, or 
with what may please me, although the truth 
should be of a melancholy nature. For it seem¬ 
ed to me that, as I walked b}' the river, I saw 
kine fat and very large, seven in number, going 
from the river to the marshes; and other Tine, 
of the same number like them, met them out of 
the marshes, exceeding lean and ill favored, 
which ate up the fat and the large kine, and yet 
were no better than before, and not less misera¬ 
bly pinched with famine. After I hud seen this 
vision I awaked out of my sleep; and being in 
disorder, and considering with myself what this 
appearance should be, I fell asleep again and 
saw another dream, much more wonderful than 
the foregoing, which still did more affright and 
disturb me: I saw seven ears of corn growing 
out of one root, having their heads borne down 
by the weight of the grains, and bending down 
with the fruit which was now ripe, and fit for 
reaping; and near these I saw seven other ears 
of corn, meagre and weak for want of rain, which 
fell to eating and consuming those that were fit 
for reaping, and put me into great astonishment. 

6. 'io which Joseph replied: “This dream,” 
said he, 14 O king, although seen under two forms, 
signifies one and the same event of things; for 
when thou sawest the kine, which is an animal 
made for the plough and for labor, devoured by 
the worse kine, and the ears of corn eaten up by 
the smaller ears, they foretell a famine, and want 
of the fruits of the earth, for the same number 
of years, and equal with those when Egypt was 
in a happy state; and this so far, that the plenty 
of these years will be spent in the same number 
of years of scarcity, and that scarcity of neces¬ 
sary provisions will be very difficult to be cor¬ 
rected; as a sign whereof, the ill-favored kine, 
when they had devoured the better sort, could 
not be satisfied. But still God foreshows what 
is to come upon men, not to grieve them, but that 
when they' know it beforehand, they may by pru¬ 
dence make the actual experience of what is fore¬ 
told the more tolerable, if thou, therefore, care¬ 
fully dispose of the plentiful crops which will come 
in the former years, thou wilt procure that the 
future calamity will not be felt by the Egyptians.” 

7. Hereupon the king wondered at the discre¬ 
tion and wisdom of Joseph; and asked him by 
what means he might so dispense the foregoing 
plentiful crops, in the happy years, as to make 
the miserable crops more tolerable. Joseph then 
added this his advice; To spare the good crops, 
and not permit the Egyptians to spend them lux¬ 
uriously, but to reserve what they would have 
spent in luxury beyond their necessity, against 
the time of want, lie also exhorted him to take 
ths corn of the husbandmen, and give them only 

* That is, bought it for Pharaoh, at a very low price. 

t This Potiphar, or as in Josephus, Pctepkres, who 
was now a priest of On, or Heliopolis, is the same name 
in Josephus, and perhaps in Moses also, with him who 
is before called tile htad cook , or captain of the guard, 
and to whom Joseph was sold, see Gen.xxxii. 30; xxxix. 
1; with xli. 50. They are also affirmed to be one and 
the same person in ihe Testament of Joseph, sect. 18, 
Sbr he is there said to have married the daughter of his 
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so much as would be sufficient for their food 
Accordingly Pharaoh, being surprised at Joseph, 
not only for his interpretation of the dream, but 
for the counsel he had given him, intrusted him 
with dispensing the corn, with power to do what 
he thought would be for the benefit of the peo¬ 
ple of Egypt, and for the benefit of the king, as 
believing that he who first discoveredthis method 
of acting would prove the best overseer of it. 
But Joseph having this power given him by the 
king, with leave to make use of his seal, and to 
w T ear purple, drove in his chariot through all the 
land of Egypt, and took the corn of the husband¬ 
men,* allotting as much to every one as would be 
sufficient for seed and for food, but without dis¬ 
covering to any one the reason why he did so. 

CHAP. VI. 

Haw Joseph, when he v'as become famous in Egypt, 
had his Brethren in Subjection. 

$ 1. Joseph was now grown up to thirty years 
of age, and enjoved great honors from the king 
who called him Psothom Phanech, out of regard 
to his prodigious degree of wisdom; for that 
name denotes the revealer of secrets. He also 
married a wife of very high quality; for he mar 
ried the daughter of Petephres,f one of the 
priests of Heliopolis; she was a virgin, and her 
name w as Asenath. By her he had children be¬ 
fore the scarcity came on, Manasseh, the elder, 
w'hich signifies forgetful, because his present 
happiness made him forget his former misfor¬ 
tunes: and Ephraim, the younger, which signi¬ 
fies restored, because he w r as restored to the free¬ 
dom of his forefathers. .Now, after Egypt had 
happily passed over seven years, according to 
Joseph’s interpretation of the dreams, the famine 
came upon them in the eighth year; and because 
this misfortune fell upon them when they had no 
sense of it beforehand,^ they were all sorely af¬ 
flicted by it, and came running to the kind’s 
gates; and he called upon Joseph, who sold tne 
corn to them, being become confessedly a saviour 
to the whole multitude of the Egyptians. Nor 
did he open this market of corn for tne people of 
that country only, but strangers had liberty* to 
boy also, Joseph being willing that all-men, who 
are naturally akin to one another, should have 
assistance from those that lived in happiness. 

2. Now Jacob also, when he understood that 
foreigners might come, sent all his sons into 
Egypt to buy corn; for the land of Canaan was 
grievously afflicted with the famine; and this 
great misery touched the whole continent. He 
only retained Benjamin, who w as born to him by 
Rachel, and was of the same mother with Joseph. 
The«e sons of Jacob then came into Egypt, and 
applied themselves to Joseph, wanting to buy 
corn; for nothing of this kind was done without 
his approbation, since even then only was the 
honor that w r as paid the king himself advanta¬ 
geous to the person that paid it, when they look 
care to honor Joseph also. Now when he well 
knew his brethren, they thought nothing of him; 
for he was but a youth when he left them and 
w*as now come to an age so much greater that 
the lineaments of his face were changed, and he 
w'as not known hy them; besides this, the great¬ 
ness of the dignity' wherein he appeared suffered 
them not so much as to suspect it was he. He 
now' made trial what sentiments they had about 
affairs of the greatest consequence; for he refu* 

master and mistress. Nor is this a nolion peculiar to 
that Testament; but. as Dr. Bernard confesses, noie on 
Auti(j. 1». ii. chap. iv. sect 1, common to Josephus, to 
the Septuagint interpreters,and to oilier learned Jews 
of old time. 

J This entire ignorance of the Egyptians of these years 
of famine before they ramc, told us before as well as 
here, chap. v. sect. 7, by Josephus, seems to be almost 
incredible. It is in no other copy that I know of. 
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sed to sell them corn, and said they were come as 
spies of the king’s affairs; and that they came 
from several countries, and joined themselves 
together, and pretended that they were of kin, it 
not being possible that n private man should 
breed up so many sons, and those of so great 
beauty of countenance as they were; such an 
education of so many children being not easily 
obtained by kings themselves. Now this he did 
in order to discover what concerned his father, 
and what happened to him after his own depar¬ 
ture from him, and as desiring to know what was 
become of Benjamin his brother; for he was 
afraid that they had ventured on the like wicked 
enterprise against him that they had done to him¬ 
self, and had taken him off also. 

3. Now these brethren of his were under dis¬ 
traction and terror, and thought that very great 
danger hung over them; yet not at all reflecting 
upon their brother Joseph; and standing firm un¬ 
der the accusations laid against them, they made 
their defence by Reubel, the eldest of them, who 
now became their spokesman: “We come not 
hither,” said he, “ with any unjust design, nor in 
order to bring any harm to the king’s affairs; we 
only want to be preserved, as supposing your hu¬ 
manity might be a refuge for us from the mise¬ 
ries which our country labors under, we having 
heard that you proposed to sell corn, not only to 
your own countrymen, but to strangers also, and 
that you determined to allow that corn in order 
to presene all that want it; but that we are bre¬ 
thren, and of the same common blood, the pecu¬ 
liar lineaments of our faces, and those not so 
much different from one another, plainly show. 
Our father’s name is Jacob, a Hebrew man, who 
had twelve of us for his sons by four wives; which 
twelve of us, while we were all alive, were a 
happy family ; but when one of our brethren, whose 
name was Joseph, died, our affairs changed for 
the worse; for our father could not forbear to 
make a long lamentation for him, and we are in 
affliction, both by the calamity of the death of 
our brother, and the miserable stat*> of our aged 
father. We are now therefore come to buy corn, 
having intrusted the care of our father, and the 
provision for our family, to Benjamin, our young¬ 
est brother; and if thou sendest to our house, 
thou mayest learn whether we are guilty of the 
least falsehood in what we say.” 

4. And thus did Reubel endeavor to persuade 
Joseph to have a better opinion of them. But 
when he had learned from them that Jacob was 
alive, and that his brother was not destroyed by 
them, he for the present put them in prison, as 
intending to examine more into their affairs 
when he should be at leisure. But on the third 
day be brought them out, and said to them, 
“ That since you constantly affirm that you are 
not come to do any harm to the king’s affairs; 
that you are brethren, and the sons of the father 
whom you named, you will satisfy ine of the 
truth of what you say, if you leave one of your 
company with me, who shall suffer no injury 
here; and if, when you have carried corn to your 
father, you will come to me again, and bring 
your brother, whom vou say you left there along 
with you; for this snail be by me esteemed an 
assurance of the truth of what you have told 
me.” Hereupon they were in greater grief than 
before; they wept, and perpetually deplored one 
among another the calamity of Joseph; and said, 
“ They were fallen into this misery as a punish¬ 
ment inflicted by Clod for what evil contrivances 
they had against him.” And Reubel was large 
in his reproaches of them for their too late re- 

*The reason why Symeon might be selected out of 
the rest for Joseph’* prisoner, is plain in the Testament 
of Symeon, viz. that lie was one of the bitterest of nil 
Joseph’s brethren against him, sect. 2, which appears 
also in part by the Testament of Zabulon, sect. 3, 

tThc coherence seems to me to show: that the nega- 
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pentance, whence no profit arose to Joseph; and 
earnestly exhorted them to bear with patience 
whatever they suffered, since it was clone by 
God in way of punishment on his account. Thus 
they spake to one another, not imagining that 
Joseph understood their language. A general 
sadness also seized on them at Reubel’s words, 
and a repentance for what they had done; and 
they condemned the wickedness they had perpe¬ 
trated, for which they judged they were justly 
punished by God. Now when Joseph saw that 
they were in tljis distress, he was so affected at 
it that he fell into tears, and not being willing 
that they should take notice of him, he retired: 
and after a while came to them again, and taking 
Symeon,* in order to his being a pledge for his 
brethren’s return, he bid them take the corn 
they had bought, and go their way. He also 
commanded his steward privily to put the money 
which they had brought with them for the pur¬ 
chase of corn into their sacks, and to dismiss 
them therewith, who did what he was command¬ 
ed to do. 

5. Now when Jacob’s sons were come into the 
land of Canaan, they told their father what had 
happened to them in Egypt, and that they were 
taken to have come thitner as spies upon the 
king; and how they said they were brethren, and 
had left their eleventh brother with their father, 
but were not believed; and how they had left 
Symeon with the governor, until ' Benjamin 
should go thither, and be a testimonial of the 
truth of what they had said. And they begged 
of their father to fear nothing, but to send the 
lad along with them. But Jacob was not pleased 
with any thing his sons had done, and he took 
the detention of Symeon heinously, and thence 
thought it a foolish thing to give up Benjamin 
also. Neither did he yield to Reubel’s persua¬ 
sion, though he begged it of him; and gave 
leave that the grandfather might, in way of re¬ 
quital, kill his own sons, in case any harm came 
to Benjamin in the journey. So they were dis¬ 
tressed, and knew not what to do. Nay, there 
was another accident that still disturbed them 
more, the money that was found hidden in their 
sacks of corn. Yet when the corn they had 
brought failed them, and when the famine still 
afflicted them, and necessity forced them, Jacob 
did [notf] still resolve to send Benjamin with his 
brethren, although there was no returning into 
Egypt unless they came with what they had pro¬ 
mised. Now, tne misery growing every day 
worse, and his sons begging it of him, he had no 
other course to take in his present circumstan¬ 
ces. And Judas, who was of a bold temper upon 
other occasions, spake his mind very freely to 
him: “ That it did not become him to be afraid 
on account of his son, nor to suspect the worst, 
as he did; for nothing could be done to his son 
but by the appointment of God, which must also 
for certain come to pass though he were at home 
with him; that he ought not to condemn them 
to such manifest destruction; nor deprive them 
of thnt plenty of food they might nave from 
Pharaoh, by his unreasonable fear about his son 
Benjamin, but ought to take care of the preser¬ 
vation of Symeon, lest by attempting to binder 
Benjamin’s journey, Symeon should perish. He 
exhorted him to trust God for him, and said he 
would either bring his son back to him safe, or, 
together with his, lose his own life.” So that 
Jacob was at length persuaded, and delivered 
Benjamin to them, with the price of the corn 
doubled: he also sent presents to Joseph, of the 
fruits of the land of Canaan, balsam ,\ and rosin, 

tivc particle is here wanting which I lmvc supplied In 
brackets, and I wonder none have hitherto suspected 
it ought to be supplied. 

1 Of the precious balsam of Judea, and the turpentine, 
boo the note on Antiq. B. viii. chap. vi. sect. C. 
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as also turpentine, anil honey. J\~ow their father 
shed many tears at the departure of his sons, as 
well as themselves. His concern was, that he 
might receive them back again safe after their 
journey; and their concern was, that they might 
find their father well, and noway afflicted with 
grief for them. And this lamentation lasted a 
whole day; so that the old man was at last tired 
with grielf and stayed behind; but they went on 
their way for Egypt, endeavoring to mitigate 
their griell for their present misfortunes, w ith the 
hopes of better success hereafter. 

6. As soon as they came into Egypt, they were 
brought down to Joseph. But here no small fear 
disturbed them, lest they should be accused 
about the price of the corn, as if they had cheat¬ 
ed Joseph. They then made a long apology to 
Joseph’s steward; and told him, that when they 
came home they found the money in their sacks, 
and that they had now brought it along with 
them. He said he did not know what they 
meant; so they were delivered from that fear. 
And when he had loosed Symeon, and put him 
into a handsome habit, he suffered him to be 
with his brethren; at which time Joseph came 
from his attendance on the king. So they offered 
him their presents; and upon his putting the 
question to them about their father, they answer¬ 
ed that they found him well. He, also, upon his 
discovery that Benjamin was alive, askeci whe¬ 
ther this was their younger brother, for he had 
seen him. Whereupon they said he was; here- 
plied, that the God over all was his protector. 
But when his affection to him made him shed 
tears, he retired, desiring he might not be seen 
in that plight by his brethren. Then Joseph took 
them to supper, and they were set down in the 
same order as they used to sit at their father’s 
table. And although Joseph treated them all 
kindly, yet did he send a mess to Benjamin that 
was double to what the rest of the guests had 
for their shares. 

7. JN T ow when after supper they had composed 
themselves to sleep, Joseph commanded his 
steward both to give them their measures of 
corn, and to hide its price again in their sacks; 
and that withal they snould put into Benjamin’s 
sack the golden cup out of which he loved him¬ 
self to drink. Which things he did in order to 
make trial of his brethren, whether they would 
stand by Beniamin when he should be accused 
of having stolen the cup, and should appear to 
be in danger; or whether they would leave him, 
and depending on their own innocency, go to 
their father without him. When the servant had 
done as he was bidden, the sons of Jacob, knowing 
nothing of all this, went their way, and took Syme¬ 
on along with them, and had adouhle cause oi'joy, 
both because they had received him again, and 
because they took back Benjamin to their father, 
as they had promised. But presently a troop of 
horsemen encompassed them, and brought with 
them Joseph’s servant, who had put the cup into 
Beniamin’s sack. Upon which unexpected attack 
of the horsemen they were much disturbed, and 
asked what the reason was that they came thus 
upon men who, a little before, had been by their 
lord thought worthy of an honorable and hos¬ 
pitable reception? They replied by calling them 
wicked wretches, who had torgot that very hos¬ 
pitable and kind treatment which Joseph had 
given then:, and did not scruple to be injurious 
to him. and to carry off that cup out of which he 
had, in so friendly a manner, drunk to them; and 
not regarding their friendship with Joseph, no 
more than the danger they should be in if they 
were taken, in comparison of the unjust gain. 
Hereupon he threatened that they should be 
punished; for, though they had escaped the 
knowledge of him who was but a servant, yet 
they hatf not escaped the knowledge of God, 
nor had gone off with what they had stolen; and, 
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after all, asked why we come upon them? as if 
they knew nothing of the matter; and he told 
them that they should immediately know it by 
their punishment. This, and more of the same 
nature did the servant say, in way of reproach 
to them: but they, being wholly ignorant of any 
thing here that concerned them, laughed at what 
he said, and wondered at the abusive language 
which the servant gave them, when he was so 
hardy as to accuse those who did not before so 
much as retain the price of their corn, which was 
found in their sacks, but brought it again, though 
nobody else knew of any such thing; so far were 
they from offering any injury to Joseph volunta¬ 
rily. But still, supposing that a search would be 
a more sure justification of themselves than their 
own denial of the fact, they bid him search them, 
and that if any of them had been guilty of the 
theft, to punish them all; for, being noway con¬ 
scious to themselves of any crime, they spake 
with assurance, and, as they thought, without 
any danger to themselves also. The servants 
desired there might be a search made; but they 
said, the punishment should extend to him alone 
who should be found guilty of the theft. So they 
made the search; and having searched all the 
rest, they came last of all to Benjamin, as know¬ 
ing it was Benjamin’s sack in which they had 
hidden the cup; they having indeed searched the 
rest only for a show of accuracy: so the rest 
were out of fear for themselves, and were 
now only concerned about Benjamin, but still 
were well assured that he would also be found 
innocent; and they reproached those that came 
after them for their hindering them, while they 
might, in the meanwhile, have gotten a good 
way on their journey. But as soon as the/had 
searched Benjamin’s sack, they found the cup, 
and took it from him, and all was changed into 
mourning and lamentation. They rent their gar¬ 
ments, and wept for the punishment which their 
brother was to undergo lor his theft, and for the 
delusion the} had put on their father when they 
romised they would bring Benjamin safe to 
ini. What added to their misery was, that this 
melancholy accident came unfortunately at a 
time when they thought they had gotten off 
clear; but they confessed that this misfortune 
of their brother, as well as the grief of their 
father for him, was owing to themselves, since it 
was they that forced their father to send him 
with them, when he was averse to it. 

8. The horsemen therefore took Benjamin and 
brought him to Joseph, his brethren also follow¬ 
ing him; who, when he saw him in custody, and 
them in the habit of mourners, said, “ How came 
you, vile wretches as you are, to have such a 
strange notion of my kindness to you, and of 
God’s providence, as impudently to do thus to 
your benefactor, who in such a hospitable man¬ 
ner had entertained you?” Whereupon they 
gave up themselves to be punished, in order to 
save Benjamin; and called to mind what a wick¬ 
ed enterprise they had been guilty of against 
Joseph. They also pronounced him more nappy 
than themselves, if he were dead, in being freed 
from the miseries of this life; and if he were 
alive, that he enjoyed the pleasure of seeing 
God’s vengeance upon them. They said farther, 
that they were the plague of their father, since 
they should now add to his former affliction 
for Joseph, this other affliction for Benjamin. 
Reubel also was large in cutting them upon 
this occasion. But Joseph dismissed them; 
for he said they had been guilty of no offence, 
and that he would content himself with the lad’s 

f iunishment; for he said it was not a fit thing to 
et him go free, for the sake of those who had not 
offended; nor was it a fit thing to punish them 
together with him who had been guiltv of steal¬ 
ing. And when he promised to give them leave 
to go away in safety, the rest of them were un- 
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der great consternation, and were able to say 
nothing on the sad occasion. But Judas, who 
had persuaded their father to send the lad from 
him, being otherwise also a very bold and active 
man, determined to hazard himself for the preser¬ 
vation of hi* brother. “ It is true,”* said he, “ O 
governor, that we have been very wicked with 
regard to thee, and on that account deserve pun¬ 
ishment; even all of us may justly be punished, 
although the theft were not committed bj r all, 
but only by one of us, and he the youngest also; 
but yet there remains some hope foi us, who 
otherwise must be under derpair on bis account, 
and this from thy goodness, which premises u; a 
deliverance out of our present danger. 1\ nd now 
I beg thou wilt not look at us, or at that great, 
crime we have been guilty of, but et thy own 
excellent nature, and take advice of thine own 
virtue, instead of that wrath thou hast against 
us; which passion those that otherwise are of a 
low character indulge, as they do their strength, 
and that not only on great, but also on very trifling 
occasions. Overcome, sir, that passion, and be 
not subdued by it, nor suffer it to slay those that 
do not otherwise presume upon their own safety, 
but are desirous to accept of it from thee; for 
this is not the first time that thou wilt bestow it 
on us, but before, when we came to buy corn, 
thou affordedst us great plenty of food, and gavest 
us leave to carry so much home to our family as 
has preserved them from perishing by famine. 
Nor is there any difference between not overlook¬ 
ing men that were perishing for want of neces¬ 
saries, and not punishing those that seem to be 
offenders, and have been so unfortunate as to 
lose the advantage of that glorious benefaction 
which they received from thee. This will be an 
instance of equal favor, though bestowed after 
a different manner; for thou wilt save those this 
way whom thou didst feed the other; and thou 
wilt hereby preserve alive, by thy own bounty, 
those souls which thou didst not suffer to be dis¬ 
tressed by famine; it being, indeed, at once a 
wonderful and a great thing to sustain our lives 
by corn, and to bestow on us that pardon where¬ 
by, now we are distressed, we may continue those 
lives. And I am ready to suppose that God is 
willing to afford thee this opportunity of show¬ 
ing thy virtuous disposition Dy bringing us into 
this calamity, that it may appear thou canst for¬ 
give the injuries that are done to thyself; and 
mayesl be esteemed kind to others, besides those 
who, on other accounts, stand in need of thy as¬ 
sistance; since it is indeed a rij^ht thing to do 
well to those who are in distress for want of food, 
but still a more glorious thing to save those who 
deserve to be punished, when it is on account of 
heinous offences against thyself; for if it be a 
thing deserving commendation to forgive such as 
have been guilty of small offences, that tend to a 
person’s loss, and this be praiseworthy in him that 
overlooks such offences; to restrain a man’s pas¬ 
sion as to crimes which are capital to the guilty 
is to be like the most excellent nature oi God 
himself. And truly, as for myself, had it not 
been that we had a father, who had discovered, 
on occasion of the death of Joseph, how misera¬ 
bly he is always afflicted at the loss of his sons, I 
bad not made many words on account of the saving 
of our own lives; I mean, any farther than as 
that would be an excellent character for thyself, 
to preserve even those that would have nobody 
to lament them when they were dead, but we 
would have yielded ourselves up to suffer what¬ 
soever thou pleasedst: but now, (for we do not 
plead for mercy to ourselves, though, indeed, 
if we die, it will be while wc arc young, and be- 

* This oration seems to me too large, and too unusual 
a digression, to have been composed by Judas on this 
occasion. It seems to me a speech or declamation com¬ 
posed formerly, in the person of Judas, and in the way 
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fore we have had the enjoyment of life,) have re¬ 
gard to our father, and' take pity of his old age, 
on whose account it is that we make these sup¬ 
plications to thee. We beg thou wilt give us 
those lives, which this wickedness of ours has 
rendered obnoxious to thy punishment; and this 
for his sake who is not himself wicked, nor does 
his being our father make us wicked. He is a 
good man, and not worthy to have such trials of 
his patience: and now we are absent, he is afflicted 
with care for ns. But if he hear of our deaths, 
and what was the cause of it, he will on that ac¬ 
count die an immature death: and the reproach¬ 
ful manner of our ruin will hasten his end, and 
will directly kill him, nay, will bring him to a 
miserable death, while he will make haste to lid 
himself out of the world, and bring himself to a 
state of insensibility, before the sad story of our 
end come abroad into the rest of the worm. Con¬ 
sider these things in this manner, although our 
wickedness does now provoke thee with a just 
desire of punishing that wickedness, and forgive 
it for our father’s sake: and let thy commisera¬ 
tion of him weigh more with thee than our wick¬ 
edness. Have regard to the old age of our fa¬ 
ther, who, if we perish, will be very lonely while 
be lives, and will soon die himself also. Grant 
this boon to the name of fathers, for thereby thou 
wilt honor him that begat thee, and wilt grant it 
to thyself also, who enjoyest already that denomi¬ 
nation; thou wilt then, by that denomination, be 
preserved of God, the Father of all, by showing 
a pious regard to which, in the case of our father, 
thou wilt appear to honor him who is styled 
by the same name; I mean if thou wilt have’this 
pity on our father; upon the consideration how 
miserable he will be if he be deprived of his sons. 
It is thy part therefore to bestow on us what God 
has given us, when it is in thy power to take it 
away, and so to resemble him entirely in charity; 
for it is good to use that power, which can either 
give or take away, on the merciful side; and 
when it is in thy power to destroy, to forget that 
thou ever hadst tnat power, and to look on thy¬ 
self as only allowed power for preservation; and 
that the more any one extends this power, the 
greater reputation docs he gain to himself. Now, 
by forgiving our brother what he has unhappily 
committed, thou wilt preserve us all; for we cannot 
think of living if he be put to death, since we 
dare not show ourselves alive to our father with¬ 
out our brother, but here must we partake of one 
and the same catastrophe of this life. And so 
far we beg of thee, O governor, that if thou con- 
demnest our brother to die, that thou wilt pun¬ 
ish us together with him, as partners of his crime. 
I will only leave with thee this one consideration, 
and then will say no more, viz. that our brother 
committed this fault when he was young, and 
not yet of confirmed wisdom in his conduct, and 
that men naturally forgive such young persons. 
I end here, without adding what more I have to 
say, that in case thou condemnest us, that omis¬ 
sion may be supposed to have hurt us, and per¬ 
mitted thee to take the severer side. But in ease 
thou settest us free, that this may be ascribed to 
thy own goodness, of which thou art inwardly 
conscious, that thou freest us from condemna¬ 
tion; and that not by barely preserving us, but 
granting us such a favor as will make us ap¬ 
pear more righteous than we really are, and by 
representing to thyself more motives for our de¬ 
liverance than we are able to produce ourselves. 
If therefore thou resolvest to slav him, I desire 
thou wilt slay me in his stead, and send him back 
to his father; or if thou pleasest to retain him 
with thee as a slave, I am fitter to labor for thy 

of oratory, that lay by him, and which he thought fit 
to insert on this occasion. See two more such speeches 
or declamations, Antiq. B. vi.ch. xiv. sect. 4 . 
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advantage in that capacity, and, as thou seest, 
am better prepared lor either of those suffer¬ 
ings.”* So Judas being very willing to under¬ 
go any thing whatever lor the deliverance of his 
brother, cast himself at Joseph’s feet, and ear- 
nestlv labored to assuage and pacify his anger. 
All his brethren also fell down before him weep¬ 
ing, and delivering themselves up to destruction 
for the preservation of the life of Benjamin. 

9. But Joseph, as overcome now with his af¬ 
fections, and no longer able to personate an angry 
man, commanded all that were present to depart, 
that he might make himself known to his breth¬ 
ren when they were alone. And when the rest 
were gone out, he made himself known to his breth¬ 
ren, and said, *‘ 1 commend you for your virtue and 
your kindness to our brother; I lind you better 
men than I could have expected from what you 
contrived about me. Indeed, 1 did all this to try 
your love to your brother; so I believe you were 
not wicked by nature, in what you did in my 
case, but that all has happened according to 
God’s will, who has hereby procured our enjoy¬ 
ment of wbat good things we have.; and it we 
continue in a lavorable disposition, of what we 
hope for hereafter. Since therefore I know that 
our father is safe and well, beyond expectation, 
and I see you so well disposed to your brother, I 
will no longer remember what guilt you seem to 
have had about me, but will leave off to hate you 
for that your wickedness, and do rather return 
you my thanks, that you have concurred with 
the intentions of God to bring things to their 
present state. I would have you also rather to 
forget the same, since that imprudence of yours 
is come to such a happy conclusion, than to be 
uneasy and blush at those your offences. Do 
not therefore let your evil intentions when you 
condemned me, and that bitter remorse which 
might follow, be a grief to you now, because 
those intentions were frustrated. Go therefore 
our way, rejoicing in what has happened by the 
ivine providence, and inform your father of it, 
lest he should be spent with cares for you, and 
deprive me of the most agreeable part of my 
felicity; I mean, lest he should die before he 
comes into my sight, and enjoys the good things 
that we now have. Bring therefore with you 
our father, and your wives and children, and all 
your kindred, and remove'your habitation hither; 
for it is not proper that the persons dearest to 
me should live remote from me, now my affairs 
are so prosperous, especially when they must 
endure live more years of laniine.” When Jo¬ 
seph had said this, he embraced his brethren, 
who were in tears and sorrow. But the generous 
kindness of their brother seemed to leave among 
them no room for fear lest they should be pun¬ 
ished on account of what they had consulted 
and acted against him. And they were then 
feasting. Now the king, as soon as he heard that 
Joseph’s brethren were come to him, was ex- 
ceedingglad of it, as if it had been a part of his 
nwn good fortune; and gave them wagons full 
of corn, and gold and silver, to be conveyed to 
liis father. Tvow when they had received more 
of their brother, part to be"conveyed to their fa¬ 
ther, and part as free gifts to every one of them¬ 
selves, Benjamin having still more than the rest, 
they departed. 

CHAP. VII. 

The Removal of Joseph's Father, with all his Fa - 
mihj, to him, on account of the Famine. 

$ 1. As soon as Jacob came to know, by his 
sons’returning home, in what state Joseph was, 
that he had not only escaped death, for which he 
lived all along in mourning, but that he lived in 

* In all this speech of Judas, we may observe, that 
Josephus still supposed that death was the punishment 
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splendor and happiness, and ruled over Egypt 
jointly with the king, and had entrusted to his 
care almost all his affairs; he did not think any 
thing he was told to be incredible, considering 
the greatness of the works of God, and bis kind¬ 
ness to him, although that kindness had, for some 
late times, been intermitted; so he immediately 
and zealously set upon his journey to him. 

2. When he came to the well of the oath, 
(Beersheba,) he offered sacrifice to God; and 
being afraid that the happiness there was in 
Egypt might tempt his posterity to fall in love 
with it, and settle in it, and no more think of re¬ 
moving into the land of Canaan, and possessing 
it, as God had promised them; as also being 
afraid, lest if this descent into Egypt were made 
without the will of God, his family might be de¬ 
stroyed there; out of fear withal, lest ne should 
depart this life before he came to the sight of 
Joseph, he fell asleep, revolving these doubts in 
his mind. 

3. But God stood by him, and ealled to him 
twice by his name; and when he asked who he 
was? God said, “Xo, sure, it is not just that 
thou Jacob shouldst be unacquainted with that 
God. who has been ever a protector and a helper 
to thy forefathers, and after them to thyself: for 
when thy father would have deprived thee of the 
dominion, I gave it thee: and by my kindness it 
was, that when thou wast sent into Mesopotamia 
all alone, thou obtainedst good wives, and re- 
turnedst with many children, and much wealth. 
The whole family has also been preserved by my 
providence; and it was I who conducted Joseph 
thy son, whom thou gavestup for lost, to the en¬ 
joyment of great prosperity. I also made him 
"Lord of Egypt, so that he differs but little from a 
king. Accordingly I come now as a guide to thee 
in mis journey; and foretell to thee that thou 
shalt die in the arms of Joseph; and 1 inform 
thee, that thy posterity shall be many ages in 
authority and’glory, and that I will settle them 
in the land which I have promised them.” 

4. Jacob, encouraged by this dream, went on 
more cheerfully for Egypt, with his sons, and all 
belonging to them. ISow they were in all seven¬ 
ty. I onee indeed thought it best not to set down 
the names of this family, especially because of 
their difficult pronunciation, [by the Greeks,] but 
upon the whole, I think it necessary to mention 
those names, that I may disprove such as believe 
that we came originally not out of Mesopotamia, 
but are Egyptians. Xow Jacob had twelve sons; 
of these Joseph was come thither before. We 
will therefore set down the names of Jacob’s 
children and grandchildren. Reubel had four 
sons, Anoch, fhallu, Assaron, Charrni. Symeon 
had six, Jamuel, Jamin, Avod, Jachin, Soar, Saul. 
Levi had three sons, Gersom, Caath, Merari. Ju¬ 
das had three sons, Sala, Phares, Zerah; and by 
Phares two grandchildren, Esrom and Amar. Is- 
sachar had tour sons, Thola, Phua, Jasub, Saraa- 
ron. Zabulon had with him three sons, Sarad, 
Helon, Jalel. So far is the posterity of Lea; with 
whom went her daughter Dina. These are 
thirty-three. Rachel had two sons, the one of 
whom, Joseph, had two sons also, Manasseh and 
Ephraim. The. other, Benjamin, had ten sons, 
Bolau, Bacchar. Asebel, Geras, INaaman, Jes, 
Ros, jMomphis, Opphis, Arad These fourteen 
added to the thirty-three, before enumerated, 
amount to the number forty-seven. And this was 
the legitimate posterity of Jacob. He had beside 
by Bilha,the handmaid of Rachel, Dan and Naph- 
thali, which last had four sons that followed him, 
Jesel,Guni, Issari, and Sellim. Dan had an only 
begotten son, Usi. If these be added to those be¬ 
fore mentioned, they complete the number fittv- 
four. Gad and Aser were the sons of Zilpha, who 

of theft in Egypt, in the days of Joseph, though it nev¬ 
er was so among the Jews i*y the law of Moses. 






52 ANTIQUITIES 

was the handmaid of Lea. These had with them, 
Gad seven, Saphoniah, Augis, Sunis, Azabon, 
Acrin, Eroed, Ariel. Aser had a daughter Sarah, 
and six male children, whose names were Jomne, 
Isus, Isui, Baris, Abar, and Mclchiel. If we add 
these, which are sixteen, to the fifty-four, the 
torementioned number (seventy) is completed, 
Jacob* not being himself included in that num¬ 
ber. 

5. When Joseph understood that his father was 
coming, for Judas his brother was come before 
him, and informed him of his approach, he went 
out to meet him; and they met together at He- 
roopolis. But Jacob almost fainted away at this 
unexpected and great joy; however, Joseph re- 
\ivea him, being yet not himself able to contain 
from being affected in the same manner, at the 
pleasure he now had, yet was he not wholly 
overcome with his passion, as his father was. 
After this, he desired Jacob to travel on slowly; 
but he himself took five of his brethren with him, 
and made haste to tbe king, to tell him that Ja¬ 
cob and his family were come, which was a joy¬ 
ful hearing to him. He also bid Joseph tell him 
what sort of life his brethren loved to lead, that 
he might give them leave to follow the same. 
Who told him they were good shepherds, and 
had been used to follow no other employment but 
this alone. Whereby he provided for them, that 
they should not be separated, but live in the same 

lace, and take care of their father; as also here- 

y he provided, that they might be acceptable to 
the Egyptians, by doing nothing that would be 
common to them with the Egyptians; for the 
Egyptians are prohibited to meddle with the 
feeding of sheep.f 

6. When Jacob was come to the king, and sa¬ 
luted him, and wished all prosperity to his go¬ 
vernment, Pharaoh asked him how old he now 
was? upon whose answer that he was a hun¬ 
dred and thirty years old, he admired Jacob on 
account of the length of his life. And when he 
had added, that still he had not lived so long as 
his forefathers, he gave him leave to live with 
his children in Heliopolis; for in that city the 
king’s shepherds had their pasturage. 

7. However, the famine increased among the 
Egyptians; and this heavy judgment grew more 
oppressive to them, because neither did the 
river overflow the ground, for it did not rise to its 
former height, nor did God send rain upon it;}: 
nor did they indeed make the least provision for 
themselves, so ignorant were they what was to be 
done; but Joseph sold them corn for their money. 
But when their money failed them, they bought 
corn with their cattle, and their slaves, and if 
any of them had a small piece of land, they gave 
up that to purchase them food, bv which means 
the king became the owner of all their substance; 
und they were removed some to one place, and 
some to another, that so the possession of their 
country might be firmly afforded to the king; ex¬ 
cepting the lands of the priests, for their country 
continued still in their own possession. And in- 

* All the Greek copies of Josephus have the negative 
particle here, that Jacob himself was nor reckoned one 
of tl>e 70souls that came inio Egypt; but the old Latin 
Topics wnnt it, and directly assure us he was one of 
them. It is therefore hardly certain which of these 
was Josephus’s true reading, since the number 70 is 
made up without him, if we reckon Leah for one, but 
if she be not reckoned, Jacob must himself be one, to 
complete the number. 

| Josephus thought that the Egyptians lmted or des¬ 
pised the employment of a shepherd iri the days of 
Joseph; whereas Bishop Cumberland has shown that 
they rather hated such l’hctnlcinn or Canaanite shep¬ 
herds ss hnd long enslaved tile Egyptians of old time. 
Sec his Sanchonialho, p. 001, 002. 

jKcland here puts the question, How Josephus could 
romplain of its not raining in Egypt during this fninlnc, 
while the ancients atfirm, that it never does natnrnlly 
rain there? His nnswer is, that when the ancients deny 
that It rains in Egypt,they only mean the Upper Egypt 
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deed this sore famine made their minds, as well 
as their bodies, slaves: and at length compelled 
them to procure a sufficiency of food by such 
dishonorable means. But when this misery 
ceased, and the river overflowed the ground, and 
the ground brought forth its fruits plentifully, 
Joseph came to every city, and gathered the peo¬ 
ple thereto belonging together, and gave them 
back entirely the land which, by their own con¬ 
sent, the king might have possessed alone, and 
alone enjoyed the fruits of it. He also exhorted 
them to look on it as every one’s own posses¬ 
sion; and to fall to their husbandry with cheer¬ 
fulness; and to pay as a tribute to the king, the 
fifth} part of the fruits for the land which the 
king when it was his own restored to them 
These men rejoiced upon their becoming nnex 
pectedly owners of their lands, and diligently ob¬ 
served what was enjoined them. Anu by this 
means Joseph procured to himself a greater au¬ 
thority among the Egyptians, and greater love 
to the king from them. Now this law, that they 
should pay the fifth part of their fruits as tribute, 
continued until their latter kings. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Of the death of Jacob and Joseph. 

} 1. Now when Jacob had lived seventeen 
years in Egypt, he fell into a disease, and died 
in the presence of his sons; but not till lie made 
his prayers for their enjoying prosperity, and till 
he had foretold to them prophetically now every 
one of them was to dwell in the land of Canaan. 
But this happened many years afterwards. He 
also enlarged upon the praises of Joseph;|| how 
he had not remembered the evil doings of his 
brethren to their disadvantage; nay, on the con¬ 
trary, was kind to them, bestowing upon them so 
many benefits, as seldom are bestowed upon 
men’s own benefactors. He then commanded bis 
own sons, that they should admit Joseph’s sons, 
Ephraim and Manasseh into their number, and 
divide the land of Canaan in common with them: 
concerning whom we shall treat hereafter. How¬ 
ever, ho made it his request, that he might be 
buried at Hebron. So he died, when lie had lived 
full a hundred and fifty years, three only abated, 
having not been behind any of his ancestors in 
piety towards God; and having such a recom¬ 
pense for it, as it was fit those should have who 
were so good as these were. But Joseph, by the 
king’s permission, carried his father’s dcad body 
to Hebron, and there buried it at a great ex¬ 
pense. Now his brethren were at first unwilling 
to return back with him, because they were 
afraid, lest, now their father was dead, he should 
punish them for their secret practices against 
him, since he was now gone for whose sake he 
had been so gracious to them. But he persuaded 
them to fear no harm, and to entertain no suspi¬ 
cions of him; so he brought them along with 
him, and gave them great possessions, and neve- 
left off his particular concern for them. 

above tiie Delta, which is called Eeypt in the strictest 
sense; but that in the Delta [and hy consequence in the 
Lower Egypt adjoining to it] it did of old, and still does 
min sometimes. See the note on Anliq. B. iii. ch. 
sect. 0. 

$ Josephus supposes, that Joseph now restored the 
Egyptians their lands again,upon the payment of a fifth 
part as tribute. It seems to me rather that the land was 
now considered ns t’hnraoh’s land, and this fifth part a9 
its rent, to he paid to him, as he was their landlord, and 
they his tenants; and that the lands were not properly 
restored, and this fifth part reserved ns tribute only, till 
the days of Sesostris. See Essay on the Old Testament, 
Append. 1-18. 140. 

j| As to this encomium upon Joseph.so preparatory to 
Jacob’s adopting Ephraim nnd Manasseh into his own 
family, and to be admitted for two tribes, which Jo¬ 
sephus here mentions, all our copies of Genesis omit It, 
ch. xlviii. nor do we know whence he took It, or wheth¬ 
er it he not his own embellishment oaly. 
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2. Joseph also died when he had lived an hun¬ 
dred and ten years: having been a roan of admi¬ 
rable virtue, and conducting all his-affairs by the 
rules of reason; and used his authority with mo¬ 
deration, which was the cause of his so great fe¬ 
licity among the Egyptians, eveu tvhen he came 
from another country, and that in such ill cir¬ 
cumstances also as we have already described. 
At length his brethren died, after they had lived 
happily in Egypt. Now the posterity and sons 
of these men, after some time, carried their bo¬ 
dies, and buried them at Hebron: but as for the 
bones of Joseph, they carried them into the land 
of Canaan afterward, when the Hebrews went 
out of Egypt, for so had Joseph made them pro¬ 
mise him upon oath. But what became of every 
one of these men, and by what toils they got the 

ossession of the land of Canaan, shall be showed 

ereafter, when I have first explained upon what 
account it was that they left Egypt. 

CHAP. IX. 

Concerning the Afflictions that befell the He¬ 
brews in Egypt , during four hundred years.* 

§ 1. Now it happened that the Egyptians grew 
delicate and lazy, as to pains-taking, and gave 
themselves up to other pleasures, and in particu¬ 
lar to the love of gain. They also became very 
ill-affected towards the Hebrews, as touched with 
envy at their prosperity: for when they saw how 
the nation of the Israelites flourished, and were 
become eminent already in plenty of wealth, 
which they had acquired by their virtue and na¬ 
tural love of labor, they thought their increase 
was to their own detriment. And having in 
length of time forgotten the benefits they had 
received from Joseph, particularly the crown be¬ 
ing now come into another family, they became 
very abusive to the Israelites, and contrived many 
ways of afflicting them; for they eiyoined them 
to cut a great number of channels for the river, 
and to build walls for their cities and ramparts, 
that they might restrain the river, and hinder its 
waters from stagnating, upon its running over its 
own banks: they set them also to build pyra¬ 
mids,! and by all this wore them out; and forced 
them to learn all sorts of mechanical arts, and to 
accustom themselves to hard labor. And four 
hundred years did they spend under these afflic¬ 
tions; for they strove one against the other which 
should get the mastery, the Eg}’ptians desiring 
to destroy the Israelites by these labors, and 
the Israelites desiring to hold out to the end 
under them. 

2. While the affairs of the Hebrews were in 
this condition, there was this occasion offered it¬ 
self to the Egyptians, which made them more 
solicitous for the extinction of our nation. One 
of those sacred scribes,}; who are very sagacious 
m foretelling future events truly, told the king, 
that about this time there would a child be born 
to the Israelites, who, if he were reared, would 
bring the Egyptian dominion low, and would raise 
the Israelites; that he would excel all men in vir- 

* As to the affliction of Abraham’s posterity for 400 
years, see Antiq. B. i. ch. x. sect. 3. And as to what 
cities they built in Egypt under Pharaoh Sesostris, and 
of Pharaoh Sesostris’s drowning in the Red Sea, see 
Essay on the Old Test. Appen. p. 139—162. 

f Of this building of the pyramids of Egypt by the Is¬ 
raelites, see Perizonius Orig. Egyptke, chap. xxi. It is 
not impossible they might build one or more of the 
small ones, but the larger ones seem much later. Only, 
if they be all built of stone, this does not so well agree 
with the Israelites’ labors, which are said to have been 
in brick y and not in stone , as Mr. Sandys observes in 
his Travels, p. 127,128. 

X Dr. Bernard informs us here, that, instead of this 
tingle priest or prophet of the Egyptians, without a 
name in Josephus, the Targum of Jonathan names the 
two famous antagonists of Moses, Jannes and Jambres. 
Nor is it at all unlikely that it might be one of these who 
foreboded so much misery to the Egyptians, and so 
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tue, and obtain a glory that would be remember¬ 
ed through all ages. Which thing was so feared 
by the king, that according to this man’s opinion, 
he commanded that they should cast every male 
child, who was born to the Israelites, into the 
river, and destroy it; that besides this, the Egyjp- 
tian midwivesj should watch the labors of the 
Hebrew women, and observe what is born, for 
those were the women who were enjoined to do 
the office of midwives to them; and by reason of 
their relation to the king, would not transgress 
his commands. lie enjoined also, that if any 
parents should disobey nim, and venture to spare 
their male children alive,j| they and their families 
should be destroyed. Tnis was a severe afflic¬ 
tion indeed to those that suffered it, not only 
as they were deprived of their sons, and while 
they were the parents themselves, they were 
obliged to be subservient to the destruction of 
their own children, but as it was to be.supposed 
to tend to the extirpation of their nation, while 
upon the destruction of their children, and their 
own gradual dissolution, the calamity would be¬ 
come very hard and inconsolable to them. And 
this was the ill state they were in. But no one 
can be too hard for the purpose of God, though 
he contrive ten thousand subtle devices for that 
end, for this child, whom the sacred scribe fore¬ 
told, was brought up and concealed from the ob¬ 
servers appointed by the king; and he that fore¬ 
told him did not mistake in the consequences of 
his preservation, which were brought to pass 
after the manner following. 

3. A man whose name was Amrara, one of the 
nobler sort of the Hebrews, was afraid for his 
whole nation, lest it should fail, by the want of 
young men to be brought up hereafter; and was 
very uneasy at it, his wife being then with child, 
and he knew not what to do. Hereupon he betook 
himself to prayer to God; and entreated him to 
have compassion on those men who had nowise 
transgressed the laws of his worship, and to af¬ 
ford them deliverance from the miseries they at 
that time endured, and to render abortive their 
enemies’ hopes of the destruction of their nation. 
Accordingly God had merev on him, and was 
moved by his supplication. He stood by him in 
his sleep, and exhorted him not to despair of his 
future lavors. He said further, that be did not 
forget their piety towards him, and would always 
reward them for it, as he had formerly granted 
his favor to their forefathers, and made them in¬ 
crease from a few, to so great a multitude. He 
put him in mind, that when Abraham was come 
alone out of Mesopotamia into Canaan, he had 
been made happy, not only in other respects, but 
that when his wife was at first barren, she was 
afterward by him enabled to conceive seed and 
bare him sons. That he left to Ishmael and to 
his posterity the country of Arabia; as also to 
his sons by Keturah, Troglodytis; and to Isaac, 
Canaan. That by my assistance, said he, he did 
great exploits in war, which, unless you be your¬ 
selves impious, you must still remember. As for 
Jacob, he became well known to strangers also, 

much happiness to the Israelites from the rearing of 
Moses. 

§ Josephus is clear that these midwives were Egyp* 
tians, and not Israelites, as in our other copies; which 
is very probable, it not being easily to be supposed, that 
Pharaoh could trust the Israelite midwives to execute so 
barbarous a command against their own nation. Con¬ 
sult therefore and correct hence our ordinary copies, 
Exod. i. 15—22. And indeed Josephus seems to have 
had much completer copies of the Pentnteueh, or other 
authentic records now lost, about the birth and actions 
of Moses, than either our Hebrew. Samaritan, or Greek 
Bibles afford us, which enabled him to be so large and 
particular about him. 

1| Of this grandfather of Sesostris Rameses the Great, 
who slew the Israelite infants,and of the inscription on 
his obelisk, containing, in my opinion, one of the oldest 
records of mankind,see Essav on the Old Test. Append 
p. 139, 345,147, 217—220. 
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by the greatness of that prosperity in which he 
lived and left to his sons, who came into Egypt 
with no more than seventy souls, while you are 
now become above six hundred thousand. Know 
therefore that I shall provide for you all in com¬ 
mon what is for your good, and particularly for 
thyself what shall make thee famous; for that 
child, out of dread of whose nativity the Egyp¬ 
tians hnve doomed the Israelite children to de¬ 
struction, shall be this child of thine, and shall be 
concealed from those wbo watch to destroy him: 
and when he is brought up in a surprising way, 
he shall deliver the Hebrew nation from the dis¬ 
tress they are under from the Egyptians. His 
memory shall be famous while the world lasts; 
and this not only among the Hebrews, but fo¬ 
reigners also. All which shall be the effect of 
my favor to thee, and to thy posterity. He 
shall also have such a brother, that he shall him¬ 
self obtain my priesthood, and his posterity shall 
have it after him to the end of the world. 

4. When the vision had informed him ofthe.se 
things, Amram awaked and told it to Jochebed, 
who was his wife. And now the fear increased 
upon them on account of the prediction in Am- 
ram’s dream; for they were under concern, not 
only for the child, but on account of the great 
happiness that was to come to him also. How¬ 
ever, the mother’s labor was such as afforded a 
confirmation to what was foretold by God, for it 
was not known to those that watched her, by the 
easiness of her pains, and because the throes of 
her delivery did not fall upon her with violence. 
And now they nourished the child at home pri¬ 
vately for three months; but after that time, 
Amram, fearing he should be discovered, and, 
by falling into the king’s displeasure, both he 
and his child should perish, and so he should 
make the promise of God of none effect, deter¬ 
mined rather to trust the safety and care of the 
child to God, than to depend on his own conceal¬ 
ment of him, which he looked upon as a thing 
uncertain, and whereby both the child so pri¬ 
vately to be nourished, and himself, would be in 
imminent danger; but he believed that God 
would some way for certain procure the safety 
of the child, in order to secure the truth of his 
own predictions. When they had thus deter¬ 
mined, they made an arlc of bulrushes, after the 
manner of a cradle, and of a bigness sufficient 
for an infant to be laid in, without being too 
straitened: they then daubed it over with slime, 
which would naturally keep out the water from 
entering between the bulrushes, and put the in¬ 
fant into it, and setting it afloat upon the river, 
they left its preservation to God; so the river re¬ 
ceived the child, and carried him along. Ilut Mi¬ 
riam, the child’s sister, passed along upon the bank- 
over against him, as her mother had bid her, to 
see whither the ark would be carried, where God 
demonstrated, that human wisdom was nothing, 
but that the Supreme Being is able to do whatso¬ 
ever he pleases: that those who, in order to their 
own security, condemn others to destruction, nnd 
use great endeavors about it, fail of their pur¬ 
pose; but that others are, in a surprising manner, 
preserved, and obtain a prosperous condition 
almost from the very midst of their calamities, 
those, I mean, whose dangers nrise by the ap¬ 
pointment of God. And indeed such a provi¬ 
dence was exercised in the case of this child, ns 
showed the power of God. 

5. Thermutliis was the king’s daughter. She 
was now diverting herself by the banks of the 
river; and seeing a cradle borne nlong by the 
current, she sent some who could swim, and bid 
them bring the cradle to her. When those that 
were sent on this errand came to her with the 
Cradle, and she saw the little child, she was greatly 

•What Josephus here says of the beauty of Moses, 
that be was of a divineform, is very like what St. Ste¬ 


in love with it, on account of its largeness and 
beauty: for God had taken such great care in the 
formation of Moses, that he caused him to ba 
thought worthy of bringing up, and providing 
for, by all those that had taken the most fatal re¬ 
solutions on account of the dread of his nativity', 
for the destruction of the rest of the. Hebrew na¬ 
tion. Thermuthis bid them bring her a woman 
that might afford her breast to the child; yet 
would not the child admit of her breast, but 
turned away from it, and did the like to many 
other women. Now Miriam was by when this 
happened, not to appear to be there on purpose, 
but only as staying to see the child, and she said, 
“ It is in vain that thou, O queen, callest for these 
women for the nourishing of the child, who are 
noway of kin to it; but still if thou wilt order 
one of the Hebrew women to be brought, per¬ 
haps it may admit the breast of one of its own 
nation.” Now since she seemed to speak well, 
Thermuthis bid her procure such a one, and to 
bring one of those Hebrew women that gave 
suck. So when she had such authority given 
her, she came back and brought the mother, who 
was known to nobody there. And now the child 
gladly admitted the breast, and seemed to stick 
close to it; and so it was, that at the queen’s de¬ 
sire, the nursing of the child was entirely in¬ 
trusted to the mother. 

6. Hereupon it was that Thermuthis imposed 
this name ‘Mouses’ upon him, from what had 
happened when he was put into the river, for the 
Egyptians call the water by the name of *Mo,| 
and such as are 4 saved out of it,’ by the name of 
4 Uses;’ so by putting these two words together, 
they-imposed the name upon him. And he was 
by the confession of all, according to God’s pre¬ 
diction, as well for his greatness of mind, as for 
his contempt of difficulties, the best of all the 
Hebrews, for Abraham was his ancestor of the 
seventh generation. Eor Moses was the son of 
Amram, who was the son of Caath, whose father 
Levi was the son of Jacob, who was the son of 
Isaac, who was tlieson of Abraham. Now Moses’s 
understanding became superior to his age, nay, far 
beyond that standard; nnd when he was taught, 
he discovered greater quickness of apprehension 
than was usual at his age, and his actions at that 
time promised greater, when he should come to 
the nge of a man. God did also give him that 
tallness, when lie was but three years old, as was 
wonderful. And for his beauty-, there was nobo¬ 
dy so unpolite, as when they saw Moses, they 
were not greatly surprised at the beauty of his 
countenance; nay, it happened frequently, that 
those that met him as he was carried along the 
road, were obliged to turn again upon seeing the 
child; that they left what (hey were about nnd 
stood still a great while to look on him, for the 
beauty of the child was so remarkable and natu¬ 
ral to’him on many accounts, that it detained the 
spectators, nnd made them stay longer to look 
upon him. 

7. Thermuthis therefore, perceiving him to be 
so remarkable a child, adopted him for her son, 
having no child of her own. And when one time 
she had carried Moses to her father, she showed 
him to him, and said she thought to make him her 
father’s successor, if it should please God she 
should have no legitimate child of her own; and 
said to him, 44 1 have brought up a child who is 
of a divine form,* and of a generous mind; and 
as I have received him from the bounty of the 
river, in n wonderful manner, I thought proper 
to adopt him for my son, and the heir of thy 
kingdom.” And when she had said this, she put 
the infant into her father’s hands: so he took 
him, and hugged him close to his breast: and, on 
his daughter’s account, in n pleasant way, put his 

phen says of the same beauty,that Moses was beautiful 
in the sight of God, Acts vii. 20. 
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diadera upon his head; but Moses threw it down to 
the ground, and in a puerile mood, he wreathed it 
round, and trod upon it with his feet, which seem¬ 
ed to bring along with it an evil presage concern¬ 
ing the kingdom of Egypt. But when the sacred 
scribe saw this, (he was the same person who fore¬ 
told that his nativity w'ould bring the dominion of 
this kingdom low,) he made a violent attempt to 
kill him; and crying out in a frightful manner, 
he said, “This, O king! this child is he of whom 
God foretold, that if we kill him we shall be in 
no danger; he himself affords an attestation, to 
the prediction of the same thing, by his trampling 
upon thy government, and treading upon thy 
diadem. Take him therefore out of the way, 
and deliver the Egyptians from the fear they are 
in about him; and deprive the Hebrews of the 
hope they have of being encouraged by him.” 
But Thermuthis prevented him, and snatched 
the child away. And the king was not hasty to 
slay him, God himself, whose providence pro¬ 
tected Moses, inclining the king to spare him. 
He was therefore educated with great care. So 
the Hebrews depended on him, and were of good 
hopes that great things would be done by nim; 
but the Egyptians were suspicious of what would 
follow such nis education. Yet because if Moses 
had been slain, there was no one, neither akin or 
adopted, that had any oracle on his side for pre¬ 
tending to the crown of Egypt, and likely to be 
of greater advantage to them, they abstained 
from killing him. 

CHAP. X. 

How Moses made War with the Ethiopians. 

$ 1. Moses therefore when he was born, and 
brought up in the foregoing manner, and came 
to the age of maturity, made his virtue manifest 
to the Egyptians; and showed, that he was born 
for the bringing them down, and raising the 
Israelites. And the occasion he laid hold of was 
this; the Ethiopians, who are next neighbors to 
the Egyptians, made an inroad into their country, 
which they seized upon, and carried off the effects 
of the Egyptians, who, in their rage, fought 
against them, and revenged the affronts they had 
received from them; but being overcome in bat¬ 
tle, some of them were slain, and the rest ran 
away in a shameful manner, and by that means 
saved themselves, whereupon the Ethiopians fol¬ 
lowed after them in the pursuit, and thinking 
that it would be a mark of cowardice if they did 
not subdue all Egypt, they went on to subdue 
the rest with greater vehemence; and when they 
had tasted the sweets of the country, they never 
left off the prosecution of the war: and as the 
nearest parts had not courage enough at first to 
fight with them, they proceeded as far as Memphis, 
and the sea itself, while not one of the cities 
were able to oppose them. The Egyptians, 
under this sad oppression, betook themselves to 
their oracles and prophecies, and when God had 
given them this counsel, to make use of Moses 
the Hebrew, and take his assistance, the king 
commanded his daughter to produce him, that 
he .might be the general of their army.* Upon 
which, when she had made him swear he would 
do him no harm, she delivered him to the king, 
and supposed his assistance would be of great 
advantage to them. She withal reproached the 
piiests, who, when they had before admonished 

* This history of Moses, as general of the Egyptians 
against the Ethiopians, is wholly omitted in our Bibles, 
hut it is thus cited by I re incus, from Josephus, and that 
soon after his own age: ‘Josephus says, that when Moses 
was nourished in the king’s palace, lie was appointed 
general of the army against the Ethiopians, ami con¬ 
quered them; when he married that kir.ci's daughter, be¬ 
cause, out of her affection for him, she delivered the city 
up to him.’ See the Fragments of I re incus, <76 edit. Grab, 
p. 472. Nor perhaps did St. Stephen refer to any thing 
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the Egyptians to kill him, were not ashamed now 
to own tneir want of his help. 

2. So Moses, at the persuasion both of Ther- 
muthis and the king himself, cheerfully under¬ 
took the business: and the sacred scribes of 
both nations were glad; those of the Egyptians, 
that they should at once overcome their enemies 
by his valor, and that by the same piece of 
management, Moses would be slain; but those 
of the Hebrews, that they should escape from 
the Egyptians, because Mose3 was to be their 
general. But Moses prevented the enemies, and 
took and led his army before those enemies were 
apprized of his attacking them: for he did not 
march by the river, but by land, where he gave 
a wonderful demonstration of his sagacity; for 
when the ground was difficult to be passed over, 
because of the multitude of serpents, which it pro¬ 
duces in vast numbers, and indeed is singular in 
some of those productions, which other countries 
do not breed, and yet such as are worse than 
others in power and mischief, and an unusual 
fierceness of sight, some of which ascend out of 
the ground unseen, and also fly in the air, and so 
come upon men at unawares, and do them a 
mischief, Moses invented a wonderful stratagem 
to preserve the army safe, and without hurt; for 
he made baskets like unto arks, of sedge, and 
filled them with ibes,f and carried them along 
with them; which animal is the greatest enemy 
to serpents imaginable, for they fly from them 
when they come near them, and as they fly they 
are caught and devoured by them, as if it were 
done by the harts; but the ibes are tame crea¬ 
tures, and only enemies to the serpentine kind. 
But about those ibes I say no more at present, 
since the Greeks are not themselves unacquaint¬ 
ed with this sort of bird. As soon therefore as 
Moses was come to the land which was the 
breeder of these serpents, be let loose the ibes, 
and by their means repelled the serpentine kind, 
and used them for his assistants belore the army 
came upon the ground. When he had therefore 
proceeded thus on his journey, he came upon 
the Ethiopians before they expected him; and 
joining battle with them, he beat them, and 
deprived them of the hopes they had of success 
against the Egyptians, and went on in over¬ 
throwing their cities, and indeed made a great 
slaughter of these Ethiopians. Now when the 
Egyptian army had once tasted of this prosper¬ 
ous* success, by the means of Moses, they did 
not slacken their diligence, insomuch that the 
Ethiopians were in danger of being reduced to 
slavery and all sorts of destruction. And at 
length they retired to Saba, which was a royal 
city of Ethiopia, which Cambyse3 afterward 
named ‘Meroe,’after the name of his own sister- 
This place was to be besieged with verv great 
difficulty, since it was both encompassed bv the 
Nile quite round, and the other rivers, Astapus 
and Astaborus made it a very difficult thing for 
suen as attempted to pass over them; for the city 
was situate in a retired place, and was inhabited 
after the manner of an island, being encompass¬ 
ed with a strong wall, and having the rivers to 
guard them from their enemies, niul having great 
ramparts between the wall and the rivers, inso¬ 
much, that when the waters come with the 
greatest violence it can never be drowned; which 
ramparts make it next to impossible for even 
such a?, arc gotten over the rivers to take the 

else, when he said of Moses, before he was sent hy God 
to the Israelites, that he was not only learned in all tht, 
wisdom of the Egyptians* hut was also mighty in words 
and in deeds , Acis vii. 22. 

f Pliny speaks of these birds called Jbes , and says, 
“ The Egyptians invoked them against the serpents " 
Hist. Nat. Book x. eh. 28. Straho speaks of this island 
Meroe, and these rivers Jlstapus and .tfstaieras, Book 
xvi. p. 771, 786, and Book xvii. p. 821. 




5b ANTIQUITIES 

city. However, while Moses was uneasy at the 
army's lying idle, (for the enemies durst not come 
to a battle) this accident happened : Tharbis was 
the daughter of the king of the Ethiopians; she 
happened to see Moses as he led the army near 
to tne walls, and fought with great courage, and 
admiring the subtlety of his undertakings, and 
believing him to be the author of the Egyptian 
success, when they had before despaired of re¬ 
covering their liberty, and to be the occasion of 
the great danger the Ethiopians were in, when 
they had before boasted of their great achieve¬ 
ments, she fell deeply in love with him; and 
upon the prevalency of that passion, sent to 
him the most faithful of her servants to discourse 
with him upon their marriage. He thereupon 
accepted the otTer, on condition she would pro¬ 
cure the delivering up of the city; and cave her 
the assurance of an oath to take her to nis wife, 
and that when he hnd once taken possession of the 
city, he would not break his oath to her. No soon¬ 
er was the agreement made, but it took effect im¬ 
mediately; and when Moses had cut off the 
Ethiopians, he gave thanks to God, and consum¬ 
mated his marriage, and led the Egyptians back 
to their own land. 

CHAP. XI. 

How Moses fled out of Egypt into Midian. 

$ 1. Now the Egyptians, after they had been 

{ ^reserved by Moses, entertained a hatred to 
dm, and were very eager in compassing their 
designs against him, as suspecting that he would 
take occasion, from his good success, to raise a 
sedition, and bring innovations into Egypt; and 
told the king he ought to be slain. The king 
had also some intentions of himself to the 
same purpose, and this as well out of envy at his 
glorious expedition at the head of his army, as 
out of fear of being brought low by him; and 
being instigated by the sacred scribes, he was 
ready to undertake to kill Moses. Hut when he 
had learned beforehand what plots there were 
against him, he went away privately; and be¬ 
cause the public roads were watched, he took 
his flight through the deserts, and where his ene¬ 
mies could not suspect he would travel; and 
though he was destitute of food, lie went on, and 
despised that dilliculty courageously. And when 
he came to the city of Midian, which lay upon 
the Red Sea, and was so denominated from one 
of Abraham’s sons by Keturah, he sat upon a 
certain well, and rested himself there after his 
laborious journey and the affliction he had been 
in. It was not far from the city; and the time 
of the day was noon, where he bad an occasion 
offered him by the custom of the country, of doing 
what recommended his virtue, and afforded him 
an opportunity of bettering his circumstances. 

2, For that country having but little water, 
the shepherds used to seize on the wells before 
others came, lest their flocks should want water; 
and lest il should be spent by others before they 
came. There were now come therefore to tins 
well seven sisters that were virgins, the daugh¬ 
ters of Raguel, a priest, nnd one thought worthy 
by the people of the country of great honor: 
these virgins, who took care of their father's 
flocks, which sort of work it was customary nnd 
very familiar for women to do in the country of 
the Troglodytes, they came first of all, and drew 
water out the well in a quantity sufficient for 
their flocks into troughs, which were made for 
the reception of that water. Rut when the shep¬ 
herds came upon the maidens, and drove them 
away, that they might have the command of the 
waters themselves, Moses thinking it would be n 
terrible reproach upon him if he overlooked 
the young women under unjust oppression, nnd 
should suffer the violence of the men to prevail 
over the right of the maidens, he drove away 
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the men who had a mind to more than their 
share, and afforded a proper assistance to the 
women; who, after having received such a bene¬ 
fit from him, came to their father, and told him 
how they had been affronted by the shepherds, 
and assisted by a stranger, and entreated that he 
would not let this generous action be done in 
vain, nor go without a reward. Now the father 
took it well from his daughters that they were 
so desirous to reward their benefactor, and bid 
them bring Moses into his presence, that he 
might be rewarded as he deserved. And when 
Moses came, he told him what testimony his 
daughters bare to him, that he had assisted 
them; and that as he admired him for his vir¬ 
tue, he said, that Moses had bestowed such his 
assistance on persons not insensible of benefits, 
but where they were both able and willing to re¬ 
turn the kindness, and even to exceed the mea¬ 
sure of his generosity. So he made him his son, 
and gave him one of his daughters in marriage; 
and appointed him to be the superintendent over 
his cattle, for of old all the wealth of the barbari¬ 
ans was in those cattle. 

CHAP. XII. 

Concerning the Burning Bush, and the Rod of 
Moses. 

§1. Now Moses, when he had obtained the 
favor of Jethro, for that was one of the names of 
Raguel, stayed there, and fed his flock; but 
some time afterward, taking his station at the 
mountain called Sinai, he drove his flocks thither 
to feed them. Now this is the highest of all the 
mountains thereabouts, and the best for pastu¬ 
rage, the herbage being there good; and it had 
not been before fed upon, because of the opinion 
men had that God dwelt there, the shepherds 
not daring to ascend up to it. And here it was 
that a wonderful prodigy happened to Moses; 
for a fire fed upon a thorn-bush; yet did the 
green leaves and tne flowers continue untouched, 
and the lire did not at all consume the fruit 
branches, although the flame was great and 
fierce. Moses was affrighted at this strange 
sight, as it was to him; but he was still more 
astonished when the fire uttered a voice, and 
called to him by name, and spake words to him, 
by which it signified to him how bold lie had 
been in venturing to come into a place whither 
no man had ever come before, because the place 
was divine; and advised him to remove a great 
way from the flame, and to be contented with 
what he had seen; and though he were himself 
a good mail, and the offspring of great men, yet 
that he should not pry anv farther: and he fore¬ 
told to him, that lie should have glory and ho¬ 
nor among men, by the blessing of God upon 
him. He also commanded him to go away 
thence with confidence to Egypt, in order to his 
being the commander nnd conductor of the body 
of the Hebrews, and to his delivering his own 
people from the injuries they suffered there: 
“For,” said God, “they shall inhabit this happy 
land which your forefather Abraham inhabited, 
and shall have the enjoyment of all sorts of good 
things; and thou, by tiiy prudence, shalt guide 
them to those good thing-.’’ Rut still he enjoined 
him, when he had brought the Hebre ws out of 
the land of Egipt, to come to that place, and to 
ollir sacrifices of thanksgiving there. Such were 
the. divine oracles which were delivered out of 
the fin-. 

2. Rut Moses was astonish* d at what he saw, 
ami much more at what he heard; and he said, 
“ 1 think it would be an instance of too great 
mildness, O Lord, for one of that regard I bear 
to lin e, to distrust thy power, since 1 myself 
adore, it, and know that it has been made mani¬ 
fest to my progenitors: but I am still in doubt 
how 1, who am a private man, and one of no abi- 
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lities, should either persuade my own country¬ 
men to leave the country they now inhabit, and 
to follow me to a land whither I lead them: or, 
if they should be persuaded, how can I force 
Pharaoh to permit them to depart, since they 
augment their own wealth and prosperity by 
the labors and works they put upon them.” 

3. But God persuaded him to be courageous 
on all occasions, and promised to be with him, 
and to assist him in his words, when he was to 
persuade men, and in his deeds, when he was to 
perform wonders. He bid him also to take a 
signal of the truth of what he said, by throwing 
his rod upon the ground, which, when he had 
done, it crept along, and was become a serpent, 
and rolled itself round in its folds, and erected 
its head, as ready to avenge itself on such as 
should assault it, after which it became a rod 
again as it was before. After this, God bid Moses 
put his right hand into his bosom: he obeyed, 
and when he took it out it was white, and in 
color like to chalk, but afterward it returned 
to its wonted color again. He also, upon God’s 
command, took some of the water that was near 
him, and poured it upon the ground, and saw the 
color was that of blood. Upon the wonder that 
Moses showed at these signs, God exhorted him 
to be of good courage, and to be assured that he 
would be the greatest support to hiln; and bid 
him make use of those signs in order to obtain 
belief among all men, that thou art sent by me, 
and dost all things according to my commands. 
Accordingly, I enjoin thee to make no more de¬ 
lays, but to make haste to Egypt, and to travel 
night and day, and not to draw out the time; and 
so make the slavery of the Hebrews, and their 
sufferings, to last the longer. 

4. Moses having now seen and heard these 
wonders, that assured him of the truth of these 

f iromises of God, had no room left him to disbe- 
ieve them*, he entreated him to grant him that 
power when he should be in Egypt; and be¬ 
sought him to vouchsafe him the knowledge of 
his own name, and since he had heard and seen 
him, that he would also tell him his name, that 
when he offered sacrifice, he might invoke him 
by such his name in his oblations. Whereupon 
God declared to him his holy name, which had 
never been discovered to men before; concern¬ 
ing which it is not lawful for me to say any more.* 
Kow these signs accompanied Moses, not then 
only, but always, when he prayed for them: of 
all which signs he attributed the firmest assent 
to the fire in the bush; and believing that God 
would be a gracious supporter to him, he hoped 
he should be able to deliver his own nation, and 
bring calamities on the Egyptians. 

CHAP. XIII. 

How J)Ioses and Aaron returned into Egypt to 
Pharaoh. 

§ 1. So Moses, when he understood that the 
Pharaoh, in whose reign he fled away, was dead, 
asked leave of Raguel to go to Egypt, for the 
benefit of his own people: and he took with him 
Zipporah, the daughter of Raguel, whom he had 
married, and the children he had by her, Gersora 
and Eleazar, and made haste into Egypt. Now 
the former of these names, Gersom, in the He¬ 
brew tongue, signifies, that he was in a ‘strange 
land;’ and Eleazar, that, by the ‘assistance of 
the God of his fathers,’ he had escaped from the 
Egyptians, Now when they were near the bor- 

* This superstitious fear of discovering the name 
with four letters, which of late we have been used 
falsely to pronounce Jehovah, but seams to hnvebeen 
•originally pronounced Jehoh, or Jao,is never, I think, 
heard of till this passage of Josephus; and this super¬ 
stition, in not pronouncing that name, has continued 
among the Rabbinical Jews to this day, (though 
whether the Samaritans and Caraites observed it so 
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ders, Aaron his brother, by the command of God 
met him, to whom he declared what had befallen 
him at the mountain, and the commands that 
God had given him. But as they were going 
forward, the chief men among the Hebrews 
having learned that they were coming, met 
them: to whom Moses declared the signs he had 
seen; and while they could not believe them, he 
made them see them. So they took courage 
at these surprising and unexpected sights, and 
hoped well of their entire deliverance, as be¬ 
lieving now that God took care of their pre¬ 
servation. 

2. Since then Moses found that the Hebrews 
would be obedient to whatsoever he should di¬ 
rect, as they promised to be, and were in love 
with liberty, he came to the king, who had indeed 
but lately received the government, and told him 
how much he had done for the good of the 
Egyptians, when they were despised by the 
Ethiopians, and their country laid waste by them; 
and how he had been the commander of their 
forces, and had labored for them, as if they had 
been his own people; and he informed him in 
what danger he had been during that expedition, 
without having any proper returns made him, as 
he had deserved. He also informed him dis¬ 
tinctly, what things happened to him at mount 
Sinai, and what God said to him; and the signs 
that were done by God, in order to assure him of 
the authority of those commands which he had 
given him. He also exhorted him not to disbe¬ 
lieve what he told him, nor to oppose the will 
of God. 

3. But when the king derided Moses, he made 
him in earnest see the signs that were done at 
mount Sinai. Yet was the king very angry with 
him, and called him an ill man, who had former¬ 
ly run away from his Egyptian slavery, and came 
now back with deceitful tricks and wonders, and 
magical arts, to astonish him. And when he had 
said this, he commanded the priests to let him 
see the same wonderful sights, as knowing that 
the Egy ptians w ere skilful in this kind of learn¬ 
ing, and that he was not the only person who 
knew them, and pretended them to be divine, 
as also he told him, that, when he brought 
such w r onderful sights before him, he would only' 
be believed by the unlearned. Now* when the 
priests threw down their rods, they became ser¬ 
pents. But Moses was not daunted at it; and 
said, “O king, I do not myself despise the wis¬ 
dom of the Egyptians, but l say that what I do is 
so much superior to w'hat these do by magic arts 
and tricks, as divine power exceeds the power of 
man; but I will demonstrate that what I do is 
not done by craft, or counterfeiting what is not 
really true, but that they appear by the provi¬ 
dence and power of God.” And when he had 
said this, he cast his rod dow n upon the ground, 
and commanded it to turn itself into a serpent. 
It obeyed him, and went all round, and devoured 
the rods of the Egyptians, which seemed to be 
dragons, until it had consumed them all; it then 
returned to its own form, and Moses took it into 
his hand again. 

4. How’ever, the king was no more moved, 
wdien this w*as done,than before; and being very 
angry, he said, “That he should gain nothing by 
bis cunning and shrewdness against the Egyp¬ 
tians.” And he commanded him that was the 
chief task-master over the Hebrew's, to give 
them no relaxation from their labors, but to com¬ 
pel them to submit to greater oppressions than 

early, does not appear.) Josephus also durst not set 
dow’n the very wordsofihe ten commandments, as we 
shall see hereafter, Antiq. b. iii. cl), v. seer. 4, which 
superstitious silence, has yet not been discontinued, 
even by rhe Rabbins. Tbero is, however, no doubt bat 
both these cautious concealments were taught Josephus 
by t lie Pharisees, a body of men at once vary wicked^ 
and very superstitious. 
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before. And though lie allowed them chaff be¬ 
fore for the making their bricks, he. would allow 
it them no longer, but he made them to work 
bard at brick-making in the daytime, and to ga¬ 
ther chaff in the night. Now when their labor 
was thus doubled upon them, they laid the blame 
upon Moses, because their labor and their misery 
were on his account become more severe to them. 
But Moses did not let his courage sink for the 
king’s threatenings; nor did he abate of his zeal 
on account of the Hebrews’ complaints, but he 
supported himself, and set his soul resolutely 
against them both, and used his own utmost dili¬ 
gence to procure liberty to his countrymen. So 
he went to the king, and persuaded him to let the 
Hebrews go to Mount Sinai, and there to sacri¬ 
fice to God, because God had enjoined them so to 
do. lie persuaded him also, not to counterwork 
the designs of God, but to esteem his favor 
above all things, and to permit them todepart, lest, 
before he be aware, he lay an obstruction in the 
way of the divine commands, and so occasion his 
own suffering such punishments, as it was proba¬ 
ble any one that counterworked the divine com¬ 
mands should undergo, since the severest afflic¬ 
tions arise from every object, to those that pro¬ 
voke the divine wrath against them: for sucli as 
these have neither the earth nor the air for their 
friends; nor are the fruits of the womb accord¬ 
ing to nature, but every thing is unfriendly and 
adverse towards them. He said further, that 
the Egyptians should know this by sad expe¬ 
rience; and that besides, the Hebrew people 
should go out of their country without their con¬ 
sent. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Concerning the Ten Plagues which came upon 

the Egyptians. 

1. But when the king despised the words of 
Moses, and hud no regard at all to them, griev¬ 
ous plagues seized the Egyptians; every one of 
which I will describe, both because no such 
plagues did ever happen to any other nation as the 
Egyptians now felt; and because I would demon¬ 
strate that Moses did not fail in an}’ one thing 
that he foretold them, and because it is for the 
good of mankind that they may learn this caution, 
not to do anv thing that may displease God, lest 
he be provoked to wrath, and avenge their ini¬ 
quities upon men. The Egyptian river ran with 
bloody water, at the command of God, insomuch 
that it could not be drunk, and they had no other 
spring of water neither; for the water was not 
only of the color of blood, but it brought upon i 
those that ventured to drink of it, great pains and 
bitier torment. Such was the river totne Egyp¬ 
tians: but it was sweet and fit for drinking to the 
Hebrews, and noway different from what it na¬ 
turally used to be. As the king therefore knew 
not what to do in these surprising circumstances, 
and was in fear for the Egyptians, he gave the 
Hebrews leave to go away; but when the plague 
ceased, he changed his mind again, and would not 
suffer them to go. 

2. But when God saw that he was ungrateful, 
and upon the ceasing of the calamity would not 
grow wiser, he sent another plague upon the 
Egyptians; an innumerable multitude of frogs 
consumed the fruit of the ground; the river was 
also full of them, insomuch that those who drew 
water had it spoiled by the blood of these ani¬ 
mals, as they died in and were destroyed by the 
’vater; and the country was full of filthy slime 
as they were born, ana as they died; they also 
spoiled their vessels in their houses which they 

* O' tills judicial hardening tho hearts, and blinding 
the ey. « of wicked men, or infatuating them, ns a just 
punishment for their oilier wilful sins, lo their own dc- i 
Btructbn, see the note on Antiq. 11. vii, ch. ix. sect. 0. 
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used, and were found among what they ate, and 
what they drank, and came in great numbers 
upon their beds. There was also an ungrateful 
smell and stink arose from them, as they were 
born, and as they died therein. Now, when the 
Egyptians were under the oppressions of these 
miseries, the king ordered Moses to take the 
ilebrews with him, and be gone. Upon which 
the whole multitude of the frogs vanished away, 
and both the land and the river returned to their 
former natures. But as soon as Pharaoh saw ihe 
land freed from this plague, he forgot the cause 
of it, and retained the Ilebrews; and,* as though 
he had a mind to try the nature of more such 
‘udgments, lie would not yet 9ufler Moses and 
lis people to depart, having granted that liberty 
rather out of fear, than out of any good con¬ 
sideration. 

3. Accordingly, God punished his falseness 
with another plague, added to the former; for 
there arose out of the bodies of the Egyptians 
an innumerable quantity of lice, by which, wicked 
a9 they were, they miserably perished, as not 
able to destroy this sort of vermin, either with 
washes or with ointments. At which terrible 
judgment, the king of Egypt was in disorder, 
upon the fear into which he reasoned himself, 
lest his people should be destroyed, and that the 
manner of his death was also reproachful, so 
that he was forced in part to recover himself 
from his wicked temper to a sound mind, for he 
gave leave for the Ilebrews themselves to de¬ 
art. But when the plague thereupon ceased, 
e thought it proper to require that they should 

leave their children and wives behind them, 
as pledges of their return, whereby he provoked 
God to be more vehemently angry at him, as if 
he thought to impose on his providence, and as 
if it were only Moses, and not God, who punished 
the Egyptians for the sake of the Hebrews; for 
he filled that country full of various sorts of 
pestilential creatures, with their various prop¬ 
erties, such indeed as had never come into the 
sight of men before, by whose means the men 
perished themselves, and the land was desti¬ 
tute of husbandmen for its cultivation; but if 
any thing escaped destruction from them, it 
was killed by a distemper, which the men under¬ 
went also. 

4. But when Pharaoh did not even then yield 
to the will of God; but while he gave leave to the 
husbands to take their wives with them, yet in¬ 
sisted that the children should be left behind, 
God presently resolved to punish his wickedness 
with several sorts of calamities, and those worse 

! than the foregoing which yet had so generally 
' afflicted them: for their bodies bad terrible biles, 
breaking forth with blains, while they were al¬ 
ready inwardly consumed; and a great part of 
the Egyptians perished in this manner. But 
when tlie king was not brought to reason by this 
plague, hail was sent down from heaven; and 
such hail it was ns the climate of Egypt had 
never sufi'ererl before, nor was it like to that 
which falls in other climates in winter time,f but 
larger than that which falls in the middle of 
spring to those that dwell in the northern and 
northwestern regions. This hail broke down 
their boughs laden with fruit. After this a tribe 
of locusts consumed the seed which was not hurt 
bv the hail, so that to the Egyptians nil the 
hopes of future fruits of the ground were entirely 
lost. 

5. One would think the forementioned calami¬ 
ties might have been suffleient for one that was 
only foolish, without wickedness, to make him 
wise, and to make him sensible what was for hi* 

f As to this winter or spring hail near Egypt and Ju 
ilea, Hce the like on thunder and lightning there, in the 
noto on Antiq. 11. vi. ch. v, sect. G 
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advantage. But Pharaoh, led not so much by 
nis folly as by his wickedness, even when he 
saw the cause of his miseries, he still contested 
with God, and wilfully deserted the cause of vir¬ 
tue; so he bid Moses take the Hebrews away, 
with their wives and children, but to leave their 
cattle behind, since their own cattle were de¬ 
stroyed. But when Moses said, that what he 
desired was unjust, since they were obliged to 
offer sacrifices to God of those cattle; and the 
time being prolonged on this account, a thick 
darkness, without the least light, spread itself 
over the Egyptians, whereby their sight being 
obstructed, and their breathing hindered by the 
thickness of the air, they died miserably, and 
under a terror lest they should be swallowed up 
by the dark cloud. Besides this, when the dark¬ 
ness, after three days and as many nights, was 
dissipated, and when Pharaoh did not still re- 
ent, and let the Hebrews go, Moses came to 
im and said: u How long wilt thou be disobe¬ 
dient to the command of God? for he enjoins 
thee to let the Hebrews go; nor is there any 
other way of being freed from the calamities 
you are under, unless you do so.” But the king 
was angry at what he said, and threatened to 
cut oft' his head, if he came any more to trouble 
him about these matters. Hereupon Moses said, 
he would not speak to him anymore about them, 
for that he himself, together with the principal 
men among the Egyptians, should desire the 
Hebrews to go away. So when Moses had said 
this, he went his way. 

6 . But when God had signified, that with one 
more plague he would compel the Egyptians to 
let the Hebrews go, he commanded Moses to tcll 
the people, that they should have a sacrifice 
ready, and that they should prepare themselves 
on tf»e tenth day of the month Xanthicus, against 
the murteenth (which month is called by the 
Egyptians, Pharmnthi, and Nisan by the He¬ 
brews; but the Macedonians call it Xanthicus,) 
and that he should carry away the Hebrews with 
all they had. Accordingly, he having got the 
Hebrews ready for their departure, and having 
sorted the people into tribes, he kept them toge¬ 
ther in one place: but when the fourteenth day 
was come, and all were ready to depart, they of¬ 
fered the sacrifice, and purified their houses with 
the blood, using bunches of hyssop for that pur¬ 
pose; and when they had supped, they burnt the 
remainder of the flesh, as just ready to depart. 
Whence it is that we do still offer this sacrifice 
in like manner to this (lay, and call this festival 
1 Pascha,’ which signifies the feast of the pass- 
over, because on that day God passed us over, 
und sent the plague on the Egyptians: for the 
destruction of the first-born came upon the Egyp¬ 
tians that night, so that many of the Egyptians, 
who lived near the king’s palace, persuaded Pha¬ 
raoh to let the Hebrews go. Accordingly he call¬ 
ed for Moses, and bid them be gone; as suppos¬ 
ing, that if once the Hebrews were gone out of 
the country, Egypt should be freed from its mi¬ 
series. They also honored the Hebrews with 
gifts;* some in order to get them to depart 
quickly, and others on account of their neigh¬ 
borhood, and the friendship they had with 
them. 

* Those large presents made to the Israelites, of vessels 
of silver, and vessels of gold, and raiment, were, as Jose¬ 
phus truly calls them, gifts really given them, not lent 
them, as our English falsely renders them. They were 
spoils required, not borrowed of them, Gen. xv. 1-1, Exod. 
iii. 22, xi. 2, l*s. cv. *37, as the same version falsely ren¬ 
ders the Hebrew word here used, Exod. xii. 35,3(5. God 
had ordered the Jews to demand these as their pay and 
reward, during their long and hitter slavery in Egypt, 
as atonements for the lives of the Egyptians, and as the 
condition of the Jews’ departure, and of the Egyptians’ 
deliverance from these terrible judgments, which, had 
mey not now ceased, they had soon been all dead men, 
as they themselves confess, chap. xii. 33. Nor was 


CHAP. XV. 

How the Hebrews , under the Conduct of J\Iose$, 
left Egypt. 

. $ 1. So the Hebrews went out of Egypt, while 
the Egyptians wept, and repertted that they had 
treated them so hardly. Now they took thei? 
journey by Lctopolis, a place at that time de¬ 
serted, but where Babylon was buiit afterward, 
when Camhyses laid Egypt waste; but as they 
went away hastily, on the third day they came to 
n place called Baalzephon on the Red Sea; and 
when they had no food out of the land, because 
it was a desert, they ate of loaves kneaded of 
flour, only warmed by a gentle heat, and this 
food they made use of for thirty days; for what 
they brought with them out of Egypt would not 
suffice them any longer time: and this only while 
they dispensed it to each person, to use so much 
only as would serve for necessity, but not for sa¬ 
tiety. Whence it is, that, in memory of the want 
we were then in, we keep a feast for eight days, 
which is called the feast of the unleavened bread. 
Now the entire multitude of those that went out, 
including the women and children, was not easy 
to be numbered, but those that were of an age 
fit for war, were six hundred thousand. 

2. They left Egypt in the month Xanthicus, on 
the fifteenth day of the lunar month; four hun¬ 
dred and thirty years after our forefather Abra¬ 
ham came into Canaan, but two hundred and fif¬ 
teen years only after Jacob removed into Egypt .7 
It was the eightieth year of the age of Moses, 
and that of Aaron three more. They also car¬ 
ried out the bones of Joseph with them, as he 
had charged his sons to do. 

3. But the Egyptians soon repented that the 
Hebrews were gone; and the king also was 
mightily concerned that this had been procured 
by the magic arts of Moses; so they resolved to 
go after them. Accordingly they took their 
weapons, and other warlike furniture, and pur¬ 
sued after them, in order to bring them back, if 
once they overtook them, because they woulu 
now have no pretence to pray to God against 
them, since they had already been permitted to 
go out; and they thought they should easily 
overcome them, as they had no armor, an(l 
would be weary with their journey; so they 
made haste in their pursuit, and asked of ♦ very 
one they met which wav they were gone • and 
indeed, that land was difficult to be tr? .elled 
over, not only by armies, but by single persons. 
Now Moses led the Hebrews this way, that in 
case the Egyptians should repent and be desi¬ 
rous to pursue after them, they might undergo 
the punishment of their wickedness, and of the 
breach of those promises they had made to them. 
As also he led them this way on account of the 
Philistines, who had quarrelled with them, and 
hated them of old, that by all means they might 
not know of their departure, for their country is 
near to that of Egypt; and thence it was that 
Moses led them, not along the road that tended 
to the land of the Philistines, but he was de¬ 
sirous that they should go through the desert, 
that so after a long journey, and after many af¬ 
flictions, they might enter upon the land o( Ca- 

there any sense in borrowing or lending, when the 
Israelites were finally departing oui of the laud for 
ever. 

f Why our Masorcte copy so groundlessly abridges this 
account in Exod. xii. 40, as to ascribe 430 years lo the 
sole peregrination of the Israelites in Egypt, when it is 
clear, even by That Masorcte chronology elsewhere, a* 
well as from the express text itself, in ihe Samaritan, 
Septuagint, and Josephus, that they sojourned in 
Egypt hut half the time; and that by consequence, the 
other half of their peregrinations was in the land of 
Canaan, before they came into Egypt, is hard to say. 
Sec Essay on tlic Old Testament, p. 02, 03. 
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naan. Another reason of this was, that God had 
commanded him to bring- the people to Mount 
Sinai, that there they might ofler him sacrifices. 
Now when the Egyptians had overtaken the He¬ 
brews, they prepared to fight them, and by their 
multitude they drove them into a narrow place; 
for the number that pursued after them wa9 six 
hundred chariots, with fifty thousand horsemen, 
and two hundred thousand footmen, all armed. 
They also seized on the passages by which they 
imagined the Hebrews might fly, shutting them 
up* between inaccessible precipices and the sea; 
for there was [on each side] a [ridge of] moun¬ 
tains that terminated at the sea, which were im¬ 
passable by reason of their roughness, and ob¬ 
structed their flight; wherefore they there press¬ 
ed upon the Hebrews with their army, where the 
[ridges of] the mountains were closed with the 
sea, which army they placed at the chops of the 
mountains, that so they might deprive them of 
any passage into the plain. 

4. When the Hebrews, therefore, were neither 
able to bear up, being thus, as it were, besieged, 
because they wanted provisions, nor saw any 

ossible way of escaping; and if they should 
avc thought of fighting, they had no weapons, 
they expected a universal destruction, unless 
they delivered themselves up voluntarily to the 
Egyptians. So they laid the blame on Moses, 
ana forgot all the signs that had been wrought 
by God for the recovery of their freedom; and 
this so far, that their incredulity prompted them 
to throw stones at the prophet, while he encou¬ 
raged them and promised them deliverance; and 
they resolved that they would deliver themselves 
up to the Egyptians. So there was sorrow and 
lamentation among the women and children, who 
had nothing but destruction before their eyes, 
while they were encompassed with mountains, 
the sea, and their enemies, and discerned no way 
of flying from them. 

5. But Moses, though the multitude looked 
fiercely at him, did not, however, give over the 
care of them, but despised all dangers out of his 
trust in God, who, as he had afforded them the 
several steps already taken for the recovery of 
their liberty, which he had foretold them, would 
not now suffer them to be subdued by their ene¬ 
mies, to be either made slaves, or be slain by 
them. And standing in the midst of them, he 
said, “ It is not just for us to distrust even men, 
when they have hitherto well managed our af¬ 
fairs, as if they would not be the same men here¬ 
after: but it is no better than madness at this 
time to despair of the providence of God, by 
whose power all those things have been perform¬ 
ed whroh he promised, when you expected no 
such things: I mean, all that I have been con¬ 
cerned in for your deliverance, and escape from 
slavery. Nay, when we are in the utmost dis¬ 
tress, as you see we are, we ought the rather to 
hope that God will succor us, by whose opera¬ 
tion it is that we are now encompassed within 
this narrow place, that he may deliver us out of 
such difficulties as are otherwise insurmountable, 
and out of which neither you nor your enemies 
expect you can be delivered, nnd may at once 
demonstrate his own power, and his providence 

* Take the main part of Relnnd’s excellent note here, 
which greatly Illustrates Josephus, and the Scripture, 
In this history, asfollows: “A traveler,” says Reland, 
“whose name wns Eneman, when he returned out of 
Egypt, told me that he went the same way from Egypt to 
Mount Sinai,which lie supposed the Isracliteaofold tra¬ 
veled; and that ho found several rnountninous tracts, 
ihat ran down towards ihe Red Sea. He thought the Is¬ 
raelites hail proceeded as far ns the desert of Ethnm, 
Exod. xiil. 20,whcn they wore commanded by God to re¬ 
turn back, Exod. xiv.2, and to pitcli their camp between 
Mlgdol and thescajand that when they were not able to 
Gy unless by sea, they were shut in on each side by 
mountains. He also thought we might evidently learn 
fence, how it might be said that the Israelites were in 


over us. Nor d-oes God use to give his help in 
small difficulties to those whom he favors. Dut 
in such cases where no one can see how any 
hope in man can better their condition. Depend 
therefore upon such a protector as is able to 
make small things great, and to show that this 
mighty force against you is nothing but weak¬ 
ness, and be not affrighted at the Egyptian army, 
nor do you despair of being preserved because 
the sea before, and the mountains behind, afford 
you no opportunity for flying, for even these 
mountains, if God so please, may be made plain 
ground for you, and the sea become dry land.” 

CHAP. XVI. 

How the Sea was divided asunder for the He¬ 
brews , when they were pursued by the Egyp¬ 
tians , and so gave them an opportunity of es¬ 
caping from them. 

5 1. When Moses had said this, he led them 
to the sea, while the Egyptians looked on, for 
they were within sight. Now these were so dis¬ 
tressed by the toil of the pursuit, that they 
thought proper to put off figfiting till the next 
day. But when Moses was come to the sea¬ 
shore, he took his rod, and made supplication to 
God, and called upon him to be their helper and 
assistant; and said, “Thou art not ignorant, O 
Lord, that it is beyond human strength and hu¬ 
man contrivance to avoid the difficulties we are 
now under, but it must be thy work altogether 
to procure deliverance to this army, which has 
left Egypt at thy appointment. Wc despair of 
any other assistance or contrivance, and have 
recourse only to that hope we have in thee; and 
if there be any method that can promise us an 
escape by thy providence, we look up to thee for 
it. And let it come quickly, and manifest thy 
power to us; and do thou raise up this people 
unto good courage and hope of deliverance, who 
are deeply sunk into a disconsolate state of mind. 
We are in a helpless place, but still it is a place 
that thou possessest; out still the sea is thine, 
the mountains that enclose us are thine: so that 
these mountains will open themselves, if thou 
commandest them, and tne sea also, if thou com- 
mandest it, will become dry land. Nay, we 
might escape by a flight through the air, if thou 
shouldst determine we should have that way of 
salvation.” 

2. When Moses had thus addressed himself to 
God, he smote the sea with his rod, which parted 
asunder at the stroke, and receiving those waters 
into itself, left the ground dry, as a road, and a 
place of flight for the Hebrews. Now when 
Moses saw thi3 appearance of God, and that the 
aea went out of its own place, and left dry land, 
he went first of all into it, and bid the Hebrews 
to follow him along that divine road, and to re¬ 
joice nt the danger their enemies that followed 
them were in; and gave thanks to God for this 
so surprising a deliverance which appeared from 
him. 

3. Now while these Hebrews made no stay, 
but went on earnestly, as led by God’s presence 
with them, the Egyptians supposed, at first, that 
they were distracted, and were going rashly upon 

Etlmm before they went over the sen, nnd yet might he 
said to hnve come into Eiharn lifter they had passed 
over the sea nlso. Resides, he gave an account how 
lie passed over a river in a t*oai near the city Sues, 
which hesnys must needs he the Ilcroopolis of the an¬ 
cients, since that city could not he situate any where 
else in that neighborhood.” 

As to the famous passage produced here by Dr. Rer- 
nnrd, out of Herodotus, na the most ancient Heathen 
testimony of the Israelites’ coming from tho Red Sea 
into Palestine, Rishop Cumberland haa shown that it 
belongs to the Old Cannnnile or Phenician shepherds, 
and their retiring out of Egypt into Canaan or Pheni- 
cia, long before the days of Moses. Sanchoniatho, 
p. 374, &c. 
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manifest destruction. But when they saw that 
they were gone a great way without any harm, 
and that no obstacle or difficulty fell in their 
journey, they made haste to pursue them, hoping 
that the sea would be calm for them also. They 
put their horse foremost, and went down them¬ 
selves into the sea. Now the Hebrews, while 
these were putting on their armor, and therein 
spending their time, were beforehand with them, 
and escaped them, and got first over to the land 
on the other side, without any hurt. "W hence 
the others were encouraged, and more courage¬ 
ously pursued them, as hoping no harm would 
come to them neither: but the Egyptians were 
not aware that they went into a road made for 
the Hebrews, and not for others; that this road 
was made for the deliverance of those in danger, 
but not for those that were earnest to make use 
of it for the others’ destruction. As soon, there¬ 
fore,as ever the whole Egyptian army was within 
it, the sea flowed to its own place, and came 
down with a torrent raised by storms of wind,* 
and encompassed the Egyptians. Showers of 
rain also came down from the sky, and dreadful 
thunders and lightning, with flashes of fire. 
Thunderbolts also were darted upon them. Nor 
was there any thing which uses to be sent by 
God upon men, as indications of his wrath, which 
did not happen at this time, for a dark and dismal 
night oppressed them. And thus did all these 
men perish, so that there was not one man left 
to be a messenger of this calanfty to the rest 
of the Egyptians. 

4. But the Hebrews were not able to contain 
themselves for joy at their wonderful deliverance, 

* Of these storms of wind, thunder, and lightning, 
at this drowning of Pharaoh’s army, almost wanting in 
our copies of Exodus, but fully extant in that of David, 
Psal. Ixxvii. 16, 17, 18, and in that of Josephus here, 
see Essay on the Old Testament, append, p. 154,155. 

f What some have here objected against this passage 
of the Israelites over the Red Sea, in this one night, 
from the common maps, viz., that this sea being here 
about thirty miles broad, so great an army could not 
pass over it in so short a time, is a great mistake. 
Mon9. Thevcnot, an authentic eye-witness, informs us, 
that this sea, for about five days’journey, is nowhere 
more than about eight or nine miles over across, and 
in one place but four or five miles, according to De 
Lisle’s map, which is made from the best travelers 
themselves, and not copied from others.—What lias been 
farther objected against this passage of the Israelites, 
and drowning of the Egyptians, being miraculous also, 
viz., That Moses might carry the Israelites over at a 
low tide, without any miracle, while yet the Egyptians, 
not knowing the tide so well as he, might be drowned 
upon the return of the tide, is a strange story indeed: as 
if Moses, who never had lived here, could know the 
quantity and time of the flux and reflux of the Red Sea, 
better than the Egyptians themselves in its neighbor¬ 
hood! Yet does Artapanus, an ancient heathen histori¬ 
an inform us, that this was what the more ignorant Me- 
mophites, who lived at a great distance, pretended; tlio’ 
he confesses, that the more learned Heliopolitans, who 
lived much nearer, owned the destruction of the Egyp¬ 
tians, and the deliverance of the Israelites, to have 
been miraculous. And De Castro, a mathematician, 
who surveyed this sea with great exactness, informs us, 
that there is no great flux or reflux in this part of the 
Red Sea, to give a color to this hypothesis; nay, that at 
the elevation of the tide there is little above half the 
height of a man. See Essay on the Old Testament, ap¬ 
pend. p. 239, 240. So vain and groundless are these 
and the like evasions and subterfuges of our modern 
sceptics and unbelievers; and so certainly do thorough 
inquiries, and authemic evidence, disprove and confute 
such evasions and subterfuges upon all occasions. 

I Whatthat hexameter verse, in which Moses’strium- 
phant song is here said to be written, distinctly means, 
our present ignorance of the old Hebrew metre or mea¬ 
sure will not let us determine. Nor does it appear to 
me certain, that even Josephus himself had a distinct 
notion of it, though he speaks of several sorts of that 
metre or measure, both here and elsewhere, Antiq. 
b. iv. chap. viii. sect. xliv. and b. vii. chap. xii. sect. iii. 

$ Take here the original passages of the four old au¬ 
thors that still remain, as to this transit of Alexander 
the Great over the Pamphylian Sea; I mean of Callie- 

9 


and destruction of their enemies; now indeed 
supposing themselves firmly delivered. when 
those that would have forced them into slavery 
were destroyed, and when they found they hacl 
God so evidently for their protector. And now 
these Hebrews having escaped the danger they 
were in, after this manner; and besides that, 
seeing their enemies punished in such a way as 
is never recorded of any other men whomsoever, 
were all the night employed in singing of hymns, 
and in mirth.f Moses also composed a song unto 
God, containing his praises, and a thanksgiving 
for his kindness, in hexameterj verse. 

5. As for himself, 1 have delivered every part 
of this history as I found it in the sacred books: 
nor let any one$ wonder at the strangeness of 
the narration, if a way were discovered to those 
men of old time, who were free from the wick¬ 
edness of the modern ages, whether it happened 
by the will of God, or whether it happened of its 
own accord; while, for the sake of those that ac¬ 
companied Alexander, king of Macedonia, who 
yet lived comparatively but a little while ago, 
the Pamphylian sea retired and aflorded them a 
passage through itself, when they had no other 
way to go; 1 mean, when it was the will of God 
to destroy the monarchy of the Persians: and 
this is confessed to be true by all that have writ¬ 
ten about the actions of Alexander. But as to 
these events, let every one determine as he 
pleases. 

6. On the next day Moses gathered togethei 
the weapons of the Egyptians, which were 
brought to the camp of the Hebrews, by the 
current of the sea, and the force of the wind re- 

thenes, Strabo, Arian, and Appian.—As to Callisthe- 
nes, who himself accompanied Alexander in this ex¬ 
pedition, Eustathius, in his notes upon the third Iliad of 
Homer, (as Dr. Bernard here informs us,) says, That 
“this Callisthenes wrote, how the Pamphylian sea did 
not only open a passage for Alexander, but, rising and 
elevating its waters, did pay him homage as its kins.”— 
Strabo’s account is this, Greg. b. xiv. p. 66G. “Xow 
about Phaselis is that narrow passage, by the sea side, 
through which Alexander led his army. There is a 
mountain called Climax, which adjoins to the sea of 
Panipliylia, leaving a narrow passage on the shore, 
which in calm weather is bare, so as to be passable by 
travelers, but when the sea overflows, it is covered to 
a great degree by waves. Now then, the ascent by the 
mountains being round about, and steep, in still wea¬ 
ther they make use of the road along tbe coast. But 
Alexander fell into the winter season, and committing 
himself chiefly to fortune, he marched on before the 
waves retired, and so it hapj>ened that they were a 
whole day in journeying over it, and were under wa¬ 
ter up to the navel.”—Arian’s account is this, b. i. p. 
72, 73. “When Alexander removed from Phaselis, he 
sent some part of his army over the mountains to Per¬ 
ga; which road the Thracians showed him. A difficult 
way it was, but short. However, he himself conduc¬ 
ted those that were with him by the sea shore. This 
road is impassable at any other time than when the 
north wind blows; but if the south wind prevail, there is 
no passing by the shore. Now at thistime,after strong 
south winds, a north wind blew; and that not without 
the Divine Providence, (as both he ami they that were 
with him supposed,) and afforded him an easy and quick 
passage.” Appian, when he compares Ciesar and Alex¬ 
ander together, (De Bel. Civil. 1>. ii. p.522.) says, “That 
they both depended on their boldness and fortune, as 
much as on their skill in war. As an instaneeof which, 
Alexander journeyed over a country without water in 
the heat of summer, to the oracle of [Jupiter] Ham- 
mon, and quickly passed over the Bay of Pamphylia 
when, by Divine Providence, the sea was cut off; l ms 
Providence restraining the sea on his account, s j it 
had sent rain when he traveled [over the desert.]” 

N. B. Since, in the days of Josephus, as he assures 
us, all the more numerous original historians of Alcxan 
dergave the account he has here set down, as to tlit. 
Providential going back of the waters of the Pnmphy- 
lian sea, when he was going with his army to destroy 
the Persian monarchy, which the forenamed author** 
now remaining fully confirm, it is without all jusi. 
foundation, that Josephus is here blamed, by s line late 
writers, for quoting those ancient authors jpon the 
present occasion. Nor can the reflections of Flo* 
F 2 
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sifetin®; it, and he conjectured that this also hap¬ 
pened by Divine Providence, that so they might 
not be destitute of weapons. So when he had 
ordered the Hebrews to arm themselves with 

tarch, or any other author later than Josephus, he in 
the least here alleged to contradict him. Josephus 
went by all 1 lie evidence he then had, and that evi¬ 
dence of the most authentic sort also. i?o that what- 


OF THE JEWS. 

them, he led them to mount Sinai, in order to 
offer sacrifice to God, and to render oblation for 
the salvation of themultitude, as he was charged 
beforehand. 

ever the moderns may think of the thing itself, there 
is hence, not the least rolor for finding fault with Jose¬ 
phus; he would rather have been much to blame had he 
omitted these quotations. 


BOOK III. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO YEARS.—FROM THE EXODUS OUT OF EGYPT, TO THE 
REJECTION OF THAT GENERATION. 


CHAP. I. 

How . Moses , when he had brought the People out 

of Egypt , led them to mount Sinai, but not till 

they had suffered much in their Journey. 

\ 1. When the Hebrews had obtained such a 
wonderful deliverance, the country was a great 
trouble to them, for it was entirely a desert, and 
without all sustenance for them; and also had 
exceeding little water, so that it not only was 
not at all sufficient for the men, but not enough to 
feed any of the cattle, for it was parched up, and 
had no moisture that might afford nutriment to 
the vegetables; so they were forced to travel 
over this country, as having no other country 
but this to travel in. They had indeed carried 
water along with them from the land over which 
they had travelled before, a« their conductor had 
bidden them: but when that was spent, they 
were obliged to draw water out of wells, with 
pain, by reason of the hardness of the soil. 
Moreover, what water they found was bitter, 
and not fit for drinking, and this in small quanti¬ 
ties also. And as they thus travelled, they came 
late in the evening to a place called ‘Marah,’* 
which had this name from the badness of its 
water, for Mar denotes bitterness. Thither thej 
came afflicted, both by the tediousness of their 
journey, and by their want of food, for it entirely 
failed them at that time. Now here was a well, 
which made them choose to stay in the place, 
which, although it were not sufficient to satisfy 
so great an army, did yet afford them some com¬ 
fort, as found in such desert places; for they 
heard from those that had been to search, that 
there was nothing to be found, if they travelled 
farther. Yet was this water bitter, and not fit 
for men to drink; and not only so, but it was 
intolerable even to the cattle themselves. 

2. When Moses saw how much the people 
were cast down, and that the occasion of it could 
not be contradicted, for the people were not in 
the nature of a complete army of men, who 
might oppose a manly fortitude to the necessity 
that distressed them; the multitude of the chil¬ 
dren, and of the women also, being of too weak 
capacities to be persuaded by reason, blunted 
the courage of the men themselves. Moses 
therefore was in great difficulties, and made 

* Dr. Bernard lakes notice here, that this place. Mar, 
where the waters were biller, is called by lhc Syrians 
and Arabians Marari, and by the Syrians sometimes 
Morath, all derived from the Hebrew Alar: he also takes 
notice, that it is called the Litter fountain by Pliny him¬ 
self Which waters remain there to ibis day, and arc 
still hitler, as Thcvenot assures us; and that there are 
also nbumlancc of palm trees, sec bis Travels, part i. 
chap. xxvi. p. ICO. 

t The nddiiionshere to Moses’s account of the sweet¬ 
ening of the water at Marah, seem derived from some 
ancient profane author, and he such an author also ns 
looks less authentic than are usually followed by Jose¬ 
phus. Philo has not n syllable of these ndditionB, nor 
any other more ancient writer that we know of. Had 
Josephus written these his Antiquities for the use of 
Jews, he would hardly have given them these very 
improbable circumstances; but writing to Gentiles, that 


every body’s calamity to be his own: for they 
ran all of them to him, and begged of him; the 
women begged for their infants, and the. men for 
the women, that he would not overlook them, but 
would procure some way or other for their deli¬ 
verance. He therefore betook himself to prayer 
to God, that lie would change the water from its 
present badness, and make it fit for drinking. 
And when God had granted him that favor, he 
took the top of a stick that lay down at his feet, 
and divided it in the middle, and made the sec¬ 
tion lengthwise. He then let it down into the 
well, and persuaded the Hebrews that God had 
hearkened to his prayers, and had promised to 
render the water such as they desired it to be, 
in ca*e they would be subservient to him in what 
he should enjoin them to do; and this not after a 
remiss or negligent manner. And when they 
asked, what they w ere to do in order to have the 
water cjianged for the better, he bid the strong¬ 
est men among them that stood there, to draw 
up water;f an d told them that when thegreatest 
part was drawn up, the remainder would be fit 
to drink: so they labored nt it till the water 
was so agitated and purged as to be fit to drink. 

3. And now removing from thence, they came 
to Klim; which place looked well at a distance, 
for there was a grove of palm-trees; but when 
they came near it, it appeared to be a bad place, 
for the palm-trees were no more than seventy, 
and they were ill grown nnd creeping trees, bv 
the want of water, for the country about w r as all 
parched, and no moisture sufficient to water them, 
and make them hopeful and useful, was derived 
to them from the fountains, which were in num¬ 
ber twelve; they were rather a few moist places 
than springs, which not breaking out of the 
ground, nor running over, could not sufficiently 
water the trees. And when they dug into the 
sand, they met with no water; and if they took 
a few drops of it into their hands, they found it 
to be useless, on account of its mud. The trees 
also were too weak to bear fruit, for want of being 
sufficiently cherished and enlivened by the wa¬ 
ter. So they laid the blame on their conductor, 
nnd made heavy complaints against him; and 
said, that this their miserable state, and the ex- 

f >erienccthey had of adversity, wereowingto him, 
or that they had then journeyed an entire thirty 

they might not complain of ills omission of any accounts 
of such miracles derived from Gentiles, liedid notthink 
proper to conceal what he had met with there about 
this matter; which procedure is perfectly agreeable to 
the charncter nnd usage of Josephus upon many occa¬ 
sions. This note is, 1 confess, barely conjectural: and 
since Josephus never tells us when his own copy, ta¬ 
ken nut of the temple, had such additions, or when any 
ancient notes supplied them; or indeed when they are 
derived from Jewish, nnd when from Gentile antiqui¬ 
ty, we can go no farther than bare conjectures in such 
cases; only the notions of Jews were generally so dif¬ 
ferent from those of Gentiles, that we may sometimes 
make no improbable conjectures to which sort such ad¬ 
ditions belong. See also somewhat like these additions 
In Josephus’s account of Elisha’s making sweet the 
bitter and barren spring near Jericho. Of the Wat, 
b. iv. chap. viil. sect 3 
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days, and had spent all the provisions they had 
brought with them, and meeting with no relief, 
they were in a very desponding condition. And 
by fixing their attention upon nothing but their 
present misfortunes, they were hindered from 
remembering what deliverances they had recei¬ 
ved from God, and those by the virtue and wis¬ 
dom of Moses also; so they were very angry at 
their conductor, and were zealous in their at¬ 
tempt to stone him, as the direct occasion of their 
present miseries. 

4. But as for Moses himself, while the multi¬ 
tude were irritated and bitterly set against him, 
he cheerfully relied upon God, and upon the con¬ 
sciousness ot the care he had taken of these his 
own people: and he came into the midst of them 
even while they clamored against him, and had 
stones in their hands in order to despatch him. 
Now he was of an agreeable presence, and very 
able to persuade the people by his speeches; ac¬ 
cordingly, he began to mitigate their anger, and 
exhorted, them not to be overmindful of their 
present adversities, lest they should thereby suf¬ 
fer the benefits that had formerly been bestowed 
on them to slip out of their memories; and he 
desired them by no means, on account of their 
present uneasiness, to cast those great and won¬ 
derful favors and gifts, which they had obtained 
of God out of their minds, but to expect deli¬ 
verance out of those their present troubles, which 
they could not free themselves from, and this 
by the means of that divine Providence which 
watched over them; seeing it is probable, that 
God tries their virtue, and exercises their pa¬ 
tience by these adversities, that it may appear 
what fortitude they have, and what memory they 
retain of his former wonderful works in their fa¬ 
vor, and whether they will not think of them 
upon occasion of the miseries they now feel. He 
told them, it appeared they were not really good 
men, either in patience, or in remembering what 
had been successfully done for them, sometimes 
by contemning God and his commands, when by 
those commands they left the land of Egypt, and 
sometimes by behaving themselves ill towards 
him who was the servant of God, and this when 
he had never deceived them, either in what he 
said, or had ordered them to do by God’s com¬ 
mands. He also put them in mind of all that had 
passed: how the Egyptians were destroyed when 
they attempted to detain them, contrary to the 
command of God; and after what manner the 
very same river was to the others blood}', and 
not fit for drinking, but was to them sweet, and 
fit for drinking; and how they went a new road 
through the sea, which fled a long way from 
them, by which very means they were themselves 
preserved, but saw their enemies destroyed; and 
that when they were in want of weapons, God 
gave them plenty of them; and so he recounted 
all the particular instances, how when they were, 
in appearance, just going to be destroyed, God 
had saved them in a surprising manner: that he 
had still the same power; and that they ought 
not even now to despair of his providence over 
them: and accordingly he exhorted them to con¬ 
tinue quiet, and to consider that help would not 
come too late, though it come not immediately, 
if it be present with them before they sutler any 
great misfortune; that they ought to reason thus; 
that God delays to assist them, not because he 
has no regard to them, but because he will first 
try their fortitude, and the pleasure they take in 
their freedom, that he may learn whether you 
have souls great enough to bear want of food, 
and scarcity of water on its account; or whether 
you love to oe slaves, as cattle are slaves to such 
as own them, and feed them liberally, but only 

* It seems to me, from what Moses, Exod. xvi. 18. St. 
Paul, 2 Cor. viii. 15. and Josephus here says, compared 
together, that the quantity of manna that fell daily, and 
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in order to . make them more useful in their ser¬ 
vice. That as for himself, he shall not be so 
much concerned for his own preservation; for if 
he die unjustly, he shall not reckon it any afflic¬ 
tion, but that he is concerned for them, lest, by 
easting stones at him, they should be thought to 
condemn God himself. 

5. By this means Moses pacified the people, 
and restrained them from stoning him, and 
brought them to repent of what they were going 
to do. And because he thought the necessity 
they were under made their passion less unjus¬ 
tifiable, he thought he ought to apply himself lo 
God by prayer and supplication; and going up 
to an eminence, he requested of God some suc¬ 
cor for the people, and some way of deliverance 
from the want they w r ere in, because in him, 
and in him alone, was their hope of salvation: 
and he desired that he would forgive what ne¬ 
cessity had forced the people to do, since such 
was the nature of mankind, hard to please, and 
very complaining under adversities. According¬ 
ly, God promised he would take care of them, 
and afford them the succor they were desirous 
of. Now when Moses had heard this from God, 
he came down to the multitude. But as soon 
as they saw him joyful at the promises he had 
received from Cod, they changed their sad 
countenances into gladness. So he placed him¬ 
self in the midst of them, and told them he came 
to bring them from God a deliverance out of 
their present distresses. Accordingly, a little 
after came a vast number of quails, which is a 
bird more plentiful in this Arabian gulf than any 
where else, flying over the sea, and hovered 
over them, till, wearied with their laborious 
flight, and indeed, as usual flying very near to 
the earth, they fell down upon the Hebrews, who 
caught them, and satisfied their hunger with 
them, and supposed that this was the^ method 
whereby God meant to supply them with food. 
Upon which Moses returned thanks to God for 
affording them his assistance so suddenly, and 
sooner than he had promised them. 

6. B.ut presently after this first supply of food, 
he sent them a second: for as Moses was lifting 
up his hands in prayer, a dew fell down; and 
Moses, when he found it stick to his hands, sup¬ 
posed this was also come for food from God to 
them; he tasted it, and perceiving that the peo¬ 
ple knew not what it was, and thought it snowed, 
and that it was what usually fell at that time of 
the year, he informed them, that this dew did 
not fall from heaven after the manner they 
imagined, but came for their preservation and sus¬ 
tenance. So he tasted it, and gave them some 
of it, that they might be satisfied about what he 
had told them. They also imitated their con¬ 
ductor, and were pleased with the food, for it was 
like honey in sweetness and pleasant taste, but 
like in its body to bdellium, one of the sweet 
spices, but in bigness equal to coriander-seed. 
And very earnest they were in gathering it; but 
they were enjoined to gather it equally,* the 
measure of a homer for each man every day, 
because this food should not come in too small a 
quantity, lest the weaker might not be able to 
get their share, by reason of the overbearing of 
the strong in collecting it. However, these 
strong men, when they had gathered more thar 
the measure appointed for their, they had no 
more than others, but only tired themselves 
more in gathering it, for tncy found no more 
than a homer apiece; and the advantage they 
got by what was superfluous was none at all, ft 
corrupting, both by the worms breeding in it, 
and by its bitterness. So divine and wonderful 
a food this was! It also supplied the want of 

did not putrify, was just so much as came to a homer 
apiece through the whole host of Israel and no more. 
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other sorts of food to those that fed on it. And 
even now in all that place this manna comes 
down iu rain.* according to what Moses then ob¬ 
tained of God, to send it to the people for their 
sustenance. Now the Hebrews call this food 
‘manna,’ for the particle ‘man,’ in our language, 
is the asking of a question. What is this? So the 
Hebrews were very joyful at w hat tvas sent them 
from heaven. Now they made use of this food 
for forty years, or as long as they were in the 
wilderness. 

7. As soon as they were removed thence, they 
came to Rrphidim, being distressed to the last 
degree by thirst; and while in the foregoing days 
they had lit on a few small fountains, but now 
found the earth entirely destitute of w’ater, they 
were in an evil case. They again turned their 
anger against Moses; but lie at first avoided the 
l'ury of the multitude, and then betook himself 
to prayer to God, beseeching him that as he had 
given them food when they were in the greatest 
want of it, so he would give them drink, since 
the favor of giving them food was of no value 
to them while they had nothing to drink. And 
God did not delay to give it them, but promised 
Moses that he would procure them a fountain 
and plenty of water from a place they did not 
expect any: so he commanded him to smite the 
rockf which they saw lying there, with his rod, 
and out of it to receive plenty of what they 
wanted; for he had taken care, that drink should 
come to them without any labor or pains-taking. 
When Moses had received this command from 
God, he came to the people who waited for him, 
and looked upon him, for they saw’ already that 
he was coming apace from his eminence. As 
soon as he was come, he told them that God 
would deliver them from their present distress, 
and had granted them an unexpected favor; 
and informed them, that n river should run for 
their sakes out of the rock. But they were 
amazed at that hearing, supposing they were of 
necessity to cut the rock in pieces, now they 
were distressed by their thirst and by their jour¬ 
ney; while Moses, only smiting the rock with his 
rod, opened a pa.-sage, and out of it burst out 
water, and that in great abundance, and very 
clear. But they were astonished at this won¬ 
derful effect, and, as it were, quenched their 
thirst by the yen' sight of it. So they drank this 
pleasant, this sweet water; and such it seemed to 
i>e, as might W’ell be expected where God was 
the donor. They were also in admiration how 
Mo*es w*as honored by God; and they made 
grateful returns of sacrifices to God for his pro¬ 
vidence towards them. Now’ that Scripture 
which is laid up in the templej informs us, how 
God foretold to Moses, that tvater should in this 
manne r be derived out of the rock. 

CHAP. II. 

How the Amalckitcs , and the neighboring Na¬ 
tions, made war with the Hebrews , and were 

beaten , and lost a great part of their Army. 

^ 1. The name of the Hebrews began already 
to be every where renowned, and rumors about 

* This snpposnl, that the sweet honey (letv, or manna, 
so celebrated in ancient nnd modern authors, ns falling 
usually in Arahin, was of the very same sort with this 
manna sent to the Israelites, savors more of Gcntilism 
than of Judaism or Christianity. Il is not improbable 
that some ancient Gentile author, read by Josephus, so 
thought; nor would he here contradict him, though just 
lefore,and Antiq. H. iv. rlinp. lii. sort. ii. he seems di¬ 
rectly to allow that it had not been seen l»efore. How¬ 
ever, this food from Heaven is here described to he • like 
snow;’ nnd In Artapanus, a henthen writer, it Is com¬ 
pared to * meal, like to oatmeal, in color like to snow, 
rained down by God,’ Essay on the Old Testament, ap¬ 
pend. p. 230. Rut ns to the derivation of the word 
• mantis,’whether from Man. which Josephus says then 
signified, what is it? or from * mannab,’ to divide, i. e. 


them ran abroad. This made the inhabitants of 
those countries to be in no small fear. Accord¬ 
ingly, they sent ambassadors to one another, and 
exhorted one another to defend themselves, and 
to endeavor to destroy these men. Those that 
induced the rest to do so, were such as inhabited 
Goboiitis and Petra. They were called ‘Arna- 
lekites,’ and were the rno'st warlike of the na¬ 
tions that lived thereabout; and whose kings ex¬ 
horted one another, and their neighbors, to go 
to this war against the Hebrews; tefling them that 
an army of strangers and such a one as had run 
away from slavery under the Egyptians, lay in 
wait to ruin them, which army they were not, in 
common prudence and regard to their own safe¬ 
ty, to overlook, but to crusn them before they ga¬ 
ther strength, and come to be in prosperity,' and 
perhaps attack them first in a hostile manner, as 
presuming upon our indolence in not attacking 
them before; and that we ought to avenge our¬ 
selves of them for what they have done in the 
wilderness, but that this cannot be so well done 
when they have once laid their hands on our 
cities, and our goods: that those who endeavor 
to crush a power in its first rise, are wiser than 
those that endeavor to put a stop to its pro¬ 
gress, when it is become formidable; for these 
last seem to be angry only at the flourishing of 
others, but the former do not leave any room for 
their enemies to become troublesome to them. 
After they had sent such embassages to the 
neighboring nations, and among one arother, 
they resolved to attack the Hebrews in battle. 

2. These proceedings of the people of these 
countries occasioned perplexity and trouble to 
Moses, who expected no such warlike prepara¬ 
tions. And when these nations w’ere ready to 
fight, and the multitude of the Hebrews w’ere 
obliged to try the fortune of war, they were in a 
mighty disorder, and in want of all necessaries, 
and yet were to make war with men who were 
thoroughly well prepared for it. Then therefore 
it wa« that Moses began to encourage them, and 
to exhort them to have a good heart, and rely on 
God’s assistance, by which they had been ad¬ 
vanced into a state of freedom, and to hope for 
victory o\er those who were ready to fight with 
them, in order to deprive them of that blessing. 
That they w ere to suppose their own army to be 
numerous, wanting nothing, neither weapons, 
nor money, nor provisions, nor such other conve¬ 
niences as when men are iu possession of, they 
fight undauntedly; and that they are to judge 
themselves to have all these advantages in the 
divine assistance. They are also to suppose the 
enemy’s army to be small, unarmed, weak, and 
such as want those conveniences which they 
know* must be wanted, when it is God’s will that 
they shall be beaten. And how valuable God’s 
assistance is. they had experienced in abun¬ 
dance of trials; and tho«e such as were more 
terrible than war, for that is only ngainst men. 
but these were against famine and thirst; things 
indeed that were in their own nature insuperable; 
as also ngainst mountains, and that sea which af¬ 
forded them no way of escaping; yet had all 
these difficulties been conquered by God’s gra- 

a dividend or portion allotted to every one, it is uncer¬ 
tain: 1 incline to the latter derivation. Tills manna i3 
called * angels’ food,’ Psnl. ixviii. 23. nnd by our Saviour, 
John vi. 31. <fcc. n9 well ns by Josephus here and else¬ 
where, Antiq. R. iii. chap. v. sect. iii. said to be sent the 
Jews from heaven. 

f This rock is there to this day. as the travelers agree, 
and must he the same as was there in the days of 
Moses, as being too Inrgc to be brought thither by our 
modem carriages. 

I Note here, that this small book of the principal laws 
of Moses, is ever said to be laid up in the holy house 
itself; hut the larger Pentateuch, as here, somewhere 
within the limits of the temple and its courts only 
See Antiq. R. v. ch. i. sect. 17. 
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cious Kindness to them. So he exhorted them to 
be courageous at this time, and to look upon their 
entire prosperity to depend on the present con¬ 
quest of their enemies. 

3. And with these words did Moses encourage 
the multitude, who then called together the 
princes of their tribes, and their chief men, both 
separately and conjointly. The young men he 
charged to obey their elders, an'd the elders to 
hearken to their leader. So the people %vere 
elevated in their minds, and ready to try their 
fortune in battle, and hoped to be thereby at 
length delivered from all their miseries: nay, 
they desired that Moses would immediately lead 
them against their enemies without the least de¬ 
lay, that no backwardness might be a hindrance 
to their present resolution. So Moses sorted all 
that were fit for war into different troops; and 
set Joshua, the son of Nun, of the tribe of 
Ephraim, over them; one that was of great cou¬ 
rage, and patient to undergo labors; of great 
abilities to understand, and to speak what was 
proper; and very serious in the worship of God; 
and indeed made, like another Moses, a teacher 
of piety towards God. He also appointed a small 
party of the armed men to be near the water; 
and to take care of the children, and the women, 
and of the entire camp. So that whole night 
they prepared themselves for the battle: they 
took their weapons, if any of them had such as 
were well made, and attended to their command¬ 
ers, as ready to rush forth to the battle, as soon 
as Moses should give the word of command. 
Moses also kept awake, teaching Joshua after 
what manner he should order his camp. But 
when the day began, Moses called for Joshua 
again, and exhorted him to approve himself in 
deeds, such a one as his reputation made men 
expect from him; and to gain glory by the pre¬ 
sent expedition, in the opinion of those under 
him, for his exploits in this battle. He also gave 
a particular exportation to the principal men of 
the Hebrews, and encouraged the whole army 
as it stood armed before him. And when he had 
thus animated the army, both by his words and 
works, and prepared every thing, he retired to a 
mountain, and committed the army to God and 
to Joshua. 

4. So the armies joined battle; and it came to 
a close fight hand to hand, both sides showing 
great alacrity, and encouraging one another. 
And indeed while Moses stretched out his hands 
towards heaven,* the Hebrews were too hard for 
the Amalekites: but Moses not being able to 
sustain his hands thus stretched out, (for as 
often as he let down his hands, so often were his 
own people worsted,) he had his brother Aaron, 
and Hur, their sister Miriam’s husband, to stand 
on each side of him, and take hold of his hands, 
and not permit his weariness to prevent it, but 
to assist him in the extension of his hands. 
VV r hen this was done, the Hebrews conquered the 
Amalekites by main force; and indeed they had 
all perished, unless the approach of the night had 
obliged the Hebrews to aesist from killing any 
more. So our forefathers obtained a most signal 
and most seasonable victory; for they not only 
overcame those that fought against them, but 
terrified also the neighboring nations, and got 
great and splendid advantage, which they ob¬ 
tained of their enemies by their hard pains in 
this battle; for when they had taken the enemy’s 
camp, they got ready booty for the public, and 

* This eminent circumstance, that while Moses’s 
hands were lift up towards heaven, the Israelites pre¬ 
vailed, and while they were let down towardsthe earth, 
the Amalekites prevailed, seems to ine the earliest inti¬ 
mation we have of the proper posture, used of old, in 
solemn prayer, which was the stretching out of the 
hands, (and'eyes) towards heaven, as other passages of 
the Old and New Testament inform us. Nay, by the 
way, this posture seems to have continued in the Chris- 
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for their own private families, whereas till then 
they had not any sort of plenty, of even neces¬ 
sary food. The forementioned battle, when they 
had once got it, was also the occasion of their 
prosperity, not only for the present but for the fu¬ 
ture ages also; for they not only made slaves of 
the bodies of their enemies, but subdued their 
minds also; and, after this battle, become terri¬ 
ble to ail that dwelt round about them. More¬ 
over, they acquired a vast quantity of riches: for 
a great deal of silver and gold was left in the 
enemy’s camp; as also brazen vessels, which 
they made common use of in their families; many 
utensils also that were embroidered, there were 
of both sorts, that is, of what were weaved, and 
what were the ornaments of their armor, and 
other things that served for use in the family, 
and for the furniture of their rooms; they got 
also the prey of their cattle, and of whatsoever 
uses to follow camps when they remove from one 
place to another. So the Hebrews now valued 
themselves upon their courage, and claimed 
great merit for their valor; and they perpetual¬ 
ly inured themselves to take pains, by which they 
deemed every difficulty might be surmounted. 
Such were the consequences of this battle. 

5. On the next day Moses stripped the dead 
bodies of their enemies, and gathered together 
the armor of those that were fled, and gave re¬ 
wards to such as had signalized themselves in 
the action; and highly commended Joshua, their 
general, who was attested to by all the army, on 
account of the great actions he had done. Nor 
was any one of the Hebrews slain; but the slain 
of the enemy’s army were too many to be ehu- 
merated: so Moses offered sacrifices of thanks¬ 
giving to God, and built an altar, which he 
named, * the Lord the Conqueror.’ He also fore¬ 
told that the Amalekites should utterly be de¬ 
stroyed; and that hereafter none of them should 
remain, because they fought against the He¬ 
brews, and this when they were in the wilder¬ 
ness, and in their distress also. Moreover, he 
refreshed the army with feasting. And thus did 
they fight this first battle with those that ven¬ 
tured to oppose them, after they were gone out 
of Egypt. But, when Moses had celebrated this 
festival for the victory, he permitted the He¬ 
brews to rest for a few davs,and then he brought 
them out after the fight, in order of battle; for 
they had now many soldiers in light armor. 
And going gradually on, he came to Mount Si¬ 
nai, in three months’ time after they were re¬ 
moved out of Egypt; at which mountain, as we 
have before related, the vision of the bush, and 
the other wonderful appearances had happened. 

CHAP. III. 

That Moses kindly received his Faiher-in-Law , 

Jethro , when he came to him to Mount Sinai . 

$ 1. Now when Raguel, Moses’s father-in-law, 
understood in what a prosperous condition his af¬ 
fairs were, he willingly came to meet him: and 
Moses took Zipporah his wife, and his children, 
and pleased himself with his coming. And when 
he had offered sacrifice, he made a feast for the 
multitude near the bush he had formerly seen; 
which multitude, every one, according to their 
families, partook of the feast. But Aaron and 
his family took Raguel, and sung hymns to God, 
as to him who had been the author and procurer 
of their deliverance, and their freedom. They 

tian church, till the clergy, instead of learning their 
prayers by heart, -cad them out of a book, which is, in 
great measure, inconsistent with such an elevated pos¬ 
ture, and which seems tome to have been only a later 
practice, introduced under the corrupt state of„the 
church, though the constant use of divine forms of 
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving, appears to me to have 
been the practice of God’s people, Patriarchs, Jews, and 
Christians, in all the oast ages. 
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also praised their conductor, as him by whose 
virtue it was, that all things had succeeded so 
well with them. Raguel also, in his eucharisli- 
cal oration to Moses, made great encomiums 
upon the whole multitude: and he could not but 
admire Moses for his fortitude, and that huma¬ 
nity he had showed in the delivery of bis friends. 

CHAP. IV. 

How Raguel suggested to J\Ioses to set his People 
in Order, under their Rulers of Thousands, and 
Rulers of Hundreds, who lived without Order 
before: and how Moses complied in all things 
with his Father-in-law's Admonition. 

$ 1. The next day, as Raguel saw Moses in the 
midst of a crowd of business, (for he determined 
the differences of those that referred them to 
him, every one still going to him, and supposing 
that they should then only obtain justice if he 
were the arbitrator; and, those that lost their 
causes, thought it no harm, while they thought 
they lost them justly, and not by partiality.) Ra¬ 
guel, however, said nothing to him at that time, 
as not desirous to be any hindrance to such as 
had a mind to make use of the virtue of their 
conductor. Rut afterward he took him to him¬ 
self, and when he had him alone, he instructed 
him in what he ought to do; and advised him to 
leave the trouble of lesser causes to others, but 
himself to take care of the greater, and of the 
people’s safety, for that certain others of the He¬ 
brews might be found that were fit to determine 
causes, but that nobody but a Moses could take 
cate of the safety of so many ten thousands. Re 
not therefore, says he, insensible of thine own 
virtue, and what thou hast done by ministering 
under God to the people’s preservation. Permit, 
therefore, the determination of common causes 
to be done by others, but do thou reserve thy¬ 
self to the attendance on God only; and look out 
for methods of preserving the multitude from 
their present distress. Make use of the method 
I suggest to you as to human allairs; and take a 
review of the army, and appoint chosen rulers 
over tens of thousands, and then over thousands; 
then divide them into five hundreds, and again 
into hundreds, and into fifties; and set rulers 
over each of them, who may distinguish them into 
thirties, and keep them in order; and at last num¬ 
ber them by twenties and by tens: and let there 
be one commander over each number, to be de¬ 
nominated from the number of those over whom 
they are rulers, but these such as the whole mul¬ 
titude have tried, and do approve as being good 
and righteous men:* and let these rulers decide 
the controversies they have with one another. 
Rut if any great cause arise, let them bring the 
cognizance of it before the rulers of a higher 
dignity; but if any great dilliculty arise, that is 
too hard even for their determination, let them 
send it to thee. Ry these means two advantages 
will be gained: that the Hebrews will have jus¬ 
tice done them; nnd thou wilt be able to attend 
constantly on God, and procure him to be more 
favorable to the people. 

2. 'Phis was the admonition of Raguel; nnd 
Moses received his advice very kindly, and acted 
according to bis suggestion. Nor did be conceal 
the invention of this method, nor pretend to it 
himself, but informed the multitude who it was 
that invented it: nay, he has named Raguel in 

* This manner of electing the judges and officers of 
the Israelites by the testimonies and sutVrnges of the 
people, before they were ordained by God or by Moses, 
deserves to be carefully noted, because it was ltic pat¬ 
tern of the like manner of the choice and ordination of 
bishops, presbyters nnd deacons, in the Christian 
ciiitrch. 

t Sinrc this mountain Pinal is here said to be the 
highest of all the mountains that arc in that country, it 
must be Hint now called St. Katherine’s, which is one- 
third higher than that within a mile of it now called 
Sinai, as Mons. Tlievcnoi informs us, Travels, part L 
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the books he wrote as the person who invented 
this ordering of the people, as thinking it right 
to give a true testimony to worthy persons, al¬ 
though he might have gotten reputation by as¬ 
cribing to himself the inventions of other men. 
Whence we may learn the virtuous disposition 
of Moses: but of such his disposition, we shall 
have proper occasion to speak in other places of 
these books. 

CHAP. V. 

How Moses ascended up to Mount Sinai, and re¬ 
ceived Jjau'sfrom God, and delivered them to 

the Hebrews. 

$ 1. Now Moses called the multitude together 
and told them he was going from them unto mount 
Sinai, to converse with God; to receive from him, 
and to bring back with him a certain oracle; but 
he enjoined them to pitch their tents near the 
mountain, and prefer the habitation that was 
nearest to God, before one more remote. When 
he had said this, be ascended up to mount Sinai,f 
which is the highest of all the mountains that 
are in that countiy, and is not only very difficult 
to be ascended by men, on account of its vast al¬ 
titude, but because of the sharpness of its preci¬ 
pices also; nay, indeed, it cannot be looked at 
without pain of the eyes: and besides this, it 
was terrible and inaccessible, on account of the 
rumor that passed about, that God dwelt there. 
Rut the Hebrews removed their tents, as Moses 
had bidden them, and took possession of the low¬ 
est parts of the mountain; and were elevated in 
their minds, in expectation that Moses would 
return from God with promises of the good things 
he had proposed to them: so they feasted, and 
waited tor their conductor, and kept themselves 
pure, as in other respects, and not companying 
with their wives for three days, as he had before 
ordered them to do. And they prayed to God, 
that he would favorably receive closes in his 
conversing with him; and bestow some such gift 
upon them by which they might live well. They 
also lived more plentifully as to their diet, and 
put on their wives and children more ornamental 
and decent clothing than they usually wore. 

2. So they passed two days in this way of 
feasting; but on the third day, before the sun 
was up, a cloud spread itself over the whole camp 
of the Hebrews, such a one as none had before 
seen, and encompassed the place where they had 
pitched their tents; and while all the rest of the 
air was clear, there came strong winds, that 
raised up large showers of rain, which became a 
mighty tempest. There was also such lightning, 
as was terrible to those that saw it; and thunder 
with its thunderbolts were sent down, and de¬ 
clared God lobe there present in a gracious way 
to sucli ns Moses desired he should be gracious. 
Now, as to these matters, every one of my read¬ 
ers may think as he pleases: but I am under a 
necessity of relating this history, as it is descri¬ 
bed in "the sacred hooks. This sight, and the 
nmnzing sounds that came to their ears, disturb¬ 
ed the Hebrews to a prodigious degree, for they 
were not such as they were accustomed to: and 
then tho rumor that was spread abroad, how 
God frequented that mountain, grently astonish¬ 
ed their minds; so they sorrowfully contained 
themselves within their tents, as both supposing 
Moses to be destroyed by the divine wrath, and 
expecting the like destruction for themselves. 

chap, xxviii. p. 1G8. The other nnnic of it, Horch, Is 
never used hy Josephus; nnd pcrhnps wns ils name 
among the Egyptians only, whence the Israelites were 
lately romc, ns Sinai was its name among the Arabians, 
Cnnaanitcs, and other nations. Accordingly, when (1 
Kings ix. 8.) the Scripture says that Elijah came to Ho- 
rcl», the mount of God, Josephus justly says, Antiq. li. 
viii. chap. xiil. sect. 7, that he came to the mountain 
called Sinai; nnd Jerome, here cited hy Ur. Hudson, 
says, thnt lie took this mountain to have two names 
Siiiai and Chord). See Noniin. Ucb. p. 427. 
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3. When they were under these apprehensions, 
Moses appeared as joyful and greatly exalted. 
When they saw him, they were Treed from their 
fear, and admitted of more comfortable hopes as 
to what was to come. The air also was become 
clear and pure of its former disorders, upon the 
appearance of Moses. Whereupon he called 
together the people to a congregation, in order to 
their hearing what God would say to them: and 
when they were gathered together, he stood on 
an eminence whence they might all hear him, 
and said, “God has received me graciously, O 
Hebrews, as he had formerly done; and hath 
suggested a happy method of living for you, and 
an order of political government, and is now pre¬ 
sent in the camp: I therefore charge you for his 
sake, and the sake of his worlcs, and what we 
have done by his means, that you do not put a 
low value on what I am going to say, because the 
commands have been given by me that now de¬ 
liver them to you, nor because it is the tongue 
of a man that delivers them to you; but if you 
have a due regard to the great importance of the 
things themselves, you will understand the great¬ 
ness of him whose institutions they are, and 
who has not disdained to communicate them to 
me for our common advantage; for it is not 
to be supposed, that the author of these institu¬ 
tions is barely Moses, the son of Amram and 
Jochebed, but he who obliged the Nile to run 
bloody for your sakes, and tamed the haughtiness 
of the Egyptians by various sorts of judgments: 
he who provided a way through the sea for us: 
he who contrived a method of sending us food 
from heaven, when we were distressed for want 
of it: he who made the water to issue out of a 
rock, when we had very little of it before: he 
by whose means Adam was made to partake of the 
fruits both of the land and of the sea: he by 
whose means Noah escaped the deluge: he by 
whose means our forefather Abraham, of a 
wandering pilgrim was made the heir of the 
land of Canaan: he by whose means Isaac was 
born of parents who were very old: he by whose 
means Jacob was adorned with twelve virtuous 
sons: he by whose means Joseph became a 
potent lord over the Egyptians: he it is who 
conveys these instructions to you by me as his 
interpreter: and let them be to you venerable, 
and contended for more earnestly by you than 
your own children, and your own wives; for if 
you will follow them, you will lead a happy life; 
you will enjoy the land fruitful, the sea calm, and 
the fruit of the womb born complete, as nature 
requires; you will be also terrible to your ene¬ 
mies; for I have been admitted into the presence 
of God, and been made a hearer of his incor¬ 
ruptible voice: so great is his concern for your 
nation, and its duration.” 

4. When he had said this, he brought the peo¬ 
ple, with their wives and children, so near the 
mountain, that they ini^-ht hear God himself 
speaking to them about the precepts which they 
were to practise, that the energy of what should 
be spoken, might not be hurt by its utterance 
by that tongue of a man, which could but imper¬ 
fectly deliver it to their understanding. And 
they all heard a voice that came to all of them 
from above, insomuch that no one of these words 
escaped them,which Moses wrote in two tables; 
which it is not lawful for us to set down directly,* 
but their import we will declare. 

5. The first commandment teaches us that 
there is but one God, and that we ought to wor¬ 
ship him only. The second commands us not to 
make the image of any living creature to wor¬ 
ship it. The third, that we must not swear by 

* Of this and another like superstitious notion of the 
Pharisees, which Josephus complied with, see the note 
on Antiq. B. ii.chap. xii. sect. 4. 

t This other work of Josephus, here referred to, seems 


67 

God in a false manner. The fourth, that we 
must keep the seventh day, by resting from all 
sorts of work. The fifth, that we must honor 
our parents. The sixth, that we must abstain 
from murder. The seventh, that we must not 
commit adultery. The eighth, that we must not 
be guilty of theft. The ninth, that we must not 
bear false witness. The tenth, that we must not 
admit of the desire of any thing that is another’s. 

6 . Now when the multitude had heard God 
himself giving those precepts which Moses had 
discoursed of, they rejoiced at what was said; 
and the congregation was dissolved: but on the 
following days they came to his tent, and desired 
him to bring them, beside, other laws from God. 
Accordingly he appointed such avvs; and after¬ 
ward informed them in what manner they should 
act in all cases: which laws I shall make men¬ 
tion of in their proper time; but I shall reserve 
most of those laws for another work,f and make 
there a distinct explication of them. 

7. When matters were brought to this state, 
Moses went up again to Mount Sinai, of which 
lie had told them beforehand. He made his as¬ 
cent in their sight; and while he stayed there 
so long a time, (for he was absent from them for- 
tj r days,) fear seized upon the Hebrews, lest 
Moses should have come to any harm; nor was 
there any thing else so sad, and that so much 
troubled them, as this supposal that Moses was 
perished. Now there was a variety in their sen¬ 
timents about it; some saving that he was fallen 
among wild beasts, and those that were of this 
opinion, were chiefly such as were ill-disposed 
to him; but others saying, that he was departed 
and gone to God; but the wiser sort were led by 
their reason to embrace neither of those opinions 
with any satisfaction, thinking that it was a 
thing that sometimes happens to men to fall 
among wild beasts, and perish that way, so it 
was probable enough that he might depart and 
go to God, on account of his virtue; they there¬ 
fore were quiet, and expected the event: yet 
were they exceeding sorry upon the supposal 
that they were deprived of a governor and a 
protector, such a one indeed as they could never 
recover again: nor would this suspicion give 
them leave to expect any comfortable event 
about this man, nor could they prevent their 
trouble and melancholy upon this occasion. 
However, the camp durst not remove all this 
while, because Moses had bid them afore to stay 
there. 

8 . But when the forty days, and as many 
nights, were over, Moses came down, having 
tasted nothing of food usually appointed for the 
nourishment of men. His appearance filled the 
army with gladness, and he declared to them 
what care. God had of them, and hy what man¬ 
ner of conduct of their lives they might live hap¬ 
pily; telling them, that during these days of his 
absence, he had suggested to him also that he 
would have a tabernacle built for him, into which 
he would descend when he came to them, and 
how we should carry it about with us, when we 
remove from this place; and that there would 
be no longer any occasion for going up to mount 
Sinai, but that he would come himself and pitch 
his tabernacle amongst us, and be present at our 
prayers; as also, that the tabernacle should be 
of such measures and construction as he had 
showed him, and that you are to fall to the work, 
and prosecute it diligently. When he had said 
this, he showed them the two tables, with the 
ten commandments engraven upon them, tire 
upon each table: and the writing was by the 
hand of God. 

to lie that which does not appear to have been ever pub¬ 
lished, which yet he intended to publish, about the rea¬ 
sons of many of the laws of Moses; of which see the 
note on the preface, sect. 4. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Concerning the Tabernacle which Moses built in 
the Wilderness , for the honor of God , and 
which seemed to be a Temple. 

^ 1. Hereupon the Israelites rejoiced at what 
they had seen and heard of their conductor, and 
were not wanting in diligence according to their 
ability; but they brought silver, and gold, and 
brass, and of the best sorts of wood, and such as 
would not at all decay by putrefaction: camels’ 
hair also, and sheep skins, some of them died of a 
blue color, and some of a scarlet; some brought 
the flower for the purple color, and others for 
white: with wool died by the flowers afore¬ 
mentioned; and fine linen and precious stones, 
which those that used costly ornaments set in 
ouches of gold; they brought also a great quan¬ 
tity of spices; for of these materials did Moses 
build the tabernacle, which did not at all ditl'er 
from a moveable and ambulatory temple. Now 
when these things were brought together with 
great diligence, for every one was ambitious to 
further the work even beyond their ability, he 
set architects over the works, and this by the 
command of God; and indeed the very same 
which the people themselves would have ehosen, 
had the election been allowed to them. Now 
their names are set down in writing in the sacred 
books; and they were these, Besaleel, the son 
of Uri, of the tribe of Judah, the grandson of 
Miriam, the sister of their conductor; and Aho- 
liab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 
Now the people went on with what they had 
undertaken wuth so great alacrity, that Moses 
was obliged to restrain them, by making procla¬ 
mation, that what bad been brought was suffi¬ 
cient, as the artificers had informed him. So 
they fell to work upon the building of the ta¬ 
bernacle. Moses informed them, according to 
the direction of God, both what the measures 
were to be, and its largeness; and how many 
vessels it ought to contain, for the use of the 
sacrifices. r l lie women also were ambitious to 
do their parts, about the garments of the priests, 
and about oilier things that would be wanted in 
this work, both for ornament, and for the divine 
service itself. 

2. Now when all things were prepared, the 
gold, and the silver, and the brass, and what was 
woven, Moses, when he had appointed before¬ 
hand that there should be a festival, and that 
sacrifices should be offered according to every 
one’s ability, reared up the tabernacle.* And 
when he had measured theopen court, fifty cubits 
broad, and a hundred long, beset up brazen pil¬ 
lars five cubits high, twenty on each of the longer 
sides, and ten pillars for the breadth behind ; every 
one of the pillars also had a ring. Their chapiters 
were of silver, but their bases were of brass; they 
resembled the. sharp ends of spears, and were of 
brass, fixed into the ground. Cords were also 
put through the rings, and were tied at their 
farther ends to brass nails of a cubit long, which 
at every pillar were driven into the floor, and 
would keep the tabernacle from being shaken by 
the violence of winds. But a curtain of fine soft 
linen went round all the pillars, and hung down 
in a flowing and loose manner from their chapi¬ 
ters, and enclosed the whole space, and seemed 
not at all unlike to a wall about it. And this was 
the structure of three of the sides of this enclos¬ 
ure. But as for the fourth side, which was fifty 
cubits in extent, and was the front of the whole, 
twenty cubits of it were for the opening at the 
gates, wherein stood two pillars on each side, 
after the resemblance of open gates, these were 
made wholly of silver, and polished, and that all 

* Of this tabernacle of Moses, with its several parts 
and furnilure, see my description at large,chup. vi.vii. 
viii. ix.x. xi. xii. hereto belonging. 


over excepting the bases, which were of bras9 
Now, on each side of the gates there stood three 
illars, which were inserted into the concave 
ases of the gates, anti were suited to them; and 
round them was drawn a curtain of fine linen. 
But to the gates themselves, which were twenty 
cubits in extent, and five in height, the curtain 
was composed of purple, and scarlet, and blue, 
and fine linen, and embroidered with many and 
divers sorts of figures, excepting the figures of 
animals. Within these £ates was the brazen 
layer for purification, having a bason beneath, 
of the like matter, whence the priests might 
wash their hands, and sprinkle their feet. And 
this was the ornamental construction of the en¬ 
closure about the court of the tabernacle, which 
was exposed to the open air. 

3. As to the tabernacle itself, Moses placed it 
in the middle of that court, with its front to the 
east, that when the sun arose it might send its 
first rays upon it. Its length when it was set up 
was thirty cubits, and its breadth was twelve 
[ten! cubits. The one of its walls was on the 
south, and the other w-as exposed to the north, 
and on the back part of it remained the west. It 
was necessary that its height should be equal to 
its breadth [ten cubits.] There were also pillars 
made of wood, twenty on each side; they were 
wrought into a quadrangular figure, in breadth a 
cubit and a half, but the thickness was four 
fingers; they had thin plates of gold aflixed to 
them on both sides, inwardly and outwardly; 
they had each of them two tenons belonging to 
them, inserted into their bases, and these were 
of silver, in each of which bases there was a 
socket to receive the tenon. But the pillars on 
the west wall were six. Now all these tenons 
and sockets accurately fitted one another, inso¬ 
much that the joints were invisible, and both 
seemed to be one entire and united wall. It 
was also covered with gold, both within and 
without. The number of pillars was equal on 
the opposite sides, and there were on each part 
twenty, and every one of them had the third 
part of a span in thickness: so that the number 
of thirty cubits were fully made up between 
them. But as to the wall behind, where the six 
pillars made up together only nine cubits, they 
made two other pillars, and cut them out, of one 
eubit, which they placed in the corners, and 
made them equally fine with the other. Now 
every one of the pillars had rings of ^old aflixed 
to their fronts outward, as if they had taken root 
in the pillars, and stood one row over against 
another round about, through which were in¬ 
serted bars gilt over with gold, each of them 
five cubits long, and these bound together the 
pillars, the head of one bar running into another, 
after the nature of one tenon inserted into ano¬ 
ther. But for the wall behind, there was but one 
row of bars that went through all the pillars, 
into which row ran the ends of the bars on each 
side of the longer walls, the male with its female 
being so fastened in their joints, that they held 
the whole firmly together; and for this reason 
was all this jointed so fast together, that the ta¬ 
bernacle might not be shaken, either by the 
winds, or by any other means, but that it m>"ht 
preserve itself quiet and immoveable continually. 

4. A« for the inside, Moses parted its .ength 
into three partitions. At the distance ol ten 
cubits from the most secret end Moses placed 
four pillars, whose workmanship was the very 
same with that of the rest, and they stood upon 
the like liases with them, each a small matter 
distant from his fellow. Now, the room within 
those pillars was the ‘Most Holy I J lace;’ but the 
rest ol the room was the Tabernacle, which was 
open for the priests. However, this proportion 
of the measures of the tabernacle proved to be 
an imitation of the system of the world; for that 
third part thereof which was within the four 
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pillars, to which the priests were not admitted, 
is, as it were, a heaven, peculiar to God: but 
the space of the twenty cubits, is, as it were, 
sea and land, on which men live, and so this part 
is peculiar to the priests only. But at the front, 
where the entrance was made, they placed pil¬ 
lars of gold, that stood on bases of brass, in num¬ 
ber seven; but then they spread over the taber¬ 
nacle vails of fine linen, and purple, and blue, 
and scarlet colors, embroidered. The first vail 
was ten cubits every way, and this they spread 
over the pillars which parted the temple, and 
kept the most holy place concealed within: and 
this vail was that which made this part not visi¬ 
ble to any. Now the whole temple was called 
4 The Holy Place;’ but that part which was with¬ 
in the four pillars, and to which none were ad¬ 
mitted, was called ‘The Holy of Holies.’ This 
vai was very ornamental, ana embroidered with 
all sorts of /lowers which the earth produces, 
and there were interwoven into it all sorts of 
variety that might be an ornament, excepting the 
forms of animals. Another vail there was which 
covered the five pillars that were at the entrance: 
it was like the former in its magnitude, and tex¬ 
ture, and color; and at the corner of every pil¬ 
lar a ring retained it from the top downwards 
half the depth of the pillars, the other half af¬ 
fording an entrance for the priest, who crept 
under it. Over this there was a vail of linen, 
of the same largeness with the former; it was 
to be drawn this way or that way by cords, 
whose rings, fixed to the texture of the vail, 
and to the cords also, were subservient to the 
drawing and undrawing of the vail, and to the 
fastening it at the corner, that then it might be 
no hinderance to the view of the sanctuary, 
especially on solemn days; but that on other 
days, and especially when the weather was in¬ 
clined to snow, it might be expanded, and afford 
a covering to the vail of clivers colors; whence 
that custom of ours is derived, of having a fine 
linen vail after the temple has been built, to be 
drawn over the entrances. But the ten other 
curtains were four cubits in breadth, and twenty- 
eight in length, and had golden clasps, in order 
to join the one curtain to the other, which was 
done so exactly that they seemed to be one 
entire curtain; these were spread over the tem¬ 
ple, and covered all the top, and parts of the 
walls, on the sides and behind so far as within 
one cubit of theground. There were other cur¬ 
tains of the same breadth with these, but one 
more in number, and longer, for they were thiity 
cubits long, but these were woven of hair, with 
the like subtlety as those of wool were made, 
and were extended loosely down to the ground, 
appearing like a triangular front and elevation 
at the gates; the eleventh curtain being used 
for this very purpose. There were also other 
curtains made of skins above these, which af¬ 
forded covering and protection to those that 
were woven, both in not weather, and when it 
rained. And great was the surprise of those who 
viewed these curtains at a distance, for they 
seemed not at all to differ from the color of the 
sky. But those that were made of hair, and of 
skins, reached down in the same manner as did 
the vail at the gates, and kept off the heat of the 
sun, and what injury the rains might do. And 
after this manner was the tabernacle reared. 

5. There was also an ark made, sacred to God, 
of wood that was naturally strong, and could not 
be corrupted: this was called Eron, in our own 
language. Its construction was thus: its length 
was five spans, but its breadth and height were 
each of them three spans. It was covered all 
over with gold both within and without, so that 
the wooden part was not seen. It had also a 
cover united to it, bv golden hinges, after a 
wonderful manner; wfiich cover was every way 
evenly fitted to it, and had no eminences to hinder 
10 
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its exact conjunction. There were also two 
golden rings belonging to each of the longer 
boards, and passing through the entire wood, 
and through them gilt bars passed along each 
board, that it might thereby be moved and car¬ 
ried about, as occasion should require; for it 
was not drawn in a cart by beasts of burden, 
but borne on the shoulders of the priests. Upon 
this its cover were two images, which the He¬ 
brews call Cherubinis; they are Hying creatures; 
but their form is not like to that of any of the 
creatures which men have seen, though Moses 
said he had seen such beings near the throne of 
God. In this ark he put the two tables whereon 
the ten commandments were written, five upon 
each table, and two and a half upon each side of 
them; and this ark he placed in the most holy 
place. 

6. But in the holy place he placed a table like 
those at Delphi: its length was two cubits, and 
its breadth one cubit, and its height three spans. 
It had feet also, the lovvei^ parts of which were 
complete feet, resembling those which the Dori¬ 
ans put to their bedsteads, but the upper parts 
towards the table were wrought into a square 
form. The table had a hollow towards every 
side, having a ledge of four fingers depth, that 
went round about like a spiral, both on the upper 
and lower part of the body of the work. Dpon 
every one of the feet was there also inserted a 
ring, not far from the cover, through which went 
bars of wood beneath, but gilded, to be taken 
out upon occasion, there being a cavity where it 
was joined to the rings: for they were not entire 
rings, but before they came quite round they* 
ended in acute points, the one of which was in¬ 
serted into the prominent part of the table, and 
the other into tne foot; and by these it was car¬ 
ried when they journeyed. Upon this table, 
which was placed on the north side of the tem¬ 
ple, not far from the most holy place, were laid 
twelve unleavened loaves of bread, six upon each 
heap, one above another: they were made of two 
tenth deals of the purest flour, which tenth deal 
£a homer] is a measure of the Hebrews, contain¬ 
ing seven Athenian cotylre; and above those 
loaves were put two vials full of frankincense. 
Now after seven days other loaves were brought 
in their stead, on the day which is by us called 
the Sabbath; for we call the seventh day the 
Sabbath: but for the occasion of this invention 
of placing loaves here, we will speak of it in 
another place. 

7. Over against this table, near the southern 
wall, was set a candlestick of cast gold; hollow 
within, being of the weight of one hundred pounds, 
which the Hebrews call cinchares; if it be turned 
into the Greek language, it denotes a talent. It 
was made with its knops, and lilies, and pome¬ 
granates, and bowls, (wnich ornaments amount¬ 
ed to seventy in all,) by which uKans the shaft 
elevated itself on high from a single base, and 
spread itself into as many branches as there are 
planet®, including tnc sun among them, it ter¬ 
minated in seven heads, in one row, all standing; 
parallel to one another; and these branches car ¬ 
ried seven lamps, one by one, in imitation of the 
number of the planets; these lamps looked to 
the east and to the south, the candlestick being 
situate obliquely. 

3. Now between this candlestick and the table, 
which, as we said, were within the sanctuary, 
was the altar of incense, made of wood, indeed, 
but of the same wood of which the foregoing 
vessels were made, such as was not liable to cor¬ 
ruption: it was entirely crusted over with a 
golden plate. Its breadth on each side was a 
cubit, but the altitude double. Upon it was a 
grate of gold, that was extant above the altai^ 
which had a golden crown encompassing it round 
about, whereto belonged rings and bars, by 
which the priests carried it vrfieii they journey- 
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cd Before tms tabernacle there was reared a 
brazen altar, but it was within made of wood, 
five cubits by measure on each side, but its 
height was but three, in like manner adorned 
n'itn brass plates as bright as gold. It had also 
a brazen hearth of network, for the ground un¬ 
derneath received the fire from the hearth, be- 
enuse it had no basis to receive it. Hard by this 
altar lay the basons, and the vials, and the cen¬ 
sers. and the caldrons, made of gold: but the 
other vessels, made for the use of the sacrifices, 
were all of brass. And such was the construc¬ 
tion of the tabernacle; and these were the ves¬ 
sels thereto belonging. 

CHAP. VII. 

IVhich were the Garments of the Priests , and 
of the High Priest; concerning the Priesthood 
of Aaron, with the Manner of the Purifica¬ 
tions and Sacrifices; as also concerning the 
Festivals , and how each Hay was then disposed 
of; with other Laws. 

5 1. There were peculiar garments appointed 
for the priests, and for all the rest, which they 
call 4 Cahanceae’ [priestly] garments, as also for 
the high priest, which they call 4 Cahanrete Rab- 
bae,’ and denote 4 the high priest’s garments.’ 
Such was, therefore, the habit of the rest; but 
when the priest approaches the sacrifices, he 

f iurifies himself with the purification which the 
aw prescribes; and in the first place, lie puts 
on that which is called 4 Machanese,’ which 
means 4 somewhat that is fast tied.’ It is a gir¬ 
dle, composed of fine twined linen, and is put 
about the privy parts, the feet being to be in¬ 
serted into them, in the nature of breeches; but 
about half of it is e,ut off, and it ends at the 
thighs, and is there tied fast. 

2. Over this he wore a linen vestment, made 
of fine flax doubled: it is called 4 Chethone,’ and 
denotes ‘linen,’ for we call linen by the name of 
‘Chethone.’ This vestment reaches down to the 
feet, and sits close to the body; and has sleeves 
that are tied fast to the arms: it is girded to the 
breast a little above the elbows, by a girdle often 
going round, four fingers broad, but so loosely 
woven, that you would think it were the skin 
of a serpent. It is embroidered with flowers of 
scarlet, and purple, and blue, and fine twined 
linen; but the warp was nothing but fine linen. 
The beginning of its circumvolution is at the 
breast; and when it has gone often round, it is 
there tied, and hangs loosely there down to the 
ankles: I mean this, all the tune the priest is not 
about any laborious service, for in tnis position 
it appears in the most agreeable manner to the 
spectators; but when he is obliged to assist at 
tne offering sacrifices, and to do the appointed 
service, that he may not be hindered in his ope¬ 
rations by its motion, he throws it to the left, and 
benr6 it on his shoulder. Moses indeed calls this 
belt ‘Abaneth;’ but we have learned from the 
Babylonians to call it Emia, for so it is by them 
called. This vestment has no loose or hollow 
parts nny where in it, but only a narrow aperture 
about the neck; and it is tied with certain strings 
hanging down from the edge over the breast and 
back, and is fastened above each shoulder; it is 
called Massabazanes. 

3. Upon his head he wears a cap, not brought 
to a conic form, or encircling the whole head, but 
still covering more than the half of it, which is 

* The use of these golden hells at the bottom of the 
high priest’s long garment, seeins to have heen this, 
that by shaking his garment at the time of his offering 
Incense in the temple, on the great day of expiation, 
or at other proper periods of his sacred ministrations 
there, on the great festivals, the people might have no¬ 
tice of it, and might fall to their own prayers at the 
time of incense, or other proper periods; and so the 
whole congregation might at once offer those common 
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called Masnaemphthcs: and its make is such that 
it seems to be a crown, being made of thick 
swathes, but the contexture is of linen; and it is 
doubled round many times, and sewed together: 
besides which, a piece of fine linen covers the 
whole cap from the upper part, and reaches down 
to the forehead and the seams of the swathes, 
which would otherwise appear indecently: this 
adheres closely upon the solid part of the head, 
and is thereto so firmly fixed, that it may not fall 
off during the sacred service about the sacrifices. 
So we have shown you what is the habit of the 
generality of the priests. 

4. The high priest, indeed, is adorned with the 
same garments that we have described, without 
abating one; only over these he puts on a vest¬ 
ment of a blue color. This also is a long robe, 
reaching to his feet; in our language it is called 
Meeir, and is tied round with a girdle, embroider¬ 
ed with the same color and flowers as the for¬ 
mer, with a mixture of gold interwoven;—to the 
bottom of which garment are hung fringes, in 
color like pomegranates, with golden hells,* by 
a beautiful contrivance: so that between two 
bells hangs a pomegranate, and between two 
pomegranates a bell. Now this vesture wa9 not 
composed of two pieces, nor was it 9ewcd toge¬ 
ther upon the shoulders and the sides, but it was 
one long vestment so woven as to have an aper¬ 
ture for the neck; not an oblique one, but parted 
all along the breast and the back. A border also 
was sewed to it, lest the aperture should look too 
indecently: it was also parted where the hands 
were to come out. 

5. Besides these, the high priest put on a third 
garment, which was called the Ephod, which re¬ 
sembled the Epomis of the Greeks. Its make 
was after this manner: it was woven to the depth 
of a cubit, of several colors, with gold inter¬ 
mixed, and embroidered, but it left the middle of 
the breast uncovered: it was made with sleeves 
also; nor did it appear to be at all differently 
made from a short coat. But in the void place 
of this garment there was inserted a piece of the 
bigness of a span, embroidered with gold, and 
the other colors of the ephod, and called Essen 
(the breastplate,) which in the Greek language 
signifies the Oracle. This piece exactly filled 
up the void space in the ephod. It is united to 
it by golden rings at every corner, the like rings 
being 1 annexed to the ephod, and a blue riband 
was made use of to tie them together by those 
rings; and that the space between the rings might 
not appear empty, they contrived to fill it up with 
stitches of blue ribands. There were also two 
sardonyxes upon the ephod, at the shoulders, to 
fasten it in the nature of buttons, having each 
end running to the sardonyxes of gold, that the}' 
might be buttoned by them. On these were en¬ 
graven the names of the sons of Jacob in our 
own country letters, and our own tongue, six on 
each side of the stones, on either side; and the 
elder sons’ names were on the right shoulder. 
Twelve stones also were there upon the breast¬ 
plate, extraordinary in largeness and beauty; 
and they were an ornament not to be purchased 
by men, because of their immense value. These 
stones, however, stood in three rows, by four in 
a row, and w'ere inserted into the breastplate it¬ 
self, and they were set in ouches of gold, that 
were themselves inserted in the breastplate, and 
were so made that they might not fall out. Now 
the first three were n sardonyx, a topaz, nud an 

prayers jointly with the Inch priest himself to the Al¬ 
mighty. Sec Luke i. 10, Rev. viii.3. 4. Nor probably 
is the son of Sirnch to be otherwise understood, when 
he says of Anron, the first high priest, Ecclus. xlv. 9. 
“And God compassed Aaron with pomcgranaies, and 
with many golden hells round about, that, as he went 
there might be a sound and a noise made, that might l>e 
heard in the temple, for a memorial to the children of 
his people.” 
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emerald. The second row contained a carbun¬ 
cle, a jasper, and a sapphire. The first of the 
third row was a ligure, then an amethyst, and 
the third an agate, being the ninth of the whole 
number. The first of the fourth row was a chry¬ 
solite, the next was an onyx, and then a beryl, 
which was the last of all. Now the names of all 
those sons of Jacob were engraven in these 
stones, whom we esteem the heads of our tribes, 
each stone having the honor of a name, in the 
order according to which they were born. And 
whereas the rings were too weak of themselves 
to bear the weight of the stones, they made two 
other rings of a larger size, at the edge of that 
part of the breastplate, which reached to the 
neck, and inserted into the very texture of the 
breastplate, to receive chains finely wrought, 
which connected them with golden bands to the 
tops of the shoulders, whose extremity turned 
backwards, and went into the ring, on the promi¬ 
nent back part of the ephod; and this was for 
the security 0 f the breastplate, that it might not 
fall out of its place. There was also a girdle 
sewed to the breastplate, which was of the fore- 
mentioned colors, with gold intermixed, which 
when it had gone once round, was tied again 
upon the seam, and hung down. There were 
also golden loops that admitted its fringes at 
each extremity of the girdle, and- included them 
entirely. 

6. The high priest’s mitre was the same that 
we described betore, and was wrought like that 
of all the other priests; above which there was 
another, with swathes of blue embroidered, and 
round it was a golden crown polished, of three 
rows, one above another; out of which arose a 
cup of gold, which resembled the herb which we 
call ‘saccharus,’ but those Greeks that are skil¬ 
ful in botany call it ‘hyoscyamus.’ Now lest any 
one that has seen this herb, but has not been 
taught its name, and is unacquainted with its na¬ 
ture, or having known its name, knows not the 
herb when he sees it, I shall give such a descrip¬ 
tion of it. This herb is oftentimes in tallness 
above three spans, but its root is like that of a 
turnip, (for he that should compare it thereto 
would not be mistaken,) but its leaves are like to 
the leaves of mint. Out of its branches it sends 
out a calyx, cleaving to the branch, and a coat 
encompasses it, which it naturally puts off when 
it is changing, in order to produce its fruit. This 
calyx is ot the bigness of the bone of the little 
finger, but in the compass of its aperture, is like 
a cup. This I will further describe for the use 
of those that are unacquainted with it. Suppose 
a sphere be divided into two parts, round at the 
bottom, but having another segment that grows 
up to a circumference from that bottom; sup¬ 
pose it become narrower by degrees, and that 
the cavity of that part grow decently smaller, 
and then gradually grow wider again at the brim, 
such as we see in the navel of a pomegranate, 
with its notches. And indeed such a coat grows 
over this plant as renders it a hemisphere, and 
that, as one may say, turned accurately in a lathe, 
and having its notches extant above it, which, as 
I said, grow like a pomegranate, only that they 
are sharp, and end in nothing but prickles. Now 
the fruit is preserved by this coat of the calyx, 
which fruit is like the seed of the herb ‘sideritis:’ 
it sends out a flower that may seem to resemble 

* The i eader ought to take notice here, that the very 
Mosaic *pctalon,’or ‘golden plate,’ for the forehead of 
the Jewish high priest was itself preserved, not only till 
the days of Josephus, but of Origcn; and that its inscrip¬ 
tion, Holiness to the Lord, was in the Samaritan cha¬ 
racters. See Antiq. b. viii. ch. iii. sect. 8. Essay on the 
Old Test. p. 154, and Reland, De Spol. Tcmpli, p. 132. 

t When Josephus, both here and chap. vi. sect. 4, 
supposes ttie tabernacle to have been parted into three 
partfl, he seems to esteem the bare entrance to be a third 
division, distinct from the holy and the most holy pla- 
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that of the poppy’. Of this was a crown made, 
as far as from the hinder part of the head to each 
of the temples: but this ‘ ephielis,’for so this 
calyx may he called, did not cover the forehead, 
but it was covered with a ‘golden plate,’* which 
had inscribed upon it the name of God in sacred 
characters. And such were the ornaments of 
the high priest. 

7. Now here one may wonder at the ill-will 
which men bear to us, aud which they' profess to 
be on account of our despising that Deity which 
they pretend to honor; for if anv one do but 
consider the fabric of the tabernacle, and take a 
view of the garments of the high priest, and of 
those vessels which we make use of in our sacred 
ministration, he will find that our legislator was 
a divine inan, and that we are unjustly reproach¬ 
ed by others; for if any one do without preju¬ 
dice, and with judgment look upon these things, 
he will find they were every one made in way of 
imitation and representation of the universe. 
When Moses distinguished the tabernacle into 
three parts,f and allowed two of them to the 
priests, as a place accessible and common, he 
denoted the land and the sea, these being of ge¬ 
neral access to all; but he set apart the tnird di¬ 
vision for God, because heaven is inaccessible to 
men. And when he ordered twelve loaves to be 
set on the table, he denoted the year, as distin¬ 
guished into so many months. By branching out 
the candlestick into seventy parts, he secretly’ in¬ 
timated the ‘decani,’ or seventy divisions of the 
planets; and as to the seven lamps upon the can¬ 
dlesticks, they referred to the course of the pla¬ 
nets, of which that is the number. The vails, 
too, which were composed of four things, they 
declared the four elements; for the plain linen 
was proper to signify the earth, because the flax 
grows out of the earth. The purple signified the 
sea, because that color is died by the blood of 
a sea shell-fish. The blue is fit to signify’ the 
air, and the scarlet will naturally be an indica¬ 
tion of fire. Now the vestment of the high priest 
being made of linen, signified the earth: the blue 
denoted the sky r , being like lightning: in its pome¬ 
granates, and in the noise of the bells resembling 
thunder. And for the ephod, it showed that God 
had made the universe of four [elements,] and as 
for the gold interwoven, I suppose it related to 
the gplendor by which all things are enlighten¬ 
ed. He also appointed the breastplate to be 
placed in the middle of the ephod to resemble 
the earth, for that has the very middle place of 
the world. And the girdle, which encompassed 
the high priest round, signified the ocean, for 
that goes round about and includes the universe. 
Each of the sardonyxes declares to us the sun and 
the moon, those, I mean, that were in the nature 
of buttons on the high priest’s shoulders. And 
for the twelve stones, whether we understand by 
them the months, or whether we understand the 
like number of the signs of that circle which the 
Greeks call the zodiac, we shall not be mistaken 
in their meaning. And for the mitre, which was 
of a blue color, it seems to me to mean heaven; 
for how otherwise could the name of God be in¬ 
scribed upon it? That it was also illustrated with 
a crown, and that of gold also, is because of that 
splendor with which God is pleased. Let this 
explication^ suffice at present, since the course 
of my narration will often, and at many occa- 

ces, nnd this tlie ratlicr, because in the temple after¬ 
ward there was a real distinct third part, which was 
railed the ‘ porch,’ otherwise Josephus would contra¬ 
dict his own description of the tabernacle, whith gives 
usn particular account of no more than uvo parts. 

X This explication ofthc mystical meaning ofthe Jew¬ 
ish tabernacle, nnd its vessels, with the earinentsofihc 
high priest, is taken out of I’hilo, aad fitted to Gentile 
Philosophical notions. This may possibly be forgiven in 
Jews greatly versed in heathen learning and philoso¬ 
phy, as Philo had ever been, and as Josephus had long 
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sions, afford me the opportunity of enlarging on 
the virtue of our legislator. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Priesthood of Aaron. 

$ 1. When what has been described was 
brought to a conclusion, gifts not being yet pre¬ 
sented, God appeared to Moses, and enjoined 
him to bestow the high priesthood upon Aaron 
his brother, as upon him that best of them all de¬ 
served to obtain that honor, on account of his 
virtue. And when he had gathered the multitude 
together, he gave them an account of Aaron’s 
virtue, and ot his good-will to them, and of the 
dangers he had undergone for their sakes. Up¬ 
on which, when they had given testimony to him 
in all respects, and showed their readiness to re¬ 
ceive him, Moses said to them, “O you Israel¬ 
ites, this work is already brought to a conclusion, 
in a manner most acceptable to God, and accor¬ 
ding to your abilities. And now, since you see 
that he is received into this tabernacle, we 
shall first of all stand in need of one that may 
officiate for us, and may minister to the sacri¬ 
fices, and to the prayers that are to be put up for 
us. And indeed had the inquiry after such a 
person been left to me, I should have thought 
myself worthy of that honor, both because all 
men are naturally fond of themselves, and be¬ 
cause 1 am conscious to myself that I have taken 
a great deal of pains for your deliverance: but 
now God himself has determined that Aaron is 
worthy of this honor, and has chosen him for 
his priest, as knowing him to be the most righ¬ 
teous person among you. So that he is to put on 
the vestments which are consecrated to God; he 
is to have the care of the altars, and to make pro¬ 
vision for the sacrifices: and he it is that must 
put up prayers for you to God, who will readily 
near them, not only because he is himself soli¬ 
citous for your nation, but also because he will re¬ 
ceive them as offered by one that he hath himself 
chosen to this office.”* The Hebrews were pleas¬ 
ed with what was said, and they gave their appro¬ 
bation to him whom God had ordained; for Aaron 
was of them all the most deserving of this honor, 
on account of his own stock, and gilt of prophecy, 
and his Mother's virtue, lie had at that time 
four sons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

2. Now Moses commanded them to make use 
of all the utensils which were more than were 
mcessary to the structure of the tabernacle, for 
covering the tabernacle itself, the candlestick, 
and altar of incense, and the other vessels, that 
they might not be at all hurt when they journey¬ 
ed, either by the rain, or by the rising of the 
du9t. And when he had gathered the multitude 
together again, he ordained that they should offer 
half a shekel for every man as an oblation to 
God; which shekel is apiece among the Hebrews, 
and is equal to four Athenian drachma?.} Where- 

been when he wrote these Antiquities. In the mean 
time, It is not to be doubted, but in their education they 
must have both learned more Jewish interpretations, 
such as we meet with in the epistle of Barnabas, in that 
to the Hebrews, and elsewhere among the old Jews. 
Accordingly, when Josephus wrote liis books of the 
Jewish war for Hie use of the Jews, at which time lie 
was comparatively young, and less used to Gentile 
books, we find one specimen of sucli a Jewish interpre¬ 
tation for there [b. v. ch. v. seel. 5,] lie makes the se¬ 
ven branches of the temple candlestick, with their seven 
lamps, an emblem of tin; seven days of creation and 
rest, whicli are here emblems of the seven planets. 
Nor certainly ought anrieni Jewish emblems to be ex¬ 
plained any otherwise than according to ancient Jew¬ 
ish and not Gentile notions. Sec Of the War, b. 1. ch. 
xxxiii. sect. 2. 

* It is well worth our observation, that the two princi¬ 
pal qualifications required in this section, for the consti¬ 
tution ofthe first liifth priest, viz. that he should havean 
excellent ‘character* for virtuous and pood notions, ns 
also that he should have the approbation of the people, 
are here noted by Josephus, even where the nontina- 


upon they readily obeyed what Moses had com¬ 
manded, and the number of the offerers was six 
hundred and five thousand five hundred and fifty. 
Now this money that was brought by the men 
that were free was given by such as were above 
twenty years old, but under fifty; and what was 
collected was spent in the uses of the tabernacle. 

3. Moses now purified the tabernacle and the 
priests; which purification was performed after 
the following manner; he commanded them to 
take five hundred shekels of choice myrrh, an 
equal quantity of cassia, and half the foregoing 
weight of cinnamon and calamus, (this last is 
a sort of sweet spice,) to beat them small, and 
wet then: with a hin of oil of olives, (a bin 
is our own country measure, and contains two 
Athenian choas or conguises,) then mix them to¬ 
gether, and boil them, and prepare them after 
the art of the apothecary, and make them into a 
very sweet ointment; and afterward to take it to 
anoint and purify the priests themselves, and all 
the tabernacle, as also the sacrifices. There 
were also many, and those of various kinds, of 
sweet spices, that belonged to the tabernacle, 
and such as were of very gTcat price, and were 
brought to the golden altar of incense; whose 
nature I do not now describe, lest it should be 
troublesome to my readers. But incensef was 
to be offered twice a day, both before sunrising 
and at sunsetting. They were also to keep oil 
already purified for the lamps, three of which 
were to give light all day long.6 upon the sacred 
candlestick, before God, and the rest were to be 
lighted at the evening. 

4. Now all was finished, Bezaleel and Aholiab 
appeared to be the most skilful of the workmen; 
for they invented finer works than what others 
had done before them, and were of great abili¬ 
ties to gain notions of what they were formerly 
ignorant of: and of these Bezaleel was judged to 
be the best. Now the whole time they were 
about this work was the interval of seven months; 
and after this it was that was ended the first year 
since their departure out of Egypt. But at the 
beginning of the second year, on the month Xan- 
thicus, as the Macedonians call it, but on the 
month Nisan, as the Hebrews call it, on the new 
moon, they consecrated the tabernacle, and all 
its vessels, which I have already described. 

5. Now God showed himself pleased with the 
work of the Hebrews, and did not permit their 
labours to be in vain; nor did he disdain to make 
use of what they had made, but he came and so¬ 
journed with them, and pitched his tabernacle in 
the holy house. And in the following manner 
did he come to it: the sky was clear, but there 
was a mist over the tabernacle only, encompass¬ 
ing it, but not with such a very deep and thick 
cloud as is seen in the winter season, nor yet in 
so thin a one as men might be able to discern 
any thing through it, but from it there dropped 

tion belonged to God himself, which are the very same 
qualifications which the Christian religion requires in 
the choice of Christian bishops, priesis, and deacons, 
as the Apostolical Constitniions inform us, b. ii. ch. iii. 

f This weight and value of the Jewish shekel, in the 
days of Josephus, equal lo about 2s. I0d. sterling, is by 
the learned Jews owned to he one-fifth larger than were 
their old shekels; which determination agrees perfectly 
with the remaining shekels that have Samaritan in¬ 
scriptions, coined generally by Simon the .Maccabce, 
about 230 years before Josephus published his Antiqui¬ 
ties, which never weigh more than 2s. 5d. and common¬ 
ly but 2s. 4 1 —Id. Sec Belaud, Be N’uinmis Samarita- 
norum, p. 188. 

I The intense was here offered, according to Jose¬ 
phus’s opinion, beforesunrising and at sunsetting. But 
in the days of Pompcy, according to the same Josephus, 
the sacrifices were offered in the morning and at the 
ninth hour, Antiq. b. xiv.ch. iv.scct. 3. 

$ Hence we may corrert the opinions of the modern 
rabbins, who say, that ouly one of the seven lamps 
burned in the daytime, whereas Josephus, an eye-wit¬ 
ness, says they were three 
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a sweet dew, and such as showed the presence 
of God to those that desired and believed it. 

6. Now when Moses had bestowed such hono¬ 
rary presents on the workmen, as it was fit they 
should receive, who had wrought so well, he of¬ 
fered sacrifices in the open court of the taberna¬ 
cle, as God commanded him, a bull, a ram, and a 
kid of the goats, for a sin-offering. Now I shall 
speak of what we do in our sacred offices in my 
discourse about sacrifices; and therein shall in¬ 
form men in what cases Moses bid us offer a 
whole burnt-offering, and in what cases the law 
permits us to partake of them as of food. And 
when Moses nad sprinkled Aaron’s vestments, 
himself, and his sons, with the blood of the beasts 
that were slain, and had purified them with spring 
waters and ointment, they became God’s priests. 
After this manner did he consecrate them and 
their garments for seven days together. The 
same he did to the tabernacle, and the vessels 
thereto belonging, both with oil first incensed, 
as I said, and with the blood of bulls, and of rams, 
slain day by day one, according to its kind. But 
on the eighth day he appointed a feast for the 
people, and commanded them to offer sacrifice 
according to their ability. Accordingly, they 
contended one with another, and were ambitious 
to exceed each other in the exercises which they 
brought, and so fulfilled Moses’s injunctions. But 
as the sacrifices lay upon the altar, a sudden fire 
was kindled from among them of its own accord, 
and appeared to the sight like fire from a flash 
of lightning, and consumed whatsoever was upon 
the altar. 

7. Hereupon an affliction befell Aaron, consi¬ 
dered as a man and a father, but was undergone 
by him with true fortitude; for he had indeed a 
firmness of soul in such accidents, and he thought 
this calamity came upon him according to God’s 
will: for whereas he had four sons, as I said be¬ 
fore, the two elder of them, Nadab and Abihu, did 
not bring those sacrifices which Moses bade them 
bring, but such as they used to offer formerly, and 

*Of this strange expression, that Moses left it to 
God to be present at his sacrifices when be pleased, and 
when he pleased to be absent, see the note on b. ii. 
against Apion, sect. 16. 

t These answers by the oracle of Urim and Thum- 
mim, which words signify light and perfection, or as 
the Septuagint render them, revelation and truth , and 
denote nothing further that I see, but the shining stones 
themselves, which were used in this method of illumi¬ 
nation, in revealing the will of God after a perfect and 
true manner to his people Israel; I say, these answers 
were not made by the shining of the precious stones, 
after an awkward manner, in the high priest’s breast¬ 
plate, as the modern rabbins vainly suppose; for cer¬ 
tainly the shining of the stones might precede or accom¬ 
pany the oracle, without itself delivering that oracle, 
(see Antiq. b. yj, ch. vi. sect. 4,) but rather by an audi¬ 
ble voice from the mercy-seat between the cherubims. 
See Prideaux’s Connex. at the year 534. This oracle 
had been silent, as Josephus here informs us, two hun¬ 
dred years before he wrote his Antiquities, or ever 
since <he days of the last good high priest of the family 
of the Maccabees, John Hyrcanus. Now it is here very 
well worth our observation, that the oracle before us 
was that by which God appeared to be present with and 
give directions to his people Israel as their king, all the 
while they submitted to him in that capacity, and did 
not set over them such independent kings as'governed 
according to their own wills and political maxims, in¬ 
stead of Divine directions. Accordingly we meet with 
this oracle (besides angelic and prophetic admonitions) 
all along from the days of Moses and Joshua, to the 
anointing of Saul, the first of the succession of kings, 
Numb, xxvii. 21; Josh. vi. 6, &c., xix. 50; Judg. i. 1; 
xviii. 4, o, 6, 30, 31; xx. 18, 23, 26. 27, 28; xxi. 1, &c., 1 
Sam. i. 17, 18; iii. per tot.iv. per tot.; nay, till Saul’s re¬ 
jection of the Divine commands in the war with Ama- 
lek, when he took upon him to act as he thought fit, 1 
Sam. xiv. 3, 18,19,36, 37; then this oracle left Saul en¬ 
tirely (which indeed he had seldomtfonsulted before, 1 
Sam. xiv.35; 1 Cbron. x. 14; xiii.3; An. b. vii. ch. iv.sect. 
2; and accompanied David,who was anointed to succeed 
him, and who consulted God by it frequently, and com¬ 
plied with its directions constantly, 1 Sam. xiv. 37, 41; 


CHAP. VIII. 73 

were burnt to death. Now the fire rushed 
upon them, and began to burn them, nobody 
could quench it. Accordingly, they died in this 
manner. And Moses bid tneir father, and their 
brethren, to take up their bodies, to carry them 
out of the camp, and to bury them magnificently. 
Now the multitude lamented them, and were 
deeply affected at this their death, which so un¬ 
expectedly befell them. But Moses entreated 
their brethren, and their father, not to be trou¬ 
bled for them, and to prefer the honor of God 
before their grief about them, for Aaron had al¬ 
ready put on his sacred garments. 

8. But Moses refused all that honor which he 
saw the multitude ready to bestow upon him, and 
attended to nothing else but the service of God. 
He went no more up to mount Sinai; but he went 
into the tabernacle, and brought back answers 
from God to what he prayed for. His habit was 
also that of a private man; and in all other cir¬ 
cumstances he behaved himself like one of the 
common people, and was desirous to appear with¬ 
out distinguishing himself from the multitude, 
but wouItThave it known that he did nothing else 
but take care of them. He also set down in wri¬ 
ting the form of their government, and those 
laws, by obedience whereto they would lead their 
lives so as to please God, and so as to have no 
quarrels one among another. However, the laws 
he ordained were such as God suggested to him: 
so I shall now discourse concerning that form of 
government, and those laws. 

9. I will now treat of what I before omitted, 
the garment of the high priest: for he [Moses] 
left no room for the evil practices of [false] pro¬ 
phets; but if some of that sort should attempt to 
abuse the divine authority, he left it to God to 
be present at his sacrifices when he pleased, and 
when he pleased to be absent.* And he was will¬ 
ing this should be known, not to the Hebrews 
only, but to those foreigners also who were there. 
But as to those stones,f which we told you be¬ 
fore, the high priest bare on his shoulders, which 

xv. 26; xxii. 13,15; xxiii. 9,10; xxx. 7,8,18; 2 Sam. ii. 1; v. 
19, 23; xxi. 1; xxiii. 14; 1 Chron xiv. 10,14; Antiq. b. vi. 
ch. xii. sect. 5. Saul, indeed, long after his rejection 
by God, and when God had given him up to destruc¬ 
tion for his disobedience, did once afterward endeavor 
to consult God, when it was too late; hut God would 
not then answer him, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, 
nor by prophets, 1 Sam. xxviii. 6. Nor did any of Da¬ 
vid’s successors, the kings of Judah, that we know of, 
consult God by this oracle, till the very Babylonish 
captivity itself, when those kings were at an end, they 
taking upon them, I suppose, too much of despotic 
power and royalty, and too little owning the God of Is¬ 
rael for the supreme king of Israel, though a few ot 
them consulted the prophets sometimes, and were an 
swered by them. At the return of the two tribes, with 
out the return of the kingly government, the restora¬ 
tion of this oracle was expected, Noli. vii. 6; 1 Esd. v. 
40; 1 Mace. iv. 40; xiv. 41. And indeed it may seem to 
have been restored for some time after the Babylonish 
captivity, at least in the days of that excellent high 
priest, John Hyrcanus, whom Josephus esteemed as a 
king, a priest, and a prophet; and who, he says, foretold 
several things that came to pass accordingly; but about 
the time of his death lie here implies that this oracle 
quite ceased, and not before. The following high 
priests now putting diadems on their heads, and ruling 
according to their own will, and by their own authori¬ 
ty, like the other kings of the Pagan countries about 
them; so that while the God of Israel was allowed to 
he the supreme king of Israel, and his directions to he 
their authentic guides, God gave them such directions, 
as their supreme king and governor; and they were 
properly under a theocracy, by this oracle of Urim, but 
no longer (see Dr. Bernard’s notes here,) though I con¬ 
fess I cannot but esteem the high priest, Ja'ddus’s divine 
dream, Antiq. b. xi. cb. viii.scct. -1, and the high priest, 
Caiaphus's most remarkable prophecy, John xi. 47—52, 
as two small remains or specimens of this ancient ora¬ 
cle, which properly belonged to the Jewish high priests. 
Nor perhaps ought we entirely to forget that eminent 
prophetic dream of our Josephus himself (one next to a 
high priest, as of the family of the Asamoncan«vor Mac¬ 
cabees,) as to the succession of Vespasian a id Titus to 
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were sardonyxes, (and I think it needless to de¬ 
scribe their nature, they being' known to every 
body;) the one of them shined out when God was 
present at their sacrifices; I mean, that which 
was in the nature of a button on his right shoul¬ 
der, bright rays darting out thence; and being 
seen even by those that were most remote; which 
splendor yet was not before natural to the stone. 
This has appeared a wonderful thing to such as 
have not so far indulged themselves in philoso¬ 
phy, as to despise * divine revelation.' Yet will 
I mention what is still more wonderful than this; 
for God declared beforehand, by those twelve 
stones which the high prie9t bare on his breast, 
and which were inserted into his breastplate, 
when they should be victorious in battle; for so 
great a splendor shone forth from them before 
the army began to march, that all tbe people 
were sensible of God’s being present for their 
assistance. Whence it came to pass that those 
Greeks who had a veneration for our law-s, be¬ 
cause they could not possibly contradict this, 
called that breastplate The Oracle. Now this 
breastplate, and this sardonyx, left off shining 
two hundred years before I composed this book, 
God having been displeased at tne transgression 
of his laws. Of which things W'e shall farther 
discourse on a fitter opportunity; but I will now 
go on with my proposed narration. 

10. The tabernacle being now consecrated, 
and a regular order being settled for the priests, 
the multitude judged that God now dwelt among 
them, and betook themselves to sacrifices and 
praises to God, as being now delivered from all 
expectation of evils, and as entertaining a hope¬ 
ful prospect of better times hereafter. They of¬ 
fered also gifts to God, some as common to the 
whole nation, and others as peculiar to them¬ 
selves, and these tribe by tribe; for the heads of 
the tribes combined together, two by two, and 
brought a wagon and a yoke of oxen. These 
amounted to six, and they carried the tabernacle 
when they Journeyed. Besides which, every 
head of a tribe brought a bowl, and a charger, 
and a spoon, of ten darics, full of incense. Now 
the charger and the bowl were of silver; and 
together they weighed two hundred shekels, but 
the bow'l cost no more than seventy shekels; and 
these were full of fine flour mingled w’ith oil, such 
as they used on the altar about the sacrifices. 
They brought also a young bullock, and a ram, 
with a lamb of a year old, for a whole burnt- 
offering, as also a goat for the forgiveness of 
sins. Every one of the heads of the tribes 
brought also other sacrifices, called ‘ peace-offer¬ 
ings,’ for every day two bulls, and five rams, 
with lambs of a year old, and kids of the goats. 
These heads of tribes were twelve days in sa¬ 
crificing, one sacrificing every day. Now Mo¬ 
ses w'ent no longer up to Mount Sinai, but went 
into the tabernacle, nnd learned of God what 
they were to do, and w'hat law’s should be made; 
w’hich laws were preferable to what have been 
devised by human understanding, and proved to 
be firmly observed for all time to come, as being 


believed to be the gift of God, insomuch that the 
Hebrews did not transgress any of those laws, 
either as tempted in times of pence by luxury, 
or in times of war by distress of affairs. But I 
say no more here concerning them, because I 
have resolved to compose another work concern¬ 
ing our laws. 

CHAP. IX. 

The Nature of our offering Sacrifices. 

§ 1. I will now, however, make mention of a 
few of our laws which belong to purifications, 
and the like sacred offices, since I am accidental¬ 
ly come to this matter of sacrifices. These sacri¬ 
fices were of two sorts; of these sorts one was 
offered for private persons, and the other for the 
people in general; and they are done in two dif¬ 
ferent ways. In the one case,what is slain is burnt, 
as a whole burnt-offering, whence that name is 
given to it; but the other is a thank-offering,and 
is designed for feasting those that sacrifice. I 
will speak of the former. Suppose a private 
man offer a burnt-offering, he must slay either a 
bull, a lamb, or a kid of the goats, and the two 
latter of the first year, though of bulls he is per¬ 
mitted to sacrifice those of a greater age; but 
all burnt-offerings are to be of males. When 
they are slain, the priests sprinkle the blood 
round about the altar; then they cleanse the 
bodies, and divide them into parts, and salt them 
w'ith salt, and lay them upon the altar, while the 
pieces of wood are piled one upon another, and 
the fire is burning: they next cleanse the feet 
of the sacrifices, and the inwards, in an accurate 
manner, and so lay them to the rest to be purged 
bv the fire, while the priests receive the hides. 
'This is the way of offering a burnt-offering. 

2. But those that offer thank-offerings, do in¬ 
deed sacrifice the same creatures, but such as 
are unblemished, and above a year old; however, 
they may take either males or females. They 
also sprinkle the altar with their blood; but they 
lay upon the altar the kidneys and the caul, and 
all the fat, and the lobe of the liver, together 
with the ruinp of the lamb; then giving the 
breast and the right shoulder to the priests, the 
offerers feast upon the remainder of the flesh 
for two days; and what remains they burn. 

3. The sacrifices for sins are offered in the 
same manner as is the thank-offering. But those 
who are unable to purchase complete sacrifices, 
offer two pigeons, or tnrtle-doves; the one of 
which is made a hurnt-offering to God, the other 
they give as food for the priests. But we shall 
treat more accurately about the oblation of those 
creatures in our discourse concerning sacrifices. 
But if a person fall into sin by ignorance, he 
offers a ewe lamb, or female kid of the goats, of 
the same age; and the priests sprinkle the blood at 
the altar, not after the former manner, but at the 
corners of it. They also hring the kidneys and 
the rest of the fat, together w’ith the lobe of 
the liver, to the altar, while the priests bear away 
the hides, and the flesh, and spend it in the holy 
place on the same day;* for the law does not 


the Roman empire, nnd that in the days of Nero, and 
before either Calba, Otho. or Vitcllius, were thought 
nf to succeed him. Of the War, b. iii. cli. viii. sect. 7. 
This, I think, may well he looked on as the very last 
lnstnnce of any thing like the prophetic Urim nmong 
ttic Jewish nation, nnd Just preceded their fatal desola¬ 
tion. Rut how it could possibly coinc to pass, that 
such great men as Sir John Mnrsham and Dr. Spenser 
■hould imagine that this orneleof Urim nnd Thumrnim, 
with other practices ns old or older thnn the laws of 
Moses, should have been ordained in iinitntion of some¬ 
what like them among the Kgyptinns, which we never 
hear of till the days of Diodorus Siculus, ATinn, and 
Maimonidcs, or linlc earlier than the Christian era at 
the highest. Is almost unaccountable; while the main 
business of the law of .Moses was evidently to preserve 
the Israelites from the Idolatrous nnd superstitious prac¬ 
tices of the neighboring I’agan nations; and while It 
I* so undeniable, that the evidence for the great anti¬ 
quity of Moses’s law is incomparably beyond that for 


the like or grentcr antiquity of such customs in Egypt or 
other nations, which indeed is generally none at all, it is 
most absurd to derive any of Moses’s laws from the imi¬ 
tation of those henthen practices. Such hypotheses 
demonstrate to us, how for inclination can prevail over 
evidence, in even some of the most learned part of 
mankind. 

* What Roland well observes here, out of Josephus, as 
compared with the Inw of Moses, Dev. vii. 15, (that the 
eating of the sacrifice the same day it wns offered, seems 
to menn only before the morning of the next, altho’the 
latter part, I. c. the night, be in strictness part of the next 
day, according to the Jewish reckoning) is greatly to bo 
observed upon other occnsions also. The Jewish maxim 
in such cases, it Jtcems, is this, that the day goes before 
the night; nnd this appenrs to me to be the language both 
of the Old and New Testament. See nlso the note on 
Anilq. b. iv. chap. iv. sect. 4, and Re.and a note on b. 
iv. chap. vlil. sect. 29. 
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permit them to leave of it until the morning. But 
if any one sin, and is conscious of it himself, but 
hath nobody that can prove it upon him, he of¬ 
fers a ram, the law enjoining him so to do; the 
flesh of which the priests eat as before, in the 
holy place, on the same day. And if the rulers 
offer sacrifices for their sins, they bring the same 
oblations that private men do; only they so far 
differ, that they are to bring for sacrifices a bull 
or a kid of the goats, both males. 

4. Now the law requires, both in private and 
ublic sacrifices, that the finest flour be also 
rought; for a lamb the measure of one tenth 
deal, for a ram two, and for a bull three. .This 
they concecrate upon the altar, when it is min¬ 
gled with oil; for oil is also brought by those that 
sacrifice, for a bull the half of a hin, and for a 
ram the third part of the same measure, and one 
quarter of it for a lamb. This hin is an ancient 
Hebrew measure, and is equivalent to two Athe¬ 
nian choas (or conguises.) They bring the same 
quantity of oil which they do of wine, and they 
onr the wine about the altar; but if any one 
oes not offer a complete sacrifice of animals, 
but bring fine flour only for a vow, he throws a 
handful upon the altar as its first fruits, while the 
priests take the rest for their food, either boiled, 
or mingled with oil, but made into cakes of bread. 
But whatsoever it be that a priest himself of¬ 
fers, it must of necessity all be burnt. Now the 
law forbids us to sacrifice any animal at the same 
time with its dam; and in other cases, not till the 
eighth day after its birth. Other sacrifices there 
are also appointed for escaping distempers, or 
for other occasions, in which meat offerings are 
consumed together with the animals that are sa¬ 
crificed, of which it is not lawful to leave any 
part till the next day, only the priests are to 
take their own share. 

CHAP. X. 

Concerning the Festivals; and how each Day of 
such Festival is to be observed. 

$ 1. The law requires, that out of the public 
expenses, a lamb of the first year be killed every 
day, at the beginning and at the ending of the 
day; but on the seventh day, which is called the 
Sabbath, they kill two, and sacrifice them in the 
same manner. At the new moon, they both per¬ 
form the daily sacrifices, and slay two hulls, with 
seven lambs of the first year, and a kid of the 
goats also, for the expiation of sins; that is, if 
they have sinned through ignorance. 

2. But on the seventh month, which the Ma¬ 
cedonians call Hyperberetmus, they make an ad¬ 
dition to those already mentioned, and sacrifice 
a bull, a ram, and seven lambs, and a kid of the 
goals, for sins. 

3. On the tenth day of the same lunar month, 
they fast till the evening; and this day they sa¬ 
crifice a bull, and two rams, and seven lambs, 
and a kid of the goats, for sins. And besides 
these, they bring two kids of the goats; the one 
of which is sent alive out of the limits of the 
camp into the wilderness for the scape-goat, and 
to be an expiation for the sins of the whole mul¬ 
titude; but the other is brought into a place of 
great cleanness within the limits of the camp, 
and is there burnt, with its skin, without any sort 
of cleansing. With this goat was burnt a bull, not 
brought by the people, but by the high priest, at 
his own charges; which, when it was slain, he 
brought of the blood into the holy place, toge¬ 
ther with the blood of the kid of the goats, and 
sprinkled the ceiling with his finger seven times, 
as also its pavement, and again as often towards 
the most holy place, and about the golden altar: 
he also, at last brings it into the open court, and 
sprinkles it about tne great altar. Besides this, 
they set the extremities, and the kidneys, and 
the fat, with the lobe of the liver, upon the altar. 


-CHAP. X. 75 

The high priest likewise presents a ram to God 
as a burnt-offering. 

4. Upon the fifteenth day of the same month, 
when the season of the year is changing for 
winter, the law enjoins us to pitch tabernacles in 
every one of our houses, so that we preserve 
ourselves from the cold of that time of the year; 
as also that when we shall arrive at our own 
country, and come to that city that we should 
have then for our metropolis, because of the tem¬ 
ple therein to be built, and keep a festival for 
eight days, and offer burnt-offerings, and sacri¬ 
fice thank-offerings, that we should carry in our 
hands a branch of myrtle and willow, and a 
bough of the palm-tree, with the addition of the 
pomecitron. That the burnt-offering on the first 
of those days was to be a sacrifice of thirteen 
bulls, and fourteen lambs, and fifteen rams, with 
the addition of a kid of the goats, as an expiation 
for sins, and on the following days the same 
number of lambs, and of rams, with the kids of 
the goats; but abating one of the bulls every 
day, till they amounted to seven only. On the 
eighth day all work was laid aside, and then, as 
we said before, they sacrificed to God a bullock, 
a ram, and seven lambs, with a kid of the goats, 
for an expiation of sins. And this is the accus¬ 
tomed solemnity of the Hebrews, when they 
pitch their tabernacles. 

5. In the month of Xanthicus, which is by us 
called Nisan, and is the beginning of our year, 
on the fourteenth day of the lunar month, when 
the sun is in Aries, (for on this month it was that 
we were delivered from bondage under the 
Egyptians,) the law ordained, that we should 
every year slay that sacrifice which I before told 
you we slew when we came out of Egypt, and 
which was called the Passover: and so we do 
celebrate this passover in companies, leaving 
nothing of what we sacrifice till the day follow¬ 
ing. The feast of unleavened bread succeeds 
that of the passover, and falls on the fifteenth 
day of the month, and continues seven days, 
wherein they feed on unleavened bread; on every 
one of which days two bulls are killed, and one 
ram, and seven lambs. Now these lambs are 
entirely burnt, besides the kid of the goats, which 
is added to all the rest, for sins; for it is intended 
as a feast for the priest on every one of these 
days. But on the second day of unleavened 
bread, which is the sixteenth day of the month, 
they first partake of the fruits of the earth, for 
before that day they do not touch them. And 
while they suppose it proper to honor God, 
from whom they obtain a plentiful provision, in 
the first place they offer the first-fruits of their 
barley, and that in the manner following: they 
take a handful of the ears, and dn r them, then 
beat them small, and purge the barley from the 
bran; they then bring one tenth deal to the altar, 
to God; and casting one handful of it upon the 
fire, they leave the rest for the use of the priests. 
And after this it is that they may publicly or 
privately reap their harvest. They also, at this 
participation of the first-fruits of the earth, sa¬ 
crifice a lamb, as a burnt offering to God. 

6. When a week of weeks lias passed over 
after this sacrifice, (which weeks contain forty 
and nine days,) on the fiftieth day, which is Pen¬ 
tecost, but is called by the Hebrews Asartha, 
which signifies Pentecost, they bring to God a 
loaf, made of wheat flour, of two tenth deals, 
with leaven; and for sacrifices they bring two 
lambs; and when they have presented them to 
God they are made ready for supper tor the 
priests; nor is it permitted to leave any thing of 
them till the day following. They also slay three 
bullocks for a burnt-offering, and two rams, and 
fourteen lambs, with two kids of the goats, for 
sins; nor is there any one of the festivals but in 
it they offer burnt-offerings; they also allow 
themselves to rest on every one 0 ? them. Ac 
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cordinglv, the law prescribes in them all, what 
kinds tney are to sacrifice, and how they are to 
rest entirely, and must slay sacrifices in order to 
feast upon them. 

7. However, out of the common charges, ba¬ 
ked bread, [was set on the table of show-bread,] 
without leaven, of twenty-four tenth deals of 
flour, for so much is spent upon this bread: two 
heaps of these were baked; they were taken the 
day before the Snbbath, but were brought into 
the holy place on the morning of the Sabbath, 
and set upon the holy table, six on a heap, one 
loaf still standing over against another, where 
two golden cups full of frankincense were also 
set upon them, and there they remained till ano¬ 
ther babbath, and then otherloaves were brought 
in their stead, while the loaves were given to the 
riests for their food, and the frankincense was 
urnt in that sacred fire ivherein all their offer¬ 
ings were burnt also; and so other frankincense 
was set upon the loaves instead of what was 
there before. The [high] priest also, of his own 
charges, offered a sacrifice, and that twice every 
day. It was made of flour mingled with oil, and 
gently baked by the fire: the quantity was one 
tenth deal of flour; he brought the half of it to 
the fire in the morning, and the other half at 
night. The account of these sacrifices I shall 
ive more accurately hereafter; but I think I 
ave premised what for the present may be suf¬ 
ficient concerning them. 

CHAP. XI. 

Of the Purifications. 

$ 1. Moses took out the tribe of Levi from 
communicating with the rest of the people, and 
set them apart to be a holy tribe; and purified 
them by water, taken from perpetual springs, 
and with such sacrifices as were usually offered 
to God on the like occasions. He delivered to 
them also the tabernacle, and the sacred vessels, 
and the other curtains which were made for 
covering the tabernacle, that they might minis¬ 
ter under the conduct of the priests, who had 
been already consecrated to God. 

2. He also determined concerning animals; 
which of them might be used for food, and which 
they were obliged to abstain from; which mat¬ 
ters, when this work shall give me occasion, shall 
be further explained; and the causes shall be 
added, by which he was moved to allot some of 
them to be our food, and enjoined us to abstain 
from others. However, he entirely forbade us 
the use of blood for food, and esteemed it to con¬ 
tain the soul and spirit. He also forbade ns to 
eat the flesh of an animal that died of itself, as 
also the caul, and the fat of goats, and sheep, 
and bulls. 

3. He also ordered that those whose bodies 
were afflicted with leprosy, and that had a go¬ 
norrhoea, should not come into the city:* nay, 
he removed the women, when they had their 
natural purgations, till the seventh day; after 
which he looked on them ns pure, and permitted 
them to come in again. The law permits those 
also who have taken care of funerals to come in. 
after the same manner, when this number of 
days is over; but if nny continued longer than 
that number of days in‘a state of pollution, the 
law appointed the offering two lambs as a sacri¬ 
fice; tne one of which they are to purge by fire, 
and for the other the priests take it for them¬ 
selves. In the same manner do those sacrifice 
w ho have had the gonorrhoea. Put he that sheds 
his seed in his sleep, if he goes down into cold 
w’ater, he has the same privilege with those that 
have lawfully accompanied with their wives. 

* We rnny here noic, that Josephus frequently calls 
the camp the city, and the court of the Mosaic taberna¬ 
cle a temple, and the tabernacle itself a holy house, 


And for the lepers, he suffered them not to come 
into the city at all, nor to live with any others, 
as if they were in effect (lead persons; but if any 
one had obtained, by prayer to God, the recovery 
from that distemper, and had gained a healthful 
complexion again, such a one returned thanks 
to God, with several sorts of sacrifices; concern¬ 
ing which we will speak hereafter. 

4. 'Whence one cannot but smile at those who 
say, that Moses was himself afflicted with lepro¬ 
sy when he fled out of Egypt, and that he be¬ 
came the conductor of those who on that account 
left that country, and led them into the land 
of Canaan; for had this been true, Moses would 
not have made these laws to his own dishonor, 
which, indeed, it was more likely he would have 
opposed, if others had endeavored to introduce 
them, and this the rather, because there are 
lepers in many nations, who yet are in honor, 
and not only free from reproach and avoidance, 
but who have been great captains of armies, and 
been intrusted with high offices in the common¬ 
wealth; and have had the privilege of entering 
into holy places and temples; so that nothing 
hindered, but if either Moses himself, or the 
multitude that was with him, had been liable to 
such a misfortune, in the color of his skin, he 
might have made law's about them for their 
credit and advantage, and have laid no manner 
of difficulty upon them. Accordingly it is a plain 
case, that it is out of violent prejudice only that 
they report these things about us. Hut Moses 
was pure from any such distemper, and lived 
with countrymen who w ere pure of it also, and 
thence made the laws which concerned others 
that had the distemper. He did this for the 
honor of God. But as to these matters, let 
every one consider them after w hat manner he 
pleases. 

5. As to the women, when they have borne a 
child, Moses forbade them to come into the tem¬ 
ple, or to touch the sacrifices, before forty days 
were over, supposing it to be a boy; but*if she 
had borne a girl, the law' is, that she cannot be 
admitted before twice that number of days be 
over. And w hen, after the before-mentioned time 
appointed for them, they perform their sacrifices, 
the priests distribute them before God. 

6. But if anyone suspect that his wife has been 
guilty of adultery, he was to bring a tenth deal 
of barley-flour; they then cast one handful to 
God, and gave the rest of it to the priests for 
food. One of the priests set the woman at the 
gates that are turned towards the temple, and took 
the vail from her head, and wrote the name of 
God on parchment, and enjoined her to swear, 
that she liad not at all injured her husband; and 
to wish, that if she had violated her chastity, her 
right thigh might be put out of joint; that her 
belly might swell, and that she might die thus: 
but that if her husband, by the violence of his 
affection, and of the jealousy which nrose from it, 
had been rashly moved to this suspicion, that she 
might bear a male child on the tenth month.— 
Now when these oaths were over, the priest 
W'ipcd the name of God out of the parchment, and 
wrung the water into a vial. He also took some 
dust out of the temple, if any happened to be 
there, and put a little of it into the vial, and ^ave 
it her to drink; whereupon the woman, il she 
were unjustly accused, conceived with child, and 
brought it to perfection in her wonih: but if she 
had broken her faith of w edlock to her husband, 
nnd had sivorn falsely before God, she died in a 
reproachful manner: her thigh fell oil from her, 
and her belly swelled with a dropsy. And these 
are the ceremonies about sacrifices, and about 
the purifications thereto belonging, which Moses 

u'ith allusion to the latter city, temple, and holy house, 
which he knew so well long afterward. 
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provided for his countrymen. He also prescribed 
the following laws to them. 

CHAP. XII. 

Several Laws . 

{1. As for adultery, Moses forbade it entirely, 
as esteeming it a happy thing that men should 
be wise in the affairs of wedlock; and that it was 
profitable both to cities and families, that children 
should be known to be genuine. He also abhor¬ 
red men’s lying with their mothers, as one of the 
greatest crimes; and the like for lying with the 
father’s wife, and with aunts, and sisters, and 
sons’ wives, as all instances of abominable wick¬ 
edness. He also forbade a man to lie with his wife 
when she was defiled by her natural purgation: 
and not to come near brute beasts, nor to approve 
of the lying with a male, which was to hunt after 
unlawful pleasures on account of beauty. To 
those who were guilty of such insolent behavior, 
he ordained death for their punishment. 

2. As for the priests, he prescribed to them a 
double degree of purity;* for he restrained them 
in the instances above, and moreover forbade 
them to marry harlots. He also forbade them* to 
marry' a slave, or a captive, or such as got their 
living by cheating trades, and by keeping inns: 
as also a woman parted from her husband on any 
occasion whatsoever. Xay he did not think it 
proper for the high priest to marry even the wi¬ 
dow of one that was dead, though he allowed 
that to the priests, but he permitted him only to 
marry a virgin, and to retain her. Whence it is 
that the hign priest is not to come near to one 
that is dead, although the rest are not prohibited 
from coming near to their brethren, or parents, 
or children, when they are dead, but they are to 
be unblemished in all respects. He ordered, that 
the priest who had any blemish, should have his 

ortion indeed among the priests, but he forbade 
im to ascend the altar, or to enter into the holy 
house. He also enjoined them, not only to ob¬ 
serve purity in their sacred ministrations, but in 
their daily conversation, that it might be un- 
blameable also. And on this account it is, that 
those who wear the sacerdotal garments, are 
without spot, and eminent for their purity and so¬ 
briety; nor are they permitted to drink wine so 
long as they w r ear those garments.f Moreover, 
they offer sacrifices that are entire, and have no 
defect whatsoever. 

3. And truly Moses gave them all these pre¬ 
cepts, being such as were observed during his 
own lifetime. But though he lived now in the 
wilderness, yet did he make provision how they 
might observe the same laws when they should 
have taken the land of Canaan: he gave then 
rest to the land from ploughingand planting every 
seventh year, as he had prescribed to them to 
rest from working every seventh day; and order¬ 
ed, that then, what grew of its own accord out of 
the earth, should in common belong to all that 
pleased to use it, making no distinction in that re¬ 
spect between their own countrymen and foreign¬ 
ers: and he ordained, that they should do the 
same after seven times seven years, which in all 
are fifty years: and that fiftieth year is called by 
the Hebrews the Jubilee, wherein debtors are 
freed from their debts, and slaves are set at liber¬ 
ty; which slaves became such, though they were 
of the same stock, by transgressing some of those 
laws whose punishment was not capital, but they 
were punished by this method of slavery. This 
year also restores the land to its former possess- 

* Theso words of Josephus arc remarkable, that the 
lawgiver ofihe Jews required of the priests a double de¬ 
gree of purity, in comparison of that required of the peo¬ 
ple; of which he gives several instances immediately. It 
was for certain the ease also among the first Christians, 
of the clergy, in comparison of the laity, as the Apos¬ 
tolical Constitutions and canons every where inform us. 
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ors in the manner following: when the Jubilee ia 
come, which name denotes liberty, he that sold 
the land, and he that bought it, meet together 
and make an estimate, on one hand, of the fruiU 
gathered, and on the other hand, of the expenses 
laid out upon it. If the fruits gathered come to 
more than the expenses laid out, he that sold it 
takes the land again; but if the expenses prove 
more than the fruits, the present possessor re¬ 
ceives of the former owner the difference that 
was wanting, and leaves the land to him; and if 
the fruits received, and the expenses laid out, 
prove equal to one another, the present possessor 
relinquishes it to the former owner. Moses would 
have the same law obtain as to those houses also 
which were soid in villages; but he made a differ¬ 
ent law for such as were sold in a city; for if he 
that sold it tendered the purchaser his money 
again within a year, he was forced to restore it; 
but in case a whole year had intervened, the pur¬ 
chaser was to enjoy what he had bought. This 
was the constitution of the laws which Moses 
learned of God, when the camp lay under mount 
Sinai, and this he delivered in writing to the 
Hebrews. 

4. Now when this settlement of laws seemed to 
be well over, Moses thought fit at length to take 
a review of the host, as thinking it proper to 
settle the affairs of war. So he charged the 
heads of the tribes, excepting the tribe of Levi, 
to take an exact account of the number of those 
that were able to go to war; for as to the Levites 
they were holy, and free from all such burdens. 
Now, when the people had been numbered, there 
were found six hundred thousand that were able 
to go to war, from twenty to fifty years of age, 
besides three thousand six hundred and fifty. 
Instead of Levi, Moses took Manasseh, the son of 
Joseph, among the heads of tribes; and Ephraim 
instead of Joseph. It was indeed a desire of Ja¬ 
cob himself to Joseph, that he would give him his 
sons to be his own by adoption, as I have before 
related. 

5. When they set up the tabernacle, they re¬ 
ceived it into the midst of their camp, three of 
the tribes pitching their tents on each side of it, 
and roads were cut through the midst of these 
tents. It was like a well-appointed market; and 
every thing was there ready for sale in due or¬ 
der; and all sorts of artificers were in the shops; 
and it resembled nothing so much as a city that 
sometimes was moveable, and sometimes fixed. 
The priests had the first places about the taber¬ 
nacle; then the Levites, wno, because their whole 
multitude was reckoned from thirty days old, 
were twenty-three thousand eight hundred and 
eighty males. And during the time that the cloud 
stood over the tabernacle, they thought proper to 
stay in the same place, as supposing that God 
there inhabited among them: but when that re¬ 
moved, they journeyed also. 

6. Moreover, Moses was the inventor of the 
form of their trumpet, which was made of silver. 
Its description is tnis: in length it was little less 
than a cubit. It was composed of a narrow tube, 
somewhat thicker than a fiute, but with so much 
breadth as was sufficient for admission of the 
breath of a man’s mouth; it ended in the form 
of a bell, like common trumpets. Its sound was 
called, in the Hebrew tongue, Asosra. Two of 
these being made, one of them was sounded 
when they required the multitude to come toge¬ 
ther to congregations. When the first of them 
gave a signal, the heads of the tribes were to 
assemble, and to consult about the affairs to them 

t We must here note, with Roland, that the precepts 
given to the priests not to drink wine while they wore 
the sacred garments, is equivalent to their abstinence 
from it all the while they ministered in the temple, be¬ 
cause they then always, and then only, wore those sa¬ 
cred garments, which were laid up there from one time 
of ministration to another. 
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properly belonging; but when they gave the sig¬ 
nal Dy both of them, they called the multitude 
together. Whenever the tabernacle was remov¬ 
ed, it was done in this solemn order: at the first 
alarm of the trumpet, those whose tents were on 
the east quarter prepared to remove; when the 
second signal was given, those that were on the 
south quarter did the like; in the next place, the 
tabernacle was taken to pieces, and was carried 
in the midst of six tribes that went before, and six 
that followed, nil the Levites assisting about the 
tabernacle; when the third signal was given, 
that part which had their tents towards the west 
put themselves into motion; and at the fourth sig¬ 
nal, those on the north did so likewise. They 
also made use of these trumpets in their sacred 
ministrations, when they were bringing their sa¬ 
crifices to the altar, as well on the Sabbaths as 
on the rest of the [festival] days. And now it 
was that Moses offered that sacrifice which was 
called the Passover, in the wilderness, as the first 
he had offered after the departure out of Egypt. 

CHAP. XIII. 

How Moses removed from Mount Sinai , and con¬ 
ducted the People from the Borders of Canaan. 

§ 1. A LITTLE while afterward he rose up, and 
went from mount Sinai; and having passed 
through several mansions of which we shall speak 
anon, ne came to a place called Hazcroth, where 
the multitude began again to be mutinous, and 
to blame Moses for the misfortunes they had suf¬ 
fered in their travels; and that when he had per¬ 
suaded them to leave a good land, they at once 
had lost that lend, and instead of that happy state 
he had promised them, they were still wander¬ 
ing in tneir present miserable condition, being 
already in want of water; and if the manna 
should happen to fail, they must then utterly 
perish. Yet while they generally spake many 
and sore things against the man, there was one 
of them who exhorted them not to be unmindful 
of Moses, and of what great pains he had been at 
about their common safety; and not to despair 
of assistance from God. The multitude there¬ 
upon became still more unruly, and more muti¬ 
nous against Mose9 than before. Thereupon 
Moses, although he were so basely abused by 
them, encouraged them in tbeir despairing con¬ 
dition, and promised that he would procure them 
a great quantity of flesh meat, and that not for a 
few day9 only, but for many days. This they 
were not willing to believe: and when one of 
them asked, whence he could obtain such a vast 
plenty of what he promised? he replied, neither 
God, nor 1, although w'e hear suen opprobrious 
words from you, will leave off our labors for 
you, and this shall soon appear also. As soon 
as ever he had said this, the w'holc camp was filled 
with quails; and they stood round about them, 
and gathered them in great numbers. However, 
it w'as not long ere God punished the Hebrews 
for their insolence, and those reproaches they 
had used towards him, for no small number of 
them died. And still to this day the place retains 
the memory of this destruction, and is named 
Kibroth-hattaavah, which is, the graves of lust. 

CHAP. XIV. 

JIow Moses sent some Persons to search out the 
IaltuI of the Canaanites, and the largeness of 
their Cities: and further, that when those who 
were sent v?cre returned , after forty Days, and 
reported that they should not be a match for them, 
and extolled the strength of the Canaanitcs, the 
multitude wc re disturbed, and fell into despair , 
and were resolved to stone Closes, and to return 
back again into Egypt,and serve the Egyptians. 

} 1. When Moses had led the Hebrews away 
from thence to a place called Paran, which was 
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near to the borders of the Canaanites, and a 
place difficult to be continued in, he gathered 
the multitude together to a congregation; and 
standing in the midst of them, he said, Of the 
two things that God determined to bestow upon 
us, liberty, and the possession of a happy coun¬ 
try, the one of them ye already are partakers 
of, by the gift of God, and the other you will 
quickly obtain; for we now have our abode near 
the borders of the Canaanites, and nothing can 
hinder the acquisition of it, when we now at last 
are fallen upon it; 1 say, not only no king nor 
city, but neither the whole race of mankind, if 
they were all gathered together, could do it. 
Let us, therefore, prepare ourselves for the 
W’ork, for the Canaanites will not resign up their 
land to us without fighting.but it must be wrest¬ 
ed from them by great struggles in war. Let us 
then send spies, who may take a view of the 
goodness of the land, and what strength it is of. 
Put above all things, let us be of one mind, and 
let us honor God, who, above all, is our helper 
and assister.” 

2. When Mose9 had said thus, the multitude 
requited him with marks of respect; and chose 
twelve spies, of the most eminent men, one out 
of each tribe, who, passing over all the land of 
Canaan, from the borders of Egypt, came to the 
city Hamath, and to mount Lebanon: and having 
learned the nature of the land, and of its inhabit¬ 
ants, they came home, having spent forty days 
in the whole work. They also brought with them 
of the fruits which the land bare: they also 
showed them the excellency of those fruits, and 
gave an account of the great quantity of the 
good things that land afforded, which were mo¬ 
tives to the multitude to go to war. But then 
they terrified them again with the great difficul¬ 
ty there was in obtaining it; that the rivers 
were so large and deep that they could not be 
passed over; and that the hills were so high, 
that they could not travel along for them; that 
the cities were strong with walls, and the ir firm 
fortifications round about them. They told them 
also, that they found at Hebron the posterity of 
the giants. Accordingly, these spies, who had 
seen the land of Canaan, when they perceived 
that all these difficulties were greater tnere than, 
they had met with since they came out of Egypt, 
they were affrighted at them themselves, and 
endeavored to atlright the multitude also. 

3. So they supposed, from what they had 
heard, that it was impossible to get the posses¬ 
sion of the country. And when the congregation 
was dissolved, they, their wives, and children, 
continued their lamentation, as if God would not 
indeed assist them, hut only promised them fair. 
They nlso again blamed Moses, and made a cla¬ 
mor against him and his brother Aaron, the high 
priest. Accordingly they passed that night very 
ill, and with contumelious language against 
them; but in the morning they ran to a congre¬ 
gation, intending to stone Moses and Aaron> and 
so to return into Egypt. 

4. But of the spies, there were Joshua, the son 
of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim; and Calto, of 
the tribe of Judah, that were afraid of the con¬ 
sequence, and came into the midst of them, and 
stilled the multitude, and desired them to be of 

ood courage, and neither to condemn God, as 

aving told them lies, neither to hearken to those 
w F ho had affrighted them by idling them what 
was not true concerning the Canaanites, but to 
those that encouraged them to hope for good 
success; and that they should gain possession of 
the happiness promised them, because neither 
the height of mountains, nor the depth of rivers, 
could hinder men of true courage from attempt¬ 
ing them, especially while God would take care 
of them beforehand, nnd he assistant to them. 
Let us then go, said they, against our enemies, 
and have no suspicion of ill success, trusting to 
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God to conduct us, and following those that are 
to be our leaders. Thus did these two exhort 
them, and endeavor to pacify the rage they 
were in. But Moses and Aaron fell on the 
ground, and besought God, not for their own de¬ 
liverance, but that he would put a stop to what 
the people were unwarily doing, and would bring 
their nnnds to a quiet temper, which were now 
disordered by their present passion. The cloud 
also did now appear, and stood over the taberna¬ 
cle, and declared to them the presence of God to 
be there. 

CHAP. XV. 

How Moses was displeased at this; and foretold 
that God was angry , and that they should con¬ 
tinue in the JVilderness for Forty Years, and 
not [during that time] either return into Egypt, 
or take Possession of Canaan. 

§ 1. Moses came now boldly to the multitude, 
and informed them that God was moved at their 
abuse of him, and would inflict punishment upon 
them, not indeed such as they deserved for their 
sins, but such as parents inflict on their chil¬ 
dren, in order to their correction: for, he said, 
that when he was in the tabernacle, and was be¬ 
wailing with tears that destruction which was 
coming upon them, God put him in mind what 
things he had done for them, and what benefits 
they had received from him, arid yet how un¬ 
grateful they had been to him; that just now 
they had been induced, by the tiinorousness of 
the spies, to think that their words were truer 
than his own promise to them; and that on this 
account, though he would not indeed destroy 
them all, nor utterly exterminate their nation, 
which he had honored more than any other 
part of mankind, yet he would not permit them 
to take possession of the land of Canaan, nor 
enjoy its happiness, but would make them wan¬ 
der in the wilderness, and live without any fixed 
habitation, and without a city, for forty years to¬ 
gether, as a punishment for this their transgres¬ 
sion : but that he hath promised to give that land 
to our children, and that he would make them 
the possessors of those good things, which, by 
your ungoverned passions, you have deprived 
yourselves of. 

2. When Moses had discoursed thus to them, 
according to the direction of God, the multitude 

f rieved, and were in allliction, and entreated 
loses to procure their reconciliation to God, 
and to permit them no longer to wander in the 
wilderness, but to bestow cities upon them. But 
he replied, that God would not admit of any 
such trial, for that God was not moved to this 
determination from any human levity, or anger, 
but that he had judicially commanded them to 
that punishment. Now we are not to disbelieve 
that Moses, who was but a single person, pacified 
so many ten thousands when they were in anger, 
and converted them to a mildness of temper; for 
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God was with him, and prepared the way to his 
persuasions of the multitude; and as they had of¬ 
ten been disobedient, they were now sensible that 
such disobedience was disadvantageous to them 
and that they had still thereby fallen into calami¬ 
ties. 

3. But this man was admirable for his virtue, 
and powerful in making men give credit to what 
he delivered, not only during the time of his na¬ 
tural life, but even there is still no one of the He¬ 
brews, who does not act even now as if Moses 
were present, and ready to punish him, if he 
should do any.thing that is indecent; nay, there 
is no one but is obedient to what laws he ordain¬ 
ed, although they might be concealed in their 
transgressions. There are also many other de¬ 
monstrations that his power was more than hu¬ 
man, for still some there have been, who have 
come from the parts beyond Euphrates, a jour¬ 
ney of four months, through many dangers, and 
great expenses, in honor of our temple: and 
yet, when they had offered their oblations, could 
not partake of their own sacrifices, because Mo¬ 
ses had forbidden it, by somewhat in the law that 
did not permit them, or somewhat that had be¬ 
fallen them, which our ancient customs made 
inconsistent therewith; some of these did not 
sacrifice at all, and others left their sacrifices in 
an imperfect condition; nay, many were not able 
even at first so much as to enter into the temple, 
but went their wavs in this state, as preferring a 
submission to the laws of Moses, belore the ful¬ 
filling of their own inclinations, even when they 
had no fear upon them that any body could con¬ 
vict them, but only out of a reverence to their 
own conscience. Thus this legislation, which ap¬ 
peared to be divine, made this man to be esteem¬ 
ed as one superior to his own human nature. 
Nay, farther, a little before the beginningof this 
war, when Claudius was emperor of the Romans, 
and Ismael was our high priest, and when so 
great a famine was come upon us,* that one 
tenth [deal of wheat] was sole! for four drachmae; 
and when no less than seventy cori of flour were 
brought into the temple at the feast of unleaven¬ 
ed bread, (these cori arc thirty-one Sicilian, but 
forty-one Athenian medimni,) not one of the 
priests was so hardy as to eat one crumb of it, 
even while so great a distress was on the land, 
and this out of a dread of the law, and of that 
wrath which God retains against acts of wicked¬ 
ness, even when no one can accuse the actors. 
Whence we are not to wonder at what was then 
done, while to this very day the writings left by 
Moses have so great a force, that even those that 
hate us, do confess, that he who established this 
settlement was God, and that it was by the 
means of Moses, and of his v irtue; but as to these 
matters, let every one take them as he thinks fit. 

* This great famine, in the days of Claudius, is again 
mentioned in Antiq. B. xx. chap. ii. sect. 6; and Acts 
xi. 28. 


BOOK IV. 

CONTAINING TIIE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS.—FROM THE REJECTION OF THAT 
GENERATION TO TIIE DEATH OF MOSES. 


CHAP. I. 

The Fight of the Hebrews with the Canaanites, 
without the Consent of Moses, and their Defeat. 

} 1. Now this life of the Hebrews in the wil¬ 
derness was so disagreeable and troublesome to 
them, and they' were so uneasy at it, that al¬ 
though God had forbidden them to meddle with 
the Canaanites, yet could they not be persuaded 
to he obedient to the words of Moses, and to be 
quiet; but supposing they should dc able to beat 


their enemies, even without his approbation, they 
accused him, and suspected that ne made it his 
business to keep them in a distressed condition, 
(hat they might always stand in need of his as¬ 
sistance. Accordingly, they resolved^ to fight 
with the Canaanites, and said, that God gave 
them his assistance, not out of regard to Moses’s 
intercessions, but because he took care ot their 
entire nation, on account of their forefathers, 
whose affairs he took under his own conduct; as 
also, that it was on account of their own virtue 
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that he had formerly procured them their liberty, 
and would lie assisting to them, now they were 
willing to take pains lor it. They also said, that 
they were of themselves of abilities sufficient for 
the conquest of their enemies, although Moses 
should have a mind to alienate God from them: 
that however it was for their advantage to be 
their own masters, and not so far to rejoice in 
their deliverance from the indignities they endu¬ 
red under the Egyptians, as to bear the tyranny 
of Moses over them, and to sutler themselves to 
be deluded, and to live according to his pleasure, 
as though God did only foretell what concerns ns 
out of his kindness to him, as if they were not 
all the posterity of Abraham, that God made 
him alone the author of all the knowledge we 
have, and we must still learn it from him: that 
it would be a piece of prudence to oppose his 
arrogant pretences, and to put their confidence 
in God, and to resolve to take possession of that 
land which he had promised them, and not to 
give ear to him, who, on this account, and-nnder 
the pretence of divine authority, forbade them 
so to do. Considering therefore the distressed 
state they were in at present, and that in these 
desert places they were still to expect things 
would be worse w ith them, they resolved to fight 
with the Canaanites, as submitting only to God, 
their supreme commander, and not waiting for 
any assistance from their legislator. 

2. When therefore they had come to this reso¬ 
lution, as being best for them, they went among 
their enemies; but those enemies w r ere not dis¬ 
mayed either at the attack itself, or at the great 
multitude that made it, and received them with 
great courage. Many of the Hebrew's were slain; 
and the remainder of the army, upon the disor¬ 
der of their troops, were pursued, and fled, after 
a shameful manner to their camp. Whereupon 
this unexpected misfortune made them quite 
despond; and they hoped for nothing that w r as 
good, as gathering from it, that this affliction 
came from the wrath of God, because they rashly 
went out to war without his approbation. 

3. But when Moses saw how deeply they were 
affected with this defeat, and being afraid lest 
the enemies should grow insolent upon this vic¬ 
tory, and should be desirous of gaining still 
greater glory, and should attack them, resolved 
that it was proper to withdraw the army into the 
wilderness, to a farther distance from the Ca¬ 
naanites; so the multitude gave themselves up 
again to his conduct; for they were sensible, that 
without his care for them, their affairs could not 
be in a good condition; and he caused the host 
to remove, and he w’ent farther into the wilder¬ 
ness, as intending there to let them rest, and not 
to permit them to fight the Canaanites before 
God should afford them a more favorable oppor¬ 
tunity. 

chap. ii. 

The Sedition of Corah , and of the Multitude , 

against Moses , and against his Brother , con¬ 
cerning the Priesthood. 

§ 1. That which is usually the case of great 
armies, and especially upon ill success, to be hard 
to be pleased, and governed with difficulty, did 
now befall the Jews; for they being in num¬ 
ber six hundred thousand, and by reason of their 
great multitude not readily suhject to their go- 
vernols even in prosperity, they at this time 
were more than usually angry, both against one 
another, ami against their leader, because of the 
distress they were in, and the calamities they 
then endured. Such a sedition overtook them, 
as we have not the like example either among 
the Groks or the barhurians, by which they 
were in danger of being nil destroyed; hut were 
notwithstanding saved by Moses, who would not 
remember that be had been almost stoned to 
death by them. Nor did God neglect to prevent 
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their ruin, but notwithstanding the indignities 
thev had offered their legislator, and the laws, 
and their disobedience to the commandments 
which he had sent them by Moses, he delivered 
them from those terrible calamities, which, with¬ 
out his providential care, had been brought upon 
(hr in by this sedition. So I will first explain the 
cause whence this sedition arose, and then give 
an account of the sedition itself; as also of w hat 
settlements Moses made for their government, 
after it w r as over. 

2. Corah, a Hebrew of principal account, both 
by his family and by his wealth, one that was also 
able to speak well, and one that could easily per¬ 
suade the people by his speeches, saw that Mo¬ 
ses was in an exceeding great dignity, and was 
uneasy at it, and envied him on that account, 
(he was of the same tribe W’ith Moses, and of kin 
to him,) was particularly grieved, because he 
thought he better deserved that honorable post 
on account of his great riches, and not inferior 
to him in his birth. So he raised a clamor 
against him among the Levites, who were of the 
same tribe, and especially among Ids kindred, 
saying, “That it was a very sad thing that they 
should overlook Moses, while he hunted after 
and paved the way to glory for himself, and by 
ill arts should obtain it, under the pretence o? 
God’s command; while, contrary to the laws, he 
had given the priesthood to Aaron, not by the 
common suffrage of the multitude, but by his 
own vote, as bestowing dignities in a tyrannical 
way on whom he pleased. He added, that this 
concealed way of imposing on them was harder 
to be borne, than if it had been done by an open 
force upon them, because he now did not only- 
take away their power without their consent, but 
even while they were unapprized of his contri¬ 
vances against them; for whosoever is conscious 
to himself that lie deserves any dignity, aims to 
get it by persuasion, and not by an arrogant me¬ 
thod of violence; but those that believe it impos¬ 
sible to obtain those honors justly, they malic a 
show of goodness, and do notintruduce force, but 
by cunning tricks grow wickedly powerful; that 
it was proper for the multitude to punish such 
men, even while they think themselves conceal¬ 
ed in their designs, and not sutler them to gain 
strength, till they have them for their open ene¬ 
mies. For what account, added he, is Moses 
able to give why he has bestowed the priesthood 
on Aaron and his sons? for if God had determin¬ 
ed to bestow that honor on one of the tribe of 
Levi, I am more worthy of it than he is, 1 myself 
being equal to Moses by my family, and superior 
to him both iu riches and iu age; but if God had 
determined to bestow it on the eldest tribe, that 
of Reubel might have it most justly; and then 
Datlian and Abiruiu, and [On, the son ofJ.lVleth, 
would have it, for these arc the oldest men of that 
tribe, and potent on account of their great wealth 
also.” 

3. Now Corah, when he had said this, had a mind 
to appear to take care of the public welfare, but 
in reality he was endeavoring to procure to have 
that dignity transferred by the multitude to him¬ 
self. Thus did he, out of a malignant design, 
but with plausible words, discourse to those of 
his own tribe; and when these words did gra¬ 
dually spread to more of the people, and when 
the hearers still added to wiiat tended to the 
scandals that were cast upon Aaron, the whole 
army was full of them. Now of those that con¬ 
spired with Corah, there were two hundred and 
fifty, and those of the principal men also, who 
were eager to have the priesthood taken away 
from Moses’s brother, and to bring him into dis¬ 
grace: nav, the multitude themselves were pro¬ 
voked to be seditious, and attempted to stone 
Moses; and gathered themselves together after 
an indecent manner, with confusion and disorder. 
And 30w they all were, in a tumultuous manner 



BOOK IV.—CIIAP. III. 


raising a clamor before the Ubcrnacle of God, 
to prosecute the tyrant, and to relieve the mul¬ 
titude from their slavery under him, who, under 
color of the divine commands, laid violent in¬ 
junctions upon them; for that, had it been God 
who chose one that was to perform the office of a 
priest, he would have raised a worthy person to 
that dignity, and would not have produced such 
a one as was inferior to many others, nor have 
given him that office; and in that case had he 

i 'udged it fit to bestow it on Aaron, he would 
lave permitted it to the multitude to bestow it, 
and not have left it to be bestowed by his own 
brother. 

4. JVow, although Moses had a great while ago 
foreseen this calumny of Corab, and had seen 
that the people were irritated, yet was he not af¬ 
frighted at it; but being of good courage, because 
he had given them right advice about their affairs, 
and knowing that his brother had been made 
partaker of the priesthood at the command of 
God and not by his own favor to him, he came 
to the assembly; and, as for the multitude, he 
said not a word to them, but spake as loud to Co¬ 
rah as he could; and being very skilful in making 
speeches, and having this natural talent among 
others, that he could greatly move the multitude 
with his discourses, he said, “ O Coral), both thou, 
and all these with thee, (pointing to the two hun¬ 
dred and fifty men,) seem to be worthy of this 
honor; nor do I pretend but that this whole 
company may be worthy of the like dignity; al¬ 
though they may not be so rich or so great as you 
are: nor have I taken and given this office to my 
brother, because he excelled others in riches, for 
thou exceedest us both in the greatness of thy 
wealth;* nor indeed because he was of an emi¬ 
nent family, for God, by giving us the same com¬ 
mon ancestor, has made our families equal; nay, 
nor ivas it out of brotherly affection, which ano¬ 
ther might yet have justly done; for certainly, 
unless I had bestowed this honor out of regard 
to God and to his laws, I had not passed by my¬ 
self, and given it to another, as being nearer of 
kin to myself than to my brother, and having a 
closer intimacy with myself than I have with 
him; for surely, it would not be a wise thing for 
me, to expose myself to the dangers of offending, 
and to bestow the happy employment on this ac¬ 
count upon another. But I am above such base 
practices: nor would God have overlooked this 
matter, and seem himself thus despised, nor 
would he have suffered you to be ignorant of 
what you were to do, in order to please him; but 
he hath himself chosen one that is to perforin 
that sacred office to him, and thereby freed us 
from that care. So that it was not a thing that 
I pretend to give, but only according to the de¬ 
termination ot God; I therefore propose it still 
to he contended for by such as please to put in 
for it, onl}' desiring, that he who has bet n already 
preferred, and has already obtained it, may be 
allowed now also to offer himself for n candidate. 
He prefers your peace, and your living without 
sedition, to this honorable employment, although 
in truth it was with you ‘approbation that he ob¬ 
tained it; for though God were the donor, yet do 
we rot offend when we think fit to accept ft with 
your good will; yet would it have been an in- 
of impiety not to have, taken that honor- 
ao.e employment when lie offered it; nay, it had 
been exceeding unreasonable, when God had 
thought fitany one should have it for all time to 
come, and had made it secure and firm to him, 
to have refused it. However, he himself will 
judge again who it shall be whom he would have 
to offer sacrifices to him, and to have the direc¬ 
tion of matters of religion; for it is absurd that 
Corah, who is ambitious of this honor, should 

* llelaml here takes notice, that although our Bibles 
say little or nothing of these riches of Corah, yet that 
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deprive God of the power of giving it to whom 
he pleases. Put an end therefore to your sedi¬ 
tion and disturbance on this account; and to-mor¬ 
row morning do every one of you that desire the 
riesthood bring a censer from home, and conic 
ither with incense and fire: and do thou, O Co¬ 
rah, leave the judgment to God, and await to see 
on which side he will give his determination 
upon this occasion; but do not thou make thy¬ 
self greater than God. Do thou also come, that 
this contest about this honorable employment 
may receive determination. And I suppose we 
may admit Aaron, without offence, to offer him¬ 
self to this scrutiny, since he is of the same 
lineage with thyself, and has done nothing in his 
priesthood that can be liable to exception. Come 
ye therefore together, and offer your incense in 
public before all the people; and when you offer 
it, he whose sacrifice God shall accept’ shall be 
ordained to tbe priesthood, and shall be clear of 
the present calumny on Aaron, as if I had grant¬ 
ed him that favor because he was my brother." 

CHAP. III. 

How those that stirred vp this Sedition were de¬ 
stroyed According to the H r ill of God; and how 
Aaron , Moses's Brother , both he and his Pos¬ 
terity, retained (he Priesthood. 

§ 1. Whets' Moses had said this, the multitude 
left off the turbulent behavior they had indulged, 
and the suspicion they had of Moses, and com¬ 
mended what he had said, for those proposals 
were good, and so were esteemed of the people. 
At that time therefore they dissolved the assem¬ 
bly. But on the next day they came to the con¬ 
gregation, in order to be present at the sacrifice, 
and at the determination that was to be made be¬ 
tween the candidates for the priesthood. JSiovv 
thi3 congregation proved a turbulent one, and 
the multitude were in great suspense in expecta¬ 
tion of what was to be done; for some of them 
would have been pleased if Moses had been con¬ 
victed of evil practices, but the w iser sort desired 
that they might be delivered from the present 
disorder and disturbance: for they were afraid, 
that if this sedition went on, the good order of 
their settlement would rather be destroyed; but 
the whole body of the people do naturally delight 
in clamors against their governors, and by 
changing their opinions upon the harangues of 
every speaker, disturb the public tranquility. 
And now Moses sent messengers for Abirani and 
Dathan, and ordered them to come to the assem¬ 
bly, and wait there for the holy offices that were 
to be performed. But they answered the mes¬ 
sengers that they would not obey his summons ; 
nay, would not overlook Moses’s behavior, who 
was growing too great for them by evil practices. 
IVow when Moses heard of this their answer, he 
desired the heads of the people to follow him 
and he went to the faction of Dathan, not think¬ 
ing it any frightful thing at all to go to these in¬ 
solent people; so they made no opposition, but 
went along with him. But Dathan and his asso¬ 
ciates, when they understood that Moses and the 
principal of the people were coming to them, 
came out with their wives and children, and 
stood before their tents, and looked to see what 
Moses would do. They had also iheir servants 
about them to defend themselves, in case Moses 
should use force against them. 

2. But he came near, and lifted up his hands to 
heaven, and cried out with a loud voice, in order 
to be heard by the whole multitude; and said, 
“O Lord of the creatures that are in the heaven, 
in the earth, and in the sea; for thou art the most 
authentic witness to what l have done, that it 
has nil been done by thy appointment, and that 

both the Jews and Mahommedans, as well as Josephus 
arc full of if. 
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it was thou that affordedst us assistance when 
ne attempted any thing-, and showedst mercy on 
the Hebrews in all their distresses, do thou come 
now, and hear nil that I say, for no action nor 
thought escapes thy knowledge; so that thou 
wilt not disdain to speak what is true, for my 
vindication, without any regard to the ungrateful 
imputations of these men. As for what was done 
belore I was born, thou knowest be>t, as not 
learning them by report, but seeing them, and 
being present with tliein when they were done; 
but for what has been done of late, and which 
these men, although they know them well 
enough, unjustly pretend to suspect, he thou my 
witness. When I lived a private quiet life, I left 
those good things, which by my own diligence, 
and by thy counsel, I enjoyed with Raguel my 
father-in-law, and gave myself up to this people, 
and underwent many miseries on their account. 
I also bore great labors at first, in order to ob¬ 
tain liberty tor them, and now, in order to their 
preservation; and have always showed myself 
ready to assist them in every distress of theirs. 
Now, therefore, since 1 am suspected by those 
very men, whose being is owing to my labors, 
corns thou, as it is reasonable to hope thou wilt: 
thou, I say, who showedst me that lire at mount 
Sinai, and madest me hear its voice, and to see 
the several wonders which that place afforded 
me: thou, who commandedst me to go to Egypt, 
and declare thy will to this people: thou, who 
disturbedst the’ happy estate of the Egyptians, 
andgavest us the opportunity of flying away from 
our slavery under them, and madest the do¬ 
minion of Pharaoh inferior to my dominion: thou, 
who didst make the sea dry land for us, when we 
knew not whither to go, and didst overwhelm the 
^eyp l * ans with those destructive waves which 
had been divided for us: thou, who didst be¬ 
stow upon ns the security of weapons when we 
were naked: thou who didst make the foun¬ 
tains that were corrupted to flow so as to be fit 
for drinking, and didst furnish us with water 
that came out of the rock®, when we were in 
the greatest want of it: thou, who didst pre¬ 
serve our lives with [quails,] which was food 
from the sea, when the fruits of the ground fail¬ 
ed us: thou, who didst send us such food from 
heaven, as had never been seen before: thou, 
who didst suggest to us the knowledge of thy 
laws, and appoint us a form of government: come 
thou, I say, O Lord of the whole world, and that 
as such a judge and a witness to me as cannot be 
bribed, and snow how I have never admitted of 
any gift against justice from any of the Hebrews; 
and nave never condemned a poor man that ought 
to have been acquitted, on account of one that was 
rich; and have never attempted to hurt this com¬ 
monwealth. I am now here present, and am sus¬ 
pected of a thing, the remotest from my inten¬ 
tions, as if I had given the priesthood to Aaron, 
not at thy command, but out of my own favor to 
hiin: do thou at this time demonstrate, that all 
things are administered by thy providence, and 
that nothing happens by chance, but is governed 
by thy will, and thereby attains its end: as also 
demonstrate, that thou takest care of those that 
have done good to the Hebrews; demonstrate this, 
I say, by the punishment of Abiram and I>athan, 
who condemn thee as an insensible being, and one 
"Overcome by my contrivance. This wilt thou do 
by inflicting such an open punishment on these 
men, who so madly fly in the face of thy glory, 
as will take them out of the world, not in an 
ordinary manner, but so that it may appear 
they do not die after the manner of other men; 
let that ground which they tread upon, open 

* It nppcnra here, and from the Samaritan Tenta- 
teuch, and, in effect, from the Psalmist, ns also from 
the Apostolical Constitutions, from Clement’s first epis¬ 
tle to the Corinthians, from Ignatius’s epistle to the 
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I about them, and consume them with their fami¬ 
lies and goods. This will be a demonstration of 
thy power to all men; and this method of their 
sufferings will be an instruction of wisdom for those 
that entertain profane sentiments of thee. By 
this means 1 shall be found a good servant, in the 
wecepts thou hast given by me. But if the ca- 
ummes they have raised against me be true, 
mayest thou preserve these men from every evil 
accident, ana bring all that destruction on me 
which I have imprecated upon them. And when 
thou hast inflicted punishment on those that have 
endeavored to deal unjustly with this people, 
bestow upon them concord and peace. Save this 
multitude that follow thy commandments, ana 
preserve them free from barm, and let them not 
partake of the punishment of those that have 
sinned; for thou knowest thyself, it is not just, 
that for the wickedness of those men, the whole 
body of the Israelites should suffer punishment.” 

3. When Moses had said this, with tears in his 
eyes, the ground was moved on a sudden; and 
the agitation that set it in motion was like that 
which the wind produces in the wavesof the sea. 
The people were all affrighted, and the ground 
that was about their tents sunk down at the great 
noise with a terrible sound, and carried whatso¬ 
ever was dear to the seditious into itself, who so 
entirely perished, that there was not the least 
appearance that any man had ever been seen 
there, the earth that had opened itself about 
them, closing again, and becoming entire as it 
was before, insomuch that such as saw it after¬ 
ward did not perceive that any such accident had 
happened to it. Thus did these men perish, and 
become a demonstration of the power of God. 
And truly, any one would lament them, not only 
on account of this calamity that befell them, 
which yet deserves our commiseration, but also 
because their kindred were pleased with their 
sufferings; for they forgot the relation they bare 
to them, and at the sight of this sad accident ap- 

C roved of the judgment given against them; and 
ecause they looked upon the people about Da- 
than as pestilent men, they thought they perished 
as such, and did not grieve for them. 

4. And now Moses called for those that con¬ 
tended about the priesthood, that trial might be 
made w'ho should be priest, and that he whose 
sacrifice God was most pleased with might - be 
ordained to that function. There attended two 
hundred and fifty men, who indeed were ho¬ 
nored by the people, not only on account of the 
power of their ancestors, but also on account of 
their own, in which they excelled the others: 
Aaron also and Corah came forth, and they all 
offered incense, in those censers of theirs which 
they brought with them, before the tabernacle. 
Hereupon so great a fire shone out as no one 
ever saw in any that is made by the hand of man, 
neither in those eruptions out of the earth, that 
are caused by subterraneous burnings, nor in 
such fires as rise of their own accord in the 
woods, when the agitation is caused by the trees 
rubbing one against another, but this fire was 
very bright, and had a terrible flame, such as is 
kindled at the command of God; by whose erup¬ 
tion on them, all the company, and Corah him¬ 
self, were destroyed,* and this so entirely, that 
iheir very bodies left no remains behind them. 
Aaron alone w'as preserved, and not at all hurt by 
the fire, because it was God that sent the fire to 
burn those only who ought to be burned. Here¬ 
upon Moses, after these men were destroyed, was 
de sirous that the memory of thisjudginent might 
be delivered down to posterity, and that future 
ages might be acquainted with it; and so he com 

Mapnesians, and from Eusebius, that Corah was noi 
swallowed up with the Iteuhcniles, but burned with the 
Levites of his own tribe. See Essay on the Old Tes¬ 
tament, p. 64, Go. 
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manded Eleazar, the son of Aaron, to put their 
ceasers near the brazen altar, that they might 
be a memorial to posterity of what these men 
suffered, for supposing that the power of God 
might be eluded. And thus Aaron was now no 
longer esteemed to have the priesthood by the 
favor of Moses, but by the public judgment of 
God: and thus he and his children peaceably en¬ 
joyed the honor afterwards. 

CHAP. IV. 

What happened to the Hebrews during’ Thirty 
eight Years in the Wilderness. 

£ 1. However, this sedition was so far from 
ceasing upon this destruction, that it grew much 
stronger, and became more intolerable. And 
the occasion of its growing worse was of that 
nature, as made it likely the calamity would ne¬ 
ver cease, but last for a long time: for the men 
believing already that nothing is done without 
the providence of God, would have it that these 
things came thus to pass not without God’s fa¬ 
vor to Moses; they therefore laid the blame 
upon him, that God was so angry, and that this 
happened not so much because of the wicked¬ 
ness of those that were punished, as because Mo¬ 
ses procured their punishment; and that these 
men had been destroyed without any sin of theirs, 
only because they were zealous about the divine 
worship; as also that he who had been the cause 
of this diminution of the people, by destroying so 
many men, and those the most excellent of them 
all, besides his escaping any punishment himself, 
had now given the priesthood to his brother so 
firmly, that nobody could any longer dispute it 
with him; for no one else, to be sure, could now put 
in for it, since he must have seen those that first 
did so to have miserably perished. Nay, besides 
this, the kindred of those that were destroyed 
made great entreaties to the multitude to abate 
the arrogance of Moses, because it would be sa¬ 
fest for them so to do. 

2. Now t Moses, upon his hearing for a good 
while that the people were tumultuous, was afraid 
that they would attempt some other innovation, 
and that some great and sad calamity would be 
the consequence; he called the multitude to a 
congregation, and patiently heard what apology 
they made for themselves, without opposing them, 
and this lest he should embitter the multitude: 
he only desired the heads of the tribes to bring 
their rods,* with the names of their tribes in¬ 
scribed upon them; and that he should receive 
the priesthood, in whose rod God should give a 
sign. This was agreed to. So the rest brought 
their rods, as did Aaron also, who had written 
the tribe of Levi on his rod. These rods Moses 
laid up In the tabernacle of God. On the next 
day he brought out the rode, which were known 
from one another by those who brought them, 
they having distinctly noted them, as had the 
multitude also; and as to the rest, in the same 
form Moses received them, in that they saw them 
still, but they also saw buds and branches grown 
out of Aaron’s rod, with ripe fruits upon them; 
they were almonds, the rod having been cut out 
of that tree. The people were so amazed at 
this strange sight, that though Moses and Aaron 
were before under some degree of hatred, they 
now laid that hatred aside, and began to admire 
the judgment of God concerning them; so that 
hereafter they applauded what God had decreed, 
and permitted Aaron to enjoy the priesthood 
peaceably. And thus God ordaiued him priest 
three several times, and he retained that honor 
without farther disturbance. And hereby this 
sedition of the Hebrews, which had been a great 

* Concerning these twelve rods of the twelve tribes 
of Israel, see St. Clement’s account, much larger than 
that in our Bibles, 1 Epist. sect. 45, as is Josephus’s pre- 
cent account in some measure larger also. 
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one, and had lasted a great while, was at last 
composed. 

3. And now Moses, because the tribe of Levi 
was made free from war and warlike expeditions, 
and was set apart for the divine worship, lest 
they should want, and seek after the necessaries 
of life, and so neglect the temple, commanded 
the Hebrews, according to the will of God, that 
when they should gain the possession of the land 
of Canaan, they should assign forty-eight good 
and fair cities to the Levites; antf permit them 
to enjoy their suburbs, as far as the limit of two 
thousand cubits would extend from the walls of 
the city. And besides this, he appointed that the 
people should pay the tithe of their annual fruits 
of the earth, both to the Levites, and to the 
priests. And this is what that tribe receives of 
the multitude: but I think it necessary to set 
down what is paid by all, particularly to the 
priests. 

4. Accordingly, he commanded the Levites to 
yield up to the priests thirteen of their forty-eight 
cities, and to set apart for them the tenth part of 
the tithes which they every year receive of the 
people; as also, that it was but just to offer to 
God the first-fruits of the entire product of the 
ground, and that they should offer the first-born 
of those four-footed beasts that are appointed for 
sacrifices, if it be a male, to the priests, to be 
slain, that they and their entire families may eat 
them in the holy city; but that the owners of 
those first-born which are not appointed for 
sacrifices in the laws of our country, should bring 
a shekel and a half in their stead; but for the 
first-born of a man, five shekels: that they should 
also have the first-fruits out of the shearing of 
the sheep; and that when any baked bread corn, 
and made loaves of it, they should give somewhat 
of what they had baked to them. Moreover 
when they have made a sacred vow, 1 mean 
those that are called ‘Nazaritcs,’ that sutler 
their hair to grow long, and use no wine, when 
they consecrate their bair,f and offer it for a 
sacrifice, they are to allot that hair to the priests, 
[to be thrown into the fire.] Such also as dedi¬ 
cate themselves to God, as a corban, which de¬ 
notes what the Greeks call a ‘gift,’ when they 
are desirous of being freed, from that ministra¬ 
tion, are to lay down money for the priests; thirty 
shekels, if it be a woman, and fifty if it be a man; 
but if any be too poor to pay the appointed sura, 
it shall be lawful for the priests to determine that 
sum as they think fit. And if any slay beasts at 
home for a private festival, but not for a religious 
one, they are obliged to bring the maw and the 
cheek, [or breast,] and the right shoulder of the 
sacrifice, to the priests. With these Moses con¬ 
trived that the priests should be plentifully main¬ 
tained, besides what they had out of those offer¬ 
ings for sins which the people gave them, as l 
have set it down in the foregoing book. He also 
ordered, that out of every tiling allotted for the 
priests, their servants, [their sons,] their daugh¬ 
ters, and their wives, should partake, as well as 
themselves, excepting what came to them out of 
the sacrifices that were offered for sins: for of 
those none but the males of the families of the 
priests might eat, and this in the temple also, ana 
that the same day thev were offered. 

5. When Moses had made these constitutions, 
after the sedition was over, he removed, together 
with the whole army, and came to the borders of 
Idumea. He then sent ambassadors to the king 
of the Idumeans, and desired him to give him a 
assage through his countiv, and agreed to send 
ini what hostages he should desire, to secure 
hiiu from any injury. He desired him also, that 

tGrotius, on Numb. vi. IS. takes notice, that the 
Greeks also, ns well us the Jews, sometimes consecrated 
the hair of their heads to th* gods. 
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ne would allow his army liberty to buy provi¬ 
sions; and, if he insisted upon it, he would pay 
down a price for the very water they should 
drink. But the king was not pleased with this 
embassage from Moses: nor did he allow a pas¬ 
sage for the nriny, but brought his people armed 
to meet Moses, and to hinder them, in case they 
should endeavor to force their passage. Upon 
which Moses consulted God by the oracle, who 
would not have him begin the war first; und so 
he withdrew his forces, and travelled round about 
through the wilderness. 

6. Then it was that Miriam, the sister of Mo¬ 
ses, came to her end, having completed her 
fortieth year since she left Egypt,* on the first 
day of the lunar month Xanthicus.f They then 
made a public funeral for her, at a great expense. 
She was buried upon a certain mountain, which 
they call ‘Sin;’ and when they had mourned for 
her thirty days, Moses purified the people after 
this manner: he brought a heifer, that had never 
been used to the plough, or to husbandry: that 
was complete in all its parts; and entirely of a 
red color, at a little distance from the camp, 
into a place perfectly clean. This heifer was 
slain by the high priest, and her blood sprinkled 
with his finger, seven times before the taberna¬ 
cle of God; after this, the entire heifer was burnt 
in that state, together with its skin and entrails, 
and thev threw cedar wood, and hyssop, and 
scarlet wool, into, the midst of the fire; then a 
clean man gathered all her ashes together, and 
laid them in a place perfectly clean. When 
therefore any persons were defiled by a dead 
body, they put a little of these ashes into spring 
water, with hyssop, and dipping part of these 
ashes in it, they sprinkled them with it, both on 
the third day, ana on the seventh, and after that 
they were clean. This he enjoined them to do 
also when the tribes should coine into their own 
land. 

7. Now when this purification, which their 
leader made upon the mourning for his sister, as 
it has been now described, was over, he caused 
the army to remove, and to inarch through the 
wilderness, and through Arabia. And when he 
came to a place which the Arabians esteem their 
metropolis, which was formerly called ‘Aree,* 
but has now the name of ‘ Petra,’ at this place 
which was encompassed with high mountains, 
Aaron went up one of them, in the sight of the 
whole army, Moses having before told him that 
he was to die, for this place was over against 
them, lie put off’ his pontifical garments, and 
delivered them to Eleazar his son, to whom the 
high priesthood helonged, because he was the 
rider brother, and died while the multitude look- 
*xl upon him. He died in the same year wherein 
he lost his sister, having lived in all a hundred 
and twenty and three years. He died on the first 
day of that lunar month w-hich is called by the 
Athenians ‘ Hecatombaeon,’ by the Macedonians 
‘ Lous,’ but by the Hebrews ‘Abba.’ 

CHAP. V. 

JIow J\Ioses conquered Sihon and Og\ kings of 

the Jlmorites, and destroyed their whole Army , 

and then divided their Land by Lot to two 

Tribes and a half of the Hebrews. 

\ 1. The people mourned for Aaron thirty 
days; and when this mourning was over, Moses 
removed the nrmy from that place, and came to 
the river Arnon, which, issuing out of the moun¬ 
tains of Arabia, and running through all that 
wilderness, fell into the lake Asphnltitis, and be- 

% Josephus litre ubcs this phrase, when the fortieth 
year was completed, for when it w'as begun; as does St. 
Luke, when the day of Pentecost was completed, Acts 
ii. 1. 

| Whether Miriam died, as Josephus’s Greek copies 
frnply, on the first day of the month, may he doubted; 
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came the limit between the land of the Moabites 
and the land of the Amorites. This land is fruit¬ 
ful, and sufficient to maintain a great number of 
men with the good things it produces. Moses, 
therefore, sent messengers to Sihon, the king of 
this country, desiring that he would grant his 
army a passage, upon what security he should 
please to require; ne promised that he should be 
noway injured, neither as to that country which 
Sihon governed, nor as to its inhabitants; and 
that he would buy his provisions at such a price 
as should be to their advantage, even though he 
should desire to sell them their very water. But 
Sihon refused his offer, and put his army into 
battle array, and was preparing every thing in 
order to hinder their passing over Arnon. 

2. When Moses saw that the Amorite king 
was disposed to enter upon hostilities with them, 
bethought he ought not to bear that insult; and 
determining to win the Hebrews from their in¬ 
dolent temper, and prevent the disorders which 
arose thence, which had been the occasion of 
their former sedition; (nor indeed were they now 
thoroughly easy in their minds;) he inquired of 
God whether he would give him leave to fight? 
which, when he had done, and God also promised 
him the victory, he was himself very coura¬ 
geous, and ready to proceed to fighting. Accord¬ 
ingly he encouraged the soldiers, and he desired 
of them that they would take the pleasure of 
fighting, now God gave them leave so to do. 
They then, upon the receipt of this commission, 
which they so much longed for, put on their 
whole armor, and set about the w'ork, without 
delay. But the Amorite king was not now like 
to himself when the Hebrews were ready to at¬ 
tack him, but both he himself was affrighted at 
the Hebrews, and his army, which before had 
showed themselves to be of good courage, were 
then found to be timorous; so that they could 
not sustain the first onset, nor bear up against 
the Hebrews, but fled away, as thinking this 
would afford them a more likely way for their 
escape than fighting; for they depended upon 
their cities, which were strong, from which yet 
they reaped no advantage when they w'ere forced 
to fly to them; for as soon as the Hebrews saw 
them giving ground, they immediately pursued 
them close; and when they had broken their 
ranks they greatly terrified them, and some of 
them broke off from the rest, and ran away to 
the cities. Now the Hebrews pursued them 
briskly, and obstinately persevered in the la¬ 
bors they had already undergone; and being 
very skil’ful in slinging, and very dexterous in 
throwing of darts, or any thing else of that kind, 
and also having on nothing but light armor, 
which made them quick in the pursuit, they 
overtook their enemies; and for those that were 
most remote, and could not be overtaken, they 
reached them by their slings and their bows, so 
that many were slain; ana those that escaped 
the slnngliter were sorelv wounded, and these 
were more distressed with thirst than with any 
of those that fought against them; for it was the 
summer season, and when the greatest number 
of them were brought down to the river, out of 
a desire to drink: as also, when others fled away 
by troops, the Hebrews came round them, and 
shot at them; so that, W'hat with darts and what 
with nrrows, they made a slaughter of them all. 
Sihon also their king was slain. So the Hebrews 
spoiled the dead bodies, nnd took their prey. 
The land also w'hich they took was full of abun¬ 
dance of fruits, nnd the army went all over it 
without fear, and fed their cattle upon it, and 

because the latin copies say it was on the tenth, and so 
nay the Jewish calendars also as Dr. Bernard assures us. 
It Is said her sepulchre is still extant near Petra, the old 
capital city of Arabia Pctrrco, at this day; as also tint 
of Aaron, not far off. 
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they took the enemies prisoners, for they could 
noway put a stop to them, since all the lighting 
men were destroyed. Such was the destruction 
which overtook the Amorites, who were neither 
sagacious in council, nor courageous in action. 
Hereupon the Hebrews took possession of their 
land, which is a country situate between three 
rivers, and naturally resembling an island, the 
river Arnon being its southern limit: the river 
Jabbok determining its northern side, which 
running into Jordan, loses its own name, and 
takes the other; while Jordan itself runs along 
by it, on its western coast. 

3. When matters were come to this state, Og, 
the king of Gilead and Gaulanitis, fell upon the 
Israelites. He brought an army with him, and 
came in haste to the assistance of his friend Si- 
hon. But though he found him already slain, 
yet did he resolve still to come and light the He¬ 
brew's, supposing he should be too hard for them, 
and being desirous to try their valor; but fail¬ 
ing of his hope, he u r as bo’th himself slaiu in the 
battle, aud all his army was destroyed. So 
Moses passed over the river Jabbok, and over¬ 
ran the kingdom of Og. He overthrew their 
cities, and slew' all their inhabitants, who yet ex¬ 
ceeded in riches all the men in that part of the 
continent, on account of the goodness of the soil, 
and the great quantity of their wealth. Now r Og 
had very few equals, either in the largeness of 
his body, or handsomeness of his appearance, 
lie was also a man of great activity in the use 
of his hands, so that his actions were not une¬ 
qual to the vast largeness and handsome appear¬ 
ance of his body. And men could easily guess 
at his strength and magnitude, when they took 
hisbed at Kabbath, the royal city of the Ammon¬ 
ites; its structure w T as of iron, its breadth four 
cubits, and its length a cubit more than double 
thereto. However, his fall did not only improve 
the circumstances of the Hebrew's for the pre¬ 
sent, but by his death he was the occasion of 
further good success to them; for they presently 
took those sixty cities, which were encompassed 
with excellent w'alls, and had been subject to 
him, and all got, both in general and in particular, 
a great prey. 

CHAP. VI. 

Concerning Balaam, the Prophet , and what kind 
of a man he was. 

h 1. Now Moses, w T hcn he had brought his 
army to Jordan, pitched his camp in the great 
lain over against Jericho. This city lias a very 
appy situation, and very fit for producing palm- 
trees and balsam. And now’ the Israelites began 
to be very proud of themselves, and were very 
eager for fighting. Moses then, after he had of¬ 
fered for a few days sacrifices of thanksgiving 
to God, and feasted the people, sent a party of 
armed men to lay waste the country ot the Mi- 
dianites. and to take their cities. JNow the oc¬ 
casion which he took for making w ar upon them 
was as follow's: 

2. When Balak, the king of the Moabites, who 

* What Josephus here remarks is well w'orth our re¬ 
mark in this place also, viz. that the Israelites were ne¬ 
ver to meddle with the Moabites, or Ammonites, or any 
other people hut those belonging to the land of Canaan, 
and the countries of Sihon and Og beyond Jordan, as 
far as the desert and Euphrates: and that, therefore, no 
other people had reason to tear lhc conquests of the Is¬ 
raelites; but that those countries, given them by God, 
were their proper and peculiar portion among the na¬ 
tions; and that all who endeavored to dispossess them 
might ever be justly destroyed by them. 

t Note, that Josephus never supposes Balaam to be an 
idolater, nor to seek idolatrous enchantments, or to pro¬ 
phesy falsely, but to be no other than an ill-disposed 
prophet of the true God; and intimates that God’s an¬ 
swer the second time, permitting him to go wns ironi¬ 
cal, and on design that he should be deceived (w hich 
port of deception, by way of punishment for former 
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had from his ancestors a friendship and league 
with the Midianites, saw how great the Israel¬ 
ites were grown, he was much affrighted, on ac¬ 
count of his own and bis kingdom’s danger; for 
he was not acquainted with this,* that the He¬ 
brews would not meddle with any other country, 
but were to be contented with the possession of 
the land of Canaan, God having forbidden them 
to go any farther. So he, with more haste than 
wisdom, resolved to make an attempt upon them 
by words; but he did not judge it prudent to 
fight against them, after they had such prosper¬ 
ous successes, and even became out ot ill suc¬ 
cesses more happy than before, but he thought 
to hinder them, it ne could, from growing great¬ 
er, and so he resolved to send ambassadors to 
the Midianites about them. Now’ these Midianite s 
knowing there was one Balaam, w r ho lived bf 
Euphrates, and was the greatest of the prophets 
at that time, and one that was in friendship with 
them, sent some of their honorable princes 
along with the ambassadors of Balak, to entreat 
the prophet to come to them, that he might im¬ 
precate curses to the destruction of the Israel¬ 
ites. So Balaam received the ambassadors, and 
treated them very kindly, and when he had sup¬ 
ped, he inquired what was God’s will, and w T hat 
this matter was for w hich the Midianites entreat¬ 
ed him to come to them! But when God op¬ 
posed his going, he came to the ambassadors and 
told them, that he w'as himself very willing and 
desirous to comply with their request, but in¬ 
formed them that God w’as opposite to his inten¬ 
tions, even that God who had raised him to 
great reputation on accouut of the truth of his 
predictions, for that this army which they en¬ 
treated him to come to curse, was in the favor of 
God; on which account he advised them to go 
home again, and not to persist in their enmity 
against the Israelites: and when he had given 
them that answer, he dismissed the ambassa¬ 
dors. 

3. Now the Midianites, at the earnest request 
and fervent entreaties of Balak, sent other am¬ 
bassadors to Balaam, who desiring to gratify the 
men, inquired again of God; but he was dis¬ 
pleased at this [second] trial,f and bid him by no 
means to contradict the ambassadors. Now' Ba¬ 
laam did not imagine that God gave him this in¬ 
junction in order to deceive him, so he went 
along with the ambassadors; but when the di¬ 
vine angel met him in the way, when he was in 
a narrow passage, and hedged in with a wall on 
both sides the ass on which Balaam rode, under¬ 
stood that it w r as a divine spirit that met him, 
and thrust Balaam to one of the walls, without 
regard to the stripes which Balaam, when he 
was hurt by the wall, gave her; but when the 
ass, upon the angel’s contiuuing to distress 
her, and upon the stripes which were given her, 
fell dowm, by the will of God, she made use of 
the voice ot a man, and complained of Balaam, 
as acting unjustlv to her; that whereas he had 
no fault to find w'lth her in her former service to 
him, he now iufiictcd stripes upon her, as not un¬ 
crimes, Josephus never scruples to admit, as ever es¬ 
teeming such w’icked men justly and providentially de¬ 
ceived.) But perhaps, we had belter keep here close to 
the text, w hich says, Numb, xxii.20, 21, that God only 
permitted Balaam to go along with the ambassadors, iu 
case they came and called him, or positively insisted on 
his going nlong with them, on any terms: whereas Ba¬ 
laam seems,outof impatience,to have risen up inthe 
morning, and saddled ins ass, ami rather to have called 
them, than staid for their calling him: so zcnlous does 
he seem to have been for his reward of divination; his 
wages of unrighteousness; Numb. xxii. 7, 17, IS, 37; 2 
Bet. ii. 15; Jude 5,11; which rewnrd or w'agcs the truty 
religious prophets of God never required nor ncceptcd, 
as our Josephus justly takes notice in the ensesof Sam¬ 
uel, Antiq. b. v. ch. iv. sect. 1, and Daniel, Antiq. b. x. 
eh. xi. sect. 3. See also Gen. xiv.22, 23; 2 Kings v. 15, 
16,26,27, and Acts viii. Hr—2-4. 
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dcrstanding that she was hindered from serving 
him in what he was now going about, by the 
providence of God. And when he was disturb¬ 
ed by reason of the voice of the ass, which was 
that of a man, the angel plainly appeared to 
him, and blamed him for the stripes he had giv¬ 
en his ass, and informed him that the brute 
creature was not in fault, and that he was him¬ 
self come to obstruct his journey, as being con¬ 
trary to the will of God. Upon which Balaam 
was afraid, and was preparing to return back 
again, yet did God excite him to go on his in¬ 
tended way; but added this injunction, that he 
should declare nothing but what he himself 
should suggest to his mind. 

4. When God had given him this charge, he 
came to Balak; and when the king had enter¬ 
tained him in a magnificent manner, he desired 
him to go to one of the mountains to take a view 
of the state of the camp of the Hebrews. Ba¬ 
lak himself also came to the mountain, and 
brought the prophet along with him, with a roy¬ 
al attendance. This mountain lay over their 
heads, and was distant sixty furlongs from the 
camp. Now when he saw them, he desired the 
king to build him seven altars, and to bring him 
as many bulls and rams; to which desire the 
king did presently conform. He then slew the 
sacrifices, and offered them as burnt-offerings, 
that he might observe some signal of the flight 
of the Hebrews. Then said he, “ Happy is this 
people on whom God bestows the possession of 
innumerable good things, and grants them his 
own providence to be their assistant and their 
guide; so that there is not any nation among 
mankind but you will be esteemed superior to 
them in virtue, and in the earnest prosecution of 
the best rules of life, and of suen as are pure 
from wickedness, and will leave those excellent 
rules to your children, and this out of the regard 
that God bears to you, and the provision of such 
things for you as may render you happier than 
any other people under the sun. You shall re¬ 
tain that land to which he hath sent you; and it 
shall ever be under the command of your chil¬ 
dren; and both all the earth, as well as tile seas, 
shall be filled with your glory: and you shall be 
sufficiently numerous to supply the world in 
general, and every region of it in particular, 
with inhabitants out of your stock. However, 
O blessed army! wonder that you are become so 
many from one father! And truly, the land of 
Canaan can now hold you, as being yet compara¬ 
tively few: but know ye that the whole world is 
proposed to be your place of habitation forever. 
The multitude of your posterity also shall live 
a9 well in the islands as on the continent, and 
that more in number than are the stars of hea¬ 
ven. And when you are become so many, God 
will not relinquish the care of you; but will af¬ 
ford you an abundance of all good things in time 
of peace, with victory and dominion in time of 
war. May the children of your enemies have 
an inclination to fight against you; and may 
they be so hardy as to come to arms, and to assault 
you in battle, for they will not return with victo¬ 
ry, nor will their return be agreeable to their 
children and wives. To so great a degree of 
valor will you be raised by the providence of 
God, who is able to diminish the affluence 
of some, and to supply the wants of others.” 

5. Thus did Balaam Bpeak by inspiration, as 
not being in his own power, but moved to say 
what he did by the divine Spirit. But when Ba- 

* Wheiher Josephus had in his copy but two at¬ 
tempts of Balaam in all to curse Israel, or whether, by 
this his twice offering sacrifice, he meant twice beside 
that first time already mentioned, which yet is not ve¬ 
ry probable, cannot now be certainly determined. In 
the meantime all other copies have three such attempts 
of Balaam to curse them in the present history. 


OF THE JEWS. 

lak was displeased, and said he had broken the 
contract he had made, whereby he was to conie 
as he and his confederates had invited him, by 
the promise of great presents; for whereas he 
came to curse their enemies, he had made an 
encomium upon them, and had declared that 
they were the happiest of men. To which Ba¬ 
laam replied, “O Balak, if thou rightly eonsi- 
derest this whole matter, canst thou suppose 
that it is in our power to be silent, or to say any 
thing when the spirit of God seizes upon us? 
for he puts such words as he pleases into our 
mouths, and such discourses as w T e are not our¬ 
selves conscious of. I well remember by what 
entreaties both you and the Midianites so joyfui- 
ly brought me hither, and on that account 1 took 
this journey. It was my prayer that I might 
not put any aflront upon you, as to what you de¬ 
sired of me; but God is more powerful than the 
purposes I had made to serve you; for those that 
take upon them to foretell the affairs of man¬ 
kind, as from their own abilities, are entirely un¬ 
able to do it, or to forbear to utter what God 
suggests to them, or to offer violence to his will; 
for when he prevents us, and enters into us, 
nothing that we say is our own. I then did not 
intend to praise this army, nor to go over the 
several good things which God intended to 
do to their race, but since he was so favorable to 
them, and so ready to bestow upon them a hap¬ 
py life, and eternal glory, he suggested tne 
declaration of those things to me. But now, be¬ 
cause it is my desire to oblige thee thyself as 
well as the Midianites, whose entreaties it is not 
decent for me to reject, go to, let us again rear 
other altars, and offer the like sacrifices that we 
did before; that I may see whether I can per¬ 
suade God to permit me to bind these men with 
curses.” Which, when Balak had agreed to, 
God would not, even upon second sacrifices,* 
consent to his cursing tne Israelites. Then fell 
Balaam upon his face, and foretold what calami¬ 
ties would befall the several kings of the na¬ 
tions, and the most eminent cities, some of which 
of old were not so much as inhabited; which 
events have come to pass among the several 
people concerned, both in the foregoiDg ages, 
and in this, till my own memory, both by sea and 
by land. From which completion of all these 
predictions that he made, one may easily guess 
that the rest will have their completion in time 
to come. 

6. But Balak being very angry that the Israel¬ 
ites were not cursed, sent away Balaam, without 
thinking him worthy of any honor. Whereup¬ 
on, when he was just upon his journey, in order 
to pass the Euphrates, he sent for ftalak, and 
for the princes of the Midianites, and spake thus 
to them: ‘‘0 Balak,t and you Midianites that are 
here present, (for I am obliged, even without the 
will of God, to gratify you,) it is true no entire 
destruction can seize upon the nation of the He¬ 
brews, neither hy war, nor bv plague, nor by 
scarcity of the fruits of t^e earth, nor can any 
other unexpected accidenrbe their entire ruin, 
for the providence of God is concerned to pre¬ 
serve them from such a misfortune, nor will it 
permit nny such calamity to come upon them 
whereby they mav all perish: but some small 
misfortunes, and those for a short time, whereby 
they may appear to be brought low, may still 
befall them; but after that they will flourish 
again, to the terror of those that brought those 
mischiefs upon them. So that if you have a 

t Such a large and distinct account of this perver¬ 
sion of the Israelites by the Midianite women, of which 
our other copies give us but short intimations, Numb, 
xxxi. 16; 2 Pet. ii. 15; Jud. ver. II. Apoc. ii. 14, is pre¬ 
served, as Reland informa us, in the Samaritan chroni¬ 
cle, in Philo, and in other writings of the Jew*, as 
well as here hy Josephus 
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inmtl to gain a victory over them for a short 
space of time, you will obtain it by following my 
directions: do you therefore set out the hand¬ 
somest of such of your daughters as are most emi¬ 
nent for beauty, and proper to force and conquer 
the modesty of those that behold them, and these 
decked and trimmed to the highest degree you 
are able: then do you send them to be near the 
Israelites’ camp; and give them in charge, that 
when the young men of the Hebrews desire their 
company, they allow it them ; and when they see 
that they are enamored of them, let them take 
their leave: and if they entreat them to stay, let 
them not give their consent till they have per¬ 
suaded them to leave off their obedience to their 
own laws, and the worship of that God who es¬ 
tablished them, and to worship the gods of the 
Midianites and the Moabites; for by this means 
God will be angry at them.”* Accordingly, when 
Balaam had suggested this counsel to them, he 
went his way. 

7. So when the Midianites had sent their daugh¬ 
ters, as Balaam had exhorted them, the Hebrew 
young men were allured by their beaut}*, and 
came to discourse with them, and besought them 
not to grudge them the enjoyment of their beauty, 
nor to deny them their conversation. These 
daughters of the Midianites received their words 
gladly, and consented to it, and staid with them, 
but when they had brought, them to be enamored 
of them, and their inclinations to them were 
grown to ripeness, they began to think of de¬ 
parting from them; then it was that these men 
became greatly disconsolate at the women’s de¬ 
parture, and they were urgent with them not to 
leave them, but begged they would continue 
there, and become tneir wives; and they pro¬ 
mised them they should be owned as mistresses 
of all they had. This they said with an oath; and 
called God for the arbitrator of what they pro¬ 
mised; and this with tears in their eyes, and all 
other marks of concern as might show how mise¬ 
rable they thought themselves without them, 
and so might move their compassion for them. 
So the women, as soon as they perceived they 
had made them their slaves, and had caught 
them with their conversation, began to speak 
thus to them: 

8. “ O you illustrious young men! we have 
houses of our own at home, and great plenty of 
good things there, together with the natural af¬ 
fectionate love of our parents and friends; nor is 
it out of our want of any such things that we 
come to discourse with you, nor did we admit of 
your invitation with design to prostitute the 
beauty of our body for gain, but taking you for 
brave and worthy men, we agreed to your re¬ 
quest, that we may treat you with such honors 
as hospitality required; and now, seeing you say 
that you have a great affection for us, and are 
troubled when you think we are departing, we 
are not averse to your entreaties; and if we may 
receive such assurance of your good-will as we 
think can be alone sufficient, we will be glad to 
lead our lives with you as your wives, but we 
are afraid that you will in time be weary of our 
company, and will then abuse us, and send us 
back to our parents, after an ignominious man¬ 
ner;” and they desired that they would excuse 
them in their guarding against that danger. But 
the young men processed they would give them 

* This grand maxim, that God’s people of Israel could 
never be hurt, nor destroyed, but by drawing them to sin 
against God, appears to he true, by the entire history of 
that people, both in the Bible and in Josephus; and is 
ofien taken notice of in them both. See in particular a 
most remarkable Ammonite testimony to this purpose, 
Judith v. 5—21. 

t What Josephus here puts into the mouths of these Mi* 
dianite women, who came to entice the Israelites to 
lewdness and idolatry, viz. that their worship of the God 
of Israel, in opposition to their idol gods, implied their 
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any assurance they should desire; nor did they 
at all contradict what they requested, so great 
was the passion they had for them. “If then, 
(said they) this be your resolution, since you 
make use of such customs and conduct of life as 
are entirely different from all other men,f inso¬ 
much that your kinds of food are peculiar to 
yourselves, and your kinds of drink not common 
to others, it will be absolutely necessary, if you 
would have us for your wives, that you do withal 
worship our gods: nor can there be any other 
demonstration of the kindness which you say 
you already have, and promise to have hereafter 
to us, than this, that you worship the same gods 
that we do; for has any one reason to complain, 
that now you are come into this country, you 
should worship the proper gods of the same coun¬ 
try? especially while our gods are common to all 
men, and yours such as belong to nobody else 
but yourselves.” So they said they must either 
come into such methods of divine worship as all 
others came into, or else they must look out for 
another world, wherein they may live by them¬ 
selves, according to their own laws. 

9. Now the young men were induced by the 
fondness they had for these women, to think they 
spake very well, so they gave themselves up to 
w'hat they persuaded them, and transgressed 
their own laws, and supposed there were many 
gods; and resolving that they would sacrifice to 
them according to the laws of that country which 
ordained them, they both were delighted with 
their strange food, and went on to do every thing 
that the women would have them do, though in 
contradiction to their own laws; so far indeed, 
that this transgression was already gone through 
the whole army of the young men, and they fell 
into a sedition that was much worse than the for¬ 
mer, and into danger of the entire abolition ot 
their own institutions; for w r hen once the youth 
had tasted of these strange customs, they went 
with insatiable inclinations into them; and even 
where some of the principal men were illustrious 
on account of the virtues of their fathers, they 
also were corrupted with the rest. 

10. Even Zimri, the head of the tribe of Si¬ 
meon, companied with Cozbi, a Midianitish wo¬ 
man, who was the daughter of Sur, a man ot 
authority in that country: and being desired by 
his wife to disregard the law of Moses, and to fol¬ 
low those she was used to, he complied with her, 
and this both by sacrificing after a manner differ¬ 
ent from his own, and by taking a stranger to 
wife. When things were thus, Moses was afraid 
that matters should grow worse, and called the 

eople to a congregation, but then accused no- 

ody by name, as unwilling to drive those into 
despair, who, by lying concealed might come to 
repentance; but he said, “That they did not do 
what was either worthy of themselves, or of 
their fathers, by preferring pleasure to God, and 
to the living according to nis will: that it was fit 
they should change their courses, while their af¬ 
fairs were still in a good state; and think that to 
be true fortitude winch offers not violence to their 
laws, but that which resists their lusts. And be¬ 
sides that, he said, it was not a reasonable thing, 
when they had lived soberly in the wilderness, 
to act madly now they were in prosperity; and 
that they ought not to lose, now they have abun 
dance, what they had gained when they had lit 

living according to the holy laws which the true God had 
given them by Moses, in opposition to those impure laws 
which were observed under their false gods well deserves 
our consideration, and gives us a substantial reason for 
the great concern that was ever showed,under the law 
of Moses, to preserve the Israelites from idolatry, and in 
the worship of the true God; it being of no less conse¬ 
quence than, whether God’s people should be governed 
by the holy laws of the true God, or by the impure laws 
derived from demons, under the pagan idolatry. 
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tie.’' And so did he endeavor, by saying- this, 
to correct the young men, and to bring them to 
repentance for what they had done. 

11. But Zimri arose up after him, and said, 
“ Yes, indeed, Moses, thou art at liberty to make 
use of such laws as thou art so fond of, and hast, 
by accustoming thy-self to them, made them firm; 
otherwise, if things had not been thus, thou 
hadst often been punished before now, and hadst 
known that the Hebrews are not easily put upon; 
but thou shalt not have me one of thy followers 
in thy tyrannical commands, for thou dost no¬ 
thing els A hitherto, but, under pretence of laws, 
and of God, wickedly impose on us slavery, and 
gain dominion to thyself, while thou deprivest us 
of the sweetness of life, which consists iu acting 
according to our own wills, and is the right ol 
freemen, and of those that have no lord over 
them. Nay, indeed, this man is harder upon the 
Hebrews than were the Egyptians themselves, 
as pretending to punish according to his laws, 
every one's acting what is most agreeable to 
himself; but thou thyself better deservest to suf¬ 
fer puuishment, who presuniest to abolish what 
every one acknowledges to be what is good for 
him, and aimest to make thv single opinion to 
have more force than that of all the rest; and 
what 1 now do, and think to be right, 1 shall not 
hereafter deny to be according to my own senti¬ 
ments. 1 have married, as thou sayest rightly, a 
strange woman, and thou hearest what 1 do from 
myself as from one that is free; for truly 1 did not 
intend to conceal myself. I also own, that 1 sa¬ 
crifice to those gods to whom you do not think 
fit to sacrifice; and 1 think it right to come at 
truth by inquiring of many people, and not like 
one that lives under tyranny, to suffer the whole 
hope of my life to depend upon one man; nor 
shall any one find cause to rejoice, who declares 
himself to have more authority over my actions 
than myself.” 

12. Now when Zimri had said these things, 
about what he and some others had wickedly 
done, the people held their peace, both out of fear 
of what might come upon them, and because 
they saw that their legislator was not willing to 
bring his insolence before the public any farther, 
or openly to contend with him, for he avoided 
that, lest many should imitate the imprudence 
of his language, and thereby disturb the multi¬ 
tude: upon this the assembly was dissolved. 
However, the mischievous attempt had proceed¬ 
ed farther, if Zimri had not been first slain, 
which came to pass on the following occasion: 
Phineas, a man in other respects better than the 
rest of the young men, and also one that surpass¬ 
ed his contemporaries in the dignity of his father, 
(for he was the son of Elcazar the high priest, 
and the grandson of [Aaron] Moses’s brother,) 
who was greatly troubled at what was done by 
Zimri, resolved in earnest to inflict punishment 
on him, before his unworthy behavior should 
grow stronger hy impunity: and in order to pre¬ 
vent this transgression from proceeding farther, 
which would happen if the ringleaders were not 
unished. He was of so great magnanimity, 
oth in strength of mind and body, that when 
he undertook any verv dangerous attempt, he 
did not leave it off till fie overcame it, and got an 
entire victory: so he enme into Zimri's tent, and 
new him with his javelin, and with it he slew 
Cozbi also. Upon which all those young men 
that had a regard to virtue, and aimed to do a 
glorious action, imitated Phineas’s boldness, and 
slew those that were found to be guilty of the 
same crime with Zimri. Accordingly, many of 

* The mistake In all Josephus’s copies, Greek and La¬ 
tin, which have here 14,000Instead of 24,000, j, g0 fl a . 
prant, Hint our very learned editors, Hernnrd and Hud¬ 
son, have put the latter number directly into the text. 

I choose rather to pul it In brackets. 
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those that had transgressed perished by the 
magnanimous valor ol these young men: the 
rest all perished by a plague, which distemper 
God himself inflicted upon them; so that all 
those their kindred, who, instead of hindering 
them from such wicked actions, as they ought 
to have done, had persuaded them to go on, were 
esteemed by God as partners in their wicked¬ 
ness, and died. Accordingly, there perished out 
of the army no fewer than fourteen [twenty-four] 
thousand at that time.* 

13. This was the cause why Moses was provo¬ 
ked to send an army to destroy the Midianites; 
concerning which expedition we shall speak pre¬ 
sently, when we have first related what we have 
omitted; for it is but just not to passover our 
legislator’s due encomium, on account of his con¬ 
duct here, because, although this Balaam, who 
was sent for by the Midianites to curse the He¬ 
brews, and when lie was hindered from doing it 
by divine Providence, did still suggest that ad¬ 
vice to them, by making use of which our ene¬ 
mies had well nigh corrupted the whole multitude 
of the Hebrews with their wiles, till some of 
them were deeply infected with their opinions, 
vet did he do him great honor, by setting down 
his prophecies in writing. And while it was in 
his power to claim this glory to himself, and 
make men believe the)* were his own predictions, 
there being no one that could be a witness against 
him, and accuse him for so doiug, he still gave 
his attestation to him, and did him the honor to 
make mention of him on this account. But let 
every one think of these matters as he pleases. 

CHAP. VII. 

How the Hebrews fought with the Midianites , 
and overcame them. 

$ 1. Now Moses sent an army against the land of 
Midian, for the causes forementioned, in all twelve 
thousand, taking an equal number out of every 
tribe, and appointed Phineas for their command 
er, of which Phineas we made mention a little 
before, as he that had guarded the. laws of the 
Hebrews, and had inflicted punishment upon 
Zimri when he had transgressed them. Now the 
Midianites perceiving beforehand how the He¬ 
brews were coming, and would suddenly be upon 
them, they assembled their army together, and 
fortified tne entrances into their country, and 
there awaited the enemy’s coming. When they 
were come, and they had joined battle with them, 
an immense number of the Midianites fell, nor 
could they be numbered they were so very many: 
and among them fell all their kings, five in num¬ 
ber, viz: Evi, Zur, Reba, Hur, and Rekem, who 
was of the same name with a city, the chief and 
capital of all Arabia, which is till now so called by 
the whole Arabian nation, ‘Arecein,’ from the 
name of the king that built it, but is by the 
Greeks called * Petra.’ Now when the enemies 
were discomfited, the Hebrews spoiled theircoun- 
try, and took a great prey, and destroyed tho 
men that were its inhabitants, together with the 
women; only they let the virgins alone, as Moses 
had commanded Phineas to (To, who indeed came 
back bringing with him an army that had receiv¬ 
ed no barm, and a great deal of prey: fifty-two 
thousand beeves, seventy-five thousand six hun¬ 
dred sheep, sixty thousand asses, with an im¬ 
mense quantity of gold and silver furniture, 
which the Midianites made use of in their houses; 
for they were so wealthy, that they were very 
luxurious. There were also led captive about 
thirty-two thousand virgins.f So Moses divide*d 

t The slaughter of all the M id ianite women that had 
prostituted i hcmselves to the lewd Israelites,and the pre¬ 
servation of thosethnt had not been guilty therein; the 
last of which were no fewer than 32,000, both here and 
JNum. xxxi. 15,16, 17,35,40,4G, and both by tbeparticu- 
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the prey into parts, and gave one-fiftieth part to 
Eleazar and tne two priests, and another fiftieth 
part to the Levites; and distributed the rest of 
the prey among the people. After which they 
lived happily, as having obtained an abundance 
of good things by their valor, and there being 
no misfortune that attended them, or hindered 
their enjoyment of that happiness. 

2. But Moses was now grown old, and appoint¬ 
ed Joshua for his successor, both to receive di¬ 
rections from God as a prophet, and for a com¬ 
mander of the army, if they should at any time 
stand in need of such a one; and this was done 
by the command of God, that to him the care of 
the public should be committed. Now Joshua 
had been instructed in all those kinds of learn¬ 
ing which roncerned the laws and God himself, 
and Moses had been his instructer. 

3. At this time it was that the two tribes of 
Gad and Reubel, and the half tribe of Manasseh, 
abounded in a multitude of cattle, as well as in 
all other kinds of prosperity, whence they had a 
meeting, and came in a body, and besought Moses 
to give them, as their peculiar portion, that land 
of the Amorites which they had taken by right 
of war, because it was fruitful and good for feed¬ 
ing of cattle. But Moses, supposing that they 
were afraid of fighting with the Canaanites, and 
invented this provision for their cattle as a hand¬ 
some excuse tor avoiding that war, called them 
arrant cowards; and said, “That they only con¬ 
trived a decent excuse for that cowardice, and 
that they had a mind to live in luxury and ease, 
while all the rest were laboring with great pains 
to obtain the land they were desirous to have, 
and that they were not willing to march along, 
and undergo the remaining hard service, where¬ 
by they were, under the divine promise, to pass 
over Jordan, and overcome those our enemies 
which God had showed them, and so obtain their 
land.” But these tribes, when they saw that Mo¬ 
ses was angry with them, and when they could 
not deny but he had a just cause to be displeased 
at their petition, made an apology for them¬ 
selves; and said, “that it was not on account of 
their fear of dangers, nor on account of their 
laziness, that they made this request to him, but 
that they might leave the prey they had gotten 
in places of safety, and thereby might be more 
expedite, and ready to undergo difficulties, and 
to fight battles.” They added this also, that 
“ when they had built cities, wherein they might 
preserve their children, and wives, and posses¬ 
sions, if he would bestow them upon them, they 
would go along with the rest of the army.” Here¬ 
upon Moses was pleased with what they said: so 
he called for Eleazar the high priest, and Joshua, 
and the chief of the tribes, and permitted these 
tribes to possess the land of the Amorites; but 
upon this condition, that they should join with 
their kinsmen in the war, until all things were 
settled. Upon which condition they took posses¬ 
sion of the country, and built them strong cities, 
and put into them their children, and their wives, 
and whatsoever else they had that might be an 
impediment to the labors of their future marches. 

4. Moses also now built those ten cities, which 
w r ere to be of the number of the forty-eight [for 
lar command of Cod, are highly remarkable; and show, 
that even in nations otherwise for their wickedness doo¬ 
med to destruction, the innocent were sometimes par¬ 
ticularly and providentially taken care of, and deliver¬ 
ed from that destruction; which directly implies, that it 
was the wickedness of the nations of Canaan, and no¬ 
thing else, that occasioned their excision. Fee Gen. xv. 
]G; 1 Sam. xv. 18,33. Constit. Apos. h. viii. chap. xii. 
p. 402. In the first of which places, the reason of the 
delay of the punishment of the Amorites is given, be¬ 
cause their ‘ iniquity was not yet full.’ In the second, 
Saul is ordered to go and ‘destroy the sinners, the 
Amalekitcs,* plainly implying, that they were there¬ 
fore to be destroyed because they were sinners, and 
not otherwise. In the third, the reason is given, why 
king Aeag was not to be spared, viz. because of his for- j 
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the Levites;] three of which he allotted to those 
that slew any person involuntarily, and fled to 
them; and he assigned the same time for their 
banishment with that of the life of that high 
priest under whom the slaughter and flight hap¬ 
pened, after which death of the high priest, he 
permitted the slaver to return home. During 
the time of his exile, the relations of him that 
was slain may, by this law, kill the manslayer, 
if they caught him without the bounds of the city 
to which he fled, though this permission was not 
granted to any other person. Now the cities 
which were set apart for this flight were these; 
Bezer, at the borders of Arabia; Ranioth of the 
land of Gilead; and Golan, in the land of Bashan. 
There were to be also, by Moses’s command, 
three other cities allotted for the habitation of 
these fugitives out of the cities of the Levites, 
but not till after they should be in possession of 
the land of Canaan. 

5. At this time the chief men of the tribe of 
Manasseh came to Moses, and informed him, that 
there was an eminent man of their tribe dead, 
whose name was ‘ Zelophehad,’ who left no male 
children, but left daughters, and asked him. 
Whether these daughters might inherit his land 
or not? He made this answer, That if they shall 
marry into their own tribe, they shall carry their 
estate along with them; but If they dispose of 
themselves in marriage to men of another tribe, 
they shall leave their inheritance in their father’s 
tribe. And then it was that Moses ordained, that 
every one’s inheritance should continue in his 
own tribe. 

CHAP. VIII. 

The Polity settled by Moses; and how he disap¬ 
peared from among Mankind. 

$ I. When forty years were completed, within 
thirty days, Moses gathered the congregation to¬ 
gether near Jordan, where the city Abila now 
stands, a place full of palm-trees; and all the 
people being come together, he spoke thus to 
them: 

2. “ O you Israelites and fellow-soldiers! who 
have been partners with me in this long and un¬ 
easy journey; since it is now the will of God, 
and the course of old age, at a hundred and twen¬ 
ty, requires it, that I should depart out of this 
life; and since God has forbidden me to be a pa¬ 
tron or an assistant to you in what remains to be 
done beyond Jordan, I thought it reasonable not 
to leave off my endeavors even now for your 
happiness, but to do my utmost to procure for 
you the eternal enjoyment of good things, and a 
memorial for myself, when you shall be in the 
fruition of great plenty and prosperity: come, 
therefore, let me suggest to you by what means 
you may be happy, and may leave an eternal 
prosperous possession thereof to your children 
after you; and then let me thus go out of the 
world: and I cannot but deserve to be believed 
by you, both on account of the great things I 
have already done for you, and because when 
souls are about to leave the body, they speak 
with the sincerest freedom. O children of Isra¬ 
el! there is but one source of happiness for all 
7nankind , the favor of God;* for he alone is 
mer cruelty;‘as thy sword hath made (the Hebrew) 
women childless, so shall thy mother be made childless 
among women by the Hebrews.’ In the last place, the 
apostles, or their amanuensis, Clement, gave this rea¬ 
son for the necessity of the coming of Christ, that ‘ men 
had formerly perverted both the positive law, and that 
of nature, and had cast on! of their mind the memory of 
the flood, the burning of Fodom, ihe plagues of the 
Egyptians, and the slaughter of the inhabitants of Pales¬ 
tine,’ as signs of most amazing hnpenitenre and in¬ 
sensibility, under the punishments of horrid wicked¬ 
ness. 

* Josephus here,in this one sentence, sums up his no¬ 
tion of M oses’s very long and very serious exhortation in 
the book of Dent.; and his words are so true and of such 
importance, that they deserve to be had in constant 




on ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


able to give good things to those that deserve 
them, and to deprive those of them that sin 
against him; towards whom, if you behave your¬ 
selves according to his will, and according to 
what I, who well understand his mind, do exnort 
you to do, you will both be esteemed blessed, and 
will be admired by all men; and will never come 
into misfortunes, nor cease to be happy: you will 
then preserve the possession of the good things 
you already have, and will quickly obtain those 
that you at present are in want of; only do you 
be obedient to those whom God would have you 
to follow. Nor do you prefer any other constitu¬ 
tion of government before the laws now given 
you; neither do you disregard that way of divine 
worship which you now have, nor change it for 
any other form: and if you do this, you will be 
the most courageous of all men, in undergoing 
the fatigues of war, and will not be easily con¬ 
quered by any of your enemies; for while God 
is present with you to assist you, it is to be ex¬ 
pected that you will be able to despise the oppo¬ 
sition of all mankind; and great rewards of virtue 
are proposed for you, if you preserve that virtue 
through your whole lives. Virtue itself is indeed 
the principal and the first reward, and after that 
it bestows abundance of others; so that your ex¬ 
ercise of virtue towards other men will make 
your own lives happy, and render you more glo¬ 
rious than foreigners can be, and procure you an 
undisputed reputation with posterity. These 
blessings you will be able to obtain, in case you 
hearken to and observe those laws which, by di¬ 
vine revelation, I have ordained for you; that is, 
in case you withal meditate upon the wisdom 
that is in them. I am going from you myself, 
rejoicing in the good things you enjoy; and I 
recommend you to the wise conduct of your law, 
to the becoming order of your polity, and to the 
virtues of your commanders, who will take care 
of what is for your advantage; and that God, who 
has been till now your leader, and by whose good¬ 
will I have myself been useful to you, will not 
put a period now to his providence over you, but 
as long as you desire to have him your protector, 
in your pursuits after virtue, so long will you en¬ 
joy his care over you. Your high priest, also, 
Eleazar, as well as*Joshua, with the senate, and 
chief of your tribes, will go before you, and sug¬ 
gest the best advices to you: by following which 
advices you will continue to be happy; to whom 
do you give ear without reluctance, as sensible 
that all such as know well how to be governed, will 
also know how to govern, if they be promoted to 
that authority themselves. And do not you es¬ 
teem liberty to consist in opposing such direc¬ 
tions as your governors thinK fit to give you for 
your practice, as at present indeed you place 
your liberty in nothing else but abusing your be¬ 
nefactors: which error if you can avoid for the 
time to come, your affairs will be in a better con¬ 
dition than they have hitherto been: nor do you 
ever indulge such a degree of passion in these 
matters, as you have oftentimes done when you 
have been very angry with me; for you know 
that I have been oftener in danger of death from 
you than from our enemies. What I now put 
you in mind of, is not done in order to reproach 
you, for ldo not think it proper, now f I am going 
out of the world, to bring this to your remem¬ 
brance, in order to leave you offended at me, 
since at the time when I underwent those hard¬ 
ships from you, I was not angry at you, but I do 
it in order to make you wiser hereafter; and to 
teach you that this will be for your security; I 
mean, that you never be injurious to those that 
preside over you, even when you are become 
rich, as you will be to a great degree when you 

remembrance both by Jews and Christians: “O children 
of Jgrnel! there is hut one source of happiness for all 
mankir.4. the favor of God.” 


have passed over Jordan, and are in possession of 
the land of Canaan. Since, when you shall have 
once proceeded so far by your wealth, as to a 
contempt and disregard of virtue, you will also 
forfeit the favor of God; and when you have 
made him your enemy, you will be beaten in war; 
and will have the land which you possess taken 
away again from you by your enemies, and this 
with great reproaches upon your conduct. You 
will be scattered over the whole world, and will 
as slaves, entirely fill both sea and land; and 
when once you have had the experience of what 
I now say, you will repent, and remember the 
laws you have broken, when it is too late. 
Whence I would advise you, if you intend to 
preserve these laws, to leave none of your ene¬ 
mies alive when you have conquered them, but 
to look upon it as for your advantage to destroy 
them all, lest, if you permit them to live, you 
taste of their manners, and thereby corrupt your 
own proper institutions. I also do farther exhort 
you to overthrow their altars, and their groves, 
and whatsoever temples they have among them, 
and to burn all such, their nation and their very 
memory, with fire, for by this means alone the 
safety of your own happy constitution can be 
firmly secured to you. And in order to prevent 
your ignorance of virtue, and the degeneracy cf 
your nature into vice, I have also ordained you 
laws, by divine suggestion, and a form of govern¬ 
ment, which are so good, that if you regularly 
observe them, you will be esteemed of all ‘men 
the most happy.” 

3. When he had spoken thus, he gave them the 
laws and the constitution of government, writ¬ 
ten in a book. Upon which the people fell into 
tears, and appeared already touched with the 
sense that they should have a great want of their 
conductor, because they remembered what a 
number of dangers he had passed through, and 
what care he had taken of their preservation; 
they desponded about what would come upon 
them after he was dead, and thought they should 
never have another governor like him; and fear¬ 
ed that God would then take less care of them 
when Closes was gone, who used to intercede for 
them. They also repented of what they had 
said to him in the wilderness when they were 
angry, and were in grief on those accounts, inso¬ 
much, that the whole body of the people fell into 
tears with such bitterness, that it was past the 
power of words to comfort them in their afflic¬ 
tion. However Moses gave them some consola¬ 
tion, and by calling them off the thought, how 
worthy he was of their weeping for him, he ex¬ 
horted them to keep that form of government he 
had given them: and then the congregation was 
dissolved at that time. 

4. Accordingly, 1 shall now first describe this 
form of government, which was agreeable to the 
dignity nnd virtue of Moses; and shall thereby 
inforin those that read these antiquities what our 
original settlements were, and shall then pro¬ 
ceed to the remaining histories. Now those set¬ 
tlements are still in writing,as he left them; and 
we shall add nothing by way of ornament, nor 
any thing besides what Moses left us, only we 
shall so far innovate as to digest the several kinds 
of laws into a regular system, for they were by 
him left in writing as* they were accidentally 
scattered in their delivery, and as lie upon inqui¬ 
ry had learned them of God. On which account 
1 have thought it necessary to premise this ob¬ 
servation beforehand, lest any of my own coun¬ 
trymen should blame me, as having been guilty 
of an offence herein. Now part of our constitu¬ 
tion will include the laws that belong to our poli¬ 
tical state. As for those laws whicli Moses .left 
concerning our common conversation and inter¬ 
course one with another, I have reserved that 
for a discourse concerning our manner of life, 
and the occasions of those laws which I propose 
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to myself, with God’s assistance, to write, after I 
have finished the work I am now upon. 

5. When you hare possessed yourselves of the 
land of Canaan, and nave leisure to enjoy the 

ood things of it, and when you have afterward 
etermined to build cities, if you will do what is 
leasing to God, you will have a secure state of 
apniness. Let tnere be then one city of the land 
of Canaan, and this situate in the most agreeable 
place for its goodness, and very eminent in itself, 
and let it be that which God shall choose for 
himself by prophetic revelation. Let there also 
be one temple therein, and one altar, not reared 
of hewn stones, but of such as you gather toge¬ 
ther at random: which stones, when they are 
whited over with mortar, will have a handsome 
appearance, and be beautiful to the sight. Let 
the ascent to it be not by steps,* but by an accli¬ 
vity of raised earth. And let there be neither an 
altar, nor a temple in any other city; for God is 
but one, and the nation of the Hebrews is but one. 

6. He thatblasphemeth God, let him be stoned, 
and let him hang upon a tree all that day, and 
then let him be buried in an ignominious and 
obscure manner. 

7. Let those that live as remote as the bounds 
of the land which the Hebrews shall possess, 
come to that city where the temple shall De, and 
this three times in a year, that they may give 
thanks to God for his former benefits, and may 
entreat him for those they shall want hereafter; 
and let them by this means maintain a friendly 
correspondence with one another, by such meet¬ 
ings and feastings together; for it is a good thing 
for those that are of the same stock, and under 
the same institution of laws, not to be unac¬ 
quainted with each other; which acquaintance 
will be maintained by thus conversing together, 
and by seeing and talking with one another, and 
so renewing the memorials of this union: for if 
they do not thus converse together continually, 
they will appear like mere strangers to one 
another. 

8. Let there be taken out of your fruits a tenth, 
besides that which you have allotted to the priests 
and Levites. This you may indeed sell in the 
country, but it is to be used in these feasts and 
sacrifices that are to .be celebrated in the holy 
city; for it is fit that you should enjoy those 
fruits of the earth which God gives you to pos¬ 
sess, so as may be to the honor of the donor. 

9. You are not to offer sacrifices out of the hire 
of a woman whicn is a harioi,j for the Deity is 
not pleased with any thing that arises from such 
abuses of nature; of which sort none can be 
worse than this prostitution of the body. In like 
manner, no one may take the price of the cover¬ 
ing of a bitch, either of one that is used in huut- 

* This law, both here and Exod. xx. 25,2G, of not go¬ 
ing up to God’s altar ‘by ladder steps,’ but on an acclivity, 
seems not to have belonged to the altar of the taberna¬ 
cle, which was in all but three cubits high, Exod. xxvii. 
1, nor to that of Ezekiel, which was expressly to be gone 
up to by steps, xliii. 17, but rather to occasional altars 
of any considerable altitude and largeness; as also pro¬ 
bably to Solomon’s altar, to which it is here applied by 
Jasephus, as well as to that in Zorobabel’s and Herod’s 
temple, which were, 1 think, all ten cubits high. See 2 
Chron. iv. 1. and Antiq. B. viii. ch. iii. sect. 7. The rea¬ 
son why these temples, and these only, were to have 
this ascent on an acclivity, and not by steps, is obvious, 
that before the invention of stairs, such ns we now use, 
decency could not be otherwise provided for in the loose 
garments which the priests wore, as the law required. 
See Lnniv of the Tabernacle nnd Temple, p. 44-4. 

t The hire of public or secret harlots was given to 
Venus in Syria, as Lucian informs us, p. 878, ami 
against some such vile practice of the old idolntcrs this 
law seems to hare been made. 

I The Apostolical Constitutions, B. ii.chap.xxvi. sect. 
31, expound this law of Moses, Exod. xxii. 28, ‘thou 
shall not revilo or blaspheme the gods,’ or magistrates; 
which is a tnueh more probable exposition than this of 
Joseplms, of heathen gods, as here, and against Apion, 
B. ii. ch. iii. sect. 4. 


ing, or in keeping of sheep, and thence sacrifice 
to God. 

10. Let no one blaspheme those gods which 
other cities esteem sucn;{ nor may any one steal 
what belongs to strange temples, nor take away 
the gifts that are dedicated to any god. 

11. Let not any one of you wear a garment 
made of woollen and linen, for that is appointed 
to be for the priests alone. 

12. When the multitude are assembled together 
into the holy city for sacrificing every seventh 
year, at the feast of tabernacles, let the high 

f iriest stand upon ahi^h desk, whence he may be 
jeard.and let him read the laws to all the people;} 
and let neither the women nor the children be 
hindered from hearing, no nor the servants 
neither; for it is a good thing that those laws 
should be engraven in their souls, and preserved 
in their memories, that so it may not be possible 
to blot them out; for by this means they will not be 
guilty of sin, when they cannot plead ignorance 
of wnat the laws have enjoined them. The laws 
also will have a great authority among them, as 
foretelling what they will surfer if they break 
them; and imprinting in their souls by this hear¬ 
ing what they command them to do, that so there 
may always be within their minds that attention 
to the laws which they have despised and broken, 
and have thereby been the causes of their own 
mischief. Let the children also learn the laws, 
as the first thing they are taught, which will be 
the best thing they can be taught, and will be 
the cause of their future felicity. 

13. Let every one commemorate before God, 
the benefits which he bestowed upon them at 
their deliverance out of the land of Egypt, and 
this twice every day; both when the day begins, 
and when the hour of sleep comes on, gratitude 
being in its own nature a just thing, and serving 
•not only by way of return for past, but also by¬ 
way of invitation of future favors. They are 
also to inscribe the principal blessings they hav6 
received from God upon their doors, and show 
the same remembrance of them on their arms; 
as also they are to bear on their forehead, and 
their arm, those wonders which declare the 
power of God, and his good-will towards them, 
that God’s readiness to bless them may appear 
everywhere conspicuous about them.|l 

14. Let there be seven men to judge in every 
eity,1F and these such as have been before most 
zealous in the exercise of virtue and righteous¬ 
ness. Let every judge have two officers allotted 
him out of the tribe of Levi. Let those that are 
chosen to judge in the several cities be had in 
great honor; and let none be permitted to revile 
any others when these are present, nor to carry' 
themselves in an insolent manner to them, it 

$ What hook of the law was thus publicly read, see 
the note on Antiq. B. x. ch.v.sect. 5; and 1 Esd. ix. 
39—Jo. 

j| Whether these phylacteries,nnd other Jewish mem¬ 
orials ot'thc law here mentioned by Josephns.and by Mo¬ 
ses, (besides the fringes on the borders of their garments. 
Numb. xv. 37,)were literally meant by God, 1 much ques¬ 
tion. That they have been long observed by the Phari¬ 
sees and the rabbinical Jews, is certain; however, the 
Karaites, who receive not the unwritten traditions of 
the elders, hut keep close to the written law, with Jer¬ 
ome and Grotius,think they were not literally to be un¬ 
derstood, as Bernard and Reland here take notice. Noi 
indeed do I remember that either in the more ancient 
books of the Old Testament, or in the books we tall 
‘ Apocrypha,’ there arc nny signs of such literal ob¬ 
servations appearing; among the Jews, though their 
real or mystical signification, i. e. the constant re¬ 
membrance and observation of the Inws of God by 
Moses, be frequently inculcated in all the sacred wri¬ 
tings. 

IT Here as well as elsewhere, sect. 38; of his Life, sect. 
14; nnd of the War, B. ii. ch. xx. sect. 5, are but seven 
judges appointed for small cities, instead of twenty- 
three, in the modern rabbins; which modern rabbin* 
are always but of very little authority in comparison 
of our Joseplms. 
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being natural, that reverence towards those in 
high others among men should procure men’s 
fear and reverence towards God. Let those that 
judge be permitted to determine according as 
they think to be right, unless any one can snow 
that they have taken bribes, to the perversion of 
justice, or can allege any other accusation against 
them, whereby it may appear they have passed 
an unjust sentence; for it is not fit that causes 
should be openly determined out of regard to 
gain, or to the dignity of the suiters, but that 
the judges should esteem what is right before 
all other things, otherwise God will by that 
means be despised, and esteemed inferior to 
those, the dread of whose power has occasioned 
the unjust sentence; for justice is the power of 
God. He therefore that gratifies those in great 
dignity, supposes them more potent than God 
himself, nut if these judges are unable to give 
a just sentence about the causes that cotne betore 
them, (which case is not unfrequent in human 
affairs,) let them send the cause undetermined to 
the holy city, and there let the high priest, the 
prophet, and the Sanhedrim, determine as it 
shall seem good to them. 

15. But let not a single witness be credited, 
but three, or two at the least, and those such 
whose testimony is confirmed by their good lives. 
But let not the testimony of women be admitted, 
on account of their levity and boldness of their 
sex.* Nor, let servants be admitted to give tes¬ 
timony, on account of the ignobility of their 
soul; "since it is probable that they may not 
speak truth, either out of hope of gain, or fear 
of punishment. But if any one he believed to 
have borne false witness, let him, when he is 
convicted, suffer all the very same punishments 
which he, against whom he bare witness, was to 
have suffered. 

16. If a murder be committed in any place, 
and he that did it be not found, nor is there any 
suspicion upon one as if he had hated the man, 
ana so had killed him, let there be a very dili¬ 
gent inquiry made after the man, and rewards 
proposed to any who will discover him; but if 
still no information can be procured, let the ma¬ 
gistrates and senate of those cities that lie near 
the place hi which the murder was committed, 
assemble together, and measure the distance 
from the place where the dead hodv lies; then 
let the magistrates of the nearest city thereto 
purchase a heifer, and hring it to a valley, and 
to a place therein where there is no land plough¬ 
ed, or trees planted, and let them cut the sinews 
of the heifer; and the priests and Levites, and 
the senate of that city, shall take water and 
wash their hands over the head of the heifer, 
and they shall openly declare that their hands 
are innocent of this murder, and that they have 
neither done it themselves, nor been assisting to 
any that did it. They shall also beseech God to 
be merciful to them, that no such horrid act may 
any more be done in that land. 

17. Aristocracy, and the way of living under it, 
is the best constitution; and may you never have 
an inclination to any other form of government; 
and may you always love that form, and have 
the laws for your governors, and govern all your 
actions according to them; for you need no su¬ 
preme governor but God. But if yon shall de¬ 
sire a king, le t him be one of your own nation; 
let him be always care ful of justice, and other 
virtues, perpetually; let him submit to the laws, 
and esteem God’s commands to be his highest 
wisdom; but let him do nothing without the high 
priest, and the votes of the senators: let him 
not have a great number of wives, nor pursue 
abundance of riches, nor a multitude of horses, 

* I have never observed elsewhere lhat, in the Jewish 
povrrnmeni women were not admitted as legal wit¬ 
nesses in courts of justice. None of our copies of the 
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whereby he may grow too proud to submit to 
the laws. And if he affect any such things, let 
him be restrained, lest he become so potent that 
his state be inconsistent with your welfare. 

18. Let it not be esteemed lawful to remove 
boundaries, neither our own, nor of those with 
whom we are at peace. Have a care you do not 
take those landmarks awav, which* are, as it 
were, a divine and unshaken’liniitation of rights 
made by God himself, to last for ever, since this 
going beyond limits, and gaining ground upon 
others, is the occasion of wars and seditions; for 
those that remove boundaries are nor far off an 
attempt to subvert the laws. 

19. He that plants apiece of land whose trees 
produce fruits before the fourth year, is not to 
bring thence any first fruits to God, nor is he to 
make use of that fruit himself, for it is not pro¬ 
duced in its proper season; for when nature has 
a force put upon her at an unseasonable time, 
the fruit is not proper for God, nor for the mas¬ 
ter’s use; but let the owner gather all that ,s 
grown on the fourth year, for then it is in its 
proper season. And let him that has gathered it. 
carry it to the holy city, and spend that, together 
with the tithe of his other fruits, in feasting with 
his friends, with the orphans and the widows. 
But on the fifth year the fruit is his own, and he 
may use it as he pleases. 

20. Yon are not to sow a piece of land with 
seed which is planted with vines, for it is enough 
that it supply nourishment to that plant, and be 
not harassed by ploughing'also. You are to 
plough ) our land with oxen: and not to oblige 
other animals to come under the same yoke with 
them; but to till your land with those beasts that 
are of the same kind with each other. The 
seeds are also to be pure, and without mixture, 
and not to be compounded of two or three sorts, 
since nature, does not rejoice in the union of 
things that are not in their own nature alike; nor 
are you to permit beasts of different kinds to 
gender together; for there is reason to fear that 
this unnatural abuse may extend from beasts of 
different kinds to men, though it takes its first 
rise from the evil practices about such smaller 
things. Nor is any thing to be allowed, by imi¬ 
tation whereof any degree of subversion may 
creep into the constitution. Nor do the laws 
neglect small matters, but provide that even 
those may be managed after an unblamable 
manner. 

21. Let not those that reap, and gather in the 
corn that is reaped, gather in the gleanings also: 
but let them rather leave some handfuls for 
those that are in want of the necessaries of life, 
that it may be a support and a supply to them, in 
order to their subsistence. In like manne r when 
they gather their grapes, let them leave some 
smaller bunches for the poor, and let them pass 
over some of the fruits of the olive-trees, when 
they gather them, and leave them to be partaken 
of by those that have none, of their own; for the 
advantage arising from the exact ccllection of 
all, will not be so considerable to the owners as 
will arise from the gratitude of the poor. And 
God will provide, that the land shall more will¬ 
ingly produce what shall be for the. nourishment 
of its truits, in case you do not merely take care 
of your own advantage, but have regard to the 
support of others also. Nor are you to muzzle 
the mouths of the oxen, when they tread the ears 
of corn in the thrashing-Loor; for it is not just to 
restrain our fellow-laboring animals, and those 
that work in order to its production, of this fruit 
of their labours. Nor are you to prohibit those 
that pass by at the time when your fruits are 
ripe to toucli them, but to give them leave to fill 

Pentateuch say a word of it. Tt is very probable, howev¬ 
er, tlint this was the exposition of the Serihesand Phari¬ 
sees andthe praeticcofthe Jews in the days of Josephus. 
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themselves full of what you have, and this whe¬ 
ther mey be of your own country, or strangers, 
as oetng glad of the opportunity of giving them 
gome part of your fruits when they are ripe; but 
let it not be esteemed lawful for them to carry 
any away. Nor let those that gather the grapes, 
ana carry them to the winepresses, restrain 
those whom they meet from eating of them; for 
it is unjust, out of envy, to hinder those that de¬ 
sire it, to partake of the good things that come 
into the world, according to God’s will, and this 
while the season is at the height, and is hasten¬ 
ing away as it pleases God. Nay, if some, out of 
bashfulness, are unwilling to touch these fruits, 
let them be encouraged to take of them, I mean 
those that are Israelites, as if they were them- 
•cl ves the owners and lords, on account of the 
kindred there is between them. Nay, let them 
desire men that come from other countries, to 
artake of these tokens of friendship which God 
as given in their proper season; for that is not 
to be deemed as idly spent, which any one out of 
kindness communicates to another, since God 
bestows plenty of good things on men, not only 
for themselves to reap the advantage, but also to 
ive to others in a way of generosity; and he is 
esirous by this means, to make known to others 
his peculiar kindness to the people of Israel, and 
how freely he communicates happiness to them, 
while they abundantly communicate, out of their 
great superfluities, to even these foreigners also. 
But for nini that acts contrary to this law, let him 
be beaten with forty stripes save one, by the 
public executioner;* let him undergo this pun¬ 
ishment, which is a most ignominious one tor a 
freeman, and this because he was such a slave to 
gain as to lay a blot upon his own dignity; for it 
is proper for you who have bad the experience 
of the afflictions in Egypt and of those in the 
wilderness, to make provision for those that are 
in the like circumstances; and while you have 
now obtained plenty yourselves, through the 
mercy and providence of God, to distribute of 
the same plenty, by the like sympathy, to such 
as stand in need of it. 

22. Besides those two tithes, which I have 
already said you are to pay every year, the one 
for the Levites, the other for the festivals; you 
are to bring every third year, a third tithe to be 
distributed to those that want;f to women also 
that are widows, and to children that are or¬ 
phans. But as to the ripe fruits, let them carry 
that which is ripe first of all unto the temple; and 
when they have blessed God for that land which 
bare them, and which he had given them for a 
possession, when they have also offered those sa¬ 
crifices which the law has commanded them to 
bring, let them give the first-fruits to the priests. 
But when anv one hath done this, and hath 
brought the tithe of all that he hath, together 
with those first-fruits that were for the Levites, 
and for the festivals; and when he is about to go 
home, let him stand before the holy house, and 
return thanks to God, that he hath delivered 
them from the injurious treatment they had in 
Egypt, and hath given them a good land, and a 
large, and let them enjoy the fruits thereof; and 
when he hath openly testified that he hath fully 
paid the tithes [and other dues,] according to 

*Tliis penalty of fort y stripes save one, here mention¬ 
ed and sect. 29, was live times inflicted on St. Paul 
himsetf by the Jews, 2 Cor. xi. 21. 

t Josephus’s plain and express interpretation of this 
law of Moses, Dent. xiv. 28, 29; xxvi. 12, &.c. that the 
Jews were hound every third year to pay three tithes, 
that to the Levites, that for sacrifices at Jerusalem, and 
this for the indigent, the widows, and the orphans, is 
fully confirmed by the practice of good old Tobit, even 
when he was a captive at Assyria, against the opinion 
of the Rabbins. Tobit, ch. i. 6,*7, 8. 

J These tokens of virginity, as the Hebrew and Sep- 
tuagint stylo them, Dent. xxii. 15,17,20, seem to me very 
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the law of Moses, let him entreat God that he 
will be ever merciful and gracious to him, and 
continue so to be to all the Hebrews, both by 
preserving the good things which he hath al¬ 
ready given them, and by adding what it is still 
in bi9 power to bestow upon them. 

23. Let the Hebrews marry, at the age fit for 
it, virgins that are free and born of good parents. 
And he that does not marry a virgin, let him not 
corrupt another imyi’s wife, and marry her, nor 
grieve her former husband. Nor let free men 
marry slaves, although their affections should 
strongly bias any of them so to do; for it is decent, 
and for the dignity of the persons themselves, to 
govern those their affections. And farther, no 
one ought to marry a harlot; whose matrimonial 
oblations, arising from the prostitution of her 
body, God will not receive; tor by these means, 
the dispositions of the children will be liberal and 
virtuous; I mean when they are not born of base 
parents, and of the lustful conjunction of such as 
marry women that are not free. If any one has 
been espoused to a woman as to a virgin, and does 
not afterward find her so to be, let him bring his 
action, and accuse her, and let him make use of 
such indications to prove his accusation as he is 
furnished withal,! and let the father or the bro¬ 
ther of the damsel, or some one that is after them 
nearest of kin to her, defend her. If the damsel 
obtain a sentence in her favor, that she had not 
been guilty, let her live with her husband that ac¬ 
cused her ; and let him not have any farther power 
at all to put her away, unless she give him very 
great occasions for suspicion, and such as can be 
noway contradicted. But for him that brings 
an accusation and calumny against his wife, in 
an impudent and rash manner, let him be punish¬ 
ed by receiving forty stripes save one, and let 
him pay fifty shekels to her father. But if the 
damsel be convicted, as having been corrupted, 
and is one of the common people, let her be 
stoned, because she did not preserve her virgi¬ 
nity till she were lawfully married; but if she 
were the daughter of a priest, let her be burnt 
alive. If any man has two wives, and if he greatly 
respect and be kind to one of them, either out of 
his affection to her, or for her beauty, or for some 
other reason, while the other is of less esteem 
with him; and if the son of her that is beloved 
be the younger by birth than another born of 
the other wife, but endeavors to obtain the right 
of primogeniture, from his father’s kindness to 
his mother, and would thereby obtain a double 
portion of his father’s substance, (for that double 
portion is what I have allotted him in the laws,) 
et not this be permitted; for it is unjust, that he 
who is the elder by birth should be deprived of 
what is due to hini, on the father’s disposition of 
his estate, because his mother was not equally 
regarded by him. He that hath corrupted a dam¬ 
sel espoused to another man, in case ne had her 
consent, let both him and her be put to death, for 
they are both equally guilty, the man because he 
persuaded the woman willingly to submit to a 
most impure action, and to prefer it to lawful 
wedlock; the woman,because she was persuaded 
to yield herself to be corrupted, either for plea¬ 
sure or for gain. However, if a man light on a 
woman when she is alone, and forces her, where 

different from what our late interpreters suppose. They 
appear rather to have hern such close linen garments 
ns were never put off virgins afier a certain age, till 
they were married, hut. before witnesses, and which, 
while they wore entire, were certain evidences of such 
virginity. See these Antiq. R. vii.ch.viii. sect. l;2Sam. 
xiii. 18; Isa. iv. 1. Joseplni 9 here determines nothing 
what were these particular tokens of virginity, or of 
corruption; perhaps he thought he could not easily de¬ 
scribe them to the. heathens, without saying what they 
might have thought a breach of modesty; which seem¬ 
ing breach of modesty laws cannot always wholly 
avoid. 
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nobody was present to come to her assistance, 
let him only be, put to death. Let him that hath 
corrupted a virgin not yet espoused, marry her; 
hut it the father of the damsel be not willing 
that she should be his wife, let him pay fifty shek¬ 
els as the price of her prostitution, lie that de¬ 
sires to be divorced from his wife for anv cause 
whatsoever,* (and many such causes happen 
among men,) let him in writing give assurance 
that he never will use her as his wife any more, 
for by these means she may be at liberty to 
marry another husband, although before this bill 
of divorce be given, she is not to be permitted so 
to do: but if she be misused by him also, or \f, 
when he is dead, her first husband would marry 
her again, it shall not be lawful for her to return 
to him. If a woman’s husband die, and leave her 
without children, let his brother marry her, and 
let him call the son that is born to him by his 
brother’s name, and educate him as the heir of 
his inheritance, for this procedure will be for the 
benefit of the public, because thereby families 
will not fail, and the estate will continue among 
the kindred; and this will be for the solace of 
wives under their affliction, that they are to be 
married to the next relations of their former hus¬ 
bands. But if the brother will not marry her, let 
the woman come before the senate, and protest 
openly that his brother will not admit her fox his 
wife, but will injure the memory of his deceased 
brother, while she is willing to continue in the fa¬ 
mily, and to bear him children: and when the 
senate have inquired of him, for what reason it is 
that he is averse to this marriage, whether he 
gives a bad or a good reason, the matter must 
come to this issue, that the woman shall loose the 
sandals of the brqthcr, and shall spit in his face, 
and say, “ He deserves this reproachful treat¬ 
ment from her, as having injured the memory of 
the deceased.” And then let him go away out 
of the senate, and bear this reproach upon him 
all his life long; and let her marry whom she 
pleases, of such as seek her in marriage. But 
now if any man take captive either a virgin, or 
one that hath been married,f and lias a mind to 
marry her, let him not be allowed to bring her to 
bed to him, or to live with her as his wife, before 
she hath her head shaven, and hath put on her 
mourning habit, and lamented her relations and 
friends that were slain in the battle, that by 
these means she may give vent to her sorrow for 
them, and after that may betake herself to feast¬ 
ing and matrimony, for it is good for him that 
takes a woman in order to have children by her, 
to be complaisant to her inclinations, and not 
merely to pursue his own pleasure, while he hath 
no regard to what is agreeable to her. But when 
thirty days are past, as the time of mourning, for 
go many are suiheient, to prudent persons, tor la¬ 
menting the dearest friends, then let them pro¬ 
ceed to the marriage; but in case when he hath 
satisfied his lust, he he too proud to retain her 
for his wife, let him not have it in his power to 
make her a slave, hut let her go away whither 
she pleases, and have that privilege of n free 
woman. 

24. As to those young men that despise their 
parents, and do not pay them honor, but offer 
diem affronts, either because they are ashamed 
of them, or think themselves wiser than they; 
la the first place let their parents ndmonish them 
in words, (Tor they are by nature of authority 
aufficient for becoming their judges,) and let 
them say thus to them: “That they cohabited 
together, not for the sake of pleasure, nor for 
the augmentation of their riches, by joining both 

* These words of Josephus nre very like those of the 
Pharisees to our Saviour upon this very subject, Mntt. 
xlx. 4 . “ Is ii lawful for a man to pul away his wife 
for every cause?’' 

f Here it is supposed that this captive’s husband, if 
«hc were before u married woman, was dead before,or 
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their stocks, togetner, but that they might have 
children to take care of them in their old age, 
and might by them have what they then should 
want.” And say farther to him, “That when 
thou wast born we took thee up with gladness 
and gave God the greatest thanks for thee, and 
brought thee up with great care, and spared for 
nothing that appeared useful for thy preserva¬ 
tion, and for thy instruction in what was most 
excellent. And now since it is reasonable to for¬ 
give the sins of those that are young, let it suffice 
thee to have given so many indications of thy 
contempt of us; reform thyself, and act more 
wisely for the time to come, considering that 
God is displeased with those that are insolent 
towards their parents, because he is himself the 
Father of the whole race of mankind, and seems 
to bear part of that dishonor which falls upon 
those that have the same name, when they do 
not meet with due returns from their children. 
And on such the law inflicts inexorable punish 
ment; of which punishment mayest thou never 
have the experience!” Now if the insolence of 
young men be thus cured, let them escape the 
reproach which their former errors deserved, for 
by this means the lawgiver will appear to be 
good, and parents happy, while they never be¬ 
hold either a son or a daughter brought to 
punishment. But if it happen that these words 
and instructions conveyed oy them, in order to 
reclaim the man, appear to be useless, then the 
offender renders the laws implacable enemies to 
the insolence he has offered his parents; let him 
therefore be brought forth by these very parents 
out of the city ,4 with a multitude following him, 
and let him be stoned; and when he has conti¬ 
nued there for one whole day, that all the people 
may see him, let him be buried in the nignt. 
And thus it is that we bury all whom the laws 
condemn to die, upon any account whatever. 
Let our enemies that fall in battle be also buried; 
nor let any one dead body lie above the ground, 
or suffer a punishment beyond what justice re¬ 
quires. 

25. Let no one lend to any one of the Hebrews 
upon usury, neither usury of what is eaten, or 
wnat is drunken; for it is not just to make ad¬ 
vantage of the misfortunes of one of thy own 
countrymen; but when thou hast been assistant 
to his necessities, think it thy gain, if thou ob- 
tainest their gratitude to thee; and withal that 
reward which will come to thee from God, for 
thy humanity towards him. 

’26. Those who have borrowed either silver, or 
any sort of fruits, whether dry or wet, (l mean 
this, when the Jewish affairs snail, by the bless¬ 
ing of God, be to their own mind,) let the bor¬ 
rowers bring them again, and restore them with 
pleasure to those who lent them, laying them up, 
ns it were, in their own treasuries, and justly ex¬ 
pecting to receive them thence, if they shall 
wnnt them again. But if they be without shame, 
and do not restore it, let not the lender go to the 
borrower’s house, and take a pledge himself, 
before judgment be given concerning it; but let 
him require the pledge, and let the debtor bring 
it of himself, without the least opposition to him 
that comes upon him under the protection of the 
law. And if he that gave the pledge be rich, jet 
the creditor main it till what he lent be paid him 
again; but if he be poor, let him that takes it, 
return it before the going down of the sun, espe¬ 
cially if the pledge be a garment, that the debtor 
may have it for a covering in his sleep; God 
himself naturally showing mercy to the poor. 
It also is not lawful to take a millstone, nor any 

rather was slain in this very battle, otherwise it would 
have hren adultery in him that married her. 

J See Herod the treat insisting on the execution of 
tliis law, with rcla^on to two of his sons, before the 
judges at UerytUB,f |tiq. B. xvi. chap. xi. sect. 2. 
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utensil thereto belonging, for a pledge, that the 
debtors may not be deprived of instruments to 
get their food withal, and lest they be undone by 
their necessity. 

27. Let death be the punishment for stealing 
a man; but he that hath purloined gold or silver, 
let him pay double. If any one kill a man that 
is stealing' something out of his house, let him 
be esteemed guiltless, although the man were 
only breaking in at the wall. Let him that hath 
stolen cattle pay four-fold what is lost ; excepting 
the case of an ox, for which let the thief pay five¬ 
fold. Let him that is so poor that he cannot pay 
what mulct is laid upon him, be his servant to 
whom he was adjudged to pay it. 

28. If any one be sold to one of his own nation, 
let him serve him six years, and on the seventh 
let him go free , but if he have a son by a woman- 
servant in his purchaser’s house, and if, on ac¬ 
count of his good-will to his master, and his na¬ 
tural affection to his wife and children, he will 
be his servant still, let him be set free only at the 
coming of the year of jubilee, which is the fiftieth 
year, and let him then take away with him his 
children and wife, and let them be free also. 

29. If any one find gold or silver in the road, 
let him inquire after him that lost it, and make 
proclamation of the place where he found it, and 
then restore it to him again, as not thinking it 
right to make his own profit by the loss of ano¬ 
ther. And the same rule is to be observed in 
cattle found to have wandered away into a lonely 

{ dace. If the owner be not presently discovered, 
et him that is the finder keep it with himself, 
and appeal to God, that he has not purloined 
what belongs to another. 

30. It is not lawful to pass by any beast that is 
in distress, when in a storm it is fallen down in 
the mire, but to endeavor to preserve it, as 
having a sympathy with it in its pain. 

31. It is also a duty to show the roads to those 
who do not know them, and not to esteem it a 
matter for sport, when we hinder others’ advan¬ 
tages by setting them in a wrong way. 

32. In like manner let no one revile a person 
blind or dumb. 

33. If men strive together, and there be no 
instrument of iron, let him that is smitten be 
avenged immediately, by inflicting the same 
unishment on him that smote him; but if, when 
e is carried home, he lie sick many days, and 
then die, let him that smote him not escape 
unishinent; but if he that is smitten escape 
eath, and yet be at great expense for his cure, 
the smiier shall pay for all that has been expend¬ 
ed during the time, of his sickness, and for all that 
he has paid the physician. He that kicks a wo¬ 
man with child, so that the woman miscarry,* 
let him pay a fine in money as the judges shall 
determine, as having diminished the multitude 
by the destruction of what was in her womb: 
and let money also be given to the woman’s hus¬ 
band by him that kicked her; but if she die 
of the stroke, let him also be put to death, the 
law judging it equitable that life should go 
for life. 

34. Let no one of the Israelites keep any poison 
that may cause death,f or any other harm; but 
if he be caught with it, Jet him be put to death, 
and suffer the very same mischief that he would 

* Philo and others appear to have understood this law, 
Exodus xxi. 22, 23, better than Josephus, who seems to 
allow, that though the infant in tlie mother’s womb, 
even after the mother were quick, and so the infant lmd 
a rational soul, were killed by the stroke upon the mo¬ 
ther, yet if the mother escaped, the offender should only 
be fined, and not put to death; while the law seems ra¬ 
ther to mean, that if the infant in that ease he killed, 
though the mother eseape, the offender must he put to 
death, and not only when the mother is killed, as Jose¬ 
phus understood it. It seems this was the exposition of 
the Pharisees in the days of Josephus. 
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have brought upon them for whom the poison 
was prepared. 

35. lie that maimethany one, let him undergo 
the like himself, and be deprived of the same 
member of which lie hath deprived the other, 
unless he that is maimed will accept of money in¬ 
stead of it, for the law makes the sufferer the judge 
of the value of what he hath suffered, and permits 
him to estimate it, unless he will be more severe.:}. 

36. Let him that is the owner of an ox, which 
pnsheth with his horn, kill him: but if he pushes 
and gores any one in the thrashing-floor, let him 
be put to death by stoning, and let him not be 
thought fit for food: but if his owner be convict¬ 
ed as having known what his nature was, and 
hath not kept him up, let him also be put to 
death, as being the occasion of the ox’s having 
killed a man. But if the ox have killed a man¬ 
servant, or a maid-servant, let him be stoned; 
and let the owner of the ox pay thirty shekels 
to the master of him that was slain ;6 but if it be 
an ox that is thus smitten and killed, let both 
the oxen, that which smote the other, and that 
which was killed, be sold, and let the owners of 
them divide their price between them. 

37. Let those that dig a well or a pit be care¬ 
ful to lay planks over it, and so keep them shut 
up, not in order to hinder any person from draw¬ 
ing water, but that there may be no danger of 
falling into them: but if any one’s beast fall into 
such a well or pit thus digged, and not shut up, 
and perish, let the owner pay its price to the 
owner of the beast. Let there be a battlement 
round the tops of your houses instead of a wall, 
that may prevent any persons from rolling down 
and perishing. 

38. Let him that has received any thing in 
trust for another take care to keep it as a sacred 
and divine thing, and let no one invent any con¬ 
trivance whereby to deprive him that hath in¬ 
trusted it with him of the same, and this whether 
it be a man or a woman, no, not although he or 
she were to gain an immense sum of gold, and 
this where he cannot be convicted of it by any 
body, for it is fit that a man’s own conscience, 
which knows what he hath, should in all cases 
oblige him to do well. Let this conscience be 
his witness, and make him always act so as may 

rocure him commendation from others; but let 

im chiefly have regard to God, from whom no 
wicked man can lie concealed ; but if he in whom 
the trust was reposed, without any deceit of his 
own, lose what he is intrusted withal, let him 
come before the seven judges, and swear by God, 
that nothing has been lost willingly, or with a 
wicked intention, and that lie hath not made use 
of any part thereof, and so let him depart without 
blame; but if he hath made dse of the least part 
of what was committed to him, and it be lost, let 
him be condemned to repay all that he hath recei¬ 
ved, after the same manner as in those trusts it is 
to be, if any one defraud those that undergo bodily 
labor for him. And let it be always remem¬ 
bered, that we are not to defraud a poor man of 
his wages, as being sensible that God has allotted 
that wages to him instead of land, and other 
possessions; nay, this payment is not at all to ba 
delayed, but to be made that very day, since God 
is not willing to deprive the laborer of the im¬ 
mediate use of what he hath labored for. 

t What we render a witch, accordin': to our modern 
notions of witchcraft, Exodus xxii. ]<?, Philo and Jose¬ 
phus understood of a poisoner, or one who attempted, 
by secret and unlawful drugs or philtrn, to take away 
the senses or the lives of men. 

} This permission of redeeming this penally with mo¬ 
ney is not in our copies, Exodus xxi. 2-1,25; Lev. xxiv, 
20; Peut.xix. 21. 

$ We may here note, that 30 shekels, the price our 
Saviour was sold for by Judas to the Jews, Matt. xxvi. 
15; xxvii. 3; was the old value of a bought servant, or 
slave among that people. 
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39. You are not to punish children for the 
faults of their parents, but on account of their 
own virtue rather to vouchsafe them commisera¬ 
tion, because they were born of wicked parents, 
than hatred because they were born of bad ones. 
Nor indeed ought we to impute the sin of chil¬ 
dren to their fathers, while young persons in¬ 
dulge themselves in many practices different 
from what they have been instructed in, and this 
by their proud refusal of such instruction. 

40. Let those that have made themselves eu¬ 
nuchs be had in detestation: and do you avoid 
any conversation with them, who have deprived 
themselves of their manhood; and of that fruit of 
generation which God has given to men for the 
increase of their kind: let such be driven away, 
ns if they hod killed their children, since they 
beforehand have lost what should procure them; 
for evident it is, that while their soul is become 
effeminate, they have withal transfused that ef¬ 
feminacy to their body also. In like manner do 
vou treat all that is of a monstrous nature when 
it is looked on; nor is it lawful to geld either 
men or any other animals.* 

41. Let this be the constitution of your politi¬ 
cal laws in time of peace; and God will be so 
merciful as to preserve this excellent settlement 
free from disturbance. And may that time never 
come which may innovate any thing, and change 
it for the contrary. But since it must needs hap¬ 
pen that mankind fall into troubles and dangers, 
either undesignedlj or intentionally, come, let us 
make a few constitutions concerning them, that 
so being apprized beforehand what ought to be 
done, you may have salutary counsels ready 
when you tvant them, and may not then be 
obliged to go to seek what is be done, and so 
be unprovided, and fall into dangerous circum¬ 
stances. May you be a laborious people, and ex¬ 
ercise your souls in virtuous actions, and thereby 
possess and inherit the land without wars, while 
neither any foreigners make war upon it, and so 
afflict you, nor any internal sedition seize upon 
it, whereby you may do things that are contrary 
to your fathers, and so lose the laws which they 
have established. And may you continue in the 
observation of those laws which God hath ap¬ 
proved of, and hath delivered to you. Let all sort 
of warlike operations, whether they befal you 
now in your own time, or hereafter in the times 
of your posterity, be done out of your own bor¬ 
ders: but when you are about to go to war, send 
embassages and heralds to those who are your 
voluntary enemies, for it is a right thing to make 
use of words to them before you come to your 
weapons of tvnr; and assure them thereby, that 
nlthough you have a numerous army, with horses 
and weapons, and above these, a God merciful 
to you, and ready to assist you, you do however 
desire them not to compel you to fight against 
them, nor to take from them what they nave, 
which will indeed be our gain, but what they will 
have no reason to wish we should take to our¬ 
selves. And if they hearken to you. it will be 
proper for you to keep peace with them; but if 
they trust on their own strength ns superior to 
yours, and will not do you justice, lead your 
army against them, making use of God ns your 
supreme commander, but ordaining for a lieu¬ 
tenant under him, one that is of the greatest 
courage among you; for these different com¬ 
manders, besides their being an obstacle to ac¬ 
tions thut are to be done on the sudden, arc a 
disadvantage to those that moke use of them. 
Lead an army pure, and of chosen men, com¬ 
posed of all such as have extraordinary strength 

* This law against castration, even of brutes, is said 
to be so rigorous elsewhere as to inllici death on him 
that does ii, which seems only a Hinrisaical interpreta¬ 
tion in the days of Josephus of that law, IvCv. xxi. 20, 
and xiii. 24; only tve may lienee observe, that the Jews 


of body, and hardiness of soul; but do you send 
away the timorous part, lest they run away in 
the time of action, and so afford an advantage to 
your enemies. I)o you also give leave to those 
who have lately built them houses, and have not 
vet lived in them a year’s time; and to those who 
have planted them vineyards, and have not yet 
been partakers of their fruits, to continue in their 
own country, as well as those also who have be¬ 
trothed or lately married them wives, lest they 
have such an affection for these things that they 
be too sparing of their lives, and by reserving 
themselves for these enjoymentR, they become 
voluntary cowards [on account of their wives.] 

42. When you have pitched your camp, take 
care that you do nothing that is cruel. And when 
you are engaged in a siege, and want timber for 
the making of warlike engines, do not you ren¬ 
der the land naked, by cutting down trees that 
bear fruit, but spare them, as considering that 
they were made for the benefit of men; and that 
if tncy could speak, they would have a just plea 
against vou; because, though they are not occa¬ 
sions oi the war, they are unjustly treated, and 
suffer in it, and would, if they were able, remove 
themselves into another land. When you have 
beaten your enemies in battle, slay tnose that 
have fought against you; but preserve the others 
alive, that they may pay you tribute, excepting 
the nation of the Canaanites, for as to that peo¬ 
ple you must entirely destroy them. 

43. Take care, especially in your battles, that 
no woman use the habit of a man, nor man the 
garment cf a woman. 

44. This was the form of political government 
which was left us by Moses. Moreover, lie had 
already delivered laws in writing,f in the fortieth 
year, [after they came out of Egypt,] concerning 
which we will discourse in another book. But 
now on the following days, (for he called them 
to assemble continually,) he delivered blessings 
to them, and curses upon those that should not 
live according to the laws, but should transgress 
the duties that were determined for them to 
observe. After this, he read to them a poetic 
song, which was composed in hexameter verse, 
and left it to them in the holy book. It contained 
a prediction of what was to come to pass after¬ 
ward. Agreeably whereto all things have hap¬ 
pened all along; and do still happen to us; and 
wherein he has not at all deviated from the truth. 
Accordingly he delivered these books to the 
priests,! with the ark; into which he also put 
the ten commandments, written in two tables. 
He delivered to them the tabernncle also; and 
exhorted the people, that when they had con¬ 
quered the land, and were settled in it, they should 
not forget the injuries of the Amalekites, but 
make war against them, and inflict punishment 
upon them for what mischief they did them, 
when they were in the wilderness: and that 
when they had got possession of the land of the 
Canaanites. and when they had destroyed the 
whole multitude of its inhabitants, as they ought 
to do, they should erect an altar that should face 
the rising sun, not far from the city of Shechem, 
between the two mountains, that of Gerizzim 
situate on the right hand, and thnt called Ebal on 
the left; and that the army should be so divided, 
that six tribes should stand upon each of the two 
mountains, and with them the Levites and the 
priests. And that first, those that were upon 
mount Gerizzim should pray for the best bles¬ 
sings upon those who were diligent about the 
worship of God, and the observation of his laws, 
and wlio did not reject what Moses had said to 

could then have no oxen which arc gelt, but only bulla 
and cows in Judea. 

t These laws seem to l e those above-mentioned sect. 
4. of thin chapter. 

\ What laws were now delivered to the priests,see 
the noto on Antiq. I). iii. chap. I, sect.7. 
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them, while the other wished them all manner 
of happiness also; and when these last put up 
the like prayers, the former praised them. After 
this, curses were denounced upon those that 
should transgress those laws, they answering 
one another alternately, by way of confirmation 
of what had been said. Moses also wrote their 
blessings and their curses, that they might learn 
them so thoroughly, that they might never be 
forgotten by length of time. And when he was 
ready to die, he wrote these blessings and curses 
upon the altar on each side of it;* where he says 
also the people stood, and then sacrificed and 
offered burnt-offerings, though after that day 
they never offered upon it any other sacrifice, 
for it was not lawful so to do. These are the 
constitutions of Moses; and the Hebrew nation 
still live according to them. 

45. On the next day, Moses called the people 
together, with the women and children, to a con¬ 
gregation, so as the very slaves were present 
also, that they might engage themselves to the 
observation of these laws by oath: and that duly 
considering the meaning of God in them, they 
might not, either for favor of their kindred, or 
out of fear of any one, or indeed for any motive 
whatsoever, think any thing ought to be pre¬ 
ferred to these laws, and so might transgress 
them. That in case any one of their own blood, 
or any city, should attempt to confound or dis¬ 
solve their constitution of government, they 
should take vengeance upon them, both all in 
general, and each person in particular; and when 
they had conquered them, should overturn their 
city to 'the very foundations, and, if possible, 
should not leave the least footsteps of such mad¬ 
ness: but that if they were not able to take such 
vengeance, they should still demonstrate, that 
what was done was contrary to their wills. So 
the multitude bound themselves by oath so to do. 

46. Moses taught them also by what means 
their sacrifices might be most acceptable to God ; 
and how they should go forth to war, making use 
of the stones [in the high priest’s breastplate] for 
their direction,f as I have before signified. Joshua 
also prophesied while Moses was present. And 
when Moses had recapitulated whatsoever he had 
done for the preservation of the people, both in 
their wars and in peace, and had composed them 
a body of laws, and procured them an excellent 
form of government, he foretold, as God had de¬ 
clared to him, “That if they transgressed that 
institution for the worship of God, they should 
experience the following miseries: their land 
should be full of weapons of war from their ene¬ 
mies, and their cities should be overthrown, and 
their temple should be burnt; that they should 
be sold for slaves to such men as would have no 
pity on them in their afflictions: that they would 
then repent, when that repentance would noway 
profit them under their sufferings. Yet (said he) 
will that God who founded your nation, restore 
your cities to your citizens, with their temple 
also, and you shall lose these advantages not 
once only, but often.” 

47. Now when Moses had encouraged Joshua 
to lead out the army against the Canaanites, by 
telling him that God would assist him in all his 
undertakings, and had blessed the whole multi¬ 
tude, he said, “Since I am going to my forefa¬ 
thers, and God has determined that this should 
be the day of my departure to them, I return 

* Of the exact place where this altar was to he built, 
whether nearer Mount Gerizziin or Mount Ehal, ac¬ 
cording to Josephus, see Essay on the Old Testament, 
p. 168-171. 

t Dr. Bernard well observes here, how unfortunate this 
neglect of consulting the Urim was to Joshua himself, 
in the case of the Gibeonites, who put a trick upon him, 
and ensnared him, together with the rest of the Jewish 
rulers, with a solemn oath to preserve them, contrary to 
his commission to extirpate all the Canaanites root and 


him thanks while I am still alive, and present 
with you, for that providence he hath exercised 
over you, which hath not only delivered us from 
the miseries we lay under, but hath bestowed a 
state of prosperity upon ns; as also, that he hath 
assisted me in the pains 1 took, and in all the 
contrivances I had in my care about you, in or¬ 
der to better your condition, and hath on all oc¬ 
casions showed himself favorable to us; or ra¬ 
ther he it was who first conducted our affairs, and 
brought them to a happy conclusion, by making 
use of me as a vicarious general under him, ana 
as a minister in those matters wherein he was 
willing to do you good: on which account I think 
it proper to bless that divine Power which will 
take care of you for the time to come, and this 
in order to repay the debt which I owe him, and 
to leave behind me a memorial that we are obli¬ 
ged to worship and honor him, and to keep 
those laws which are the most excellent gift of 
all those he hath already bestowed upon us, or 
which, if he continue favorable to us, he will be¬ 
stow upon us hereafter. Certainly a human le¬ 
gislator is a terrible enemy, when his laws are 
affronted,and are made to no purpose. And mar 
you never experience that displeasure of Goa, 
which will be the consequence of the neglect of 
these his laws, which he, who is your Creator, 
hath given you!” 

48. When Moses had spoken thus at the end 
of his life, and had foretold what would befall to 
every one of their tribes afterward,}; with the ad¬ 
dition of a blessing to them, the multitude fell 
into tears, insomuch that even the women, by- 
beating their breasts, made manifest the deep 
concern they had when he was about to die. The 
children also lamented still more, as not able to 
contain their grief; and thereby declared, that 
even at their age they were sensible of his vir¬ 
tue, and mighty deeds: and truly there seemed 
to be a strife between the young and the old, who 
should most grieve for him. The old grieved, 
because they knew what a careful protector tbey 
were to be deprived of, and so lamented their fu¬ 
ture state; but the young grieved not only for 
that, but also because it so nappened that they 
were to be left by him before they had well 
tasted of his virtue. Now one may make a guess 
at the excess of this sorrow and lamentation of 
the multitude, from w-hat happened to the legis¬ 
lator himself; for although he was always per¬ 
suaded that he ought not to be cast down at the 
approach of death, since the undergoing it was 
agreeable to the will of God, and the law of na¬ 
ture, yet what the people did, so overbore him, 
that he wept himself. Now as he went thence to 
the place where he was to vanish out of their 
sight, they all followed after him weeping, but 
Moses beckoned with his hand to those that were 
remote from him, and bade them stay behind in 
quiet, while he exhorted those that were near to 
him that they would not render his departure so 
lamentable. Whereupon they thought they ought 
to grant him that favor, to let him depart ac¬ 
cording as he himself desired, so they restrained 
themselves, though weeping still toward one ano¬ 
ther. All those who accompanied him, were the 
senate, and Eleazar the high priest, and Joshua 
their commander. Now as soon as they were 
come to the mountain called * Abarim,’ (which is 
a very high mountain situate over against Jeri¬ 
cho, and one that affords to such as arc upon it a 

branch; which oath he and the other rulers durst never 
break. See Scripture Polities, p. 55. 56; and this snare 
they were brought inio because they “ did not ask coun¬ 
sel at the month of the Lord." Josh. ix. 1L 
} Since Josephus assures us here, as is most nnturaily 
to be supposed, ami ns the Septuagint gives the text, 
Dent, xxxiii. 6; that Moses blessed every one of the trills 
of Israel, it is evident that Simeon was not omitted in 
his copy, ns it unhappily now is, both in our Hebrew 
and Samaritan copies. 


I 
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prospect of ihc greatest parL of the excellent 
land of Canaan,) he dismissed the senate: and 
as he was going to embrace Eleazar and Joshua, 
and was still discoursing with them, a cloud stood 
over him on the sudden, and he disappeared in a 
certain valley, although he wrote in the holy 
books that he died, which was done out of fear 
lest they should venture to say, that because of 
his extraordinary virtue he went to God. 

49. Now Moses lived in all one hundred and 
twenty years; a third part of which time, abating 
one month, he was the people’s ruler; and he 
died on the last month of the year, which is 
called bv the Macedonians ‘Dyslrus,’ but by us 
‘ Adar,‘ on the first day of the month. He was 
one that exceeded all men that ever were, in un¬ 
derstanding, and made the best use of what that 
understanding suggested to him. lie had a very 
graceful way of speaking, in addressing the 
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multitude, and, as to his other qualifications, he 
had such a full command of his passions, as if 
he hardly had any such in his soul, and only 
knew them by their names, as rather perceiving 
them in other men than in himself. lie was also 
such a general of an army, as is seldom seen, as 
well as such a prophet as was never known, and 
this to such a degree, that whatsoever he pro¬ 
nounced you would think you heard the voice of 
God himself. So the people mourned for him 
thirty days: nor did ever any grief so deeply af¬ 
fect the Hebrews as did this upon the deatn of 
Moses: nor were those that had experienced his 
conduct the only persons that desired him, but 
those also that perused the laws he left behind 
him, had a strong desire after him, and by them 
gathered the extraordinary virtue he was master 
of. And this shall suffice for the declaration of 
the manner of the death of Moses. 


BOOK V. 

CONTAINING TIIE INTERVAL OF FOUR HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX YEARS.—FROM THE 
DEATH OF MOSES TO THE DEATH OF ELI. 


CHAP. I. 

Hov) Joshua, the Commander of the Hebrews , 
made )Var with the Canaanites , and overcame 
them, and destroyed them, and divided their 
Land by Lot to the r Tribes of Israel. 

{ 1. When Moses was taken away from among 
men, in the manner already described, and when 
all the solemnities belonging to the mourning for 
him were finished, and the sorrow for him was 
over, Joshua commanded the multitude to get 
themselves ready for an expedition. He also 
sent spies to Jericho, to discover what forces they 
had, and what were their intentions; but be pul 
his camp in order, as intending soon to pass over 
Jordan at a proper season. And calling to him 
the rulers of the tribe of Rcubel, and the gover¬ 
nors of the tribe of Gad, and [the half tribe of] 
Manasseh, for half of this tribe had been per¬ 
mitted to have their habitation in the country of 
the Amo rites, which was the seventh part of the 
land of Canaan,* he pul them in mind what they 
had promised Moses; and he exhorted them, 
that for the sake of the care that Moses had ta¬ 
ken of them, who had never been weary of ta¬ 
king pains for them, no, not when he was dying, 
nnd for the sake of the public welfare, they 
would prepare themselves, and readily perform 
whaL they nad promised; so he took fifty thou¬ 
sand of them who followed him, and he marched 
from Abila to Jordan, sixty furlongs. 

2. Now when he had pitched his camp, the 
spies came to him immediately, well acquainted 
with the whole stale of the Canaanites: for, at 

* The Amoritcs were one of the seven nations of Ca¬ 
naan. Ilencc Itelanri is willing to suppose that Josephus 
did not here mean that their land beyond Jordan was a 
seventh part of the whole land of Canaan, but meant the 
Amoritcs ns a seventh nation. Ilia reason is, that Jose¬ 
phus, ns well as our hihlcs, generally distinguish the land 
beyond Jordan from the land of Canaan; nor can it he 
denied, that in strictness they were different; yet after 
two tribes and a halfofthc twelve tribcscame to inherit 
It, It might, in n general way altogether, he well included 
under the land of Canaan, or Palestine, or Judea; of 
w hich we have a clear example here before us in Jose¬ 
phus, whose words evidently imply, that taking the 
whole land of Canaan, or that inhabited by all the twelve 
tribes together, and parting it into seven parts, the part 
beyond Jordan was In quantity of ground onc-scventh 

} >art of the whole. And this well enough agrees to Re- 
und’a own map of thnt country, although this Jnnd 
beyond Jordan was so peculiarly fruitful and good for 
pasturage, as the two tribes and n half took notice, 
Numb, xxxil. 1, 4,10, that it maintained about a fifth 
^art ofthc whole people. 

^ I It plainly appears by the history of these spies, and 


first, before they were at all discovered, they 
took a full view of the city of Jericho without 
disturbance, and saw which parts of the walls 
were strong, and which parts were otherwise, 
and indeed insecure, and which of the gates 
were so weak as might afford an entrance to 
their army. Now those that met them took no 
nolice of them when they saw them, and suppo¬ 
sed they were only strangers, who used to be 
very curious in observing every thing in the city, 
and did not take them for enemies; but at even 
they retired to a certain inn that was near to the 
wall, whither they went to eat their supper: 
which supper when they had done, and were 
considering how to gel away, information was 
given to the king as he was at supper, that 
there were some persons come from the He¬ 
brews’ camp, to view the city as spies, and that 
they were in the inn kept by Rahab, and were 
very solicitous that they might not be discover¬ 
ed; so he sent immediately some to them, and 
commanded to catch them, and bring them to 
him, that he might examine them by torture, 
and learn what their business was there. As 
soon as Rahab understood that these messengers 
were coming, she hid the spies under the stalks 
of flax which were laid to dry on the top of her 
house, and said to the messengers that were sent 
by the king, that certain unknown strangers had 
supped with her a little before snusettingr, and 
were gone away, who might easily be taken if 
they were any terror to tne city, or likely to 
bring any danger to the king: so these messen¬ 
gers being thus deluded by the woman,f and sus- 

thc innkeeper Rahab’s deception ofthc king of Jericho’s 
messengers, hv telling them what was false,in order to 
save the lives ofthc spies, and yet the great commenda¬ 
tion of her faith and good works in the New Testament, 
Hell. xi. 31; James ii. 25, as well ns by many other pa¬ 
rallel examples both In the Old Testament and in Jose¬ 
phus, that the best men did not then scruple to deceive 
those public enemies, who might justly be destroyed; 
ns also might deceive ill men in order to save life, and 
deliver themselves from the tyranny of their unjust 
oppressors, and this by telling direct falsehoods; I mean 
all this where no oath waa demanded of them, other¬ 
wise they never durst venture on such a procedure. 
Nor was Josephus himself of any other opinion or prac¬ 
tice, ns 1 shall remnrk in the note on Antiq. b. ix. chap, 
iv. sort. 3, and observe, that I still call this woman Ra¬ 
hab, an innkeeper, not a harlot, the whole of this histo¬ 
ry both in our copies, nnd cspocnlly in Josephus, Im¬ 
plying no more. It was indeed so frequent a thing, 
that women who were innkeepers were also harlots, or 
maintniners of hnrlois.thnt the word commonly used for 
real harlots was usually given them. See Dr Bernard’s 
note here, and Judges xi. 1, and Anti. b. v. ch vii. sect. 8 
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pecting no imposition, went their ways without 
so much as searching the inn, but they immedi¬ 
ately pursued them along those roads which they 
most probably supposed them to have gone, and 
particularly those which led to the river, but 
could hear no tidings of them; so they left otF the 
pains of any farther pursuit. But when the tu¬ 
mult was over, Rahab brought the men down, 
and desired them, as soon as they should have 
obtained possession of the land of Canaan, when 
it would be in their power to make her amends 
for her preservation of them, to remember what 
danger she had undergone for their sakes; for 
that if she had been caught concealing them, she 
could not have escaped a terrible destruction, 
she and all her family with her, and so bid them 
go home: and desired them to swear to her, to 
preserve her and her family, when they should 
take the city, and destroy all its inhabitants, as 
they had decreed to do, for so far she said she 
had been assured by those divine miracles of 
which she had been informed. So these spies 
acknowledged, that they owed her thanks for 
what she had done already, and withal swore to 
requite her kindness; not only in words but in 
deeds: but they gave her this advice, that when 
she should perceive that the city was about to be 
taken, she snould put her goods, and all her fa¬ 
mily, bj' way of security, in her inn, and to hang 
out scarlet threads before her doors, [or win¬ 
dows,] that the commander of the Hebrews 
might know her house, and take care to do her 
no harm; for, said they, we will inform him of 
this matter, because of the concern thou hast had 
to preserve us: but if any one of thy family fall 
in the battle, do not thou blame us; and we be¬ 
seech that God, by whom we have sworn, not 
then to be displeased with us, as though we had 
broken our oaths. So these men, when they had 
made this agreement, went away, letting them¬ 
selves down by a rope from the wall, and escaped, 
and came and told their own people whatsoever 
they had done in their journey to this city. 
Joshua also told Eleazar, the high priest, and the 
senate, what the spies had sworn to Rahab, who 
confirmed what had been sworn. 

3. Now, while Joshua the commander was in 
fear about their passing over Jordan, for the 
river ran with a strong current, and could not 
be passed over with bridges, for there never had 
been bridges laid over it hitherto, and while he 
suspected, that if he should attempt to make a 
bridge, that the enemies would not afford him time 
to perfect it, and as for ferry-boats,they had none, 
God promised so to dispose of the river, that they 
might pass over it, and that by taking away the 
main part of its waters. So Joshua, after two 
days, caused the army and the whole multitude 
to pass over in the manner following: the priests 
went first of all, having the ark with them; then 
went the Levites, bearing the tabernacle and the 
vessels which belonged to the sacrifices; after 
which the entire multitude followed according to 
their tribes, having their children and their wives 
in the midst of them, as being afraid for them 
lest they should be borne away by the stream. 
But as soon as the priests had entered the river 
first, it appeared fordable, the depth of the water 
being restrained, and the sand appearing at the 
bottom, because the current was neither so 
strong nor so swift as to carry it away by its 
force: so they all passed over the river without 
fear, finding it to be in the very same state as 
God had foretold he would put it in: but the 
priests stood still in the midst of the river till the 
multitude should be passed over, and should get 
to the shore in safety; and when all were gone 
over, the priests came out also, and permitted 
the current to run freely, as it used to do before. 
Accordingly, the river, as soon as the Hebrews 
were come out of it, arose again presently, and 
came to its own proper magnitude as before. 
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4. So the Hebrews went on farther fifty fur¬ 
longs, and pitched their camp at the distance of 
ten furlongs from Jericho; but Joshua built an 
altar of those stones, which all the heads of the 
tribes, at the command of the prophet, had 
taken out of the deep, to be afterward a me¬ 
morial of the division of the stream of this river 
and upon it offered sacrifice to God; and in that 
place celebrated the passover, and had great 
plenty of all the things which they wanted hi¬ 
therto, for they reaped the corn of the Canaan- 
ites, which was now ripe, and took other things 
as prey, for then it was that their former food, 
which was manna, and of which they had eaten 
forty years, failed them. 

5. Now, while the Israelites did this, and the 
Canaanites did not attack them, but kept them¬ 
selves quiet within their own walls, Joshua re¬ 
solved to besiege them; so on the first day of the 
feast [of the passover] the priests carried the 
ark round about, with some part of the armed 
men to be a guard to it. These priests went for¬ 
ward, blowing with their seven trumpets, and 
exhorted the army to be of good courage, and 
went round about the city, with the senate fol¬ 
lowing them; and when the priests had only 
blown with the trumpets, for they did nothing 
more at all, they returned to the camp. Ana 
when they had done this for six days, on the 
seventh Joshua gathered together the armed 
men, and all the people together, and told them 
this good tiding, that the city should now be 
taken, since God would on that day give it them 
by the falling down of the walls, and this of their 
own accord, and without their labor. However, 
he charged them to kill every one they should 
take, and not to abstain from the slaughter of 
their enemies, either for weariness, or for pity, 
and not to fall on the spoil, and be thereby di¬ 
verted from pursuing their enemies, as they ran 
away; but to destroy all the animals, and to take 
nothing for their own peculiar advantage. He 
commanded them also to bring together all the 
silver and gold, that it might be set apart as 
first-fruits unto God out of this glorious exploit, 
as having gotten them from the city they first 
took; only that they should save Rahab and her 
kindred alive, because of the oath which the 
spies had sworn to her. 

6. When he had said this, and had set hi* 
army in order, he brought it against the city; so 
they went round the city again, the ark going 
before them, and the priests encouraging the 
people to be zealous in tne work; and when they 
nad gone round it seven times, and had stood still 
a little, the wall fell down, while no instruments 
of war, nor any other force, was applied to it by 
the Hebrews. 

7. So they entered into Jericho, and slew all 
the men that were therein, while they were af¬ 
frighted at the surprising overthrow of the walls, 
and their courage was become useless, and they 
were not able to defend themselves; so they 
were slain, and their throats cut, some in the 
ways, and others as caught in their houses; 
nothing afforded them assistance, but they all 
perished, even to the women and the children, 
and the city was filled with dead bodies, and not 
one person escaped. They also burnt the whole 
city and the country about it; but they saved 
alive Rahab and her family, who had fled to 
her inn. And when she was brought to him, 
Joshua owned to her that they owed her thanks 
for her preservation of tiie spies. So he said he 
would not appear to be behind her in his bene¬ 
faction to her; whereupon he gave her certain 
lands immediately, and had ber in great esteem 
ever afterward. 

8. And if any part of the city escaped the fire, 
he overthrew it from the foundation; and he 
denounced a curse against its inhabitants, if any 
one should desire to rebuild it, how, upon his 
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laying the foundation of the walla, be should be 
deprived of his eldest son, and upon finishing it, 
he should lose his youngest son. But what hap* 
pened hereupon we shall speak of hereafter.fr 

9. Now there was an immense quantity of sil¬ 
ver and gold, and besides those, of brass also, 
that was heaped together out of the city when it 
was taken, no one transgressing the decree, nor 
purloining for their own peculiar advantage; 
which spoils Joshua delivered to the priests, to 
be laid up among their treasures. And thus did 
Jericho perish. 

10. But there was one ‘ Achar,’f the son [of 
Charmi, the son] of Zebedias, of the tribe of 
Judah, who, finding a royal garment woven en¬ 
tirely of gold, and a piece of gold that weighed 
two hundred shekels,} and thinking it a very 
hard case, that what spoils he, by running some 
hazard, had found, he must give away, and offer 
it to God, who stood in no need of it, while he 
that wanted it must go without it, made a deep 
ditch in his own tent, and laid them up therein, as 
supposing he should not only he concealed from 
his fellow-soldiers, but from God himself also. 

11. Now, the place where Joshua pitched his 
camp was called ‘Gilgal,’ which denotes ' liber¬ 
ty;’} for since now they had passed over Jordan, 
they looked upon themselves as freed from the 
miseries which they had undergone from the 
Egyptians, and in the wilderness. 

12. Now, a few days after the calamity that 
befell Jericho, Joshua sent three thousand armed 
men to take Ai, a city situate above Jericho; 
but upon the fight of the people of Ai with them 
they were driven back, and lost thirty-six of 
their men. When this was told the Israelites, it 
made them very sad, and exceedingly disconso¬ 
late, not so much because of the relation the 
men that were destroyed bare to them, though 
those that were destroyed were all good men, 
and deserved their esteem, as by the despair it 
occasioned; for while they believed that thev 
were already, in effect, in possession of the land, 
and should bring back the army out of the bat¬ 
tles without loss, as God had promised before¬ 
hand, they now saw unexpectedly their enemies 
bold with success; so they put sackcloth over 
their garments, and continued in tears and lamen¬ 
tation all the day, without the least inquiry after 
food, but laid what had happened greatly to heart. 

13. When Joshua saw the army so much af¬ 
flicted, and possessed with forebodings of evil as 
to their whole expedition, he used freedom with 
God, and said, “ We are not come thus far out 
of any rashness of our own, as though we thought 
ourselves able to subdue this land with our own 
weapons, but at the instigation of Moses thy ser¬ 
vant for this purpose, because thou hast promis¬ 
ed us by many signs, that thou wouldst give us 
this land for a possession, and that thou wouldst 
make our army always superior in war to our 
enemies, and accordingly some success has al¬ 
ways attended upon us, agreeably to thy promis¬ 
es; but because we have now unexpectedly 
been foiled, and have lost some men out of our 

♦Upon occasion of this devotion of Jericho to de¬ 
struction, and the exemplary punishment of Achar, 
who broke that ‘cfierem’or - anathema,’ and of the 
punishment of the future breaker of it, Kiel, 1 Kings 
xvi. 34, as also of the punishment of Paul, for breaking 
the like cherem, or anathema, against the Amalekitos, 
1 Sam. xv. we msy observe what was the true meaning 
of that law. Lev. xxvii. 28. “None devoted, which 
shall he devoted of men. shall he redeemed; hut shall 
surely be put to death,*’ i. e. whenever any of the Jews’ 
public enemies had been for their wickedness, solemnly 
devoted to destruction, according to I he divine com¬ 
mand, as were generally the seven wicked nations of 
Cannnn, and those sinners the Amnlekites. J Sam. xv. 
18, it wns utterly unlawful to permit those enemies to 
be redeemed, but they wero to be all utterly destroyed. 
See also Numb, xxi 2,3. 

f That the name of this thief was not Achan, as in 
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army, we are grieved nt it, as fearing what thoa 
hast promised us, and what Moses foretold" us, 
cannot be depended on bv us; and our future 
expectation troubles us the more, because we 
have met with such a disaster in this our first at¬ 
tempt. But do thou, O Lord, free us from these 
suspicions, for thou art able to find a cure for 
these disorders, by giving us victory, which will 
both take away the grief we are in at present, 
and prevent our distrust as to what is to come.” 

14. These intercessions Joshua put up to God, 
as he lay prostrate on his face: whereupon God 
answered him, “That he should rise up and pu¬ 
rify his host from the pollution which was got 
into it: that things consecrated to me have been 
impudently stolen from me: and that this has 
been the occasion why this defeat has happened 
to them; and that when they should search out 
and punish the offender, he would ever take care 
they should have the victory over their enemies.” 
This Joshua told the people; and calling for Elea- 
zar the high priest, and the men in authority, he 
cast lots, tribe by tribe, and when the lot showed 
that this wicked action was done by one of the 
tribe of Judah, he then again proposed the lot to 
the several families thereto belonging, so the 
truth of this wicked action was found to belong 
to the family of Zachar; and when the inquiry 
was made man by man, they took Achar, who 
upon God’s reducing him to a terrible extremity, 
could not deny the fact; so he confessed the theft, 
and produced what he had taken in the midst of 
them, whereupon he was immediately put to 
death; and attained no more than to be buried 
in the night in a disgraceful manner, and such as 
was suitable to a condemned malefactor. 

15. When Joshua had thus purified the host, 
he led them against Ai; and having by night laid 
an ambush round about the city, he attacked the 
enemies as soon as it was day; but a9 they ad¬ 
vanced boldly against the Israelites, because of 
their former victory, he made them believe he 
retired, and by that means drew them a great 
way from the city, they still supposing that they 
were pursuing their enemies, and despised them 
as though the case had been the same with that 
in the former battle; after which Joshua ordered 
his forces to turn ahout, and placed them against 
their front: he then made the signals agreed 
upon to those that lay in ambush, and so excited 
them to fight; so they ran suddenly into the city, 
the inhabitants being upon the walls, nay, other* 
of them being in perplexity, and coming to 6ee 
those that were without the °jates. Accordingly, 
these men took the city, and slew all that tney 
met with, but Joshua forced those that came 
against him, to come to a close fight, and dis¬ 
comfited them, and made them run away; and 
when they were driven towards the city, and 
thought it had not been touched, as soon as they 
saw it was taken, and perceived it was burnt, 
with their wives and children, they wandered 
about the fields in a scattered condition, and were 
noway able to defend themselves, because they 
had none to support them. Now when this ca- 

tlie common ropies, but Achar, as here in Josephus, and 
in the Apostolical Conslitut. B. vii. ch, ii. and elsewhere, 
is evident hv the allusion to that name in the curse of 
Joshua, “ Why hast thou troubled us? The Lord shall 
trouble thee:” where the Hebrew words allude only to 
the name Achar, but not Achan. Accordingly this val¬ 
ley of Achar, or Achor, was. and is a known place, a 
little north of nilgai, so called from the days of Joshua 
till this day. See Josh. vil. 26; Isa. Ixv. JO; llos. ii. 15; 
and Dr. Bernard’s notes here. 

J Here Dr. Bernard very justly observes, that a few 
words are dropped out of Josephus’R copies, on account 
of the repetition of the word shekels , and that it ought 
to be read thus: “A piece of gold that weighed 50 shek¬ 
els, nnd one of silver that weighed 200 shekels,” as in 
our olher copies, Joshua vii. 21. 

$ 1 agree here with Dr. Bcrnard.and approve of Jose¬ 
phus’s interpretation of Gilgal for liberty. See Josh, v 9 




BOOK V.—CHAP. I. 


lamity was come upon the men of Ai, there were j 
a great number of children, and women, and 
servants, and an immense quantity of furni¬ 
ture. The Hebrews also took herds of cattle, 
and a great deal of money, for this was a rich 
country. So when Joshua came to Gilgal, he 
divided all these spoils among the soldiers. 

16. But the Gioeouites, who inhabited very 
near to Jerusalem, when they saw w hat miseries 
had happened to the inhabitants of Jericho, and 
to those of Ai, and suspected that the like sore 
calamity would come as far as themselves, they 
did not think fit to ask for mercy of Joshua, for 
they supposed they should find little mercy from 
him, who made war, that he might entirely de¬ 
stroy the nation of the Canaanites, but they 
invited the people of Cephirah and Kiriathje- 
riin, who were their neighbors, to join in league 
with them; and told them, that neither could 
they themselves avoid the danger they were all 
in, if the Israelites should prevent them, and 
seize upon them; so when they had persuaded 
them, they resolved to endeavor to escape the 
forces of the Israelites. Accordingly, upon their 
agreement to what they proposed, they sent am¬ 
bassadors to Joshua, to make a league of friend¬ 
ship with him, and those such of the citizens as 
were best approved of, and most capable of doing 
what was most advantageous to the multitude. 
Now these ambassadors thought it dangerous to 
confess themselves to be Canaanites, but thought 
they might, by this contrivance, avoid the dan¬ 
ger, namely, by saying that they bare no relation 
to the Canaanites at all, but dwelt at a very great 
distance from them: and they said farther, that 
they came a long way on account of the reputa¬ 
tion he had gained for his virtue; and as a mark 
of the truth of w'hat they said, they showed him 
the habit they were in; for that their clothes 
were new when they came out, but were greatly 
worn by the length of lime they had been in 
their journey, for indeed they took torn gar¬ 
ments on purpose that they might make nim 
believe so. So they stood in the midst of thepeo- 
ple, and said that they were sent by the people of 
Gibeon, and of the circumjacent cities, which 
were very remote from the land w here they now 
were, to make such a league of friendship with 
them, and this on such conditions as w’ere cus¬ 
tomary among their forefathers; for when they 
understood, that, by the favor of God, and his 
gift to them, they were to have the possession 
of the land of Canaan bestowed upon them, they 
said, that they were very glad to hear it, and 
desired to be admitted into the number of their 
citizens. Thus did these ambassadors speak; 
and, showing them the marks of their long 
journey, they entreated the Hebrews to make a 
league of friendship with them. Accordingly, 
Joshua believing what they said, and that they 
were not of the nation of the Canaanites, enter¬ 
ed into friendship with them; and Eleazar the 
high priest, w'ith the senate, sware to them, that 
they w r ould esteem them their friends and asso¬ 
ciates, and would attempt nothing that should 
be unfair against them, the multitude also assent¬ 
ing to the oaths that were made to them. So 
these men, having obtained what they desired, 
by deceiving the Israelites, went home: but 
when Joshua led his army to the country at the 

* Whether this lengthening of the day, by the standing 
etill of the sun and moon were physical, and real, by the 
miraculous stoppage of the diurnal motion of the earth 
for about half a revolution, or whether only apparent, 
by nerial phosphori imitating the sun and moon as sta¬ 
tionary so long, while clouds and the night liid the real 
ones, and this parhelion, or mock sun, affording suffi¬ 
cient light for Joshaa’s pursuit and complete victory, 
(which aerial pkosphori\n other shapes have been more 
than ordinarily common of late years,) cannot now’ he 
determined; philosophers and astronomers will natural¬ 
ly incline to this latter hypothesis. In the mean time, 
the fact itself was mentioned in the book of Jasbcr, now 
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bottom of the mountain of this part of Canaan 
he understood that the Gibeonites dwelt not far 
from Jerusalem, and that they were of the stock 
of the Canaanites, so he sent for their governors, 
and reproached them with the cheat they had 
ut upon him; but they alleged on their own 
ehalf, that they had no other way to save them¬ 
selves but that, and tvere therefore forced to 
have recourse to it. So he called for Eleazar 
the high priest, and for the senate, who thought 
right to make them public servants, that they 
might not break the oath they had made to them; 
and they ordained them to be so. And this was 
the method by which these men found safety 
and security under the calamity that was ready 
to overtake them. 

17. But the king of Jerusalem took it to heart 
that the Gibeonites had gone over to Joshua; so 
he called upon the kings of the neighboring na¬ 
tions to join together and to make war against 
them. Now, when the Gibeonites saw these 
kings, which were four besides the king of Jeru¬ 
salem, and perceived that they had pitched their 
camp at a certain fountain not far from their city, 
and were getting ready for the siege of it, they 
called upon Joshua to assist them; for such was 
their case, as to expect to be destroyed by these 
Canaanites, but to suppose they snoula be sa¬ 
ved by those that came for the destruction of the 
Canaanites, because of the league of friendship 
that was between them. Accordingly, Joshua 
made haste with his whole army to assist them 
and marching day and night, in the morning he 
fell upon the enemies as they were going up to 
the siege, and when he had discomfited them, he 
followed them, and pursued them down the de¬ 
scent of the hills. This place is called ‘Beth- 
horon;’ where he also unaerstood that God as¬ 
sisted him, which he declared by thunder and 
thunderbolts, as also by the falling of hail larger 
than usual. Moreover, it happened that the day 
was lengthened,* that the night might not come 
on too soon, and be an obstruction to the zeal of 
the Hebrews in pursuing their enemies, inso¬ 
much, that Joshua took the kings, who were hid¬ 
den in a certain cave at Makkedah, and put them 
to dead). Now that the day was lengthened at 
this './me, and was longer than ordinary, is ex¬ 
pressed in the books laid up in the temple.f 

18. Those kings which made w r ar with, and 
were ready to fight the Gibeonites, being thus 
overthrown, Joshua returned again to the moun¬ 
tainous parts of Canaan; and when he had made 
a great slaughter of the people there, and took 
their prey, he came to the camp at Gilgal. And 
now there w r ent a great fame abroad among the 
neighboring people, of the courage of the He¬ 
brew's, and those that heard what a number of 
people were destroyed, were greatly affrighted 
at it; so the kings that lived about mount Liba- 
nus, who were Canaanites, and those Canaanites 
that dw T elt in the plain country, with auxiliaries 
out of the land of the Philistines, pitched their 
camp at Beroth. a city of the Upper Galilee, not 
far from Kadesh, which is itself also a place in 
Galilee. Now the number of the whole army 
was three hundred thousand armed footmen, and 
ten thousand horsemen, and twenty thousand 
chariots, so that the multitude of the enemies 
affrighted both Joshua himself and the Israel- 

lost, Josh. x. 13: and is confirmed by Isaiah, xxviii. 21 
by llabnkkuk, iii. 11, and by the son of Sirnch. Ecelcs 
xlvi. 4; in the Wisdom of Solomon, it is also said of tho 
luminaries, with relation, no doubt, to this and the like 
miraculous standing still, and going back, in the days of 
Joshua and IJczekiah, “ They have not wandered from 
the day thal he created them; they have not forsaken 
iheir way from ancient generations, unless it were 
when God enjoined them [so to do] by tho command 
of his servants.” See Aulhcnt. Rec. part i. p. 154. 

t Of the books laid up in the temple, see the note on 
Antiq. B, iii. ch. I. sect. 7. 
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ites; and they, instead of being’ full of hopes of J 
pood success, were superstiliously timorous, with 1 
the great terror with which they were stricken. 
Whereupon God upbraided them with the fear 
they were in; and asked them, Whether they 
desired a greater help than he could afford them l 
and promised them that they should overcome 
their enemies; and withal charged them to make 
their enemies’ horses useless, and to burn their 
chariots. So Joshua became full of courage 
upon these promises of God, and went out sud- 
denlv against the enemies, and after five days’ 
inarch he came upon them, and joined battle 
with them, and there was a terrible fight, and 
such a number tvere slain as could not be believ¬ 
ed by those that heard it. He also went on in 
the pursuit a great way, and destroyed the en¬ 
tire army of the enemies, few only excepted, 
and all the king3 fell in the battle; insomuch 
that when they wanted men to be killed, Joshua 
slew their horses and burnt their chariots, and 
passed all over their country without opposition, 
no one daring to meet him in battle; but he still 
went on, taking their cities by siege, and again 
killing whatever he took. 

19. The fifth year was now past, and there was 
not one of the Canaanites remained any longer, 
excepting some that had retired to places of great 
strength. So Joshua removed his camp to the 
mountainous country, and placed the tabernacle 
in the city of Shiloh, for that seemed a fit place for 
it, because of the beauty of its situation, until 
such time as their affairs would permit them to 
build a temple; and from thence ne wenttoShe- 
chem, togetherwith all the people, and raised an 
altar where Moses had beforehand directed; then 
did he divide the army, and placed one half on 
mount Gerizzim, and the otner half on mount 
Ebal,* on which mountain the altar was; he also 
placed there the tribe of Levi, and the priests. 
And when they had sacrificed and denounced the 
[blessings and the] curses, and had left them en¬ 
graven upon the altar, they returned to Shiloh. 

20. And now Joshua was old, and saw that the 
cities of the Canaanites were not easily to be ta¬ 
ken, not only because they were situate in such 
strong places, but because of the strength of the 
walls themselves, which being built round about 
the natural strength of the places on which the 
cities stood, seemed capable of repelling their 
enemies from besieging them, and of making 
those enemies despair oi taking them; for when 
the Canaanites had learned, that the Israelites 
came out of Egypt in order to destroy them, 
they were busy all that time in making their 
cities strong; so he gathered the people together 
to a congregation at Shiloh; and when they, with 
great zeal and haste, were come thither, he ob¬ 
served to them, what prosperous success they had 
already had, and what glorious things had been 
done, and those such as were worthy of that God 
who enabled them to do those things, and worthy 
of the virtue of those laws which they followed. 
He took notice also, that thirty-one of those kings 
lhat ventured to give them battle were overcome, 
and every army, now great soever it were, that 
confided in their own power, and fought with 
them, was utterly destroyed, so that not so much 
as any of their posterity remained. And as for 
the cities, since some of them were taken, but 
the others must be taken in length of time, by 
long sieges, both on account of the strength of 
their walls, and of the confidence the inhabitants 
had in them thereby, lie thought it reasonable 
that those tribes that came along with them from 
beyond Jordan, and had partaken of the dangers 
they had undergone, being their own kindred, 
should now be dismissed and sent home, and 
should have thanks for the pains they had taken 

• Of the situation of tlila altar, ace Essay on the Old 
Testament, p. 170, ]? 1. 


together with them. As also, he thought it rea¬ 
sonable that they should send one man out of 
every tribe, and he such as had the testimony of 
extraordinary virtue, who should measure the 
land faithfully, and without any fallacy or deceit 
should inform them of its real magnitude. 

21. Now Joshua, when he had thus spoken to 
them, found that the multitude approved of his 
proposal. So he sent men to measure their 
country, and sent with them some geometricians, 
who could not easily fail of knowing the truth, 
on account of their skill in that art. He also 
gave them a charge to estimate the measure of 
that part of the land lhat was most fruitful, and 
what was not so good; for such is the nature of 
the land of Canaan, that one may see large 
plains, and such as are exceeding fit to produce 
fruit, which yet, if they were compared to other 
parts of tlie country, might be reckoned exceed¬ 
ingly fruitful, yet if they be compared with the 
fields about Jericho, and to those that belong to 
Jerusalem, will appear to be of no account at all. 
And although it so falls out, that these people 
have but a very little of this sort of land, and 
that it is for the main, mountainous also, yet does 
it not come behind other parts, on account of its 
exceeding goodness and beauty: for which rea¬ 
son Joshua thought the land for the tribes should 
be divided by estimation of its goodness, rather 
than the largeness of its measure, it often happen¬ 
ing that one acre of some sorts of land was equi¬ 
valent to a thousand other acres. Now the men 
that were sent, which were in number ten, tra¬ 
velled all about, and made an estimation of the 
land, and in the seventh month came to him to 
the city of Shiloh, where they had set up the ta¬ 
bernacle. 

22. So Joshua took both Eleazar, and the se¬ 
nate, and with them the heads of the tribes, and 
distributed the land to the nine tribes, and to the 
half tribe of Manasseh, appointing the dimen¬ 
sions to be according to the largeness of each 
tribe. So when he had cast lots, Judah had as¬ 
signed him by lot the upper part of Judea, reach 
ing as far as Jerusalem, and its breadth extend¬ 
ing to the lake of Sodom. Now in the lot of this 
tribe there were the cities of Ascalon and Gaza. 
The lot of Simeon, which was the second, inclu¬ 
ded that part of Idumea which bordered upon 
Egypt and Arabia. As to the Benjaiuites, their 
lot fell so, that its length reached from the river 
Jordan to the sea, but in breadth it was bounded 
by Jerusalem and Bethel; and tins lot was the 
narrowest of all, by reason of the goodness of 
the land, for it included Jericho, and the city of 
Jerusalem. The tribe of Ephraim had by lot 
the land that extended in length from the river 
Jordan to Gezer, but in breadth as far as from 
Bethel till it ended at the great plain. The half 
tribe of Manasseh had the land from Jordan to 
the citv Dora, but its breadth was at Bethshan, 
which is now called Scythopolis. And after these 
was lssnchar, which had its limits in length, 
mount Carinel and the river, but its limit in 
breadth was mount Tabor. The tribe of Zebu- 
Ion’s lot included the land which lay as far as the 
lake of Gennesareth, and that which belonged to 
Carmel and the sea. The tribe of Aserhad that 
part which was called The Valley, for such it 
was, and all that part which lay over against Si- 
don. The city Arce belonged to their share, 
which is also named Actipus. The Naplitalites 
received the eastern parts, as far ns the city of 
Damascus nnd the Upper Galilee, unto mount Li- 
banus, and the fountains of Jordan which rise out 
of that mountain; that is, out of that part of it 
whose limits belong to the neighboring city 
Arce. The Daniles’ lot included all that part of 
the valley which respects the sunsetting, and 
was bounded by Azotus and Dora; as also they 
had all Jainnia and Gath, from Ekron to that 
mountain where the tribe of Judah begins. 
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23. After this manner did Joshua divide the six 
nations that bear the names of the sons of Ca¬ 
naan, with their land, to be possessed by the nine 
tribes and a half; for Moses had prevented him, 
and had already distributed the land of the Amor- 
ites, which itself was so called also from one of 
the sons of Canaan, to the two tribes and a half, 
as we have showed already; but the parts about 
Sidon, as also those that belonged to the Arkites 
and the Amathites, and the Aradians, were not 
yet regularly disposed of. 

24. But now was Joshua hindered by his age 
from executing what he intended to do, (as did 
those that succeeded him in the government, 
take little care of what was for the advantage of 
the public,) so he gave it in charge to every tribe, 
to leave no remainder of the race of the Canaan- 
ites in the land that had been divided to them by 
lot; that Moses had assured them beforehand, 
that they might rest fully satisfied about it, that 
their own security and their observation of tbeir 
own laws depended wholly upon it. Moreover, 
he enjoined them to give thirty-eight cities to the 
Levites, for they had already received ten in the 
country of the Amorites, and three of these he 
assigned to those that fled from the manslayers, 
who were to inhabit there; for he was very so¬ 
licitous that nothing should be neglected which 
Moses had ordained. These cities were, of the 
tribe of Judah, Hebron; and of that of Ephraim, 
Shechem; and of Naphtali, Kadesh, which is a 
place of the Upper Galilee. He also distributed 
among them the rest of the prey not yet distri¬ 
buted, which was very great, whereby they had 
an affluence of great riches, both all in general, 
and every one in particular; and this of gold and 
of vestments, and of other furniture, besides a 
multitude of cattle, whose number could not be 
told. 

25. After this was over, he gathered the army 
together to a congregation; and spake thus to 
those tribes that had their settlement in the land 
of the Amorites beyond Jordan: for 50,000 of 
them had armed themselves, and had gone to the 
war along with them: “Since that God, who is 
the father and Lord of the Hebrew nation, has 
now given us this land for a possession, and pro¬ 
mised to preserve us in the enjoyment of it as 
our own for ever; and since you have with alacri¬ 
ty offered yourselves to assist us when we want¬ 
ed that assistance, on all occasions according to 
his command; it is but just, now all our difficul¬ 
ties are over, that you should be permitted to en¬ 
joy rest, and that we should trespass on your ala¬ 
crity to help us no longer, that so if we should 
again stand in need of it, we may readily have it 
on any future emergency, and not tire you out so 
much now as may make you slower in assisting 
us another time. We therefore return you our 
thanks, for the dangers you have undergone with 
us; and we do it not at this time only, but we 
shall always be thus disposed, and be so good as 
to remember our friends, and to preserve in mind 
what advantages we have had from them, and 
how you have put ofl* the enjoyment of your own 
happiness for our sakes, and have labored for 
what we have now, by the good-will of God, ob¬ 
tained, and resolved not to enjoy your own pros¬ 
perity till you had afforded us that assistance. 
However, you have, by joining your labor with 
ours, gotten great plenty of riches, and will car¬ 
ry home with you much prey, with gold and sil¬ 
ver, and what is more than all these, our good¬ 
will towards you, and a mind willingly disposed 
to make a requital of your kindness to us, in what 
case soever you shall desire it, for you have not 
omitted any thing which Moses beforehand re¬ 
quired of you, nor have you despised him be¬ 
cause he was dead and gone from you, so that 
there is nothing to diminish that gratitude which 
we owe to you. We therefore dismiss you joy¬ 
fully to your own inheritances; and we entreat 


you to suppose, that there is no limit to be set to 
the intimate relation that is between us; and that 
you will not imagine, that because this river is 
interposed between us, that you are of a differ¬ 
ent race from us, and not Hebrews, for we are all 
the posterity of Abraham, both we that inhabit 
here, and you that inhabit there; and it is the 
same God that brought our forefathers and yours 
into the world, whose worship and form of go¬ 
vernment we are to take care of, which he had 
ordained, and are most carefully to observe; be¬ 
cause while you continue in those laws, God will 
also show himself merciful and assisting to you; 
but if you imitate the other nations, and forsake 
those laws, he will reject your nation.” When 
Joshua had spoken thus, and saluted them all, 
both those in authority one by one, and the whole 
multitude in common, he himself stayed where 
he was, but the people conducted those tribes on 
their journey, and that not without tears in their 
eyes: and indeed they hardly knew how to part 
one from the other. 

26. Now when the tribe of Reubel, and that of 
Gad, and as many of the Manassites as followed 
them, were passed over the river, they built an 
altar on the banks of Jordan, as a monument to 
posterity, and a sign of their relation to those 
that should inhabit on the other side: but when 
those on the other side heard that those who bad 
been dismissed had built an altar, but did not 
hear with what intention they built it, but sup¬ 
posed it to be by way of innovation, and for the 
introduction of strange gods, they did not incline 
to disbelieve it, but thinking this defamatory re¬ 
port, as if it were built for divine worship, was 
creditable, they appeared in arms, as tnough 
they would avenge themselves on those that 
built the altar, and they were about to pass over 
the river, and to punish' them for their subversion 
of the laws of their country, for they did not think 
it fit to regard them on account of their kindred 
or the dignity of those that had given the occa¬ 
sion, but to regard the will of God, and the man¬ 
ner wherein he desired to be worshipped: so 
these men put themselves in array for war: but 
Joshua, and Eleazar the high priest, and the se¬ 
nate, restrained them; and persuaded them first 
to make trial by words of their intention, and af¬ 
terward, if they found that their intention was 
evil, then only to proceed to make war upon 
them. Accordingly they sent as ambassadors to 
them Pbineas, the son of Eleazar, and ten more 
persons that were in esteem among the He¬ 
brews, to learn of them what was in their mind, 
when, upon passing over the river, they had 
built an altar upon its banks. But as soon as 
these ambassadors were passed over, and were 
come to them, and a congregation was assem¬ 
bled, Phineas stood up ancl said, “That the of¬ 
fence they had been guilty of was of too heinous a 
nature to be punished by words alone, or by them 
only to be amended for the future; yet that they 
did not so look at the heinousness of their trans¬ 
gression as to have recourse to arms, and to a bat¬ 
tle for their punishment immediately, but that, 
on account of their kindred and the probability 
there was that they might be reclaimed, they 
took this method of sending an ambassage to 
them, that when we have learned the true rea¬ 
sons by which you have been moved to build this 
altar, we may neither seem to have been too 
harsh in assaulting you by our weapons of war, 
if it prove that yon* made the altar for justifiable 
reasons, and may then justly punish you if the 
accusation prove true: for we can hardly sup¬ 
pose that you who have been acquainted with the 
will of God, and have been hearers of those laws 
which he himself hath given us, now you are se¬ 
parated from us, and gone to that patrimony of 
yours, which you, through the grace of God, and 
that providence he exercises over you, have ob¬ 
tained by lot, can forget him, and can leave that 
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ark, and that altar which is peculiar to us, and 
can introduce strange gods, and imitate the 
wicked practices of the Canaanites. Now this 
will appear to have been a small crime, if you re¬ 
pent now, and proceed no farther in jour mad¬ 
ness, but pay a due reverence to, and keep in 
mind the laws of your country; but if you persist 
in your sins, we will not grudge our pains to pre¬ 
serve our laws, but we will pass over Jordan and 
defend them, and defend God also, and shall es¬ 
teem of you as of men noway differing from the 
Canaanites, but shall destroy you in the like 
manner as we destroyed them; for do not you 
imagine, that because you are got over the river, 
that you are got out of the reach of God’s power; 
vou are every where in places that belong to 
him, and impossible it is to overrun his power, 
and the punishment he will bring on men thereby; 
but if you think that your settlement here will be 
any obstruction to your conversion to what is 

f 'ood, nothing need hinder us from dividing the 
and anew, and leaving this old land to be for the 
feeding of sheep; but you will do well to return 
to your duty, and to leave off these new crimes: 
and we beseech you, by your children and 
wives, not to force us to punish you. Take, 
therefore, such measures in this assembly, as 
supposing that your own safety, and the safety 
of tnose that are dearest to you, is therein con¬ 
cerned, and believe that it is better for you to be 
conquered by words, than to continue in your 
purpose, and to experience deeds and war 
therefor.” 

27. When Pliineas had discoursed thus, the 
governors of the assembly and the whole multi¬ 
tude began to make an apology for themselves, 
concerning what they were accused of, and they 
said, “That they neither would depart from the 
relation they bare to them, nor had they built the 
altar by way of innovation; and they owned one 
and the same common God with all the He¬ 
brews, and that brazen altar which was before 
the tabernacle, on which they would offer their 
sacrifices: that as to the altar they had raised 
on account of which they were thus suspected, it 
was not built for worship, but that it might be a 
sign and a monument of our relation to you for¬ 
ever, and a necessary caution to us to act wisely, 
and to continue in the laws of our country, but 
not a handle for transgressing them, as you sus¬ 
pect; and let God be our authentic witness, that 
this was the occasion of our building this altar: 
whence we beg you will have a better opinion of 
us, and do not impute such a thing to us as would 
render any of tne posterity of Abraham well 
worthy of perdition, in case they attempt to 
briog in new rites, and such as are different from 
our usual practices.” 

23. When they nad made this answer, and 
Phineas had commended them for it, he came to 
Joshua, and explained before the people what 
answer they had received: now Joshua was glad 
that he was under no necessity of setting them in 
array, or of leading tin in to shed blood, and 
make war against men of their own kindred; 
and accordingly, he offered sacrifices of thanks¬ 
giving to God fur the same: so Joshua after that 

* Since not only Procopius anil Snidns, hut an earlier 
author, Moses t’l.oronensia, p. 22,53, anil perhaps from 
his original author, Marihn Calmn,onc ns old as Alex¬ 
ander ihe (•rent, sets down ihe famous inscripiion tit 
Tangier concerning I lie old Canaanites driven out of 
Palestine hy Joshua, take it here in that author’s own 
words: “ \Ve are those exiles that were governors ol 
tfie Canaanites, hut have been driven away hy Joshua, 
the robber, and are conic to inhabit here:” Hoc the note 
there. Nor Is it unworthy of our notice, whut Moses 
Ciiorcneusisadds, p.53, nod lids upon a diligent exami¬ 
nation, viz. that “ one of those eminent men among 
the Camomiles rnmc at the same time into Arme¬ 
nia, and founded the Ueuihunian family or tribe, 
and tl.nt this was continued by the manners of the 
same family or tribe, an being like those of the Ca¬ 
momiles.’' 


OF TIIE JEWS. 

dissolved this great assembly of the people, and 
sent them to their own inheritances, while he 
himself lived in Shecheiu. But in the twentieth 
year after this, when he was very old, he sent for 
those of the greatest dignity in the several cities, 

I with those in authority, and the senate, and as 
many of the common people as could be present: 
and when they were come, he put them in mind 
of nil the benefits God had bestowed on them, 
which could not but be a great many, since from 
a low estate they were advanced to so great a 
degree of glory' and plenty, and exhorted them to 
take notice of the intentions of God, which had 
been so gracious towards them; and told them, 
that the Deity would continue their friend by 
nothing else but their piety: and that it was 
proper for him, now he was about to depart out 
of this life, to leave such an admonition to them, 
and he desired that they would keep in memory' 
this his exhortation to them. 

29. So Joshua, when he had thus discoursed to 
them, died, having lived a hundred and ten 
years; forty of which he lived with Moses, in or¬ 
der to learn what might be for his advantage af¬ 
terward. lie also became their commander after 
his death for twenty-five years. He was a man 
that wanted not wisdom nor eloquence to declare 
his intentions to the people, but very eminent on 
both accounts. He was of great courage and 
magnanimity', in action and in dangers; and very 
sagacious in procuring the peace of the people, 
and of great virtue at all proper seasons. He 
was buried in the city of Tinmah, of the tribe of 
Ephraim. About the same time died Eleozar the. 
high priest,* leaving the high priesthood to his 
son Phineas. His monument also and sepulchre 
are in the city' of Gabbatha. 

CHAP. II. 

How after the death of Joshua their commander, 

the Israelites transgressed the Laws of their 

Country, and experienced great Jljjiictions; 

and when there was a Sedition, ihe Tribe of 

Jienjamin was destroyed , excepting only six 

hundred Men. 

§ 1. AFTER the death of Joshua and Elenzar, 
Phineas prophesied,! that according to God’s 
will, they should commit the government to the 
tribe of Judah, and that this tribe should destroy 
the race of the Canaanites: for then the people 
were concerned to learn what was the will of 
God. They also took to their assistance the 
tribe of Simeon, but upon this condition, that 
when those that had been tributary to the tribe 
of Judah should be slain, they should do the like 
for the tribe of Simeon. 

2. But the affairs of the Canaaniles were at 
this time in a nourishing condition and they ex¬ 
pected the Israelites with a great army at the 
city Bezek, having put the government into the 
hands of Adonibczek, which name denotes the 
4 lord of Bezek,’ for Adoni, in the Hebrew tongue, 
is called lord. Now they hoped to have been too 
hard for the Israelites, because Joshua was 
dead: but when the Israelites had joined battle 
with them, I mean the two tribes before men* 

f By prophesying, when spoken of a high priest, Jose¬ 
phus, loth here and frequently elsewhere, means no 
more than consulting Cod hy llrim, which tin* render is 
still to I car in mind upon nU occasions. And if 1st. John, 
who was contemporary with Josephus, and of the same 
country, made use of this style, when he says, that 
“ tVmplins. Immiij: high priest that year, prophesied that 
Jesus should die for that nation, and not for that naiion 
only, hut that also he should gather together in one the 
children of Bod that were scattered abroad," xi. 51.52, 
he may possibly mean, that this was revealed to the high 
priest hy an extraordinary voire from between the die- 
ruhiuis,wiien he had iiis breastplate, or Urim and Thum- 
mini on before or in the most holy place of the temple, 
which was no other than the oracle of Urim and Timm- 
mim. Of which above in the note on Antiq. b, iii.ch. 
viii. sect. 9. 
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tioned they fought gloriously, and slew above 
ten thousand of them, and put the rest to flight; 
and in the pursuit they took Adonibezek, who, 
when his lingers and toes were cut off by them, 
said, “Nay, indeed, I was not always to lie con¬ 
cealed from God, as I find by what I now endure, 
while I have not been ashamed to do the same to 
seventy-two kings.*” So they carried him alive 
as far as Jerusalem; and when he was dead they 
buried him in the earth, and went on still in taking 
the cities: and when they had taken the great¬ 
est part of them, they besieged Jerusalem: and 
when they had taken the lower city, which was 
not under a considerable time, they slew all the 
inhabitants; but the upper city was not to be ta¬ 
ken without great difficulty, through the strength 
of its walls, and the nature of the place. 

3. For which reason they removed their camp 
to Hebron; and when they had taken it they 
dew all the inhabitants. There were till then 
left the race of giants, who had bodies so large, 
and countenances so entirely different from other 
men, that they were surprising to the sight, and 
terrible to the hearing. The bones of these men 
are still shown to this very day, unlike to any 
credible relations of other men. Now they gave 
this city to the Levites, as an extraordinary re¬ 
ward, with the suburbs of two thousand cubits; 
but the land thereto belonging they gave as a 
free gift to Caleb, according to the injunctions 
of Moses: this Caleb was one of the spies which 
Moses sent into the land of Canaan. They also 
gave land for habitation to the posterity of Jethro 
the Midianite, who was the father-in-faw to Mo¬ 
ses, for they had left their own country and fol¬ 
lowed them, and accompanied them in the wil¬ 
derness. 

4. Now the tribes of Judah and Simeon took 
the cities which were in the mountainous part of 
Canaan, as als6 Askelon and Ashdod, of those 
that lay near the sea, but Gaza and Ekron es¬ 
caped them, for they, lying in a flat country, and 
having a great number of chariots, sorely galled 
those that attacked them: so these tribes, when 
they were grown very rich by this war, retired 
to their own cities, and laid aside their weapons 
of war. 

5. But the Benjamites, to whom belonged 
Jerusalem, permitted its inhabitants to pay tri¬ 
bute; so they all left off, the one to kill, and the 
other to expose themselves to danger, and had 
time to cultivate the ground: tile rest of the 
tribes imitated that of Benjamin, and did the 
same; and contenting themselves with the tri¬ 
butes that were paid them, permitted the Cqnaati- 
ites to live in peace. 

0. However, the tribe, of Ephraim, when they 
besieged Bethel, made no advance, nor perform¬ 
ed any thing worthy of the time they spent, and 
of the pains they took about that siege, yet did 
they persist in it, still sitting down before the 
city, though they endured great trouble thereby: 


but after some time, they caught one of the citi¬ 
zens that came to them to get necessaries, and 
they gave him some assurances that if he would 
deliver up the city to them, they would preserve 
him and his kindred: so he sware, that upon 
these terms he would put the city into tneir 
hands. Accordingly, he that thus betrayed the 
city, was preserved, with his family; and the 
Israelites slew all the inhabitants, and retained 
the city for themselves. 

7. After this, the Israelites grew effeminate as 
to fighting any more against their enemies, 
but applied themselves to the cultivation of the 
land, which producing them great plenty and 
riches, they neglected the regular disposition of 
their settlement, and indulged themselves in 
luxury and pleasures, nor were they any longer 
careful to hear the laws that belonged to their 
political government: whereupon God was pro¬ 
voked to anger, and put them in mind first, how, 
contrary to his directions, they had spared the 
Canaamtes, and after that, how these Canaan- 
ites, as opportunity served, used them very bar¬ 
barously. But the Israelites, though they were 
in heaviness at these admonitions lrom God, yet 
were they still very unwilling to go to war, and 
since they got large tributes from the Canaan- 
ites, and were indisposed for taking pains by 
their luxury, they suffered their aristocracy to 
be corrupted also, and did not ordain themselves 
a senate, nor any other such magistrates as their 
laws had formerly required, but they were very 
much given to cultivating their fields, in order 
to get wealth; which great indolence of theirs 
brought a terrible sedition upon them, and they 
proceeded so far as to fight one against another, 
from the following occasion: 

8. There was a Levite,f a man of a vulgar 
family, that belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, 
and dwelt therein; this man married a wife from 
Bethlehem, which is a place belonging to the 
tribe of Judah. Now he was very fond of his 
wife, and overcome with her beauty; but he was 
unhappy in this, that he did not meet with the 
like return of affection from her, for she was 
averse to him, which did more inflame his pas¬ 
sion for her, so that they quarrelled one with 
another perpetually; and at last the woman was 
so disgusted at these quarrels, that she left her 
husband, and went to ner parents in the fourth 
month. The husband beiug very uneasv at this 
her departure, and that out of his fondness for 
her, came to his father and mother-in-law, and 
made up their quarrels, and was reconciled to 
her, and lived with them there four days, as being 
kindly treated by her parents. On the fifth day 
he resolved to go home, and went away in the 
evening: for his wife’s parents were loath to 
part with their daughter, and delayed the time 
till the day was gone. Now they had one ser¬ 
vant that followed them, and an ass on which the 
woman rode; and when they were near Jerusa- 


* This great number of seventy-two reguli , or small 
khigSyOvur wi'oin Adonibezck had tyrannized, and 
for which lie was punis. ed according to the lex. tahonis . 
as well as the thirty-one kings of Canaan, subdued hy' 
Joshua, and named in one cliap., Josh. xii. and thirty- 
two kings, or royal auxiliaries to Benliadad king of Sy¬ 
ria* I Kings, xx. 1; Antiq. h. viii.ch xiv.sect l;intimate 
to us what was the ancient form of government a- 
inong several nations before the monarchies hegnu, viz., 
that every city or large town with its neighboring villa¬ 
ges, was a distinct government hy itself; which is the 
more remarkable, because this was certainly the form 
of ecclesiastical government that was settled hy ihe 
aposMes,and preserved throughout the Christian church 
in the first ages of Christianity. Mr. Addison is of opin¬ 
ion, that “it would certainly he for the good of mankind 
to have all ll.c mighty empires and monarchies of the 
world cantoned out into petty states and principalities, 
which, like so many large families, might lie underthe 
observation of ti.eir proper governors, so that the rareof | 
the prince might extend itself to every individual per¬ 
son under his protection; though he despairs of such a, , 


scheme being brought about, and thinks that, if it were, 
it would quickly lie destroyed.” Remarks on Italy,-Uo. 
p. ]51. Nor is it unfit to he observed here, that it e Ar¬ 
menian records, though they give us tie history of thir¬ 
ty-nine of their most ancient heroes or governors alter 
tiic fond, before the days of Sardnnapalns, had impro¬ 
per king till the fortieth Partcms. £ee Moses Chorenen- 
sis, p. .*>.». And that Almighty God docs no; approve of 
such absolute or tyrannical monarchies, anyone may 
leiirnthat toads Deut. xvii. 1-S—2D,and! .Snm.viii. 1— 
2“; although, if such kings are set upas own him for 
their supreme king, and aim to govern according to! is 
laws, he hath admitted of them, and protected them and 
their subjects in all generations. 

t Josephus’s early date oft Ms history, before tie be¬ 
ginning of the Judges, or when there was no king in Is¬ 
rael, Judges xix. 3, is strongly confirmed by tl c large 
number of Benjamites both in thedaysof \sannd Jcho- 
shaphnt, 2 Cliron. xiv.F, and xvi. 17, wl o vet were here 
reduced to Cl 0 men; nor can those numbers beat al! sup 
posed genuine, if they were reduced so late ns the end of 
the Judges, where our other coiiics place this reduction 
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4m, having gone already thirty furlongs, the 
servant advised them to take up their lodgings 
some where, lest some misfortune should befall 
them if they travelled in the night, especially 
since they were not far otV enemies, that season 
often giving reason for suspicion of dangers from 
even such as arc friends; but the husband was 
not pleased with this advice, nor was he willing 
to take up his lodgings among strangers, for the 
city belonged to the Caaaanites, out desired 
rather to go twenty furlongs farther, and so to 
take their lodging in some Israelite city. Ac¬ 
cordingly, he obtained his purpose, and came to 
Gibeah, a city of the tribe of Benjamin, w hen it 
was just dark; and while no one that lived in 
the market-place invited him to lodge with him, 
there came an old man out of the field, one that 
was indeed of the tribe of Ephraim, but resided 
in Gibeah, and met him, and asked him, who he 
was? and for w hat reason he came thither so 
late? and why he was looking out for provisions 
for supper when it was dark? To which he re¬ 
plied, that he was a Levite, and was bringing his 
wife from her parents, and was going home, but 
he told him his habitation was in the tribe of 
Ephraim: so the old man, as well because of 
their kindred, as because they lived in the same 
tribe, as also because they had thus accidentally 
met together, took him in to lodge with him. 
Now certain young men of the inhabitants of 
Gibeah, having seen the woman in the market¬ 
place, and admiring her beauty, when they un¬ 
derstood that she lodged with the old man, came 
to the doors, as contemning the weakness and 
fewness of the old man's family; and when the 
old man desired them to go away, and not to 
offer any violence or abuse there, they desired 
him to yield them up the strange woman, and 
then he should have no harm done to him: and 
when the old man alleged that the Levite was 
of his kindred, and that they would be guilty of 
horrid wickedness if they suffered themselves to 
be overcome by their pleasures, and so offend 
against their laws, they despised his righteous 
admonition, and laughed him to scorn. They 
also threatened to kill him if he became an ob¬ 
stacle to their inclinations; whereupon, when he 
found himself in great distress, and yet was not 
willing to overlook his guests, and see them 
abused, he produced his own daughter to them; 
and told them, that it was a smaller breach of 
the law to satisfy their lust upon her, than to 
abuse his guests; supposing that he himself 
should by this means prevent any injury to be 
done to those guests. When they noway abated 
of their earnestness for the strange woman, but 
insisted absolutely on their desires to # have her, 
he entreated them not to perpetrate any such act 
of injustice; but they proceeded to take her 
away by force, and indulging still more the vio¬ 
lence of their inclinations, they took the womaa 
away to their house, and when they had satisfied 
the ir lust upon her the whole night, they let her 
go about daybreak. So she came to the house 
where she had been entertained, under great af¬ 
fliction at what had happened, and was very sor¬ 
rowful upon occasion of what she had suffered, 
and durst not look her husband in the face for 
shame, for she concluded that he would never 
forgive her for what she had done, so she fell 
down and gave up the ghost; but her husband 
supposed that his wife was only fast asleep, and 
thinking nothing of a more melancholy nature 
had happened, endeavored to raise her up, re¬ 
solving to speak comfortably to her, since she 
did not voluntarily expose herself to these men’s 
lust, but was forced away to their house; but as 
soon as he perceived she was dead, he acted as 

* Josephus seems here to have made a small mistake, 
when he took the Hebrew word Beth-El, which de¬ 
notes the house of Qod, or the tabernnele, Judg. xx. 18. 
for the proper name of a place Bethel , it noway ap- 


OF THE JEWS. 

prudently as the greatness of his misfortunes 
would admit, and laid his dead wife upon the 
beast, and carried her home; and cutting her 
limb by limb into twelve pieces, he sent them to 
every tribe, and gave it in charge to those thal 
carried them, to inform the tribes of those that 
were the causes of his wife’s death, and of the 
violence they had offered to her. 

9. Upon this the people were greatly disturbed 
at what they saw, and at what they heard, as 
never having had the experience of such a 
thing before; so they gathered themselves to 
Shiloh, out of a prodigious and a just anger, and 
assembling in a great congregation belore the 
tabernacle, they nnmediatily resolved to take 
arms, and to treat the inhabitants of Gibeah a* 
enemies; but the senate restrained them from 
doing so; and persuaded them that they ought 
not so hastily to make w ar upon people of the 
same nation w ith them, before they discoursed 
with them by words concerning the accusation laid 
against them, it being part of their latv that they 
should not bring an army against foreigners 
themselves when they appear to have been in¬ 
jurious, without sending an embassage first, and 
trying thereby whether they will repent or not* 
and accordingly they exhorted them to do what 
they ought to do in obedience to their law's, that 
is, to send to the inhabitants of Gibeah, to know 
whether they would deliver up the offenders to 
them, and if they deliver them up, to rest satis¬ 
fied with the punishment of those offenders; but 
if they despised the message that was sent them, 
to punish them, by taking up arms against them. 
Accordingly, they sent to the inhabitants of Gi¬ 
beah, and accused the young men of the crimes 
committed in the affair of the Lcvite’s wife, and 
required of them those that had done what wa. 
contrary to the law, that they might be punished 
as having justly deserved to die for what they 
had done; but the inhabitants of Gibeah would 
not deliver up the young men, and thought it 
too reproachful to them, out of fear of war, to 
submit to other men’s demands upon them, 
vaunting themselves to be noway inferior to any 
in war, neither in their number, nor in courage. 
The rest of their tribe were also making great 

f reparations for war, for they were so inso- 
ently mad, as also to resolve to repel force by 
force. 

10. When it was related to the Israelites what 
the inhabitants of Gibeah had resolved upon, 
they took their oatli that no one of them would 
give his daughter in marriage to a Benjamite, 
but make war with greater fury against them, 
than we have learned our forefathers made war 
against the Canaanitcs, and sent out presently 
an army of four hundred thousand against them, 
while the Benjamites’ army was twenty-five 
thousand and six hundred; five hundred of whom 
were excellent at slinging stones with their left 
hands, insomuch that when the battle was joined 
at Gibeah, the Benjamites beat the Israelites, 
and of them there fell two thousand men; and 
probably more had been destroyed had not the 
night come on and prevented it, and broken off 
the fight; so the Benjamites returned to the city 
with joy, and the Israelites returned to their 
camp in a great fright at whnt hud happened. 
On the next day, when they fought again, tha 
Benjamites beat them, and eighteen thousand 
of the Israelites were slain, and the rest deserted 
their camp out of fear of a greater slaughter. 
So they came to Bethel,* a city that was near 
their ramp, ami fasted on the next day; and be¬ 
sought God by Phineas, the high priest, that his 
wrath against them might cease, and that he 
would be satisfied with these two defeats, and 

pcoring that the tabernnrle was ever at Bethel; only 
so far it is true, that Shiloh, the place of the taber 
naele in the days of the Judges, was not far from 
Bethel. 
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give them the victory and power over their ene¬ 
mies. Accordingly, God promised them so to do 
by the prophesying of Phineas. 

11. When therefore they had divided the ar¬ 
my into two parts, they laid the one-half of them 
in* ambush about the city of Gibeah by night, 
while the other half attacked the Benjamites, 
and retiring upon the assault, the Benjamites 
pursued them, while the Hebrews retired by 
slow degrees, as very desirous to draw them en¬ 
tirely from the city, and the others followed them 
as they retired, tfll both the old men and young 
men that were left in the city, as too weak to 
fight, came running out together with them, as 
willing to bring their enemies under. However, 
when they were a great way from the city, the 
Hehrewsran away no longer, but turned back to 
fight them, and lifted up the signal they had 
agreed on to those that lay in ambush, who rose 
up, and with a great noise fell upon the enemy. 
JNow, as soon as ever they perceived themselves 
to be deceived, they knew not what to do, and 
when they were driven into a certain hollow 
lace which was in a valley, they were shot at 
y those that encompassed them, till they were 
all destroyed, excepting six hundred, which form¬ 
ed themselves into a close body of men, and for¬ 
ced their passage through the midst of their ene¬ 
mies, and fled to the neighboring mountains, and 
seizing upon them, remained there; but the rest 
of them, being about twenty-five thousand, were 
slain. Then did the Israelites burn Gibeah, and 
slew the women, and the males that were under 
age, and did the same also to the other cities of 
the Benjamites. And indeed they were enraged 
to that degree, that they sent twelve thousand 
men out of the army, and gave them orders to 
destroy Jabesh Gilead, because it did not join 
with them in fighting against the Benjamites. 
Accordingly, those that were sent slew the men 
of war, with their children and wives, excepting 
four hundred virgins. To such a degree had 
they proceeded in their anger, because they 
not only bad the suffering of the Levite’s 
wife to avenge, but the slaughter of their own 
soldiers. 

12. However, they afterwards were sorry for the 
calamity they had brought upon the Benjamites, 
and appointed a fast on that account, although 
they supposed these men had suffered justly for 
their offence against the laws: so they recalled, 
by their ambassadors, those six hundred which 
hat! escaped. These had seated themselves on a 
certain rock called ‘ Rimmon,’ which was ill the 
wilderness; so the ambassadors lamented not only 
the disaster that had befallen the Benjamites, 
out themselves also, by this destruction of their 
kindred, and persuaded them to take it patiently, 
and to come and unite with them, and not, so far 
as in them lay, to give their suffrage to the utter 
destruction of the tribe of Benjamin; and said to 
them, “We give you leave to take the whole 
land of Benjamin to yourselves, and as much 
rey as you are able to carry away with you.” 
o these men with sorrow confessed, that*what 
had been done was according to the decree 
of God, and had happened for their own wicked¬ 
ness, and assented to those that invited them, 
and came down to their own tribe. The Israel¬ 
ites also gave them four hundred virgins of 
Jabesh Gilead for wives; but as to the remaining 
two hundred, they deliberated about it how they 
might compass wives enough for them, and that 
they might have children by them; and whereas 
they had, before the war began, taken an oath 
that no one would give his daughter to wife to a 
Beniamite, some advised them to have uo re¬ 
gard to what they had 6worn, because the oath 
had not been taken advisedly and judiciously, 
but in a passion, and thought that they should 
do nothing against God, if they were able to save 
& whole tribe which was in danger of perishing, 


and that perjury was then a sad and dangerous 
thing, not when it was done out of necessity, but 
when it is done with a wicked intention. But 
when the senate were affrighted at the very 
name of perjury, a certain person told them, that 
he could show them a way whereby they might 
rocure the Benjamites wives enough, and yet 
eep their oath. They asked him what his pro¬ 
posal was? He said, “that three times in a year 
when we meet in Shiloh, our wives and our 
daughters accompany us; let then the Benja- 
mites be allowed to steal away, and marrv 
such women as they can catch, while we wifi 
neither incite them nor forbid them; and when 
their parents take it ill, and desire us to inflict 
punishment upon them, we will tell them, that 
they were themselves the cause of what had 
happened, by neglecting to guard their daugh¬ 
ters, and that they ought not to be over angry at 
the Benjamites, since that anger was permitted 
to rise too high already.” So the Israelites were 
persuaded to follow this advice, and decreed, 
that the Benjamites should be allowed thus to 
steal themselves wives. So when the festival was 
coming on, these two hundred Benjamites lay 
in ambush before the city, by two and three to¬ 
gether, and waited for the coming of the virgins, 
in the vineyards and other places where they 
could lie concealed. Accordingly, the virgins 
came along playing, and suspected nothing of 
what was coming upon them, and walked after 
an unguarded manner, so those that lay scattered 
in the road rose up and caught hold of them: 
by this means these Benjamites got them wives, 
and fell to agriculture, and took good care to re¬ 
cover their Tormer happy state. And thus was 
this tribe of the Benjamites, after they had been 
in danger of entirely perishing, saved in the 
manner forementioned, by the wisdom of the Is 
raelites; and accordingly it presently flourished 
and soon increased to be a multitude, aud came 
to enjoy all other degrees of happiness. An I 
such was the conclusion of this war. 

CHAP. III. 

How the Israelites , after this Misfortune , grew 
wicked , and served the Assyrians , and how God 
delivered them by Othniel , who ruled oner them 
forty Years. 

{ 1. Now it happened that the tribe of Dan suf¬ 
fered in like manner with the tribe of Benjamin; 
and it came to do so on the occasion following: 
when the Israelites had already left off' the ex¬ 
ercise of their arms for war, and were intent 
upon their husbandry, the Canaanites despised 
them, and brought together an army, not because 
thev expected to suffer by them, but because 
they hatl a mind to have a sure prospect of treat¬ 
ing the Hebrews ill when they pleased, and might 
thereby, for the time to come, dwell in their own 
cities the more securely; they prepared there¬ 
fore their chariots, and gathered their soldiery 
together, their cities also combined together, and 
drew over to them Askelon and Ekron, which 
were within the tribe of Judah, and many more 
of those that lav in the plain. They also forced 
the Danites to fly into the tnouuiainous country, 
and left them not the least portion of the plain 
country to set their foot on. Since then these 
Danites were not able to fight them, and had not 
land enough to sustain them, they sent five of 
their men into the midland country to see for a 
land to which they might remove their habitation: 
so these men went as far as the neighborhood 
of mount Libanus, and the fountains of the lesser 
Jordan; at the great plain of Sidon, a day’s 
journey from the city; and when they had taken 
a view of the land, and found it to be good and 
exceeding fruitful, they acquainted their tribe 
with it, whereupon they made an expedition with 
the army, and built there the city of Dan, of the 
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same name with the son of Jacob, and of the 
same name with their own tribe. 

2. The Israelites crew so indolent and unrea¬ 
dy of taking pains, that misfortunes came heavier 
npon them, which also proceeded in part from 
their contempt of the divine worship; for when 
they had once fallen off from the regularity of 
their political government, they indulged them¬ 
selves farther in living according to their own 
pleasure, and according to their own will, till 
they were full of the evil doings that were com¬ 
mon among the Canaanites. God therefore was 
angry with them, and they lost their happy state, 
which they had obtained by Enumerable labors, 
by their luxury; for when’Chushan, king of the 
Assyrians, had made war against them, tney lost 
many of their soldiers in the battle, and when 
they were besieged, they were taken by force; 
nay, there were 9oine who, out of fear, volunta¬ 
rily submitted to him, and though the tribute laid 
upon them was more than they could bear, yet 
did they pay it, and underwent all sort of oppres¬ 
sion for eight years; after which time they were 
freed from them in the following manner: 

3. There was one whose name was Othniel, 
the son of Kenez, of the tribe of Judah, an active 
man, and of great courage. He had an admoni¬ 
tion from God not to overlook the Israelites in 
such a distress as they were now in, but to en¬ 
deavor boldly to gain them their liberty; so 
when he had procured some to assist him in this 
dangerous undertaking, (and few they were, who 
either out of shame at their present circumstan¬ 
ces, or out of a desire of changing them, could be 
prevailed on to assist him,) he first of all destroy¬ 
ed that garrison which Chushan had set over 
them; but when it was perceived that he had not 
failed in his first attempt, more of the people 
came to his assistance; so they joined battle with 
the Assyrians, and drove them entirely before 
them, and compelled them to pass over Euphra¬ 
tes. Hereupon Othniel, who had given such 
proofs of his valor, received from the multitude 
authority to judge the people; and when he had 
ruled over them forty years, he died. 

CHAP. IV. 

How our People served the Moabites eighteen 

Years , and were then delivered from Slavery 

by one Khud, who retained the Dominion eighty 

Years. 

\ 1. WHEN Othniel was dead, the affairs of 
the Israelites fell again into disorder, and while 
they neither paid to God the honor due to him, 
nor were obedient to the laws, their afflictions in¬ 
creased, till Eglon, king of the Moabites, did so 
greatly despise them, on account of the disorders 
of their political government, that he made war 
upon them, and overcame them in several battles, 
and made the most courageous to submit, and 
entirely subdued their army, and ordered them 
to pay him tribute. And when he had built him 
a royal palace at Jericho,* he omitted no method 
whereby he might distress them; and indeed he 
reduced them to poverty for eighteen years: but 
when God had once taken pity of the Israelites, 
on account of their afflictions, and was moved to 
compassion by their supplications put up to him, 
he freed them from the hard usage they had met 

* Ii appears by the sacred history, Judg. i. 1G; iii. 13, 
that Eglon’s pavilion, or palace, was at the city of pnirn- 
trees, as the place where Jericho had stood is called af¬ 
ter its destruction by Joshua, that is, at or near the de¬ 
molished city. Accordingly, Josephus says it was at Je¬ 
richo,or rather in that fine country of palm-trees, upon 
or nea*-to the same spot of ground on which Jericho 
had formerly stood, and on which It was rebuilt by 
Hie!, 1 Kings xvl. 34. Our other copies that avoid its 
proper name, Jericho, and call it the city of palm-trees 
only, speak here more accurately than Josephus. 

t These 6u years for tlic government of Ehud are 
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with under the Moabites. This liberty he pro¬ 
cured for them in the following manner: 

2. There was a young man of the tribe of Ben • 
jamin, whose name was Ehud, the son of Gera, 
a man of very great courage in bold under 
takings, and of n very strong body, fit for hard 
labor, but best skillet! in using his left hand, in 
which was his whole strength ; and he also dwelt 
at Jericho. Now this man became familiar with 
Eglon, and that by means of presents, with which 
he obtained his favor, and insinuated himself 
into his good opinion, whereby he was also be¬ 
loved of those that were about the king. Now 
when on a time lie was bringing presents to the 
king, and had two servants with him, he put a 
dagger on his right thigh secretly, and went in 
to him: it was then summer time, and the mid¬ 
dle of the day, when the guards were not strict¬ 
ly on their watch, both because of the heat, and 
because they were gone to dinner. So the young 
man, when he had offered his presents to the 
king, who then resided in a small parlour that 
stood conveniently to avoid the heat, he fell into 
discourse with him, for they were now alone, the 
king having bid his servants that attended him to 
go tneir ways, because he had a mind to talk with 
Ehud. He was now sitting on his throne; and 
fear seized upon Ehud lest he should miss his 
stroke, and not give him a deadly wound, so he 
raised himself up, and said he had a dream to 
impart to him by the command of God; upon 
which the king leaped out of his throne for joy 
of the dream; so Ehud smote him to the heart, 
and leaving his dagger in his body, he went out 
and shut the door after him. Now the king’s ser¬ 
vants w r ere very still, as supposing that the king 
had composed himself to sleep. 

3. Hereupon Ehud informed the people of Je¬ 
richo privately of what he had done, and exhort¬ 
ed them to recover their liberty; who heard him 
gladly, and went to their arms, and sent messen¬ 
gers over the country, that should sound trum¬ 
pets of rams’ horns, for it was our custom to call 
the people together hy them. Now the attend¬ 
ants of Eglon were ignorant of what misfortune 
had befallen him for a great while; but towards 
the evening, fearing some uncommon accident 
had happened, they entered into his parlour, and 
when tney found nim dead they were in great 
disorder, and knew not what to do; and before 
the guards could be got together, the multitude 
of the Israelites caine upon them, so that some 
of them were slain immediately, and some were, 
put to flight, aod rau away toward the country 
of Moab, in order to save themselves. Their 
number was above ten thousand. The Israelites 
seized upon the ford of Jordan, and pursued 
them, and slew them, and many of them they 
killed at the ford, nor did one of them escape out 
of their hands; and by this means it was that 
the Hebrews freed themselves from slavery un¬ 
der the Moabites. Ehud also was on this nccount 
dignified with the government over all the mul¬ 
titude, and died after he had held the government 
eighty ycar9.f He was a man wortny of com¬ 
mendation, even besides what he deserved for 
the forementioned act of his. Afler him Sliam- 
gnr, the son of Anath, w as elected for their go¬ 
vernor, but died in the first year of his govern¬ 
ment. 

necessary to Josephus’s usual large numbers between 
the exodus ami the building of the temple, of 592 or 612 
years, hut not to the smallest number of 480 years, 1 
kings vl. 3, which IcBscr number Josephus aeema 
sometimes to have followed. And since in the begin¬ 
ning of the next chnptcr it is said hy Josephus, that 
here wns hardly a breathing time for the Israelites be¬ 
fore Jahin came and enslaved them, it ia highly proba¬ 
ble that some of the copies in his time had hero only 8 
years instead of GO; aa hnd that of Theophiiua of An¬ 
tioch, Jid Jlutoylc, L. iii. and tilts most probably from 
his copy of Josephus. 
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CHAP. V. 

How the Canaanites brought the Israelites under 

Slavery for twenty years; after which they were 

delivered by Barak and Deborah , who ruled 

over them forty Years. 

{ 1. And now it was that the Israelites, taking 
no warning by their former misfortunes to amend 
their manners, and neither worshipping God, nor 
submitting to the laws, were brought under sla¬ 
very by Jabin, the king of the Canaanites, and 
that before they had a short breathing time after 
the slavery under the Moabites; for this Jabin 
came out of Hazor, a city that was situate over 
the lake Seraechonitis, and had in pay three hun¬ 
dred thousand footmen, and ten thousand horse¬ 
men, with no fewer than three thousand chariots. 
Sisera wa 9 the commander of all his army, and 
was the principal person in the king’s favor. 
He so sorely beat the Israelites w hen they fought 
with him, that he ordered them to pay tribute. 

2. So they continued to undergo that hardship 
for twenty years, as not good enough of them¬ 
selves to grow wise by their misfortunes. God 
w'as willing also hereby the more to subdue their 
obstinacy and ingratitude towards himself: so 
when they were at length become penitent, and 
were so wise as to learn that their calamities 
arose from their contempt of the Iaw9, they be¬ 
sought Deborah, a certain prophetess among 
them, (which name in the Hebrew tongue signi¬ 
fies a Bee,) to pray to God to take pity on them, 
and not to overlook them, now they were ruined 
by the Canaanites. So God granted them deli¬ 
verance, and chose them a general, Barak, one 
that was of the tribe of Naphtali, (now Barak, 
in the Hebrew tongue, signifies Lightning.) 

3. So Deborah sent for Barak, and bid him 
choose him out ten thousand young men, to go 
against the enemy, because God had said, that 
that number was sufficient, and promised them 
victory. But when Barak said, that he would 
not be the general unless she would also go as a 

eneral with him, she had indignation at what 

e said, and replied, “Thou, O Barak, deliverest 
up meanly that authority which God hath given 
thee, into the hand of a woman, and I do not 
reject it.” So they collected ten thousand men, 
and pitched their camp at mount Tabor, where, 
at the king’s command, Sisera met them, and 
pitched his camp not far from the enemy; w here¬ 
upon the Israelites and Barak himself were so 
affrighted at the multitude of those enemies, that 
they were resolved to march off, had not Deborah 
retained them, and commanded them to fight 
the enemy that very day, for that they should 
conquer them, and God would be their assistance. 

4. So the battle began, and when they were 
come to a close fight, there came down from 
heaven a great storm, with a vast quantity of 
rain and hail, and the wind blew the rain in the 
face of the Canaanites, and so darkened their 
eyes, that their arrows and slings were of no ad¬ 
vantage to them; nor would the coldness of the 
air permit the soldiers to make use of their 
swords, while this storm did not so much incom¬ 
mode the Israelites, because it came on their 
backs. They also took such courage, upon the 
apprehension that God was assisting them, that 
ibey fell upon the very midst of their enemies, 
and slew a great number of them, so that some 
of them fell by the Israelites, some fell by their 
own horses, which were put into disorder, and not 
a few were killed by their own chariots. At last 
Sisera, as soon as he saw himself beaten, fled 
away, and came to a woman whose name was 
Jael, a Kenile, who received him, when he de¬ 
sired to be concealed; and when he asked for 
somewhat to drink, she gave him sour milk, of 
which he drank so immeasurably that he fell 
asleep; but when he was asleep, Jael took an 
iron nail, and drove it through his temples with 


a hammer into the floor: and when Barak came, 
a little afterward, she showed Sisera nailed to 
the ground. And thus was this victory gained 
by a woman, as Deborah had foretold. Barak 
also fought with Jabin at Hazor; and when he 
met with him he slew him: and when the general 
was fallen, Barak overthrew the city to the 
foundation, and was commander of the Israelites 
for forty years. 

CHAP. VI. 

How the Midianites and other nations fought 

against the Israelites , and beat them , and af- 

Jlicted their Country far seven Years. How 

they were delivered by Gideon , who ruled over 

the Multitude. 

{ 1. Now when Barak and Deborah were dead, 
whose deaths happened about the same time, 
afterward the Midianites called the Amalekites 
and Arabians to their assistance, and made war 
against the Israelites, and were too hard for 
those that fought against them; and when they 
had burnt the fruits of the earth, they carried off 
the prey. Now when they had done this for 
three years, the multitude of the Israelites re¬ 
tired to the mountains, and forsook the plain 
country. They also made themselves hollows 
under ground, and caverns, and preserved therein 
whatsoever had escaped their enemies; for the 
Midianites made expeditions in harvest time, but 
permitted them to plough the land in winter, that 
so when the others had taken the pains, they 
might have fruits for them to carry away. In¬ 
deed, there ensued a famine, and a scarcity of 
food, upon which they betook themselves to their 
supplications to Gocl, and besought him to save 
them. 

2. Gideon also, the son of Joash, one of the 
principal persons of the tribe of Manasseh, 
brought his sheaves of corn privately, and thrash¬ 
ed them at the winepress, for he was too fearful 
of their enemies, to thrash them openly in the 
thrashing-floor. At this time somewhat appear¬ 
ed to him in the shape of a young man, ana told 
him, “That he was a happy man and beloved of 
God.” To which he immediately replied, “A 
mighty indication of God’s favor to me, that I 
am forced to use this winepress instead of a 
thrashing-floor!” But the appearance exhorted 
him to be of good courage, and to make an at¬ 
tempt for the recovery of their liberty. He an¬ 
swered, That “ it was impossible for him to re¬ 
cover it, because the tribe to which he belonged, 
was by no means numerous; and because he was 
but young himself, and too inconsiderable to 
think of such great actions.” But the other pro¬ 
mised him, that God would supply what he was 
defective in, and would aflord the Israelites vic¬ 
tory under his conduct. 

3. Now therefore, as Gideon was relating this 
to some young men, they believed him, and im¬ 
mediately there was an army of ten thousand 
men got ready for fighting. But God stood by 
Gideon in his sleep, and told him, “That man¬ 
kind were too fond of themselves, and were ene¬ 
mies to such as excelled in virtue: now, that 
they might not pass God over, but ascribe the 
victory to him, and might not fancy it obtained 
by their own power because they were a great 
army, and able of themselves to fight their ene¬ 
mies, but might confess that it was owing to his 
assistance, he advised him to bring his army 
about noon, in the violence of the heat, to tho 
river, and to esteem those that bent down on 
their knees, and so drank, to be men ofcourage; 
but for all those that drank tumultuously, that 
he should esteem them to do it out of fear, and 
as in dread of their enemies.” And when Gide¬ 
on had done as God had suggested to him, there 
were found three hundred men that took water 
with their hands tumultuously; so God bid him 
take these men, and attack the enemy. Accord- 
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ingly they pitched their camp at the river Jor¬ 
dan, as ready the next day to pass over it. 

4. But Gideon was in great fear, for God had 
told him beforehand, that he should set upon his 
enemies io the night-time: but God, being willing 
to free him from his fear, bid him take one of his 
soldiers, and go near to the Midianites’ tents, for 
that he should from that very place have his 
courage raised, and grow bold. So he obeyed, 
nnd went and took hjs servant Phurah with him; 
and as lie came near to one of the tents, he dis¬ 
covered that those that were in it were awake, 
and that one of them was telling to his fellow- 
soldier a dream of his own, and that so plainly, 
that Gideon could hear him. The dream was this: 
he thought he saw' a barley cake, such a one as 
could hardly be eaten by men, it wa9 so vile, 
rolling through the camp, and overthrowing the 
royal tent, and the tents of all the soldiers. Now 
the other soldier explained this vision to mean 
the destruction of the army, and told him what 
his reason was which made him so to conjecture, 
viz. that the seed called barley w 7 as all of it al¬ 
lowed to be of the vilest sort of seed, and that 
the Israelites were known to be the vilest of all 
the people of Asia, agreeably to the seed of bar¬ 
ley; and that what seemed to look big among the 
Israelites, was this Gideon, and the army that was 
with him: “and since thou sayest thou didst see 
the cake ov< rturning our tents, lam afraid lest 
God hath granted the victory over us to Gideon.” 

5. When Gideon had heard this dream, good 
hope and courage came upon him; and he com¬ 
manded his soldiers to arm themselves, and told 
them of this vision of their enemies. They also 
took courage at what was told them, and were 
ready to perform what he should enjoin them: 
so Gideon divided his army into three parts, and 
brought it out about the fourth w’atch of the 
night, each part containing a hundred men: they 
all bare empty pitchers, and lighted lamps in 
their hands, that their onset might not be dis¬ 
covered by their enemies. They had also each 
of them a ram’s horn, in his right hand, which 
he u?ed instead of a trumpet: the enemies’ camp 
took up a large space of ground, for it happened 
they had a great many camels: and as they 
were divided into different nations, so they were 
all contained in one circle. Now' w'hen the He¬ 
brews did as they were ordered beforehand, upon 
their approach to their enemies, and on the sig¬ 
nal given, sounded with their rams’ horns, and 
brake their pitchers, aad set upon their enemies 
w’ith their lamps, and a great shout, and cried, 
“Victory to Gideon, by God’s assistance,” a dis¬ 
order and a fright seized on the other men while 
they were fast asleep, for it w r as night-time, as 
God would have it; so that a few of them were 
slain by their enemies, but the greatest part by 
their own soldiers, on account ol the diversity of 
their language; and when they were once put 
into disorder, they killed all that they met with, 
as thinking them to be enemies aNo. Thus 
there was a great slaughter made. And as the 
report of Gideon’s victory came to the Israelites, 
they took their weapons and pursued their ene¬ 
mies and overtook them ia a certain valley, en¬ 
compassed with torrents, a place which these 

»could not get over; so they encompassed them, 
and slew them all, with their kings, Oreb and 
Zeeh. But the remaining captains led those 
soldiers that were left, which were about eighteen 
thousand, and pitched their camp a great way 
oft* the Israelites. However, Gideon did not 
grudge his pains, but pursued them with all his 
army, and joining battle with them, cut ofT the 
whole enemies’ army, and took the other lead¬ 
ers, Zebah and Zalmunna, and made them cap¬ 
tives. Now r there were slain in this battle of the 
Midianites, and of their auxiliaries, the Arabians, 
about a hundred and twenty thousand; and the 
Hebrews took a great prey, gold, and silver, and 


garments, and camels, and asses. And when 
Gideon was come to his ow’n country of Ophra 
he slew the kings of the Midianites. 

6 . However, the tribe of Ephraim was so dis¬ 
pleased at the good success of Gideon, that they 
resolved to make war against him, accusing him 
because lie did not tell them of his expedition 
against their enemies. But Gideon, as a man of 
temper, and that excelled in every Grtue, plead¬ 
ed, “That it was not the result of his own au¬ 
thority or reasoning that made him attack the 
enemy without them, but that it was the com¬ 
mand of God, and still the victory belonged to 
them as well as to those in the army.” And by 
thi> method of cooling their passions, he brought 
more advantage to the Hebrews than by the suc¬ 
cess he had against these enemies, for he thereby 
delivered them from a sedition which W’as arising 
among them; yet did this tribe afterward suffer 
the punishment of this their injurious treatment 
of Gideon, of which we will give an account in 
due time. 

7. Hereupon Gideon would have laid down the 
government, but was over-persuaded to take it, 
w'hich he enjoyed forty years, and distributed 
justice to them, as the people came to him in 
their differences; and wnat he determined w'as 
esteemed valid by all. And when he died, he 
w-as buried in his own country of Ophra. 

CHAP. VIF. 

That the Judges who svcceeded Gideon made JKar 

with the adjoining Nations for along Time. 

£ 1. Now Gideon had seventy sons that were 
legitimate, for he had many wives, but he had also 
one that was spurious, by his concubine Drumah, 
whose name. w r as Abinieleeh, who, after his 
father’s death, retired to Shechem to his mother’s 
relations, for they were of that place: and w hen 
he had got money of such of them as were emi¬ 
nent for many instances of injustice, he came 
with them to his father's house, and slew' all his 
brethren, except Jotham; for he had the good 
fortune to escape and be preserved; but Abime- 
lerh made the government tyrannical, and con¬ 
stituted him«elf a lord, to do w hat he pleased, in¬ 
stead of obeying the law's, and he acted mo*t 
rigidly against those that were the patrons of 
justice. 

2. Now, when on a certain time there was a 
public festival at Shechem, and all the multitude 
was there gathered together, Jotham his brother 
whose escape we before related, went up to 
mount Gerizzim, which hangs over the city of 
Shechem, and cried out so as to be heard by the 
multitude, who were attentive to him. He de¬ 
sired they w'ould consider what he was going to 
sav to them: so when silence was made, he 
said, “That when the trees had a human voice, 
■and there was an assembly of them gathered to¬ 
gether, they desired that the fig-tne would rule 
over them; but when that tree refused so to do, 
because it was contented to enjoy that honor 
which belonged peculiarly to the fruit it bare 
and not that which should be derived to it from 
abroad, the trees did not leave off their intentioni 
to have a ruler, so they thought proper to make 
the offer of that honor to the vine; but when 
the viae was chosen, it made use of the same 
words \vhich the fig-tree had used before, and 
excused itself from accepting: the government, 
and when the olive-tree had done the same, the 
brier, whom the trees had desired to take the 
kingdom, (it is a sort of wood good for firing,) 
promised to take the government, and to be 
zealous in the exercise of it, but that then they 
must sit down under its shadow, and if they 
should plot against it to destroy it, the principle 
of fire that was in it should destroy them. He 
told them, that what he said was no laughing 
matter: for that when they had experienced 
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many blessings from Gideon, they overlooked 
Abimelech, when he overruled all, and had join¬ 
ed with him in slaying; his brethren: and that he 
was no better than a tire himself.” So when he 
had said this, he went away, and lived privately 
in the mountains for three years, out of fear of 
Abinielech. 

3 . A little while after this festival, the She- 
cheraites, who had now repented themselves of 
having slain the sons of Gideon, drove Abime- 
lech away, both from their city and their tribe; 
whereupon he contrived how he might distress 
their city. Now at the season of vintage, the 
people were afraid to go out and gather the 
fruits, for fear Abinielech should do them some 
mischief. Now it happened that there had come 
to them a man of authority, one Gaal, that so¬ 
journed with them, having his armed men and 
nis kinsmen with him; so the Shechemites de¬ 
sired that he would allow them a guard during 
their vintage, whereupon he accepted of their de¬ 
sires, and so the people went out, and Gaal with 
them at the head of his soldiery: so they ga¬ 
thered their fruit with safety, and when they 
were at supper in several companies, they then 
ventured to curse Abinielech openly, and the ma¬ 
gistrates laid ambushes in places about the city, 
and caught many of Abimelech’s followers, and 
destro 3 r ed them. 

4. Now there was one Zebul a magistrate of 
the Shechemites, that had entertained Abime- 
lech. He sent messengers, and informed him 
how much Gaal had irritated the people against 
him, and excited him to lay ambusnes before the 
city, for that he would persuade Gaal to go out 
against him, which would leave it in his power 
to be revenged on him, and when that was once 
done, he would bring him to be reconciled to the 
city. So Abinielech laid ambushes, and himself 
lay with them. Now Gaal abode in the suburbs, 
taking little care of himself; and Zebul was with 
him. Now, as Gaal saw the armed men coming 
on, he said to Zebul, that some armed men were 
coming; but the other replied, they were only 
shadows of huge stones; and when they were 
come nearer, Gaal perceived what was the reali¬ 
ty, and said, they were not shadows, but men ly¬ 
ing in amoush. Then said Zebul, didst not thou 
reproach Abimelech for cowardice? why dost 
thou not then show how very courageous thou 
art thyself, and go and fight him? So Gaal, bein^ 
in disorder, joined battle with Abimelech, and 
some of his men fell; whereupon he fled into the 
city, and took his men with him. But Zebul 
managed his matters so in the city, that he pro¬ 
cured them to expel Gaal out of the city, and 
this by accusing him of cowardice in this action 
with the soldiers of Abimelech. But Abimelech, 
when he had learned that the Shechemites were 
again coming out to gather their grapes, placed 
ambushes before the city, and ivnen they were 
coming out, the third part of his army took pos¬ 
session of the gates, to hinder the citizens from 
returning in again, while the rest pursued those 
that were scattered abroad, and so there was 
slaughter every where; and when he had over¬ 
thrown the city to the very foundations, for it was 
not able to bear a siege, and had sown its ruins 
with salt, he proceeded on with his army, till all 
the Shechemites were slain. As for those that 
were scattered about the country, and so escaped 
the danger, they were gathered together unto a 
certain strong rock, and settled themselves upon 
it, and prepared to build a wall about it; and 
when Abimelech knew their intentions, he pre¬ 
vented them, and came upon them with his for¬ 
ces, and laid fagots of dry wood round the place, 

* Our present copies of Josephus all omit Tola 
among the judges, though the other copies have him 
next after Abimelech, and allot twenty-three years to 
his administration, Judges x. 1,2; yet do all Josephus’s 
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he himself bringing some of them, and by bis 
example encouraging the soldiers to do the same. 
And when the rock was encompassed round 
about with these fagots, they set them on fire, 
and threw in whatsoever by nature caught fire 
the most easily; so a mighty flame was raised, 
and nobody could fly away from the rock, but 
every man perished, with their wives and chil¬ 
dren, in all about fifteen hundred men, and the 
rest were a great number also. And such was 
the calamity that fell upon the Shechemites; 
and men’s grief on their account had been 
greater thau it was, had they not brought so 
much mischief on a person who had so well de¬ 
served of them, ana had they not themselves 
esteemed this as a punishment for the same. 

5. Now Abimelech, when he had affrighted the 
Israelites with the miseries he had brought upon 
the Shechemites, seemed openly to affect greater 
authority than he now had, and appeared to set 
no bounds to his violence, unless it were with the 
destruction of all. Accordingly, he marched to 
Thebez, and took the city on "the sudden; and 
there bein^ a great tower therein, whereuiyfo the 
whole multitude fled, he made preparation to 
besiege it. Now as he was rushing with violence 
near the gates, a woman threw a piece of mill¬ 
stone upon his head, upon which Abimelech fell 
down, and desired his arnior-bearer to kill him, 
lest his death should be thought to be the work 
of a woman; who did what he was bid to do. So 
he underwent his death as a punishment for the 
wickedness he had perpetrated*against his bre¬ 
thren, and his insolent barbarity to the Shechem¬ 
ites. Now the calamity that happened to those 
Shechemites, was according to the prediction of 
Jotham. However, the army that was with Abi¬ 
melech, upon his fall, was scattered abroad, and 
went to their own houses. 

6 . Now it was that Jair the Gileadite,* of the 
tribe of Manasseh, took the government. He 
was a man happy in other respects also, but par¬ 
ticularly in his children, who were of a good 
character. They were thirty in number, and 
very skilful in riding on horses, and were in¬ 
trusted with the government of the cities of Gi¬ 
lead. He kept the government twenty-two years, 
and died an old man, and he was buried in Camon, 
a city of Gilead. 

7. And now all the affairs of the Hebrews 
were managed uncertainly, and tended to disor¬ 
der, and to the contempt of God and the laws. 
So the Ammonites and Philistines had them 
in contempt, and laid waste the country with a 
great army; and when they bad taken all Perea, 
they were so insolent as to attempt to gain the 
possession of all the rest: but the Hebrews being 
now amended by the calamities they had under¬ 
gone, betook themselves to supplications to God; 
and brought sacrifices to him, beseeching him 
not to be too severe upon them, but to be moved 
by their prayers to leave ofl' his ang;er against 
them. So God became more merciful to them, 
and was ready to assist them. 

8 . When tne Ammonites had made an expe¬ 
dition into the land of Gilead, the inhabitants of 
the country met them atfa certain mountain, but 
wanted a commander. Now there was one whose 
name was Jephtha, who, both on account of his 
father’s virtue, and on account of that army 
which he maintained at his own expenses, was a 
potent man: the Israelites therefore sent to him, 
and entreated him to come to their assistance, 
and promised him dominion over them all his 
lifetime. But he did not admit of their entreaty; 
and accused them, that they did not come to his 
assistance when he was unjustly treated, and 

commentators conclude, that in Josephus’s sum oftha 
years of the Judges, his nventy-three years are inclu¬ 
ded; hence we are to confess, that somewhat has been 
here lost out of his copies. 
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this in an open manner by his brethren; for they 
cast him oil*, as not having 1 the same mother with 
the rest, but born of a strange mother, that was 
introduced among them by his father’s fondness, 
and this they did out of a contempt of his inabi¬ 
lity [to vindicate himself.] So he dwelt in the 
country of Gilead, as it is called, and received 
all that came to him, let them come from what 
place soever, and paid them wages. However, 
when they pressed him to accept the dominion, 
and sware tnat they would grant him the govern¬ 
ment over them all his life, he led them to the 
war. 

9. And when Jephtha had taken immediate care 
of their affairs, he placed his army at the city 
of Mispeh, and sent a message to the Ammonite, 
[king,] complaining of his unjust possession of 
their land. But that king sent a contrary mes¬ 
sage; and complained of the exodus of the Is¬ 
raelites out of Egypt, and desired them to go out 
of the land of the Amorites, and yield it up to 
him, as at first his paternal inheritance. ButJeph- 
iha returned this answer, “That he did not just¬ 
ly complain of his ancestors about the land of 
the Amorites, and ought rather to thank them 
that they left the land of the Ammonites to them, 
since Moses could have taken it also; and that 
neither would lie recede from that land of their 
own, which God had obtained for them, and they 
had now inhabited [above] three hundred years, 
but would fight with them about it.” 

10. And when he had given them this answer, 
he sent the ambassadors away. And when he 
had prayed for victory, and had vowed to per¬ 
form sacred offices;* and if he came home in safe¬ 
ty, to offer in sacrifice what living creature 
soever should first meet him, he joined battle with 
the enemy, and gained a great victory, and in 
his pursuit slew the enemies all along as far as 
the city Minnith. lie then passed over to the 
land of the Ammonites, and overthrew many of 
their cities, and look their prey, and freed his 
own people from that slavery which they had 
undergone for eighteen years. But as he came 
back, he fell into a calamity noway correspond¬ 
ent to the great actions he had done; for it was his 
daughter tnat came to meet him; she was also an 
only child, and a virgin: upon this, Jephtha hea¬ 
vily lamented the greatness of his affliction, and 
blamed his daughter for being so forward in meet¬ 
ing him, for he had vowed to sacrifice her to God. 
However, tliis action that was to befal her was 
not ungrateful to her, since she should die upon 
occasion of her father’s victory, and the liberty 
of her fellow-citizens: she only desired her father 
to give her leave for two months, to bewail her 
youth with her fellow-citizens; and then she 
agreed, that at the forementioned time, he might 
do with her according to his vow. Accordingly, 
when that time was over, he sacrificed his daugh¬ 
ter as a burnt-offering; offering such an obla¬ 
tion as was neither comformable to the law, nor 
acceptable to God, not weighing with himself 
what opinion the hearers would nave of such a 
practice. 

11. Now the tribe of Epbraim fought against 
hint, because he did take them along with 
him in his expedition against the Ammonites, hut 
because he alone had the prey, and the glory of 
what was done, to himself. As to which he said; 
first, that they were not ignorant ho»v his country 
had fought against him, nnd that when they were 
invited, they did not come to his assistance, 
whereas they ought to have come quickly, even 
before they were invited. And in the next place, 

% Josephus justly condemns Jephtha, as do the Apos¬ 
tolical Consiiiutions, b. vii. ch. xxxvii. for his rash 
vow, whether it were for snrrificinR his daughter, ns 
Josephus thought, or for dedicating her, who was his 
only child, lo pcrpciual virginity. at lhc lahcrnarle or 
elsewhere, which I rathersuppo.se. If he had vowed 
her for a sacrifice she ought lo have been redeemed, 
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that they were going to act unjustly; for while 
they had not courage enough to fight their ene¬ 
mies, they came hastily against their own kin¬ 
dred: and he threatened them, that with God’s 
assistance he would inflict a punishment upon 
them, unless they would grow wiser. But when 
he could not persuade them, he fought them with 
those forces which he sent for out of Gilead, and 
he made a great slaughter among them; and 
when they were beaten he pursued them, and 
seized on the passages of Jordan by a part of his 
arm} r which he had sent before and slew about 
forty-two thousand of them. 

12. So when Jephtha had ruled six years, he 
died, and was buried in his own couutry, Sebee, 
which is a place in the land of Gilead. 

13. Now when Jephtha was dead, Ibzan took 
the government, being of the tribe of Judah, 
and of the city Bethlehem. He had sixty chil¬ 
dren, thirty of them sons, and the rest daugh¬ 
ters; all of whom he left alive behind him, giv¬ 
ing the daughters in marriage to husbands, and 
taking wives for his sons. lie did nothing in 
the seven years of his administration that was 
worth recording or deserved a memorial. So he 
died an old mao, and was buried in his own 
country. 

14. When Ibzan was dead after this manner, 
neither did Helon, who succeeded him in the 
government, and kept it ten years, do any tiling 
remarkable; he was of the tribe of Zebulon. 

15. Abdon, also, the son of Ilillel, of the tribe 
of Ephraim, and born at the city Pyrathon, 
was ordained their supreme governor after He¬ 
lon. He is only recorded to have been happy in 
his children; for the public affairs were then so 

eaceable, and in such security, that neither did 
e perform any glorious action. He had forty 
son3, and by them left thirty grand-children; 
and he marched in stale with these seventy, who 
were all very skilful in riding horses, and he left 
them all alive after him. He died an old man; 
and obtained a magnificent burial in Pyrathon. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Concerning* the Fortitude of Samson , and what 
Mischiefs he brought upon the Philistines. 

$ 1. After Abdon was dead the Philistines 
overcame the Israelites, and received tribute of 
them for forty years; from which distress they 
were delivered after this manner. 

2. There was one Mnnoah, a person of such 
great virtue, that he had few men liis eouals, and 
without dispute the principal person of nis coun¬ 
try. He had a wife celebrated for her beauty, 
and excelling her contemporaries. He had no 
children; and being uneasy al this want of pos¬ 
terity, he entreated God to give them seed of 
their own bodies to succeed them; and with that 
intent he came constantly into the suburbs,f to¬ 
gether with his wile, which suburbs were in the 
great plain. Now, he was fond of his wife to the 
degree of madness, and on that account was 
immeasurably jealous of her. Now, when his 
wife ivas once alone, an apparition whs seen by 
her; it was an angel of God, and resembled n 
young man beautiful and tall, and brought her 
the good news, that she should have n son, horn 
by God’s providence, that should he a proudly 
child, of great strength, bv whom, when lie was 
grown up to man’s estate, the Philistines should 
hr afflicted. He exhorted her also not to poll 
his hair, and that lie should avoid all other kinds 
of drink, (for so had God Commanded,) and he 

Lev. xxvii. 1—8; but of the sense of verses 28, t 29, as 
relating not to things vowed to Cod, hut devoted tode- 
atrurlion, see the note on Anlit|. h. v. eh. i. sect. 8. 

t I can disrover no reason why Mnnoah nnd his 
j wife came so constantly into these suburbs to pray for 
' children, hut hem use there was a synagogue or place 
, of devolion in those suburbs. 
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entirely contented with water. So the angel, 
when he had delivered that message, went his 
way, his coming having been by the will of God. 

3. Now the wife informed her husband when 
he came home, of what the angel had said, who 
shewed so great an admiration of the beauty and 
tallness of the young man that had appeared to 
her, that her husband was astonished, and out of 
himself for jealousy, and such suspicions as are 
excited by that passion: but she was desirous of 
having her husband’s unreasonable sorrow taken 
away; accordingly she entreated God to send 
the angel again, that he might be seen by her 
husband. So the angel came again by the fa¬ 
vor of God, while they were in the suburbs, 
and appeared to her when she was alone, with¬ 
out her husband. She desired the angel to stay 
bo long till she might bring her husband; and 
that request being granted, she goes to call 
Manoah. When Fie saw the angel, he was not 
yet free from suspicion, and he desired him to 
inform him of all that he had told his wife: but 
when he said, it was sufficient that she alone 
knew what he had said, he then requested of 
him to tell him who he was, that when the child 
was born they might return him thanks, and give 
him a present. He replied that he did not want 
any present, for that he did not bring them the 
good news of the birth of a son out of the want 
of any thing. And when Manoah had entreated 
him to stay, and partake of his hospitality, he 
did not give his consent. However, he was per¬ 
suaded, at the earnest request of Manoah, to 
stay so long white he brought him one mark 
of his hospitality: so he slew a kid of the goats, 
and bid his wife boil it. When all was ready, 
the angel enjoined him to set the loaves and the 
flesh, but without the vessels, upon the rock; 
which, when they had done, he touched the flesh 
with the rod which he had in his hand, which, upon 
the breaking out of a flame, was consumed toge¬ 
ther with tne loaves. And the angel ascended, 
openly, in their sight, up to heaven, by means of 
tne smoke, as by a vehicle. Now Manoah was 
afraid that some danger would come to them 
from this sight of God; but his wife bid him to 
be of good courage, for that God appeared to 
them for their benefit. 

4. So the woman proved with child, and was 
careful to observe the injunctions that were 
given her: and they called the child, when he 
was born, ‘ Samson,’ which name signifies one 
that is * strong.’ So the child grew apace, and it 
appeared evidently that he would be a prophet,* 
both by the moderation of his diet, and the per¬ 
mission of his hair to grow. 

5. Now when he once came with his parents to 
Tininath, a city of the Philistines, wfien there 
was a great festival, he fell in love with a maid 
of that country, and he desired of his parents 
that they would procure him the damsel for his 
wife: but they refused so to do, because she was 
not of the stock of Israel; yet because this mar¬ 
riage was of God, who intended to convert it to 
the benefit of the Hebrews, he over-persuaded 
them to procure her to be espoused to him. And 
as he was continually coming to her parents, he 
met a lion, and though he was naked, he received 
his onset, and strangled him with his hands, aud 
cast the wild beast into a woody piece of ground 
on the inside of the road. 

6 . And when he was going another time to the 
damsel, he lighted upon a swarm of bees making 
their combs in the breast of that lion, and taking 
three honeycombs away, he gave them, together 
with the rest of his presents, to the damsel. 
Now the people of Tininath, out of a dread of the 
young man’s strength, gave him during the time 

* Here by a prophet Josephus seems only to mean 
one that was born by a particular providence, lived af¬ 
ter the manner of a Na7.arit6 devoted to God, and was 


of the wedding feast, (for he then feasted them 
all,) thirty of tne most stout of their youth, in 
retence to be his companions but in reality to 
e a guard upon him, that he might not attempt 
to give them anv disturbance. Now as they were 
drinking merrily and playing, Samson said, as 
was usual at such times, “Come, if I propose 
you a riddle, and you can expound it in these 
seven days’ time, I will give you every one a 
linen shirt and a garment, as a reward of your 
wisdom.” So they being very ambitious to ob¬ 
tain the glory. of wisdom, together with the 
gains, desired him to propose his riddle: he said, 
“that a great devourer produced sweet food out 
of itself, though itself were very disagreeable.” 
And when they were not able, in three days’ 
time, to find out the meaning of the riddle, they 
desired the damsel to discover it by the means of 
her husband, and tell it them, and they threaten¬ 
ed to burn her if she did not tell tt them. So 
when the damsel entreated Samson to tell it her, 
he at first refused to do it, but when she lay hard 
at him, and fell into tears, and made his refusal 
to tell it a sign of his unkindness to her; he in¬ 
formed her of his slaughter„of a lion, and how he 
found bees in his breast, and carried away three 
honeycombs, and brought them to her. Thus 
he, suspecting nothing of deceit, informed her of 
all, and she revealed it to those that desired to 
know it. Then on the seventh day, whereon 
they were to expound the riddle proposed to 
them, they met together before sunsetting, and 
said, “ Nothing is more disagreeable than a lion 
to those that light on it, and nothing is sweeter 
than honey to those that make use of it.” To 
which Samson made this rejoinder: “Nothing is 
more deceitful than a woman, for such was the 
person that discovered my interpretation to 
ou.” Accordingly, he gave them the presents 
e had promised them, making such Askelonites 
as he met upon the road his prey, who were 
themselves Philistines also. But he divorced this 
his wife, and the girl despised his anger, and vva9 
married to his companion, who made the former 
match between them. 

7. At this injurious treatment Samson was so 
provoked, that he resolved to punish all the Phi¬ 
listines, as well as her: so it being then summer 
time, and the fruits of the land being almost ripe 
enough for reaping, he caught three hundred 
foxes, and joining lighted torches to their tails, 
he sent them into the fields of the Philistines, by 
which means the fruits of the fields perished. 
Now when the Philistines knew that this was 
Samson’s doing, and knew also for what cause 
he did it, they sent their rulers to Timnath and 
burnt his former wife, and her relations, who had 
been the occasion of their misfortunes. 

8 . Now when Samson had slain many of the 
Philistines in the plain country, he dwe4t at Etam, 
which is a strong rock of the tribe of Judah; 
for the Philistines at that time made an expedi¬ 
tion against that tribe. But the people of Judah 
said, that they did not act justly with them, in 
indicting punishments upon them while they 
paid their tribute, and this only on account of 
Samson’s ofl'ences. Th^» answered, that in case 
they would not be blamed themselves, they must 
deliver up Samson, and put him into their power. 
So they, being desirous not to be blamed them¬ 
selves, came to the rock with three thousand 
armed men, and complained to Samson of the 
bold insults he had made upon the Philistines, 
who were men able to bring calamity upon the 
whole nation of the Hebrews; and they told him 
they were come to take him, and to deliver him 
up to them, and put him into their power; so 
they desired him to bear this willingly. Aecord- 

to have an extraordinary commission and strength 
from God for the judgin': and avenging his people Is¬ 
rael, without any proper prophetic revelations at all. 
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ingly, when he had received assurance from 
them upon oath, that they would do him no other 
harm than only to deliver him into his enemies* 
hands, he came down from the rock, and put 
himself into the power of his countrymen. Then 
did they bind him with two cords, and lead him 
on, in order to deliver him to the 1’hilistiues; and 
when they came to a certain place, which is now 
called ‘The Jaw-bone,’ nn account of the great 
action there performed by Samson, though of 
old it had no particular name at all, the Philis¬ 
tines, who had pitched their camp not far off, 
came to meet him with joy, and shouting, as 
having done a great thing, and gained what they 
desired ; but Samson broke his bonds asunder, and 
catching up the jaw-bone of an ass that lay down 
at his feet, fell upon his enemies, and smiting 
them with his jaw bone, slew a thousand of them, 
and put the rest to flight, and into great disorder. 

9. Upon this slaughter Samson was too proud 
of what he had performed, and said that this did 
not come to pass by the assistance of God, but 
that his success was to be ascribed to his own 
courage; and vaunted himself, “that it was out 
of a dread of him, that some of his enemies fell, 
and the rest ran away upon his own use of the 
jaw-bone.” Hut when a great thirst came upon 
him, he considered that human courage is no¬ 
thing, and bare his testimony that all is to be as¬ 
cribed to God, and besought him that he would 
not be angry at any thing he had said, nor give 
him up into the hands of his enemies, but afford 
him help under his affliction, and deliver him 
from the misfortune he was under. Accordingly, 
God was moved with his entreaties, and raised 
him up a plentiful fountain of sweet water at a 
certain rock; whence it was that Samson called 
the place, ‘The Jaw-bone,’* and so it is called to 
this day. 

10. After this fight Samson held the Philis¬ 
tines in contempt, and came to Gaza, and took 
up his lodgings in a certain inn. When the rulers 
of Gaza were informed of his coming thither, 
they seized upon the gates, and placed men in 
ambush about them, that he might not escape 
without being perceived. But Samson, who was 
acquainted with their contrivances against him, 
arose about midnight, and ran by force upon the 
gates, with their posts and beams, and the rest 
of their wooden furniture, and carried them 
away on his shoulders, and bare them to the 
mountain that is over Hebron, and there laid 
them down. 

11. However, he at length transgressed the 
laws of his country,! and altered his own regular 
way of living, anti imitated the strange customs 
of foreigners, which thing was the beginning of 
his miseries; for he fell in love with a woman 
who was a harlot among the Philistines; her 
name was Delilah, and lie. lived with her. So 
those that administered the public affairs of the 
Philistines came to her, and with promises in¬ 
duced her to get out of Samson what was the 
cause of that his strength, by which he. became 
unconquerable to his enemies. Accordingly, 
when they were drinking, and had the like con¬ 
versation together, she pretended to admire the 
actions he had done, anti contrived to get out of 
him by subtilty bv what means he so muc h ex¬ 
celled others in strength. Samson, in order to 
delude Delilah, for he had not lost his «enses, 
replied, that if he were bound with seven such 
green withes of a vine as might still be wreathed, 
he should be weaker than nny othe r man. The 
woman said no more then, but told this to the 
rulers of the Philistines, and hid certain of the 

* This founialn, called lehi, or the Jawbone, is still 
In l>cing, as travellers assure ns, and was known by iliis 
very name in thedaysof Josephus, and has been known 
hy the same name in alt the past ages. Sec Antiq. II. 
vii. ch. xil. sect. 4. 


soldiers in ambush within the house, and when 
he was disordered in drink, and asleep, she 
bound him as fast as possible with the withes, 
and then, upon her awakening him, she told 
him some ot the people were upon him; but 
he broke the witnes, and endeavored to de¬ 
fend himself, as though some of the people were 
upon him. Now this woman, in the constant 
conversation Samson had with her, pretended 
that she took it very ill that he had such little 
confidence in her aflections to him, that he would 
not tell her what she desired, as if she would 
not conceal what she knew it was for his interest 
to have concealed. However, he deluded her 
again, and told her, that if they bound him with 
seven cords, he should lose his strength. And 
when, upon doing this, she gained nothing, he 
told her the third time, that his hair should be 
woven into a web; but, even upon doing this, 
the truth w as not discovered. At length Samson, 
upon Delilah’s prayer, (for hew’as doomed to fall 
into some affliction,) was desirous to please her, 
and told her, that “ God took care of him, and 
that he was born by his providence, and that 
thence it is that I sulfer my hair to grow, God 
having charged me never to poll my head, and 
thence my strength is according to the inciease 
and continuance of my hair.” When she had 
learned thus much, and had deprived him of his 
hair, she delivered him up to his enemies, when 
he was not strong enough to defend himself from 
their attempts upon him; so they put out his 
eyes, and bound him, and had him led about 
among them. 

12. But in process of time Samson’s hair grew 
again. And there was a public festival among 
the Philistines, when the rulers, and those of the 
most eminent character, were feasting together; 
(now the room wherein they were, had its roof 
supported by two pillars;) so they sent for Sam¬ 
son, and he was brought to their feast, that they 
might insult him in their cups. Hereupon lie, 
thinking it one of the greatest misfortunes, if he 
should not be able to rev< nge liimsell when he 
was thus insulted, persuaded the boy that led 
him by the hand, that he was weary and wanted 
to rest himself, nnd desired that he w’ould bi ing 
him near the pillars; nnd as soon as he came 
to them, he rushed with force against them, and 
overthrew' the house, by ovi rthrowing its pillars, 
with the three thousand men in it, who were all 
slain, and Samson with them. And such was the 
end of this man, when he had ruled over the Israel¬ 
ites twenty years. And indeed this man deserves 
to be admired for his courage and strength, and 
magnanimity at his death, and that Ins wrath 
ngamst his enemies went so far as to die himself 
with them. But ns for his being ensnared bv a 
woman, that is to be ascribed to human nature, 
which is too weak to resist the temptations to 
that «in; but we ought to hear him witness, that 
iu all other respects lie was one of extraordinary 
virtue. Hut his kindred took away his body, and 
buried it in Sarasat, his own country, with the 
ri st uf his Tamil) . 

CHAP. IX. 

/low under Eli's Government of the Israelites 

Jiooz married Doth, from whom came Obcd. 

the Grandfather of David. 

$ 1. Now after the death of Samson, Eli tho 
high priest was governor of the Israelites. . Un¬ 
der him when the country was afflicted with a 
famine, Hlimededi of Hethlehem, which is a city 
of the tribe of Judah, be ing not able to support 

f Sec this justly observed in llie Apostolical Constl- 
luiions. R. vii Hi. xxxvii. Hint Samson’s prayer wa* 
heard but that ii was before this his transgression. 
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his family under so sore a distress, took with him 
.Naomi his wife, and the children that were born 
to him by her,Chilion and MahloD, and removed 
his habitation into the land of Moab; and upon 
the happy prosperity of his affairs there, he took 
for his sons wives of the Moabites, Orpah for Chi- 
lion, aod Kuth for Mahlon. But in the compass 
of ten years, both Elimelech, and a little while 
after him, the soils, died: and Naomi, being very 
unea?y at these accidents, and not able to bear 
her lonesome condition, now those that were 
dearest to her were dead, on whose account it 
was that she had gone away from her own coun¬ 
try, she returned to it again, for she had been 
informed it was now in a flourishing condition. 
However, her daughters-in-law were not able to 
think of parting with her, and when they had a 
mind to go out of the country with her, she could 
not dissuade them from it; but when they insist¬ 
ed upon it, she wished them a more happy wed¬ 
lock than they had had with her sons, and that 
they might have prosperity in other respects also; 
and seeing her own affairs were so low, she ex¬ 
horted them to stay where they were, and not 
to think of leaving their own country, and par¬ 
taking with her of that uncertainty under which 
she must return. Accordingly, Orpah stayed 
behind, but she took Ruth along with her, as not 
to be persuaded to stay behind her, but would 
take her fortune with her, whatsoever it should 
prove. 

2. When Ruth was come with her mother-in- 
law to Bethlehem, Booz, who was near of kin to 
Elimelech, entertained her: and when Naomi 
was so called by her fellow-citizens, according 
to her true name, she said, “ You might more 
truly call me Mara.” Now Naomi signifies in 
the Hebrew tongue, 4 happiness,’ aod Mara, 4 sor¬ 
row.’ It was now reaping time; and Ruth, by 
the leave of her mother-in-law, went out to glean, 
that they might get a stock of corn for their 
food. Now it happened that she came into Booz’s 
field; and after some time Booz came thither, 
and when he saw the damsel, he inquired of his 
servant that was set over the reapers concerning 
the girl. The servant had a little before inquir¬ 
ed about all her circumstances, and told them to 
bis master; who kindly embraced her, both on 
account of her affection to her inother-in-law, 
and her remembrance of that son of hers, to 
whom she had been married, and wished that 
she might experience a prosperous condition; 
so he desired her not to glean, but to reap what 
she was able, and gave her leave to carry it 
home. He also gave it in charge to that servant 
who was over the Reapers, not to hinder her 
when she took it away, and bid him give her her 
dinner, and make her drink, when he did the like 
to the reapers. Now what corn Ruth received 
of him she kept for her mother-in-law, and came 
to her in the evening, and brought the ears of 
corn with her; and Naomi had kept for her a 
part of such food as her neighbors had plenti¬ 
fully bestowed upon her. Ruth also told her 
mother-in-law what Booz had said to her: and 
when the other had informed her that he was 
near of kin to them, and perhaps was so pious a 
man as to make some provision for them, she 
went out again on the days following, to gather 
the gleanings with Booz’s maid-servants. 

3. It was not many days before Booz, after the 
barley was winnowed, slept in his threshing-floor. 
When Naomi was informed of this circumstance, 
she contrived it so that Ruth should lie down by 
him, for she thought it might be for their advan¬ 
tage, that he should discourse with the girl. Ac¬ 
cordingly, she sent the damsel to sleep at his 
feet, wno went as she bade her, for she did not 
think it consistent with her duty to contradict 
any command of her mother-in-law. And at first 
she lay concealed from Booz, as he was fast 
asleep; but when he awaked about midnight, 
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and perceived a woman lying hy him. he asked 
who she was; and when she told him her name, 
and desired, that he whom she owned for her 
lord, would excuse her; he then said no more, 
but in the morning before the servants began to 
set about their work, he awaked her, and bid 
her take as much barley as she was able to carrv, 
and go to her mother-in-law*, before any body 
there should see that she had Iain down by him, 
because it was but prudent to avoid any reproach 
that might arise on that account, especially when 
there had been nothing done that was ill. But 
as to the main point she aimed at, the matter 
should rest here, “ He that is nearer of kin than 
I am, shall be asked whether he \vant 3 to take 
thee to wife; if he says he does, thou shalt follow* 
him; but if he refuse it, I will marry thee ac. 
cording to the law*.” 

4. When she had informed her mother-in-law 
of this, they were very glad of it, out of the 
hope they had that Booz w’ould make provision 
for them. Now, about noon, Booz went down 
into the city, and gathered the senate together, 
and when he had sent for Ruth, he called for her 
kinsman also; and when he was come, he said, 
“ Dost not thou retain the inheritance of Elime¬ 
lech and his sons'?” He confessed that he did 
retain it, and that he did as he w*as permitted to 
do by the laws, because he w*as their nearest 
kinsman. Then said Booz, 44 Thou must not re¬ 
member the law's by halves, but do every thing 
according to them; for the wife of Mahlon is 
come hither, whom thou must marry, according 
to the laws, in case thou wilt retain their fields.” 
So the man yielded up both the field and the 
wife to Booz, who was himself of kin to those 
that were dead, as alleging that he had a wife 
already, and children also; so Booz called the 
senate to witness, and bid the woman to loose 
his shoe, and spit in his face, according to the 
law; and when this was done, Booz married 
Ruth, and they had a son within a year’s time. 
Naomi was herself a nurse to this child; and 
by the advice of the women called him ‘Obed,’ 
as being to be brought up in order to be subser¬ 
vient to her in her old age, for Obed, in the He¬ 
brew dialect, signifies a servant. The son of 
Obed was Jesse, and David was his son, who was 
king, and left his dominions to his sons for one- 
and-twenty generations. I was therefore obli¬ 
ged to relate this history of Ruth, because I had 
a mind to demonstrate the power of God, who, 
without difficulty, can raise those that are of 
ordinary parentage to dignity and splendor, to 
w'hich he advanced David, though he were born 
of such mean parents. 

CHAP. X. 

Concerning the Birth of Samuel; and how he 
foretold the Calamity that befell the Sonsef Eli. 

§ 1. And now upon the ill state of the affairs 
of the Hebrew's, they made u'ar again upon the 
Philistines. The occasion was this; Eli the high 
priest had two sons, Hophni and Phineas. These 
sons of Eli were guiltj' of injustice towards men 
and of impiety towards God, and abstained 
from no sort of wickedness. Some of their gifts 
they carried off, as belonging to the honorable 
employment they had, others of them they took 
aw*ay by violence. They also were guilty of im¬ 
purity with the women t hat came to worship G^d, 
[at the tabernacle,] obliging some to submit to 
their lust by force, and enticing others by bribes; 
nay, the whole course of their life was no better 
than tyranny. Their father therefore was angry 
at them for such their wickedness, and expected 
that God would suddenly inflict his punishments 
upon them for what they had done. The multi¬ 
tude took it heinously also. And as soon as God 
had foretold what calamity would befall Eli’s 
sons, which he did both to Eli himself and to 

L 
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Samuel the prophet, who was yet but a child, he 
openly showed nis sorrow for his sons’ destruc¬ 
tion. 

2. I will first despatch what I have to say about 
the prophet Samuel, and after that will proceed 
to epealk of the sons of Eli, and the miseries 
they brought on the whole people of the He¬ 
brews. Elcanah, a Levite, one of a middle con¬ 
dition among his fellow-citizens, and one that 
dwelt at Ramathaim, a city of the tribe of 
Ephraim, married two wives, Hannah and Pe- 
ninnah. He had children by the latter, but he 
loved the other best, although she tvere barren. 
Now Elcanah came with his wives to the city 
Shiloh to sacrifice, for there it was that the ta¬ 
bernacle of God was fixed, as we have formerly 
said. Now when, after he had sacrificed, he 
distributed at that festival portions of the flesh 
to his wives and children, and when Hannah saw 
the other wife’s children sitting round about 
their mother, she fell into tears, and lamented 
herself on account of her barrenness and lone- 
someness; and suffering her grief to prevail over 
her husband’s consolations to her, she went to 
the tabernacle to beseech God to give her seed, 
and to make her a mother; and to vow to conse¬ 
crate the first son she should bear to the service 
of God, and this ia such a way, that his manner 
of living should not he like that of ordinary men. 
And as she continued at her prayers a long time, 
Eli, the high priest, for he sat there before the 
tabernacle, bid her go away, thinking she had 
been disordered with wine; but when she said 
she had drank water, but was in sorrow' for w r ant 
of children, and was beseeching God for them, 
he bid her be of good cheer, and told that God^ 
would send her children. 

3. So she came to her husband full of hope, 
and ate her meal with gladness; and when they 
had returned to their own country, she found 
herself with child, and they had a son born to 
them, to whom they gave the name of Samuel, 
which may be styled one that was asked of God. 
They therefore came to the tabernacle to offer 
sacrifice for the birth of the child, and brought 
their tithes with them; hut the woraao remem¬ 
bered the vow she had made concerning her son, 
and delivered him to Eli, dedicating him to God, 
that he might become a prophet. Accordingly 
his hair was suffered to grow long, aad his drink 
was water. So Samuel dwelt and was brought 
up in the temple. But Elcanah had other sons 
by Hannah, and three daughters. 

4. Now, when Samuel was twelve years old he 
began to prophesy: and when he was once asleep, 
God called to him by his name, but he, supposing 
he had been called by the high priest, came to 
him: but when the priest said he did not call him, 
God did so thrice. Eli was then so far illumina¬ 
ted, that he said to him, “ Indeed, Samuel, I was 
silent now as well as before; it is God that calls 
thee: do thou therefore signify it to him, and 
say, I am here ready.” So when he heard God 
speak again, he desired him to speak, and to de¬ 
liver what pracles he pleased to him, for he would 
not fail to perform any ministration whatsoever 
he should make use of him in; to which God re¬ 
plied, “ Since thou art here ready, learn what 
miseries are coining upon the Israelites, such in¬ 
deed as words cannot declare, nor faith believe: 
for the sons of Eli shall die on one day, and the 
priesthood shall be transferred into the family of 
Eleazar, for Eli hath loved his sons more than he 
hath loved my worship, and to such a degree as 
is not for their advantage.” Which message Eli 
obliged the prophet hy oath to tell him, for other¬ 
wise he had no inclination to afflict him by tell¬ 
ing it. And now Eli had a far more sure ex- 

* Although there had been a few occasional prophets 
before, yet was this Samuel the first of a constant suc¬ 
cession ofprophets in the Jewish nation, as is implied in 
Si. Peter’s words, Acts iii 24: “Yea, and all the pro- 
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pectation of the perdition of his sons; but the 
glory of Samuel increased more and more, it 
being found by experience that whatsoever he 
prophesied came to pass accordingly.* 

CHAP. XI. 

Herein is declared what befell the Sons of Eli , 

the Arky and the People; and how Eli himself 

died miserably. 

§ 1. About this time it was that the Philistines 
made war against the Israelites, and pitched their 
camp at the city Aphek. Now when the Israel¬ 
ites had expected them a little while, the very 
next day they joined battle, and the Philistines 
were conquerors, and slew above four thousand 
of the Hebrews, and pursued (he rest of the mul¬ 
titude to their camp. 

2. So the Hebrews, being afraid of the worst, 
sent to the senate and to the high priest, and de¬ 
sired that they would bring the ark of God, that 
by putting themselves in array, when it was pre¬ 
sent with them, they might be too hard for tneir 
enemies, as not reflecting that he who had con¬ 
demned them to endure these calamities was 
greater than the ark, and for ivliose sake it was 
that this ark came to be honored. So the ark 
came, and the sons of the high priest with it, 
having received a charge from their father, that 
if they pretended to survive the taking of the 
ark, they should come no more into his presence; 
for Phineas officiated already as high priest, his 
father having resigned the office to him, by rea¬ 
son of his great age. So the Hebrews were full 
of courage, as supposing that by the coming of 
the ark they should be too hard for their ene¬ 
mies: their enemies also W T ere greatly concern¬ 
ed, and were afraid of the ark's comingAo the 
Israelites; however, the upshot did not prove / 
agreeable to the expectations of both sides, but 
w-hen the battle w r as joined, that victory which 
the Hebrews expected, w’as gained by the Phi¬ 
listines, and that defeat the Philistines were 
afraid of, fell to the lot of the Israelites, and 
thereby they found that they put their trust in 
the ark in vain, for they were presently beaten 
as soon as they came to a close fight with their 
enemies, and lost about thirty thousand men, 
among whom w’ere the sons of the high priest: 
but the ark was carried away by the enemies. 

3. When the news of this defeat came to Shi¬ 
loh, with that of the captivity of the ark, (for a 
certain young man, a Benjamite, who was in the 
action, came as a messenger thither,) the whole 
city was full of lamentations. And Eli the high 
priest, who sat upon a high throne at one of tne 
gates, heard their mournful cries, and supposed 
that some strange thing had befalleu his family: 
so he sent for the young man, and when he un¬ 
derstood what had happened in the battle, he was 
not much uneasy as to his sons, or what was told 
him w’ithal about the army, as having beforehand 
knowm by divine revelation that these things 
would happen, and having himself declared them 
beforehand, for w hen sad things come unexpect¬ 
edly they distress men the most; but as soon as 
the ark was carried captive by their enemies, he 
w'as very much grieved at it, because it fell out 
quite differently from what he expected; so he 
tell down from his throne, and died, having in all 
lived ninety-eight years, and of them retained 
the government forty. 

4. On the same day his son Phineas’s wife died 
also, as not able to survive the misfortune of her 
husband; for they told her of her husband’s death 
as she was in labor. However, she bare a son 
at seven months, who lived, and to whom they 
gave the name of 4 Icabod,’ which name signifies 
phets, from Samuel, and those that follow after, as ma¬ 
ny as have spoken, have likewise foretold of those 
days.” Fee also Acts xiii. 20; the others were rather 
sometimes called righteous men , Matt. x. 41* xiii. 17, 
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‘disgrace,’ and this because the army received a 
disgrace at this time. 

5. JVovv Eli was the first of the family of Itha- 
mar, the other son of Aaron, that had the go¬ 
vernment, for the family of Eleazar officiated as 
high priest at first, the son still receiving that ho¬ 
nor from the father which Eleazar bequeathed 


to his son Phineas; after whom Abiezer his son 
took the honor, and delivered it to his son, 
whose name was Bukki, from whom his son Oxi 
received it; after whom Eli, of whom we have 
been speaking, had the priesthood, and so had 
his posterity until the time of Solomon’s reign: 
but then the posterity of Eleazar re-asSomed it. 


BOOK VI 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS.—FROM THE DEATH OF ELI TO THE 

DEATH OF SAUL. 


CHAP. I. 

The Destruction that came upon the Philistines , 
and upon their Land, by the JV^ralh of God, on 
account of their having carried the Ark away 
captive; and after what manner they sent it back 
to the Hebrews. 

$ 1. When the Philistines had taken the ark 
of the Hebrews captive, as I said a little before, 
they carried it to the city Ashdod, and put it by j 
their own god who was called Dagon,* as one of 
their spoils; but when they went into his temple, i 
the next morning, to worship their god, they * 
found him paying the same worship to the ark; 
for he lay along, as having fallen down from the 
basis whereon he had stood. So they took him 
up, and set him on his basis again, and were 
much troubled at what had happened; and as 
they frequently came to Dagon, and found him 
still lying along, in a posture of adoration to the 
ark, they were in very great distress and confu¬ 
sion. At length God sent a very destructive dis¬ 
ease upon the city and country of Ashdod, for 
they died of the dysentery or flux, a sore distem¬ 
per, that brought death upon them very sudden¬ 
ly; for before the soul could, as usual in easy 
deaths, be well loosed from the body, they brought 
up their entrails, and vomited up what they had 
eaten, which was entirely corrupted by the dis¬ 
ease. And as to the fruits of tneir country, a 
great multitude of mice arose out of the earth, 
and hurt them, and spared neither the plants nor 
the fruits. JNow while the people of Asndod were 
under these misfortunes, ana were not able to 
support themselves under their calamities, they 
perceived that they suffered thus because of the 
ark, and that the victory they had gotten, and 
their having taken the ark captive, had not hap¬ 
pened for their good; they therefore sent to the 
people of Askelon, and desired that they would 
receive the ark among them. This desire of the 
people of Ashdod was not disagreeable to those 
of Askelon, so they granted them that favor. 
But when they had gotten the ark, they were in 
the same miserable conditiou, for the ark carried 
along with it the disasters that the people of 
Ashdod had suffered, to those who received it 
from them. Those of Askelon also sent it away 
from themselves to others: nor did it stay among 
those others neither, for since they were pursued 
by the same disasters, they still sent it to the 
neighboring cities; so that the ark went round, 
after this manner, to the five cities of the Philis¬ 
tines, as though it exacted these disasters as a 
tribute to be paid it for its coming among them. 

2. When those that had experienced these mi¬ 
series were tired out with them, and when those 


that heard them were taught thereby not to ad¬ 
mit the ark among them, since they paid so dear 
a tribute for it, at length they sought for some 
contrivance and methoa how they might get free 
from it: so the governors of the five cities,Gath, 
and Ekron, and Askelon, as also of Gaza and 
Ashdod, met together, and considered what was 
fit to be done; and at the first they thought pro¬ 
per to send the ark back to its own people, as al¬ 
lowing that God had avenged its cause; that the 
miseries they had undergone came along with it, 
and that these were sent on their cities updn its 
account, and together with it. However, there 
were those that said, they should not do so, nor 
sutler themselves to be deluded, as ascribing the 
cause of their miseries to it, because it could not 
have such a power and force upon them; for had 
God had such a regard to it, it would not have 
been delivered into the hands of men: so they 
exhorted them to be quiet, and to take patiently 
what had befallen them, and to suppose there 
was no other cause of it but nature, which at cer¬ 
tain revolutions of time produces such mutations 
in the bodies of men, in the earth, in plants, and 
in all things that grow out of the earth. But the 
counsel that prevailed over those al-eady de¬ 
scribed, was that of certain men, who were be¬ 
lieved to have distinguished themselves in for¬ 
mer times for their understanding and prudence, 
and who, in their present circumstances, seemed 
above all the rest to speak properlv. These men 
said, it was not right either to send the ark away, 
or to detain it, but to dedicate five golden ima¬ 
ges, one for every city, as a thank-ofl’ering to 
God, on account of his having taken care of their 
preservation, and having kept them alive when 
their lives were likely to be taken away by such 
distempers as they were not able to bear up 
against. They also would have them make five, 
golden mice, like to those that devoured and de¬ 
stroyed their country,! to put them in a bag, and 
lay them upon the ark; to make them a new cart 
also for it, and to yoke milch kine to it.fbutto 
shut up their calves, and keep them from them, 
lest by following after them they should prove a 
hindrance to their dams, and that the dam? 
might return the faster out of a desire of those 
calves; then to drive these milch kine that car¬ 
ried the ark, and leave it at a place where three 
ways met, and to leave it to the kine to go along 
which of those ways they pleased, that in case 
they went the way to the* Hebrews, and ascend¬ 
ed to their country, they should suppose that the 
ark was the cause of their misfortunes; but if 
they turned into another road, they said, “We 
will pursue after it, and conclude it has no such 
force in it.” 


* Dagon, a famous maritime pod or idol, is generally 
supposed to have been like a man above the navel, and 
like a fish beneath it. 

+ Sp.mhniin informs us here, that upon the coins of 
Tenedos, and those of oilier cities, a field mouse is en- 
raven, together with Apollo Smintheus, or Apollo, the 
river away of field mice, on account of his being sup¬ 
posed to have freed certain tracts of ground from those 
mice: which eoins show how great a judgment such 
mice have sometimes been,nnd how the deliverance 
from them was then esteemed the effect of a divine 


power; which observations are highly suitable to this 
history. 

J This device of the Philistines, of having a yoke of 
kine to draw this cart into which they put the ark of the 
Hebrews, is greatly illustrated by Saiichonintho'9 ac¬ 
count, under his ninth generation, that Agroucrus, or 
Agrotes the husbandman, had n much-worshipped sta¬ 
tue nnd temple, carried about by one or more yoke of ox¬ 
en, or kine, in Pho-nicin, in the neighborhood of thesv 
Philistines. See Cumberland’s Sanchoniaiho,p. 27, and 
247, ami Essay on the Old Testament, Append, p. 172. 
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3. So they determined that these men spake 
well; and they immediately continued their 
opinion by doing accordingly. And when they 
had done as has been already described* they 
brought the cart to a place where three ways met, 
and left it there, and went their ways; but the 
kine went the right way, and as if some persons 
had driven them, while the rulers of the Philis¬ 
tines followed after them, as desirous to know 
where they would stand still, and to whom they 
would go. Now there was a certain village of the 
tribe of Judah, whose name was 1 Bethshemesh,’ 
and to that village did the kine go; and though 
there was a great and good plain before them to 
proceed in, they went iio farther, but stopped the 
;art there. This was a sight to those of that 
village, and they were very glad; for it being then 
summer time, and all the inhabitants being then 
in their fields gathering in their fruits, they left 
otF the labors of their hands for joy, as soon as 
they saw the ark, and ran to the cart; and taking 
the ark down, and the vessel that had the images 
in it, and the mice, they set them upon a certain 
rock which was in the plain; and when they had 
offered a splendid sacrifice to God, and feasted, 
they offered the cart and the kine as a burnt-of- 
fenag; and when the lords of the Philistines saw 
this, they returned back. 

4. And now it was that the wrath of God over¬ 
took them, and struck seventy persons dead of 
the village of Bethshemesh,* who, not being 
priests, and so not worthy to touch the ark, had 
approached to it. Those of that village wept for 
these that thu9 suffered, and made such a lamen¬ 
tation as was naturally to be expected on so 
gfeat a misfortune that was sent from God, and 
eyfery one mourned for his own relation. And 
since they acknowledged themselves unworthy 
<jf the ark’s abode with them, they sent to the 
public senate of the Israelites, and informed 
them that the ark was restored by the Philis¬ 
tines; which when they knew, they brought it 
away to Kirjathjearim, a city in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Bethshemesh. In this city lived one 
•Abinadab,’ by birth a Levite, and who was 
greatly commended for his righteous and reli- 

ious course of life; so they brought the ark to 

is house, as to a place fit for God himself to 
abide in, since therein did abide arighteous man. 
His sons also ministered to the divine service of 
the ark, and were the principal curators of it for 
twenty years, for so many years it continued in 
Kitjathiearim, having been but four months with 
the Philistines. 

CHAP. II. 

The Expedition of (he Philistines against the He¬ 
brews, and the Hebrews' Eictory under the Con¬ 
duct of Samuel the Prophet , who was their 

General. 

{ 1. Now while the city of Kirjathiearim had the 
ark with them, the whole body of the people be¬ 
took themselves all the time to offer prayerg and 
sacrifices to God, and appeared greatly concern¬ 
ed and zealous about his worship. So Samuel 
the prophet seeing how ready they were to do 
their duty, thought this a proper time to speak to 
them, while they wore in this good disposition, 
about the recovery of their liberty, ana of the 
blessings that accompanied the same. Accord¬ 
ingly, he used such w'ords to them as he thought 
were most likely to excite that inclination, and 
to persuade them to attempt it: “O you Israel¬ 
ites,’* said he, “to whom tne Philistines are still 
grievous enemies, but to whom God begins to be 

* These 70 tnen, belnj? not so much as Lcvlics, tour li¬ 
ed ihenrkin a rash or profane manner, and were slain 
ly the hand of Cod for such their rashness and profane- 
ness, according to the divine threatenings, Numb. iv. 10. 
20:hut how ourothprropicscometonddsuch an incredi¬ 
ble number as 30,000 In this one town, or small city, 1 
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gracious, it behoves you not only to be desir¬ 
ous of liberty, but to take the proper methods to 
obtain it. Nor are you to be contented with an 
inclination to get clear of your lords and masters, 
while you still do what will procure your contin¬ 
uance under them: be righteous then, and cast 
wickedness out of your souls, and by your wor¬ 
ship supplicate the divine majesty with all youi 
hearts, and persevere in the honor you pay to 
him; for if you act thus, you will enjoy prosper¬ 
ity; you will be freed from your slaver)’, and 
will get the victory over your enemies; which 
blessings it is not possible you should attain 
neither by weapons of war, nor by the strength 
of your bodies, nor by the multitude of your as 
sistants; for God has not promised to grant 
these blessings by those means, but by being 
ood and righteous men; and if you will be such, 

will be security to you for the performance of 
God’s promises.” When Samuel had said thus, 
the multitude applauded his discourse, and were 
pleased with his exhortation to them, and gave 
their consent to resign themselves up to do what 
was pleasing to God. So Samuel gathered them 
together to a certain city named Mizpeh, which 
signifies in the Hebrew tongue, a 4 watch tower;’ 
there they drew water and poured it out to God, 
and fasted all day, and betook themselves to their 
prayers. 

2. This their assembly did not escape the no¬ 
tice of the Philistines: so when they had learned 
that so large a company bad met together, they 
fell upon the Hebrews with a great army and 
mighty forces, as hoping to assault them when 
they did not expect it, nor were prepared for it. 
This thing affrighted the Hebrews, and put them 
into disorder and terror; so they came running to 
Samuel, and said, “that their souls were sunk 
by their fears, and by the former defeat they had 
received, and that thence it was that we lay still, 
lest we should excite the power of our enemies 
against us. Now while thou hast brought us 
hither to offer up our prayers and sacrifices, and 
take oaths, [to be obedient,] our enemies are 
making an expedition against us, while we are 
naked and unarmed; wherefore we have no 
other hope of deliverance but that by thy means, 
aad by tne assistance God shall afford us upon 
thy prayers to him, we shall obtain deliverance 
from the Philistines.” Hereupon Samuel bid 
them be of good cheer, and promised them that 
God would assist them; and taking n sucking 
lamb, he sacrificed it for the multitude, and be¬ 
sought God to hold his protecting hand over 
them when they should fight with the Philistines, 
and not to overlook them, nor suffer them to 
come under a second misfortune. Accordingly, 
God hearkened to his prayers, and accepting 
their sacrifice with a gracious intention, and such 
as was disposed to assist them, he granted them 
victory and power over their enemies. Now 
while the altar had the sacrifice of God upon it, 
and had not yet consumed it wholly by its sacred 
fire, the enemy’s army marched out of their 
camp, and was put in order of battle, and this in 
hope that they should be conquerors, since the 
Jewsf were enught in distressed circumstances, 
as neither having their weapons with them, nor 
being assembled there in order to fight. But 
things so fell out, that they would hardly have 
been credited though they nad been foretold by 
any body; for in tne first place, God disturbed 
the enemies with aa earthquake, nnd moved the 
ground under them to suen a degree, that he 
caused it to tremble, and made them to shake, in¬ 
somuch that, by its trembling, he made some un¬ 
know not. See Dr. Wall’scriiicnl nuicson 1 Sam. vi. 19. 

tThis Is tlie first place,so far ns I remember, in these 
Antiquities, where Josephus Ivecina to call his nation 
Jews, he havin'; hitherto usually, if not constantly, 
callcil them either Hebrews or Israelites. The second 
place soon fullowa, chap. iii. sect. 3. 
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them, while the other wished them all manner 
of happiness also; and when these last put up 
the like prayers, the former praised them. After 
this, curses were denounced upon those that 
should transgress those laws, they answering 
one another alternately, bv way of confirmation 
of what had been said. Moses also wrote their 
blessings and their curses, that they might learn 
them so thoroughly, that they might never be 
forgotten by length’ of time. And when he was 
ready to die, he wrote these blessings and curses 
upon the altar on each side of it;* where he says 
also the people stood, and then sacrificed and 
offered burnt-offerings, though after that day 
they never offered upon it any other sacrifice, 
for it was not lawful so to do. These are the 
constitutions of Moses; and the Hebrew nation 
still live according to them. 

45. On the next day, Moses called the people 
together, with the women and children, to a con¬ 
gregation, so as the very slaves were present 
also, that they might engage themselves to the 
observation of these laws by oath: and that duly 
considering the meaning of God in them, they 
might not, either for favor of their kindred, or 
out of fear of any one, or indeed for any motive 
whatsoever, think any thing ought to be pre¬ 
ferred to these laws,’ and so might transgress 
them. That in case any one of their own blood, 
or any city, should attempt to confound or dis¬ 
solve their constitution of government, they 
should take vengeance upon them, both all in 
general, and each person in particular; and when 
they had conquered them, should overturn their 
city to the very foundations, and, if possible, 
should not leave the least footsteps of such mad¬ 
ness: but that if they were not able to take such 
vengeance, they should still demonstrate, that 
what was done was contrary to their wills. So 
the multitude bound themselves by oath so to do. 

46. Moses taught them also by what means 
their sacrifices might be most acceptable to God; 
and how they should go forth to war, making use 
of the stones [in the high priest’s breastplate] for 
their direction,! as I have before signified. Joshua 
also prophesied while Moses was present. And 
when Moses had recapitulated whatsoever he had 
done for the preservation of the people, both in 
their wars and in peace, and had composed them 
a body of laws, and procured them an excellent 
form of government, he foretold, as God had de¬ 
clared tQ him, “That if they transgressed that 
institution for the worship of God, they should 
experience the following miseries: their land 
should be full of weapons of war from their ene¬ 
mies, and their cities should be overthrown, and 
their temple should be burnt; that they should 
be sold for slaves to such men as would have no 
pity on them in their afflictions: that they would 
then repent, when that repentance woulJ noway 
profit them under their sufferings. Yet (said he) 
will that God who founded your nation, restore 
your cities to your citizens, with their temple 
also, and you shall lose these advantages not 
once only, but often.” 

47. Now when Moses had encouraged Joshua 
to lead out the army against the Canaanites, by 
telling him that God would assist him in all his 
undertakings, and had blessed the w'hole multi¬ 
tude, he said, “Since 1 am going to my forefa¬ 
thers, and God has determined that this should 
be the day of my departure to them, I return 

* Of the exact place where this altar was to be built, 
whether nearer Mount Gcri/./.im or Mount Ebai, ac¬ 
cording to Josephus, see Essay on the Old Testament, 
p. 168—171. 

| I)r. Bernard well observes here, how unfortunate this 
neglect of consulting the Uritn was to Joshua himself, 
in the case of the Gibeonitcs, w ho put a trick upon him, 
and ensnared him, together with the rest of the Jewish 
rulers, with a solemn oath to preserve them, contrary to 
his commission to extirpate all the Canaanites root and 


him thanks while I am still alive, and present 
with you, for that providence he hath exercised 
over you, which hath not only delivered us from 
the miseries we lay under, but hath bestowed a 
state of prosperity upon us; as also, that he hath 
assisted me in the pains i took, and in all the 
contrivances I had in mv care about you, in or¬ 
der to better your condition, and hath on all oc¬ 
casions showed himself favorable to us; or ra¬ 
ther he it was who first conducted our affairs, and 
brought them to a happy conclusion, by making 
use of me as a vicarious general under him, and 
as a minister in those matters wherein he was 
willing to do you good: on which account I think 
it proper to bless that divine Power which will 
take care of you for the time to come, and this 
in order to repay the debt which I owe him, and 
to leave behind me a memorial that we are obli¬ 
ged to worship and honor him, and to keep 
those laws which are the most excellent gift of 
all those he hath already bestowed upon us, or 
which, if he continue favorable to us, he will be¬ 
stow upon us hereafter. Certainly a human le¬ 
gislator is a terrible enemy, when his laws are 
affronted,and are made to no purpose. And may 
you never experience that displeasure of God, 
which will be the consequence of the neglect of 
these his laws, which he, who is your Creator, 
hath given you!” 

48. When Moses had spoken thus at the end 
of his life, and had foretold what would befall to 
every one of their tribes afterward,] with the ad¬ 
dition of a blessing to them, the multitude tell 
into tears, insomuch that even the women, by 
beating their breasts, made manifest the deep 
concern they had when he was about to die. The 
children also lamented still more, as not able to 
contain their grief; and thereby declared, that 
even at their age they were sensible of his vir¬ 
tue, and mighty deeds: and truly there seemed 
to be a strife between theyoun^and the old, who 
should most grieve for him. y rhe old grieved., 
because they knew what a careful protector they 
were to be deprived of, and so lamented their fu¬ 
ture state; but the young grieved not only for 
that, but also because it so happened that they 
were to be left by him before they had well 
tasted of his virtue. Now one may make a guess 
at the excess of this sorrow and lamentation of 
the multitude, from what happened to the legis¬ 
lator himself; for although he was always per¬ 
suaded that he ought ;iot to be cast down at the 
approach of death, since the undergoing it was 
agreeable to the will of God, and the law of na¬ 
ture, yet what the people did, so overbore him, 
that he w'ept himself. Now as he went thence to 
the place where he was to vanish out of their 
sight, they all followed after him weeping, but 
Moses beckoned with his hand to those that were 
remote from him, and bade them stay behind in 
quiet, while he exhorted those that were near to 
hnn that they would not render his departure so 
lamentable. Whereupon they thought they ought 
to grant him that favor, to let him depart ac¬ 
cording as he himself desired, so they restrained 
themselves, though weeping still toward one ano¬ 
ther. All those who accompanied him, were the 
senate, and Eleazar the high priest, and Joshua 
their commander. Now as soon as they were 
come to the mountain called ‘ Abarim,’ (which is 
a very high mountain situate over against Jeri¬ 
cho, and one that affords to such as are upon it a 

branch; which oath he and the other rulers durst never 
break. See Scripture Politics, p. 55, 56; and this snare 
they were brought into because they “ did notask coun¬ 
sel at the mouth of the Lord.” Josh, ix, 14. 

] Since Josephus assures us here, as is most naturally 
to be supposed, and astlic Septuagint gives Die text. 
Dent, xxxiii. 6; that Moses blessed every one of the tribes 
of Israel, it is evident that Simeon was not omitted in 
his copy, as it unhappily now is, both in our Hebrew 
and Samaritan copies. 
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f irospect of the greatest part of the excellent 
and of Canaan,) he dismissed the senate: and 
as he was going to embrace Eleazar and Joshua, 
and was still discoursing with them, a cloud stood 
over him on the sudden, and he disappeared in a 
certain vallev, although he w r rote in the holy 
books that he died, which was done out of fear 
lest they should venture to say, that because of 
his extraordinary virtue he went to God. 

49. Now Moses lived in all one hundred and 
twentyyears; a third part of which time, abating 
one month, he was the people’s ruler; and he 
died on the last month of the year, which is 
called by the Macedonians ‘Dystrus,’ but by us 
* Adar,’ on the first day of the month. He was 
one that exceeded all men that ever were, in un¬ 
derstanding, and made the best use of what that 
understanding suggested to him. He had a ver}' 
graceful way of speaking, in addressing the 
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multitude, and, as to his other qualifications, he 
had such a full command of his passions, as if 
he hardly had an}' such in his soul, and only 
knew them by their names, as rather perceiving 
them in other men than in himself. He was also 
such a general of an army, as is seldom seen, as 
well as such a prophet as was never known, and 
this to such a degree, that whatsoever he pro¬ 
nounced you would think you heard the voice of 
God himself. So the people mourned for him 
thirty days: nor did ever any grief so’deeply af¬ 
fect the Hebrews as did this upon the death of 
Moses: nor were those that had experienced his 
conduct the only persons that desired him, but 
those also that perused the laws he left behind 
him, had a strong desire after him, and by them 
gathered the extraordinary virtue he was master 
of. And this shall suffice for the declaration of 
the manner of the death of Moses. 


BOOK V. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FOUR HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX YEARS.—FROM THE 
DEATH OF MOSES TO THE DEATH OF ELI. 


CHAP. I. 

How Joshua, the Commander of the Hebrews , 

made War with the Canaanites , and overcame 

them , and destroyed them , and divided their 

Land by Lot to the Tribes of Israel. 

$ 1. Whex Moses w as taken away from among 
men, in the manner already described, and when 
all the solemnities belonging to the mourning for 
him were finished, and the sorrow for him was 
over, Joshua commanded the multitude to get 
themselves ready for an expedition. He also 
sent spies to Jericho, to discover what forces they 
had, and what were their intentions; but he put 
his camp in order, as intending soon to pass over 
Jordan at a proper season. And calling to him 
the rulers of the tribe of Reubcl, and the gover¬ 
nors of the tribe of Gad, and [the half tribe of] 
Manasseh, for half of this tribe had been per¬ 
mitted to have their habitation in the country of 
the Amo rites, which was the seventh part of the 
land of Canaan,* he put them in mind what they 
had promised Moses; and he exhorted them, 
that for the sake of the care that Moses had ta¬ 
ken of them, who had never been weary of ta¬ 
king pains for them, no, not when lie was dying, 
and tor the sake of the public welfare, they 
would prepare themselves, and readily perform 
what they had promised; so he took fifty thou¬ 
sand of them who followed him, and he marched 
from Abila to Jordan, sixty furlongs. 

2. Now when he had pitched his camp, the 
spies came to him immediately, well acquainted 
with the whole state of the Canaanites: for, at 

* The Amoritcs were one of the seven nations of Ca¬ 
naan. Hence Reland is willing tosuppose that Josephus 
did not here mean that their land beyond Jordan was a 
seventh part oftlie whole land ofCanaan, hut meant the 
Amorites ns a seventh nation. Ilis reason is, that Jose¬ 
phus, as well as our biblcs, generally distinguish the land 
beyond Jordan from the land of Canaan; nor can it he 
denied, that in strictness they were dilferent; yet after 
two tribes and a half of the twelve tribes came to inherit 
It, it might, in a general way altogether, he well included 
under the land of t’unaan, or Palestine, or Judea; of 
which we have a clear example here before ns in Jose¬ 
phus, whose words evidently imply, that taking the 
wholclandofCanaan,or that inhabited by all the twelve, 
tribes togethor, and parting It Into seven parts, the part 
beyond Jordan waa in quantity of ground one-seventh 
part of the whale. And tills well enough agrees to Re- 
land’aown map of that country, although this land 
beyond Jordan was so peculiarly fruitful and good for 
pasturage, ns the two tribes nnd a half look noiice, 
Numb, xxxii. 1, 4,1G, lhat it maintained about a fiflh 
part oftlie whole people. 

^ T It plainly appears by the history of these spies, and 


first, before they were at all discovered, they 
took a full view of the city of Jericho without 
disturbance, and saw which parts of the walls 
were strong, and which parts were otherwise, 
and indeed insecure, ana which of the gates 
were so weak as might afford an entrance to 
their army'. Now those that met them took no 
notice of them when they saw them, and suppo¬ 
sed they were only strangers, who used to be 
very curious in observing every thing in the city, 
and did not take them for enemies; but at even 
they retired to a certain inn that was near to the 
wall, whither they went to eat their supper: 
which supper when they had done, and were 
considering how to get away, information was 
given to the king as he was at supper, that 
there were some persons come from the He¬ 
brews’ camp, to view the city as spies, and that 
they were in the. inn kept by Rahab, and were 
very r solicitous that they might not be discover¬ 
ed; so he sent immediately some to them, and 
commanded to catch them, and bring them to 
him, that lie might examine them by torture, 
and learn what their business was there. As 
soon as Rahab understood that these messengers 
were coming, she hid the spies under the stalks 
of flax which were laid to dry on the top of her 
house, and said to the messengers that were sent 
by' the king, that certain unknown strangers had 
supped with her a little before sunsetting, and 
were gone away, who might easily be taken if 
they were any terror to the city, or likely to 
bring any danger to the king: so thtse messen¬ 
gers being thus deluded by the woman, f and sus- 

thc inn keeper Rahab’s deception of the king of Jericho’s 
messengers, by telling them what was false, in order to 
save the lives of the spies, and yet the great rommenda* 
lion of her faith and good works in the New Testament, 
Ileb. xi. 31; James ii. 23, as well as by many other pa¬ 
rallel examples both in the Old Testament and in Jose¬ 
phus, that tlie best men did not then scruple to deceive 
those public enemies, who might justly be destroyed; 
as also might deceive ill men in order to save life, and 
deliver themselves from the tyranny of their unjust 
oppressors, and ihis by telling direct falsehoods; I mean 
nil this where no oath was demanded of them, other¬ 
wise they never durst venture on such u procedure. 
Nor was Josephus himselfof any other opinion or prac¬ 
tice, ns I shall remark in the note on Antiq. b. ix. chap, 
iv. seel. 3, and observe, tbnt I still cal! this woman Ra¬ 
hab, an innkeeper, not a harlot, the whole of this histo¬ 
ry both in our copies, and esperally in Josephus, im¬ 
plying no more. It was indeed so frequent a thing, 
that women who were innkeepers were also harlots, or 
inaintainers of harlots, thatthe word commonly used for 
real harlots was usually given them. Sec Dr Bernard’* 
note here, and Judges xi. 1, and Anti. b. v. ch vil. sect. 8 
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peering no imposition, went their ways without 
so much, as searching the inn, but they immedi¬ 
ately pursued them along those roads which they 
most probably supposed them to have gone, and 
particularly those which led to the river, but 
could hear no tidings of them; so they left off the 
pains of any farther pursuit. But when the tu¬ 
mult was over, Rahab brought the men down, 
and desired them, as soon as they should have 
obtained possession of the land of Canaan, when 
it would be in their power to make her amends 
for her preservation of them, to remember what 
danger she had undergone for their sakes; for 
that if she had been caught concealing them, she 
could not have escaped a terrible destruction, 
she and all her famity with her, and so bid them 
go home: and desired them to swear to her, to 
preserve her and her family, when they should 
take the city, and destroy all its inhabitants, as 
they had decreed to do, for so far she said she 
had been assured by those divine miracles of 
which she had been informed. So these spies 
acknowledged, that they owed her thanks for 
what she had done already, and withal swore to 
requite her kindness; not only in words but in 
deeds: but they gave her this advice, that when 
she should perceive that the city was about to be 
taken, she snould put her goods, and all her fa¬ 
mily, by way of security, in her inn, and to hang 
out scarlet threads before her doors, [or win¬ 
dows,] that the commander of the Hebrews 
might know her house, and take care to do her 
no harm; for, said they, we will inform him of 
this matter, because of the concern thou hast had 
to preserve us: but if any one of thy family fall 
in the battle, do not thou blame us; and we be¬ 
seech that God, by whom we have sworn, not 
then to be displeased with us, as though we had 
broken our oaths. So these men, when they had 
made this agreement, went away, letting them¬ 
selves down by a rope from the wall, and escaped, 
and came and told their own people whatsoever 
they had done in their journey to this city. 
Joshua also told Eleazar, the high priest, and the 
senate, what the spies had sworn to Rahab, who 
confirmed what had been sworn. 

3. How, while Joshua the commander was in 
fear about their passing over Jordan, for the 
river ran with a strong current, and could not 
be passed over with bridges, for there never had 
been bridges laid over it hitherto, and while he 
suspected, that if he should attempt to make a 
bridge, that the enemies would not afford him time 
to perfect it, and as.for ferry-boats, they had none, 
God promised so to dispose of the river, that they 
might pass over it, and that by taking away the 
main part of its waters. So Joshua, after two 
days, caused the army and the whole multitude 
to pass over in the manner following: the priests 
went first of all, having the ark with them; then 
went the Levites, bearing the tabernacle and the 
vessels which belonged to the sacrifices; after 
which the entire multitude followed according to 
their tribes, having their children and their wives 
in the midst of them, as being afraid for them 
lest they should be borne away by the stream. 
But as soon as the priests had entered the river 
first, it appeared fordable, the depth of the water 
being restrained, and the sand appearing at the 
bottom, because the current was neither so 
fctrong nor so swift as to carry it away by its 
force: so they all passed over the river without 
fear, finding it to be in the very same state as 
God had foretold he would'put it in: but the 
priests stood still in the midst of the river till the 
multitude should be passed over, and should get 
to the shore iu safety; and when all were gone 
over, the priests came out also, and permitted 
the current to run freely, as it used to do before. 
Accordingly, the river, as soon as the Hebrews 
were come out of it, arose again presently, and 
came to its own proper magnitude as before. 
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4. So the Hebrews went on farther fifty fur¬ 
longs, and pitched their camp at the distance of 
ten furlongs from Jericho; but Joshua built an 
altar of those stones, which all the heads of the 
tribes, at the command of the prophet, had 
taken out of the deep, to be afterward a me¬ 
morial of the division of the stream of this river 
and upon it offered sacrifice to God; and in that 
place celebrated the passover, and had great 
plenty of all the things which they wanted hi¬ 
therto, for they reaped the corn of the Canaan- 
ites, which was now ripe, and took other things 
as prey, for then it was that their former food, 
which was manna, and of which they had eaten 
forty years, failed them. 

5. How, while the Israelites did this, and the 
Canaanites did not attack them, but kept them¬ 
selves quiet within their own walls, Joshua re¬ 
solved to besiege them; so on the first day of the 
feast [of the passover] the priests carried the 
ark round about, with some part of the armed 
men to be a guard to it. These priests went for¬ 
ward, blowing with their seven trumpets, and 
exhorted the army to be of good courage, and 
went round about the city, with the senate fol¬ 
lowing them; and when the priests had only 
blown with the trumpets, for they did nothing 
more at all, they returned to the camp. And 
when they had done this for six days, on the 
seventh Joshua gathered together the armed 
men, and all the people together, and told them 
this good tiding, that the city should now be 
taken, since God would on that day give it them 
by the falling down of the walls, and this of their 
own accord, and without their labor. However, 
he charged them to kill every one they should 
take, and not to abstain from' the slaughter of 
their enemies, either for weariness, or for pity, 
and not to fall on the spoil, and be thereby di¬ 
verted from pursuing their enemies, as they ran 
away; but to destroy all the animals, and to take 
notHing for their own peculiar advantage. He 
commanded them also to bring together all the 
silver and gold, that it might be set apart as 
first-fruits uuto God out of this glorious exploit, 
as haviug gotten them from the city they first 
took; only that they should save Rahab and her 
kindred alive, because of the oath which the 
spies had sworn to her. 

6. When he had said this, and had set hi'j 
army in order, he brought it against the city; so 
they went round the city again, the ark going 
before them, and the priests encouraging the 

E eople to be zealous in tlie work; and when they 
ad gone round it seven times, and had stood still 
a little, the wall fell down, while no instruments 
of war, nor any other force, was applied to it by 
the Hebrews. 

7. So they entered into Jericho, and slew all 
the men that were therein, while they were af¬ 
frighted at the surprising overthrow of the walls, 
and their courage was become useless, and they 
were not able to defend themselves; so they 
were slain, and their throats cut, some in the 
ways, and others as caught in their houses; 
nothing afforded them assistance, but they all 
perished, even to the women and the children, 
and the city was filled with dead bodies, and not 
one person escaped. They also burnt the whole 
city and the country about it; but they saved 
alive Rahab and her family, who had fled to 
her inn. And when she was brought to him, 
Joshua owned to her that they owed her thanks 
for her preservation of the spies. So he said ht> 
would not appear to be behind her in his bene¬ 
faction to her; whereupon he gave her certain 
lands immediately, and had her in great esteem 
ever afterward. 

8. And if any part of the city escaped the fire, 
he overthrew it from the foundation; and he 
denounced a curse against its inhabitants, if any 
one should desire to rebuild it, how, upon his 
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laying the foundation of the walls, he should be 
deprived of his eldest son, and upon finishing it, 
he should lose his youngest son. But what hap¬ 
pened hereupon we shall speak of hereafter.^ 

9. Now there was an immense quantity of sil¬ 
ver and gold, and besides those, of brass also, 
that was heaped together out of the. city when it 
was taken, no one transgressing the decree, nor 
purloining for their own peculiar advantage; 
which spoils Joshua delivered to the priests, to 
be laid up among their treasures. And thus did 
Jericho perish. 

10. But there was one ‘ Achar,’f the son [of 
Charmi, the son] of Zebedias, of the tribe of 
Judah, who, finding a royal garment woven en¬ 
tirely of gold, and a piece ot gold that weighed 
two hundred shekels,! and thinking it a very 
hard case, that what spoils he, by running some 
hazard, had found, he must give away, and offer 
it to God, who stood in no need of it, while he 
that wanted it must go without it, made a deep 
ditch in his own tent, and laid them up therein, as 
supposing he should not only be concealed from 
his fellow-soldiers, but from God himself also. 

H. Now, the place where Joshua pitched his 
camp was called ‘Gilgal,’ w hich denotes ‘ liber¬ 
ty ;*{ for since notv they had passed over Jordan, 
they looked upon themselves as freed from the 
miseries which they had undergone from the 
Egyptians, and in the wilderness. 

12. Now, a few days after the calamity that 
befell Jericho, Joshua sent three thousand armed 
men to take Ai, a city situate above Jericho; 
but upon the fight of the people of Ai with them 
they were driven back, and lost thirty-six of 
their men. When this was told the Israelites, it 
made them very sad, and exceedingly disconso¬ 
late, not so much because of the relation the 
men that were destroyed bare to them, though 
those that were destroyed were all good men, 
and deserved their esteem, as by the despair it 
occasioned; for while they believed that they 
were already, in effect, in possession of the land, 
and should bring back the army out of the bat¬ 
tles without loss, as God had promised before¬ 
hand, they now saw unexpectedly their enemies 
bold with success; so they put, sackcloth over 
their garments, and continued in tears and lamen¬ 
tation all the day, without the least inquiry after 
food,but laid what had happened greatly to heart. 

13. When Joshua saw the army so much af¬ 
flicted, and possessed with forebodings of evil as 
to their whole expedition, be used freedom with 
God, and said, “We are not come thus far out 
of any rashness of our own, as though we thought 
ourselves able to subdue this land with our own 
weapons, but at the instigation of Moses thy ser¬ 
vant for this purpose, because thou hast promis¬ 
ed us by many signs, that thou wouldst give us 
this land for a possession, and that thou wouldst 
make our nrmy always superior in war to our 
vnemies, and accordingly some success has al¬ 
ways attended upon us, agreeably to thy promis¬ 
es; but because we have now unexpectedly 
been foiled, and have lost some men out of our 

♦Upon occasion of this devotion of Jericho to de¬ 
struction, and the exemplary punishment of Achnr, 
who broke that ‘cliercm’or ‘anathema,’ and of the 
punishment of the future breaker of 1 Kings 

xvi. 34, ns nlso of the punishment of Paul, for breaking 
the like chcrein, or anathema, against the Amalckites, 
3 Sam. xv. we may observe what was the true meaning 
of that law. Lev. x.wii. 2d. “None devoted, which 
shall be devoted of men, shall be redeemed; but slmll 
eurcly he put io death.*’ i. e. whenever any of the Jews’ 
public enemies bad been for their wickedness,solemnly 
devoted to destruction, according to the divine cotn- 
il mand, as were generally the seven wicked nations of 
| Canaan, nnd those, sinners the Amalckites, 1 Sam, xv. 
i 18, It was utterly unlawful to permit those enemies to 
be redeemed, but they were to lie nil utterly destroyed. 
Sfe nbo Numb, xxi 2,3. 

f That the name of this thief was not Achan , as In 


army, we are grieved at it, as fearing what t.hon 
hast promised us, and what Moses foretold ns, 
cannot be depended on by us; and our future 
expectation troubles us the more, because we 
have met with such a disaster in this our first at¬ 
tempt. But do thou, O Lord, free us from these 
suspicions, for thou art able to find a cure for 
these disorders, by giving us victory, which will 
both take away the grief we are in at present, 
and prevent our distrust as to what is to come.” 

14. These intercessions Joshua put up to God, 
as he lay prostrate on his face: whereupon God 
answered him, “That he should rise up and pu¬ 
rify his host from the pollution which was got 
into it: that things consecrated to me have been 
impudently stolen from me: and that this has 
been the occasion why this defeat has happened 
to them; and that when they should search out 
and punish the offender, he would ever take care 
they should have the victory over their enemies.” 
This Joshua told the people; and calling for Elea- 
zar the high priest, and the men in authority, he 
cast lots, tribe by tribe, and when the lot showed 
that this wicked action was done by one of the 
tribe of Judah, he then again proposed the lot to 
the several families thereto belonging, so the 
truth of this wicked action was found to belong 
to the family of Zachar; and when the inquiry 
was made man by mao, they took Achar, who 
upon God’s reducing him to a terrible extremity, 
could not deny the fact; so he confessed the theft, 
and produced what he had taken in the midst of 
them, whereupon he was immediately put to 
death; and attained no more than to be buried- 
in the night in a disgraceful manner, and such as 
was suitable to a condemned malefactor. 

15. When Joshua had thus purified the host, 
he led them against Ai; ond having by night laid 
an ambush round about the city, he attacked the 
enemies as soon as it was day; but as they ad¬ 
vanced boldly against the Israelites, because of 
their former victory, he made them believe he 
retired, and by that means drew them a great 
way from the city, they still supposing that they 
were pursuing their enemies, and despised them 
as though the case bad been the same with that 
in the former battle; after which Joshua ordered 
his forces to turn about, and placed them against 
their front: he then made the signals agreed 
upon to those that lay in ambush, and so excited 
them to fight; so they ran suddenly into the city, 
the inhabitants being upon the walls, nay, others 
of them being in perplexity, and coining to see 
those that were without the gates. Accordingly, 
these men took the city, and slew all that they 
met with, but Joshua forced those that came 
against him, to come to a close fight, and dis¬ 
comfited them, and made them run away; and 
when they were driven towards the city, and 
thought it had not been touched, as soon as they 
saw it was taken, and percebed it was burnt, 
with their wives and children, they wandered 
about the fields in a scattered condition, and were 
noway able, to defend themselves, because they 
had none to support them. Now when this ca- 

tlie common copies, but Achar , as here in Josephus, and 
in ihc Apostolical Cnnstitut. B. vii.cli. ii. and elsewhere, 
is evident by the allusion to thnt name in the curse of 
Joshua, “ Why hast ihon troubled us? The Lord shall 
trouble thee:” where Ihc Hebrew words allude only to 
the name Achar, bui not Achan. Accordingly this val¬ 
ley of Achar, or Ac.lior, was, nnd is a known place, a 
little norih of Gilgal,so called from the days of Joshua 
till this day. Sec Josh. vii. 2G; Isa. Ixv. 10; Ilos.ii. 15; 
nnd Dr. Bernard's notes here. 

t Here Dr. Bernard very justly observes, that a few 
words nrc dropped out of Josephus’s copies, on account 
of ihc repetition of the word shekels, and that it ought 
to he read thus: “A piece of gold thnt weighed 50 shek¬ 
els, and one of silver that weighed 200 shekels,’’ as in 
our oilier copies, Joshua vii. 21. 

$ I agree here wilh Dr. Bernard,and npproveof Joee 
phus’s interpretation of Gilgal fat liberty. See Josh, v 9 
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CHAP. VI. 

How the Fhilistines made another Expedition 
against the Hebrews , and were beaten. 

$ 1. Now Saul chose out of the multitude 
about three thousand men, and he took two 
thousand of them to be the guards of his own 
body, and abode in the city of Bethel; and he 
gave the rest of them to Jonathan his son to be 
the guards of his body; and sent them toGibeah, 
where he besieged and took a certain garrison 
of the Philistines, not far from Gilgal, for the 
Philistines of Gibeah had beaten the Jews, and 
taken their weapons away, and had put garrisons 
into the strongest places of the country, and had 
forbidden them to carry any instrument of iron, 
or at all to make use of any iron in any case 
whatsoever. And on account of this prohibition 
it was, that the husbandmen, if they had occa¬ 
sion to sharpen any of their tools, whether it 
were the coulter or the spade, or any instrument 
of husbandry, they came to the Philistines to do 
it. Now as soon as the Philistines heard of this 
slaughter of their garrison, they were in a rage 
about it, and looking on this contempt as a terri¬ 
ble affiont offered them, they made war against 
the Jews, with three hundred thousand footmen, 
and thirty thousand chariots, and six. thousand 
horses, and they pitched their camp at the city 
of Michmash. When Saul, the king of the He¬ 
brews, was informed of this, he went down to 
the city of Gilgal, and made proclamation over 
all the country, that they should try to regain 
their liberty; and called them to the war against 
the Philistines, diminishing their forces, and de¬ 
spising them as not very considerable, and as not 
so great but that they might hazard a battle 
with them. But when the people about Saul 
observed how numerous the Philistines were, 
they were under a great consternation; and some 
of them hid themselves in caves, and in dens 
under ground, but the greater part fled into the 
land beyond Jordan, which belonged to Gad and 
Paubel. 

2. But Saul sent to the prophet, and called him 
to consult with him about the war, and the pub¬ 
lic affairs: so he commanded him to stay there 
for him, and to prepare sacrifices, for he would 
come to him within seven days, that they might 
offer sacrifices on the seventh day, ana might 
then join battle with their enemies. So he wait¬ 
ed,* as the prophet sent to him to do, yet did 
not he, however, observe the command that was 
given him; but when he saw that the prophet 

* Saul seems to have stayed till near the time of the 
evening sacrifice, on the seventh day, which Samuel 
the prophet of God had appointed him,but not till lhe 
end of that day, as he ought to have done; and Samuel 
appears, by delaying to come till the full time of the 
evening sacrifice on that seventh day, to have tried him 
(who seems to have been already for some time decli¬ 
ning from his strict and bounden subordination to God 
and his prophet, to have taken life-guards for himself 
and his son, which was entirely n nevv thing in Israel, 
and savored of a distrust of God’s providence, and to 
have affected more than he ought that independent 
authority which the Pagan kings took to themselves:) 
Samuel, I say, seems to have here tried Saul, whether 
he would stay till the priest came, who alone could law¬ 
fully offer the sacrifices, or would boldly and profanely 
usurp the priest’s office; which he venturing upon, was 
justly rejected for his profaneness. SeeConstit. Apost. 
B. ii. ch. xxvii. And indeed since Saul had accepted 
kingly power, which naturally becomes ungovernable 
and tyrannical, as God foretold, and the experience of 
all ages has shown, the divine settlement by Moses had 
soon been laid aside under the kings, bad not God, by 
keeping strictly to his laws, and severely executing the 
threateningsthereincontained,restrained Saul and other 
kings in some degree of obedience to himself. Nor was 
even this severity sufficient to restrain most of the fu¬ 
ture kings of Israel and Judah from the grossest idolatry 
and impiety. Of the advantage of which strictness inthc 
observing divine laws and inflicting their threatened 
penalties, see Antiq. B. vi. ch. xii. sect. 7. and contra 
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tarried longer than he expected, and that he was 
deserted by the soldiers, he took the sacrifices 
and offered them; and when he heard that Samuel 
was come, he went out to meet him. But the 
prophet said he had not done well in disobeying 
the injunctions he had sent to him, and had not 
stayed till his coining, which being appointed 
according to the will of God, he had prevented 
him in offering up those prayers, and those sacri¬ 
fices, that he should have made for the multi¬ 
tude, and that he therefore had performed di¬ 
vine offices in an ill manner, and had been rash 
in performing them. Hereupon Saul made an 
apology for himself, and said, “That he had 
waited as many days as Samuel had appointed 
him; that he had been so quick in offering his 
sacrifices, upon account of the necessity he was 
in, and because his soldiers were departing from 
him, out of their fear of the enemy’s camp at 
Michmash, the report being gone abroad that 
they were coming down upon him to Gilgal.” 
To which Samuel replied, “Nay, certainly, if 
thou hadst been a righteous man,f and hadst not 
disobeyed me, nor slighted the commands which 
God suggested to me concerning the present 
state of affairs, and hadst not acted more hastily 
than the present circumstances required, thou 
wouldst have been permitted to reign a long 
time, and thy posterity after thee.” So Samuel, 
being grieved at what had happened, returned 
home: but Saul came to the city Gibeah, with 
his son Jonathan, having only six hundred men 
with him; and of these the greater part had no 
weapons, because of the scarcity of iron in that 
country, as well as of those that could make 
such weapons; for, as we showed a little before, 
the Philistines had not suffered them to have 
such iron, or such workmen. Now the Philis¬ 
tines divided their army into three companies, 
and took as many roads, and laid waste the coun¬ 
try of the Hebrews, while kiug Saul and hia 
son Jonathan saw what was done, but were not 
able to defend the land, as no more than six 
hundred men were with them. But as he and 
his son, and Abiah the high priest, who was of the 
posterity of Eli the high priest, were sitting 
upon a pretty high hill, and seeing the land laid 
waste, they were mightily disturbed at it. Now 
Saul’s son agreed with his armor-bearer, that 
they would go privately to the enemy's camp, 
and make a tumult and a disturbance among 
them. And when the armor-bearer had readily 

f iromised to follow him whithersoever he should 
ead him, though he should be obliged to die in 

Apion, B. ii. sect. 30, where Josephus speaks of that 
matter; though it must be noted, that it seems, at least in 
three instances, that good men did not always immedi¬ 
ately approve of such divine severity. There seems to 
he one instance, 1 Sam. vi. 19,20; another, 1 Sam. xv. 
13; and a third. 2 Sam. vi. 8, 9; Antiq. B. vi. ch. vii. 
sect. 2; though they all at last acquiesced in the divine 
conduct, ns knowing that Ood is wiser than men. 

t By this answer of Samuel, and that from a divine 
commission, which is fuller in 1 Sam. xiii. 14; and by 
that parallel note in the Apostolical Constitutions just 
now quoted, concerning the great wickedness of Saul in 
venturing, even under a seeming necessity of affairs, to 
usurp the priest’s office, nnd offer sacrifice without the 
priest, we are in some degree able to answer that ques¬ 
tion, which I have ever thought a very hard one. viz. 
Whether, if there were a city or country of lay Chris¬ 
tians, without any clergyman, it were lawful for the 
laity alone to baptize,or celebrate the cucharist, Jtc. or 
indeed whether they alone could ordain themselves 
either hishops, priests, or deacons, for the due perform¬ 
ance of such sacerdotal ministrations? or, whether they 
ought not rather, till they procure clergymen to come 
among them, to confine themselves within those bounds 
of piety and Christianity which belong alone to tbe lai¬ 
ty? such particularly as are ‘recoma^nded in the first 
book of the Apostolical Constitutions, which peculiarly 
concern the laity, and are intimated in Clement’s un¬ 
doubted epistle sect 40; to which latter opinion I in¬ 
cline. 
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the attempt, Jonathan made use of the young 
man’s assistance, and descended from the hill, 
and went to their enemies. Now the enemy’s 
camp was upon a precipice, which had three 
tops, that ended in a small but sharp and long 
extremity, while there was a rock that surround¬ 
ed them, like lines made to prevent the attacks 
of an enemy. There it so happened that the 
out-guards of the camp were neglected, because 
of the security that here arose from the situation 
of the place, and because they thought it alto¬ 
gether impossible, not only to ascend up to the 
camp on that quarter, but so much as to come 
near it. As soon, therefore, as they came to the 
camp, Jonathan encouraged his armor-bearer, 
and said to him, “Let us attack our enemies; 
and if, when they see us, they bid us come up to 
them, take that for a signal of victory ; but if 
they say nothing, as not intending to invite us to 
come up, let us return back again.” So when 
they were approaching to tbe enemy’s camp, 
just after break of day, and the Philistines saw 
them, they said one to another, “The Hebrews 
come out of theirdens and caves;” and they said 
to Jonathan and to his armor-bearer, “Come 
on, ascend up to us, that we may inflict a just 
punishment upon you for your rash attempt upon 
us.” So Saul’s son accepted of that invitation, 
as what signified to him victory, and he imme¬ 
diately came out of the place whence they were 
seen by their enemies; so he changed his place, 
and caine to the rock which had none to guard 
it, because of its own strength: from thence 
they crept up with great labor and difficulty, 
and so far overcame by force the nature of the 
place, till they were able to fight with their ene¬ 
mies. So they fell upon them a9 they were 
asleep, and slew about twenty of them, and 
thereby filled them with disorder and surprise, 
insomuch that some of them threw away their 
entire armor and fled, but the greater part not 
knowing one another, because they were of dif¬ 
ferent nations, suspected one another to be ene¬ 
mies, (for they dia not imagine there were only 
two of the Hebrews that came up,) and so they 
fought one against another; and some of them 
died in battle, and some, as they were flying 
away, were thrown down from the rock headlong. 

3. Now Saul’s watchmen told the king, that 
the camp of the Philistines was in confusion; 
then he inquired whether any body was gone 
away from the army? and when he heard that 
his son, and with him his armor-bearer, were 
absent, he bid the high priest take the garments 
of his high priesthood, and prophesy to him what 
success they should have; who said, “That they 
should get the victory, and prevail against their 
enemies." So he went out after the Philistines, 
and set upon them as they were slaving one 
another. Those also came running to Vim, who 
had fled to dens and caves, upon hearing that 
Saul was gaining a victory. Wnen therefore the 
number ol the Hebrews that came to Saul 
amounted to about ten thousand, he pursued the 
enemy, who were scattered all over the country; 
but then he fell into an action, which was a very 
unhappy one, and liable to be very much blamed; 
for whether out of ignorance, or whether out of 
joy for a victory gained so strangely, for it fre¬ 
quently happens that persons so fortunate are 
not then able to me their reason consistently, as 
he was desirous to avenge himself, and to exact 
a due punishment of the Philistines, he de¬ 


nounced a curse on the Hebrews,* “That if any 
one put a stop to his slaughter of the enemy, and 
fell on eating, and left off the slaughter of the 
pursuit before the night came on, and obliged 
them so to do, he should be accursed.” Now af 
ter Saul had denounced this curse, since they 
were now in a wood belonging to the tribe ot 
Ephraim, which was thick and full of bees, 
Saul’s son, who did not hear his father denounce 
that curse, nor hear of the approbation the mul¬ 
titude gave to it, broke off a piece of a honey¬ 
comb, and ate part of it. But, in the mpan time, 
he was informed with what a curse his father 
had forbidden them to taste any thing before 
sunsetting; so he left off eating, and said, “His 
father had not done well in this prohibition be¬ 
cause, had they taken some food, they had pur¬ 
sued the enemy with greater vigor and alacrity, 
and had both taken and slain many more of their 
enemies.” 

4. When therefore they had slain many ten 
thousands of the Philistines, they fell upon spoil¬ 
ing the camp of the Philistines, but not till late 
in the evening. They also took a great deal of 
prey, and cattle, and killed them, and ate them 
with their blood. This was told to the king by 
the scrihes, that the multitude were sinning 
against God, as they sacrificed, and were eating 
before the blood was well washed away, and 
the flesh made clean. Then did Saul give order 
that a great stone should be rolled into the midst 
of them, and he made proclamation that they 
should kill their sacrifices upon it, and not feed 
upon the flesh with the blood, for that was Dot 
acceptable to God. And when all the people did 
as tne king commanded them, Saul erected an 
altar there,! and offered burnt-offerings upon it 
to God. This was the first altar that Saul 
built. 

5. So when Saul was desirous of leading his 
men to the enemy’s camp before it was day in 
order to plunder it, and when the soldiers were 
not unwilling to follow him, but indeed showed 
great readiness to do as he commanded them, 
the king called Ahitub, the high priest, and en¬ 
joined him to know of God, whether he would 
grant him the favor and permission to go against 
the enemy’s camp, in order to destroy those that 
were in it. And when the priest said, that God 
did not give any answer; “And not without some 
cause,” said Saul, “does God refuse to answer 
what we inquire of him, while yet a little while 
ago he declared to us all that we desired before¬ 
hand, and even prevented us in his answer. To 
be sure there is some sin against him, that is con¬ 
cealed from us. which is the occasion of his si¬ 
lence. Now I swear by Him himst If, that though 
he that hath committed this sin should prove to 
be my own son Jonathan, I will slay him, and by 
that means v/ill appease the anger of God against 
us, and that in the very same manner as if I were 
to punish a stranger, and one not at all related to 
me, for the same t tfence.” So when the multi¬ 
tude cried out to him so to do, he presently set 
all the rest on one side, and he and Lis son stood 
on the other side, and he sought to discover the 
offender by lot. Now the lot appeared to fall 
upon Jonathan himself. So when he was asked 
by his fathe r what sin he had been guilty of? and 
what he was conscious of in the course of his life 
that might be esteemed instances of guilt or pro- 
fanenes>? his answer was this: “O father, I have 
done nothing more than that yesterday, without 


•This rash vow or curse of Saul’s, which Josephus 
•ays was confirmed by ilie people, und yet not execu¬ 
ted, I suppose principally because Jonathan did not 
know of h, is very remarkable .being of the essence of 
the obligation of nil laws, Hint they he sufficiently 
known and promulgated; otherwise the conduct of prov¬ 
idence, as to the snr redness of solemn oaths nnd vows, 
In God’s refining tonnswer t«v Urim ; till the breach of 
Pnul’s vow or curse was understood and set right, nnd 
God propitiated by public prayer, is here very remark¬ 


able. as indeed it is every where else in the Old Tcstn- 
ment. 

t Here we have still more Indications of Saul’s affecta¬ 
tion of despotic power, and ofhis entrenching upon the 
priesthood, nnd making and endeavoring to execute a 
rash vow or rurse without consulting Samuel, or tha 
Sanhedrim. In this view it Is also that I look upon thia 
erection of n new nlinr by Saul; nnd his offering of 
burnt offerings hlmselt upon it,and not ns nny proper 
instances of devotion or religion, with others. 
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knowing of the curse and oath thou hadst de¬ 
nounced, while I was in pursuit of the enemy, I 
tasted of a honeycomb.” But Saul sware that 
he would slay him, and prefer the observation of 
his oath before all the ties of birth and of nature. 
And Jonathan was not dismayed at this threaten¬ 
ing of death, but offering himself to it geoerous- 
ly, and undauntedly, he said, “Nor do I desire 
you, father, to spare me: death will be to me 
very acceptable, when it proceeds from thy piety, 
ana after a glorious victory; for it is the greatest 
consolation to me, that I leave the Hebrews vic¬ 
torious over the Philistines.” Hereupon all the 

S eople were very sorry, and greatly afflicted for 
onathan, and they sware that they would not 
overlook Jonathan, and see him die, who was the 
author of their victory. By which means they 
snatched him out of the danger he was in from 
his father’s curse, while they made their prayers 
to God also for the young man, that he would 
remit his sin. 

6. So Saul, having slain about sixty thousand 
of the enemy, returned home to his own city, and 
reigned happily: and he also fought against the 
neighboring nations, and subdued the Ammon¬ 
ites, and Moabites, and Philistines, and Edomites, 
and Amalekites, as also the king of Zobah. He 
had three male children, Jonathan, and Isui, and 
Melchishua; with Merab and Michal his daugh¬ 
ters. He had also Abner, his uncle’s son, for the 
captain of his host; that uncle’s name was Ner. 
Now Ner and Kish, the father of Saul, were bro¬ 
thers. Saul had also a great many chariots and 
horsemen: against whomsoever he made war, he 
returned conqueror, and advanced the affairs of 
the Hebrews to a great degree of success and 
prosperity, and made them superior to other na¬ 
tions: and he made such of the young men that 
were remarkable for tallness and comeliness, the 
guards of his body. 

CHAP. VII. 

Saul's IVar with the Amalekites , and Conquest 
of them. 

5 1. Now Samuel came unto Saul, and said to 
him,' 4 That he was sent by God to put him in 
mind that God had preferred him above all others, 
and ordained him King; that he therefore ought 
to be obedient to him, and to submit to his au¬ 
thority, as considering, that though he had the 
dominion over the other tribes, yet that God had 
the dominion over him, and over all things. That 
accordingly, God said to him, that because the 
Amalekites did the Hebrews a great deal of mis¬ 
chief while they were in the wilderness, and 
when, upon their coming out of Egypt, they 
were making their way to that country which is 
now their own, I enjoin thee to punish’the Arna- 
•ekites, by making war upon them, and when 
thou hast subdued them, to leave none of them 
alive, but to pursue them through every age, and 
to slay them, beginning with the women and the 
infants, and to require this as a punishment to be 
inflicted upon them for the mischief they did to 
our forefathers. To spare nothing, neither asses 
nor other beasts, nor to reserve any of them for 
vour own advantage and possession, but to de¬ 
vote them universally to God, and, in obedience 
to vhe commands of Moses, to blot out the name 
of Amalek* entirely.” 

2. So Saul promised to do what he was com¬ 
manded; and supposing that his obedience to 
God would be shown, not only in making war 
against the Amalekites, but more fully in the 
readiness and quickness of his proceedings, he 

* The reason of this severity is distinctly given,1 Sain, 
xv. 18: “Co and utterly destroy the sinners the A inalck- 
itea.” Nor indeed do we ever meet wiili these Atualek- 
ites but as very cruel and blood v people, and particularly 
seeking to injure and utterly lo destroy the nation of Is- 
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made no delay, but immediately gathered toge 
ther all his forces; and when he nad numbered 
them in Gilgal, he found them to be about four 
hundred thousand of the Israelites, besides the 
tribe of Judah; for that tribe contained by itself 
thirty thousand. Accordingly, Saul made an ir¬ 
ruption into the country of the Amalekites, and 
set many men in several parties in ambush at the 
river, that so he might not only do them a mis¬ 
chief by open fighting, but might fall upon them 
unexpectedly in the ways, and might thereby 
compass them round about, and kill them. And 
when he had joined battle with the enemy, he 
beat them, and, pursuing them as they fled, he 
destroyed them all. And when that undertaking 
had succeeded, according as God had foretold 
he set upon the cities of the Amalekites: he be¬ 
sieged them, and took them by force, partly by 
warlike machines, partly by mines dug under 
ground, and partly by building walh on the out¬ 
sides. Some they starved out with famine, and 
some they gained by other methods, and after all, 
he betook himself to slay the women and the chil¬ 
dren, and thought he did not act therein either 
barbarously and inhumanly; first, because they 
were enemies whom he thus treated, and, in the 
next place, because it was done by the command 
of God, whom it was dangerous not to obey. He 
also took Agag, the enemy’s king, captive; the 
beauty and tallness of whose body he admired so 
much, that he thought him worthy of preserva¬ 
tion; yet was not this done, however, according 
to the will of God, but by giving way to human 
passions, and suffering himself to be moved with 
an unseasonable commiseration, in a point where 
it was not safe for him to indulge it, for God hated 
the nation of the Amalekites to such a degree, 
that he commanded Saul to have no pity on even 
those infants which we by nature chiefly com¬ 
passionate; but Saul preserved their king and 
governor from the miseries which the Hebrews 
brought on the people, as if he preferred the fine 
appearance of the enemy to the memory of what 
God had sent him about. The multitude were 
also guilty, together with Saul, for they spared 
the herds and the flocks, and took them for a 
prey, w hen God had commanded they should not 
spare them. They also carried off with them the 
rest of their wealth and riches, but if there w’ere 
any thing that was not worthy of regard, that 
they destroyed. 

3. But when Saul had conquered all those 
Amalekites that reached from Telusium of Egypt 
to the Red Sea, he laid waste all the rest ot the 
enemy’s country: but for the nation of the She- 
chcmites, he did not touch them, although they 
dwelt in ihe very middle of the country of Mi- 
dian: for, before the battle, Saul had sent to 
them, and charged them to depart thence, lest 
they should be partakers of the miseries of the 
Amalekites, for he had a just occasion for saving 
them, since they were of the kindred of Raguel, 
Moses’s father-in-law. 

4. Hereupon Saul returned home with joy, for 
the glorious things he had done, and for the con¬ 
quest of his enemies, as though he had not neg¬ 
lected any thing which the prophet had enjoined 
him to do, when he was going to make war with 
the Amalekites, and as though he had exactly ob¬ 
served all that lie ought to have done. But God 
was grieved that the King of the Amalekites was 
preserved alive, and that the multitude had seiz¬ 
ed on the cattle for a prey, because these things 
were done w ithout his permission; for he thought 
it an intolerable thing, that they should conquer 
and overcome their enemies by that power which 

rnel. See Exod. xvii. 8—1C: Numb. xiv. -15; Dcut. xxv. 
17—19; Judg. vi. 9— C; 1 Sain. xr. 33; Psalm Ixxxiil. 7; 
and above all, the most barbarous of all cruellies, that 
of Hainan the Agagile, or one of the posterity of Agag. 
the old king of the Amalckiics, Esth. iii. 1—15. 
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be gave them, and then that he himself should 
be so grossly despised and disobeyed by them, 
that a mere man, that was a king, would not bear 
it. He therefore told Samuel the prophet, that 
he repented that he had made Saul king, while 
he did nothing that he had commanded him, but 
indulged his own inclinations. When Samuel 
heard that, he w’as in confusion; and began to 
beseech God all that night to be reconciled to 
Saul, and not to be angry with him: but he did 
not grant that forgiveness to Saul which the pro¬ 
phet asked for, and not deeming it a fit thing to 
grant forgiveness of [such] sins at his entreaties, 
since injuries do not otherwise grow so great as 
by the easy tempers of those that are injured; 
for while they hunt after the glory of being 
thought gentle and good-natured, Defore thev are 
aware they produce other sins. As soon there¬ 
fore as God had rejected the intercession of the 
prophet, and it plainly appeared he would not 
change his mind, at break of day Samuel came 
to Saul at Gilgal. When the king saw him, he 
ran to him, and embraced him, and said, ** I re¬ 
turn thanks to God, who hath given me the vic¬ 
tory, for I have performed every thing that he 
hath commander! me.” To which Samuel re¬ 
plied, “ How is it then that I hear the bleating 
of the sheep, and the lowing of the greater cattle 
in the camp?” Saul made answer, that '* the 
people had reserved them for sacrifices; but that, 
as to the nation of the Amalekites, it was entire¬ 
ly destroyed, as he had received it in command 
to see done, and that no one man was left, but 
that he had saved alive the king alone, and 
brought him to him, concerning wnom he said 
they would advise together what should he done 
with him.” But the prophet said, “ God is not 
delighted with sacrifices, but with good and 
righteous men, who are such as follow his will 
and his laws, and never think that any thing is 
well done by them, but when they do it as God 
hath commanded them: that he then looks upon 
himself as affronted, not when any one does not 
sacrifice, but when any one appears to be disobe¬ 
dient to him. But that from those who do not 
obey him, nor pay him that duty which is the 
alone true and acceptable worship, he will not 
kindly accept their oblations, be those they offer 
never so many and so fat, and be the presents 
they make him never so ornamental, nay, though 
they were made of gold and silver themselves, 
but he will reject them, and esteem them instan¬ 
ces of wickedness, and not of piety. And that 
he is delighted with those that still bear in mind 
this one thing, and this only, how to do that,what¬ 
soever it be, which God pronounces or commands 
for them to do, and to choose rather to die than 
to transgress any of those commands; noi does 
he require so much as a sacrifice from them. 
And when these do sacrifice, though it be a mean 
oblation, he. better accepts of it as the honor of 
poverty, than such oblations as come from the 
richest men that offer them to him. Wherefore 
take notice, that thou art under the wrath of 
God, for thou hast despised nnd neglected what 
he commanded thee. How dost thou then sup¬ 
pose that he will accept a sacrifice out of snch 
things as he hath doomed to destruction? unless 
perhaps thou dost imagine that it is almost all 
one to offer it in sacrifice to God as to destroy it. 
Do thou therefore expect that thy kingdom will 
be taken from thee, and that authority which 
thou hast abused ky such insolent behavior, as 
to neglect thatGM who bestowed it upon thee.” 
Then did Saul confers that he had acted unjustly, 
and did not deny that he had ginned, because he 
had transgressed the Injunctions of the prophet; 
but he said, that it was out of a dread and fear 
of the soldier, that he did not prohibit nnd re¬ 
strain them when they seized on the prey. But 
forgive me, said he, and be merciful to me, for i 
e, ill be cautious how 1 offend for the time to 


come. He also entreated the prophet to go bark 
with him, that he might offer nis thank-offerings 
to God; but Samuel went home, because he saw 
that God would not be reconciled to him. 

5. But then Saul was so desirous to retain Sa¬ 
muel, that he took hold of his cloak, and because 
the vehemence of Samuel’s departure made the 
motion to be violent, the cloak was rent. Upon 
which the prophet said, that after the same man¬ 
ner should the kingdom be rent from him, and 
that a good and a just man should take it; that 
God persevered in what he had decreed about 
him; that to be mutable and changeable in what 
is determined, is agreeable to human passions 
only, but is not agreeable to the divine power. 
Hereupon Saul said, that he had been wicked, 
but that w hat was done could not be undone: he 
therefore desired him to honor him so far, that 
the multitude might see that he w r ould accompa¬ 
ny him in worshipping God. So Samuel granted 
him that favor, and w ent with him and worship¬ 
ped God. Aga*r, also, the king of the Amalek¬ 
ites, was brought to him; and when the king 
asked, How bitter death was? Samuel said : “ As 
thou hast made many of the Hebrew mothers to 
lament and bewail their children, so shalt thou 
by thy death cause thy mother to lament thee 
also.” Accordingly, he gave order to slay him 
immediately at Gilgal, and then went away to the 
ciiy Raniah. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How, upon Saul's Transgression of the Pro - 
phet's Commands , Samuel ordained another 
Person to be King privately , whose name teas 
David , as God commanded him. 

$ !. Now Saul being sensible of the miserable 
condition he had brought himself into, and that 
he had made God to be his enemy, he w’ent up to 
his royal palace at Gibeah, which name denotes 
a ' hill,’ and after that day he came no more into 
the presence of the prophet. And when Samuel 
mourned for him, God bid him leave off his con¬ 
cern for him, and to take the holy oil, and go to 
Bethlehem to Jesse, the son ot Obed, and to 
anoint such of his sons as he should show him, 
for their future king. But Samuel said, he was 
afraid lest Saul,when he came to know of it, should 
kill him, either by some private method, or even 
openly. Blit upon God's suggesting to him a safe 
way of going thither, he came to the foremen- 
tioned city; and when they all saluted him, and 
asked, " YVhat was the occasion of his coming?” 
he told them, he came to sacrifice to God. When 
therefore he had gotten the sacrifice ready, lie 
called Jesse and his sons to partake of those sa¬ 
crifices; and when he saw his eldest son to be a 
tall and handsome man, he guessed by his come¬ 
liness that he was the person who was to be 
their future king. But he was mistaken in judg¬ 
ing about God’s providence, for when Samuel 
inquired of God, whether he should anoint thij 
youth, whom he so admired, and esteemed wor¬ 
thy of the kingdom? God said, ** Men do not see 
as God seeth. Thou indeed hast respect to the 
fine appearance of this youth, and thence e$- 
teemest him w'orthyof the kingdom, while I pro¬ 
pose the kingdom as a reward, not of tile beauty 
of bodies, but of the virtue of souls, and I in¬ 
quire after one that is perfectly comely in that 
respect. I mean one who is beautiful in piety, 
and righteousness, and fortitude, and obedienct, 
for in them consists the comeliness of the soul.” 
When God had said this, Samuel bade Jesse to 
show hi in all his sons. So he made five other* 
of his sons to come to him; of all of whom Eliab 
was the eldest, Aminadah the second, Shammah 
the third, Nathaniel the fourth, Hael the fifth, 
and Asam the sixth. Ami when the prophet saw 
that these w'ere no way inferior to tne eldest in 
their countenances, he inquired of God, which 
of them it was whom he chose for their king 7 
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And when God said it was none of them, he ask¬ 
ed Jesse, whether he had not some other sous 
Desides these? and when he said that he had one 
more named David, but that he was a shepherd, 
and took care of the flocks, Samuel bid them call 
him immediately, for that till he was come they 
could not possibly sit down to the feast. Now as 
soon as his father had sent for David, and he was 
come, he appeared to be of a yellow complex¬ 
ion, of a sharp sight, and a comely person in 
other respects also. This is he, said Samuel pri¬ 
vately to himself, whom it pleases God to make 
our king. So he sat down to the feast, and pla¬ 
ced the youth under him, and Jesse also, with 
his other sons; after which he took oil, in the 
presence of David, and anointed him, and whis¬ 
pered him in the ear, and acquainted hiui, that 
God chose him to be their king: and exhorted 
him to be righteous, and obedient to his com¬ 
mands, for that by this means his kingdom w'ould 
continue for a long time, and that his house 
should be of great splendor, and celebrated in 
the world: that he should overthrow the Philis¬ 
tines; and that against what nation soever he 
should make war, he should be the conqueror, 
and survive the fight; and that while he lived he 
should enjoy a glorious name, and leave such a 
name to his posterity also. 

2. So Samuel, when he had given him these 
admonitions, went away: but the divine power 
departed from Saul, and removed to David; who, 
upon this removal of the Divine Spirit to him, 
began to prophesy. But as for Saul, some strange 
and demoniacal disorders came upon him, and 
brought upon him such suffocations as were rea¬ 
dy to choke him; for which the physicians could 
find no other remedy but this, that if any person 
could charm those passions by singing, and play¬ 
ing upon the harp, they advised him to inquire 
for such a one, and to observe when these de¬ 
mons came upon him and disturbed him, and to 
take care that such a person might stand over 
him and play on the harp,* and recite hymns to 
him. Accordingly Saul did not delay, but com¬ 
manded them to seek out such a man." And when 
a certain stander-by said that he had seen in 
the city of Bethlehem a son of Jesse, who was 
et no more than a child in age, but comely and 
eautiful, and in other respects one that was de¬ 
serving of great regard, who was skilful in play¬ 
ing on the harp, and in singing of hymns, and an 
excellent soldier in war, he sent to Jesse, and de¬ 
sired him to take David away from the flocks, 
and send him to him, for he had a mind to see 
him, as having heard an advantageous character 
of his comeliness and his valor. So Jesse sent 
his soil, and gave him presents to carry to Saul. 
And when he w T as come, Saul was pleased with 
him, and made him his armor-bearer, aud had 
him in very great esteem, lor he charmed his 
passion, and was the only physician against the 
trouble he had from the demon, whensoever it 
was that it came upon him, and this by reciting 
of hymns, and playing upon the bai n, and bring¬ 
ing Saul to his right mind again. However, he 
sent to Jesse the lather of the child, and desired 
him to permit David to stay with him, for that 
he was delighted with his sight and company; 
which stay, that he might not contradict Saul, 
he granted. 

CHAP. IX. 

How the Philistines made another Expedition 

against the Hebrews, under the reign of Saul; 

and how they were overcome by David's slaying 

Goliath in a single Cambat. 

^ 1. Now the Philistines gathered themselves 
together again no very long time afterward, and 

* Spanhcini takes notice here, that the Greeks had 
eucli singers of hymns, and that usually children or 
youth were picked out for that service," as also that 


having gotten together a great army, they made 
war against the Israelites; and having seized a 
place between Shoccoh and Azekah, they there 
pitched their camp. Saul also drew out his army 
to oppose them; and by pitching his own camp 
on a certain hill, he forced the Philistines to leave 
their former camp, and to encamp themselves 
upon such another hill, over against that on 
which Saul’s army lay, so that a valley, which 
was between the two hills on which they lay 
divided their camps asunder. Now there came 
down a man out of the camp of the Philistines, 
whose name was * Goliath,’of the city of Gath, 
a man of vast bulk, for he was four cubits and 
a span in tallness, and had about him weapon* 
suitable to the largeness of his body, for he had 
a breastplate on that weighed five thousand she¬ 
kels; he had also a helmet and greaves of brass 
as large as you would naturally suppose might 
cover the limbs of so vast a body. His spear was 
also such as was not carried like a light thing in 
his right hand, but he carried it as lying on his 
shoulders. He had also a lance of six hundred 
shekels: and many followed him to carry his 
armor. Wherefore this Goliath stood between 
the two armies, as they were in battle array, and 
sent out a loud voice, aud said to Saul and to the 
Hebrew's, “ 1 will free you from fighting and from 
dangers;‘for what necessity is there that your 
army should fall and be afllicted? Give me a 
man of you that will fight with me, and he that 
conquers shall have the rew ard of the conqueror, 
and determine the war; for these shall serve 
those others to whom the conqueror shall belong 
and certainly it is much better, and more pru¬ 
dent to gain what you desire by the hazard of 
one man than of all.” When he said this, he 
retired to his own camp; but the next day he 
came again, and used tne same words, and did 
not leave off forty days together, to challenge 
the enemy in the same words, till Saul and his 
army were therewith terrified, while they put 
themselves in array as if they would fight, but 
did not come to a close battle. 

2. Now while this war between the Hebrews 
and the Philistines was going i n, Saul sent away 
David to his father Jesse, ana i.ontented himself 
w'ith those three sons of his whom he had sent to 
his assistance, and to be partners in the dangers 
of the war: and at first Dai id returned to feed 
his sheep and his flocks; bul after no long time 
he came to the camp of the Hebrew's, as sent by 
his father to carry provisions to his brethren, and 
to know what they were doing. While Goliath 
came again, and challenged them, and reproach¬ 
ed them, that they had no man of valor among 
them that durst come down to fight him; and as 
David was talking with his brethren about the 
business for whicn his father had sent him, he 
heard the Philistine reproaching and abusing the 
army, and had indignation at it, and said to his 
brethren, I am readv to fight a single combat 
with this adversary. \X hereupon Eliab, his eldest 
brother, reproved him, and said that he spake too 
rashly and improperly for one of his age, and bid 
him go to his flocks, and to his father. So he was 
abashed at his brother’s words and went away, 
but still he spake to some of the soldiers, that he 
was willing to fight with him that challenged 
them. And when they had informed Saul what 
was the resolution of the young man, the king 
sent for him to come to him. And when the king 
asked what he had to say, he replied, “0 king, 
be not cast down nor afraid, for 1 will depress the 
insolence of this adversary, and will go down and 
tight with him, and will bring him under me, as 
tall and as great as he is, *>11 he shall be suffi¬ 
ciently laughed at, mid thy .vmy shall get great 

those called singers to the harp , did the name i hat Da¬ 
vid did here, i. e. join their own vocal and instrumen¬ 
tal music together. 
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glory, when he shall be slain by one that is not 
yet of man’s estate, neither fit for fighting, nor 
capable of being intrusted with the marshalling 
an armv, or ordering a battle, but bv one that 
looks ifke a child, and is really no older in age 
than a child.” 

3. Now Saul wondered at the boldness and 
alacrity of David, but durst not presume on his 
ability, by reason of his age: but said he must 
on that account be too weak to fight with one 
that was skilful in the art of war. “ I undertake 
this enterprise,” said David, “in dependence on 
God’s being with me, for I have had experience 
already of his assistance; for I once pursued 
after and caught a lion that assaulted my flocks, 
and took away a lamb from them, and I snatched 
the lamb out of the wild beast’s mouth, and 
when he leaped upon me with violence, I took 
him by the tail, and dashed him against the 
ground. In the same manner did I avenge my¬ 
self on a bear also; and let this adversary of ours 
be esteemed like one of these wild beasts, since 
he has a long while reproached our army, and 
blasphemed our God, tvho yet will reduce him 
under my power.” 

4. However, Saul prayed that the end might 
be, by' God’s assistance, not disagreeable to the 
alacrity and boldness of the child; and said,” Go 
thy tvay to the fight.” So he put about him his 
breastplate, and girded on his sword, and fitted 
the helmet to his head, and sent him away. But 
David was burdened with his armor, for he had 
not been exercised to it, nor had he learned to 
walk with it; so he said, “Let this armor be 
thine, 0 king, who art able to bear it, but give 
me leave to fight as thy servant, and as I myself 
desire.” Accordingly he laid by the armor, and 
taking his staff with him, and putting five stones 
out of the brook into a shepherd’s bag, and 
having a sling in his right hand, he went towards 
Goliath. But the adversary seeing him in such 
a manner, disdained him, and jested upon him, 
as if he had not such weapons with him as are 
usual when one man fights against another, but 
such as are used in driving away and avoiding 
of dogs; and said, “Dost thou take me not for a 
man, but a dog?” To which he replied, “No, 
not for a dog, but for a creature worse than a 
dog.” This provoked Goliath to anger, who 
thereupon cursed him by the name of God, and 
threatened to give his flesh to the beasts of the 
earth, and to the fowls of the air, to be torn in 
pieces by’ them. To whom David answered, 
“Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a 
spear, and with a breastplate, but I have God 
for my armor, in coming against thee, who will 
destroy thee and all thy army by my hands; for 
I will this day cut off thy head, and cast the 
other parts of thy body to the dogs, and all men 
shall learn that God is the protector of the He¬ 
brews, and that our armor and our strength is 
in his providence, and that, without God’s assist¬ 
ance, all other warlike preparations and power 
are useless.” So the Philistine, being retarded 
by the weight of his armor, when he attempted 
to meet David in haste, came on but slowly, as 
despising him, and depending upon it that he 
should slay him who was both unarmed, and a 
child also," without any trouble at all. 

5. But the youth met his antagonist, being ac¬ 
companied with an invisible assistant, who was no 
other than God himself. And taking one of the 
stones that he had out of the brook, and had put 
into his shepherd’s bag, and fitting it to his sling, 
he slung it against the Philistine. This stone fell 
upon his forehead, and sunk into his brain, inso- 

* Josephus Bays fAn'ccin this chapter, and twice af¬ 
terward, chap. xi. sect 2, and B. vii. chap. i. sert. 4 , 1. 
e. five times in all, that Haul required not a hare hun¬ 
dred of the foreskins of tha Philistines, Imt sir hun¬ 
dred of tAeir heads. The Hcptuaginl have 1( 0 fore¬ 
skins, but the Syriac and Arabic 200. Now that thesa 
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much that Goliath was stunned, and fell npon his 
face. So David ran, and stood upon his adversa¬ 
ry as he lav down, and cut off his head with hi9 
own sword; for he had no sword himself. And 
upon the fall of Goliath, the Philistines were 
beaten, and fled: for when they saw their cham¬ 
pion prostrate on the ground," they were afraid 
of the entire issue of their affairs^ and resolved 
not to stay any longer, but committed themselves 
to an ignominious and indecent flight, and there¬ 
by endeavored to save themselves from the 
dangers they were in. But Saul and the entire 
army of the Hebrews made a shout, and rushed 
upon them, and slew a great number of them 
and pursued the rest to the borders of Gath, and 
to the gates of Ekron; so that there were shin of 
the Philistines thirty thousand, and twice as 
many wounded. But Saul returned to their 
caiup, and pulled their fortification to pieces, and 
burnt it; but David carried the head ol Goliath 
into his own tent, but dedicated his sword to 
God [at the tabernacle.] 

CHAP. X. 

Saul envies David for his glorious Success , and 
takes an occasion of entrapping him, from the 
Promise he made him of giving him his Daugh¬ 
ter inMarrioge , but this upon Condition of his 
bringing six hundred Heads of the Philistines. 

§ 1. Now the women were an occasion of 
Saul’s envy and hatred to David; for they came 
to meet their victorious army with cymbals, and 
drums, and all demonstrations of joy, and sung 
thus: the wives said, that “Saul had slain his 
many thousands of the Philistines.” The vir¬ 
gins replied, that “David had slain his ten thou¬ 
sands.” Now, when the king heard them singing 
thus, and that he had himself the smallest share 
in their commendations, and that the greater 
number, the ten thousands, were ascribed to the 
young man; and when he considered with him¬ 
self that there was nothing more wanting to Da¬ 
vid, after such a mighty applause but the king¬ 
dom, he began to be afraid and suspicious of 
David. Accordingly, he removed him from the 
station he was in before, for he was his armor- 
bearer, which out of fear seemed to him much 
too near a station for him; and so he made him 
captain over a thousand, and bestow'td on him a 
post better indeed in itself, but, as he thought, 
more for his own security; for he had a mina to 
send him against the enemy, and into battles, a9 
hoping he would be slain in such dangerous 
conflicts. 

2. But David had God going along with him 
whithersoever he went, and accordingly he 
greatly prospered in his undertakings, and It was 
visible" that he had mighty success, insomuch 
that Saul’s daughter, who was still a virgin, fell 
in love with him; and her affection so far pre¬ 
vailed over her that it could not he concealed, 
and her father became acquainted with it. Now 
Saul heard this gladly, ns intending to make use 
of it for a snare against David, and he hoped 
that it would prove the cause of destruction and 
of hazard to him: so he told those that informed 
him of his daughter’s affection, that he would 
willingly give David the virgin in marriage, and 
said, “ l engage myself to marry iiiv daughter to 
him, if he w ill bring me six hundred heads ofrny 
enemies,* (supposing that when a reward so 
ample wms proposed to him and when he should 
aim to get him great glory, by undertaking a 
thing so dangerous and incredible, he would im¬ 
mediately set about it, and so perish by the Phi- 

were not foreskins with our other copies, but heads 
with Josephus’s copy, seems somewhat probable, from 
1 Ham. xxix. 4, where all copies say, that it was with 
the heads of surli Philistines that David might recon 
cile himself to his master Haul. 
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listines,) and my designs about him will succeed 
finely to my mind, for I shall be freed from him, 
and get him slain, not by myself, but by another 
man.” So he gave order to his servants to try 
how David would relish this proposal of marry¬ 
ing the damsel. Accordingly, they began to 
speak thus to him, that king Saul loved him, as 
well as did all the people, and that he was desi¬ 
rous of his affinity by the marriage of this damsel. 
To which he gave this answer: “Seemeth it to 
you a light thing to be made the king’s son-in- 
law? It does not seem so to me, especially when 
I am one of a family that is low, and without 
any glory or honor.” Now when Saul was in¬ 
formed by his servants what answer David had 
made, he said, “Tell him that I do not want any 
money nor dowry' from him, which would be ra¬ 
ther to set my daughter to sale than to give her 
in marriage, but I desire only such a son-in-law 
as hath in him fortitude, and all other kinds of 
virtue, (of which he saw David was possessed,) 
*uid that his desire was to receive of him, on ac¬ 
count of his marrying his daughter, neither gold, 
nor silver nor that he should bring such wealth 
out of his father’s house, but only some revenge 
on the Philistines and indeed six hundred of 
their heads, than with a more desirable or a 
more glorious present could not be brought him, 
and that he had much rather obtain this than any' 
of the accustomed dowries for his daughter, viz. 
that she should be married to a man of that cha¬ 
racter, and to one who had a testimony as having 
conquered his enemies.” 

3. When these words of Saul were brought to 
David, he was pleased with them, and supposed 
that Saul was really desirous of this affinity with 
him; so that without bearing to deliberate any 
longer, or easting about in his mind whether 
what was proposed was possible, or was difficult 
or not, he and his companions immediately set 
upon the enemy, and went about doing what was 
proposed as the condition of the marriage. Ac¬ 
cordingly, because it was God who made all 
things easy and possible to David, he slew many, 
[of the Philistines,] and cut off the heads of six 
hundred of them, and came to the king, and by 
showing him these heads of the Philistines, re¬ 
quired that he might have his daughter in mar¬ 
riage. Accordingly, Saul, having no way of get¬ 
ting off his engagements, as thinking it a base 
thing either to seem a liar when he promised 
him this marriage, or to appear to have acted 
treacherously by him, in putting him upon what 
was in a manner impossible, in order to have him 
slain, gave him his daughter in marriage: her 
name was Michal. 

CHAP. XI. 

How David , upon Saul's laying Snares for him , 
did yet escape the Dangers he was in, by the 
Affection and Care of Jonathan, and the Con - 
trivances of his wife Michal: and how he came 
to Samuel the Prophet. 

§ 1. However, Saul was not disposed to per¬ 
severe long in the state wherein he was; for 
when he saw that David was in great esteem, 
both with God and with the multitude, lie was 
afraid: and being not able to conceal his fear as 
concerning great things, his kingdom, and his 
life, to be deprived of either of whicli was a very 
great calamity, he resolved to have David slain, 
and commanded his son Jonathan and his most 
faithful servants to kill him: but Jonathan woq- 
dered at his father’s change with relation to Da¬ 
vid, that it should be made to so great a degree, 
from showing him no small good-will, to contrive 
how to have him killed. J\ow, because he loved 
the young man, and reverenced him for his virtue, 
he informed him of the secret charge his father 
had given, and what his intentions were con¬ 
cerning him. However, he advised him to take 
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care and be absent the next day, for that he would 
salute his father, and, if he met with a favorable 
opportunity, he would discourse with him about 
him, and learn the cause of his disgust,and show 
how little ground there was for it, and that for it 
he ought not to kill a man that had done so many 
good things to the multitude, and had bee:, a < 
benefactor to himself, on account of which he 
ought in reason to obtain pardon, had he been 
guilty of the greatest crimes; and I will then in¬ 
form thee of my father’s resolution. Accordingly 
David complied with such advantageous advice 
and kept himself then out of the king’s sight. 

2. On the next day Jonathan came to Saul a« 
soon as he saw him in a cheerful and joyful dis¬ 
position, and began to introduce a discourse about 
David: “What unjust action, O father, either 
little or great, hast thou found so exceptionable 
in David, as to induce thee to order us to slay a 
man who hath been of great advantage to thy 
own preservation, and of still greater to the 
punishment of the Philistines?—a man who hath 
delivered the people of the Hebrews from re¬ 
proach and derision, which they underwent for 
forty days together, when he alone had courage 
enough to sustain the challenge of the adversary 
and after that brought as many heads of our 
enemies as he was appointed to bring, and had 
as a reward for the same, my sister in marriage: 
insomuch that his death would be very sorrowful 
to us, not only on account of his virtue, but or. 
account of the nearness of our relation, for thy 
daughter must be injured at the same time thal 
he is slain, and must be obliged to experience 
w'idowhood, before she can come to enjoy an)- 
advantage from their mutual conversation. Con¬ 
sider these things, and change your mind to a 
more merciful temper, and do no mischief to 
a man, who, in the first place, hath done us the 
greatest kindness of preserving thee; for when 
an evil spirit and demons had seized upon thee, 
he cast them out, and procured rest to thy soul 
from their incursions: and in the second place, 
hath avenged us of our enemies; for it is a base 
thing to forget such benefits.” So Saul was pa- 

| cified with these words; and sware to his son 
that he ivould do David no harm; fora righteous 
discourse proved too hard for the king’s anger 
and fear. So Jonathan sent for David, and 
brought him good news from his father, that he 
was to be preserved. He also brought him to 
his father; and David continued with the king as 
formerly. 

3. About this time it was, that, upon the Phi 
listines making a new expedition against the 
Hebrews, Saul sent David with an army to fight 
with them; and joining battle with them, he 
slew many of them, and after his victory he re¬ 
turned to the king. But his reception by Saul 
was not as he expected upon such success, for he 
was grieved at his prosperity, because he thought 
he would be more dangerous to him by having 
acted so gloriously: but when the demoniacal 
spirit came upon him, and put him into disorder, 
and disturbed him, he called for David into his 
bed-chamber wherein he lay, and having a spear 
in his hand, he ordered him to charm him with 
playing on his harp, and with singing hymns; 
which, when David did at his command, he with 
great force threw the spear at him, but David 
was aware of it before it came, and avoided it, 
and fled to his own house, and abode there all 
that day. 

4. But at night the king sent officers, and 
commanded that he should be watched till the 
morning, lest he should get auite away, that he 
might come to the judgment-nail, and so might 
be delivered up, and condemned and slain. But 
when Michal, David’s wife, the king’s daughter, 
understood what her father designed, she came 
to her husband, as having small hopes of his de¬ 
liverance, and a9 greatly concerned about her 
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own life also, for she could not bear to live in 
case she were deprived of him; and she said, 
“ Let not the sun find thee here when it rises, for 
if it do, that will be the last time it will see thee: 
fly away then while the night may afford thee 
opportunity; and may God lengthen it for thy 
sake! for know this, that if my father find thee, 
thou art a dead man.” So she let him down by 
a cord out of the window, and saved him: and 
after she had done so, she fitted up a bed for him 
as if he were sick, and put under the bed-clothes 
a goat’s liver;* and when her father, as soon as 
it was day, sent to seize David, she said to those 
that were there, that he had not been well that 
night, and showed them the bed covered, and 
made them believe by the leaping of the liver, 
which caused the bed-clothes to move also, that 
David breathed like one that was asthmatic. So 
when those that were sent told Saul that David 
had not been well in the night, he ordered him 
to be brought in that condition, for he intended 
to kill him. Now when they came and uncover¬ 
ed the bed, and found out the woman's contri¬ 
vance, they told it to the king; and when her 
father complained of her that she had saved his 
enemy, and had put a trick upon himself, she 
invented this plausible defence for herself, and 
said, “That when he threatened to kill her, she 
lent him her assistance for his preservation, out 
of fear; for which her assistance she ought to 
be forgiven, because it was not done of her own 
free choice, but out of necessity; for, (said she,) 

I do not suppose that thou wast so zealous to 
kill thy enemy as thou wast that I should be 
saved.” Accordingly Saul forgave the damsel; 
but David, when he had escaped this danger, 
c one to the prophet Samuel to Kamah, and told 
him what snares the king had laid for him, and how 
he was very near to death by Saul’s throwing a 
spear at him, although he had been noway guilty 
with relation to him, nor had he been cowardly 
in bis battles with his enemies, but had succeed¬ 
ed well in them all, by God’s assistance; which 
thing was indeed the cause of Saul's hatred 
to David. 

5. When the prophet was made acquainted 
with the unjust proceedings of the king, he left 
the city Ramah, and took David with nim, to a 
certain place called Naioth, and there he abode 
with him. Rut when it was told Saul that David 
was with the prophet, he sent soldiers to him, 
and ordered them to take him, and bring him to 
him: and when they came to Samuel, and found 
there a congregation of prophets, they became 
partakers of the Divine Spirit, and began to pro¬ 
phesy; which when Saul heard of, he sent others 
to David, who prophesying in like manner as did 
the first, he again sent others; which third sort 
prophesying also, at last he was angry, ami went 
thither In great haste himself; and when he was 
just bv the place, Samuel, before he saw him, 
made him prophesy also. And when Saul came 
to him, he was disordered in miiid,f and under 
the vehement agitation of a spirit, and putting 
off his garments,! he fell down, and lay on the 
ground all that day and night, in the presence of 
Samuel and David. 

* Since the modern Jcvva have lost the signification 
ofihn Hebrew word here used, Cebir; and since the 
LXXII, as well ns Josephus, render it t he liver of the 
goat, and since this rendering, and Josephus’s account, 
are here so much more clear nnd probable than those of 
others,it is almost u nar countable that onr commentators 
should so much as hesitate about its true interpretation. 

f These violent and wild agitations of Saul seem to 
mo to have been no othertlinn denmniarnl; and that 1 lie 
same demon vvhirli used to seize him since lie was for¬ 
saken of God, nnd vvhirli the divine hymns nnd psalms 
which were sung by the harp of David, used to expel, 
was now in njmlicinl way brought upnn him, not only 
in order to disappoint Ills intentions against innocent 
David, hut to expose him to the laughter nnd ronteinpl 
of all that saw him, or heard of those Ills agiialions, 
aucli violent and wild agitations being never observed 
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6. And David went thence, and came to Jona¬ 
than, the son of Saul, and lamented to him what 
snares were, laid for him by his father; and said, 
that “though he had been guilty of no evil, nor 
had offended against hint, yet he was very zeal¬ 
ous to get him killed.” Hereupon Jonathan ex¬ 
horted him not to give credit to his own suspi¬ 
cions, nor to the calumnies of those that raised 
those reports, if there were any that did so, but 
to depend on him, and take courage; for that 
his father had no such intention, since he would 
have acquainted him with that matter, and taken 
his advice, had it been so, as he used to consult 
with him in common when he acted in other 
affairs. But David svvare to him, that so it was; 
and lie desired him rather to believe him, and to 
provide for his safety, than to despise whnt he, 
with great sincerity, told him: that he would be¬ 
lieve what he said, when he should either see 
him killed himself, or learn it upon inquiry from 
others: and that the reason why his father did 
not tell him of these things, was this, that he 
knew' of the friendship and affection that he bore 
towards him. 

7. Hereupon, when Jonathan found that this in¬ 
tention of Saul’s was so well attested, he asked 
him, “What he would have him do for him.” 
To which David replied, “I am sensible that 
thou art willing to gratify me in every thing, and 
procure me what I desire. Now to-morrow is the 
new moon, and I was accustomed to sit down 
then with the king at supper; now if it seem good 
to thee, I will go out of tne city, and conceal my¬ 
self privately tnere; and if Saul inquire why I 
am absent, tell him that I am gone to my own 
city Bethlehem, to keep a festival with my own 
tribe; and add this also, that thou gavest tne 
leave so to do. And if he say, as is usually said 
in the case of friends that are gone abroad, ‘ It is 
well that he went,’ then assure thyself that no 
latent mischief or enmity may be feared at his 
hands: but if be answer otherwise, that will be a 
sure sign that he hath some designs against me. 
Accordingly, thou shalt inform me of tny father’s 
inclinations; and that out of pity to myense, and 
out of thy friendship for me, as instances of which 
friendship thou hast vouchsafed to accept of the 
assurances of my love to thee, and to give the like 
assurances to me, that is, those of a master to 
his servant; but if thou discoverest any wicked¬ 
ness in me, do thou prevent thy father, and kill 
me thvself.” 

8. But Jonathan heard these last words with 
indignation, and promised to do what he desired 
of him, and to inform him if his father's answers 
implied any thing of a melancholy nature, and 
any enmity against him. And that he might the 
more firmly depend upon him, he took him out 
into the open field, into the pure air, and sware 
that he would neglect nothing that might tend to 
the preservation of David; and he 9md, “lap- 
peal to that God, who, as thou seest, is diffused 
every where, and knoweth this intention of mine, 
before I explain it in words, as the vitnessof this 
my covenant with thee, that I will not leave off 
to make frequent trials of the purpose of my 
father, till I learn whether there be any lurking 
in true prophets, when they were under the inspiration 
of the Spirit of Hod. Our oilier copies, which my the 
Spirit of Hod mine upon him, seem not so right here as 
Josephus’s ropy, which mcnlinns nothing of God nt nil. 
Nor does Josephus seem to ascribe ibis impulse and ec¬ 
stasy of haul’s to any other than to bis obi demoniacal 
spirit, which on nil ncrounts appears I he most probable. 
Nor does tbc former description of Saul’s real inspira¬ 
tion by ‘he Divine Spirit, 1 Sam. x. 0—12; Antiq. 11. vi. 
chap. iv. seel 2: which was before he was become wick¬ 
ed, well agree with the description before us. 

I Whnt is meant by Snul’s lying down naked all that 
day anil all Dial night, 1 Sam. xix. 2-1, and whether any 
more than laying aside bis royal apparel, nr upper gar¬ 
ments, ns Joscplms seems to understand it, is by no 
mearnt certain. See the note on Antiq. B. viii. ch.xhr 
sect. 2. 
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distemper in the secretest parts of his soul; and 
when I have learnt it, I will not conceal it from 
thee, but will discover it to thee, whether he be 
gently or peevishly disposed; for this God him¬ 
self knows, that 1 pray he may always be with 
thee, for he is with thee now, and will not forsake 
thee, and will make thee superior to thine ene¬ 
mies, whether my father be one of them, or 
whether I myself be such. Do thou only re¬ 
member what we now do: and if it fall out that I 
die, preserve my children alive, and requite what 
kindnesses thou hast now received, to them.” 
When he had thus sworn, he dismissed David, 
bidding him go to a certain place of that plain 
wherein he used to perform nis exercises, for 
that as soon as he kuew the mind of his father, 
he would come thither to him, with one servant 
only: and “if (says he) I shoot three darts at the 
mark, and then bid my servant to carry these 
three darts away, for they are before him, know 
thou that there is no mischief to be feared from 
my father; but if thou hearest me say the con¬ 
trary, expect the contrary from the king: how¬ 
ever, thou shalt gain security by my means, and 
shalt by no means suffer any harm;"but see thou 
dost not forget what I have desired of thee, in 
the time of thy prosperity, and be serviceable to 
my children.” Now David, when he had re¬ 
ceived these assurances from Jonathan, went his 
way to the place appointed. 

9. But on the next day, which was the new 
moon, the king, when he had purified himself, 
as the custom was, came to supper; and w T hen 
there sat by him his son Jonathan on his right 
hand, and Abner, the captain of his host, on the 
other hand, he saw David’s seat was empty, but 
said nothing, supposing that he had not purified 
himself since he had accompanied with his wife, 
and so could not be present; but when he saw that 
he was not there the second day of the month 
neither, he inquired of his son Jonathan why the 
son of Jesse did not come to the supper and the 
feast, neither the day before nor that day. So 
Jonathan said, that “he was gone, according to 
the agreement between them, to his own city, 
where his tribe kept a festival, and that by his 
permission: that he also invited him to come to 
their sacrifice; and, (says Jonathan,) if thou wilt 
give me leave, I will go thither, for thou know- 
est the good-will that I bear him.” And then it 
was that Jonathan understood his father’s hatred 
to David, and plainly saw his entire disposition; 
for Saul could not restrain his anger, hut re¬ 
proached Jonathan, and called him the son of a 
runagate, and an enemy; and said, “ He was a 

artner with David, and his assistant, and that by 

is behavior he showed he had no regard to 
himself, or to his mother, and would not be per¬ 
suaded of this; that while David is alive, tneir 
kingdom was not secure to them: vet did he bid 
him send for him, that he might Be punished.” 
And when Jonathan said, in answer, “What 
hath he done, that thou wilt punish him?” Saul 
no longer contented himself to express his anger 
in hare words, but snatched up his spear, and 
leaped upon him, and was desirous to kill him. 
He did not indeed do w r hat he intended, because 
he was hindered by his friends, but it appeared 
plainly to his son that he hated David, and 
greatly desired to despatch him, insomuch that 
he had almost slain his son with his own hands 
on his account. 

10. And then it was that the king’s son rose 
hastily from supper; and heing not able to admit 
any thing into nis mouth for grief, he wept all 
night, both because he had himself heen near 
destruction, and because the death of David was 
determined; but as soon as it was day, he went 
out into the plain that was before .the city, as 
going to perform his exercises, but in reality to 
inform his friend what disposition his father was 
in towards him, as he had agreed with him to do. 
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And when Jonathan had done what had been 
thus agreed, he dismissed his servant that fol¬ 
lowed him, to return to the city, but he himself 
went into the desert, and came into his presence, 
and communed with him. So David appeared, 
and fell at Jonathan’s feet, and bowed down to 
him, and called him the preserver of his soul: 
but he lifted him up from the earth, and they 
mutually embraced one another, and made a long 

f greeting, and that not without tears. They also 
amented their age, and that familiarity which 
envy would deprive them of, and that separation 
which must now be expected, which seemed to 
them no better than death itself. So, recollect¬ 
ing themselves at length from their lamenta¬ 
tion, and exhorting one another to be mindful of 
the oaths they had sworn to each other, they 
parted asunder. 

CHAP. XII. 

How David jied to Ahimelech , and afterward to 
the Kings of the Philistines , and of the Moab¬ 
ites; ami how Saul slew Ahimelech and his 
Family. 

§ 1. But David fled from the king, and that 
death he was in danger of by him, and came to 
the city of Nob, to Ahimelech the priest, w T ho, 
when he saw him coming all alone, and neither a 
friend nor a servant with him, he wondered at it 
and desired to learn of him the cause why there 
was nobody with him? To which David answer¬ 
ed, “That the king had commanded him to do a 
certain thing that was to be kept secret, to 
which, if he had a mind to know so much, he had 
no occasion for any one to accompany him; 
however, I have ordered my servants to meet me 
at such and such a place.” So he desired him to 
let him have somewhat to eat; and that in case 
he would supply him, he would act the part of a 
friend, and be assisting to the business he was 
now about: and when he had obtained what he 
desired, he also asked him w r hether he had any 
weapons with him, either sword or spear? Now 
there was at Nob a servant of Saul’s, by birth a 
Syrian, whose name was Doeg, one that kept the 
king’s mules. The high priest said that he had 
no such weapons, but he added, “ Here is the 
sword of Goliath, which, when thou hadst slain 
the Philistine, thou didst dedicate to God.” 

2. When David had received the sword, he 
fled out of the country of the Hebrews into that 
of the Philistines, over which Achish reigned: 
and when the king’s servants knew him, and he 
was made known to the king himself, the ser¬ 
vants informing him that he was that David who 
had killed many ten thousands of the Philistines, 
David was afraid lest the king should put him to 
death, and that he should experience that danger 
from him which he had escaped from Saul: so he 
pretended to be distracted and mad, so that his 
spittle ran out of his mouth, and he did other the 
like actions before the king of Gath, which 
might make him believe that they proceeded 
from such a distemper. Accordingly the king 
was very angry with his servants that they had 
brought him a madman; and he gave orders that 
they should eject David immediately [out of the 
city.] 

3. So when David had escaped in -his manner 
out of Gath, he came to the tribe of Judah, and 
abode in a cave b} r the city of Adullam. Then it 
was that he sent to his brethren, and informed 
them w here he w'as, who then came to him w ith 
all their kindred; and as many others as were 
either in want, or in fear of king Saul, came and 
made a body together, and told him they were 
ready to obey his orders: they were in all about 
four hundred. Whereupon lie took courage, 
now such a force and assistance was come to 
him: so he removed thence, and came to the 
king of the Moabites and desired him to enter¬ 
tain his parents in his country, w hile the issue of 
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his affairs were in such an uncertain condition. 
The king granted him this favor, and paid great 
respect to David’s parents all the time they were 
witn him. 

4. As for himself, upon the prophet’s command¬ 
ing him to leave the desert, and to go into the 
portion of the tribe of Judah, and abide there, he 
complied therewith; and coming to the city of 
llareth, which was in that tribe, he remained 
there. Now when Saul heard that David had 
been seen with a multitude about him, he fell into 
no small disturbance nnd trouble; but as he knew 
that David was a bold and courageous man, he 
suspected that somewhat extraordinary would 
appear from him, and that openly also, which 
would make him weep, and put him into dis¬ 
tress; so he called together to him his friends 
and his commanders, and the tribe from which 
he was himself derived, to the hill where his 
palace was; and sitting upon a place called 
Aroura, his courtiers that were in dignities, and 
the guards of his body being with him, lie spake 
thus to them: “You that are men of my own 
tribe, I conclude that you remember the benefits 
that 1 have bestowed upon you; and that I have 
made some of you owners of land, and made you 
commanders, and bestowed posts of honor upon 
you, and set some of you over the common peo¬ 
ple, and others over the soldiers; 1 ask you, 
therefore, whether you expect greater and more 
donations from the son of Jesse? For I know 
that you are all inclinable to him, even my own 
hon Jonathan himself is of that opinion, and per¬ 
suades you to be of the same; for I am not un¬ 
acquainted with the oaths and the covenants that 
are between him and David, and that Jonathan is 
a counsellor and an assistant to those that con¬ 
spire against me: and none of you are concerned 
about these things, but you keep silence, and 
watch to see what will be the upshot of these 
things.” When the king had done his speech, 
not one of the rest of those that were present 
made any answer; but Doeg the Syrian, who fed 
his mules, said, that he saw David when he 
came to the city of Nob to Ahimelech the high 
priest, and that he had learned future events by 
his prophesying: that he received food from him, 
and the sword of Goliath, and was conducted by 
him with security to such as he desired to go to. 

5. Saul therefore sent for the high priest, and 
for all his kindred, and said to them, “ What ter¬ 
rible or ungrateful thing hast thou suffered from 
me, that thou hast received the son of Jesse, and 
hast bestowed on him both food and weapons, 
when he was contriving to get the kingdom? 
And further, why didst thou deliver oracles to 
him concerning futurities? For thou couldst not 
be unacquainted that he was fled away from me, 
and that he hated my family.” But the high 
priest did not betake himself to deny what he had 
done, but confessed boldly that lie had supplied 
him with these things, not to gratify David, but 
Saul himself: and he said, “I did not know that 
he was thy adversary, but a servant of thine, 
who was very faithful to thee, and a captain over 
a thousand of thy soldiers, and, what is more 
than these, thy son-in-law and kinsman. Men 
do not use to confer such favors on their adver- 

* This city of N'oh wna not n city allotted to the priests, 
nor had ihe prophets, that we know of, any particular 
cities allotted to them. It seems the tabernacle was 
now at Noh, and prohahlya school of the prophets was 
here also. It wns full two days’journey on foot from Je¬ 
rusalem, 1 Ham. xxi. 5. The number of priests here slain 
in Josephus is three hundred nnd eighty-five, and but 
eighty-live in our Hebrew copies, yet nre thcythree hun¬ 
dred and five in the Heptuagint. I prefer Josephus’s 
number, the Hebrew having, I suppose, only dropped 
the hundreds, the other the lens. This city of Nob seems 
to hnvebcen the chief, or perhaps the only Heal of the 
family of Ithnmnr, which here perished, according to 
food’s former terrible threatenings to Eli, 1 Ham. ii. 
27—3C; lii. 11—It. See chap. iiv. sect. 9. hereafter. 
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saries, but on those who are esteemed to bear 
the highest good-will and respect to them. Nor 
is this the first time that I prophesied for him 
but 1 have done it often, and at other times, as 
well as now. And when he told me that he was 
sent by thee in great haste to do somewhat, if I 
had furnished him with nothing that he de¬ 
sired, I should have thought that it was rather in 
contradiction to thee than to him: wherefore,do 
not thou entertain any ill opinion of me, nor do 
thou have a suspicion of what I then thought an 
act of humanity, from what is now' told thee of 
David’s attempts against thee, for I did then to 
him as to thy friend and son-in-law, and captain 
of a thousand, and not as to thine adversary.” 

6. When the high priest had spoken thus, he 
did not persuade Saul; his fear was so prevalent, 
that he could not give credit to an apology that 
was very just. So he commanded his armed 
men that stood about him to kill him, and all his 
kindred; but as they durst not touch the high 
priest, but were more afraid of disobeying God 
than the king, he ordered Doeg the Syrian to kill 
them. Accordingly, he took to his assistance 
such wicked men as were like himself, and slew 
Ahimelech and his family, who were in all three 
hundred and eighty-five. Saul also sent to Nob,* 
the city of the priests, and slew all that were 
there, without sparing either women or children, 
or any other age, and burnt it; only there was 
one son of Ahimelech, whose name was Abia- 
thar, who escaped. However, these things came 
to pass as God had foretold to Eli the high priest, 
when he said that his posterity should be de¬ 
stroyed, on account of the transgressions of his 
two sons. 

7. Now this king Saul,f by perpetrating so bar¬ 
barous a crime, and murdering tne whole family 
of the high priestly dignity, by having no pity of 
the infants, nor reverence for the aged, and by 
overtbrow'ing the city which God had chosen for 
the property, and for the support of the priests 
and prophets which were there, and had ordain¬ 
ed as the only city allotted for the education of 
such men, gives all to understand and consider 
the disposition of men, that while they are pri¬ 
vate persons, and in a low condition, because it 
is not in their power to indulge nature, nor to 
venture upon what they wish for, they are eauita- 
ble and moderate, and pursue nothing but what is 
just, and bend their whole miods and labors that 
way; then it is that they have this belief about 
God, that he is present to all the actions of their 
lives, and that he does not only see the actions 
that are done, but clearly knows those their 
thoughts also, whence those actions do arise: 
but when once they are advanced into power and 
authority, then they put off all such notions; ana 
as if they were no other than actors upon a 
theatre, they lay aside their disguised parts and 
manners, and take up boldness, insolence, and a 
contempt of both human nnd divine laws; and 
this at a time when they especially stand in need 
of piety and righteousness, because they are 
then most of all exposed to envy, and all they 
think, and all they say, are in the view of all 
men; then it is that thev become so insolent in 
their actions, as though C*od saw them no longer, 

t Thiasection contains an admirable reflection of Jo- 
aepluiB concerning the general wickedness of men in 
great authority, and the danger they are in of rejecting 
that regard to justice nnd humanity, to divine provi¬ 
dence and the fear of God, which they either really had, 
or pretended to have, while they were in a lower condi¬ 
tion. It can never he loo often perused by kings and 
great men, nor by those w’ho expect to obtain such eleva¬ 
ted dignities among mankind. Seelhelike reflections of 
our Josephus, Antiq. B. vll. ch. i. sect. 5, at the end, nnd 
B. viil. ch. x. accl. 2, nt the beginning. They are to the 
like purport with one branch of Agur’e prnyer. • One 
thing have I required of thee, deny it me not before I 
die; give me not riches, leat ] he full and deny thee, and 
say, who is the Lord?’ Troy. xxi. 7—2. 
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or were afraid of them because of their power: 
and whatsoever it is that they either are afraid 
of by the rumors they hear, or they hate by in¬ 
clination, or they love without reason, these seem 
to them to be authentic, and firm, and true, and 
pleasing both to men and to God; but as to what 
will come hereafter, they have not the least re¬ 
gard to it. They raise those to honor indeed 
who had been at a great deal of pains for them, 
and after that honor they envy them; and 
when they have brought them into high dignity, 
they do not only deprive them of what they had 
obtained, but also, ou that very account, of their 
lives also, and that on wicked accusations, and 
mch as, on account of their extravagant nature, 
we incredible. They also punish men for their 
ictions, not such as deserve condemnation, but 
•rom calumnies and accusations without exam- 
nation; and this extends not only to such as de¬ 
serve to be punished, but to as many as they are 
,ble to kill. This reflection is openly confirmed 
’•o us from the example of Saul, tne son of Kish, 
who was the first king who reigned after our 
aristocracy and government under the judges 
were over; and that by his slaughter ot three 
hundred priests and prophets, on occasion of his 
suspicion about Ahimelech, and by the additional 
wickedness of the overthrow of their city, and 
this as if he were endeavoring in some sort to 
render the temple [tabernacle] destitute, both of 
priests and prophets, which endeavor he show¬ 
ed by slaying so many of them, and not suffering 
the very city belonging to them to remain, that 
so others might succeed them. 

3. But Abiathar the son of Ahimelech, who 
alone could be saved out of the family of priests 
slain by Saul, fled to David, and informed him of 
the calamity that had befallen their family, and 
of the slaughter of his father; who hereupon 
said, “He was not unapprised of what would 
follow with relation to them when he saw Doeg 
there; for he had then a suspicion that the high 
priest would be falsely accused by him to the 
king, and he blamed himself as having been the 
cause of this misfortune.” But he desired him to 
stay there and abide with him, as in a place where 
he might be better concealed than any w r here 
else. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Hoio David , when he had twice the Opportunity 
of killing; Said, did not kill him. Jllso con¬ 
cerning • the Death of Samuel and Nabal. 

$ 1. About this time it was that David heard 
how the Philistines had made an inroad into the 
country of Keilah, and robbed it; so he ofi'ered 
himself to fight against them, if God, when he 
should be consulted by the prophet, would grant 
him the victory. And when the prophet said, 
that God gave a signal of victor)', he made a sud¬ 
den onset upon the Philistines with his compa¬ 
nions, and he shed a great deal of their blood, 
and carried off their prey, and stayed with the 
inhabitants of Keilah, till they had securely ga¬ 
thered in their corn and their fruits. However, 
it was told Saul the king, that David was with 
the men uf Keilah; for what had been done, and 
the great success that had attended him, w’ere 
not confined among the people where the things 
were done, but the fame of it went all abroad, 
and came to the hearing of others, and both the 
fact as it stood, and the author of the fact, w r ere 
carried to the king’s ears. Then was Saul glad 
when he heard that David was in Keilah; and he 
said,“God hath now put him into my hands, 
since he hath obliged him to come into a city 
that hath walls, and gates, and bars.” So he 
commanded all the people to set upon Keilah 
suddenly, and when they had besieged and taken 
it, to kill David. But w'hen David perceived 
this, and learned of God, that if he stayed there, 
the men of Keilah w-ould deliver him up to Saul, 
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he took his four hundred men, and retired into a 
desert that was over against a city called Engedi. 
So when the king heard that he was fled away 
from the men of Keilah, he left off his expedi¬ 
tion against him. 

2. Then David removed thence, and came to a 
certain place called the New Place, belonging to 
Ziph; where Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to 
him, and saluted him, and exhorted him to be ot 
good courage, and to hope well as to his condi¬ 
tion hereafter, and not to despond at his present 
circumstances, for that he should be king, and 
have all the forces of the Hebrews under him; 
but told him, that such happiness uses to come 
with great labor and pains; they also took oaths, 
that they would all their lives long continue in 
good-will and fidelity one to another; and he 
called God to witness, as to what execrations he 
made upon himself, if he should transgress his 
covenant, and should change to a contrary beha¬ 
vior. So Jonathan left him there, having ren¬ 
dered his cares and fears somewhat lighter, and 
returned home. Now the men of Ziph, to gra¬ 
tify Saul, informed him that David abode with 
them, and [assured him] that if he would come 
to them, they would deliver him up, so that if the 
king could seize on the straits of Ziph, David 
could not escape to any other people. So the 
king commended them, and confessed that he 
had reason to thank them, because they had 
given him information of his enemy; and he pro¬ 
mised them that it should not be long ere he 
would requite their kindness. He also sent men 
to seek for David, and to search the wilderness 
wherein he was; and he answered, that he him¬ 
self w’ould follow them. Accordingly, they went 
before the king, to hunt for, and to catch David, 
and used endeavors, not only to show their 
good-will to Saul, by informing him where his 
enemy was, but to evidence the same more plain¬ 
ly by delivering him up into his power. But 
these men failed of those their unjust and wicked 
desires, who, while they underwent no hazard 
by not discovering such an ambition of revealing 
this to Saul, yet did they falsely accuse, and pro¬ 
mise to deliver up, a man beloved of God, and 
one that was unjustly sought for to be put to 
death, and one that might otherwise have lain 
concealed, and this out of flattery, and expecta¬ 
tion of gain from the king; for when David was 
apprized of the malignant intention of the men 
of Ziph, and of the approach of Saul, he left the 
straits of that country, and fled to the great rock 
that was in the wilderness of Maon. 

3. Hereupon, Saul made haste to pursue him 
thither; for as he was inarching, he learned that 
David was gone away from the straits of Ziph, 
and Saul removed to the other side of the rock. 
But the report that the Philistines had a^ain 
made an incursion into the country of the He¬ 
brews, called Saul another way from the pursuit 
of David, w r hen he was ready to be caught; for 
he returned back again to oppose those Philis¬ 
tines, .who were naturally their enemies, as judg 
ing it more necessary to avenge himself of them 
than to take a great deal ol pains to catch an 
enemy of his own, and to overlook the ravage 
that was made in the land. 

4. And by this means David unexpectedly es¬ 
caped out of the danger he was in, and came to 
the straits of Engedi. And when Saul had dri¬ 
ven the. Philistines out of the .and there came 
some messengers, whd told him that David abode 
within the bounds of Engedi: so he took three 
thousand chosen men that were armed, and made 
haste to him, and when he was not far from those 
places, he saw a deep and hollow cave by the 
way side; it was open to a great length and 
breadth, and there it was that David with his 
four hundred men were concealed. "When there¬ 
fore he had occasion to ease nature, he entered 
into it by himself alone; and being seen by one’ 
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of David’s companions, and he that saw him, 
saying to him, that ‘'he had now, by God’s pro¬ 
vidence, an opportunity of avenging himself of 
his adversary; and advising him to cut off his 
head, and so deliver himself out of that tedious 
wandering condition, and the distress he was in,” 
he rose up, and only cut off the skirt of that gar¬ 
ment which Saul had on. But soon he repented 
of what he had done; and said it was not right 
to kill him that was his master, and one whom 
God had thought worthy of the kingdom: “for 
that although he were wickedly disposed towards 
us, yet does it not behove me to be so disposed 
towards him.” But when Saul had left the cave, 
David came near, and cried out aloud, and de¬ 
sired Saul to hear him: whereupon the king 
turned his face back, and David, according to 
custom, fell down on his face before the king, 
and bowed to him; and said, “0 king, thou 
oughtest not to hearken to wicked men, nor to 
such as forge calumnies, nor to gratify them so 
far as to believe what they say, nor to enter¬ 
tain suspicions of such as are your best friends, 
but tojudge of the disposition of all men by their 
actions, for calumny deludes men, but men’s own 
actions are a clear demonstration of their kind¬ 
ness. Words indeed, in their own nature, may 
be either true or false, but men’s actions expose 
their intentions nakedly to our view. By these, 
therefore, it will be well for thee to believe me, 
as to my regard to thee and to thy house, and 
not to believe those that frame such accusations 
against me as never came into my mind, nor are 
possible to be executed, and do this farther by 
pursuing after my life, and have no concern 
either day or night, but how to compass my life 
and to murder me, which thing I think thou dost 
unjustly prosecute. For how comes it about, 
that thou hast embraced this false opinion about 
me, as if I had a desire to kill thee? Or how canst 
thou escape the crime of impiety towards God, 
when thou wishest thou couldst kill, anddeemest 
thine adversary, a man who had it in his power 
this day to avenge himself, and to punish thee, 
but would not do it, nor make use of such an op¬ 
portunity, which, if it had fallen out to thee 
against me, thou hadst not let it slip; for when I 
cut off the skirt of thy garment, I could have 
done the eame to thy head?” So he showed 
him the piece of his garment, and thereby made 
him agree to what he said to be true; and 
added, “I, for certain, have abstained from ta¬ 
king a just revenge upon thee,* yet art thou not 
ashamed to prosecute file with unjust hatred. 
May God do justice, and determine about each 
of our dispositions.” But Saul was amazed at 
the strange delivery he had received; and being 
greatly affected with the moderation and dispo¬ 
sition uf the young man, he groaned: and when 
David had done the same, the king answered, 
that “he had the justest occasion to groan, for 
thou hast been the author of good to me, as I 
have been the author of calamity to thee. And 
thou hast demonstrated this day, that thou pos- 
scsscst the righteousness of the ancients, who 
determined that men ought to save their enemies, 
though they caught them in a desert place. I 
am now persuaded that God reserves the king¬ 
dom for thee, and that thou wilt obtain the do¬ 
minion over all the llehrews. Ciive me then in¬ 
surance upon oath, that thou wilt not root out 
my family, nor, out of remembrance of what evil 
I nave done thee, destroy my posterity, but save 
and preserve my house.” So David sware as he 

* This phrase in David’s speech to Paul, ns set down 
in Josephus, lhat he had abstained from just reoenge, 
puts me in inind of the like words in the Apostolical 
Constitutions, H. vii. chap. ii. that ‘ revenge is not evil, 
but patience is more honorable.’ 

t The number of men lhat came first to David, are dis¬ 
tinctly in Josephus, and in our common copies,but four 
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desired, and sent back Saul to his own kingdom, 
but he, and those that were with him, went up 
to the straits of Mastheroth. 

5. About this time Samuel the prophet died. 
He was a man whom the Hebrews honored in 
an extraordinary degree; for that lamentation 
which the people made for him, and this during 
a long time, manifested his virtue, and the affec¬ 
tion which the people bore for him; as also did 
the solemnity and concern that appeared about 
his funeral, and about the complete observation 
of all his funeral rites. They buried him in bis 
own city Ramah; and wept for him a very great 
number of days, not looking on it as a sorrow for 
the death of another man, but as that in which 
they were every one themselves concerned. He 
was a righteous man, and gentle in his nature 
and on that account he was very clear to God. 
Now he governed and presided over the people 
alone, after the death of Eli the high priest, 
twelve years, and eighteen years together with 
Saul the king: and thus we have finished the 
history of Samuel. 

6. There was a man that was a Ziphite, of the 
city of Maon, who was rich, and had a vast num¬ 
ber of cattle: for he fed a flock of three thousand 
sheep, and another flock of a thousand goats. 
Now David had charged his associates to keep 
.these flocks without nurt and without damage, 
and to do them no mischief, neither out of covet¬ 
ousness, nor because they were in want, nor be¬ 
cause they w r ere in the wilderness, and so could 
not easily be discovered: but to esteem freedom 
from injustice above all other motives, and to 
look upon the touching of what belonged to an¬ 
other man as a horrible crime, and contrary to 
the will of God. These were the instructions he 
gave, thinking that the favors he granted this 
man were granted to a good man, and one that 
deserved to have such care taken of his affairs. 
This man was Nabal, for that was his name, a 
harsh man, and of a very wicked life, being like 
a cynic in the course of his behavior, but still 
had obtained for his wife n woman of good cha¬ 
racter, wise and handsome. To this Nabal, there¬ 
fore, David sent ten men of his attendants at the 
time when he sheared his sheep, and by them 
saluted him: and also wished he might do what 
he now did for many years to come, but desired 
him to make him a present of what he was able 
to give him, since he had, to be sure, learned 
from his shepherds, that he had done them no in¬ 
jury, but had been their guardian a long time 
together, while they continued in the wilderness; 
and lie assured him he should never repent of 
giving any thing to David. When the messen¬ 
gers had carried this message to Nabal, he ac¬ 
costed them after an inhuman and rough man¬ 
ner; for he nsked them, who David was? and 
when he heard that he was the son of Jesse, 
“Now is the time, said he, that fugitives grow in¬ 
solent, nnd make a figure, and leave their mas¬ 
ters.” When they told David this, he was wroth; 
nnd commanded fbnr hundred armed men to fol¬ 
low him; and left two hundred to take care of the 
stuff, (for lie had already six hundred,)* and went 
against Nabal; he also sware, that he would that 
night utterly destroy the whole house and pos¬ 
sessions of Nnbal: for that he was grieved, not 
only that he had proved ungrateful to them 
without making any return for the humanity they 
had shown him, but that he also had reproached 
them, and used ill language to them, when he 
had received no cause of disgust from them. 

hundred. When he was at Kcilah,still but four hun¬ 
dred, both in Josephus and in the LXXIT; but six hun¬ 
dred in our Hebrew copies, 1 Sam. xxiii. 13; xxx. 9, 10. 
Now the six hundred, there mentioned, are here intima¬ 
ted by Josephus lo have been ao many, only by an aug¬ 
mentation of 1 wo hundred afterward, which,! suppose, 
Is the true solution of this aeeming disagreement. 
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7. Hereupon, one of those that kept the flocks 
of Nabal, said to his mistress, Nabal’s wife, that 
“whenDavid sent to her husband, he had recei¬ 
ved no civil answer at all from him, but that her 
husband had moreover added very reproachful 
language, while yet David had taken extraordi¬ 
nary care to keep his flocks from harm, and that 
what had passed would prove very pernicious to 
his master.” When the servant had said this, 
Abigail, for that was the wife’s name, saddled 
her asses, and loaded them with all sorts of pre¬ 
sents: and without telling her husband any thing 
of what she was about, (for he was not sensible, 
on account of his drunkenness,) she went to Da¬ 
vid. She was then met by David as she was de¬ 
scending a hill, who was coming against Nabal 
with four hundred men. When the woman saw 
David, she leaped down from her ass, and fell on 
her face, and bowed down to the ground; and in- 
treated him not to bear in mind the words of 
Nabal, since he knew that he resembled his 
name; now Nabal, in the Hebrew tongue, signi¬ 
fies ‘folly.’ So she made her apology, “That 
she did not see the messengers whom he sent; 
forgive me therefore, (said she,) and thank God 
who hath hindered thee from shedding human 
blood; for so long as thou keepest thyself inno¬ 
cent,* he will avenge thee of wicked men, for 
what miseries await Nabal, they will fall upon 
the heads of thine enemies. Be thou gracious 
to me, and think me so far worthy as to accept 
these presents from me; and out of regard to 
me, remit that wrath and that anger which thou 
hast against my husband and his nouse, for mild¬ 
ness and humanity become thee, especially as 
thou art to be our king.” Accordingly David, ac¬ 
cepted her presents, and said, “Nay, but 0 wo¬ 
man, it was no other than God’s mercy which 
brought thee to us to-day, for otherwise thou 
hadst not seen another day, I having swornf 
to destroy Nabal’s house this very night, and to 
leave alive not one of you who belonged to a man 
that was wicked and ungrateful to me and my 
companions: but now hast thou prevented me, 
and seasonably mollified my anger, as being thy¬ 
self under the care of God’s providence; but as 
for Nabal, although for thy sake he now escape 

unishment, he will not always avoid justice, for 
is evil conduct on some other occasion will be 
his ruin.” 

8. When David had said this, he dismissed the 
woman. But when she came home and found 
her husband feasting with a great company, and 
oppressed with wine, she said nothing then to 
him about what had happened: but on the next 
day, when he was sober, she told him all the 

f iarticulars, and made his whole body to appear 
ike that of a dead man by her w'ords, and by 
that grief which arose from them: so Nabal sur¬ 
vived ten days, and no more, and then died. And 
when David heard of his death, he said, that 
God had justly avenged him of this man, for 
that Nabal died by his own wickedness, and had 
suffered punishment on his account, while he had 
kept his own hands clean.” At which time he 
understood, that the wicked are prosecuted by 
God; that he does not overlook any man, but 
bestows on the good what is suitable to them, 
and inflicts a deserved punishment on the wick¬ 
ed. So he sent to Nabal’s wife, and invited her 
to come to him, to live with him, and to be his wife. 
Whereupon she replied to those that came, that 

* In this, and the two next sections, we may perceive 
how Josephus, nay, how Abigail herself would under¬ 
stand the ‘ not avenging ourselves, but heaping coals of 
tire on the head of the injurious.’ Prov. xxv. 22; ltom. 
xii. 20; not as we commonly do now of melting them 
into kindness, hut of leaving them to the judgment of 
God, to whom vengeance belongeth, Dent, xxxil. 3a; 
Psalm xciv. J; Heh. x. 30; and who will take vengeance 
on the wicked. And since all God’9 judgments are 
just, and all fit to be executed, and all at lengtn for the 
good of the persous punished, I incline to think that to 


she was not worthy to touch his feet; however* 
she came with all her servants, and became his 
wife; having received that honor on account of 
her wise and righteous course of life. She also 
obtained the same honor, partly on account of 
her beauty. Now David had a wife before, whom 
he married from the city of Abesar; for as to 
Michal, the daughter of king Saul, who had been 
David’s wife, her father had given her in mar¬ 
riage to Phalti the son of Laish, who was of the 
city of Gallim. 

9. After this came certain of the Ziphites, and 
told Saul that David was come again into their 
country; and if he would afford them his assist¬ 
ance, they could catch him. So he came- to 
them with three thousand armed men; and upon 
the approach of night, he pitched his camp at a 
certain place called Hachilah. But when David 
heard that Saul was coming against him, he sent 
spies, and bid them let him know to what place 
of the country Saul was already come; and when 
they told him that be was atHachilah, he conceal¬ 
ed his going away from his own companions, aud 
came to Saul’s camp, having taken with him 
Abishai, his sister Zeruiah’s son, and Ahimelech 
the Hittite. Now Saul was asleep, and the arm¬ 
ed men, with Abner their commander, lay round 
about him in a circle. Hereupon David entered 
into the king’s tent: but he did neither kill Saul, 
though he knew where he lay, by the spear that 
was struck down by him, nor did he give leave 
to Abishai, who would have killed him, and was 
earnestly bent upon it, so to do: for he said, “It 
was a horrid crime to kill one that was ordained 
king by God, although he was a wicked man: for 
that He who gave him the dominion, would in 
time inflict punishment upon him.” So he re¬ 
strained his eagerness: but that it might appear 
to have been in his power to have killed him 
when he refrained from it, he took his spear and 
the cruse of water which stood by Saul as he lay 
asleep, without being perceived by any of the 
camp, who were all asleep, and went securely 
away, having performed every thing among the 
king’s attendants that the opportunity afforded, 
and his boldness encouraged mm to do. So when 
he had passed over a brook, and was gotten up 
to the top of a hill, whence he might be suffi¬ 
ciently heard, he cried aloud to Saul’s soldiers, 
and to Abner their commander, and awakened 
them cut of their sleep, and called both to him 
and to the people. Hereupon the commander 
heard him, and asked who it was that called 
him? To whom David replied, “It is I, the son 
of Jesse, whom you make a vagabond. But what 
is the matter? Dost thou, that art a man of so 
great dignity, and of the first rank in the king’s 
court, take so little care of thy master’s body? 
and is a sleep of more consequence to thee than 
his preservation, and thy care of him? This 
negligence of yours deserves death, and punish¬ 
ment to be inflicted on you, who never perceived 
when a little while ago some of us entered into 
your camp, nay, as far as to the king himself, and 
all the rest of you. If thou look for the king’s 
spear, and his cruse of water, thou wilt learn 
what a mighty misfortune was ready to overtake 
you in your very ennm without vour knowing 
of it.” Now, when Saul knew t)avid's voice, 
and understood that when he had him in lib 
power while lie was asleep, anti his guards took 
no care of him, yet did not lie kill him, but spared 

be the meaning of this phrase of heaping coals of fire on 
their heads. 

t We may note here, that how sacred soever an oath 
was esteemed among the people of GoA in old times, 
they did not think it obligatory where tbc action was 
plainly unlawful: for so we see it was in this ease of 
David, who. although he had sworn to destroy Nabal 
and his family, yet does he here, and 1 Sam. xxv. 32— 
34, bless God for preventing his keeping his oath, and 
from shedding of blood, as he had sworn to do. 
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him when he might justly have cut him off, he 
said, that “ he owed him thanks for his preser¬ 
vation; and exhorted him to be of good courage, 
and not to be afraid of suffering any mischief 
from him any more, and to return to his own 
home, for he was now persuaded, that he did not 
love himself so well as he was beloved by him: 
that he had driven away him that could guard 
him, and had given many demonstrations of his 
good-will to him: that he had forced him to live 
so long in a state of banishment, and in great 
fears of his life, destitute of his friends and his 
kkidred, while still he was often saved by him, 
and frequently received his life again when it 
was evidently in danger of perishing.” So Da¬ 
vid bade them send lor the spear and the cruse 
of water, and take them back; adding this withal, 
that “God would be the judge of both their dis¬ 
positions, nnd of the actions that flowed from the 
same, who knows that when it was this day in my 
power to have killed thee, I abstained from it.” 

10. Thus Saul, having escaped the hands of 
David twice, he went his way to his royal palace, 
and his own city: but David was afraid, that if 
he stayed there he should be caught by Saul, so 
he thought it better to go up into the land of the 
Philistines and abide there. Accordingly, he 
came, with the six hundred men that were with 
him, to Achish, the king of Gath, which was 
one of their five cities. Now the king received 
both him and his men, and gave them a place 
to inhabit in. He had with him also his two 
wives, Ahinoam and Abigail, and he dwelt in 
Gath. But when Saul heard this, he took no 
farther care about sending to him, or going after 
him, because he had been twice, in a manner, 
caught by him, while he was himself endeavor¬ 
ing to catch him. However, David had no mind 
to continue in the city of Gath, but desired 
the king, that, since he had received him with 
such humanity, that he would grant him another 
favor, and bestow upon him some place of that 
country for his habitation; for he was ashamed, 
by living in the city, to be grievous and burden¬ 
some to him. So Achish gave him a certain 
village called Ziklag; which place David and 
his sons were fond of when ne was king, and 
reckoned it to be their peculiar inheritance. But 
about those matters we will give the reader 
farther information elsewhere. Now the time 
that David dwelt in Ziklag, in the land of the 
Philistines, was four months and twenty days. 
And now he privately attacked those Geshurites 
and Amalekites that were neighbors to the Phi¬ 
listines, and laid waste their country, and took 
much prey of their beasts and camels, and then 
returned home; but David abstained from the 
men, as fearing they should discover him to king 
Achish, yet did he send part of the prey to him 
as a free gift. And when the king inquired 
whom they had attacked when they brought 
away the prev, lie said those that lav on the 
south of the Jews, and inhabited in the plain; 
whereby he persuaded Achish to approve of 
what lie had done, for he hoped that David had 
fought against his own nation, and that now he 
should have him for his servant all his life long, 
t and that he would stay in his country. 

CHAP. XIV. 

How Saul , upon dod'snot answering him con- 
cerning the Fight with the Philistines, desired 
a necromantic ff 'oman to raise up the Soul of 
Samuel to him; and how he died, with his Sons , 
upon the overthrow of the Hebrews in Battle. 

\ 1. Akout the same time the Philistines re¬ 
solved to make war against the Israelites, nnd 
sent to all their confederntcs that they would go 
along with them to the war to Keggen, [near the 
city Shunem,] whence they might gather them¬ 
selves together and suddenly attack the lle- 


OF THE JEWS. 

brews. Then did Achish, the king of Gath, de¬ 
sire David to assist them with his armed men 
against the Hebrews. This he readily promised, 
and said, that the time was now come wherein 
he might reejuite him for his kindness and hos¬ 
pitality: so tne king promised to make him the 
Keeper of his body after the victory, supposing 
that the battle with the enemy succeeded to 
their mind; which promise of fionorand confi¬ 
dence he made on purpose to increase his *zeal 
for his service. 

2. Now Saul, the king of the Hebrews, had 
cast out of the country the fortunetellers, and 
the necromancers, and all such as exercised the 
like arts, excepting the prophets. But when he 
heard that the Philistines w'ere already come, 
and had pitched their camp near the city Shu¬ 
nem, situate in the plain, he made haste to op¬ 
pose them with his forces; and when he was 
come to a certain mountain called Gilboa, he 
pitched his camp over against the enemy; but 
when he saw the enemy’s army, he was greatly 
troubled, because it appeared to him to be nu¬ 
merous, and superior to his own; and he inqui¬ 
red of God by the prophets concerning the bat¬ 
tle, that he might know beforehand what would 
be the event of it. And when God did not an¬ 
swer him, Saul was under a still greater dread, 
and his courage fell, foreseeing, as was but rea¬ 
sonable to suppose, that mischief would befall 
him, now God was not there to assist him: yet 
did he bid his servants to inquire out for him 
some woman that was a necromancer, and called 
up the souls of the dead, that so he might know 
wnether his affairs would succeed to his mind; 
for this sort of necromantic women that bring 
up the souls of the dead, do by them foretell fu¬ 
ture events to such as desire them. And one of 
his servants told him, that there was such a wo¬ 
man in the city of Endor, but was known to no¬ 
body in the camp: hereupon Saul put off his 
royal apparel, and took two of those his servants 
with him, whom he knew to be most faithful to 
him, and came to Endor to the woman, and en¬ 
treated her to act the part of a fortuneteller, and 
to bring up such a soul to him as he should name 
to her. But when the woman opposed his mo¬ 
tion, and said, she did not despise the king, who 
had banished this sort of fortunetellers, and that 
he did not do well himself, when she had done 
him no harm, to endeavor to lay a snare for her, 
and to discover that she exercised a forbidden 
art, in order to procure her to be punished, he 
sware that nobody should know what she did; 
and that he would not tell any one else what she 
foretold, but that she should incur no danger. 
As soon as be had induced her by this oath to 
fear no harm, he bade her bring tin to him the soul 
of Samuel. She not knowing who Samuel was, 
called him out of llades. When he anneared, 
and the woman saw one that was venerable, and 
of a divine form, she was in disorder; and being 
astonished at the sight, she said, “Art not thou 
king Saul?” for Samuel had informed her who 
he was. When he had owned that to be true, and 
had asked her whence her disorder arose, she 
said, that “she saw a certain person ascend, 
who in his form was like to a god.” And when 
he bade, her tell him what he resembled, in what 
habit he appeared, and of what age he. was, she 
told him, “He was an old man already, and of n 
glorious personage, nnd had on a sacerdotal man¬ 
tle.” So the king discovered by these signs that 
he was Samuel; and he fell down upon the. 
ground, and saluted, and worshiped him. And 
uhen the soul of Samuel asked him, why he had 
di>turbed him, and caused him to be brought up, 
he lamented the necessity he was under; for he 
said, “That his enemies pressed heavily upon 
him; that lie was in dislrcss what to do in his 
present circumstances; that he was forsaken of 
God, and could obtain no prediction of what 
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was comtng, neither by prophets nor dreams, 
and that these were the reasons why I have re¬ 
course to thee, who always tookest care of me.” 
But Samuel, seeing that the end of Saul's life 
was come,* said, “It is vain for thee to desire 
to learn of me any thing farther, when God hath 
forsaken thee; however, hear what I say, that 
David is to be king, and to finish this war with 
good success; and thou art to lose thy dominion 
and thy life, because thou didst not obey God in 
the war with the Amalekites, and hast not kept 
his commandments, as I foretold thee while I 
was alive. Know, therefore, that the people shall 
be made subject to their enemies, and that thou, 
with thy sons, shall fall in the battle to-morrow, 
and thou shalt then be with me [in Hades.”] 

3. When Saul had heard this, he could not 
speak for grief, and fell down on the floor, whe¬ 
ther it were from the sorrow that arose upon 
what Samuel had said, or from his emptiness, 
for he had taken no food the foregoing day nor 
night, he easily fell quite down: and when with 
difficulty he had recovered himself, the woman 
would force him to eat, begging this of him as a 
favor on account of her concern in that danger¬ 
ous instance of fortunetelling, which it was not 
lawful for her to have done, because of the fear 
she was under of the king, while she knew not 
who he was, yet did she undertake it, and go 
through with it, on which account she entreated 
him to admit that a table and food might be set 
before him, that he might recover his strength, 
and so get safe to his own camp. And when he 
opposed her motion, and entirely rejected it, by 
reason of his anxiety, she forced him, and at last 
persuaded him to it. Now she had one calf that 
she was very fond of, and one that she took a 
great deal of care of, and fed it herself, for she 
was a woman that got her living by the labor 
of her own hands, and had no other possession 
but that one calf; this she killed, and made ready 
its flesh, and set it before his servants and him¬ 
self. So Saul came to the camp while it yet was 
night. 

4. Now it is but just to recommend the gene¬ 
rosity of this woman,f because when the king 
had forbidden her to use that art whence her 
circumstances were bettered and improved, and 
when she had never seen the king before, she 
still did not remember to his disadvantage that 
he had condemned her sort of learning, and did 
not refuse him as a stranger, and one that she 
had no acquaintance with; but she had compas¬ 
sion upon him, and comforted him, and exhorted 
him to do what he was greatly, averse to, and 
offered him the only creature she had, as a poor 
woman, and that earnestly, and with great hu¬ 
manity, while she had no requital made to her 
tor her kindness, nor hunted after any future 
favor from him for she knew he was to die; 
whereas men are naturally either ambitious to 
please those that bestow benefits upon them, or 
are very ready to serve those from whom they 
may receive some advantage It would be well 
therefore to imitate the example of this woman, 
and to do kindness to all such as are in want; 
and to think that nothing is better, nor more be¬ 
coming mankind, than such a general benefi¬ 
cence, nor what will sooner render God favora¬ 
ble, and ready to bestow good things upon us. 
And so far may suffice to have spoken concerning 

* Tltte history of SauPs consultation, not with a witch , 
as we render the Hebrew word here, but with a necro¬ 
mancer , as the whole history shows, is easily under¬ 
stood, especially if we consult the recognitions of Cle¬ 
ment, b. i. chap. v. at large, and more briefly, and nea¬ 
rer the days of Samuel, Ecclus. xlvi. 20. “Samuel pro¬ 
phesied after his death, and showed the king his end, 
and lifted up his voice from the earth in prophecy, to 
blot out the wickedness of the people.” Nor does the ex¬ 
actness of the accomplishment of this prediction, the 
very next day, permit us to supnn*? »?y imposition up¬ 
on Saul in the present history; tor as to all modern by- 


I this woman. But I shall speak further upon 
I another subject, which will afford me an oppor 
tunity of discoursing on what is for the advan 
tage of cities, and people, and nations, and suited 
to the taste of good men, and will encourage 
them all iu the prosecution of virtue, and is ca¬ 
pable of showing them the method of acquiring 
glory, and an everlasting fame; and of imprint¬ 
ing in the kings of nations, and the rulers of ci¬ 
ties, great inclination and diligence of doing 
well; as also of encouraging them to undergo 
dangers, and to die for their countries, and of 
instructing them how to despise all the most ter¬ 
rible adversities; and I have a fair occasion of¬ 
fered me to enter on such a discourse, by Saul, 
king of the Hebrews: for although he knew 
what was coming upon him, and that he was to 
die immediately, by the prediction of the pro¬ 
phet, he did not resolve to fly from death, nor so 
far to indulge the love of fife, as to betray his 
own people to the enemy, or to bring a disgrace 
on his royal dignity; but exposing himself, as 
well as all his family and children to dangers, 
he thought it a brave thing to fall together with 
them, as he was fighting for his subjects, and 
that it was better his sons should die thus, show¬ 
ing their courage, than to leave them to theii 
uncertain conduct afterward, while, instead of 
succession and posterity, they gained commenda¬ 
tion and a lasting name. Such a one alone seems 
to me to be a just, a courageous, and a prudent 
man; and when any one has arrived at these 
dispositions, or shall hereafter arrive at them, he 
is the man that ought to be by all honored with 
the testimony of a virtuous or courageous man; 
for as to those that go out to war with hopes of 
success, and that they shall return safe, suppo¬ 
sing they have performed some glorious action, I 
think those do not do .vyell who call these valiant 
men, as so many historians and other writers 
who treat of them are wont to do, although I 
confess those do justly deserve some commenda¬ 
tion also; but those only may be styled courage¬ 
ous and bold in great undertakings, and despi- 
sers of adversities, who imitate Saul; for as for 
those that do not know what the event of war 
will be as to themselves, and though they do not 
faint in it, but deliver themselves up to uncertain 
futurity, and are tossed this way and that way, 
this is not so very eminent an instance of a gen¬ 
erous mind, although they happen to pertorm 
many great exploits; but when men’s minds ex¬ 
pect no good event, but they know beforehand 
thej r must die, and that they must undergo that 
death in the battle also, after this neither to be 
affrighted, nor to be astonished at the terflble 
fate that is coming, but to go directly upon it, 
when they know it beforehand, this it is that I 
esteem the character of a man truly courageous. 
Accordingly, this Saul did, and thereby demon¬ 
strated that all men who desire fame after they 
are dead, %re so to act as they may obtain the 
same: this especially concerns kings, who ought 
not to think it enough in their high station that 
they are not wicked in the government of their 
subjects, but to be more than moderately pood to 
them. I could say more than this about Saul 
and his courage, tile subject affording matter suf¬ 
ficient; but that I may not appear to run out 
improperly in his commendation, I it turn again 
to that history from which I made this digression. 

potheses against the natural sense of such ancient nn<l 
authentic histories, I take them to he of very small va¬ 
lue or consideration. 

| These great commendations of this necromantic 
woman of Endor, and of PsuPs mariial courage, when 
yet he knew lie should die in ihc battle, are somewhat 
unusual digressions in Josephus. They seem io be ex¬ 
tracted from some speeches or declamations of his, 
composed formerly in the way of oratory, that layby 
him, and which lie thought tit io insert upon this 
occasion. See before on Antiq. b. ii. chap, v 
sect. 8. 
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5. Now when the Philistines, as I said before, 
had pitched their camp, and had taken an ac¬ 
count of their forces, according to their nations, 
and kingdoms, and governments, king Achish 
came last of all with his own army; after whom 
came David with his six hundred armed men. 
And when the commanders of the Philistines 
saw him, they asked the king whence these He¬ 
brews came, and at whose invitation. He an¬ 
swered, that “It was David, who was fled away 
from his master Saul, and that he had entertain¬ 
ed him when he came to him, and that now he 
was willing to make him a requital for his fa¬ 
vors, and to avenge himself upon Saul, and so 
was become his confederate.” The commanders 
complained of this, that he had taken him for a 
confederate who was an enemy; and gave him 
counsel to send him away, lest he should una¬ 
wares do his friends a great deal of mischief by 
entertaining him, for that he afforded him an op¬ 
portunity of being reconciled to his master by 
doing mischief to our army. They thereupon 
desired him, out of a prudent foresight of this, 
to send him away, with his six hundred armed 
men, to the place he had given him for his habi¬ 
tation; that this was that David whom the vir¬ 
gins celebrated in their hymns, as having de¬ 
stroyed many ten thousands of the Philistines. 
When the king of Gath heard this, he thought 
they spake well; so he called David, and said to 
him, “ As for myself, I can bear witness that 
tbuu hast shown great diligence and kindness 
about me, and on tnat account it was that I took 
thee for my confederate; however, what 1 have 
done does not please the commanders of the 
Philistines; go therefore within a day’s time to 
the place I have given thee, without suspecting 
any harm, and there keep my country, lest any 
of our enemies should make an incursion upon 
it, which will be one part of that assistance 
which I expect from thee.” So David came to 
Ziklag, as the king of'Gath bid him; but it hap¬ 
pened, that while ne was gone to the assistance 
of the Philistines, the Amalekites had made an 
incursion, and taken Ziklag before, and had 
burnt it: and when they had taken a great deal of 
other prey out of that place, and out of the 
other parts orf the Philistines’ country, they de¬ 
parted. 

C. Now when David found that Ziklag was 
laid waste, and that it was all spoiled, and that 
as well his own wives, who were two, as the 
wives of his companions/ with their children, 
were made captives, he presently rent his 
clothes, weeping and lamenting, together with 
his friends; and indeed he w r as so cast down 
with these misfortunes, that at length tears 
themselves failed him. He was also in danger 
of being stoned to death by his companions, who 
were greatly afllicted at the captivity of their 
wives and children, for they laid the blame upon 
him of what had happened. But when he liad 
recovered himself out of his grief, and had raised 
up his mind to God, he desired the high priest 
Abiathar to put on his sacerdotal garments, and 
to inquire of God, and to prophesy to him, 
•‘Whether God would grant, that if he pursued 
after the Amalekites, he should overtake them, 
and save their wivfg and their children, and 
avenge himself on the enemies.” And when the 
high priest bade him pursue after them, he 
inarched apace, with his six hundred men, after 
the enemy; and when he was come to a certain 
brook called Besor, and had lit upon one that was 
wandering about, an Egyptian by birth, who was 
almost dead with want and famine, (for lie had 
continued wandering about without food in the 
wilderness three days,) he Grst of all gave him 
sustenance, both meat and drink, and thereby 
refr< shed hint. He then asked him to whom he 
belonged, and whence be came? Whereupon the 
mau told him lie was an Egyptian by birth, and 
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was left behind by his master, because he was 
so sick and weak that he could not follow him. 
He also informed hint, that he tva9 one of those 
that had burnt and plundered, not only other 
parts of Judea, but Ziklag itself also. So David 
made use of hini as a guide to find out the Anta- 
lekites; and when he had overtaken them, as 
they lay scattered about on the ground, some at 
dinner, some disordered, and entirely drunk 
with wine, and in the fruition of their spoils and 
their prey, he fell upon them on the sudden, and 
made a great slaughter among them, for they 
were naked, and expected no such thing, but had 
betaken themselves to drinking and feasting, and 
so they were all easily destroyed. Now some of 
them that were overtaken as they lay at the 
table, were slain in that posture, and their blood 
brought up with it their meat and their drink. 
They slew others of them as they were drinking 
to one another in their cups, and some of them 
when their full bellies had made them fall asleep; 
and for so many as had time to put on all their 
armor, they slew' them with the sword with no 
less ease than they did those that were naked; 
and for the partisans of David, they continued 
also the slaughter from the first hour of the day 
to the evening, so that there were not above four 
hundred of the Amalekites left, and they only 
escaped by getting upon their dromedaries anil 
camels. Accordingly, David recovered not only 
all the spoils which the enemy had carried away, 
but his wives also, and the wives of his compan¬ 
ions. But when they were come to the place 
where they had left the two hundred men, which 
were not able to follow them, but were left to 
take care of the stuff, the four hundred men did 
not think fit to divide among them any other 
parts of what they had gotten, or of the prey, 
since they did not accompany them, but pre¬ 
tended to be feeble, and did not follow them in 
the pursuit of the enemy, but said, they should 
be contented to have safely recovered their 
wives; yet did David pronounce, that this opinion 
of theirs was evil and unjust, and that when God 
had granted them such a favor, that they had 
avenged themselves on their enemies, and had 
recovered all that belonged to themselves, they 
should make an equal distribution of what they 
had gotten to all, because the rest had tarried 
behind to guard their stuff; and from that time 
this law obtained among them, that those who 
guarded the stuff should receive an equal share 
with those that fought in the battle. Now when 
David was come to Ziklag, he sent portions of 
the spoils to all that had been familiar with him, 
and to his friends in the tribe of Judah. And 
thus ended the affair of the plundering of Ziklag, 
and of the slaughter of the Amalekites. 

7. Now upon the Philistines joining battle, 
there followed a sharp engagement, and the Phi¬ 
listines became the conquerors, and slew a great 
number of their enemies; hut Saul the king of Is¬ 
rael, and his sons, fought courageously, and with 
the utmost alacrity, as knowing that their entire 
glory lay in nothing else but dying honorably, 
and exposing themselves to the utmost danger 
from the enemy, (for they had nothing else to hope 
for,) so they brought upon themselves the whole 
power of the enemy, till they were encompassed 
round, and slain, but not before they had killed 
many of the Philistines. Now the sons of Saul 
were Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchisua; 
and when these were slain, the multitude of the 
Hebrews were put to flight, and all was disorder 
and confusion, and slaughter, upon the Philis¬ 
tines pressing in upon them. But Saul himself 
fled, having a strong body of soldiers about him; 
and upon the Philistines sending after him those 
that tlirew javelins and shot arrows, he lost all 
his company except a few; as for himself, he 
fought with groat bravery, and when lie had re¬ 
ceived so many wounds, that he was not able to 
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bear up, nor to oppose any longer, and yet was 
not able to kill himself, he bid his armor-bearer 
draw his sword, and run him through, before the 
enemy should take him alive. But his armor- 
bearer not daring to kill his master, he drew his 
own sword, and placing himself over against its 
point, he threw nimself upon it, and when he 
could neither run it through him, nor by leaning 
against it, make the sworcf pass through him, he 
turned him round, and asked a certain young 
man that stood by, who he was? and when he 
understood that he was an Amalekite, he desired 
him to force the sword through him, because he 
was not able to do it with his own hands, and 
thereby to procure him such a death as he de¬ 
sired. This the youngman did accordingly; and 
he took the golden bracelet that was on Saul’s 
arm, and his royal crown that was on his head, 
and ran away. And when Saul’s armor-bearer 
saw that he was slain, he killed himself; nor did 
any of the king’s guards escape, but they all fell 
upon the mountain called Gilboa. But when 
those Hebrews that dwelt in the valley beyond 
Jordan, and those who had their cities in the 
plain, heard that Saul and his sons were fallen, 
and that the multitude about them were destroy¬ 
ed, they r left their own cities, and fled to such as 
were the best fortified and fenced; and the Phi¬ 
listines finding those cities deserted, came and 
dwelt in them. 

8. On the next day, when the Philistines came 
to strip their enemies that were slain, they got 
the bodies of Saul and of his sons, and stripped 
them, and cut off their heads; and they sent 
messengers all about their country, to acquaint 

♦This way of speaking in Josephus, of fasting se¬ 
ven days without meat or drink, is almost like that of 
St. Paul’s, Acts xxvii. S3. “This day is the fourteenth 
day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, hav¬ 
ing taken nothing;” and as the nature of the thing, and 
the impossibility of strictly fasting so long, require us 
tounderstand both Josephus and thesacred author of 
this history,l Sam. xxxi. 13, from whence he took it, 
of only fasting till the evening; so must we understand 
St. Paul, either that this was the fourteenth day of their 
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them that their enemies were fallen; and they 
dedicated their armor in the temple of Astarte, 
but hung their bodies on crosses at the walls ot 
the city of Bethshan, which is now called Scvtho- 

f >olis. But when the inhabitants of Jabesli Gi- 
ead heard that they had dismembered the dead 
bodies of Saul and of his sons, they deemed it 
so horrid a thing to overlook this barbarity, ant 
to suffer them to be without funeral rites, tha‘. 
the most courageous and hardy among them 
(and indeed that city had in it men that were 
very stout, both in mind and in body) journeyed 
all night, and came to Bethshan, and approached 
to the enemy’s wall, and taking down the bodies 
of Saul and of his sons, they carried them to 
Jabesli, while the enemy were not able enough 
nor bold enough to hinder them, because of their 
great courage. So the people of Jabesh wept 
all in general, and buried their bodies in the 
best place of their country, which was named 
Aroura; and they observed a public mourning 
for them seven days, with their wives and chil¬ 
dren, beating their breasts, and lamenting the 
king and his sons, without either tasting meat or 
drink [till the evening.*] 

9. To this his sad end aid Saul come, according 
to the prophecy of Samuel, because he disobeyed 
the commands of God about the Amalekites, and 
on the account of his destroying the family of 
Ahimelech the high priest, with Ahimelech him¬ 
self, and the city of the high priests. Now Saul, 
when he had reigned eighteen years, while Sa¬ 
muel was alive, and after his death [two and 
twenty,] ended his life in this manner. 

tempestuous weather in the Adriatic Sea, as verse 27* 
or that on ihis fourteenth day alone they had con¬ 
tinued fasting, and had taken nothing before evening. 
The mention of their long abstinenee,ve r. 21, inclines 
me to believe the former explication to be the truth, and 
that the case was then for a fortnight what it was here 
for a week, that they kept all those days entirely as 
fasts till the evening, but not longer. See Judg. xx. 
26; xxi. 2; 1 Sam. xiv. 24; 2 Sam.i. 12; Arftiq. b. vii. 
chap. vii. sect. 4. 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FORTY YEARS.—FROM THE DEATH OF SAUL TO THE 

DEATH OF DAVID. 


CHAP. I. 

How David reigned over one Tribe at Hebron , 
while the Son of Saul reigned over the rest 
of the Multitude; and how in the civil IVar , 
which then arose, Asahel and Abner were slain. 

§ 1. This fight proved to he on the same day 
whereon David was come back to Ziklag, after 
he had overcome the Amalekites. Now when 
he had been already two da} r s at Ziklag there 
came to him the man who slew Saul, which was 
the third da}' after the fight. He had escaped 
out of the battle which the Israelites had with 
the Philistines, and had his clothes rent, and 
ashes upon his head. And when he had made 
bis obeisance to David, he inquired of him 
whence he came. He replied, from the battle of 
the Israelites: and he informed him, that the end 
of it was unfortunate, many ten thousands of the 
Israelites having been cut off, and Saul* together 
with his sons, slain. He also said, that he 
could well give him this information, because he 
was present at the victory gained over the He¬ 
brews, and was with the King when he fled. 
Nor did he deny that he had himself slnin the 
king, when he was ready to be taken by the 
enemy, and he himself exhorted him to do it, 
because, when he was fallen on his sword, his 
great wounds had made him so weak that lie 
was not able to kill himself. He also produced 
19 


demonstrations that the king was slain, which 
were the golden bracelets that had been on the 
king’s arms, and his crown, which he had taken 
away from Saul’s dead body, and had brought 
them to him. So David having no longer any 
room to call in question the truth of what he 
said, but seeing most evident marks that Saul 
was dead, he rent his garments, and continued 
all that day with his companions, in weeping 
and lamentation. This grief was augmented by 
the consideration of Jonathan, the son of Saul, 
who had been his most faithful friend, and the 
occasion of his own deliverance. He also de¬ 
monstrated himself to have such great virtue, 
and such great kindness for Saul, as not only to 
take his death to heart, though he had been fre¬ 
quently in danger of losing his life bv his means, 
but to punish him that slew him: for when 
David had said to hiui that he had become his 
own accuser, as the verv man who had slain the 
king, and when he had understood that lie was 
the son of an Amalekite, he commanded him to 
be slain. He also committed to writing some 
lamentations and funeral commendations of Saul 
and Jonathan, which have continued to my own 
age. 

2. Now when David had paid these honors to 
the king, he left off his mourning: and inquired 
of God oy the prophet, which of the cities of the 
tribe of Judah he would bestow upon him to 
N 
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dwell in? Who answered* that he bestowed 
upon him Hebron. So he left Ziklag, and came 
to Hebron, and took with him his wives, who 
were in number two, and his armed men; where¬ 
upon all ‘he people of the forementioned tribe 
came to him, and ordained him their king. But 
when he heard that the inhabitants of Jabesh- 
fiilcad had buried Saul and his sons, [honora¬ 
bly,] he sent to them and commended them, and 
took what they had done kindly, and promised 
to make them amends for their care of those that 
were dead; and at the same time he informed 
them, that the tribe of Judah had chosen him for 
their king. 

3. But as soon as Abner, the son of Ner, who 
was general of Saul’s army, and a very active 
man, and good-natured, knew that the king, and 
Jonathan, and his two other sons, were fallen in 
the battle, he made haste into the camp; and 
taking away with him the remaining son of Saul, 
whose name was Ishbosheth, he passed over the 
land beyond Jordan, and ordained him the king 
of the w'hole multitude, excepting the tribe of 
Judah; and made his royal seat in a place called 
in our own language Mahanaim, but in the lan¬ 
guage of the Grecians, The Camps; from whence 
Abner made haste with a select body of soldiers, 
to fight with such of the tribe of Judah as were 
disposed to it, for he was angry that this tribe had 
set up David for their king. But Joab, whose 
father w*as Suri, and his mother Zeruiah, David’s 
sister, who was general of David’s army, met 
him, according to David’s appointment. He had 
with him his brethren Abishai and Asaliel, as also 
all David’s armed men. Now when he met Ab¬ 
ner at a certain fountain, in the city of Gibeon, 
he prepared to fight. And when Abner said to 
him, that he had a mind to know r which of them 
had the most valiant soldiers, it was agreed be¬ 
tween them, that twelve soldiers of each side 
should fight together. So those that were chosen 
out by both the generals for this fight, came be¬ 
tween the.two armies, and throwing their lances 
one against the other, they drew their swords, 
and catching one another by the head, they held 
one another fast, and ran each other’s swords 
into their sides and groins, until they all, as it 
were by mutual agreement, perished together. 
When these were fallen down dead, the rest of 
the army came to a sore battle, and Abner’s men 
were beaten; and when they were beaten, Joab 
did not leave o(T pursuing them, but he pressed 
upon them, and excited the soldiers to follow' 
them close, and not to grow weary of killing 
them. His brethren also pursued them with 
great alacrity, and especially the younger, Asa- 
hcl, who was the most eminent of them. He 
was very famous for his swiftness of foot, for he 
could not only be too hard for men, but is report¬ 
ed to have overrun a horse, when they had a race 
together. This Asahel ran violently after Abner, 
and w’onld not turn in the least out of the straight 
way, either to the one side or to the other. 
Hereupon Abner turned back, and attempted art¬ 
fully to avoid his violence. Sometimes he bade 
him leave olf the pursuit, and take the armor of 
one of his soldiers; and sometimes, when he could 
not persuade him so to do, he exhorted him to 
restrain himself, and not to pursue him any 
longer, lest he should force him to kill him, and 
he should then not be able to look his brother in 
the face. But when Asahel w’ould not admit of 
any persuasion, but still continued to pursue him, 
Abner smote him with his spear, as he held it in 
his flight, and that by a back stroke, and gave 
him a deadly wound, so that he died immediate¬ 
ly; but those that were with him pursuing Ab¬ 
ner, when they came to the place where Asahel 
lay, they stood round about the dead body, and 

Mi ought here lobe noted, that Jonh, and Abishai, 
and Asahel, were all three David’s nephews, the aons 


left off the pursuit of the enemy. However, 
both Joab himself and his brother Abishai ran 
past the dead corpse,* and making their anger at 
the death of Asanel an occasion of greater zeal 
against Abner, they went on witli incredible 
haste and alacrity, and pursued Abner to a cer¬ 
tain place called Amman: it w r as about sunset. 
Then did Joab ascend a certain hill, as he stood 
at that place, having the tribe of Benjamin with 
[before] him, whence he took a view of them and 
of Abner also. Hereupon Abner cried aloud, 
and said, “That it was not fit that they should 
irritate men of the same nation to fight so bitter¬ 
ly one against another; that as for Asahel his 
brother, he was himself in the wrong, when he 
would not be advised by him not to pursue him 
any further, w hich was the occasion of his wound¬ 
ing and death.” So Joab consented to what he 
said, and accepted these his words as an excuse 
about [Asahel,] and called the soldiers back with 
the sound of the trumpet, as a signal for their 
retreat, and thereby put a stop to any further 
pursuit. After which Joab pitched his camp 
there that night: but Abner marched all that 
night, and passed over the river Jordan, and 
came to Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, to Mahanaim. 
On the next day Joab counted the dead men, and 
took care of all their funerals. Now there were 
slain of Abner’s soldiers about three hundred and 
sixty, but of those of David nineteen, and Asa¬ 
hel, whose body Joab and Abishai carried to 
Bethlehem; and when they had buried him in 
the sepulchre of their fathers, they came to Da¬ 
vid to Hebron. From this time, therefore, there 
began an intestine war, which lasted a great 
while, in which the followers of David grew 
stronger in the dangers they underwent, and the 
servants and subjects of Saul’s son did almost 
every day become w eaker. 

4. About this time David w r as become the fa¬ 
ther of six sons, born of as many mothers. The 
eldest was by Ahinoam, and he was caller] Am- 
non; the second was Daniel, by his wife Abigail; 
the name of the third was Absalom, by Maacah, 
the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; the 
fourth he named Adonijah, by his wife Haggith; 
the fifth was Shephatia, by Abital; the sixth he 
called Ithream, by Eglah. Now while this intes¬ 
tine war went on, and the subjects of the tw'u 
kings came frequently to action and to fighting 
it was Abner, the general of the host of Saul’s 
son, who, by his prudence, and the great interest 
lie had among the multitude, made them all con¬ 
tinue with Ishbosheth: and indeed it was a con¬ 
siderable time that they continued of his party, 
but afterward Abner was blamed, and an accusa¬ 
tion was laid against him, that he went in to Saul’s 
concubine; her name was Rispah, the daughter 
of Aiah. So when he was complained of by Ish¬ 
bosheth, he was very uneasy and angry at it, be¬ 
cause he had not justice done him by Ishbosheth, 
to whom he had shown the greatest kindness; 
whereupon he threatened that he would transfer 
the kingdom to David, and demonstrate that he 
did not rule over the pe ople beyond Jordan by 
bis own abilities and wisdom, but by bis warlike 
conduct and fidelity, in leading his army. So he 
sent ambassadors to Hebron to David, and desi¬ 
red that he would give him security upon oath, 
that he would esteem him his companion and his 
friend, upon condition that he should persuade 
the people to leave Saul’s son, and choose him 
king of the whole country. And when David 
had made that league with Abner, for he was 

f ileased with his message to him, he desired that 
le would give this as the first mark of perform¬ 
ance of the present league, that he might have 
his wife Michal restored to him, as her whom 
he had purchased with great hazards, and with 

of his sister Zeruiah, as 1 Chron. ii. 6; and that Arnasa 
waa also liis nephew by his other sister Abigail, ver. 17 
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those six hundred heads of the Philistines which 
he had brought to Saul her father. So Abner 
took Mickal from Phaltiel, who was then her hus¬ 
band, and sent her to David, Ishbosheth himself 
affording him his assistance, for David had writ¬ 
ten to him that of light he ought to have this his 
wife restored to him. Abner also called together 
the elders of the multitude, the commanders, and 
captains of thousands, and spake thus to them: 
that, “he had formerly persuaded them from their 
own resolution when they were ready to forsake 
Ishbosheth, and to join themselves to David; 
that, however, he now gave them leave so to do, 
if they had a mind to it, for they knew that God 
had appointed David to be king of all the He¬ 
brews, by Samuel the prophet: and had foretold 
that he should punish the Philistines, and over¬ 
come them, and bring them under.” Now when 
the elders and rulers heard this, and understood 
that Abner was come over to those sentiments 
about the public affairs which they tvere of be¬ 
fore, they changed their measures, and came in 
to David. When these men had agreed to Ab¬ 
ner’s proposal, he called together the tribe of 
Benjamin, for all of that tribe were the guards 
of Ishbosheth’s body, and he spake to them to 
the same purpose. And when he saw that they 
did not in the least oppose what he said, but re¬ 
signed themselves up to his opinion, he took 
about twenty of his friends, and came to David, 
in order to receive himself security upon oath 
from him; for we may justly esteem those things 
to be firmer, which every one of us do by our¬ 
selves, than those which we do by another. He 
also gave him an account of what he had said to 
the rulers, and to the whole tribe of Benjamin. 
And when David had received him in a courteous 
manner, and had treated him with great hospita¬ 
lity for many days, Abner, when he was dismiss¬ 
ed, desired him to permit him to bring the mul¬ 
titude with him, tnat he might deliver up the 
government to him when David himself was 
present, and a spectator of what was done. 

5. When David had sent Abner away, Joab 
the general of his army, came immediately to 
Hebron, and when he had understood that Ab¬ 
ner had been with David, and had parted w'ith 
him a little before, under leagues and agreements 
that the government should be delivered up to 
David, he feared lest David should place Abner, 
who had assisted him to gain the Kingdom, in 
the first rank of dignity, especially since he was 
a shrewd man in other respects, in understanding 
affairs, and in managing tnem artfully, as proper 
seasons should require, and that he should him¬ 
self be put lower, and be deprived of the com¬ 
mand of the army; so he took a knavish and 
wicked course. In the first place, he endeavor¬ 
ed to calumniate Abner to the king, exhorting 
him to have a care of him, and not to give atten¬ 
tion to what he had engaged to do for him, be¬ 
cause all he did tended to confirm the govern¬ 
ment to Saul’s son; that he came to him deceit¬ 
fully and with guile, and was gone away in 
hopes of gaining his purpose by this manage¬ 
ment. But when he could not thus persuade 
David, nor saw him at all exasperated, he betook 
himself to a project bolder than the former. He 
determined to Kill Abner; and in order thereto 
he sent some messengers after him, to whom he 
gave in charge, that when they should overtake 
nim, they should recall him in David’s name, 
and tell him that he had somewhat to say to 
him about his affairs, which he had not remem¬ 
bered to speak of when he was with him. Now 
when Abner heard what the messengers said, (lor 
they overtook him in a certain place called Be- 
sira, which was distant from Hebron twenty 
furlongs,) he suspected none of the mischief 
which was befalling him, and came back.— 
Hereupon Joab met him in thegate, and received 
him in the kindest manner, as if he were Ab¬ 


ner’s most benevolent acquaintance and friend-, 
for such as undertake the vilest actions, in order 
to prevent the suspicion of any private mischief 
intended, do frequently make the greatest pre¬ 
tences to what really good men sincerely do. So 
he took him aside from his own followers, as if 
he tvould speak with him in private, and brought 
him to a void place of the gate, having himself 
nobody with him but his brother Abishai; then 
he drew his sword, and smote him in the groin; 
upon which' Abner died by this treachery of 
Joab’s, which, as he said himself, was in the 
way of punishment for his brother Asahel whom 
Abner smote and slew as he was pursuing after. 
him in the battle of Hebron, but as the truth was, 
out of his fear of losing his command of the army, 
and his dignity with the king, and lest he should 
be deprived of those advantages, and Abner 
should obtain the first rank in David’s court. 
By these examples any one may learn, how 
many and how great Instances of wickedness 
men will venture upon, for the sake of getting 
money and authority, and that they may not fail 
of either of them: for as when they are desirous 
of obtaining the same, they acquire them by ten 
thousand evil practices, so when they are afraid 
of losing them, they get them confirmed to them 
by practices much worse than the former, as if 
[no] other calamity so terrible could befall them 
as the failure of acquiring so exalted an autho¬ 
rity, and when they have acquired it, and by long 
custom found the sweetness of it, the losing it 
again; and since this last would be the heaviest 
of all afflictions, they all of them contrive and 
venture upon the most difficult actions, out of the 
fear of losing the same. But let it suffice that I 
have made these short reflections upon that 
subject. 

6. When David heard that Abner was slain, it 
; and he called all men to wit- 
r ^t?ng out his hands to God, and 

ci he was not partaker in the mur- 

deh oi A'^cJV and’that his death was not procu¬ 
red by ‘h'is L 'cdmmand or approbation. He also 
wished the heaviest curses might light upon him 
that slew r him, and upon his whole house; and 
he devoted those that had assisted him in this 
murder to the same penalties on its account; for 
he took care not to appear to have had any hand 
in ihis murder, contrary to the assurances he 
had given, and the oaths he had taken to Abner. 
However, he commanded all the people to weep 
and lament this man, and to honor his dead 
body with the usual solemnities; that is,by rend¬ 
ing their garments, and putting on sackcloth, 
and that this should be the habit in which they 
should go before the bier, after which he followed 
it himself, with the elders and those that were 
rulers, lamenting Abner, and by his tears de¬ 
monstrating his good-will to him while he was 
alive, and his sorrow to him now he was dead, 
and that he was not taken off with his consent. 
So he buried him at Hebron, in a magnificent 
manner, and indited funeral elegies for him: he 
also stood first over the monument weeping, and 
caused others to do the same; nay, so deeply did 
the death of Abner disorder him*, that his coni- 

f ianions could by no means force him to take any 
bod, for he affirmed with an oath that he woulcl 
taste nothing till the sun was set. This proce¬ 
dure gained nim the good-will of the multitude; 
for such as had an affection for Abner were 
mightily satisfied with the respect lie paid him 
when he was dead, and the observation of that 
faith he had plighted to him, which was showed 
in his vouchsafing him nil the usual ceremonies, 
as if he had been his kinsman and his friend, 
and not suffering him to be neglected and injured 
with a dishonorable burial, as if he had been 
his enemy; insomuch that the entire nation re¬ 
joiced at the king’s gentleness and mildness of 
disposition, every one being ready to suppose 
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that the king would have taken the same care 
of them in the like circumstances, which they 
saw he showed in the burial of the dead body 
of Abner. And indeed David principally intend¬ 
ed to gain a good reputation, and therefore he 
Cook care to do what was proper in this case; 
whence none had any suspicion that he was the 
author of Abner’s death, lie also said this to the 
multitude, that “he was greatly troubled at the 
death of so good a man; and that the affairs of the 
Hebrews had suffered great detriment bv being 
deprived of him, who was of so great abilities to 
preserve them by his excellent advice, and by 
the strength of his hands in war. But he added, 
that God, who hath a regard to all men’s actions, 
will not suffer this man [Joab] to go off unreven- 
ged; but know ye, that I am not able to do any 
thing to these sons of Zeruiah, Joab and Abi- 
shai, who have more power than 1 have, but God 
will requite their insolent attempts upon their 
own heads:” and this was the fatal conclusion 
of the life of Abner. 

CHAP. II. 

That upon the Slaughter of Ishbosheih by the 

Treachery o f his friends, David received the 

v'hcle Kingdom. 

$ 1. Wren Ishbosheth the son of Saul had 
heard of the death of Abner, he took it to heart 
to be deprived of a man that was of his kindred, 
and had indeed given him the kingdom, but was 
greatly afflicted, and Abner’s death very much 
tfoubled him; nor did he himself outlive any 
long time, but was treacherously set upon by the 
sons of Rinunon, (Baanahand Rechab w'ere their 
n imes,) and was slain by them; for these being 
of a family of the Benjamites, and of the first 
rank among them, thought that if they should 
slay Ishbosneth, they should obta’ n I'wjro pre¬ 
sents from Drwid. ind be made by 

him; or, however, should have .st 

committed to them. So when U-w, found 

him alone, asleep at noon, in an upper room, 
when none of his guards were there, and vvhen 
the woman that kept the door was not watching, 
but was fallen asleep also, partly on account of 
the labor she had undergone, and partly on 
account of the heat of the day, these men went 
into the room in which Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, 
lay asleep, and slew him; they also cut off his 
head, ana took their journey all that night, and 
the next day, as supposing themselves Hying 
away from those they had injured, to one that 
would accept of this action as a favor, and 
would afford them security. So they came to 
Hebron, and showed David the head of Ishbo¬ 
sheth, and presented themselves to him as his 
well-wishers, and such as had killed one that was 
his enemy and antagonist.—Yet David did not 
relish what they had done as they expected, but 
said to them, “ You vile wretches, you shall im¬ 
mediately receive the punishment you deserve. 
Did not you know what vengeance I executed on 
him that murdered Saul, and brought me his 
crown of gold, and this while he who made this 
slaughter did it as a favor to him, that he might 
not be caught by his enemies? Or do you imagine 
that I am altered in my disposition, and suppose 
that I am not the same man I then was, but nm 
pleased with men that are wicked doers, and es¬ 
teem your vile actions, when you are become 
murderers of your master, as grateful to me, 
when yon have slain a righteous man upon his 
bed, who never did evil to any body, and treated 

* This may be a true observation of Josephus, that Ha- 
muel, by command from Rod, entailed f lie crown on Da- 
rid and his posterity, for no farther did thnt entail ever 
reach, Solomon himself having never had any promise 
made him thnt his postt-riiy should nlways have the 
right to it. 

f These words of Josephus concerning the tribe of 
lasachar, “ who foreknew what was to come hereaf- 
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you with great good will and respect? Where¬ 
fore you shall suffer the punishment due on his 
account, and the vengeance I ought to inflict upon 
you for killing Ishbosheth, and for supposing 
that 1 should take his death kindly at your 
hands; for you could not lay a greater blot on my 
honor, than by making such a supposal.” When 
David had said this, lie tormented them with all 
sorts of torments, and then put them to death; 
and he bestowed all accustomed rites on the 
burial of the head of Ishbosheth, and laid it in 
the grave of Abner. 

2. When these things were brought to this 
conclusion, all the principal men of the Hebrew 
people came to David to Hebron, with the heads 
of thousands, and other rulers, and delivered 
themselves up to him, putting him in mind of the 
good-will they had borne to him in Saul's life¬ 
time, and the respect they then had not ceased 
to pay him when he was captain of a thousand 
as also that he was chosen of God by Samuel the 
prophet, he and his sons:* and declaring besides, 
now God had given him power to save the land 
of the Hebrews, and to overcome the Philistines. 
Whereupon he received kindly this their alacrity 
on his account, and exhorted them to continue 
ia it, for that they should have no reason to re- 
ent of being thus disposed to him. So when he 
ad feasted them, and treated them kindly, he 
sent them out to bring all the people to him, 
upon which there came to him about six thou¬ 
sand and eight hundred armed men of the tribe 
of Judah, who bare shields and spears for their 
weapons, for these had [till now] continued with 
Saul’s son, when the rest of the tribe of Judah 
had ordained David for their king. There came 
also seven thousand and one hundred out of the 
tribe of Simeon. Out of the tribe of Levi came 
four thousand and seven hundred, having Jehoia- 
da for their leader. After these came Zadok, 
the high priest, with twenty-two captains of his 
kindred. Out of the tribe of Benjamin the armed 
men were four thousand, but the rest of the tribe 
continued, still expecting that some one of the 
house of Saul should reign over them. 1 Those 
of the tribe of Ephraim were twenty thousand 
and eight hundred, and these mighty men of 
valor, and eminent for their strength. Out of 
the half tribe of Manasseh came eighteen thou¬ 
sand of the most potent men. Out of the tribe of 
Issachar came two hundred, who foreknew what 
was to come hereafter,! but of armed men 
twenty thousand. Of the tribe of Zebulon fifty 
thousand chosen men. This was the odIv tribe 
that came universally in to David, and all these 
had the same weapons with the tribe of Gad. 
Out of the tribe of Naphtali the eminent men 
and rulers were one thousand, whose weapons 
were shields and spears, and the tribe itself fol¬ 
lowed after, being, in a manner, innumerable, 
[thirty-seven thousand.] Out of the tribe of Dan 
there were of chosen men twenty-seven thou¬ 
sand and six hundred. Out of the tribe of Asher 
were forty thousand. Out of the two tribes that 
were beyond Jordan, and the rest of the tribe of 
IManasseh, such as used shields, and spears, and 
head pieces, and swords, were a hundred and 
twenty thousand. The rest of the tribes al9C 
made use of swords. This multitude came to¬ 
gether to Hebron to David, with a great quantity 
of corn, and wine, and all other sorts of food, and 
established David in his kingdom with one con¬ 
sent. And when the people had rejoiced for 
three days in Hebron, David and all the people 
removed and came to Jerusalem. 

ter,” are best paraphrased by the parallel text, 1 Cbron. 
xii. V2; “ Who had understanding of the times, to 
know what Israel ought to do;” thnt is, Who had so 
much knowledge in nstronomy as to make calendars 
for the Israelites, that they might keep their fesiivals, 
and plow nnd sow, and gather in their harvests and 
vintage in due season. 
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CHAP. III. 

How David laid Siege to Jerusalem; and when 

he had taken the city, cast the Canaanites 

out of it , and brought in the Jews to inhabit 

therein. 

§ 1. Isow the Jehusites, who were the inhabit¬ 
ants of Jerusalem, and were by extraction Ca- 
naanites, shut their gates, and placed the blind, 
and the lame, and all their maimed persons, upon 
the wall, in way of derision of the king; and said, 
that the very lame themselves would hinder his 
entrance into it. This they did out of contempt 
of his power, and as depending on the strength 
of their walls. David was hereby enraged, and 
began the siege of Jerusalem, and employed his 
utmost diligence and alacrity therein, as intend¬ 
ing by the taking of this place to demonstrate his 
power, and to intimidate all others that might be 
of the like [evil] disposition towards him: so he 
took the lower city by force, but the citadel held 
out still;* whence it was that the king, knowing 
that the proposal of dignities and rewards would 
encourage the soldiers to greater actions, pro¬ 
mised that he who should first go over the ditch¬ 
es that were beneath the citadel, and should as¬ 
cend to the citadel itself and take it, should have 
the command of the entire people conferred upon 
him. So they all were ambitious to ascend, and 
thought no pains too great in order to ascend 
thither; out of their desire of the chief com¬ 
mand. However, Joab, the son of Zeruiah, pre¬ 
vented the rest ; and as soon as he was got up to 
the citadel, cried out to the king, and claimed 
the chief command. 

2. When David had cast the Jehusites out of 
the citadel, he also rebuilt Jerusalem, and named 
it ‘The City of David,’ and abode there all the 
time of his reign: but for the time that he reign¬ 
ed over the tribe of Judah only in Hebron, it was 
seven years and six months. jVow when he bad 
„ chosen Jerusalem to he his royal city, his afl'airs 
did more and more prosper, by the providence of 
God, who took care that they should improve and 
be augmented. Hiram also, the king of the Ty¬ 
rians, sent ambassadors to him, and made a league 
of mutual friendship and assistance with him. He 
also sent him presents, cedar trees and mecha¬ 
nics, and men skilful in building and architecture, 
that they might build him a royal palace at Jeru¬ 
salem. Kow David made buildings round about 
the lower city: he also joined the citadel to it, 
and made it one body; and when he had encom¬ 
passed all with walls, he appointed Joab to take 

♦What our other copies say of Mount Sion, as alone 
properly called the city of David,2 Sam. v. G—9, and of 
this its siege and conquest now by David, Josephus ap¬ 
plies to the whole city of Jerusalem, though including 
the citadel also: by what authority we do not know; per¬ 
haps after David had united them together, or joined 
the citadel to the lower city, as sect. 2,Josephus esteemed 
them as one city. However, this notion seems to be con¬ 
firmed by what Josephus says concerning David’s and 
many other kings of Judah’s sepulchres, which, as the 
authors of the hooks of kings and chronicles say, were 
m the city of David, so does Josephus still say they were 
in Jerusalem. The sepulchre of David seems to have 
been also a known place in the several days of Ilyrca- 
nus, of Herod, and of St. Peter; Antiq. b. xiii. ch. viii 
sect 4; h. .\vi. ch. vii. sect. 1; Acts ii. 29. Now no such 
royal sepulchres have been found about Mount Sion, but 
are found close by the north wall of Jerusalem, which I 
suspect therefore to he these very sepulchres. Seethe 
note on chap. xv. sect. 3. In the meantime, Josephus’s 
explication of the lame, and the blind, and the maimed, 
as set to keep this city or citadel, seems to he the truth, 
and gives the best light to that history in our Bible. Mr. 
Ottius truly observes, app. Havercamp, p. 303, that Jo¬ 
sephus never mentions Mount Sion by that name, as 
taking it for an appellative, as I suppose, and not for a 
proper name: he still either styles it the citadel or the 
upper city; nor do 1 see any reason for Mr. Ottius’s evil 
suspicions about this procedure of Josephus. 

t Some copies of Josephus have here Solyma or Sa¬ 
lim, and others Uierosotyma or Jerusalem. The lat- 


care of them. It was David, therefore, who first 
cast the Jebusites out of Jerusalem, and called it 
by his own name, the City of David: for under 
our forefather Abraham it was called [Salem or] 
Solyma:f but after that time some say that Ho¬ 
mer mentions it by the name of Solyma, [[for he 
named the temple Solyma, according to the He¬ 
brew language, which denotes security.]] Kow 
the whole time from the warfare under Joshua 
our general against the Canaanites, and from that 
war in which he overcame them, and distributed 
the land among the Hebrews, (nor could the Is¬ 
raelites ever cast the Canaanites out of Jerusa¬ 
lem until thistime, when David took it by siege,) 
this whole time was five hundred and fifteen 
years. 

3. I shall now make mention of Araunah, who 
was a wealthy man among the Jebusites, but was 
not slain by David in the siege of Jerusalem, be¬ 
cause of the good will he bore to the Hebrews, 
aud a particular henignity and affection which he 
had to the king himself, which I shall take a 
more seasonable opportunity to speak of a little 
afterward. J\ow David married other wives 
over and above those which he had before: he 
had also concubines. The sons whom he had 
were in number eleven, whose names were Am- 
non, Ernnos, Eban, Tsathan, Solomon, Jeban, 
Elien, Phalna, Ennaphen, Jenae, Eliphale; and 
a daughter, Tamar. jSine of these were horn 
of legitimate wives, but the two last named of 
concubines: and Tamar had the same mother 
with Absalom. 

CHAP. IV. 

That when David had conquered the Philistines, 

who made War against him at Jerusalem, he 

removed the Ark to Jerusalem, and had a mind 

to build a Temple. 

§ 1. When the Philistines understood that 
David was made king of the Hebrews, they 
made war against him at Jerusalem; and when 
they had seized upon that valley which is called 
the valley of the Giants, and is a place not far 
from the city, they pitched their camp therein. 
But the king of the Jews, who never permitted 
himself to do any thing without prophecy,]; and 
the command of God, and without depending on 
him as a security for the time to come, bade the 
high priest foretell to him what was the will of 
God, and what would be the event of this battle. 
And when he foretold that he should gain the 
victory, and the dominion, he led his army out 

ter best agree to what Josephus says elsewhere, Of the 
War,b. vi. ch. x.; that this city was railed Solyma or So¬ 
lera before the days of Melchisedec J>ut was by him called 
Hierosolyma or Jerusalem . I rather suppose it to have 
been so called after Abraham had received that oracle 
Jehovah. Jireh, l, The Lord will see or provide,” Gen. 
xxii. 14. The latter word J/reA,with a little alteration, 
prefixed to the old name Salem, Peace, will be Jerusa¬ 
lem. And since that expression, “God will see,” or 
rather, l, God will provide himself a Lamb for a hutut- 
oifering,” ver.8,14, is there said to have been prover¬ 
bial till the days of Moses, this seems to me the most 
probable derivation of that name, which will then de¬ 
note, that “ God would provide peace by that Lamb of 
God, which was to take away the sins of the world ” 
However, that which is put into double brackets can 
hardly be supposed the genuine words of Josephus, as 
Dr. Hudson well judges. 

Jit deserves here to be remarked, that Saul very 
rarely, and David very frequently, ronsultcd God by 
Urim; and that David aimed always to depend, noton 
his own prudence or abilities, but on the divine direc¬ 
tion, contrary to Saul’s practice; see sect. 2, and the 
note on Antiq. b. iii, ch. viii. sect. 9. And when Saul’s 
daughter (but David’s wife,) Micbal, laughed at David’s 
dancing before the ark, 2 Sam. vi. 1G. Jtc., and here, 
sect. 1,2, 3; it is probable she did so, became her father 
did not use to pay such reeard to the ark. to the Urim 
there inquired by, or to God’s worship before it, and be¬ 
cause she thought it beneath the dignity of a king to ba 
so religious. 






144 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


against the Philistines; and when the battle was 
joined, he came himself behiad, and fell upon the 
enemy on the sudden, aad slew some of them, 
and put the rest to flight. And let no one sup¬ 
pose that it was a small army of the Philistines 
that came against the Hebrew’s, as guessing so 
from the suddenness of their defeat, and from 
their having performed no great action, or that 
was worth recording, from the slowness of their 
march and want of courage; but let him know 
that all Syria and Phoenicia, with many other na¬ 
tions besides them, and those warlike nations 
also, came to their assistance, and had a share in 
this war. Which thing was the only cause why, 
when they had been so often conquered, and had 
lost so many ten thousands of their men, they 
still came upon the Hebrews with greater ar¬ 
mies; nay, indeed, when they had so often failed 
of their purpose in these battles, they came upon 
David with an army three times as numerous as 
before, and pitched their camp on the same spot 
of ground as before. The king of Israel there¬ 
fore inquired of God again concerning the event 
of the battle; and the high priest prophesied to 
him that he should keep his army in the groves, 
called the Groves of Weeping, which were not 
far from the enemy’s camp, and that he should 
not move, nor begin to fignt, till the trees of the 
grove should be in motion without the wind’s 
blowing; but as soon as these trees moved, and 
the time foretold to him by God was come, he 
should without delay go out to gain, what was 
already prepared, an evident victory; for the 
several ranks of the enemy’s army did not sus¬ 
tain him, but retreated at the first onset, -whom 
he closely followed, and slew them as he went 
along, and pursued them to the city of Gaza, 
(w'hich is the limit of their country;) after this, 
he spoiled their camp, in which he found great 
riches; and he destroyed their gods. 

2. When this had proved the event of the bat¬ 
tle, David thought it proper, upon a consultation 
with the elders, and rulers, and captains of 
thousands, to send for those that were in the 
flower of their age, out of all his countrymen, 
and out of the whole land, and w'ithal for the 
priests and the Levites, in order to their going 
to Kiijathjearim, to bring up the ark of God out 
of that city, and to carry it to Jerusalem, and 
there to keep it, and otfer before it those sa¬ 
crifices, and those other honors, wdth which 
God used to be w r ell pleased: for had they done 
thus in the reign of Saul, they had not under¬ 
gone any great misfortunes at all. So when the 
whole body of the people were come together, as 
they had resolved to do, the king came to the 
ark*, which the priests brought out of the house 
of Aminadab, and laid it upon a new cart, and 

i iermitted their brethren and their children to 
Iraw it, together with the oxen. Before it 
went the king and the whole multitude of the 
people with him, singing hymns to God, and 
making use of all sorts of songs usual among 
them, with variety of the sounds of musical 
instruments, and with dancing and singing of 
psalms, as also with the sound of trumpets and 
of cymbals, and so brought the ark to Jerusalem. 
But as they were come to the threshing-floor 
of Chidon, a place so called, Uzzah was slain 
by the anger of God; for as the oxen shook 
tne ark, he stretched out his hand, and would 
needs take hold of it. Now because he was 

* Josephus seems to be partly in the right, when lie 
observes here, that Uzzah was no priest, (though per¬ 
haps he might hcnLcvite,) anrl was therefore struck 
dead for touching the ark, contrary to the law, and for 
which profane rashness, death wna the pcnnliy hy the 
law, Numb. iv. 15,20; see tbc like before, Antiq. b. vi. th. 
1. sect. 4. It is not improbable that the putting the nrk in 
a cart, when it ought to have been carried by the priests 
or Devitos, ns it was presently here in Josephus so 
carried from Ohedcdom’a house to David’s, might 
be also an occasion of the anger of God on that 


not a priest, and yet touched the ark, God struck 
him dead.f Hereupon both the king and the 
people were displeased at the death of Uzzah; 
and the place where he died is still called the 
Breach of Uzzah unto this day. So David 
was afraid, and supposing that if he received 
the ark to himself into tne city, he might suf¬ 
fer in the like manner as Uzzah had suffered, 
who, upon his bare putting out his hand to the 
ark, died in the manner already mentioned, he 
did not receive it to himself into the city, but he 
took it aside unto a certain place belonging to a 
righteous man, w’hose name was Obedcdom, who 
was by his family a Levite, and deposited the ark 
with him; and it remained there three entire 
months. This augmented the house of Obede- 
dom, and conferred many blessings upon it. And 
when the king heard what had befallen Obede- 
dom, how he was become, of a poor man in a low 
estate, exceedingly happy, and the object of en¬ 
vy to all those who saw' or inquired after his 
house, he took courage, and hoping that he 
should meet with no misfortune thereby, he 
transferred the ark to his own house, the priests 
carrying it, while seven companies of singers, 
who* were set in that order by the king, w ent be¬ 
fore it, and while he himself playea upon the 
harp, and joined in the music, insomuch, that 
when his w’lfe Michal, the daughter of Saul, who 
w r as our first king, saw him so doing, she laugh¬ 
ed at him. But when they had brought in the 
ark, they placed it under the tabernacle which 
David had pitched for it, and he offered costly 
sacrifices and peace-offerings, and treated the 
whole multitude, and dealt both to the women 
and the men, and the infants, a loaf of bread and 
another cake baked in a pan, with a portion of 
the sacrifice. So when he had thus feasted the 
people, he sent them away, and he himself re¬ 
turned to his ow n house. 

3. But when Michal his wife, the daughter of 
Saul, came and stood by him, she wished him all. 
other happiness; and entreated that whatsoever 
he should farther desire, to the utmost possi¬ 
bility, might be given him by God, and that he 
might be favorable to him; yet did she blame 
him, that so great a king as he was should dance 
after an unseemly manner, and in his dancing 
uncover himself among the servants and the 
handmaidens. But he replied, “That he w r a9 
not ashamed to do what was acceptable to God, 
who had preferred him before her father, and 
before all others; that he w r ould pray frequently, 
and dance, without any regard to what tne 
handmaidens and she herself thought of it.” So 
this Michal had no children; however, when she 
was afterw ards married to him to whom Saul her 
father had given her, (for at this time David had 
taken her away from him, and had her himself,) 
she bare five children. But concerning those 
matters I shall discourse in a proper place. 

4. Now', when the king saw tnat nis affairs 
grew better almost every day, by the will of 
God, he thought he should offend him, if while 
he himself continued in houses made of cedar, 
such as w’erc of a great height, and had the 
most curious works of architecture in them, he 
should overlook the ark while it was laid in a 
tabernacle; and W’as desirous to build a temple 
to God, as Moses had predicted such a temple 
should be built.f And when he had discoursed 
with Nathan the prophet about these things, nnd 

breach of bis law. Pee Numb. iv. 15; 1 Chron. xv. IX 

t Josephus here informs us, lhat according to his un¬ 
derstanding of the sense of his copy of the Pentateuch, 
Moses had himself foretold the building of the temple, 
w hich yet is nowhere that I know of In our present 
copies: nnd that this is not a mistake set down by him 
unwarily, nppenrs by what he observed before, Antiq 
!>. iv. chi viii.sect. 40, how Moses foretold, that upon the 
Jews’ future disobedience, their temple should be burnt 
and rebuilt,and that not once only, but several times 
afterward. See also Josephus’s mention of God’s for* 
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been encouraged by him to do whatsoever he 
had a mind to do, as having God with him, and 
his helper in all things, he was thereupon the 
more ready to set about that building. But God 
appeared to Nathan that very night, and com¬ 
manded him to say to David,* that “ he took his 
purpose and his desires kindly, since nobod}' had 
before now taken it into their head to build him 
a temple, although upon his having such a notion 
he would not permit him to build him that tem¬ 
ple, because he had made many wars, and was 
defiled with the slaughter of his enemies: that 
however, after his death, in his old age, and 
when he had lived a long life, there should be a 
temple built by a son of nis, who should take the 
kingdom after him, and should be called Solo¬ 
mon, whom he promised to provide for, as a 
father provides for his son, by preserving the 
kingdom for his son’s posterity, and delivering it 
to them; but that he would still punish him if he 
sinned, with diseases and barrenness of land.” 
When David understood this from the prophet, 
and was overjoyful at this knowledge of the sure 
continuance of the dominion to his posterity, and 
that his house should be splendid, and very fa¬ 
mous, he came to the ark, and fell down on his 
face, and began to adore God, and to return 
thanks to him for all his benefits, as well for 
those that he had already bestowed upon him in 
raising him from a low state, and from the em¬ 
ployment of a shepherd, to so great dignity of 
dominion and glory; as for those also which he 
had promised to his posterity; and, besides, lor 
that providence which he had exercised over the 
Hebrews in procuring them the liberty they en¬ 
joyed: and when he nad said thus, and had sung 
a hymn of praise to God, he went his way. 

CHAP. V. 

How David brought under the Philistines , and 
the Moabites , and the Kings of Sophene , and 
of Damascus , and of the Syrians, as also the 
Idumeans,in IVar; and how he made a League 
with the King of Hamath ; and was mindful 
of the Friendship that Jonathan , the Son of 
Saul , had borne to him. 

$ 1. A little while after this, he considered 
that he ought to make war against the Philis¬ 
tines, and not to see any idleness or laziness per¬ 
mitted in his management, that so it might prove, 
as God had foretold to him, that when he had 
overthrown his enemies, he should leave his pos¬ 
terity to reign in peace afterward: so he called 
together his army again, and when he had 
charged them to be ready and prepared for war, 
and when he thought that all things in his army 
were in a good state, he removed from Jerusa¬ 
lem, and came against the Philistines; and when 
he had overcome them in battle, and had cut off 
a great part of their country and adjoined it to 
the country of the Hebrews, he transferred the 
war to the Moabites; and when he had overcome 
two parts of their army in the battle, he took the 
remaining part captive, and imposed tribute upon 
them, to be paid annually. He then made war 
against Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of 
Sophene; and when he had joined battle with 

mer commands to build such a temple presently, cli. xiv. 
sect. 2, contrary to our other copies, cr at least to our 
translation of the Hebrew, 2 Sam. vii. 0, 7; 1 Chron. 
xvii. 5,6. 

* Josephus seems, in this place, with our modern in¬ 
terpreters, to confound the two distinct predictions 
which God made to David and to Nathan, concerning the 
building him a temple by one of David’s posterity, the 
one belonging to Solomon, the other to tlic Messiah; the 
distinction between which is of the greatest conse¬ 
quence to the Christian religion. 

t David's reserving only 100 chariots for himself out 
of 1000 he had taken from Iladadezcr, was most proba¬ 
bly done in compliance with the law of Moses, which 
forbade a king of Israel to multiply horses to him- 
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him at the river Euphrates, he destroyed twenty 
thousand of his footmen, and about seven thou¬ 
sand of his horsemen. He also took about a 
thousand of his chariots, and destroyed the great¬ 
est part of them, and ordered that'no more than 
one hundred should be kept.f 

2. Now when Hadad,{ ting of Damascus and 
of Syria, heard that David fought against Hada¬ 
dezer, who was his friend, he came to his assist¬ 
ance with a powerful army, in hopes to rescue 
him; and when he had joined battle with David 
at the river Euphrates, he failed of his purpose, 
and lost in the battle a great number of his 
soldiers; for there were slain of the army of Ha- 
dad twenty thousand, and all the rest fled. Nico¬ 
laus also [of Damascus] makes mention of this 
king, in the fourth book of his histories; where 
he speaks thus: “A great while after these 
things had happened, there was one of that coun¬ 
try whose name was Hadad, who was become 
very potent; he reigned over Damascus, and the 
other parts of Syria, excepting Phoenicia. He 
made war against David, the king of Judea, and 
tried his fortune in many battles, and particular¬ 
ly in the last battle at Euphrates, wnerein he 
was beaten. He seemed to have been the most 
excellent of all their kings in strength and man¬ 
hood.” Nay, besides this, he says of his posteri¬ 
ty, that “alter his death they succeeaed one 
another in his kingdom, and in nis name*,” where 
he thus speaks: “When Hadad was dead, his 
posterity reigned for ten generations, each of his 
successors receiving from his father that his do¬ 
minion, and this his name; as did the Ptolemies 
in Egypt. But the third was the most powerful 
of them all, and was willing to avenge the defeat 
his forefathers had received; so he made an ex¬ 
pedition against the Jews, and laid waste the city 
which is now called Samaria.” Nor did he err 
from the truth; for this is that Hadad who made 
the expedition against Samaria, in the reign of 
Ahab, sing of Israel; concerning whom we shall 
speak in due place hereafter. 

3. Now when David had made an expedition 
against Damascus, and the other parts of Syria, 
and had brought it all into subjection, and'had 
placed garrisons in the country, and appointed 
that they should pay tribute, he returned home. 
He also dedicated to God at Jerusalem, the gold¬ 
en quivers, the entire armor which the guards 
of Hadad used to wear, which Shishak the king 
of Egypt took away when he fought with David's 
grandson Rehoboam, with a great deal of other 
wealth which he carried out of Jerusalem. How¬ 
ever, these things will come to be explained in 
their proper places hereafter. Now as for the 
king of the Hebrews, he was assisted by God, 
who gave him great success in his wars, and 
made an expedition against the best cities of Ha- 
dadezer, Betah, and Machon; so he took them 
by force, and laid them waste. Therein was 
found a very great quantity of gold and silver, 
besides that sort of brass which is said to be more 
valuable than gold, of which brass Solomon made 
that large vessel which was called the [brazen] 
sea, and those most curious layers, when ne built 
the temple of God. 

4. But when the kingof Hamath was informed 

self, Deut. xvii. 16; one of the principal uses of horses 
in Judea at that time being for drawing ihcir chariots. 
See Joshua xii. 6, and Antiq. b. v. cb. i. sect. 1?. 

1 It deserves here to he remarked, that this Hadad. 
being a very great king, was conquered by David, 
whose posterity yet for several generations were called 
Benhadad, or the son cf Hadad, till the days of Ilazael, 
whose son Adar or Adcr is also in our Hebrew copy, 2 
kings xiii. 24, writien Benhadad , but in Josephus Adcd 
or Adar. And strange it is, that the son of Hazael, 
said to be such in the same text, and in Josephus, Ant. 
b. ix. chap. viii. sect. ?, should still be called tiie son oj 
Hadad: 1 would, therefore, here correct our Hebrew 
copy from Josephus's, which seems to have the true 
reading. 
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of the ill success of Hadadezer, and had heard 
of the ruin of his army, he was afraid on his own 
account, and resolved to make a league of friend¬ 
ship and fidelity with David before he should 
come against him; so he sent to him his son Jo- 
ram, and professed that he owed him thanks for 
his fighting against Hadadezer, who was his ene¬ 
my, and made a league with him of mutual as¬ 
sistance and friendship. He also sent him pre¬ 
sents, vessels of ancient workmanship, both of 
gold, of silver, and of brass. So when David had 
made this league of mutual assistance with Toi, 
(for that was the name of the king of Hamath,) 
and had received the presents he sent him, he 
dismissed his son with that respect which was 
due on both sides. But then David brought 
those presents that were sent by him, ns also the 
rest ot the gold and silver which he had taken 
of the cities whom he had conquered, and dedi¬ 
cated them to God. Nor did God give victory 
and success to him only when he went to the 
battle himself, and led his own army, but he 
gave victory to Abishai, the brother of Joab, 
general of his forces, over the Idumeans,* and 
by him to David, when he sent him with an army 
into Idumea; for Abishai destroyed eighteen 
thousand of them in the battle; whereupon the 
king [of Israel] placed garrisons throughout all 
Idumea, and received the tribute of the country, 
and of every head among them. Now David was 
in his nature just, and made his determination 
with regard to truth. He had for the general of 
his whole army Joab; and he made Jehoshaphat, 
the son of Ahilud, recorder. He also appointed 
Zadok, of the family of Phineas, to be high 
priest, together with Abiathar, for he was his 
friend, lie also made Seisan the scribe; and 
committed the command over the guards of his 
body to Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada. His elder 
sons were near his body, and had the care of it 
also. 

5. He also called to mind the covenants and 
the oaths he had made with Jonathan the son of 
Saul, and the friendship and affection Jonathan 
had for him ; for besides all the rest of his excel¬ 
lent qualities with which he was endowed, he 
was also exceeding mindful of such as had at 
other times bestowed benefits upon him. He 
therefore gave order that inquiry should be made, 
whether any of Jonathan’s lineage were living, 
to whom he might make return of that familiar 
acquaintance which Jonathan had had with him, 
and for which he was still debtor. And when 
one of Saul’s freemen was brought to him, who 
was acquainted with those of his family that 
were still living, he asked him, “ Whether he 
could tell him of any one belonging to Jonathan 
that was now alive, and capable of a requital of 
the benefits which he had received from Jona¬ 
than?” And when he said, ‘‘That a son 'of his 
was remaining, whose name was Mephibosheth, 
but that he was lame of his feet; for that when 
his nurse heard that the father and grandfather 
of the child were fallen in the battle, she snatch¬ 
ed him up, and fied away, and let him fall from 
her shoulders, and his feet were lamed.” So when 
he had learned where and by whom he was 
brought up, he sent messengers to Machir, to the 
city of Lodebar, for with him was the son of Jo¬ 
nathan brought up, and sent for him to come to 
him. So when Mephibosheth came to the king, 
he fell on his face and worshipped him; but 
David encouraged him, nnd bid him be of good 
cheer, and expect better times. So he gave 
him his father’s house, and all the estate which 
his grandfather Saul was in possession of, and 
bade him come and diet with him at his own 

* By this great victory over the Idumeans or Edom¬ 
ites, the posterity of Esau, nnd by the consequent tri¬ 
bute paid by that nation to the Jews, were the prophe¬ 
cies delivered to Rebeccn before Jacob and Esau were 
born, nnd by old Isaac before his death, that the elder , 
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table, and never to be absent one day fiom that 
table. And when the youth had worshipped him 
on account of his words and gifts given to him, 
he called for Ziba, and told him, that he had 
given the youth his father’s house, and all Saul’s 
estate. He also ordered that Ziba should culti¬ 
vate his land, and take care of it, and bring him 
the profits of all to Jerusalem. Accordingly, 
David brought him to his table every day, and 
bestowed upon the youth Ziba and his sons, who 
were in number fifteen, and his servants, who 
were in number twenty. When the king had 
made these appointments, and Ziba had worship¬ 
ed him, and promised to do all that he had 

idden him, he went his way; so that this son 
of Jonathan dwelt at Jerusalem, and dieted at 
the king’s table, and had the same care taken 
of him that a son could claim. He also had him¬ 
self a son, whom he named Micha. 

CHAP. VI. 

How the War was waged against the Ammonites, 
and happily concluded. 

$ 1. These were the honors that such as 
were left of Saul’s and Jonathan’s lineage re¬ 
ceived from David. About this time died Na- 
hash, the king of the Ammonites, who was a 
friend of David; and when his son had succeeded 
his father in the kingdom, David sent ambassa¬ 
dors to him to comfort him; and exhorted him to 
take his father’s death patiently, and to expect 
that he would continue the same kindness to 
himself which he had showed to his father. But 
the princes of the Ammonites took this message 
in evil part, and not as David’s kind dispositions 
gave reason to take it; and they excited the king 
to resent it, and said, that David had sent men to 
spy out the country, and what strength it had, 
under the pretence of humanity and kindness. 
They farther advised him to have a care, and 
not to give heed to David’s words, lest he should 
be deluded by him; and so fall into an incon¬ 
solable calamity. Accordingly, Nahash’s [son,] 
the king of the Ammonites, thought these princes 
spake what was more probable than the truth 
would admit, and so abused the ambassadors 
after a very harsh manner; for he shaved the one 
half of their beards, and cut off one half of their 
garments, and sent his answer not in words but 
in deeds. When the king of Israel saw this, he 
had indignation at it, and showed openly that he 
would not overlook this injurious and contume¬ 
lious treatment, but would make war with the 
Ammonites, and would avenge this wicked treat¬ 
ment of his ambassadors on their king. So that 
king’s intimate friends and commanders, under¬ 
standing that they had violated their league, and 
were liable to be punished for the same, made 
preparations for war; they also sent a thousand 
talents to the Syrian king of Mesopotamia and 
endeavored to prevail with him to assist them 
for that pay, and Shobach. Now these kings 
had twenty thousand footmen. They also hired 
the king of the country, called Macah, and a 
fourth king, by name Ishtob; which last had 
twelve thousand armed men. 

2. But David was under no consternation at 
this confederacy, nor at the forces of the Ammon¬ 
ites; and putting his trust in God, because he 
was going to war in a just cause, on account of 
the injurious treatment he had met with he im¬ 
mediately sent Joab, the captain of his host, 
against them, and gave him the flower of his 
anny, who pitched his camp by Rabbah, the me¬ 
tropolis of the Ammonites; whereupon the ene¬ 
my came out, and set themselves in array, not 

Esau or the Edomiles, should serve the younger , Jacob 
or the Israelites, and Jncob or the Israelites should h* 
Esau’s or the Edomites’ lord, remarkably fulfilled. 
See Antiq. b. viii. ch. vii. sect. 6; Gen. xxv 23 and tht 
notes on Antiq. b. i. ch. xviii. sect. 5,6. 
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all of them together, but in two bodies; for the 
auxiliaries were set in array in the plain by them¬ 
selves, but the army of the Ammonites at the 
gates over against the Hebrews. When Joab 
saw this, he opposed one stratagem against 
another, and chose out the most hardy part of 
his raen, and set them in opposition to the king 
of Syria, and the kings that were with him, and 
ave the other part to his brother Abishai, and 
ade him set them in opposition to the Ammon¬ 
ites; and said to him, “That in case he should 
see that the Syrians distressed him, and were too 
hard for him, he should order his troops to turn 
about and assist him;” and he said, that “he 
himself would do the same to him, if he saw him 
in the like distress from the Ammonites.” So 
he sent his brother before, and encouraged him 
to do every thing courageously and with alacrity, 
which would teach them to be afraid of disgrace, 
and to fight manfully; and so he dismissed him 
to fight with the Ammonites, while he fell upon 
the Syrians. And though they made a strong 
opposition for a while, Joab slew many of them, 
ana compelled the rest to betake themselves to 
flight; which, when the Ammonites saw, and 
w?re withal afraid of Abishai and his army» they 
staid no longer, but imitated their auxiliaries, 
and fled to the city. So Joab, when he had thus 
overcome the enemy, returned with great joy to 
Jerusalem to the king. 

3. Still this defeat did not induce the Ammon¬ 
ites to be quiet, nor to acknowledge as superior 
to them those who were so, but they sent toCha- 
laman the king of the Syrians, beyond Euphrates, 
and hired him for an auxiliary. He had Sho- 
bach for the captain of his host, with eighty 
thousand footmen, and ten thousand horsemen. 
Now, when the king of the Hebrews understood 
that the Ammonites had again gathered so great 
an army together, he determined to make war 
with them no longer by his generals, but he pass¬ 
ed over the river Jordan himself wi th all his 
army; and when he met them he joined battle 
with them, and overcame them, and slew forty 
thousand of their footmen, and seven thousand 
of their horsemen. He also wounded Shobach, 
the general of Chalaman’s forces, who died of 
that stroke; but the people of Mesopotamia, 
upon such a conclusion of the battle, delivered 
themselves up to David, and sent him presents, 
who at winter-time returned to Jerusalem. But 
at the beginning of the spring he sent Joab, the 
captain of his host, to fight against the Ammon¬ 
ites; who overran all their country, and laid it 
waste, and shut them up in their metropolis Rab- 
bah, and besieged them therein. 

CHAP. VII. 

How David fell in love with Bathshtba , and 
slew her Husband Uriah, for which he is re¬ 
proved by Nathan . 

§1. But David fell now into a very grievous 
sin, though he were otherwise naturally a right¬ 
eous and a religious man, and one that firmly ob¬ 
served the laws of our fathers: for when late in 
an evening he took a view round him from the 
roof of his royal palace, where he used to walk 
at that hour, fie saw a woman washing herself 
in her own house; she was one of extraordinary 
beauty, and therein surpassed all other women ; 
her name was Bathsheba. So he was overcome 
by that woman’s beauty, and was not able to 
restrain his desires, but sent for her, and lay with 
her. Hereupon she conceived with child, and 
sent to the King, that he should contrive some 
way for concealing her sin, (for according to the 
laws of their fathers, she, wno had been guilty 
of adultery, ought to be put to death.) So the 
king sent for Joab’s armor-bearer from the 
siege, who was the woman’s husband; and his 
name was Uriah: and when he was come the 
20 
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king inquired of him about the army, and about 
the siege, and when he had made answer, that 
all their affairs went according to their wishes, 
the king took some portions of meat from his 
supper and gave them to him, and bade him go 
home to his wife, and take his rest with her. 
Uriah did not do so, but slept near the king, with 
the rest of his armor-bearers. When the king 
was informed of this, he asked him why he did 
not go home to his house, and to his wife, after 
so long an absence? which is the natural custom 
of all men, when they come from a long journey. 
He replied, that it was not right, while his fel¬ 
low-soldiers, and the general of the army, slept 
upon the ground, in the camp, and in an enemy’s 
country, that he should go and take his rest, and 
solace himself with his w ife. So when he had 
thus replied, the king ordered him to stay 
there that night, that he might dismiss him the 
next day to me general. So the king invited 
Uriah to the supper, and after a cunning and 
dexterous manner plied him with drink at sup¬ 
per, till he w r as thereby disordered; yet did he 
nevertheless sleep at the king’s gates, without 
any inclination to go to his wife. Upon this the 
king was very angry at him; and wrote to Joab. 
and commanded him to punish Uriah, for he 
told him that he had offended him; and he sug¬ 
gested to him the manner in which he would 
have him punished, that it might not be disco¬ 
vered that he was himself the author of this his 
punishment; for he charged him to set him over 
against that part of the enemy’s army where the 
attack woula be most hazardous, and where he 
might be deserted, and be in the greatest jeopar¬ 
dy, for he bade him order his fellow-soldiers to 
retire out of the fight. When he had written this 
to him, and sealed the letter with his own seal, 
he gave it to Uriah to carry it to Joab. When 
Joab had received it, and upon reading it under¬ 
stood the king’s purpose, fie set Uriah in that 
place where he knew the enemy would be most 
troublesome to them; and gave him for his part¬ 
ners some of the best soldiers in the army; and 
said, that he would also come to their assistance 
with the whole army, that if possible they might 
break down some part of the wall, and enter the 
city. And he desired him to be glad of the op¬ 
portunity of exposing himself to such pains, and 
not to be displeased at it, since he was a valiant 
soldier, and had a great reputation for his valor, 
both with the king and with his countrymen. 
And when Uriah undertook the work he was set 
upon with alacrity, he gave private orders to 
those who were to be his companions, that when 
they saw the enemy make a sally, they should 
leave him. When, therefore, the Hebrews made 
ail attack upon the city, the Ammonites were 
afraid that the enemy might prevent them, and 
get up into the city, and this at the very place 
whither Uriah was ordered, so they exposed 
their best soldiers to be in the forefront, and 
opened their gates suddenly, and fell upon the 
enemy with great vehemence, and ran violently 
upon them. When those that were with Uriafi 
saw this, they all retreated backward, as Joab 
had directed them beforehand; but Uriah, as 
ashamed to run away and leave his post, sus¬ 
tained the enemy, and receiving the violence of 
their onset, he slew many of them, but being en¬ 
compassed around, and caught in the midst of 
them, he was slain, and some other of his com¬ 
panions were slain with him. 

2. When this was done, Joab sent messengers 
to the king, and ordered them to tell him, That 
“ he did udiat he could to take the city soon, but 
that, as they made an assault on the wall, they 
had been forced to retire with great loss.” And 
bid them, if they saw the king was angry at it, 
to add this, that “ Uriah was slain also.” When 
the king had heard this of the messengers, he 
took it heinously, aud said, That “ they did 
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wrong when they assaulted the wall, whereas 
they ought, by undermining and other strata¬ 
gems of war, to endeavor the taking of the city, 
especially when they had before their eyes the 
example of Abimelech, the son of Gideon, who 
would needs take the tower of Thebes by force, 
and was killed by a large stone thrown at him by 
an old woman; and although he was a man of 

f rcat prowess, he died ignominiously by the 
angerous manner of his assault: that they 
should remember this accident, and not come 
near the enemy’s wall, for that the best method 
of making war with success was to call to mind 
the accidents of former wars, and what good or 
bad success had attended them in the like dan¬ 
gerous cases, that so they might imitate the one, 
and avoid the other.” But when the king was 
’.n this disposition, the messenger told him, that 
Uriah was slain also; whereupon he was pacified. 
So he bid the messenger go back to Joab and 
tell him, that “ this misfortune ir no other than 
what is common among mankind, and that such 
is the nature, and such the accidents of war; in¬ 
somuch, that sometimes the enemy will have 
success therein, and sometimes others; but that 
he ordered him to go on still in his care about the 
siege, that no ill accident might befall him in it 
hereafter: that they should raise bulwarks, and 
use machines in besieging the city; and when 
they had gotten it, to overturn its very founda¬ 
tions and to destroy all those that are in it.” Ac¬ 
cordingly the messenger carried the king’s mes¬ 
sage with which he was charged, and made 
haste to Joab. But Bathsheba, the wife of 
Uriah, when she was informed of the death of 
her husband, mourned for his death many days; 
and when her mourning was over, and the tears 
which she shed for Uriah were dried up, the 
king took her to wife presently, and a son was 
born to him by her. 

3. With this marriage God was not well plea¬ 
sed, but was thereupon angry at David; and he 
appeared to Nathan the propnet in his sleep, and 
complained of the king. Now Nathan was a fair 
and prudent man; and considering that kings, 
when they fall into a passion, are guided more 
by that passion than they are by justice, he re¬ 
solved to conceal the threatenings that proceed¬ 
ed from God, and make a good-natured discourse 
to him, and this after the manner following: He 
desired that the king would give him his opinion 
in the following case: “There were (said he) 
two men inhabiting the same city, the one of 
them was rich, and [the other poor;] the rich 
man had a great many flocks of cattle, of sheep, 
and of kine, but the poor man had but one ewe 
lamb; this he brought up with his children, and 
let her cat her food with them, and he had the 
same natural affection for her which any one 
might have for a daughter. Now upon the com¬ 
ing of a stranger to the rich man, ne would not 
vouchsafe to kill any of his own flocks, and 
thence feast hip friend, but he sent for the poor 
man’s lamb, and took her away from him, and 
made her ready for food, and thence feasted the 
stranger.” This discourse troubled the king ex¬ 
ceedingly; and he denounced to Nathan that 
“ this man was a wicked man, who could dare to 
do such a thing; and that it was but just that be 
should restore ihe lamb fourfold, and be punished 
with death for it also.” Upon this Nathan im¬ 
mediately said, that “he was himself the man 
who ought to suffer those punishments, and that 
by his own sentence,and that it was he who per¬ 
petrated this great and horrid crime.” He also 
revealed to him, and laid before him, the anger 
of God against him, who had made him king over 
the army of the Hebrews, and lord of all the na¬ 
tions, and those many and great nations round 
about him; who had formerly delivered him out 
of the hands of Saul, and nad given him such 
wives as he had justly and legally married; and 


now this God was despised by him, and affronted 
by his impiety, when he had married, and now 
had another man’s wife; and by exposing her 
husband to the enemy, had really 9lain him; 
that God would inflict punishments upon him on 
account of those instances of wickedness; that 
his own wives should be forced by one of his sons; 
and that he. should be treacherously supplanted 
by the same son; and that although he bad per 
petrated his wickedness secretly, yet should that 
punishment which he was to undergo be inflicted 
publicly upon him; that moreover, said he, the 
child whicn was born to thee of her, shall sooo 
die.” When the king was troubled at thes* 
messages, and sufficiently confounded, and said 
with tears and sorrow, tnat he had sinned, (fot 
he w r as without controversy a pious man, and 
guilty of no sin at all in his whole life, excepting 
those in the matter of Uriah,) God had compas¬ 
sion on him, and was reconciled to him, and pro¬ 
mised that he would preserve to him both his 
life and his kingdom: for he said, “ that seeing 
he repented of the things he had done, he was 
no longer displeased with him.” So Nathan, 
when he had delivered this prophecy to the king, 
returned home. 

4. However, God sent a dangerous distemper 
upon the child that was born to David of the wife 
of Uriah; at which the king was troubled, and 
did not take any food for seven days, although 
his servants almost forced him to take it; but 
he clothed himself in a black garment, and fell 
down, and lay upon the ground in sackcloth, en¬ 
treating God for the recovery of the child, for he 
vehemently loved the child’s mother. But when, 
on the seventh day, the child was dead, the king’s 
servants durst not tell him of it, as supposing 
that when he knew it he would still less admit 
of food, and other care of himself, by reason of 
his grief at the death of his son, since, w'hen the 
child was only sick, he so greatly afflicted him¬ 
self, and grieved for him. But when the king 
perceived that his servants were in disorder, and 
seemed to be affected, as those are who are very 
desirous to conceal something, he understood 
that the child was dead, and when he had called 
one of the servants to him, and discovered that 
so it was, he arose up and washed himself, and 
took a white garment, and came into the taber¬ 
nacle of God. He also commanded them to set 
supper before him, and thereby greatly surpri¬ 
sed his kindred and servants, while he did no¬ 
thing of this when the child was sick, but did 
it all w T hen he was dead. Whereupon, having 
first begged leave to ask him a question, they 
besought him to tell them the reason of this his 
conduct. He then called them unskilful people; 
and instructed them how he had hopes of the re 
covery of the child while it w'as alive, and ac¬ 
cordingly “ did all that was proper for him to do 
as thinking by such means to render God pro 
pitious to him, but that when the child was dead, 
there was no longer any occasion for grief, which 
w r as then to no purpose.” When he had said 
this, they commended the king’s wisdom and un¬ 
derstanding. He then went in unto Bathsheba 
bis wife, and she conceived and bare a son, and, 
by the commami of Nathan the prophet, called 
his name Solomon. 

5. But Joab sorely distressed the Ammonites 
in the siege, by cutting off their waters, and de¬ 
priving them of other means of subsistence; till 
they were in the greatest want of meat and 
drink; for they depended only on one small well* 
of water, and this they durst not drink of too 
freely,lest the fountain should entirely fail them. 
So he w’rote to the king, and informed him there¬ 
of; and persuaded him to come himself to take 
the city, that lie might have the honor of the 
victory. Upon this letter of Joab’s, the king 
accepted of nis good-will and fidelity, and took 
with him his army, and came to the destruction 
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cf Rabbab; and when he had taken it by force, 
he gave it to his soldiers to plunder it; but he 
himself took the king of the Ammonites* crown, 
whose weight was a talent of gold,* and it had 
in its middle a precious stone called a sardonyx; 
which crown David ever after wore on his own 
head. He also found many other vessels in the 
city, and those both splendid and of great price; 
but as for the men, he tormented thern.f and then 
' destroyed them: and when he had taken the other 
cities of the Ammonites by force, he treated 
them after the r saine manner. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How Absalom murdered Amnon, who had forced 
his own Sister; and hotv he was banished, and 
afterwards recalled by David. 

§ 1. WHEN the king was returned to Jerusa¬ 
lem, a sad misfortune befell his house, on the 
occasion following: He had a daughter, who 
was yet a virgin, and very handsome, insomuch 
that she surpassed all the most beautiful women; 
her name was Tamar: she had the same mother 
with Absalom. j\ T ow Amnon, David’$ eldest son, 
fell in love with her, and being not able to obtain 
his desires, on account of her virginity, and the 
custody she was under, was much out of order; 
nay, his grief so ate up his body, that he grew 
lean, and his color was changed. Now there 
was one Jonadab, a kinsman and friend of his, 
who discovered this his passion, for he was an 
extraordinary wise man, and of great sagacity 
of mind. When therefore he saw that every 
morning Amnon was not in body as he ought to 
be, he came to him, and desired him to tell him 
what was the cause of it: however, he said, that 
he guessed that it arose from the passion of love. 
Amnon confessed his passion, that he was in love 
with a sister of his, who had the same father 
with himself. So Jonadab suggested to him by 
what method and contrivance he might obtain 
his desires; for he persuaded him to pretend 
sickness, and bade him, when his father should 
come to him, to beg of him that his sister might 
come and minister to him, for if that were done, 
he should be better, and should quickly recover 
from his distemper. So Amnon lay down on his 
bed, and pretended to be sick, as Jonadab had 
suggested. When his father came, and inquired 
how he did, he begged of him to send his sister 
to him. Accordingly he presently ordered her 
to be brought to him; and when she was come, 
Amnon bade her make cakes for him, and fry 
them in a pan, and do it all with her own hands, 
because he should take them better from her 
hand [than from any one’s else.] So she kneaded 
the flour in the sight of her brother, and made him 
cakes, and baked them in a pan, and brought 
them to him; but at that time he would not 
taste them, but gave order to his servants to send 
all that were there out of his chamber, because 
he had a mind to repose himself, free from tu¬ 
mult and disturbance. As soon as what he had 
commanded was done, he desired his sister to 
bring his supper to him into the inner parlor; 
which, when the damsel had done, he took hold 
of her, aijd endeavored to persuade her to lie 
with him. Whereupon the damsel cried out, and 
said, “Nay, brother, do not force me, nor be so 

* That a talent of gold was about ?lb. weight, sec the 
description of the temples, cli. .\iii. Nor could Jose¬ 
phus well estimate it higher, since 1 e here says that 
David wore it on his head perpetually. 

f Whether Josephus saw the words of our copies, 2 
Sam. xii. 31, and J Cliron. xx. *J, that David />n£tlie in¬ 
habitants, or, at least, the garrison of Rahhali, and of 
the other Ammonite cities which he besieged and took, 
‘under, or cut them with saws; and under, or with har¬ 
rows of iron; and under, or with axes of iron; and 
made them passthrough the brick-kiln;* is not here 
directly expressed. If he saw them, as it is most pro¬ 
bable lie did, he certainly expounded them of torinent- 


wicked as to transgress the laws, and bring upon 
thyselt ‘.he utmost confusion. Curb this thy un¬ 
righteous and impure lust, from which our house 
will get nothing but reproach and disgrace.” 
She also advised him to speak to his father about 
this affair, for he would permit him [to marry 
her.] This she said, as desirous to avoid her bro¬ 
ther’s violent passion at present. But he would 
not yield to her, but inflamed with love, and 
blinded with the vehemency of his passion, he 
forced his sister: but as soon as Amnon had sa¬ 
tisfied his lust, he hated her immediately, and 
giving her reproachful words, bade her rise up 
and be gone. And when she said, That “this 
wa3 a more injurious treatment than the former, 
if, now he had forced her, he would not let her 
stay with him till the evening, but bid her go 
away in the daytime, and while it was light, that 
she might meet with people that would be wit¬ 
nesses of her shame,” he commanded his ser¬ 
vant to turn her out of his house. Whereupon 
she was sorely grieved at the injury and violence 
that had been offered to her, and rent her loose 
coat, [for the virgins of old time wore such loose 
coals, tied at the hands, and let down to the an¬ 
kles, that the inner coats might not be seen,] and 
sprinkled ashes on her head; and went up the 
middle of the city, crying out and lamenting, 
for the violence that had been offered her. Now 
Absalom her brother happened to meet her, and 
asked her, What sad thing had befallen her, that 
she was in that plight? and when she had told 
him what injury had been offered her, he com¬ 
forted her, and desired her to be quiet, and to 
take all patiently, and not to esteem her being 
corrupted by her brother as an injury. So she 
yielded to his advice, and left off’her crying out, 
and discovering the force offered her tp the mul¬ 
titude: and she continued as a widow with her 
brother Absalom a long time. 

2. When David his father knew this, he was 
grieved at the actions of Amnon; but because he 
had an extraordinary affection for him, for he 
was his eldest son, he was compelled not to afflict 
him: but Absalom watched for a fit opportunity 
of revenging this crime upon him, for he tho¬ 
roughly hated him. Now the second year after 
this wicked affair about his sister was over, and 
Absalom was about to go to shear his own sheep 
at Baalhazor, which is a city in the portion of 
Ephraim, he besought his father, as well as his 
brethren, to come and feast with him: But when 
David excused himself, as not being willing to be 
burdensome to him, Absalom desired he would 
however send his brethren; whom he did send 
accordingly. Then Absalom charged his own 
servants, that when they should see Amnon dis¬ 
ordered and drowsy with wine, and he should 
give them a signal, they should fear nobody, but 
kill him. 

3. When they had clone as they w T ere com¬ 
manded, the rest of his brethren were astonish¬ 
ed and disturbed, and w'erc afraid for themselves, 
so they immediately got on horseback, and rode 
away to their father; but somebody there was 
who' prevented them, and told their father they 
were all slain by Absalom; whereupon he wa* 
overcome w ith sorrow’, as for so many of his son? 
that were destroyed at once, and that by tlieir bro¬ 
ther also; and by this consideration, that it was 

ing these Ammonites to death, who were none of tho. c 
seven nations of Canaan, w’hosc wickedness had ren¬ 
dered tl cm incapable of merry; otherwise I should t»e in¬ 
clinable to think,that the meaning, at least as the words 
arc in Samuel, might only he this, that they were made 
the lowest slaves, to work in sawing timheror stone, in 
harrowing the fields, in hewing limber,in making and 
burning bricks, am] the like hard services, hut without 
taking away their lives. We never elsewhere, tl at I 
remember, meet with such methods of cruelty in put¬ 
ting men to death in all the Rible, or in any other an¬ 
cient history whatsoever: nor do the words in Samuel 
seeiu naturally to refer to any such thing. 
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their brother that appeared to have slain them, 
he aggravated his sorrow for them. So he nei¬ 
ther inquired what was the cause of this slaugh¬ 
ter, nor stayed to hear any thing else, which yet 
it was but reasonable to have done, when so very 
great, and by that greatness so incredible a mis¬ 
fortune was related to him, but rent his clothes, 
and threw himself upon the ground, and there 
lav, lamenting the loss of all his sons, both those 
who, as he was informed, were slain, and of him 
who slew them. But Jonadab, the son of his 
brother Shimeah, entreated him not to indulge 
his sorrow so far, for as to the rest of his sons, 
he did not believe that they were slain, for he 
found no cause for such a suspicion; but he said 
it might deserve inquiry as to Amnon, for it was 
not unlikely that Absalom might venture to kill 
him on account of the injury he had oftered to 
Tamar. In the mean time, a great noise of horses, 
and a tumult of some people that were coming, 
turned their attention to them; they were the 
king’s sons, who were fled away from the feast. 
So their father met them as they were in their 
grief, and he himself grieved with them; but it 
was more than he expected to see those his sons 
again, whom he had a little before heard to have 
perished. However, there were tears on both 
sides: they lamenting their brother who was kill¬ 
ed, and the king lamenting his son, who was kill¬ 
ed, also: but Absalom fled to Geshur, to his 
grandfather by his mother’s side, who was king 
of that country, and he remained with him three 
whole years. 

4. Now David had a design to send to Absa¬ 
lom, not that he should come to be punished,but 
that he might be with him, for the effects of his 
anger were abated by length of time. It was 
Joab, the captain of his host, that chiefly per¬ 
suaded him so to do; for he suborned an ordina¬ 
ry woman, that was stricken in age, to go to the 
king in mourning apparel, who said thus to him: 
*' That two of her sons, in a coarse way, had some 
difference between them, and that in the pro¬ 
gress of that difference they came to an open 
quarrel, and that one was smitten by the other, 
and was dead; and she desired him to interpose 
in this case, and to do her the favor to save this 
her son from her kindred, who were very zeal¬ 
ous to have him* that had slain his brother put to 
death; that so she might not be farther deprived 
of the hopes she had of being taken care of in 
her old age by him; and that if he would hinder 
this slaughter of her son by those that wished 
for it, he would do her a great favor, because 
the kindred would not be restrained from their 
purpose by any thing else than by the fear of 
him.” And when the king had given his consent 
to what the woman had begged of him, she made 
this reply to him: “1 owe thee thanks for thy 
benignity to me in pitying my old nge, and pre¬ 
venting the loss of my only remaining child; but 
in order to assure me ot this thy kindness, be 
tirst reconciled to thine own son, and cease to be 
angry with him; for how shall I persuade my¬ 
self that thou hast really bestowed this favor 
upon me, while thou thyself continues! after the 
like manner in thy wrath to thine own son? for 
it is a foolish thing to add wilfully another to thy 
dead son, while the death of the other was 
brought about without thy own consent.” And 
now the king perceived that this pn tended story 
was a subornation derived from Joab, and was 
of his contrivance; anti when, upon inquiry of 
the old woman, he understood it to be so in real¬ 
ity, he called for Joab, mid told him he had ob¬ 
tained what he requested according to his own 

* Of this weight of Absalom’s hnir, how In 20 or 30 
years it might well nmouttt lo 200shekels, or to some¬ 
what above Gib. avoirdupois, see ttie Literal Accom¬ 
plishment of Prophecies, page 77,7K Hut n late very 
judicious author Miinks thill the l.XXII meant not its 
weight, but its vali. e was 200 {shekels. I)r. Wall’s crit- 


mind; and he bade him bring Absalom back, for 
he was not now displeased, but had already 
ceased to be angry with him. So Joab bowed 
himself down to the king, and took his words 
kindly, and went immediately to Geshur, and 
took Absalom with him, and came to Jeru¬ 
salem. 

5. However, the king sent a message to his 
son beforehand as he was coiuinc and command¬ 
ed him to retire to his own house, for he was not 
yet in sucli a disposition as to think fit at present 
to see him. Accordingly, upon his father’s com¬ 
mand, he avoided coming into his presence, and 
contented himself with the respects paid him by 
his family only. Now his beauty was not ini- 
aired, etther by the grief he bad been under, or 
y the want of such care as was proper to be ta¬ 
ken of a king's son, for he still surpassed and ex¬ 
celled all men in the tallness of his body, and was 
more eminent fin a fine appearance] than those 
that dieted the most luxuriously; and indeed such 
was the thickness of the hair of his head, that it 
was with difficulty that he was polled every 
eighth day: and his hair weighed two hundred 
shekels,* which are five pounds. However, he 
dwelt in Jerusalem two years, and became the 
father of three sons and one daughter; which 
daughter was of very great beauty, and whom 
Rehoboam, the son ol Solomon, took to wife 
afterward, and had by her a son named Abijah. 
But Absalom sent to Joab, and desired him to 
pacify his father entirely towards him; and to 
beseech him to give him leave to come to him to 
sec him, and speak with him. But when Joab 
neglected to do so, he sent some of his own ser¬ 
vants, and set fire to the fields adjoining to him; 
which, when Joab understood, he came to Absa¬ 
lom, and accused him of what he had done; and 
asked him the reason why he did so? To which 
Absalom replied, “ I have found out this strata¬ 
gem that might bring thee to us, while thou hast 
taken no care lo perform the injunction 1 laid 
upon thee, which was this, to reconcile my father 
to me: and I really beg it of thee, now thou art 
here, to pacify my father as to me, since 1 esteem 
ray coining hither to be more grievous than my 
banishment, while mv father’s wrath against me 
continues.” Hereby Joab was persuaded, and 
pitied the distress that Absalom was in, and be¬ 
came an intercessor with the king for him. And 
when he had discoursed with his father, he soon 
brought him to that amicable disposition towards 
Absalom, that he presently sent for him to come 
to him; and when he had cast himself down upon 
the ground, and had begged for the forgiveness 
of hi? oil* nces, the king raised him up, and 
promised him to forget what he had formerly 
done. 

CIIAP. IX. 

Concerning iltc Insurrection of Absalom against 
David; and concerning A bit hoph el and Hu- 
shai; and concerning '/Aba and Shimei; and 
how Alnthophcl hanged himself 
$ 1. Now Absalom, upon this success with the 
king, procured to himself a great many horses, 
and many chariots, and that in a little time also. 
Me hail moreover fifty armor-bearers that were 
about him; ami became earlv every day to the 
king’s palace, and spake what was agreeable to 
such as came for justice, and lost their causes, 
as if thill happened for want of good counsellors 
about the. king, or perhaps because the judges 
mistook in that unjust sentence thev gave; 
whereby he gained * the good-will of them all. 

iral nntoson the Old Testament upon 2 Sam. xiv. 2fi. 
It does not appear what was Josephus's opinion: he sets 
the test down honestly os lie found it in his copies; only 
he thought, that at the end of days, when Absalom 
polled or weighed his hair, was once a u>eek. 
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He told them, that had he but such authority 
committed to him he would distribute justice to 
them in a most equitable manner. When he had 
made himself so popular among the multitude, 
he thought he had already the good-will of the 
people secured to him, but when four years had 
assed since his father’s reconciliation to him,* 
e came to him, and besought him to give him 
leave to go to Hebron, aud pay a sacrifice to 
God, because he vowed it to nim when he lied 
out of the country. So when David had granted 
his request, he went thither, and great multi¬ 
tudes came running together to him, for he had 
sent to a great number so to do. 

2. Among them came Ahithophel the Gilo- 
uile, a counsellor of David, and two hundred 
men out of Jerusalem itself, who knew not his 
intentions, but were sent for as to a sacrifice. 
So he was appointed king by all of them, which 
he obtained Dy this stratagem. As soon as this 
news was brought to David, and he was inform¬ 
ed of what he did not expect from his son, he was 
affrighted at this his impious and bold underta¬ 
king. and wondered that he was so far from re¬ 
membering how his offence had been so lately 
forgiven him, that he undertook much worse and 
more wicked enterprises; first to deprive him of 
that kingdom which was given him of God: and 
secondly, to take away his own father’s life. He 
therefore resolved to fly to the parts beyond 
Jordan: so he called his most intimate friends 
together, and communicated to them all that he 
had heard of his son’s madness. He committed 
himself to God, to judge between them about all 
their actions: and left the care of his royal palace 
to his ten concubines, and went away from Jeru¬ 
salem, being willingly accompanied by the rest 
of the multitude; who went hastily away with 
him, and particularly by those six hundred arm¬ 
ed men, who had been with him from his first 
flight in the days of Saul. But he persuaded 
Abiathar and Zadok, the high priests, who had 
determined to go away with him, as also all the 
Levites, who were with the ark, to stay behind, 
as hoping that God would deliver him without its 
removal; but he charged them to let him know 
privately how all things went on; and he had 
their sons, Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, and Jona¬ 
than the son of Abiathar, for faithful ministers in 
all things; but Ittai the Gittite went out with him 
whether David would let him or not, for he would 
have persuaded him to stay, and on that account 
he appeared the most friendly to him. But as 
he was ascending the mount of Olives barefoot¬ 
ed, and all his company were in tears, it was 
told him that Ahithophel was with Absalom, and 
was of his side. This hearing augmented his 
grief: and lie besought God earnestly to alien¬ 
ate the mind of Absalom from Ahithophel, for he 
was afraid that he should persuade him to fol¬ 
low his pernicious counsel; for he was a prudent 
man, and very sharp in seeing what was advan¬ 
tageous. When David was gotten upon the top 
of the mountain he took a view of the city; and 
prayed to God with abundance of tears, as having 
already lost his kingdom: and here it was that a 
faithful friend of his, whose name was llushui, 
met him. When David saw him with his clothes 
rent and having ashes all over his head, and in 
lamentation for the great change of affairs, he 
comforted him, and exhorted him to leave off 
grieving; nav, at length he besought him to go 
back to Absalom, and appear as one of his party, 
and to fish out the secretest counsels of his mind, 
and to contradict the counsels of Ahithophel, for 
that lie could not do himself so much good by 
being with him as he might by being with 

* This is one of the best corrections that Josephus’s 
copy affords ns of a text that in our ordinary copies is 
grossly corrupted. They say that this rebellion of Ab¬ 
salom was 40 years after what went before, (of his 
reconciliation to his father,) whereas the series of the 
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Absalom. So he was prevailed on by David, 
and left him, and came to Jerusalem, whither 
Absalom himself came also a little while after¬ 
ward. 

3. When David was gone a little farther, there 
met him Ziba, the servant of Mepbibosheth, 
(whom he had sent to take care of the posses¬ 
sions which had been given him, as the son of 
Jonathan the son of Saul,) with a couple of 
asses laden with provisions, and desired him to 
take as much of them as he and his follow¬ 
ers stood in need of. And when the king asked 
him where he had left Mephibosheth'J he said, 
“He had left him at Jerusalem, expecting to be 
chosen king in the present confusion, in re¬ 
membrance of the benefits Saul had conferred 
upon them.” At this the king had great indig¬ 
nation, and gave to Ziba all that ne had for¬ 
merly bestowed on Mephibosheth; for he deter¬ 
mined that it was much filter that he should 
have them than the other; at which Ziba greatly 
rejoiced. 

4. When David was at Bahurim, a place so 
called, there came out a kinsman of Saul’s, 
whose name was Shimei, and threw stones at 
him, and gave him reproachful words: and as 
his friends stood about the king and protected 
him, he persevered still more in his reproaches, 
and called him a bloody man, and the author of 
all sorts of mischief. He bade him also “go out 
of the land as an impure and accursed wretch, 
and he thanked God for depriving him of his 
kingdom, and causing him to be punished for 
what injuries he had done to his master, [Saul,] 
and this by the meaus of his own son.” Now 
when they were all provoked against him, and 
angry at him, and particularly Abishai, who had 
a mind to kill Shimei, David restrained his an¬ 
ger: “Let us not, said he, bring upon ourselves 
another fresh misfortune to those we have al¬ 
ready, for truly I have not the least regard or 
concern for this dog that raves at me: I sub¬ 
mit myself to God, by whose permission this 
man treats me iu such a wild manner; nor is it 
any wonder that I am obliged to undergo these 
abuses from him, while I experience ibe like 
from an impious son of my own; but perhaps 
God will have some commiseration upon us, if 
it be his will we shall overcome them.” So he 
went on his way without troubling himself with 
Shimei, who ran along the other side of the 
mountain and threw out his abusive language 
plentifully. But when David was come to Jor¬ 
dan, he allowed those that were with him to re¬ 
fresh themselves; for they were weary. 

5. But when Absalom, and Ahithophel his coun¬ 
sellor, were come to Jerusalem, with all the 
people, David’s friend, llushai, came to them; 
and when he had worshiped Absalom, he 
withal wished that his kingdom might last a long 
time, and continue for nil ages. But when Ab¬ 
salom said to him, “How comes this, that he 
who was so intimate a friend of my father's and 
appeared faithful to him in all things, is not 
with him now, but hath left him, and is come 
over to me?" Ilnshai’s answer was very perti¬ 
nent and prudent; for he said, “We ought to 
follow God and the multitude of the people; 
while these therefore, my lord and master, are 
with thee, it is fit that 1 should follow them, for 
thou hast received the kingdom from God. I 
will therefore, if thou believest me to be thy 
friend, show the same fidelity and kindness to 
thee, which thou knowest 1 have showed to thy 
father: nor is there any reason to be in the 
least dissatisfied with the present state of affairs, 
for the kingdom is not transferred unto another, 

history shows it could not lie more than four years after 
it, as here in Josephus; whose number is directly con¬ 
firmed by that copy of lhe Septuagint version whence 
the Armenian translation was made, which gives us the 
same small number of lour years. 

0 
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but remains still in the same family, by the son’s 
receiving it after his father.” This speech per¬ 
suaded Absalom, who before suspected Hushai. 
And now lie called Ahithophel, and consulted 
with him what he ought to do: he persuaded 
him to go in unto his father’s concubines; for he 
said, that “ by this action the people will believe 
that thy difference with thy father is irrecon¬ 
cilable, and will thence fight with great alacrity 
against thy father, for hitherto they are afraid 
of taking up open enmity against him, out of an 
expectation that you will be reconciled again.” 
Accordingly Absalom was prevailed on by this 
advice, and commanded his servants to pitch him 
a tent upon the top of the royal palace, in the 
9ight of the multitude; and he went in and lay 
with his father’s concubines. Now this came to 
pass according to the predictionof Nathan, when 
he prophesied and signified to him, that his son 
would rise up in rebellion against him. 

6. And when Absalom had done what he wa9 
advised to by Ahithophel, he desired his advice, 
in the second place, about the war against his 
father. Now, Ahithophel only asked him to let 
him have ten thousand chosen men, and he pro¬ 
mised he would slay his father, and bring the 
soldiers back again in safety; and he said, that 
“ then the kingdom would be firm to him when 
David was dead, [butnot otherwise.”] Absalom 
\va 9 pleased with this advice; and called for 
Hushai, David’s friend, (for 90 did he style him,) 
and informing him of the opinion of Ahithophel, 
he asked further what was his opinion concern¬ 
ing that matter? Now, he was sensible that if 
Ahithophel’s counsel was followed, David would 
be in danger of being seized on, and slain: so 
he attempted to introduce a contrary opinion, 
and said, “Thou art not acquainted, O king, 
with the valor of thy father, and of those that 
are now with him; that he hath made many 
wars, and hath always coine oft* with victory; 
though probably he now abides in the camp, for 
he is very skilful in stratagems and in foresee¬ 
ing the deceitful tricks of his enemies, yet will 
he leave his own soldiers in the evening, and 
will either hide himself in some valley, or will 
place an ambush at some rock: so that when 
our army joins battle with him, his soldiers 
will retire fora little while, but will come upon 
us again, as encouraged by the king’s being near 
them; and in the mean time your father will 
show himself suddenly in the time of the battle, 
and will infuse courage into his own people when 
they are in danger, but bring consternation to 
thine. Consider, therefore, my advice, and rea¬ 
son upon it, and if thou canst not but acknow¬ 
ledge it to be the best, reject the opinion of Ahi¬ 
thophel. Send to the entire country of the He¬ 
brews, and order them to come and fight with 
thy father; and do thou thyself take the army, 
and be thine own general in this war, and do not 
trust its management to another; then expect 
to conquer him with ease, when thou overtakest 
him openly with his few partisans, but hast thy¬ 
self many ten thousands, who will be desirous to 
demonstrate to thee their diligence and alacrity. 
And if thy father shall shut himself up in some 
city, and bear a siege, we will overthrow that 
city with machines of war, and by undermining 
it.” When llushai had said this, he obtained his 
point against Ahithophel, for his opinion was pre- 

* This reflection of Josephus’s, that Cod brought to 
nought the dangerous counsel of Ahithophel, and di¬ 
rectly ‘infatuated’wicked Absalom to reject it,(which 
‘infatuation’ rs what the scripture styles the judicial 
‘hardening the hearts and blinding the eyes’ of men, 
who, by their former voluntary wickedness, have justly 
deserved to he destroyed, and are thereby brought to 
destruction,) is a very just one. and in him not unfre- 
quem. Nor does Josephus ever puzzle himself, or per¬ 
plex his readers, with subtile hypotheses as to the man¬ 
ner of such judicial infatuations by God, while the 
justice of them is generally so obvious. That peculiar 
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ferred by Absalom before the other’s: however, 
it was no other than God who made the counsel 
of Hushai appear best to the mind of Absalom.* 

7. So Hushai made haste to the high priests, 
Zadok and Abiathar, and told them the opinion 
of Ahithophel, and his own, and that the resolu¬ 
tion was taken to follow this latter ad vice. He 
therefore bade them send to David, and tell him 
of it, and to inform him of the counsels that had 
been taken; and to desire him further to pass 
quickly over Jordan, lest his son should change 
his mind, and make haste to pursue him, and so 
prevent him, and seize upon him before he be ia 
safety. Now, the high priests had their sons 
concealed in a proper place out of the city, that 
they might carry news to David of what was 
transacted. Accordingly, they sent a maid ser¬ 
vant whom they could trust, to carry them the 
news of Absalom’s counsels, and ordered them 
to signify the same to David with all 9 peed. So 
they made no excuse or delay, but taking along 
with them their fathers’ Injunctions, became 
pious and faithful ministers, and judging that 
quickness and suddenness was the best mark of 
laithful service, they made haste to meet with 
David; but certain horsemen saw them when 
they were two furlongs from the city, and in¬ 
formed Absalom of them, who immediately sent 
some to take them; but when the sons of the 
high priests perceived this, they went out of the 
road, and betook themselves to a certain village; 
that village was called Bahurim; there they de¬ 
sired a certain woman to hide them, and afford 
them security. Accordingly, she let the young 
men down by a rope into a well, and laid fleeces 
of wool over them: and when those that pursued 
them came to her, and asked her whether sh© 
saw them? she did not deny that she had seen 
them, for that they staid with her some time, but 
she said they then went their ways; and she fore¬ 
told, that, however, if they woultl follow them di¬ 
rectly they would catch them. But when after 
a long pursuit they could not catch them, they 
came back again; and when the woman saw 
those men were returned, and that there was no 
longer any fear of the young men’s being caught 
by them,she drew them up by the rope, and bade 
them go on their journey. Accordingly, they 
used great diligence in the prosecution of that 
journey, and came to David and informed him 
accurately of all the counsels of Absalom. So 
he commanded those that were with him to pass 
over Jordan while it was night, and not to delay 
at all on that account. 

8. But Ahithophel, on rejection of his advice, 
got upon his ass, and rode away to his own coun- 
trv Gilon; and calling his family together, he 
told them distinctly what advice he. had given 
Absalom; and since lie had not been persuaded 
by it, he said he would evidently perish, and this 
in no long time, and that David would overcome 
him, and return to his kingdom again: so he said 
it was better that he should take his own life 
away with freedom and magnanimity, than ex¬ 
pose himself to be punished by David, in opposi¬ 
tion to whom he had acted entirely for Absalom. 
When he had discoursed thus to them, he went 
into the inmost room of his house, and hanged 
himself; and thus was the death of Ahithophel, 
who was self condemned: and when hh relations 
had taken him down from the halter, they took 

manner of the divine operations, or permissions, or the 
means Cod makes use of in such cases, is often impen¬ 
etrable l>y us. “Secret things belong to the Lord our 
Cod; but those things that are revealed belong to us, and 
to onr children, for ever, that we may do all the words 
of this law.” Dent. xxix. 2t>. Nor have all the sub- 
tilties of the moderns, so far as I see, given any consi¬ 
derable light in this, and many other the like points of 
difficulty relating either 10 divine or human operations. 
i*ee the notes on Antiq. II. v. chap, i.setl. 2, and Antiq. 
B. u.chap. iv. sect. 3. 
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care of his funeral. Now, as for David, he passed 
over Jordan, as we have said already, and came 
to Mahanaim, a very fine and very strong- city; 
and all the chief men of the country received him 
with great pleasure, both out of the shame they 
had that he should be forced to flee away, [from 
Jerusalem,] and out of the respect they bare him 
while he was.in his former prosperity. These 
were Barzillai the Gileadite, and Siphar the ruler 
among the Ammonites, and Machir the principal 
man of Gilead; and these furnished him with 
plentiful provisions for himself and his followers, 
insomuch that they wanted no beds nor blankets 
for them, nor loaves of bread, nor wine; nay, 
they brought them a great many cattle for 
slaughter, and offered them what furniture they 
wanted for their refreshment when they were 
weary, and for food, with plenty of other neces¬ 
saries. 

CHAP. X. 

How, when Absalom was beaten , he was caught 
in a Tree by his Hair , and was slain . 

$ 1. And this was the state of David and his 
followers. But Absalom got together a vast ar¬ 
my of the Hebrews to oppose his father, and 
passed therewith over the river Jordan, and sat 
down not far oft'Mabanaim, in the country of Gi¬ 
lead. He appointed Amasa to be captain of all 
his host, instead of Joab his kinsman: his father 
was Ithra, and his mother Abigail: now she and 
Zeruiah, the mother of Joab, were David’s sis¬ 
ters. But when David had numbered his follow¬ 
ers, and found them to be about four thousand, 
he resolved not to tarry till Absalom attacked 
him, but set over his men captains of thousands, 
and captains of hundreds, and divided his army 
into tnree parts: the one part he committed to 
Joab, the next to Abishai, Joab’s brother, and 
the U.«rd to Ittai, David’s companion and friend, 
but one that came from the city of Gath. And 
when he was desirous of fighting himself among 
them, his friends would not let him; and this re¬ 
fusal of theirs was founded upon very wise rea¬ 
sons: “ For, (said they,) if we be conquered when 
lie is with us, we have lost all good hopes of re¬ 
covering ourselves; but if we should be beaten 
in one part of our army, the other parts may re¬ 
tire to him, and may thereby prepare a greater 
force, while the enemy will naturally suppose 
that he hath another army with him.” So David 
was pleased with this their advice, and resolved 
himself to tarry at Mahanaim. And as he sent 
his friends and commanders to the battle, he de¬ 
sired them to show all possible alacrity and fide¬ 
lity, and to bear in mind what advantages they 
received from him, which though they had not 
been very great, yet had they not been quite in¬ 
considerable; and he begged of them to spare 
the young man Absalom, lest some mischief 
should befall himself if he should be killed. And 
thus did he send out his army to the battle, and 
wished them a victory therein. 

2. Then did Joab put his army in battle array 
over against the enemv in the great plain, where 
he had a wood behind him. Absalom also brought 
bis army into the field to oppose him. Upon 
the joining of the battle, both sides showed great 
actions with their hands and their boldness; 
the one side exposing themselves to the greatest 
hazards, and using their utmost alacrity, that 
David might recover his kingdom; and the other 
being noway deficient either in doing or suffer¬ 
ing, that Absalom might not be deprived of that 
kingdom, and be brought to punishment by hi* 
father, for his impudent attempt against him. 
Those also that were the most numerous were 

* The reader need not he surprised at this account of 
David’s throne, both here, and 2 Sain, xviii. 2-1. that it 
was between two gates or portals, gates being in cities, 
as well as at the temple, large open places with n portal 
xUbe entrance, ami another at the exit between which 
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solicitous that they might not be conquered by 
those few that weref with Joab, and with the 
other commanders, because that would be the 
greatest disgrace to them, while David’s soldiers 
strove greatly to overcome so many ten thou¬ 
sands [as the enemy had with them.] Now 
David’s men were conquerors, as superior in 
strength and skill in war; so they followed the 
others as they lied away through the forests and 
valleys; some they took prisoners, and many 
they slew, and more in the flight than in the bat¬ 
tle, for there fell about twenty thousand that 
day. But all David’s men ran violently upon 
Absalom, for he was easily known by his beauty 
and tallness. He was himself also afraid lest 
his enemies should seize on him, so he got upon 
the king’s mule and fled; but as he was carried 
with violence, and noise, and a great motion, as 
being himself light, he entangled his hair greatly 
in the large boughs of a knotty tree that spread 
a great way, and there he hung after a surpri¬ 
sing manner; and as for the beast, it went on 
further, and that swiftly, as if its master had 
been still upon its back; but he hanging in the 
air upon the boughs, was taken by his enemies. 
Now when one of David’s soldiers saw this, he 
informed Joab of it; and when the general said, 
that “if he had shot at and killed Absalom, he 
would have given him fifty shekels,” he replied, 
“ I would not have killed my master’s son if thou 
wouldst have given me a thousand shekels, es¬ 
pecially when he desired that the young man 
might be spared, in the hearing of us all.” But 
Joab bade him show him where it was that he 
saw Absalom hang; whereupon he shot him to 
the heart, and slew him, and Joab’s armor-bear¬ 
ers stood round about the tree, and pulled down 
his dead body, and cast it into a great chasm that 
was out of sight, and laid a heap of stones upoa 
him till the cavity was filled up, and both had 
the appearance and the bigness of a grave. Then 
Joab sounded a retreat, and recalled his own sol¬ 
diers from pursuing the enemy’s army, in order 
to spare their countrymen. 

3. Now Absalom had erected for himself a 
marble pillar in the king’s dale, two furlongs dis¬ 
tant from Jerusalem, which he named Absalom’s 
Hand, saying, that if his children were killed, 
his name would remain by that pillar; for he had 
three sons, and one daughter, named Tamar, as 
w r e said before, who, W'hen she w f as married to 
David’s grandson, Rehoboam, bare a son, Abijali 
by name, w ho succeeded his father in the king¬ 
dom: but of these we shall speak in a part of 
our history which will be more proper. After 
the death of Absalom, they returned every one 
to their own homes respectively. 

4. But now Ahinmaz, the son of Zadok, the 
high priest, went to Joab, and desired he would 
permit him to go and tell David of this victory, 
and to bring him the good news that God had 
afforded his assistance and his providence to him. 
However, he did not grant his request; but said 
to him, “Wilt thou, who hast always been the. 
messenger of good news, now' go and acquaint 
the king that his son is dead?” So he desired 
him to desist. He then called Cushi, and com¬ 
mitted the business to him, that he should tell 
the king what he had seen. But when Ahimanz 
again desired him to let him go as n messenger, 
and assured him that he would only relate what 
concerned the victory, but not concerning the 
death of Absalom, he gave him leave to go to 
David. Now he took a nearer road than the for¬ 
mer did, for nobody knew it but himself, and he 
came before Cushi. Now as David was sitting 
between the gates,* and waiting to see when 

judicial causes were heard, and public consultation* 
taken, ns it is well known from several places of scrip, 
ture, 2 Cliron. xxxi. 2; Psal.ix. 14; exxii. o; Prov. i, 21 
viii. 3, 34; xxxi, 23: and often elsewhere. 
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somebody would come to him from the battle, 
and tell him how it went; one of the watchmen 
saw Ahimaaz running, and before he could dis¬ 
cern who he was, he told David that he saw 
somebody coming to him; who said, he was a 
good messenger. A little while after he inform¬ 
ed him that another messenger followed him; 
whereupon the king said that he was also a good 
messenger: but when the watchman saw Ahi¬ 
maaz, and that he was already very near, he gave 
the king notice that it was the son of Zadok the 
high priest, who came running. So David was 
very glad, and said, “ lie was a messenger of 
good tidings, and brought him some such news 
troin the battle as he desired to hear.” 

5. While the king was saying thus, Ahimaaz 
appeared, and worshipped the king. And when 
the king inquired of aim about the battle, he 
said, “He brought him the good news of victory 
and dominion.” And when he inquired what he 
had to say concerning his son, he said, that “he 
came away on the sudden as soon as the enemy 
was defeated, but that he heard a great noise of 
those that pursued Absalom, and that he could 
learn no more, because of the haste he made 
when Joab sent him to inform him of the victo¬ 
ry.” But when Cushi was come, and had wor¬ 
shipped him, and informed him of the victory, 
he asked him about his son; who replied, “ May 
the like misfortune befall thine enemies as hath 
befallen Absalom.” That word did not permit 
either himself or his soldiers to rejoice for the 
victory, though it was a very great one; but 
David went up to the highest part of the city,* 
and wept for his sun, and beat his breast, tearing 
[the hair of] his head, and tormentin'* himself 
all manner of ways, and crying out, “ O my son! 
I wish that I had died myself, and ended my days 
with thee!” For he was of a tender natural af¬ 
fection, and had extraordinary compassion for 
this son in particular. But when the army and 
Joab heard that the king mourned for this son, 
they were ashamed to enter the city in the habit 
of conquerors, but they all came in as cast down, 
and in tearg, as if they had been beaten. Now 
while the king covered himself, and grievously 
lamented his son, Joab went in to him, and com¬ 
forted him, and said, “ O my lord the king, thou 
art not aware that thou layest a blot on thyself 
by what thou now doest: for thou seemest to 
hate those that love thee, and undergo dangers 
for thee; nay, to hate thyself and thy family, 
and to love those that are thy bitter enemies, 
and to desire the company of those that are no 
more, and who have been justly slain; for had 
Absalom gotten the victory, and firmly settled 
himself in the kingdom, there had been none of 
us left alive, but all of ns, beginning with thy¬ 
self and thy children, had miserably perished, 
while our enemies had not wept over us, but re¬ 
joiced over us, and punished even those that 
pitied us in our misfortunes; and thou art not 
ashamed to do this in the case of one that has 
been thy bitter enemy, who, while he was thine 
own son, hath proved so wicked to thee. Leave 
off, therefore, thy unreasonable grief, and come 
abroad, and be seen by thy soldiers, and return 
them thanks for the alacrity they showed in the 
fight; for I myself will this day persuade the 
people to leave thee, and to give the kingdom to 
another, if thou continuest to do thus; and then 
I shall make thee to grieve bitterly, and in ear¬ 
nest.” Upon Joab’s speaking thus to him, he 
made the king leave oil his sorrow, and brought 
him to the consideration of his affairs. So David 
changed his habit, and exposed himself in a 

♦Since David was now In Mahanaim.and in the open 
lace of that city gate, which seems still to have been 
uitt the highest of any part of the wall, and since our 
other copies say, he ‘went up to the chamber over the 
gate.’ 2 Sam. xviii 33, I think weought to correct out 
present reading in Josephus, and for city should read 
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manner fit to be seen by the multitude, and sat 
at the gates; whereupon all the people heard of 
it. and ran together to him, and saluted him. 
And this was the present state of David’s affairs. 

CHAP. XI. 

How David , when he had recovered his King¬ 
dom, was reconciled to Shimei , and to Ziba; 
and showed a great Affection to Barzillai; 
and how , upon the Rise of a Sedition , he made 
Amasa Captain of his Host , in order to pursue 
Sheba , which Amasa was slain by Joab. 

5 1. Now those Hebrews that had been with 
Absalom, and had retired out of the battle, when 
they were all returned home, sent messengers to 
every city to put them in mind of what benefits 
David had bestowed upon them, and of that li¬ 
berty which he had procured them by delivering 
them from many and great wars. But they 
complained, that whereas they had ejected him 
out of his kingdom, and committed it to another 
governor, which other governor, whom they had 
set up, was already dead, they did not now be¬ 
seech David to leave off his anger at them, and to 
become friends with them, and, as he used to do, 
to resume the care of their affairs, and take the 
kingdom again. This was often told to David. 
And, this notwithstanding, David sent to Zadok 
and Abiathar the high priests, that they should 
speak to the rulers of the tribe of Judah after the 
manner following: That “it would be a re¬ 
proach upon them to permit the other tribes to 
choose Davfd for their king before their tribe, 
and this, (said he,) while you are akin to him, 
and of the same common blood.” He commanded 
them also to say the same to Amasa the captain 
of their forces, That “ whereas he was his sis¬ 
ter’s son, he had not persuaded the multitude to 
restore the kingdom of David: That he might 
expect from him not only a reconciliation, for 
that was already granted, but that supreme 
command of the army also which Absalom had 
bestowed upon him.” Accordingly the high 

f iriests, when they had discoursed with the ru- 
ers of the tribe, and said what the king had or¬ 
dered them, persuaded Amasa to undertake the 
care of his affairs. So he persuaded that tribe 
to send immediately ambassadors to him, to be¬ 
seech him to return to his kingdom. The same 
did all the Israelites, at the like persuasion of 
Amasa. 

2. When the ambassadors came to him, he 
came to Jerusalem; and the tribe of Judah was 
the first that came to meet the king at the river 
Jordan. And Shimei, the son of Gera, came 
with a thousand men, which he brought with 
him out of the tribe of Benjamin; and Ziba, the 
freedman of Saul, with his sons, fifteen in number, 
and with his twenty servants. All these, as well 
as the tribe of Judah, laid a bridge [of boats] 
over the river, that the king and those that were 
with him, might with ease pass over it. Now as 
soon as he was come to Jordan, the tribe of 
Judah saluted him. Shimei also came upon the 
bridge, and took hold of his feet, and prayed 
him “ to forgive him what he had offended, and 
not to be too bitter against him, nor to think fit 
to make him the first example of severity under 
his new authority; but to consider that he had 
repented of his failure of duty, and had taken 
care to come first of all to him.” While he was 
thus entreating the king, and moving him to 
compassion, Abishai, Joab’s brother, said, “ And 
shall not this man die for this, that he hath 
cursed that king whom God hath appointed to 

pate, I. e. instead of the highest part of the city, should 
say the highest part of th c gate. Accordingly we find 
David presently in Josephus, as well as in our other 
copies, 2 Sam. xix. 8, sitting as before in the gate of tho 
city. 
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reign over us?” Bnt David turned himself to 
him, and said, “Will ye never leave off, ye son9 
of Zeruiah? Do not you, 1 pray, raise new 
troubles and seditions among - us, now the former 
are over; for I would not have you ignorant that 
I this day begin my reign, and therefore swear 
to remit all offenders their punishments, and not 
to animadvert on any one that has sinned. Be 
thou therefore, (said he,) O Shimei, of good 
courage, and do not at all fear being put to 
death.” So he worshipped him, and went on 
before him. 

3. Mephibosheth also, Saul’s grandson, met 
David, clothed in a sordid garment, and having 
his hair thick and neglected: for after David was 
fled away, he was in such grief that he had not 
polled his head, nor had he washed his clothes, 
as dooming himself to undergo such hardships 
upon occasion of the change of the king’s affairs. 
Now he had been unjustly calumniated to the 
king by Ziba his steward. When he had saluted 
the king, and worshipped him, the king began to 
ask him, “Why he did not go out of Jerusalem 
with him, and accompany him during his flight?” 
He replied. That “this piece of injustice was 
owing to Ziba; because when he was ordered 
to get things ready for his going out with him, 
he took no care of it, but regarded him no more 
than if he had been a slave; and indeed, had 1 
had my feet sound and strong, I had not deserted 
thee, tor I could then have made use of them in 
my flight: but this is not all the injury that 
Ziba has done me, as to ray duty to thee, my 
lord and my master, but he hath calumniated me 
besides, and told lies about me of his own inven¬ 
tion; but I know thy mind will not admit of such 
calumnies, but is righteously disposed, and a 
lover of truth, which it is also the will of God 
should prevail. For when thou wast in the 
greatest danger of suffering by my grandfather, 
and when, on that account, our whole family 
might justly have been destroyed, thou wast mo¬ 
derate and merciful, and didst then especially 
forget all those injuries, when, if thou hadst re¬ 
membered them, thou hadst the power of pun¬ 
ishing us for them; but thou hast judged me to 
be thy friend, and hast set me every day at thine 
own table, nor have I wanted any thing which 
one of thine own kinsmen, of greatest esteem 
with thee, could have expected.” When he said 
this, David resolved neither to punish Mephibo¬ 
sheth,* nor to condemn Ziba, as having belied 
his master; but said to him, that as he had [be¬ 
fore] granted all his estate to Ziba because he 
did not come along with him, so he [now] pro¬ 
mised to forgive him, and ordered that the one 
half of his estate should be restored to him. 
Whereupon Mephibosheth said, “Nay, let Ziba 
take all; it suffices me that thou hast recovered 
thy kingdom.” 

4. But David desired Barzillai, the Gileadite, 
that great and good man, and one that had made 
a plentiful provision for him at Mahanaim, and 
conducted him as far as Jordan, to accompany 
him to Jerusalem, for he promised to treat him 
in his old age with all manner of respect; to 
take care of him, and provide for him. But Bar¬ 
zillai was so desirous to live at home, that he en¬ 
treated him to excuse him from attendance on 
him; and said. That “his age was too great to 
enjoy the pleasures [of a court,] since he was 

* By David's disposal of half Mepliiliosheth’s estate to 
Ziba, une would imagine that he was a good deal dis¬ 
satisfied and doubtful whether Mephihosheth’s story 
were entirely true or not. Nor does David how invite 
him to diet with hiin,as he did before, hut only forgives 
him, if he hnd been at all guilty. Nor is this odd way 
of mourning that Mephibosheth made use of here, and 
2Sam. xix.24, wholly free from suspicion of hypocri¬ 
sy. If Ziba neglected or refused to bring Mephibosheth 
an ass of his own, on which he might ride to David, it 
it hard to suppose that so great a man as he was should | 
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fourscore years old, and was therefore making 
provision for his death and burial; so he desired 
hint to gratify him in this request, and dismiss 
him, for he had no relish for his meat or his drink 
by reason of his age; and that his ears were too 
much shut up to hear the sound of pipes, or tho 
melody of other musical instruments, such as 
those that live with kings delight in.” When 
he entreated for this so earnestly, the king said 
“I dismiss thee, but thou shall grant me thy son 
Chimham, and upon him.I will bestow all sorts 
of good things.” So Barzillai left his son with 
him, and worshipped the king, and wished him 
a prosperous conclusion of all his affairs accord¬ 
ing to nis own mind, and then returned home: 
but David'came to Gilgal, having about him half 
the people [of Israel,] and the [whole] tribe of 
J udah. 

5. Now the principal men of the country came 
to Gilgal to him with a great multitude, and 
complained of the tribe of Judah, that they had 
come to him in a private manner, whereas they 
ought all conjointly, and with one and the same 
intention, to have given him the meeting. But 
the rulers of the tribe of Judah desired them 
not to be displeased, if they had been prevented 
by them; for said they, “We are David's kins¬ 
men, and on that account we the rather took 
care of him, and loved him, and so came first to 
him; yet had they not, by their early coming, 
received any gifts from him, which might give 
them who came last any uneasiness.” W hen the 
rulers of the tribe of Judah had said this, the 
rulers of the other tribes were not quiet, but said 
farther, “O brethren, we cannot but wonder at 
you, when you call the king your kinsman alone, 
whereas he that hath received from God the power 
over all of us in common, ought to be esteemed 
a kinsman to us all; for which reason the whole 
people have eleven parts in him,I and you but 
one part: we also are elder than you; wherefore 
yon nave not done justly in coming to the king 
in this private and concealed manner.” 

6. While these rulers were thus disputing one 
with another, a certain wicked man who took a 
pleasure in seditious practices, (his name was 
Sheba, the son of Bichri, of the tribe of Benja¬ 
min,) stood up in the midst of the multitude, and 
cried aloud, and spake thus to them: “We have 
no part in David, nor inheritance in the son of 
Jesse.” And when he had used those words, he 
blew with a trumpet, and declared war against 
the king, and they all left David, and followed 
him; the tribe of Judah alone staid with him, 
and settled him in his royal palace at Jerusalem. 
But as for his concubines, with whom Absalom 
his sou had accompanied, truly he removed them 
to another house; and ordered those that had the 
care of them to make a plentiful provision for 
them, but he came not near them anymore. He 
also appointed Amasa for the captain of his for¬ 
ces, and gave him the same high office which 
Joab before had; and commanded him to gather 
together out of the tribe of Judah as great an 
army as he could, and to come to him within three 
days that he might deliver to him his entire army, 
and might send him to fight against [Sheba] the 
son of Bichri. Now while Amasa was gone out, 
and made some delay in gathering the army to- 

S ther, and so was not yet returned, on the third 
y the king said to Joab, “It is not fit we 

not be able to procure some other beast for the same 
purpose. 

11 clearly prefer Josephus’s reading here, when it 
supposes eleven tribes, including Benjamin, to be on 
the one side, and the tribe of Judah alone on the oilier; 
since Benjamin in general had been still fonder of the 
house of Saul, and less firm to David hitherto than 
any of the rest, and so eannot be supposed to he joined 
with Judah at this time to make it double, especially - 
when the following rebellion was headed by a Benjam- 
ite; see sect. 6, and 2 Sam. xx. 2, 4. 
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should make any delay in this affair ol Sheba, 
lest he get a numerous army about him, and be 
the occasion of greater mischief, and hurt our ar- 
fairs more than did Absalom himself; do not 
thou, therefore, wait any longer, but take such 
forces as thou hast at hand, and that [old body] 
of six hundred men, and thy brother Abishai 
with thee, and pursue after our enemy, and en¬ 
deavor to light him wheresoever thou canst 
overtake him. Make haste to prevent him, lest 
he seize upon some fenced cities, and cause us 
great labor and pains before we take him.” 

7. So Joab resolved to make no delay, but ta¬ 
king with him his brother, and those six hundred 
men, and giving orders that the rest of the army 
which was at Jerusalem should follow him, he 
marched with great speed against Sheba; and 
when he was come to Gibeon, which is a village 
forty furlongs distant from Jerusalem, Amasa 
brought a great army with him, aud met Joab. 
Now Joab was girded with a sword and his breast¬ 
plate on; and when Amasa came near him to 
salute him, lie took particular care that his 
sword should fall out as it were of its own ac¬ 
cord: so he took it up from the ground, and 
while he approached Amasa, who was then near 
him, as though he w T ould kiss him, he took hold 
of Amasa's beard with his other hand, and he 
smote him in his belly when he did not foresee 
it, and slew him. This impious and altogether 
profane action, Joab did to a good young man 
and his kinsman, and one that had done him no 
injury, and this out of jealousy that he would 
obtain the chief command of the army, and be 
in equal dignity with himself about the king: 
and for the same cause it was that he killed 
Abner. But as to that former wicked action, 
the death of his brother Asahel, which he seem¬ 
ed to revenge, afforded him a decent pretence, 
and made that crime a pardonable one, but in 
this murder of Amasa there was no such covering 
for it. Now when Joab had killed this general, 
he pursued after Sheba, having left a man with 
the dead body, who was ordered to proclaim 
aloud to the army, that Amasa was justly slain, 
and deservedly punished. “ But, (said he,) if 
you be for the king, follow Joab his general, and 
Abishai Joab’s brother.” But because the body 
lay on the road, and all the multitude came run¬ 
ning to it, and, as is usual with the multitude, 
wondering a great while at it, he that guarded it 
removed it thence, and carried it to a certain 
place that was very remote from the road, and 
there laid it and covered it with his garment. 
When this was done, all the people followed 
Joab. Now a-s he pursued Sheba through all 
the country of Israel, one told him that he was 
in a strong city called Abel-beth-raaachah; here¬ 
upon Joab went thither, and set about it with his 
army, and cast up a bauk round it, and ordered 
his soldiers to undermine the walls, and to over¬ 
throw them; and since the people in the city 
did not admit him, he was greatly displeased at 
them. 

8. Now there was a woman of small account, 
and yet both wise and intelligent, who seeing 
her native city lying at the last extremity, as¬ 
cended upon the wall, and by means of the armed 
men called for Joab; and when he came near 
her, she began to say, that “ God ordained kings 
and generals of armies that they might cut off 
the enemies of the Hebrews, and introduce a 
universal peace among them; but thou art en¬ 
deavoring to overthrow and depopulate a me¬ 
tropolis of the Israelites, which hath been guilty 
of no offence.” But he replied, “God continue 
to be merciful unto me: 1 am disposed to avoid 
killing any one of the people, much less would I 
destroy such a city as this: and if they will de¬ 
liver me up Sheba, the son of Bichri, who hath 
rebelled against the king, I will leave off the 
eiege and withdraw the army from the place.” 


Now as soon as the woman heard what Joab said, 
she desired him to intermit the siege for a little 
while, for that he should have the head of his 
enemy thrown out to him presently. So she went 
down to the citizens, and said to them, “ Will 
you he so wicked as to perish miserably, with 
your children and wives, for the sake of a vile 
fellow, and one whom nobody knows who he is? 
And will you have him for your king instead of 
David, who hath been so great a benefactor to 
you, and oppose vour city alone to such a mighty 
and strong army?” So she prevailed with them, 
and they cut off the head of Sheba, and threw it 
into Joab’s army. When this was done, the king’s 
general sounded a retreat, and raised the siege* 
and when he was come to Jerusalem, he was 
again appointed to be general of all the people. 
The king also constituted Benaiah captain of the 
guards and of the six hundred men. He also set 
Adoram over the tribute, and Sabathes and 
Achilaus over the records. He made Sheva the 
scribe, and appointed Zadok and Abiathar the 
high priests. 

CHAP. XII. 

How the Hebrews were delivered from a Famine , 
when the Gibeonites had caused Punishment to 
be inflicted for those of them that had been 
slain; as also what great Actions were per¬ 
formed against the Philistines by David , and 
the men of Valor about him. 

$ 1. After this, when the country was great¬ 
ly afflicted with a famine, David besought God 
to have mercy on the people, and to discover to 
him what was the cause of it, and how a remedy 
might be found for that distemper. And then the 
prophets answered, that Goa would have the 
Gibeonites avenged, whom Saul the king was so 
wicked as to betray to slaughter, and had not 
observed the oath which Joshua the general and 
the senate had sworn to them. If, therefore, 
said God, the king would permit such vengeance 
to be taken for those that were slain, as tne Gi¬ 
beonites should desire, he promised that he 
would be reconciled to them, aud free the mul¬ 
titude from their miseries. As soon, therefore, 
as the king understood that this it was which God 
sought, he sent for the Gibeonites, and asked 
them, What it was they would have? and when 
they desired to have seven sons of Saul deliver¬ 
ed to them, to be punished, he delivered them 
up, but spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jona¬ 
than. So when the Gibeonites had received the 
men, the}' punished them as they pleased; upon 
which God began to send rain, and to recover 
the earth to bring forth its fruits as usual, and 
to free it from the foregoing drought, so that the 
country of the Hebrews flourished again. A little 
afterward the king made war against the Philis¬ 
tines; and when lie had joined battle with them, 
and put them to flight, he was left alone as he 
was in pursuit of them; and when ho was quite 
tired down, he was seen by one of the enemy; 
his name was Achmon, the son of Araph: he 
was one of the sons of the giants. He had a 
spear, the handle of which weighed three hun¬ 
dred shekels, and a breastplate of chain work 
and a sword. He turned back, and ran vio¬ 
lently to slay [David] their enemies’ king, for 
be was quite tired out with labor; but Abishai, 
Joab’s brother, appeared on the sudden, protect¬ 
ed the king with his shield, as lie lay down, and 
slew the enemy. Now the multitude were very 
uneasy at these dangers of the king, and that he 
was very near to be slain: and the rulers made 
him swear that he would no more go out with 
them to battle, lest he should come to some great 
misfortune by his courage and boldness, and 
thereby deprive the people of the benefits they 
now enjoyed by his means, and of those that they 
might hereafter enjoy by his living a long time 
among them. 
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2. When the king heard that the Philistines 
were gathered together at the city Gazara, he 
sent an army against them, when Sibbechai, the 
Hittitc, one of David’s most courageous men, 
behaved himself so as to deserve great com¬ 
mendation; for he slew many of those that brag¬ 
ged they were the posterity of the giants, and 
vaunted themselves nighly on that account, and 
thereby was the occasion of victory to the He¬ 
brews. After which defeat, the Philistines made 
war again: and jvhen David had sent an army 
against them, Nephan, his kinsman, fought in a 
single combat witn the stoutest of all the Philis¬ 
tines, and slew him, and put the rest to flight. 
Many of them also were slain in the fight. Now 
a little while after this, the Philistines pitched 
their camp at a city which lay not far off the 
bounds of the country of the Hebrews. They 
had a man who was six cubits tall, and had on 
each of his feet and hands one more toe and 
finger than men naturally have. Now the per¬ 
son who was sent against him by David out of 
his army was Jonathan, the son of Shimea, who 
fought this man in a single combat, and slew him ; 
and as he was the person who gave the turn to the 
battle, he gained the greatest reputation for cou¬ 
rage therein. This man also vaunted himself to 
be of the sons of the giants. But after this flight 
the Philistines made war no more against the 
Israelites. 

3. And now David, being freed from wars and 
dangers, aDd enjoying for the future a profound 
peare, composed songs and hymns to God of se¬ 
veral sorts of metre;* some of those which he 
made were trimeters, and some were pentame¬ 
ters; he also made instruments of music, and 
taught the Levites to sing hymns to God, both on 
that called the Sabbath day, and on the other festi¬ 
vals. Now the construction of the instruments 
was thus: The viol was an instrument of ten 
strings, it was played upon with a bow; the psal¬ 
tery nad twelve musical notes, and was played 
upon by the fingers; the cymbals were broad and 
large instruments, and were made of brass. And 
so much shall suffice to be spoken by us about 
these instruments, that the readers may not be 
wholly unacquainted with their nature. 

4. Now all the men that were about David, 
were men of courage. Those that were most il¬ 
lustrious and famous of them for their actions 
were thirty-eight; of five of whom I will only 
relate the performances, for these will suffice 
to make manifest the virtues of the others also; 
for these were powerful enough to subdue coun¬ 
tries, and conquer great nations. First, there¬ 
fore, was Jessai, the son of Achimaas, who fre¬ 
quently leaped upon the troops of the enemy, 
and did not leave off fighting till he overthrew 
nine hundred of them. After him was Eleazar 

* This section is a very remarkable one, and shows 
that, in the opinion of Josephus, David composed the 
Book of Psalms, not at several times before, as their 
present inscriptions frequently imply, but generally at 
the latter end of his life, or after his wars were over. 
Nor does Josephus, nor the authors of the known books 
of the Old and New Testament, nor the Apostolical 
Constitutions, seem to have ascribed any of them to 
any other author than to David himself. See Essay on 
the Old Test. p. 174, 175. Of these metres of the 
Psalms, see the note on Antiq. B. ii. chap. xvi. sect. 4. 
However, we must observe here, that as Josephus says, 
Antiq. B. ii. chap. xvi. sect, 4, that the song at the Bed 
Sea.Exod. xv 1—21, was composed by Moses in the 
hexameter tune or metre, as also Antiq. B. iv. chap, 
viii. sect. 44, that the son? of Moses, Dcut. xxxii. 1—13 
was an hexameter pocm,sodocshc say, that the Psalms 
of David were of various kinds of metre, and particu¬ 
larly that they contained trimeters, and pentameters, 
Antiq. B. vii. chap, xii, sect. 3, all which implies, that 
be thought these Hebrew poems might be best descri¬ 
bed to the Greeks and Romans, under those nnmes and 
characters of Hexameters, Trimeters,and Pentameters. 
Now, it appears that the instruments of music that 
were originally used by the command of king David, 
and Solomon, and were carried to Babylon at the cap- 


the son of Dodo, who was with the kiog at Ara- 
sam. This man, when bnce the Israelites were 
under a consternation at the multitude of the Phi¬ 
listines, and were running away, stood alone, and 
fell upon the enemy, and slew many of them, till 
his sword clung to his hand by the blood he had 
shed, and till the Israelites, seeing the Philis¬ 
tines retire by his means, came down from the 
mountains and pursued them>and at that time 
won a surprising and a famous victory, while 
Eleazar slew the men, and the multitude follow¬ 
ed and spoiled their dead bodies. The third was 
Sheba, the son of Ilus. Now this man, when 
in the wars against the Philistines, they pitched 
their camp at a place called Lehi, and when the 
Hebrews were again afraid of their enemy, and 
did not stay, he stood still alone, as an army and 
a body of men, and some of them he overthrew, 
and some, who were not able to abide his strength 
and force, lie pursued. There are the works of 
the hands, and of fighting, which these three 
performed. Now at the time when the king was 
once at Jerusalem, and the army of the Philis¬ 
tines came upon him to fight him, David went up 
to the top ot the citadel, as we have already said, 
to inquire of God concerning the battle, while 
the enemy’s camp lay in the valley that extends 
to the city' Bethlehem, which is twenty furloDgs 
distant from Jerusalem. Now David said to his 
companions, <4 We have excellent water in my 
own city, especially that which is in the pit near 
the gate,” wondering if any one would bring him 
some of it to drink: but be said, that “ he would 
rather have it than a great deal of money.” 
When these three men heard what he said, they 
ran away immediately, and burst through the 
midst of their enemy’s camp, and came to Beth¬ 
lehem; and when they had drawn the water, 
they returned again through the enemy’s camp 
to the king, insomuch that the Philistines were 
so surprised at their boldness and alacrity, that 
they were quiet, and did nothing against them, 
as if they despised their small number. But 
when the water was brought to the king, he 
would not drink it, saying, that “ it was brought 
by the danger and the blood of men, and that it 
was not proper on that account to drink it.” But 
he poured it out to God, and gave him thanks for 
the salvation of the men. Next to these were 
Abishai, Joab’s brother; for he in one day slew 
six hundred. The fifth of these was Benaiah, 
by lineage a priest; for being challenged by [two] 
eminent men in the country of Moab, he over¬ 
came them by his valor. Moreover, there was 
a man, by nation an Egyptian, who was of a vast 
bulk, and challenged him; yet did he, when he 
was unarmed, kill him with his own spear, which 
he threw at him, for he caught him by force, and 
took away his weapons, while he was alive and 
tivity of the two tribes, were brought bark after that 
captivity; as also, that the singers and musicians, who 
outlived that captivity, came back with those instru¬ 
ments: Ezra ii. 41; vii. 24; Neb. vii. 44; Antiq. B. xi. ch. 
iii. sec. 8, and chap. iv. sect, ii; and that this music and 
these instruments at the temple could not but be well 
known to Josephus, a priest belonging to that temple; 
who accordingly gives us a short description of three 
of the instruments, Antiq. B.vii. ch. xii. sect. 3, and 
gives us a distinct account, that such psalms and hymns 
were sung in his days at that temple, Antiq. B. xx. ch. 
i.v. sect. 6; so that Josephus’s authority is beyond excep¬ 
tion in these matters. Nor can any hypothesis of the 
moderns, that docs not agree with Josephus’s charac¬ 
ters, be justly supposed the true metre of the ancient 
Hebrews; nor indeed is there, t think, any other original 
authority now extant, hereto relating, to be opposed to 
these testimonies before us. That the ancient music of 
the Hebrews was very complete also, and had iu it 
great variety of tunes, is evident by the number of 
their musical instruments, and by the testimony of an¬ 
other most authentic witness, Jesus the son of Sirach 
Ecclus. i. 18, who says, that at the temple, in his days, 
“The singers sang praises with their voice; with great 
variety of sounds was there made sweet melody,” 
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fighting, and slew him with his own weapons. 
One may also add this to' the forementioned ac¬ 
tions of the same man, either as the principal of 
them in alacrity, or as resembling the rest. When 
God sent a snow, there was a lion who slipped 
and fell into a certain pit, and because the pit’s 
mouth was narrow, it was evident he would pe¬ 
rish. being enclosed with the snow; so when he 
saw no way to get out and save himself, he roar¬ 
ed. When Benaiah heard the wild beast, he 
went towards him, and coming at the noise he 
made, he went down into the mouth of the pit, 
and smote him, as he struggled, with a stake that 
lay there, and immediately slew him. The other 
thirty-three were like these in valor also. 

CHAP. XIII. 

That when David had numbered the People, they 

were punished; and how the Divine Compas¬ 
sion restrained that punishment. 

J 1. Now king David was desirous to know 
how many ten thousands there were of the peo¬ 
ple, and forgot the commands of Moses,* who 
told them beforehand, that if the multitude were 
numbered, they should pay half a shekel to God 
for every head. Accordingly the king command¬ 
ed Joab, the captain of his host, to go and num¬ 
ber the whole multitude; but when he said there 
was no necessity for such a numeration, he was 
not persuaded [to countermand it,] but he en¬ 
joined him to make no delay, but to go about the 
numbering of the Hebrews immediately. So 
Joab took with him the heads of the tribes, and 
the scribes, and went over the country of the Is¬ 
raelites, and took notice how numerous the mul¬ 
titude were, and returned to Jerusalem to the 
king, after nine months and twenty days; and he 
gave in to the king the number of the people, 
without the tribe of Benjamin, for he had not 
yet numbered that tribe, no more than the tribe 
of Levi; for the king repented of his having sin¬ 
ned against God. Now the number of the rest 
of the Israelites was nine hundred thousand 
men, who were able to bear arms and go to war; 
but the tribe of Judah, by itself, was four hun¬ 
dred thousand men. 

2. Now when the prophets had signified to 
David that God was angry at him, he began to 
entreat him, and to desire lie would be merciful 
to him, and forgive his sin. But God sent Na¬ 
than the prophet to him. to propose to him the 
election of three things, that he might choose 
which he liked best. “Whether he would have 
a famine come upon the country for seven years? 
or would have a war, and be subdued three 
months by his enemies? or whether God should 
send a pestilence and a distemper upon the He- 
bretvs for three days?” But as he was fallen to 
a fatal choice of great miseries, he was in trou¬ 
ble, and sorely confounded; and when the pro¬ 
phet had said that he must of necessity make 

* The words of God hy Moses, E.\od. xxx. 12, suffi¬ 
ciently justify the reason here given by Josephus for 
rlie great plague mentioned in l his chapter: “When 
thou takesi tlie sum of the children of Israel, after their 
number, then shall they give every man a ransom lor 
his soul unto the Lord, when thou iiuinhcrest them, 
t that there he no plague amongst llicm when 1 lion mini- 
herest them.” Nor indeed could David’s or the Snuhe- 
drim’s neglect of executing this law at this numeration 
excuse the people, who ought still to have brought their 
l.ounden oblation of half a shekel n piece with them, 
when they came to he numbered. The great reason 
why nations are so constantly punished hy and with 
their wicked kings and governors is this, that they al¬ 
most constantly comply with llicm in their neglect of, 
or disobedience to the divine laws, and sutler those di¬ 
vine laws to go into disuse or contempt, in order to 
please those wicked kings and governors; and that they 
submit to several wicked political laws and commands 
ot those kings and governors, instead of the righteous 
lawg of God, which all mankind ought ever to obey, let 
their kings and governors sny what they please to the 
contrary: this preference ofhuman before Divine laws 


his choice, and had ordered him to answer 
quickly, that he might declare what he had cho¬ 
sen to God, the king reasoned with himself, that 
in case he should ask for famine, he would ap¬ 
pear to do it for others, and Avithout danger to 
himself, since he had a great deal of corn hoard¬ 
ed up, but to the harm of others; that in case 
he should choose to be overcome [by his ene¬ 
mies] for three months, he would appear to have 
chosen war, because he had valiant men about 
him, and strong holds, and th^t, therefore, he 
feared nothing therefrom: so he chose that af¬ 
fliction which is common to kings and to their 
subjects, and in which the fear was equal on all 
sides; and said this beforehand, that “it was 
much better to fall into the hands of God than 
into those of his enemies.” 

3. When the prophet had heard this, he de¬ 
clared it to God; who thereupon sentapestilence 
and a mortality upon the Hebrews; nor did they 
die after one and the same manner, nor so that 
it was easy to know what the distemper was. 
Now, the miserable disease was one indeed, but 
it carried them oil'by ten thousand causes and 
occasions, which those that were afflicted could 
not understand; for one died upon tl*e neclc of 
another, and the terrible malady seized them 
before they were aware, and brought them to 
their end suddenly; some giving up the ghost 
immediately with very great pains and bitter 
grief, and some were worn away by their dis¬ 
tempers, and had nothing remaining to be buried, 
but as soon as ever they fell, were entirely ma¬ 
cerated ; some were choked, and greatly lament¬ 
ed their case, as being also stricken with a sud¬ 
den darkness; some there were, who, as they 
were burying a relation, fell down dead,! with¬ 
out finishing the rites of the funeral. Now there 
perished of this disease, which began with the 
morning and lasted till the hour of dinner, se¬ 
venty thousand. Nay, the angel stretched out 
his Hand over Jerusalem, as sending this terrible 
judgment upon it. But David had put on sack¬ 
cloth, and lay upon the ground, entreating God, 
and begging that the distemper might now cease 
and that he would be satisfied with those that 
had already perished. And when the king look¬ 
ed up into the air, and saw the angel carried 
along thereby unto Jerusalem, with his sword 
drawn, he said to God, that “he might justly be 
punished, who was their shepherd, but that the 
sheep ought to be preserved, as not having sin¬ 
ned at all; and he implored God that he would 
send his wrath upon him, and upon all his fami¬ 
ly, but spare the people.” 

4. When God heard his supplication, he caused 
the pestilence to cease; and sent Gad the pro¬ 
phet to him, and commanded him to go up im¬ 
mediately to the threshing-floor of Araunan the 
Jebusite, and build an altar there to God, and 
ofl'er sacrifices. When David heard that, he did 
not neglect his duty; but made haste to the 

seeming to me the principal character of idolatrous or 
anli christian nations. Accordingly, Josephus well 
observes, Antiq. B. iv. ch. viii. sect. i7, that it was tbe 
duty of the people of Israel to take care that their kings, 
when they should have them, did not exceed their pro¬ 
per limils of power, and prove ungovernable hy the 
laws of God, which would certainly be n most perni¬ 
cious thing to their Divine settlement. Nor do I I liink 
that negligence peculiar to the Jews; those nations 
which are called Christians are sometimes indeed very 
solicitous to restrain their kings and governors from 
breaking the human laws of tlicir several kingdoms, 
but without the tike care for restraining them from 
breaking the laws of God. “Whether it he right in 
the sight nf God, m hearken unio men more than unto 
God, judge yc,” Acts iv. 19: "We ought to obey God 
rather than men,” ver.29. 

f Whence Josephus took these his distinct and melan¬ 
choly accounts of ihe particular symptoms, and most 
miserable methods of dying in this terrible pestilence, 
we cannot now tell, our other copies affording us no 
such accounts. 
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place appointed him. Now Araunah was thresh¬ 
ing wheat; and when he saw the king and all 
his servants coming to hiiu, he ran before, and 
came to him, and worshipped him: he was by 
his lineage a Jebusite, but a particular friend of 
David; and for that cause it was, that when he 
overthrew the city he did him no harm, as we 
informed the reader a little before. Now Arau¬ 
nah inquired, “Wherefore is my lord come to 
his servant'?” He answered, “To buy of him 
the threshing-floor, that he might therein build 
an altar to God, and offer a sacrifice.” He re¬ 
plied, that “ he freely gave him both the thresh¬ 
ing-floor, and the ploughs, and the oxen for a 
burnt-offering; and he besought God graciously 
to accept his sacrifice.” But the king made an¬ 
swer, that he took his generosity and magnanim¬ 
ity kindly, and accepted his good will, but he de¬ 
sired him to take the price of them all, for it 
was not just to ofler a sacrifice that cost nothing. 
And when Araunah said, he would do as he 
pleased, lie bought the threshiug-floor of him for 
6fty shekels. And when he had built an altar, 
he performed divine service, and brought a burnt- 
offering, and offered peace-offerings also. With 
these God was pacified, and became gracious to 
them again. Now it happened, that Abraham 
came and offered his son Isaac for a burnt-offer¬ 
ing at that very place ;* and when the youth was 
ready to have his throat cut, a ram appeared on 
a sudden, standing by the altar, which Abraham 
sacrificed in the stead of his son, as we have be¬ 
fore related. Now when king David saw that 
God had heard his prayer, and had graciously 
accepted of his sacrifices, he resolved to call 
that entire place the altar of all the people, and 
to build a temple to God there. Wnicn words 
he uttered very appositely to what was to be 
done afterward; for God sent the prophet to 
him, and told him, that there should his son build 
him an altar, that son who was to take the king¬ 
dom after him. 

CHAP. XIV. 

That David made great Preparations for the 

House of God: and that upon Adonijah's At¬ 
tempt to gain the Kingdom , he appointed Solo¬ 
mon to reign. 

$ 1. After the delivery of this prophecy, the 
king commanded the strangers to be numbered; 
and they were found to be one hundred and 
eighty thousand: of these he appointed four¬ 
score thousand to be hewers of stone, and the 
rest of the multitude to carry the stones, and of 
them he set over the workmen three thousand 
and five hundred. He also prepared a great 
quantity of iron and brass for tne work, with 
many (and those exceeding large) cedar trees; 
the Tyrians and Sidonians sending them to him, 
for he had sent to them for a supply of those 
trees. And he told his friends that these things 
were now prepared, that he might leave mate¬ 
rials ready for the building of the temple to his 
son, who was to reign after him, ana that he 
might not have them to seek then, when he was 
very young, and by reason of his age, unskilful 
in such matters, but might have them lying by 
him, and so might the more readily complete the 
work. 

2. So David called his son Solomon, and char¬ 
ged him, when he had received the kingdom, to 
build a temple to God; and said, “ I was willing 
to build God a temple myself, but he prohibited 
me, because I was polluted with blood and wars: 

* What Josephus adds here is very remarkable, that 
this Mount Moriah was not only the very place where 
Abraham offered up Isaac long ago, but that God had 
foretold to David by a prophet, that here his son should 
build him a temple, which is not directly in any of our 
other copies, though very agreeable to what i* in them, 
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but he hath foretold, that Solomon, my youngest 
son, should build him a temple, and shouid be call¬ 
ed by that name; over whom he hath promised to 
take the like care, as a father takes over his son: 
and that he would make the country of the He¬ 
brews happy under him, and that, not only in 
other respects, but by* giving it peace and free¬ 
dom from wars, and from internal seditions, 
which are the greatest of all blessings. Since, 
therefore, (says he,) thou wast ordained by God 
himself before thou wast born, endeavor to ren¬ 
der thyself worthy of this his providence, as in 
other instances, so particularly* in being reli¬ 
gious, and righteous, and courageous. Keep 
thou also his commands, and his laws, which he 
hath given us by Moses, and do not permit others 
to break them. Be zealous also to dedicate to 
God a temple, which he hath chosen to be built 
under thy^ reign; nor be thou affrighted by the 
vastness of the work, nor set about it timorously, 
for I will make all things ready before I die: and 
take notice, that there are already ten thousand 
talents of gold, and a hundred thousand talents 
of silver, collected together.f I have also laid 
together brass and iron without number, and an 
immense quantity of timber and of stones. More¬ 
over, thou hast many ten thousand stone cutters 
and carpenters; and if thou shah want any thiDg 
farther, do thou add somewhat of thine own. 
Wherefore, if thou performest this work, thou 
wilt be acceptable to God, and have him for 
thy patron.” David also farther exhorted the 
rulers of the people to assist his son in this 
building, and to attend to the divine service, 
when they should be free from all their misfor¬ 
tunes, for that they by this means should enjoy', 
instead of them, peace, and a happy settlement, 
with which blessings God rewards such as are 
religious and righteous. He also gave orders, 
that when the temple should be once built, they 
should put the ark therein, with the holy vessels; 
and he assured them, that they ought to have had 
a temple long ago, if their fathers had not been 
negligent of God’s commands, who had given it 
in charge that when they had got the possession 
of this land, thev should build him a temple. 
Thus did David discourse to the governors and 
to his son. 

3. David was now in years, and his body, by 
length of time, was become cold, and benumbed, 
insomuch that he could get no heat by covering 
himself with many' clothes: and when the phy¬ 
sicians came together, they agreed to this ad¬ 
vice, that a beautiful virgin, chosen out of the 
whole country, should sleep by' the king’s side, 
and that this damsel would communicate heat to 
him, and be a remedy against his numbness. 
Now there was found in the city' one woman of a 
superior beauty to all other women, (her name 
was Abishag,) who, sleepiug with the king, did 
no more than communicate warmth to him, for 
he was so old that he could not know her as a 
husband knows his wife. But of this woman we 
shall speak more presently. 

4. Now the fourth son of David was a beauti¬ 
ful young man, and tall, born to him of Haggith 
his wife. He was named Adonijah, and was in 
his disposition like Absalom; and exalted him 
self as hoping to be king; and told his friends 
that he ought to take the government upon him. 
He also prepared many chariots and horses, and 
fifty men to run before him. When his father 
saw this, he did not reprove him, nor restrain 
him from his purpose, nor did he go so far as to 
ask wherefore he did sol Now Adonijah had for 

particularly in 1 Chron. xxi. 26,28; andxxii. ]; to which 
places I refer the reader. 

t Of the quantity of gold and silver expended in the 
building of Solomon’s temple, and whence it arose, see 
the description of the temple, chap. xiii. 
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his assistants, Joabthe captain of the army, and 
Abiathar the high priest; and the only persons 
that opposed him were Zadok the high priest, 
and the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah, who was 
captain of the guards, and Shimei, David’s 
friend, with all the other most mighty men. Now 
Adonijah had prepared a supper out of the city, 
near tlie fountain that was in the king’s paradise, 
and had invited all his brethren except Solomon, 
and had taken with him Joab the captain of the 
army, and Abiathar, and the rulers of the. tribe 
of Judah; but had invited to this feast nei¬ 
ther Zadok the high priest, nor Nathan the pro¬ 
phet, nor Benaiah the captain of the guards, nor 
any of those of the contrary party. This matter 
was told by Nathan the prophet to Bathsheba, 
Solomon's mother, that Adonijah was king, and 
that David knew nothing of it; and he advised 
her to save herself, and her son Solomon, and to 
o by herself to David, and say to him, that “he 
ad indeed sworn that Solomon should reign 
after him, but that, in the mean time, Adonijah 
had already taken the kingdom.” He said, tnat 
he, the prophet himself, would come after her, 
and when sne had spoken thus to the king, 
would confirm what she had said. Accordingly, 
Bathsheba agreed with Nathan, and went in to 
the king, and worshipped him, and when she 
had desired leave to speak with him, she told him 
all things in the manner that Nathan had sug¬ 
gested to her; and relatedovhat a supper Ado¬ 
nijah had made, and who they were whom he 
had invited; Abiathar, the high priest, and Joab 
the general, and David’s sons, excepting Solo¬ 
mon and his intimate friends. She also said, 
“That all the people had tbeir eyes upon him, to 
know whom he would choose for their king.” 
She desired him also to consider how, after his 
departure, Adonijah, if he were king, would slay 
her and her son Solomon. 

5. Now as Bathsheba w r as speaking, the keep¬ 
er of the king’s chambers told him, that Nathan 
desired to see him. And when the king had 
commanded that he should be admitted, he came 
in, and asked him, whether he had ordained Ado¬ 
nijah to be king, and delivered the government 
to him or not? for that he had made a splendid 
supper, and invited all his sons, except Solomon, 
as also that he had invited Joab the captain of 
his host, [and Abiathar the high priest,") who are 
feasting with applauses, and many joyful sounds 
of instruments, and wish that his kingdom may 
last forever: but he hath not invited me, nor 
Zadok the high priest, nor Benaiah the captain 
of the guards: and it is but fit that all should 
know whether this be done hv thy approbation or 
not. When Nathan had said thus, the king com¬ 
manded that they should call Bathsheba to him, 
for she had gone out of the room when the 

B ropbet came. And when Bathsheba w T as come, 
•avid said, “ I swear by Almighty God, that thy 
son Solomon shall certainly be king, as I formerly 
swore, and that he shall sit upon my throne, and 
that this very day also.” So Bathsheba wor¬ 
shipped him, and wished him a long life: nnd the 
king sent for Zadok the high priest, and Benaiah 
the captain of the guards; and when they were 
come, he ordered them to take with them Na¬ 
than the prophet, and all the armed men about 
the palace, and to set his son Solomon upon the 
king’s mule, and to carry him out of the city to 
the fountain called Gihon, and to anoint him 
there with the holy oil, and to make him king. 
This he charged Zadok the high priest, and Na¬ 
than the prophet, to do, and commanded them to 
follow Solomon through the midst of the city, 
and to sound the trumpet*, and to wish aloud, 
“ That Solomon the king may sit upon the royal 
throne for ever,” that so all the people may 
know that he is ordained king by his father, lie 
also gave Solomon a charge concerning his go¬ 
vernment, to rule the whole nation of the He- 
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brews, and particularly the tribe of Judah, reli¬ 
giously and righteously. And when Benaiah 
had prayed to God to be favorable to Solomon, 
without any delay they set Solomon upon the 
mule, and brought him out of the city to the 
fountain, and anointed him with oil, and brought 
him into the city again, with acclamations and 
wishes that his kingdom might continue a long 
time: and when they had introduced him into 
the king’s house, they set him upon the throne. 
Whereupon all the people betook themselves to 
make merry, and to celebrate a festival, dancing, 
and delighting themselves with musical pipes, 
till both the earth and the air echoed with the 
multitude of the instruments of music. 

6. Now when Adonijah and his guests perceiv¬ 
ed this noise, they were in disorder; and Joab 
the captain of the host said, “ He \vas not pleased 
with tne>-e echoes, and the sound of these trum¬ 
pets.” And when supper was set before them, 
nobody tasted of it, but they were all very 
thoughtful what would be the matter. Then 
Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the high priest, 
came running to them; and when Adonijah saw 
the young man gladly, and said to him that he 
was a good messenger, lie declared to them the 
whole matter about Solomon, and the determina¬ 
tion of king David: hereupon both Adonijah and 
all his guests rose hastily from the fea'.-t, and 
every one tied to their own homes: Adonijah 
also as afraid of the king for what he had clone, 
became a supplicant to God, and took hold of the 
horns of the altar, which were prominent. It was 
also told Solomon that he had so done; and that 
he desired to receive assurances from him that 
he would not remember the injury he had done, 
and not inflict any severe punishment for it. 
Solomon answered very mildly and prudently, 
that “he forgave him this his offence;” but said 
withal, that “ if he were found out in any attempt 
for new innovations, that he would be the author 
of his ow n punishment." So he sent to him, 
gnd raised him up from the place of his suppli¬ 
cation. And when he was come to the king, and 
had worshipped him, the king bade him go away 
to his own home, and have no suspicion of any 
harm ; and desired him to show himself a worthy 
man, as what would tend to his own advantage. 

7. But David being desirous of ordaining his 
son king of all the people, called together their 
rulers to Jerusalem, with the priests and the 
Levites; and having first numbered the Levites, 
he found them to be thirty-eight thousand, from 
thirty years old to fifty: out of which lie appoint¬ 
ed twenty-three thousand to take care of the 
building of the temple, and out of the same six 
thousand to be judges of the people and scribes, 
four thousand lor porters to the house of God, 
and as many for singers, to sing to the instrume nts 
w hich David had prepared, as we have said alrea¬ 
dy. He divided them also into courses; and when 
he had separated the priests from them, he found 
of these priests twenty-four courses, sixteen of 
the house of Elenzar, and eight of that of Itha- 
mar: nnd lie ordained that one course should mi¬ 
nister to God eight days from Sabbath to Sabbath. 
And thus were the courses distributed by lot, in 
the presence of David, and Zadok and Abiathar 
the nigh priests, and of all the rulers: and that 
course which came up first was written down as 
the first, and accordingly the second, and so on 
to the twenty-fourth; and this partition hath re¬ 
mained to this day. He also made twenty-four 
parts of the tribe of Levi; and when they cast 
lots, they came up in the same manner for their 
courses of eight flats. Me aLo honored the 
posterity of Moses, and made them the keepers 
of the treasures of God, nnd of the donations 
which the kings dedicated. He also ordained, 
that all the tribe of Levi, as well as the priests, 
should serve God night and day, as Moses had 
enjoined them. 
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8. After this he parted the entire army into 
twelve parts, with tneir leaders, (and captains of 
hundreds,) and commanders. Now every part 
had twenty-four thousand, which were ordered 
to wait on Solomon, by thirty days at a time, 
from the first day till the last, with the captains 
of thousands, and captains of hundreds. He also 
set rulers over every part, such as he knew to be 
good and righteous men. He set others also to 
take charge of the treasures, and of the villages, 
and of the fields, and of the beasts, whose names 
I do not think it necessary to mention. "When 
David had ordered all these offices, after the man¬ 
ner before mentioned, be called the rulers ol the 
Hebrews, and their heads ol tribes, and the offi¬ 
cers over the several divisions, and those that 
were appointed over every work, and every pos¬ 
session: and standing upon a high pulpit, he said 
to the multitude as follows: “My brethren and 
my people, I would have you know that I in¬ 
tended to build a house for God, and prepared a 

arge quantity of gold, and a hundred thousand 
talents of silver, but God prohibited me by the 
prophet Nathan, because of the wars I had on 
your account, and because my right hand was 
polluted with the slaughter of our enemies; but 
he commanded that my son, who was to succeed 
me in the kingdom, should build a temple for him. 
Now, therefore, since you know that of the 
twelve sons whom Jacob our forefather had, Ju¬ 
dah was appointed to be king, and that I was pre¬ 
ferred before my six brethren, and received the 
government from God, and that none of them 
were uneasy at it, so do I also desire that my 
sons be not seditious one against another, now 
Solomon has received the kingdom, but to bear 
him cheerfully for their lord, as knowing that 
God hath chosen him: for it is not a grievous 
thing to obey even a foreigner as a ruler, if it be 
God’s will, but it is fit to rejoice when a brother 
hath obtained that dignity, since the rest partake 
of it with him. And I pray that the promises of 
God may be fulfilled; and that this happiness 
which he hath promised to bestow upon king So¬ 
lomon, over all the country, may continue there¬ 
in for all time to come. And these promises, O 
son, will be firm, and come to a happy end, if 
thou showest thyself to be a religious and a 
righteous man, and an observer of the laws of 
thy country; but if not, expect adversity upou 
thy disobedience to them.” 

9. Now when the king had said this,he left ofl, 
but gave the description and pattern of the build¬ 
ing of the temple in the sight of them all, to So¬ 
lomon: of the foundations and of the chambers, 
inferior and superior, how many they were to be, 
and how large in height and in breadth; as 
also he determined the weight of the golden and 
silver vessels; moreover, he earnestly excited 
them with his words, to use the utmost alacrity 
about the work; he exhorted the rulers also, 
and particularly the tribe of Levi, to assist 
him, both because of his youth, and because God 
had chosen him to take care of the building of 
die temple, and of the government of the king¬ 
dom. He also declared to them that the work 
would be easy, and not very laborious to them, 
because he had prepared for it many talents of 
gold, and more of silver, with timber, and a great 
many carpenters and stonecutters, and a large 
quantity of emeralds, and all sorts of precious 
stones:* and he said, that even now he would 
give of the proper goods of his own dominion 
two hundred talents, and three hundred other 
talents-of pure gold, for the most holy place, nnd 
for the chariot of God, the cherubims, which are 

* David is here greatly blamed by some for recom¬ 
mending Joaband Shimeitobe punished by Solomon, 
if he could find a proper occasion, after he had Dome 
with the first a long while, and seemed to have pardon¬ 
ed the other entirely, which Solomon executed accord¬ 
ingly: yet I cannot discern any fault cither in David or 
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to stand over and cover the ark. Now when 
David had done speaking, there appeared great 
alacrity among the rulers and the priests, and 
the Levites, who now contributed, and made 
great and splendid promises for a future contri¬ 
bution, for they undertook to bring of gold five 
thousand talents, and ten thousand drachms, and 
of silver ten thousand talents, and many ten thou¬ 
sand talents of iron; and if any one had a pre¬ 
cious stone he brought it, and bequeathed it to 
be put among the treasures; of which Jachiel, 
one of the posterity of Moses, had the care. 

10. Upon this occasion all the people rejoiced, 
as in particular did David, when he saw the zeal 
and forward ambition of the rulers and the 
priests, and of all the rest; and he began to bless 
God with a loud voice; calling him "the Father 
and Parent of the universe, and the Author of 
human and divine things, with which he had 
adorned Solomon, the patron and guardian of 
the Hehrew nation, and of its happiness, and of 
that kingdom which he hath given his son. Be¬ 
sides this, he prayed for happiness to all the 
people; and to Solomon his son, a sound and a 
righteous mind, and confirmed in all sorts of vir¬ 
tue;*’ and then he commanded the multitude to 
bless God. Upon which they all fell down upon 
the ground, and worshipped him. They also 
gave thanks to David, on account of all the bles¬ 
sings which they had received ever since he had 
taken the kingdom. On the next day he present¬ 
ed sacrifices to God, a thousand bullocks, and as 
many lambs, which they offered for burnt-offer¬ 
ings. They also offered peace-offerings, and 
slew many ten thousand sacrifices; and the king 
feasted all day, together with all the people; and 
they anointed Solomon a second time with the 
oil,* and appointed him to be king, and Zadok to 
be the high priest of the whole multitude. And 
when they had brought Solomon to the royal 
palace, and had set him upon his father’s throne, 
they were obedient to him from that day. 

CHAP. XV. 

JVhat charge David gave to his Son Solomon, at 

the Approach of his Death ; and how mat\y 

Things he left him for the Building of the 

Temple . 

$ I. A LITTLE afterward David also fell into a 
distemper, by reason of his age; and perceiviug 
that he was near to death, he called his son Solo¬ 
mon, and discoursed to him thus: “I am now, 
O my son, going to my grave and to my fathers, 
which is the common way which all men that 
now are, or shall be hereafter, must go; front 
which way it is no longer possible to return, and 
to know any thing that is done in this world. On 
which nccount I exhort thee, while I am still 
alive, though already very near to death, in the 
same manner as I have formerly said in my ad¬ 
vice to thee, to be righteous towards thy sub¬ 
jects, and religious towards God, that hath given 
thee thy kingdom ; to observe his commands nnd 
his laws, which he hath sent us by Moses; and 
neither do thou out of favor nor flattery allow 
any lust or other passion to weigh with thee, to 
disregard them; for if thou trausgres>est his 
laws, thou wilt lose the favor of God, and thou 
wilt turn away his providence from thee in all 
things; but if thou behave thyself so as it be¬ 
hooves thee, and as I exhort thee, thou wilt pre¬ 
serve our kingdom to our family, and no other 
house will bear rule over the Hebrews, but we 
ourselves, for all ages. Be thou also mindful of 
the transgressions of Joab,* the captain of the 

Solomon in these rases. Joab’s murder of Abner and 
Amasa was very barbarous, and could not properly 
be forgiven either by David or Solomon; for a dispensing 
power in kings for ilie crime of wilful murder is war¬ 
ranted by no law of God. nay, is directly against it everv 
where; iiorisit, for certain, in the power of men to 
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host, who hath slain two generals out of envy, 
and those righteous nnd good men, Abner the son 
of I\ T er, and Amasa the son of Jether, whose 
death do thou avenge as shall seem good to thee, 
since Joab hath been too hard for me, and more 
potent than myself, and so hath escaped punish¬ 
ment hitherto. J also commit to thee the son 
of Bamllai the Gileadite, whom, in order to 
gratify me, thou shalt have in great honor, and 
take great care of; for we ha\e not done good 
to him first, but we only repay that debt which 
we owe to his father, for what he did to me in my 
flight. There is also Shimei, the son of Gera, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, who, after he had cast 
many reproaches upon me, when, in my flight, I 
was going to Mahanaim, met me at Jordan, and 
received assurances that he should then suffer 
nothing. Do thou now seek out for some just 
occasion, and punish him.” 

2. When David had given these admonitions 
to his son about public affairs, and about his 
friends, and about those whom he knew' to de¬ 
serve punishment, he died, having lived seventy 
years, and reigned seven years and six months 
in Uebron, over the tribe of Judah, and thirty- 
three years in Jerusalem, over all the country. 
This man was of an excellent character, and was 
endowed with all virtues that were desirable in a 
king, and in one that had the preservation of so 
many tribes committed to him; for he was a man 
of valor in a very extraordinary degree, and 
w’enl readily and first of all into dangers, when 
he was to fight for his subjects, as exciting the 
soldiers to action by his own labors, and light¬ 
ing for them, and not by commanding them in a 
despotic way. He was also of very great abili- 

prant such a prerogative to any of their kinps. Though 
Joah w'as so nearly related 16 David,nnd so potent in 
the army under a w arlike administration, that David 
durst not himself put him to death, 2 Pam. iii. !<9, and 
xix. 7. Shimei’s cursing the Lord's anointed , and this 
without any just cause, was the highest act of treason 
against God and his anointed king, and justly deserved 
death; and though David could forgive treason against 
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ties in understanding, and apprehension of pre 
sent and future circumstances, when he was to 
manage any affairs. He was prudent and mode¬ 
rate, and kind to such as were under any calami¬ 
ties; he was righteous and humane; which are 
good qualities peculiarly fit for kings: nor was 
guilty of any offence in the exercise of so great 
an authority, but in the business of the wife of 
Uriah, lie also left, behind him greater wealth 
than any other king, either of the Hebrews, or 
of other nations, ever did. 

3. He was buried by his son Solomon, in Jeru¬ 
salem, with great magnificence, and with all ihe 
other funeral pomp which kings used to be buried 
with: moreover, he had great and immense 
wealth buried with him; the vastness of which 
may be easily conjectured at by what I shall now 
say; fora thousand and three hundred years af¬ 
terward, Hyrcaiius the high priest, when he was 
besieged by Antiochus, that was called the Pious, 
the son of Demetrius, and was desirous of giving 
him money to get him to raise the siege, and 
draw off his army; and having no other method 
of compassing the money, opened one room of 
David’s sepulchre, and took out three thousand 
talents, and gave part of that sum to Antiochus, 
and by this means caused the siege to be raised, 
as we have informed the reader elsewhere. 1ST ay, 
after him, and that many years, Herod the king 
opened another room, and took away a great 
deal of money, and >et neither of them came at 
the coffins of the kings themselves, for their bo¬ 
dies were buried under the earth so artfully, that 
they did not appear even to those that entered 
into their monuments. But so much shall suffice 
us to have said concerning these matters. 

himself, yet had lie done no more in the case of Shimei 
than promised him Hint lie would not then, on the day 
of his return and reinauenrntion, himself put him to 
dentil, 2 Sam. xix. 22, and he swore to him no farther, 
v. 2:1, as the words are in Josephus, than that I.e would 
not then pul him to death, which 1 e performed; nor was 
Solomon under any obligation to spare such a traitor. 


BOOK VIII. 

CONTAINING TIIE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTV-TIIREE YEARS.—FROM TIIE 
DEATH OF DAVID TO TIIE DEATH OF A1IAB. 


CHAP. I. 

How Solomon, when he had received ihe King¬ 
dom , took ojf his ICnemivs . 

$ 1. We have already treated of David, and 
his virtue; and of the benefits he was the author 
of to his countrymen; of his wars also, and but¬ 
tles which he managed with success, and then 
died an old man, in the foregoing book. And 
when Solomon his son, who was but a youth in 
age, had taken the kingdom, and whom David 
had declare !, while he was alive, the lord of that 
peopl , according to God's will: when he sat 
upon the throne, the whole body of the people 
made joyful :n d onations to him*, as is usual at 
the beginning of a reign; and wished that all bis 
affairs might come to a blessed conclusion: and 
that lie might arrive at a great age, and at the 
met happy state of affairs po--ible. 

2. But Ailonijnh, who, while his fithtr was 
living, attempted to gain possession of the go¬ 
vernment, came to the king’s mother Bathsheba, 
and sainted her with great civility; and when 
she asked him, whither be came to her as de¬ 
siring her assistance in any thing or not? and 
bade him tell her if that were the case, for that 
*fc would cheerfully afford it him; he began to 
tay. that “she knew herself that the kingdom 
was his, both on account of his elder age, and of 
the disposition of the multitude, and that yet it 


was transferred to Solomon her son, according 
to the will of God. He also said that he was, 
contented to be a servant under him, and was 
pleased with the present si ttlemcnt, but he de¬ 
sired her to be a means of obtaining a favor 
from his brother to him, and to persuade him to 
bestow on him in marriage Abishag, who had in- 
died slept by his father, but because his father 
was too old, he did not lie with her, and she was 
still a virgin.” So Bathsheba promised him to 
alford him her assistance very earnestly, and to 
bring this marriage ubout; because the king 
would be willing to gratify him in such a thing, 
ami lx cause she would press it to him very ear¬ 
nestly. Accordingly he went away in hopes of 
succeeding in this match. So Solomon’s mother 
went presently to her son. to >)»<.•: k to him about 
what she hail promised, upon Adonijah’s suppli¬ 
cation to her. And when her soil came forward 
to unit her and embraced her, and when lie had 
brought her into the house where the ro^al 
throne was set, he sat thereon, and bade them 
set another throne on the right hand for his mo¬ 
ther.* When Bathsheba was set down, she said, 
“ O my son, grant me one request that J desire 
of thee, and do not any thing to me that is disa¬ 
greeable or ungrateful; which thou wilt do, if 
thou deniest me.” And when Solomon bade her 
to lay her commands upon him, because it was 
agreeable to his duty to grant her every thing 
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she should ask, and complained that she did not 
begin her discourse with a firm expectation of 
obtaining what she desired, but had some suspi¬ 
cion of a denial, she entreated him to grant that 
his brother Adonijah might marry Abishag. 

3. But the king was greatly offended at these 
words, and sent away his mother, and said, that 
“Adonijah aimed at great things, and that he 
wondered that she did not desire him to yield up 
the kingdom to him, as to his elder brother, since 
she desired that he might marry Abishag, and 
that he had potent friends, Joab the captain of 
the host, and Abiathar the priest.” So he called 
for Benaiah, the captain of the guards, and order¬ 
ed him to slay his brother Adonijah. He also 
called for Abiathar the priest, and said to him, 
‘ I will not put thee to death, because of those 
other hardships which thou hast endured with 
my father, and because of the ark which thou 
hast borne along with me, but I inflict this fol¬ 
lowing punishment upon thee, because thou wast 
among Adonijah’s followers, and wast of his party. 
Do not thou continue here, nor come any more 
into my sight, but go to thine own town, and live 
on thy cwn fields, and there abide all thy life; 
for thou hast offended so greatly, that it is not 
just that thou shouldst retain thy dignity any 
longer.” For the forementioned cause therefore 
it was, that the house of Ithamar was deprived 
of the sacerdotal dignity, as God had foretold to 
Eli, the grandfather of Abiathar. So it was trans¬ 
ferred to the family of Phineas, to Zadok. Now 
those that were of the family of Phineas, but lived 

rivately during the time that the high priest- 
ood was transferred to the house of Ithamar, 
(of which family Eli was the first that received 
it,) were these that follow: Bukki, the son of 
Abishua the high priest; his son was Joatham; 
Joatham’s son was Meraioth; Meraioth’s son was 
Aropha?us; Arophaeus’s son was Ahitub; and 
Ahitub’s son was Zadok, who was first made 
high priest in the reign of David. 

4. Now when Joab the captain of the host 
heard of the slaughter of Adonnah, he was great¬ 
ly afraid, for he was a greater friend to him than 
to Solomon; and suspecting, not without reason, 
that he was in danger on account of his favor 
to Adonijah, he fled to the altar, and supposed 
he might procure safety thereby to himself, be¬ 
cause of the king’s piety towards God. But 
when some told the king what Joab’s supposal 
was, he sent Benaiah, and commanded him to 
raise him up from the altar, and bring him to the 
judgment-seat, in order to make his defence. 
However, Joab said, he would not leave the altar, 
but would die there, rather than in another place. 
And when Benaiah had reported his answer to 
the king, Solomon commanded him to cut off his 
head there,* and let him take that as a punish¬ 
ment for those two captains of the host whom he 
had wickedly slain, and to bury his body, that 
his sins might never leave his family, but that 
himself and his father, by Joab’s death, might be 
guiltless. And when Benaiah had done what 
he was commanded to do, he was himself ap- 

ointed to be captain of the whole army. The 
ing also made Zadok to be alone the high priest, 
in the room of Abiathar, whom he had removed. 

5. But as to Shimei, Solomon commanded that 
he should build him a house, and stay at Jerusa¬ 
lem, and attend upon him, and should not have 
authority to go over the brook Cedron; and that 
ifhe disobeyed that command, death should be 
his punishment. He also threatened him so ter¬ 
ribly, that he compelled him to take an oath that 
he would obey. Accordingly, Shimei said, that 

* This execution upon Joab, as a murderer, by slaying 
him, even when he had taken sanctuary at God’s altar, 
is perfectly agreeable to the law of Moses, which en¬ 
joins, that “If a man come presumptuonsly upon his 
neighbor to slay him with guile, thou shnlt take him 
from mine altar that he die.” Exod. xxi. 14. 
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“ he had reason to thank Solomon for giving him 
such an injunction; and added an oath, that he 
would do as he bade bin;,” and leaving his own 
country, he made his abode in Jerusalem. But 
three years afterward, when he heard that two 
of his servants were run away from him, and 
were in Gath, he went for his servants in haste; 
and when he had come back with them, the 
king perceived it, and was much displeased that 
he nad contemned hi8 commands, and what was 
more, had no regard to the oaths he had sworn 
to God; so he called him, and said to him, “ Didst 
thou not swear never to leave me, nor to go out 
of thrs city to another? thou shalt not therefore 
escape punishment for tby perjury; but I will 
punish thee, thou wicked w-retch, both for this 
crime, and for those wherewith thou didst abuse 
iny father w hen he was in his flight, that thou 
raayst know that w'icked men gain nothing at 
last, although they be not punished immediately 
upon their unjust practices, but that in all the 
time wherein they think themselves secure, be¬ 
cause they have yet suffered nothing, their pun¬ 
ishment increases, and is heavier upon them, and 
that to a greater degree than if they had been 
punished immediately upon the commission of 
their crimes.” So Benaiah, on the king’s com¬ 
mand, slew Shimei. 

CHAP. II. 

Concerning the Wife of Solomon; concerning his 

Wisdom and Riches; and concerning u'hat he 

obtained of Hiram for the Building of the 

Temple. 

§1. Solomon having already settled himself 
firmly in his kingdom, and having brought his 
enemies to punishment, he married the daughter 
of Pharoah, king of Egypt, and built the walls of 
Jerusalem,! much larger and stronger than those 
that had been before, and thenceforward he ma¬ 
naged public affairs very peaceably; nor was his 
youth any hindrance in the exercise of justice, 
or in the observation of the laws, or in the re¬ 
membrance of what charges his father had given 
him at his death, but he discharged even- duty 
with great accuracy, that might have been ex¬ 
pected from such as are aged, and of the greatest 
prudence. He now resolved to go to flebron, 
and sacrifice to God upon the brazen altar that 
w-as built by Moses. Accordingly, he offtred 
there burnt-offerings, in number a thousand; and 
when he had done this, he thought lie had paid 
great honor to God, for as he was asleep that 
very night, God appeared to him. and command¬ 
ed liim to ask of nun some gifts which he was 
ready to give him, as a reward for his piety. So 
Solomon asked of God what was most excellent, 
ancl of the greatest worth in itself, what God 
would bestow r with the greatest jov, and what it 
was most profitable for man to receive; for he did 
not desire to have bestowed upon him either gold 
or silver, or any other riches, as a man and ayouth 
might naturally have done, for these are the things 
that are generally esteemed by most men, as alone 
of the greatest worth, and the be-t gifts of God; 
“but,” said he, “give rne.O Lord, a sound mind 
and a good understanding, whereby 1 may ?peak 
and judge the people according to truth and 
righteousness.” With these petitions God was 
well pleased; and promised to give him all those 
things that he had not mentioned in his option, 
riches, glory, victory over his enemies: and, in 
the first place, understanding and wisdom, and 
this in such a degree ns no other mortal man, 
neither kings nor ordinary persons, ever had. 

{This building of the to alls of Jerusalem, soon after 
David’s death, illustrates the conclusion of tire 51st 
Psalm where David prays, build thou the tealls cf Jeru¬ 
salem , they being, it seems, unfinished or imperfect at 
that time; see chap. vi. sect. 1; and ch. vii. sect. 7; also 1 
Kings ix. 15. 
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He also promised to preserve the kingdom to his 
posterity for n very long time, if he continued 
righteous, and obedient to him, and imitated 
his father in those things wherein he excelled. 
When Solomon heard this from God, he present¬ 
ly leaped out of his bed ; nnd when he had worship* 
)ed him he returned to Jerusalem; nnd after he 
iad offered great sacrifices before the taberna¬ 
cle, he feasted all his own family. 

2. In these days a hard cause came before him 
in judgment, which it was very difficult to find 
any end of; and 1 think it necessary to explain 
the fact, about which the contest was, that such 
as light upon my writings may know what a dif¬ 
ficult cause Solomon was to determine, and those 
that are concerned in such matters may take this 
sagacity of the king for a pattern, that they may 
the more easily give sentence about such ques¬ 
tions:—There were two women who were har¬ 
lots in the course of their lives, that came to him; 
of whom she that seemed to be injured began to 
speak first, and said, “O king, 1 and this other 
woman dwell together in one room: now it came 
to pass that we both bare a son at the same hour 
of the same day, and on the third day this wo¬ 
man overlaid her son, and killed it, and then took 
my son out of my bosom, and removed him to 
herself, and as I was asleep she laid her dead 
son in my arms. Now. when in the morning, I 
was desirous to give the breast to the child, I 
did not find my own, but saw the woman’s dead 
child lyingby me, fori considered it exactly,and 
found it so to be. Hence it was that I demanded 
my son; and when I could not obtain him, I have 
recourse,my lord, to thy assistance; for since we 
were alone, and there was nobody there that 
could convict her, she cares for nothing, butper- 
severes in the stout denial of the fact.” When 
this woman had told this her story, the king ask¬ 
ed the other woman what she had to say in con¬ 
tradiction of this story? Hut when she denied 
that she had done what was charged upon her, 
and said, that it was her child that was living, 
and that it was her antagonist’s child that was 
dead, and when no one could devise what judg¬ 
ment could be given, and the whole court were 
blind in their understanding, and could not tell 
how to find out this riddle, the king alone invent¬ 
ed the following way howto discover it: He 
bade them bring in both the dead child and the 
living child; and sent one of his guards, and 
commanded him to fetch a sword, and draw it, 
and to cut both the children into two pieces, that 
each of the women might have half the living, 
and half the dead child. Hereupon all the peo¬ 
ple privately laughed at the king, as no more 
than a youth. Hut in the mean time, she that 
was the real mother of the living child, cried out, 
that he should not do so, but deliver the child to 
the other woman as her own, for she would be 
satisfied'With the life of the child, and with the 
sight of it, although it were esteemed the other’s 
child: but the other woman was ready to see the 
child divided, and was desirous moreover that 
the first woman should he tormented. When 
the king understood that both their words pro¬ 
ceeded from the truth of their passions, he ad¬ 
judged the child to her that cried out to save it, 
for that she was the real mother of it, and he 
condemned the other ns a wicked woman, who 
had not only killed her own child, hut was endea- 

* It may not be amiss to compare the daily furniture 
of king Solomon’s table, here set down, and I Kings iv. 
22,03, with tho like daily furniture of Neheminh tlie 
governor’s table, after llie Jews wore mine back from 
Babylon: nnd to remember wilbnl, that Neheminh wns 
now building the walls of Jerusalem, and maintained 
more than usual, above one hundred and fifty consider¬ 
able men every day, and that beennse the nation was 
then very poor, nt his own charges also, without laying 
any burden upon the people at all. ** Now that which 
was prepared for mo daily was one ox and six choice 
sheep; also fowls were prepared for me; and once in ton 
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voring to see her friend’s child destroyed also 
Now the multitude looked on this determination 
as a great sign and demonstration of the king’s 
sagacity and wisdom, and after that day, attend¬ 
ed to him as to one that had a divine mind. 

3. Now the captains of his armies, and officers 
appointed over tne whole country, were these: 
over the lot of Ephraim was Ures; over the 
toparchy of Bcthlcnem, was Dioclerus: Abina- 
dab, who married Solomon’9 daughter, had the 
region of Dora, and the sea-coast, under him: 
the great plain was under Benaiah, the son of 
Aehilus; he also governed all the country as far 
as Jordan: Gabarius ruled over Gilead ana Gaul- 
anitis, and had under him the sixty great and 
fenced cities [of Og:] Achinadab managed the 
affairs of all Galilee, as far as Sidon, and had 
himself also married a daughter of Solomon, 
whose name was Basima: Banacates had the 
sea-coast about Arce; as had Shaphat Mount 
Tabor, and Carnul, and [the Lower] Galilee, as 
far as the river Jordan; one man was appointed 
over all this country: Shimei was intrusted with 
the lot of Benjamin; and Gabares had the coun¬ 
try beyond Jordan, over whom there was again 
one governor appointed. Now the people of the 
Hebrews, and particularly the tribe of Judah, 
received a wonderful increase when they betook 
themse lves to husbandry, and the cultivation of 
their grounds: for as they enjoyed peace, and 
were not distracted with wars and troubles, and 
having besides an abundant fruition of the most 
desirable liberty, every one was busy in aug¬ 
menting the product of their own lands, and ma¬ 
king them worth more than they had formerly 
been. 

4. The king had also other rulers, who were 
over the land of Syria, and of the Philistines, 
which reached from the river Euphrates to 
Egypt, and these collected his tributes of the na¬ 
tions. Now these contributed to the king’s table, 
and to his supper every day, * thirty cori of fine 
flour, and sixty of meal; as also ten fat oxen, and 
twenty oxen out of the pastures, and a hundred 
fat lambs; all these were besides what were taken 
by hunting, harts and buffaloes, and birds and 
fishes, winch were brought to the king by foreign¬ 
ers day by day. Solomon had also so great a num¬ 
ber of chariots that the stalls of his horses for 
those chariots were forty thousand; and besides 
these he had twelve thonsand horsemen, the one 
half of whom waited upon the king in Jerusalem, 
and the rest were dispersed abroad, and dwelt in 
the royal villages: but the same officer who pro¬ 
vided for the king's expenses, supplied also the 
fodder for the horses, and still carried it to the 
place where the king abode at that time. 

5. Now the sagacity and wisdom which God 
had bestowed on Solomon was so great, that he 
exceeded the ancients; insomuch that he was no 
way inferior to the Egyptinus, who are said to 
have bern beyond all men in understanding; 
nay, indeed, it is evident that their sagacity was 
very much inferior to thntof the king’s. He also 
excelled and distinguished lrimself in wisdom 
above those who were most eminent among the 
Hebrews at that time for shrewdness; those I 
mean were Ethan, and Heman, and Chalcol, and 
Darda, the sons of Mahol. lie also composed 
books of odes nnd <;ongs, a thousand and five; ot 
parables and similitudes, three thousand; for he 
days store of all sorts of wine; nnd yet for all this, I 
retired not the bread of the governor, because the 
bondage wns heavy upon this people,” Neh. v. 18. Fee 
the whole eonlext, ver. It—19. Nor did the governor’s 
mural allowance of forty shekels of silver a day, ver. 
15. amount to £5 a day, or to jCIPOO a year. Nor 
docs it indeed appear, that under the Judges or un¬ 
der Fannie! the prophet, there was any sur.h public 
allowance in those governors at nil. Those great char-. 
ges upon the public for maintaining courts came in with 
kings, as God foretold they would, 1 Sam. viii. 11—18 
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spake a parable upon every sort of tree, from the 
hyssop to the cedar; and in like manner also 
about beasts, about all sorts of living- creatures, 
whether upon the earth, or in the seas, or in the 
air; for he was not unacquainted with any of 
their natures, nor omitted inquiries about them, 
but described them all like a philosopher, and 
demonstrated his exquisite knowledge of their 
several properties. God also enabled him to 
learn that skill which expels demons,* which is 
a science useful and sanative to men. He com¬ 
posed such incantations also by which distem¬ 
pers are alleviated. And he left behind him the 
manner of using exorcisms, by which they drive 
away demons, so that they never return; and 
this method of cure is of great force unto this 
day: fori have seen a certain man of my own 
country, whose name was Eleazar, releasing 
people that were demoniacal, in the presence of 
Vespasian, and bis sons, and his captains, and 
the whole multitude of his soldiers. The man¬ 
ner of the cure was this: he put a ring that had 
a root of one of those sorts mentioned by Solo¬ 
mon, to the nostrils of the demoniac, after which 
he drew out the demon through his nostrils: and 
when the man fell down immediately, he adjured 
him to return into him no more, making still 
mention of Solomon, and reciting the incanta¬ 
tions which he composed. And when Eleazar 
would persuade and demonstrate to the specta¬ 
tors that he had such a power, he set a little way 
off a cup or bason full of water, and commanded 
the demon, as he went out of the man, to over¬ 
turn it, and thereby to let the spectators know 
that he had left the man: and when this was 
done, the skill and wisdom of Solomon was 
showed very manifestly; for which reason it is 
that ail men may know the vastness of Solomon’s 
abilities, and how he was beloved of God, and 
that t.ie extraordinary virtues of every kind with 
which this king was endowed, may not be un¬ 
known to any people under the sun; for this 
reason, I say, it is that we have proceeded to 
speak so largely of these matters. 

6. Moreover, Hiram king of Tyre, when he 
had heard that Solomon succeeded to his father’s 
kingdom, was very glad of it, for he was a friend 
of David. So he sent ambassadors to him, and 
saluted him, and congratulated him on the pre¬ 
sent happy state of his affairs. Upon which So- 

* Some pretended fragments of these books of conju¬ 
ration of Solomon are still extant in Fabricins’e Cod. 
t’seudepigr- Vet. Test. p. 1054, though I entirely dif¬ 
fer from Josephus in this hissupposal, that such books 
and arts of Solomon were parts of that wisdom which 
was imparted to him hy Cod in his younger days; they 
must rather have belonged to such profane but curious 
arts as we find mentioned, Acts xix. 1'J—20, and had been 
derived from the idolatry and superstition of his heathen 
wives and concubines in his old age, when he had for¬ 
saken Cod, and God had forsaken him, and given him up 
to demoniacal delusions. Nor does Josephus’s strange 
account of his root Baara, (Of the War, b. viii. ch.vi. 
sect. 3,) seem to be other than that of its magical use in 
euch conjurations. As for the following history, it con¬ 
firms wliat Christ says, Watt. xiL 27, “If 1 hy Beelzebub 
cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast theiuout?” 

t These epistles of Solomon and liiram are those in 1 
Kings v. 3—9; and as enlarged, in 2 Chron. ii. 3—10; 
hut here given us by Josephus in his own words. 

X What Josephus here puts into his copy oflliram’e 
epistle to Solomon, and repents afterward, chap. v. sect. 
3; that Tyre was now an island, is not in any of the 
threeother copies, viz. that of tire Ivinss, Chronicles, or 
Eusebius; nor is it any other, I suppose, than his own 
conjectural paraphrase; for when I many years ago in¬ 
quired into this matter, 1 found the state of this famous 
city, and of tlie island whereupon it stood, to have been 
very different at different times. The result of iny 
inquiries in this matter, with the addition of some la¬ 
ter improvements, stands thus. That the best testimo¬ 
nies hereto relating, imply that Pahetyrus, or oldest 
Tyre, was no other than that most ancient smaller fort 
or city Tyre, situated on the continent, and mentioned 
in Josh. xix. 29, out of which the Canaanite or Phoeni¬ 
cian inhabitants were driven into n large island that 
lay not far offiu the sea by Joshua; tliattliie island was 
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lomon sent him an epistle, the contents of which 
here follow: 

Solomon to King Hiram. 

“Know thou that my father would have built 
a temple to God,f but was hindered by wars 
and continual expeditions; for he did not leave 
off to overthrow his enemies till he made them 
all subject to tribute: but I give thanks to God 
for the peace I at present enjoy, and on that ac¬ 
count I am at leisure, and design to build a house 
to God, for God foretold to my father that such 
a house should be built by rue; wherefore I de¬ 
sire thee to send me some of thy subjects with mine 
to mount Lebanon to cut down timber, for the 
Sidonians are more skilful than our people in 
cutting of wood. As for wages to the hewers of 
wood, I will pay whatsoever price thou shalt 
determine.” 

7. When Hiram had read this epistle, he was 
leased with it, and wrote back this answer to 
olonion: 

Hiram to King Solomon. 

“ It Is fit to bless God that he hath committed 
thy father’s government to thee, who art a wise 
man, and endowed with all virtues. As for my¬ 
self, I rejoice at the condition thou art in, and 
will be subservient to thee in all that thou send- 
est to me about; for when by my subjects I have 
cut down many and large trees of cedar, and cy¬ 
press wood, I will send them to sea, and will 
order my subjects to make floats of them, and 
to sail to w hat place soever of thy country thou 
shalt desire, and leave them there, after which 
thy subjects may carry them to Jerusalem: but 
do thou take care to procure us corn for this tim¬ 
ber, which we stand in need of, hecause we in¬ 
habit in an island.”j: 

8. The copies of these epistles remain at this 
day, and are preserved not only in our books, 
but among the Tyrians also, insomuch that if 
any one would know the certainty about them, 
he may desire of the keepers of the public re¬ 
cords of Tyre to show him them; and he will 
find what is there set down to agree with what 
we have said. I have said so much out of a de¬ 
sire that my readers may know that we speak 
nothing but the truth, and do not compose a his¬ 
tory out of some plausible relations which de¬ 
ceive men and please them at the same time, 

tlien joined to the continent at the present remains of 
Palietyrus by a neck of land over against Solomon’s 
cisterns, still so called; and the city’s fresh water proba¬ 
bly was carried along in pipes by that neck of land, 
and that this island was therefore in strictness no other 
than a peninsula, having villages in its fields, Ezek. 
xxvi. G, and a wall al>out it, Amos i. 10; and the city 
was not of so great reputation as Pidon for some ages; 
that it was attacked both by sea ami land by Salma- 
nasser, as Josephus informs us, Antiq. h. ix. chap. xiv. 
sect. 2; and afterward came to he the metropolis of l'lict- 
nieia, and afterward taken and destroyed by Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, according to the numerous scripture pro¬ 
phecies thereto relating, Isa. xxiii. Jer. xxv. 22; xxvii. 
3; xlvii. 4; Ezek. xxvi. xxvii. xxxviii. That seventy 
years after that destruction bv Nebuchadnezzar, this 
city was in some measure revived and rebuilt, Isaiah 
xxiii. 17, 18; hut that, as the prophet Ezekiel had fore¬ 
told, xxvi. 3,4,5,14; xxvii. 34;the sea arose higher than 
before, till at last it overflowed not only the neck of 
land, but the main isl.or peninsula itself, and destroyed 
that old and famous city for ever; that, however, there 
still remained an adjoining smaller island, once connect¬ 
ed to old Tyre itself hy Ilirnm, which was afterward 
inhabited; to which Alexander the Great.with incredible 
pains, raised a new bank or causeway; nml that it plain¬ 
ly appears, from Mnundrell, a most authentic eye-wit¬ 
ness, that tiie old large and famous city, on the original 
large island, is now laid so generally under water, that 
scarce more than forty acres of it, or rather of tlmt ad¬ 
joining small island, remain at this day; so that per¬ 
haps not above n hundredth part of the first island and 
city is now above water. This was foretold in the same 
prophecies of Ezekiel; and, according to them, as iWr. 
Mnumlrcll distinctly observes,these poor remains of 
old Tyre are now “ become like the top of a rock, a 
place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea ” 
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nor attempt to avoid examination, nor desire 
men to believe us immediately; nor are we at 
liberty to depart from speaking truth, which is 
the proper commendation of a historian, and 
yet be blameless. But we insist upon no admis¬ 
sion of what we say, unless we be able to mani¬ 
fest its truth by demonstration and the strongest 
vouchers. 

9. Now king Solomon, as soon as this epistle 
from the king of Tyre was brought him, com¬ 
mended the readiness and good-will he declared 
therein, and repaid him in what he desired, and 
sent him yearly twenty thousand cori of wheat, 
and as many baths of oil; now the bath is able 
to contain seventy-two sextaries. He also sent 
him the same measure of wine. So the friend¬ 
ship between Hiram and Solomon hereby in¬ 
creased more and more: and they swore to con¬ 
tinue it for ever. And the king appointed a tri¬ 
bute to be laid on all the people, of thirty thou¬ 
sand laborers, whose work he rendered easy to 
them by prudently dividing it among them: for 
he made ten thousand cut timber in mount Leba¬ 
non for one month, and then to come home; and 
there rest two months until the time when the 
other twenty thousand had finished their task at 
the appointed time; and so afterward it came to 
pass that the first ten thousand returned to their 
work every fourth month: and it was Adorain 
who was over this tribute. There were also of 
the strangers who were left by David, who were 
to carry the stones, and other materials, seventy 
thousand; and of those that cut the stones, eighty 
thousand. Of these, three thousand and three 
hundred were rulers over the rest. He also en¬ 
joined them to cut out large stones for the foun¬ 
dations of the temple, and that they should fit 
them and unite them together in the mountain, 
and so bring them to the city. This was done 
not only by our own country workmen, but by 
those workmen whom Hiram sent also. 

CHAP. III. 

Of the Building of the Temple. 

§ 1. Solomon began to build the temple in the 
fourtli year of his reign, on the second month, 
which the Macedonians call Arternisius, and the 
Hebrews Jar, five hundred and ninety-two years 
after the exodus out of Egypt, but after one thou¬ 
sand and twenty years from Abraham’s coming 
out of Mesopotamia into Canaan, and after the 
deluge one thousand four hundred and forty 
years; and from Adam, the first man who was 
created, until Solomon built the temple, there 
had passed in all three thousand one hundred and 
two years. Now, that year on which the temple 
began to be built, was already the eleventh year 
of the reign of Hiram; but from the building of 
Tyre to the building of the temple, there had 
passed two hundred and forty years. 

2. Now, therefore, the king laid the foundations 
of the temple very deep in the ground,* and the 
materials were strong stones, and such as would 
resist the force of time; these were to unite 
themselves with the earth, and become a basis 
and a sure foundation for that superstructure 
which was to be erected over it: they were to be 
so strong, in order to sustain with ease those vast 
superstructures, and precious ornaments, whose 
own weight wa9 not to be less than the weight of 
those other high and heavy buildings which the 
king designed to be very ornamental anil magni¬ 
ficent; they erected its entire bod}*, quite up to 
the roof, of white stone: its height was sixty cu- 
oits, and its length was the same, and its breadth 

* Of the temple nf Solomon, hero described by Jose¬ 
phus in tills and the following sections of this chapter, 
tee my Inscription of the Temples belonging to this 
work, chap. xiii. 

t These small rooms, or side chambers, seem to have 
l*ccn, by Josephus's descriplion, no les9 than twenty 
cubits high apiece, otherwise there must have been a 
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twenty. There was another building erected 
over it, equal to it in its measures: so that th* 
entire altitude of the temple was a hundred and 
twenty cubits. Its front was to the east. As to 
the porch, they built it before the temple; ita 
lengtn was twenty cubits, and it was so ordered 
that it might agree with the breadth of the house: 
and it had twelve cubits in latitude, and its height 
was raised as high as a hundred and twenty cu¬ 
bits. He also built round about the temple thirty 
small rooms, which might include the whole tem¬ 
ple, by their closeness one to another, and by 
their number, and outward position round it. He 
also made passages through them, that they 
might come into one through another. Every 
one of these rooms had five cubits in breadth,f 
and the same in length, but in height twenty. 
Above these there were other rooms, and others 
above them, equal both in their measures and 
number; so that these reached to a height equal 
to the lower part of the house; for the upper 
part had no buildings about it. The roof that 
was over the house was of cedar; and truly 
every one of these rooms had a roof of their 
own, that was not connected with the other 
rooms; but for the other parts, there was a co¬ 
vered roof common to them all, and built with 
very long beams, that passed through the rest, 
anti through the whole building, so tnat the mid¬ 
dle walls being strengthened by the same beams 
of timber, might be thereby made firmer; but as 
for that part of the roof that was under the 
beams, it was made of the same materials, and 
was all made smooth, and had ornaments proper 
for roofs, and plates of gold nailed upon them. 
And as he enclosed the walls with boards of ce¬ 
dar, so he fixed on them plates of gold, which 
had sculptures on them, so that the whole tem¬ 
ple shined, and dazzled the eyes of such as en¬ 
tered, by the splendor of the gold that was on 
every side of them. Now the whole structure 
of the temple was made with great skill, of po¬ 
lished stones, and those laid together so very har¬ 
moniously and smoothly, that there appeared to 
the spectators no sign of any hammer, or other 
instrument of architecture, but as if, without any 
use of them, the entire materials had naturally 
united themselves together, that the agree¬ 
ment of one part with another seemed ra¬ 
ther to have been natural, than to have arisen 
from the force of tools upon them. The king , 
also had a fine contrivance for an ascent to the 
upper room over the temple, and that was by 
steps in the thickness of its wall; for it bad no 
large door on the east end, as the lower house 
had, but the entrances were by the sides, through 
very small doors, lie nlso overlaid the temple 
both within and without, with boards of cedar, 
that were kept close together by thick chains, so 
that this ccntrivance was in the nature of a sup¬ 
port and a strength to the building. 

3. Now when the king had divided the temple 
into two parts, he made the inner house of twenty 
cubits [every way,] to be the most secret cham¬ 
ber, but he appointed that of forty cubits to be 
the sanctuary; and when he had cut a door-place 
out of the wall, he put therein doors of cedar, 
and overlaid them’witli a great deal of gold, that 
had sculptures upon it. lie also had veils of blue 
and purple, and scarlet, and the brightest and 
softest linen, with the most curious flowers 
wrought upon them, which were to be drawn 
before those doors. He also dedicated for the 
most secret place, whose breadth was twenty 
cubits, and length the same, two cherubims of 
solid gold the height of each of them was five 

largo interval between one and the other that was over 
it, mill this with double floors, the one of six cubits dis¬ 
tance from 1 lie floor beneath it, ns 1 Kings vi. 5. 

X Josephus snys here, that the cherubims were of solid 
gold, nnd only fiveculiits high, while our Hebrew copies, 

1 Kings vi.211,28, say they were of the olive-tree, and 
the LXXU of the cvprcss tree, and only overlaid with 
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cubits; they had each of them two wings stretch¬ 
ed out as far as five cubits; wherefore Solomon 
et them up not far from each other, that with 
one wing they might touch the southern wall of 
the secret place, and with another the northern: 
their other wings, which joined to each other, 
were a covering to the ark, which was set be¬ 
tween them: but nobody can tell, or even con¬ 
jecture, what was the shape of these cherubims. 
He also laid the floor of the temple with plates 
of gold; and he added doors to the gate of the 
temple, agreeable to the measure of the height 
of the wall, but in breadth twenty cubits, and on 
them he glued gold plates. And, to say all in 
one word, he left no part of the temple, neither 
internal nor external, but what was covered with 
old. He also had curtains drawn over these 
oors in like manner as they were drawn over 
the inner doors of the most holy place; but the 
porch of the temple had nothing of that sort. 

4. Now Solomon sent for an artificer out of 
Tvre, w'hose name was Hiram: he was by birth 
of the tribe of Napbtali, on the mother’s side, 
(for she was of that tribe,) but his father was 
Ur, of the stock of the Israelites. This man was 
skilful in all sorts of work; but his chief skill 
lav in working in gold, in silver, and brass, by 
wnom were made all the mechanical works 
about the temple, according to the will of Solo¬ 
mon. Moreover, this Hiram made two [hollow] 
pillars, whose outsides were of brass, and the 
thickness of the brass was four finders’ breadth, 
and the height of the pillars was eighteen cubits,* 
and their circumference twelve cubits, but there 
was cast with each of their chapiters lily-work 
that stood upon the pillar, aud it was elevated 
five cubits, round about which there was net¬ 
work interwoven with small palms, made of 
brass, and covered the lily-worL To this also 
were hung two hundred pomegranates, in two 
rows: the one of these pillars he set at the en¬ 
trance of the porch at the right hand, and called 
it Jachin, ana the other at the left hand, and 
called it Booz. 

5. Solomon also cast a brazen sea, whose 
figure was that of a hemisphere: this brazen 
vessel was called a sea, for its largeness, for the 
laver was ten feet in diameter, and cast of the 
thickness of a palm: its middle part rested on a 
short pillar, that had ten spirals round it; and 
that pillar was ten cubits in diameter. There 
stood round about it twelve oxen, that looked to 
the four winds of heaven, three to each wind, 
having their hinder parts depressed, that so the 
hemispherical vessel might rest upon them, which 
itself was also depressed round about inwardly. 
Now this sea contained three thousand baths. 

6. He also made ten brazen bases for so many 
quadrangular lavers; the length of every one of 
these bases was five cubits, and the breaclth four 
cubits, and the height six cubits. This vessel 
was partly turned, and was thus contrived: there 
•were four small quadrangular pillars that stood 
one at each corner, these had the sides of the 
base fitted to them on each quarter: they were 

arted into three parts; every interval had a bor¬ 
er fitted to support [the laver,] upon which was 
engraven, in one place a lion, and in another 
place a bull and an eagle. The small pillars had 

gold; and both agree they were ten cubits high. I sup¬ 
pose the number is here falsely transcribed, and that 
Josephus wrote ten cubits also. 

* As for these two famous pillars, Jachin and Booz, 
their height could he no more than eighteen cubits, as 
here, and 1 Kings vii. 15; 2 Kings xrv. IT; Jcr. lii. 21; 
those thirty-five cubits in 2 Chron. iii. 15, being contra¬ 
ry to all the rulesof architecture in the world. 

t The round or cylindrical lavers of four cubits in dia¬ 
meter, and four in height, both in our copies, 1 Kings vii. 
38,39, and here in Josephus, must have contained a 
great deal more than theseforty bathspvhich are always 
assigned them. Where the error lies is hard to say. 
Perhaps Josephus honestly followed his copies here, tlio’ 
they had been corrupted, and he was not ablo to restore 
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the same animals engraven that were engraven 
on the sides. The whole work was elevated, and 
stood upon four wheels, which were also cast, 
which had also naves and felloes, and were a foot 
and a half in diameter. Any one who saw the 
spokes of the wheels, how exactly they were 
turned and united to the sides of the bases, and 
with what harmony they agreed to the felloes 
would wonder at them. However, their struc¬ 
ture was this: certain shoulders of hands stretch- 
ed out held the corners above, upon which rest¬ 
ed a short spiral pillar, that lay under the hollow 
part of the laver, resting upon the forepart of 
the eagle and the lion, which were adapted to 
them, insomuch that those who viewed them 
would think they were of one piece: between 
these were engravings of palm-trees. This was 
the construction of the ten bases. He also made 
ten large round brass vessels, which were the la¬ 
vers themselves, each of which contained forty 
baths ;f for it had i(3 height four cubits, and its 
edges were as much distant from each other. 
He also placed these lavers upon the ten bases 
that were called Mechonoth; and he set five of 
the lavers on the left side of the temple,] which 
was the side towards the north wind, and as 
many on the right side, towards the south, but 
looking towards the east: the same [eastern] 
way he also set the sea. Now, he appointed the 
sea to be for washing the hands and the feet 
of the priests, when they entered into the tem¬ 
ple, and were to ascend the altar, but the lavers 
to cleanse the entrails of the beasts that were to 
be burnt-oflferings, with their feet also. 

7. He also made a brazen altar, whose length 
was twenty cubits, and its breadth the same, and 
its height ten, for the burnt-offerings. He also 
made all its vessels of brass, the pots, and the 
shovels, and the basons, and besides these, the 
snuffers and the tongs, and all its other vessels, 
he made of brass, and such brass as was in 
splendor and beauty like gold. The king also 
dedicated a great number of tables, but one that 
was large aud made of gold, upon which they set 
the loaves of God: and he made ten thousand 
more that resembled them, but were done after 
another manner, upon which lay the vials and 
the cups; those of gold were twenty thousand; 
those of silver were forty thousand. He also 
made ten thousand candlesticks, according to the 
command of Moses, one of which he dedicated 
for the temple, that it might burn in the day¬ 
time, according to the law; and one table with 
loaves upon it, on the north side of the temple, 
over against the candlestick; for this he set on 
the south side, hut the golden altar stood be¬ 
tween them. All these vessels were contained 
in that part of the holy house which was forty 
cubits long, and were before the vail of that 
most secret place wherein the ark was to be set. 

8. The king also made pouring vessels, in 
number eighty thousand, and a hundred thou¬ 
sand golden vials, and twice as many silver vials; 
of golden dishes, in order therein to oiler kneaded 
fine flour at the altar, there were eighty thousand, 
and twice as many of silver. Ot large basons 
also, wherein they mixed fine flour with oil 
sixty thousand of gold, and twice as many of sil¬ 
ver. Of the measures like those which Moses 

the true reading. In the mean time, these forty baths are 
probably the true quantity contained in each Inver, since 
they went upon wheels, and were to l>e drawn hy the 
Levites about the courts ofilie priests, for the washings 
they were designed for; and had they held much more, 
they would have been too heavy to have been so drawn. 

J Here Josephus gives us a key to his own language, 
of right and left hand, in the tabernacle and temple, 
that hy the right hand lie means what is against our 
left, when we suppose ourselves going up from the east 
gates of the courts towards the tabernacle or temple 
themselves, and so vice versa; whence it follows, that 
the pillar Jachin, on the right hand of the temple, was 
on the south, against our left hand, and Booz on the 
north, against our right hand. 





1G8 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


called the Hin and the Assaron, [a tenth deal,] 
there were twenty thousand of gold, and twice as 
many of silver. The golden censers, in which 
they carried the incense to the altar, were twen¬ 
ty thousand: the other censers, in which they 
carried tire from the great altar to the little al¬ 
tar, within the temple, were fifty thousand. The 
sacerdotal garments, which belonged to the high 
priest, with the long robes, and the oracle, and 
the precious stones, were a thousand. But the 
crown upon which Moses wrote [the name of] 
God,* Mas only one, and hath remained to this 
very day. He also made ten thousand sacerdo¬ 
tal garments of fine linen, with purple girdles, 
for every priest, and two hundred thousand 
trumpets, according to the command of Moses: 
also, two hundred thousand garments of fine linen 
for the singers that were Levites. And he made 
musical instruments, and such as tvere invented 
for singing of hymns, called Nablae and Cinyrae, 
[psalteries and harps,] which were made of elec- 
trum, [the finest brass,] forty thousand. 

9. Solomon made air these things for the ho¬ 
nor of God, with great variety and magnificence, 
sparing no cost, hut using all possible liberality 
in adorning the temple; and these things he de¬ 
dicated to the treasures of God. He also placed 
a partition round about the temple, which in our 
tongue we call Gison, but it is called Thringcos 
by the Greeks, and lie raised it up to the height 
of three cubits; and it was for the exclusion of 
the multitude from coming into the temple, and 
showing that it was a place that was Iree and 
open only for the priests. He also built beyond 
this court a temple, whose figure was that of a 
quadrangle, and erected for it great and broad 
cloisters: this was entered into by very high 
gates, each of which had its front exposed to one 
of the [four) winds, and were shut by golden 
doors. Into this temple all the people entered 
that were distinguished from the rc*t by being 
pure, and observant of the laws. But he made 
that temple which was beyond this a wonderful 
one indeed, and such as exceeds all description 
in words, nay, if I may so say, is hardly be¬ 
lieved upon sight; for when he had filled up 
great valleys with earth, which, on account of 
their immense depth, could not be looked on, 
when you bended down to see them, without 
pain, and had elevated the ground four hundred 
cubits, he made it to be on a level with the top 
of the mountain, on which the temple was built, 
and by this means the outmost temple, which was 
exposed to the air, was even with the temple 
itself.f He encompassed this also with a build¬ 
ing of a double row of cloisters, which stood on 
high pillars of native stone, while the roofs M'ere 
of cedar, nnd were polished in a manner proper 
for such high roofs; but he made all the doors 
of this temple of silver. 

CHAP. IV. 

flow Solomon removed the Ark into the Temple; 

hovo he made Supplication to God, and offered 

public Sacrifices to him. 

§ 1. When king Solomon had finished these 
works, these large and beautiful buildings, and 
had laid up his donations in the temple, and all 

* Of the golden plate on the high priest’s forehead, 
that was in being in the days of Josephus, and a centu¬ 
ry ortwo at least later, see the note on Antiq. b. iii. eh. 
\ii. sect. C. 

t When Josephus here says, that the floor of the out¬ 
most temple, or ennrlof the Cenlilcs, was with vast la¬ 
bor raised tobecoen, or of equal height, with the floor 
of the inner, or court of the priests, he must mean this 
in a gross estimation only, for he and nil others agree, 
that the inner temple, or court of the priests, was a few 
cubits more elevated than the middle court, the court of 
Israel, and much more was the court of the priests ele¬ 
vated several cubits above tbe outmost court, since the 
court of Israel M as lower than the one, and higher than 
the other. 

J The Septuagint say,“that they prepared limber and 
stones to build tbe temple for three years.’’ 1 Krnes v. 


i this in the interval of seven years,! and had given 
a demonstration of his riches and alacrity there- 
, in, insomuch that anyone who saw it w T ould have 
thought it must have been an immense time ere 
it could have been finished; and [would be sur¬ 
prised] that so much should be finished in so 
short a time; short, I mean, if compared with 
i the greatness of the work; he also wrote to the 
rulers and elders of the HebreM’s, and ordered 
all the people to gather themselves together to 
Jerusalem, Doth to see the temple which he had 
built, and to remove the ark of God into it; and 
when this invitation of the whole body of the 
people to come to Jerusalem was every where 
carried abroad, it was the seventh month before 
they came together, which month is by our coun¬ 
trymen called Thisri, but by the Macedonians 
llyperberetmus. The feast of tabernacles hap- 

E ened to fall at the same time, which was cele- 
rated by the Hebrews as a most holy and most 
eminent least. So they carried the ark and the 
tabernacle which Moses had pitched, and all the 
vessels that were for ministration to the sacri¬ 
fices of God, and removed them to the temple.|| 
The king himself, and all the people and the Le¬ 
vites went before, rendering the ground moist 
with sacrifices and drink offerings, and the blood 
of a great number of oblations, and burning an 
immense quantity of incense, and this till the 
very air itself every where round about was so 
full of these odors that it met, iD a most agree¬ 
able manner, persons at a great distance, and 
I M f as an indication of God’s presence, and, as 
men’s opinions were, of his habitation with them 
! in this newly built and consecrated place, for 
they did not grow wearv, either of singing hymns 
or of dancing, until they came to the temple; 
and in this manner did they carry the ark. But 
M r hen they should transfer it into the most secret 
place, the rest of the multitude went away, and 
only those priests that carried it set it between 
the two cherubims, which, embracing it with 
their wings, (for so were they framed by the ar¬ 
tificer,) they covered it as under a tent or a cu¬ 
pola. Now the ark contained nothing else but 
those two tables of stone (hat preserved the ten 
commandments, which God spake to Moses in 
mount Sinai, and which were engraved upon 
them; but they set the candlestick, and table, 
and the golden altar, in the temple, before the 
most sacred place, in the very same places 
wherein they stood till that time in the taberna¬ 
cle. So they offered up the daily sacrifices; but 
for the brazen altar, Solomon set it before the 
temple, over against the door, that when the 
door M’as opened, it might be exposed to sight, 
and the sacred solemnities, and the richness of 
the sacrifices, might be thence seen; and all the 
rest of the vessels they gathered together, and 
put them within the temple. 

2. Now, as soon ns the priests had put all things 
in order about the ark, and had gone out, there 
came down a thick cloud, and stood there, and 
spread itsrlf after a gentle manner into the tem¬ 
ple; such a cloud it was, as w'as diffused, and 
temperate, not such a rough one as we see full 
of rain in the winter season. This eloud so dark¬ 
ened the place, that one priest could not discern 

IP, and although neither our present Hebrew copy nor 
Josephus directly name that number of years, yet do 
both say the building itself did noibegin till Solomon's 
fourth year; and both speak of the preparation of ma¬ 
terials beforehand, 1 Kings v. 18; Antiq. b. viii. chap. v. 
sect.l. There is no reason therefore to alter the Sep- 
luagint’s number, hut we nre tosujq>ose three years to 
have been the just time of the preparation, as I have 
done in my computation of the expense in building the 
temple. 

|| This solemn removal of the ark from Mount Sion 
to Mount Moriah, at the distance of almost three 
quarters of a mile, confutes that notion of the mod¬ 
ern Jews, and followed by many Christiana also, 
as if those two were after a sort one and the same 
mountain; for which there is, I think, vory little 
foundation 
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another, but it afforded to the minds of ail a vi¬ 
sible image, and glorious appearance of God’s 
having descended into this temple, and of his 
having gladly pitched his tabernacle therein. So 
these men were intent upon this thought. But 
Solomon rose up, (for he was sitting before,) and 
used >uch words to God as he thought agreeable 
to the divine nature to receive, and fit for him to 
give: for he said, “Thou hast an eternal house, 
O Lord, and such a one as thou hast created for 
thyself out of thine own works; we know it to 
be the heaven, and the air, and the earth, and the 
sea, which thou pervadest; nor art thou contain¬ 
ed within their limits. I have indeed built this 
temple to thee, and thy name, that from thence, 
when we sacrifice, and perform sacred opera¬ 
tions, we may send our prayers up into the air, 
and may constantly believe that thou art present, 
and art not remote from what is thine own; for 
neither when thou seest all things, and hearest 
all things, nor now, when it pleases thee to dwell 
here, dost thou leave the care of all men, but ra¬ 
ther, thou art very near to them all, but es¬ 
pecially thou art present to those that address 
themselves to thee, whether by night or by day.” 
When be had thus solemnly addressed himself 
to God, he converted his discourse to the multi¬ 
tude, and strongly represented the power and 
providence of God to them; how he had showed 
all things that were come to pass to David his 
father, as many of those things had already come 
to pass, and the rest would certainly come to pass 
hereafter; and how he had given him his name, 
and told to David what he should be called before 
he was born; and foretold, that when he should 
be king after his father’s death he should build 
him a temple, which, siuce they saw accomplish¬ 
ed according to his prediction, he required them 
to bless God, and by believing him, from the 
sight of what they had seen accomplished, never 
to despair of any thing that he had promised for 
the future, in order to their happiness, or suspect 
that it would not come to pass.” 

3. When the king had thus discoursed to the 
multitude, he looked again towards the temple, 
and, lifting up his right hand to the multitude, 
he said, “ It is not possible by what men can do 
to return sufficient thanks to God for his benefits 
bestowed upon them, for the Deity stands in 
need of nothing, and is above any such reqnital; 
but so far as we have been made superior, O 
Lord, to other animals by thee, it becomes us to 
bless thy majesty, and it is necessary for us tore- 
turn thee thanks for what thou hast bestowed 
upon our house, and on the Hebrew people; for 
with what other instrument can we better ap¬ 
pease thee, when thou art angry at us, or more 
properly preserve thy favor, than with our 
voice; which, as we have it from the air, so do 
we know that by that air it ascends upwards 
[towards thee.] I therefore ought myseli to re¬ 
turn thee thanks thereby in the first place, con¬ 
cerning my father, whom thou hast raised from 
obscurity unto so great joy; and in the next place, 
concerning myself, since thou hast performed all 
that thou hast promised unto this very day. And 
1 beseech thee, for the time to come, to afford us 
whatsoever thou, O God, hast power to bestow 
on such as thou dost esteem; and to augment our 
house for all ages, as thou hast promised to Da¬ 
vid my father to do, both in his lifetime and at 
his death, that our kingdom shall continue, and 
that his posterity shall successively receive it to 
ten thousand generations. Do not thou there¬ 
fore fail to give us these blessings, and to bestow 
on my children that virtue in which thou delight- 
est. And besides all this, 1 humbly beseech thee, 
that thou wilt let some portion of thy Spirit come 
down and inhabit in this temple, that tnou may- 
est appear to be with us upon earth. As to thy¬ 
self, the entire heavens, and the immensity of 
the things that are therein, are but a small Habi¬ 
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tation for thee, much more is this poor temple so; 
but I entreat thee to keep it as thine own nouse, 
from being destroyed by our enemies for ever, 
and to take care of it as thine own possession: 
but if this people be found to have sinned, and 
be thereupon affiicted by thee with any plague 
because of their sin, as with dearth, or pestilence, 
or any other affliction which thou usest to inflict 
on those that transgress any of thy holy laws, 
and if they fly all of them to this temple, be¬ 
seeching thee, and begging of thee to deliver 
them, then do thou hear their prayers, as being 
within thine house, and have mercy upon them, 
and deliver them from their afflictions; nay, 
moreover, this help is what I implore of thee, 
not for the Hebrews only, when they are in dis¬ 
tress, but when any shall come hither from any 
ends of the world whatsoever, and shall return 
from their sins and implore thy pardon, do thou 
then pardon them, and hear their prayer. For 
hereby all shall learn that thou thyself wast 
pleased with the building of this house for thee, 
and that we are not ourselves of an unsocial na¬ 
ture, nor behave ourselves like enemies to such 
as are not of our own people; but are willing that 
thy assistance should be communicated by thee 
to all men in common, and that they have the en¬ 
joyment of thy benefits bestowed upon them.” 

4. When Solomon had said this, and had cast 
himself upon the ground, and worshipped a long 
time, he rose up, and brought sacrifices to the 
altar; and when he had filled it with unblemish¬ 
ed victims, he most evidently discovered that 
God had with pleasure accepted of all that he 
had sacrificed to him, for there came a fire run¬ 
ning out of the air, and rushed with violence 
upon the altar, in the sight of all, and caught 
hold of and consumed the sacrifices. Now, when 
this divine appearance was seen, the people sup¬ 
posed it to be a demonstration of Goa’s abode m 
the temple, and were pleased with it, and fell 
down upon the ground and worshipped. Upon 
which the king began to bless God, and exhort¬ 
ed the multitude to do the same, as now having 
sufficient indications of God’s favorable disposi¬ 
tion to them; and to pray that they might al¬ 
ways have the like indications from him, and 
that he would preserve in them a mind pure 
from all wickedness, in righteousness and reli¬ 
gious worship, and that they might continue in 
the observation of those precepts which God had 
given them by Moses, because by that means the 
Hebrew nation would be happy, and indeed the 
most blessed of all nations among all mankind. 
He exhorted them also to be mindful, that by 
what methods they had attained their present 
good things, by the same they must preserve 
them sure to themselves, and make them greater, 
and more than they were at present; for that it 
was not sufficient for them to suppose they had 
received them on account of tlieir piety and 
righteousness, but that they had no other way of 
preserving them for the time to come, for that it 
is not so great a thing for men to acquire some¬ 
what which they w ant, as to preserve what they 
have acquired, and to be guilty of no sin, where¬ 
by it may be hurt. 

*5. So \vhen the king had spoken thus to the 
multitude, he dissolved the congregation, but not 
till he had completed his oblations, both for him¬ 
self and for the Hebrews, insomuch that he sa¬ 
crificed twenty and two thousand oxen, aud a 
hundred and twenty thousand sheen; for then it 
w f as that the temple did first of all taste of the 
victims, and all the Hebrews, with their wives 
and children, feasted therein; nay, besides this, 
the king then observed splendidly and magni¬ 
ficently the feast which is called the Feast of 
Tabernacles, before the temple, for twice seven 
days; and he then feasted together with all the 
people. 

6. When all these solemnities were abundantly 
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satisfied, and nothing was omitted that concern¬ 
ed the divine worship, the king dismissed them; 
and they every one went to their own homes; 
giving thanks to the king for the care lie had ta¬ 
ken of them, and the works he had done for 
them; and praying to God to preserve Solomon 
to be their King for a long time. They also took 
their journey home with rejoicing, and making 
merry, and singing hymns to God: and indeed 
the pleasure they enjoyed took away the sense 
of the pains they all underwent in their journey 
home. So when they had brought the ark into 
the temple, and had seen its greatness, and how 
fine it was, and had been partakers of the many 
sacrifices that had been offered, and of the festi¬ 
vals that had been solemnized, they every one 
returned to their own cities. But a dream that 
appeared to the king in his sleep, informed him, 
That “God had heard his prayers; and that he 
would not only preserve tne temple, but would 
always abide in it, that is, in case his posterity 
and the whole multitude would be righteous. 
And for himself, it said, that if he continued ac¬ 
cording to the admonitions of his father, he 
would advance him to an immense degree of 
dignity and happiness, and that then his posterity 
should be kings of that country, of the tribe of 
Judah, forever; but that still if he should be 
found a betrayer of the ordinances of the law, 
and forget them, and turn away to the worship 
of strange gods, he would cut him oil* by the 
roots, and would neither suffer any remainder of 
his family to continue, nor would overlook the 
temple of Israel, or preserve them any longer 
from afflictions, but would utterly destroy them 
with ten thousand wars and misfortunes; would 
cast them out of the land which he had given 
their fathers, and make them sojourners in 
strange lands; and deliver that temple, which 
was now built, to be burnt and spoiled by their 
enemies; and that city to be utterly overthrown 
by the hands of their enemies: and make their 
miseries deserve to be a proverb, and such as 
should very hardly be credited for their stu¬ 
pendous magnitude, till their neighbors, when 
they should near of them, should wonder at their 
calamities, and very earnestly inquire for the oc¬ 
casion, why the Hebrews, wno had been so far 
advanced by God to such glory and wealth 
should be then so hated by him? And that the 
answer that should be made by the remainder of 
the people should be, by confessing their sins, 
and their transgression of the laws of their 
country.”—Accordingly, we have it transmitted 
to us in writing, that thus did God speak to Solo¬ 
mon in his sleep. 

CHAP. V. 

How Solomon built himself a royal Palace , very 
costly and splendid; and how he solved the Rid - 
dies which were sent him by Hiram. 

§ 1. AFTER the building of the temple, as we 
have before said, was finished in seven years, the 
king laid the foundation of his palace, which he 
did not finish under thirteen years, for he was 
not equally zealous in the building of this palace 
as he had been about the temple; for as to that, 
though it wo9 a great work, and required won¬ 
derful and surprising application, yet God, for 
whom it was made, so far co-operated therewith, 
that it was finished in the foromentioned number 
of years; but the palace, which was a building 
•This menlionofthe (’orinthian ornaments of ar¬ 
chitecture in Solomon’s pnlacc by Josephus, seems to 
Ik* here set down by way of prolcpsis; for nlthough it 
appears tome Hint the Grecian and itoman most an¬ 
cient orders of architecture were taken from Folonion’s 
temple, os from their original palierns, yet it is not so 
elenr that the Inst nnd most ornamental order of the Co¬ 
rinthian wa9 so ancient, nltho* what the same Josephus 
say*. Of the War, h. v. ch. v. sect. 3, thnl one of the 
gates of Herod’s temple was built according to the rules 
of this Corinthian order, is no way improbable, that or* 


much inferior in dignity to the temple, both on 
account that its materials had not been so long 
beforehand gotten ready, nor had been so zeal¬ 
ously prepared, and on account that this was only 
a habitation lor kings, and not for God, it was 
longer in finishing. However, this building was 
raised so magnificently as suited the happy state 
of the Hebrews, and of the king thereof: but it 
is necessary that I describe the entire structure 
and disposition of the parts, that so those that 
light upon this book, may thereby make a con¬ 
jecture, and, as it w T ere, have a prospect of its 
magnitude. 

2. This house was a large and curiousbuilding, 
and was supported by many pillars, which Solo¬ 
mon built to contain a multitude for hearing 
causes, and taking cognizance of suits- It was 
sufficiently capacious to contain a great body of 
men, who would come together to have causes 
determined. It was a hundred cubit9 long, and 
fifty broad, and thirty high, supported by quad¬ 
rangular pillars, which were all of cedar, but its 
root was according to the Corinthian order,* 
with folding-doors, and their adjoining pillars of 
equal magnitude,each fluted with three cavities: 
which building tvas at once firm, and very orna¬ 
mental. There w r as also another house, so or¬ 
dered, that its entire breadth w f as placed in the 
middle: it was quadrangular, and its breadth 
was thirty cubits, having a temple over against 
it, raised upon massy pillars; in which temple 
there was a large and very glorious room, where¬ 
in the king sat in judgment. To this was joined 
another house, that was built for his queen. 
There were other smaller edifices for diet, and 
for sleep, after public matters were over; and 
these were all floored with boards of cedar. 
Some of these Solomon built with stones of ten 
cubits, and wainscoted the walls with other stone9 
that were sawed, and W'ere of great value, such 
as are dug out of the earth for the ornaments of 
temples, and to make fine prospects in royal pala¬ 
ces, and which make the mines whence they are 
dug famous. Now the contexture of the curious 
workmanship of these stones was in three rows, 
but the fourth row would make one admire its 
sculptures, whereby were represented trees, and 
all sorts of plants, with the shades that arose 
from their branches, and leaves that huDg down 
from them. Those trees and plants covered the 
stone that was beneath them, and their leaves 
were wrought so prodigious thin and subtile, 
that you would think they were in motion: but 
the other part up to the roof was plastered over, 
and, as it were, embroidered with colors and 
pictures. He moreover built other edifices for 
pleasure ; as also very long cloisters, and those 
situate in on agreeable place of the palace; and 
among them a most glorious dining-room, for 
feastings and compotations, and full of gold, nnd 
such other furniture as so fine a room ought to 
have for the convenieucy of the guests, and 
where all the vessels were made of gold. Now 
it is very hard to reckon up the magnitude and 
the variety of the royal apartments; how many 
rooms there were of the largest sort; how many 
of a bigness inferior to those; nnd how many that 
were subterraneous and invisible; the curiosity 
of those that enjoyed the fresh air; and the 
groves of the most delightful prospect, for the 
avoiding the heat, and coveving of their bodies. 
And to say all in brief, Solomon made the whole 
dor being, without dispute, much cider than the reign 
of Herod. However, upon some trial, I confess I have 
not hitherto been able fully to understand the structure 
of this palace of Holomon, cither as described in our 
Ribles, or even with the additional help of this descrip¬ 
tion hereby Josephus; only the render may easily ob¬ 
serve with me, that the mensurcs of this first building 
in Josephus, one hundred cubits long, and fifty cubits 
broad, are ilic very same with the area of the court of 
the tabernacle of Moses, nnd just half an Egyptian 
aroura t or acre. 
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building entirely of white stone, and cedar-wood, 
and gold and silver. He also adorned the roofs 
and walls with stones set in gold, and beantilied 
them thereby in the same manner as he had 
beautified the temple of God with the like stones. 
He also made himself a throne of prodigious 
bigness of ivory, constructed as a seat of justice, 
and having six steps to it; on every one of which 
stood, on each end of the step, two lions, two 
other lions standing above also; but, at the sit¬ 
ting-place of the throne, hands came out, and 
received the king; and when he sat backward, 
he rested on half a bullock, that looked towards his 
back, but still all was fastened together withhold. 

3. When Solomon had completed all this in 
twenty years’ time, because Hiram king of Tyre 
nad contributed a great deal of gold, and more 
silver to these buildings, as also cedar-wood and 
pine-wood, he also rewarded Hiram with rich 
presents; corn he sent him also year by year, 
and wine and oil, which were theprincipal things 
that he stood in need of, because he inhabited an 
island, as we have already said. And besides 
these, he granted him certain cities of Galilee, 
twenty in number, that lay not far from Tyre; 
which, when Hiram went to, and viewed, and 
did not like the gift, he sent word to Solomon, 
that he did not want such cities as they were; 
and after that time those cities were called the 
land of Cabnl, which name, if it be interpreted 
according to the language of the Phoenicians, de¬ 
notes, t chat does not please. Moreover, the king 
of Tyre sent sophisms and enigmatical sayings 
to Solomon, and desired he would solve them, 
and free them from the ambiguity that was in 
them. Now so sagacious and understanding was 
Solomon, that none of these problems were too 
hard for him, but he conquered them all by his 
reasonings, and discovered their hidden mean¬ 
ing, and brought it to light. Menander also, one 
who translated the Tyrian archives out of the dia¬ 
lect of the Phoenicians into the Greek language, 
makes mention of these two kings, where he 
says thus: “ When Abibalus was dead, his son 
Hiram received the kingdom from him, who 
when he had lived fifty-three years, reigned thir¬ 
ty-four. He raised a bank in the large place, 
and dedicated the golden pillar which is in Jupi¬ 
ter’s temple. He also went and cut down mate¬ 
rials of timber out of the mouutain called Liba- 
nus, for the roofs of temples; and when he had 
pulled down the ancient temples, he both built 
the temple of Hercules and that of Astarte: and 
he first set up the temple of Hercules in the 
month Peritius; he also made an expedition 
against the Euchii [or Titii,] who did not pay 
their tribute, and when he had subdued them to 
himself he returned. Under this king, there 
w'as Abdemon, a very youth in age, who always 
conquered the difficult problems which Solomon, 
king of Jerusalem, commanded him to explain.” 
JDius also makes mention of him, where he says 
thus; “ When Abibalus was dead, his son Hi¬ 
ram reigned. He raised the eastern parts of 
the city higher, and made the city itself* larger. 
He also joined the temple of Jupiter, which be¬ 
fore sto^d by itself, to the city, by raising a bank 
in the middle between them; and he adorned it 
wiih donation* of gold. Moreover, he went up 
to mount Libanus, nnd cut dow n materials of 
wood for the building of the temples.” He says 
also, that “ Solomon, who was then king of Je¬ 
rusalem, sent riddles to Hiram, and desired to 

* Tliis signification of the name Pharaoh appears to be 
true. But what Josephus adds, presently, that no king 
of Egypt was called Pharaoh after Solomon's father- 
tn-law, (foes hardly agree to our copies,which have long 
afterward the names of Pharaoh J^echo and Pharaoh 
Jlophra, 2 Kings xxiii. 29; Jer. xliv. 30, besides the fre¬ 
quent mention of that name Pharaoh in the prophets. 
However, Josephus himself, in his own speech lo the 
Jews, Of the War, b.v.cli.ix. sect. 4, speaks of Neclmo, 
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receive the like from him, but that he who could 
not solve them should pay money to him that 
did solve them, and that Hiram accepted the con¬ 
ditions; and when he was not able to solve the 
riddles [proposed by Solomon,] be paid a great 
deal of money for his fine: but that he afterward 
did solve the proposed riddles by means of Ab¬ 
demon, a man of Tyre; and that Hiram proposed 
other riddles, which, when Solomon could not 
solve, he paid back a great deal of money to 
Hiram.” This it is which Dius wrote. 

CHAP. VI. 

How Solomon fortified the City of Jerusalem, and 
built great Cities; and how he brought some of 
the Canaanites into Subjection, and entertained 
the Queen of Egypt and of Ethiopia. 

§ 1. Now when the king saw that the walls of 
Jerusalem stood in need of being better secured, 
and made stronger (for he thought the walls that 
encompassed Jerusalem ought to correspond to 
the dignity of the city,) he both repaired them, 
and made them higher, with great towers upon 
them; he also built cities which might be count¬ 
ed among the strongest, Hazor andMegiddo, and 
the third Gezer, which had indeed belonged to 
the Philistines; but Pharaoh the king of Egypt 
had made an expedition against, and besieged it, 
and taken it by force, and when he had slain all 
its inhabitants, he utterly overthrew it, and gave 
it as a present to his daughter, who had been 
married to Solomon; for which reason the king 
rebuilt it as a city that was naturally strong, ana 
might be useful in wars, and the mutations of af¬ 
fairs that sometimes happen. Moreover, he built 
two other cities not far from it; Beth-horon was 
the name of one of them, and Baalath of the 
other. He also built other cities that lay conve¬ 
niently for these, in order to the enjoyment of 
pleasures and delicacies in them, such as were 
naturally of a good temperature of the air, and 
agreeable for fruits ripe in their proper seasons, 
and well watered with springs. Nay, Solomon 
went as far as the desert above Syria, and pos¬ 
sessed himself of it, and built there a very great 
city, which was distant two days’ journey from 
Upper Syria, and one day’s journey from Eu- 

f mrates, and six long days’journey from Baby- 
on the great. Now, the reason why this city lay 
so remote from the parts of Syria that are inha¬ 
bited is this, that below there is no w T ater to be 
had, and that it is in that place only that there 
are springs and pits of water. When he had, 
therefore, built this city, and encompassed it 
with very strong wells, he gave it the name of 
Tadmor, and that is the name it is called by at 
this day among the Syrians; but the Grecian 
name is Palmyra. 

2. Now Solomon the king was at this time en¬ 
gaged in building these cities. But if any in¬ 
quire why all the kings of Egypt from M’enes, 
who built Memphis, and was many years earlier 
than our forefather Abraham, until Solomon, 
where the interval was more than one thousand 
three hundred years, were called Pharaohs, and 
took it from one Pharaoh that lived after the kings 
of that interval, 1 think it necessary to inform 
them of it, in order to cure their ignorance, and 
to make the occasion of that name manifest. 
Pharaoh, in the Egyptian tongue, signified a 
king,* but I suppose they made use of other 
names from their childhood; but when they were 

who was also called P/irtrfl<j//,asihcnanieoftliatkin|*of 
Egypt with whom Abraham was concerned; of which 
name Jfechao yet we have elsewhere no’mention till 
the days of Josiah, hut only of Pharaoh. And indeed 
it must he confessed, that here and sect. 5, we have 
more mistakes made by Josephus, and those relating to 
the kings of Egypt, nnd to lhat queen of Egypt and 
Ethiopia, whom lie supposes to have come to see Solo- 
mou, than almost any where else in all his Antiquities. 
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made kings, they changed them into the name 
which in their own tongue denoted their authori¬ 
ty; for thus it was also that the kings of Alex¬ 
andria, who were called formerly by other names, 
when they took the kingdom, were named Ptole¬ 
mies, from their first king. The Roman empe¬ 
rors also were from their nativity called by other 
names, but are all styled Ciesars, their empire 
and their dignity imposing that name upon them, 
and not suffering them to continue in those 
names which their fathers gave them. I sup- 

E ose also that Herodotus of Halicarnassus, when 
e said there w ere three hundred and thirty kings 
of Egypt after JVIciies, who built Memphis, did 
therefore not tell us their names, because they 
were in common called Pharaohs; for when after 
their death there was a queen reigned, he calls 
her by her name IVicaule, as thereby declaring, 
that w'hile the kings were of the male line, and 
so admitted of the same name, while a woman 
did not admit the same, he did therefore set 
down that her name which she could not natural¬ 
ly have. As for myself, I have discovered from 
our own books, that after Pharaoh, the father-in- 
law of Solomon, no other king of Egypt did any 
longer use that name; and that it was after that 
time when the forementioned queen of Egypt 
and Ethiopia came to Solomon, concerning whom 
wc shall inform the reader presently; but i have 
now made mention of these things, that 1 may 
prove that our books and those of the Egyptians 
agree together in many things. 

3. But king Solomon subdued to himself the 
remnant of the Canaanites that had not before 
submitted to him; those I mean that dwell in 
mount Lebanon, and as far as the city of Ha¬ 
math; and ordered them to pay tribute. He 
also chose out of them every year such as were 
to serve him in the meanest offices, and to do his 
domestic works, and to follow husbandry; for 
none of the Hebrews were servants [in such low 
employments;] nor was it reasonable, that when 
God had brought so many nations under their 
power, they should depress their own people to 
such mean offices of lite, rather than those na¬ 
tions: while all the Israelites were concerned in 
warlike affairs, and were in armor; and were 
set over the chariots and the horses, rather than 
leading the life of slaves. lie appointed also five 
hundred and fifty rulers over those Canaanites 
who were reduced to such domestic slavery, who 
received the entire care of them from the king, 
and instructed them in those labors and opera¬ 
tions wherein he wanted their assistance. 

4. Moreover, the king built many ships in the 
Egyptian Bay of the Red Sea, in a certain place 
called Ezion-Geber: it is now called Berenice, 
and is not far from the city of Eloth. This coun¬ 
try belonged formerly to the Jews, and became 
useful for shipping, from the donations of Hiram 
king of Tyre; for lie sent a sufficient number of 
men thither for pilots, and such as were skilful 
in navigation, to whom Solomon gave this com¬ 
mand, that they should go along with his own 
stewards to the land that was of old called Ophir, 
but now the Aurca Chcrsonesus, which belongs 
to India, to fetch him gold. And when they had 
gathered four hundred talents together, they re¬ 
turned to the king again. 

5. There was then a woman queen of Egypt 
and Ethiopia:* she was inquisitive into philoso¬ 
phy, and one that on other nccounts also was to 
be admired. When this queen heard of the vir¬ 
tue and prudence of Solomon, she had a great 
mind to see him, nnd the reports that went evtry 


day abroad, induced her to come to him, she 
being desirous to be satisfied by her own expe¬ 
rience, and not by a bare hearing; (for reports 
thus heard are likely enough to comply with a 
false opinion, while they wholly depend on the 
credit ol the relaters,) so she resolved to come 
to him, and that especially in order to have a 
trial of his wisdom, while she proposed ques¬ 
tions of very great difficulty, and entreated that 
he would solve their hidden meaning. Accord¬ 
ingly she came to Jerusalem with great splen¬ 
dor, and rich furniture; for she brought with 
her camels laden with gold, with several sorts 
of sw'eet spices, and with precious stones. Now', 
upon the king’s kind reception of her, he both 
showed a great desire to please her, and easily 
comprehending in his mind the meaning of the 
curious questions she propounded to him, he re¬ 
solved them sooner than any body could have 
expected. So she was amazed at the wisdom of 
Solomon, and discovered that it was more excel¬ 
lent upon trial than what she had heard by re¬ 
port beforehand; and especially she was surpris¬ 
ed at the fineness and largeness of his royal pa¬ 
lace, and not less at the good order of the apart¬ 
ments, for she observed that the king had therein 
showm great wdsdom; but she was beyond mea¬ 
sure astonished at the house which w'as called 
the forest of Lebanon* as also at the magnifi¬ 
cence of his daily table, and the circumstances 
of its preparation and ministration, with the ap¬ 
parel of his servants that waited, and the skilful 
and decent management of their attendance: nor 
was she less affected with those daily sacrifices 
which were offered to God, and the careful ma¬ 
nagement which the *priests and Levites used 
about them. When she saw this done everyday, 
she was in the greatest admiration imaginable, in¬ 
somuch that she was not able to contain the sur¬ 
prise she was in, but openly confessed how won¬ 
derfully she was affected: lor she proceeded to 
discourse with the king, and thereby owned that 
she was overcome with admiration at the things 
before related; and said, “All tilings indeed, O 
king, that came to our knowledge by report, came 
with uncertainty as to our belief of them; but 
as to those good things that to thee appertain, 
both sucli as thou thyself possessest, I mean 
wisdom and prudence, and the happiness thou 
hast from thy kingdom, certainly the fame that 
came to us was no falsity; it was not only a true 
report, but it related thy happiness after a much 
lower manner than I now see it to be before my 
eyes. For, as for the report, it only attempted to 
persuade our hearing, but did not so make known 
the dignity of the things themselves as does the 
sight of them, and being present among them. 
I indeed, who did not believe w hat was reported, 
by reason of the multitude and grandeur of the 
tilings 1 inquired about, do see them to be much 
more numerous than they were reported to be. 
Accordingly, 1 esteem the Hebrew people, as 
w r ell as thy servants and friends, to be happy, 
who enjoy thy presence, and hear thy wisdom 
every (lav continually. One would therefore 
bless God who hath so loved this country, and 
those that inhabit therein, as to make thee king 
over them.” 

6. JVow when the queen had thus demonstrated 
in words how deeply the king had affected her, 
her disposition was knowm by certain presents, 
for she gave him twenty talents of gold, nnd an 
immense quantity of spices, and precious stones. 
(They say also that we possess the root of that 
bulsainf which our country still bears by this wo- 


* That this queen of Fliebn was n queen of Sabina in 
South Arabia, ami not of Egypt and Ethiopia, ns Jose¬ 
phus nerc averts, is, 1 suppose, now generally agreed. 
And since Pabira is well known to be a counlry near the 
pea In the south of Arabia Felix, which lay south from 
Judea also; and since our Saviour calls this queen the 
queen of the south, nnd says she came from the utmost 
parts of the earth , Matt. xii. -12; Euke xi. 31; which de¬ 
scriptions agree better to this Arabia than to Egypt and 


Ethiopia, there is little occasion for doubting in this 
matter. 

| Some blame Josephus for supposing, that the bal¬ 
sam tree might be first brought out of Arabia, or Egypt, 
or Ethiopia, into Judea, by this queen of Shelia, since 
several have said that of old, no counfry bore this pre¬ 
cious balsam but Judea; yet it is notoriously false that 
this balsam was peculiar to Judea, for hotli Egypt and 
Arabia, and particularly Sabtea had it; which last was 
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man’s rift.) Solomon also repaid her with many 
good things, and principally by bestowing upon 
her what she chose of ner own inclination, for 
there was nothing that she desired which he de¬ 
nied her; and as he was very generous and libe¬ 
ral in his own .temper, so did he show the great¬ 
ness of his soul in bestowing on her what she 
herself desired of him. So when this queen of 
Ethiopia had obtained what we have already 
given an account of, and had again communica¬ 
ted to the king what she brought with her, she 
returned to her own kingdom. 

CHAP. VII. 

How Solomon grew rich , and fell desperately in 

love ivith IVomen; and how God , being incensed 

at ity raised up Ader and Jeroboam against 

him. Concerning the Death of Solomon. 

5 1. About the same time there were brought 
to the king from the Aurea Chersonesus, a coun¬ 
try so called, precious stones, and pine-trees; and 
these trees he made use of for supporting the 
temple and the palace, as also for the materials of 
musical instruments, the harps and the psalteries, 
that the Levites might make use of them in their 
hymns to God. The wood which was brought to 
him at this time was larger and finer than any 
that had ever been brought before; but let no 
one imagine that these pine-trees were like those 
which are now so named, and which take that 
their denomination from the merchanis, who so 
call them, that they may procure them to be ad¬ 
mired by those that purchase them; for those 
we speak of were to the sight like the wood of 
the fig-tree, but were whiter and more shining. 
Now we have said thus much, that nobody may 
be ignorant of the difference between these sorts 
of wood, nor unacquainted with the nature of the 
genuine pine-tree; and we thought it both a sea¬ 
sonable and humane thing wheii w r e mentioned 
it, and the uses the king made of it, to explain 
this difference so far as we have done. 

2. Now the weight of gold that was brought 
him was six hundred and sixty-six talents, not 
including in that sum what was brought by the 
merchanis, nor what the toparchs and kings of 
Arabia gave him in presents. He also cast two 
hundred targets of gold, each of them weighing 
six hundred shekels. He also made three hun¬ 
dred shields, every one weighing three pounds 
of gold, and he had them carried and put into 
that house which was called the forest of Leba¬ 
non. He also made cups of gold, and of [pre¬ 
cious] stones for the entertainment of his guests, 
and had them adorned in the. most artificial man¬ 
ner; and he contrived that all his other furniture 
of vessels should be of gold, for there was no¬ 
thing then to be sold or bought for silver, for the 
king had many ships which lay upon the sea of 
Tarsus; these* he commanded to carry out all 
sorts of merchandise unto the remotest nations, 
by the sale of which silver and gold were brought 
to the king, and a great quantity of ivory, and 
Ethiopians, and apes, and they finished their 
voyage, going and returning, in three years’ time. 

3. Accordingly, there went a great fame all 

that very country whence Josephus, if understood not 
of Ethiopia hut of Arabia, intimates this queen might 
Drill" it first into Judea. Nor are we to suppose that 
the queen of Saba;a could well omit such a present as 
this balsam-free would he esteemed by Solomon, in 
case it were then almost peculiar to her own country. 
Nor is the mention of balm or balsam, as carried by 
merchants, ami sent as a present out of Judea hy Ja¬ 
cob, to the governor of Egypt, Gen. xxxvii. 25; and 
xliii. 11, to he alleged to the contrary, since what we 
there render balm , or balsam , denotes rather that turpen¬ 
tine which we now call turpentine of Chio , or Cyprus , 
tiie juice of the turpentine-tree, than this precious bal¬ 
sam. This last is also the same word that we else¬ 
where render hy the same mislakc balm of Gilead; it 
should be rendered the turpentine of Gileady Jer. 
viil. 22. 
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around the neighboring countries, which pro¬ 
claimed the virtue and wisdom of Solomon, inso¬ 
much that all the kings every where were desi¬ 
rous to see him, as not giving credit to what was 
reported, on account of its being almost incredi¬ 
ble; they also demonstrated the regard they had 
for him, by the presents they made him; for 
they sent him vessels of gold, and silver, ana 
purple garments, and many sorts of spices, and 
horses, and chariots, and as many mules for his 
carriages as they could find proper to please the 
king’s eyes, by their strength and beauty. This 
addition that he made to those chariots and 
horses which he had before from these that were 
sent him, augmented the number of bis chariots 
by above four hundred, for he had a thousand 
before, and augmented the number of his horses 
by two thousand, for he had twenty thousand 
before. These horses also were so much exer¬ 
cised, in order to their making a fine appear 
ance, and running swiftly, that iio_ others could 
upon the comparison, appear either finer or 
swifter; but they were at once the most beauti¬ 
ful of all others, and their swiftness was incom¬ 
parable also. Their riders also were a further 
ornament to them, being in the first place young 
men in the most delightful flower of their age 
and being eminent for their largeness, and far 
taller than other men. They had also very Ion® 
heads of hair hanging down, and were clothed 
in garments of Tyrian purple. They had also 
dust of gold every day sprinkled on their hair, 
so that their heads sparkled with the reflection 
of the sunbeams from the gold. The king him¬ 
self rode upon a chariot in the midst of these 
men, who were still in armor, and had their 
bows fitted to them. He had on a white gar¬ 
ment, and used to take his progress out of the 
city in the morning. There was a certain place 
about fifty furlongs distant from Jerusalem, which 
is called Etham;* very pleasant it is in fine gar¬ 
dens, and abounding in rivulets of water; thither 
did he use to go out in the morning, sitting on 
high [in his chariot.] 

4. Now Solomon had divine sagacity in all 
things, and was very diligent and studious to 
have things done after an elegant manner: so he 
did not neglect the care of the ways, but he laid 
a causeway of black stone along the road that 
led to Jerusalem, which was the royal city, both 
to render them easy for travellers, and to mani¬ 
fest the grandeur of his riches and government, 
lie also parted his chariots, and set them in a 
regular order, that a certain number of them 
should be in every city, still keeping a fcw f about 
him; and those cities he called the cities of his 
chariots. And the king made silver so plentiful 
in Jerusalem as stones in the street; and so mul¬ 
tiplied cedar-trces in the plains of Judea, w hich 
did not grow there before, that they were like the 
multitude of common sycamore-trees. He also 
ordained the Egyptian merchants that brought 
him their merchandise to sell him a chariot, with 
a pair of horses, for six hundred drachma? of sil¬ 
ver, and he sent them to the kings of Syria, and 
to those kings that w ? ere beyond Euphrates. 

5. But although Solomon was become the most 

* Whether these fine gardens and rivulets of Ethnm, 
about six miles from Jerusalem, whither Solomon rode 
so often in stale, be not those alluded to Erclcs. ii. 5,6. 
w here he says, “ lie made him gardens and orchards 
and planted trees in them of all kind of fruits, lit? made 
him pools of water, to water the wood that hringeth 
forth trees;” and to l he finest part whereof he seems to 
allude, when, in ihc Canticles, he compares his spouse 
to a “garden enclosed,” to a “spring shut up,” to a 
fountain sealed,” eh. iv. 12, (part of which fonniains 
arc still extant, as Mr. Maundrell informs us, p. S7,$£;) 
cannot now be certainly determined, but may very 
probably be conjectured. Bui whcihcr this Fthain 
has any relation to those rivers of F.tham . which 
Providence once dried up in a miraculous manner, 
Psalms Ixxiv. 15, and in the Septuagint, 1 cannot 
say. 
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glorious of kings, and the best beloved of God, 
and had exceeded in ivisdom and riches those 
that had been rulers of the Hebrews before him, 
yet did he not persevere in this happy state till 
he died. Nay, he forsook the observation of the 
law of his fathers, and came to an end noway 
suitable to our foregoing history of him. lie 
grew mad in his love of women, and laid no re¬ 
straint un himself in his lust: nor was he satis¬ 
fied with the women of his country alone; but 
he married many wives out of foreign nations, 
Sidonians, and Tyrians, and Ammonites, and 
Edomites, and he transgressed the laws of Mo¬ 
ses, which forbade Jews to marry any but those 
that were of their own people. He also began 
to worship their gods, which he did to the grati¬ 
fication ol his wives, and out of his affection for 
them. This very tiling our legislator suspected, 
and so admonished us beforehand, that we should 
not marry women of other countries, lest we 
should be entangled with foreign customs, and 
apostatize from our own; lest we should leave off 
to honor our own God, and should worship their 
gods. But Solomon was fallen headlong into un¬ 
seasonable pleasures, and regarded nut these ad¬ 
monitions. For when he had married seven hun¬ 
dred wives,* the daughters of princes, and of em¬ 
inent persons, and three hundred concubines, and 
these besides the king of Egypt’s daughter, he 
soon was governed by them till he came to imi¬ 
tate their practices. He was forced to give them 
this demonstration of his kindness and affection 
to them, to live according to the laws of their 
countries. And as he grew into years, and his 
reason became weaker by length of time, it was 
not sufficient to recall to his mind the institutions 
of his own country, so he still more and mote 
contemned his own God, and continued to regard 
the gods that his marriages had introduced: nay, 
before this happened, he sinned, and fell into an 
error about the observation of the law, when lie 
made the images of brazen oxen that supported 
the brazen sea,f and the images of lions about 
his own throne; for these he made, although it 
was not agreeable to piety so to do; and this he 
did, notwithstanding that he had his father as a 
most excellent and domestic pattern of virtue, 
and knew what a glorious character he. had left 
behind him, because of his pietv towards God: 
nor did he imitate David, although God had twice 
appeared to him in his sleep, and exhorted him 
to imitate his father; so lie died ingloriously. 
There came therefore a prophet to him, who was 
sent from God, and told him, that “ his wicked ac¬ 
tions were not concealed from God; and threat¬ 
ened him that he should not long rejoice in what 
he had done: that indeed the Kingdom should 
not be taken from him while he was alive, be¬ 
cause God had promised to his father David that 
he. would make him his successor, but that he 
would take care that this should befall his son 
when he was dead; not that lie would withdraw 
all the ptople from him, but that he would give 
ten tribes to a servant of his, and leave only twu 
tribes to David’s grandson, for his sake, because 
he loved God, and lbr the sake of the city of Je¬ 
rusalem, wherein lie would have a temple.” 

6. When Solomon heard this, he: was grieved 

♦ These seven hundred wives, or the daughters of 
great men, and the Throe hundred eonruliines, the 
daughters of Ihe ignoble, make one Thousand in all; and 
are, I suppose, fhosr very one thousand women inti¬ 
mated elsewhere I y Fnlomou himself, when he speaks 
of Ida not having found one [goodjwomau among that 
very mind er. J’rrlns. vii.2H. 

X Josephus is here certainly too severe upon Solo¬ 
mon, who in making the rl.enihims, and these twelve 
Vazcn o.\en, seems to have done no more thnn imitate 
the patterns left him by l>nvid, which were all given 
David by Divine inspiration. Fee my Description of 
the temples, chap. x. And atlhough Hod gave no 
direction for lhe lions that adorned his throne, yet 
does not Folomon seem therein to have broken nnylaw 
of Moses; for nltl nngti the Pharisees, and latter rab¬ 
bins, have extended Itic second commandment, to for- 


and greatly confounded, upon this change of al¬ 
most all that happiness which had made him to 
be admired, into so bad a state; nor had there 
much time passed alter the prophet had foretold 
what was coming, before God raised up an ene¬ 
my against him, whose name was Ader, who 
took tile following occasion of his enmity to hint: 
he was a child of the stock of the Edomites, and 
of the blood royal; and when Joab, the captain 
of David’s host, laid waste the land of Edom, and 
destroyed all that were men grown, and able to 
bear arms, for six months’ time, this Hadad lied 
away, and came to Pharaoh the king of Egypt, 
who received him kindly, and assigned him a 
house to dwell in, and a country to supply him 
with food: and when he was grown up, ne loved 
him exceedingly, insomuch that he gave him h ‘19 
wife’s sister, whose name was Tahpenes, to wife, 
by whom lie had a son, who was brooght up with 
tEe king’s children. When Hadad heard in 
Egypt that both David and Joab were dead, he 
came to Pharaoh, and desired that he wuuld 
permit him to go to his own country: upon 
which the king asked what it was that he wanted, 
and what hardships he had met with, that he was 
so desirous to leave him? And when he was of¬ 
ten troublesome to him, and entreated him to 
dismiss him, he did not then do it; but at the 
time when Solomon’s affairs began to grow 
worse,| on account of his furementioned trans¬ 
gressions, and God’s anger against mm for the 
same, Hadad, by Pharaon’s permission, came to 
Edom; and when he wa9 not able to make the 
people forsake Solomon, for it was kept under by 
many garrisons, and an innovation was not,to be 
made with safety, he removed thence, and came 
into Syria; there he lit upon one Rezon, who 
had run away from Hadadezer, king of Zobah, 
his master, and was become a robber in that 
cuuntry, and joined friendship with him, who 
had already a band uf robbers about him. So lie 
went up, and seized upon that part of Syria, and 
was made king thereof. He also made incur¬ 
sions into the land of Israel, and did it no small 
mischief, and spoiled it, and that in the lifetime 
of Solomon. And this was the calamity which 
the Hebrews suffered by Iladad. 

7. There was also one of Solomon’s own na¬ 
tion that made an attempt against him, Jerobo¬ 
am the son of Nebat, who had an expectation of 
rising, from a prophecy that had been made to 
him long before. He was left a child by his 
father, and brought up by his mother; and when 
Solomon saw that lie was of an active and bold 
disposition, lie made him the curator of the walls 
which he built round about Jerusalem; and he 
took such care of those works, that the king ap¬ 
proved of his behavior, and gave him, as a re¬ 
ward for the same, the charge over the tribe of 
Joseph. And when about that time Jeroboam was 
once going out of Jerusalem, a prophet of the city 
Shiloh,whose name was Ahijali, met him and salu¬ 
ted him, and when he had taken him a little aside, 
to a place out of the way, where there was not one 
other person present, he rent the garment he 
had on into twelve pieces, and bade Jeroboam 
take, ten of them: and told him beforehand, that 
“This is the will of God: lie will part the do- 
liid the very makinp of any image, though without 
any intention to have worshipped it, yet do noi I sup 
pose that Folomon so understood it, nor that it ought to 
he so understood. The making any other altar for 
worship hut that at ttie tabernacle, was equally for¬ 
bidden hy Moses, Antiq. I>. iv. rh. viii.ecct. 5; yet did 
not the tw o tribes and a half offend, when they made 
an altar for a memorial only, Josh. xxii. Antiq. b. v. 
eh. i. sect.2G, 27 

J Fincc the beginning of Folomon’s evil life and adver¬ 
sity was the time when Iladad, or Ader, who was horn 
at least twenty or thirty years before Folomon came to 
the rrown, in the days of David, began to give him 
disturbance, this implies that Folomon’s evil life began 
early anil routinueil very long, which the multitude of 
his wives nncl concubines docs imply also: I suppose 
when he was not fifty years of age. 
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minion of Solomon, and give one tribe, with that 
which is next it, to his son, because of the 
promise made to David for his succession, and 
will give ten tribes to thee, because Solomon 
hath sinned against him, and delivered up him¬ 
self to women, and to their gods. Seeing, there¬ 
fore, thou knowest the cause for which God hath 
changed his mind, and is alienated from Solo¬ 
mon, be thou righteous, and keep the laws, be¬ 
cause he hath proposed to thee the greatest of 
all rewards for thy piety, and the honor thou 
shalt pay to God, namely, to be as greatly exalt¬ 
ed as thou knowest David to have been.” 

8. So Jeroboam was elevated by these words 
of the prophet; and being a young man of warm 
temper, and ambitious of greatness, he could not 
be quiet:* and when he had so great a charge in 
the government, and called to mind what had 
been revealed to him by Ahijah, he endeavored 
to persuade the people to forsake Solomon, to 
make a disturbance, and to bring the government 
over to himself. But when Solomon understood 
his intention and treachery, he sought to catch 
and kill him; but Jeroboam was informed of it 
beforehand, and fled to Shishak, the king of 
Egypt, and there abode till the death of Solomon, 
by which means he gained these two advantages, 
to suffer no harm from Solomon, and to be pre¬ 
served for the kingdom. So Solomon died when 
he was already an old man, having reigned 
eighty years, and lived ninety-four. He was 
buried in Jerusalem, having been superior to all 
other kings in happiness, and riches, and wis¬ 
dom, excepting that when he was growing into 
years, he was deluded by women, and trans¬ 
gressed the law; concerning which transgres¬ 
sions, and the miseries which befell the Hebrews 
thereby, I think proper to discourse at another 
opportunity. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How , upon the death of Solomon , the People for¬ 
sook his Son Rehoboam , and ordained Jerobo¬ 
am King’ over the ten Tribes. 

§ 1. Now when Solomon was dead, and his son 
Rehoboam, (who was born of an Ammonite wife, 
whose name was Naamah,) had succeeded him 
in the kingdom, the rulers of the multitude sent 
immediately into Egypt, and called back Jerobo¬ 
am; and when he was come to them, to the eilj- 
Shechem, Rehoboam came to it also, for he had 
resolved to declare himself king to the Israelites, 
while they were there gathered together. So 
the rulers of the people, as well as Jeroboam, 
came to him, and besought him, and said, “ That 
he ought to relax, and to be gentler than his 
father, in the servitude he had imposed on them, 
because they had borne a heavy yoke, and that 
then they should be better affected to him, and be 
well contented to serve him under his moderate 
government, and should do it more out of love 
than fear.” But Rehoboam told them they 
should come to him again in three days’ time, 
when he would give an answer to their request. 
This delay gave occasion to a present suspicion, 
since he had not given them a favorable answer 
to their mind immediately, for they thought that 
he should have given them a humane answer off¬ 
hand, especially since he was but young. How¬ 
ever, they thought that his consultation about it, 
and that he did not presently give them a denial, 
afforded them some good hope of success. 

2. Rehoboam now called his father’s friends, 
and advised with them what sort of answer he 

♦Tills youth of Jeroboam, when Solomon built the 
walls of Jerusalem, not very long after he had finished 
Ills twenty years’ building tlie temple, and his own 
pa’oee, or not very long after the twenty-fourth year 
of Ills reign, 1 Kings ix. 24; 2 Chronicles viii. 11; and 
his youth here still mentioned, when Solomon’s wick¬ 
edness was become mure intolerable, fully confirm 
my former observation, that such his wickedness 
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ought to give to the multitude: upon which they 
gave him the advice which became friends, and 
those that knew the temper of such a multitude. 
They advised him, “to speak in a way more po¬ 
pular than suited the grandeur of a king, because 
he would thereby oblige them to submit to him 
with good will, it being the most agreeable to 
subjects, that their kings should be almost upon 
the level with them.” But Rehoboam rejected 
this so good, and in general so profitable advice; 
(it was such, at least, at that time, when he was 
to be made king,) God himself, I suppose, causing 
what was most advantageous to be condemned 
by him. So he called for the young men, who 
were brought up with him, and told them what 
advice the elders had given him, and bade there 
speak what they thought he ought to do. They 
advised him to give the following answer to the 
people, (for neither their youth, nor God him¬ 
self, suffered them to discern what was best:) 
“that his little finger should be thicker than his 
father’s loins; and if they had met with hard 
usage from his father, they should experience 
much rougher treatment from him; and if his 
father had chastised them with whips, they must 
expect that he would do it with scorpions.”! 
The king was pleased with this advice, and 
thought it agreeable to the dignity of his govern¬ 
ment to give them such an answer. Accordingly, 
when the multitude was come together to hear 
his answer on the third day, all the people were 
in great expectation, and very intent to hear 
what the king would say to them, and supposed 
they should hear something of a kind nature; 
but he passed bj r his friends, and answered as 
the young men had given him counsel. Now 
this was done according to the will of God, that 
what Ahijah had foretold might come to pass. 

3. By these w ords the people were struck as it 
were by an iron hammer, and were so grieved at 
the words, as if they had already felt the effects 
of them, and they had great indignation at the 
king: and all cried out aloud and said, “ We will 
have no longer any relation to David or his pos¬ 
terity after this day.” And they said farther, 
“ We only leave to Rehoboam the temple which 
his father built;” and they threatened to forsake 
him. Nay, they were so bitter, and retained 
their wrath so long, that when he 9ent Adoram, 
who was over the tribute, that he might pacify 
them, and vender them milder, and persuade 
them to forgive him if he had said any thing that 
was rash or grievous to them in his youth, they 
would not hear it, but threw stones at him and 
killed him. When Rehoboam saw this, he 
thought himself aimed at by those stones with 
which they had killed his servant, and feared 
lest he should undergo the last of punishments 
in earnest, so he got immediately into his cha¬ 
riot, and fled to Jerusalem, where the tribe of 
Judah and that of Benjamin ordained him king: 
but the rest of the multitude forsook the sons .of 
David from that day, and appointed Jeroboam to 
be the ruler of their public affairs. Upon this, 
Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, assembled a great 
congregation of those two tribes that submitted 
to him, and was ready to take a hundred and 
eighty thousand chosen men out of the army, to 
make an expedition against Jeroboam and his 
people, that lie might force them by war to be 
nis servants; but lie was forbidden ol tied by 
the prophet [Shemaiah] to go to war, forthat it 
was not just that brethren of the same country 
should tight one against another. He also cnid, 

began early, and continued very long. See Eeclus. 
xlvii. 14. 

| That by scorpions is not here meant that small ani¬ 
mal so called, which was never used in eoirecliuiis; but 
either a shrub, with sharp prickles like the slings of 
scorpions, such as our furze bush, or else some terrible 
sort of whip of the like nature; see Hudson’s and Span 
lieim’s notes here. 
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that this defection of the multitude was accord¬ 
ing- to the purpose of God. So he did not pro¬ 
ceed in this expedition. And now I will relate 
first the actions of Jeroboam the king of Israel, 
after which we will relate what are therewith 
connected, the actions of Rehoboam, the king of 
the two tribes; by this means we shall preserve 
the good order ot the history entire. 

4. When therefore Jeroboam had built him a 
palace in the city Shechem, he dwelt there. He 
also built him another at Penucl.a city so called. 
And now the feast of tabernacles wa9 approach¬ 
ing in a little time, Jeroboam considered, that if 
he should permit the multitude to go to worship 
God at Jerusalem, and there to celebrate the fes¬ 
tival, they would probably repent of what they 
had done, nnd bo enticed by the temple, and by 
the worship of God there performed, and would 
leave him, and return to tneir first king; and if 
so, he should run the risk of losing his own life: 
so he invented this contrivance; he made tw r o 
golden heifers, and built two little temples for 
them, the one in the city Bethel, and the other 
in Dan, which last was at the fountains of the 
lesser Jordan,* and he nut the heifers into both 
the little temples, in tne forementioned cities. 
And when he had called those ten tribes together, 
over whom he ruled, he made a speech to the 
people in these words: “I suppose, my country¬ 
men, that you know this, that every place hath 
God in it, nor is there any one determinate place 
in which lie is, but he every where hears and 
sees those that worship him; on which account 
I do not think it right for you to go so long a 
journey to Jerusalem, which is an enemy’s city, 
to worship him. It was a man that built the tem¬ 
ple: I have also made two golden heifers, dedi¬ 
cated to the same God; ana the one of them I 
have consecrated in the city Bethel, and the other 
in Dan, to the end that those of you that dwoll 
nearest those cities, may go to them, and worship 
God there; and l will ordain for you certain priests 
and Levites from among yourselves, that you 
may have no want of the tribe of Levi, or of the 
6ons of Aaron; but let him that is desirous among 
you of being a priest, bring to God a bullock and 
a ram, which they say Aaron the first priest 
brought also.” When Jeroboam had said this, 
he deluded the people, and made them to revolt 
from the worship of their forefathers, and to 
transgress their laws. This was the beginning 
of miseries to the Hebrew's, and the cause w r hy 
they were overcome in w'ar by foreigners, and so 
fell into captivity. But we shall relate those 
things in their proper places hereafter. 

5. When the least [of tabernacles] was just 
approaching, Jeroboam was desirous to cele¬ 
brate it himself in Bethel, as did the two tribes 
celebrate it in Jerusalem. Accordingly he built 
an altar before the heifer, and undertook to 
be high priest himself. So he went up to the 
altar, with his own priests about him; but when 
he was going to oiler the sacrifices, and the 
burnt-ofterings, in the sight o( all the people, 
a prophet, whose name was Judon, was sent by 
God, and canie to him from Jerusalem, who 
stood in the midst of the multitude, and in the 
hearing of the king, nnd directing his discourse 
to the altar, said thus, “God foretells that 
there shall be a certain man of the family of 
David, Josiali by name, who shall slay upon thee 
those *false priests that shall live at that time, 
and upon thee shall burn the bones of those de¬ 
ceivers of the people, those impostors and wicked 
wretches. However, that this people may be- 

* Whether ibeae fountains of the lesser Jordan were 
near a place called Dan, and the fountains of the great- 
ernear a place called Jar, before their conjunction: or 
whether ihcrc was only one fountain, arising at the 
lake Phlala, at firsi sinking under ground, and then 
arising near the mountain Panemn, nnd thence running 
through the lake Semochonitis to the sea of Galilee, and 


lieve that these things shall so come to pass, 1 
foretell a sign to them that shall also come to 
pass: This altar shall be broken to pieces im¬ 
mediately, and all the fat of the sacrifices that 
is upon it, shall be poured upon the ground.” 
When the prophet had said this, Jeroboam fell 
into a passion, and stretched out his hand, and 
bade them lay hold of him; but that hand which 
he stretched out was enfeebled, and he wa9 
not able to pull it in again to him, for it was 
become withered, and hung down, as if it were 
a dead hand. The altar also was broken to 
pieces, and all that was upon it was poured out, 
as the prophet had foretold should come to 
pass. So tne king understood that he was a 
man of veracity, and had a divine foreknowledge; 
and entreated him to pray to God that he would 
restore his right hand. Accordingly the prophet 
did pray to God to grant him that request. So 
the king having his nand recovered to its natural 
state, rejoiced at it, and invited the prophet to 
sup with him; but Jadon said, that “he could 
not endure to come into his house, nor to taste 
of bread or water in this city, for that was a 
thing God had forbidden him to do; as also to go 
back by the same way which he came, but he 
said he was to return by another way.” So the 
king wondered at the abstinence of the man, but 
was himself in fear, as suspecting a change of 
his affairs for the worse, from what had been 
said to him. 

CHAP. IX. 

How Jadon the Prophet was persuaded by another 
lying Prophet , and returned [/o Bethel ,] and 
was afterward slain by a Lion . As also what 
words the wicked Prophet made use of to per¬ 
suade the King , and thereby alienated his mind 
from God. 

§ 1. Now there was a certain wicked man in 
that city who was a false prophet, whom Jero¬ 
boam had in great esteem, but was deceived by 
him, and his llattering words. This man was 
bed-rid by reason of the infirmities of old age: 
however, lie was informed by his sons concern* 
ing the prophet that was come from Jerusalem, 
and concerning the signs done by him; and how, 
when Jeroboam’s right hand had been enfeebled, 
at the prophet’s prayer he had it revived again. 
Whereupon he was afraid that this stranger and 
prophet should be in better esteem with the king 
than himself, and obtain greater honor from 
him, and he gave order to his sons to saddle his 
ass presently, and make all ready that he might 
go out. Accordingly they made haste to do what 
they were commanded, and he got upon the ass, 
and followed after the prophet, and when he had 
overtaken him, as he was resting himself under 
a very large oak-tree that was thick and shady, 
he at first saluted him, but presently he com- 

{ Gained of him, because he had not come into 
ds house, and partaken of his hospitality. And 
when the other said, that “God had forbidden 
him to taste of any one’s provision in that city, 
he replied that, “for certain God had not forbid¬ 
den trial I should set food before thee, for I am a 
prophet as thou art, and worship God in the 
same manner that thou dost; and I am now come 
as sent by him, in order to bring thee into my 
house, and make thee “my guest.” Now Jadon 
gave credit to this lying prophet, and returned 
back with him. But whom they were at dinner 
and were merry together, God appeared to Ja¬ 
don, and said,tnat “he should suffer punishment 
for transgressing his commands, and lie told him 

so far called the lesser Jordan , i9 hardly certain even in 
Josephus himself, though the latter account he the moat 
rohahle. However, i he northern idolatrous calf, set up 
y Jeroboam, was where Little Jordan fell into Great 
Jordan, near a place called Daphne , aa Joseph us else¬ 
where informs us, Of the War, b. iv. cli. i. sect 1* See 
the note there. 
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what that punishment should be; for he said that 
he should meet with a lion as he was going on 
his way, by which lion he should be torn in 
pieces, and be deprived of burial in the sepul¬ 
chres of his fathers.” Which things came to 
pass, as I suppose, according to the will of God, 
that so Jeroboam might not give heed to the 
words of Jadon, as of one that had been convict¬ 
ed of lying’. However, as Jadon was again going 
to Jerusalem, a lion assaulted him, and pulled 
him off the beast he rode on, and slew him, yet 
did he not at all hurt the ass, but sat by him, and 
kept him, as also the prophet’s body. This con¬ 
tinued till some travellers that saw it came and 
told it in the city to the false prophet, who sent 
his sons, and brought the body into the city, and 
made a funeral for him at great expense. He 
also charged his sons to bury biniseli with him; 
and said that “all which he had foretold against 
that city, and the altar, and priests, and false pro- 
hets, would prove true; and that if he were 
uried with him, he should receive no injurious 
treatment after his death, the bones not being 
then to be distinguished asunder,” But now, 
when he had performed those funeral rites to the 
prophet, and had given that charge to his sons, 
as he was a wickea and an impious man, he goes 
to Jeroboam, and says to him, “And wherefore 
is it now that thou art disturbed at the words of 
this silly fellow?” And when the king had re¬ 
lated to him what had happened about the altar, 
and about his own hand, and gave him the name 
of a divine man, and an excellent prophet, he en¬ 
deavored, by a wicked trick, to weaken that his 
opinion, and by using plausible words concerning 
what had happened, he aimed to injure the truth 
that was in them; for he attempted to persuade 
him, that “his hand was enfeebled by the labor it 
had undergone in supporting the sacrifices, and 
that upon its resting awhile, it returned to its 
former nature again; and that as to the altar, it was 
but new, and had borne abundance of sacrifices, 
and those large ones too, and was accordingly bro¬ 
ken to pieces, and fallen down by the weight of 
what had been laid upon it.” He also informed 
him of the death of nirn that had foretold those 
things, and how he perished; [whence he conclu¬ 
ded that] he had not an}'thing in him of a proph- 
etinor spake any thing like one. When he nad 
thus spoken, he persuaded the king, and entirely- 
alienated his mind from God, and from doing 
works that were righteous and holy*, and encou¬ 
raged him to go on in his impious practices;* 
and accordingly, he was to that degree injurious 
to God, and so great a transgressor, that he 
sought for nothing else every day, but how he 
might be guilty of some new instances of wick¬ 
edness, and such as should be more detestable 
than what he had been so insolent as to do be¬ 
fore. And so much shall at present suffice to 
have said concerning Jeroboam. 

CHAP. X. 

Concerning Rehoboam, and how God inflicted 

Punishment upon him, for his Impiety , by !Shi- 

shak , [King of Egypt.] 

§1. Now Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, who, 
as we said before, was king of the two tribes, 
built strong and large cities, Bethlehem and 
Etam, aiid Tekoa, and Bcthzur, and Shoco, and 

* How much larger and hotter copy Josephus had in 
this remarkable history of the true prophet of Judea, 
and his concern with Jeroboam, and with the false pro¬ 
phet of Bethel, than our other copies have, is evident at 
first sight. The prophet’s very name, Jadon, or ns the 
Constitutions call him, Adonias, is wonting in our other 
copies: and it is there with no little absurdity said, that 
God revealed Jadon the true prophet’s death, not to hint- 
self, as here, but to the false prophet. Whether the 
particular account of the arguments made use of, after 
nil, by the false prophet against his own belief, and his 
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Adullam, and Ipan, and Maresha, and Zipb, and 
Adoram, and Lachish, and Azekah, and Zorah, 
and Aijalon, and Hebron; these he built first ot 
all in the tribe of Judah. He also built other 
large cities in the tribe of Benjamin, and walled 
them about, and put garrisons in them all, and 
captains, and a great deal of corn, and wine, and 
oil, and he furnished every one of them plentifully 
with other provisions that were necessary for sus¬ 
tenance; moreover, he put therein shields and 
spears, for many ten thousand men. The priests 
also that were m all Israel, and the Levites, and 
if there were any of the multitude that were 
good and righteous men, they gathered them¬ 
selves together to him, having left tneir own 
cities, that they might worship God in Jerusa¬ 
lem; for they were not willing to be forced to 
worship the heifers which Jeroboam had made., 
and they'augmented the kingdom of Rehoboam for 
three years. And after he had married a woman 
of his own kindred, and had by- her three chil¬ 
dren born to him, he married also another of his 
own kindred, who was daughter of Absalom by 
Tamar, whose name was Maachah, and by- her 
he had a son, whom he named Abijah. He Lad 
moreover many other children by other wives, 
but he loved Maachah above them all. Now he 
had eighteen legitimate wives, and thirty concu¬ 
bines: and he had born to him twenty-eight sons 
and threescore daughters; but he appointed Abi¬ 
jah, whom he had by r Maachah, to be his succes¬ 
sor in the kingdom; and intrusted him already 
with the treasures, and the strongest cities. 

2. Now I cannot but think, that the greatness 
of a kingdom, and its change into prosperity, often 
becomes the occasion of mischief and of trans¬ 
gression to men; for when Rehoboam saw this 
his kingdom so much increased, he went out of 
the right way, and to unrighteous and irreligious 
practices; and he despised the worship of God, 
till the people themselves imitated his wicked 
actions; for so it usually happens, that the man¬ 
ners of subjects are corrupted at the same time 
with those of their governors, which subjects 
then lay aside their own sober way of living, as 
a reproof of their governors’ intemperate cour¬ 
ses, and follow their wickedness, as if it were 
virtue, for it is not possible to show that men ap¬ 
prove of the actions of their kings, unless they- 
do the same actions with them. Agreeably 
whereto it now happened to the subjects of 
Rehoboam; for when he was grown impious, 
and a transgressor himself, they endeavored not 
to offend him by resolving still to be righteous. 
But God sent Shishak, king of Egypt, to punish 
them for their unjust behavior towards him, 
concerning whom Herodotus was mistaken, and 
applied his actions to Sesostris: for this Shi¬ 
shak,f in the fifth year of the reign of Rehoboam. 
made an expedition [into Judea] with many' ten 
thousand men, for he had one thousand two 
hundred chariots in number that followed him, 
and threescore thousand horsemen, and four 
hundred thousand footmen. These he brought 
with him, and they were the greatest part of 
them Libvans and Ethiopians. Now therefore, 
when he fell upon the country' of ihe Hebrews, 
he took the strongest cities of Rehoboam’s king¬ 
dom without fighting; and when he had put gar¬ 
risons in them, he came last of all to Jerusalem. 

3. Now when Rehoboam, and the multitude 

own conscience, in order to persuade Jeroboam to perse¬ 
vere in his idolatry and wickedness, thnn which more 
plausible could not be invented, was animated in Jose 
phns’s copy, or in some other nncient hook, cannot now 
he determined;onr other copies say not one word of it. 

f That this Shishak was not the same person with 
the famous Sesostris, as some hnve very lately, in con 
trndiction to all antiquity, supposed, nnd thnt our 
Josephus did nottake tiim to be the same as they pre 
tend, hut that Sesostris was many centuries earlier 
than Shishak, sec Authent. Records, partii. p. ltfcU. 
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with him, were shut up in Jerusalem by the 
means of the army of Snishak, and when they 
besought God to give them victory and deliver¬ 
ance, they could not persuade God to be on their 
tide: but Shemaiah tne prophet told them, that 
God threatened to forsake them, ns they had 
forsaken his worship. When they heard this, 
they were immediately in a consternation of 
mind, and seeing no way of deliverance, they all 
earnestly set themselves to confess, that God 
might justly overlook them, since they had been 
guilty of impiety towards him, and had let his 
laws lie in confusion. So when God saw them 
in that disposition, and that they acknowledged 
their sins, he told the prophet, that he would not 
destroy them, but that he would however make 
them servants to the Egyptians, that they may 
learn whether they will suffer les9 by serving 
men or God. So when Shishak had taken the 
city without fighting, because Rehoboam was 
afraid, and received him into it, yet did not 
Shishak stand to the covenant he had made, but 
he spoiled the temple, and emptied the treasures 
of God, and those of the king, and carried off in¬ 
numerable ten thousands of gold and silver, and 
left nothing at all behind him. He also took' 
away the bucklers of gold, and the shields, which 
Solomon the king had made; nay, he did not 
leave the golden quivers which David had taken 
from the king of Zobah, and had dedicated to 
God. And when he had thus done, he returned 
to his own kingdom. Now Herodotus of Hali¬ 
carnassus mentions this expedition, having only 
mistaken the king’s name; and [in saying that] 
he made war upon many other nations also, and 
brought Syria of Palestine into subjection, and 
took the men that were therein prisoners with¬ 
out fighting. Now it i3 manifest, that he in¬ 
tended to declare that our nation was subdued bv 
him: for he saith, that “he left behind him pil¬ 
lars in the land of those that delivered them¬ 
selves up to him without fighting, and engraved 
upon them the secret parts of women.” Now 
our king Rehoboam delivered up our city without 
fighting. He says withal,* that “the Ethiopians 
learned to circumcise their privy parts from the 
Egyptians, with this addition, that the Phoeni¬ 
cians and Syrians that live in Palestine confess 
that they learned it of the Egyptians.” Yet it 
is evident that no other of the Syrians that live 
in Palestine besides us alone are circumcised; 
but as to such matters, let every one speak what 
is agreeable to his own opinion. 

4. When Shishak was gone awav, king Reho¬ 
boam made bucklers and shields oi brass, instead 
of those of gold, and delivered the same number 
of them to the keepers of the king’s palace: So 
instead of warlike expeditions, and that glory 
which results from those public actions, he reign¬ 
ed in great quietness, though not without fear, 
as being always an enemy to Jeroboam, and he 
died when he had lived fifty-seven years, and 
reigned seventeen, lie was in his disposition, a 
proud and a foolish man, and lost [part of his] 
dominions by not hearkening to nis father’s 
friends. He was buried in Jerusalem, in the se¬ 
pulchres of the kings; and his son Abijnh suc¬ 
ceeded him in the kingdom, and this in the eigh¬ 
teenth year of Jeroboam’s reign over the ten 
tribes: and this was the conclusion of these af¬ 
fairs. It must be now our business to relate the 

* Herodotus, as here quoted by Josephus, and as iliis 
passage still stands in his present copies, b. ii. chap. civ. 
affirms, that “ ilic Plm-nlcians and Syrians in Palestine 
[which last nrc generally supposed to denote the Jews] 
owned their receiving circumcision from the Egyp¬ 
tians;” whereas it is abundantly evident, ibat tbe Jews 
received their circumcision from the patriarch Abra¬ 
ham, fJen. xvli.9—14, John vii. 22,23, as I conclude the 
Egyptian priesis themselves did also. It Is not,there¬ 
fore, very unlikclv Hint Herodotus, beenuso the Jew’s 
had lived long In Egypt, and came out of it circumcised, 
did thereupon think they had learned that circumcis- 
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affairs of Jeroboam, and how he ended his life; 
for he ceased not, nor rested to be injurious to 
God, but every day raised up altars upon high 
mountains, and went on making priests out of 
the multitude. 

CHAP. XI. 

Concerning the death of a Son of Jeroboam. 
How Jeroboam wasbeaten by Ahijah, who died 
a little afterward , and was succeeded in his 
Kingdom by Asa. And also how, after the 
Death of Jeroboam, Baasha destroyed his Son 
JVadab , and all the House of Jeroboam. 

$ 1. However, God was in no long time ready 
to return Jeroboam’s wicked actions, and the 
punishment they deserved, upon his own head, 
and upon the heads of all his house. And wdiere- 
as a son of his lay sick at that time, who was 
called Abijali, he enjoined his wife to lay aside 
her robes, and to take the garments belonging to 
a private person, and to go to Ahijah the prophet, 
for that he was a wonderful mau in foretelling 
futurities, it having been he who “told me that 
I should be king.” He also enjoined her, when 
she came to him,to inquire concerning the child, 
as if she were a stranger, whether he should escape 
this distemper. So she did as her husband bade 
her, and changed her habit, and came to the city 
Shiloh, for there did Ahijah live: and as she was 
going into his house, his eyes being then dim 
with age, God appeared to him, and informed 
him of two things, that the wife of Jeroboam 
was come to him; and what answer he should 
make to her inquiry. Accordingly, as the woman 
was coming into the house like a private person, 
and a stranger, he cried out, “Come in, O thou 
w r ife of Jeroboam! Why concealest thou thyself? 
Thou art not concealed from God, who hath ap¬ 
peared to me, and informed me that thou wast 
coming, and hath given me in command what I 
shall say to thee.” So he said, “ That she should 
go away to her husband, and speak to him thus: 
Since 1 made thee a great man when thou wast 
little, or rather wast nothing, and rent the king¬ 
dom from the house of David,and gave it to thee, 
and thou hast been unmindful of these benefits, 
hast left off my worship, hast made thee molten 
gods and honored them; I will in like manner 
cast thee down again, and will destroy all thy 
house, and make them food for the dogs and the 
fowls; for a certain king is rising up, by appoint¬ 
ment, over all this people, who shall leave none 
of the family of Jeroboam remaining. The multi¬ 
tude also shall themselves partake of the same pun¬ 
ishment, and shall be cast out of this good land, 
and shall be scattered into the places beyond Eu¬ 
phrates, because they followed the wicked prac¬ 
tices of their kin^, and have worshipped the gods 
that he made, and forsaken my sacrifices. But do 
thou, O woman, make haste back to thy husband, 
and tell him thi3 message; but thou shalt then 
find thy son dead, for as thou enterest the city he 
shall depart this life: yet shall he be buried with 
the lamentation of alfthe multitude, and honor¬ 
ed with n general mourning, for he is the only 
person of goodness of Jerobonm’s family.”— 
When the prophet had foretold those events, tho 
woman went hastily nwav with a disordered 
mind, and greatly grieved at the death of the 
forenamed child: So she was in lamentation a* 
she went along the road, and mourned for the 

ion in Egypt, anil had it not before Manctho, the fa¬ 
mous Egyptian Chronologer and historian, who knew 
tho history of his own country much better than Hero¬ 
dotus, complains frequently of his mistakes about their 
atfairN, as does Josephus more tlinii once in this chap¬ 
ter; nnr indeed does Herodotus seem at all acquainted 
with the affairs of the Jews; for as lie never nnmc 9 them t 
so little or nothing of what he says about them, their 
country, or maritime cities, two of which he alone 
mentions, flndytus and Jcnysus, proves true; nor in¬ 
deed do there appear to have ever been any such cities 
on their coast. 
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death of her son, that was just at hand. She 
was indeed in a miserable condition at the una¬ 
voidable misery of his death, and went apace, 
but in circumstances very unfortunate, because 
of her son; for the greater haste she made, she 
would the sooner see her son dead, yet was she 
forced to make such haste on account of her hus¬ 
band. Accordingly, when she was come back, 
she found that the child had given up the ghost, 
as the prophet had said; and she related all the 
circumstances to the king. 

2. Yet did not Jeroboam lay any of these things 
to heart, but he brought together a very numer¬ 
ous army, and made a warlike expedition against 
Abijah, the son of Rehoboam, who had suc¬ 
ceeded his father in the kingdom of the tw r o 
tribes, for he despised him because of his age. 
But when he heard of the expedition of Jero¬ 
boam, he was not affrighted at it, but proved of 
a courageous temper of mind, superior both to 
his youth, and to the hopes of his enemy; so 
he chose him an army out of the two tribes, and 
met Jeroboam at a place called mount Zema- 
raim,and pitched his camp near the other, and 
prepared every thing necessary for the fight. 
His army consisted of four hundred thousand, 
but the army of Jeroboam was double to it. 
.Now, as the armies stood in array, ready for ac¬ 
tion and dangers, and were just going to fight, 
Abijah stood upon an elevated place, and beckon¬ 
ing with his hand, he desired the multitude and 
Jeroboam himself to hear first with silence what 
he had to say. And when silence was made, he 
began to speak, and told them, “God had con¬ 
sented that David and his posterity should be 
their rulers for all time to come, and this you , 
} r ourselves are not unacquainted with ; but I can¬ 
not but wonder how you should forsake my 
father, and join yourselves to his servant Jero¬ 
boam, and are now here with him to fight against 
those, w’ho, by God’s own determination, are to 
reign, and to deprive them of that dominion 
which they have still retained; for as to the 
greater part of it, Jeroboam is unjustly in posses¬ 
sion of it. However, I do not suppose he will 
enjoy it any longer, but when he hath suffered 
that punishment which God thinks due to him for 
what is past, he will leave off the transgressions 
he hath been guilty of, and the injuries he hath 
offered to him, and which he hath still continued to 
offer, and hath persuaded you to do the same; 
yet when you were not any farther unjustly 
treated by my father than that he did not speak 
to you so as to please you, and this only in com¬ 
pliance with the advice of wicked men, you in 
anger forsook him, as you pretended, but in re¬ 
ality you withdrew yourselves from God, and 
from his laws, although it had been right for you 
to have forgiven a man that was young in age, 
and not used to govern people, not only some dis¬ 
agreeable words, but if his youth and his unskil¬ 
fulness in affairs had led him into some unfortu¬ 
nate actions, and that for the sake of his father 
Solomon, and the benefits you received from him, 
for men ought to excuse the sins of posterity on 
account of the benefactions of parents: but you 
considered nothing of all this then, neither do 
you consider it now, but come with so great an 
army against us. And what is it you depend upon 
for victory? is it upon the golden heifers, and the 
altars that you have on high places, which are 
demonstrations of your impiety, and not of reli¬ 
gious worship? Or is it the exceeding multitude 

* This is a strange expression in Josephus, that God 
is his own workmanship , or that he made himself , con¬ 
trary to common sense, ami to Catholic Christianity. 
Perhaps he only means that he was made by none , 
but was unoriginated. 

t By this terrible and perfectly unparalleled slaughter 
of five hundred thousand men of the newly idolatrous 
and rebellious ten tribes, God’s high displeasure and in¬ 
dignation against that idolatry and rebellion fully ap- 
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of your army which gives you such good hopes? 
Yet certainly there is no strength at all in an 
army of many ten thousands, when the war is 
unjust; for we ought to place^ our surest hopes 
of success against our enemies in righteousness 
alone, and in piety towards God, which hope we 
justly have, since we have kept the laws from the 
beginning, and have worshipped our own God, 
who was not made by hands out of corruptible 
matter, nor was he formed by a wicked king, in 
order to deceive the multitude; but who is his 
own workmanship,* and the beginning and end 
of all things. I therefore give you counsel even 
now to repent, and to take better advice, and to 
leave off the prosecution of the war; and to call 
to mind the laws of your country, and to reflect 
what it hath been that hath advanced you to so 
happy a state as you are now in.” 

3. This was the speech which Abijah made to 
the multitude. But while he was still speaking, 
Jeroboam sent some of his soldiers privately to 
encompass Abijah round about, on certqin parts 
of the camp that were not taken notice of; and 
when he was thus within the compass of the ene¬ 
my, his army was affrighted, and their courage 
failed them; but Abijah encouraged them, and 
exhorted them to place their hopes on God, for 
that he was not encompassed by the enemy. So 
they all at once implored the divine assistance, 
while the priests sounded with the trumpet, and 
they made a shout, and fell upon their enemies, 
and God brake the courage and cast down the 
force of their enemies, and made Abijah’s army 
superior to them: for God vouchsafed to grant 
them a wonderful and very famous victory: and 
such a slaughter was how made of Jeroboam’s 
army, as is never recorded to have happened in 
any other war f whether it were of the Greeks, 
or of the Barbarians, for they overthrew [and 
slew] five hundred thousand of their enemies, and 
they took their strongest cities by force, and spoil¬ 
ed them; and besides those, they did the same to 
Bethel and her towns, and Jeshanah and her 
towns. And after this defeat Jeroboam never re¬ 
covered himself during the life of Abijah, who 
yet did not long survive, for he reigned but three 
years, and was buried in Jerusalem, in the sepul¬ 
chres of his forefathers. He left behind him 
twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters; and he 
had these children by fourteen wives; and Asa 
his son succeeded to the kingdom; and the young 
man’s mother wasMicaiah. Under his reign the 
country of the Israelites enjoyed peace for ten 
years. 

4. And so far concerning Abijah, the son of 
Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, as his history 
hath come down to us: but Jeroboam, the king 
of the ten tribes, died when he had governed 
them tvvo-and-twenty years; whose son Nadab 
succeeded him, in the second year of the reign 
of Asa. Now Jeroboam’s son governed two 
years, and resembled his father in impiety and 
wickedness. In these two years he made an ex¬ 
pedition against Gibbethon, a city of the Philis¬ 
tines, and continued the siege in order to take 
it;' but he was conspired agaiust while he was 
there, by a friend of his, whose name was Baa- 
sha, the son of Aliijah, and was slain; which 
Baasha took the kingdom after the other’s death, 
and destroyed the whole house of Jeroboam. It 
also came to pass, according as God had foretold, 
that some of Jeroboam’s kindred that died in the 
city were tom to pieces and devoured by dogs. 

peared; the remainder were thereby seriously caution¬ 
ed not to persist in them, and a kind of balance or equi¬ 
librium was made between the len and ihe two tribes for 
the time to come; while otherwise the perpetually idola¬ 
trous and rebellious ten tribes would naturally have 
been too powerful for the two tribes, which were pretty 
frequently free hoih from such idolatry and rebellion. 
Nor is there any reason to doubt of the truth of this 
prodigious number slain upon so signal an occasion 

q2 
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and that others of them that died in the fields 
were torn and devoured by the fowls. So the 
house of Jeroboam suffered the just punishment 
of his impiety and of his wicked actions. 

CHAP. XII. 

How Zcrah , King of the Ethiopians, was beaten 

by Asa; and how Asa, upon B a as ha's making 

war against him, invited the King of the Da- 

mascens to assist him; and how, on the Destruc¬ 
tion of the House of Baasha, Omri got the 

Kingdom, as did his Son Ahab after him. 

§ 1. Now Asa, the king of Jerusalem, was of 
an excellent character, and had a regard to God, 
and neither did nor designed any thing but what 
had relation to the observation of the laws. He 
made a reformation of his kingdom, and cut off 
whatsoever was wicked therein, and purified it 
from every impurity. Now he had an army of 
chosen men that were armed with targets and 
spears; out of the tribe of Judah three hundred 
thousand; and out of the tribe of Benjamin, that 
bore shield^ and drew bows, two hundred and 
fifty thousand. But when he had already reign¬ 
ed ten years, Zerah king of Ethiopia made an 
expedition against him,* with a great army of 
nine hundred thousand footmen, and one hundred 
thousand horsemen, and three hundred chariots, 
and came as far as Mareshah, a city that be¬ 
longed to the tribe of Judah. Now when Zerah 
had passed so far with his own army, Asa met 
him, and put his army in array over against him, 
in a valley called Zephathah, not far from the 
city; and when he saw the multitude of the 
Ethiopians, he cried ont, and besought God to 
give him the victory, and that he might kill 
many ten thousands of the enemy: “For,” said 
he, “ I depend on nothing else but that assistance 
which I expect from thee, which is able to make 
the few'er superior to the more numerous, and 
the weaker to the stronger; and thence it is 
alone that I venture to meet Zerah, and fight 
him.” 

2. While Asa was saying this, God gave him a 
signal of victor)', and joining battle cheerfully on 
account of what God had foretold about it, he 
slew a great many of the Ethiopians, and when 
he had put them to flight, he pursued them to the 
country of Gerar; and when they left off killing 
their enemies, they betook themselves to spoiling 
them, (for the city Gerar was already taken,) 
and to spoiling their camp, so that they carried 
off much gold, and much silver, and a great deal 
of [other] prey, and camels, and great cattle, and 
flocks of sheep. Accordingly, when Asa and his 
army had obtained such a victory, and such 
wealth from God, they returned to Jerusalem. 
Now as they were coining, a prophet whose 
name was Azariah, met them on the road, and 
bade them stop their journey a little; and began 
to say to them thus: that “The reason why they 
had obtained this victory from God was this, that 
they had shown themselves righteous and reli¬ 
gious men, and had done every thing according 
to the will of God; that therefore he said, if they 
persevered therein, God would grant that they 
should always overcome their enemies, and live 
happily: but that if they left off his worship, all 
things shall fall out oa the contrary; and a time 
should comc,t wherein no true prophet shall be 
left in your whole multitude, nor a priest who 
shall deliver you a true answer from tne oracle; 
but your cities shall be overthrown,and your na¬ 
tion scattered over the whole earth, and live the 

* The reader is to remember that Cush is not Ethio¬ 
pia, but Arabia. See ltochart, b. Iv. chap. ii. 

t Here is a very great error in our Hebrew copy in 
thin place, 2 Chron. xvi. 3—G, as applying what follows 
to times past, and noi lo times fulure; whence that text 
Uquite misapplied by Sir Isaac Newton. 

I This Abelmaln, or, in Josephus’s copy, Abellane, 
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life of strangers and tvanderers.” So he advised 
them, while they had time, to be good, and not 
to deprive themselves of the favor of God. 
When the king and the people heard this, they' 
rejoiced: and all in common, and every one in 
particular, took great care to behave themselves 
righteously. The king also sent some to take 
care that those in the country should observe the 
laws also. 

3. And this was the state of Asa, king of the 
two tribes. I now return to Baasha, the king 
of the multitude of the Israelites, who <dew Na- 
dab, the son of Jeroboam, and retained the go¬ 
vernment. He dwelt in the city of Tirzah, having 
made that his habitation, and reigned twenty- 
four years. He became more wicked and impi¬ 
ous than Jeroboam or his son. He did a great 
deal of mischief to the multitude, and was injuri¬ 
ous to God, who sent the prophet Jehu, and told 
him beforehand, that “his whole family should 
be destroyed, and that he would bring the same 
miseries on his house which had brought that of 
Jeroboam to ruin; because, when he had been 
made king by him, he had not requited his kind¬ 
ness by governingthe multitude righteously and 
religiously; which things, in the first place, tend¬ 
ed to their own happiness, and in the next place 
were pleasing to God; that he had imitatea this 
very wicked king, Jeroboam: and although that 
man’s soul had perished, yet did he express to 
the last his wickedness; and he said, that he 
should therefore justly experience the like cala¬ 
mity with him, since he had been guilty of the 
like wickedness. But Baasha, though lie heard 
beforehand what miseries would befall him and 
his whole family for their insolent behavior, 
yet did not he leave off his wicked practices for 
the time to come, nor did he care to appear to be 
other than worse and worse till he died; nor did 
he then repent of his past actions, nor endeavor 
to obtain pardon of God for them, but did as 
those do who have rewards proposed to them 
when they have once in earnest set about their 
work, they do not leave off their labors; for 
thus did taasha, when the prophet foretold to 
him what would come to pass, grow worse as 
if what were threatened, the perdition of his 
family and the destruction of his house, (which 
are really among the greatest of evils,) were 
good things; and as if he were a combatant for 
wickedness, he every day took more and more 
pains for it; and at last he took his army, and 
assaulted a certain considerable city called Ra- 
mah, which was forty furlongs distant from 
Jerusalem; and when he had taken it, he forti¬ 
fied it, having determined beforehand to leave 
a garrison in it, that they might thence make 
excursions, and do mischief to the kingdom of 
Asa. 

4. Whereupon Asa was afraid of the attempts 
the enemy might make upon him, and consider¬ 
ing with himself how many mischiefs this army 
that was left in Ramah might do to the country 
over which he reigned, he sent ambassadors to 
the king of the Damascens, with gold and silver, 
desiring his assistance, and putting him in mind 
*.hat we have had a friendship together from the 
tunes of our forefathers. So he gladly received 
the sum of money, and made a league with him, 
and broke the friendship he had with Baasha, 
and sent the commanders of his own forces into 
the cities that were under Baasha’s domiuion. 
and ordered them to do them mischief. So they 
went and burnt some of them, and spoiled others, 
Ijon, and Dan, and Abclmain,{ and many others. 

that belonged to the land of Israel, and bordered on the 
country of Damascus, is supposed both by Hudson and 
Spanheim to he the same with Abel or Alula, whence 
came Abilene. This may he that city so denominated 
from Abel the righteous, there buried, concerning the 
aheddingof whose blood within the compass of the land 
of Israel, I understand our Saviour’s words about the 
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Now when the king of Israel heard this, he left 
off building and fortifying Ramah, and returned 
presently to assist his own people under the dis¬ 
tresses they were in; but Asa made use of the 
materials that were prepared for building that 
city* for building in the same place two strong 
cities, the one of which was called Gebah, and 
the other Mizpah; so that after this Baasha had ! 
no leisure to make expeditions against Asa, for i 
he was prevented by death, and was buried in < 
the city Tirzah; and Elah his son took the king- < 
dom, w ho, when he had reigned two years, died, ; 
being treacherously slain by Zimri, the captain 
of half his army; for when he was at Arza, his i 
steward’s house, he persuaded some of the < 
horsemen that were under him to assault Elah, 1 
and by that means he slew him, when he was ! 
without his armed men and his captains, for they 
were all busied in the siege of Gibbethon, a city 
of the Philistines. 

5. When Zimri, the captain of the army, had 
killed Elah, he took the Kingdom himself, and, 
according to Jehu’s prophecy, slew all the house 
of Baasha; for it came to pass that Baasha’s 
house utterly perished, on account of his impiety, 
in the same manner as we have already de¬ 
scribed the destruction of the house of Jeroboam; 
but the army that was besieging Gibbethon, 
when they heard what had befallen the king, 
and that when Zimri had killed him, he had 
gained the kingdom, they made Omri, their gene¬ 
ral, king, who drew off his arm} r from Gibbethon, 
and came to Tirzah where the royal palace was, 
and assaulted the city, and took it by force. But 
when Zimri saw that the city had none to defend 
it, he fled into the inmost part of the palace, and 
set it on fire, and burnt himself with it, when he 
had reigned only seven days. Upon which the 
people of Israel were presently divided, and part 
of them would have Tibni to be king, and part 
Omri; but when those that w r ere for Omri’s 
ruling had beaten Tibni, Omri reigned over all 
the multitude. Now it was in the thirtieth year 
of the reign of Asa that Omri reigned, (for 
twelve years;) six of these years r e reigned in 
the city of Tirzah, and the rest in the nity called 
Semareon, but named by the Greeks Samaria; 
but he himself called it Semareon, from Semer, 
who sold him the mountain whereon he built it. 
Now Omri was no way different from those kings 
that reigned before him, but that he grew worse 
than they; for they all sought how they might 
turn the people away from God, by their daily 
wicked practices; and on that account it was that 
God made one of them to be slain by another, 
and that no one person of their families should 
remain. This Omri also died at Samaria: and 
Ahab his son succeeded him. 

6. Now hy these events we may learn what 
concern God hath for the affairs of mankind, and 
how he loves good men, and hates the wicked, 
and destroys them root and branch: for many 
of these kings of Israel, they and their families, 
were miserably destroyed and taken away one 
by another, in a short time, for their transgres¬ 
sion and wickedness; but Asa, who was king of 
Jerusalem, and of the two tribes, attained, by 
God’s blessing, a long and blessed old age, for 
his piety aad righteousness, and died happily, 
when he had reigned forty and one years: and 
when he was dead, his son Jehoshaphat succeed¬ 
ed him in the government. He was born of 
Asa’s wife Azubah. And all men allowed that 
he followed the works of David his forefather, 
and this both in courage and piety; but we are 
not obliged now to speak any more of the affairs 
of this king. 

fatal war and overthrow of Judea by Titus and his Ro¬ 
man army, “That upon you may come all the right¬ 
eous hlood shed upon the land, from the blood of 
righteous Abel to the blood of Zacharias, son of 


CHAP. XIII. 

How Ahab, when he had taken Jezebel to Wife , 
became more wicked than all the Kings that had 
been before him . Of the A ctions of the Prophet 
Elijah; and what befell Naboth. 

} 1. Now Ahab, the king of Israel, dwelt m 
Samaria, and held the government for twenty- 
two years; and made no alteration in the con¬ 
duct of the kings that were his predecessors, but 
only in such things as were of his own invention 
for the worse, and in his most gross wickedness. 
He imitated them in their wicked courses, and in 
their injurious behavior towards God, and more 
especially he imitated the transgression of Jero¬ 
boam; for he worshipped the heifers that he had 
made; and he contrived other absurd objects of 
worship besides those heifers; he also took to 
wife the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Ty 
rians and Siclonians, whose name was Jezebel, 
of whom he learned to worship her own gods. 
This woman was active and bold, and fell into so 
great a degree of impurity and madness, that she 
built a temple to the god of the Tyrians, which 
they call Belus, and planted a grove of all sorts 
of trees; she also appointed priests and false pro¬ 
phets to this god. The king also himself had 
many such about him, and so exceeded in mad¬ 
ness and wickedness all [the kings] that went 
before him. 

2. There was now a prophet of God Almighty, 
ofThesbon, a country in Gilead, that came to 
Ahab, and said to him, that “God foretold he 
would not send rain nor dew in those years upon 
the country but when he should appear. And 
when he had confirmed this by an oath, he de¬ 
parted into the southern parts, and made his 
abode by a brook, out of which he had water to 
drink; for as for his food, ravens brought it to 
him every day: but when that river was dried 
up for want of rain, he came to Zarephath, a 
city not far from Sidon and Tyre, for it lay be¬ 
tween them, and this at the command of God, 
for [God told him] that he should there find a 
woman who was a widow, that should give him 
sustenance: so wdien he was not far oft' the city, 
he saw a woman that labored with her own 
hands gathering of sticks; so God informed him 
that this was the woman who was to give him 
sustenance: so he came and saluted her, and de¬ 
sired her to bring him some water to drink; but 
as she was going so to do, he called to her, and 
would have her bring him a loaf of bread also: 
whereupon she affirmed on oath that she had at 
home nothing more than one handful of meal and 
a little oil, and that she was goiug to gather some 
sticks, that she might knead it, and make bread 
for herself and her son; after which, she said, 
they must perish, and be consumed by the fa¬ 
mine, for they had nothing for themselves any 
longer. Hereupon he said, “ Go on with good 
courage, and hope for better things; and first of 
all make me a little cake and bring it to me, for 
1 foretell to thee that this vessel of meal and this 
cruse of oil shall not fail, until God send rain.” 
When the prophet had said this, she came to 
him, and made him the beforenamed cake; of 
which she had part for herself, and gave the rest 
to her son, and to the prophet also; nor did any 
thing of this fail until the drought ceased. Now 
Menander mentions this drought in his account 
of the acts of Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians; 
where he says thus: “Under him there was a 
want of rain from the month Hyperberetams till 
the month Hyperberetreus of the year following: 
but when he made supplications, there came 
great thunders. This Ethbaal built the city of 

Bnrachias, whom ye slew between th* temple and 
the altar. Verily I say unto you, all these thincs shall 
come upon this generation.’’ Matt, xxiii. 35,36; Luke 
' xi. 51. 
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Botrys in Phoenicia, atid the city of Auza in Li- 
oya.” By these words he designed this want of 
rain that was in the days of A hab, for at that 
time it was that Ethbaal also reigned over the 
Tyrians, as Menander informs us. 

3* Now this woman, of whom we spake before, 
that sustained the prophet, when her son was fall¬ 
en into a distemper till he gave up the ghost, and 
appeared to be dead, came to the prophet weep¬ 
ing, and beating her breast with her hands, and 
sending out suen expressions as her passions dic¬ 
tated to her, and complained to him, that he had 
come to her to reproach her for her sins, and that 
on this account it was that her son was dead. 
But he bade her be of good cheer, and deliver 
her son to him, for that he would deliver him 
again to her alive. So when she had delivered 
her 6on up to him, he carried him into an upper 
room, where he himself lodged, and laid him 
down upon the bed, and cried unto God, and said, 
that “God had not done well in rewarding the 
woman who had entertained him, and sustained 
him, by taking away her son; and he prayed that 
he would send aga'in the soul of the child into 
him and bring him to life again.” Accordingly, 
God took pity on the mother, and was willing to 
gratify the prophet, that he might not seem to 
have come to her to do her a mischief; and the 
child, beyond all expectation, came to life again. 
So the mother returned the prophet thanks, and 
said she was then clearly satisfied that God did 
converse with him. 

4. After a little while Elijah came to king 
Ahab,* according to God’s will, to inform him that 
rain was coming. Now the famine had seized 
upon the whole country, and there was a great 
w’ant of what was necessary far sustenance; in¬ 
somuch, that it was not only men that wanted it, 
but the earth itself also, which did not produce 
enough for the horses and the other beasts, of 
what was useful for them to feed on, by reason 
of the drought. So the king called for Obadiah, 
who was steward over his cattle, and said to him, 
“That he would have him go to the fountains of 
water, and to the brooks, that if any herbs could 
be found for them, they might mow*it down, and 
reserve it for the beasts.” And when he had sent 
persons all over the habitable earth,f to discover 
the prophet Elijah, and they could not find him, 
he bade Obadiah accompany him: so it was re¬ 
solved they should make a progress, and divide 
the ways between them, and Obadiah took one 
road and the king another. Now it happened, 
that the same time when queen Jezebel slew the 
prophets, that this Obadiah had hidden a hundred 
rophets, and had fed them with nothing but 
read and water. But when Obadiah was alone 
and absent from the king, the prophet Elijah met 
him: and Obadiah asked him who he was; and 
when he had learned it from him, he worshipped 
him. Elijah then hade him ^0 to the kin£, and 
‘tell him that I am here ready to wait on him;” 
but Obadiah replied, “What evil have 1 done to 
thee, that thou sendest me to one whosecketh to 
kill thee, and hath sought overall the earth for 
thee? Or, wa9 he so ignorant as not to know 
that the king had left no place untouched unto 
which he had not sent persons to bring him back, 
in order, if they could take him, to have him put 
to death?” For he told him he was afraid lest 
God should appear to him again, and he should 

*■ Josephus, in his present copies, says, that a little 
wAile after the recovery of the widow’s son of Saropta, 
God sent rain upon ihc enrih; whereas, in our other 
copies, it Is after many days, 1 Kings xviii. J. Several 
years arc also intimated there, and In Josephus, sect. 2, 
as belonging to this drought nnd famine; nay, we have 
the express mention of the third year, which I suppose 
was reckoned from the rcrovery of the widow's son, 
and the reasing of this drought in Phctnicia, which, (as 
Menander informs us here) lasted one whole year. And 
both our Saviour and St. James affirm, that ihlsdrought 
lasted in nil three years and 9ix months, as their copies 
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| go away into another place, and that when the 
king should send him for Elijah, and he should 
miss of him, and not be able to find him any¬ 
where upon earth, he should be put to death. 
He desired him therefore to take care of bis pre¬ 
servation; and told him how diligently he had 
provided for those of his own profession, and had 
saved a hundred prophets, when Jezebel slew 
the rest of them, and had kept them concealed, 
and that they had been sustained by him. But Eli¬ 
jah bade him fear nothing, but go to the king; and 
he assured him upon oath, that he would certain¬ 
ly show himself to Ahab that very day. 

5. So when Obadiah had informed the king that 
Elijah was there, Ahab met him, and asked him 
in anger, “ If he were the man that afflicted the 
people of the Hebrews, and was the occasion of 
the drought they lay under.” But Elijah, with¬ 
out any liattery, said, “That he was himself the 
man, he and his house, which had brought such 
sad afflictions upon them, and that by introducing 
strange gods into their country, and worship¬ 
ping them, and by leaving their own, who was 
the only true God, and having no manner of re¬ 
gard to him.” However, he bade him go his 
way, and gather together all the people to him, 
to mount Carmel, with his own prophets, and 
those of his wife, telling him how many there 
were of them, as also the prophets of the groves, 
about four hundred in number. And as all the 
men whom Ahab sent for ran away to the fore- 
named mountain, the prophet Elijah stood in the 
midst of them, and said, “ How loog will you 
live thus in uncertainty of mind and opinion?” 
He also exhorted them, that in case they esteem¬ 
ed their own country God to be the true and 
only God, they would follow him and his com¬ 
mandments; but in case they esteemed him to 
be nothing, but had an opinion of the strange 
gods, and that they ought to worship them, his 
counsel was, that they should follow them. And 
when the multitude made no answer to what 
he said, Elijah desired, that for a trial of the 
power of the strange gods, and of their own 
God, he, who was his only prophet, while they 
had four hundred, might take a heifer, and 
kill it as a sacrifice, and lav it upon pieces of 
wood, and not kindle any fire, and tnat they 
should do the same things, and call upon their 
own gods to set the wood on fire, for if that 
were done, they would thence learn the nature 
of the true God. This proposal pleased the peo¬ 
ple. So Elijah bade the prophets to choose out 
a heifer first, and kill it, and to call on their 
gods; but when there appeared no effect of the 
prayer or invocation of tne prophets upon their 
sacrifice, Elijah derided them, and bade them 
call upon their gods with a loud voice, for they 
might either be on a journey, or asleep; and 
when these prophets had done so from morning 
till noon, and cut themselves with swords nnd 
lancets,! according to the customs of their coun¬ 
try, and he wa? about to offer his sacrifice, he 
bade [the prophets] go away, but bade [the 

f ieoplej come near nnd observe what he did, 
est he should privately hide fire among the 
pieces of wood. So upon the approach of the 
multitude, he took twelve stones, one for each 
tribe of the people of the Hebrews, and built an 
altar with tneui, and dug a very deep trench; 
and when he had laid the pieces of wood upon 

of the Old Testament then informed them, Luke iv. 25; 
James v. 17. 

t Josephus here seems 10 mean, that this drought 
affected all the habitable earth, nnd presently all the 
earth, as our Faviour says it was upon all the earth, 
Luke iv. 25. They who restrain these expressions to 
the land of Judea alone, go without sufficient authority 
or examples. 

\ Mr. Spanhcim takes notice here, that in the worship 
of Mithra (the god of the Persians.) the priests cut them 
selves in the same manner as did these priests in their 
invocaiionofCaal (the god of the Phoenician*.) 
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the altar and upon them had laid the pieces of 
the sacrifices, he ordered them to fill four barrels 
with the water of the fountain, and to pour it 
upon the altar, till it ran over it, and till the 
trench was filled with the water poured into it. 
When he had done this, he began to pray to 
God, and to invocate him to make manifest his 
power to a people that had already been in an 
error a long time: upon which words a fire came 
on a sudden from heaven in the sight of the mul¬ 
titude, and fell upon the altar, and consumed the 
sacrifice, till the very water was set on fire, and 
the place was become dry. 

6 . Now when the Israelites saw this, they fell 
down upon the ground and worshipped one God, 
and called him the great and the only true God, 
but they called the others mere names, framed 
by the evil and vile opinions of men. So they 
caught their prophets, and, at the command of 
Elijah, slew them. Elijah also said to the king, 
that he should go to dinner without any further 
concern, for that in a little time he would see 
God send them rain. Accordingly, Ahab went 
his way; but Elijah went up into the highest top 
of mount Carmel, and sat down upon the ground, 
and leaned his head upon his knees, and bade his 
servant go up to a certain elevated place, and 
look towards the sea, and when he should see a 
cloud rising any where, he should give him 
notice of it, for till that time the air had been 
clear. When the servant had gone up, and had 
said many times that he saw nothing, at the 
seventh time of his going up, he said that he saw 
a small black thing in the sky, not larger than a 
man’s foot. When Elijah heard that, he sent to 
Ahab, and desired him to go away to the city be¬ 
fore the rain came down. So he came to the 
city Jezreel; and in a little time the air was all 
obscured, and covered with clouds, and a vehe¬ 
ment storm of wind came upon the earth, and 
with it a great deal of rain; and the prophet was 
under a divine fury, and ran along with the 
king’s chariot unto Jezreel, a city of Izar [Isa- 
char.]* 

7. When Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, understood 
what signs Elijah had wrought, and how he had 
slain her propnets, she was angry, and sent mes¬ 
sengers to him, and by them threatened to kill 
him, as he had destroyed her prophets. At this 
Elijah was affrighted, and fled to the city called 
Beersheba, which is situate at the utmost limits 
of the country belonging to the tribe of Judah, 
towards the land of Edom; and there he left his 
servant, and went away into the desert. He 
prayed also that he might die, for that he was 
not better than his fathers, nor need he be very 
desirous to live, when they were dead: and he 
lay and slept under a certain tree; and when 
somebody awakened him, and he was risen np, 
he found food set by him, and water; so when ne 
had eaten and recovered his strength by that his 
food, he came to that mountain which is called 
Sinai, where it is related that Moses received 
his law's from God; and findiog there a certain 
hollow cave, he entered into it, and continued to 
make his abode in it. But when a certain voice 
came to him, hut from whence he knew not, and 
asked him, “Why he was come thither, and had 
left the city?” he said, that “because he had 
slain the prophets of the foreign gods, and had 

ersuaded the people that he nlone whom they 
ad worshipped from the beginning was God, he 
was sought for by the king’s wife to be punished 
for so doing.” And when he had heard another 
voice, telling him that he should come out the 
next dav into the open air, and should thereby 
know wnat he was to do, he came out of the cave 
the next day accordingly, when he both heard 
an earthquake, and saw the bright splendor of 

* For Tzar we may here read [wilh Coceeius) Tsachar , 
i. e. of the tribe of Isachar, for to that tribe did Jezreel 
belong; and presently at the beginning of sect. 8, as also j 
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a fire; and after a silence made, a divine noise 
exhorted him not to be disturbed with the cir¬ 
cumstances he was in, for that none of his ene¬ 
mies should have power over him. The voice 
also commanded him to return home, and to or- 
daiu Jehu, the son of Nimshi, to be king over 
their own multitude; and Hazael of Damascus, 
to be over the Syrians; and Elisha, of the city 
of Abel, to be a prophet in his stead; aod that 
of the impious multitude, some should be slain 
by Hazael, and others by Jehu. So Elijah, upon 
hearing this charge, returned into the land of 
the Hebrews. And when he found Elisha, the 
son of Shaphat, ploughing, and certain others 
with him, driving twelve yoke of oxen, he came 
to him, and cast his own garment upon him, 
upon which Elisha began to prophesy presently, 
and leaving his oxen, he followed Elijah. And 
when he desired leave to salute his parents, Eli¬ 
jah gave him leave so to do: and wheo he had 
taken his leave of them, he followed him, and 
became the disciple and the servant of Elijah all 
the days of his life. And thus have I despatched 
the affairs in which this prophet was concerned. 

8 . Now there was one Naboth of the city lzar 
[Jezreel,] who had a field adjoining to that of 
the king: the king would have persuaded him 
to sell him that his field which lay so near to 
his own lands, at what price he pleased, that he 
might join them together, and make them one 
farm; and if he would not accept of money for 
it, he gave him leave to choose any of his other 
fields in its stead. But Naboth said, he would 
not do so, but would keep the possession of that 
land of his own which ne had by inheritance 
from his father. Upon this, the king was grieved, 
as if he had received an injury, when he could 
not get another man’s possessions, and he would 
neither wash himself, nor take any food: and 
when Jezebel asked him, what it was that trou¬ 
bled him? and why he would neither wash him¬ 
self, nor eat either dinner or supper? he related 
to her the perverseness of NaDOth, and how, 
when he had made use of gentle words to him, 
and such as were beneath the royal authority, 
he had been affronted, and had not obtained what 
he desired. However, she persuaded him not 
to be cast down at this accident, but to leave off 
his grief, and return to the usual care of his body, 
for that she would take care to have Naboth pu¬ 
nished: and she immediately sent letters to the 
rulers of the Israelites [Jezreelites] in Ahab’s 
name, and commanded them to fast, and to as¬ 
semble a congregation, and to set Naboth at the 
head of them, because he was of an illustrious 
family, and to have three bold men ready to bear 
witness that he had blasphemed God and the king, 
and then to stone him, and slay him in that man¬ 
ner. Accordingly, when Naboth had been thus 
testified against, as the queen had written to 
them, that he had blasphemed against God and 
Ahab the king, she desired him to take posses¬ 
sion of Naboth’s vineyard on free cost. So Ahab 
was glad at what had been done, and rose up im¬ 
mediately from the bed whereon he lay, to go to 
see Naboth’s vineyard; but God had great indig¬ 
nation at it, and sent Elijah the prophet to the 
field of Naboth, to speak to Ahab, and to say to 
him, that “he had slain the true owner of that 
field unjustly.” And as soon as he came to him. 
aad the king had said, that he might do with him 
what he pleased, (for he thought it a reproach to 
him to be thus caught in his sin,) Elijah said, 
that “in that very place in which the dead body 
of Naboth was eaten by dogs, both his own blood 
and that of his wife should be shed, and that all 
his family should perish, because he had been 
so insolently wicked, and had slain a citizen un¬ 
justly, and contrary to the laws of the country.” 

cli. xv. sect. 4, we may read for Tzar, with one MS. near¬ 
ly, and the Scripture, Jezresl ; for that was the city 
meant in the history of Naboth. 
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Hereupon Ahab began to be sorry for the things 
ne had done, and to repent of them, and he put 
on sackcloth, and went barefoot, nnd would not 
touch any food:* he also confessed his sins, and 
endeavored thus to appease God. But God said 
to the prophet, that “ while Ahab was living he 
would put off the punishment of his family, be¬ 
cause he repented of those insolent crimes he 
had been guilty of, but that still he would fulfil 
his threatening under Ahab’s son." Which mes¬ 
sage the prophet delivered to the king. 

ciiap. xiv. 

How Hadad, King of Damascus and of Syria , 
made two Expeditions against Ahab , ana was 
beaten. 

$ 1. When the affairs of Ahab were thus, at 
that very time the son of Hadad [Benhadad,] 
who was king of the Syrians and of Damascus, 
got together an army out of all his country, and 
procured thirty-two kings beyond Euphrates to 
be his auxiliaries: so he luade an expedition 
against Ahab; but because Ahab’s army was not 
like that of Benhadad’s, he did not set it in array 
to fight him, but having shut up every thing 
that was in the countrv, in the strongest cities 
he had, he abode in Samaria himself, for the 
walls about it were very strong, and it appeared 
to be not easily to be taken in other respects also. 
So the king of Syria took his army with him. 
and came to Samaria, and placed his army round 
about the city, and besieged it. He also sent a 
nerald to Ahab, and desired he would admit the 
ambassadors he would send him, by whom he 
would let him know his pleasure. So upon the 
king of Israel’s permission for him to send, 
those ambassadors came, and, by their king’s 
command, spake thus: that “ Ahab’s riches, and 
his children, and his wives, were Benhadad’s, 
and if he would make an agreement, and give 
him leave to take as much ot what he had as he 
pleased, he would withdraw his army, and leave 
off the siege." Upon this, Ahab bade the am¬ 
bassadors to go back, and tell their king, that 
both he himself, and all that he had, were his 
possessions. And when these ambassadors had 
told this to Benhadad, he sent to him again, and 
desired, since he confessed that all he had was 
his, that he would admit those servants of his 
which he should send the next day; and he com¬ 
mended him to deliver to those whom he should 
send, whatsoever, upon their searching his pa¬ 
lace, and the houses of his friends and kindred, 
they should find to be excellent in its kind, but 
what did not please them they should leave to 
him. At this second embassage of the king of 
Syria, Ahab was surprised, and gathered to¬ 
gether the multitude to a congregation, and told 
them, “ That for himself he was ready, for their 
safety and peace, to give up his own wives and 
children to the enemy, and to yield to him all 
his own possessions, for that was what the Syrian 
king required at his first embassage; but that 
now he desires to send his servants to search all 
their houses, and in them to leave nothing that is 


excellent in its kind, seeking an occasion of fight 
ing against him, as knowing that I would not 
spare what is mine own for your sakes, but taking 
a handle from the disagreeable terms he offers 
concerning you to bring a war upon us; however, 
I will do what you resolve is fit to be done." But 
the multitude advised him to hearken to none of 
his proposals, but to despise him, and be in rea¬ 
diness to fight him. Accordingly, when he had 
given the ambassadors this answer to be report¬ 
ed, that "he still continued in the mind to com¬ 
ply with what terms he at first desired, for the 
safety of the citizens; but a9 for his second de¬ 
sires, he cannot submit to them," he dismissed 
them. 

2. Now when Benhadad heard this, he had in¬ 
dignation, and sent ambassadors to Ahab the third 
time, and threatened that his army *' would raise 
a bank higher than those walls, in confidence of 
whose strength he despised him, and that by only 
each man ofliis army taking a handful of earth;" 
hereby making a show of the great number of 
his army, and aiming to affright him. Ahab an¬ 
swered, that “he ought not to vaunt himself 
when he had only put on his armor, but when 
he should have conquered his enemies in the 
battle." So the ambassadors came back, and 
found the king at supper with his thirty-two 
kings, and informed him of Ahab’s answer; who 
then immediately gave order for proceeding thus: 
To make lines round the city, anti raise a bulwark, 
and to prosecute the siege all manner of ways. 
Now as this was doing, Ahab was in a great ago¬ 
ny, and all his people with him; but he took cou¬ 
rage, and was freed from his fears, upon a cer¬ 
tain prophet’s coming to him, and saying to him, 
that “ God had promised to subdue so many ten 
thousands of his enemies under him." And when 
he inquired by whose means the victory was to 
be obtained, he said, “ By the sons of the princes, 
but under thy conduct as their leader, by reason 
of their unskilfulness [in war.”] Upon which 
he called for the sons of the princes, and found 
them to be two hundred thirty and two persons. 
So when he was informed that the king of Syria 
had betaken himself to feasting and repose, he 
opened the gates, and sent out the princes’ sons. 
Now when the sentinels had told Benhadad of 
it, he sent some to meet them, and commanded 
them, that if these men were come out for fight¬ 
ing, they should bind them and bring them to 
him; and that if they came out peaceably, they 
should do the same. Now Aliao had another 
army ready within the walls, but the sons of the 
princes fell upon the out-guard, and slew many 
of them, and pursued the rest of them to the 
camp; and when the king of Israel saw that 
these had the upprr hand, he sent out all the rest 
of his army, which falling suddenly upon the Sy¬ 
rians, beat them, for they did not think they would 
have come out; on which account it was that 
they assaulted them when they were nakedf and 
drunk, insomuch that they left all their armor 
behind them when they fled out of the camp, and 
the king himself escaped with difficulty, by fly¬ 
ing away on horseback: hut Ahab went a great 


* “ The Jews weep io this tlay, (says Jerome, here ci¬ 
ted by Rein ml,) nnd roll themselves upon Backcloth in 
nshes, barefoot, upon such occasions.” To which Ppan- 
lieiin adds, •• ihai after ihe same manner llcrnicc, when 
her life was in dancer, stood at the tribunal of Floru«, 
barefoot. ” Of the War, h. ii. rli. xv.sect. I. ?cc the 
like of Dnvid, 2 Sain. xv. I’U; Antiq. h. vii. eh. ix. sect. 2. 

fMr. Relnnd notes here very truly, that the word 
vakeddocs not always signify entirely n/i' rd.hut some¬ 
times without men’s usual nrmor, without their usual 
robCB or upper garments: os when Virgil bids the hus¬ 
bandman plow naked anil sow naked; when Josephus 
Fays, Antiq. h. iv. ch. iii. sect. 2, that Cod had given 
the Jews the securiiy of nrmor when they were naked; 
and when lie here says, Hint Ahab fell on the Syrians 
when they were both nuked and drunk; when, Antiq. 
b. xi. ehap. v. sect. 8, he says, that Nchcmiali command¬ 


ed those Jews Hint were building the walls of Jerusa¬ 
lem, to take care to have their armor on upon orension, 
tlmt the enemy might not fall upon them naked. 1 may 
ndd, that ihernse seems to he the same in the Scripture, 
when it says, that Saul lay down naked among the pro 
phets, l Sam. xix. 21; when it says. Hint Isaiah walked 
naked and barefoot, lsniah xx. 2,3; nnd when it says 
that Peter, heforc he pirt his fisher’s coat to him, vvns 
naked, John xxi. 7. What is said of David also gives 
light to this, who was reproached hy Michal for dancing 
before the ark and uncovering himself in the eyes of the 
handmaids, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly **- 
c orrrefh himself, 2 Sain. vi. 1-1,20: yet it is there ex¬ 
pressly said, vcr. 1 -1, that David was girded with a lintn 
ephnd, i. e. he bad laid nside bis rohes of state, and put 
on the snrcrdotnl, Levitical, or sacred garments, proper 
for such a solemnity 
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wav in pursuit of the Syrians; and when they 
hao spoiled their camp, which contained a great 
deal of wealth, and moreover a large quantity 
of gold and silver, he took Benhadad’s chariots 
and horses, and returned to the city; but as the 
prophet told him, he ought to have his army 
ready, because the Syrian king would make ano¬ 
ther expedition against him the next year, Ahab 
was busy in making provision for it accordingly. 

3. Now Benhadad, when he had saved himself 
and as much of his army as he could, out of the 
battle, he consulted with his friends how he might 
make another expedition against the Israelites. 
Now those friends advised him not to fight with 
them on the hills, because their God was potent 
in such places, and thence it had come to pass 
that they had very lately been beaten; but they 
said, that if they joined battle with them in the 

lain, they should beat them. They also gave 

im this farther advice, to send home those kings 
whom he had brought as his auxiliaries, but to 
retain their army, and to set captains over it in¬ 
stead of the kings, and to raise an army out of 
their country, and let them be in the place of 
the former who perished in the battle, together 
with horses and chariots. So he judged their 
counsel to be good, and acted according to it in 
the management of the army. 

4. At the beginning of tbe spring, Benhadad 
took his army with him, and led it against the He¬ 
brews; and when he was come to a certain city 
which was called Aphek, he pitched his camp in 
the great plain. Ahab also went to meet nim 
with his army, and pitched his camp over against 
him, although his army was a very small one, in 
comparison to that of the enemy: but the prophet 
came again to him, and told him, that “God would 
give him the victory, that he might demonstrate 
his own power to be, not only on the mountains, 
but on the plains also;” which it seems was con¬ 
trary to the opinion of the Syrians. So they lay 
quiet in their camp seven days, but on the last of 
those days, when the enemies came out of their 
camp, and put themselves in array in order to 
fight, Ahab also brought out his ownprmy, and 
when the battle was joined, and they fought va¬ 
liantly, he put the enemy to flight, and pursued 
them, and pressed upon them, and slew them; 
nay, they were destroyed by their own chariots, 
and by one another; nor could any more than a 
few of them escape to their own city Aphek, who 
were also killed by the walls falling upon them, 
being in number twenty-seven thousand.* Now 
there were slain in this battle a hundred thou¬ 
sand more: but Benhadad, the king of the Sy¬ 
rians, fled away, with certain others of his most 
faithful servants, and hid himself in a cellar un¬ 
der ground: and when these told him that the 
kings of Israel were humane and merciful men, 
and that they might make use of the usual man¬ 
ner of supplication, and obtain deliverance from 
Ahab, in case he would give them leave to go to 
him, he gave them leave accordingly. So they 

* Josephus's number, two myriads and seven thou¬ 
sand, agrees here with that inour other copies, ns those 
that were slain hy the falling down of the walls of 
Aphek: hut I suspected at first that this number in Jo¬ 
sephus’s present copies could not he his original num¬ 
ber, because he calls them bx*> o«, a few, which could 
hardly he said of so many as twenty seven thousand, 
and because of the improbability of The fall of a particu¬ 
lar wall’s killing so many; yet, when 1 consider Jose¬ 
phus's next words, how the rest which were slain in 
the battle were ten other myriads, that twenty seven 
thousand are Imt a few in comparison of one hundred 
thousand; nnd that it was not a wall, as in our English 
version, hut the wall, or the entire walls of the city, that 
fell down, as in nil the originals. 

f This manner of supplication for men’s lives among 
the Syrians, with ropes or halters about their heads or 
necks, is, I suppose, no strange thing in later ages, even 
in our own country. 

Ill is here remarkable,that in Josephus’s copy this 
prophet, whose severe annunciation of a disobedient 
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came to Ahah, clothed in sackcloth, with rop^s 
about their heads,f (for this was the ancient 
manner of supplication among the Syrians,) and 
said, that “ Benhadad desired he would save 
him, and that he would ever be a servant to hint 
for that favor. Ahab replied, “he was glad 
that he was alive, and not hurt in the battle.” 
And he further promised him the same honor 
and kindness that a man would show to his bro¬ 
ther. So they received assurances upon oath 
from him, that when he came to him, ne should 
receive no harm from him, and then went and 
brought him out of the cellar wherein he was 
hid, and brought him to Ahab as he sat in his 
chariot. So Benhadad worshipped him; and 
Ahab gave him his hand, and bade him come up 
to him into his chariot, and kissed him, and bade 
him be of good cheer, and not to expect that any 
mischief was to be done to him. So Benhadad 
returned him thanks, and professed that he 
would remember his kindness to him all the 
days of his life; and promised he would restore 
those cities of the Israelites which the former 
kings had taken from them, and grant that he 
should have leave to come to Damascus, as his 
forefathers had come to Samaria. So they con¬ 
firmed their covenant by oaths, and Ahab made 
him many presents, and sent him back to his 
own kingdom. And this was the conclusion of 
that war that Benhadad made against Ahab and 
the Israelites. 

5. But a certain prophet, whose name was 
Micaiah,}: came to one of the Israelites, and 
bade him smite him on the head, for by so doing 
he would please God; but when he would not do 
so, he foretold to him, that since he disobeyed 
the commands of God, he should meet with a 
lion and be destroyed hy him. When this sad 
accident had befallen the man, the prophet came 
again to another, and gave him the same injunc¬ 
tion, so he smote him, and wounded his skull;* 
upon which he bound up his head, and came to 
the king, and told him, that he had been a sol¬ 
dier of his, and had the custody of one of the 
prisoners committed to him by an officer, and 
that the prisoner being run away, he was in dan 
ger of losing his own life by tlie means of that 
officer, who had threatened him, that if the pri¬ 
soner escaped, he would kill him. And wnen 
Ahab had said, that he would justly die, he took 
off' the binding about his head, and was known 
by the king to be Micaiah the prophet, who 
made use ot this artifice as a prelude to his fol¬ 
lowing words; for he said, tnat “God would 
punish him, who had suffered Benhadad, a blas¬ 
phemer against him, to escape punishment; and 
that he would so bring it about, that he should 
die by the other’s means, and his people by the 
other’s army.’j| Upon which Ahab was very 
angry at the proplut, and gave commandment 
that’he should be put in prison, and there kept; 
but for himself, he was in confusion at the words 
of Micaiah, and returned to his own house. 

person’s slaughter hy a lion had lately come to pass, 
was no other than Mirninh, the son of Judah, who, as 
he now denounced Clod’s judgment on disobedient 
Ahab, seems directly to have been that very prophet 
whom the smite Ahah in 1 Kings xxii. 8, 18, complains 
of, as one whom he hated, because he did not prophesy 
pood concerning him, but evil, and who in that chap¬ 
ter openly repeats his denunciations against him; all 
which came to pass accordingly: nor is there imy reason 
to doubt but this and the former were Hie very same 
prophet. 

11 What is most remarkable in this history,and in ma¬ 
ny histories on other occasions in the Old Testament, 
is this, that during the Jewish theocracy God acted en¬ 
tirely ns t*'e supreme king of Isrnel, and the supreme 
senern 1 of their armies, and always expected that the 
Israelites should he in such absolute subjection to him, 
their supreme and heavenly king, and general of their 
armies, as subjects anil soldiers are to their earthly 
kings and generals, and that usually without knowuig 
ifie particular reasons of their injunctions. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Concerning Jehoshaphat, the King of Jerusalem; 
and how Ahab made an Expedition against the 
Syrians, and teas assisted therein by Jehosha - 
phat, but i vas himself overcome in Battle , and 
perished therein. 

^ 1. And these were the circumstances in 
which Ahab was. But I now return to Jehosha- 
phat, the king of Jeru>alem, who, when he had 
augmented his kingdom, and had set garrisons 
in the cities of the countries belonging to his 
subjects, and had put such garrisons no less into 
those cities which were taken out of the tribe 
of Ephraim, by his grandfather Abijah, when Je¬ 
roboam reigned over the ten tribes, [than he did 
into the other:] but then be had God favorable 
and assisting to him, as being both righteous and 
religious, and seeking to do somewhat every day, 
that should be agreeable and acceptable to God. 
The kings also that were round about him, ho¬ 
nored him with the presents they made him, till 
the riches that he had acquired were immensely 
great, and the glory he had gained was of a most 
exalted nature. 

2 . Now, in the third year of his reign, he call¬ 
ed together the rulers of the country, and the 

f iriests, and commanded them to go round the 
and, and teach all the people that were under 
him, city by city, the laws of Moses, and to keen 
them, and to be diligent in the worship of Goct. 
With this the whole multitude was so pleased, 
that they were not so eagerly set upon, or affected 
with any thing so much as the observation of the 
laws. The neighboring nations also continued to 
love Jehoshaphat, and to be at peace with him. 
The Philistines paid their appointed tribute; and 
the Arabians supplied him every year with three 
hundred and sixty Iambs, and as many kids of 
the goats. He also fortified the great cities, 
whicn were many in number, and of great con¬ 
sequence. He prepared also a mighty army of 
soldiers and weapons against their enemies. Now 
the army of men that wore their armor, were 
three hundred thousand of the tribe of Judah, of 
whom Adnah was the chief; but John was chief 
of two hundred thousand; the same man was 
chief of the tribe of Benjamin, and had two 
hundred thousand archers under him. There 
was another chief, whose name was Jehozabad, 
who had a hundred and fourscore thousand arm¬ 
ed men. This multitude was distributed to be 
ready for the king’s service, besides those whom 
he sent to the best fortified cities. 

3. Jehoshaphat took for his son Jehoram to 
wife, the daughter of Ahab, the king of the ten 
tribes, whose name was Athaliah. And when, 
after some time, he went to Samaria, Ahab re¬ 
ceived him courteously, and treated the army 
that followed him in a splendid manner,with great 
plenty of corn and wine, and of slain beasts; and 
desired that he would join with him in his war 
against the king of Syria, that he might recover 
from him the city Ramoth, in Gilead ; for though 
it had belonged to his father, jet had the king 
of Syria’s father taken it away from him; and 
upon Jehoshaphat’s promise to afford him as¬ 
sistance, (for indeed his army wa« not inferior 
to the other’s,^ and his sending for his army from 
Jerusalem to Samaria, the two kings went out of 
the city, and each of them sat on his own throne, 
and each gave their orders to their several armies. 
Now Jehoshaphat bade them call some of the 
prophets, if there were any there, and inquire of 
them concerning this expedition against the king 
of Syria, whether they would give them counsel 
to make that expedition nt this time, fur there 

♦These reasonings of %edekinh,lhc false prophet, in 
order to persuade Ahab not to believe Micainh, the true 
prophet, are plausible, but bclnp omiUed In our other co¬ 
pies, wo eannol now lei! whence Josephus had them, 
whether from his own temple copy, from sonic other ori- 


was peace at that time between Ahab and the 
king of Syria, which had lasted tjiree years, from 
the time he had taken him captive till that day. 

4. So Ahab called his own prophets, being iu 
number about four hundred, and bade them in¬ 
quire of God whether he would grant him the 
victory, if he made an expedition against Benha- 
dad, and enable him to overthrow that city, for 
whose sake it was that he was going to war. 
Now these prophets gave their counsel for mak¬ 
ing this expedition; and said, that “he would 
beat the king of Syria, and, as formerly, would 
reduce him under his power.” But Jehoshaphat, 
understanding by their words that they were 
false prophets, asked Ahab, whether there were 
not some other prophet, and he belonging to the 
true God, that we may have surer information 
concerning futurities'? Hereupon Ahab said, 
“ there was indeed such a one, but that he hated 
him, as having prophesied evil to him, and having 
foretold that he should be overcome, and slain by 
the king of Syria, and that for this cause he had 
him now in prison, and that his name was Micai- 
ah, the son of Imlah.” But upon Jehoshaphat’s 
desire that he might be produced, Ahab sent a 
eunuch, who brought Micaiah to him. Now the 
eunuch had informed him by the way, that all the 
other prophets had foretold that the king shoulo 
gain the victory; but he said, that “it was not 
lawful for him to lie against God, but that he 
must speak what he should say to him about the 
king, whatsoever it were.” When he came to 
Ahab, and he had adjured him upon oath to 
speak the truth to him, he said, that “God 
had showed to him the Israelites running away, 
and pursued by the Syrians, and dispersed upon 
the mountains by them, as are flocks of sheep 
dispersed when their shepherd is slain.” He said 
farther, that “God signified to him, that those 
Israelites should return in peace to their own 
home, and that he only should fall iu battle." 
When Micaiah had thus spoken, Ahab said to Je¬ 
hoshaphat, “ 1 told thee a little while ago the 
disposition of the man with regard to me, and 
that he uses to prophesy evil to me.” Upon 
which Micaiah replied, that “ he ought to hear 
all, whatsoever it be, that God foretells; and 
that in particular, they were false prophets that 
encouraged him to make this war in hope of 
victory, whereas he must fight and be killed.” 
Whereupon the king was in suspense with him¬ 
self: but Zedekiah, one of those false pro¬ 
phets, came near, and exhorted him not to 
hearken to Micaiah, for he did not at nil speak 
truth; as n demonstration of which, he instanced 
in what Elijah had said, who was a better pro- 

[ )het in foretelling futurities than Micaiah;* for 
le foretold, That “the dogs should lick his 
blood in (he city of Jezreel, in the field of Naboth, 
as they licked the blood of Naboth, who by bis 
means was there stoned to death by the mul¬ 
titude;’’ that therefore it was plain that this 
Micaiah was a liar, as contradicting a greater 
prophet than himself, and saying, that he would 
oc Main at three days’ journey distance. And 
[said he] you shall suon know whether he be a 
true prophet, and hath the power of the Divine 
Spirit; lor I will smite him, and let him then 
hurt iny hand, as Jadon caused the hand of Je¬ 
roboam the king to wither when he would hove 
caught him; for 1 suppose thou hast certainly 
heard of that accident.” So when, upon his 
smiting Micaiah, no harm happened to him, 
Ahab took courage, and readily led his nrmy 
against the king of Syria, for, as I suppose, fate 
was too hard for him, and made him believe that 
the false prophets.spake truer than the true one, 

pinal author, or from rertain ancient notes. That some 
such plausible objection wnanow raised apalnsl Micaiah 
is very likely, otherwise Jehosha phat,who need to disbe¬ 
lieve all such false prophets, ronld never have been indu¬ 
ced to accompany Ahab in these desperate circumstances. 
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that it mighv take an occasion of bringing him to 
Bis end. However, Zedekiah made horns of 
iron, and said to Ahab, that “God made those 
horns signals, that by them he should overthrow 
all Syria.” But Micaiah replied, that “Zedekiah 
in a few days should go from one secret chamber 
to another, to hide himself, that he might escape 
the punishment of his lying.” Then did the king 
give orders that they should take Micaiah away, 
and guard him to Amon, the governor of the 
city, and to give him nothing but bread and water. 

5. Then aid Ahab, and Jehoshaphat, the king 
of Jerusalem, take their forces, and marched to 
Kamoth, a city of Gilead; and when the king of 
Syria heard of this expedition, he brought out 
his army to oppose them, and pitched his camp 
not far from Kamoth. IVow Ahab and Jehosha¬ 
phat had agreed, that Ahab should lay aside his 
royal robes,* but that the king of Jerusalem 
should put on his [Ahab’s] proper habit, and 
6 tand before the army, in order to disprove, by 
this artifice, what Micaiah had foretold; but 
Ahab’s fate found him out without his robes; for 
Benhadad, the king of Syria, had charged his 
army, by the means of their commanders, to kill 
nobody else but only the king of Israel. So 
when the Syrians, upon their joining battle with 
the Israelites, saw Jehoshaphat stand before the 
army, and conjectured that he was Ahab, they 
fell violently upon him, and encompassed him 
round; but when they were near, and knew that 
it was not he, they all returned back; and while 
the fight lasted from the morning-light till late 
in the evening, and the Syrians were conquer¬ 
ors, they killed nobody, as their king had com¬ 
manded them. And when they sought to kill 
Ahab alone, but could not fitid him, there was a 
young nobleman belonging to king Benhadad, 
whose name was ISTaaman; he drew his bow 
against the enemy, and wounded the king through 
his breastplate, in his lungs. Upon this, Ahab 

* This reading of Josephus, that Jehoshaphat put on, 
not his own. hut Ahab’s rohes, in order 10 appear to lie 
Ahab, while Ahab was without any robes at all, and 
hoped thereby to escape his own evil fate, and disprove 
Micaiah’s prophecy against him, is exceeding probable. 
It gives great light also to this whole history, and shows, 
that although Ahab hoped Jehoshaphat would he mis¬ 
taken for him, and run the only risk of being slain in 
the battle, yet was he entirely disappointed, while still 
the escape of the good man Jehoshaphat, and the 
slaughter of the had man Ahab, demonstrated the creat 
distinction that Divine Providence made betwixt them. 
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resolved not to make his mischance know* 
to his army, lest they should run away, but he 
bade the driver of his chariot to turn it back, and 
carry him out of the battle, because he was sore 
ly and mortally wounded; however, he sat in his 
chariot and endured the pain till sunset, and then 
he fainted away and died. 

6 . And now the Syrian army, upon the coming 
of the night, retired to their camp; and when 
the herald belonging to the camp gave notice 
that Ahab was dead, they returned home; and 
they took the dead body of Ahab to Samaria, and 
buried it there; but when they had washed his 
chariot, in the fountain of Jezreel, which was 
bloody with the dead body of the king, they 
acknowledged that the prophecy of Elijah was 
true, for the dogs licked nis blood, and the har¬ 
lots continued afterward to wash themselves in 
that fountain; but still he died at Ramoth, as Mi¬ 
caiah had foretold. And as what things were fore¬ 
told should happen to Ahab, by the two prophets, 
came to pass, we ought thence to have high no¬ 
tions of God, and every where to honor and 
worship him, and never to suppose that what is 
pleasant and agreeable is worthy of belief before 
what is true, and to esteem nothing more advan¬ 
tageous than the gift of prophecy,f and that fore¬ 
knowledge of future events which is derived 
from it, since God shows men thereby what we 
ought to avoid. We may also guess, from what 
happened to this king, and have reason to con¬ 
sider the power of fate, that there is no way of 
avoiding it, even when we know it. It creeps 
upon human souls, and flatters them with pleas¬ 
ing hopes, till it leads them about to the place 
where it will be too hard for them. Accordingly, 
Ahab appears to have been deceived thereby, 
till he disbelieved those that foretold his defeat, 
but by giving credit to such as foretold what was 
grateful to him, was slain: and his son Ahaziah 
succeeded him. 

t We have here a very wise reflection of Josephus 
about Divine Providence, and what is derived from it, 
prophecy , and the inevitable certainty of its accomplish¬ 
ment; and that when wicked men think thay take pro¬ 
per methods to elude what is denounced against them, 
and to escape the divine judgments thereby threatened 
them, without repentance, they are ever by Providence 
infatuated to bring about their own destruction, and 
thereby withal to demonstrate the perfect veracity of 
that God whose predictions they in vain endeavor to 
elude. 


BOOK IX. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS.—FROM THE 
DEATH OF AHAB TO THE CAPTIVITY OF THE TEN TRIBES. 


CHAP. I. 

Concerning Jehoshaphat again; hou' he constitu¬ 
ted Judges, and , by God's Assistajice , overcame 
his Enemies. 

5 1. When Jehoshaphat the king was come to 
Jerusalem, from the assistance he had afforded 
Ahab, the king of Israel, when he fought with 
Benhadad king of Syria, the prophet Jehu met 
him, and accused him for assisting Ahab, a man 
both impious and wicked; and said to him, that 
“God was displeased with him for so doing, but 
that he delivered him from the enemy, notwith¬ 
standing he had sinned, because of his own pro¬ 
per disposition, which was good.” Whereupon 
the king betook himself to thanksgivings and 
sacrifices to God: after which he presently went 
over all that country which he ruled round about, 

♦These judges, constituted by Jehoshaphat, were a 
kind of Jerusalem Sanhedrim, out of the priests, the 
Levites, and the principal of the people, botli here and 
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and taught the people, as well the laws which 
God gave them by Moses, as that religious wor¬ 
ship that was due to him. He also constituted 
judges in every one of the cities of his kingdom; 
and charged them “to have regard to nothing 
so much in judging the multitude as to do jus¬ 
tice, and not to be moved by bribes, nor bv the 
dignity of men eminent for either their riches or 
their high birth, but to distribute justice equally 
to all, as knowing that God is conscious of every 
secret notion of theirs.” When he had himself 
instructed them thus, and gone over every city 
of the two tribes, he returned to Jerusalem. He 
there nlso constituted judges out of the priests 
and the Levites,* and principal persons of the 
multitude, and admonished them to pass all their 
sentences with care and justice. Aud that if 
any of the people of his country had differences 

2Chron. xix.8, much like the old Christian judicatures 
of the bishop, the presbyters, the deacons, and th« peo¬ 
ple. 
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ol great consequence, they should send them out 
of the other cities to these judges, who would 
he obliged to give righteous sentences concerning 
luch causes; and this with the greater care, be¬ 
cause it is proper that the sentences which are 
given in that city wherein the temple ot* God is, 
and wherein the king dwells, be given with great 
care, and the utmost justice. Notv he set over 
them Ainariah the priest, and Zebadiah, [both] 
cf the tribe ot‘ Judah: and after this manner it 
v.ns that the king ordered these affairs. 

2. About this time the Moabites and Ammon¬ 
ites made an expedition against Jehoshaphat, 
and took with them a great body of Arabians, 
and pitched their camp at Kngedi, a city that is 
situate at the lake Asphallitis, and distant three 
hundred furlongs from Jerusalem. In tint place, 
grows the best kind of palm-trees, and the opo- 
balsamuiu.* Now Jehoshaphat heard that the 
enemies had passed over the lake, and had made 
an irruption into that country which belonged to 
his kingdom; at which news he was affrighted, 
and called the people of Jerusalem to a congre¬ 
gation in the temple, and standing over against 
the temple itself, he called upon God “to afford 
him power and strength, so as to inllict punish¬ 
ment on those that made this expedition against 
them, (for that those who built this his temple, 
had prayed that he would protect that city, and 
take vengeance on those that were 90 bold as to 
come against it,]) for they are come to take from 
us that land which thou hast given us for a pos¬ 
session.” When he had prayed thus, lie fell into 
tears; and the whole multitude, together with 
their wives and children, made their supplica¬ 
tions also: upon which a certain prophet, Jaha- 
ziel by name, came into the midst of the as¬ 
sembly, and cried out, and spake both to the 
multitude and to the king, that God heard their 
prayers, and promised to right against their ene¬ 
mies. He also gave order that the king should 
draw his forces out the next day, for that he 
should find them between Jerusalem and the as¬ 
cent of Engedi, at a place called the Eminence, 
and that he should not fight against them, but 
only stand still, and see how God would right 
against them. When the prophet bad said this, 
both the king and the multitude fell upon their 
faces, and gave thanks to God, and worshipped 
him; and the Levites continued singing hymns 
to God with their instruments of muaic. 

3. As soon as it was day, and the king was 
come into that wilderness which is under the 
city of Tekoa, he said to the multitude, that 
“ they ought to give credit to w hat the prophet 
had said, and not to set themselves in array for 
fighting, hut to set the priests with their trum¬ 
pets, and the Levites, with the singers of hymns, 
to give thanks to God, ns having already deliver¬ 
ed our country from our enemies.” This opinion 
of the king pleased [the people,] and they did 
what lie advised them to do. So God caused a 
terror and commotion to nrise among the Am¬ 
monites, who thought one another to be enemies, 
and slew one another, insomuch that not one 
man out of so great an army escaped; and when 
Jehoshaphat looked upon that valley wherein 
thiir enemies had been encamped, and saw' it 
full of dead men, he rejoiced at so surprising an 
event, as was this assistance of God, while lie. 
himself, by his own power, and without tlirir la¬ 
bor, had given them the victory. He also gave 

* Concerning this precious balsam, see the note on 
Antiq. b.viii. ebap. vl. sect.G. 

■’What are here Pontus and Thrace , as the places 
whilher Jchoshaphni’s licet sailed, arc in our other 
copies Ophir and Tars hit A, and i lie place whence it 
■ailed Is In them Eziovgeber, which lay on the Red 
Sea, whence it was impossible for any ships to sail to 
Pontusor Thrace; so 1 hat Josephus’s copy differed from 
onr other copies, ns is farther plain from tils own words, 
which render what wc read, that the ships i cere bro- 
ktn ai Eziongeber, from their unwieldy greatness. 


his army leave to take the prey of the enemies 
camp, and to spoil their dead bodies; and indeed 
so they did for three days together, till they were 
weary, so great was the number of the slain; 
and on the fourth day, all the people were ga¬ 
thered together unto a certain hollow place or 
valley, and blessed God for his power and assist¬ 
ance, from which the place had this name given 
it, The Valley of [Berachah, or] Blessing. 

4. And when the king had brought hi< army 
back to Jerusalem, lie betook himself to cele¬ 
brate festivals, and offer sacrifices, and this for 
many days. And, indeed, after this destruction 
of their enemies, and when it came to the ears 
of the foreign nations, they were all greatly af¬ 
frighted, as supposing that God would openly 
fight for him hereafter. So Jehoshaphat from 
that time In ed in great glory and splendor, oc 
account of his righteousness and Ins piety to¬ 
wards God. He was also in friendship with 
Ahab’s son, who was king of Israel: and he 
joined with him in the building of ships that 
were to sail to l’ontus,f and the traffic cities 
of Thrnce; but lie failed of bis gains, for the 
ships were destroyed by being so great [and un¬ 
wieldy;] on which account iie was no longer 
concerned about shipping. And this is the his 
torv of Jehoshaphat the king of Jerusalem. 

CHAP. IJ. 

Concerning- Ahaziah , the King of Israel, and 
again cojicerning the Prophet Elijah. 

51. And now Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, reigned 
over Israel, and made his abode, in Samaria. He 
was a wicked man, and, in all respects, like to 
both his parents, arid to Jeroboam, who first of 
all transgressed, and began to deceive the people-. 
On the second year of his reign, the king of 
Moab fell off from his obedience, and left off 
pa\ing those tributes which he before paid to his 
father Aliab. Now it happened that Ahaziah, as 
he was coming down from the top of his house, 
fell down from it, and in his sickness sent to the 
Flv,+ which was the god of Ekron, for ihut was 
this god’s name, to inquire about his recovery: 
but the God of the Hebrews appeared to Elijah 
the prophet, and commanded hnu to go and meet 
the messengers that were sent, and to ask them, 
“Whether the people of Israel had not a God of 
their own, that the king sent to a foreign god tc 
inquire about his recovery? and to bid them re¬ 
turn, and tell the king, that he would not escape 
this disease.” And w hen Elijah had performed 
w’hat God had commanded him, and the messen¬ 
gers had heard what he said, they returned to 
the king immediately; and when the king won¬ 
dered now they could return so soon, and asked 
them the reason of it, they said, that “a certain 
man met them, and forbade them to go any far¬ 
ther, but to return and tell thee, from the com¬ 
mand of the God of Israel, that this disease will 
have a bad end.” And when the king bade them 
describe the man that said this to them, they re¬ 
plied, “that lie was a hairy man, and was girt 
about with a girdle of leather.” So the king un¬ 
derstood by’ this that the man who was described 
bv the messengers was Elijah; whereupon he 
sent a captain to him, will) fifty soldiers, and 
commanded them to bring Elijah to him; and 
when the captain that was sent found Elijah sit¬ 
ting upon the lop of a hill, he commanded him 

But so far we may conclude, that Josephus thought 
one Ophir 10 he somew-hcre in the Mcdiierranean, and 
not in the South Sea, (hough perhaps there might he 
another Ophir in the South Sea also, and that fleets 
might then sail both from Phonicia, and from the Red 
Sea, to fetch the gold of Ophir . 

I This god of flies seems to have heen so called, as 
was the like god a mom: the (Ireeks, from his supposed 
power over flies in driving them away from the flesh 
of their sacrifices, which otherwise would have been 
very troublesome tu them. 
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to come down, and to come to the king, for so he 
had enjoined; but that in case he refused, they 
would carry him by force. Elijah said to him, 
“That you may have a trial whether I be a true 
prophet, I will pray that lire may fall from hea¬ 
ven,* and destroy both the soldiers and yourself.” 
So he prayed, and a whirlwind of fire fell [from 
heaven,] and destroyed the captain,and those that 
were with him. And when tne king was inform¬ 
ed of the destruction of these men, he was very 
angry, and sent another captain with the like 
number of armed men that were sent before. 
And when this captain also threatened the pro¬ 
phet, that unless he came down of his own ac¬ 
cord, he would take him and carry him away; 
upon his prayer against him, the fire [from hea¬ 
ven] slew this captain as well as the other. And 
when, upon inquiry, the king was informed of 
what had happened, to him, he sent out a third 
captain. But when this captain, who was a wise 
man, and of a mild disposition, came to the place 
where Elijah happened to be, and spake civilly to 
him; and said, that “he knew that it was without 
his own consent, and only in submission to the 
king’s command, that he came unto him; and 
that those that came before did not coine will- 
ingly, but on the same account: he therefore 
desired him to have pity on those armed men 
that were with him; and that he would come 
down and follow him to the king.” So Elijah 
accepted of his discreet words and courteous be¬ 
havior, aud came down and followed him. And 
when he cauie to the king, he prophesied to him, 
and told him, that “God saia, Since thou hast 
despised him as not being God, and so unable to 
foretell the truth about thy distemper, but hast 
sent to the god of Ekron to inquire of him what 
will be the end of this ihy distemper, know this, 
that thon shalt die.” 

2. Accordingly, the king in a very little time 
died, as Elijah had foretold; but Jehoram his 
brother succeeded him in the kingdom, for he 
died without children: but for this Jehoram. he 
was like his father Ahab in wickedness, and 
reigned twelve years, indulging himself in all 
sorts of wickedness and impiety towards God; 
for, leaving off his worship, he worshipped fo¬ 
reign gods: but iu other respects he was an ac¬ 
tive man. Now at this time it was that Elijah 
disappeared from among men, and no one knows 
of his death to this very day; but he left behind 
him his disciple Elisha, as we have formerly de¬ 
clared. And indeed, as to Elijah, and as to Enoch, 
who was before the deluge, it is written in the 
sacred books that they disappeared, but so that 
nobody knew that they' died. 

CHAP. III. 

How Joram and Jehoshaphat made an Expedition 

against the Moabites; as also concerning the 

Wonders of Elisha; and the death of Jehosha¬ 
phat. 

J 1. When Joram had taken upon him the 
kingdom, he determined to make an expedition 

* It is commonly esteemed a very cruel action of Eli¬ 
jah, when he called for a fire from heaven, and con¬ 
sumed no fewer than two captains and a hundred sol¬ 
diers, and this for no other crime than obeying the or¬ 
ders of their king, in attempting to seize him; and it is 
owned by our Saviour 1 hat it was an instance of greater 
severity than the spirit of the New Testament allows, 
Luke ix. 54. But then we must consider, that it is not 
unlikely that these captains and soldiers believed that 
they were sent to fetcli the prophet, that he might be 
put to death for foretelling the death of the king, and 
this while they knew him to be Hie prophet of the irue 
God, the supreme king of Israel, (for they were still un¬ 
der the theocracy,) which was no less than impiety, 
rebellion, and treason in the highest degree. Nor would 
the command of a subaltern, or inferior captain, con¬ 
tradicting the commands of the general, when the cap¬ 
tain and soldiers both knew it to be so, ns I suppose, jus¬ 
tify or excuse such gross rebellion and disobedience in 


against the king of Moab, whose name was Me- 
sna; for, as we told you before, he was departed 
from his obedience to his brother [Ahaziali,j 
while he paid to his father Ahab two hundred 
thousand sheep with their fieeces of wool. When 
therefore he had gathered his own army toge¬ 
ther, he sent also to Jehoshaphat, and entreated 
him, that since he had from the beginning been a 
friend to his father, he would assist hint ia the 
war that he was entering into against the Moab¬ 
ites, who had departed from their obedience; 
who not only himself promised t;> assist him, but 
would also oblige the king of Edom, who was 
under his authority, to make the same expedition 
also. When Joram had received these assuran¬ 
ces of assistance from Jehoshaphat, he took hi3 
army with him, and came to Jerusalem; aad 
when he had been sumptuously entertained by 
the king of Jerusalem, jt was resolved upon by 
them to take their march against their enemies 
through the wilderness of Edom; and when they 
had taken a compass of seven days’ journey, 
they were in distress for want of water for the 
cattle, and for the army, from the mistake of 
their roads by the guides that conducted them, 
insomuch that they were all in an agony, espe¬ 
cially Joram ; and cried to God by reason of their 
sorrow, and [desired to know] what wickedness 
had been committed by them, that induced him. 
to deliver three kings together, without lighting, 
unto the king of Moab. But Jehoshaphat, who 
was a righteous man, encouraged him, and bade 
him send to the camp, and know whether any 
prophet of God was come along with them, that 
we might by him learn from God what we should 
do. And when one of the servants of Joram said, 
that he had seen there Elisha, the son of Sha- 
phat. the disciple of Elijah, the three kings went 
to him, at the entreaty of Jehoshaphat; and 
when they were come at the prophet’s tent, 
which tent was pitched out of the camp, they 
asked him, “What would become of the army'?” 
And Joram was particularly very pressing with 
him about it. And when he replied to him, that 
“ he should not trouble him, but go to his father’s 
and mother’s prophets, for thev [to be sure] were 
true prophets,” he still desired him to prophesy', 
and to save them. So he swore by God, that he 
would not answer him unless it were on account 
of Jehoshaphat, who was a holy and righteous 
man; and when, at his desire, they brought him 
a man that could play on the psaltery, the divine 
Spirit came upon him as the music played, and 
he commanded them to dig many trenches in the 
valley; for, said he, “Though there appear nei¬ 
ther cloud, nor wind, nor storm of rain, ye shall 
see this valley full of water, till the army and the 
cattle be saved for you by drinking of it; nor 
will this be all the favor that you snail receive 
from God, but you shall also overcome your ene¬ 
mies, and take the best and strongest cities 
of the Moabites, and yon shall cut down their 
fruit-trees.f and lay waste their country, and 
stop up their fountains and rivers.” 

2. When the prophet had said this, the next 

soldiers at this day. Accordingly, when Saul com¬ 
manded his guards io slay Ahimelech and the priests at 
Noh, they knew it to he an unlawful command, and 
would not ol:cv it, 1 Sam. xxii. 17. From which eosc9 
both officers and soldiers may learn, that thecommands 
of their leaders or kings cannot justify or excuse them in 
doing what is tvicked in the sight of God, or in fighting 
in an unjust cause when they know it so to be. 

fThis prnctiee of enttimrdown or plucking up hy the 
roots the fruit-trees, was forbidden, oven in ordinary 
wars, hy the law of Moses. D«ut. xx. 19,‘JO, and only si 
lowed hy God in this particular case, when the Moabites 
were to be punished and out otf in nn extraordinary 
manner for their wickedness. See Jcr. xlviii. 11,12, 13, 
and many the like prophecies against them. Nothing 
could therefore justify this practice hut a particular 
commission from God by his prophet, as in the present 
ease, which was ever a sufficient warrant for breaking 
any such ritual or ceremonial law' whatsoever. 

R 2 






190 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


day, before the surmising, a great torrent ran 
strongly; for God had caused it to rain very 
plentifully at the distance of three days’journey 
into Edom ; so that the army and the cattle found 
water to drink in abundance. But when the 
Moabites heard that the three kings were coming 
upon them, and made their approach through 
the wilderness, the king of Moab gathered his 
army together presently, and commanded them 
to pitch their camp upon the mountains, that 
when the enemies should attempt to enter their 
country, they might not be concealed from them. 
But when at the rising of the sun they saw the 
water in the torrent, for it was not far from the 
land of Moab, and that it was of the color of 
blood, for at such a time the water especially 
looks red, by the shining of the sun upon it, they 
formed a false notion of the state of their ene¬ 
mies, as if they had slain one another for thirst, 
and that the river ran with their blood. How¬ 
ever, supposing that this was the case, they de¬ 
sired their king would send them out to spoil 
their enemies; whereupon they all went in 
haste, as to an advantage already gained, and 
came to the enemy’s camp, as supposing them 
destroyed already. But their hope deceived 
them, for as their enemies stood round about 
them, some of them were cut to pieces, and 
others of them were dispersed, and tied to their 
own country. And when the kings entered the 
land of Moab, they overthrew' the cities that w r ere 
in it, and spoiled their fields, and marred them, 
filling them with stories out of the brooks, and 
cut down the best of their trees, and stopped up 
their fountains of water, and overthrew their 
walls to their foundations. But the king of 
Moab, when he was pursued, endured a siege, 
and seeing his city in danger of being overthrown 
by force, made a sally, and went out with seven 
hundred men, in order to break through the 
enemies’ camp with his horsemen, on that side 
where the watch seemed to be kept most negli¬ 
gently: and when upon trial, he could not get 
away, for he lit upon a place that was carefully 
watched, he returned into the city, and did a 
thing that showed despair and the utmost dis¬ 
tress; for he took his eldest son, who was to 
reign after him, and lifting him up upon the wall, 
that he might be visible to all the enemies, he of¬ 
fered him as a whole burnt-offering to God, 
whom, when the kings saw, they commiserated 
the distress that was the occasion of it, and were 
so affected, in way of humanity and pity, that 
they raised the siege and every one returned to 
his own house. So Jehoshaphat came to Jeru¬ 
salem, and continued in peace there, and out¬ 
lived this expedition but a little time, and then 
died, having lived in all sixty years, and of them 
reigned twenty-five. He was buried in a mag¬ 
nificent manner in Jerusalem, for he had imi¬ 
tated the actions of David. 

*That this woman who cried to Elisha, and who in 
our Bible is styled the wife of one of the sons of the 
prophets, 2 Kings iv. 1, was no other than the widow of 
Obndiah, the good stewnrd of Ahab, is confirmed by the 
Chaldee paraphrast, and by the Rabbins and others. 
Nor is that unlikely which Josephus here adds, that 
these debts were contracted by her husband for the 
support of those hundred of the Lord's prophets whom 
he maintained by fifty in a cave , in the days of Ahab and 
Jezebel, 1 Kings xviii. -i, which circumstances rendered 
it highly fit that the prophet Elisha should provide her 
a remedy, and enable her to redeem herself and her 
sons from the fear of that slavery which insolvent 
debtors were liable to by the law of Moses, Lev. xxv. 
30; Matt, xviii. 25, which he did accordingly, with God’s 
help, at the expense of a miracle. 

f Dr. Hudson, with very good reason, suspects that 
there Is no small defect in our present copies of Josephus, 
just before the beginning of this section, and that chiefly 
as to that distinct account which lie had given us reason 
to oxpect in the first section, and to which he seems to re¬ 
fer, eh. viii. sect. 6, concerning the glorious mirncles 
which Elisha wrought, which indeed in our Bibles are 
not a few, 2 Kings iv.—ix. but of which we have seve¬ 
ral omitted in Josephus’s present copies. One of those 


CHAP. IV. 

Jehoram succeeds Jehoshaphat; how Joram, his 

JCamesake, King of Israel, fought icith the Sy¬ 
rians; and what Wonders were done by the 

Prophet Elisha. 

$ 1. Jehoshaphat had a good number of chil¬ 
dren; but he appointed his eldest son Jehoram to 
be his successor, who had the same name with 
his mother’s brother, that wa9 king of Israel, and 
the son of Ahab. Now when the king of Israe 
was come out of the land of Moab to Samaria, ha 
had with him Elisha the prophet, whose acts I 
have a mind to go over particularly, for they 
were illustrious and worthy to be related, as we 
have them set down in the sacred books. 

2. For they say that the widow of Obadi- 
ah,* Ahab’s steward, came to him, and said, that 
“he was not ignorant how her husband had 
preserved the prophets that were to be slain by 
Jezebel, the wife of Ahab; for she said that he 
hid a hundred of them, and had borrowed money 
for their maintenance; and that after her hus¬ 
band’s death, she and her children were carried 
away to be made slaves by the creditors; and 
she desired of him to have mercy upon her on 
account of what her husband did, and afford her 
some assistance.” And when he asked her what 
she had in the house, she said, nothing but a very 
small quantity of oil in a cruse. So the prophet 
bade her go away, and borrow a great many 
empty vessels of her neighbors, and when she 
had shut her chamber door, to pour the oil into 
them all; for God would fill them full. And when 
the woman had done what she was commanded 
to do, and bade her children bring every one of 
the vessels, and all were filled, and not one left 
empty, she came to the prophet, and told hin» 
that they were all full: upon which he advised 
her to go away, and sell the oil, and pay the cre¬ 
ditors what was owing to them, for that there 
would be some surplus of the price of the oil, 
which she might make use of for the mainte¬ 
nance of her children. And thus did Elisha dis 
charge the woman’s debts, and free her from the- 
vexation of her creditors. 

3. Elisha also sent a hasty message to Joram,f 
and exhorted him to take care of that place, for 
that therein were some Syrians lying in ambush 
to kill him. So the king did as the prophet ex¬ 
horted him, and avoided his going a hunting. 
And when Benhadad missed of the success of 
his lying in ambush, he was wroth with his own 
servants, as if they had betrayed his arabush- 
ment to Joram, and sent for* them, and said 
they were the betrayers of his secret counsels; 
and he threatened that lie. would put them to 
death, since such their practice was evident, be¬ 
cause he had intrusted this secret to none but 
them, and yet it was made known to his enemy. 
And when one that was present said, that “he 

histories, omitted at present, was evidently in his Bible, 
I mean that ofthe curing ofXaainan’s leprosy,2 King 3 
v. for he plainly alludes to it, b. iii. ch. xi. seel. 4, where 
he observes, “that there were leper9 in many nations 
who yet have been in honor, and not only free from re¬ 
proach nnd avoidance, but who have been greatcaptaina 
of armies, and been intrusted with high offices in the 
commoinvcalth, and have had the privilege of entering 
inio holy places and temples.” But whnt makes me 
most to regret the want of that history in our present 
copies of Josephus is this, that we have here, as it is 
commonly understood, one of the greatest difficulties in 
nil the llihle, that in 2 Kings v. 18,10,where Naaman, af¬ 
ter he had been miracnlously cured by a prophet ofthe 
true God, and had thereupon promised, v. 17, that “he 
would henceforth offer neither burnt-offerings nor sac¬ 
rifice unto other gods, but nniothe Lord, adds, “In this 
thing the Lord pardon thy servnnt, that when my mas¬ 
ter goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, 
nnd he leanethon my hand, nnd I bow myself in the 
house of Rimmon; when I bow down myself in the 
house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this 
thing. And Elisha said, Go in peace.” This looks like 
a prophet’s permission for being partaker in idolatry 
itself, out of complianco with an idolatrous oourt. 
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should not mistake nimself, nor suspect that they 
had discovered to his enemy his sending men to 
kill him, but that he ought to know that it was 
Elisha the prophet, who discovered all to him, 
and laid open all his counsels.” So he gave or¬ 
der that they should send some to learn in what 
city Elisha dwelt. Accordingly, those that were 
sent brought word, that he "was in Dothan: 
wherefore Benhadad sent to that city a great 
army, with horses and chariots, to take Elisha; 
so they encompassed the city round about by 
night, and kept him therein confined; but when 
the prophet’s servant in the morning perceived 
this, and that his enemies sought to take Elisha, 
he came running, and crying out after a disor¬ 
dered manner to him, and told him of it; but he 
encouraged him, and bid him not be afraid, and 
to despise the enemy, and trust in the assistance 
of God, and was himself without fear; and he 
besought God to make manifest to his servant 
his power and presence, so far as was possible, 
in order to the inspiring him with hope and cou¬ 
rage. Accordingly God heard the prayer of the 
prophet, and made the servant see a multitude 
of chariots and horses encompassing Elisha, till 
he laid aside his fear, and his courage revived 
at the sight of what he supposed was come to 
their assistance. After this Elisha did farther 
entreat God that he would dim the eyes of their 
enemies, and cast a mist before them, whereby 
they might not discern him. When this was 
done, he went into the midst of his enemies, and 
asked them who it was that they cante to seek; 
and when they replied, the prophet Elisha, he 
promised he would deliver him to them, if they 
would follow him to the city where he was. So 
these men were so darkened by God in their 
sight and in their mind, that they followed him 
very diligently; and when Elisha had brought 
them to Samaria, he ordered Joram the king to 
shut the gates, and to place his own army round 
about them; and prayed to God to clear the 
eyes of these their enemies, and take the mist 
from before them. Accordingly, when they were 
freed from the obscurity they "had been in, they 
saw themselves in the midst of their enemies; 
and as the Syrians were strangely amazed and 
distressed, as was but reasonable, at an action 
so divine and surprising: and as king Joram ask¬ 
ed the prophet if he would give him leave to 
shoot at them, Elisha forbade them so to do, and 
said, that “it is just to kill those that are taken 
in battle, but that these men had done the coun¬ 
try no harm, but without knowing it, were come 
thither by the divine power.” So that his coun¬ 
sel was to treat them in a hospitable manner at 
his table, and then send them away without hurt¬ 
ing them.* Wherefore Joram obeyed the pro¬ 
phet; and when he had feasted the Syrians in a 
splendid and magnificent manner, he let them go 
to Benhadad, their king. 

4. IVow when these men were come back, and 
had showed Benhadad how*strange an accident 
had befallen them, and what an appearance and 
ower they had experienced of the God of Israel, 
e wondered at it, as also at that prophet with 
whom God was so evidently present: so he de¬ 
termined to make no more secret attempts upon 
the king of Israel, out of fear of Elishu, but re¬ 
solved to make open war with them, as supposing 
he could be too hard for his enemies by the mul¬ 
titude of his army and power. So he made an 
expedition with a great army against Joram, who, 

* Upon occasion of this stratagem of Ehsha’s in Jose¬ 
phus, we may take notice, that although Josephus was 
one of the greatest lovers of truth in the world, yet in a 
just war lie seems to have had no manner of scruple up¬ 
on him by all such stratagems possible to deceive public 
enemies. See also Josephus’s account of Jeremiah’s im¬ 
position on the great men of the Jews in somewhat a 
like case, Antiq. b. x. ch. vii. sect. 6, and 2 Sam. xvk 
16. &c. 
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not thinking himself a match for him, shut him¬ 
self up in Samaria, and depended on the strength 
of its walls; but Benhadad supposed he should 
take the city, if not by his engines of war, yet 
that he should overcome the Samaritans by fa¬ 
mine, and the want of necessaries, and brought 
his army upon them, and besieged the city: and 
the plenty of necessaries was brought so low 
with Joram, that from the extremity of want an 
ass’s head was sold in Samaria for fourscore pie¬ 
ces of silver, and the Hebrews bought a sextary 
of dove*? dung, instead of salt, for five pieces of 
silver. Xow Joram was in fear lest somebody 
should betray the city to the enemy by reason 
of the famine, and went every day round the walls 
and the guards, to see whether any such were 
concealed among them; and by being thus seen, 
and taking such care, he deprived them of the 
opportunity of contriving any such thing, and if 
they had a mind to do it, he, by this means, pre¬ 
vented them; but upon a certain woman’s crying 
out, “Have pity on me, my lord,” while he 
thought that she was about to ask for somewhat 
to eat, he imprecated God’s curse upon her, and 
said, “he had neither threshing-floor nor wine¬ 
press, whence he might give her any thing at her 
etition.” Upon which she said, “She did not 
esire his aid in any such thing, nor trouble him 
about food, but desired that he would do her jus¬ 
tice as to another woman.” And when he bade 
her say on, and let him know what she desired, 
she said, “She had made an agreement with the 
other woman, who was her neighbor and her 
friend, that because the famine and want was in¬ 
tolerable, they should kill their children, each of 
them having a son of her own, and we will live 
upon them ourselves for two days, the one day 
upon one son, and the other day upon the other: 
and, (said she,) I have killed my son the first day, 
and we lived upon my son yesterday, but this 
other woman will not do the same thing, but 
hath broken her agreement, and hath hid her 
son.” This story mightily grieved Joram when 
he heard it; so he rent his garment, and cried 
out with a loud voice, and conceived great wrath 
against Elisha the prophet, and set himself 
eagerly to have him slain, because he did not 
pray to God to provide them some exit and way 
of escape out of the miseries with which they 
were surrounded, and sent one away immedi¬ 
ately to cut oft his head, who made haste to kill 
the prophet; but Elisha was not unacquainted 
with the wrath of the king against him; for as 
he sat in his house by himself, with none but his 
disciples about him, he told them, that Joram, 
who was the son of a murderer,f had sent one 
to take away his head; but, said he, “when he 
that is commanded to do this comes, take care 
that you do not let him come in, but press the 
door against him, and hold him fast there, for 
the king himself will follow him, and come to 
me, having altered his mind.” Accordingly, 
they did as they were bidden, when he that was 
sent by the king to kill Elisha came; but Joram 
repented of his wrath against the prophet, and for 
fear he that was commanded to kill him should 
have done it hefore he came, he made haste to 
hinder his slaughter, and to save the prophet; 
and when he came to him, he accused him that 
he did not pray to God for their deliverance from 
the miseries they now lay under, but saw them 
so sadly destroyed by tliem. Hereupon Elisha 
promised, that the very next day, at the very 
a 

f This son of a murderer was Joram, the son of Ahnh; 
which Ahab slew, or permined his wife Jezebel lo slay 
the Lord’s prophets, and Naboth, 1 Kinss xviii.4: xxi. 
19: and he is here called by this name, i suppose, be¬ 
cause he had now also himself sent an officer to mi/rrftr 
I him; yet is Josephus’s account of Jorom’s coming him¬ 
self at last, as repentine of his intended cruelty, much 
l more probable than that in our copies, 2 Kings vi. 33, 
which rather implies the contrary. 
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same hour in which the king came to him, they 
should have great plenty of food, and that two 
seahs of barley should be sold in the market for 
a shekel, and a seah of fine flour should be sold 
for a shekel. This prediction made Jo nun, and 
those that were present, very joyful, for they 
did not scruple believing what the prophet said, 
on account of the experience they had of the 
truth of his former predictions; and the expecta¬ 
tion of plenty made the want they were in that 
day, with the uneasiness that accompanied it, 
appear a light thing to them: but the captain of 
the third band, who was a friend of the king, and 
on whose hand the king leaned, said, “Thou 
talkest of incredible things, O prophet! for as it 
is impossible for God to pour dow'ii torrents of 
barley, or tine flour, out of heaven, so it is im¬ 
possible that what thou sayest should come to 
pass.” To which the prophet made this reply, 
“Tbou slialt see these tilings come to pass, out 
thou shalt not be in the least a partaker of them.” 

5. Now what Elisha had thus foretold, came 
to pass in the manner following: there was a law 
at Samaria,* that those that had the leprosy, and 
whose bodies were not cleansed from it, should 
abide without the city; and there were four men 
that on this account abode before the gates, 
while nobody gave them any food, by reason of 
the extremity of the famine: and as they were 
prohibited from entering into the city by the law, 
and they considered that if they were permitted 
to enter, they should miserably perish by the 
famine; as also, that if they staid where they 
were, they should suffer in the same manner, 
they resolved to deliver themselves up to the 
enemy, that in case they should spare them, 
they should live, but if they should be killed, 
that would be an easy death. So when they had 
confirmed this their resolution, they came by 
night to the enemy’s camp. Now God had be¬ 
gun to affright and disturb the Syrians, and to 
bring the noise of chariots and armor to their 
ears, as though an army were coming upon 
them, and had made them suspect that it was 
corning nearer and nearer to them. In short, 
they were in such a dread of this army, that 
they left their tents, and ran together to Benha¬ 
dad, and said, that “Joram, the king of Israel, 
had hired for auxiliaries, both the king of Egypt 
and the king of the islands, and led them against 
them, for they heard the noise of them as they 
w'ere coming.” And Benhadad believed what 
they said, (tor there came the same noise to bis 
ears as well as it did to theirsA so they fell into 
a mighty disorder and tumult, and left their 
horses and beasts in their camp, with immense 
riches also, and betook themselves to flight. 
And those lepers who had departed from Sama¬ 
ria, and were gone to the camp of the Syrians, 
of whom we made mention a little before, when 
they were in the Camp, saw nothing but great 
quietness and silence: accordingly they entered 
into it, and went hastily into one of their tents, 
and when they saw nobody there, they ate and 
drank, and carried garments and a great quan¬ 
tity of gold, and hid it out of the camp; after 
which they went into another tent, and carried 
off what was in it, as they did at the former, and 
this did they for several times, without the least 
interruption from any body. So they gathered 
thereby that the enemies were departed, where¬ 
upon they reproached themselves that they did 
not inform Joram and the citizens of it. So they 
came to the walls of Samaria, and called aloud 
to the watchmen, and told them in what state 
the enemies were, as did these tell the king’s 
guards, by whose means Joram came to know 
of it; who then sent for bis friends, and the cap¬ 
tains of bis host, and said to them, that “he sus- 

* This law of the Jew r s, for the exclusion of lepers out 
of the ramp in the wilderness, and out of cities in Judea, 
Is a well known one, Lev. xiii. 40; and Numb. v. 1—4. 


pected that this departure of the king of Syria 
was by way of ambush and treachery, and that 
out of despair of ruining you by famine, when 
you imagine them to be fled away, you may 
come out of the city to spoil their camp, and be 
may then fall upon you on a sudden, and may 
both kill you, and take the city without fighting; 
whence it is that 1 exhort you to guard the city 
carefully, and by no means to go out of it, or 
proudly to despise your enemies, as though they 
were really gone away.” And when a certain 
person said, that “he did very well and wisely 
to admit such a suspicion, but that he still 
advised him to send a couple of horsemen to 
search all the country, as far as Jordan, that if 
they were seized by an ambush of the enemy, 
they might be a security to your army, that they 
may not go out as if they suspected nothing, nor 
undergo the like misfortune: and, (said he,) 
those horsemen may be numbered among those 
that have died by the famine, supposing they be 
caught and destroyed by the enemy.” So the 
king was pleased with this opinion, and sent such 
as might search out the truth, who performed 
their journey over a road that was without any 
enemies, but found it full of provisions, and of 
weapons, that they had therefore thrown away, 
and left behind them, in order to their being light 
and expeditious in their flight. When the king 
heard this, he sent out the multitude to take the 
spoils of the camp: which gains of theirs were 
not of things of small value, but they took a great 
quantity of gold, and a great quantity of silver, 
and flocks of all kinds of cattle. They also pos¬ 
sessed themselves of [so many] ten thousand 
measures of wheat and barley, as they never in 
the least dreamed of; aud were Dot only freed 
from their former miseries, but had such plenty, 
that two seahs of barley were bought for a 
shekel, and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, ac¬ 
cording to the prophecy of Elisha. Now a seah 
is equal to an Italian modius and a half. The 
captain of the third band was the only man that 
received no benefit by this plenty; for as he was 
appointed by the king to oversee the gate, that 
he might prevent too great a crowd of the multi¬ 
tude, that they might not endanger one another 
and perish, by treading on one another in the 
press, he suffered himself in that very way, and 
died in that very manner, as Elisha had foretold 
such his death, when he alone of them all disbe¬ 
lieved what he said concerning that plenty of 
provisions which they should soon have. 

6. Hereupon, when Benhadad, the king of Sy¬ 
ria, had escaped to Damascus, and understood 
that it was God himself that cast all his army 
into this fear and disorder, and that it did not 
arise from the invasion of enemies, he was 
mightily cast down at his having God so greatly 
for his enemy, and fell into a distemper. Now it 
happened that Elisha the prophet, at that time, 
was gone out of his own country to Damascus, 
of which Benhadad was informed; he sent Ila- 
zael, the most faithful of all his servants, to 
meet him, and to carry him presents, and bade 
him inquire of him about his distemper, and 
whether he should escape the danger that it 
threatened. So Ilazael came to Elisha with 
forty camels, that carried the best and most pre¬ 
cious fruits that the country of Damascus afford¬ 
ed, as well as those which the king's palace sup¬ 
plied. He saluted him kindly, and said, that‘‘ne 
was sent to him by king Benhadad, and brought 
presents with him, in order to inquire concern¬ 
ing his distemper, whether he should recover 
from it or not?” Whereupon the prophet bade 
him tell the king no melancholy news, but still he 
said he would die. So the king’s servant was 
troubled to hear it; and Elisha wept also, and his 
tears ran down plenteously at his foresight of 
what miseries his people would undergo after 
tiie death of Benhauad. And when Hazael ask- 
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ed him, what was the occasion of this confusion 
he was in? he said, that “he wept out of com¬ 
miseration for the multitude of the Israelites, 
and what terrible miseries they will suffer by 
thee; for thou wilt slay the strongest of them, 
and wilt burn their strongest cities, and wilt de¬ 
stroy their children, and dash them against the 
stones, and wilt rip up their women with child.” 
And when Hazael said, “ How can it be that I 
should have power enough to do such things?” 
The prophet replied, “ r lhat God had informed 
him that he should be king of Syria.” So when 
Hazael was come toBenhadad, he told him good 
new 9 concerning his distemper;* but on the next 
day he spread a wet cloth in the nature of a net 
over him, and strangled him, and took his do¬ 
minion. He was an active man, and had the 
good-will of the Syrians, and of the people of 
Damascus, to a great degree; by whom both 
Benhadad himself, and Hazael, who ruled after 
him, are honored to this day as gods by reason 
of their benefactions, and their building them 
temples, by which they adorned the city of the 
Damascenes. They also every day do with great 

f jomp pay their worship to these kings,f and va- 
ue tliemselves upon their antiquity; nor do they 
know that these kings are much later than they 
imagine, and that they are not yet eleven hun¬ 
dred years old. Now when Joram, the king of 
Israel heard that Benhadad was dead, he reco¬ 
vered out of the terror and dread he had been in 
on his account, and was very glad to live in peace. 

CHAP. V. 

Concerning 1 the Wickedness of JehoramKing of 
Jerusalem. His Defeat and Death. 

§ 1. Now Jehoram, the king of Jerusalem, for 
we have said before that he had the same name 
with the king of Israel, as soon as he had taken 
the government upon him, betook himself to the 
slaughter of his brethren, and his father’s friends, 
who were governors under him, and thence made 
a beginning, and a demonstration of his wicked¬ 
ness; nor was he at all better than those kings 
of Israel who at first transgressed against the 
laws of their country, and of the Hebrews, and 
against God’s worship. And it was Athaliah, 
the daughter of Ahab, whom he had married, 
who taught him to be a bad man in other 
respects, and also to worship foreign gods. Now 
God would not quite root out this family, because 
of the promise he had made to David. However, 
Jehoram did not leave off the introduction of 
new sorts of customs, to the propagation of im¬ 
piety, and to the ruin of the customs of his own 
country. And when the Edomites about that 
lime had revolted from him, and slain their for¬ 
mer king, who was in subjection td his father, 
and had set up one of their own choosing, Jeho¬ 
ram fell upon the land of Edom, with the horse¬ 
men that were about him, and the chariots, by 
night, and destroyed those that lay near to his 
own kingdom, but did not proceed further. How- 

* Since Elijah did not live to anoint Hazael king of 
Syria himself, as he was empowered to do, 1 Kings xix. 
15, it was most probably now done, in his name, hy his 
servant and successor Elisha: nor docs it seem to nie 
otherwise, but that Benhadad immediately recovered 
of his disease, as the prophet foretold; and that Hazael, 
upon his being anointed to succeed him, though lie 
ought to have staid till he died by the course of nature, 
or some other way of divine punishment, as did David 
for many years in the like case, was too impatient, and 
the very next day smothered or strangled him, in order 
to come directly to the succession. 

fWl'.at M. l,e Clerc pretends here that it is more 
probable that Hazael and his son wer s worshipped by 
the Syrians, and people of Damascus, till the days of 
Josephus, than Benhadad and Hazael, because under 
Benhadad they had greatly suffered, and because it is 
almost incredible, that both a king, and that king’9 
murderer, should be worshipped by the same Syrians, 


ever, this expedition did him no service, for they 
all revolted from him, with those that dwelt in 
the country of Libnah. He was indeed so mad. 
as to compel the people to go up to the high pla 
ces of the mountains, and to worship foreign gods. 

2. And as he was doing this, and had entirely 
cast his own country laws out,of his mind, there 
was brought him an epistle from Elijah the pro¬ 
phet,}: which declared that “God would execute 
great judgments upon him, because he had not 
imitated his own fathers, but had followed the 
wicked courses of the kings of Israel; and had 
compelled the tribe of Judah, and the citizens of 
Jerusalem,* to leave the holy worship of their 
own God, and to worship idols, as Ahab had 
compelled the Israelites to do, and because he 
had slain his brethren, and the men that were 
good and righteous.” And the prophet gave him 
notice in this epistle, what punishment he should 
undergo for these crimes, namely, “the de¬ 
struction of his people, with the corruption of the 
king’s own wives and children, and that he 
should himself die of a distemper in his bowels, 
with long torments, those his howels falling out 
by the violence of the inward rottenness of the 
parts, insomuch, that though he see his own 
misery, he shall not he able at all to help himself, 
but shall die in that manner.” This it was which 
Elijah denounced to him in that epistle. 

3. It was not long after this that an army of 
those Arabians that lived near to Ethiopia, and 
of the Philistines, fell upon the kingdom of Jeho¬ 
ram, and spoiled the country and the kind’s 
house; moreover, they slew his sons and nia 
wives: one only of his sons was left him, who 
escaped the enemy; his name wasAhaziah: af¬ 
ter which calamity, he himself fell into that dis¬ 
ease which was foretold by the prophet, and 
lasted a great while, (for God inflicted this pu¬ 
nishment upon him in his belly, out of his wrath 
against him,) and so he died miserably, and saw 
his own bowels fall out. The people also abused 
his dead body; I suppose it was because they 
thought that such his death came upon him by 
the wrath of God, and that therefore he was not 
worthy to partake of such a funeral as became 
kings. Accordingly, they neither huried him in 
the sepulchres of his fathers, nor vouchsafed him 
any honors, but buried him like a private man, 
and this when he had lived forty years, and 
reigned eight: and the people of Jerusalem de¬ 
livered the government to his son Ahaziah. 

CHAP. VI. 

How Jehu was anointed King , and slew both 

Joram and Ahaziah; as also what he did for 

the Punishment of the Wicked. 

§ 1. Now Joram the king of Israel, after the 
death of Benhadad, hoped that he might now 
take Ramoth, a city of Gilead, from the Syrians. 
Accordingly, he made an expedition against it, 
with a great army: hut as he was besieging it, 
an arrow was shot at him by one of the Syrians, 

is of little force against those records out of which Jo¬ 
sephus drew this history, especially when it is likely 
that they thought Benhndad died of the distemper he 
lahored under, and not by Hazael’s treachery. Besides, 
the reason that Josephus gives for this adoration, that 
these two kings had been great benefactors to the in¬ 
habitants of Damascus, and had built them temples, is 
too remote from the political suspicions of Le Clerc, nor 
ought such w r eak suspicions to be deemed of any force 
against authentic testimonies of antiquity. 

X This epistle, in some copies of Josephus, is said to 
come to Jorain from Elijah, with this addition, for he 
was yet upon earth , which could not be true of Elijah, 
who, as all agree, was gone from the earth about four 
years before, and could only be true of Elisha; nor per¬ 
haps is there anv more mystery here, than that the 
name of Elijah has very anciently crept into the text 
instead of Elisha, hy the copiers, there being nothing in 
any copy of that epistle peculiar to Elijah. 
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but the wound was not mortal: so he returned to 
have his wound healed in Jezreel, but left his 
whole army in Ramoth, and Jehu the son of 
Nimshi lor their general, for he had already ta¬ 
ken the city by force; and he proposed, after he 
was healed, to make war with the Syrians; but 
Elisha the prophet sent one of his disciples to 
Ramoth, and gave him holy oil to anoint Jehu, 
and to tell him that God had chosen him to be 
their king. He also sent him to say other 
things to him, and bade him take his journey as 
if he fled, that when he came away he mi^ht es¬ 
cape the knowledge of all men. So when he was 
come to the city, he found Jehu sitting in the 
midst of the captains ot the army, as Elisha had 
foretold he should find him. So he came up to 
him, and said, that he desired to speak with him 
about certain matters; and when ne was arisen, 
and had followed him into an inward chamber, 
the young man took the oil, and poured it on his 
head, and said, that “God ordained him to be 
king, in order to his destroying the house of 
Ahab, and that he might revenge the blood of 
the prophets, that were unjustly slain by Jeze¬ 
bel, that so their house might utterly perish, as 
those of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and of 
Baasha, had perished for their wickedness, and 
no seed might remain of Ahab’s family.” So 
when he had said this, he went away hastily out 
of the chamber, and endeavored not to be seen 
by anv of the army. 

2. But Jehu came out, and went to the place 
where he before sat with the captains: and when 
they asked him, and desired him to tell them, 
wherefore it was that this young man came to 
him; and added withal that he was mad: he re¬ 
plied, “You guess right, for the words he spake 
were the words of a madman:” and when they 
were eager about the matter, and desired he 
would tell them, he answered, that God had said, 
“he had chosen him to be king over the mul¬ 
titude.” When he had said this, every one of 
them put off' his garment,* and strewed it under 
him, and blew with trumpets, and gave notice 
that Jehu was king. So when he had gotten the 
army together, he was preparing to set out im¬ 
mediately against Joram, at the city of Jezreel, 
in which city, as we said before, he was healing 
of the wound which he had received in the siege 
of Ramoth. It happened also that Ahaziah, king 
of Jerusalem, was now come to Joram, for he 
was his sister’s son, as we have said already, to 
see how he did after his wound, and this upon 
account of their kindred; but as Jehu was desi¬ 
rous to fall upon Joram and those with him on 
the sudden, he desired that none of the soldiers 
might run away and tell to Joram what had hap¬ 
pened, for that this would be an evident demon¬ 
stration of their kindness to him, and would show 
that their real inclinations were to make him 
king. 

3. So they were pleased with what he did, and 
guarded the roads, lest somebody should private¬ 
ly tell the thing to those that were at Jezreel. 
Now Jehu took his choice horsemen, and sat 
upon his chariot, and went on for Jezreel; and 
wnen he was come near, the watchman whom 
Joram had set there to spy out such as came to 
the city, saw Jehu marching on, and told Joram 
that he saw a troop of horsemen inarching on. 
Upon which he immediately gave orders, that 
one of his horsemen should be sent out to meet 
them, and to know who it was that was coming. 
So when the horseman came up to Jehu, he asked 
him, in what condition the army was'. 1 for that the 

♦Spanheim here notes, that this putting o<T men’s 
garments, and strewing ttiem under a king, was an eas¬ 
tern custom which he had elsewhere explained. 

t Our ropiea aay, that Lliifl “driving of the chariots was 
like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; for he drivetli 
furiously,” 2 Kings ix. 20; whereaa Josephus's copy ns 
ho understood it, waa this, that, on the contrary, Jehu 


king wanted to know it; but Jehu bade him not 
at all to meddle with such matters,, but to follow 
him. When the watchman saw this, he told Jo¬ 
ram that the horseman had mingled himself 
among the company, and came along with them. 
And when the king had sent a second messen¬ 
ger, Jehu commanded him to do as the former 
did; as soon as the watchman toki this also to 
Joram, he at last got upon his chariot himself, 
together with Ahaziah, the king of Jerusalem; 
for, as we said before, he was there to see how 
Joram did, after he had been wounded, as being 
his relation. So he went out to meet Jehu, who 
marched slowly,f and in good order; and when 
Joram met him in the field of Naboth, he asked 
him if all things were well in the camp? but Jehu 
reproached him bitterly, and ventured to call 
his mother a witch and a harlot. Upon this the 
king, fearing what he intended, and suspecting 
he had no good meaning, turned his chariot about 
as soon as he could, and said to Ahaziah, “We 
are fought against by deceit and treachery:” but 
Jehu drew nis bow, and smote him, the arrow 
going through his heart; so Joram fell down 
immediately on his knee, and gave up the ghost. 
Jehu also gave orders to Bidkar, the captain of 
the third part of his army, to cast the dead body 
of Joram into the field of Naboth, putting him 
in mind of the prophecy which Elijah prophesied 
to Ahab his father, when he had slain Naboth, 
that both he and his family should perish in that 
place, for that as they sat behind Anab’s chariot, 
they heard the prophet say so, and that it was 
now come to pass according to his prophecy. 
Upon the fall of Joram, Ahaziah was afraid of 
his own life, and turned his chariot into another 
road, supposing he should not be seen by Jehu; 
but he followed after him, and overtook him at 
a certain acclivity, and drew his bow and wound¬ 
ed him, so he left his chariot, and got upon his 
horse, and fled from Jehu to Megiddo, and though 
he was under cure, in a little time he died of that 
wound, and was carried to Jeiusalem, and bu¬ 
ried there, after he had reigned one year, and 
had proved a ivickcd man, and worse than his 
father. 

4. Now when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jeze¬ 
bel adorned herself, and stood upon a totver, 
and said, “he was a fine servant that had killed 
his master.” And when he looked up to her, he 
asked who she was, and commanded her to come 
down to him. At last he ordered the eunuchs to 
throw her down from the tower, and being thrown 
down, she sprinkled the wall with her blood, 
and was trodden upon by the horses, and so died. 
When this was done, Jehu came to the palace 
with his friends, and took some refreshment af¬ 
ter his journey, both with other things, and by 
eating a meal. He also bade his servants to 
take up Jezebel and bury her, because of the 
nobility of her blood, for she was descended from 
kings; but those that were appointed to bury 
her found nothing else remaining but the ex¬ 
treme parts of her body, for all the rest were 
eaten by dogs. When Jehu heard this, he ad¬ 
mired the prophecy of Elijah, for he foretold 
that she should perish in this manner at Jezreel. 

5. Now Ahab had seventy sons brought up in 
Samaria. So Jehu sent two epistles, the one to 
them that brought up the children, the other to 
the rulers of Samaria, which said that “they 
should set up the most valiant of Ahab’s boos 
for king, for that they had abundance of cha¬ 
riots, and horses, and armor, and a great army* 
and fenced cities, and that by so doing they might 

inarched slowly, and in good order. Nor can it be denied 
that since l here whs interval enough forking Joram to 
send out lwo horsemen, one after another, to Jehu, and 
nl length logo out with kins Ahaziah lo meet him, and 
all tliis after lie wnscoine within sight of the watchman, 
nnd before lie was come lo Jezreel, the probability ia 
greatly on the side of Josephus’s copy or interpretation 
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avenge the murder of Ahab.” This he wrote to 
try the intentions of those of Samaria. Now 
wheji the rulers, and those that had brought up 
the children, had read the letter, they were 
afraid, and considering that they were not at all 
able to oppose him, and that he had already sub¬ 
dued two very great kings, they returned him 
this answer, that “they owned him for their lord, 
and would do whatsoever he bade them.” So 
he wrote back to them such a reply as enjoined 
them to obey what he gave order for, and to cut 
off the heads of Ahab’s sons, and send them to him. 
Accordingly, the rulers sent for those that brought 
up the sons of Ahab, and commanded them to 
slay them, to cut off their heads, and send them 
to Jehu. So they did whatsoever they were 
commanded, without omitting any thing at all, 
and put them up in wicker baskets, and sent 
them toJeneel. And when Jehu, as he was at 
supper with his friends, was informed that the 
heads of Aha’^’s sons were brought, he ordered 
them to make two heaps of them, one before 
each of the gates, and in the morning he went 
out to take a view of them, and when he saw 
them, he began to say to the people that were 
present, that “ he did himself make an expedi¬ 
tion against bis master [Joram,] and slew him, 
but that it was not he tnat slew all these: and 
he desired them to take notice, that as to 
Ahab’s family, all things had come to pass, ac¬ 
cording to God’s prophecy, aud his house was 
perished, according as Elijah had foretold." And 
when he had further destroyed all the kindred 
of Ahab that were found in Jezreel, he went to 
Samaria; and as he was upon the road, he met 
the relations of Ahaziah king of Jerusalem, and 
asked them, whither they were going? they re¬ 
plied, that they came to salute Joram, and their 
own king Ahaziah; for they knew not that lie 
had slain them both: so Jehu gave orders that 
they should catch these, and kill them, being in 
number forty two persons. 

6. After these, there met him a good and a 
righteous man, whose name was Jehonadab, and 
who had been his friend of old. He saluted Jehu, 
nnd began to commend him, because he had 
done every thing according to the will of God, 
in extirpating the house of Ahab. So Jehu de¬ 
sired him to come up into his chariot, and to 
make his entry w ith him into Samaria; and told 
him, that “he would not spare one wicked man, 
but would punish the false prophets, and false 
priests, and those that deceived the multitude, 
and persuaded them to leave the w r orship of God 
Almighty, and to worship foreign gods; and that 
it was a most excellent and a most pleasant sight 
to a good and righteous man to see the wicked 
punished.” So Jehonadab was pursuaded by 
these arguments, and came up into Jelju’s cha¬ 
riot, and came to Samaria. And Jehu sought 
out for all Ahab’s kindred, and slew them. And 
being desirous that none of the false, prophets, 
nor the priests of Ahab’s god, might escape pun¬ 
ishment, lie caught them deceitfully by this 
wile: for he gathered all the people together, 
and said, that “he would worship twice as many 
gods as Ahab worshipped, and desired that his 
priests, and prophets, and servants might be pre¬ 
sent, because he would offer costly and great sa¬ 
crifices to Ahab’s god, and that if any of his 
priests were wanting, they should be punished 
with death.” Now' A hub’s god was called Baal. 
And when he had appointed a day on which he 
would offer those sacrifices, he sent messengers 
through all the country of the Israelites, that 
they might bring the priests of Baal to him. So 
Jehu commanded to give all the priests vest¬ 
ments; and when they had received them, he 
went into the house [of Baal,] with his friend 
Jehonadab, and gave orders to make search 
whether there were not any foreigner or stran¬ 
ger among them, for he would have no oue of a 


different religion to mix among their sacred offi¬ 
ces. And when they said that there wa9 uo 
stranger there, and they were beginning their 
sacrifices, lie set fourscore men without, they 
being such of his soldiers as he knew to be most 
faithful to him, and bade them slay the proph¬ 
ets, and now vindicate the law's of their country, 
whicli had been a long time in disesteem. He 
also threatened, that if any one of them escaped, 
their own lives should go for them. So they 
slew them all with the sword, and burnt the 
house of Baal; and by that means purged Sama¬ 
ria of foreign customs, [idolatrous worship.] 
Now this Baal was the god of the Tyrians; and 
Ahab, in order to gratify his father-in-law, Eth- 
baal, who was the king of Tyre and Sidon, built 
a temple for him in Samaria, and appointed him 
prophets, and worshipped him with all sorts ot 
worship, although, wheu this god was demolish¬ 
ed, Jehu permitted the Israelites to worship the 
golden heifers. However, because he had done 
thus, and taken care to punish the wicked, God 
foretold by his prophet, that his sons should 
reign over Israel for four generations: and in 
this condition was Jehu at this time. 

CHAP. VII. 

Hoio Athaliah reigned over Jerusalem for fve 
[si.r] Years, when Jehoiada, the High Priest , 
slew her, and made Jehoash, the SonqfAhaziah, 
King. 

$1. Now, when Athaliah, the daughter of 
Ahab, heard of the death of her brother Joram, 
and of her son Ahaziah, and of the royal family, 
she endeavored that none of the house of David 
might be left alive, but that the whole family 
might be exterminated, that no king might arise 
out of it afterward; and, as she thought, she 
had actually done it; but one of Ahaziah’s sons 
was preserved, who escaped death after the man¬ 
ner following: Ahaziah had a sister by the same 
father, whose name was Jehosheba, and she was 
married to the high priest, Jehoiada. She went 
into the king’s palace, and found Jehoash, for 
that was the little child’s name, who was not 
above a year old, among those that were slain, 
but concealed with his nurse; so she took him 
with her into a secret bedchamber, and shut him 
up there, and she and her husband, Jehoiada, 
brought him up privately in the temple six 
years, during wliicn time Athaliah reigned over 
Jerusalem, and the two tribes. 

2. Now, on the seventh year, Jehoiada com¬ 
municated the matter to certain of the captains 
of hundreds, five in number, and persuaded them 
to be assisting to what attempts he was making 
against Athaliah, and to join with him in assert¬ 
ing the kingdom to the child. lie also received 
such oaths from them as are proper to secure 
those that assist one another from the fear of 
discovery; and he was then of good hope that 
they should depose Athaliah. Now, those men 
whom Jehoiada, the priest, had taken to be his 
partners, went into all the country, and gathered 
together the priests and the Lerites, and the 
heads of the tribes out of it, and came and 
brought them to Jerusalem, to the high priest. 
So lie demanded the security of an oath of them, 
to keep private whatsoever he should discover 
to them, which required both tluir silence and 
their assistance. So when they had taken the 
oath, and had thereby made it safe for him to 
speak, he produced the child that he had brought 
up of the family of David, and said to them, 
“ this is j our king, of that house which you 
know God hath foretold should reign over you 
for all time to conic: I exhort you, therefore, 
that one-third part of you guard him in the tern 
pie, and that a fourth keep watch at all the 
gates of the temple, and that the next part ot 
you keep guard at the gate which opens ami 
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leads to the king’s palace, and let the rest of the 
multitude be unarmed in the temple, and let no 
armed person go into the temple but the priest 
only, lie also gave them this orderbesides, that 
a part of the priests and the Levites should be 
about the king himself, and be a guard to him, 
with their drawn swords, and to kill that man 
immediately, whoever he be, that should be so 
bold as to enter armed into the temple; and bade 
them be afraid of nobody,but persevere in guard¬ 
ing the king.” So these men obeyed what the 
high priest advised him to, and declared the 
reality of their resolution by their actions. Je- 
hoiada also opened that armory which David 
had made in the temple, and distributed to the 
captains of hundreds, as also to the priests and 
Levites, all the spears and quivers, and what 
kind of weapons soever it contained, and set 
them armed in a circle round about the temple, 
so as to touch one another's hands, and by that 
means excluding those from entering that ought 
not to enter. So they brought the child into the 
midst of them, and put on him the royal crown, 
and Jehoiada anointed him with the oil, and 
made him king; and the multitude rejoiced, and’ 
made a noise, and cried “God S>ve the king!” 

3. AVhen Athaliah unexpectedly heard the 
tumult and the acclamations, she was greatly 
disturbed in her mind, and suddenly issued out 
of the royal palace with her own army;and when 
she was come to the temple, the priest received 
her, but as for those that stood round about the 
temple, as they were ordered by the high priest 
to do, they hindered the armed men that follow¬ 
ed her from going in. But when Athaliah saw 
the child standing upon a pillar, with the royal 
crown upon his head, she rent her clothes, and 
cried out vehemently, and commanded [her 
guards] to kill him that had laid snares for her, 
and endeavored to deprive her of the govern¬ 
ment: but Jehoiada called for the captains of 
hundreds, and commanded them to bring Atha¬ 
liah to the valley of Cedron, and slay her there, 
for he would not have the temple defiled with 
the punishment of this pernicious woman; and 
he gave order, that if any one came near to help 
her, he should be slain also; wherefore those that 
had the charge of her slaughter, took hold of 
her, and led her to the gate of the king’s mules, 
and slew her there. 

4. Now as soon as what concerned Athaliah 
was by this stratagem, after this manner de¬ 
spatched. Jehoiada called together the people 
and the armed men into the temple, and made 
them take an oath that they would be obedient 
to the king, and take care of his safety, and of 
the safety of his government; after which he 
obliged the king to give security [upon oath] that 
he would worship (iod, and nut transgress the 
laws of Moses. They then ran to the house of 
Baal, which Athaliah and her husband Jehoram 
had built, to the dishonor of the God of their 
fathers, and to ihe honor of Allah, and demo¬ 
lished it, and slew Matan, that had his priest¬ 
hood. But Jehoiada intrusted the care and cus¬ 
tody of the temple to the priests and Levites, ac¬ 
cording to the appointment of king David, and 
enjoined them to bring their regular burnt-nller- 
ings twice a day, and to offer incense according 
to the law. lie also ordained some of the Le¬ 
vites, with the porters, to be a guard to the tem¬ 
ple, that no one that was defiled might come 
there. 

5. And when Jehoiada had set thesp things in 
order, he, with the captains of hundreds,and the 
rulers, and all the people, took Jrli >ash out of 
the temple into the king’s palace, and when he 
had set nim upon the king’s throne, the people 
shouted lor jo), and betook themselves to feast¬ 
ing, and kept a festival for many da vs; but the 
city was quiet upon the death of Athaliah. Now 
Jenoash was seven years old when he took the 
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kingdom: his mother’s name was Zibiab, of the 
city Beersheba. And all the time Jehoiada lived, 
Jehoash was carefulthat the laws should be kept, 
and very zealous in the worship of God; and 
when he was of age, he married two wives, who 
were given to him by the high priest, by whom 
were born to him both sons and daughters. And 
thus much shall suffice to have related concern¬ 
ing king Jehoash, how he escaped the treachery 
of Athaliah, and how he received the kingdom. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Ilnzael makes an Expedition against the People 
of Israel , and the Inhabitants af Jerusalem. 
Jehu dies , and Jehoahaz succeeds in the Go- 
vernment . Jehoash , the King of Jerusalem, at 
first is careful about the Worship of Gad, but 
afterward becomes impious , and commands 
Zachariah tobe stoned. When JchoashyKing 
of Judali] was dead , Amaziah succeeds him in 
ihe Kingdom. 

$1. Now Hazael, king of Syria, fought against 
the Israelites and their king‘Jehu, and spoiled 
the eastern parts of the country beyond Jordan, 
which belonged to the Reubenites and Gadites, 
and to [the half tribe ofj Manassites; as also 
Gilead and Bashan, hurning and spoiling, and 
offering violence to all that he laid his hands 
on; and this without impeachment from Jehu, 
who made no haste to defend the country when 
it was under this distress: nay, he was become 
a contemner of religion, and a despiser of holi¬ 
ness, and of the laws; and died when he had 
reigned over the Israelites twenty-seven years. 
He was buried in Samaria; and ’left Jehoahaz, 
his son, his successor in the government. 

2. Now Jehoash, king of Jerusalem, had an in¬ 
clination to repair the temple of God; so he 
called Jehoiada, and bade him send the Levites 
and priests through all the country, to require 
half a shekel of silver for every head, towards the 
rebuilding and repairing of the temple, which 
was brought to decay by Jehoram, and Athaliah, 
and her sons. But the high priest did not do 
this, as concluding that no one would willingly 
pay that money; but on the twenty-third year 
ofJehoash’s reign, when the king sent for him 
and the Levites, and complained that they had 
not obeyed what he enjoined them, and still com¬ 
manded them to take care of the rebuilding the 
temple, he used this stratagem for collecting the 
money, with which the multitude was pleased. 
He made a wooden chest, and closed it up fast 
on all sides, but opened one bole in it: he then 
set it in the temple beside the altar, and desired 
every one to cast into it, through the hole, what 
he pleased, for the repair of the temple. This 
contrivance was acceptable to the people, and 
tiny strove one with another, and brought in 
jointly largv quantity s of silver and gold: and 
when the scribe and the priest that were over the 
treasuries had emptied the chest, and counted 
the money in the king’s presence, they then set 
it in its former place, and thus did they every 
day. But when the multitude appeared to have 
cast in as much as wu« wanted, the high priest 
Jehoiada, and king Jt iioa.sh, sent to hire masons 
and carpenters, and to buy large pieces of tim¬ 
ber. and of the most curious sort; and when they 
had repaired the temple, they made use of the 
remaining gold and silver, which was not a little, 
for howls, and bason >, and cups, and other ves 
sels, and they went on to make the altar every 
day fat with sacrifices of great value. And these 
things were taken suitable cure of, as long as Je 
lioiadn lived. 

3. But as soon as be was dead, which was 
when he had lived one hundred nnd thirty years 
having been a righteous, and in every respect a 
very good man, he was huried in the king’s se¬ 
pulchre at Jerusalem, (because he bad recovereo 
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the kingdom to the family of David,) king Je¬ 
hoash betrayed his [want of] care about God. 
The principal men of the people were corrupted 
also together with him, and offended against 
their duty, and what their constitution determin¬ 
ed to be most for their good. Hereupon God 
was displeased with the change that was made 
on the king, and on the rest of the people; and 
sent prophets to testify to them what tneir ac¬ 
tions were, and to bring them to leave off their 
wickedness: but they nad gotten such a strong 
affection and so violent an inclination to it, that 
neither could the examples of those that had of¬ 
fered affronts to the laws, and had been so se¬ 
verely punished, they and their entire families, 
nor could the fear of what the prophets now fore¬ 
told, bring them to repentance, and turn them 
back from their course of transgression to their 
former duty. But the king commanded that 
Zachariah, the son of the high priest Jehoiada, 
should be stoned to death in tne temple, and 
forgot the kindnesses he had received from his 
father; for when God had appointed him to pro¬ 
phesy, he stood in the midst of the multitude and 
gave this counsel to them and to the king, that 
they should act righteously, and foretold to them, 
that if they would not hearken to his admoni¬ 
tions, they should suffer a heavy punishment: 
but as Zachariah was ready to die, he appeal¬ 
ed to God, as a witness of what he suffered, 
for the good counsel he had given them, and 
how he perished after a most severe and violent 
manner for the good deeds his father had done to 
Jehoash. 

4. However, it was not long before the king 
suffered punishment for his transgression: for 
when Hazael, king of Syria, made an irruption 
into his country, and when he had overthrown 
Gath, and spoiled it, he made an expedition 
against Jerusalem; upon which Jehoash was 
afraid and emptied all the treasures of God, and 
of the kings [before him,] and took down the 
gifts that had been dedicated, [in the temple,] 
and sent them to the king of Syria, and procured 
so muQh by them, that he was not besieged, nor 
his kingdom quite endangered, but Hazael was 
induced by the greatness of the sum of money 
not to bring his army against Jerusalem: yet Je¬ 
hoash fell into a severe distemper, and was set 
upon by his friends, in order to revenge the death 
of Zachariah the son of Jehoiada. These laid 
snares for the king, and slew him. He was in¬ 
deed buried in Jerusalem, but not in the royal 
sepulchres of his forefathers, because of his im¬ 
piety. He lived forty-seven years, and Amaziah 
his son succeeded him in the kingdom. 

5. In the one-and-twentieth year of the reign 
of Jehoash, Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, took the 
government of the Israelites in Samaria, and 
held it seventeen years. He did not [properl}’] 
imitate his father, but was guilty of as wicked 

radices as those that first had God in contempt: 

ut the king of Syria brought him low, and by 
an expedition ngamst him did so greatly reduce 
his forces, that there remained no more of so 
great an army than ten thousand armed men, 
and fifty horsemen. He also took away from 
him his great cities, and many of them also, and 
destroyed his army. And these were the things 
that the people of Israel suffered, according to 

♦ This charrcter of Joash, tlie son of Jehoahaz, that 
“he vvasa good man,and in his disposition not nt all 
like his father, seems a direct contradiction to our or¬ 
dinary copies, which say, 2 Kings xiii. II, that “he did 
evil in the sight of the Lord; and he departed not from 
all the sins of Jeroboam, the son of Nebnt, who made 
Israel to sin, he walked therein.” Which copies are 
here the truest, it is hard positively to determine. If 
Josephus’s he true, this Joasli is the single instance of 
a good king over the ten tribes: if the other he true, we 
have not one such example. The nccount that follows, 
in all copies, of Elisha the prophet’s concern for him, 
and his concern for Elisha, greatly favors Josephus’s 


the prophecy of Elisha, when he foretold that 
Ha/.ael should kill his master, and reign over the 
Syrians and Damascenes. But when Jehoahaz 
was under such unavoidable miseries, he had re¬ 
course to prayer and supplication to God, and be¬ 
sought him to deliver nim out of the hands of 
Hazael, and not overlook him, and give him up 
into his hands. Accordingly, God accepted of 
his repentance instead of virtue, and being desi¬ 
rous rather to admonish those that might repent, 
and not to determine that they should be utterly 
destroyed, he granted him deliverance from war 
and dangers. So the country, having obtained 
peace, returned again to its former condition, and 
flourished as before. 

6. Now, after the death of Jehoahaz, his son 
Joash took the kingdom, in the thirty-seventh 
year of Jehoash, the king of the tribe of Judah. 
This Joash then took the kingdom of Israel in 
Samaria, for he had the same name with the king 
of Jerusalem, and he retained the kingdom six¬ 
teen years. He was a good man, and in his dis¬ 
position not at all like nis father. 46 Now at this 
time it was, that when Elisha the prophet, who 
was already very old, and was now fallen into a 
disease, the king of Israel came to visit him; 
and when he found him very near death, he be¬ 
an to weep in his sight, and lament, to call him 
is father, and his weapons, because it was by 

his means that he never made use of his wea- 
ons against his enemies, but that he overcame 
is own adversaries by his prophecies, without 
fighting; and that he was now departing this 
life, and leaving him to the Syrians, that were 
already armed, and to other enemies of his that 
were under their power: so he said it w r as not 
safe for him to live any longer, but that it would 
be well for him to hasten to his end, and depart 
out of this life with him. As the king was thus 
bemoaning himself, Elisha comforted him, and 
bade the king bend a bow that was brought him, 
and when the king had fitted the bow for shoot¬ 
ing, Elisha took hold of his hands and bade him 
shoot: and when he had shot three arrows, and 
then left off, Elisha said, “If thou hadst shot 
more arrows, thou hadst cut the kingdom of 
Syria up bv the roots, but since thou hast been 
satisfied with shooting three times only, thou 
shalt fight and beat the Syrians no more times 
! than three, that thou mayst recover that coun¬ 
try which they cut off’ from thv kingdom in the 
reign of thy father.” So when the king had 
heard that, he departed, and a little while after, 
the prophet died. He was a man celebrated for 
righteousness; and in eminent favor with God. 
He also performed wonderful and surprising 
works by prophecy, and such as were gloriously 
preserved in memory among the Hebrews. He 
also obtained a magnificent funeral, such a one 
indeed as it was fit a person so beloved of 
God should have. It also happened, that at that 
time certain robbers cast a man whom they had 
slain into Elisha’s grave, and upon his dead body 
coming close to Elisha’s body, it revived again. 
And thus far have we enlarged about the actions 
of Elisha the prophet, both such as he did while 
he was alive, and how he had a divine power 
after his death also. 

7. Now upon the death of Hazael, the king 
of Syria, that kingdom came to Adad his son, 

copies, and supposes this kin:: to have been then a good 
man, and no idolater, with whom God’s prophets used 
not to he so familiar. Upon the whole, since it ap¬ 
pears, even by Josephus’s own account, that Amaziah, 
the good king of Judah, while he was a good king, was 
forbidden to make use of the ll>0,000 auxiliaries he 
had hired of this Joash, the king of Israel, ns if he and 
they were then idolaters, 2 Cliron. xxv. t>—9, it is moot 
likely that these different characters of Joash suited 
the different part9 of his reign, and that, according to 
our common copies, he wns nt first a wicked king; and 
afterward was reclaimed, and became q good one, ac 
cording to Josephus. 
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with whom Joash king- of Israel made war, and 
when he had beaten bitu in three battles, he 
took from him all that country, and all those ci¬ 
ties and villages which his father Hazael had 
taken from the kingdom of Israel, which came 
to pass, however, according to the prophecy of 
Elisha. But when Joash happened to die, he 
was buried in Samaria, and tne government de¬ 
volved on his son Jeroboam. 

CHAP. IX. 

How Amaziah made an Expedition against the 
Edomites and Amalekites, and conquered them; 
but when he afterward made War against Jo¬ 
ash, he was beaten, and not long after was slain , 
and Uzziah succeeded in the Government. 

Jl. Now in the second year of the reign of 
Joash over Israel, Amaziah reigned over the 
tribe of Judah at Jerusalem. His mother's name 
was Jehohaddan, who was born at Jerusalem. 
He was exceedingly careful in doing what was 
right, and this when he was very young; but 
when he came to the management of affairs, and 
to the government, he resolved that he ought 
first of all to avenge his father Jehoash, and to 
unish those his friends that had laid violent 
ands upon him; so he seized upon them all, and 
put them to death, yet did he execute no severi¬ 
ty upon their children, but acted therein accord¬ 
ing to the laws of Moses, who did not think it 
just to punish children for the sins of their fa¬ 
thers. After this he chose him an army out of 
the tribe of Judah and Benjamin, of such as 
were in the flower of their age, and about twen¬ 
ty years old; and when he had collected about 
three hundred thousand of them together, he 
set captains of hundreds over them. He also 
sent to the king of Israel, and hired a hundred 
thousand of his soldiers for a hundred talents of 
silver, for he had resolved to make an expedition 
againsfthe nations of the Amalekices, and Edom¬ 
ites, and Gebalites: but as he was preparing for 
his expedition, and ready to go out to the w r ar, 
a prophet gave him counsel to dismiss the army 
of the Israelites, because they were bad men, 
and because God foretold that he should be beat¬ 
en, if he made use of them as auxiliaries; but 
that he should overcome his enemies, though he 
had but a few soldiers, when it so pleased God. 
And when the king grudged at his having al¬ 
ready paid the hire of the Israelites, the prophet 
exhorted him to do what God would have him, 
because he should thereby obtain much wealth 
from God. So he dismissed them, and said, that 
he still freely gave them their pay, and went 
himself with his own army, and made war with 
the nations before mentioned; and when he had 
beaten them in battle, he slew of them ten thou¬ 
sand, and took as many prisoners alive, whom he 
brought to the great rock which is in Arabia, and 
threw them down from it headlong. He also 
brought away a great deal of prey, and vast 
riches, from those nations. But while Amaziah 
was engaged in this expedition, those Israelites 
whom he had hired, and then dismissed, were 
very uneasy at it, and taking their dismission for 
an affront, as supposing that this would not have 
been done to them but out of contempt, they fell 
upon his kingdom, and proceeded to spoil the 
country as far as Bethhoron, and took much cat¬ 
tle and slew three thousand men. 

2. Now, upon the victory which Amaziah had 
gotten, and tne great acts he had done, he was 
puffed up, and began to overlook God, who had 
given him the victory, and proceeded to worship 
the gods he had brought out of the country of 
the Amalekites. So a prophet came to him and 
•aid, that “he wondered now he could esteem 
these to be gods, who had been of no advantage 
to their own people, who paid them honors; 
nor had delivered them from his hand, but had 
overlooked the destruction of many of them, and 
had suffered themselves to be carried captive 


for that they had been carried to Jerusalem, in 
the same manner as any one might have taken 
some of the enemy alive, and led them thither.” 
This reproof provoked the kinff to anger, and he 
commanded the prophet to hold his peace, and 
threatened to punish him if he meddled with his 
conduct. So ne replied, “That he should in¬ 
deed hold his peace; hut foretold withal, that 
God would not overlook his attempts for innova¬ 
tion.” But Amaziah was not able to contain 
himself under that prosperity which God had 
given him, although he had affronted God there¬ 
upon; but in a vein of insolence he wrote to 
Joash, the king of Israel, and “commanded that 
he and all his people should be obedient to him, 
as they had formerly been obedient to his pro- 
enitors, David and Solomon; and he let him 
now, that if he would not be so wise as to do 
what he commanded him, he must fight for his 
dominion.” To which message Joash returned 
this answer in writing: “King Joash to king 
Amaziah. There was a vastly tall cypress-tree 
in mount Lebanon, as also a thistle: this thistle 
sent to the cypress-tree, to give the cypress 
tree’s daughter in marriage to the thistle’s son, 
but as the thistle was saying this, there came a 
wild beast and trod down the thistle: and this 
may be a lesson to thee not to be so ambitious, 
and to have a care, lest, upon thy good success 
in the fight against the Amalekites, thou growest 
so proud as to bring dangers upon thyself and 
upon thy kingdom.” 

3. When Amaziah had read this letter, he was 
more eager upon this expedition, which I sup- 
ose, was by the impulse of God; that he might 
e punished for his offence against him. But as 
soon as he led out his army against Joash, and 
they were going to join battle with him, there 
came such a fear and consternation upon the 
army of Amaziah, as God, when he is displeased, 
sends upon men, and discomfited them, even 
before they came to a close fight. Now it hap¬ 
pened, that as they were scattered about by tne 
terror that was upon them, Amaziah was left 
alone, and was taken prisoner by the enemy; 
whereupon Joash threatened to kill him, unless 
he would persuade the people of Jerusalem to 
open their gates to him, and receive him and h"i9 
army into the citv. Accordingly, Amaziah was 
so distressed, and in such fear of his life, that he 
made his enemy to be received into the city. 
So Joash overthrew' a part of the wall, of the 
length of four hundred cubits, and drove his 
chariot through the breach into Jerusalem, and 
led Amaziah captive along with him: by w'hich 
means he became master of Jerusalem, and took 
away the treasures of God, and carried off all 
the gold and silver that was in the king’s palace, 
and then freed the king from captivity, and re¬ 
turned to Samaria. Now these things*happened 
to the people of Jerusalem in the fourteenth 
year of the reign of Amaziah, who after this 
had a conspiracy made againsthira by his friends, 
and fled to the city of Larhish, and was there 
slain by the conspirators, who sent men thither 
to kill him. So they took up his dead body, and 
carried it to Jerusalem, and made a royal funeral 
for him. This was the rnd of the life of Ama¬ 
ziah, because of his innovations in religion, and 
his contempt of God, when he had lived fifty- 
four years, and had reigned twenty-nine. lie was 
succeeded by his son. whose name was Uzziah 
CHAP. X. 

Concerning Jeroboam, King of Israel, and Jonah 
the Prophet: and how,after the Death of Jero¬ 
boam , his Son Zachariah took the Government. 
How Uzziah, King of Jerusalem, subdued the 
JVations that were roundabout him; andwhatbg- 

fell him when he attempted to offer Incense to 
God. 

51. In the fifteenth year of the reign of Ama¬ 
ziah Jeroooam the son of Joash reigned over 
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Israel and Samaria forty years. The king was 
guilty of contumely against God,* and became 
very wicked in worshipping of idols, and in many 
undertakings that were absurd and foreign. He 
was also the cause of ten thousand misfortunes 
to fhe people of Israel. Now one Jonah, a pro¬ 
phet, foretold to him, that he should make war 
with the Syrians, and conquer their arm}’, and 
enlarge the bounds of his kingdom on the north¬ 
ern parts, to the city Hamath, and on the south¬ 
ern, to the lake Asphaltitis, for the bounds of the 
Canaanites originally were these, as Joshua their 
general had determined them. So Jeroboam made 
an expedition against the Syrians, and overran 
all their country, as Jonah had foretold. 

2. Now I cannot but think it necessary for me, 
who have promised to give an accurate account 
of our affairs, to describe the actions of this pro¬ 
phet, so far as I have found them written down 
in the Hebrew books. Jonah had been com¬ 
manded by God to go to the kingdom of Nine¬ 
veh; and when he was there, to publish in that 
city, how it should lose the dominion it had over 
the nations. But he went not, out of fear; nay, 
he ran away from God to the city of Joppa, and 
finding a ship there, he went into it, and sailed to 
Tarsus, in Cilicia,f and upon the rise of a most 
terrible storm, which was so great that the ship 
was in danger of sinking, the mariners, the mas¬ 
ter, and the pilot himself, made prayers and vows, 
in case they escaped the sea: but Jonah lay still 
and covered [in the ship,] without imitating any 
thing that the others did: but as the waves grew 
greater, and the sea became more violent by the 
winds, they suspected, as is usual in such cases, 
that some one of the persons that sailed with 
them was the occasion of this storm, and agreed 
to discover by lot which of them it was. When 
they had cast lot9, the lot fell upon the prophet;! 
and when they asked him, wnence he came? 
and what he had done? he replied, that he was 
a Hebrew by nation, and a prophet of Almighty 
God; and he persuaded them to cast him into 
the sea, tf they would escape the danger they 
were in, for that he was the occasion of tne storm 
which was upon them. Now at the first they 
durst not do so, as esteeming it a wicked thing 
to cast a man who was a stranger, and who had 
committed his life to them, into such manifest 
perdition; but at last, when their misfortunes 
overbore them, and the ship was just going to be 
drowned, and when they were animated to do it 
by the prophet himself, and by the fear concern¬ 
ing their own safety, they ca6t him into the sea; 
upon which the sea became calm. It is also 
related, that Jonah was swallowed down by a 
whale, and that when he had been there three 
days, and as many nights, he was vomited out 
upon the Euxine Sea, and this alive, and without 
any hurt upon his body; and there, on his pray¬ 
er to God, he obtained pardon for his sins, and 
went to the city Nineveh, where he stood so as 

* What I have above noted concerning Jelioasli, seems 
to me to have been true also concerning bis son Jero¬ 
boam 11. via. that although lie began wickedly, as Jose¬ 
phus agrees with our other copies, and as he adds, “ was 
the cause of a vast number of misfortunes to the Israel¬ 
ites in those his first years” (the particulars of which are 
unhappily wanting both in Josephus and in all our co¬ 
pies,) so does it seem to me thnt he was afterward re* 
claimed, and became a good kins, and so was encou¬ 
raged by the prophet Jonah, and had great success nf- 
terward, when “God saved the Israelites by the hand 
of Jeroboam, the son of Joash,” 2 Kings xiv. 27; which 
encouragement by Jonah, and great successes, are equal¬ 
ly observable in Josephus, and in the other copies. 

t When Jonah is said in our Rihlos to have gone to Tar- 
ehisli, Jonah 1. 3, Josephus understood it that he went 
to Tarsus in Cilicia,or to the Mediterranean Sea, upon 
which Tarsus lay; so thnt lie does not nppear to hnve 
read the text, 1 Kings xxii. 48, as our copies do, that ships 
of Tarshish could lie at Ezion-Geber,upon the Red Sea. 
But as to Josephus’s assertion, that Jonah’s fish was 


to be heard, and preached, that “in a very little 
time they shoulcl lose the dominion of Asia.” 
And when he had published this, he returned. 
Now, I have given tne account about him as I 
found it written [in our books.] 

3. When Jeroboam the king had passed his 
life in great happiness, and hadf ruled forty years, 
he died, and was buried in Samaria, and his son 
Zechariah took the kingdom. After the same 
manner did Uzziah, the son of Amaziah, begin 
to reign over the two tribes in Jerusalem, in the 
fourteenth year of the reign of Jeroboam. He 
was born of Jecoliah, his mother, who was a 
citizen of Jerusalem. He was a good man, and 
by nature righteous and magnanimous, and labo¬ 
rious in taking care of the affairs of his kingdom. 
He made an expedition also against the Philis¬ 
tines, and overcame them in battle, and took the 
cities of Gath and Jabneh, and brake down their 
walls: after which expedition, he assaulted 
those Arabs that adjoined to Egypt. He also 
built a city upon the Ked Sea, and put a garrison 
into it. He after this overthrew the Ammonites; 
and appointed that they should pay tribute. He 
also overcame all the countries as far as the 
bounds of Egypt, and then began to take care of 
Jerusalem itself for the rest of his life, for he re¬ 
built and repaired all those parts of the waW 
which had eitner fallen down by length of time, 
or by the carelessness of the kings his predeces¬ 
sors, as w’ell as all that part which had been 
thrown down by the kingot Israel, when he took 
his father Amaziah prisoner, and entered with 
him into the city. Moreover, he built a great 
many towers, of one hundred and fifty cubits 
high, and built walled towns in desert places 
and put garrisons into them, and dug many chan¬ 
nels for conveyance of water. He had also many 
beasts for labor, and an immense number o? 
cattle; for his country was fit for pasturage. 
He was also given to husbandry, and took care 
to cultivate the ground, and planted it with all 
sorts of plants, and sowed it with all sorts of 
seeds. He had also about him an army com¬ 
posed of chosen men, in number three hundred 
and seventy thousand, who were governed by 
general officers and captains of thousands, who 
were men of valor and of unconquerable 
strength, in number two thousand. He also di¬ 
vided! his whole army into bands, and armed 
them, giving every one a sword, with brazen 
bucklers and breastplates, with bows and slings; 
and besides these, he made for them many 
engines of war, for besieging of cities, such as 
cast stones and darts, with grapplers, and other 
instruments of that sort. 

4. While Uzziah was in this state, and ma¬ 
king preparation [for futurity,] he was corrupted 
in his mind by pride, and became insolent, and 
this on account of that abundance which he had 
of things that will soon perish, and despised that 
power which is of eternal duration, (which con- 

carried hy the strength of current, upon a storm, as far 
as the Euxine Sea, it is noway impossible: and since 
the storm might have driven tile ship, while Jonah was 
in it, near to thnt Euxine I8ea, and since in three more 
days, while he was in the fish's I cUy, that rurrent 
might bring him to the Assyrian coast, and since withal 
that coast could hring him nearer to Nineveh than 
could any coast of the Mediterranean, it is by no mean* 
an improbable determination in Josephus. 

JThis ancient piece of religion, of supposing there 
was great sin where there was great misery, and of 
casting lots todiscovcrgreat sinners, not only among 
the Israelites,but nmongthosc heathen mariners,sccrr.s 
a remarkable remains of the ancient tradition which 
prevailed of old over all mankind, that Providence 
used to interpose visibly in all human affairs, nmi never 
to bring, or atlensi not long to continue, notorious judg¬ 
ments hut for notorious sins, which the most ancient 
hook of Job shows to have been the state of mankind 
for about the former 3000 years of the world, till the 
days of Job and Moses. 
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siated in piety towards God, and in the observa¬ 
tion of his laws,) so he fell by occasion of the good 
success of his affairs, and was carried headlong 
into those sins of his fathers which the splendor 
of that prosperity he enjoyed, and the glorious 
actions he had done, led him into, while he was 
not able to govern himself well about them. Ac¬ 
cordingly, when a remarkable day was come, 
and a general festival was to be celebrated, he 
put on the holy garment, and went into the 
temple to offer incense to God upon the golden 
altar, which he was prohibited to do by Aza- 
riah the high priest, who had fourscore priests 
with him, and who told him that it was not lawful 
for him to offer sacrifice, and that “ none besides 
the posterity of Aaron were permitted so to do.” 
And when they cried out, that he must go out of 
the temple, and not transgress against God, he 
was wroth at them, and threatened to kill them, 
unless they would hold their peace. In the mean 
time, a great earthquake shook the ground,* 
and a rent was made in the temple, and the 
bright rays of the sun shone through it, and fell 
npon the king's face, insomuch that the leprosy 
seized upon him immediately. And before the 
city, at a place called Eroge, half the mountain 
broke off from the rest on the west, and rolled 
itself four furlongs, and stood still at the east 
mountain, till the roads, as well as the king’s 
gardens, were spoiled by the obstruction. Now, 
as soon as the priests saw that the king’s face 
was infected with the leprosy, they told nim of 
the calamity he was under, and commanded that 
he should go out of the city as a polluted person. 
Hereupon he was so contounded at the sad dis¬ 
temper, and sensible that he was not at liberty 
to contradict, that he did as he was commanded, 
and underwent this miserable aod terrible pu¬ 
nishment for an intention beyond what befitted a 
man to have, and for that impiety against God 
which was implied therein. So he abode out of 
the city for some time, and lived a private life, 
while his son Jonathan took the government: af¬ 
ter which he died of grief and anxiety at what 
had happened to him, when he had lived sixty- 
eight years, and reigned of them fifty-two; and 
was buried by himself in his own gardens. 

CHAP. XL 

How Zechariah , Shallum , Menahem, Pekahiah, 
and Pekah, took the Government over thelsraeU 
ites; and how Pul and Tiglath-Pileser made 
an Expedition against the Israelites . How Jo- 
. tham the son of Uzziah, reigned over the Tribe 
of Judah: and what things J\~ahum prophesied 
against the Assyrians. 

$ 1. Now when Zechariah, the son of Jero¬ 
boam, had reigned six months over Israel, he 
was slain by the treachery of a certain friend of 
his, whose name was Shallum, the son of Jabesh, 
who took the kingdom afterward, but kept it no 
longer than thirty days; for Menahem, the 
general of his armv, who was at that time in the 
city of Tirzah, and heard of what had befallen 
Zechariah, removed thereupon with all his for¬ 
ces to Samaria, and joining Dattle with Shallum, 
slew him; and when he had made himself king, 

* This account of an earthquake at Jerusalem, at the 
very same time when Uzziab usurped the priest’s of¬ 
fice, Dnd went into the sanctuary lo burn incense, and of 
the consequences of that earthquake, is entirely want¬ 
ing in our other cppies, though it he exceeding like to a 
prophecy of Jeremiah now in Zech. xiv. 4, 5. in which 
prophecy mention is made of “ fleeing from that earth¬ 
quake, as they fled from this earthquake in the days of 
Uzziab, king of Judah:” so that there seems to have 
been some considerable reBemblnnre between these his¬ 
torical and prophetical earthquakes. 

t Dr. Wall, in his critical notes on 2 Kings xv. 20, 
observes, “that when this Menahem is said to have 
exacted the money of Israel, of all the mighty men of 
wealth, of each man fifty shekels of silver, lo give Pul, 
the king of Assyria, one thousand talents, this is the 


he went thence, and came to the city Tip ah 
but the citizens that were in it shut their gates 
and barred them against the king, and would not 
admit him; but in order to be avenged on them, 
lie burned the country round about it, and took the 
city bv force, upon a siege; and being very much 
displeased at what the inhabitants of Tipbsah 
haa done, he slew them all, and spared not so 
much as the infants, without omitting the utmost 
instances of cruelty and barbarity; for he used 
such severity upon his own countrymen, as 
would not be pardonable with regard tostrangere 
who had been conquered by him. And after 
this manner it was that this Menahem continued 
to reign with cruelty and barbarity for ten years: 
but when Pul, king of Assyria, had made an ex¬ 
pedition against him, he did Dot think meet to 
fight or engage in battle with the Assyrians, but 
he persuaded hint to accept of a thousand talents 
of silver, and to go away, and so put an end to the 
war. This sum the multitude collected for Me¬ 
nahem, by exacting fifty drachma* as poll money 
for every head :f after which he died, and was 
buried in Samaria, and left his son Pekahiah his 
successor in the kingdom, who followed the bar¬ 
barity of his father, and so rnled but two years 
only, after which he was slain with his friends at 
a feast, by the treachery of one Pekah, the 
general of his horse, and the son of Reraaliah, 
who laid snares for him. Now this Pekah held 
the government twenty years, and proved a 
wicked man, and a transgressor. But the king 
of Assyria, whose name was Tiglath-Pileser, 
when he had made an expedition against the 
Israelites, and had overrun all the land of Gilead, 
and the region beyond Jordan, and the adjoining 
country, which is called Galilee, and Kadesb and 
Hazor, he made the inhabitants prisoners, and 
transplanted them iDto his own kingdom. And so 
much shall suffice to have related here con¬ 
cerning the king of Assyria. 

2. Now Jotham, the son of Uzziah, reigned 
over the tribe of Judah in Jerusalem, being a 
citizen thereof by his mother, whose name was 
Jerusha. This king was not defective in any 
virtue, bnt was religious towards God, and righ¬ 
teous towards men, and careful of the good ‘of 
the city, (for what parts soever wanted to be re¬ 
paired or adorned, ne magnificently repaired and 
adorned them.) He also took care of the foun¬ 
dations of the cloisters in the temple, and re¬ 
paired the walls that were fallen down, and built 
very great towers, and such as were almost im- 

re’gnable; and if any thing else in his kingdom 

ad been neglected, he took great care of it. He 
also made an expedition against the Ammonites, 
and overcame them in battle, and ordered them 
to pay tribute, a hundred talent3 and ten thou¬ 
sand cori of wheat, and as many of barley, 
every year, and so augmented his kingdom, 
that his enemies could not despise it, and his 
own people lived happily. 

3. Now there was at that time a prophet, whose 
name was Nahum, who spake after this manner 
concerning the overthrow of the Assyrians, and 
Nineveh: “Nineveh shall be a pool of water in 
motion;{ so shall all her people be troubled, and 
tossed, and go away by flight, while they say one 

first public money raised by any [Israelite] king by n 
tax on the people; that lhey used before to raise it ont 
of the treasures of tbe house of ibe Lord, or of tbeir 
own house; lhai it was a poll-money on the rich men 
[and them only] to raise .£333,000, or as others count 
a talent £400,000, at the rale of £6 or £7 per head; 
and that God commanded by Ezekiel, chap. xlv. 8 
nmi xlvi. J8, that no such thing should be done [at 
the Jews’ restoration,] but the king should have land of 
his own.” 

t This passaze is taken out of the prophet Nahum, ch. 
ii. 8—13, and is the principal, or raiber the only one 
that is eiven us almost verbatim , but a little abridged, 
in all Josephus’s known wrilings: by wbich quotation 
we learn what he himself always asserts, viz. that he 
made use of the Hebrew original [and not of the Greek 
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to another, stand, stand still, seize their gold and 
silver, for there shall be no one to wish them 
well, for they will rather save their lives than 
their money; for a terrible contention shall pos¬ 
sess them one with another, and lamentation, 
and loosing of the members, and their counte¬ 
nances shall be perfectly black with fear. And 
there will be the den of the lions, and the mo¬ 
ther of the young lions. God says to thee, Ni¬ 
neveh, that they shall deface thee, and the lion 
shall no longer go out from thee to give laws to 
the world.” And indeed this prophet prophesied 
many other things besides these concerning Ni¬ 
neveh, which I do not think necessary to repeat; 
and I here omit them, that I may not appear 
troublesome to my readers; all which things 
happened about Nineveh, a hundred and fifteen 
years afterwards; so this may suffice to have 
spoken of these matters. 

CHAP. XII. 

How upon the Death of Jotharn , Ahaz reigned in 
his stead; against whom Rezin, King of Syria, 
and Pekah, King of Israel, made JPar; and 
how Tiglath-Pileser , King of Assyria, came to 
the Assistance of Ahaz , and laid Syria waste , 
and removing the Damascenes into Media, 
placed other Nations in their room. 

§ 1. Now Jotharn died when he had lived forty- 
one years, and of them reigned sixteen, and was 
buried in the sepulchres of the kings: and the 
kingdom came to his son Ahaz, who proved 
most impious towards God, and a transgressor 
of the laws of his country. He imitated the 
kings of Israel, and reared altars in Jerusalem, 
and offered sacrifices upon them to idols; to 
which also he offered his own son as a burnt-of¬ 
fering, according to the practices of the Canaan- 
ites. His other actions were also of the same 
sort. Now as he was going on in this mad course, 
Rezin, the king of Syria and Damascus, and Pe- 
kah the king of Israel, who were now at amity 
with one another, made war with him: and when 
they had driven him into Jerusalem, they be¬ 
sieged that city a long while, making but small 
progress, on account of the strength of its walls; 
and when the king of Syria had taken the city 
Elath, upon the Red Sea, and had slain the in¬ 
habitants, lie peopled it with Sj’rians, and when 
he had slain those in the [other] garrisons, and 
the Jews in their neighborhood, and had driven 
away much prey, he returned with his army 
back to Damascus. Now when the king of Je¬ 
rusalem knew that the Syrians were returned 
home, he, supposing himself a match for the 
king of Israel, drew out his army against him, 
and, joining battle with him, was beaten; and 
this happened because God was angry w r ith him 
on account of his many and great enormities. 
Accordingly, there were slain by the Israelites 
one hundred and twenty thousand of his men 
that day, whose general, Amaziah by name, slew 
Zechariah the king’s son in his conflict with 
Ahaz, as well as the governor of the kingdom, 
whose name was Azricam. He also carried El- 
kanah, the general of the troops of the tribe of 
Judah, into captivity. They also carried the 
women and children of the tribe of Benjamin, 
captives; and when they had gotten a great deal 
of prey, they returned to Samaria. 

2. Now there was one Obed, who was a pro- 
het at that time in Samaria: he met the army 
efore the city walls, and with a loud voice told 
them, “That they had gotten the victory, not by 
their own strength, but by reason of the anger 
God had against king Ahaz. And he complain¬ 
ed, that they were not satisfied with the good 
success they had against him, but were so bold as 

version;] as also we learn, that his Hebrew copy con¬ 
siderably differed from ours. See all three texts par- 
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to make captives out of their kinsmen the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin. He also gave them 
counsel to let them go home without doing them 
any harm, for that if they did not obey God here¬ 
in, they should be punished.” So the people of 
Israel came together to their assembly, ana con¬ 
sidered of these matters, when a man whose 
name was Berechiah, and who was one of chief 
reputation in the government, stood up, and three 
others with him, and said, “ We will not suffer 
the citizens to bring these prisoners into the city, 
lest we be all destroyed by God: we have sins 
enough of our own that we have committed 
against him, as the prophets assure us: nor 
ought we therefore to introduce the practice of 
new crimes.” When the soldiers heard that, 
they permitted them to do what they thought 
best. So the forenamed men took the captives 
and let them go, and took care of them, and gave 
them provisions, and sent them to theii own 
country, without doing them any harm. How¬ 
ever, these four went along with them, and con¬ 
ducted them as far as Jericho, which is not far 
from Jerusalem, and returned to Samaria. 

3. Hereupon king Ahaz, having been so tho¬ 
roughly beaten by the Israelites, sent to Tiglath- 
Pileser, king of the Assyrians, and sued for as¬ 
sistance from him in his war against the Israel¬ 
ites, and Syrians, and Damascenes, with a pro¬ 
mise to send him much money; he sent him also 
great presents at the same time. Now this king, 
upon the reception of those ambassadors, came 
to assist Ahaz, and made war upon the Syrians, 
and laid their country waste, and took Damascus 
by force, and slew Rezin their king, and trans¬ 
planted the people of Damascus into the upper 
Media, and brought a colony of Assyrians, and 
planted them in Damascus. He also afflicted 
the land of Israel, and took many captives out of 
it. While he was doing thus with the Syrians, 
the king Ahaz took all the gold that was in the 
kiug’s treasures, and the silver, and what was in 
the temple of God, and what precious gifts were 
there, and he carried them with him, and came 
to Damascus, and gave it to the king of Assyria, 
according to his agreement. So he confessed 
he owed him thanks for all they had done for 
him, and returned to Jerusalem/ Now this king 
w f as so sottish, and thoughtless of what was for 
his own good, that he would not leave off wor¬ 
shipping the Syrian gods when he was beaten 
by them, but he went on in worshipping them, 
as though they would procure him tne victory; 
and when he w T as beaten again, he began to ho¬ 
nor the gods of the Assyrians; and he seemed 
more desirous to honor any other gods than his 
own paternal and true God, whose anger was the 
cause of his defeat; nay, he proceeded to such a 
degree of despite and contempt [of God’s wor¬ 
ship,] that he shut up the temple entirely, and 
forbade them to bring in their appointed sacri¬ 
fices, and took away the gifts that had been 
iven to it. And when he had offered these in- 
ignities to God, he died, having lived thirty-six 
ears, and of them reigned sixteen; and he left 
is son Hezekiah for his successor. 

CHAP. XIII. 

How Pekah died by the Treachery of Hoshea, 
who was a little after subdued by Shalmaneser; 
and how Hezekiah reigned instead of Ahaz; 
and what Actions of Piety and Justice he did. 

§ 1. About the same time, Pekah, the king of 
Israel, died, by the treachery of a friend of his, 
whose name w r as Hoshea, who retained the king¬ 
dom nine years’ time, but was a wicked man aud 
a despiser of the di* ine worship. And Shalrna- 
nezer, the king of Assyria, made an expedition 

ticularly set dowm, and compared together, in the Es¬ 
say on the Old Testament, page 187, 
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against him, and orercame him, (which must 
have been because he had not God favorable or 
assisting to him,) and brought him to submission, 
aad ordered him to pay an appointed tribute. 
Nowin the fourth year of the reign of Hoshea, 
Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz, began to reign in 
Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Abijah, 
a citizen of Jerusalem. His nature was good, 
and righteous, and religious; for when he came 
to the kingdom, he thought that nothing was 
prior, or more necessary, or more advantageous 
to himself, and to his subjects, than to worship 
God. Accordingly, he called the people toge¬ 
ther, and the priests and the Levites, and made 
a speech to them, and said, “You are not igno¬ 
rant, how by the sins of my father, who trans¬ 
gressed that sacred honor which was due to 
God, you have had experience of many and 
great miseries, while you were corrupted in your 
mind by him, and were induced to worship those 
which he supposed to be gods: I exhort you, 
therefore, who have learned by sad experience 
how dangerous a thing impiety is, to put that im¬ 
mediately out of your memory, and to purify 
yourselves from your former pollutions, and to 
open the temple to these priests and Levites who 
are here convened, and to cleanse it with the ac¬ 
customed sacrifices, and to recover all to the an¬ 
cient honor which our fathers paid to it; for by 
this means we may render God favorable, ana 
he will remit the anger he hath had to us.” 

2. When the king had said this, the priests 
opened the temple; and when they had set in 
order the vessels of God, and cast out what was 
impure, they laid the accustomed sacrifices upon 
the altar. The king also sent to the country that 
was under him, and called the people to Jerusa¬ 
lem to celebrate the feast of unleavened bread, 
for it had been intermitted a long time, on ac¬ 
count of the wickedness of the torementioned 
kings. He also sent to the Israelites, and ex- 

f iorted them to leave off their present way of 
iving, and return to their ancient practices, and 
to worship God, for that he gave tnem leave to 
come to Jerusalem, and to celebrate, all in one 
body, the feast of unleavened bread; and this, 
he said, was by way of invitation only, and to be 
done of their own good-will, and for their own 
advantage, and not out of obedience to him, be¬ 
cause it would make them happy. But the Is¬ 
raelites, upon the coining of the ambassadors, 
and upon tneir laying before them what they had 
in charge from their own king, were so far from 
complying therewith, that they laughed the am¬ 
bassadors to scorn, and mocked (hem as fools; as 
aUo they affronted the prophets who gave them 
the same exhortations, and foretold what they 
would suffer if they did not return to the wor¬ 
ship of God, insomuch that at length they caught 
them, and slew them: nor did this degree of 
transgression suffice them, but they had more 
wicked contrivances than what have been de¬ 
scribed: Nor did they leave off, before God, as a 
punishment for their impiety, brought them un¬ 
der their enemies; but of that, more hereafter. 
However, many there were of the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, aad of Zebulon, and of Issachar, who 
were obedient to what the prophets exhorted 
them to do, and returned to the worship of God. 
Now all these came running to Jerusalem, to 
Hezekiah, that they might worship God [there.] 
3. When these men were come, king Heze- 
kiah went up into the temple, with the rulers 
and all the people, and offered for himself seven 
bulls, and as many rams, with seven lambs, and 
as many kids of the goats. The king also him- 

% This siege of Samaria, though not given a particu¬ 
lar account of, either in our Hebrew and Greek Bibles, 
or In Josephus, was so very long, no less than three 
years, that it was no way Improbable, but that parents, 
and particularly moibers, might therein he reduced to 
eat their own children as the law of Moses had threat- 
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self, and the rulers, laid their hands on the heads 
of the sacrifices, and permitted the priests to 
complete the sacred ollices about them So 
they both slew the sacrifices, and burned the 
burnt-offerings, while the Levites stood round 
about them with their musical instruments, and 
sung hymns to God, and played on their psalte¬ 
ries, as they were instructed by David to ao, and 
this while the rest of the priests returned the 
music, and sounded the trumpets which they 
had in their hands: and when tnis was done, the 
king and the multitude threw themselves down 
upon their face, and worshipped God. He also 
sacrificed seventy bulls, one hundred rams, and 
two hundred lambs. He also granted the multi¬ 
tude sacrifices to feast upon, six hundred oxen, 
and three thousand other cattle; and the priests 
performed all things according to the law. Now 
the king was so pleased herewith, that he feasted 
with the people, and returned thanks to God. 
But as the feast of unleavened bread was now 
come, when they had offered that sacrifice which 
is called the Passover, they after that offered 
other sacrifices for seven days. When the king 
had bestowed on the multitude, besides what 
they sacrificed of themselves, two thousand bulls, 
anti seven thousand other cattle, the same thing 
wa9 done bv the rulers; for they gave them a 
thousand bulls, and a thousand and forty other 
cattle. Nor had this festival been so well ob¬ 
served from the days of king Solomon, as it was 
now first observed with great splendor and 
magnificence: and when the festival was ended, 
they went out into the country, and purged it, 
and cleansed the city of all the pollution ol idols. 
The king also gave order that the daily sacrifice 
should be offered, at his own charges, and ac¬ 
cording to the law; and appointed that the tithes 
and the first-fruits should be given by the multi¬ 
tude to the priests and Levites, that they might 
constantly attend upon divine service, and never 
be taken off from the worship of God. Accord¬ 
ingly, the multitude brought together all 9ortsof 
their fruits to the priests and the Levites. The 
king also made garners and receptacles for these 
fruits, and distributed them to every one of the 
priests and Levites, and to their children and 
wives. And thus did they return to their old 
form of divine worship. Now when the king 
had settled these matters after the manner al¬ 
ready described, he made war upon the Philis¬ 
tines, and beat them, and possessed himself of 
all the enemies’ cities from Gaza to Gath; but 
the king of Assyria sent to him, and threatened 
to overturn all his dominions, unless he would 
pay him the tribute which his father paid him 
formerly; but king Hezekiah was not concerned 
at his threatenings, but depended on his piety 
towards God, and upon Isaian the prophet, by 
whom he inquired, and accurately knew all fu¬ 
ture events. And thus much shall suffice for the 
present concerning this king Hezekiah. 

CHAP. XIV. 

How Shalmanezer took Samaria by Force, and 
how he transplanted the Ten Tribes into Me¬ 
dia, and brought the Mat ion of the Cutheans 
into their Country [in their Room.'] 

$ I. When Shalmanezer, the king of Assyria, 
had it told him, that [Hoshea,] the king of Israel 
had sent privately to So, the Ling of Egypt, de¬ 
siring his assistance against him, he waa very 
augry, and made an expedition against Samaria, 
in the seventh year of the reign ol Hoshea; but 
when he was not admitted [into the city] by the 
king, he besieged Samaria three years,* and 

ened upon their disobedience, Lev. xxvi. 29; Deut. 
xxviii. 53—57, and aa was accomplished in the other 
shorter sieges of both the capital cities, Jerusalem 
and Samaria, the former mentioned Jcr. xix. 9, Antlq. 
b. ix. chapter iv. sect. 4; and the latter, 2 Kings ri. 
2S—29. 
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took it by force in the ninth year of the reign of 
Hoshea, and in the seventh year of Hezekiah, 
king of Jerusalem, and quite demolished the 
government of the Israelites, and transplanted 
all the people into Media and Persia, among 
whom he took king Hoshea alive; and when he 
had removed these people out of this their land, 
he transplanted other nations out of Cuthah, a 
place so called, (for there is [still] a river of that 
name in Persia,) into Samaria, and into the 
country of the Israelites. So the ten tribes of the 
Israelites were removed out of Judea nine hum 
dred and forty-seven years after their forefathers 
were come out of the land of Egypt, and pos¬ 
sessed themselves of this country but eight hun¬ 
dred years after Joshua had been their leader, 
and, as I have already observed, two hundred 
and fort}' years, seven months, and seven days, 
after they had revolted from Rehoboam, the 
grandson of David, and had given the kingdom 
to Jeroboam. And such a conclusion overtook 
the Israelites, when they had transgressed the 
laws, and would not hearken to the prophets, 
who foretold that this calamity would come upon 
them, if they would not leave off their evil do¬ 
ings. What gave birth to these evil doings was 
that sedition which they had raised against Re- 
hoboam, the grandson of David, when they set 
up Jeroboam, his servant, to be their king, who, 
by sinning against God, and bringing them to 
imitate his bad example, made God to be their 
enemy, while Jeroboam underwent that punish¬ 
ment which he justly deserved. 

2. And now the king of Assyria invaded all 
Syria and Phoenicia in a hostile manner. The 
name of this king is also set down in the archives 
of Tyre, for he made an expedition against Tyre, 
in.the reign of Eluleus; and Menander attests to 
it, who, when he wrote his Chronology, and 
translated the archives of Tyre into the Greek 
language, gives us the following history: “One 
whose name was Eluleus, reigned thirty-six years: 
this king, upon the revolt of the Citteans, sailed 
to them, and reduced them again to submis¬ 
sion. Against these did the king of Assyria send 
an army, and iu a hostile manner he overran 
all Phoenicia, but soon made peace with them 
all, and returned back: but Sidon and Ace, and 
Palaetyrus, revolted; and many other cities there 
were which delivered themselves up to the king 
of Assyria. Accordingly, when the Tyrians 
would not submit to him, the king returnee!, and 
fell upon them again, while the Phoenicians had 


furnished him with threescore ships, and eight 
hundred men to row them; and when the Ty¬ 
rians had come upon them in twelve ships, and 
the enemies’ ships were dispersed, they took five 
hundred men prisoners, and the reputation of all 
the citizens oi Tyre was thereby increased: but 
the king of Assyria returned, and placed guards 
at the river and aqueducts, who should hinder 
the Tyrians from drawing water. This continued 
for five years, and still the Tyrians bore the 
siege, and drank of the water they had out of the 
wells they dug.” And this is what is written in 
the Tyrian archives concerning Shalmanezer the 
king of Assyria. 

3. But now the.Cutheans, who removed into 
Samaria, (for that is the name they have been 
called by to this time, because they were brought 
out of the country called Cuthah, which is a 
country of Persia, and there is a river of the same 
name in it,) each of them, according to their na¬ 
tions, which were in number five, brought their 
own gods into Samaria, and by worshipping 
them, as was the custom of their own countries, 
they provoked Almighty God to be angry and 
displeased at them; for a plague seized upon 
them, by which they were destroyed; and wnen 
they found no cure for their miseries, they learn¬ 
ed by the oracle that they ought to worship Al¬ 
mighty God, as the method for their deliverance. 
So they sent ambassadors to the king of Assyria, 
and desired him to send them some of those 
priests of the Israelites whom he had taken cap¬ 
tive. And when he thereupon sent them, and the 
eople were by them taught the laws, and the 
oly worship of God, they worshipped him in a 
respectful manner, and the plague ceased imme¬ 
diately; and indeed they continue to make use- 
of the very same customs to this •very time, and 
are called in the Hebrew tongue Cutheans, but 
in the Greek tongue Samaritans. And when 
they see the Jews in prosperity, they pretend 
that they are changed, and allied to them, and 
call them kinsmen, a? though they were derived 
from Joseph, and had by that means an original 
alliance with them; but when they see them fall¬ 
ing into a low condition, they say they are no¬ 
way related to them, and that the’ Jews have no 
right to expect any kindness or marks of kindred 
from them, but they declare that they are so¬ 
journers, that come from other countries. But 
of these we shall have a more seasonable oppor¬ 
tunity to discourse hereafter. 
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CHAP. I. 

How Sennacherib made an Expedition against 
Hezekiah; what Threatenings Rabshakeh made 
to Hezekiah when Sennacherib icasgone against 
the Egyptians; how Isaiah the Prophet encou¬ 
raged him; hoio Sennacherib , having failed 
of Success in Egypt , returned thence to Jeru¬ 
salem; and how, upon his fnding his Army 
destroyed , he returned home; and what befell 
him a little afterward. 

$ 1. It was now the fourteenth year of the 
government of Hezekiah, king of the two tribes, 
when the king of Assyria, whose name was Sen¬ 
nacherib, made an expedition against him with a 
great army, and took all the cities of the tribe 
of Judah and Benjamin by force; and when he 
was ready to bring his army against Jerusalem, 
Hezekiah sent ambassadors to him beforehand, 
and promised to submit, and pay what tribute 
he should appoint. Hereupon Sennacherib, when 


he heard of what offers the ambassadors made, 
resolved not to proceed in the war, but to accept 
of the proposals that were made him; and if he 
might receive three hundred talents of silver, 
and thirty talents of geld, he promised that he 
would depart in a friendly manner; and he gave 
security upon oath to the ambassadors that he 
would then do him no harm, but go away as he 
came. So Hezekiah submitted, and emptied his 
treasures, and sent the money, as supposing he 
should be freed from his enemy, and from any 
further distress about his kingdom. According¬ 
ly, the Assyrian king took it, and yet had no re¬ 
gard to what he had promised; hut while he 
himself went to the war against the Egyptians 
and Ethiopians, he left his general Rabshakeh, 
aad two other commanders, with great forces, to 
destroy Jerusalem. The names of the two other 
commanders were Tartan and Rabsaris. 

2. Now, as soon as they were come before the 
walls, they pitched their camp, and sent inessen- 
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gers to Ilezekiah, and desired that they might 
speak \u'th him; but he did not himself come 
out to them for fear, but he sent three of his most 
Intimate friends; the name ol one was Eliakim, 
who was over the kingdom, and Shebna, and 
Joah, the recorder. So these men came out, and 
stood over against the commanders of the Assy¬ 
rian army; and when Rabshakeh saw them, he 
bade them go and speak to Ilezekiah in the 
manner following: that “ Sennacherib, the great 
king,* desires to know of him, on whom it is that 
he relies and depends in flying from his lord, and 
will not hear him, nor admit his army into the 
city? Is it on account of the Egyptians, and in 
ho pes that his army would be beaten by them? 
Wh ereupon he lets him know, that if this be what 
he expects, he is a foolish man, and like one who 
leans on a broken reed, while such a one will not 
only fall down, but will have his hand pierced and 
hurt by it. That he ought to know he makes this 
expedition against him by the will of God, who 
hath granted this favor to him, that he shall 
overthrow the kingdom of Israel, and that in the 
very same manner he shall destroy those that are 
his subjects also.” When Rabshakeh had made 
this speech in the Hebrew tongue, for he was 
skilful in that language, Eliakim was afraid lest 
the multitude that heard him should be disturbed, 
so he desired him to speak in the Syrian tongue; 
but the general, understanding what he meant, and 
perceiving the fear that he was in, he made his 
answer with a greater and a louder voice, but in 
the Hebrew tongue; and said, that “since they 
all heard what were the king’s commands, they 
would consult their own advantage in delivering 
up themselves to us; for it is plain that both 
you and vour king dissuade the people from sub¬ 
mitting by vain hopes, and so induce them to 
resist: but if you be courageous, and think to 
drive our forces away, 1 am ready to deliver to 
you two thousand of these horses that are with 
me, for your use, if you can set as many horse¬ 
men on their backs, and show your strength; but 
what you have not, you cannot produce. Why 
therefore do you delay to deliver up yourselves 
to a superior force, who can take you without 
your consent, although it will be safer for you 
to deliver yourselves up voluntarily, while a for¬ 
cible capture, when you are beaten, must appear 
more dangerous, and will bring further calami¬ 
ties upon you?” 

3. When the people, as well as the ambassa¬ 
dors, heard what the Assyrian commander said, 
they related it to Hezekiah, who thereupon put 
off his royal apparel, and clothed himself with 
sackcloth, and took the habit of a mourner; and, 
after the manner of his country, he fell upon his 
face, and besought God, and entreated nim to 
assist them, now they had no other hope of re¬ 
lief. He also sent some of his friends, and some 
of the priesl3, to the prophet Isaiah, and desired 
that he would pray to God, and oiler sacrifices 
for their common deliverance, and so put up sup¬ 
plications to him, that he would have indignation 
at the expectations of their enemies, and have 
mercy upon his people. And when the prophet 
had done accordingly, an oracle came from God 
to him, and encouraged the king and his friends 
that were ahout him; and foretold, that “their 
enemies should be beaten without fighting, and 

* This title of Great King ,both in our Riblcs, 0 Kings 
xvlii. 19; Isaiah xxxvi. 4; nnd here in Josephus, is the 
very snmc Hint Herodotus cives this Sennacherib, as 
Spanheim takes notire on ibis plare. 

| What Josephus says here, bow Isaiah the prophet 
assured Ilezekiah, that “ at this lime he should not he 
besieged by the king of Assyria; thnt for the future he 
might he secure, of being not ni nil disturbed by him; and 
that [afterward] the people miphtgo on penrcably and 
wiiliout fear with their hnsbnndry nnd other nlfairs,” is 
more distinct in our other copies, both of the Kings nnd 
of Isaiah, nnd deserves very great consideration. The 
words are these: “This shall be a sign unto thee; ye shall 


should go away in an ignominious manner, and 
not with that insolence which they now show; 
for that God would take care that they should 
be destroyed.” He also foretold, that “ Senna¬ 
cherib the king of Assyria should fail of his pur¬ 
pose against Egypt, and that when he came home 
lie should perish by the sword.” 

4. About the same time also the king of As¬ 
syria wrote an epistle to Ilezekiah, in which he 
said, “ He was a foolish man in supposing that he 
should escape from being his servant, since he 
had already brought under many and great na¬ 
tions: and ne threatened, that when he took him, 
he would utterly destroy him, unless he now 
opened the gates, and willingly received his 
army into Jerusalem.” When he read this 
epistle, he despised it on account of the trust 
that he had in God; but he rolled up the epistle, 
and laid it up within the temple. And as he 
made his farther prayers to God for the city, and 
for the preservation of all the people, the prophet 
Isaiah said, that “God had heard his prayer, and 
that he should not bef besieged at this time by 
the king of Assyria; and that for the future he 
might be secure of not being at all disturbed by 
him; and that the people might go on peace¬ 
ably, and without fear, with their husbandry and 
other affairs.” But after a little while, the king 
of Assyria, when he had failed of his treacherous 
designs against the Egyptians, returned home 
without success, on the’following occasion: He 
spent a long time in the siege of Pelusium; and 
when the banks that he had raised over against 
the walls were of a great height, and when he 
was ready to make an immediate assault upon 
them, but heard that Tirhaka, king of the Ethio¬ 
pians, was coming, and bringing great forces to 
aid the Egyptians, and was resolved to march 
through the desert, and so fall directly upon 
the Assyrians, this king Sennacherib was dis¬ 
turbed at the news, and, as I said before, left Pe¬ 
lusium and returned back without success. Now, 
concerning this Sennacherib, Herodotus also 
says, in the second book of his Histories, “ How 
th'is king came against the Egyptian king, who 
was the priest of Vulcan; nnd that, as he was be¬ 
sieging Pelusium, he broke up the siege on the 
following occasion: this Egyptian priest prayed 
to God, and God heard his prayer, and sent a 
judgment upon the Arabian king.” But in this 
Herodotus was mistaken, when he called this 
king, not the king of the Assyrians, but of the 
Arabians: for he saith, that “a multitude of 
mice gnawed to pieces in one night both the bows 
and the rest of the armor of the Assyrians, and 
that it was on that account that the king, when 
he had no bows left, drew olf his army from Pe¬ 
lusium.” And Herodotus does indeed give us 
this history; nay, and Berosus, who wrote of the 
affairs of Chaldea, makes mention of this king 
Sennacherib, and that lie ruled over the Assyri¬ 
ans, and that lie made an expedition against all 
Asia and Egypt; and says thus:f 

5. “ Now when Sennacherib was returning from 
his Egyptian war to Jerusalem, he found his army 
under Rabshakeh, his general, in danger [by a 
plague,] for God had sent a pestilential distem¬ 
per upon his army; and on the very first night 
of the siege, a hundred fourscore nnd five thou¬ 
sand, with their captains and generals, were de- 

ent this year such as growetli of itself; anil the second 
year that which springclh of the same; and in the third 
year sow yc nnd reap, and plant vineynrds, and oat the 
fruit thereof,” 2 Kings xix. 20: Isa. xxxvii. 30; which 
seem to me plninly to design a sabbatic year , a year of 
Jubilee next nflcr it, and the succeeding usual labor® 
and fruits of them on the third nnd following years. 

X That this terrible enlnmity of ihc slaughrer of the 
185,000 Assyrians is here delivered in the words of 
Herosusthe Chaldean, and that it wns certainly and 
frequently foroiold by the Jewish prophets, nnd that 
it was certainly and undeniably accomplished, see 
Authent. Rec. part ii. page 858. 



BOOK X.—CHAP. II. 


stroycd. So the king was in a great dread, and 
in a terrible hgonj at this calamity; and being 
in great fear for his whole army, he fled with the 
rest of his forces to his own kingdom, and to his 
city .Nineveh; and when he had abode there a 
little while, he was treacherously assaulted, and 
died by the hands of his elder sons,* Adramme- 
lech and Seraser, and was slain in his own tem¬ 
ple, which was called Araske. Now these sons 
of his were driven away, on account of the mur¬ 
der of their father, by tne citizens, and went into 
Armenia, while Assarachoddas, took the kingdom 
of Sennacherib.” And this proved to be the 
conclusion of this Assyrian expedition against 
the people of Jerusalem. 

CHAP. II. 

Hoio Hezekiah was sick and ready to die; and 

how God bestowed upon him jifteen Years 

longer Life , [and secured that Promise ,] by 

the going back of the Shadow ten Degrees . 

$ 1. Now king Hezekiah being thus delivered, 
after a surprising’ manner, from the dread he 
was in, offered thank-offerings to God, with all 
his people, because nothing else had destroyed 
some of their enemies, and made the rest so fear¬ 
ful of undergoing the same fate, that they de¬ 
parted from Jerusalem, but that divine assist¬ 
ance: yet, while he was very zealous and dili¬ 
gent about the worship of God, did he soon after¬ 
ward fall into a severe distemper, insomuch that 
the physicians despaired of him, and expected 
no good issue of his sickness, as neither aid his 
friends and besides the distemper itself, there 
was a very melancholy circumstance that disor¬ 
dered the king, which was the consideration that 
he was childless, and was going to die, and leave 
his house and his government without a succes¬ 
sor of his own body; so he was troubled at the 
thoughts of this his condition, and lamented him¬ 
self, and entreated of God that he would prolong 
* his life for a little while, till he had some chil¬ 
dren, and not suffer hint to depart this life before 
he had become a father. Hereupon God had 
mercy upon him, and accepted of his supplica¬ 
tion, hecause the trouble he was under at his 
supposed death was not because he wa9 soon to 
leave the advantages he enjoyed in the kingdom; 
nor did he on that account pray that he might 
have a longer life afforded him, but in order to 
have sons, that might receive the government 
after him. And God sent Isaiah tne prophet, 
and commanded him to inform Hezekiah, that 
“ Within three days’ time he should get clear of^ 
his distemper, and should survive it fifteen 
years, and that he should have children also.” 
Now, upon the prophet’s saying this, as God had 

* We are here to take notice, that these two sons of 
Sennacherib, that ran away into Armenia, became the 
heads of two famous families there, the Arzerunii and 
Genunii, of which see the particular histories in Moses 
Choroneneis p. 60. 

t Josephus and all our copies place the sickness of 
Hezekiah after the destruction of Sennacherib’s array, 
hecause it appears to liaveheen after his first assault, as 
he was going into Arabia and Egypt, where he pushed 
hi9 conquests as far as they would go, and in order to 
despatch his story altogether; yet does no copy hut this 
of Josephus say it was after that destruction, but only 
that it happened in those days , or about that time of 
Hezekiah’s life. Nor will the fifteen years’ prolonga¬ 
tion of his life after his sickness allow that sickness to 
have been later than the former part of the 15th year of 
his reign, since chronology does not nllow him in all 
above 29 years and a few months, whereas the first as¬ 
sault of Sennacherib was in the 14th year of Hezekiah, 
hut the destruction of Sennncherib’s army was not till 
his 18th year. 

J As to th is regress of the shadow, cither upon a sun¬ 
dial or the steps of the royal palace built by Ahaz, whe¬ 
ther it were physically done by the real miraculous 
revolution of the earth in its diurnal motion backward 
from east lo west for a while, and its return again to its 
old natural revolution from west to east, or whether it 
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commanded him, he could hardly believe it, 
both on account of the distemper he was under, 
which was very sore, and by reason of the sur¬ 
prising nature of what was told him, so he de¬ 
sired that Isaiah would give him some sign or 
wonder, that he might believe him in what he 
had said, and be sensible that he came from 
God: for things that are beyond expectation, 
and greater than our hopes, are made credible by 
actions of like nature. And when Isaiah had 
asked him what sign he desired to be exhibited, 
he desired that he should make the shadow of 
the sun, which he had already made to go down 
ten steps [or degrees] in his house, to return 
again to the same place, and to make it as it was 
before.}: And when the prophet prayed to God 
to exhibit this sign to the king, he saw what he 
desired to see, and was freed from his distemper, 
and went up to the temple, where he worshipped 
God, and made vows to him. 

2. At this time it was that the dominion of the 
Assyrians was overthrown by the Medes;|| but 
of these things I shall treat elsewhere. But the 
king of Babylon, whose name was Baladan, sent 
ambassadors to Hezekiah, with presents, and 
desired he would be his ally and his friend. So 
he received the ambassadors gladly, and made 
them a feast, and showed them his treasures, 
and his armory, and the other wealth he was 
possessed of, in precious stones, and in gold, and 
gave them presents to be carried to Baladan, and 
sent them back to him. Upon which the pro¬ 
phet Isaiah came to him, and inquired of him. 
“ Whence those ambassadors came?” To which 
he replied, that “ they came from Babylon, from 
the king; and that he had showed them all he had, 
that by the sight of his riches and forces they 
might thereby guess at [the plenty he was in,] 
and be able to inform the king of it.” But the 
prophet rejoined, and eaid, “ Know thou, that, 
after a little while, these riches of thine shall be 
carried away to Babylon, and thy posterity shall 
be made eunuchs there, and lose their manhood, 
and be servants to the king of Babylon, for that 
God foretold such things would come to pass.” 
Upon which words Hezekiah was troubled, and 
said, that “ he was himself unwilling that his 
nation should fall into such calamities; yet since 
it is not possible to alter what God.had deter¬ 
mined, he prayed that there might be peace 
while he lived.” Berosus also makes mention 
of this Baladan king of Babylon. Now as to 
this prophet, [Isaiah,] he was, by the confession 
of all, a divine and wonderful man in speaking 
truth; and out of the assurance that he had never 
written what was false, he wrote down all his 
prophecies, and left them behind him in books, 
that their accomplishment might be judged of 

were not apparent only, and performed by an aerial 
phosphorus, which imitated the 9un’s motion backward, 
while a cloud hid the real sun, cannot he determined- 
Philosophers and astronomers will naturally incline to 
the latter hypothesis. However, it must be noted that 
Josephus seems to have understood it otherwise than wc 
generally do, that the shadow was accelerated as much 
at first forward as it was made to go backward after¬ 
ward, and so the day was neither longer nor shorter 
than usual, which, it must be confessed, agrees best of 
all to astronomy, whose eclipses older than that time 
were observed at the same time of the day as if this 
miracle had never happened. After all, this wonder¬ 
ful signnl was not, it seems, peculiar to Judea, but either 
seen, or at least heard of, nt Babylon also, as appears 
by 2 Chron. xxxii. 31, where we learn lluiL the Babylo¬ 
nian ambassadors were sent to Hezekiah, among other 
things.ro inquire of theiconder that ira$ done in the land, 

|| This expression of Josephus, that the Medes,upon this 
destruction of the Assyrian army, overthrew the Assy¬ 
rian empire, soems to be too strong; for although they 
immediately cast off the Assyrian yoke, and setupDei- 
oecs, a king of their own, yet it was some time befora 
the Medcs and Babylonians overthrew Nineveh, and 
some generations ere the Medea and Persians, under 
Cynxeres and Cyrus, overthrew the Assyrian or Baby¬ 
lonian empire, and took Babylon 
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from the events, by posterity; nor did this pro¬ 
phet do so aloae, but the others, which were 
twelve in number, did the same. And whatso¬ 
ever is done among us, whether it be good, or 
whether it be bad, comes to pass according to 
their prophecies; but of everyone of these we 
jhall speak hereafter. 

CHAP. III. 

How Jllanasseh reigned after Hezekiah; and 
hoic , when he was in Captivity, he returned to 
God , and was restored to his Kingdom, and 
left it to [his Son] Amon. 

\ 1. WHEN king Hezekiah had survived the 
interval of time already mentioned, and had 
dwell all that time in peace, he died, having: 
completed fifty-four years of his life, and reijrnea 
tiventy-nine: but when his son Manasseli, whose 
mother's name was Hephzibah, of Jerusalem, 
had taken the kingdom, he departed from the 
conduct of his father, and fell into a course of 
life quite contrary thereto, and showed himself 
in his manners most wicked in all respects, and 
omitted no sort of impiety, but imitated those 
transgressions of the Israelites, by the commis¬ 
sion of which against God they had been destroy¬ 
ed ; for lie was so hardy as to defile the temple 
of God, and the city, and the whole country; for 
by setting out from a contempt of God, he bar¬ 
barously slew all the righteous men who were 
among the Hebrews; nor would he spare the 

J rophets, for he every day slew some of them, till 
erusalem was overflown with blood. So God was 
angry at these proceedings, and sent prophets to 
the king, and to the multitude, by wnom he 
threatened the very same calamities to them, 
which their brethren, the Israelites, upon the 
like affronts offered to God, were now under. 
But these men would not believe llieir words, by 
which belief they might have reaped the advan¬ 
tage of escaping all those miseries; yet did they 
in earnest learn that what the prophets had told 
them w'as true. 

2. And when they persevered in the same 
course of life, God raised up war against them 
from the king of Babylon and Chaldea, who sent 
an army against Judea, and laid waste the coun¬ 
try, and caught kin£ Mannsseh by treachery, and 
ordered him to be brought to him, and had him 
under his power to inflict what punishment he 
pleased upon him. But (hen it was that Ma- 
nasseh perceived what a miserable condition he 
was in, and esteeming himself the cause of all, 
he besought God to render his enemy humane 
and merciful to him. Accordingly God heard his 
prayer, and granted him what he prayed for. So 
Manasseli was released by the king of Babylon, 
and escaped the danger he was in; and when he 
was come to Jerusalem, he endeavored, if it 
were possible, to cast out of his memory (hose 
bis former sins against God, of which he now re- 

f iented, and to apply himself to a very religions 
ife. He sanctifiea the temple, and purged the 
city, and for the remainder of his days he was 
intent on nothing but to return his thanks to 
God, for his deliverance, and to preserve him 
propitious to him all his life long. He nlso in¬ 
structed the multitude to do the same, ns having 
very nearly experienced what a calamity he was 
fallen into by n contrary conduct, lie also re¬ 
built the altar, nnd offered the legal sacrifices, as 
Moses commanded. And when he had rc-estn- 
blished what concerned the divine worship, as it 
ought to be, lie took care of the security of Je¬ 
rusalem; he did not only repair (he old walls 
with great diligence, but added another wall to 
the former. He also built very lofty towers, and 
the garrisoned places before the city he strength¬ 
ened, not only in other respects, but with pro¬ 
visions of all sorts that they wnnted. And indeed, 
when he had changed his former course, he so 


led his life for the time to come, that, from the 
time of his return to piety towards'God, he was 
deemed a happy man and a pattern for imitation. 
When, therefore, he had lived sixty-seven years, 
he departed this life, having reigned fifty-five 
years, and was buried in his own garden; and 
the kingdom came to his son Amon, whose mo¬ 
ther’s name was Meshulemeth , of the city of Jot- 
bath. 

CHAP. IV. 

How Amon reigned instead of JWanasseh; and 

after Amon reigned Josiah; he was both right¬ 
eous and religious. As also concerning Hul - 

dah the Prophetess. 

$ 1. This Amon imitated those works of his 
father which he insolently did when he was 
young: so he had a conspiracy made against 
him by his own servants, and was slain in his 
own house, when he had lived twenty-four 
years, and of them had reigned two: but the 
multitude punished those that slew Amon, and 
buried him with his father, and gave the kingdom 
to his son Josiah, who was eight years old. His 
mother was of the city of Boscath; and her name 
was Jedidah. He was of a most excellent dispo¬ 
sition, and naturally virtuous, and followed the 
actions of king David, as a pattern and a rule to 
him in the whole conduct of his life. And when 
he was twelve years old, he gave demonstrations 
of his religious and righteous behavior; for he 
brought the people to a sober way of living, and 
exhorted them to leave off the opinion they had 
of their idols, because they were not gods, but to 
worship their own God. And by reflecting on the 
actions of his progenitors, he prudently corrected 
what they did wrong, like a very elderly man 
and like one abundantly able to understand what 
was fit to be done; and when he found they had 
well done, he observed all the country over, and 
imitated the same. And thus he acted in follow¬ 
ing the wisdom and sagacity of his own nature 
and in compliance with the advice and instruc¬ 
tion of the elders; for by follo\ving the laws it 
was that he succeeded so well in the order of his 
government, and in piety with regard to the di¬ 
vine worship. And this happened because the 
transgressions of the former kings were seen no 
more, but quite vanished away; for the king 
went about the city, and the whole country, and 
cut down the groves which were devoted to 
strange gods, and overthrew their altars; and if 
there was any gift dedicated to them by his 
forefathers, he made it ignominious, and plucked 
it down, and by this means he brought tne peo¬ 
ple back from their opinion about it to the 
worship of God. He also offered his accustomed 
sacrifices and burnt-offerings upon (he altar. 
Moreover, he ordained certain judges and over¬ 
seers, that they might order the matters to 
them severally belonging, and have regard to 
justice above all things, and distribute it with 
the same concern they would have about their 
own soul. He also sent over all the country, 
and desired such as pleased to bring gold afid 
silver for the repairs of the temple, according 
to every one’s inclinations and abilities. And 
when the money was brought in, he made one 
Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Shaphan 
the scribe, nnd Jonh the recorder, and Eliakim 
the high priest, curators of the temple, and of 
the charges contributed thereto, who made no 
delay, nor put off the work at all, but pre¬ 
pared architects, and whatsoever wns proper for 
those repnirs, and set closdy nbout the work. 
So the temple was repaired by this means, and 
became a public demonstration of the king’s 
piety. 

2. But when he was now in the eighteenth 
year of his reign, he sent to Eliakim, the high 
priest, and gave order, that out of what money 
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was overplus, he should cast cups, and dishes, 
and vials for ministration [in the temple,] and 
besides, that they should bring all the gold and 
silver which was among the treasures, and ex¬ 
pend that also in making cups and the like ves¬ 
sels. But as the high priest was bringing out 
the gold, he lit upon the holy books of Moses 
that were laid up in the temple; and when he 
had brought them out, he gave them to Shaphan, 
the scribe, who, when he had read them came 
to the king, and informed him that all was finish¬ 
ed which he had ordered to be done. He also 
read over the books to him, who, when he had 
heard them read, rent his garment, and called 
for Eliakim, the high priest, and for [Shaphan] 
the scribe, and for certain [other] of his most 
particular friends, and sent them to Huldah, the 
prophetess, the wife of Shallum, (which Shallum 
was a man of dignity, and of an eminent family,) 
and bade them go to her and say, that [he desi¬ 
red] “she would appease God, and endeavor to 
render him propitious to them, for that there 
was cause of fear, lest, upon the transgression 
of the laws of Moses by their forefathers, they 
should be in peril of going into captivity, and of 
being cast out of their own country; lest they 
should be in want of all things, and so end their 
days miserably.” When the prophetess had 
heard this from the messengers that were sent 
to her by the king, she bade them go back to the 
king, and say, that “God had already given sen¬ 
tence against them, to destroy the people, and 
cast them out of their country*, and deprive them 
of all the happiness they enjoyed, which sen¬ 
tence none could set aside by any prayers of 
theirs, since it was passed on account of their 
transgressions of the laws, and of their not hav¬ 
ing repented in so long a time, while the prophets 
had exhorted them to amend, and had foretold 
the punishment that would ensue on their impi¬ 
ous practices; which threatening God would 
certainly execute upon them, that they might be 
persuaded that he is God, and had not deceived 
them in any respect as to what he had denounced 
by his prophets: that yet, because Josiah was a 
righteous man, he would at present delay those 
calamities; but that, after his death, he would 
send on the multitude what miseries he had de¬ 
termined for them.” 

3. So these messengers, upon this prophecy 
of the woman, came and told it to the king*; 
whereupon he sent to the people every where, 
and ordered that the priests and the Levites 
should come together at Jerusalem; and com¬ 
manded that those of every age should be pre¬ 
sent also. And when they were gathered toge¬ 
ther, he first read to them the holy books; alter 
which he stood upon a pulpit, in the midst of the 
multitude, and obliged them to make a covenant, 
with au oath, that they would worship God, and 
keep the laws of Moses. Accordingly, they gave 
their assent willingly, and undertook to do what 
the king had recommended to them. So they im¬ 
mediately offered sacrifices, and that after an ac¬ 
ceptable manner, and besought God to be gra¬ 
cious and merciful to them. He also enjoined the 
high priest, that if there remained in the temple 
any vessel that was dedicated to idols, or to fo¬ 
reign gods, he should cast it out. So when a 
great number of such vessels were got together, 
he burned them, and scattered their ashes abroad, 
and slew the priests of the idols, that were not 
of the family of Aaron. 

• * It is hard to reconcile the account in the second hook 
ofKings.cb. xxiii. 11,with tliisaccount in Josephus,and 
to translate this passage truly in Josephus, whose copies 
are supposed to tie here imperfect: however, the gene¬ 
ral sense of both seems to he this, that there were cer¬ 
tain chariots, with their horses, dedicated to the idol 
of the sun. or to Molech, which idol might he carried 
about in procession and worshipped by the people, which 
chariots were now taken aicay,ns Josephus says, or, ns 
the book of Kings says, burnt with fire by Josiah. 
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4. And when he had done thus in Jerusalem, 
he came into the country, and utterly destr- yed 
what buildings had been made therein by king 
Jeroboam, in honor of strange gods; and he 
burnt the bones of the false prophets upon that 
altar which Jeroboam had first built. And as the 
prophet [Jadon,] who came to Jeroboam when he 
was offering sacrifice, aod when all the people 
heard him, foretold what would come to pass, 
viz. that “a certain man of the house of David, 
Josiah by name, should do what is here men¬ 
tioned.” And it happened that those predictions 
took effect after three hundred and sixty-one 
years. 

5. After these things Josiah went also to such 
other Israelites as had escaped captivity and 
slavery under the Assyrians, and persuaded them 
to desist from their impious practices, and to leave 
off the honors they paid to strange gods, but to 
worship rightly their own Almighty God, and ad¬ 
here to him. He also searched the houses, and the 
v illages, and the cities, out of suspicion that some¬ 
body might have one idol or other i i private; 
nay, indeed, he took away the chariots [of the 
sun] that were set up in his royal palace,* which 
his predecessors had framed, and what thing 
soever there was besides which they worshipped 
as a god. And when he had thus purged all 
the country, he called the people to Jerusalem, 
and there celebrated the feast of unleavened 
bread, and that called the Passover. He also 
gave the people, for paschal sacrifices, young 
kids of the goats and lambs thirty thousand, and 
three thousand oxen for burnt-offerings. The 
principal of the priests also gave to the priests, 
against the passover, two thousand and six hun¬ 
dred lambs; the principal of the Levites also 
gave to the Levites five thousand lambs and five 
hundred oxen, by which means there was great 
plenty of sacrifices: and they offered those sacri¬ 
fices according to the laws of Moses, while every 
priest explained the matter, and ministered to 
the multitude. And indeed there had been no 
other festival thus celebrated by the Hebrews 
from the times of Samuel the prophet; and the 
plenty of sacrifices now was the occasion that 
all dungs were performed according to the laws, 
and according to the custom of their forefathers. 
So when Josiah had after this lived in peace, 
nay, in riches and reputation also among all 
men, he ended his life in the manner following. 

CHAP. V. 

How Josiah fought with JVeco [King of Egypt,*] 
and was wounded , and died in a little time after¬ 
ward; as also , how JVeco carried Jehoahaz , tcho 
had been made King , into Egypt , and delivered 
the Kingdom to Jehoiakim; and [ lastly ] con¬ 
cerning Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

§ 1. Notv Neco, king of Egypt, raised an 
army, and marched to the river Euphrates, in 
order to fight with the Medes and Babylonians, 
who had overthrown the dominion of the Assy¬ 
rians ,f for he had a desire to reign over Asia. 
Now, when he was come to the city Meodes, 
which belonged to the kingdom of Josiah, he 
brought an army to hinder him from passing 
through his own country, in his expedition 
against the Medes. Now Neco sent a herald to 
Josiah, and told him, that “he did not make this 
expedition against him, but was making haste 
to Euphrates; and desired that he would not 

f This is a remarkable passage of chrono’ojy in Jose 
ptms, that about the latter end of the rciiin of Josiah, iho 
Medes and Babylonians overthrew the empire of the 
Assyrians; or, in the words of Tobil's roniinualor, that 
“before Tobias died, he heard of the destruction of 
Nineveh, which was taken bv Xebuchodonosor the 
Babylonian, and Assuerus the Medc,” To 1 ', xiv. 15; see 
Dean Prideaux's Connexions, at the year 612. 
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provoke him to fight against him, because he 
obstructed his march to the place whither he 
had resolved to go." But Josiah did not admit 
of this advice of Neco, but put himself into 
a posture -to hinder him from this intended 
inarch. 1 suppose it was fate that pushed hi in 
on to this conduct, that it might take an occa¬ 
sion against him; for as he was setting his army 
in array,* and rode about in his chariot, from 
one wing of his army to another, one of the Egyp¬ 
tians shot an arrow at him, and put an end to his 
eagerness of fighting; for being sorely wounded, 
he commanded a retreat to be sounded for his 
army, and returned to Jerusalem, and died of 
that wound; and was magnificently buried in the 
sepulchre of his fathers, when he had lived thir¬ 
ty-nine years, and of them had reigned thirty- 
ooe. Hut all the people mourned greatly for him, 
lamenting and grieving on his account many 
days: and Jeremiah the prophet composed an 
elegy to lament him, which is extant till this 
time also.f Moreover, this prophet denounced 
beforehaiH, the sad calamities that were coming 
upon the city. He also left behind him in writing 
a description of that destruction of our nation 
which has lately happened in our days, and (he 
takiog of Babylon; nor was he (he only prophet 
who delivered such predictions beforehand to the 
multitude, but so did Ezekiel also, who was the 
first person that wrote, and left behind him in 
writing, two books concerning these events. Now 
these two prophets were priests by birth; but of 
them Jeremiah dwelt in Jerusalem, from the 
thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah, until the 
city and temple were utterly destroyed. Howe¬ 
ver, as to what befell this prophet, we will relate 
in its proper place. 

2. Upon the death of Josiah, which we have 
already mentioned, his son, Jehoahaz by name, 
took tlie kingdom; being about twenty-three 
years old: he reigned in Jerusalem; and his 
mother was Hamutal, of the city Eibnah. He was 
an impious man, and impure in his course of 
life: but as the king of Egypt returned from the 
battle, he sent for Jehoahaz to come to him to 
the city called Hamath,} which belongs to Syria; 
and when lie was come, he put him in bonds, and 
delivered the kingdom to a brother of his, by the 
father’s side, whose name was Kliakini,' and 
changed his name to Jehoiakim, and laid a 
tribute upon the land of a hundred talents of sil¬ 
ver, and a talent of gold, and this sum of money 
Jehoiakim paid by way of tribute: but Neco car¬ 
ried away Jehoahaz into Egypt, where he died 
when he had reigned three months and ten days. 
Now Jehoiakirn’s mother was called Zebudali, 
of the city Rumah. lie was of a wicked disposi¬ 
tion, and ready to do mischief: nor was he either 
religions towards God or good-natured towards 
ineo. 

CHAP. VI. 

JIoxo Nebuchadnezzar, when he had conquered 

the King of Egypt, made an Expedition against 

the Jews , and slew Jehoiakim, and made Jehoia- 

chin his son King. 

$ 1. Now in the fourth year of the reign of 
Jehoiakim, one whose name was Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar took the government over the Babylonians, 
who at the same time went up with a great army 
to the city Cnnhemish, which was at Euphrates, 
upon a resolution lie had taken to fight with 
Neco king of Egypt, under whom all Syria (lien 
was. And when Neco understood the intention 

* This hattle is justly esteemed the very same t hat 
Herodotus, 15. ii. scrl. l.VJ, mentions, when lie says, that 

Nerao joined hnttln with the Syrians [or Jews] nl 
Magdolimi, [Mcgiddo] and heal them,” os Dr. Hudson 
Lereolmcrves. 

} Whether Josephus, frnm 2 Oliron. xxxv.25, here 
inrun* tie look of t lie l.nmcntniions of Jeremiah still 
extant, which chiefly belongs to Hie destruction of Je¬ 
rusalem under Nebuchadnezzar, or to any other like 
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of the king of Babylon, and that this expedition 
was made against him, lie did not despise his at 
tempt, but made haste with a great band of men 
to Euphrates, to defend himself from Nebucbau- 
nezzar; and when they had joined battle, he was 
beaten, and lost many ten thousands [of his sol¬ 
diers] in the battle. So the king of Babylon 
passed over Euphrates, and took all Syria, as 
far as IYlusium, excepting Judea. But when 
Nebuchadnezzar had already reigned four years, 
which was the eighth of Jehoiakim’s govern¬ 
ment over the Hebrews, the king of Babylon 
made an expedition with mighty torces ngainst 
the Jews, and required tribute of Jehoiakim, 
and threatened on his refusal to make war 
against him. He was affrighted at this threaten¬ 
ing, and bought his peace with money, and 
brought the tribute be was ordered to brings for 
three vears. 

2. teuton the third year, upon hearing that the 
king of the Babylonians made an expedition 
against the Egyptians, he did not pay his tribute, 
yet was he disappointed of his hope, for the 
Egyptians durst not fight at this time. And in¬ 
deed the prophet Jeremiah foretold everyday, 
how vainly they relied on their hopes from 
Egypt, and how the city would be overthrown 
by the king of Babylon, and Jehoiakim the king 
would be subdued by him. But what lie thus 
spake proved to be of no advantage to them, be¬ 
cause there was none that should escape; for 
both the multitude, and the rulers, when they 
heard him, lmd no concern about what they 
heard; but being displeased at what was said, as 
if the prophet were a diviner against the king, 
they accused Jeremiah, and bringing him before 
(he court, they required that a sentence and a 
punishment might be given against him. Now 
all the rest gave their votes for his condemnation, 
but the elders refused, who prudently sent away 
the prophet from the court of [the prison] and 
persuacted the rest to do Jeremiah no harm; for 
they said, that “He was not the only person who 
foretold what would come to the city, but that 
Micah signified the same before him, as well as 
many others, none of which suffered any thing 
of the kings that then reigned, but were honor¬ 
ed as the prophets of God.” So they mollified 
the multitude with these words, and delivered 
Jeremiah from the punishment to which lie was 
condemned. Now when this prophet had writ¬ 
ten all his prophecies, and tlie people were fast¬ 
ing, and assembled at the temple, on the ninth 
month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim, he read 
the book he had composed of his predictions of 
what was to befall (he city, and the temple, and 
the multitude. And when the rulers heard of it, 
they took the book from him, and bade him and 
Baruch, the scribe, to go their ways, lest they 
should be discovered by one or other; but they 
carried the book, and gave it to the king; so he 
gave order, in (he presence of his friends, that 
his scribe should take it, and read it. When the 
king heard wlint it contained, he was angry, and 
tore it, and enst it into the fire, where it was 
consumed. He also commanded that they should 
seek for Jeremiah and Baruch, the scribe, and 
bring them to him, that they might be punished. 
However, they escaped his anger. 

3. Now, a little time afterwards, the king of 
Babylon made mi expedition against Jehoiakim, 
whom he received into the rity, and this out of 
fear of the foregoing predictions of this prophet, 
ns supposing that he shoul I suffer nothing that 

melancholy poem now lost, hut exinnt in the days of 
Jusepims, belonging peculiarly to Josiah, cannot now 
he ileiermineil. 

J This ancient oily llninath. which is joined with 
Arpari. or Anicius, and with Damascus, 2 Kings .xviil. 
H-t; Isaiah xxxvi. 10; Jer. xlix. 20; cities of Syria and 
Phaairin, near ihc borders of Judea, was also itself 
evidently uear the same borders, though loug ago utter 
ly destroyed. 
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was terrible, because he neither shut the gates, 
nor fought against him; yet when he was come 
into the city, he did not observe the covenants 
he had made, but he slew such as were in the 
flower of their age, and such as were of the great¬ 
est dignity. together with their king J ehoiakim, 
whom he commanded to be thrown before the 
walls, without any burial, and made his son Je- 
hoiachia king of the country, and of the city: 
he also took the principal persons in dignity for 
captives, three thousand in number, and led them 
away to Babylon; among whom was the prophet 
Ezekiel, w ho was then but young. And this was 
the end of king Jehoiakim, when he had lived 
thirty-six years, and of them reigned eleven; 
but Jehoiachin succeeded him in tiie kingdom, 
whose mother’s name was iN'ehushta: she was a 
citizen of Jerusalem. He reigned three months 
and ten days. 

CHAP. VII. 

That the King" of Babylon repented of making 
Jehoiachin King, and took him away to Baby¬ 
lon, and delivered the Kingdom to Zedekiah . 
'This King would not believe what was predict¬ 
ed by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, but joined himself 
to tiie Egyptians; wlw , when they carnc into 
Judea, were vanquished by the King of Baby¬ 
lon; as also what befell Jeremiah. 

§ 1. But a terror seized on the king of Baby¬ 
lon, who had given the kingdom to Jehoiachin, 
and that immediately: he was afraid that he 
should bear him a grudge, because of his killing 
his father, and thereupon should make the coun¬ 
try revolt from him; wherefore he sent an arm), 
and besieged Jehoiachin in Jerusalem; but be¬ 
cause he was of a gentle and just disposition, he 
did not desire to see the city endangered on his 
account, but he took his mother, and kindred, 
and delivered them to the commanders sent by 
the king of Babylon, and accepted of their oaths, 
that neither should they sutler any harm, nor tiie 
city; which agreement they did not observe for 
a single year, for the king of Babylon did not 
keep it, but gave orders to his generals to take 
all that were in the city captives, both the youth 
and the handicraftsmen, and bring them bound 
to him their number was ten thousand eight 
hundied and thirty-two; as also Jehoiachin, and 
his mother and friends: and when these were 
brought to him, he kept them in custody, and 
appointed Jehoiachin's uncle Zedekiah to be 
king; and made him take an oath that he would 
certainly keep the kingdom for him, and make 
no innovation, nor have any league of friendship 
with the Egyptians. 

2. JVow Zedekiah was twenty and one years 
old when he took the government; and had the 
same mother with his brother Jehuiakim, but 
was a despiser of justice and of his duty, for 
truly those of the same age with him were, 
wicked about him, and the whole multitude did 
what unjust and insolent tilings they pleased; fur 
which reason-the prophet Jeremiah came often 
to him, and protested to him, and insisted, that 
* he must leu\« oil his impieties and transgres¬ 
sions, and take care of what was right, and 
neither give ear to tile rulers, (among whom 
were wicked men,) nor give credit to their f.dse 
prophets, who deluded them, as if the king of 
Bab) Ion would make no more war against them, 
and as if the Egyptians would make war against 
him, and cuncjuer him, since what they said was 
not true, and the events would not prove such 
[as they expected."] JVow, as to Zedekiah him¬ 
self, whiic he heard the prophet speak, he be¬ 
lieved him, ant! agreed to every thing as true, 
Rnd supposed it was for his advantage; but then 

* Josephus says here, that Jeremiah prophesied rot 
oniy of the return of the Jews from the Ra> yloniap cap¬ 
tivity,and tliisumlcr the Persians and Mcdes, as in our 
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his friends perverted him, and dissuaded him 
from what the prophet advised, and obliged him 
to do what they pleased. Ezekiel also foretold 
in Bab)Ion what calamities were coming upon 
the people, which when he heard, he sent ac¬ 
counts of them into Jerusalem; but Zedekiah 
did not believe their prophecies, for the reasons 
following: it happened that the two prophets 
agreed with one another in what they said, as to 
all other things, that the city should be taken, 
and Zedekiah liiinath shoulci be taken captive, 
but Ezekiel disagreed with him, and saief that 
“Zedekiah should not see Babylon,’’ while Jere¬ 
miah said to him, that “the king of Babylon 
should carry him away thither in bonds." And 
because they did not both say the same thing as 
to this circumstance, lie disbelieved what they 
both appeared to agree in, and condemned them 
as not speaking truth therein, although all the 
things foretold him did come to pass according to 
their prophecies, as we shall shoyv upon a fitter 
opportunity. 

3. iN’ow when Zedekiah preserved the league 
of mutual assistance lie had made with the Ba¬ 
bylonians. for eight years, he brake it, and re¬ 
volted to the Egyptians, in hopes, by their as¬ 
sistance, of overcoming the Babylonians. When 
the kin^ of Bab) Ion knew this, he made war 
against him: he laid his country waste, and took 
his fortified towns, and came to the city Jerusa¬ 
lem itself to besiege it: but when the king of 
Egypt heard what circumstances Zedekiah his 
ally was in, he took a great army with him, and 
came into Judea, as if he would raise the siege: 
upon which the king of Babylon departed fiom 
Jerusalem, and met the Eg) ptians, and joined 
battle with them, and beat them, and when he 
had put them to flight, he pursued them, and 
drove them out of all Syria, fs'ow as soon as the 
king of Babylon was departed from Jerusalem, 
the false prophets deceived Zedekiah, and said, 
that “the king of Babylon would not any more 
make war against him or his people, nor remove 
them out of their own country into Bab) Ion, and 
that those then in captivity would return, with 
all those vessels of the temple, of which the king 
of Bab) Ion had despoiled that temple." But Je¬ 
remiah came among them, and prophesied what 
contradicted those predictions, and what proved 
to be true, that “they did ill. ami deluded the 
king; that the Egyptians would be of no advan 
tage to them, but that the king of Babylon would 
renew the war against Jerusalem, ana besiege it 
again, and wouKi destroy the people by famine 
and carry away those that remained into cap¬ 
tivity, and world take away what they had as 
spoils, ami would carry oil* those riches that 
vveie in the temple; nay, that, bt-ides this, he 
would burn it, and utterly overthrow the city, 
and that they should serve him and his posterity 
seventy years; that then the Persians and the 
Medts should put an end to their servitude, and 
overthrow the Babylonians, and that we shall be 
dismissed, and return to thi* hurl, ami rebuild the 
temple, and restore Jerusalem." When Jere¬ 
miah said this, the greater part believed him, but 
tne rulers, ami those that win* wicked, despised 
him, as one disordered in his sen-es. JVow he 
had resolved to go i lscwhere, to hi* own coun¬ 
try, which was called Anathoth, and was twenty 
furlongs distant from Jerusalem; and as he was 
going, one of the rulers im t him, and seized upon 
him, ami accu-ed him falsely, as though he were 
going as a deserter to the fiab) Ionian?: but Je¬ 
remiah said, that lie accused him fdscly, and 
added, that he was only going to his own coun¬ 
try; but the other won hi m>t believe him, but 
seized upon him, and led him away to the rulers, 

other copies,but of their rehnitdim tlie temple, nnd even 
U.c city Jerusalem, which doesnot nppearin our**opies 
under hie name; see the iioreon Antiq. b. xi.ch. i.eeci 3 
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and laid an accusation against him, under whom 
he endured all sorts of torments and tortures, and 
was reserved to be punished; and this was the 
condition he was in for some time, while he suf¬ 
fered what l have already described unjustly. 

4. Now in the ninth year of the reign of Ze- 
dekiah, on the tenth day of the tenth month, the 
king of Babylon made a second expedition against 
Jerusalem, and lay before it eighteen months, 
and besieged it with the utmost application. 
There came upon them also two of the greatest 
calamities at the same time that Jerusalem was 
besieged, a famine and pestilential distemper, 
and made great liavock of them: and though 
the prophet Jeremiah was in prison, he did not 
rest, but cried out, and proclaimed aloud, and 
exhorted the multi 4 ude to open their gates, and 
admit the king of Babylon, for that it they did 
so, they should be preserved, and their whole 
families; but if they did not so, they should be 
destroyed; and he foretold, that if any one stay¬ 
ed in the city, he should certainly perish by one 
of these ways, either be consumed by the famine, 
or slain by the enemy’s sword, but that if he 
would lly to the enemy he should escape death: 
yet did not these rulers who heard believe him, 
even when they were in the midst of their sore 
calamities, but they came to the king, and, in 
their anger, informed him what Jeremiah said, 
and accused him, and complained of the prophet 
as of a madman, and one that disheartened their 
minds, and by the denunciation of miseries, 
weakened the alacrity of the multitude, who 
were otherwise ready to expose themselves to 
dangers for him, and for their country, while he, 
in a fvay of threatening, warned them to fly to 
the enemy, and told them that the city should 
certainly be taken, and be utterly destroyed. 

5. But the king himself was not at all irritated 
against Jeremiah, such was his gentle and righ¬ 
teous disposition; yet that he might not be en¬ 
gaged in a quarrel with those rulers at such a 
time, by opposing what they intended, he let 
them do with the prophet whatsoever they would: 
whereupon, when the king had granted them 
such a permission, they presently came into the 
prison and took him, and let him down with a 
cord into a pit full of mire, that he might be suf¬ 
focated, and die of himself. So he 9 tood up to 
the neck in the mire, which was all about h in, 
and so continued: but there was of the king’s 
servants, who was in esteem with him, an Ethio¬ 
pian by descent, who told the king what a state 
the prophet was in, and said, that hi9 friends and 
his rulers had done evil in putting the prophet 
into the mire, and by that means contriving 
against him that he should suffer a death more 
bitter than that by his bonds only. When the 
king heard this, he repented of his having deli¬ 
vered up the prophet to the rulers, and bade the 
Ethiopian take thirty men of the king’s guards, 
and cords with them, and whatsoever else they 
understood to be necessary for the prophet’s pre¬ 
servation, and draw him up immediately. So 
the Ethiopian took the men he was ordered to 
take, and dr< w up the prophet out of the mire, 
and left him at liberty [in the prison.] 

6. But when the king had sent to call him pri¬ 
vately, and inquired what lie could say to nirn 
from God, which might be suitable to his present 
circumstances, mid desired him to inform him 
of it, Jeremiah replied, that “lie had somewhat 
to say:” but he said withal, he “should not be 
believed, nor, if he ndmonished them, should be 
hearkened to; for, (said he,) thy friends have 
determined to destroy me, as though l had been 
guilty of some wickedness: and where arc now 
those men who deceived us, and said that the 
king of Babylon would not come and fight 
against us any more; but I ain afraid now to 
■peak the trutn, lest thou shooldst condemn me 
to die.” And when the king had assured him 
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upon oath, that he would neither himself put bins 
to death, nor deliver him up to the rulers, he be¬ 
came bold upon that assurance that was given 
him; and gave him this advice, that “he should 
deliver the city up to the Babylonians; and he 
said, that it was God that prophesied this by 
him, that (he must do so) if he would be preserv¬ 
ed and escape out of the danger he was in, and 
that then neither should the city fall to the 
ground, nor should the temple be burned; but 
that (if he disobeyed) he would be the cause of 
these miseries coming upon the citizens, and of 
the calamity that would befall his whole house.” 
When the king heard this, he said, that “he 
would willingly do what he persuaded him to, 
and what he declared would be to his advantage, 
but that he was afraid of those of his own coun¬ 
try that had fallen away to the Babylonians, lest 
lie should be accused by them to the king of 
Babylon, and be punished.” Bot the prophet 
encouraged him, and said, “He had no cause to 
fear such punishment, for that he should not 
have the experience of any misfortune, if he 
would deliver all up to the Babylonians, neither 
himself, nor his children, nor hij wives, and that 
the temple should then continue unhurt.” So 
when Jeremiah had said this, the king let him 
go, and charged him “to betray what they had 
resolved on to none of the citizens, nor to tel? 
any of the rulers, if they should have learned 
that he had been sent for, what he had said 
to him; but to pretend '.o them, that he besought 
him that he might not be kept in bonds and in 
prison.” And indeed he said so to them; for they 
came to the prophet, and asked him, what advice 
it was that he came to give the king relating to 
them? And thus I have finished what concerns 
this matter. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How the Kin<r of Babylon took Jerusalem, and 
burnt the 7emple r and removed the People of 
Jerusalem and Zcdekiah to Babylon. JLs also 
who they icere that had succeeded in the High 
Priesthood under the Kings. 

$ 1. Now the king of Babylon was very intent 
and earnest upon the siege of Jerusalem; and 
he erected towers upon great banks of earth, and 
from them repelled those that stood upon the 
walls: he also made a great number of such 
banks round about the whole city, whose height 
was equal to those walls. However, those that 
were within bore the siege with courage, and 
alacrity, for they were not discouraged, either by 
the famine, or by the pestilential distemper, but 
were of cheerful minds in the prosecution of the 
war, although those miseries within oppressed 
them also, and they did not sutler themselves to 
be terrified, either by the contrivances of the 
enemy, or by their engines of war, but contrived 
still different engines to oppose all the other 
withal, till indeed there seemed to be an entire 
struggle between the Babylonians and the peo¬ 
ple of Jerusalem, which had the greater saga¬ 
city and skill; the former party supposing they 
should be thereby too bard for the other, lor the 
destruction of the city; the latter placing their 
hopes of deliverance in nothing else but m per¬ 
severing in such inventions in opposition to the 
other, os might demonstrate the enemies’ en¬ 
gines were useless to them. And this siege they 
endured for eighteen months, until they were 
destroyed by the famine, and by the darts which 
the enemy threw at them from the towers. 

2. Now the rity was taken on the ninth dayot 
the fourth month, in the eleventh year of the 
reign of Zedckiah. They were indeed only 
enerals of the king of Babylon, to whom Ne- 
uehadnezzar committed the care of the siege, 
for he abode himself in the city of Riblah. The 
naine 9 of these generals who ravaged and sub¬ 
dued Jerusalem, if any one desire to know them 
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were these, Nerval, Sharezer, Samgar A'ebo, 
Rabsaris, Sarsechim, and Rabmag. And when 
the city was taken about midnight, and the ene¬ 
mies’ generals were entered into the temple, 
and when Zedekiah was sensible of it, he took 
his wives, and his children, and his captains, and 
his friends, and with them fled out of the citj', 
through the fortified ditch, and through the de¬ 
sert; and when certain of the deserters had in¬ 
formed the Babylonians of this, at break of day 
they made haste to pursue afier Zedekiah, and 
overtook him not far from Jericho, and encom¬ 
passed him about; but for those friends and cap¬ 
tains of Zedekiah who had fled out of the city 
with him, when they saw their enemies near 
them, they left him, aad dispersed themselves 
some one way and some another, and every 
one resolved to save himself; so the enemy 
took Zedekiah alive, when he was deserted 
by all but a few, with his children and his wives, 
and brought him to the king. When he was 
come, Aebuchadnezzar began to “ call him 
a wicked wretch, and a covenant-breaker, and 
one that had forgotten his former words, when 
he promised to keep the country for him. He 
also reproached him for his ingratitude, that 
whea he had received the kingdom from him, 
•who had taken -it from Jehoiachin, and given it 
him, he had made use of the power he gave him 
against him that gave it; but (said be) God is 
reat, who hateth that conduct of thine, and hath 
rought thee under us.” And when he had used 
these words to Zedekiah, he commanded his 
sons and his friends to be slain, w hile Zedekiah 
aad the rest of the captains looked on, after 
which he put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and 
bound him, and carried him to Babylon. And 
these things happened to him,* as Jeremiah and 
Ezeki< l had foretold to him, that he should be 
caught and brought before the king of Babylon, 
and should speak to him face to face; and should 
cee his eyes with liis own eyes; and thus far did 
Jeremiah prophesy; but he was also made blind, 
.and brought to Babylon, but he did not see it, 
according to the prediction of Ezekiel. 

3. We have said thus much because it was suffi¬ 
cient to show the nature of God to such as are 
ignorant of it, that it is various, and acts many 
different ways, and that all events happen after 
a regular manner, iu their proper season, and 
that it foretells what must come to pass. It is 
also sufficient to show the ignorance and incredu¬ 
lity of men, w-hereby they are not permitted to 
foresee any thing that is future, and are, without 
any guard, exposed to calamities, so that it is 
impossible for them to avoid the experience of 
those calamities. 

4. And after this manner have the kings of 
David’s race ended their lives, beiug in number 
twenty one until the last king; who altoge¬ 
ther reigned five hundred and fourteen years, 
and six months, and ten days; of whom Saul, 
who was their first king, retained the govern¬ 
ment twenty years, though he was not of the 
same tribe with the rest. 

5. And now it was that the king of Babylon 
sent Is e buz a rad an, the general of nis army, to 
Jerusalem, to pillage the temple, who had it also 
in command to burn it, aud the royal palace, 
and to lay the city even with the ground, aud to 
transplant the people into Babylou. According¬ 
ly, he came to Jerusalem in the eleventh year of 
king Zedekiah, and pillaged the temple, and 
carried out the vessels of God, both gold aud 

* This observation of Josephus al>euniie seeming dis- 
agreementof Jeremiah, chap, xxxii. 4, and xxxiv. 3, and 
Ezek. xiL 13, hut real agreement at Iasi, concerning Hie 
fate of Zedekiah, is very true and very remarkable; see 
ch. vii. sect. 2. Nor is it at all unlikely that the courtiers 
and false prophets might make useoftliis seeming con¬ 
tradiction to dissuade Zedekiah from believing either of 
those prophets, as Josephus here intimates lie was dis¬ 
suaded thereby. 
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silver, and particularly that large laver which 
Solomon dedicated, as also the pillars of brass, 
and their chapiters, with the golden tables and 
the candlesticks; and when he had carried these 
ofl‘, he set fire to the temple in the fifth month, 
the first day of the month, on the eleventh year 
of the reign of Zedekiah, and on the eighteenth 
•ear of Aebuchadnezzar; he also burnt the pa- 
ace and overthrew the city. Now the temple 
was burht four hundred and seventy years, six 
months, and ten days after it was built. It was 
then one thousand and sixty-two years, six 
months, and ten days from the departure out of 
Egypt; aad from the deluge to the destruction 
of the temple, the whole interval was one thou¬ 
sand nine hundred fifty-seven years, six months, 
and ten days; but from the generation of Adam 
until this befell the temple, there were three 
thousand five hundred and thirteen years, six 
months, aud ten days; so great was the number 
of years hereto belonging. And what actions 
were done duriug those years, we have particu¬ 
larly related. But the general of the Babylonian 
king now overthrew the city to the very founda¬ 
tions, aud removed all the people, and took for 
prisoners the high priest Seraiah, and Zephaniah 
the priest that was next to him, and the ru¬ 
lers that guarded the temple, who weie turee in 
number, and the eunuch who was over the armed 
men, and seven friends of Zedekiah, and his 
scribe, and six other rulers; all which, together 
with the vessels which they had pillaged, he 
carried to the king of Babylon to Riblah, a city 
of Syria. So the king commanded the heads of 
the high priest and of the rulers to be cut oflf 
there; but he himself led all the captives, and 
Zedekiah, to Babylon. He also led Josedek the 
high priest away bound. He was the sou of Se¬ 
raiah, the high priest whom the king of Babylon 
had slain in Riblah, a city of Syria, as we have 
just now related. 

6. And now, because we have enumerated the 
succession of the kings, and who they were, and 
how loug they reigned, I think it necessary to 
set down the names of the high priests, and who 
they were that succeeded one another iu the higli 
priesthood under the kiugs. The first high priest 
then at the temple which Solomon built, was 
Zadoc; after bim his son Acbimas received that 
dignity; after Achiiuas was Azarias; his son was 
Joram, and Joram’s sou was lssus; after him was 
Axioramus; his son was Phideas, and Phideas’s 
sou was Sudeas, aud Sudeas’s son was Juelus, 
and Juelus’e son was Jotbam, aud Jotham’s son 
was Uriaa, and Urias’s son was Aerias, and 
A’erias’s son ivas Odeas, and his son was Sallu- 
mus, and Salumus’s son was Elcias, and his son 
[was Azarias,f aud his son] was Sareas, and his 
son was Josedek, who was carried captive to 
Babylon. All these received the high priesthood 
by succession, the sons from their father. 

7. When the king was come to Babylon, he 
kept Zedekiah in prison till he died, ami buried 
him magnificently, aud dedicated the vessels he 
had pillaged out of the temple of Jerusalem to his 
own gods, and planted the people in the country 
of Babylon, but freed the high priest from his, 
bonds. 

CHAP. IX. 

How J\'cbuzaradan set Gedaliah over ihe Jews 

that were left in Judea, which Gedaliah was a 

little afterward slain by Ishmael .* and how Jo- 

hanan , after Ishmael was driven away went 

f I have here inserted in brackets tins high priest Aza¬ 
rins, though he he omitted in all Josephus’s copies, out 
of the Jewish chronicle, Seder Olani, of how little 
authority soever I generally esteem such laic rabbi 
nical historians; because we know from Josephus him- 
se’f, that the number of the high priests belonging tc 
this interval was eighteen, Amiq. B. xx. clux. whereas 
his copies have here bur seventeen. 
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down into Egypt with the People , which People , 

Nebuchadnezzar, when he made an Expedition 

against the Egyptians , took captive , andbrought 

them away to Babylon. 

$ 1. Now the general of the army, Nebuzara- 
dan, when he had carried the people of the Jews 
into captivity, left the poor, and those that had 
deserted, in the country, and made one, whose 
name was Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, a person 
of a noble family, their governor: which Geda¬ 
liah was of a gentle and righteous disposition. 
He also commanded them that they should culti¬ 
vate the ground, and pay an appointed tribute to 
the king. He also took Jeremiah the prophet 
out of prison, and would have persuaded him to 
go along with him to Babylon, for that he had 
been enjoined by the king to supply him with 
whatsoever he wanted : and if he did not like to do 
so, he desired him to inform him where he resol¬ 
ved to dwell, that he might signify the same to 
the king: but the prophet had no mind to follow 
him, nor to dwell any where else, but would glad¬ 
ly live in the ruins of his country, and in the mi¬ 
serable remains of it. When the general under¬ 
stood what his purpose was, he enjoined Geda¬ 
liah, whom he left behind, to take all possible 
care of him, and to supply him with whatsoever 
he wanted: so when he had given him rich pre¬ 
sents, he dismissed him. Accordingly, Jeremiah 
abode in a city of that country, which was called 
Mispah; and desired of Nebuzaradan that he 
would set at liberty his disciple Baruch,* the son 
of Neraiah, one of a very eminent family, and 
exceeding skilful in the language of his country'. 

2. When Nebuzaradan had done thus, he made 
haste to Babylon: but as to those that fled away 
during the siege of Jerusalem, and had been 
scattered over the country, when they heard that 
the Babylonians were gone away, and had left a 
remnant in the land of Jerusalem, and those such 
as were to cultivate the same, they came toge¬ 
ther from all parts to Gedaliah to Nlispah. Now 
the rulers that were over them were Johanan, 
the son of Kareah, and Jazeniah, and Seraiah, 
and others beside them. Now there was of the 
royal family one Ishmacl, a wicked man, and 
very crafty, who, during the siege of Jerusalem, 
fled to Baalis, the king of the Ammonites, and 
abode with him during that time: and Gedaliah 
persuaded them, now they were there, to stay 
with him, and to have no fear of the Babylonians, 
for that if they would cultivate the country, they 
should suffer no harm. This he assured them of 
by oath: and said that they should have him 
for their patron, and that if any disturbance 
should arise, they should find him ready to de¬ 
fend them. He also advised them to dwell in any 
city, as every one of them pleased; and that they 
would senci men along with his own servants, 
and rebuild their houses upon the old founda¬ 
tions, and dwell there, and he admonished them 
beforehand, that they should make preparation, 
while the season lasted, of corn, and wine, and 
oil, that they might have whereon to feed during 
the winter. When he had thus discoursed to 
,thcm, he dismissed them, that every one might 
dwell in what place of the country he pleased. 

3. Now when this report was spread abroad as 
far as the nations that bordered on Judea, that 
Gedaliah kindly entertained those that came to 
him, after they had fled away, upon this [only] 
condition, that they should pay tribute to tne 
king of Babylon, they also came readily to Ge¬ 
daliah, nnd inhabited the country. And when 
Johanan and the rulers that were with him ob¬ 
served the country, and the humanity of Geda¬ 
liah, they were exceedingly in love with him, 
and told him that Baalis, the king of the Ammon- 

* Of this character of Baruch, the son of Neraiah, and 
the genuineness of his hook that stands now in our Apo- 


ites, had seat Ishmael to kill him by treachery 
and secretly, that he might have the dominion 
over the Israelites, as being of the royal family* 
and they said that he might deliver himself from 
this treacherous design if he would give them 
leave to slay Ishmael, and nobody should know 
it, for they told him they were afraid that when 
he was killed by the other, the entire ruin of the 
remaining strength of the Israelites would en¬ 
sue: but he professed, that “he did not believe 
w'hat they said, when they told bim of such a 
treacherous design, in a man that had been well 
treated by him; because it was not probable that 
one who, under such a want of all things, had 
failed of nothing that was necessary for him, 
should be found so wicked and ungrateful to¬ 
wards his benefactor, that when it would be an 
instance of wickedness in him not to save him, 
had he hcen treacherously assaulted by others, 
to endeavor, and that earnestly, to kill him with 
his own hand: that, however, if he ought to sup- 

f iose this information to be true, it was better 
or himself to be slain by the other, than to de¬ 
stroy a man w T ho fled to him for refuge, and in¬ 
trusted his own safety to him, and committed 
himself to his disposal.’' 

4. So Johanan, and the rulers that were with 
him, not being able to persuade Gedaliah, went 
away: but after the interval of thirty days was 
over, Ishmael came again to Gedaliah, to the city 
of Mispah, and ten uieo with him; and when he 
had feasted Ishmael and those that were with 
him in a splendid manner, at bis table, and had 
given them presents, he became disordered in 
drink, while he endeavored to be very merry 
with them; and when Ishmael saw him in that 
case, and that he was drowned in his cups to the 
degree of insensibility, and fallen asleep, he rose 
up on a sudden, with his ten friends, and slew 
Gedaliah and those that w*ere with him at the 
feast, and when he had slain them, he went out 
by night, and slew all the Jew’s that w’ere in the 
city, and those soldiers also which were left 
therein by the Babylonians: but the next day 
fourscorp men came out of the country’ with pre¬ 
sents to Gedaliah, none of them knowing what 
had befallen him; when Ishmael saw them, he 
invited them to Gedaliah, and when they were 
come in, he shut up the court, and slew them, 
and cast their dead bodies down into a certain 
deep pit, that they might not be seen; but of 
these fourscore men Ishmael spared those that 
entreated him not to kill them; till they had de¬ 
livered up to him what riches they had conceal¬ 
ed in the fields, consisting of their furniture, and 
garments, and corn: but he took captive the peo¬ 
ple that w’ere in Mispah, with their wives and 
children; among whom were the daughters of 
king Zedekiah, whom Nebuzaradan, the general 
of the army of Babylon, had left with Gedaliah 
a*d when ne had done this, he came to the king 
of the Ammonites. 

5. But when Johanan and the rulers with him 
heard of what was done at Mispah by Ishmael, 
and of the death of Gedaliah, they had indigna¬ 
tion at it, and every one of them took his own 
armed men, and came suddenly to fight with 
Ishmael, and overtook him at the fountain in He¬ 
bron: and w’hen those that were carried away 
captives by Ishmael, saw Johanan and the rulers, 
they were very glad, and looked upon them as 
coming to their assistance; so they left him that 
carried them captives, and came over to Jo¬ 
hanan: then Ishmael, with eight men fled to 
the king of the Ammonites; but Johanan took 
those whom he had rescued out of the hands of 
Ishmacl, and the eunuchs, and their wives and 
children, and came to a certain place called 
Mandra, nnd there they abode that day, for they 

crvpha, and that it is realiy a canonical book, and an ap. 
pendixto Jeremiah, see Authent. Rcc.part. i. p. 1—1L 
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had determined to remove from thence, and go 
into Egypt, out of fear lest the Babylonians 
should slay them in case they continued in the 
country, and that out of anger at the slaughter 
of Gedaliah, who had been by them set over it 
for governor. 

6. Now while they were under this delibera¬ 
tion, Johauan, the son of Kareah, and the rulers 
that were with him, came to Jeremiah the pro¬ 
phet, and desired that he would pray to God, that 
because they were at an utter loss about what 
they ought to do, he would discover it to them, 
and they sware that they would do whatsoever 
Jeremiah should say to them. And when the 
prophet said he would be their intercessor with 
Goa, it came to pass, that after ten days God ap- 

S eared to him, and said, “That he should inform 
ohanan and the other rulers, and all the people, 
that he would be with them while they continued 
in that country, and take care of them, and keep 
them from being hurt by the Babylonians, of 
whom they were afraid; but that he would de¬ 
sert them if they went into Egypt, and, out of 
his wrath against them, would inflict the same 
punishments upon them which they knew their 
orethren had already' endured.” So when the 
prophet had informed Johanan and the people, 
that God had foretold these things, he was not be¬ 
lieved, when he said that God commanded them 
to continue in that country', but they imagined 
that he said so to gratify Baruch, his own disci¬ 
ple, and belied God, and that he persuaded them 
to stay there, that they might be destroyed by 
the Babylonians. Accordingly, both the people 
and Johanan disobeyed the counsel of God, 
which he gave them by' the prophet, and remo¬ 
ved iuto Egypt, and carried Jeremiah and Ba¬ 
ruch along with them. 

7. And when they' were there, God signified to 
the prophet, that the king of Babylon was about 
making an expedition against the Egyptians, and 
commanded niin to foretell to the people that 
Egypt should be taken, and the king of Babylon 
should slay some of them, and should take others 
captive,and bring them to Babylon; which things 
came to pass accordingly: for on the fifth y'ear 
after the destruction oY Jerusalem, which’was 
the twent}*-third of the reign of Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar, he made an expedition against Ccelosyria, 
and when he had possessed Yiimself of it, he 
made war against the Ammonites and Moabites; 
and when he had brought all those nations under 
subjection, he fell upon Egypt, in order to over¬ 
throw it; and he slew the king that then reign¬ 
ed,* and set up another; and he took those Jews 
that were there captives, and led them away to 
Babylon. And such was the end of the nation of 
the Hebrews, as it hath been delivered down to 
us, it having twice gone bey'ond Euphrates; for 
the people of the ten tribes were carried out of 
Samaria by the Assyrians, in the days of king 
Hoshea^ after which the people of the two tribes, 
that remained after Jerusalem was taken, [were 
carried away] by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of 
Babylon ancl Chaldea. Now as to Shaluianezer, 
he removed the Israelites out of their country', 
and placed therein the nation of the Cutheans, 
who had formerly belonged to the inner parts of 
Persia and Media, but were then called Samari¬ 
tans, by taking the name of the country to which 

* Herodotus says, this kin? of Egypt [Pharaoh Hopli- 
ra, or Apriesl was slain by th$ Egyptians, as Jeremiah 
foretold his slaughter by his enemies, Jer. xliv. 29, 30, 
and that as asicn of the destruction of Egypt [by Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar.] Josephus says, this king was slain by 
Nebuchadnezzar himself. 

f We see here that Judea was left in a manner deso¬ 
late after the captivity of the two tribes, and was not 
xepeopled with foreism colonies, perhaps as an indica¬ 
tion of Providence that the Jews were to repeaple it 
without opposition themselves. I alsoesteem the later 
and present desolate ■condition of. the same country, 
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they were removed; but the king of Babylon, 
who brought out the two tribes,! placed no other 
nation in their country, by which means all Judea 
and Jerusalem, and the temple, continued to 
be a desert for seventy years: but the entire in¬ 
terval of time which passed from the captivity of 
the Israelites, to the carryiug away’ ol the two 
tribes, proved to be a hundred and thirty years, 
six months, and ten days, 

CHAP. X. 

Concerning Daniel , and what befell him at Baby 
Ion. 

5 1. But now Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby¬ 
lon took some of the most noble of the Jews that 
were children, and the kinsmen of Zedekiah, 
their king, such as were remarkable for the beau¬ 
ty of their bodies, and the comeliness of their 
countenances, and delivered them into the hands 
of tutors, and to the improvement to be made by 
them. He also made some of them to be eunuchs, 
which course he took also with those of other na¬ 
tions, whom he had taken in the flower of their age, 
and afforded them their diet from his own table, 
and had them instructed in the institutes of the 
country, and taught the learning of the Chal¬ 
deans; and they had now exercised themselves 
sufficiently in that wisdom which he had ordered 
they should apply themselves to. Now among 
these there were four of the family of Zedekiah, 
of most excellent dispositions, one of whom was 
called Daniel, another was called Ananias, an¬ 
other Misael, and the fourth Azarias: and the 
king of Babylon changed their names, and com¬ 
manded that they should make use of other 
names; Daniel he called Baltasar, Ananias Sha- 
drach, Misael, Mesbach, and Azarias, Abednego. 
These the king had in esteem, and continued to 
love, because of the very' excellent temper they 
were of, and because of their application to learn¬ 
ing, and the progress they' had made in wisdom. 

2. Now Daniel and his kinsmen had resolved 
to use a severe diet, and to abstain from those 
kinds of food which came from the king’s table, 
and entirely' to forbear to eat of all living crea¬ 
tures; so he came to Ashpenaz, who was that 
eunuch to whom the care of them was commit¬ 
ted,[ and desired him to take and spend what was 
brought for them from the king, but to give them 
pulse and dates for their food, and any’thing else, 
besides the flesh of living creatures, that he 
pleased; for that their inclinations were to that 
sort of food, and that they despised the other. 
He replied, that he was ready to serve them in 
what they' desired, but he suspected that they 
would be discovered by the king, from their mea¬ 
gre bodies, and the alteration of their counte¬ 
nances, because it could not be avoided but their 
bodies and colors must be changed with tlieir 
diet, especially while they would he clearly dis¬ 
covered by the finer appearance of the other chil¬ 
dren, who would fare better, and thus they should 
bring him in danger, and occasion him to be pu¬ 
nished: yet did they persuade Arioch, who was 
thus fearful, to give them what food they desired 
for ten days, by way of trial, and in case the ha¬ 
bit of their boclies were not altered, to go on in 
the same way, as expecting that they should not 
be hurt thereby afterward, but if he saw them 


without l>eing rcpeopled by foreign colonies, to be a like 
indication that the same Jews arc hereafter to reprople 
itagain themselves, at ihcir so long experied restoration. 

JThnt Daniel was made one of those eunuchs of 
which Isaiah prophesied, Isaiah xxxix.7,and the three 
children his companions also, seems to me plain, both 
l»ere in Josephus and in our copies of Daniel, Dan. i 
3, G, 7—11, It*, although it must be granted, that souw* 
married persons, that had children, were sometime* 
called eumiclis, in a general acceptation for courtier*^ 
on arcount that so many of the aucient courtiuawei* 
real eunuchs, SceGen. xxxix. 1. 
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look meager and worse than the rest, he should 
reduce them to their former diet. Now, when it 
appeared that they were so far from becoming 
worse by the use of this food, that they grew 
plumper and luller in body than the rest, inso¬ 
much that he thought those who fed on what 
came from the king’s table, seemed less plump 
and full, while those that were with Daniel look¬ 
ed as if they had lived in plenty, and all sorts of 
luxury; Arioch, from that time, securely took 
himself what the king sent every day from his 
supper, according to custom, to the children, but 
gave them the forementioned diet, while they 
had their souls in some measure more pure, and 
less burdened, and so fitter for learning, and had 
their bodies ia better tune for hard labor, for 
they neither had the former oppressed and heavy 
with variety of meats, nor were the other effe¬ 
minate on the same account; so they readily un¬ 
derstood all the learning that was among the He¬ 
brews, and among the Chaldeans, as especially 
did Daniel, who being already sufficiently skill¬ 
ed in wisdom, was very busy about the interpre¬ 
tation of dreams; and God manifested himself 
to him. 

3. Now, two years after the destruction of 
Egypt, king Nebuchadnezzar saw a wonderful 
dream, the accomplishment of which God show¬ 
ed him in his sleep, but when he arose out of his 
bed, he forgot the accomplishment: so he sent 
for the Chaldeans, and magicians, and the pro¬ 
phets, and told them, that he had seen a dream, 
and informed them that he had forgotten the ac¬ 
complishment of what he had seen, and he en¬ 
joined them to tell him, both what the dream 
was, and what was its signification; and they 
said that this was a thing impossible to be disco¬ 
vered by men, but they promised him, that if he 
would explain to them what dream he had seen, 
they would tell him its signification. Hereupon 
he threatened to put them to death, unless tney 
told him his dream: and he gave command to 
have them all put to death, since they confessed 
they could not do what they were commanded to 
do. Now r when Daniel heard that the king had 
given a command, that all the wise men should 
be put to death, and that among them himself and 
his three kinsmen were in danger, he went to 
Arioch, who was captain of the king’s guards, 
and desired to know of him what was the reason 
why the king had given command that all the 
wise men, and Chaldeans, and magicians, should 
be slain. So when he had learned that the king 
had had a dream, and had forgotten it, and that 
when they were enjoined to inform the kingof it, 
they had said they could not do it, and had there¬ 
by provoked him to anger; he desired of Arioch 
that he would go in to the king, and desire res¬ 
pite for the magicians for one night, and to put 
off their slaughter so long, for that he hoped 
within that time to obtain, by prayer to God, the 
knowledge of the dream. Accordingly, Arioch 
informed the king of what Daniel desired: so 
the king bade them delay (he slaughter of the 
magicians till he knew what Daniel’s promise 
would come to: but the young man retired to his 
own house, with his kinsmen, and besought God 
that whole night to discover the dream, and 
thereby deliver the magicians and Chaldeans, 
with whom they were themselves to perish, from 
the king’s anger, by enabling him to declare his 
vision, and to make manifest what the king had 
seen the night before in his sleep, but had for¬ 
gotten it. Accordingly, God,out of pity to those 
that were in danger, and out of regard to the 
wisdom of Daniel, made known to him the dream 

* Of this most remarkable passage in Josephus con¬ 
cerning the stone cut out of the mountain, and destroy- 
tng the image, which he would not explain, but intima- 
tod to be a prophecy of futurity, and probably not aafe 
foe him to explain, as belonging to the destruction of 
the Roman empire by Jeeue Christ, the true Messiah 
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and its interpretation, that so the king might un¬ 
derstand by him its signification also. When 
Daniel had obtained this knowledge from God, 
he arose very joyful, and told it to his brethren, 
and made them glad, and to hope well, that they 
should now preserve their lives, of which they 
despaired belore, and had their minds full of no¬ 
thing but the thoughts of dying. So when he 
had with them returned thanks to God who had 
commiserated their youth, when it was day he 
came to Arioch, and desired him to bring him to 
the king, because be would discover to him that 
dream which he had seen the night before. 

4. When Daniel was come in to the king, he ex¬ 
cused himself at first, that he did not pretend to 
be wiser than the other Chaldeans and magicians, 
when, upon their entire inability to discover his 
dream, he was undertaking to inform him of it, 
for this was not by his own skill, or on account of 
his having better cultivated his understanding 
than the rest, but he said, “God hath had pity 
upon us, when we were in danger of death, and 
wnen I prayed for the life of myself, and of those 
of my own nation, hath made manifest to me 
both the dream, and the interpretation thereof, 
for I was not less concerned for thy glory than 
for the sorrow that we were by thee condemned 
to die, while thou didst so unjustly command men, 
both good and excellent in themselves, to be put 
to death, when thou enjoinedst them to do what 
was entirely above the reach of human wisdom, 
and requiredst of them what w'as the work only 
of God. Wherefore, as thou in thy sleep wast 
solicitous concerning those that should succeed 
thee in the government of the w hole world, God 
was desirous to show thee all those that should 
reign after thee, and to that end exhibited to thee 
the following dream: Thou seemedst to see a 
great image standing before thee, the head of 
which proved to be of gold, the shoulders and 
arms ot silver, and the belly and the thighs of 
brass, but the legs and the feet of iron; after 
which thou saw'est a stone broken off from a 
mountain, w'hicli fell upon the image, and threw 
it down, and brake it to pieces, and did not per¬ 
mit any part of it to remain whole; but the gold, 
the silver, the iron, and the brass, became smaller 
than meal, which, upon the blast of a violent 
wind, w-as by force carried away, and scattered 
abroad, but the stone did increase to such a de¬ 
gree, that the whole earth beneath it seemed to 
be filled therewith. This is the dream which 
thou savvest, and its interpretation is as follows: 
The head of gold denotes thee, and the kings of 
Dabylon that have been before thee; but the two 
hands and arms signify this, that your govern¬ 
ment shall be dissolved by two kings; but an¬ 
other king that shall come from the west, armed 
with brass, shall destroy that government; and 
another government that shall be like unto iron 
shall put an end to the power of the former, and 
shall have dominion over all the earth, on ac¬ 
count of the nature of iron, which is stronger 
than that of gold, of silver, and of brass.” Da¬ 
niel did also declare the meaning of the stone to 
the king,* but I do not think proper to relate it, 
since I have only undertaken to describe things 
past or things present, but not things that are fu¬ 
ture: yet if any one be so very desirous of know¬ 
ing truth, ns not to waive such points of curiosi¬ 
ty, and cannot curb his inclination for under¬ 
standing the uncertainties of futurity, and whe¬ 
ther they will happen or not, let him be diligent 
in reading the book of Daniel, which he will find 
among the sacred writings. 

5. When Nebuchadnezzar heard this, and re- 

of the Jcw9, take the words of Havcrcamp, chap. x. 
sect. 4 . “ Nor ia this to be w ondered at, that he would 
not now meddle with things future, for he had no 
mind to provoke the Romans, by apeaking of the de- 
atruction of that city, which they called the eternal 
ml y.” 




BOOK X.—CHAP. XI. 


collected his dream, he was astonished at the 
nature of Daniel, and fell upon his face, and sa¬ 
luted Daniel in the manner that men worship 
God, and gave command that he should be sa¬ 
crificed to as a god. And this was not all, for 
he also imposed the name of his own god upon 
him, [Baltasar,] and made him and his kinsmen 
rulers of his whole kingdom; which kinsmen of 
his happened to fall into, great danger by the 
envy and malice [of their enemies;] for they 
offended the king upon the occasion following: 
he made an image of gold, whose height was 
sixty cubits, and its breadth six cubits, and set 
it in the great plain of Babylon; and when he 
was going to dedicate the image, he invited the 

rincipal men out of all the earth that was under 

is dominions, and commanded them in the first 
olace, that when they should hear the sound of 
the trumpet, they should then fall down and 
worship the image; and he threatened that those 
who did not so, should be cast into a fiery fur¬ 
nace. When, therefore, all the rest, upon the 
hearing of the sound of the trumpet, worshipped 
the image, they related that Daniel’s kinsmen 
did not do it, because they would not transgress 
the laws of their country; so these men were 
convicted and cast immediately into the fire, but 
were saved by divine Providence, and after a 
surprising manner escaped death, for the fire 
did not touch them: and I suppose that it touch¬ 
ed them not, as if it reasoned with itself, that 
they were cast into it without any fault of theirs, 
and that therefore it was too weak to burn the 
voung men when they were in it. This was 
clone by the power of God, who made ther 
bodies so far superior to the fire, that it could 
not consume them. This it was which recom¬ 
mended them to the king as righteous men, and 
men beloved of God, on which account they con¬ 
tinued in great esteem with him. 

6. A little after this the king saw in his sleep 
again another vision; how he should fall from 
his dominion, and feed among the wild beasts, 
and that when he had lived in this manner in the 
desert for seven years,* he should recover his 
dominion again. When he had seen this dream, 
he called the magicians together again, and in¬ 
quired of them about it, and desirea them to tell 
him what it signified; but when none of them 
could find out the meaning of the dream, nor dis¬ 
cover it to the king*, Daniel was the only person 
that explained it: and as he foretold, so it came 
to pass; for after he had continued in the wilder¬ 
ness the foreiuentioned interval of time, while 
no one durst attempt to seize his kingdom du¬ 
ring those seven years, he prayed to God that he 
might recover his kingdom, and he returned to 
it. But let no one blame me for writing down 
every thing of this nature, as l find it in our an¬ 
cient books; for as to that matter, I have plainly 
assured those that think me defective in any 

♦Since Josephus here explains the seven prophetic 
rimes which were to pass over Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. 
ir. 1G, to h e seven years, we thence learn how he most 
probably must have understood those other parallel 
phrases of a time , times , and a half , Antiq. h. vii. ch. 
xxv. of so many prophetic years also, though he withal 
lets us know, hv his hint at the interpretation of the 
seventy weeks, as belonging to ibc fourth monarchy, 
and the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in the 
days of Josephus, chap. ii. sect. 7. that he did not think 
those years to be bare years, but rather days for years; 
by which reckoning, and by which alone, could 70 
weeks, or 490 days, reach to the nve of Josephus. But as 
to the truth of those seven years’ banishment of Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar from men, and hi9 living so long among the 
beasts, the very small remains we have nny where else 
of this Nebuchadnezzar, prevent our expectation of any 
other full account of it. So far we know by Ptolemy’s 
canon, a contemporary record, as well ns by Josephus 
presently, that he reigned in all 43 years, that is, eight 
years after we meet with any nceountof hisactions,one 
of the last of which wasthe 13 years’ siege of Tyre, 
Ant. b. xi. ch. xi. where yet the Old Latin has hut tlirec 
years and ten months, yet were his actions before so re- 
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such point, or comp.ain of my management, and 
have told them in the beginning of this history 
that 1 intended to do no more than translate the 
Hebrew books into the Greek language, and 
promised them to explain those facts, without 
adding any thing to them of my own, or taking 
any thing away from them. 

CHAP. XI. 

Concerning Nebuchadnezzar and his Successors; 

and how their Government was dissolved by ths 

Persians; and what things befell Daniel in 

Media, and what Prophecies he delivered there. 

§ 1. Now, when Nebuchadnezzar had reigned 
forty-three years,f he ended his life. He was an 
active man, and more fortunate than the kings 
that were before him. Now Berosus makes 
mention of his actions in the third book of his 
Chaldaic history, where he says thus: “When 
his father, Nebuchodonosor, [Nabopollassar,] 
heard that the governor whom ne had set over 
Egypt and the places about Ccelosyria and 
Phoenicia, had revolted from him, while he was 
not himself able any longer to undergo the hard¬ 
ships [of war,] he committed to his son Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, who was still but a youth, some 
parts of his army, and sent him against them. 
So w’hen Nebuchadnezzar had given battle, and 
fought with the rebel, be beat him, and reduced 
the country from under his subjection, and made 
it a branch of his own kingdom; but about that 
time it happened, that his father Nebuchodono¬ 
sor [Nabopollassar] fell ill, and ended his life in 
the city of Babylon, when he had reigned twen¬ 
ty-one yearsand when he was made sensible 
as he was in a little time, that his father Nebu¬ 
chodonosor [Nabopollassar] was dead, and hav¬ 
ing settled tne affairs of Egypt, and the other 
countries, as also those that concerned the cap¬ 
tive Jews, and Phoenicians, and Syrians, and 
those of the Egyptian nations, and having com¬ 
mitted the conveyance of them to Babylon to 
certain of his friends, together with the gross of 
his army, and the rest of their ammunition and 
provisions, he went himself hastily, accompanied 
with a few others, over the desert, and came to 
Babylon. So he took upon him the management 
of public affairs, and of the kingdom which had 
been kept for him by one that was the principal 
of the Chaldeans, and he received the entire 
dominions of his father, and appointed, that 
when the captives came, they should be placed 
as colonies, in the most proper places of Baby¬ 
lonia: but then he adorned tne temple of Belus, 
and the rest of the temples, in a magnificent 
manner, with the spoils he had taken in war. 
lie also added another city to that which was 
there of old, and rebuilt it, that such as would 
besiege it hereafter might no more turn the 
course of the river, and thereby attack the city 

markable, both in sacred and profane authors, that such 
a vacuity of eight years at the least, at the latter end of 
his reign, must be allowed to agree very well with Dan¬ 
iel’s accounts, that after a seven years’ brutal life be 
might return to his reason, and to the exercise of bis roy¬ 
al authority, for one whole year at least before his death. 

f These 43 years for the duration of ti e reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar arc, as I have just now observed, the 
very same number in Ptolemy's canon. Moses Chore 
nensis does also confirm this captivity of the Jews un¬ 
der Nebuchadnezzar; and adds, wlint is very remarka¬ 
ble, that one of those Jews that were carried by him in¬ 
to captivity got away into Armenia, and raised tlie 
great family of the Bagradittr there. 

I These 21 years here ascribed to one named AVio*- 
lassar in the first book against Apion, or to Nahopollas- 
sar, the father of the great Nebuchadnezzar, are also 
the very same with those given him in Ptolemy’s canon 
And note here, that wlint Dr. Pridenux says, at the 
year GI2, that Nebuchadnezzar must have been a com¬ 
mon name of other kings of Babylon, besides the great 
Nebuchadnezzar himseif, is a groundless tnistake of 
some modern rhronologers only, and destitute of all 
proper original authority 



2iG ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


itself: he therefore built three walls round about 
the inner city, and three others about that which 
was the outer, aad this he did with burnt brick. 
And after he had, after a becoming manner, wall¬ 
ed the city, and adorned its gates gloriously, 
be built another palace before his father's 
palace, but so that it was joined to it; to describe 
whose vast height, and immense riches, it would 

f ierhaps be too much for me to attempt; yet as 
arge and lofty as they were, they were comple¬ 
ted in fifteen days.* He also erected elevated 
places for walking, of stone, and made it resern- 
ule mountains, and built it so that it might be 
planted with all sorts of trees. He also erected 
what was called a pensile paradise, because his 
wife was desirous to have things like her own 
countrv, she having been bred up in the palaces 
of Media.” Megasthenes also, in the fourth book 
of his accounts of India, makes mention of these 
things, and thereby endeavors to show that this 
king [Nebuchadnezzar] exceeded Hercules in 
fortitude, and in the greatness of his actions; 
for he sailh, that “he conquered a great part of 
Libya and Iberia.” Diocles also, in the second 
book of his accounts of Persia, mentions this 
king; as does Philostratus, in his accounts both 
of India and of Phoenicia, say, that “this king 
besieged Tyre thirteen years, while at the same 
time Ethbaal reigned at Tyre. These are all 
the histories thaf I have met ivith concerning 
this king. 

2. But now, after the death of Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar, Evil-Merodach, his son, succeeded in the 
kingdom, who immediately set Jeconiah at liber¬ 
ty, and esteemed him among his most intimate 
friends: he also gave him many presents, and 
made him honorable above the rest of the kings 
that were in Babylon; for his father had not 
kept his faith with Jeconiah, when he volunta¬ 
rily delivered up himself to him, with his wives 
and children, and his whole kindred, for the sake 
of his country, that it might not be taken by 
6iege, and utterly destroyed, as we said before. 
'When Evil-Merodach was dead, after a reign of 
eighteen years, Niglissar, his son, took the go¬ 
vernment, and retained it forty years, and then 
ended his life: and after him the succession in 
the kingdom came to his son Labosordacus, who 
continued in it in all but nine months; and when 
he was dead it came to Baltasar,f who, by the 
Babylonians, was called Nnboandelus; against 
him did Cyrus, the king of Persia, and Darius, 
the king of Media, make war; and when he was 
besieged iD Babylon, there happened a wonder¬ 
ful aod prodigious vision. He was sat down at 
supper in a large room, and there were a great 
many vessels of silver, such as tvere made for 
royal entertainments, and he had with him his 
concubines, and his friends; whereupon he came 
to a resolution, and commanded that those ves¬ 
sels of God which Nebuchadnezzar had plunder¬ 
ed out of Jerusalem, nnd had not made use of, 
but had put them into his own temple, should be 

* These fifteen daye for finishing such vast buildings 
at Babylon, in Josephus’s copy of Bcrosus, would seem 
too absurd 10 Ik* supposed lo be the irue number, were 
it not for lhc same testimony extant also in tlie first l ook 
ngainst Apion, sect. in. vol. iv. with the same number. 
U thenre indeed appenrs, that Josephus's ropy of Hcro- 
sus had this sum 11 number, hut Hint it is the true num- 
i>cr I still doubt, Josephus .assures us that the walls of 
■n much a smaller city ns Jerusalem were two years 
and four months in building by Neheiniah, who yet has¬ 
tened the work nil lie could, Amiq. I». xi. cli. v. sect. 8. 
I should think 115 days, or a year and 15 days, much 
more proportionable to so great a work. 

fit is here remarkable, I lint Josephus, without the 
knowledge of Ptolemy's canon, should call the same 
king, whom tie himself here, Bar. 1. 11, nnd Dnn. v. 1, 
2, 9, 12, 22, 29, 30, styles Balt osar or Behthanar, from 
the Babylonian god Bel, Jfaboanrlelua nlso; and in the 
Aral book against Apion,sect. 2b, from the same citntion 
out of Berosus, Kabonnedut, from Hie Babylonian god 
Nnho or Nebo. This Inst is not remote from the original 
pronunciation itself in Ptolemy’s canon, Jfabonadius, 


brought out of that temple. He also grew so 
haughty as to proceed to use them in the midst 
of his cups, drinking out of them, and blasphe¬ 
ming against God. In the mean time, he saw a 
hand proceed out of the wall, and writing upon 
the wall certain syllables: at which sight being 
disturbed, he called the magicians and Chaldeans 
together, and all sort of men that are among 
these Barbarians, and were able to interpret 
signs and dreams, that they might explain the 
writing to him. But when the magicians said they 
could discover nothing, nor did understand it, the 
king was in great disorder of mind, and under 
great trouble at this surprising accident; so he 
caused it to be proclaimed through all the coun¬ 
try, and promised, that to him who could ex¬ 
plain the writing, and give the signification 
couched therein, he would give him a golden 
chain for his neck, and leave to wear a purple 
garment, as did the kings of Chaldea, and would 
bestow on him the third part of his own domin¬ 
ions. When this proclamation was made, the 
magicians ran together more earnestly, and were 
very ambitious to find out the importance of the 
writing, but still hesitated about it as much as 
before. Now when the king's grandmother saw 
him cast down at this accident,! she begaD to 
encourage him, and to sav, that “there was a 
certain captive who came from Judea, a Jetv by 
birth, but brought away thence by Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, when he had destroyed Jerusalem, 
whose name was Daniel, a wise man, and one of 
great sagacity in finding out what was impossible 
for others to discover, and what was known to 
God alone; who brought to light and answered 
such questions to Nebuchadnezzar as no ODe 
else was able to answer when thev were consult¬ 
ed. She therefore desired that lie would send 
for him, and inquire of him concerning the wri¬ 
ting, and to condemn the unskilfulness of those 
w r ho could not find their meaning, and this, al¬ 
though what God signified thereby should be of 
a melancholy nature.” 

3. When Baltasar beard this, he called for Da¬ 
niel; and when he had discoursed to him what 
he had learned concerning him and his wisdom, 
and how a Divine Spirit was with him; and that 
he alone was fully capable of finding out what 
others would never have thought of, he desired 
him to declare to him what this writing meaDt: 
that if he did so, he would give him leave to wear 
purple, and to put a chain of gold about his neck, 
and would bestow on him the third part of his 
dominion, a3 an honorary reward for his wisdom, 
that thereby he might become illustrious to those 
who saw him, and who inquired upon what occa¬ 
sion he obtained such honors. But Daniel de¬ 
sired, that “he would keep his gifts to himself: 
for what is the effect of wisdom and of divine re¬ 
velation, admits of no gifts, and bestows its nd- 
vantages on petitioners freclv, but that still lie 
would explain the writing to him; which denoted 
that he should soon die, and this because he had 

for both the place of this king in that canon, as the last 
of the Assyrian or Babylonian kings, nnd the number of 
years of his reign, scveniccn, the same in I oib, demon¬ 
strate that it is one nnd the same king Hint is meant by 
them all. It is also worth noting, that Josephus knew 
that Darius, the partner of Cyrus, was Hie son of Astya- 
ges. and was called by another name amonc the Creeks, 
though it docs not appenr he knew what that name was, 
ns having never seen the best history of this period, 
which is Xenophon’s. But then whnt Josephus’s pre¬ 
sent copies say presently,sect, d, Hint it was only with¬ 
in no long time after the hand-writing on the wail that 
Biillnzar was slain, does not so well ngrcc with our 
copies of Daniel, which say it was the same nighty Dan 
v. BO. 

| This grandmother or mother of Bahasar, the 
queen-dowager of Babylon, (for she is distinguished 
from his queen, Dan. v. 10,23,} seems to have been the 
famous Niioeris, who fortified Babylon against the 
Modes nnd Persians, and in nil probability governed 
under Bnltnsar, who seems to have teen a weak and 
effeminate prince. 
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not learnt to honor God, and not to admit things 
above human nature, by what punishment his 
progenitor had undergone, for the injuries he 
had offered to God; and because he had quite 
forgotten how Nebuchadnezzar was removed to 
feed among wild beasts, for his impieties, and 
did not recover his former life among men, and 
his kingdom, but upon God’s mercy to him, after 
many supplications and prayers; who did there¬ 
upon praise God all the davs of his life, as one 
oi almighty power, and who takes care of man¬ 
kind. ?He also put him in mind] how he had 
greatly olasphemed against God, and had made 
use ol his vessels amongst his concubines: that 
therefore God saw this, and was angry with him, 
and declared by his writing beforehand, what a 
sad conclusion of life he should come to. And 
he explained the writing thus;— Maneh. This, 
if it be expounded in the Greek language, may 
signify a Number , because God hath numbered 
so long a time for thy life, and for thy govern¬ 
ment, and that there remains but a small portion. 
Thekel. This signifies a Weighty and means 
that God hath weighed thy kingdom in a balance, 
and finds it going down already. Phares. This 
also, in the Greek tongue, denotes a Fragment; 
God will therefore break thy kingdom in pieces, 
and divide it among the Medes and Persians. 

4. When Daniel had told the king that the 
writing upon the wall signified these events, 
Baltazar was in great sorrow and affliction, as 
was to be expected, when the interpretation was 
so heavy upon him. However, he did not refuse 
what he had promised Daniel, although he were 
become a foreteller of misfortunes to him, but 
bestowed it all upon him: as reasoning thus, that 
what he was to reward was peculiar to himself, 
and to fate, and did not belong to the prophet; 
but that it was the part of a good and a just man 
to give what he had promised, although the events 
were of a melancholy nature. Accordingly, the 
king determined so to do. Now after a little 
while, both himself and the city were taken by 
Cyrus, the king of Persia, who fought against 
him; for it was Baltazar under whom Babylon 
was taken, when he had reigned seventeen years. 
And this is the end of the posterity of king Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar, as history informs us; but when 
Babylon was taken by Darius, and when he, with 
his kinsman Cyrus, had put an end to the domi¬ 
nion of the Babylonians, he was sixty-two years 
old. He was the son of Astyages, and had ano¬ 
ther name among the Greeks. Moreover, he 
took Daniel the prophet, and carried him with 
him into Media, and honored him very greatly, 
and kept him with him; for he was one of the 
three presidents whom he set over his three 
hundred and sixty provinces, for into so many 
did Darius part them. 

5. However, while Daniel was in so great a 
dignity, and in so great favor with Darius, and 
was alone intrusted with every thing by him, as 
having somewhat divine in him, he was envied 
by the rest; for those that see others in greater 
honor than themselves with kings, envy them: 
and when those that were grieved at the great 
favor Daniel was in with Darius, sought for an 
occasion against him, he afforded them no occa¬ 
sion at all, for as he was above all the temptations 
of money, and despised bribery, and esteemed it 
a very base thing to take nny thing by way of re¬ 
ward, even when it might be justly given him, 
he afforded those that envied him not the least 
handle for an accusation. So when they could 
find nothing for which they might calumniate him 
to the king; nothing that was shameful or re- 

* It is noway improvable that Daniel’s enemies might 
BUggestthis reason to ti e king, why the lions did not 
meddle with him, and that they might suspect the king’s 
kindness to Daniel had procured these, lions to be so 
filled beforehand, and that thence it was that he en- 
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roachful, and thereby deprive him of the honor 
e was in with him, they sought for some other 
method whereby they might destroy him. When 
therefore they saw that Daniel prayed to God 
three times a day, they thought they had gotten 
an occasion by which they might ruin him; so 
they came to Darius, and told him, that “the 

f irinces and governors had thought proper to al 
ow the multitude a relaxation for thirty dayg, 
that no one might offer a petition orprayer either 
to himself, or to the gods, but that he who shall 
transgress this decree shall be cast into the den 
of lions, and there perish.” 

6. Whereupon tne king, being not acquainted 
with their wicked design, nor suspecting that it 
was a contrivance of theirs against Daniel, said, 
he was pleased with this decree of theirs, and he 
promised to confirm what they desired: he also 
published an edict to promulgate to the people 
that decree which the princes had made. Accord¬ 
ingly all the rest took care not to transgress 
those injunctions, and rested in quiet; hut Daniel 
had no regard to them, but, as he was wont, he 
stood and prayed to God in the sight of them all: 
but the princes having met with the occasion 
they so earnestly sought to find against Daniel, 
came presently to the king, and accused him, 
that Daniel was the only person that transgress¬ 
ed the decree, while not one of the rest durst 
pray to their gods. This discovery they made, 
not because of his impiety, but because they had 
watched him, and observed him out of envy: for 
supposing that Darins did thus out of a greater 
kindness to him than they expected, and that he 
was ready to grant him a pardon for this contempt 
of his injunctions, and envying this very pardon 
to Daniel, they did not become very favorable 
to him, but desired he might be cast into the den 
of lions, according to the law. So Darius, hoping 
that God would deliver him, and that he would 
undergo nothing that was terrible by the wild 
beasts, bade him bear this accident cheerfully: 
and when he was cast into the den, he put his 
seal to the stone that lay upon the mouth of the 
den, and went his way; but he passed all the 
night without food, and without sleep, being in 
reat distress for Daniel. But when it was day, 
e got up, and came to the den, and found the 
seal entire, which he had left the stone sealed 
withal; he also opened the seal, and cried out, 
and called to Daniel, and asked him. If he were 
alive? And as soon as he heard the king’s voice, 
and said that he had suffered no harm, the king 
gave order that he should be drawn up out of the 
den. Now when his enemies saw that Daniel 
had suffered nothing which was terrible, they 
w r ould not own that he was preserved by God, 
and by his providence; but they said, that the 
lions had been filled full with food, and on that 
account it was, as they supposed, that the lions 
would not touch Daniel, nor come to him; and 
this they alleged to the king: but the king, out 
of an abhorrence of their wickedness, gave order, 
that they should throw in a great deal of flesh to 
the lions; and when they had filled themselves, 
he gave further order that Daniel’s enemies 
should be cast into the den, that he might learn 
whether the lions, now r they were full, would 
touch them or not. And it appeared plain to Da¬ 
rius, after the princes had been cast to the wild 
beasts, that it was God who preserved Daniel, 
for the lions spared none of them,* but tore them 
all to pieces, as if they had been very hungry, 
and wanted food. I suppose therefore it was 
not their hunger, which had been a little before 
satisfied with abundance of flesh, but the wick- 

eourmred Daniel to submit to tliis experiment, in hopes 
of coming off safe; nnd that this was the true reason of 
making so terrible an experiment upon those bis ene¬ 
mies, and nil their families, Dan. yi. 24. though our 
other copies do not directly take notice of it. 
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edness of these men, that provoked them [to de¬ 
stroy the princes;] for if it so please God, that 
wickedness might, even by those irrational crea¬ 
tures, he esteemed a plain foundation for their 
punishment. 

7. When, therefore, those that had intended 
thus to destroy Daniel by treachery, were them¬ 
selves destroyed, king Darius sent [letters] over 
all the country, and praised that God whom 
Daniel worshipped; and said, that “he was the 
only true God, and had all power.” He had also 
Daniel in very great esteem, and made him the 
principal of his friends. Now when Daniel was 
become so illustrious and famous, on account of 
the opinion men had that he was beloved of God, 
he built a tower at Ecbatana in Media: it ivas a 
most elegant building, and wonderfully made, 
and it is still remaining, and preserved to this 
day; and to such as see it, it appears to have 
been lately built, and to have been no older than 
that very day; when any one looks upon it, it is 
so fresh, flourishing, and beautiful, and no way 
grown old in so long a time;* for buildings suffer 
the same as men do, they grow old as well as 
they, and by numbers of years their strength is 
dissolved, and their beauty withered. Now they 
bury the kings of Media, of Persia, and Parthia, 
in this tower to this day; and he who was in¬ 
trusted with the care of it, was a Jewish priest; 
which thing is also observed to this day : but it is 
fit to give an account of what this man did, 
which is most admirable to hear, for he was so 
happy as to have strange revelations made to 
him, and those as to one of the greatest of the 
rophets, iusomuch, that while he was alive he 
ad the esteem and applause both of the kings 
and of the multitude, and now he is dead, he re¬ 
tains a remembrance that will never fail, for the 
several books that he wrote and left behind him 
are still read hy us till this time, and from them 
we believe that Daniel conversed with God; for 
he did not only prophesy of future events, as did 
the other prophets, but he also determined the 
time of tneir accomplishment: and while pro¬ 
phets used to foretell misfortunes, and on that ac¬ 
count were disagreeable both to the kings and 
to the multitude, Daniel was to them a prophet 
of good things, and this to such a degree, that 
by the agreeable nature of his predictions, he 
procured the good-will of all men, and bv the ac¬ 
complishment of them he procured the belief of 
their truth, and the opinion of [a sort of] divinity 
for himself, among the multitude. He also wrote 
and left behind him what made manifest the ac¬ 
curacy and undeniable veracity of his predic¬ 
tions; for he saith, that “when he was in Susa, 
the metropolis of Persia, and went out into the 
field with his companions, there was, on the 
sudden, a motion and concussion of the earth, 
and that he was left alone by himself, his friends 
flying away from him; and that he was disturbed, 
and fell on his face, and on his two hands, and 
that a certain person touched him, and at the 
same time, bade him rise and sec what would 
befall his countrymen after many generations. 
He also related, that when he stood up, he was 
shown a great ram, with many horns growing 
out of his hcad,nnd that the last was higher than 
the rest; that after this he looked to the west, 
and saw a lie-goat carried though the air from 
that quarter, that he rushed upon the ram with 
violence, nnd smote him twice witli his horns, 
and everthrew him to the ground, and trampled 
upon him: that afterward lie saw a very great 
horn growing out of the head of the he-goat,and 

♦What Josephus here says, that the stones of the 
sepulchres of the kings of Persia at tliis tower, or those 
perhaps of the same sort that are now commonly 
called the ruins of Perscpolis, continued so entire and 
unaltered in bis days, as if ihey were lately put there, 
“I,” says Roland, " here can show to ho true, as to 
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that when it was broken off, four horns grew up 
that tvere exposed to each of the four winds, and 
he wrote that out of them arose another lesser 
horn, which, as he said, waxed great; and that 
God showed to him, that it should fight against 
his nation, and take their city by force, and 
bring the temple-worship to confusion, and for¬ 
bid the sacrifices to be offered for one thousand 
two hundred and ninety-six day 9 .” Daniel wrote 
that he saw these visions in the plain of Susa; 
and he hath informed us, that God interpreted 
the appearance of this vision after the following 
manner: “He said that the ram signified the 
kingdoms of the Medes and Persians, and the 
horns those kings that were to reign in them; 
and that the last lioru signified the last king, and 
that he should exceed all the kings in riches and 
glory; that the goat signified that one should 
come and reign from tne Greeks, who should 
twice fight with the Persian, and overcome him 
in battle, and should receive his entire dominion; 
that by the great horn which sprang out of the 
forehead of the he-goatwas meant the first king; 
and that the springing up of four horns upon its 
falling off, and the conversion of every one of 
them to the four quarters of the earth, signified 
the successors that should arise after the death 
of the first king, and the partition of the kingdom 
among them, and that they should be neither his 
children, nor of his kindred, that should reign 
over the habitable earth for many years; and that 
from among them there should arise n certain 
king that should overcome our nation and their 
laws, and should take away their political go¬ 
vernment, and should spoil the temple, and for¬ 
bid the sacrifices to be offered for three years’ 
time.” And indeed so it came to pass, that our 
nation suffered these things under Antiochus 
Epiphanes, according to Daniel’s vision, and 
wiiat he wrote many years before they came 
to pass. In the very same manner Dan'iel also 
wrote concerning the Roman government, and 
that our country should be made desolate by 
them. All these things did this man leave in 
writing, as God had showed them to him, inso¬ 
much, that such as read his prophecies, and sec 
how they have been fulfilled, would wonder at 
the honor wherewith God honored Daniel; and 
may thence discover how the Epicureans are 
in an error, who cast Providence out of human 
life, and do not believe that God takes care of the 
affairs of the world, nor that the universe is 
governed and continued in being by that blessed 
and immortal nature, but say that the world is 
carried along of its own accord, without a ruler 
and a curator; which, were it destitute of a guide 
to conduct it, as they imagine, it would be like 
ships without pilots, which we see drowned by 
tlie winds, or like chariots without drivers, which 
are overturned, so would the world be dashed to 
pieces by its being carried without a Providence, 
nnd so perish and come to nought. So that, by 
the foremenlioncd predictions of Daniel, those 
men seem to me very much to err from (he truth, 
who determine, that God exercises no providence 
over human nffairs; for if that were the case, that 
the world went on by mechanical necessity, we 
should not see that all things would come to pass 
nccording to his prophecy. .Now as to myselfi 
I have so described these matters ns I have 
found them and read them; hut if any one is in¬ 
clined to another opinion about them, let him 
en joy his different sentiments without any blame 
from me. 


those stones of the Persian kinds’ mausoleum which 
Cornelius Brunius brake off nnd pave me.” He as¬ 
cribed this to the hardness of the stone, which scarce¬ 
ly yields to Iron tools, nnd proves frequently too hard 
for cutting by the chisel, but oftentimes breaks it into 
I pieces. 
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BOOK XI. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE YEARS AND FIVE 
MONTHS.—FRDM THE FIRST OF CYRUS, TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 


CHAP. I. 

How Cyrus , King of the Persians , delivered the 
Jews out of Babylon , and suffered them to re¬ 
turn to their own Country, and to build their 
Temple, for which Work he gave them Money, 

§ I. In the first year of the reign of Cyrus,* 
which was the seventieth from the day that our 

g BOple were removed out of their own land into 
abylon, God commiserated the captivity and 
calamity of these poor people, according as he 
had foretold to them by Jeremiah the prophet, 
before the destruction of the city; that after they 
had served Nebuchadnezzar and his posterity, 
and after they had undergone that servitude 
seventy years, he would restore them again to 
the land of their fathers, and they should build 
their temple, and enjoy tbeir ancient prosperity. 
And these things God did afford them: for he 
stirred up the mind of Cyrus, and made him 
write this throughout all Asia, “ Thus saith Cy¬ 
rus the king, Since God Almighty hath appointed 
me to be king of the habitable earth, I believe 
that he is that God which the nation of the Is¬ 
raelites worship, fur indeed he foretold my name 
by the prophets, and that I should build him a 
house at Jerusalem, in the country of Judea.” 

2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the 
book which Isaiah left behind him of his prophe¬ 
cies; for this prophet said, that God had spoken 
thus to him in a secret vision; “ Mv will is, that 
Cyrus, whom I have appointed to be king over 
many and great nations, send back my people to 
their own land, and build my temple.” This was 
foretold by Isaiah one hundred and forty years 
before the temple was demolished. Accordingly, 
when Cyrus read this, and admired the divine 
power, an earnest desire and ambition seized 
upon him, to fulfil what was so written; so he 
called for the most eminent Jews that were in 
Babylon, and said to them, that “ he gave them 
leave to go back to their own country, and to re¬ 
build their city Jerusalem,f and the temple of 
God, for that he would be their assistant, and 
that he would write to the rulers and governors 
that were in the neighborhood of their country 
of Judea, that they should contribute to them 
gold and silver for the building of the temple, 
and besides that, beasts for their sacrifices.” 

3. When Cyrus had said this to the Israelites, 
the rulers of the two tribes of Judah and Benja¬ 
min, with the Levites and priests, went in haste 
to Jerusalem, yet did many of them sta} r at Ba¬ 
bylon, a- not willing to leave their possessions; 
and when they were come thither, all the king’s 
friends assisted them, and brought in, for the 
building of the temple, some gold and some sil¬ 
ver, and some a great many cattle and horses. 
So they performed their vows to God, and offer¬ 
ed the sacrifice that had been accustomed of old 
time: 1 mean this upon the rebuilding of their 
city, an j the revival of the ancient practices re- 

*Thi3 Cvrus is called God's shepherd by Xenophon, 
as well as by Isaiah, Isa. xliv. 2?, nlso it is said of him 
by the same prophet, that “ l will make a man more 
prer.iuus than fine gold, even a man than the go'den 
wedge ot Ophir;” Isa. xiii. 12, which character makes 
Xenophon’s most excellent history of him very ereditde. 

t Tins leave to build Jerusalem, sect. 2, *.\ and t lie epis¬ 
tle of Cyrus to Sisinuesam] Snthrnbuzanes, lothc same 
purpose, were most unfortunately omitted in all our co¬ 
pies hut t is' est and rompletest eopy of Josephus: and 
by sued omission the famous prophecy of Isaiah, Isa. 
xliv. 2$, where we are informed, thatGod said of or to 


I lating to their worship. Cyrus also sent back to 
them the vessels of God which king Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar had pillaged out of the temple, and had 
carried to Babylon. So he committed these 
things to Mithridates, the treasurer, to be sent 
I away, with an order to give them to Sanabassar, 
that he might keep them till the temple was built; 
and when it was finished, he might deliver them 
to the priests and rulers of the multitude, in or¬ 
der to their being restored to the temple. Cy¬ 
rus also sent an epistle to the governors that were 
in Syria, the contents whereof here follow: 

King Cyrus to Sisinnes and Sathrabuzanes, 
sendeth greeting. 

“I have given leave, to as many of the Jews 
that dwell in my country as please, to return to 
their own country, and to rebuild their city, and 
to build the temple of God at Jerusalem, on the 
same place where it was before. I have also sent 
my treasurer Mithridates, and Zorobabel, the 
governor of the Jews, that they may lay the 
foundations of the temple, and may build it sixty 
cubits high, and of the same latitude, making 
three edifices of polished stones, and one of the 
wood of the country; and the same order extends 
to the altar, whereon they offer sacrifices to God. 
I require also, that the sacrifices for these things 
may be given out of my revenues. Moreover, I 
have also sent the vessels which king Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar pillaged out of the temple, and have given 
them to Mithridates, the treasurer, and to Zoro¬ 
babel the governor of the Jews, that they may 
have them carried to Jerusalem, and may restore 
them to the temple of God. Now their number 
is as follows4 fifty chargers of gold, and five 
hundred of silver, forty Thericlean cups of gold, 
and five hundred of silver, fifty basons of gold, 
and five hundred of silver; thirty vessels for 
pouring [the drink-offerings.] and three hundred 
of silver; thirty vials of gold, and two thousand 
four hundred of silver; with a thousand other 
large vessels. I permit them to have the same 
honor which they were used to have from their 
forefathers, as also fur their small cattle, and for 
wine and oil, two hundred and live thousand and 
five hundred drachmas; and for wheat flour, 
twenty thousand and five hundred artabce; and 
I give order, that these expenses shall be given 
them out of the tributes due from Samaria. The 
priests shall also oiler these sacrifices according 
to the laws of Moses in Jerusalem: and when 
they offer them, they shall pray to God for the 
preservation of the king and of his family, that 
the kingdom of Persia may continue. But my 
will is, that those who disobey these injunctions, 
and make them void, shall be hung upon a cross 
and their substance brought into the king’s trea¬ 
sury.” And such was the import of this epistle. 
Now the number of those that came out ot cap¬ 
tivity to Jerusalem, were forty-two thousand four 
hundred and sixty two. 

Cyrus, “He is my shepherd and shall perform all my 
pleasure, even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shall he built, 
and to the temple, Thy foundation shall t>e laid,” could 
not hitherto be demonstrated from the sacred history to 
have been completely fulfilled, l mean ns to that part 
of it which concerned bis giving leave or commission 
for rebuilding the city of Jerusalem as distinct from the 
temple, whose rebuilding is alone permitted or directed 
in the decree of Cyrus in all our copies. 

JOf the true number of golden and silver essels, 
here and elsewhere, belonging to the temple of Solo¬ 
mon, see the Description of the Temple, cb. xiii. 
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CHAR 11. 

How upon the Death oj Cyrus, the Jews were 

hindered in the building if the Temple by the 

Cutheans, and the neighboring Governors: and 

koto Cambyses entirely forbade the Jews to do 

any such thing. 

{ 1. W'JIK.N the foundations of the temple were 
la) in", and when the Jews were very zealous 
about building it, the neighboring nations, es¬ 
pecially the Cutheans, whom Shalmunezer, king 
ot Assyria, had brought out of Persia and Media, 
and had planted in Samaria, when he carried the 
people of Israel captives, besought the govern¬ 
ors, and those that had the care of such aiiairs, 
that tney would interrupt the Jews, both in the 
rebuilding of their city, and in the building of 
their temple. Now as these men were corrupted 
by them with money, they sold the Cutheans 
their interest for rendering this building a slow 
and a careless work, for Cyrus, who was busy 
about other wars, knew nothing of all this; and 
it so happened, that when be had led his army 
against the Messagette he ended his life.* But 
when Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, had taken 
the kingdom, the governors in Syria, and Phoeni¬ 
cia, and in the countries of Ammon, aud Moab, 
and Samaria, wrote an epistle to Cambyses; 
whose contents were as follow: ‘‘To our lord 
Ca.ubyses; we thy servants, Rathumus the his¬ 
toriographer, and Senitllius the scribe, and the 
rest that are thy judges in Syria and Phoenicia, 
send greeting: It is fit, O king, that thou should- 
est know that those Jevv9 who were carried to 
Babylon, are come into our country, and are 
building that rebellious and wicked city, and its 
market-places, and setting up its walls, and rais¬ 
ing up the temple: know' therefore, that when 
these things are finished, they will not he willing 
to pay tribute, nor will they submit to thy com¬ 
mands, but will resist kings, and will choose 
rather to rule over others, than be ruled over 
themselves. We therefore thought it proper to 
write to th< e, O king, while the works about the 
temple are going on so fast, and not to overlook 
this matter, that thou mayest search into the 
books of thy fathers, lor thou wilt find in them, 
that the Jews have been rebels, and enemies to 
kings, as hath their city been also, which, for 
that reason, hath been till now laid waste. We 
thought proper also to inform thee of this mat¬ 
ter, because thou mayest otherwise perhaps be 
ignorant of it, that if this city be once inhabited, 
ami be entirely encompassed with walls, thou 
wilt be excluded from thy passage to Coclosyria 
and Phtenicm.” 

2. When Cambyses had read the epistle, being 
naturally wicked, he was iriitatid at what they 
told him; and wrote back to them as follows: 
“Cambyses the king, to Rathumus the historio¬ 
grapher, to Beeltethmus, to Semellius the scribe, 
and the rc^t that are in commission, aud dwell¬ 
ing in Sumaria and Phomiria, alter this manner: 
I have rea l the epistle that was sent from you; 
and I gave order that the books of my forefa¬ 
thers should be searched into, and it is there 
found, that this city hath always been an enemy 
to kings, and its inhabitants have raised sedi¬ 
tions and wars. We also are sensible that their 
kings have been powerful and tyrannical, and 
have exacted tribute of Co losyria, aud Phoenicia: 
Wherefore I give order that the Jews shall not 
be permitted to build that city, lest such mis* 

* Josephus here follows Herodotus, and those that re- 
Inred how Cyrus made war with the Scythians and Mas- 
sagete*. near the Csspiau sea, and perished in it; while 
Xenophon’s nerount, which appears never to have been 
seen hy Josephus, that Cyrus died in peace in his own 
country of Persia, is attested tohy the writersof the af¬ 
fairs of Alexander the Crent, when they ngrec that he 
found Cyrus’s sepulchre at Pasargada?, near Persepolis. 
This account of Xenophon is al*o confirmed hy the eir- 
stances of Cambyses, upon his succession to Cyrus, who 


chief as they used to bring upon kings be greatly 
augmented.” When this epistle was read, Ra¬ 
thumus, and Semellius the scribe, aneftheir asso¬ 
ciates, got suddenly on horseback, and made 
haste to Jerusalem; they also brought a great 
company with them, and forbade the Jews to 
build the city, and the temple. Accordingly 
these works were hindered from going on till the 
second year of the reign of Darius, for nine 
years more; for Cambyses reigned six years, and 
within that time overthrew Egypt, and when he 
was come back, he died at Damascus. 

CHAP. III. 

How after the Death of Cambyses, and the 
Slaughter of the Magi, but under the Reign of 
Darius, Zorobabel was superior to the rest 
in the Solution of Problems, and thereby o/i- 
tained this favor of the King , that the Temple 
should be built. 

5 1. After the slaughter of the Magi, who, 
upon the death of Cambyses, attained the go¬ 
vernment of the Persians for a year, those fami¬ 
lies which were called the seven families of the 
Persians, appointed Darius, the son of H vstaspes, 
to be their king. Nov/ he while he was a pri¬ 
vate man, had made a vow to God, that if he 
came to be king, he would send all the vessels 
of God that were in Babylon to the temple at 
Jerusalem. Now it so fell out, that about this 
time Zorobabel, who had been made governor of 
the Jew:- that had been in captivity, came to Da¬ 
rius from Jerusalem: for there had been an old 
friendship between him and the king, lie was 
also, with two others, thought worthy lobe guards 
of the king’s body: and obtained that honor 
which he hoped for. 

2. Now in the first year of the king’s reign, 
Darius feasted those that were about him, and 
those born in his house, with the rulers of the 
Medes, and princes of the Persians, and the to- 
parchs of India and Ethiopia, and the generals 
of the armies of his hundred and twenty-seven 
provinces: but when they had eaten and drunk 
to satiety, and abundantly, they every one de 
parted to go to bed at their own houses, and Da¬ 
rius the king went to bed; but after he had rest¬ 
ed a little part of the night, he awaked, and not 
being able to sleep any more, he fell into conver¬ 
sation with the three guards of his body, and 
promised, that to him who should make an ora¬ 
tion, about points that he should inquire of, such 
as should be most agreeable to truth, and to the 
dictates of wisdom, lie would grant itasa reward 
of his victory, to put on o purple garment, and 
to drink in cups of gold, and to sleep upon gold, 
and to have a chariot with bridles of gold, and a 
head tire of fine linen, and a chain of gold about 
his neck, and to sit next to himself, on account ol 
his wisdom; and, says he, he shall be called my 
cousin. Now when he had promised to give 
them these gifts, he asked the first of them, 
whether wine was not the strongest? The se¬ 
cond, whether kings were not such? And the 
third, whether women were not such? Or, 
whether truth was not the strongest of all? 
When he had proposed that they should make 
their inquiries anout these problems, he went to 
tc-t; but in the morning he sent for his great 
men, his princes, and toparchs of Persia and 
Media,and sat himsclfdown in the place where 
he used to give audience, and bade each of the 

instead of a war to avenge liis father’s death upon the 
Scythians and Mnssngctes, aud to prevent those nntions 
from overrunning his northern provinces, which would 
have heent 1 e natural consequence of liis father’s ill suc¬ 
cess niid death H ere, went immcdiaiely to an Egyp¬ 
tian wnr.long ago begun hy Cyrus, according to Xeno¬ 
phon, page IHJ, and conquered that kingdom: nor i« 
there, that I ever heard of. tl.e least mention In the 
reign of tliisCamhyscs of any war against the Scythian* 
and Massagetes that he was ever engaged in all his life. 
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guards of h)3 body to declare what they thought 
proper concerning the proposed questions, in the 
nearing of them all.* 

3. Accordingly, the first of them began to 
speak of the strength of wine, and demonstrated 
it thus: “ When (said he) I am to give my opi¬ 
nion of wine, O you men, I find that it exceeds 
every thing, by the following indications: It de¬ 
ceives the minds of those that drink it, and re¬ 
duces that of the king to the same state with 
that of the orphan and he who stands in need of a 
tutor, and erects that of the slave to the boldness 
of him that is free, and that of the needy be¬ 
comes like that of the rich man, for it changes 
and renews the souls of men when it gets into 
them, and it quenches the sorrow of those that 
are under calamities, and makes men forget the 
debts they owe to others, and makes them think 
themselves to be of all men the richest; it makes 
them talk of do small things, but of talents, and 
such other names as become wealthy men only; 
nay, more, it makes them insensible of tbeir com¬ 
manders, and of their kings, and takes away the 
remembrance of their friends and companions, 
for it arms men even against those that are dear¬ 
est to them, and makes them appear the great¬ 
est strangers to them; and when they are become 
sober, and they have slept out their wine in the 
night, they arise without knowing any thing 
they have done in their cups; I take these for 
signs of power, and by them discover that 
wine is the strongest and’most insuperable of all 
things.” 

4. As soon as the first had given the foretnen- 
tioned demonstration of the strength of wine, 
he left off; and the next to him began to speak 
about the strength of a king, and demonstrated 
that it was the strongest of all, and more power¬ 
ful than any thing else that appears to have any 
force or wisdom. He began his demonstration 
after the following manner; and said, ‘‘They 
are men who govern all things; they force the 
earth and the sea to become profitable to them in 
what they desire, and over these men do kings 
rule, and over them they have authority. Xo\v, 
those men who rule over that animal which is of 
all the strongest and most powerful, must needs 
deserve to be esteemed insuperable in power and 
force: for example, when these kings command 
their subjects to make war, and undergo dan¬ 
gers, they are hearkened to, and when they send 
them against their enemies, their power is so 
great that they are obeyed. They command 
men to level mountains, and to pull down walls 
and towers: nay, when they are commanded to 
be killed and to kill, they submit to it, that they 
may not appear to transgress the king’s com¬ 
mands; and when they have conquered, thev 
bring what they have gained in the war to the 
king. Those also who are not soldiers, but cul¬ 
tivate the ground, and plough it, and when, after 
they have endured the labor, and all the ineon- 
veniencies of such works of husbandry, they 
have reaped and gathered in their fruits, thev 
bring tributes to the king. And whatsoever it fs 
which the king says or commands, it is done of 
necessity, and that without any delay, while he 
in the mean time is satiated with all sorts of 
lood and pleasures, and sleeps in quiet. He is 

♦The reader is to note, that although the speeches or 
papers of these three of the kins’s guards are much the 
same, in our third hook of Esdras, chap. iii. and W. as 
they are here in Josephus, yet that the introduction of 
them isentirely different, while in our Esdras the whole 
is related aa the contrivance of the three of the king's 
guards themselves; and even the mighty rewards are 
spoken of os proposed by themselves: and the speeches 
are related to have been delivered by themselves 10 the 
king in writing, while alt is contrary in Josephus. I 
need not say whose account is the most provable, the 
matters speak for themselves; and there can he no doubt 
but Josephus’s history is here lobe verv much preferred 
before the other. iS’or,indeed, does it seem to uic^.all 
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guarded by such as watch, and such as are as it 
were fixed down to the place through fear, for 
no one dares leave him, even when he is asleep, 
nor does any one go away and take care ot his 
own affairs, but he esteems this one. thing the only 
work of necessity, to guard the king, and accord¬ 
ing to this he wholly addicts himself. How then 
can it be otherwise, but that it may appear that 
the king exceeds all in strength, while so great 
a multitude obeys his injunctions?” 

5. iNow when this man had held his peace, the 
third of them who was Zorobabel, began to in¬ 
struct them about women, and about truth, who 
said thus: “Wine is strong, as is the king also, 
whom all men obey, but women are superior to 
them in power, for it was a woman that brought 
the king into the world; and for those that plant 
the vines and make the wine, they are women 
who bear them, and bring them up: nor indeed 
is there anv tiling which we do not receive from 
them: for these women weave garment? for us, 
and our household affairs are by their means ta¬ 
ken care of, and preserved in safety; nor can we 
live separate from women. And when we have 
gotten a great deal of gold and silver, and any 
other thing that is of great value, and deserving- 
regard, and see a beautiful woman, we leave ail 
things, and with open mouth fix our eyes upon 
her countenance, and are willing to forsake what 
we have, that we may enjoy her beauty, and 
procure it to ourselves. We also leave father, 
and mother, and the earth that nourishes us, 
and frequently forget our dearest friends, for the 
sake of women: nay, we are so hardy as to lay¬ 
down our lives for them. But whatVill chietly 
make you take notice of the strength of women, 
is this that follows: Do not we take pains, and 
endure a great deal of trouble, and that both by 
land and sea, and when we have procured some¬ 
what as the fruit of our labors, do we not bring 
them to the women, as to our mistresses; ana 
bestow them upon them? nay, 1 once saw the 
king, who is lord of a noble people, smitten on 
the face by Apaine, the daughter of Rabsases 
Themasius, his concubine, and his diadem taken 
from him, and put upon her own head, while he 
bore it patiently; and when she smiled he smi¬ 
led, ana when she was angry he was sad; and 
according to the change of tier passions, he flat¬ 
tered ht$ wife, and drew her to a reconciliation 
by the great humiliation of himself to her, if at 
any time he saw her displeased al him." 

6. And when the princes and rulers looked 
one upon another, lie began to speak about truth, 
aud lie said, “I have already demonstrated hoiv 
powerful women are: but both these women 
themselves, and the king himself, are weaker 
than truth; for although the earth be large, and 
the heaven high, and the course of the suu swift, 
yet are all those moved according to the will of 
God, who is true and righteous, for which cause 
we also ought to esteem truth to be strongest of 
all things, and that what is unrighteous is of no 
force against it. Moreover, al! things cHe that 
have any strength are mortal, and short li\ed, 
but truth is a thing that is immortal, and eternal. 
It affords us not indeed such a beauty as will 
wither away by time, nor such riches as may be 
taken away by fortune, but righteous rules and 

unlikely, that the whole wasn contrivance of kin*; Da* 
rius’sown, in order to lie decently a*ul inoffensively put 
in mind hy Zoro’'ate! of fulfilling his old vow for u-c re, 
building of Jerusalem and tl.e temple, and (i.e resrora-* 
lion of I lie worship oft e One True 13 od there. >or doc* 
the full mcanimr of Zorobabel, w it n he cries out, 1 Esd. 
iv. -10, “Blessed he life God of iruth;” and here, "God is 
!rue and righteous,” or even of id I the people, l Esd.iv. 
•11, “Great is truth, and mighty above all things,”seem 
to be much different from this, ‘ There is but One Tru* 
God,” tl e God of Israel. To which doctrine, such aa 
Cyrus and Darius, &c. the Jews’great natrons, seem 
not to have been very averse, though ihe enure idola¬ 
try of their kiugdoms made them generally conceal it, 

u 
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laws. It distinguishes them from injustice, and 
puts what is unrighteous to rebuke.” 

7. So when Zorobaoel had left oil his discourse 
about truth, and the multitude had cried out 
aloud that he had spoken the most wisely, and 
that it was truth alone that had immutable 
strength, and such as never would wax old, the 
Ling commanded, that he should ask for some¬ 
what over and above what he had promised, for 
that he would give it him because of his wisdom, 
and that prudence wherein he excelled the rest; 
and thou shalt sit with me, said the king, and 
jihalt be called my cousin. When he had said 
this, Zorobabel put him in mind of the vow he 
had made, in case he should ever have the king¬ 
dom. Now this vow was, “ To rebuild Jerusa¬ 
lem, and to build therein the temple of God; as 
also to restore the vessels which Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar had pillaged, and carried to Babylon.” And 
this, said he, is that request which thou now per- 
mittest me to make, on account that I have been 
judged to be wise and understanding. 

8. So the king was pleased with what he had 
said, and arose and kissed him; and wrote to the 
toparchs and governors, and enjoined them to 
conduct Zorobabel, and those that were going 
with him to build the temple. He also sent let¬ 
ters to those rulers that were in Syria and Phoe¬ 
nicia, to cut down ami carry cedar-trees from Le¬ 
banon to Jerusalem, and to assist him in building 
the city. He also wrote to them, that all the cap¬ 
tives who should go to Judea should be free; 
and he prohibited his deputies and governors to 
lay anv King’s taxes upon the Jews; he also per¬ 
mitted that they should have all that land which 
they could possess themselves of without tri¬ 
butes. He also enjoined the Idumeans, and Sa¬ 
maritans, and the inhabitants of Coelosyria, to re¬ 
store those villages which they had taken from 
the Jews: and that, besides all this, fifty talents 
should be given them for the building of the tem¬ 
ple. lie also permitted them to oner their ap¬ 
pointed sacrifices, and that whatsoever the high 
priest and the priests wanted, and those sacred 
garments wherein they used to worship God, 
should be made at his own charges; and that the 
musical instruments which the Leviles used in 
singing hymns to God should be given them. 
Moreover, he charged them that portions of 
land should be given to those that guarded the 
city and the temple, as also a determinate sum 
of money every year for their maintenance: and 
withal he sent the vessels. And all that Cyrus 
intended to dobefore him, relating to the restora¬ 
tion of Jerusalem, Darius also ordained should 
be done accordingly. 

9. Now when Zorobabel had obtained these 
grants from the king, he went out of the palace, 
and, looking up to heaven, he began to return 
thanks to God for the wisdom he had given him, 
and the victory he had gained thereby, even in 
the presence of Darius himself; for said he, “I 
had not been thought worthy of these advantages, 
O Lord, unless thon hadst been favorable to 
me.” When therefore he had returned these 
thanks to God for the present circumstances he 
was in, and had prayed to him to afford him the 
like favor for the time to come, he came to 
Babylon, and brought the good news to his coun¬ 
trymen, of what grants he had procured for 
them from the king; who, when they heard the 
same, gave thanks also to God that he restored 

* This strange rending In Josephus's present copies, 
•f 4,000,OM instend of 10,000, is one of Mm erossest er- 
rorsthal is in them, and ought to he corrected from Ez¬ 
ra ii.64; 1 End. v. 40, and Nell. vii.GO, who all agree the 
general sum was hut about 42,"GO. It is also very plain, 
tint Josephus thought, that when Esdrns afterward 
brought up nnotlier rompany nut of Babylon and Per¬ 
sia, in the days nf Xerxes, they were also, as well as 
these, out of the two tribes, and out of them only, and 
w ere in all no more than a eeed t and a remnant, while 
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the land of their forefathers to them again. So 
they betook themselves to drinking and eating, 
and for seven days they continued feasting, and 
kept a festival for the rebuilding aod restoration 
of their country. After this they chose them¬ 
selves rulers, who should go up to Jerusalem, 
out of the tribes of their forefathers, with their 
wives, and children, and cattle, w T bo travelled to 
Jerusalem with joy and pleasure, under the con¬ 
duct of those whom Darius sent along with 
them, and making a noise with songs, and pipes, 
and cymbals. The rest of the Jewish multitude 
also besides accompanied them with rejoicing. 

10. And thus did these men go, a certain and 
determinate number out of ci ery family, though 
I no not think it proper to recite particularly the 
names of those families, that J may not take olT 
the mind of my readers from the connexion of 
the historical facts, and make it hard for them to 
follow the coherence of my narration; but the 
sum of those that went up above the age of 
twelve years, of the tribes of Judah and Benja¬ 
min, was four hundred sixty-two myriads and 
eight thousand;* the Leviles were seventy-four: 
the number of the women and children mixed to¬ 
gether was forty thousand seven hundred and 
lorty-two; aod besides these, there were singer* 
of the Levites one hundred and twenty-eight, 
and porters one hundred and ten; and of the 
sacred ministers three hundred and ninety two: 
there were also others besides these, who said 
they were Israelites, but were not able to 
show their genealogies, six hundred and sixty- 
two: some there were also who were expelled 
out of the number and honor of the priests, a* 
having married w’ives whose genealogies they 
could not produce, nor were they found in the 
genealogies of the Levites and priests: they were 
about five hundred and twenty live; the multitude 
also of servants that followed those that went 
up to Jerusalem, were seven thousand three hun¬ 
dred and thirty seven; the singing men and sing¬ 
ing women were two hundred and forty-five; 
the camels were four hundred and thirty-five; 
the beasts used to the yoke were five thousand 
five hundred and twenty-five; and the govern¬ 
ors of all this multitude thu3 numbered were Zo¬ 
robabel, the son of Salathiel, of the posterity of 
David, and of the tribe of Judah, and Jesfiua, 
the son of Josedek the high priest; and beside* 
these there w ere Mordeeai and Screbeus, who 
were distinguished from the multitude, and w-ere 
rulers, who also contributed a hundred pound of 
gold, and five thousand of silver. By this means, 
therefore, the priests and the Levites and a cer¬ 
tain part of the entire people of the Jews that 
were in Babylon, came and dwelt in Jerusalem 
but the rest of the multitude returned every one 
to their own countries. 

CHAT. IV. 

How the Temple was built , while the Cutheans 

endeavored in vain to obstruct the IVork. 

$ 1. Now in the seventh month, after they 
were departed out of Babylon, both Jeshua the 
high priest, and Zorobabel the governor, sent 
messengers every way round about, and gather¬ 
ed those that were in the country together to Je¬ 
rusalem universally, who came very gladly thi¬ 
ther. He then built the altar on the same place 
it had formerly been built, that they might offer 

an immense number o(the ten tribes never retnrned, but 
as he believed, continued then beyond Euphrates, rli. r„ 
seel. 2, H. Of which mull itude of Jews beyond Euphra¬ 
tes be speaks frequently elsew here, though by the way, 
he never takes them to be idolaters, but looks on them 
still ns observers of the laws of Moses. The certain 
part of the people Hint now came up from Babylon, at 
the end of this chapter, imply the same smaller number 
of Jews Hint now came tip, and will noway agree with 
the 4 , 000 , 000 . 
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the appointed sacrifices upon it to God, according 
to the laws of Moses. But while they did this, 
they did not please the neighboring nations, 
who all of them bare an ill-will to them. They 
also celebrated the feast of Tabernacles at that 
time, as the legislator had ordained concerning 
it, and after that they offered sacrifices, and what 
were called the daily sacrifices, and the oblations 
proper for the Sabbaths, and for all the holy fes¬ 
tivals. Those also that had made vows perform¬ 
ed them, and offered their sacrifices, from the 
first day of the seventh month. They also be¬ 
gan to build the temple, and gave a great deal 
of money to the masons and to the carpenters, 
and what was necessary for the maintenance of 
the workmen. The Sidonians also were very 
willing and ready to bring the cedar-trees from 
Libanus, to bind them together, and to make a 
united float of them, and to bring them to the 
port of Joppa, for that was what Cyrus had com¬ 
manded them at first, and what was now done at 
the command of Darius. 

2. In the second year of their coming to Jeru¬ 
salem, as the Jews were there in the second 
month, the building of the temple went on apace; 
and when they had laid its foundations on the 
first day of the second month of that second year, 
they set as overseers of the work, such Levites 
as were full twenty years old; and Jeshua, and 
his sons and brethren, and Cadmiel the brother 
of Judas, the son of Aminadab, with his sons; 
and the temple, by the great diligence of those 
that had the care of it, was finished sooner than 
any one would have expected. And when the 
temple was finished, the priests, adorned with 
their accustomed garments, stood with their 
trumpets, while the Levites, and the sons of 
Asapn, stood and sung hymns to God, according 
as David first of all appointed them to bless God. 
Now the priests and Levites, and the elder part 
of the families, recollecting with themselves now 
much greater and more sumptuous the old tem¬ 
ple had been, seeing that now made, how much 
inferior it was, on account of their poverty, to 
that which had been built of old, considered with 
themselves how much their happy state was 
sunk below what it had been of old, as well as 
their temple. Hereupon they were disconsolate 
and not able to contain their grief, and proceeded 
so far as to lament and shed tears on those ac¬ 
counts; but the people in general were contented 
with their present condition, and because they 
were allowed to build them a temple, they de¬ 
sired no more, and neither regarded nor remem¬ 
bered, nor indeed at all tormented themselves 
with the comparison of that and the former teni- 

E le, as if this were below their expectations; 

ut the wailing of the old men and of the priests, 
on account of the deficiency of this temple, in 
their opinion, if compared with that which had 
been demolished, overcame the sounds of the 
trumpets and the rejoicings of the people. 

3. But when the Samaritans, who were still 
enemies to the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
heard the sound of the trumpets, they came run¬ 
ning together, and desired to know what was the 
occasion of this tumult? and when they per¬ 
ceived that it was from the Jews, who had been 
carried captive to Babylon, and were rebuilding 
their temple, they came to Zorohabel, and to Jo¬ 
shua. and to the heads of the families, and desired 
that they would give them leave to build the 
temple with them, and to be partners with them 
in building it; for they said, “We worship your 
God, and especially pray to him, and are desirous 
of your religious settlement, and this ever since 
Shalmanezer, the king of Assyria, transplanted 
us out of Cuthali and Media, to this place."— 
When they said thus, Zorobabel and Jeshua the 
high priest, and the heads of the families of the 
Israelites, replied to them, that “ it was impossi- 
ole for them to permit them to be their partners, 


while they [only] had been appointed to build 
that temple at first by Cyrus, and now by Darius, 
although it was indeed lawful for them to come 
and worship there if they pleased, and that they 
could allow them nothing, but that in common 
with them, which was common to them with all 
other men, to come to their temple, and worship 
God there." 

4. When the Cuthean9 heard this, for the Sa¬ 
maritans have that appellation, they had indig¬ 
nation at it, and persuaded the nations of Syria 
to desire of the governors in the same manner 
as they had done formerly in the days of Cyrus, 
and again in the days of Cambyses afterward, to 
put a stop to the building of the temple, and to 
endeavor to delay and protract the Jew9 in their 
zeal about it. Now at this time Sisinnes, the 
governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and Sathrabn- 
z.anes, with certain others, came up to Jerusalem, 
and asked the rulers of the Jews, “ By whose 
grant it was that they built the temple in this 
manner, since it w as more like to a citadel than a 
temple? and for what reason it was that they 
built cloisters and walls, and those strong ones 
too, about the city?" To which Zorobabel and 
Jeshua the high priest replied, “ that they were 
the servants of God Almighty: that this temple 
was built for him by a king of theirs that lived 
in great prosperity, and one that exceeded all 
men in virtue, and that it continued a long time, 
but that because of their fathers’ impiety toward 
God, Nebuchadnezzar, the king ot the Babylo¬ 
nians, and of the Chaldeans, took their city by 
force, and destroyed it, and pillaged the temple, 
and burnt it down, and transplanted the people 
whom he had made captives, and removed them 
to Babylon: that Cyrus, who after him was king 
of Babylonia and Persia, wrote to them to build 
the temple, and committed the gifts and vessels, 
and whatsoever Nebuchadnezzar had carried out 
of it, to Zorobabel and Mithridates the treasurer; 
and gave order to have them carried to Jerusa¬ 
lem, and to hav« them restored to their own tem- 

le when it was built; for he had sent to them to 

ave it done speedily, and commanded Sanabas- 
sar to go up to Jerusalem, and to take care of the 
building of the temple; who, upon receiving that 
epistle from Cyrus, came, and immediately laid 
its foundations: and although it hath been in 
building from that time to this, it hath not yet 
been finished, by reason of the malignity of our 
enemies. If therefore you have a mind, and think 
it proper, write this account to Darius, that when 
he hath consulted the records of the kings, he 
may find that we have told you nothing that is 
false about this matter.” 

5. When Zorobabel and the high priest had 
made this answer, Sisinnes, and those that were 
with him, did not resolve to hinder the building, 
until they had informed king Darius of all this. 
So they immediately wrote to him about these 
affairs; but as the Jews were now under terror, 
and afraid lest the king should change his reso¬ 
lutions as to the building of Jerusalem and of the 
temple, there were two prophets at that time 
among them, Haggai and Zechariah, who en¬ 
couraged them, and bade them be of good cheer, 
and to suspect no discouragement from the Per¬ 
sians, for that God foretold this to them. So, 
in dependence oil those prophets, thev applied 
themselves earnestly to building, and aid not in¬ 
termit one day. 

6. Now Darius, when the Samaritans had writ 
ten to him, and in their epistle had accused the 
Jews, how thev fortified the city, and built the 
temple more like to a citadel than a temple; and 
said, that their doings were not expedient for the 
king’s affairs; and besides, they showed the epis¬ 
tle of Cambyses, wherein lie forbade them to 
build the temple; and when Darius thereby un¬ 
derstood that the restoration of Jerusalem wa» 
not expedient for his affairs, and when he had 
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read the epistle that was brought him from Si¬ 
sinnes, and those that were with him, he gave, 
order that what concerned these matteis should 
oe sought for among the royal records. Where¬ 
upon a book was found at Ecbataoa, in the tower 
that was in Media,wherein was written as follows: 
"Cyrus the king, iu the first year of his reign, 
commanded that the temple should be built in 
Jerusalem ; and the altar: in height threescore cu¬ 
bits, and its breadth of the same, with three edi¬ 
fices of polished stone, and one edifice of stone of 
their own country; and he ordained that the ex¬ 
penses of it should be paid out of the king’s reve¬ 
nue. He also commanded that the vessels which 
Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged [out of the temple,] 
and had enrried to Babylon, should be restored 
to the people of Jerusalem, and that the care of 
these things should belong to Senabassar, the go¬ 
vernor and president of Syria and Phoenicia, and 
to his associates, that they might not meddle with 
that place, but mav permit the servants of God, 
the Jews and their rulers, to build the temple. 
He also ordained that they should assist them in 
the work; and that they should pay to the Jews, 
out of the tribute of the country where they were 
governors, on account of the sacrifices, bulls and 
rams, and lambs, and kids of the goats, and fine 
flour, and oil, and wine,and all other things that 
the priests should suggest to them; and that they 
should pray for the preservation of the king, and 
of the Persians, and that for such as transgressed 
any of these orders thus sent to them, he com¬ 
manded that they should be caught and hung 
upon a cross, and their substance confiscated to 
the king’s use. He also prayed to God against 
them, that if any one attempted to hinder the 
building of the temple, God would strike him 
dead, and thereby restrain his wickedness.” 

7. When Darius had found this book among 
the records of Cyrus, he wrote an answer to 
Sisinnes and his associates, whose contents w-ere 
these: “King Darius to Sisinnes the governor, 
and to Salhrabazanes, sendeth greeting: having 
found a copy of this epistle among the records 
of Cyrus, I have sent it you; and I will that all 
things be done as is therein written. Fare ye 
well.” So when Sisinnes, and those that were 
with him, understood the intention of the king, 
they resolved to follow his directions entirely 
for the time to come. So they forwarded the 
sacred works, and assisted the elders of the 
Jews, and the princes of the sanhedrim, and the 
structure of the temple was with great diligence 
brought to a conclusion, by the prophecies of 
Haggai and Zechariah, according to God’s com¬ 
mands, and by the injunctions ot Cyrus and Da¬ 
rius, the kings. Now the temple was built in 
seven years’time: and in the ninth year of the 
reign of Darius, on the twenty-third day of the 
twelfth month, which is by us called Adar, but 
by the Macedonians Dystrus, the priests and Le- 
vltes, and the other multitude of the Israelites, 
offered sacrifices, as the renovation of their 
former prosperity after their captivity, and be¬ 
cause they nad now the temple rebuilt, a hun¬ 
dred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred 
lambs, and twelve kids of the goats, according 
to the number of their tribes, (for so many are 
the tribes of the Israelites,) and this last for the 
sins of every tribe. The priests also and the 
Levites set the porters at every gate, according 
to the laws of Moses. The Jews also built the 
cloisters of the inner temple, that were round 
about the temple itself. 

8. And as the feast of unleavened bread was 
at hand, in the first month, which, according to 
the Macedonians, is called Xnnthicus, but ac¬ 
cording to us, Nisan, all the people ran together 
out of the villages to the city, and celebrated the 
festivals, having purified themselves, with their 
wives and children, according to the lai- of tbeir 
country: and they offered the sacrifice which 


was called the Passover, on the fourteenth day 
of the same month, and feasted seven days, and 
spared for no cost, but offered whole burnt-offer- 
ings to God, and performed sacrifices of thanks- 

f giving, because God had led them again to the 
and of their fathers, and to the laws thereto be¬ 
longing, and had rendered the mind of the king 
of Persia favorable to them. So these meD of¬ 
fered the largest sacrifices on these accounts, 
and used great magnificence in the worship of 
God, and dwelt in Jerusalem, aad made use of a 
form of government that was aristocratical, but 
mixed with an oligarchy, for the high priests 
were at the head of their affairs, until the pos¬ 
terity of the Asamoneans set up kingly govern¬ 
ment; for before their captivity, and the disso¬ 
lution of their polity, they at first had kingly 
government from Saul and David, for five hun¬ 
dred and thirty-two years, six months, and ten 
days; but before those kings, such rulers go¬ 
verned them as were calle*. Judges and Mo¬ 
narch?. Under this form of government they 
continued for more than five hundred years, 
after the death of Moses, and of Joshua, their 
commander. And this is the account I had to 
give of the Jews who had been carried into cap¬ 
tivity, but were delivered from it ia the times of 
Cyrus and Darius. 

9. But the Samaritans,* being evil and envi¬ 
ously disposed to the Jews, wrought them many 
mischiefs, by reliance on their riches, and by 
their pretence that they were allied to the Per¬ 
sians, on account that thence they came; and 
whatsoever it was that they were enjoined to 
pay the Jews by the king’s order out of their tri¬ 
butes, for the sacrifices, they would not pay it. 
They had also the governors favorable to them 
and assisting them for that purpose; nor did 
they spare to hurt them, either by themselves, 
or by others, as far as they were able. So the 
Jews determined to send an embassage to king 
Darius, in favor of the people of Jerusalem, and 
in order to accuse the Samaritans. The am¬ 
bassadors were Zorobabel, and four others of 
the rulers: and as soon as the king knew from 
the ambassadors the accusations and complaints 
they brought against the Samaritans, he gave 
them an epistle to be carried to the governors 
and council of Samaria. The contents of w'hich 
epistle u'ere these: “ Kiag Darius to Tanganas 
and Satnbabas, the governors of the Samaritans, 
to Sadraces and Bobelo, and the rest of their fel¬ 
low-servants that are in Samaria; Zorobabel, An¬ 
anias, and Mordecai, ambassadors of the Jews, 
complain of you, that you obstruct them in the 
building of the temple, and do not supply them 
with the expenses which I commanded you to 
do for the offering their sacrifices. My will, 
therefore, is, that upon the reading of this epis¬ 
tle, you supply them w ith whatsoever they want 
for their sacrifices, and that out of the royal trea¬ 
sury, of the tributes of Samaria, as the priests 
shall desire, that they may not leave off offering 
their daily sacrifices, nor prayiag to God for me 
and the Persians.” And these were the content# 
of that epistle. 

CHAP. V. 

How Xerxes, the Son of Darius, was well dis¬ 
posed to the Jews; as also concerning Esdras 
and A r ehem\ah. 

5 1. Upon the death of Darius, Xerxes his son 
took the kingdom, w'ho, ns he inherited his fa¬ 
ther’s kingdom, so did he inherit his piety to¬ 
wards Goo, nnd honor of him; for he did all 
things suitably to his father relating to divine 
worship, and he was exceedingly friendly to the 
Jews. Now' about this time, a son of Jeshua, 
whose name was Joacim, was the high priest. 
Moreover, there was now in Babylon a righteous 
*Tbe history contained in this section is entirely want¬ 
ing in all ourolber copies, both of Ezra and Esdrao. 
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man, and one that enjoyed a great reputation 
among the multitude; he was the principal priest 
of the people, and his name was Esdras. He 
was very skilful in the law of Moses, and was 
well acquainted with king Xerxes. He had de¬ 
termined to go up to Jerusalem, and to take with 
him some of those Jews that were in Babylon, 
and he desired that the king would give him an 
epistle to the governors of Syria, by which they 
might know who he was. Accordingly, the king 
wrote the following epistle to those governors: 
“Xerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, and 
reader of the divine law, greeting: I think it 
agreeable to that love which I bear to mankind, 
to permit those of the Jewish nation that are so 
disposed, as well as those of the priests and Le- 
vites that are in our kingdom, to go together to 
Jerusalem. Accordingly, J have given command 
for that purpose; and let every one that hath a 
mind, go, according as it hath seemed good to 
me, and to my seven counsellors, and this in order 
to their review of the affairs of Judea, to see whe¬ 
ther they be agreeable to the law of God. Let them 
also take with them those presents which I and 
my friends have vowed, with all that silver and 
gold that is found in the country of the Babylo¬ 
nians, as dedicated to God, and let all this be 
carried to Jerusalem, to God for sacrifices. Let 
it also be lawful for thee and thy brethren to 
make as many vessels of silver and gold as thou 
pleasest. Thou shalt also dedicate those holy 
vessels which have been given thee, and as many 
more as thou hast a mind to make, and shaft 
take the expenses out of the king’s treasury. I 
have moreover written to the treasurers of Syria 
and Phoenicia, that they take care of those af¬ 
fairs that Esdras the priest, and reader of the 
laws of God, is sent about. And that God may’ 
not be at all angry with me, or with my children, 

I grant all that is necessary for sacrifices to God, 
according to the law, as far as a hundred cori of 
wheat. And I enjoin you not to lay any trea¬ 
cherous imposition, or any tributes, upon their 
priests or Levites, or sacred singers, or porters, 
or sacred servants, or scribes of the temple. 
And do thou, O Esdras, appoint judges according 
to the wisdom [given thee] of God, and those 
such as understand the law, that they may judge 
in all Syria and Phmnicia; and do thou instruct 
those also who are ignorant of it, that if any one 
of thy countrymen transgress the law of God, or 
that of the king, he may be punished, as not 
transgressing it out of ignorance, but as one that 
knuws it indeed, but boldly despises and con¬ 
temns it; and such may be punished by death, or 
by paying fines. Farewell.” 

2. When Esdras had received this epistle, he 
was very joyful, and began to worship God, and 
confessed that he had been the cause of the king’s 
reat favor to him, and that for the same reason 
e gave all the thanks to God. So he read the 
epistle at Babylon to those Jews that were there, 
but he kept the epistle itself, and sent a copy of 
it to all those of his own nation that were in Me¬ 
dia. And when these Jews had understood what 
piety the king had towards God, and what kind¬ 
ness he had for Esdras, they were all greatly 
pleased; nay, many of them took their effects 
with them, and came to Babylon, as very desirous 
of going down to Jerusalem, but then the entire 
body of the people of Israel remained in that 
country, wherefore there are but two tribes in 
Asia and Europe subject to the Romans, while 
the ten tribes are beyond Euphrates till now, 
and are an immense multitude, and not to be es¬ 
timated by numbers. Now there came a great 
number of priests and Levites, and porters, and 
sacred singers, and sacred servants, to Esdras. 
So he gathered those that were in the captivity 
together beyond Euphrates, and stayed there 
*Dr. Hudson takes notice here, that this kind of brass 
or copper or rather mixture of gold and brass or copper, l 
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three days, and ordained a fast for them, that 
they might make prayers to God for their pre¬ 
servation, that they might suffer no misfortunes 
by the way, either from their enemies, or from 
any other ill accident; for Esdras had said be¬ 
forehand, that he had told the king how God 
would preserve them, and so he had not thought 
fit to request that he would send horsemen to 
conduct them. So when they had finished their 
prayers, they removed from Euphrates on the 
twelfth day of the first mouth of the seventh 
year of the reign of Xerxes, and they came to 
Jerusalem on the fifth month of the same yekr. 
Now Esdras presented the sacred money to the 
treasurers who were of the family of the priests, 
of silver six hundred and fifty talents, vessels of 
silver one hundred talents, vessels of gold twen¬ 
ty talents, vessels of brass, that were more pre¬ 
cious than gold,* twelve talents by weight, for 
these presents had been made by the king and 
his counsellors, and by all the Israelites that 
stayed at Babylon. So when Esdras had deliver¬ 
ed these things to the priests, he gave to God, as 
the appointed sacrifices of whole burnt-offerings, 
twelve bulls on account of the common preser¬ 
vation of the people, ninety rams, and seventy 
two lambs, twelve kids of the goats, for the re 
mission of sins. He also delivered the king’s 
epistle to the king’s officers, and to the gover¬ 
nors of Coelosyria and Phoenicia; and as they 
were under a necessity of doing what was enjoin¬ 
ed by him, they honored our nation, and were 
assistant to them in all their necessities. 

3. Now these things were truly done under the 
conduct of Esdras, and he succeeded in them, 
because God esteemed him worthy of the success 
of his conduct, on account of his goodness and 
righteousness. But some time afterward there 
came some persons to him, and brought an accu¬ 
sation against certain of the multitude, and of 
the priests and Levites, who had transgressed 
their settlement, and dissolved the laws of their 
country, by marrying strange wives, and had 
brought the family of the priests into confusion. 
These persons desired him to support the laws, 
lest God should take up a general anger against 
them all, and reduce them to a calamitous condi¬ 
tion again. Hereupon he rent his garment im¬ 
mediately out of grief, and pulled off the hair of 
his head and beard, and cast himself upon the 
ground, because this crime had reached tne prin¬ 
cipal men among the people, and considering 
that if he should enjoin them to cast out their 
wives, and the children they had by them, he 
should not be hearkened to, he continued lying 
upon the ground. However, all the better sort 
came running to him, who also themselves wept 
and partook of the grief he was under for what had 
been done. So Esdras rose up from the ground, 
and stretched out his hands towards heaven, and 
said, that “ He was ashamed to look towards it, 
because of the sins which the people had com¬ 
mitted, while they had cast out of their memo¬ 
ries what their fathers had undergone on account 
of their wickedness: and he besought God, who 
had saved a seed and a remnant out of the cala¬ 
mity and captivity tliev had been in, and had re¬ 
stored them again to Jerusalem and to their own 
land, and had obliged the kings of Persia to have 
compassion on them, that he would also forgive 
them their sins they had now committed, which 
though they deserved death, yet it was agreeable 
to the mercy of God to remit even to these the 
punishment due to them.” 

4. After Esdras had said this, he left off pray¬ 
ing; and when all those that came to him with 
their wives and children were under lamentation, 
one whuse name was Jechonias, a principal man 
in Jerusalem, came to him, and said, that they 
had sinned in marrying strange wives, and he 

was called aurtchaicum, and that this was of old esteem¬ 
ed the most precious of all metals. 
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persuaded him to adjure them all to cast those 
wives out, and the children born of them, and 
that those should be punished who would not 
obey this law. So Esaras hearkened to this ad¬ 
vice, and made the heads of the priests, and of 
the Levites, and of the Israelites, swear that 
they would put away those, wives and children, 
according to the advice of Jcchonias. And when 
he had received their oaths, he went in haste out 
of the temple into the chamber of Johanan, the 
son of Eliasib, and as he had hitherto tasted 
nothing at all for grief, so he abode there that 
Hay. AnJ when proclamation was made, that 
all those of the captivity should gather them¬ 
selves together to Jerusalem, and those that did 
not meet there in two or three days should be 
banished from the multitude, and that their sub¬ 
stance should be appropriated to the uses of the 
temple, according to the sentence of the elders, 
those that were of the tribes of Judah and Ben¬ 
jamin came together in three days, viz: on the 
twentieth day of the ninth month, which, accord¬ 
ing to the Hebrews, is called Tebetb, and ac¬ 
cording to the Macedonians, Apelleus. Noiv, as 
they were sitting in the upper room of the tem¬ 
ple, where the elders also were present, but were 
uneasy because of the cold,Esdras stood up, and 
accused them, and told them that they had sinned 
in marrying wives that w’ere not of their own na¬ 
tion; but that now they would do a thing both 
pleasing to God, and advantageous to them¬ 
selves, if they would put those w T ives away. Ac¬ 
cordingly they' all cried out,that they would do so. 
That, however, the multitude, was great, and that 
the season of the year \va9 winter, and that this 
work would require more than one or two days. 
“Let their rulers, therefore, [said they,] and 
those that have married strange wives, come 
hither at a proper time, while the elders of every 
place, that are in common to estimate the 
number of those that have thus married, are to 
be there also.” Accordingly, this was resolved 
on by them, and they began the inquiry after 
those that had married strange wives on the first 
day of the tenth month, and continued the in¬ 
quiry to the first day of the next month, and 
tound a great many of the posterity of Jeshua 
the high priest, and of the priests, and Levites, 
and Israelites, who had a greater regard to the 
observation of the law than to their natural af¬ 
fection, and immediately cast out their wives, 
and the childreu w hich were born of them.* ** And 
in order to appease God, they offered sacrifices, 
and slew rams, as oblations to him; but it does not 
seem to me to be necessary to set down the names 
of these men. .So when Esdras had reformed 
this sin about the marriages of the forementioned 
persons, he reduced that practice to purity, so 
that it continued in that state for the time to come. 

5. Now when they kept the feast of taberna¬ 
cles in the seventh month,f and also all the 
people were conic together to it, they went up to 
the open part of the temple, to the gate which 
looked eastward, and desired of Esdras that the 
laws of Moses might be read to them. Accord¬ 
ingly, he stood iu the midst of the multitude and 
read them; and this he did from morning to 
noon. Now, by hearing the laws read to them 

* This procedure of Esdras, and of the best part of the 
Jewish nation, after their return from tlie Rahylonish 
captivity, of reducing tlie Jewish rnnrringes, once for 
all, to the strictness of the law of Moses, without any 
regard to the greatness of those who had broken it, and 
without regard to that natural affection or compassion 
for their heathen wives and their children by them, which 
made It so hard for Esdras to correct it, deserves great¬ 
ly to be observed and imilnted in ail sttempis for refor¬ 
mation among Christians, the contrary conduct having 
ever been the bane of true religion, both among Jews 
Christ Jans,\vhlle political views, or human passions, 

**r prudential motives, are suffered lotake place instead 
oftbe divine laws, and so the blessing of Cod is forfeit¬ 
ed, and the church still suffered to continue corrupt 
from one generation to another. See chap. viii. sect. 2. 


they w r ere instructed to be righteous men for the 
present and for the future; but as for their past 
offences, they were displeased at themselves, 
and proceeded to shed tears on their account, as 
considering with themselves, that if they had 
kept the law, they had endured none 01 those 
miseries which they had experienced. But when 
Esdras saw them in that disposition, he bade 
them go home and not weep, for that it was a 
festival, and that they ought not to weep thereon, 
for that it was not lawful so to do.J He exhorted 
them rather to proceed immediately to feasting, 
and to do what was suitable to a feast,and what 
tvas agreeable to a day of joy, but to let their re¬ 
pentance and sorrow for their former sins be a 
security and a guard to them, that they fall no 
more into the like offences. So upon Esdras’a 
exhortation they began to fea9t, ana when they 
had so done for eight days, in their tabernacles, 
they departed to their own homes, singing hymns 
to God, and returning thanks to Esdras, for his 
reformation of what corruptions had been intro¬ 
duced into their settlement. So it came to pass, 
that after he had obtained this reputation among 
the people, he died an old man, and was buried 
in a magnificent manner at Jerusalem. About 
the same time it happened also, that Joacim 
the high priest died; and his son Eliasib suc¬ 
ceeded in the high priesthood. 

6. Now there was one of those Jews that had 
been carried captive, who was cup-bearer to king 
Xerxes; his name was Nehemiah. As this man 
was walking before Susa, the metropolis of the 
Persians, he heard some strangers that were en¬ 
tering the city after a long journey, speaking to 
one another in the Hebrew tongue; so he went to 
them and asked them whence they came? And 
when their answer was, that they came from 
Judea, he began to inquire of them again in what 
state the multitude was? and in what condition 
Jerusalem was? and when they replied, that 
they were in a bad state,|| for that their walls 
were thrown down to the ground, and that the 
neighboring nations did n great deal of mischief 
to the Jews, while in the. daytime they overran 
the countrv, and pillaged it, and in the night did 
them mischief, insomuch that not a few were led 
away captive out of the country, and out of Je¬ 
rusalem itself, and that the roads were in the 
daytime found full of dead men. Hereupon Ne- 
hemiah shed tears, out of commiseration for the 
calamities of his countrymen; and looking up to 
heaven, lie said, “Ilow’long, O Lord, wilt thou 
overlook our nation, while it suffers so great 
miseries, and while we are made the prey and 
spoil of all men?” And while he stayed at the 
gale and lamented thus, one told him that the 
king was going to sit down to supper; so he 
made haste, and went as he w as, without washing 
Inmsclf, to minister to the king in his office of 
cup-bearer: but as the king was very pleasant 
after supper, and more cheerful than usual, he 
cast his eyes ou Nehemiah, and seeing him look 
sad, he asked him why he was sad? Whereupon 
he prayed to God to give him favor, and aflord 
him the power of persuading by his words, and 
said, “ Ilow can I, O king, appear otherwise than 
thus, and not be in trouble, while I hear that the 

tThis Jewish feast of tabernacles was imitated in 
several heathen solemnities, as Spanheim here ob¬ 
serves and proves. lie also further observes presently, 
what great regard many heathens had to the monu¬ 
ments of their forefathers, as Nehemiah had here, sect. 
G. 

J This rule of Esdras, not to fast on a festival dnr. 
Is quoted in the Apostolical Constitutions, b. v. as ob¬ 
taining among Christians also. 

[[ This miserable condition of the Jews, and their capi¬ 
tal, must have been after the death of Esdrns, their for¬ 
mer governor, and before Nehemiah came with hia 
commission to build the walls of Jerusalem Nor is 
that at all disagTeeahle to these histories in Josephus, 
since Esdras came on the 7th, and Nehemiah not till 
the 25th of Xerxes, at the interval of 18 years. 
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walls of Jerusalem, the city where are the se¬ 
pulchres of my fathers, are thrown down to the 

round, and that its gates are consumed by fire; 

ut do thou grant me the favor to go and build 
its walls, and to finish the building of the temple.” 
Accordingly, the king gave him a signal, that he 
freely granted him what he asked; and told him 
that he should carry an epistle to the governors, 
that they might pay him due honor, and afford 
him whatsoever assistance he wanted, and as he 
pleased. *‘ Leave off thy sorrow then, (said the 
king) and be cheerful in the performance of thy 
office hereafter.” So JVehemiah worshipped 
God; and gave the king thanks for his promise, 
and cleared up his sad and cloudy countenance, 
by the pleasure he had from the king’s promises. 
Accordingly, the king called for him the next 
day, and gave him an epistle to be carried to 
Aueus, the governor of Syria, and Phoenicia, and 
Samaria; wherein he sent to him to pay due 
honor to JVehemiah, and to supply him with what 
he wanted for his building. 

7. IVow when he w r as come to Babylon and had 
taken with him many of his countrymen, who 
voluntarily followed him, he came to Jerusalem 
in the twenty and fifth year of the reign of 
Xerxes: and when he had shown the epistles to 
God,* he gave them to Adeus, and to the other 
governors. He also called together all the people 
to Jerusalem, and stood in the midst of the tem¬ 
ple, and made the following speech to them: 
•‘You know, O Jews, that God hath kept our 
fathers Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in mind 
continually, and for the sake of their righteous¬ 
ness hath not left off the care of you: indeed, he 
hath assisted me in gaining this authority of the 
king to raise up our wall, and finish what is 
wanting of the temple. I desire you, therefore, 
who well know the ill-will our neighboring na¬ 
tions bear to us; and that when once they are 
made sensible that we are in earnest about 
building, they will come upon us, and contrive 
many ways of obstructing our works, that you 
will, in the first place, put your trust in God, as 
in him that will assist us against their hatred, and 
to intermit building neither night nor day, but to 
use all diligence, and to hasten on the work; now 
we have this especial opportunity for it.” When 
he had said this, he gave order that the rulers 
should measure the wall, and part the w r ork of it 
among the people, according to their villages and 
cities, as every one’s abilities should require. 
And when he had added this promise, that he 
nimself, with his servants, would assist them, he 
dissolved the assembly. So the Jews prepar¬ 
ed for the work: that is the name they are 
called by from the day that they came up from 
Babylon, which is taken from the tribe of Judah, 
which came first to these places, and thence 
both they and the country gained that appel¬ 
lation. 

8. But now when the Ammonites, and Moab¬ 
ites, and Samaritans, and all that inhabited 
Cmlosyria, heard that the building went on 
apace, they took it heinously, and proceeded to 
lay snares for them, and to hinder their inten¬ 
tions. They also slew many of the Jews, and 
sought how they might destroy A T ehemiah him¬ 
self, by hiring some of the foreigners to kill him. 
They also put the Jews in fear, and disturbed 

•This showing king Xerxes’s epistles to God, or lay¬ 
ing them open before God, in the temple, is very like the 
laying open the epistles of Sennacherib before him al¬ 
so by Hezekiah, 2 Kings xix. 1-1; Isa. xxxvii. 14; nltho’ 
this last was for a memorial to put him in mind of the 
enemies, in orderto move the divine compassion, and 
the present as a token of gratitude for mercies already 
received, ns Havcrcamp well observes on this place. 

t It may not l>e very improper to remark here, with 
what an unusual accuracy Josephus determines these 

ears of Xerxes, in which the walls of Jerusalem were 

uilt, viz. that Nehemiah came with his commission in 
the2othof Xerxes, that the walls were two years four 
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them, and spread abroad rumors, as if many 
nations were ready to make an expedition 
against them, by which means they were ha¬ 
rassed, and had almost left off the building; but 
none of these things could deter JVehemiah from 
being diligent about the work; he only set a 
number of men about him as a guard to his 
body, and so unweariedly persevered therein, 
and was insensible of any trouble, out of his de¬ 
sire to perfect this work". And thus did he at¬ 
tentively and with great forecast take care of 
his own safety, not that he feared death, butout of 
this persuasion, that if he were dead, the walls 
for his citizens would never be raised. He also 
gave orders, that the builders should keep their 
ranks, and have their armor on w T hile they were 
building. Accordingly, the mason had his sword 
on, as well as he that brought the materials for 
building. He also appointed that their shields 
should lie very near them; and he placed trum¬ 
peters at every five hundred feet, and charged 
them, that if their enemies appeared, they should 
give notice of it to the people, that they might 
fight in their armor, and their enemies might 
not fall upon them naked. He also went about 
the compass of the city hy night, being never 
discouraged, neither about the work itself, nor 
about his ow n diet and sleep, for he made no use 
of those things for his pleasure, but out of ne¬ 
cessity. And this trouble he underwent for two 
years* and four months;f for in so long time 
was the wall built, in the twenty-eighth year of 
the reign of Xerxes, in the ninth month. JVow 
when the walls were finished, JVehemiah and the 
multitude offered sacrifices to God for the build¬ 
ing of them, and they continued in feasting eight 
days. However, when the nations which dwelt 
in Syria heard that the building of the wall was 
finished, they had indignation at it: but when JVe¬ 
hemiah saw that the city was thin of people, he 
exhorted the priests and the Levites, that they 
would leave the country, remove themselves to 
the city, and there continue; and he built them 
houses at his own expenses; and he commanded 
that part of the people which were employed in 
cultivating the land to bring the tithe of their 
fruits to Jerusalem, that the priests and Levites 
having whereof they migh . live perpetually, 
might not leave the divine worship; who willing¬ 
ly hearkened to the constitutions of JVehemiah, 
by which means the city of Jerusalem came to 
be fuller of people than it was before. So.when 
JVehemiah had done many other excellent things, 
and things worthy of commendation in a glori¬ 
ous manner, he came to a great age, and then 
died, lie was a man of a good and righteous 
disposition, and very ambitious to make his own 
nation happy: and he hath left the walls of Je¬ 
rusalem as an eternal monument for himself. 
JVovv this was done in the days of Xerxes. 

CHAP. \ I. 

Concerning Esther , and Jlordecai, and Homan, 

and how, in the Reign of Jirtaxerxcs, the whole 

A'ation of the Jews was in danger of perishing. 

$ 1. After the death of Xerxes, the kingdom 
came to be transferred to his soil Cyrus, whom 
the Greeks called Artaxerxrs. When this man 
had obtained the government over the Persians, 

months in bnildimr; and that they were finished in the 
28th of Xerxes, sect. 7, 8. It may also be remarked 
farther. Hint Josephus hardly ever mentions more 
than one infallible nstronomical character, I mean an 
eclipse of the moon, and this a little before the death 
of Herod the Great, Antiq. b. xvii.rh. vi.scct. 4. Sow 
on these two chronolosicnl chnracicrs in a creat mea¬ 
sure depend some of the most iinportnnt points belong¬ 
ing to Christianity, viz. the expliention of Daniel’s 70 
weeks, and the duration of our Saviour’s ministry, 
and tlie time of his drnth, in correspondence to those 
:0 weeks. See the Supplement to the Lit. Accomp of 
Proph. p.72. 
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the whole nation of the Jews,* with their wives 
and children were in danger of perishing: the 
occasion whereof we shall declare in a little 
time, for it is proper, in the first place, to explain 
somewhat relating to this king, and how he 
came to marrv a Jewish w ife, who was herself 
of the royal family also, and who is related to 
have 9aved our nation; for when Artaxerxes had 
taken the kingdom, and had set governors over 
the hundred and twenty and seven provinces, 
from India even unto Ethiopia, in the third year 
of his reign, he made a costly feast for his 
friends, and for the nations of Persia, and for 
their governors, such a one as was proper for 
a king to make, w r hen he had a mind to make a 
ublic demonstration of his riches, and this for a 
undred and fourscore days; after which he 
made a feast for other nations, and for their am¬ 
bassadors at Shushan, for seven days. Notv this 
feast was ordered after the manner following: 
he caused a teot to be pitched, which was sup¬ 
ported by pillars of gold and silver, w ith curtains 
of linen and purple spread over them, that it 
might afford room for many ten thousands to sit 
down. The cups with which the waiters minis¬ 
tered were of gold, and adorned with precious 
atones, for pleasure and for sight. He also gave 
order to the servants that they should not force 
them to drink, by bringing them wine continual¬ 
ly, as is the practice of the Persians, but to per¬ 
mit every one of the guests to enjoy himself ac¬ 
cording to his own inclination. Moreover, he 
sent messengers through the couutry, and gave 
order that they should have a remission of their 
labors, and should keep a festival many days, 
on account of his kingdom. In like manner did 
Vashti, the queen, gather her guests together, 
and made them a feast in the palace. Now the 
king was desirous to show her, who exceeded 
all other women in beauty, to those that feasted 
with him, and he sent some to command her to 
come to his feast. But she, out of regard to the 
Iaw9 of the Persians, which forbid the wives to 
be seen by strangers, did not go to the king;f 
and though he oftentimes sent the eunuchs to 
her, she did nevertheless stay away, and refused 
to come, till the king was so much"irritated, that 
he broke up the entertainment, and rose up, and 
called for those seven that had the interpretation 
of the laws committed to them, and accused his 
wife, and said, that he had been affronted h> her, 
because that when she was frequently calied by 
him to his feast, she. did not obey him once. He 
therefore gave order that they should inform 
him what could be done by the law against her. 
So one of them, whose name was Memucan, said, 
that “ this affront was offered not to him alone, 
but to nil the Persians, who were in danger of 
leading their lives very ill with their wives, if 
they must be thus despised by them; for that 

* Since some sceptical persons are willing to discard 
this hook of Esther as no true history; and even our 
learned and judicious Dr. Wall, in his late posthumous 
critical noica upon all the other Uehrew hooks of the 
Old Testament, gives us none upon the Canticles or 
upon Esther, and seems thereby to give up this hook, as 
well as he gives up the Canlidcs, as indefensible; I shall 
venture io say, that almost all the objections against 
this look of Esther are gone at once, if, ns we certainly 
ought to do, and ns Dean Pridemi x has justly done, we 

E lace this history under Artaxerxes Longiinanus, as do 
oth the Scpinaglnt interpreters and Josephus. The 
learned Dr, Lee, in his posthumous dissertation on the 
second hook of Esdras, page 2. 1 ), also says, that “the 
truth of this history is demonstrated hy the feast of 
Purim, kept up from that lime to this very day: and this 
surprising providential revolution in favor of a captive 
people, thereby constantly commemorated, standeth 
even n|>on a firmer basis than that there ever was such 
a man a9 king Alexander [the Creat] in the world,of 
whose reign there is no such abiding monument at this 
day to be found any where. Nor will they, I daresay, 
who quarrel at this, or any other of the sacred histo¬ 
ries, find it a very easy matter to reconcile the different 
accounts which w ere given by historians of the affairs 


none of their wives would have any reverence 
for their husbands, if they had such an example 
of arrogance in the queen towards thee, who 
rulest over all.” Accordingly, he exhorted him 
to punish her who had been guilty of so great 
an affront to him, after a severe manner; and 
when he had so done, to publish to the nations 
what had been decreed about the queen. So the 
resolution was, to put Vashti away, and to give 
her dignity to another woman. 

2. But the king having been fond of her, did 
not well bear a separation, and yet by the law 
he could not admit of a reconciliation, so he was 
under trouble, as not having it in his power to 
do what he desired to do. But when his friends 
saw him so uneasy, they advised him to cast the 
memory of his wife, and his love for her, out of 
his mind, but to send abroad over all the habita¬ 
ble earth, and to search out for comely virgins, 
and to take her whom he should like best lor a 
wife, because his passion for his former wife 
would be quenched by the introduction of an¬ 
other, and tne kindness he had to Vashti would 
be withdrawn from her, and be placed on her 
that was with hint. Accordingly, he was persua¬ 
ded to follow this advice, and gave orders to 
certain persons to choose out of the virgins that 
were in his kingdom those that were esteemed 
the most comely. So when a great number of 
these virgins were gathered together, there wa9 
found a damsel in Babylon, whose parents were 
hoth dead, and she was brought up with her 
uncle Mordecai, for that was her uncle's name 
This uncle was of the tribe of Benjamin, and 
w r as one of the principal persons among the 
Jews. Now it proved that this damsel, whose 
name was Esther, was the most beautiful of all 
the rest, and that the grace of her countenance 
drew the eyes of the spectators principally upon 
her: so she was committed to one of the eunuchs 
to take the care of her: and she was very ex¬ 
actly provided with sweet odors, in great plen¬ 
ty, ana with costly ointments, such as her body 
required to be anointed withal: and this was 
used for six months by the virgins, who were in 
number four hundred. And when the eunuch 
thought the virgins had been sufficiently puri¬ 
fied, m the forementioned time, and w r ere now fit 
to go to the king’s bed, he sent one to be with 
the king every day. So when he had accompa¬ 
nied with her, he sent her back to the eunuch- 
and when Esther had come to him, he was pleas 
ed with her, and fell in love with the damsel, and 
married her, and made her hi9 law-ful wife, and 
kept a wedding feast for her on the twelfth 
month of the seventh year of his reign, which 
was called Adar. lie also sent angan, as they 
are called, or messengers, unto every nation 
and gave orders that they should keep a feast for 
his marriage, while he himself treated the l J er- 

of this king, or to confirm any one fact of his whatever, 
with the some evidence which is here given for the prin¬ 
cipal fact in the sacred book, or even so much as to 
prove the existence of such a person, of whom so 
great things tire rcJntcd, hut upon granting this ’ ook of 
Esther, or sixth of Esdras (as it is placed in some of the 
most ancient copies of the vulgate.) to be a most true 
am) certain history,” tec. 

f Ff the Chaldee paraphrast be in the right, that Artax¬ 
erxes intended to show Vashti to his guests naked, it 
is no wonder nt all that she would not submit to such 
an indignity; hm still, if it wore not so gross as that,yet 
might it, in the king’s cups, he done in a way so inde¬ 
cent, as the Persian laws would not then I ear more 
than the common laws of modesty. And that the king 
had some such design seems not improbable, for other¬ 
wise the principal of these royal guests could be no 
strangers to the queen, nor nnapprized of her beauty, 
so far ns decency admitted. However, since Providence 
was now paving the way for the introduction of a 
Jewess into the king’s adertions, in order to bring about 
one of the most wonderful deliverances which the 
Jewish or any nation ever had, we need not he farther 
solicitous about the motives by which the king was In¬ 
duced to divorce Vashti, and marry Esther. 
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lians and the Medes, and the principal men of 
the nations, for a whole month, on account of 
this his marriage. Accordingly, Esther came to 
his royal palace, and he set a diadem on her 
head: and thus was Esther married, without 
making known to the king what nation she was 
derived from. Her uncle also removed from 
Babylon to Shushan, and dwelt there, being 
every day about the palace, and inquiring how 
the damsel did, for he loved her as though she 
had been his own daughter. 

3. Now the king had made a law, that none of 
his own people should approach him unless he 
were called, when he sat upon his throne and 
men with axes in their hands stood round about 
his throne, in older to punish such as approached 
to him without being called. However, the king 
sat with a golden sceptre in his hand, which he 
held out when he haa a mind to save any one of 
those that approached to him without being call¬ 
ed, and he wno touched it was free from danger. 
But of this matter I have discoursed sufficiently. 

4. Some time after this [two eunuchs] Big- 
tlian and Teresh plotted against the king; and 
Barnabazus, the servant of one of the eunuchs, 
being by birth a Jew, was acquainted with their 
conspiracy, and discovered it to the queen’s un¬ 
cle; andMordecai, by the means of Esther, made 
the conspirators known to the king. This trou¬ 
bled the king, but he discovered the truth, and 
hanged the eunuchs upon a cross, while at that 
time he gave no reward to JMordecai, who had 
been the occasion of his preservation. He only 
bade the scribes to set down his name in the re¬ 
cords, and bade him stay in the palace, as an in¬ 
timate friend of the king. 

5. Now there was one Hainan, the son of Arne- 
datha, by birth an Amalekite, that used to go in 
to the king; and the foreigners and Persians 
worshipped him, as Artaxerxes had commanded 
that such honor should be paid to him; butMor- 
decai was so wise, and so observant of his own 
country’s laws, that he would not worship the 
man.f When Hainan observed this, he inquired 
whence he came? and when he understood that 
he was a Jew, he had indignation at him, and 
said within himself, that “ whereas the Persians, 
who were free men, worshipped him, this man, 
who was no better than a slave, does not vouch¬ 
safe to do so.” And when he desired to punish 
Mordecai, he thought it too small a thing to re¬ 
quest of the king that he alone might be punish¬ 
ed; he rather determined to abolish the whole 
nation, for he was naturally an enemy to the 
Jews, because the nation of the Amalekites, of 
which he was, had been destroyed by them. Ac¬ 
cordingly he came to the king, and accused them, 
saying, “There is a certain wicked nation,and it 
is dispersed over all the habitable earth that is un¬ 
der thy dominion; a nation separate from others, 
unsociable, neither admitting the same sort of 
divine worship that others do, nor using laws 
like to the laws of others: at enmity with thy 
people, and with all men, both in their manners 
and practices. Now, if thou wilt be a benefac¬ 
tor to thy subjects, thou wilt give order to destroy 
them utterly, and not leave the least remains of 
them nor preserve any of them either for slaves 
or for captives.” But that the king might not be 
damnified by the loss of the tributes which the 
Jews paid him, Hainan promised to give him out 
of his own estate forty thousand talents whenso¬ 
ever he pleased; and he said, he would pay this 

* Herodotus says, that this law [against any one’s 
coining uncalled to the kings of Persia when they 
were sitting on their thrones] wss first enacted by Dei- 
oces [i. e. hy him who first withdrew the Medes from 
the dominion of the Assyrians, and himself first reigned 
over them.] Thus, also, says Spanheim, stood guards, 
with their axes, about the throne of Tenus, or Tcnudus, 
that the offender might hy them be punished immedi¬ 
ately. 

t Whether this adoration required of Mordecui to 
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money very willingly that the kingdom might 
be freed from such a misfortune. 

6. When Haman had made this petition, the 
king both forgave him the money, and granted 
him the men, to do what he would with them. 
So Haman having gained what he desired, sent 
out immediately a decree, as from the king, to all 
nations, the contents whereof were these*. “Ar- 
laxerxes, the great king, to the rulers of the hun¬ 
dred twenty and seven provinces, from India to 
Ethiopia, sends this writing: Whereas I have 
governed many nations, and obtained the do¬ 
minion of all the habitable earth, according to 
my desire, and have not been obliged to do any 
thing that is insolent or cruel to my subjects by 
such my power, but have showed myself mild 
and gentle, by taking care of their peace and 
good order, and have sought how they might en¬ 
joy those blessings for all time to come. And 
w’hereas I have been kindly informed by Ha¬ 
man, who, on account of his prudence and jus¬ 
tice, is the first in my esteem, and in dignity, 
and only second to myself, for his fidelity and 
constant good-will to me, that there is an ill-na¬ 
tured nation intermixed with all mankind, that ia 
averse to our laws, and not subject to kings, and 
of a different conduct of life from others, that 
hateth monarchy, and of a disposition that is 
pernicious to our affairs, I give order that these 
men, of whom Hainan our second father hath 
informed us, be destroyed, with their wives and 
children, and that none of them be spared, and 
that none prefer pity to them before obedience 
to this decree. And this I will to be executed on 
the fourteenth day of the twelfth month of this 
present year, that so when all that have enmity 
to us are destroyed, and this in one day, we may 
be allowed to lead the rest of our lives in peace 
hereafter.” Now when this decree was brought 
to the cities, and to the country, all were ready 
lor the destruction and entire abolishment of the 
Jews, against the day before mentioned; and 
they were very hasty about it at Shushan in par¬ 
ticular. Accordingly, the king and Hainan spent 
their time in feasting together with good cheer 
and wine, but the city was in disorder. 

7. Now when Mordecai was informed of what 
was done, he rent his clothes, and put on sack¬ 
cloth, and sprinkled ashes upon his head, and 
went about the city, crying out, that “a nation 
that had been injurious to no man, was to be de¬ 
stroyed.” And he went on saying thus as far as 
the king’s palace, and there he stood, for it was 
not lawful lor him to go into it in that habit. The 
same thing was done by all the Jews that were 
in the several cities wherein this decree was 
published, with lamentation and mourning, on 
account of the calamities denounced against 
them. But as soon as certain persons had told 
the queen that Mordecai stood before the court 
in a mourning habit, she was disturbed at this 
report, and sent out such as should change his 
garments; but when he could not be induced 
to put off his sackcloth, because the sad occasion 
thut forced him to put it on had not vet ceased; 
she called the eunuch Acratheus, for lie was then 

resent, and sent him to Mordecai, in order to 

now of him what sad accident had befallen 
him, for which he was in mourning, nnd wou d 
not put off the habit he hnd put on at her desire. 
Theu did Mordecai inform the eunuch of the oc¬ 
casion of this mourning, and of the decree which 
was sent by the king into all the country, and . 

Haman were by him deemed too like the adoration due 
only to God, as Josephus seems here to think, as well as 
the Scptuagint inierpreters al90, hy their translation of 
Est. xiii. 12, 13, 14; or whether lie thought he ought to 
pay no sort of adoration to an Amalekite, which na¬ 
tion had been such great sinners have been univer¬ 
sally devoted to destruction by God himself, Exod. xvii 
14,15,16; 2 Sain. xv. 18; or whether both causes concur¬ 
red, cannot now, I doubt, be certainly determined. 
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the promise of money whereby Haman bought 
the destruction of their nation. He also gave 
him a copy of what was proclaimed at Shusnan, 
to be carried to Esther; and he charged her to 
petition the king about this matter, and not to 
think it a dishonorable thing in her to put on an 
humble habit, for the safety of her nation, where¬ 
in she might deprecate the ruin of the Jews, who 
were in danger of it; for that Haman, whose 
dignity was only inferior to that of the king, had 
accused the Jews, and had irritated the king 
against them. When she was informed of this, 
she sent to Mordecai again, and told him that 
she was not cnlled by the king, and that he who 
goes in to him without being called, is to be slain, 
unless, when he is willing to save any one, he 
holds out his golden sceptre to him; but that to 
whomsoever he does so, although he go in with¬ 
out being called, that person is so far from being 
slain, that he obtains pardon, and is entirely pre¬ 
served. Now when the eunuch carried this mes¬ 
sage from Esther to Mordecai, he bade him also 
tell her that she must not only provide for her 
own preservation, but for the common preserva¬ 
tion of her nation, for that if she now neglected 
this opportunity, there would certainly arise help 
to them from God some other way, but she ana 
her father’s house would be destroyed by those 
whom she now despised. But Esther sent the 
very same eunuch back to Mordecai fto desire 
him] to go to Shushan,and to gather the Jews that 
were there together to a congregation, and to 
fast and abstain from all sorts of food on her ac¬ 
count, and [to let him know that] she with her 
maidens would do the same; and then she pro¬ 
mised that she would go to the king, though it 
were against the law, and that if she must die 
for it she would not refuse it. 

8. Accordingly, Mordecai did as Esther had 
enjoined him, and made the people fast; and he 
besought God, together with them, “r.ot to over¬ 
look his nation, particularly at this time, when 
it was going to oe destroyed; but that, as he 
had often before provided lor them, and forgiven 
when they had sinned, so he would now deliver 
them from that destruction which was denounced 
against them; for although it was not all the 
nation that had offended, yet must they so inglo- 
riously be slain, and that he was himself the oc¬ 
casion of the wrath of Haman, because (said he) 
1 did not worship him, nor could I endure to pay 
that honor to him which I used to pay to tnee, 
O Lord; for upon that his anger hath ne contrived 
this present mischief against those that have not 
transgressed thy laws.” The same supplications 
did the multitude put up; and entreated that God 
would provide for their deliverance, and free the 
Israelites that were in all the earth from this ca¬ 
lamity which was now coming upon them, for 
they had it before their eyes, and expected its 
coming. Accordingly, Esther made supplica¬ 
tion to God after the manner of her country, by 
casting herself down upon the earth, and putting 
on her mourning garments, and bidding fare well 
to meat and drink, and all delicacies, for three 
days’ time; and she entreated God to have mer¬ 
cy upon her, and make her words appear persua¬ 
sive to the king, and render her countenance 
more beautiful than it was before, that both by 
her words and beauty she might succeed, for the 
averting of the king's anger, in case he were 
at all irritated against her, and for the conso¬ 
lation of those of her own country, now they 
were in the utmost danger of perishing; as also, 
that he would excite a hatred in the king ngainst 
the enemies of the Jews, and ihose that had con¬ 
trived their future destruction, if they proved to 
be contemned by him. 

9. When Esther had used this supplication for 
three days she put off those garments, changed 
her habit, and adorned herself as became a 
queen, and took two of her handmaids with her, 


the one of which supported her, as she gently 
leaned upon her, and the other followed after, 
and lifted up her large train (which swept along 
the ground,) with the extremities of her tingers: 
and thus she came to the king, having a blushing 
redness in her countenance, with a pleasant 
agreeableness in her hehavior, yet did she go 
in to him with fear; and as soon as she was 
come over against him, as he was sitting on his 
throne, in his royal apparel, which was a gar¬ 
ment interwoven with gold and precious stones, 
which made him seem to her more terrible, es¬ 
pecially when he looked at her somewhat se¬ 
verely, and with a countenance on fire with an¬ 
ger, her joints failed her immediately, out of the 
dread she was in, and she fell down sideways it 
a swoon: but the king changed his mind, which 
happened, as I suppose, by the will of God, and 
was concerned for nis wife, lest her fear should 
bring some very ill thing upon her, and he leaped 
from his throne and took her in his arms, and re¬ 
covered her, by embracing her, and speaking 
comfortably to her, and exhorting her to be of 
good cheer, and not to suspect any thing that 
was said on account of her coming to him with¬ 
out being called, because that law was made for 
subjects, but that she, who was a queen, as well 
as he a king, might be entirely secure: and as 
he said this, ne put the sceptre into her hand, and 
laid his rod upon her neck, on account of the 
law; and so freed her from her fear. And after 
she had recovered herself by these encourage¬ 
ments, she said, *‘My lord, it is not easy for me, 
on the sudden, to say what hath happened, for 
as soon as I saw thee to be great, ana comely, 
and terrible, my spirit departed from me, and I 
had no soul left in me.” And while it was with 
difficulty, and in a low voice, that she could say 
thus much, the king was in a great agony and 
disorder, and encouraged Esther to be of good 
cheer, and to expect better fortune, since he was 
ready, if occasion should require it, to grant to 
her the half of his kingdom. Accordingly, Es¬ 
ther desired that he and his friend Haman would 
come to her to a banauet, for she said she had 
prepared a supper for nim. lie consented to it; 
and when they were there, as they were drink¬ 
ing, he bade Esther to “let him know what she 
desired: for that she should not be disappointed, 
though she should desire the half of his king¬ 
dom.” But she put oft' the discovery of her pe¬ 
tition till the next da^', if he would come again, 
together with Haman, to her banquet. 

10. Now when the king had promised so to do, 
Hainan went away very glad, because he alone 
had the honor oi supping with the king at Es¬ 
ther's banquet, and because no one else partook 
of the same honor with kings but himself; yet 
when he saw Mordecai in the court, lit was very 
much displeased, for he paid him no manner of 
respect when he saw him. So he went home, 
and called for bis wife Zeresli, and his friends, 
and when they were come, he showed them what 
honor he enjoyed, not only from the king, but 
from the queen also, for as he alone hnd that day 
supped with her, together with the king, so was 
he also invited again for the next day; yet, said 
he, am 1 not pleased to see Mordecai the Jew in 
the court. Hereupon his wife Zeresh advised 
him to give order tnat a gallows should be made 
fifty cubits high, and that in the morning he 
should ask it of the king, that Mordecai might be 
hanged thereon. So he commended her advice, 
and gave order to his servants to prepare the gal¬ 
lows, and to place it in the court, for the punish¬ 
ment of Mordecai thereon, which was according¬ 
ly prepared. But God laughed to scorn the 
wicked expectations of Haman; and as he knew 
what the event would be, was delighted at it, for 
that night he took away the king’s sleep; and as 
the king was not willing to lose the time of his 
lying awake, but to spend it in something that 
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might be of advantage to his kingdom, he com¬ 
manded the scribe to bring him the chronicles of 
the former kings, and the records of his own ac¬ 
tions; and when he had brought them and was 
reading them, one was found to have received a 
country on account of his excellent management 
on a certain occasion, and the name of the coun¬ 
try was set down; another was found to have 
had a present made him on account of his fideli¬ 
ty: then the scribe came to Bigthan and Teresh, 
the eunuchs that had made a conspiracy against 
the king, which Mordecai had discovered, and 
when the scribe said no more but that, and was 
going on to another history, the king stopped 
him, and inquired, “Whether it was not added 
that Mordecai had a reward given him?” and 
when he said there was no 9uch addition, he bade 
him leave oft', and he inquired of those that were 
appointed for that purpose, what hour of the night 
it was? and when ne was informed that it was al¬ 
ready day, he gave order, that if they found any 
one of his friends already come, and standing be¬ 
fore the court, they should tell him. Now it hap¬ 
pened that Hainan was found there, for he was 
coine sooner than ordinary to petition the king to 
have Mordecai put to death; and when the ser¬ 
vants said, that Hanian was before the court, lie 
bade them call him iu; and when he was come 
in, he said, “Because I know that thou art my 
only fast friend, I desire thee to give me advice, 
how I may honor one that I greatly love, and 
that after a manner suitable to my magnificence.” 
Now Hanian reasoned with himself, that what 
opinion he should give would be for himself, 
since it was he alone who was beloved by the 
king; so he gave that advice which he thought 
of all others the best; for he said, “ If thou would- 
est truly honor a man whom thou sayest thou 
dost love, give order that he may ride on horse¬ 
back, with the same garment on which thou 
wearest, and with a gold chain about his neck, 
and let one of thy intimate friends go before him, 
and proclaim through the whole city, that who¬ 
soever the king honoreth, obtainetli this mark 
of his honor.” This was the advice which Ha¬ 
inan gave, out of a supposal that such a reward 
would come to himself. Hereupon the king was 
pleased with the advice, and said, “Go thou, 
therefore, for thou hast the horse, the garment, 
and the chain, ask for Mordecai the Jew, and 
give him those things, and go before his horse, 
and proclaim accordingly; for thou art (said he) 
my intimate friend, and hast given me good ad¬ 
vice; be thou then the minister of what thou hast 
advised me to do. This shall be his reward from 
us, for preserving my life.” When he heard this 
order, which was entirely unexpected, he was 
confounded in his mind, and knew not what to do. 
However, he went out, and led the horse, and 
took the purple garment, and the golden chain 
for the neck, and finding Mordecai before the 
court, clothed in sackcloth, he bade him put that 
garment oil, and put the purple garment on: but 
Mordecai, not knowing the truth of the matter, 
but thinking that it was done in mockery, said, 
“0 thou wretch, the vilest of all mankind, dost 
thou thus laugh at our calamities?” But when 
he was satisfied that the king bestowed this ho¬ 
nor upon him, for the deliverance lie had pro¬ 
cured him, when he convicted the eunuchs who 
had conspired against him, lie put on that purple, 
garment which the king always wore, and put 
the chain about his neck, and got on horseback, 
and went round the city, while Hainan went be¬ 
fore, and proclaimed, “This shall be the reward 
which the king will bestow on every one whom 
he loves, and esteems worthy of honor.” And 
when they had gone round the city , Mordecai 
went in to H»e king, but Hanian went home, out 
of shame, and informed his wife and friends of 
what had happened, and this with tears: who 
said, that “lie would never he able to he re¬ 
venged ol Mordecai, for that God was with him.” 
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11. Now while these men were thus talking 
one to another, Esther’s eunuchs hastened Ma- 
man away to come to supper; but one of the eu¬ 
nuchs, named Sabuchadas, saw the gallows that 
was fixed in Hainan’s house, and inquired of one 
of his servants, for what purpose they had pre¬ 
pared it? So he knew that it was for the queen’s 
uncle, because Hanian was about to petition the 
king that he might be punished, but at present 
he neld his peace. Now when the king, with 
Hanian, were at the banquet, he desired the 
queen to tell him what gift she desired to obtain, 
and assured her that she should have whatsoever 
she had a mind to. She then lamented the dan- 

er her people were in; and said, that “ She and 

er nation were given up to be destroyed, and 
that she, on that account, made this her petition; 
that she would not have troubled him if he had 
only given order that they should be sold into 
bitter servitude, for such a misfortune would not 
have been intolerable; but she desired that they 
might be delivered from such destruction.” And 
when the king inquired of her who was the au¬ 
thor of this misery to them? she then openly ac¬ 
cused Hainan, and convicted him, that he had 
been the wicked instrument of this, and had 
formed this plot against them. When the king 
was hereupon in disorder, and was gone hastily 
out of the banquet into the gardens, Hainan be¬ 
gan to intercede with Esther, and to beseech her 
to forgive him, as to what he had offended, for 
he perceived that he was in a very bad case. 
And as he had fallen upon the queen’s bed, and 
was making supplication to her, the king came 
in, and being still more provoked at what he 
saw, “O tliou wretch, (said he) thou vilest of all 
mankind, dost thou aim to force my wife?” And 
when Hanian was astonished at this, and not 
able to speak one word more, Sabuchadas the 
eunuch came in, and accused Hainan, and said, 
“ He found a gallows at his house prepared for 
Mordecai, foi that the servant told him so much 
upon his inquiry, when he was sent to him to call 
him to supper.” He said farther, “That the 
gallows was fifty cubits high.” Which when the 
king heard, he determined that Hanian should 
be punished after no other manner than that 
which had been devised by him against Morde¬ 
cai: so he gave order immediately that he should 
be hung upon that gallows, and be put to death 
after that manner. And from hence I cannot 
forbear to admire God, and to learn hence his 
wisdom and his justice, not only in punishing the 
wickedness of Hanian, but in so disposing it, that 
he should undergo the very same punishment 
which he had contrived for another; as also, be¬ 
cause he thereby teaches others this lesson, that 
what mischiefs any out; prepares against another, 
he, without knowing ol it, first contrives it against 
himself. 

12. Wherefore Hamm, who had immoderately 
abused the honor he had from the king, was de¬ 
stroyed after this manm r, and the king granted 
his estate to the queen. lie also cnlVtJ for 
Mordecai, (for Esther h id informed him that she 
was akin to him,) and gave that ring to Morde¬ 
cai, which he had before given to Hainan. The 
queen also gave Hainan's estate to Mordecai, 
and prayed the king to deliver the nation ot 
the Jews from the fear of death, and showed 
him what had been written over all the country 
by Hainan the son of Amniedathn: for that if 
her country were destroyed, and her country men 
were to perish, she could not bear to live herself 
any longer. So the king promised her. that he 
would not do any thing that should be disagreea¬ 
ble to her, nor contradict what she desnecl, out 
he bade her write what she pleased about the 
Jews, in the kings name, and seal it with his 
seal, and send it to nil his kingdom, for that 
those who read epistles whose authority is se¬ 
cured by having tne king's seal to thwn, would 
noway contradict what was written therein. So 
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he commanded the kind’s scribes to be sent for, 
and to write to the nations on the Jews’ behalf, 
and to his lieutenants and governors, that were 
over his hundred twenty and seven provinces, 
irom India to Ethiopia. Now the contents of this 
epistle were these: “The great king Artax- 
erxes to onr rulers,* and those that are our 
faithful subjects, sendeth greeting: Many men 
there are, who, on account of the greatness of the 
benefits bestowed on them, and because of the 
honor which they have obtained from the. won¬ 
derful kind treatment of those that bestowed it, 
are not only injurious to their inferiors, but do 
not scruple to do evil to those that have been 
their benefactors, as if they would take away 
gratitude from among men, and by their insolent 
abuse of such benehts as they never expected, 
they turn the abundance they have against those 
that are the authors of it, and suppose they shall 
lie concealed from God in that case, and avoid 
that vengeance which comes from him. Some 
of these men, when they have had the manage¬ 
ment of atlairs committed to them by their 
friends, and bearing private malice of their own 
against some others, by deceiving those that 
have the power, persuade, them to be angry at 
such as have done them no harm, till they are in 
danger of perishing, and this by lying accusa¬ 
tions and calumnies; nor is this state of things to 
be discovered by ancient examples, or such as 
we have learned by report only: but by some 
examples of such impudent attempts under our 
own eyes, so that it is not fit to attend any longer 
to calumnies and accusations, nor to the persua¬ 
sions of others, but to determine what any one 
knows of himself to have been really done, and 
to punish what justly deserves it, and to grant 
favors to such as are innocent. This hath been 
the case of Hainan, the son of Ammedatha, by 
birth an Amalekite, and alien from the blood of 
the Persians, who, when he was hospitably en¬ 
tertained by us, and partook of that kindness 
which we bear to all men, to so great a degree 
as to be calltd my father, and to be all along 
worshipped, und to have honor paid him by all 
in the second rank alter the royal honor clue 
to ourselves, he could not bear his good fortune, 
nor govern the magnitude of his prosperity 
with sound reason; nay, he made a conspiracy 
against me and my life, who gave him his autho¬ 
rity, by endeavoring to take awav Mordecai, 
my benefactor, and my saviour, and by basely 
and treacherously requiring to have Esther, the 
partner of my lile, and of my dominion, brought 
to destruction; fur he contrived by this means 
to deprive me of my faithful friends,f and trans¬ 
fer the government to others: but since I per¬ 
ceived that these Jews, that were by this perni¬ 
cious bllow devoted to destruction, were not 
wicked men, but conducted tin ir lives after the 
best manner, and were men dedicated to the 
worship of that God who hath preserved the 
Kingdom to me and to my ancestors, I do not 
only free tin in from the punishment which the 
former epistle, which was sent by Hainan, or¬ 
dered to be indicted on them, to which if you 
refuse obedience, vou shall do well, but 1 will 
that they have all honor paid to them. Ac¬ 
cordingly, i have hanged up the man that con- 

•The true reason why king Arinxcrxesdid not here 
properly revoke Ills former barbarous decree for the 
universal slaughter of lho Jews, but only empowered 
»o't encouraged the Jcwsio light for their lives, and to 
kill tin ir enemies if t cy attempted their destruction, 
•coins to have I een lliat old taw of ti c Modes and Ter¬ 
tians, not yet laid aside, Ihnt whatever decree was 
tinned hoib ly the kin" nnd bis lords, could not be 
thanged, bill remained nnnlteriihle, J)nn. vl. 7, 8, U. IQ, 
].j, |7; last It. i. IH, nnd viii. K And Unman, bavin" en¬ 
grossed tl e royal favor, might per* aps have himself 
signed this decree for the Jews* slaughter, instead of 
the ancient lords, nod so might have rendered it by 
their rules irrevocable. 

t These words give an intimation as if Artaxcrxes 
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trived such things against them, with his family, 
btr'ore the gates of Shushan, that punishment 
beng sent upon him by God, who seeth all 
things. And 1 give you in charge, that you 
publicly propose a copy of this epistle through 
all my kingdom, that the Jews may be permitted 
peaceably to use their own laws, and that you 
assist them; that at the same season whereto 
their miserable estate did belong, they may de¬ 
fend themselves the very same day from unjust 
violence, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
which is Adar, for God hath made that day a day 
of salvation instead of a day of destruction to 
them; and may it be a good day to those that 
wish us well, and a memorial of the punishment 
of the conspirators against us: and i will that 
you take, notice, that every city, and every na¬ 
tion, that shall disobey any thing that is con¬ 
tained in this epistle, shall be destroyed by lire 
and sword. However, let this epistle be pub¬ 
lished through all the country that is under our 
obedience, and let all tile Jews by all means be 
ready against the day before mentioned, that 
they may avenge themselves upon their ene¬ 
mies.” 

13. Accordingly the horsemen who carried the 
epistles, proceeded on the ways which they were 
to go with speed: but a? for Mordecai, as soon as 
he had assumed the royal garment, and the 
crown of gold, and had put the chain about his 
neck, he went forth in a public procession; and 
when the Jews who were at Shushan, saw him in 
so great honor with the king, they thought his 
good fortune was common to themselves also; 
and joy and a beam of salvation encompassed 
the Jews, both those that were in the cities, and 
those that were in the countries, npon the publi¬ 
cation of the king’s letters, in.-omuch, that many 
even of other nations circumcised their foreskin 
for fear of the Jews, that they might procure 
safety to themselves thereby; for on the thir¬ 
teenth day of tlie twelfth mouth, which accord¬ 
ing to the Hebrews is called Adar, but according 
to the Macedonians, Dystrus, those that carried 
the king’s epistle gave them notice, that the 
same day wherein their danger was to have been, 
on that very day should they destroy their ene¬ 
mies. lint now the rulers of the provinces, and 
the tyrants, and the kings, nnd the scribes, had 
the Jews in esteem; for the fear they were in of 
Mordecai forced them to act with discretion. 
Now when the royal decree was come to all the 
country that was subject to the king, it fill out 
that tlie Jews at Shushan slew five hundred of 
their enemies: and when the king linil told Es¬ 
ther the number of those that were slain in that 
city, but did not well know what had been done 
in the provinces, he asked her, whether she 
would have any thing farther done against them? 
for that it should be done accordingly: upon 
which she desired that the Jews might be per¬ 
mitted tq treat their remaining enemies in the 
sume maimer the. next day; as also that they 
might hung tlx. ten sons of Hainan upon the gal¬ 
lows. So the king permitted the Jews so to do, 
as desirous not to contradict Esther. So they 
gathered themselves together again on the four¬ 
teenth day ot the month Dystrus, and slew about 
three hundred of their enemies, but touched 

suspected a deeper design in Unman than openly ap¬ 
peared, viz. that kiiowim! the Jews would l>c faitl fill to 
him,and that he rou'd never trnns'er II e crown to Ids 
own family, who was an Agagite, Esi!». iii. 1,10, or of 
the posterity of A pap, the o'd king of the Amalckitrs, ] 
^nm. xv. r'. :»», 33, while they were alive, and spread 
overall his dominions, hetheroiorc endeavored to de¬ 
stroy tlinn. Nor isii loine. improbable, t : at those“*>,800 
of the Jews’ enemies which were noon destroyed hy 
the Jews, on the permission of the which must he 
on some great oernsion, were A malekiles, their old nnd 
hereditary enemies, lixod. xvti. 14, l. r >. and that thereby 
was fulfilled flnlitnm’s propl ery, “Amalek was the 
first of the nations, hut his latter end shall he, that ire 
perish fur ever.” Numb. xxiv. 20, 
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nothing of what riches they had. Now there 
was slain by the Jews that were in the country, 
and in the other cities, seventy-five thousand 
of their enemies, and those were slain on the 
thirteenth day of the month, and the next day 
they kept as a festival. In like manner the Jews 
that were in Shushan gathered themselves to¬ 
gether, and feasted on the fourteenth day and 
that which followed it; whence it is, that even 
now all the Jews that are in the habitable earth 
keep these days festival, and send portions to 
one another. Alordecai also wrote to those Jews 
that lived in the kingdom of Artaxerxes to ob¬ 
serve these days, and celebrate them as festivals, 
and to deliver them down to posterity, that this 
festival might continue for all time to come, and 
that it might never be buried in oblivion, for since 
they were about to be destroyed on these days 
by Hainan, they would do a right thing, upon 
escaping the danger in them, and on them indict¬ 
ing punishments on their enemies, to observe 
those days, and give thanks to God on them: for 
which cause the Jews still keep the foremention- 
ed days, and call them days of Phurim [or Pu- 
rim.*J And Mordecai became a great and illus¬ 
trious person with the king, and assisted him in 
the government of the people. He also lived 
with tlie queen; so that the affairs of the Jews 
were by their means hetter than they could ever 
have hoped for. And this was the state of the 
Jews under the reign of Artaxerxes.f 

CHAP. VII. 

How John slew his Brother Jesus in the Temple; 

and how Bagoses offered many Injuries to the 

Jews; and what Sanballat did. 

$ 1. When Eliashib the high priest was dead, 
his son Judas succeeded in the high priesthood: 
and when he was dead, his son John took that 
dignity; on whose account it was also that Ba- 
goses, the general of another Artaxerxes's army 4 
polluted the temple, and imposed tributes on the 
Jews, that out of the public stock, before they of¬ 
fered the daily sacrifices, they should pay for 
every lamb fifty shekels. Now Jesus was the 
brother of John, and was a friend of Bagoses, 
who had promised to procure him the high 
priesthood. In confidence of whose support, Je¬ 
sus quarrelled with John in the temple, and so 
rovoked his brother, that in his anger his 
rotlier slew him. Now it was a horrible thing 
for John, when he was high priest, to perpetrate 
so great a crime; and so much the more horri¬ 
ble, that there never was so cruel and impious a 
thing done neither by the Greeks nor barbarians. 
However, God did not neglect its punishment, 
but the people were on that very account en¬ 
slaved, and the temple was polluted bv the Per¬ 
sians. Now when Bagoses, the general of Ar¬ 
taxerxes's army, knew that John, the high priest 
of the Jews, had slain his own brother Jesu< in 

♦Take here part of Roland’s "Ote on tins disputed 
passage: “Tn Josephus’s copies these Hebrew words, 
days of Purim, or Lots, as in the Grcyk copies of Es¬ 
ther, ell. ix. 26, *•?, is read days of Phurim , or days of 
Promotion , hut ought to !e read days of Pa rim, ns in 
the Hebrew; than whirli emendation, sacs he, nothin" 
is more rertain.” And had we any assuranre that Jo¬ 
sephus’s copy mentioned the casting of lots, ns onr 
other eopics do. Ksth. iii. ?, I should fully agree with 
Reland, hut as it now stands, it seems tonic to he by uo 
means rertain. 

j As to this whole hook of Esther in the present He¬ 
brew ropy, it is so very imperfect, in a rase where the 
providence of Hod was so very rem irkah'e, and the Sop- 
tungint and Josephus have so inu<*h of religion, that it 
lias not so much :.s the name of Hod onre in it; and it 
is hard to say who made that epitome which the Ma- 
sorites have civcn us for the genuine huok itself, no 
religious Jews rouhl well he the authors of it, whose 
education obliged them to have a constant regard to 
God, and whatsoever related to his worship; nor do we 
know that there ever was so imperfect a ropy of it in 
the world till after the days of Barchocab, in the se¬ 
cond century. 


the temple, he came upon the Jews immediately, 
ami began in anger to say to them, “Have yon 
had the impudence to perpetrate a murder in 
your temple?” And as he was aiming to go into 
the temple, they forbade him 90 to do; but he 
said to them, “Am not I purer than he that waa 
slain in the temple?” And when he had said 
these words, he went into the temple. Accord¬ 
ingly, Bagoses made use of this pretence, and 
unished the Jews seven years for the murder of 
esus. 

2. Now when John had departed this life, his 
son Jaddua succeeded in the high priesthood. 
He had a brother, whose name was Manasseb. 
Now there was one Sanballat, who was sent by 
Darius, the last king [of Persia] into Samaria. 
He was a Cuthean by birth; of which stock were 
the Samaritans also. This man knew that the 
city Jerusalem was a famous city, and that their 
kings had given a great deal of trouble to the 
Assyrians, and the people of Ccelosyria; so that 
he willingly gave his daughter, whose name was 
Nicaso, in marriage to Manasseh, as thinking 
this alliance by marriage would be a pledge and 
security that the nation of the Jews should con¬ 
tinue their good-will to him. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Concerning Sanballat and Manasseh, and the 

Temple which they built on Mount Gerizzim; 

as also how Alexander made his Entry into the 

City Jerusalem; and what Benejifs he bestowed 

on the Jews. 

$ 1. About this time it was that Philip, king 
of Macedon, was treacherously assaulted and 
slain at Egea by Pausanias, the son of Cerastes, 
who was derived from the family of Orestae. and 
his son Alexander succeeded him in the kingdom ; 
who, passing over the Hellespont, overcame the 
generals of Darius’s army in a battle fought at 
Granicum. So he marched over Lydia, and 
subdued Ionia, and overran Caria, and fell upon 
the places of Pamphylia, as has been related 
elsewhere. 

2. But the elders of Jerusalem being very unea¬ 
sy that the brother of Jaddua the high priest, 
though married to a foreigner, should be a part¬ 
ner with him in the high priesthood, quarrelled 
with him; for they esteemed this man’s marriage 
a step to such as should be desirous of transgress¬ 
ing about the marriage of [strange] wives, and 
that this would be the. beginning of a mutual so¬ 
ciety with foreigners, although the offence of 
some about marriages, and their having married 
wives that were not of their own country, had 
been an occasion of their former captivity, and 
of the miseries they then underwent; so they 
commanded Mann?seh to divorce his wife, or not 
to approach the altar, the high priest himself 
joining with the people in their indignation 
against his brother, and driving him away from 

tConrerning this other Artaxerxes, railed Mnemon , 
and ti e Persian affliction and captivity of the Jews 
under him, occasioned by the murder of the high 
priest’s brother in the ho y house itself, see Authent 
Her. at large, page 40. And if any wonder why Jose¬ 
phus w'o'lv omits the rest of the kings of Persia after 
Artaxerxes Mnemon, till he came to their last king Ha¬ 
rms, who was conquered by Alexander tie Great, 1 
shall give them Vossius’s and Dr. Hudson’s answer, 
though in my own words, viz. that Jose pirns did not 
do ill in omiiting those kings of Persia with whom the 
Jews had no concern, hc-ause he was giving the histo¬ 
ry of the Jews, and not of the Persians [which is a suf¬ 
ficient reason also why he entirely omitted ti c history 
and the hook of Joh, as *ot particularly relating to Hint 
nation.] 1 lejustly tl crefo-c returns to the Jewish af¬ 
fairs after the death of Eongimnnus, wit* out any men¬ 
tion of Darius H. before Artaxerxes Mnemon’ or ol 
Of 1 ns, or Arogus, as tlie canon of Ptolemy name# 
them after him. Nor had he pro’ ably mentioned this 
other Artaxerxes, unless Bagoses, one of the governor! 
a^d commanders under him, had oceasioned the pollu 
tion of the Jewish temple, and had greatly distressed 
the Jews upon that pollution. 
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the altar. Whereupon Manasseh came to his 
father-in-law, Sanballat, and told him, that “Al¬ 
though he loved his daughter Nicaso, yet was he 
not willing to be deprived of his sacerdotal dig¬ 
nity on her account, which was the principal dig¬ 
nity in their nation, and always continued in the 
aame family." And then Sanballat promised him 
not only to preserve to him the honor of his 
priesthood, but to procure to him the power and 
digaity of a high priest, and would make him 
governor of all the places he himself now ruled, 
if he would keep his daughter for his wife. He 
also told him further, that he would build him a 
temple like to that at Jerusalem, upon mount Ge- 
rizzini, which is the highest of all the mountains 
that are in Samaria, and he promised that he 
would do this with the approbation of Darius the 
king. Manasseh was elevated with these pro¬ 
mises, and staid with Sanballat, upon a supposal 
that he should gain a high priesthood, as bestow¬ 
ed on him by Darius, for it happened that San¬ 
ballat was then in years. But there was now a 

f -reat disturbance among the people of Jerusa- 
em, because many of those priests and Levites 
were entangled in such matches; for they all re¬ 
volted to Manasseh, and Sanballat afforded them 
money, and divided among them land for tillage, 
and habitations also, and all this in order every 
way to gratify his son-in-law. 

3. About this time it was that Darius heard how 
Alexander had passed over the Hellespont, and 
had beaten his lieutenants in the battle of Grani- 
cum, and was proceeding farther: whereupon he 
gathered together an army of horse and foot, and 
determined that he would meet the Macedonians 
before they should assault and conquer all Asia. 
So he passed over the river Euphrates, and came 
over Taurus, the Cilician mountain; and at Issus of 
Cilicia he waited for the enemy, as ready there 
to give him battle. Upon which Sanballat was 
glad that Darius was come down; and told Ma¬ 
nasseh that he would suddenly perform his pro¬ 
mises to him, and this as soon as ever Darius 
should come back, after he had beaten his ene¬ 
mies; for not he only, but all those that were in 
Asia also, w r ere persuaded that the Macedonians 
would not so much as come to battle with the 
Persians, on account of their multitude. But the 
event proved otherwise than they expected, for 
the king joined battle with the Macedonians, and 
was beaten, and lost a great part of his army. 
His mother also, and his wife and children, were 
taken captives, and he fled into Persia. So Alex¬ 
ander came into Syria, and took Damascus; and 
when he had obtained Sidon he besieged Tyre, 
when he sent an epistle to the Jewish high priest, 
"To send him some auxiliaries, and to supply his 
army with provisions; and that what presents he 
formerly sent to Darius, he would now send to 
him, ant! choose the friendship of the Macedo¬ 
nians, and that he should never repent of so 
doing." But the high priest answered the mes¬ 
sengers, that “he had given his oath to Darius 
not to bear arms against him ; and he 9aid, that he 
would not transgress this while Darius was in the 
laud of the living." Upon hearing this answer 
Alexander was very angry; and though he deter¬ 
mined not to leave Tyre, which was iust ready 
to be taken, y< t as soon as he had taken it, lie 
threatened that he would make an expedition 
against the Jewish high priest, and through him 
teach all men to whom they must keep their 
oaths. So when he had, with a good deal of pains 
during the siege, taken Tyre, and had settled its 
affairs, he came to the city of Gaza, and besieged 
both the city and him who was governor of the 
garrison, whose name was Babemeses. 

4. But Sanballat thought he hud now gotten a 
proper opportunity to make his attempt, so he 
renounced Darius, and taking with him seven 
thousand of his subjects, he came to Alexander: 
and finding him beginning the siege of Tyre, he 


said to him, that he delivered up to him these 
men, who came out of places under his dominion, 
and did gladly accept of him for their lord, in¬ 
stead of Darius. So when Alexander had re¬ 
ceived him kindly, Sanballat thereupon took 
courage, and spalie to him about this present af¬ 
fair. He told him, that “he had a son-in-law, 
Manasseh, who was brother to the high priest 
Jaddua; and that there were many others of his 
own nation now with him, that w’ere desirous to 
have a temple in the places subject to him; that 
it would be for the king’s advantage to have the 
strength of the Jews divided into two parts, lest, 
when the nation is of one mind and united, 
upon any attempt for innovation, it prove trou¬ 
blesome to kings, as it had formerly proved to 
the kings of Assyria." Whereupon Alexander 
gave Sanballat leave so to do, who used the 
utmost diligence, and built the temple, and made 
Manasseh the priest, and deemed it a great re¬ 
ward, that his daughter’s children should have 
that dignity: but when the seven months of the 
siege of Tyre were over, and the two months of 
the siege of Gaza, Sanballat died. Now Alexan¬ 
der, when he had taken Gaza, made haste to go 
up to Jerusalem; and Jaddua the high priest 
when he heard that, w-as in an agony, and under 
terror, as not know ing how he should meet the 
Macedonians, since the king was displeased at 
his foregoing disobedience. He therefore or¬ 
dained that the people should make supplications, 
and should join with him in offering sacrifice to 
God, whom he besought to protect that nation 
and to deliver them from tne perils that were 
coming upon them: whereupon God warned him 
in a dream, which came upou him after he had 
offered sacrifice, that “he should take courage, 
and adorn the city, and open the gates; that the 
rest should appear in white garments, but that 
he and the priests should meet the king in the 
habits proper to their order, without the dread of 
any ill consequences, which the providence of 
God would prevent." Upon which, when he 
rose from his sleep, he greatly rejoiced; and de¬ 
clared to all the warning he had received from 
God. According to which dream he acted en¬ 
tirely, and so waited for the coming of the king. 

5. And when he understood that he was not far 
from the city, lie went out in procession, with 
the priests and the multitude of the citizens. The 
procession wa9 venerable, and the manner of it 
dill'erenl from that of other nations. It reached 
to a place called Sapha, which name, translated 
into Greek, signifies a prospect , for you have 
thence a prospect both of Jerusalem and of the 
temple; and when the Phoenicians and the Chal¬ 
deans that followed him, thought they should 
have liberty to plunder the city, and torment the 
high priest to death, which the king’s displeasure 
fairly promised them, the very reverse of it hap¬ 
pened; for Alexander, when he 9aw the multi¬ 
tude at a distance, in white garments, while the 
priests stood clothed with fine linen, and the high 
priest in purple and scarlet clothing, with hi* 
mitre on his head, having the golden plate where¬ 
on the name of God was engraved, he approach¬ 
ed by himself, and adored lhat Name, and first 
saluted the high priest. The Jews also did all to¬ 
gether, with one voice,salute Alexander, and en¬ 
compass him about: whereupon the king of Sy¬ 
ria, and the rest, were surprised at what Alex¬ 
ander had done, and supposed him disordered in 
his mind. However, Pnrmenio alone went up to 
him, and asked him, “ How it came to pass, that 
when all others adored him, he should adore the 
high priest of the Jews?" To whom he replied, 
“ f did not adore him, but that God w ho hath 
honored him w r ith this high priesthood; for I 
saw this very person in a dream, in this very 
habit, when I was at Dios in Macedonia, who, 
when I was considering with myself how I might 
obtain the dominion of Asia, exhorted me to 
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make no delay, but boldly to pass over the sea 
thither, for that he would conduct my army, and 
would give me the dominion over the Persians; 
whence it is, that having seen no other in that 
habit, and now seeing this person in it, and re¬ 
membering that vision, and the exhortation 
which l had in my dream, I believe that I bring 
this army under the divine conduct, and shall 
therewith conquer Darius, and destroy the power 
of the Persians, and that all things will succeed 
according to what is in iny own mind.” And 
when he had said this to Parmenio, and had given 
the high priest his right hand, the priests ran 
along by him, and he came into the city. And 
when he went up into the temple, he offered sa¬ 
crifice to God, according to the high priest’s di¬ 
rection; and magnificently treated both the high 
priest and the priests. And when the book of 
Daniel was shown him, wherein Daniel declared 
that one of the Greeks should destroy the em¬ 
pire of the Persians, he supposed that himself 
was the person intended: and as he was then 
glad, he dismissed the multitude for the present, 
but the next day he called them to him, and bade 
them ask what favors they pleased of him; 
whereupon the high priest desired that they 
might enjoy the laws of their forefathers, anci 
might pay no tribute on the seventh year. He 
granted all they desired. And when they en¬ 
treated him that he would permit the Jews in 
Babylon and Media to enjoy their own laws also, 
he willingly promised to do hereafter what they 
desired. And when he said to the multitude, that 
if any of them w T ould list themselves in his army, 
on this condition, that they should continue un¬ 
der the laws of their forefathers, and live accord¬ 
ing to them, he was willing to take them with 
him, many were ready to accompany him in his 
wars. 

6. So when Alexander had thus settled mat¬ 
ters at Jerusalem, he led his army into the neigh¬ 
boring cities; and when all the inhabitants, to 
whom he came, received him with great kind¬ 
ness, the Samaritans, who had then Shechem 
for their metropolis, (a city situate at mount Ge- 
rizziru, and inhabited by apostates of the Jewish 
nation,) seeing that Alexander had so greatly 
honored the Jews, determined to profess them¬ 


selves Jews, for such is the disposition of the 
Samaritans, as we have already elsewhere de¬ 
clared, that when the Jews are in adversity they 
deny that they are of kin to them, and then they 
confess the truth; but when they perceive that 
some good fortune hath befallen them, they im¬ 
mediately pretend to have communion with 
them, saying, that they belong to them, and de¬ 
rive their genealogy from the posterity of Joseph, 
Ephraim, and Manasseh. Accordingly, they 
made their address to the king with splendor,and 
showed great alacrity in meeting him at a little 
distance from Jerusalem. And when Alexander 
had commanded them, the Shechemites ap¬ 
proached to him, taking with them the troops 
that Sanballat had sent him, and they desired 
that he would come to their city, and do honor 
to their temple also. To whom he promised 
that when he returned he would come to them. 
And when they petitioned that he would remit 
the tribute of the seventh year to them, because 
they did not sow thereon, he asked who they 
were that made such a petition; and when they 
said that they were Hebrews, but had the name 
of Sidonians, living at Shechem, he asked them 
again, whether they were Jews: and when they 
said they were not Jews, “ It was to the Jews 
(said he) that l granted that privilege; however, 
when I return and am thoroughly informed by 
you of this matter, I will do what I shall think 
proper.” And in this manner he took leave of 
the Shechemites, but ordered that the troops of 
Sanballat should follow him into Egypt, because 
there he designed to give them lands, which be 
did a little alter in Thebais, when he ordered 
them to guard that country. 

7. Now when Alexander was dead, the govern¬ 
ment was parted among his successors, but the 
temple upon mount Gerizzim remained. And if 
any one were accused by those of Jerusalem, of 
having eaten things common, or of having bro¬ 
ken the Sabbath, or of any other crime of the 
like nature, he fled away to the Shechemites, 
and said that he was accused unjustly. About 
this time it was that Jaddua the high priest died; 
and Onias his son took the high priesthood. 
This was the state of the affairs of the people of 
Jerusalem at this time. 


BOOK XII. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF A HUNDRED AND SEVENTY YEARS.—FROM THE DEATH 
OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT TO THE DEATH OF JUDAS MACCABEUS. 


CHAP. I. 

How Ptolemy , the son of Logits, took Jerusalem 
and Judea by Deceit andTreachery , and carried 
many of the Jews thence , and planted them in 

Egypt- 

J 1. Now when Alexander, king of Macedon, 
had put an end to the dominion of the Persians, 
and nad settled the affairs in Judea after the 
forementioned manner, he ended his life. And 
as his government fell among many, Antigonus 
obtained Asia: Stleucus, Babylon; and of the 
other nations which were there, Lysimachjts go¬ 
verned the Hellespont, and Cassander possessed 
Macedonia; as did Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, 
*eize upon Egypt. And while these princes am¬ 
bitiously strove one against another, every one 
for his own principality, it came to pass that 
there were continual wars, and those lasting wars 
too; and the cities were sufferers, and lost a 
real many of their inhabitants in these times of 
istress, insomuch that all Syria, by the means 
of Ptolemy the son of Lagus, underwent the re¬ 
verse of that denomination of Saviour which he 
then had. He also seized upon Jerusalem, and 


for that end made use of deceit and treachery; 
for as he came into the city on a Sabbath-day^ 
as if he would offer sacrifices, he without any 
trouble gained the city, while the Jews did not 
oppose him, for they did not suspect him to be 
tneir enemy; and he gained it thus, because 
they were free from suspicion of him, and be¬ 
cause on that day they were at rest and quiet¬ 
ness; and when he had gained it, he ruled over 
it in a cruel manner. Nay, Agatharchides of 
Cnidus, who wrote the acts of Alexander's suc¬ 
cessors, reproaches us with superstition, as if we, 
by it, had lost our liberty; where he says thus; 
“There is a nation called the nation of the Jews, 
who inhabit a city strong and great, named Je¬ 
rusalem. These men took no care, but let it 
come into the hands of Ptolemy, as not willing 
to take arms, and thereby they submitted to be 
under a hard master, by reason of their unsea¬ 
sonable superstition.” This is what Agathar¬ 
chides relates of our nation. But when Ptolemy 
had taken a great many captives, both from the 
mountainous parts of Judea, and from the places 
about Jerusalem and Samaria, and the Places 
near mount Gerizzim, he led them all into Egypt, 
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and settled them there.* And as he knew that the 
people of Jerusalem were most faithful in the 
observation of oaths nnd covenants,! and this 
from the answer they made to Alexander, when 
he sent an embassage to them, alter he had 
beaten Darius in battle; so he distributed many 
of them into garrisons, and at Alexandria gave 
them equal privileges of citizens with the Mace¬ 
donians themselves; and required of them to 
take tbeir oaths, that they would keep their 
fidelity to the posterity of those who committed 
these places to their care. Nay, there were not 
a few other Jews, who, of their own accord, went 
into Egypt, as invited bv the goodness of the 
soil, ana by the liberality of Ptolemy. However, 
there were disorders among their posterity, with 
relation to the Samaritans, on account of their 
resolution to preserve that conduct of life which 
was delivered to them by their forefathers, and 
they thereupon contended one with another; 
while those of Jerusalem said, that their temple 
was holy, and resolved to send their sacrifices 
thither; but the Samaritans were resolved, that 
they should be sent to mount Gerizzim. 

CHAP. II. 

How Ptolemy Philadelphus procured the Laws 

of the Jews to be translated into the Greek 

Tongue; and set many Captives free; and 

dedicated many Gifts to God. 

$ 1. WHEN Alexander had reigned twelve 
years, and after him Ptolemy Soter forty years, 
Philadelphus then took the kingdom of Egypt, 
and held it forty years within one. He procured 
the law to be interpreted and set free those 
that were come from Jerusalem into Egypt, and 
were In slavery there, who were a hundred and 
twenty thousand. The occasion was this: De¬ 
metrius Phalerius, who was library-keeper to 
the king, was now endeavoring, if it were pos¬ 
sible, to gather together all the books that were 
in the habitable earth, and buying whatsoever 
was any where valuable, or agreeable to the 
king’s inclination, (who was very earnestly set 
upon collecting of books;) to which inclination 
ot his, Demetrius was zealously subservient. 
And when once Ptolemy asked him how many 
ten thousands of books he had collected, he re¬ 
plied, that he had already about twenty times 
ten thousand, but that, in a little time, he should 
have fifty times ten thousand. But he said, he 
had been informed that there were many books 
of laws among the Jews worthy of inquiring 
after, and worthy of the king’s library, but which 
being written in characters and in a dialect of 
their own, will cause no small pains in getting 
them translated into the Greek tongue; that the 
character in which they are written seems to be 
like to that which is the proper character of the 
Syrians; and that its sound, when pronounced, 
is like theirs also; and that this sound appears 
to be peculiar to themselves. Wherefore he 
said, that nothing hindered why they might not 
get those books to be translated also, for while 

* The great number of the Jews and Samari'nns that 
were formerly carried into Egypt by Alexander, nnd 
now by Plolcinv the son of Lngus, appear nAerward 
in the vast multitude who, as we shall sec presently, 
were soon ransomed by IMiiladolphus, and by him 
made free, before he sent for the seventy-two interpre¬ 
ters; in the many garrisons, nnd other soldiers of that 
nation in l'pypt; in the famous settlement of Jews, and 
the number of tbeir synagogues at Alexandria, long af¬ 
terward ; and in the vehement contention between the 
Jews and Samaritans under I'liilometer, about the 
place appointed for the public worship in the law of 
Moses; whether at ihe Jewish iemple at Jerusa'em, or 
at the Pamarhan temple at Gerizzim: of all which our 
author treats hereafter. And ns to the Samaritans 
carried into Egypt under the same princes, Pcaliger sup¬ 
poses, that those who have n great synagogue at Cairo, 
as also those whom the Arnhic geographer speaks of, as 
having seized on an island in the Red £ca, are remains 
of them at ibia very day, as the notes here inform us. 


nothing is wanting that is necessary for that pur¬ 
pose, we may nave their books also in this Hora¬ 
ry. So the king thought that Demetrius was 
verv zealous to procure him abundance of books, 
and that he suggested what was exceeding pro- 

; er for him to do; and therefore he wrote to the 
ewish high priest Jhat he should act accordingly. 

2. Now there was one Aristeus, who was 
among the king’s most intimate friends, and on 
account of his modesty very acceptable to him. 
This Aristeus resolved frequently, and that be¬ 
fore now, to petition the king that he would set 
all the captive Jews in his kingdom free; and he 
thought this to be a convenient opportunity for 
the making that petition. So he discoursed, in 
the first place, with the captains of the king’s 
guards, Sosibius of Tarentum, and Andreas; and 
persuaded them to assist him in what he was 
going to intercede with the king for. Accord¬ 
ingly, Aristeus embraced the same opinion with 
those that have been before mentioned; and 
went to the king, and made the following speech 
to hini: “It is not fit for us, O king, to overlook 
things hastily, or to deceive ourselves, but to lay 
the truth open; for since we have determined 
not only to get the laws of the Jews transcribed, 
but interpreted also, for thy satisfaction, by what 
means can we do this, while so many, of tiie Jew9 
are now slaves in thy kingdom? Do thou then 
what will be agreeable to thy magnanimity, and 
to thy good nature; free them from the misera¬ 
ble condition they are in, because that God, who 
supporteth thy kingdom, was the author of their 
laws, as I have learned by particular inquiry, 
for both these people, and we also, worship the 
sameGod, the framer of all things. We call him 
and that truly, by the name of Ziji-*, [or Life, or 
Jupiter,] because he breathes life into all men. 
Wherefore do thou restore these men to their 
own country, and this do to the honor of God, 
because these men nay a peculiarly excellent 
worship to him. And know this farther, that 
though I be not of kin to them by birth, nor one 
of the same country with them, yet do I desire 
these favors to be done them, since all men are 
the workmanship of God; and I am sensible that 
he is well pleased with those that do good. I do, 
therefore, put up this petition to thee, to do good 
to them.” 

3. When Aristeus wa9 saying thus, the king 
looked upon him with a cheerful and joyful coun¬ 
tenance, and said, “How many ten thousands 
dost thou suppose there are of such as want to 
be made free?” To which Andreas replied, as 
he stood by, and said, “A few more than ten 
times ten thousand.” The king made answer, 
“And is this a small gift that thou askest, Aris¬ 
teus?” But Sosibius, and the restthal stood by, 
said, that “he ought to oiler such a thank-offer¬ 
ing ns was worthy of his greatness of soul, to that 
God who had given him his kingdom.” With this 
answer he was much pleased; and gave order, 
that when they paid the soldiers their wages, they 
should laydown [a hundred and] twenty drachmae 
for every one of the slaves.|| And he promised to 

fOf the sarredness of oaths among the Jewa in the 
Old Testament, see Scripture Politics, p. 54, 65. 

I Of the translation of the other parts of the Old Tes¬ 
tament hy seventy Egyptian Jews, in the reigns of 
Ptolemy the son of Lagus, and Philadelphus; as also 
the translation of ihe Pentateuch hy seventy-two Jeru¬ 
salem Jews, in the seventh year of Philadelphus at Al¬ 
exandria, ns given us an account of by Aristeus, and 
thenre hy Philo and Josephus, with a vindication of 
A risteus’s history, see the Appendix to Lit. Accomp. of 
Propli. ai large, p. 1 IT—152. 

|| Although this number one hundred and twenty 
drachma? [of Alexandria, or sixty Jewish shekels] be 
here throe limes repented, and that in all Josephus’s 
copies, Greek and Latin, yet since all the copies of 
Aristeus, whence Josephus look his relation, have this 
sum several times, and si ill as no more than twenty 
drachma', or leu Jew ish shekels; and since the sum o'f 
the talents, to he. set down presently, which la little 
above four hundred and sixty, for loniewhat more than 
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publish a magnificent decree, about what they 
requested, which should confirm what Aristeus 
had proposed, and especially what God willed 
should be done; whereby, he said, he wquld not 
only set those free who had been led away captive 
by his father and his army, but those who were 
in his kingdom before, and those also, if any such 
there were, who had been brought away since. 
And when they said that their redemption money 
would amount to above four hundred talents, he 
granted it. A copy of which decree I have de¬ 
termined to preserve, that the magnanimity of 
this king may be made known. Its contents were 
as follows: “Let all those who were soldiers un¬ 
der our father, and who, when they overran Sy¬ 
ria and Phoenicia, and laid waste Judea, took the 
Jews captives, and made them slaves, and brought 
them into our cities, and into this country, and 
then sold them; as also all those that were in my 
kingdom before them, and if there be any that 
have been lately brought thither, be made free 
by those that possess them; and let them accept 
of [a hundred and] twenty drachmae for every 
slave. And let the soldiers receive this redemp¬ 
tion money with their pay, but the rest outoftne 
king's treasury": for I suppose that they were 
made captives without our father’s consent, and 
against equity; and that their country was ha¬ 
rassed by the insolence of the soldiers, and that, 
by removing them into Egypt, the soldiers have 
made a great profit by them. Out of regard there¬ 
fore to justice, and out of pity to those that have 
been tyrannized over, contrary to equity, I en¬ 
join those that have such Jews in their service 
to set them at liberty, upon the receipt of the 
before-mentioned surn; and that no one use any 
deceit about them, but obey what is here com¬ 
manded. And I will, that they give in their 
names, within three days after the publication of 
this edict, to such as are appointed to execute 
the same, and to produce the slaves before them 
also, for 1 think it will be for the advantage of my 
affairs: and let every one that will, inform against 
those that do not obey" this decree; and I will 
that their estates be confiscated into the king's 
treasury.” When this decree was read to the 
king, it at first contained the rest that is here in¬ 
serted, and omitted only those Jew’s that had for¬ 
merly been brought, and those brought after¬ 
ward, which had not been distinctly mentioned; 
so he added these clauses out of ins humanity", 
and with great generosity. He also gave order 
that the payment, which was likely to be done in 
a hurry, should be divided among the king’s 
ministers, and among the officers of his treasury. 
When this was over, wffiat the king had decreed 
was quickly brought to a conclusion; and this in 
no more than seven days’ time, the number of 
the talents paid for the captives being above four 
hundred and sixty, and this because their mas¬ 
ters required the [hundred and] twenty drachma* 
for thd* children also, the king having in effect 
commanded that these should be paid for, when 
he said in his decree that they should receive the 
forementioned sum for every’ slave. 

4. Now when this had been done after so mag¬ 
nificent a manner, according to the king’s incli¬ 
nations, he gave order to Demetrius to give him 
in writing his sentiments concerning the trans¬ 
cribing of the Jewish books, for no part of the 
administration is done rashly by these kings, but 
all things are managed with great circumspec¬ 
tion. On which account I have subjoined a copy’ 
of these epistles, and set down the multitude of 
the vessels sent as gifts [to Jerusalem,] and the 
construction of every" one, that the exactness of 

one hundred thousand slaves, and is nearly the same 
in Josephus and Aristeus, does hciter agree to twenty 
than to one hundred and twenty drachma*; and shire 
the value of a slave of old was, at the utmost, but thir¬ 
ty shekels, or sixty drachma:, see Exodus xxi. 32, 
while in the present circumstances of these Jewish 
slaves, and those eo very numerous, Philadelphus 
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the artificer’s workmanship, as it appeared to 
those that saw them, and which workman made 
every vessel, may be made manifest, and this 
on account of the excellency of the vessels 
themselves. Now the copy of the epistle was to 
this purpose; “Demetrius to the great king: 
When thou,0 king, gavest me a charge concern¬ 
ing the collection of books that were wanting to 
fill your library, and concerning the care that 
ought to be taken about such as are imperfect, I 
have used the utmost diligence about those mat¬ 
ters. And I let you know, that we want the 
books of the Jewish legislation, with some others; 
for they are written in the Hebrew characters, 
and being in the language of that nation, are to 
us unknown. It hath also happened to them, 
that they have been transcribed more carelessly 
than they ought to have been, because they 
have not had hitherto royal care taken about 
them. Now it is necessary" that thou shouldest 
have accurate copies of them. And indeed this 
legislation is full of hidden wisdom, and entirely 
blameless, as being the legislation of God: for 
which cause it is, as Hecateus of Abdera says, 
that the poets and historians make no mention of 
it, nor of those men that lead their lives accord¬ 
ing to it, since it is a holy law, and ought not to 
be published by profane mouths. If then it please 
thee, O king, thou ruayest write to the high priest 
of the Jews, to send six of the elders out of every 
tribe, and those such as are most skilful in the 
laws, that by their means we may- learn the clear 
and agreeing sense of these books; and may 
obtaia an accurate interpretation of their con¬ 
tents, and so may have such a collection of these 
as may be suitable to thv desire.” 

5. When this epistle was sent to the king, he 
commanded that an epistle should be drawn up 
for Eleazar, the Jewish high priest, concerning 
these matters; and that they snould inform him 
of the release of the Jews that had been in sla¬ 
very among them. He also sent fifty talents of 
gold for the making of large basons, and vials, 
and cups, and an immense quantity of precious 
stones. He also gave orders to those who had 
the custody of the chests that contained these 
stones, to give the artificers leave to choose out 
what sorts of them they pleased. He withal 
appointed, that a hundred talents in money 
should be sent to the temple for sacrifices, and 
for other uses. Now I will give a description 
of these vessels, and the manner of their con¬ 
struction, but not till after I have set down a 
copy of the epistle which was written to Eleazar 
the high priest, who had obtained that dignity 
on the occasion following: When Onias the high 
priest was dead, his son Simon became his suc¬ 
cessor. He was called Simon the Just,* because 
of both his piety towards God, and his kind dis¬ 
position to tnose of his own nation. When he 
was dead, and had left a voun® - son, who was 
called Onias, Simon’s brother Eleazar, of whom 
we are speaking, took the high priesthood; and 
he it was to whom Ptolemy wrote, and that in 
the manner following: “ King Ptolemy to Elea¬ 
zar the high priest, sendeth greeting: There are 
many Jewswno now dwell in mv kingdom, whom 
the Persians, when they were in power, carried 
captives. These were honored by my father; 
some of them he placed in the army, and gave 
them greater pay than ordinary: to others of 
them, w’hen they came with him into Egypt, he 
committed his garrisons, and the gunrJing of 
them, that they might be a terror to the Egyp¬ 
tians. And when 1 had taken the government, l 
treated all men with humanity, and especially 

would rather redeem them at a cheaper than at a dear¬ 
er rate,Ihere is great reason to prefer here Aristeus’* 
copies before Josephus’s. 

* We have a very ereal encomium of this Simon 
the Just , the son of Onias I. in the fiftieth chapter 
Ecclesiasticus, through the whole chapter. Nor is it 
proper to consult that chapter itself upon this occasion 
v 2 
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those that are thy fellow-citizens, of whom I 
have set free above a hundred thousand that 
were slaves, and paid the price of their redemp¬ 
tion to their masters out of my own revenues; 
and those that are of a fit age, I have admitted 
into the number of my soldiers. And for such as 
are capable of being faithful to me, and proper 
for my court, I have put them in such a post, as 
thinking this [kindness done to them] to be a 
very great and an acceptable gift, which I de¬ 
vote to God for his providence over me. And as 
I am desirous to Jo what will be grateful to these, 
and to all the oilier Jews in the habitable earth, 
I have determined to procure an interpretation 
of your law, and to have it translated out of 
Hebrew into Greek, and to be deposited in my 
library. Thou wilt therefore do well to choose 
out and send to me men of a good character, 
who are now elders in age, and six in number, 
out of every tribe. These, by their age, must 
he skilful in the laws, and of abilities to make an 
accurate interpretation of them: and when this 
shall be finished, I shall think that I have done a 
work glorious to myself. And I have sent to 
thee Andreas, the captain of my guard, and Aris- 
teus, men whom 1 have in very great esteem; 
by whom I have sent those first-fruits which 1 
have dedicated to the temple, and to the sacri¬ 
fices, and to other uses, to the value of a hundred 
talents. And if thou wilt send to us, to let us 
know what thou wouldest have further, thou wilt 
do a thing acceptable to me.” 

6. When this epistle of the king was brought 
to Eleazar, he wrote an answer to it with all the 
respect nossible: “Eleazar the high priest, to 
king Ptolemy, sendeth greeting: If thou and thy 
queen Arsinoe, and thy children, be well, we are 
entirely satisfied.* When we received thy epis¬ 
tle, we greatly' rejoiced at thy intentions; and 
when the multitude were gathered together, we 
read it to them, and thereby made them sensible 
of the piety thou hast towards God. We also 
showed them the twenty vials of gold, and thir¬ 
ty of silver, and the five large basons, and the 
table for the show-bread; as also the hundred 
talents for the sacrifices, and for the making what 
shall be needful at the temple. Which things 
Andreas and Aristeus, those most honored 
friends of thine, have brought us; and truly 
they are persons of an excellent character, and 
of great learning, and worthy of thy virtue. 
Know then, that we will gratify thee in what is 
for thy advantage, though we do what we used 
not to do before, for we ought to make a return 
for the numerous acts of kindness which thou 
hast done to our countrymen. We immediately 
therefore, offered sacrifices for thee and thy sis¬ 
ter, with thy children, and friends; and the'mul- 
liiude made prayers, that thy affairs may be to 
thy mind, and that thy' kingdom may be pre¬ 
served in peace, and that the translation of our 
law may come to the conclusion thou disirest, 
and be for thy advantage. We have also chosen 
six elders out of every tribe, whom we have sent, 
and the law with them. It will be thy part, out 
of thy piety and justice, to send back the law, 
when it hath been translated; and to return 
those to us that bring it in safety. Farewell.” 

7. This was the reply which the high priest 
made. But it does not sec in to me to be neces¬ 
sary to set down the names of the seventy [two] 
elders who were sent hy Kleazar, nnd carried 
the law, which yet were subjoined at the end of 
the epistle. However, 1 thought it not improper 
to give an account of those very valuable and 
artificially contrived vessels which the king 9 ent 
to God, that all may see how great a regard the 
king had for God; for the king allotved a vast 

* * When we have here and presently mention made of 
^hiladelphus’s queen and sisicr Arsinoe, we are to re¬ 
member, with Snanheim, that Arsinoe was both his 
lister and bis wife, according to the old custom of Per- 


deal of expenses for these vessels, and came 
often to the workmen, and viewed their works 
and suffered nothing of carelessness or negli¬ 
gence to be any damage to their operations. 
And I will relate how rich they were as well as 
I am able, although perhaps the nature of this 
history may not require such a description, but I 
imagine 1 shall thereby recommend the elegant 
taste and magnanimity of this king to those that 
read this history. 

8. And first I will describe what belongs to the 
table. It was indeed in the king’s mind to mako 
this table vastly large in its dimensions; but 
then he gave orders that they should learn what 
was the magnitude of the table which was 
already at Jerusalem, and how large it was, and 
whether there were a possibility of making one 
larger than it. And when he was iuformed how 
large that wa3 which was already there, and 
that nothing hindered but a larger might be 
made, be said, that “he was willing to. have one 
made that should be five times as Targe as the 
present table, but his fear was that it might be 
then useless in their sacred ministrations, by its 
too great largeness; for he desired that the gifts 
he presented them should not only be there for 
show, but should be useful also in their sacred 
ministrations.” According to which reasoning 
that the former table was made of so moderate a 
size for use, and not for want of gold, he re¬ 
solved that he would not exceed the former table 
in largeness; but would make it exceed it in the 
variety and elegance of its materials. And as he 
was sagacious in observing the nature of all 
things, and in having a just notion of what was 
new and surprising, and where there were no 
sculptures, he would invent such as were proper, 
by his own skill, and would show them to the 
workmen, he commanded that such sculptures 
should now be made, and that those which were 
delineated, should be most accurately formed by 
a constant regard to their delineation. 

9. When, therefore, the workmen had under¬ 
taken to make the table, they framed it in length 
two cubits [and a half,] in breadth one cubit, and 
in height one cubit and a half; and the entire 
structure of tile work was of gold. They withal 
made a crown of a handbreadth round it, with 
wavework wreathed about it, and with an eu- 
graving which imitated a cord, and was admira¬ 
bly turned on its three parts; for as they were 
of a triangular figure, every angle had the same 
disposition of its sculptures, that when you 
turned them about, the very same form of them 
was turned about without any variation. Now 
that part of the crowmvork that was enclosed 
under the table had its sculptures very beautiful, 
but that part which went round on the outside 
was more elaborately ndorned with ino9t beauti¬ 
ful ornaments, because it was exposed to sight, 
and to the view of the spectators; for which 
reason it was that both those sides which were 
extant above the rest, were acute; and none of 
the angles, which we before told you were three, 
appeared less than another, when the table was 
turned about. Now into the cordwork thus 
turned were precious stones inserted in rows 
parallel one to the other, enclosed in golden but¬ 
tons, which had ouches in them; but the parts 
which were on the side of the crown, and were 
exposed to the sight, were adorned with a roiv 
of oval figures obliquely placed, of the most 
excellent sort of precious stones, which imitated 
rods laid close, and encompassed the table round 
about. But under these oval figures, thus en¬ 
graven, the workmen had put a crown all round 
it, where the nature of all sorts of fruit was re¬ 
presented, insomuch that the bunches of grapes 

sia, and of Egypt at this very time; nay, of the Assy • 
rians long afterward. See Aniiq. h. xx. cli. ii. seel. 1, 
whence we have, upon the coins of I’hiladelpbus, thU 
known inscription, the divine brother and sister . 
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hung up. And when they had made the stones 
to represent all the kinds of fruit before men¬ 
tioned, and that each in its proper color, they 
made them fast with gold round the whole table. 
The like disposition of the oval figures, and of the 
engraved rods, was framed under the crown, that 
the table might on each side show the same ap¬ 
pearance ot variety and elegance of its orna¬ 
ments, so that neither the position of the wave- 
work nor of the crown might be differeot, al¬ 
though the table were turned on the other side, 
but that the prospect of the same artificial con¬ 
trivances might be extended as far as the feet; 
for there was made a plate of gold of four fingers 
broad, through the entire breadth of the table, 
into which they inserted the feet, and then fast¬ 
ened them to the table by buttons and button¬ 
holes, at the place where the crown was situate, 
that so on what side soever of the table one 
should stand, it might exhibit the very same view 
of the esquisite workmanship, and of the vast 
expenses bestowed upon it; but upon the table it¬ 
self they engraved a meander, inserting into it 
very valuable stones in the middle, like stars of 
various colors: the carbuncle and the emerald, 
each of which sent out agreeable rays of light to 
toie spectators; with such stones of other sorts 
also as were most curious and best esteemed, as 
being most precious in their kind. Hard by this 
meander a texture of net work ran round it, the 
middle of which appeared like a rhombus, into 
which were inserted rock crystal and amber, 
which, by the great resemblance of the appear¬ 
ance they made, gave wonderful delight to those 
that saw them. The chapiters of the feet imi¬ 
tated the first buddings of lilies, while their 
leaves were bent and laid under the table, but so 
that the chives were seen standing upright 
within them. Their bases were made of a car¬ 
buncle; and the place at the bottom, which rested 
on that carbuncle, was one palm deep, and eight 
fingers in breadth. Now they had engraven 
upon it with a very fine tool, and with a great 
deal of pains, a branch of ivy, and tendrils of the 
vine, sending forth clusters of grapes, that you 
would guess they were nowise different from 
real tendrils, for they were so very thin, and so 
very far extended at their extremities, that they 
were moved with the wind, and made one believe 
that they were the product of nature, and not 
the representation ot art. They also made the 
entire workmanship of the table appear to be 
threefold, while the joinls of the several parts 
were so united together as to be invisible, and 
the places where they joined could not be dis¬ 
tinguished. Now the thickness of the table was 
not less than half a cubit. So that this gift, by 
the king’s great generosity, by the great value 
of the materials, and the variety of its exquisite 
structure, and the artificer’s skill in imitating na¬ 
ture with graving tools, was at length brought to 
perfection, while the king was very desirous that 
though in largeness it were not to be different 
from that which was already dedicated to God, 
vet that in exquisite workmanship, and the no¬ 
velty of the contrivances, and in the splendor of 
its construction, it should far exceed it, and be 
more illustrious than that was. 

10. Now of the cisterns of gold there were two, 
whose sculpture was of scalework, from its basis 
to its belt-like circle, with various sorts of stone 
inchased in the spiral circles. Next to which 
there was upon it a meander of n cubit in height; 
it was composed of stones of all sorts of colors. 
And next to this was the rodwork engraven; 
and next to that was a rhombus in a texture of 
network, drawn out' to the brim of the bason, 
while small shields made of stones, beautiful in 
their kind, and of four fingers’ depth, filled up 
the middle parts. About the top of the bason 
were wreathed the leaves of lilies, and of the 
convolvulus, and the tendrils of vines, in a circu¬ 
lar manner. And this was the construction of 
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the two cisterns of gold, each containing two 
firkins. But those which were of silver were 
much more bright and splendid than looking- 
glasses, and you might in them see the images 
that fell upon them more plainly than in the 
other. The king also ordered thirty vials; those 
of which the-parts that were of gold, and filled 
up with precious stones, were shadowed over 
with leaves of ivy, and of vines, artificially en¬ 
graven. And these w f ere the vessels that w'ere 
after an extraordinary manner, brought to this 
perfection, partly by the skill of the workmen, 
who were admirable in such fine work, but much 
more by the diligence and generosity of the 
king, who not only supplied the artificers abun¬ 
dantly, and with great generosity, with what 
they wanted,'but he forbade public audiences for 
theVime, and came and stood by the workmen, 
and saw ? the whole operation. And this w r as the 
cause why the workmen were so accurate in 
their performance, because they had regard to 
the king, and to his great concern about the 
vessels, and so the more indefatigably kept close 
to the work. 

11. And these were what gifts w ere sent by 
Ptolemy to Jerusalem, and dedicated to God 
there. But when Eleazar the high priest had 
devoted them to God, and had paid due respect to 
those that brought them, and had given them 
presents to be carried to the king, he dismissed 
them. And when they w'ere come to Alexandria, 
and Ptolemy heard that they >vere come, and 
that the seventy elders were come also, he pre¬ 
sently sent for Andreas and Aristeus, his ambas¬ 
sadors, w'ho came to him, and delivered him the 
epistle which they had brought him from the 
high priest, and made answer to all the questions 
he put to them by w’ord of mouth. He then made 
haste to meet the elders that came from Jerusa¬ 
lem, for the interpretation of the laws; and he 
gave command, that every body, who came on 
other occasions, should be sent away, which was 
a thing surprising, and what he did not use to do, 
for those that were drawn thither upon such oc¬ 
casions used to come to him on the fifth day, but 
ambassadors at the month’s end. But w hen he 
had sent those away, he waited for these that 
were sent by Eleazar; but as the old men came 
in with the presents, which the high priest had 
given them to bring to the king, and with the 
membranes, upon which they had their law's 
written in golden letters,* lie put questions to 
them concerning those books; and when they 
had taken off the covers w herein they were wrapt 
up, they showed him the membranes. So the 
king stood admiring the thinness of those mem¬ 
branes, and the exactness of the junctures; which 
could not be perceived, (so exactly were they 
connected one with another;) and this he did for 
a considerable time. He then said that he re¬ 
turned them thanks for coming to him, and still 
greater thanks to him that sent them; and, above 
all, to that God w-hose laws they appeared to be. 
Then did the elders, and those that were present 
with them, cry out with one voice, and wished 
all happiness to the king. Upon which he fell 
into tears by the violence of tne pleasure he had, 
it being natural to men to afford the same indica¬ 
tions in great jov, that they do under sorrow 
And w'hen he had bidden them deliver the books 
to those that were appointed to receive them, he 
saluted the men; and said, that it was but iust to 
discourse, in the first place, of the errand they 
w'ere sent about, and then to address himself to 
themselves. He promised, however, that he 
would make this day on which they came to him 
remarkable and eminent every year through the 
w r hole course of his life; for their coming to him, 
and the victory which he gained over Antigonus 
by sea, proved to be on the very same day. He 

* The Talmudists say, that it is not lawful to write the 
law in letters of gold, contrary to this certain and very 
ancient example. See Hudson’s and Re!aud’s notes here. 
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also gave orders, that they should sup with him; 
and gave it in charge that they should have ex¬ 
cellent lodgings provided for them in the upper 
part of the city. 

12. Now he that was appointed to take care of 
the reception of strangers, Nicanor by name, 
called for Dorotheus, whose duty it was to make 
provision for them, and bade him prepare for 
every one of them what should be requisite for 
theirdiet and way of living. Which thing was or¬ 
dered by the king after this manner: he took 
care, that those that belonged to every city, 
which did not use the same way of living, that 
all things should be prepared for them according 
to the custom of those that came to him, that be¬ 
ing feasted according to the usual method of their 
own way of living, they might be the better 
pleased, and might not be uneasy at any thing 
done to them, from which they were naturally 
averse. And this was now done in the case of 
these men, by Dorotheus, who was put into this 
office, because of his great skill in such matters 
belonging to common life; for he took care of 
all such matters as concerned the reception of 
strangers, and appointed them double seats for 
them to sit on, according as the king had com¬ 
manded him to do; for he had commanded that 
half of their seats should be set at his right hand, 
and the other half behind his table, and took care 
that no respect should be omitted that could be 
shown them. And when they were thus set 
down, he bade Dorotheus to minister to all those 
that were come to him from Juclea after the man¬ 
ner they used to be ministered to: for whicli 
cause he sent away their sacred heralds, and 
those that slew the sacrifices, and the rest that 
used to say grace; but called to one of those that 
were come to him, whose name was Eleazar, who 
was a priest, and desired him to say grace,* who 
then stood in the midst of them, and prayed, 
“That all prosperity might attend Ihc king, and 
those that were his subjects.” Upon which an 
acclamation was made by the whole company 
with joy and a great noise: and when that was 
over, they fell to eating their supper, and to the 
enjoyment of what was set before them. And at 
a little interval afterward, when the kingthouglit 
a sufficient time had been interposed, he began 
to talk philosophically to them, and he asked 
every one of them a philosophical question,! and 
such a one as might give liglit in those inquiries: 
and when they had explained all the problems 
that had been proposed by the king, about every 
point, he was well pleased with their answers. 
Eliis took up the twelve days in which they were 
treated : and he that pleases may learn the par¬ 
ticular questions in that book of Aristeus, which 
he wrote on this very occasion. 

13. And while not the king only, but the phi¬ 
losopher lMcnedemus also, admired them, and 
said, “that all things were governed by Provi¬ 
dence ; and that it was probable that thence it 
was that such force and beauty was discovered in 
these men’s words," they then left off' asking 
any more such questions. Hut the king said 
that he hail gained very great advantages by 
their coming. Tor that he had received this profit 
from them, that he had learned how he ought to 
rule his subjects. And he gave order that they 
should have every one three talents given them, 
and that those that were to conduct them to their 

♦This is the most ancient example I have met with, 
of a tirncc, orsliori prayer, or thanksgiving, before meat; 
which, as it used io lie said l»y u heathen priest, was 
now said by E’onzar, n Jewish priesi, who was one of 
llmse seventy-two interpreters. The next example I 
have met with is that of the Hssenes, Of the War, h. ii. 
ch. vili. sect. 5, both before and after it; those of our 
Saviour before it, Mark viii. G ; John vi. 11,23, nnd St. 
Paul. Arts xxvii 35; and a form of such a grnre or 
prayer lor Christians, at llie end of the fifth book of 
ihe Apostolical Constitutions, which seems to have been 
Intended for both times, both before and after meat. 


lodgings should do it. Accordingly when three 
days were over, Demetrius took them, and went 
over the causeway seven furlongs. It was a 
bank in the sea, to an island. And when they 
had gone over the bridge, he proceeded to the 
northern parts, and showed them where they 
should meet, which was in a house that was 
built near the shore, and was a quiet place, and 
fit for their discoursing together about their 
work. When he had brought them thither, be 
entreated them, (now they had all things about 
them which they wanted lor the interpretation 
of their law,) that they would suffer nothing to 
interrupt them in their work. Accordingly, they 
made an accurate interpretation, with great zeal 
and great pains, and this they continued to do 
till the ninth hour of the day; after which time 
they relaxed, and took care of their body, while 
their food was provided for them in great plenty: 
besides, Dorotheus, at the king’s command, 
brought them a great deal of what was provided 
for the king himself. Butin the morning they 
came to the court and saluted Ptolemy, and then 
went away to their former place, where, when 
they had washed their hands,{ and purified them¬ 
selves, they betook themselves to the interpre¬ 
tation of the laws. Now when the law was 
transcribed, and the labor of interpretation was 
over, which came to its conclusion in seventy- 
two days, Demetrius gathered all the Jews to¬ 
gether to the place where the laws were transla¬ 
ted, and where the interpreters were, and read 
them over. The multitude did also approve of 
those elders that were the interpreters of the 
law. They withal commended Demetrius for 
his proposal, as the inventor of what was greatly 
for their happiness; and they desired that he 
would give leave to their rulers also to read the 
law. Moreover, they all, both the priests and the 
ancientest of the elders, and the principal men 
of their commonwealth, made it their request, 
that since the interpretation was happily finish¬ 
ed, it might continue in the state it now was, and 
might not be altered. And when they all com¬ 
mended that determination of theirs, they en¬ 
joined, that if any one observed either any thin°: 
superfluous, or any thing omitted, that he would 
take a view of it again, and have it laid before 
them and corrected; which was a wise action of 
theirs, that when the thing was judged to have 
been well done, it might continue for ever. 

14. So the king rejoiced, when lie saw (hat Ins 
design of this nature was brought to perfection 
to so great advantage; and he was chiefly de¬ 
lighted with hearing the laws read to him, and 
was astonished at the deep meaning and wisdom 
of the legislator. And he began to discourse 
with Demetrius, “ How it came to pass, that 
when this legislation was so wonderful, no one, 
either of the poets or of the historians, had 
made mention of it.” Demetrius made answer, 
that “no one durst be so bold as to louch upon 
the description of these laws, because they were 
divine and venerable, and because some that had 
attempted it were afflicted by God.” lie nlso 
told him, that “ Theopompus was desirous of 
writing somewhat about them, but was there¬ 
upon disturbed in his mind for above thirty days’ 
time; and upon some intermission nf his distem¬ 
per, lie appeased God [by prayer,] as suspecting 
that his madness proceeded Irom that cause." 

tThcy were rather political questions and answers, 
tending to the good and religious government of man¬ 
kind. 

1 This purification of the interpreters, by washing in 
the sea. before they prayed totJod, every morninz.and 
before they set about translating, may be compared with 
the like practice of Peter the apostle, in the recogni¬ 
tions of Clement, h. iv. cii. iii. and b. v. eh. xxxvi. and 
with the places oft be Proscucha;, or of prayer, which 
were sometimes built near the. sea or rivers also. Of 
which mntter, sec Antiq. b. xiv. chap. x. sect. 23, and 
Acta xvi. 13, 1G. 
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Nay, indeed, he further saw in a dream, that his 
distemper befell him while he indulged too great 
a curiosity about divine matters, and was desi¬ 
rous of publishing them among common men; 
but when he left off that attempt, he recovered 
his understanding again. Moreover, he informed 
him of Theodectes, the tragic poet, concerning 
whom it was reported, that when in a certain 
dramatic representation, he was desirous to make 
mention of things that were contained in the sa¬ 
cred books, he was afflicted with a darkness in 
his eyes: and that upon his being conscious of 
the occasion of his distemper, and appeasing 
God by prayer,] he was freecl from that affliction. 

15. And when the king had received these 
books from Demetrius, as we have said already, 
he adored them, and gave order that great care 
should be taken of them, that they might re¬ 
main uncorrupted. He also desired that the in¬ 
terpreters would come often to him out of Judea, 
and that both on account of the respects that he 
would pay them, and on account of the presents 
he would make them: for he said, “it was now 
but just to send them away, although, if of their 
0wo accord they would come to him hereafter, 
they should obtain all that their own wisdom 
might justly require, and what his generosity 
was able to give them.” So he then sent them 
away; and gave to every one of them three gar¬ 
ments of the best sort, and two talents of gold, 
and a cup of the value of one talent, and the fur¬ 
niture of the room wherein they were feasted. 
And these were the things he presented to them. 
But by them he sent to Eleazar, the high priest, 
ten beds, with feet of silver, and the furniture to 
them belonging, and a cup of the value of thirty 
talents; and besides these, ten garments, and pur¬ 
ple, and a very beautiful crown, and a hundred 
pieces of the finest woven linen; as also vials 
and dishes, and vessels for pouring, and two 
olden cisterns to be dedicated to God. He also 
esired him, by an epistle, that he would give 
these interpreters leave, if any of them were de¬ 
sirous of coming to him, because he highly valu¬ 
ed a conversation with men of such learning; and 
should be very willing to lay out his wealth upon 
such men. And this was what came to the Jews, 
and was much to their glory and honor, from 
Ptolemy Philadelphus. 

CHAP. III. 

How the Kings of Asia honored the Nation of 
the Jews , and made them Citizens of those 
Cities which they built. 

§ 1. The Jews also obtained honors from the 
kings of Asia, when they became their auxilia¬ 
ries; for Seleucus Nicator made them citizens in 
those cities which he built in Asia; and in the 
Lower Syria, and in the metropolis itself, Anti¬ 
och; and gave them privileges equal to those of 
the Macedonians and Greeks, who were the in¬ 
habitants, insomuch that these privileges con¬ 
tinue to this very day: an argument for which 
you have in this, that whereas the Jews do not 
make use of oil prepared by foreigners,* they 
receive a certain sum of money from the proper 
officers beloDgiug to their exercises as the value 
of that oil; which money, when the people of 
Antioch would have deprived them of, in the last 
war, Mucianus, who was then president of Sy¬ 
ria, preserved it to them. And when the people 
of Alexandria and of Antioch did after that, at 
♦The use of oil was much greater, and the dona¬ 
tives of it much more valuable in Judea and the neigh¬ 
boring countries than it is amongst us. It was also in 
the days of Josephus thought unlawful for Jews to 
make use of any oil that was prepared by heathens, per¬ 
haps, on account of some superstitions intermixed with 
Sts preparation by those heathens. When therefore the 
neatliens were to make them a donative of oil, they 
paid them money instead of it. See Of the War, 
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the time that Vespasian and Titus his son go¬ 
verned the habitable earth, pray that these privi¬ 
leges of citizens might be taken away, they did 
not obtain their request. In which behavior 
any one may discern the equity and generosity 
of the Romans,f especially of Vespasian and Ti¬ 
tus, who, although they had been at a great deal 
of pains in the war against the Jews, and were 
exasperated against them, because they did not 
deliver up their weapons to them, but continued 
the war to the very last, yet they did not take 
away any of their forementioned privileges be¬ 
longing to them as citizens, but restrained their 
anger; and overcame the prayers of the Alexan¬ 
drians and Antiochians, who were a very power¬ 
ful people, insomuch that they did not yield to 
them, neither out of their favor to those people 
nor out of their old grudge at those whose wick¬ 
ed opposition they had subdued in the war; nor 
woula they alter any of the ancient favors 
granted to the Jews, but said, that those who 
had borne arms against them, and fought them, 
had suffered punishment already, and that it was 
not just to deprive those that had not offended 
of the privileges they enjoyed. 

2. We also know that Marcus Agrippa was of 
the like disposition towards the Jews: for when 
the people of Ionia were very angry at them, 
and besought Agrippa that they, and they only, 
might have those privileges of citizens which 
Antiochus, the grandsou of Seleucus, (who by 
the Greeks was called ‘the god,’) had bestowed 
on them; and desired that if the Jews were to 
be joint partakers with them, they might be 
obliged to worship the gods they themselves 
worshipped: but when these matters were 
brought to trial, the Jews prevailed, and obtain¬ 
ed leave to make use of their own customs, and 
this under the patronage of Nicolaus of Damas¬ 
cus; for Agrippa gave sentence, that he could 
not innovate. Ana if any one hath a mind to 
know this matter accurately, let him peruse the 
hundred and twenty-third and hundred and twen¬ 
ty fourth book of the history of this Nicolaus. 
Now, as to (his determination of Agrippa, it is 
not so much to be admired, for at this tune our 
nation had not made war against the Romans. 
But one may well be astonished at the generosity 
of Vespasian and Titus, that after so great wars 
and contests which they had from us, they should 
use such moderation. But I will now return to 
that part of my history whence I made the pre¬ 
sent digression. 

3. Now it happened, that in the reign of An 
tiochus the Great, who ruled over all Asia, that 
the Jews, as well as the inhabitants of Coelosy- 
ria, suffered greatly, and their land was sorely 
harassed: for while he was at war with Ptolemy 
Pliilopater, and with his sou, who was called Epi- 
ihanes, it fell out, that these nations were equal- 
y sufferers, both when he was beaten, and when 
he beat the others: so that they were very like 
to a ship in a storm, which is tossed by the waves 
on both sides; and just thus were they in their 
situation in the middle between Antiochus’s pros¬ 
perity and its change to adversity. But at length, 
when Antiochus had beaten Ptolemy, he seized 
upon Judea; and when Pbilopatcr was dead, his 
son sent out a great army under Scopas, the ge¬ 
neral of his forces, against the inhabitants of 
Coelosyrin, who took many of their cities, and in 
particular our nation, which, when he fell upon 
them, went over to him. Yet was it not long 
1). ii. chap. xxi. sect. 2; the Life of Josephus, sect. 
13; and Hudson's note on the place before us. 

f This, and the like great and Just characters of the 
justice and equity and gencrosily of the old Romans, 
both to the Jews and olhcrconquercd nations, afford us 
n very good reason why Almighty God. upon ihe re¬ 
jection of the Jews for their wickedness, chose them for 
his people, and first established Christianity in that 
empire. Of which matter see Josephus here, sect. 2; as 
also Antiq. b. xiv. cli. x. sect. 22,23; b. xvi. cli. ii sect. 4, 
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afterward when Antiochus overcame Scopas, in 
a battle fought at the fountains of Jordan, and 
destroyed a great part of his army. But after¬ 
ward, when Antiochus subdued those cities of 
Coelosyria, which Scopas had gotten into his pos¬ 
session, and Samaria with them, the Jews of 
their own accord went over to him, and received 
him into the city [Jerusalem,] and gave plentiful 
provision to all his army, and to nis elephants, 
and readily assisted him when he besieged the 

f arrison which w r as in the citadel of Jerusalem. 

Vherefore Antiochus thought it but just to re¬ 
quite the Jews’ diligence and zeal in his service: 
so he wrote to the generals of his armies, and to 
his friends, and gave testimony to the good be¬ 
havior of the Jews towards him, and informed 
them what rewards he had resolved to bestow on 
them for that their behavior. I will set down 
presently the epistles themselves, which he wrote 
to the generals concerning them, but will first 
produce the testimonies of Polybius of Megalo¬ 
polis, for thus does he speak in the sixteenth 
book of his history: “Now Scopas, the general 
of Ptolemy’s army, went in haste to the superior 
parts of the country, and in the winter time 
overthrew the nation of the Jews. He also saith, 
in the same book, that when Scopas was con¬ 
quered by Antiochus, Antiochus received Bata- 
nea and Samaria, and Abila and Gadara; and 
that, a while afterward, there came in to him 
those Jews that inhabited near that temple which 
was called Jerusalem, concerning which, al¬ 
though I have more to say, and particularly con¬ 
cerning the presence of God about that temple, 
yet do I put oflf that history till another opportu¬ 
nity.” This it is which Polybius relates. But we 
will return to the series of the history, when we 
have first produced the epistles of king Antio¬ 
chus: “King Antiochus to Ptoiemy, sendeth 
greeting: since the Jews, upon our first entrance 
on their country, demonstrated their friendship 
towards us; and when we came to their city [Je¬ 
rusalem,] received us in a splendid manner, and 
came to meet us with their senate, and gave 
abundance of provisions to our soldiers, ana to 
the elephants, and joined with us in ejecting the 
arrison of the Egyptians that were in the cita- 
el, we have thought fit to reward them, and to 
retrieve the condition of their city, which hath 
been greatly depopulated by such accidents as 
have befalle-i its inhabitants, and to bring those 
that have been scattered abroad back to the city. 
And, in the first place, we have determined, on 
account of their piety towards God, to bestow on 
them, as a pension, lor their sacrifices of animals 
that are fit for sacrifice, for wine, and oil, and 
frankincense, the value of twenty thousand pieces 
of silver, and [six] sacred artabrce of fine flour, 
with one thousand four hundred and sixty me* 
dimni of wheat, and three hundred and seventy- 
five medium! of salt. And these payments I 
would have fully paid them, as I have sent or¬ 
ders to you. I would also have the work about 
the temple finished, and the cloisters, and if 
there be any thing else that ought to be rebuilt. 
And for the materials of wood, let it be brought 
them out of Judea itself, and out of the other 
countries, and out of Libanus, tax free: and the 
same I would have observed as to those other 
materials which will be necessary, in order to 
render the temple more glorious. And let all of 
that nation live according to the laws of their 
own country; and let the senate and the priests, 
and the scribes of the temple, and the sacred 
singers, be discharged from poll-money and the 
crown tax, and other taxes also. And that the 
City may the sooner recover its inhabitants, I 
grant a discharge from taxes for three years to 
its present inhabitants, and to such as shall come 
to it, until the month llyperberetaeus. We also 
discharge them for the future from a third part 
of their taxes, that the losses they have sustain¬ 
ed may be repaired. And all those citizens that 


have been carried away, and are become slaves, 
we grant them and their children their freedom; 
and give order that their substance be restored 
to them.” 

4. And these were the contents of this epistle. 
He also published a decree, through all his king¬ 
dom, in honor of the temple, which contained 
what follows: “ It shall be lawful for no foreign¬ 
er to come within the limits of the temple round 
about; which thing is forbidden also to the Jews, 
unless to those who, according to their own cus¬ 
tom, have purified themselves. Nor let any flesh 
of horses, or of mules, or of asses, be brought 
into the city, whether they be wild or tame; nor 
that of leopards, or foxes, or hares, and, in gene¬ 
ral, that ol any animal which is forbidden for the 
Jews to eat. Nor let their skins be brought into 
it; nor let any such animal be bred up in the city. 
Let them only be permitted to use tne sacrifices 
derived from their forefathers, with which they 
have been obliged to make acceptable atone¬ 
ments to God. And he that transgresseth any of 
these orders, let him pay to the priests three 
thousand drachmae of silver.” Moreover, this 
Antiochus bare testimony to our piety and fide¬ 
lity, in an epistle of his, written when he was 
informed of a sedition in Phrygia and Lydia, at 
which time he was in the superior provinces, 
wherein he commanded Zeuxis, the general of 
his forces, and his most intimate friend, to send 
some of our nation out of Babylon into Phry¬ 
gia. The epistle was this: “ King Antiochus to 
Zeuxis, his Father, seadeth greeting: If you are 
in health it is well. 1 also am in health. Having 
been informed that a sedition is arisen in Lybia 
and Phrygia, I thought that matter required 
great care; and upon advising with my friends 
what was fit to be done, it hath been thought 
proper to remove two thousand families of Jews, 
with their effects, out of Mesopotamia and Baby¬ 
lon, unto the castles and places that He most con¬ 
venient; for I am persuaded that they will he 
well-disposed guardians of our possessions, be¬ 
cause ol their piety towards God, and because I 
know that my predecessors have borne witness 
to them, that they are faithful, and with alacrity 
do what the)' are desired to do, I will there¬ 
fore, though it be a laborious work, that thou 
remove these Jews, under a promise, that they 
shall be permitted to use their own laws. And 
when thou shalt have brought them to the places 
forementioned, thou shalt give every one of their 
families a place for building their houses, and a 
portion of land for their husbandry, and for the 
plantation of their vines; and thou shalt dis¬ 
charge them from paying taxes of the fruits of 
the earth for ten years: and let them have a pro¬ 
per quantity of wheat for the maintenance of 
their servants, until they receive bread-corn out 
of the earth; also let a sufficient share be given 
to such as minister to them in the necessaries of 
life, that by enjoying the effects of our humanity, 
they may show themselves the more willing and 
ready about our affairs. Take care likewise of 
that nation, as far as thou art able, that they may 
not have any disturbance given them by any 
one.” Now these testimonials which l have pro¬ 
duced, are sufficient to declare the friendship 
that Antiochus the Great bare to the Jews. 

CHAP. IV. 

How Antiochus made a league with Ptolemy; 
and how Onias provoked Ptolemy Euergetes to 
Anger: and how Joseph brought all things 
right again, and entered into Friendship with 
him; and what other things were done by Jo¬ 
seph and his sojl Ilyrcanus. 

$ 1. After this, Antiochus made a friendship 
and a league with Ptolemy; and gave him his 
daughter Cleopatra to wife, and yielded up to 
him Coelosyria, aud Samaria, and Judea, and 
Phoenicia, by way of dowry. And updn the di- 
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vision of the taxes between the two kings, all 
the principal men farmed the taxes of their 
several countries, and, collecting the sum that 
was settled for them, paid the same to the [two] 
kings. Now at this time the Samaritans were in 
a flourishing condition, and much distressed the 
Jews, cutting off parts of their land, and carry¬ 
ing off slaves. Tnis happened when Onias was 
high priest; for after Fleazar’s death, his uncle 
Manasseh took the priesthood, and, after he had 
ended his life, Onias received that dignity. He 
was the son of Simon, who was called the Just, 
which Simon was the brother of Eleazar, as I 
said before. This Onias was one of a little soul, 
and a great lover of money; and for that reason, 
because he did not pay the tax of twenty talents 
of silver, which his forefathers paid to these 
kings out of their own estates, he provoked king 
Ptolemy Euergetes to anger, who was the father 
of Philopater. Euergetes sent an ambassador to 
Jerusalem, and complained that Onias did not 
pay his taxes, and threatened, that if he did not 
receive them, he would seize upon their land, 
and send ^soldiers to live upon it. When the 
Jews heard this message of the king, they were 
confounded; but so sordidly covetous was Onias, 
that nothing of this nature made him ashamed. 

2. There was now one Joseph, young in age, 
but of great reputation among the people of Je¬ 
rusalem, for gravity, prudence, and justice. His 
father’s name was Tobias; and his mother was 
the sister of Onias the high priest, who informed 
him of the coming of the ambassador; for he 
was then sojourning at a village named Phicol, 
where he was born.* Hereupon he came to the 
city [Jerusalem,] and reproved Onias for not ta¬ 
king care of the preservation of his countrymen, 
but bringing the nation into dangers, by not pay¬ 
ing this money. For which preservation of 
them, he told him he had received the authority 
over them, and had been made high priest: but 
that in case he was so great a lover of money 
as to endure to see his country in danger on that 
account, and his countrymen suffer the greatest 
damages, he advised him to go to the king, and 
petition him to remit either the whole, or a part 
of the sum demanded. Onias’s answer was this, 
that he did not care for his authority, and that lie 
was ready, if the thing were practicable, to lay 
down his high priesthood; and that he would not 
go to the king, because he troubled not himself 
at all about such matters. Joseph then asked 
him, if he would not give him leave to go am¬ 
bassador oil behalf of the nation? He replied, 
that he would give him leave. Upon which Jo¬ 
seph went up into the temple, and called the 
multitude together to a congregation, and ex¬ 
horted them not to be disturbed or affrighted be¬ 
cause of his uncle Onias’s carelessness, but de¬ 
sired them to be at rest, and not terrify them¬ 
selves with fear about it; for be promised them 
that he would be theirambassador to the king, and 
persuade him that they had done him no wrong. 
And when the multitude heard this, they return¬ 
ed thanks to Joseph. So he .went down from 
the temple, and treated Ptolemy’s ambassador 
in a hospitable manner. He also presented him 
with rich gifts, and feasted him magnificently for 
many days, and then sent him to the king before 
him, and told him that lie would soon follow him: 
ior he was now more willing to go to the king, 
by the encouragement of the ambassador, who 
earnestly persuaded him to come into Egypt; 
and promised him that he would take care that 
he should obtain every thing that lie desired of 
Ptolemy, for he was highly pleased with his 
frank and liberal temper, and with the gravity of 
his deportment. 

3. When Ptolemy’s ambassador was come into 

*Tlic name of this place, Phicol, is the very same 
with that of the chief-raptain of Abimeleeli’s host, in 
the daysof Abraham, Gen. xxi. 22, and might possibly 
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Egypt, he told the king of the thoughtless tem¬ 
per of Onias, and informed him of the goodueM 
of the disposition of Joseph, and that he was 
coming to him, to excuse the multitude, as not 
having done him any harm, for *hat he was their 
patron. In short, he was so very large in his en¬ 
comiums upon the young man, that ne disposed 
both the king and his wife Cleopatra to have a 
kindness for him before he came. So Joseph 
sent to bis friends at Samaria, and borrowed 
money of them, and got ready what was neces¬ 
sary for his journey, garments, and cups, and 
beasts for burden, which amounted to about 
twenty thousand drachmae, and *wcnt to Alex¬ 
andria. Now it happened, that at this time all 
the principal men and rulers went up out of the 
cities of Syria and Phoenicia, to bid for their 
taxes; for every year the king sold them to the 
men of the greatest power in every city. So 
these men saw Joseph journeying on the way, 
and laughed at him for his poverty and meanness. 
But when he came to Alexandria, and heard that 
king Ptolemy was at Memphis, he went up thi¬ 
ther to meet with him, w r hich happened as the 
king was sitting in his chariot, with his wife, and 
with his friend Athenion, who was the very 
person who had been ambassador at Jerusalem, 
and been entertained by Joseph. As soon there¬ 
fore as Athenion saw him, ne presently made 
him known to the king, how good and generous 
a young man he was. So Ptolemy saluted him 
first, and desired him to come up into his cha¬ 
riot; and as Joseph sat there, he began to com¬ 
plain of the management of Onias. To which he 
answered, Forgive him, on account of his age, 
for thou canst not certainly be unacquainted 
with this, that old men and infants have their 
minds exactly alike; but thou shalt have from 
us, who are young men, every thing thou de- 
sirest, and shalt nave no cause to complain. 
With this good humor and pleasantry of the 
young man the king was so delighted, that he 
began already, as though he had long expe¬ 
rience of him, to have a still greater affection for 
him. insomuch that he bade him take his diet in 
the king’s palace, and be a guest at his own ta¬ 
ble every day. But when the king was come to 
Alexandria, the principal men of Syria saw him 
sitting with the king, and were much offended at it. 

4. And when the day came, on which the king 
was to let tlse taxes of the cities to farm, anu 
those that were the principal men of dignity in 
their several countries were to bid for them, the 
sum of the taxes together of Coelos^ria and 
Phoenicia, and Judea, with Samaria, las they 
were bidden for,] came to eight thousand talents. 
Hereupon Joseph accused the bidders, as having 
agreed together to estimate the value of the 
taxes at too low a rate; and he promised, that he 
would himself give twice as much for them; but 
for those who did not pay, he would send the 
king their whole substance: for this privilege 
was sold together with the taxes themselves. 
The king was pleased to hear that oiler; and 
because it augmented his revenues, he said he 
would confirm the sale of the taxes to him. But 
when lie asked him this question, Whether he 
had any sureties, that would be bound for the 
payment of the money? he answered very plea¬ 
santly, I will give such security, mid those of 
persons good and responsible, and which you 
shall have no reason to distrust. And whe.i he 
bade him name them, who they were, he replied, 
I give thee no other persons, O king, for my 
sureties, than thyself mid this thy wife; and you 
shall be security* for both parties. So Ptolemy 
laughed at the proposal, nnd granted him the 
farming of the taxes without any sureties. This 
procedure was a sore grief to those that came 

lie the plarc of that Phirol’s nativily or abode; for it 
seems to have been in tlic south part of Palestine, as 
that was. 
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from the cities intc Egypt, who were utterly 
disappointed; and they returned every one to 
their own country with shame. 

5. But Joseph took with him two thousand 
foot soldiers from the king, for he desired he 
might have some assistance, in order to force 
such a9 were refractory in the cities to pay. And 
borrowing of the king's friends at Alexandria 
five hundred talents, he made haste back in¬ 
to Syria. And when he was at Askelon, and 
demanded the taxes of the people uf Askelon, 
they refused to pay any thing; and affronted 
him also: uppn which he seized upon about 
twenty of the principal men, and slew them, and 
gathered what they had together, and sent it all 
to the king, ami informed him what he had done. 
Ptolemy udmired the prudent conduct of the 
man, and commended him for what he had done; 
and gave him leave to do as he pleased. When 
the Syrians heard of this, they were astonished; 
and having before them a sad example in the 
men of Askelon that were slain, they opened 
their gates, and willingly admitted Joseph, and 
paid their taxes. And when the inhabitants of 
scythopolis attempted to affront him, and would 
not pay him those taxes which they formerly 
used to pay, without disputing about them, he 
slew also the principal men of that city, and sent 
their effects to the king. By this means he 
gathered great wealth together, and made vast 
gains by this farming of the taxes: and he made 
use of what estate he had thus gotten, in order 
to support his authority, as thinking it a piece of 
prudence to keep what had been the occasion and 
foundation of his present good fortune; and this 
he did by the assistance of what he was already 
possessed of, for he privately sent many presents 
to the king, and to Cleopatra, and to their friends, 
and to all that were powerful about the court, and 
thereby purchased their good-will to himself. 

6. This good fortune he enjoyed for twenty- 
two years; and was become the father of seven 
sons, by one wife: he had also another son, 
whose name was Hyrcanus, by his brother Soly- 
rnius’s daughter, whom he married on the follow¬ 
ing occasion. He once came to Alexandria with 
his brother, who had along with him n daughter 
already marriageable, in order to give her in 
wedlock to some of the Jews of chief dignity 
there. He then supped with the king, and falling 
in love with an actress that was of great beauty, 
and came into the room where they feasted, he 
told his brother of it, and entreated him, because 
a Jew is forbidden by their law to come near to a 
foreigner, to conceal his offence, and to bs kind 
and subservient to him, and to give him an op¬ 
portunity of fulfilling his desires. Upon which 
nis brother willingly entertained the proposal of 
serving him, and adorned his own daughter, and 
brought her to him by night, and put her into his 
bed. And Joseph, being disordered with drink, 
knew not who she was, and so lay with his bro¬ 
ther's daughter; and this did lie many times, and 
loved her exceedingly, and said to his brother, 
that he loved this ae’tre«s so well, that he should 
rou the hazard of his life [if lie must part with 
her,] and yet probably the king would not give 
him leave [to take her with him.] But his bro¬ 
ther bade him be in no concern about that 
matter, and told him, he might enjoy her whom 
he loved without any danger, and might have her 
for his wife; and opened the truth of the matter 
to him. and assured him that he chose rather to 
have his own daughter abused than to overlook 
him, and see him come to [public] disgrace. So 
Joseph commended him for this his brotherly 
love, and married his daughter, and by her be¬ 
gat a non, whose name was Hyrcanus, as we 
said before. And when this Ins youngest son 
showed, at thirteen y ears old, a mind that was 
ho*.h courageous aim wise, and was greatly en- 
vieJ by his brethren, as being of a gf nitis much j 
above them, and such a one as they might well | 


envy, Joseph had once a mind to know which of 
his sons had the best disposition to virtue; and 
when he scut them severally to those that hart 
then the best reputation for instructing youth, 
the rest of his children, by reason of their sloth, 
and unwillingness to lake pains, returned to him 
foolish and unlearned. After them he sent out 
the youngest, Hyrcanus, and gave him three 
hundred yoke of oxen, and bade him go two 
days’ journey into the wilderness, and sow the 
land there, and yet kept back privately the yokes 
of the oxen that coupled them together. When 
Hyrcanus came to the place, and found he had 
no yokes with him, he contemned the drivers of 
the oxen, who advised him to send home to his 
father, to bring them some yokes; but he, think¬ 
ing that he ought not to lose his time, while they 
should be sent to bring him the yokes, he in¬ 
vented a kind of stratagem, and what suited an 
age elder than his own; for lie slew ten yoke of 
the oxen, and distributed their flesh among the 
laborers, and cut their hides into several pie¬ 
ces, a*d made him yokes, and yoked the oxen to¬ 
gether with them; by which means he sowed as 
much land as his father had appointed him to 
sow, and returned to him. And when he was 
come back, his father was mightily pleased with 
his sagacity, and commended the sharpness of his 
understanding, and his boldness in what he did. 
And he still loved him the more, as if he were 
his only genuine son, while his brethren were 
much troubled at it. 

7. But when one told him that Ptolemy had a 
son just born, and that all the principal men of 
Syria, and the other countries subject to him, 
were to keep a festival, on account of the chiIJ’s 
birthday, and went away in haste with great re¬ 
tinues to Alexandria, he was himself indeed hin¬ 
dered from going by old age, but he made trial 
of his sons, whether any of them would be will¬ 
ing to go to the king. And when the elder sous 
excused themselves from going, and sard, tlu*v 
were not courtiers good enough for such conver¬ 
sation, and advised him to send their brother 
Hyrcanus, he gladly hearkened to that advice; 
and called Hyrcanus, and asked him whether he 
would go to the king; and whether it was agree¬ 
able to him to go or not? And upon his promise 
that he would go, ami his saying that he would 
not want much money tor his journey, because 
he would live moderately, and that ten thousand 
drachma; would be sufficient, he was pleased 
with his son’s prudence. After a little while, the 
son advised his father not to send his presents to 
the king from thence, but to give him a letter to 
hi» steward at Alexandria, that he might furnish 
him with money, for purchasing what would be 
most excellent and most pr«ciou«. So he, think¬ 
ing that the expense of ten talents would be 
enough for prosenls to he made the king, and com¬ 
mending his son as giving him good advice, wrote 
to Arion his steward, that managed all his money 
matters at Alexandria; which money was not 
less than three thousand talents on his account, 
for Joseph sent the money he received in Syria 
to Alexandria. And when the day appointed for 
the payment of the taxes to the king came, he 
wrote to Arion to pay them. So when the son 
had asked bis father for n letter to this steward, 
and had rereived it, he made haste to Alexandria. 
And when he was gone, his bri tliren wrote to all 
the king’s friends, that they should destroy him. 

8. lint when he was come to Alexandria, he 
delivered his letter to Arion, who asked him how 
many talents he would have? (hoping he would 
nsk for no more than ten, or a little more,) he 
said he wanted a thousand talents. At which the 
steward was angry, and rebuked him, as one 
that intended to live extravagantly; and he let 
him know how his father had gathered together 
his estate by pain«taking, and resisting his in¬ 
clinations. ana wished him to imitate the exam¬ 
ple of his father: he assured him withal, that he 
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would give him but ten talents, and that for a 
present to the king also. The son was irritated 
at this, and threw Arion into prison. But when 
Arion’s wife had informed Cleopatra of this, with 
her entreaty that she would rebuke the child for 
what he had done, (for Arion was in great 
esteem with her,) Cleopatra informed the king 
of it. And Ptolemy sent for Iiyrcanus, and 
told him, that “he wondered when he was sent 
to him by his father, that he had not yet come 
into his presence, but had laid the steward in 
prison.” And he gave order, therefore, that he 
should come to him, and give an account of the 
reason of what he had done. And they report, 
that the answer he made to the king’s messen¬ 
ger was this: that “ there was a law of his that 
forbade a child that was born to taste of the sa¬ 
crifice before he had been at the temple and sa¬ 
crificed to God. According to which way of rea¬ 
soning he did not himself come to him in expec¬ 
tation of the present he was to make to him, as 
to one who had been his father’s benefactor; and 
that he had punished tile slave for disobeying 
his commands, for that it mattered not whether 
a master was little or great: so that unless we 
punish such as these, thou thyself mayest also 
expect to be despised by thy subjects.” Upou 
hearing this his answer, fie fell a laughing, and 
wondered at the great soul of the child. 

9. When Arion was apprised that this was the 
king’s disposition, and that he had no way to 
help himself, he gave the child a thousand ta¬ 
lents, and was let out of prison. So after three 
days were over, Hyrcanus came and saluted the 
king and queen. They saw him with pleasure, 
and feasted him in an obliging manner, out of 
the respect they bare to his father. So he came 
to the merchants privately, and bought a hun¬ 
dred boys that had learning, and were in the 
flower of their ages, each at a talent apiece; as 
also he bought a hundred maidens, each at the 
same price as the other. And when he was in¬ 
vited to feast with the king among the principal 
men of the country, he sat down the lowest of 
them all, because he was little regarded, as a 
child in age still; and this by those who placed 
every one according to their dignity. Now when 
all those that sat with him had laid the bones of 
the several parts on a heap before Hyrcanus, 
(for they had themselves taken away the flesh 
belonging to them) till the table where he sat was 
filled full with them; Trypho, who was the 
king’s jester, and was appointed for jokes and 
laughter at festivals, was now asked by the 
guests that sat at the table [to expose liim to 
laughter.] So he stood by tne king, and said, 
“Dost thou not see, my lord, the bones that lie 
by Hyrcanus? by this similitude thou mayest 
conjecture that his father made all Syria as bare 
as he hath made these bones.” And the king 
laughing at what Trypho said, and asking of 
Hyrcanus, “IIow he came to have so many 
bones before him?” he replied, “Very rightfully, 
my lord: for they are dogs that eat the flesh and 
the bones together, as these thy guesls have 
done, (looking in the mean time at those guests,) 
for there is nothing before them; but they are 
men that eat the flesh, and cast away the bones, 
as I, who am also a man, have now done.” Upon 
which the king admired at his answer, which 
was so wisely made; and bade them all make 
an acclamation, as a mark of their approbation 
of his jest, which was a truly facetious one. On 
the next day Iiyrcanus went to every one of the 


king’s friends, and of the men powerful at court, 
and saluted them; but still inquired of the ser¬ 
vants what present they would make the king 
on his son’s birthday; and when some said that 
they would give twelve talents, and that others 
of greater dignity would every one give accord¬ 
ing to the quantity of their riches, he pretended 
to every one to be grieved that he was not able 
to bring so large a present; for that he had no 
more than five talents. And when the servants 
heard what he said, they told their masters, and 
they rejoiced in the prospect that Joseph would 
be disapproved, and would make the king angry, 
by the smallness of his present. When the day 
came, the others, even those that brought the 
most, offered the king not above twenty talents, 
but Hyrcanus gave to every one of the’hundred 
boys, and hundred maidens that he had bought, 
a talent apiece, forthem to earn , and introduced 
them, the boys to the king, and the maiatas to 
Cleopatra: every body wondering at the unex¬ 
pected richness of the presents, even tbe king 
and queen themselves. He also presented those 
that attended about the king with gifts to the 
value of a great number of talents, that he might 
escape the danger he was in from them; for to 
these it was that Ilyrcanus’s brethren had writ¬ 
ten to destroy him. Now Ptolemy admired at 
the youn^ man’s magnanimity, and commanded 
him to ask what gift he pleased. But he desired 
nothing else to be done for him by the king than 
to write to his father and brethren about him. 
So when the king had pnid him very great re¬ 
spects, and had given him very large gifts, and 
had written to his father and his brethren, and 
all his commanders and officers about him, he 
sent him away. But when his brethren heard 
that Hyrcanus had received such favors from 
the king, and was returning home with great 
honor, they went out to meet hiiu, and to de¬ 
stroy him, and that with the privity of their fa¬ 
ther; for he was angry at him for the [large] sum 
of money that he bestowed for presents, and so 
had no concern for his preservation. However, 
Joseph concealed the anger he had at his son, 
out of fear of the king. And when Ilyrcanus’s 
brethren came to fight him, he slew many others 
of those that were with them; as also two of bis 
brethren themselves, but the rest of them escaped 
to Jerusalem to their father. But when Hvrca¬ 
nus came to the city, where nobody would re¬ 
ceive him, he was afraid fur himself, and retired 
beyond the river Jordan, and there abode, but 
obliging the barbarians to pay their taxes. 

10. At this time Selencus, who was called So- 
ter, reigned over Asia, being the son of Antiochus 
the Great. And [now] Hyrcanus’s father Joseph 
died. He was a good man, and of great magna¬ 
nimity; and brought the Jew9 out of a state of 
poverty and meanness, to one that was more 
splendid. He retained the farm of the taxes of 
Syria, and Phoenicia, and Samaria, twenty-two 
years. His uncle also, Onias, died [about this 
time,] and left the high priesthood to his son 
Simon. And when he was dead, Onias his son 
succeeded him in that dignity. To him it was 
that A reus, king of the Lacedemonians, sent an 
embassage, with an epistle; the copy whereof 
here follows: “Arens, king of the Lacedemo¬ 
nians, to Onias, sendeth greeting: We have met 
with a certain writing, whereby uc have dis¬ 
covered that both the Jews and the Lacedemo¬ 
nians are of one stock, and nre derived from the 
kindred of Abraham.* It is but just, therefore. 


* Whenre it romes that these Lacedemonians declare 
themselves here to le of kin to the Jews, ns derived 
from the same ancestor, Ahrahain, I cannot tell, unless, 
as Grotiussupposes, they were derived from the Pores, 
that came of the Pelasgi. These are by Herodotus called 
barbarians, and perhaps were derived from the Sy¬ 
rians and Arabians, ti e posterity of Vraham hv Ke- 
turali.—Pee Ant. h. xvi.rh. x. sert.22;and Of the War, 
b. i. ch. x.w sect. 1; and Grot, on 1 Mnreah. xii. 7. 
We may farther observe, from the recognitions of Cle¬ 


ment, that Eliezer of Damascus, the servant of Ahrn- 
linnt, Gen. xv. 2, and xxiv. was of old by some taken 
for his sen. Potlmt if the Lacedemonians were sprung 
from him, they might think themselves to he of the 
posterity of Abraham, as well as the Jews, who were 
sprung from Isaac. And perhaps this Eliezer of Da¬ 
mascus is that very Damascus whom Tragus Ponineius, 

| ns a! ridged by Justin, mnkes the founder of the 
Jewish nation'itself, though he afterward blunders, 

1 and makes Azclus, Adores. Abraham, and Israel, kiBs* 

w 
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lhat you, who are our brethren, should send to 
us about any of your concerns as you please. 
We will also’do the same thing-, and esteem your 
concerns as our own; and will look upon our 
concerns as in common with yours. Dernoteles, 
who brings you this letter, will bring your an¬ 
swer back to us. This letter is foursquare; aud 
the seal is an eagle, with a dragon in its claws.” 

11. And these were the contents of the epistle 
which was sent from the king of the Lacedemo¬ 
nians. But upon the death of Joseph, the peo¬ 
ple grew seditious, on account of his 90 ns; for 
whereas the clder9 made war against Hyrcanus, 
who was the youngest of Joseph’s sons, the mul¬ 
titude was divided^ but the greater part joined 
with the elders in this war; as did Simon the 
high priest, by reason of his kin to them. How¬ 
ever. Hyrcanus determined not to return to Je¬ 
rusalem any more, but seated himself beyond 
Jordan; and was at perpetual war with the Ara¬ 
bians, and slew many of them, and took many of 
them captives. He abo erected a strong castle, 
and built it entirely of white stone to the very 
roof; and had animals of a prodigious magnitude 
engraven upon it. He also drew round it a great 
and deep canal of water. He also made caves 
of many furlongs in length, by hollowing a rock 
that was over against him: and then he made 
large rooms in it. some for feasting, and some 
for sleeping and living in. He introduced also 
a vast quantity of waters, which ran along it. and 
which were Very delightful and ornamental in 
the court. But still he made the entrancesat the 
mouth of the caves so narrow, that no more than 
one person could enter by them at once. And 
the reason why he built them after that manner 
was a good one; it was for his own preservation, 
lest he should be besieged by his brethren, and 
run the hazard of being caught by them. More¬ 
over, he built courts of greater magnitude than 
ordinary, which lie adorned with vastly large 
gardens. And when he had brought the place to 
this state, he named it Tyre. This place is be¬ 
tween Arabia and Judea, beyond Jordan, not far 
from the country of Heshbon. And he ruled 
over those part9 for seven years, even all the 
time that .Seleucns was king of Syria. But when 
he was dead, his brother Antiocfius, who was 
called Epiphanes, took the kingdom. Ptolemy 
*lso the Icing of Egypt, died, who was besides 
called Epiphanes. lie* left two sons, and both 
oung in age; the elder of whom was called Phi- 
onieter, and the youngest Physcon. As for 
Hyrcanus, when he saw that Antiochus had a 
reat army, and feared lest he should be caught 
y him, and brought to punishment for what he 
had done to the Arabians, lie ended his life, by 
slaying himself with his own hand; while Antio¬ 
chus seized upon all his substance. 

CHAP. V. 

How, 7 ipon the Quarrels of the Jews one against 
another about the High Priesthood, Antiochus 
made an Expedition against Jerusalem, took 
(he City and pillaged the Temple, and distress- 

of Judea, and successors to this Damascus. Ii may not 
be Improper to observe farther, thnt Mo«cs Chorcnen- 
*is in iiis history of the Armenians, informs us. that the 
nation of tlie I'arthians wns also derived from Abra¬ 
ham hy Keturah and her children. 

* We have hitherto had but a few of those many ci- 
intions where Josephus says, that he had elsewhere 
formerly treated of many things, of which yet his pre¬ 
sent books have not a syllable. Our commonintors have 
hitherto l>een able to give no tolerable accuunt of these 
citations, which are far toomnnerous,and that usually 
in all his copies, l oth Greek and batin, to he sup,towed 
later Interpolations, which is almost nil that Ims hither¬ 
to been said upon this occasion. What f have to say 
iarthcr is this, that we m*ve hut very few of those re¬ 
ferences before, and very many in nnd after the histo¬ 
ry of Antiochus Epiphanes; and that Josephus’s first 
work, the Hebrew or Chnldee, ns well as the Greek his¬ 
tory of the Jewish War, long since lost, began with 
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ed the Jews: as also heno many of the Jews for ■ 

sook the Laws of their Country; and how the 
Samaritans followed the Customs of the Greeks , 

and named their Temple at Mount Gerizzim , the 

Temple of Jupiter Hellenius. 

§ 1. About this time, upon the death of Onias 
the high priest, they gave the high priesthood to 
Jesus his brother; for that son which Onia 9 left 
[or Onias IV.] was yet but an infant, and, in its 
proper place, we will inform the reader of all the 
circumstances that hefell this child. But this 
Jesus, who wa9 the brother of Onias, was depri¬ 
ved of the high priesthood by the king, who was 
angry with him, and gave it to his younger bro¬ 
ther, whose name also was Onias, for Simon had 
these three sons, to each of which the priesthood 
came, as we have already informed the reader.* 
This Jesus changed his name to Jason; but Onias 
wa9 called Menelaus. Now as the former high 
priest, Jesus, raised a sedition against Menelaus, 
who was ordained after him, the multitude were 
divided between them both. And the sons of 
Tobias took the part of Menelaus, but the greater 
part of the people assisted Jason; and by that 
means Menelaus and the sons of Tobias were 
distressed, and retired to Antiochus, and inform¬ 
ed him, that they were desirous to leave the laws 
of their country, and the Jewish wav of living 
according to them, and to follow the fcing’9 laws, 
and the Grecian way of living. Wherefore they 
desired his permission to build them a Gymna¬ 
sium at Jerusalem.f And when he had given them 
leave, they also bid the circumcision of their ge¬ 
nitals, that even when they were naked they 
might appear to be Greeks. Accordingly they 
left off all the customs that belonged to their 
own country, and imitated the practices of the 
other nations. 

2. Now Antiochus, upon the agreeable situa¬ 
tion of the affairs of his kingdom, resolved to 
make an expedition against Egypt, both because 
he had a desire to gain it, and because he con¬ 
temned the son of Ptolemy, as now weak, and 
not yet of abilities to manage affairs of such con¬ 
sequence; so he came witn great forces to Pe- 
lusium, and circumvented Ptolemy Philometer 
by treachery, and seized upon Egypt. He then 
came to the places about Memphis; and when he 
had taken them, he made haste to Alexandria, 
in hopes of taking it bv siege, and of subduing 
Ptolemy, who re igned there. But he was driven 
not only from Alexandria, but out of all Egypt, 
by the declaration of the Romans, who charged 
him to let that country alone; according n9 I 
have elsewhere formerly declared. I will now 
give a particular account of what concerns this 
king, how he 9nbdned Judea and the temple; 
for in my former work I mentioned those things 
very briefly, and have therefore now thought it 
necessary to go over the history again, ana that 
with greater accuracy. 

3. King Antiochus returning ont of Egypt, for 
fear of the Romans, made an expedition against 
the city Jerusalem and when he was there, in 
the hundred forty and'third year of the kingdom 

thnt very history, bo that the references nre most pro¬ 
bably made lo that edition of the seven hooks of the 
war. See several other examples, besides those in the 
two sections before us, in Antiq. b. xiii. ch. ii. sect. 1, 
4 ; and ch. iv. sect. G, 8; ch. v. scot. G, 11; ch. viii. sect. 
4 ; nnd chap. xiii. sect. 4, 5; and Antiq. b. xviii. ch. iL 
sect. .*». 

fThis word Gymnasium properly denotes a place 
where the exercises were performed naked , which, be¬ 
cause it would natnmlly distinguish circumcised Jews 
from unrircumcisedGentilcs, these Jewish apostates en¬ 
deavored to appear uncircnmcised, by means of a cld- 
rurgieal operation, hinted at hy SI. Pnnl, 1 Cor. vil. 18; 
and described hy Cclsus, b. vii. ch. xxv. as Dr. Hudson 
here informs ns. 

J Hereabouts Josephus begins to follow the first hook 
of the Maccabees, n most excellent and most authentic 
history; nnd accordingly it is here, with great fidelity 
and exactness, abridged by him; between whose pc. 
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of the Seleucidac, he took the city without fight¬ 
ing, those of his own party opening the gates to 
him. And when he had gotten possession of Je¬ 
rusalem, he slew many of the opposite party; 
and when he had plundered it of a great deal of 
money he returned to Antioch. 

4. Now it came to pass, after two years, in the 
hundred forty and fifth year, on the twenty-fifth 
day of that month, which is by us called Casleu, 
and by the Macedonians Apelleus, in the hundred 
and fifty-third olympiad, that the king came up 
to Jerusalem, and pretending peace, got posses¬ 
sion of the city by treachery: at which time he 
spared not so much as those that admitted him 
into it, on account of the riches that lay in the 
temple; but, led by his covetous inclination, 
(for he saw there was in it a great deal of gold, 
And many ornaments that had been dedicated to 
it, of very great value,) and in order to plunder 
Its wealth, he ventured to break the league he 
had made. So he left the temple bare; and took 
away the golden candlesticks, and the golden 
altar [of incense,] and table [of show-bread,] and 
the a£tar [of burnt-offering;] and did not abstain 
from even the vails which were made of fine linen 
and scarlet. He also emptied it of its secret 
treasures, aod left nothing at all remaining; and 
by these means cast the Jews into great lamen¬ 
tation, for he forbade them to offer those daily 
sacrifices which they used to offer to God, ac¬ 
cording to the law. And when he had pillaged 
the whole city, some of the inhabitants he slew, 
aod some he carried captive, together with their 
wives and children, so that the multitude of those 
captives that were taken alive amounted to about 
ten thousand. He also burnt down the finest 
buildings; and when he had overthrown the city 
walls, he built a citadel in the lower part of the 
city,* 1 for the place was high, and overlooked the 
temple, on which account he fortified it with high 
walls and towers; and.put into it a garrison of 
Macedonians. However, in that citadel dwelt 
the impious and wicked part of the [Jewish] 
jnuititude, from whom it proved that the citizens, 
suffered many and sore calamities. And when 
the king had built an idol altar upon God’s altar, 
he Hew swine upon it, and so offered a sacrifice, 
neither according to the law, nor the Jewish re¬ 
ligious worship in that country. He also com¬ 
pelled them to forsake the worship which they 
paid their own God, and to adore those whom he 
took to be gods, and made them build temples, 
and raise idol altars in every city and village, 
and offer swine upon them every day. He also 
commanded them not to circumcise their sons, 
and threatened to punish any that should be 
found to have transgressed his injunctions. He 
also appointed overseers, who should compel 
them to do what he commanded. And iudeed 
many Jews there were who complied with the 
kind’s commands, either voluntarily or out of fear 
of the penalty that was denounced: but the best 
men, and those of the noblest souls, did not re¬ 
gard him, but did pay a greater respect to the 
customs of their country, than concern as to the 
punishment which he threatened to the disobe¬ 
dient; on which account they every day under¬ 
went great miseries, and bitter torments, for 
they were whipped with rods, and their bodies 
were torn to pieces, and were crucified, while 
they were still alive, and breathed: they also 

uent copies there eeem to he fewer variations than in 
any other sacred Hebrew book of the Old Testament 
whatever, (for this book was originally written in He¬ 
brew,) which is very natural, because it was written so 
much nearer to the times of Josephus than the rest 
were. 

♦This Citadel, of which we have such frequent 
mention in the following history, bGtli in the Maccabees 
and Josephus, seems to have been a castle built ujion 
a hillj lou tr than Mount Zion, though upon its skirts, 
and higher than Mount Moriah, hut between them 
both; .which hill the enemies of the Jews now got pos- 


strangled those women and their sons whom 
they had circumcised, as the king had appointed, 
hanging their sons about their necks as they 
were upon the crosses. And if there were any 
sacred book of the law found, it was destroyed, 
and those with whom they were found, miserably 
perished also. 

5. When the Samaritans saw the Jews under 
these sufferings, they no longer confessed that 
they were of their kindred, nor that the temple 
on mount Gerizzini belonged to Almighty God. 
This was according to their nature, as we have 
already shown. And the}' now said, that they 
were a colony of Medes and Persians: and in¬ 
deed they were a colony of theirs. So they sent 
ambassadors to Antiochus, and an epistle; whose 
contents are these: “To kmg Antiochus the god, 
Epiphanes, a memorial from the Sidonians, who 
live at Shechem. Our forefathers, upon certain 
frequent plagues, and as following a certain an¬ 
cient superstition, had a custom of observing that 
day which by the Jews is called the Sabbath.f 
And when they had erected a temple al the 
mountain called Gerizzirn, though without a 
name, they offered upon it the proper sacrifices. 
Now, upon the just treatment of these wicked 
Jews, those that manage their affairs, supposing 
that we were of kin to them and practised as 
they do, make us liable to the same accusations, 
although we be originally Sidonians, as is evi¬ 
dent from the public records. We therefore 
beseech thee, our benefactor and saviour, to give 
order to Apollonius, the governor of this part of 
the country, and to Nicanor, the procurator of 
thy affairs, to give us no disturbance, nor to lay 
to our charge what the Jews are accused for, 
since we are aliens from their nation, and from 
their customs; but let our temple, which at pre¬ 
sent hath no name at all, be named The temple 
of Jupiter Hellenius. If this were once done, 
we should be no longer disturbed, but should be 
more intent on our own occupation with quiet¬ 
ness, and so bring in a greater revenue to thee.” 
When the Samaritans had petitioned for this, 
the king sent them back the following answer, 
in an epistle: “King Antiochus to Nicanor. The 
Sidonians, who live at Shechem, have seut me 
the memorial enclosed. When therefore we 
were advising with our friends about it, the mes¬ 
sengers 6ent by them represented to us, that 
they are noway concerned with accusations which 
belong to the Jeivs, but choose to live after the 
customs of the Greeks.' Accordingly ive declare 
them free from such accusations, and order that, 
agreeable to their petition, their temple be 
named The temple of Jupiter Hellenius.” He 
also sent the like epistle to Apollonius, the go¬ 
vernor of that part of the country, in the forty- 
sixth year, and the eighteenth day of the mouth 
Hecatonibeon. 

CHAP. VI. 

How, upon Antiochus's Prohibition to the Jews to 
make use of the Laws of their Country, JJatta- 
ihias the Son of Asmoneus alone despised ths 
King , and overcame the Generals of Antio¬ 
chus's army; as also concerning the Death of 
JIaitathias, and the Succession of Judas. 

$ 1. Now at this time there was one whose 
name was Mattathias, who dwelt at Modin, the 
sou of John, the son of Simeon, the son of Asmo- 
eeesiou of, nnd built on it this citadel, nml fortified it, 
till a {rood while afterward the Jews retrained lr, de¬ 
molished it, and leveled the hill itself with the ronnnon 
ground, that their enemies might no more recover it, 
nml might thence overlook the temple iiuelf, and do 
them sueli mischief as they had long undergone from it, 
Antitf. b. Kiii. ch. vi. sect. 0. 

t't’his allegation cf ihe Samaritans is remarkable, 
that though they were not Jews, yet did they, from an- 
eient times, observe the Sabbath-day. and as ihey else¬ 
where pretend, the Sabbatic year also. Antiq. b iti 
eltap, vii. sect. 0. 
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neus, a priest of the order of Joarib, and a citizen 
of Jerusalem. He had live sons, John, who was 
called Gaddis, and Simon, who was called Mat- 
thes, and Judas, who was called Maccabeus,* and 
Eleazar, who was called Auran, and Jonathan, 
who was called Apphus. Now this ISIattathias 
lamented to his children the sad state of their af¬ 
fairs, and the ravage made in the city, and the 
plundering of the temple, and the calamities the 
multitude were under; and he told them, that it 
was better for them to die for the laws of their 
country, than to live so ingloriously as they then 
did. 

2. But when those that were appointed by the 
King were come to Modin, that tney might com¬ 
pel the Jews to do what they were commanded; 
and to enjoin those that were there to oiler sa¬ 
crifice, as the king had commanded, they de¬ 
sired that Mattathias, a person of the greatest 
character among them, both on other accounts, 
and particularly on account of such a numerous 
and so deserving a family of children, would be¬ 
gin the sacrifice, because his fellow-citizens 
would follow his example, and because such a 
procedure would make him honored by the king. 
But Mattathias said, “he would not do it; and 
that if all the other nations would obey the com¬ 
mands of Antiochus, either out of fear, or to 
please him, yet would not he nor his sons leave 
the religious worship of their country.” But as 
soon as he had ended his speech, there came one 
of the Jews into the midst of them, and sacrificed, 
as Antiochus bad commanded. At which Mat¬ 
tathias had great indignation, and ran upon him 
violently, with his sons, who had swords with 
them, and slew both the man himself that sacri¬ 
ficed, and Apelles the king’s general, who com¬ 
pelled them to sacrifice* with a few of his sol¬ 
diers. He also overthrew the idol altar; aod 
cried out, “If (said he) any one be zealous for the 
laws of his country, and for the worship of God, 
let.him follow me.” And when he had said this, 
he made haste into the desert with his sons, and 
left all his substance in the village. Many others 
did the same also, and fled with their children 
and wives into the desert, and dwelt in caves. 
But when the king’s generals heard this, they 
took all the forces they then had in the citadel 
at Jerusalem, and pursued the Jews into the de¬ 
sert; and when they had overtaken them, they in 
the first place endeavored to persuade them to 
repent, and to choose what was most for their 
advantage, and not put them to the necessity of 
using them according to the law of war. But 
when they would not comply with their persua¬ 
sions, but continued to be of a different mind, 
thev fought against them on the Sabbath-day, 
and they burnt them, as they were in the cave9, 
without resistance, and without so much as 
stopping up the. entrances of the caves. And 
they avoided to defend themselves on that day, 
because they were not willing to break in upon 
the honor they owed the Sabbath, in such dis¬ 
tresses, for our law requires that we rest upon 
that day. There were about o thousand, with 
their wives and children, who were smothered, 
and died in these coves; but many of those that es¬ 
caped joined themselves to Mattathias, and ap¬ 
pointed him to be their ruler, who taught them to 
fight, even on the Sabbath-day; and told them, 
that “unless they would do so, they would be¬ 
come their own enemies, by observing the law 
[so rigorously,] while their adversaries would 
still assault them on this day, and they would not 
then defend themselves, and that nothing could 
then hinder but they must all perish without 
fighting.” This speech persuaded them. And 

* That this nppollation of Maeeabee was not first of all 
given to Judas Maccabeus, nor was derived from any 
initial loiters of ihe Hebrew words on his banner, JM 
fCamoka Be Klim , Jehovah ? Who it like unto thee 
among the gods, U Jehocahl Exod. iv. 11, as the mod- 


this rule continues among us to this day, that if 
there be a necessity, we may fight on Sabbath- 
days. So ISIattathias got a great army about him, 
and overthrew their idol altars, and slew those 
that broke the laws, even all that he could get 
under his power, for many of them were dis¬ 
persed among the nations round about them for 
fear of him. He also commanded, that those 
boys which were not yet circumcised should be 
circumcised now; and he drove those away that 
were appointed to hinder such their circumcision. 

3. But when he had ruled one year, and was 
fallen into a distemper, he called for his sons, 
and set them round about him, and said, “0 my 
sons, 1 am going the way of all the earth, and I 
recommend to you my resolution, and beseech 
you not to be negligent in keeping it, but to be 
mindful of the desires of him who begat you, 
and brought you up, and to preserve the cus¬ 
toms of your country, and to recover your an¬ 
cient form of government, which is in danger of 
being overturned, and not to be carried away 
with those that, either by their own inclination, 
or out of necessity, betray it, but to become such 
sons as are worthy of me; to be above all force 
and necessity, and so to dispose your souls, as to 
be ready, when it shall be necessary, to die for 
your laws, as sensible of this by just reasoning, 
that if God see that you are so disposed, he will 
not overlook you, but will have a great value for 
your virtue, and will restore to you again what 
you have lost, and will return to you that free¬ 
dom in which you shall live quietly, and enjoy 
your own customs. Your bodies are mortal, and 
subject to fate, but they receive a sort of im¬ 
mortality, by the remembrance of what actions 
they have done. And I would have you so in 
love with this immortality, that you may pursue 
after glory; and that, when you have undergone 
the greatest difficulties, you may not scruple, for 
such things, to lose your lives. I exhort you, 
especially, to agree with ODe another; and in 
what excellency any one of you exceeds an¬ 
other, to yield to him so far, and by that means 
to reap the advantage of every one’s own vir¬ 
tues. Do you then esteem Simon as your father, 
because he is a man of extraordinary prudence, 
and be governed by him in what counsels he 
gives you. Take Maccabeus for the general of 
your army, because of his courage and strength, 
for he will avenge your nation, and will bring 
vengeance on your enemies. Admit among you 
the righteous and religious, and augment their 
power.” ' 

4. When Mattathias had thus discoursed to his 
sons, and had prayed to God to be their assist¬ 
ant, and to recover to the people their former 
constitution, he died a little afterward, and was 
buried at Modin; all the people making great 
lamentation for him. Whereupon his son Judas 
took upon him the administration of public af¬ 
fairs, in the hundred forty and sixth year: and 
thus by the ready assistance of his brethren, and 
of others, Judas cast their enemies out of the 
country, and put those of their own country to 
death who had transgressed its Iaw9, and purified 
the land of all the pollutions that were in it. 

CHAP. VII. 

How Judas overthrew the Forces of Apollonius 

and .Veron, and killed the Generals of their 

Armies themselves; and how, when a little while 

afterward Lysias and Gorgias were beaten, he 

went up to Jerusalem, and purified the Temple. 

$ 1. When Apollonius, the general of the Sa¬ 
maritan forces, heard this, he took his army, and 

ern Rabbins vainly pretend, see Autbent. Rec. part I. 
205,200. Only wo may note, by the way,that Iheoriginal 
name of these Maccabees, mid their posterity, was jit- 
inonians; which was derived from Asmoneus the great¬ 
grandfather of Mattathias, as Josephus here informsui 
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made haste to go against Judas, who met him. 
and joined battle with him, and beat him, and 
slew many of his men, and among them Apollo¬ 
nius himself, their general, whose sword, being 
that which he happened then to wear, he seized 
upon, and kept tor himself; but he wounded 
more than he slew, and took a great deal of prey, 
from the enemies’ camp, and went his way. But 
when Seron, who was general of the army of 
Ccelosyria, heard that many had joined them¬ 
selves to Judas, and that he had about him an 
army sufficient for fighting, and for making war, 
he determined to make an expedition against 
him, as thinking it became him to endeavor to 
punish those that transgressed the king’s injunc¬ 
tions. He then got together an army, as large as he 
was able, and joined to it the runagate and wicked 
Jews, and came against Judas. He then came 
as far as Bethhoron,a village of Judea, and there 
pitched his camp; upon which Judas met him; 
and when he intended to give him battle, he saw 
that his soldiers were backward to fight, because 
their number was small, and because they want¬ 
ed food, for they were fasting; he encouraged 
them, and said to them, that “ victory and con¬ 
quest of enemies are not derived from the mul¬ 
titude in armies, but in the exercise of piety to¬ 
wards God, and that they had the plainest in¬ 
stances in their forefathers, who, by their righ¬ 
teousness, and exerting themselves on behalf of 
their own laws and their own children, had fre¬ 
quently conquered many ten thousands; for in¬ 
nocence is the strongest army.” By this speech 
he induced his men to contemn the multitude of 
the enemy, and to fall upon Seron. And upon 
joining battle with him, he beat the Syrians; and 
when their general fell among the rest, they all 
ran away with speed, as thinking that to be their 
best way of escaping. So he pursued them unto 
the plain, and slew about eight hundred of the 
enemy, but the rest escaped to the region which 
lay near to the sea. 

2. When king Aotiochus heard of these things, 
he was very angry at what had happened; so he 
got together ail nis own army, with many mer¬ 
cenaries, whom he had hired from the islands, 
and took them with him, and prepared to break 
into Judea about the beginning of the spring. 
But when, upon his mustering his soldiers, he 
perceived that his treasures were deficient, and 
there was a waul of money in them, for all the 
taxes were not paid, by reason of the seditions 
there had been among the nations, lie having 
oeen so magnanimous and so liberal that what 
he had was not sufficient for him, he therefore 
resolved first to go into Persia, and collect the 
taxes of that country. Hereupon he left one 
whose name was Lysias, who was in great re¬ 
pute with him, governor of the kingdom, as far 
as the bounds of Egypt, and of the lower Asia, 
and reaching from the river Euphrates, and com¬ 
mitted to him a certain part of his forces, and of 
his elephants, and charged him to bring up his 
son Antiochus with all possible care, until he 
came back; and that he should conquer Judea, 
and take its inhabitants for slaves, and utterly 
destroy Jerusalem, and abolish the whole nation. 
And when king Antiochus had given these things 
in charge to Lysias, he went into Persia; and in 
the hundred and forty-seventh year he passed 
over. Euphrates, and went up to the superior 
provinces. 

3. Upon this Lysias chose Ptolemy, the son of 
Dorymenes, and JVicaaor, and Gorgias, very 
potent men among the king’s friends, and de¬ 
livered to them forty thousand foot soldiers, and 
seven thousand horsemen, and sent them against 
Judea, who came as far as the city Emuiaus, 
and pitched their camp in the plain country. 
There came also to them auxiliaries out of Syria, 
and the country round about, as also many of the 
runagate Jews. And besides these came some 
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merchants to buy those that should be carried 
captives (having bonds with them to bind those 
that should be made prisoners,) with that silver 
and gold which they were to pay for their price. 
And when Judas saw their camp, and how nu¬ 
merous their enemies were, he persuaded his 
own soldiers to be of good courage, and exhorted 
them to place their hopes of victory in God, and 
to make supplication to him, according to the 
custom of their country, clothed in sackcloth; 
and to show what was their usual habit of sup¬ 
plication in the greatest dangers, and thereby to 
prevail with God to grant you the victory over 
your enemies. So he set them in their ancient 
order of battle used by their forefathers, under 
their captains of thousands, and other officers; 
and dismissed such as were newly married, as 
well as those that had newly gained possessions, 
that they might not fight in a cowardly manner, 
out of an inordinate love of life, in order to enjoy 
those blessings. When he had thus disposed his 
soldiers, he encouraged them to fight by the fol¬ 
lowing speech, which he made to them : “O my 
fellow-soldiers, no other time remains more oppor* 
tune than the present for courage and contempt 
of dangers; for if you now fight manfully, you 
may recover your liberty, which, as it is a thing 
of itself agreeable to all men, so it proves to be 
to us much more desirable, by its affording us 
the liberty of worshipping God. Since, there¬ 
fore, you are in such circumstances at present, 
that you must either recover that liberty, and so 
regain a happy and blessed way of living, which 
is that according to our laws and the customs of 
our country, or to submit to the most opprobrious 
sufferings: nor will any seed of your nation re¬ 
main if you be beat in this battle. Fight, there¬ 
fore, manfully; and suppose that you must die 
though you do not fight. But believe, that be¬ 
sides such glorious rewards as those of the li¬ 
berty of your country, of your laws, of your re¬ 
ligion, you shall then obtain everlasting glory. 
Prepare yourselves, therefore, and put your¬ 
selves into such an agreeable posture that yoa 
may be ready to fight with the enemy as soon as 
it is day to-morrow morning.” 

4. And this was the speech which Judas made 
to encourage them. But when the enemy sent 
Gorgias, with five thousand foot and one thou¬ 
sand horse, that he might fall upon Judas by 
night, and had for that purpose certain of the 
runagate Jews as guides, the son of IMaltathias 
perceived it, and resolved to fall upon those ene¬ 
mies that were in their camp, now their forces 
were divided. When they had therefore supped 
iD good time, and had left many fires in their 
camp, he marched all night to those enemies 
that were at Eimnaus; so that when Gorgia* 
found no enemy in their camp, but suspected 
that they were retired and had hidden themselves 
among the mountains, he resolved to go and seek 
them wheresoever they were. But about break 
of da}', Judas appeared to those enemies that 
were at Eminaus, with only three thousand men, 
and those ill armed, by reason of their poverty, 
and when he saw the enemy very well and skil¬ 
fully fortified in their camp, he encouraged the 
Jews, and told them, “ that they ought to fight, 
though it were with their naked bodies, for that 
God had sometimes of old given such men 
strength, and that against such as were more in 
number, and were armed also, out of regard to 
their courage.” So he commanded the trumpet¬ 
ers to sound for the battle: a ad by thus falling 
upon the eoeinies when they did not expect it, 
and thereby astonishing and disturbing their 
minds, he slew many of those that resisted him, 
and went on pursuing the rest as far as Gadara, 
and the plains of Idumea, and Ashdod, and Jam- 
nia; and of these there fell about three thou¬ 
sand. Yet did Judas exhort his soldiers not tc 
be too desirous of the spoils, for that still they 
w2 
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must have a contest and a battle with Gorgins, 
and the forces that were with him; but that 
when they had once overcome them, then they 
might securely plunder the camp, because they 
were the only enemies remaining, and they ex¬ 
pected no others. And just as he. was speaking 
to his soldiers, Gorgias’s men looked down into 
that army which they left in their camp, and saw 
that it was overthrown, and the camp burnt; 
for the smoke that arose from it showed them, 
even when they were a great way off, what had 
happened. \\ hen, therefore, those that were 
with Gorgias understood that things were in this 

y osture, and perceived that those that were with 
udas were ready to fight them, they also were 
affrighted, and put to flight; but then Judas, as 
though he had already beaten Gorgias’s soldiers 
without fighting, returned and seized on the 
spoils. lie toolc a great quantity of gold and 
silver, and purple, and blue, and then returned 
home with joy, and singing hymns to God for 
their good success; for this victory greatly con¬ 
tributed to the recovery of their liberty. 

5. Hereupon Lysias was confounded at the de¬ 
feat of the army which he had sent, and the 
next year he got together sixty thousand chosen 
men. He also took five thousand horsemen, and 
fell upon Judea; and he went up to the hill- 
country of Bethsur, a village of Judea, and 
pitched his camp there, where Judas met him 
with ten thousand men; and when he saw the 
great number of his enemies, he prayed to God 
that he would assist them, and joined battle with 
the first of the enemy that appeared, and beat 
them, and slew about five thousand of them, and 
thereby became terrible to the rest of them. 
Nay, indeed, Lysias observing the great spirit of 
the Jetvs, how they were prepared to die rather 
than lose their liberty, and being afraid of their 
desperate way of fighting, as if it were real 
strength, he took the rest of the army back with 
him, and returned to Antioch, where lie listed 
foreigners into the service, and prepared to fall 
upon Judea with a greater army. 

6. When, therefore, the generals of Antiochus’s 
armies had been beaten so often, Judas assembled 
the people together, and told them, that “after 
these many victories which God had given them, 
they ought to go up to Jerusalem, ana purify the 
temple, and oiler the appointed sacrifices.” But 
as soon as lie, with the whole multitude, was 
come to Jerusalem, and found the temple desert¬ 
ed, and its gates burnt down, and plants growing 
in the temple of their ow'n accord, on account 
of its desertion, he and those that were with him 
began to lament, and were quite confounded at 
the sight of the temple; so he chose out some of 
his soldiers, and gave them order to fight against 
those guards that were in the citadel, until he 
shoultt have purified the temple. When, there¬ 
fore, he had carefully purged it, and had brought 
in new vessels, the candlestick, the table [of 
vhow-bread,] and the altar [of incense,] which 
were made of gold, he hung up the vails at the 
gates, and added doors to them. lie also took 
flown the altar [of burnt-offering,] and built n 
new one of stones that he gathered together, and 
not of such as were hewn with iron tools. So on 
the fivc-and-twentieth day of the month Cnsleu, 
which the Macedonians call Apelleus, they light¬ 
ed the lamps that were on the candlestick, and 
offered incense upon the [altar of incense,] and 
laid the loaves upon the. table [of show-bread,] 
and offered burnt-offerings upon the new altar 
[of burnt-offering.] Now it so fell out, that these 
things were done on the very same day on which 
their divine worship had fallen off, and w ? as re¬ 
duced to a profane and common use, after three 
years’ time, for so it was that the temple was 
made desolate by Antioehus, and so continued 
for three years/ This desolation happened to 
the temple in the hundred forty and fifth year, 
on the twenty-fifth day of the month Apelleus, 


and on the hundred fifty and third Olympiad: 
but it w f as dedicated anew, on the same day, tbe 
twenty-fifth of the month Apelleus, on the hun¬ 
dred and forty-eighth year, and on the hundred 
and fifty-fourth Olympiad. And this declaration 
came to pass according to the prophecy of Da¬ 
niel, which w'as given four hundred and eight 
years before; for he declared that the Macedo¬ 
nians would dissolve that worship [for some time.] 

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the 
restoration of the sacrifices of the temple for 
eight days; and omitted no sort of pleasures 
thereon; but he feasted them upon very rich and 
splendid sacrifices; and he honored God, and 
delighted them by hymns and psalms. Nay, 
they were so very glad at the revival of their 
customs, W'hen, after a long time of intermission, 
they unexpectedly had regained the freedom of 
their worsnip, that they made it a law for their 
posterity, that they should keep a festival on ac¬ 
count of the restoration of their temple worship, 
for eight days. And from that time to this we 
celebrate this festival, and call it ‘Lights.’ I 
suppose the reason w r as, because this liberty be¬ 
yond our hopes appeared to us: and that tuence 
was the name given to that festival. Judas also 
rebuilt the walls round about the city; and 
reared towers of great height against the incur¬ 
sions of enemies; and set guards therein. He 
also fortified the city Bethsura, that it mi^ht 
serve as a citadel against any distresses that 
might come from our enemies. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How Judas subdued the Nations round about , 
and how Simon beat the People of 'Pyre and 
Ptolemais; and hoio Judas overcame Timo - 
theus , and forced him to fly away , and did many 
other things, after Joseph and Azarias had been 
beaten. 

5 1. When these things w-ere over, the nations 
round about tbe Jew's were very uneasy at tbe 
revival of their pow er, and rose up together, and 
destroyed many of them, as gaining advantage 
over them by laying snares for them, and making 
secret conspiracies against them. Judas made 
perpetual expeditions against these men, and 
endeavored to restrain them from those incur¬ 
sions, and to prevent the mischiefs they did to 
the Jews. So lie fell upon the Idumeans, the 
posterity of Esau, at Acrabattenc, and slew a 
great many of them, and took their spoils.^ He 
also shut up the. sons of Bean, that laid wait for 
the Jews, and he sat down about them, and be¬ 
sieged them, and burnt their tow'ers, and de¬ 
stroyed the men [that were in them.] After 
this he w ent thence in haste against the Ammon¬ 
ites, who had a great and a numerous army; of 
which Timotheus was the commander. And 
when he had subdued them, he seized on the 
city Jazer, and took their wives and their chil¬ 
dren captives, and burnt the city, and then re¬ 
turned into Judea. But w'hen the neighboring 
nations understood that he was returned, they 
got together in great numbers in the land of 
Gilead, and came against those Jews that were 
at their borders, who then fled to the garrison of 
Dathe.ma; nnd sent to Judas to inform him that 
Timotheus w'as endeavoring to take the place 
whither they were fled. And as these epistles 
were rending, there came other messengers out 
of Galilee, who informed him that the inhabit¬ 
ants of Ptolemais, and of Tyre and Sidon, and 
strangers of Galilee, w'ere gotten together. 

2. Accordingly, Judas, upon considering what 
was fit to be done, with relation to the necessity 
both these eases required, gave order, that Simon 
his brother should take three thousand chosen 
men, and go to the assistance of the Jews in Gali¬ 
lee, whilst he and another of his brothers. Jona¬ 
than, made haste into the land of Gilead, with eight 
thousand soldiers. And he left Joseph, the son 
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of Zacharias, and Azarias, to be over the rest of 
the forces; and charged them to keep Judea very 
carefully, and to fight no battles with any per¬ 
sons whomsoever until his return. Accordingly, 
Simon went into Galilee, and fought the enemy, 
and put them to flight, and pursued them to the 
very gates of Ptolemais, and slew about three 
thousand of them; and took the spoils of those 
that were slain, and those Jews whom they had 
made captives, with their baggage; and then re¬ 
turned home. 

3. Now as for Judas Maccabeus, and his bro¬ 
ther Jonathan, they passed over the river Jor¬ 
dan; and when they had gone three days’ jour¬ 
ney, they lit upon the Nabateans, who came to 
meet them peaceably, and who told them how 
the affairs oi those in the land of Galilee stood; 
and how many of them were in distress, and 
driven into garrisons, and into the cities of Gali¬ 
lee; and exhorted him to make haste to go 
against the foreigners, and to endeavor to save 
his own countrymen out of their hands. To this 
exhortation Judas hearkened, and returned into 
the wilderness; and in the first place fell upon 
the inhabitants of Bosor, and took the city, and 
beat the inhabitants, and destroyed all the males, 
and all that were able to fight, and burnt the city. 
Nor did he stop even when night came on, but 
he journeyed in it to the garrison where the 
Jews happened to be then shut up, and where 
Timotheus lay round the place with his army: 
and Judas came upon the city in the morning; 
and when he found that the enemy were making 
an assault upon the wails, and that some of them 
brought ladders, on which they might get upon 
those walls, and that others brought engines to 

batter them,] he bade the trumpeter to sound 
is trumpet, and he encouraged his soldiers 
cheerfully to undergo dangers for the sake of their 
•brethren and kindred; he also parted his army 
into three bodies, and fell upon the backs of their 
enemies. But when Timotneus’s men perceived 
that it was Maccabeus that was upon them, of 
both whose courage and good success in war they 
had formerly had sufficient experience, they were 
put to flight; but Judas followed them with his 
army, and slew about eight thousand of them. 
He then turned aside to a city of the foreigners 
called Malle, and took it, and slew all the males, 
and burnt the city itself. He then removed from 
thence, and overthrew Casphom, and Bosor, and 
many other cities of the land of Gilead. 

4. But not long after this, Timotheus prepared 
a great army, ana took many others as auxilia¬ 
ries, and induced some of the Arabians, by the 
promise of rewards, to go with him in this expe¬ 
dition, and came with his army beyond the brook, 
over against the city of Raphon. And he encou¬ 
raged his soldiers, if it came to a battle with the 
Jews, to fight courageously, and to hinder their 

g assing over the brook: for he said to them 
eforenand, that “ If they come over, we shall 
be beaten.” And when Judas heard that Timo¬ 
theus prepared himself to fight, he took all his 
own army, and went in haste against Timotheus 
his enemy; and when be had passed over the 
brook, he fell upon his enemies, and some of 
them met him, whom he slew, and others of 
them he so terrified, that he compelled them to 
throw down their arms, and fly; and some of 
them escaped, but some of them fled to what 
was called the temple at Carnaim, and hoped 
thereby to preserve themselves; but Judas took 

♦The reason whyBethshan was called Scythopolis 
is well known from Herodotus, b. i. p. 105. and Syn- 
eellus, p. 214, that the Scythians, when they overran 
Asia, in the days of Josiah, seized on this city, and 
kept it as Ion" as they continued in Asia, from which 
time it retained the name of Scythopolis, or the city of 
the Scythians. 

fTliis most providential preservation of all the reli¬ 
gious Jews in this expedition, which was according to 
the will of God, is observable often among God's people, 
the Jews; and somewhat very like it in the changes of 
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the city, and slew them, and burnt the temple, and 
so used several ways of destroying his enemies. 

5. When he had done this, he gathered the 
Jews together, with their children and wives, 
and the substance that belonged to them, and 
was going to bring them back into Judea: but aa 
soon as he was come to a certain city, whose 
name was Ephron, that lay upon the road (and 
as it was not possible for him to go any other 
way, so he was not willing to go back again,) he 
then sent to the inhabitants, and desired that 
they would open their gates, and permit them to 
go on their way through the city for they had 
stopped up the gates with stones, and cut off 
their passage through it. And when the inhabit¬ 
ants of Ephron would not agree to this proposal 
he encouraged those that were with him, and en¬ 
compassed the city round, and besieged it, and 
lying round it by day and night, took the city, and 
slew every male in it, and burnt it all down, and 
so obtained a way through it; and the multitude 
of those that were slain was so great that they 
went over the dead bodies. So they came over 
Jordan, and arrived at the great plain, over 
against which is situate the city of Bethshan, 
which is called by the Greeks Scythopolis.* And 
going away hastily from thence, they came into 
Judea, singing psalms and hymns as they went, 
and indulging such tokens oi mirth as are usual 
in triumphs npon victory. They also offered 
thank-offerings, both for their good success, and 
for the preservation of their army, for not one of 
the Jews was slain in these battles.f 

6. But as to Joseph, the son of Zacharias, and 
Azarias, whom Judas left generals [of the rest of 
the forces] at the same time when Simon was in 
Galilee, fighting against the people of Ptolemais, 
and Judas himself and his brother Jonathan were 
in the land of Gilead, did these men also affect 
the glory of being courageous generals in war, 
in order whereto they took the army that was 
under their command, and came to Jamnia. 
There Gorgias, the general of the forces of Jam¬ 
nia, met them; and upon joining battle with him, 
they lost two thousand of their army,J and fled 
away, and were pursued to the very borders of 
Judea. And this misfortune befell them by their 
disobedience to what injunctions Judas haa given 
them, “ Not to fight with any one before his re¬ 
turn.” For besides the rest of Judas’s sagacious 
counsels, one may well wonder at this concerning 
the misfortune that befell the forces commanded 
by Joseph and Azarias, which he understood 
would happen, if they broke any of the injunc¬ 
tions he had given them. But Judas and his 
brethren did not leave off fighting with the Idu- 
means, but pressed upon them on all sides, and 
took from them the city of Ilebron, and demolish¬ 
ed all its fortifications, and set all its towers on 
fire, and burnt the country of the foreigners, and 
the city of Marissa. They came also to Ashdod, 
and took it, and laid it waste, and took away a 
great deal of the spoils and prey that were in it, 
and returned to Judea. 

CHAP. IX. 

Concerning the Death of Antiochus Epiphanes, 

How Antiochus Eupaior fought against Ju¬ 
das , and besieged him in the Temple , and af¬ 
terward made Peace with him , and departed. 

Of Alcimus and Onias. 

§ 1. About this time it was that king Antiochus, 
as he was going over the upper countries, heard 

tlie four monarchies, which were also providential 
See Prideaux,nt the years331, 333, and 334. 

X Here is another great instance of Providence, that 
when, even at the very time that Simon and Judas and 
Jonathan were so miraculously preserved, and blessed, 
in the just defence of thei^laws and religion, thew 
other generals of the Jews, who went to fight for honor, 
in a vainglorious way, and without any commission 
from God, or the family he had raised up io deliver them, 
were miserably disappointed and defeated. See I 
Maccah. v. Cl, C2 
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that there was a very rich city in Persia, called 
Elymais; and therein a very rich temple of Dia¬ 
na’ and that it was full of all sorts ot donations 
dedicated to it; and also weapons and breastplates, 
which, upon inquiry, he found had been left there 
Dy Alexander, the son of Philip, king 1 of Mace¬ 
donia. And being- incited by these motives, he 
went in haste to Elymais, and assaulted it, and 
besieged it. But as those that were in it were 
not terrified at his assault, nor at his siege, but 
opposed him very courageously, he was beaten 
on his hopes for they drove him away from the 
city, and went out and pursued after him; inso¬ 
much that he tied away as far as Babylon, and 
lost a great many of his army. And when he was 
grieving for this disappointment, some persons 
told him of the defeat of his commanders whom 
he had left behind him to fight against Judea, 
and what strength the Jews had already gotten. 
When this concern about these affairs was added 
to the former, he was confounded, and, by the 
anxiety he was in, fell into a distemper, which, 
as it lasted a great while, and as his pains in¬ 
creased upon him, so he at length perceived he 
should die in a little time; so he called his friends 
to him, and told them, that his distemper was 
severe upon him; and confessed withal, that this 
calamity was sent upon him for the miseries he 
had brought upon the Jewish nation, while he 
plundered their temple, and contemned theirGod, 
and when he had said this, he gave up the ghost. 
Whence one may wonder at Polybius of Megalo¬ 
polis, who, though otherwise a good man, yet 
saith, that “Antiochus died because he had a pur¬ 
pose to plunder the temple of Diana in Persia;” 
tor the purposing to do a thing,* but not actually 
doing it, is not worthy of punishment. But if 
Polybius could think that Antiochus thus lost his 
life on that account, it is much mure probable 
that this king died on account of his sacrilegious 
plundering of the temple at Jerusalem. But we 
will not contend about this matter \vith those 
who may think, that the cause assigned by this 
Polybius of Megalopolis is nearer the truth than 
that assigned by us. 

2. However, Antiochus, before be died, called 
for Philip, who was one of his companions, and 
made him the guardian of his kingdom; and gave 
him his diadem, and his garment, and his ring, 
and charged him to carry them, and deliver them 
to his son Antiochus; and desired him to take 
care of his education, and to preserve the king¬ 
dom for hiin.f This Antiochus died in the hun¬ 
dred and forty and ninth year: but it was Lysias 
that declared his death to the multitude, and ap¬ 
pointed his son Antiochus to be king, (of whom 
at present he had the care,) and called him 
Eupator. 

3. At this time it was, that the garrison in the 
citadel at Jerusalem, with the Jewish runagates, 
did a great deal of harm to the Jews: for the 
soldiers that were in that garrison rushed out 
upon the sudden, and destroyed such as were 
going' up to the temple in order to offer their sa¬ 
crifices, for this citadel adjoined to and over¬ 
looked the temple. When these misfortunes 
had often happened to them, Judas resolved to 
destroy that garrison; whereupon he got all the 
people* together, and \igorously besieged those 
that were in the citadel. This was in the hun¬ 
dred and fiftieth year of the dominion of the Se- 
leucidne. So he made engines of war, and erect¬ 
ed bulwarks, and very zealously pressed on to 
take the citadel: but there were not a few of the 

* Since St. Paul, n pharisee, confesses, that he bad 
not known concupiscence* or dtsireg % \o be sinful, had 
not the tenth commandment said, Thou a halt not covet, 
Rom. vii. 7, the case pccina to have been much the 
ssme with our Josephus, who was one of tho same 
•ect, that he had not a deep sense of the greatness of 
any sins that proceeded no further than the intention. 
However, since Josephus apeaka here properly of the 


runagates who were in the place, that went out 
by night into the country, and got together some 
other wicked men like themselves, and went to 
Antiochus the king, and desired of him, that “ He 
would not suffer them to be neglected, under the 
great hardships that lay upon them from those 
of their own nation, and this because their suffer¬ 
ings were occasioned on his father’s account, 
while they left the religious worship of their 
fathers, and preferred that which he had com¬ 
manded them to follow; that there was danger 
lest the citadel, and those appointed to garrison 
it by the king, should be taken by Judas, and 
those that were with him, unless he would send 
them succors.” When Antiochus, who was but 
a child, heard this, he was angry, and sent for 
his captains, and his friends, and gave order, that 
they should get an army of mercenaries toge¬ 
ther, with such men also of his own kingdom as 
were of an age fit for war. Accordingly, an 
army was collected of about a hundred thousand 
footmen, and twenty thousand horsemen, and 
thirty-two elephants. 

4. So the king took this army, and marched 
hastily out'of Antioch, with Lysias, who had the 
command of the whole, and came to Idumea, and 
thence went up to the city of Bethsura, a city 
that was strong, and not to be taken without 
great difficulty; he set about this city, and be¬ 
sieged it. And while the inhabitants of Beth¬ 
sura courageously opposed him, and sallied out 
upon him, and burnt his engines of war, a great 
deal of time was spent in the siege. But when 
Judas heard of the king’s coming, he raised the 
siege of the citadel, and met the king, and pitch¬ 
ed his camp in certain straits, at a place called 
Bethzachariah, at the distance of seventy fur¬ 
longs from the enemy; but the king soon drew 
his forces from Bethsura, and brought them to 
those straits. And as soon as it was day, he put' 
his men in battle array, and made his elephants 
follow one another through the narrow passes, 
because they could not be set sideways by one 
another. Now round about every elephant 
there were a thousand footmen, and five hundred 
horsemen. The elephants also had high towers 
[upon their backs,] and archers [in them.] And 
he also made the rest of his army to go up the 
mountains, and put his friends before the rest; 
and gave orders for the army to shout aloud, and 
so he attacked the enemy. He also exposed to 
sight their golden and brazen shields, so that a 
glorious splendor was sent from them; and when 
they shouted, the mountains echoed again. When 
Judas saw this, he was not terrified, but received 
the enemy with great courage, and slew about 
six hundred of the first ranks. But when his bro¬ 
ther Elenzar, whom they called Auran, saw the 
tallest of the elephants armed with royal breast- 

lates, and supposed that the king was upon 

ini, he attacked him with great quickness und 
bravery. He also slew many of those that were, 
about the elephant, and scattered the rest, and 
then went under the belly of the elephant, and 
smote, him, and slew him; so the elephant fell 
upon Eleazar, and by his weight crushed him to 
death. And thus did this man come to his end 
when he had first courageously destroyed many 
of his enemies. 

5. But Judas, seeing the strength of the ene¬ 
my, retired to Jerusalem, and prepared to endure 
a siege. As for Antiochus, he sent part of his 
army to Bethsura, to besiege it, ana with the 
rest of his army lie came against Jerusalem; but 

punishment of death, which Is not inflicted by any law, 
either of Cod, or man for the hare intention, Ills words 
need not he strained to mean, that sins intended, but 
not executed, were no sins at all. 

t No wonder that Josephus here describes Antiochus 
Enpaior as young, and wanting tuition, when he came 
to the crown, since Appian Informs us, Syriac, p. 177, 
that he was then but nine ycaraold 
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the inhabitants of Bethsura were terrified at his 
strength; and seeing that their provisions grew 
scarce, they delivered themselves up on the se¬ 
curity of oaths, that they should suffer no hard 
treatment from the king. And when Antiochus 
had thus taken the city, he did them no other 
harm than sending them out naked. lie also 
placed a garrison of his own in the city. But as 
for the temple of Jerusalem, he lay at its siege a 
long time, while they within bravely defended it, 
for what engines soever the king set against 
them, they set other engines again to oppose 

them. But then their provisions failed them; 
what fruits of the ground they had laid up were 
spent, and the land being not ploughed that year, 
continued unsowed, because it was the seventh 
year, on which, by our laws, we were obliged to 
let it lie uncultivated. And withal so many of 
the besieged ran away for want of necessaries, 
that but a few only were left in the temple. 

6. And these happened to be the circumstan¬ 
ces of such as were besieged in the temple. But 

then, because Lysias, the general of the army, 
and Antiochus, the king, were informed that 
Philip was coming upon them out of Persia, and 
was endeavoring to get the management of pub¬ 
lic affairs to himself, they came into these sen¬ 
timents, to leave the siege, and to make haste 
to go against, Philip; yet did they resolve not 
to let this be' known to the soldiers, nor to the 
officers; but the king commanded Lysias to 
speak openly to the soldiers and the officers, 
without saying a word about the business of 
Philip; and to intimate to them that the siege 
would be very long; that the place was very 
strong; that they were already in want of pro¬ 
visions; that many affairs of the kingdom want¬ 
ed regulation; and that it was much better to 
make a league with the besieged, and to become 
friends to tne whole nation, by permitting them 
to observe the laws of their fathers, while they 
broke out into this war only because they were 
deprived of them, and so to depart home. When 
Lysias had discoursed thus to them, both the 
army and the officers were pleased with this 
resolution. 

7. Accordingly, the king sent to Judas, and to 
those that were besieged with them, and pro¬ 
mised to give them peace, and to permit them to 
make use of, and live according to, the laws of 
their fathers. And they gladly received his pro¬ 
posals; and when they had gained security upon 
oath, for their performance, they went out of the 
temple. But when Antiochus came into it, and 
saw how strong the place was, he broke his 
oaths, and ordered his army that was there to 

luck down the walls to the ground, and when 

e had so done, he returned to Antioch: he also 
carried with him Onias, the high priest, who was 
also called Menelaus; for Lysias advised the king 
to slay Menelaus, if he would have the Jews be 
quiet, and cause him no further disturbance, for 
tnat this man was the origin of all the mischief 
the Jews had done them, by persuading his fa¬ 
ther to compel the Jews to leave the religion of 
their fathers: so the king sent Menelaus to Be¬ 
rea, a city of Syria, and there had him put to 
death, when he had been high priest ten years. 
He had been a wicked aud an impious man; and, 
jn order to get the government to himself, had 
compelled his nation to transgress their own 
laws. After the death of Menelaus, Alcimus, who 
was also called Jacimus, was made high priest. 
But when king Antiochus found that Philip had 
already possessed himself of the government, he 
made war against him, and subdued him, and 
took him, and slew him. Now, as to Onias, the 
son of the high priest, who, as wc before in- 

* It is noway probable that Josephus would call Bac- 
cbides. that bitter and bloody enemy of the Jews, as 
our present copies have it, a good man , or kind and gen¬ 
tle What the author of the first book of Maccabees, 
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formed you, was left a child when his father died, 
when he saw that the king had slain his uncle 
Menelaus, and given the high priesthood to Al- 
cirnus, who was not of the high priest stock, but 
as induced by Lysias to translate that dignity 
from his family to another house, he fled to Ptol¬ 
emy, king of Egypt; and when he found he was 
in great esteem with him, and with his wife, Cle¬ 
opatra. he desired and obtained a place in the 
Nonius of Heliopolis, wherein he built a temple 
like to that of Jerusalem, of which, therefore, we 
shall hereafter give an account, in a place more 
proper for it. 

CHAP. X. 

How Bacchides , the General of Demetrius's 
Army , made an Expedition against Judea , 
and returned without Success; and how JVica- 
nor was sent a little Time afterwards against 
Judas , and perished , together with his Army: 
as also concerning the Death of Alcimus , and 
the Succession, of Judas. 

$ 1. About the same time, Demetrius, the son 
of Seleucus, fled away from Rome, and took 
Tripoli, a city of Syria, and set the diadem on 
his own head. He also gathered certain merce¬ 
nary soldiers together, and entered into his king¬ 
dom, and was joyfully received by all who de¬ 
livered themselves up to him. And when they 
had taken Antiochus the king, and Lysias, they 
brought them to him alive; both which were im¬ 
mediately put to death by the command of De¬ 
metrius, wnen Antiochus had reigned two years, 
as we have already elsewhere related. But 
there were now many of the wicked Jewish 
runagates that came together to him, and with 
them Alcimus the high priest, who accused the 
whole nation, and particularly Judas and his 
brethren; and said, that «* they had slain all his 
friends, and that those in his kingdom that were 
of his party, and waited for his return, were by 
them put to death; that these men had ejected 
them out of their own country, and caused them 
to be sojourners in a foreign land; and they de¬ 
sired that he would send some one of his own 
friends, and know from him what mischief Ju¬ 
das’s party had done.” 

2. At this Demetrius was very angry, and sent 
Bacchides, a friend of Antiochus Epiphanes, a 
good man,* and one that had been intrusted with 
all Mesopotamia, and gave him an army, and 
committed Alcimus the high priest to his care, 
and gave him charge to slay Judas, and those 
that were with him. So Bacchides made haste, 
and went out of Antioch with his army; and 
when he was come into Judea, he sent to Judas 
and his brethren, to discourse with him about a 
league of friendship and peace, for he had a mind 
to take him by treachery. But Judas did not 
give credit to him, for he saw that he came with 
so great an army as men do not bring when they 
come to make peace, but to make war. How¬ 
ever, some of the people acquiesced in what 
Bacchides caused to be proclaimed; and suppo¬ 
sing they should undergo no considerable harm 
from Alcimus, who was their countrymaa, they 
went over to them; and when they had received 
oaths from both of them, that neither they them¬ 
selves, nor those of the same sentiments, should 
come to any harm, they intrusted themselves 
with them; but Bacchides troubled himself not 
about the oaths he had taken, and slew three¬ 
score of them, although by not keeping bis faith 
with those that first went over, he deterred all 
the rest, who had intentions to go over to him, 
from doing it. But as he was gone out of Jeru¬ 
salem, and was at the village called Bethzetho. 
he sent out and caught many of the deserters. 

wham Josephus here follows, instead of that charac¬ 
ter, says of him is, that he was a great man in the king, 
dom , and faithful to his king ; which was very pro. 
bably Josephus’9 meaning also. 
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and some of the people also, and slew them all; 
and enjoined all tnat lived in the country to sub* 
mit to Aicimus. So he left him there, with some 
part of the army, that he might have wherewith 
to keep the country in obedience, and returned 
to Antioch, to king Demetrius. 

3. But Aicimus was desirous to have the do¬ 
minion more firmly assured to him; and under¬ 
standing, that if he could bring it about that the 
multitude should be his friends, he should govern 
with greater security, he spake kind words to 
them all, and discoursed to each of them after an 
agreeable and pleasant manner, by which means 
he quickly had a great body of men and an army 
about him, although the greater part of them 
were of the wicked, and the deserters. With 
these, w'hom he used as his servants and soldiers, 
he went all over the country and slew all that 
he could find of Judas’s party. But when Judas 
saw that Aicimus was already become great, and 
had destroyed many of the good and holy men 
of the country; he also went all over the coun¬ 
try, and destroyed those that were of the other’s 
party. But when Aicimus saw that he was not 
able to oppose Juda 9 , nor was equal to him in 
strength, he resolved to apply himself to king 
Demetrius for his assistance; so he came to An¬ 
tioch, and irritated him against Judas, and ac¬ 
cused him, alleging that he had undergone a 
great many miseries by his means, and that he 
would do more mischief unless he were prevent¬ 
ed, and brought to punishment, which must be 
done by sending a powerful force against him. 

4. So Demetrius, being already of opinion that 
it would be a thing pernicious to his own affairs 
to overlook Judas, now he was becoming so great, 
sent against him Nicanor, the most kind ana most 
faithful of all his friends; for he it wa9 who fled 
away with him from the city of Rome. He also 
gave him as many forces as he thought sufficient 
for him to conquer Judas withal, and bade him 
not to spare the nation at all. When Nicanor 
was come to Jerusalem, he did not resolve to fight 
Judas immediately, but judged it better to get 
him into his power by treachery; so he sent him 
a message of peace, and said, “ There was no 
manner of necessity for them to fight and hazard 
themselves; and that he would give him his oath 
that he would do him no harm, for that he only 
came with some friends, in order to let him know 
what king Demetrius’s intentions were, and what 
opinion he had of their nation.” When Nicanor 
had delivered this message, Judas and his bre¬ 
thren complied with him, and suspecting no de¬ 
ceit, they gave him assurances of friendship, and 
received Nicanor and his army; but while he 
was saluting Judas, and they were talking toge¬ 
ther, he gave a certain signal to his own soldiers, 
upon which they were to seize upon Judas; but 
he perceived the treachery, and ran back to his 
own soldiers, and fled away with them. So upon 
this discovery of his purpose, and of the snares 
laid for Judas, Nicanor determined to make open 
war with him, and gathered his army together, 
and prepared for fighting him; and upon joining 
battle with him at a certain village called Ca- 
pharsalama, he beat Judas, and forced him to lly 
to that citadel which was at Jerusalem.* 

5. And when Nicanor came down from the ci¬ 
tadel unto the temple, some of the priests nnd 
elders met him, and saluted him; and showed 
him the sacrifices which they said they offered to 

* Josephus’s copies mint have been corrupted when 
they here give victory lo Nicanor, contrary to the words 
following, which Imply that lie who wns beaten fled in¬ 
to the citadel, which for cerinin belonged to the city of 
David, or to Mount 7.lon, nnd wns In the possession of 
Nlcanor’s garrison, nnd not of Judns’s: as also ii Is con¬ 
trary to ilia express words of Josephus’# original au¬ 
thor, 1 Maernb. vil. 32, who says, thnt Nicanor lost 
about 5000 men, and fled lo the city of David. 

f This account of the mlsernhle death of Aicimus or 
Jacimus.the wicked high priest (the first that was not 


God for the king: upon which he blasphemed, 
and threatened them, that unless the people 
would deliver up Judas to him, upon his return 
he would pull down their temple. And wdien he 
had thus threatened them, he departed from Je¬ 
rusalem: but the priests fell into tears out of 
grief at what he had said, and besought God to 
deliver them from their enemies. But now for 
Nicanor, when he was gone out of Jerusalem, 
and was at a certain village called Bethhoroo, he 
there pitched his camp, another army out of Sy¬ 
ria having joined him: and Judas pitched his 
camp at Adasa, another village, which was thir¬ 
ty furlongs distant from Bethhoron, having no 
more than one thousand soldiers. And when he 
had encouraged them not to be dismayed at the 
multitude of their enemies, nor to regard how 
many they were against whom they were going 
to fight, but lo consider w'bo they themselves 
were, and for what great rewards they hazarded 
themselves, and to attack the enemy courageous¬ 
ly, he led them out to fighf, and joining battle 
with Nicanor, which proved to be a severe one, 
he overcame the enemy, and slew many of them; 
and at last Nicanor himself, as he was fighting, 
gloriously fell. Upon whose fall the army did 
not stay, but when they had lost their general, 
they were put to flight, and threw down their 
arms; Judas also pursued them, and slew them, 
and gave notice by the sound of the trumpets to 
the neighboring villages, that he had conquer¬ 
ed the enemy; which, when the inhabitants 
heard, they put on their armor hastily, and met 
their enemies in the face as they were running 
away, and slew them, insomuch that not one of 
them escaped out of this battle, who were in 
number nine thousand. This victory happened 
to fall on the thirteenth day of that month, which 
by the Jews is called Adar, and by the Macedo¬ 
nians Dystrus; and the Jews thereon celebrate 
this victory every year, and esteem it as a festi¬ 
val day. After which the Jewish nation were, 
for a while, free from w*ars, and enjoyed peace; 
but afterw-ard they returned into their former 
state of wars and hazards. 

6. But now, as the high priest. Aicimus, was 
resolving to pull down the w-all of the sanctuary, 
which had been there of old time, and had been 
built by the holy prophets, he was smitten sud¬ 
denly by God.f and fell down. This stroke made 
him fall down speechless upon the ground; and, 
undergoing torments for many days, he at length 
died, when he had been high priest four years. 
And when he was dead, the people bestowed the 
high priesthood on Judas; who, hearing of the 
power of the Romans,} and that they had con¬ 
quered in w ar Galatia, and Iberia, and Carthage, 
and Libya; and that, besides these, they had 
subdued’ Greece, and their kings, Perseus, and 
Philip, and Antiochus the Great also, he resolved 
to enter into a league of friendship with them. 
He therefore sent to Rome some of his friends, 
Eupolemus, the son of John, and Jason, th«*. son 
of Hleazar, and by them desired the Romans 
that they would assist them, and be their friends, 
and would write to Demetrius, that he would not 
fight against the Jews. So the senate received 
the ambassadors that came from Judas to Rome, 
and discoursed with them about the errand on 
which they rame, and then granted them a 
lengue of assistance. They also made a decree 
concerning it, and sent a copy of it into Judea. 

of ilie family of the high priests, and made by a vile 
heathen, Lysias.) before III© death of Judas, and of Ju¬ 
das's succession to him ns high priest, both 1 ere nnd at 
ibe conclusion of I his book .direeily contradicts] Mnc.ix. 
51—57, which p!nee* bis death after the death of Judas, 
and says no* n syllable of the high priesthood of Judas, 

I Itow well the Roman histories ngree to this account 
of the conquests nnd powerful condition of t> e Romans 
nt thin time, see the notes in llavercnmp’s edition; only, 
that the number of senators of Rome, was then just 320 
Is, I think, only known from 1 Maccab. vili, 15. 
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It was also laid up in the capitol, and engraven 
in brass. The decree itself was this: “The de¬ 
cree of the senate concerning a league of assist¬ 
ance and friendship with the nation of the Jews. 
It shall not be lawful for any that are subject to 
the Romans to make war with the nation of the 
Jews, nor to assist those that do so, either by 
sending them corn, or ships, or money; and if 
any attack be made upon the Jews, the Romans 
shall assist them, as far as they are able: and 
again, if anv attack be made upon the Romans, 
the Jews shall assist them. And if the Jews 
have a mind to add to, or to take any thing from 
this league of assistance, that shall be done with 
the common consent of the Romans. And what¬ 
soever addition shall thus be made, it shall be 
of force.” This decree was written bv Eupole- 
mus, the son of John, and by Jason, the son of 
Eleazar,* when Judas was high priest of the 
nation, and Simon, his brother, was general of 
the army. And this was the first league that the 
Romans made with the Jews, and was managed 
after this manner. 

CHAP. XI. 

That Bacchides was again sent out against Ju¬ 
das; and how Judas fellas he was courageously 
fighting. 

$ 1. BUT when Demetrius was informed of the 
death of Nicanor, and of the destruction of the 
army that was with him, he sent Bacchides 
again with an army into Judea, who marched 
out of Antioch, and came into Judea, and pitched 
his camp at Arbela, a city of Galilee, and having 
besieged and taken those that were there in 
caves, (for many of the people fled into such 
places,) he removed, and made all the haste he 
could to Jerusalem. And when he had learned 
that Judas pitched his camp at a certain village 
whose name was Bethzetho, he led his army 
against him: they were twenty thousand foot¬ 
men, and two thousand horsemen. JYow Judas 
had no more soldiers than one thousand.f When 
these saw the multitude of Bacchides’s men, they 
were afraid, and left their camp, and fied all 
away, excepting eight hundred. iNow when Jndas 
was deserted by his own soldiers, and the enemy 
pressed upon him, and gave him no time to 
gather his army together, he was disposed to 
fight with Bacchides’s army, though he had but 
eight hundred men with him; so he exhorted 
these men to undergo the danger courageously, 
and encouraged them to attack the enemy. And 
when they said they were not a body sufficient 
to fight so great an army, and advised that they 
should retire now, and save themselves, and that 
when he had gathered his own men together, 
then he should fall upon the enemy afterward, 
his answer was this: “Let not the sun ever see 
such a thing that I should show my back to the 

* This subscription is wanting, 1 Maeeab. viii. 17,19, 
and must he the words of Josephus, who, by mistake, 
thought, as we have just now seen, that Judas was at 
this lime high priest, and accordingly then reckoned 
his brother Jonathan lo he the general of the army, 
which yet he seems not to have been till after the death 
of Judas. 
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enemy; and although this be the time that will 
bring me to my end, and I must die in this battle, 
I will rather stand to it courageously, and bear 
whatsoever comes upon me, than by now running 
away, bring reproach upon my former great ac¬ 
tions, or tarnish their glory.” This was the speech 
he made to those that remained with him, where¬ 
by he encouraged them to attack the enemy. 

2. But Bacchides drew his army out oi their 
camp, and put them in array for the battle. He 
set the horsemen on both the wings, and the 
light soldiers and the archers he placed before 
the whole army, but he was himself on the right 
wing. And when he had thus put his army in 
order of battle, and was going to join battle with 
the enemy, be commanded the trumpeter to give 
a signal of battle, and the army to make a shout 
and to fall on the enemy. And when Judas had 
done the same, he joined battle with them; and 
as both sides fought valiantly, and the battle 
continued till sunset, Judas saw that Bacchides 
and the strongest part of the army was in the 
right wing, anti thereupon took the most courage¬ 
ous men with him, and ran upon that part of the 
army, and fell upon those that were there, and 
broke their ranks, and drove them into the 
middle, and forced them to run away, and pur¬ 
sued them as far as to a mountain called Aza; but 
when those of the left wing saw that the right 
wing was put to flight, they encompassed Judas; 
and pursued him,and came behind him, and took 
him into the middle of their army; so being not 
able to fly, but encompassed round about with 
enemies, he stood still, and he and those that 
were with him fought; and when he had slain a 
great many of those that came against him, he 
at last was himself wounded, and fell, and gave 
up the ghost, and died in a way like to his former 
famous actions. When Judas was dead, those 
that were with him had no one whom they could 
regard [as their commander,] but when they saw 
themselves deprived of such a general, they fled. 
But Simon and Jonathan, Judas’s brethren, re¬ 
ceived his dead body by a treaty from the ene¬ 
my, and carried it to the village of Modin, where 
their father had been buried, and there buried 
him; while the multitude lamented him many 
days, and performed the usual solemn rites of a 
funeral (o him. And this was the end that Judas 
came to. He had been a man of valor and a 
great warrior, and mindful of the commands of 
his father INIattathias; and had undergone all dif¬ 
ficulties, both in doing and suffering, for the 
liberty of his countrymen. And when his charac¬ 
ter was so excellent [while he was alive] he left 
behind him a glorious reputation and memorial, 
by gaining freedom for his nation, and delivering 
them from slavery under the Macedonians. Ana 
when he had retained the high priesthood three 
years, he died. 

t That this ropy of Josephus, as he wrote it, had here 
not 1000 but fCOO, with 1 Maeeab. ix. 5, is very plain, 
berause, though the main part ran away at first, even 
in Josephus, as well as in 1 Maeeab. ix. C, yet, as there, 
so here, £00 are said to have remained with Judas: 
which would he absurd, if the whole number had been 
no more than 1000. 


BOOK XIII. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF EIGHTY-TWO YEARS.—FROM THE DEATH OF JUDAS 
MACCABEUS TO THE DEATH OF QUEEN ALEXANDRA. 


CHAP. I. 

How Jonathan took the Government after his bro¬ 
ther Judas, and hotc he, together with his bro¬ 
ther Simon, waged War against Bacchides. 

} 1 . By what means the nation of the Jews 
recovered their freedom when they had been 
brought into slavery by the Macedonians, and 
what struggles, and how many great battles Ju* , 


das the general of their army ran through, till he 
was slain ns lie was fighting for them, hath been 
related in the foregoing book; but after he was 
dead, all the wicked, and those that transgressed 
the laws of their forefathers, sprang up again 
in Judea, and grew upon them, and distressed 
them on every side. A famine also assisted 
their wickedness, and afflicted the country, till 
not a few, who by reason of their want of necei* 
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sanes, and because they were not able to bear up 
against the miseries that both the famine and their 
enemies brought upon them, deserted their coun¬ 
try, and went to the Macedonians. And now 
Bacchides gathered those Jews together who 
had apostatized from the accustomed way of 
living of their forefathers, and chose to live like 
their neighbors, and committed the care of the 
country to them; who also caught the friends of 
Judas, and those of his party, and delivered them 
up to Bacchides, who, when he had, in the first 
place, tortured and tormented them at his plea¬ 
sure, he by that means at length killed them. 
And when this calamity of the Jews was become 
so great, as they never had experience of the 
like since their return out of Babylon, those 
that remained of the companions of Judas, seeing 
that the nation was abont to be destroyed after a 
miserable manner, came to his brother Jonathan, 
and desired him that he would imitate his bro¬ 
ther, in that care which he took of his country¬ 
men, for whose liberty in general he died also; 
and that he would not permit the nation to he 
without a governor, especially in those destruc¬ 
tive circumstances wherein it now was. And 
when Jonathan said, that he was ready to die 
for them, and was indeed esteemed noway infe¬ 
rior to his brother, he was appointed to be the 
general of the Jewish army. 

2. When Bacchides heard this, and ivas afraid 
that Jonathan might be very troublesome to the 
king and the Macedonians,as Judas had been be¬ 
fore him, he sought how he might slay him by 
treachery: but this intention of his was not un¬ 
known to Jonathan, nor to his brother Simon: 
but when these two were apprized of it, they 
took all their companions, and presently fled into 
that wilderness which was nearest to the city; 
and wheu they were come to a lake called As- 
phar, they abode there. But when Bacchides 
was sensible that they were in a low state, 
and were in that place, he hasted to fall upon 
them with all his forces, and pitching his camp 
beyond Jordan, lie recruited his army: but when 
Jonathan knew that Bacchides was coming upon 
them, he sent his brother John, who was also 
called Gaddis, to the Nabatean Arabs, that he 
might lodge his baggage with them until the bat¬ 
tle with Bacchides should be over, for they were 
the Jews’ friends. And the sons of Ambri laid 
an ambush for John from the city Medaba, and 
seized upon him, and upon those that were with 
him, and plundered all that they had with them: 
they also slew John and all his companions. 
However, they were sutKcienlly punished for 
what they now did by John’s brethren, as we 
shall relate presently. 

3. But when Bacchides knew that Jonathan 
had pitched his camp among the lakes of Jor¬ 
dan, lie observed when their Sabbath-day came, 
and then assaulted him, as supposing that lie 
would not light because of the law [fur resting 
on that dn^ :] but lie exhorted his companions 
[to fight;] and told them that their lives were at 
► take, since they were encompassed by tile river, 
and by their enemies, and had no way to escape, 
for that their enemies pressed upon them before, 
and the river was bi hind them. So after he had 
prayed to God to give them the victory, he join¬ 
ed battle with the enfiny, of whom he over¬ 
threw many; and as he «aw Bacchides coming 
up boldly to him, he stretched out his right hand 
to smile him, but the other foreseeing and avoid¬ 
ing the stroke, Jonathan with his companions 
leaped into the river, and swam over it, and by 
that means escaped beyond Jordan, while the 
endmy did not pass over that river: but Bacchi¬ 
des returned presently to the citadel at Jerusa¬ 
lem, having lost about two thousand of his army. 
He also turtified many cities of Judea, whose 
walls had been demolished, Jericho, and Emmaus, 
and Bethhoron, and Bethel, and Timna.and Bha- 


ratho, and Tekoa, and Gazara, and built tower* 
in every one of these cities, and encompassed 
them with strong walls, that were very large 
also, and put garrisons into them, that they 
might issue out of them, and do mischief to the 
Jews. He also fortified the citadel at Jerusa¬ 
lem more than all the rest. Moreover he took 
the sons of the principal Jews as pledges, and 
shut them up in the citadel, and in that manner 
guarded it. 

4. About the same time one came to Jonathan, 
and to his brother Simon, and told them that the 
sons of Ambri were celebrating a marriage, and 
hringing the bride from the city Gabatha, who 
was the daughter of one of the illustrious men 
among the Arabians, and that the damsel was to 
be conducted with pomp and -splendor, and 
much riches: so Jonathan and Simon, thinking 
this appeared to be the fittest time for them to 
avenge the death of their brother, aod that they 
had forces sullicient for receiving satisfaction 
from them for his death, they made haste to Me¬ 
daba, and lay in wait among the mountains for 
the coming of their enemies; and as soon as 
they saw' them conducting the virgin and her 
bridegroom, and such great company of their 
friends with them as was to be expected at this 
wedding, they sallied out of their ambush, and 
slew them all, and took their ornaments, and all 
the prey that then followed them, and so re¬ 
turned, and received this satisfaction for their 
brother John from the sons of Ambri; for as well 
those sons themselves, as their friends, and 
wives, and children, that followed them, perish¬ 
ed, being in number about four hundred. 

5. However, Simon and Jonathan returned to 
the lakes of the river, and abode there. But 
Bacchides, when he had secured all Judea with 
his garrisons, returned to the king; and then it 
was that the affairs of Judea were quiet for two 
years. But when the deserters ami the wicked 
saw' that Jonathan and those that were with him 
lived in the country very quietly, by reason of 
the peace, they sent to king Demetrius, ami ex¬ 
cited him to send Bacchides to seize upon Jona¬ 
than, which they said was to be done without any 
trouble, and in one night’s time; and that if they 
fell upon them before tliev were aware, they 
might slay them all. So the king sent Bacchi¬ 
des, who, when he was come into Judea, wrote 
to all his friends, both Jews and auxiliaries, that 
they should seize upon Jonathan, and bring him 
to him; and when, upon all their endeavors, 
they were not able to seize upon Jonathan, for 
he was sensible of the snares they laid for him, 
and very carefully guarded ngainst them, Bac¬ 
chides w'as angry at these desert* rs, as having 
imposed upon him and upon the king, and slew 
fifty of their leader?. Whereupon Jonathan, 
with his brother, and those that were with him, 
retired to Bethagla, a village that lay in the w il¬ 
derness, out of his fear of Bacchides. He also 
built towers on it, and encompassed it with walls, 
and took care that it should be safely guarded. 
Upon the hearing of which, Bacchides led his 
ow n army along with him, and besides took his 
Jewish auxiliaries, and came against Jonathan, 
and made on assault upon his fortifications, and 
besieged him many days; but Jonathan did not 
abate of his courage at the zeal Bacchides used 
in the siege, but courageously opposed I.iui* 
and while he left his brother Pinion in the city, 
to fight with Bacchides, he went privately out 
hiiuself into the country, and got a great body 
of men together of his own party, and fell upon 
Bacchides’scamj) in the night-time and destroyed 
a great many of them. Ills brother Simon knew 
also of this his falling upon them, because he 
icrceived that the enemies were slain by him^sji 
ic sallied out upon them, and burnt the engines 
which the Macedonians used, and made a great 
slaughter of them. And when Bacchides saw 
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himself encompassed with enemies, and some of 
them before and some behind him, he fell into 
despair and trouble of mind, as confounded at 
the unexpected ill success of this siege. How¬ 
ever, he vented his displeasure at these misfor¬ 
tunes upon those deserters who sent for him 
from the king, as having deluded him. So he 
had a mind to finish this siege after a decent 
manner, if it were possible for nim so to do, and 
then to return home. 

6. When Jonathan understood these his inten¬ 
tions, he sent ambassadors to him, about a league 
of friendship and mutual assistance, and that 
they might restore those they had taken captive 
on both sides. So Bacchides thought this a 
pretty decent way of retiring home, and made a 
league of friendship with Jonathan, when they 
•ware that they would not any more make war 
one against another. Accordingly, he restored 
the captives, and took his own men with him, 
and returned to the king to Antioch; and after 
this his departure, he never came into Judea 
again. Then did Jonathan take the opportunity 
of this quiet state of things, and went and lived 
in the city Michraash; and there governed the 
multitude, and punished the wicked and ungod¬ 
ly, and by that means purged the nation of them. 

CHAP. II. 

How Alexander [.Bate] in his War with Deme¬ 
trius , granted Jonathan many A dvantages , and 
appointed him to be High Priest , and persuaded 
him to assist him , although Demetrius promised 
him greater Advantages on the other Side . 
Concerning the Death of Demetrius, 
b 1. ISow in the hundred and sixtieth year, it 
fell out that Alexander, the son of Antiochus 
Epiphanes,* came up into Syria, and took Ptole- 
mais, the soldiers within having betrayed it to 
him, for they^ were at enmity with Demetrius, on 
accouut of Ids insolence and difficulty of access; 
for he shut himself up in a palace of his that had 
four towers, which he had built himself, not far 
from Antioch, and admitted nobody. He was 
withal slothful and negligent about the public af¬ 
fairs, whereby the hatred of his subjects was the 
more kindled against him, as we have elsewhere 
already related. When, therefore, Demetrius 
heard that Alexander was in Ptolemais, lie took 
his whole army and led it against him: he also 
sent ambassadors to Jonathan, about a league of 
mutual assistance and friendship, for he resolved 
to be beforehand with Alexander, lest the other 
should treat with him first, and gain assistance 
from him: and this he did out of the fear he had, 
lest Jonathan should remember how ill Deme¬ 
trius had formerly treated him, and should join 
with him in this war against him. He therefore 
gave orders that Jonathan should be allowed to 
raise an army, and should get armor made, and 
should receive back those hostages of the Jewish 
nation whom Bacchides had shut up in the cita¬ 
del of Jerusalem. When this good fortune had 
befallen Jonathan, by the concession of Deme¬ 
trius, he came to Jerusalem, and read the king’s 
letter in the audience of the people, nnd of those 
that kept the citadel. When these were read, 
those wicked men and deserters, who were in 

♦This Alexander Bala, who certainly pretended to 
be the son of Antiochus Epiphanes, and wnsowned for 
■uch by the Jews and Romans, and many others, and 
yet is by several historians deemed to be a counterfeit? 
and of no family at all, is, however, by Josephus believ¬ 
ed to have been Llie real son of that Antiochus, and by 
him always spoken of accordingly. And truly, since 
the original contemporary qnd authentic author of the 
first book of Maccabees, chap. x. i, calls him by his fa- 
thflfc.ame Epiphanes, and says he w as the son of An- 
tiosEWs, 1 suppose the other writers, who are all much 
later, are not to be followed against such evidence, tho’ 
perhaps Epiphanes might have himhy a woman of no 
family. The king of Eitypt also, Philomctcr, soon gave 
him his daughter in marriage, which lie would hardly 

34 


the citadel, were greatly afraid, upon the king’s 
permission to Jonathan to raise an army, and to 
receive back the hostages: so he delivered every 
one of them to his own parents. And thus did 
Jonathan make his abode at Jerusalem, renew¬ 
ing the city to a better state, and reforming the 
buildings as he pleased; for he gave orders that 
the walls of the city should be rebuilt with square 
stones, that it might be more secure from their 
enemies. And when those that kept the garrison* 
that were in Judea saw this, they all left them, 
and fled to Antioch, excepting those that were in 
the city of Bethsura, ana those that were in tb« 
citadel of Jerusalem, for the greatest part of 
these was of the wicked Jews and deserters, and 
on that account these did not deliver up their 
garrisons. 

2. When Alexander knew what promises De¬ 
metrius had made Jonathan, and withal knew 
his courage, and what great things he had done 
when he fought the Macedonians, and besides 
what hardships he had undergone by the means 
of Demetrius, and of Bacchides, the general of 
Demetrius’s army, he told his friends, that ‘‘he 
could not at present find any one else that might 
afford him better assistance than Jonathan, who 
was both courageous against his enemies, and 
had a particular hatred against Demetrius, as 
having both suffered many hard things from him. 
and acted many hard things against him. If 
therefore they were of opinion that they should 
make him their friend against Demetrius, it was 
more for their advantage to invite him to assist 
them now than at another time.” It being there¬ 
fore determined by him and his friends to send to 
Jonathan, he wrote to him this epistle: “King 
Alexander to his brother Jonathan, sendeth greet¬ 
ing: We have long ago heard of thy courage and 
thy fidelity, and for that reason have sent to thee, 
to make with thee a league of friendship and mu¬ 
tual assistance. We therefore do ordain thee this 
day high priest of the Jews, and that thou beeat 
called my friend. I have also sent thee, as pre¬ 
sents, a purple robe and a golden crown, and de¬ 
sire, that now thou art by us honored, thou wilt 
in like manner respect us also.” 

3. When Jonathan had received this letter, he 
put on the pontifical robe at the time of the feast 
of tabernacles,f four years after the death of his 
brother Judas, for at that time no high priest had 
been made. So he raised great forces, and had 
abundance of armor got ready. This greatly 
grieved Demetrius when he heard of it, and mack 
him blame himself for his slowness, that he had 
not prevented Alexander, and got the good-will 
of Jonathan, but had given him time so to do. 
However, he also himself wrote a letter to Jona¬ 
than, and to the people; the contents whereof are 
these: “King Demetrius to Jonathan, and to the 
nation of the Jews, sendeth greeting: Since yon 
have preserved your friendship for us; and 
when you have been tempted by our enemies, 
you have not joined yourselves to them, I both 
commend you for this your fidelity, aud exhort 
you to continue in the same disposition, for which 
you shall be repaid, and receive rewards from 
us: for I will free you from the greatest part ot 
the tributes and taxes which you formerly paid 
to the kings my predecessors, and to myself; and 

have done had he believed him to be n counterfeit, and 
of so very mean a birth, as the later historians pretend. 

t Since Jonathan plainly did not put on the pontifical 
robes till seven or eight years after the death of hit 
brother Judas, or not till the feast of tabernacles in tba 
hundred and sixtieth of the Seleucid®, 1 Maetvb. x. 
21, Retitus’s emendation seems here to deserve con¬ 
sideration, who, instead of after four years since tk « 
death of his brother Judas , would have us read and 
therefore after eight years since the death of his bro¬ 
ther Judas. This would tolerably well agree with 
the date of the Maccabees, and with Josephus’9 own 
exact rhronology at the end of the twentieth l>ook of 
these Antiquities, which tho present text cannot bo 
wade to do. 

X 
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I do now set you free from those tributes which 
you have ever paid; and besides, I forgive you 
the tax upon salt, and the value of the crowns 
which you used to offer to me ;* and instead of the 
third part of the fruits [of the field,] and the half 
of the fruits of the trees, 1 relinquish iny part of 
them from this day: and as to the poll-money, 
v. hich ought to be given me for every head of 
the inhabitants of Judea, and of the three topar- 
chies that adjoin Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, 
and Perea, that I relinquish to vou for this time, 
and for all time to come. I will also that the city 
of Jerusalem be holy and inviolable, and free 
from the tithe, and from the taxes, unto its ut¬ 
most bounds: and I so far recede from my title 
to the citadel, as to permit Jonathan your high 
pric<t to possess it, that he may place such a 
garrison in it as he approves of for fidelity and 
good-will to himself, that they may keep it for 
us. I also make free all those Jews who have 
been made captives and slaves in my kingdom. 
I also give order that the beasts of the Jews be 
not pressed for our service. And let their Sab¬ 
baths, and all their festivals, and three days be¬ 
fore each of them, be free from any imposition, 
lo the same manner I set free the Jews that are 
inhabitants in my kingdom, and order that no in¬ 
jury be done to them. I also give leave to such 
of them as are willing to list themselves in my 
army, that they may do it, and those as far as 
thirty thousand; which Jewish soldiers, where¬ 
soever they go, shall have the same pay that my 
own army hath; and some of them Twill place 
io my garrisons, and some as guards about mine 
own body, and as rub rs over those that are in my 
court. 1 give them leave also to use the laws of 
their forefathers, and to observe them; and 1 will 
that they have power over the three toparchies 
that are added to Judea; and it shall be iu the 
power of the high priest to take care, that not 
one Jew shall have any other temple for worship 
but only that at Jerusalem. I bequeath also, 
out of my own revenues, yearly, for the expenses 
about the sacrifices, one hundred and fifty thou¬ 
sand [drachmae;] and what money is to spare, I 
will that it shall oe your own. I also release to 
you those ten thousand drachma? which the kings 
received from the temple, because they apper¬ 
tain to the priests that minister in that temple. 
And whosoever shall llv to the temple at Jeru¬ 
salem, or to the places thereto belonging, or who 
owe the king money, or ore there on any other 
account, let them be set free, and let their goods 
be in safety. I also give you leave to repair and 
rebuild your temple, and that all be done at my 
expenses. I also allow you to build the walls of 

our city, and to erect high towers, and that they 

e erected at iny charge. And if there he any 
fortified town that would be convenient for the 
Jewish country to have very strong, let it be so 
built at my expenses.” 

4. This whs what Demetrius promised, and 
granted to the Jew*, by this letter. But king 
Alexander raised a great army of mercenary 
loldiers, and of those that deserted to him out of 
Syria, and made an expedition against Deme¬ 
trius. And when it was come to a battle, the left 
wing of Demetrius nut those who opposed them 
to flight, and pursued them a great way, and slew 
many of them, and spoiled their camp; hut the 

•Take Grotius’s note here: “ Tiie Jcwa,” nay* lie, 
“ were went to present crovns to the kings [of ^yrh ;] 
aPerward that gold which was paid instead of those 
erow’iis. or which was cxj>ended In making t' cm, was 
called the erov>n gold and thecroicn tax.'* On 1 Mac- 
eab, x. 29. 

t Sinrc the rest of the historians now extant give this 
Demetrius thirteen years, and Josephus only eleven 

cars. Dean f'rideaux does not amiss in ascribing to 

itntlie mean number twelve. 

t hseems to me. contrary tothe opinion of Josephus 
and of the moderns, both Jews and Christians, thnt this 
prophecy of Isaiah, xix. 19. &.c. In that dag there shall 
kt an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of 


OF THE JEWS. 

right wing, where Demetrius happened to be, 
was beaten; and as for all the rest, they ran 
away; but Demetrius fought courageously, and 
slew r a great many of the enemy; but as he was 
in the pursuit of the rest, his horse carried him 
into a deep bog, w here it was hard to get out, and 
there it happened, that upon his horse’s falling 
down, he could not escape being killed; for when 
his enemies saw what had befallen him, they re¬ 
turned back, and encompassed Demetrius round, 
and they all threw their darts at him; but he 
being now on foot, fought bravely, but at length 
he received so many wounds, that he was not 
able to bear up any longer, but fell, and this is 
the end that Demetrius came to when he had 
reigned eleven years,f as we have elsewhere re¬ 
lated. 

CHAP. IU. 

The Friendship that was between Onias and Pto¬ 
lemy Pkilometer; and how Onias built a 'Tem¬ 
ple in Egypt like to that at Jerusalem. 

$ 1 . But then the son of Onias the high priest, 
who was of the same name with his father, and 
who fled to king Ptolemy, who was called Philo- 
meter, lived now at Alexandria, as we have said 
already. When this Onias saw that Judea w r as 
oppressed by the Macedonians and their kings, 
out of a desire, to purchase to himself a memorial 
and eternal fame, lie resolved to send to king Pto¬ 
lemy and queen Cleopatra, to ask leave of them 
that he might build a temple in Egypt like to 
that at Jerusalem, and might ordain Ltvites and 
priests out of their own stock. The chief reason 
why he was desirous so to do w ? as, that he relied 
upon tlie prophet Isaiah, who lived above six 
hundred years before, and foretold that there 
certainly was to be a temple built to Almighty 
God in Egypt by a man that was a Jew. Onias 
was elevated with this prediction; nnd wrote the 
following epistfe to Ptolemy and Cleopatra: 
“ Having done many and great things for you in 
the aflairs of the war, by the assistance of God, 
and that in Ccelosyria and Phoenicia, I came at 
length with the Jews to Leontopolis, and to other 
places of yonr nation, where I ’found that the 
greatest part of your people had temples in an 
improper manner, and that on this account they 
bare ill-will one against another, which happens 
to the Egyptians by reason of the multitude of 
their temples, and the difference of opinions 
about divine worship. Now I found a very fit 
place in a castle that hath its name from the 
country Diana; this place is full of materials of 
several sorts, and replenished with sacred ani¬ 
mals: I desire therefore that you will grant me 
leave to purge this holy place, which belongs to 
no master, and is fallen down, and to build there 
a temple to Almighty God, after the pattern of 
that in Jerusalem, and of the same dimensions; 
that may be for the benefit of thyself, and thy 
wife and children, that those Jews who dwell in 
Egypt may hnve. a place whither they may come 
and meet together in mutual harmony one with 
another, and be subservient to thy advantages; 
for the prophet Isaiah foretold, that there should 
be an altar in Egypt to the Lord God and many 
other such things did he prophesy relating to 
that place.” 

2. And this W’as what Onias w'rote to king Pto- 

E*upt, Stc. directly foretold the building of this templo 
ofOnhs in Kgyp.", and was a sufficient warrant tn the 
Jews for buPdiiig it, nnd for worshipping the true God, 
the God of Israel, therein. Hee Atithenr. Her. vol. ii. 
page 753. Thnt God seems to have soon better accep¬ 
ted of the sacrifices and prayers here offered him than 
ofthosc at Jerusalem, see the note on chap. x. sect. 7 
And truly the marks of Jewish corruption, or interpo¬ 
lation in this text, in order to discourage their M*ple 
from approving of the worship of God here, are tTrjr 
strong, and hi/hly deserve our consideration and cor¬ 
rection. The foregoing versein Isaiah runs thus in our 
common copie*: Itt that day shall Jive cities in the land 
of Egypt speak the language of Canaan, [the Hebrew 



•snojoran xv san,nra.i, oa\x hhx jo snivtvoji mitx ..to aw a irxnns 















































































































































































BOOK Xlli. -CHAP. IV. 


leray. Now any one may observe his piety, and 
that of his sister and wife Cleopatra, by that 
epistle which they wrote in answer to it; for they 
laid the blame and the transgression of the law 
upon the head of Onias. And this was their re¬ 
ply: “King Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra to 
Onias, send greeting: We have read tny peti¬ 
tion, wherein thou desirest leave to be given thee 
to purge that temple which is fallen down at Lc- 
ontopolis, in the Nonius of Heliopolis, and which 
is named from the country Bubastis; on which 
account we cannot but wonder that it should be 
pleasing to God to have a temple erected in a 
lace so unclean, and so full of sacred animals: 
ut since thou sayest that Isaiah the prophet 
foretold this long ago, we give thee leave to do 
it, if it may be done according to your law, and 
so that we may not appear to have at all offended 
God herein.” 

3. So Onias took the place, and built a temple, 
and an altar to God, like indeed to that in Jeru¬ 
salem, but smaller and poorer. I do not think it 
proper for ine now to describe its dimensions, or 
its vessels, which have been already described in 
my seventh book of the wars of the Jews. How¬ 
ever, Onias found other Jews like to himself, to¬ 
gether with priests and Levites, that there per¬ 
formed divine service. But we have said enough 
about this temple. 

4. Now it came to pass that the Alexandrian 
Jews, and those Samaritans who paid their wor¬ 
ship to the temple that was built in the days of 
Alexander at mount Gerizzim, did now make a 
sedition one against another, and disputed about 
their temples before Ptolemy himself, the Jews 
saying, that, according to the law of Moses, the 
temple was to be built at Jerusalem; and the 
Samaritans saying, that it was to be built at Ge- 
rizzim. They desired therefore the king to sit 
with his friends, and hear the debates abouf these 
matters, and punish those with death who were 
baffled. Now Sabbeus and Theodosius managed 
the argument for the Samaritans, and Androni- 
cus, the son of Messalamus, for the people of 
Jerusalem; and they took an oath by God and 
the king, to make their demonstrations accord¬ 
ing to the law; and they desired of Ptolemy, 
that whomsoever he should find that transgress¬ 
ed what they had sworn to, he would put him to 
death. Accordingly, the king took several of his 
friends into the council, and sat down, in orderto 
hear what the pleaders said. Now the Jews that 
were at Alexandria were in great concern for 
those men whose lot it was to contend for the 
temple at Jerusalem; for they took it very ill 
that any should take away the reputation of that 

language; shall be full of Jews, whose sacred hooks 
were in Hebrew,] and swear to the Lord of hosts. One 
[of the first] shall be called the city of destructions 
Isaiah xx. 18. A strange name, city of destruction ! 
upon so joyful an occasion, and a name never heard of 
in the land of Egypt, or perhaps in any other nation. 
The old reading was evidently the city of the sun. or 
Heliopolis: and Onkclos, in effect, rind Syinmachus, 
with the Aramc version, entirely confess that to he the 
true reading. The Fcptuagint also, nltho’ they have the 
text disguised in the common copies, and call it Ascdek, 
the city of righteousness ; yet, in two or three other 
copies, the Hebrew word itself for the sun, Acheres or 
Thares. is preserved. And since Onins insists with the 
king and queen, that Isaiah's prophecy contained ma¬ 
ny other predictions relating to this place, besides the 
words by him recited, it is highly probable that these 
were especially meant hy him: and that one main rea¬ 
son why he applied this prediction to himself, and to 
his prefecture oflleliopolis, which Dean Pridcaux well 
proves was In that part of Egypt, and why lie chose to 
build in that prefecture oflleliopolis, though otherwise 
an improper place, was this, that the same authority 
that he had for building this temple in Egypt, the very 
same he had for building it in bis own prefecture of 
Heliopolis also, wbic.h he desired to do, and which he 
did accordingly. Dean Prideaux has much ado to avoid 
seeing this corruption of the Hebrew, but it being in 
support of bis own opinion about this temple, he durst 
not see it; and, indeed, he reasons here in the most 
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j temple, which w'as so ancient, and so celebrated 
all over the habitable earth. Now when Sabbeu? 
and Theodosius had given leave to Andronicus 
to sneak first, he began to demonstrate out of 
the law, and out of the successions of the high 
nests, how they every one in succession from 
is father had received that dignity, and ruled 
over the temple; and how all the kings of Asia 
had honored that temple with their donations, 
and with the most splendid gifts dedicated there¬ 
to: but as for that at Gerizzim, he made no ac¬ 
count of it, nor regarded it, as if it had never 
had a being. By this speech, and ether argu 
ments, Andronicus persuaded the king to deter 
mine that the temple at Jerusalem was built ac¬ 
cording to the laws of Moses,* and to put Sab 
beus and Theodosius to death. And these were 
the events that befell the Jews at Alexandria ir. 
the days of Ptolemy Philometer. 

CHAP. IV. 

How Alexander honored Jonathan after an ex¬ 
traordinary JIanner, and how Demetrius , the 
Son of Demetrius , overcame Alexander , and 
made a League of Friendship with Jonathan. 

§ 1. Demetrius being thus slain in battle, as 
we have above related, Alexander took the king¬ 
dom of Syria; and wrote to Ptolemy Philome¬ 
ter, and desired his daughter in marriage; and 
said, it was but just that he should be joined in 
affinity to one that had now received the prioci- 
pality of his forefathers, and had been promoted 
to it by God’s providence, and had conquered 
Demetrius, and that was on other accounts not 
unworthy of being related to him. Ptolemy re¬ 
ceived this proposal of marriage gladly; and 
wrote to him an answer, saluting him on account 
of his having received the principality of his 
forefathers; and promising him that he would 
give him his daughter in marriage; and assured 
him that he was coming to meet him at Ptole- 
niais, and desired that he would there meet him, 
for that he would accompany her from Egypt so 
far, and would there marry his child to him. 
When Ptolemy had written thus, he came sud¬ 
denly to Ptolemais, and brought his daughter 
Cleopatra along with him; and as he found Alex¬ 
ander there before him, as he desired him to 
come, he. gave him his child in marriage, and for 
her portion gave her as much silver and gold as 
became such a king to give. 

2. When the wedding was over, Alexander 
wrote to Jonathan the high priest, and desired 
him to come to Ptolemais. So when he came to 
these kings, and had made them magnificent pre- 

weak and injudicious manner possible. See him at the 
year 149. 

* A very unfair disputation this ! while the Jewish 
disputant, knowing that he could not properly prove 
out of the Pentateuch, that the place which the Lord 
their God shall choose to place his name there, so often 
referred to in the book of Deuteronomy, was Jerusalem 
any more than Gerizzim, that being not determined till 
the days of David, Antiq. b. vii.ch. xiii.scct. 4, proves 
only what the Samaritans did not deny, that the temple 
at Jerusalem was much more ancient, and much more 
celebrated and honored than that at Gerizzim, which 
was nothing to the present purpose. The whole evi¬ 
dence, by the very oaths of both parties, being, we see, 
obliged to be confined to the law of Moses, or to the Pen¬ 
tateuch alone. However, worldly policy and interest, 
and the multitude, prevailing, the court gave sentence, 
as usual, on the stronger side, and poor Sabbeus and 
Theodosius, the Samaritan disputants, w ere martyred, 
and this, so far ns appears, without any direct hearing 
at nil, which is like the usual practice of such political 
courts about matters of religion. Our copies say, that 
the body of the Jews were in a great concern about 
those men, in the plural, who were to dispute for their 
temple at Jerusalem; whereas it seems here they had 
but one disputant. Andronicus bv name; perhaps more 
were prepared to speak on the Jews’ side; but the first 
having answered to his name, and overcome the Sa¬ 
maritans, there was no necessity for any other defend¬ 
er of the Jerusalem temple. 

V o 



2G0 ANTIQUITIES 

§enta, he was honored by them both. Alexan¬ 
der compelled him also to put off his own gar¬ 
ment, and to take a purple garment, and made 
him sit with him in his throne; and commanded 
his captains that they should go with him into 
the middle of the city, and proclaim, that it was 
not permitted to any one to speak against him, or 
to give him any disturbance. And when the cap¬ 
tains had thus done, those that were prepared to 
accuse Jonathan, and who bore him ill-will, when 
they saw the honor that was done him by pro¬ 
clamation, and that by the king’s order, ran away, 
and were afraid lest some mischief should befall 
them. Nay, king Alexander wa9 so very kind to 
Jonathan, that he set him dowm as the principal 
of bis friends. 

3. But then, upon the hundred and sixty-fifth 
year, Demetrius, the son of Demetrius, came from 
Crete, with a great number of mercenary sol¬ 
diers, which Lasthenes, the Cretan, brought him, 
and sailed to Cilicia. This thing cast Alexan¬ 
der into great concern and disorder when he 
heard it; so he made baste immediately out of 
Phoenicia, and came to Antioch, that he might 
put matters in a safe posture there, before Deme¬ 
trius should come. He also left Apollonius Daus 
governor of Ccelosyria,* who coming to Jamnia 
with a great army, sent to Jonathan the high 

riest, and told him, that “ It was not right that 

e alone should live at rest, and with authority, 
and not be subject to the king; and this thing had 
made him a reproach among all men, that he had 
not yet made him subject to the king. Do not 
thou therefore deceive thyself, and sit still among 
the mountains, and pretend to have forces with 
thee: but if thou hast any dependence on thy 
strength, come down into the plain, and let our 
armies be compared together, and the event of 
the battle will demonstrate which of us is the 
most courageous. However, take notice, that 
the most valiant men of every city are in my 
army, and that these are the very men who have 
always beaten thv progenitors; but let us have 
the battle in such a place of the country where 
we may fight with weapons, and not with stones, 
and where there may be no place whither those 
that are beaten may fly.” 

4. With this, Jonathan was irritated; and 
choosing himself out ten thousand of his sol¬ 
diers, he went out of Jerusalem in haste with 
his brother Simon, and came to Joppa, and pitch¬ 
ed his camp on the outside of the city, because 
the people of Joppa had shut their gates against 
him, for they had a garrison in the city put there 
by Apollonius; but when Jonathan waspreparing 
to besiege them, they were afraid he would take 
them by force, and so they opened the gates to 
him. But Apollonius, when he heard that Joppa 
was taken by Jonathan, took three thousand 
horsemen and eight thousand footmen, and came 
to Ashdod, and removing thence, he made his 
journey silently and slowly, and going up to 
Joppa, he made as if he was retiring from the 
place, and so drew Jonathan into the plain, as 
valuing himself highly upon his horsemen, and 
having his hopes of victory principally in them. 
However, Jonathan sallfea out, and pursued 
Apollonius to Ashdod; but as soon as Apollonius 
perceived that his enemy was in the plain, he 
came back and gave him battle: but Apollonius 
had laid a thousand horsemen in ambush in a 
valley, that they might not be seen by their ene¬ 
mies as behind them; which when Jonathan 
perceived, he was under no consternation, but 
ordering his army to stand in a square battle 
array, he gave them a charge to fall on the ene- 

* Of the several JJpollonii about these apes, see Dean 
Prideauxat the year 148. This Apollonius Daus was, 
by his account, the son of that Apollonius who hnd been 
made povernor of Codosyria and Pho-nicia hy Feleucus 
Phllopalcr, and was himself a confidant of his son De¬ 
metrius the father, and restored to his father’s govern- 
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my on both sides, and set them to face those 
that attacked them both before and behind; and 
while the fight lasted till the evening, he gave 
art of his forces to his brother Simon, and or- 
ered him to attack the enemies; but for himself, 
he charged those that were with him to cover 
themselves with their armor, and receive the 
darts of the horsemen, who did as they were 
commanded; so that the enemy’s horsemen, 
while they threw their darts till they had no 
more left, did them no harm, for the darts that 
were thrown did not enter into their bodies, 
being thrown upon the shields, that were united 
and conjoined together, the closeness of which 
easily overcame the force of the. darts, and 
they flew about without any effect. But when 
the enemy grew remiss in throwing their darts 
from morning till late at night, Simon perceived 
their weariness, and fell upon the body of men 
before him; and because bis soldiers showed 
great alacrity, he put the enemy to flight, and 
when the horsemen saw that the footmen ran 
aw'ay, neither did they stay themselves, but they 
being very weary, by the duration of the fight 
till the evening, and their hopes from the foot¬ 
men beiDg quite gone, they basely ran away, and in 
great confusion also, till they were separated one 
from another, and scattered over all the plain. 
Upon which Jonathan pursued them as far as 
Ashdod, and slew a great many of them, and 
compelled the rest, in despair of escaping, to fly 
to the temple of Dagon, which was at Ashdod; 
but Jonathan took the city on the first onset, and 
burnt it, and the villages about it, nor did he ab¬ 
stain from the temple of Dagon itself, but burnt 
it also, and destroyed those that had fled to it. 
Now the entire multitude of the enemies that 
fell in the battle, and were consumed in the tem¬ 
ple, w r ere eight thousand. When Jonathan, there¬ 
fore, had overcome so great an army, he remov¬ 
ed from Ashdod, and came to Askelon; and when 
he had pitched his camp without the city, the 
people of Askelon came out and met him, bring¬ 
ing him hospitable presents, and honoring him; 
so he accepted of their kind intentions, and re¬ 
turned thence to Jerusalem with a great deal of 
prey, which he brought thence when he con- 
auered his enemies; but when Alexander heard 
that Apollonius, the general of his army, was 
beaten, he pretended to be glad of it, because he 
had fought with Jonathan, his friend and ally, 
against his directions. Accordingly, he sent to 
Jonathan, and gave testimony to nis worth; and 
gave him honorary rewards,! as a golden button, 
which it is the custom to give the king’s kins¬ 
men; and allowed him Ekron, and its toparchy, 
for his ow r n inheritance. 

5. About this time it was that king Ptolemy, 
w ho w'as called Philometer, led an army, part by 
the sea, and part by the land, and came to Syria, to 
the assistance of Alexander, who was his son-in- 
law; and accordingly all the cities received him 
willingly, as Alexander had commanded them to 
do, and conducted him as far as Ashdod, where 
they all made loud complaints about the temple 
of Dagon, which was burnt, and accused Jona¬ 
than of having laid it waste, and destroyed the 
country adjoining with fire, and slain a great 
number of them. Ptolemv heard these accusa¬ 
tions, but said nothing. Jonathan also went to 
meet Ptolemy as far as Joppa, and obtained from 
him hospitable presents, and those glorious in 
their kinds, with all the mnrks of honor. And 
when he had conducted him as far as the river 
called Eleutherus, he returned again to Jeru¬ 
salem. 

meat by him, hut afterward revolted from him to Alex¬ 
ander, but not to Demetrius the son, as he supposes. 

t Dr. Hudson observes here, that the Phoenicians and 
Romans used to reward such as had deserved well of 
them, by presenting to them a golden button; see ch. 
v. sect. 4. 
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6. But as Ptolemy was at Ptolemais, he was 
very near to a most unexpected destruction, for 
a treacherous design was laid for his life by Alex¬ 
ander, by the means of Ammonius, who was his 
friend; and as the treachery was very plain, 
Ptolemy wrote to Alexander, and required of 
him that he should bring Ammonius to condiga 

f mnishment, informing him what snares had been 
aid for him by Ammonius, and desiring that he 
might be accordingly punished for it. But when 
Alexander did not comply with his demands, he 
perceived that it was he himself who laid the de¬ 
sign, and was very angry at him. Alexander 
had also formerly been on very ill terms with the 
people of Antioch, for they had suffered very 
much by his means; yet did Ammonius at length 
undergo the punishment his insolent crimes had 
deserved, for he was killed in an opprobrious 
manner, like a woman, while he endeavored to 
conceal himself in a feminine'habit, as we have 
elsewhere related. 

7. Hereupon Ptolemy blamed himself for having 
given his daughter in marriage to Alexander, ana 
tor the league he had made with hint to assist 
him against Demetrius; so he dissolved his rela¬ 
tion to him, and took his daughter away from 
him, and immediately sent to Demetrius, and of¬ 
fered to make a league of mutual assistance and 
friendship with him, and agreed with him to give 
him his daughter in marriage, and to restore nim 
to the principality of his fathers. Demetrius 
was well pleased with this embassage, and ac¬ 
cepted of his assistance, and of the marriage of 
his daughter. But Ptolemy had still one more 
hard task to do, and that was, to persuade the 
people of Antioch to receive Demetrius, because 
they were greatly displeased at him on account 
of the injuries his father Demetrius had done 
them: yet did he bring this about; for as the 
people of Antioch hated Alexander on Ammo* 
nius’s account, as we have showed already, they 
were easily prevailed with to cast him out of An¬ 
tioch; who, thus expelled out of Antioch, came 
into Cilicia. Ptolemy came then to Antioch, and 
was made king by its inhabitants, and by the ar¬ 
my; so that he was forced to put on two diadems, 
the one of Asia, the other of Egypt; but being 
naturally a good and a righteous man, and not 
desirous of what belonged to others, and, besides 
these dispositions, being also a wise man in rea¬ 
soning about futurities, he determined to avoid 
the envy of the Romans; so he called the people 
of Antioch together to an assembly, and persua¬ 
ded them to receive Demetrius; and assured them 
that “he would not be mindful of what they did 
to his father, in case he should now be obliged bv 
them; and he undertook that he would himself 
be a good monitor and governor to him ; and pro¬ 
mised that he would not permit him to attempt 
any bad actions; but that, for his own part, he 
was contented with the kingdom of Egypt.” By 
which discourse he persuaded the people of An¬ 
tioch to receive Demetrius. 

8. But now Alexander made haste with a nu¬ 
merous and great army, and came out of Cilicia 
into Syria, and burnt the country belonging to 
Antioch, and pillaged it; whereupon Ptolemy, 
and his son-in-law Demetrius, brought their ar¬ 
my against him, (for he had already given him 
his daughter in marriage,) and beat Alexander, 
and put him to flight; and accordingly he fled into 
Arabia. Now it happened in the time of the bat¬ 
tle, that Ptolemy’s horse, upon hearing the noise 
of an elephant, cast him off his back, and threw 
him on the ground; upon the sight of which ac¬ 
cident, his enemies fell upon him, and gave him 
many wounds upon his head, and brought him 
into danger of death; for when his guards 
caught him up, he was so very ill, that for four 

♦This name, Demetrius Nicator , or Demetrius the 
conqueror, is so wriiten on liis coins still extant, as 
Hudson and Spanheim inform us: the latter of whom 
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days’ time, he was not able either to understand 
or to speak. However, Zabdiel, a priace among 
the Arabians, cut off Alexander’s head, and sent 
it to Ptolemy, who, recovering of his .vounds,and 
returning to his understanding on the fifth day, 
heard at once a most agreeable hearing, and saw 
a most agreeable sight, which were, the death 
and the head of Alexander; yet a little after this 
his joy for the death of Alexander, with which 
he was so greatly satisfied, he also departed this 
life. Now Alexander, who was called Balas, 
reigned over Asia five years; as we have else¬ 
where related. 

9. But when Demetrius, who was styled Nica- 
tor,* had taken the kingdom, he was so wicked 
as to treat Ptolemy’s soldiers very hardly, neither 
remembering the league of mutual assistance 
that was between them, nor that he was his son- 
in-law rand kinsman, by Cleopatra’s marriage to 
him; so the soldiers fled from his wicked treat¬ 
ment to Alexandria, but Demetrius kept his ele¬ 
phants. But Jonathan the high priest levied an 
army out of all Judea, and attacked the citadel 
at Jerusalem, and besieged it; it was held by a 
garrison of Macedonians, and by some of those 
men who had deserted the customs of their fore¬ 
fathers. These men at first despised the attempts 
of Jonathan for taking the place, as depending 
on it3 strength; but some of those wicked men 
went out by night and came to Demetrius, and 
informed him that the citadel was besieged, who 
was irritated with what he heard, and took his 
army, and came from Antioch against Jonathan. 
And when he was at Antioch, he wrote to him, 
and commanded him to come to him quickly to 
Ptolemais; upon which Jonathan did not inter¬ 
mit the siege of the citadel, but took with him 
the elders of the people, and the priests, and car¬ 
ried with him gold and silver, ana garments, and 
a great number of presents of friendship, and 
came to Demetrius, and presented him with them, 
and thereby pacified tne king’s anger. So he 
was honored by him, and received from him 
the confirmation of his high priesthood, as he 
had possessed it by the grants of the kings his 
predecessors. And when the Jewish deserters 
accused him, Demetrius was so far from giv¬ 
ing credit to them, that when he petitioned him 
that he would demand no more than three hun¬ 
dred talents for the tribute of all Judea, and 
the three toparchies of Samaria, and Perea, and 
Galilee, he complied with the proposal, and gave 
him a letter confirming all those grants, whose 
contents were as follows: “King Demetrius to 
Jonathan his brother, and to the nation of the 
Jews, sendeth greeting: We have sent you a 
copy of that epistle which we have written to 
Easthenes our kinsman, that you may know its 
contents. King Demetrius to Lasthenes our fa¬ 
ther, sendeth greeting: I have determined to 
return thanks, and to show favor to the nation 
of the Jews, who hath observed the rules of Jus¬ 
tice in our concerns. Accordingly, 1 remit to tnem 
the three prefectures, Apherima, and Lydda,and 
Ramatha, which have been added to Judea out 
of Samaria, with their appurtenances; as nlso 
what the kings, my predecessors, received from 
those that offered sacrifices in Jerusalem, and 
what are due from the fruits of the earth, and of 
the trees, and what else belongs to us; with the 
salt pits and the browns that used to be presented 
to us. Nor shall they be compelled to pay any 
of these taxes from this time to all futurity. 
Take care, therefore, that a copy of this epistle 
be taken, and given to Jonathan, and be set up 
in an eminent place of their hob temple.” And 
these were the contents of this writing. And 
now when Demetrius saw that there was peace 
every where, and that there was no danger, nor 

gives us here the entire inscription, KingDemetriue the 
God Philadelphus Nicator. 
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*ear of war, he disbanded the greatest part of 
his army, and diminished their pay, and even re¬ 
tained in pay no others but such foreigners as 
came up with him from Crete, and from the 
other islands. However, this procured him ill- 
will and hatred from the soldiers, on whom he 
bestowed nothing from this time, while the kings 
before him used to pay them in time of peace, as 
thev did before, that they might have their good¬ 
will, and that they might be very ready to under¬ 
go tlie difficulties of Mar, if any occasion should 
require it. 

CHAP. V. 

How Trypho, after he had beaten Demetrius,de- 

livered the Kingdom to Antiochus, the Son of 

Alexander , and gained Jonathanfor his Assist¬ 
ant; andconcerning the Actions and Embassies 

of Jonathan. 

$ 1. Now there was a certain commander of 
Alexander’s forces, an Apamian by birth, whose 
name was Diodotus, and was also called Trypho, 
who took notice of the ill-will the soldiers bare 
to Demetrius, and went to Malchus, the Arabian, 
who brought up Antiochus, the son of Alexan¬ 
der, and told him what ill-will the army bare 
Demetrius, and persuaded him to give him An- 
tioebus, because he would make him king, and 
recover to him the kingdom of his father. Mal¬ 
chus at the first opposed him in this attempt, 
because he could not believe him, but when Try¬ 
pho lay hard at him for a long time, he over¬ 
persuaded him to comply with Trypho’s inten¬ 
tions and entreaties. And this was the state 
Trypho was now in. 

2. But Jonathan the high priest, being desirous 
to get clear of those that ivere in the citadel of 
Jerusalem, and of the Jewish deserters, and 
wicked men, as well as of those in all the garri¬ 
sons in the country, sent presents and ambassa¬ 
dors to Demetrius, and entreated him to take 
away his soldiers out of the strong holds of 
Judea. Demetrius made answer, that after the 
war, which he. was now deeply engaged in, was 
over, he would not only grant him that, but 
greater things than that also, and he desired he 
would send him some assistance; and informed 
him that his army had deserted him. So Jona¬ 
than chose out three thousand of his soldiers, 
and sent them to Demetrius. 

3. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, 
both on account of what mischief he had himself 
done them, and hecause they were his enemies 
also on account of his father Demetrius, who had 
greatly abused them; so they watched some op¬ 
portunity which they might lay hold on, to fall 
upon him. And when they were informed of the 
assistance that was comfng to Demetrius from 
Jonathan, and considered at the same time that 
he would raise a numerous army, unless they 
prevented him, and seized upon him, they took 
their weapons immediately, and encompassed his 
palace in the way of a siege, and seizing upon 
all the ways of getting out, they sought to sub¬ 
due their king. And when he saw that the peo¬ 
ple of Antioch were become his bitter enemies, 
and that thev were thus in arms, he took the 
mercenary soldiers, which he had with him, and 
those Jews who were sent by Jonathan, and as¬ 
saulted the Antiochians; but he was overpowered 
by them, for they were many ten thousands, and 
was beaten. But when the Jews saw that the 
Antiochians were superior, they went up to the 
top of the palace, and shot at them from thence; 
and because the) were so remote from them by 
their height, that they suffered nothing on their 
side, but did great execution on the others, as 
fighting from such an elevation, they drove them 
out of the adjoining houses, and immediately set 
them on fire, whereupon the flame spread itself 
over the whole city, and burnt it nil down. This 
happened by reason of the closeness of the 


houses, and because they were generally ouilt of 
wood; so the Antiochians, when they were not 
able to help themselves, nor to stop the fire, 
were put to flight. And as the Jews leaped from 
the top of one house to the top of another, and 
pursued them after that manner, it thence hap¬ 
pened that the pursuit was so very surprising. 
But when the king saw that the Antiochians 
were very busy in saving their children and their 
wives, and so did not fight any longer, he r ell 
upon them in the narrow passages, and fought 
them, and slew a great number of them, till at 
last they were forced to throw down their arms, 
and to deliver themselves up to Demetrius. So 
he forgave them this their insolent behavior 
and put an end to the sedition: and when he had 
given rewards to the Jews out of the rich spoils 
he had gotten, and had returned them thanks, as 
the cause of his victory, he sent them away to 
Jerusalem to Jonathan, with an ample testimony 
of the assistance they had afforded him. Yetdicl 
he prove an ill man to Jonathan afterward, and 
broke the promises he had made; and he threat- 
ened^that he would make war upon him, unless 
he would pay all that tribute w r nich the Jewish 
nation owed to the first kings [of Syria.j And 
this he had done, if Trypho had not hindered 
him, and diverted his preparations against Jona¬ 
than, to a concern for his own preservation; for 
he now returned out of Arabia into Syria, with the 
child Antiochus, for he was yet in age but a youth, 
and put the diadem on his head: and as the 
whole forces that had left Demetrius, because 
they had no pay, came to his assistance, he made 
war upon Demetrius, and joining battle with him, 
overcame him in the fight, and took from him 
both his elephants and tne city of Antioch. 

4. Demetrius upon his defeat retired into Cili¬ 
cia: but the child Antiochus sent ambassadors 
and an epistle to Jonathan, and made him bis 
friend and confederate, and confirmed to him the 
high priesthood, and yielded up to him the four 
prefectures which had been added to Judea. 
Moreover, he sent him vessels and cups of gold, 
and a purple garment; and gave him leave to use. 
them. He also presented him with a golden 
button, and styled him one of his principal friends, 
and appointed his brother Simon to be the general 
over the forces, from the ladder of Tyre unto 
Egypt. So Jonathan was so well pleased with 
these grants made him by Antiochus, that he 
sent ambassadors to him, and to Trypho, and 
professed himself to be their friend and con¬ 
federate, and said he would join with him in a 
war against Demetrius, informing him that he 
had made no proper returns for the kindnesses 
he had done him; for that when he had received 
many marks of kindness from him, when he 
stood in great need of them, he, for such good 
turns, had requited him with further injuries. 

5. So Antiochus gave Jonathan leave to raise 
himself a numerous army out of Syria and Phoe¬ 
nicia, and to make war against Demetrius’s 
generals; whereupon he went in haste to the 
several cities, which received him splendidly 
indeed, but put no forces into his hands. Ana 
when he was come from thence to Askelon, the 
inhabitants of Askelon came and brought him 
presents, and met him in a splendid manner. He 
exhorted them, and every one of the cities of 
Coelosyria, to forsake Demetrius, and to join with 
Antiochus; and in assisting him, to endeavor to 
punish Demetrius for what offences he had been 
guilty of against themselves; and told them 
there were many reasons for that their proce¬ 
dure, if they had a mind so to do. And when 
he had persuaded those cities to promise their 
assistance to Antiochus, he came to Gaza, in 
order to induce them also to be friends to An¬ 
tiochus; but he found the inhabitants of Gaza 
much more alienated from him than he expected, 
for they shut their gates against him, and al- 
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though they had deserted Demetrius, they had 
not resolved to join themselves to Antiochus. 
This provoked Jonathan to besiege them, and to 
harass their country, for as he set a part of his 
army around about Gaza itself, so with the rest 
he overran their land, and spoiled it and burnt 
what was in it. When the inhabitants of Gaza 
saw themselves in this state of affliction, and that 
no assistance came to them from Demetrius, 
that what distressed them w'as at hand, but what 
should profit them was still at a great distance, 
and it was uncertain whether it would come at 
all or not, they thought it would be prudent 
conduct to leave off any longer continuance with 
him, and to cultivate friendship with the other; 
so they sent to Jonathan, and professed they 
would be his friends, and afford him assistance; 
for such is the temper of men, that before they 
have had the trial of great afflictions, they do 
not understand what is for their advantage; but 
when they find themselves under such afflictions, 
they then change their minds; and what it had 
been better for them to have done before they 
had been at all damaged, they choose to do, but 
not till after they have suffered such damages. 
However, he made a league of friendship with 
them, and took from them nostages for their per¬ 
formance of it, and sent these nostages to Jeru¬ 
salem, w hile he went himself over all the country 
as far as Damascus. 

6. But when he heard that the generals of De¬ 
metrius’s forces were come to the city Kadesh 
with a numerous army, (the place lies between 
the land of the Tyrians and Galilee,) for they 
supposed they should hereby draw him out of 
Syria, in order to preserve Galilee, and that he 
would not overlook the Galileans, who were his 
own people, when war was made upon them, he 
went to meet them, having left Simon in Judea, 
who raised as great an army as he was able out 
of the country, and then sat down before Bethsura 
and besieged it, that being the strongest place in 
all Judea, and a garrison of Demetrius kept it, 
as we have already related. But as Simon was 
raising banks, and bringing his engines of war 
against Bethsura, and was very earnest about 
the siege of it, the garrison was afraid lest the 
place should be taken of Simon by force, and 
they put to the sword; so they sent to Simon, 
and desired the security of his oath, that they 
should come to no harm from him, and that they 
would leave the place, and go away to Deme¬ 
trius. Accordingly he gave them his oath, and 
ejected them out of the city, and he put therein 
a garrison of his own. 

7. But Jonathan removed out of Galilee, and 
from the waters which are called Gennesar, for 
there he was before encamped, and came into 
the plain that is called Asor, without knowing 
that the enemy was there. When therefore De¬ 
metrius’s men knew a day beforehand, that Jo¬ 
nathan was coming against them, they laid an 
ambush in the mountain, who were to assault 
him on the sudden, while they themselves met 
him with an army in the plain, which army, when 
Jonathan saw ready to engage him, he also got 
ready his own soldiers for tne battle as well as 
he was able; but those that were laid in ambush 
by Demetrius’s generals being behind them, the 
Jews were afraid lest they should be caught in 
the midst between two bodies, and perish, so 
they ran away in haste, and indeed all the. rest 
left Jonathan: but a few there were, in number 
about fifty, who staid with him, and with them 
Mattathias the son of Absalom, and Judas the son 
of Chapseus, who were commanders of the whole 
army. These marched boldly, and like men des- 

♦ This clause is otherwise rendered in the first hook 
of the Maccabees, xii. 9. For that ws have the holy 
books of Scripture in our hands to comfort us. The 
Hebrew original being lost, we cannot certainly Judge 
which was the truest version, only the coherence fa- 
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perate, against the enemy, and so pushed them 
that by their courage they daunted them, and 
with their weapons in their hands they put them 
to flight. And when those soldiers of Jonathan 
that nad retired saw the enemy giving way, they 
got together after their flight, and pursued them 
with great violence, and this did they as far at 
Kadesn, where the camp of the enemy lay. 

8. Jonathan having thus gotten a glorious vic¬ 
tory, and slain two thousand of the enemy, re¬ 
turned to Jerusalem. So when he saw that all 
his affairs prospered according to his mind, by 
the providence of God, he sent ambassadors to 
the Romans, being desirous of renewing that 
friendship which their nation had with them for¬ 
merly. He enjoined the same ambassadors, that 
as they came back, they should go to the Spar¬ 
tans, and put them in mind of their friendship 
and kindred. So when the ambassadors came to 
Rome, they went into their senate, and said what 
they were commanded by Jonathan the high priest 
to say, how he had sent them to confirm their 
friendship. The senate then confirmed what had 
been formerly decreed concerning their friend¬ 
ship with the Jews; and gave them letters to 
carry to all the kings of Asia and Europe, and to 
the governors of the cities, that they might 
safely conduct them to their own country. Ac¬ 
cordingly, as they returned, they came to Sparta, 
and delivered the epistle which they had re¬ 
ceived of Jonathan to them; a copy of which 
here follows: “Jonathan the high priest of the 
Jewish nation, and the senate, aaci body of the 
people of the Jews, to the ephori and Senate, 
and people of the Lacedemonians, send greeting' 
If you be well, and both your public ana private 
affairs be agreeable to your minds, it is according 
to our wishes. We are well also. When in former 
times an epistle was brought to Onias, who was 
then our high priest, from Areus, who at that 
time was your king, by Demoteles, concerning 
the kindred that was between us and you, a copy 
of which is here subjoined, we both joyfully re¬ 
ceived the epistle, and were well pleased with 
Demoteles and Areus, although we did not need 
such a demonstration, because we were well sa¬ 
tisfied about it from the sacred writings,* yet did 
not we think fit, first to begin the claim of this 
relation to you, lest we should seem too early in 
taking to ourselves the glory which is now given 
us by you. It is a long time since this relation 
of ours to you has been renewed; and when we, 
ut)on holy and festival days, offer sacrifices to 
God, we pray to him for your preservation and 
victory. As to ourselves, although we have had 
many wars that have compassed us around, by 
reason of the covetousness of our neighbors, yet 
did we not determine to be troublesome either to 
you, or to others that were related to us; but 
since we have now overcome our enemies, and 
have occasion to send Numenius, the son of Antio¬ 
ch us, and Antipater the son of Jason, who are 
both honorable men belonging to our senate, to 
the Romans, we gave them this epistle to you 
also, that they might renew that friendship which 
is between us. You will therefore do well your¬ 
selves to write to us, and send us an account of 
what you stand in need of from us, since we are 
in all things disposed to act according to your 
desires.” So the Lacedemonians received the 
ambassadors kindly, and made a decree for friend¬ 
ship and mutual assistance, and sent it to them. 

9. At this time there were three sects among 
the Jews, who had different opinions concerning 
human actions; the one was called the sect of the 
Pharisees, another the sect of the Sadducees, 
and the other the sect of the Essenes. Now for 

vors Josephus. But if this were the Jews’ meaning, 
that they were satisfied oui of their Bible, that tha 
Jews and Lacedemonians were of kin, that part of their 
Bible ia now lost, for we find no such assertion in our 
present copies. 
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the Pharisees,* they sav that some actions, but 
not all, are the work of (ate, and some of them are 
in our own power, and that they are liable to fate, 
but are not caused by fate. But the sect of the 
Essenes affirm. that fate governs all things, and 
that nothing befalls men but what is according to 
its determination. And for the Sadducees, they 
take away fate, and say there is no such thing, 
and that the events of human affairs are not at 
its disposal, but they suppose that all our actions 
are in our own powei, so that we are ourselves 
the causes of what is good, and receive w'hat is 
evil from our own folly. However, I have given 
a more exact account of these opinions in the 
second book of the Jewish War. 

10. But now the generals of Demetrius, being 
willing to recover tne defeat they had had, ga¬ 
thered a greater army together than they had 
before, and came against Jonathan; but as soon 
as he was informed of their coming, he went 
suddenly to meet them, to the country of Ha- 
moth, for he resolved to give them do opportunity 
of coming into Judea, so he pitched his camp at 
fifty furlongs distant from the enemy, and sent 
out spies to take a view of their camp, and after 
what maoner they were encamped. When his 
spies had given him full information, and had 
seized upon some of them by night, who told him 
the enemy would soon attack nira, he, thus ap¬ 
prized beforehand, provided for his security, and 
laced watchmen beyond his camp, and kept all 
is forces armed all night; and ne gave them a 
charge to be of good courage, and to have their 
minds prepared to fight io the night time, if they 
should be obliged to do so, lest their enemies’ 
designs should seem concealed from them. But 
when Demetrius’s commanders were informed 
that Jonathan knew what they intended, their 
counsels were disordered, and it alarmed them 
to find that the enemy had discovered those 
their intentions, nor did they expect to over¬ 
come them any other way, now they had failed 
in the snares they had laid for them; for should 
they hazard an open battle, they did not think they 
should be a match for Jonathan’s army, so they 
resolved to fly: and having lighted many fires, 
that whea the enemy saw them they might sup¬ 
pose they were there still, they retired. But 
when Jonathan came to give them battle in the 
morning in their camp, and found it deserted, and 
understood they were (led, he pursued them, yet 
he could not overtake them, for they had already 
passed over the river Eleutherus, and were out 
of danger. So when Jonathan was returned 
thence, he went into Arabia, and fought against 
the Nabateans, and drove away a great deal of 
their prey, and took [many] captives, and came 
to Damascus, and there sold on what he had ta¬ 
ken. About the same time it was, that Simon 
his brother went over all Judea and Palestine, us 
far as Askelon. and fortified the strong holds; 
and when he had made them very strong, both 
in the edifices erected, and in the garrisons 
laced in them, lie 'tame to Joppa, and when he 
ad taken it, he brought a great garrison into it, 

* Those that suppose Josephus to contradict himself 
In his lhrec several accounts of the notions of the Pha¬ 
risees, this here, ami t int earlier one, which is the lar¬ 
gest, Of the War, h. !i. chap. viii. sort. H ; and the la¬ 
ter, A ntiq. b. xviii. rhnp, i. sert. 3; as if he sometimes 
said they introduced an nbso'ute fatality, and denied 
all freedom of human actions, is almost who’lv ground¬ 
less; he ever, as the very learned Casanbon here truly 
observes, nssertine, that Pharisees were between the 
Essenes and SaddiKccs, and did only so far ascribe nil 
to fate or Divine Providence, ns was consistent wiln 
the freedom of human actions. However, their per¬ 
plexed way of talking about fate or providence as over¬ 
ruling all thin"9, made it commonly thought they were 
willing to excuse their sins by ascribing them to fate, 
in the Apostolical Constitutions, h. vi. eh. vi. Per¬ 
haps under the same general name some difference of 
opinion in this point might he propagated, pa is very 
MtnmoD in all partica. especially in points of metaphy- 


for he heard that the people of Joppa were dis¬ 
posed to deliver up the city to Demetrius’s ge¬ 
nerals. 

11. When Simon and Jonathan had finished 
these affairs, they returned to Jerusalem, where 
Jonathan gathered all the people together, and 
took counsel to restore the walls of Jerusalem 
and to rebuild the wall that encompassed the 
temple, ^hi<~h had been thrown dowD, aod to 
make the places adjoining stronger by very high 
towers; and besides that, to build another wall 
in the midst of the city, in order to exclude the 
market-place from the garrison, which was in the 
citadel, and by that means to hinder them from 
any plenty of provisions; and moreover, to make 
the fortresses that were in the country much 
stronger, and more defensible, than they were 
before. And when these things were approved 
of by the multitude, as rightly proposed, Jona¬ 
than himself took care of the building that be¬ 
longed to the city, and sent SinioD away to make 
the fortresses in the country more secure than 
formerly. But Demetrius passed over [Euphra¬ 
tes,] and came into Mesopotamia, as desirous ta 
retain that country still, as well as Babylon; and 
when he should have obtained the dominion of 
the upper provinces, to lay a foundation forreco- 
vering his entire kingdom; for those Greeks and 
Macedonians who dwelt there, frequently sent 
ambassadors to him and promised, that if he 
would come to them they would deliver them¬ 
selves up to him, and assist him in fighting 
against Arsaces.f the king of the Parthians. So 
he was elevated with these hopes, and came 
hastily to them, as having resolved that, if he 
had once overthrown the Parthians and gotteu 
an army of his own, he would make war against 
Trypho, and eject him out of Syria; and the 
people of that country received him with great 
alacrity. So he raised forces, with which be 
fought against Arsaces, and lost all his army, 
and was hinuelf taken alive, as we have else¬ 
where related. 

CHAP. VI. 

How Jonathan was slain by Treachery; and how 
thereupon the Jews made Simon their General 
and High Priest: what courageous Actions he 
also performed, especially against Trypho. 

$ 1. Now wheD Trypho knew what had b&- 
fallen Demetrius, lie w r as no longer firm (o An 
tiochus, but contrived by subtletv to kill him, anti 
then take possession of his kingdom; but the 
fear that he was in of Jonathan was an obstacle 
to this his design, for Jonathan was a friend to 
Antiochus, for which cause he resolved first to 
take Jonathan out of the way, and then to set 
about his design relating to Antiochus: but he 
judging it best to take him off" by deceit and 
treachery, came from Antioch to Bethshan, 
which bv the Greeks is called Scythopolis, at 
which place Jonathan nut him with forty thou¬ 
sand chosen men, for he (bought that became to 
fight him; but when he perceived that Jonathan 
was ready to fight, he attempted to gain him by 

sical fiuhtlety: however, our Josephus, who in his 
heart was a «rcnt adiniror of the piety of the Essenes, 
was yet in prartirc a Pharisee, a3 he himself informs 
iis.in his own Life, sect. 2. And Ids account of this 
doctrine of the Pharisees, is for certain agreeable to 
Jiis own opinion, who both fully allowed the free¬ 
dom of human nriions, and yet strongly believed thn 
powerful interposition of Divine Providence. Sec con 
cernins this matter a remarkable clause, Aiitirj. b. xvi. 
chap, .xi.sect, ?. 

jThis kins, who was of the famous race of Arsaces, is 
hotli here, and 1 Maccah. xiv. 2, called by the family 
name Arsaces, hut Appinn says, his proper name waa 
Phraates . lie is also called by Josephus, the king of 
the Parthians, as the Greeks used to call them, but by 
the elder author of the first hook of Maccabees, tho 
king of the Persians and Medcs , according to the lan- 
cua^e of the eastern nations. Sec Authent. Ree. part 
ii. p. 1103. 
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presents and kind treatment, and gave order to 
his captains to obey him, and by these means was 
desirous to give assurance of his good-will, and 
to take away all suspicions out of his mind, that 
so he might make him careless and inconsiderate, 
and might take him when be was unguarded. He 
also advised him to dismiss his army, because 
there was no occasion for bringing it with him 
when there was no war, but all was in peace. 
However, he desired him to retain a few about 
him, and go with him to Ptolemais, for that he 
would deliver the city uptohim.and would bring 
all the fortresses that were in the country under 
his dominion; and he told him, that he came with 
those very designs. 

2. Yet did not Jonathan suspect anv thing at 
all by this his management, but believed that Try- 
pho g-ave him this advice out of kindness, and 
with a sincere design. Accordingly, he dismiss¬ 
ed his army; and retained no more than three 
thousand of them with him, and left two thou¬ 
sand in Galilee, and he himself, with one thou¬ 
sand, came with Trypho to Ptolemais: but when 
the people of Ptolemais had shut their gates, as 
it had been commanded by Trypho to do, he took 
Jonathan alive, and slew all that were with him. 
He also sent soldiers against the two thousand 
that were left in Galilee, in order to destroy them; 
but those men having heard the report of what 
had happened to Jonathan, they prevented the 
execution, and before those that were sent bv 
Trypho came, they covered themselves with 
their armor, and went away out of the country. 
Now when those that were sent against them 
saw that they were ready to fight for their lives, 
the}' gave them no disturbance, but returned 
back to Trypho. 

3. But when the people of Jerusalem heard 
that Jonathan was taken, and that the soldiers 
who were with him were destroyed, they deplo¬ 
red his sad fate, and there was earnest inquiry 
made about him by every body, and a great and 
just fear fell upon them, and made them sad, lest 
now they were deprived of the courage and 
conduct of Jonathan, the nations about them 
should bear them ill-will; and as they were be¬ 
fore quiet on account of Jonathan, they should 
now rise up against them, and by making war 
with them, should force them into the utmost 
dangers. And indeed what they suspected really 
befell them, for when the nations heard of the 
death of Jonathan, they began to make war with 
the' Jews as now destitute of a governor; and 
Trypho himself got an army together, and had 
an intention to go up to Judea, and make war 
against its inhabitants. But when Simon saw 
that the people of Jerusalem were terrified at 
the circumstances they were in, he desired to 
make a speech to them, and thereby to render 
them more resolute in opposing Trypho when he 
should come against them'. He then called the 
people together into the temple, and thence be¬ 
gan thus to encourage them: “O my country¬ 
men, you are not ignorant that our fathers, my¬ 
self, and my brethren, have ventured to hazard 
our lives, and that willingly, for the recovery of 
your liberty; since I have, therefore,such plenty 
of examples before me, and we of our family 
have determined with ourselves to die for our 
laws and our divine worship, there shall no ter¬ 
ror be so great as to banish this resolution from 
our souls, not (o introduce in its place a love of 
life, and a contempt of glory. Do you therefore 
follow me with alacrity whithersoever I shall 
lead } 0 u, as not destitute of such a captain as is 
willing to suffer, and to do the greatest things 
for you; for neither am I better than my brethren 
that I should be sparing of my own life, nor so 
far worse than they as to avoid and refuse what 
they thought the most honorable of all things; 
I mean, to undergo death for your laws, and for 
lhat worship of God which is "peculiar to you; I 


will therefore give such proper demonstrations 
as will show that I am their own brother; a.. ’ I 
am so bold as to expect that I shall avenge their 
blood upon our enemies, and deliveryon all, with 
your wives and children, from the injuries they 
intend against you, and, with God's assistance, 
to preserve your temple from destruction by 
them, for I see that tnose nations have you in 
contempt, as being without a governor, and that 
they thence are encouraged to make war against 
you.” 

4. By this speech of Simon he inspired the 
multitude with courage, and as they nad been 
before dispirited through fear, they were now 
raised to a good hope of better things, insomuch, 
that the whole multitude of the people cried out 
all at once, that Simon should be their leader, 
and that instead of Judas and Jonathan his bre¬ 
thren, he should have the government over them: 
and they promised that they would readily obey 
him in" whatsoever he should command them. 
So he got together immediately all his own sol¬ 
diers that were fit for war, and made haste in re¬ 
building the walls of the city, and strengthening 
them by very high and strong towers, and sent a 
friend of h'is, one Jonathan the friend of Absa¬ 
lom, to Joppa, and gave him orders to eject the 
inhabitants out of the city, for he was afraid lest 
they should deliverup the city to Trypho, but he 
himself stayed to secure Jerusalem. 

5. But Trypho removed from Ptolemais with a 
great army, and came into Judea, and brought 
Jonathan "with him in bonds. Simon also met 
him with his army, at the city Adida, which is 
upon a hill, and beneath it lie the plains of Judea. 
And when Trypho knew that Simon was by the 
Jews made their governor, he sent to him, and 
would have imposed upon him by deceit and 
treachery; and desired, if he would have his bro¬ 
ther Jonathan released, that he would send him 
a hundred talents of silver, and two of Jonathan’s 
sons as hostages, that when he shall be released, 
he may not make Judea revolt from the king, for 
that at present he was kept in bonds on account 
of the money he had borrowed of the king, and 
now owed it’ to him. But Simon was aware of 
the craft of Trypho, and although he knew that 
if he gave him the money he should lose it, and 
that Trypho would not set his brother free, and 
withal should deliver the sons of Jonathan to 
the enemy, yet because he was afraid that he 
should have a calumny raised against him among 
the multitude as the cause of his brother’s death, 
if he neither gave the money nor sent Jonathan’s 
sons, he gathered his army together, and told 
them what offers Trypho had made, and added 
this, that the offers were ensnaring and treache¬ 
rous, and yet that it was more eligible to send 
the money and Jonathan’s sons than to be liable 
to the imputation of not complying with Trv- 
pho’s offers, and thereby refusing to save his 
nrother. Accordingly, Simon sent the sons of 
Jonathan and the money; but when Trypho had 
received them, he did not keep his promi-e, nor 
set Jonathan free, but took bis army, and went 
about all the country, and resolved to go after¬ 
ward to Jerusalem by the way of Idumea, while 
Simon went over again«t him with his army, and 
all along pitched his own camp over against his. 

6. But when those that were in the citadel had 
sent to Trypho, and besought him to make ha>te 
and come to them, and to send them provisions, 
he prepared his cavalry as though he would be 
at Jerusalem that very night, but so great a quan¬ 
tity of snow tell in the night, it covered the 
roads, and made them so deep, that there was no 
passing, especially for the cavalrv. This hinder¬ 
ed him from coming to Jerusalem, whereupon 
Trypho removed thence, and came into Ccelo- 
syria, and falling vehemently upon the land of 
Gilead, he slew Jonathan there, and when he had 
given order for his burial, lie returned himself to 
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Antioch. However, Simon sent some to the city 
Basca to bring away his brother’s bones, and 
buried them in their own city Modin; and all the 
people made great lamentation over him. Simon 
also erected a very large monument for his fa¬ 
ther nnd his brethren, of white and polished 
stone, and raised it to a great height, ana so as lo 
be seen a long way off, and made cloisters about 
it, and set up pillars, which were of oue stone 
apiece; a work it was wonderful to see. More¬ 
over, he built seven pyramids aUo for his parents 
and his brethren, one for each of them, which 
were made very surprising, both for their large¬ 
ness and beauty, and which have been preserved 
to this day; ana we know that it was Simon who 
bestowed so much zeal about the burial of Jona¬ 
than, and the building of these monuments for 
his relations. Now Jonathan died when he had 
been high priest four years,* and had been also 
the governor of his nation. And these were the 
circumstances that concerned his death. 

7. But Simon, who was made high priest by 
the multitude, on the very first year of his high 
priesthood set his people free from their slavery 
under the Macedonians, and permitted them to 
pav tribute to them no longer; which liberty 
an'J freedom from tribute they ohtained after a 
hundred and seventy years of the kingdom of 
the Assyrians,! which was after Seleueus, who 
was called Nicator, got the dominion over Syria. 
Now the affection of the multitude towards Si¬ 
mon was so great, that in their contracts one 
with another, and in the public records, they 
wrote, " In the first year of Simon the benefac¬ 
tor and cthnarch of the Jews:” for under him 
they were very happy, and overcame the ene¬ 
mies that were round about them, for Simon 
overthrew the city Gazara, and Joppa, and Jani- 
nia. He also took the citadel of Jerusalem by- 
siege, and east it down to the ground, that it 
might not be any more a place ofrefuge to their 
enemies when they took it, to do them a mischief, 
as it had been tilf now. And when he had done 
thi 3 , he thought it their best way, and most for 
their advantage, to level the very mountain itself 
upon which the citadel happened to stand, that 
so the temple might be higher than it. And, in- 

* There is some great error in the copies here, when 
no more than four years are ascribed to the tiiffli priest¬ 
hood of Jonathan. We know by Josephus’s last Jew¬ 
ish chronology, Autiiph. xx. ch. x. that there was an 
inloi val of seven years between the death of Alcimus 
or Jacimus, the? last high priest, and the real high priest¬ 
hood of Jonathan, to whom yet those seven years seem 
here to he ascribed, as a part of them were to Judas be¬ 
fore, Antic), b. xii. chap. x. sect. (>. Now since, besides 
these seven years interregnum in the pontificate, we 
arc told, Antic), h. xx. ch. x. that Jonathan’9 real high 
priesthood lasted seven years more, these two seven 
years will make tip fourteen years, which 1 suppose 
was Josephus’s own muni cr in this place, instead of 
the four in our present copies. 

f These 171> years of the Assyrians mean no more, as 
Josephus explains himself here, than from the era uf 
Seleueus, which, as it is known to have begun on ti c 
312th year before rl c Christian era, from its spring in 
the first book of Maccabees, and from its autumn in 
the second book of Maccabees, so did it not begin at 
Babylon till the next spring on the 311th year. Scm? 
J’rid. at the year 312. Anri it is truly observed by Dr. 
Hudson oil this place, that the Syrians and Assyiians 
are sometimes confounded in ancient authors, accor¬ 
ding in *hc words uf Justin the epitomizer of Trogus 
Pompeiiis, who says, “That the Assyrians wereaficr- 
ward called Syrians." It. i. ch. xi. Fee Of the war, 
b. v. ch. ix. sect. 4, whore the Philistines themselves, 
at the very south limit of Syria, in its utmost extent, 
are called Assyrians by Josephus, as Fpunheim ob¬ 
serves. 

1 It must here he diligently noted, that Josephus's copy 
of the first book of .Maccabees, which he had so careful¬ 
ly fo’lowed, and fnit.ifully abridged ng far us the fifith 
verse of the twelfth chapter, seems there to have ended. 
What few things there are afterward common to both, 
might pro’vil ty bo learned by him from some other 
more imperfect records. However, we must exactly ob¬ 
serve here, what the remaining part of that hook of the 
Maccabees informs us of, and what Josephus would 


OF THE JEWS. 

deed, when he had called the multitude to an as. 
sembly, he persuaded them to have it so demo¬ 
lished, and (his by putting them in mind what 
miseries they haa suffered by its garrison, and 
the Jewish deserters, and what miseries they 
might hereafter suffer in case any foreigner 
should obtain the kingdom, and put a garrison 
into that citadel. This speech induced the mul¬ 
titude to a compliance, because he exhorted them 
to do nothing but what was for their own good: 
so they all set themselves to the work, and level¬ 
led the mountain, and in that work spent both 
day and night without any intermission, w-hicb 
cost them three whole years before it was re¬ 
moved, and brought to an entire level with the 
plain of the rest of the city. After which the 
temple was the highest of all the buildings, now 
the citadel, as well as the mountain whereon it 
stood, were demolished. And these actions were 
thus performed under Simon. 

CHAP. VII. 

How Simon confederated himself with Antiochus 
Pius , nnd made fPar with Trypho; and a little 
afterward against Cendehcus , the General of 
Antiochus's Army: as also how Simon was 
murdered by his son-in-law Ptolemy , and that 
by Treachery. 

$ 1. Now a little while after Demetrius had 
been carried into captivity4 Trypho his governor 
destroyed Antiochus the son of Alexander,|| who 
was also called the god ,$ and this when he had 
reigned four years, though he gave it out that he 
died under tlie hands of the surgeons. He then 
sent his friends and those that were most iiiti- 
mate with him to the soldiers; and promised 
that he would give them a great deal of money 
if they would make him king. He intimated to 
them that Demetrius was made a captive b} r the 
Parthians; and that Demetrius’s brother Autio- 
chus, if he came to be king, would do them n 
great deal of mischief, in way of revenge for 
their revolting from his brother. So the. soldiers 
in expectation of the wealth they should get by 
bestowing the kingdom on Trypho, made him 
their ruler. However, when Trypho had gained 

never have omitted, had his copy contained so much, 
that this Simon the Great, the Maccahce, made a league 
with Antiochus Soter, the son of Demetrius Soter, and 
brother of the other Demetrius, who was now a captive 
in Partkia,that upon his coming lo the crown, n’oui 
the 140th year before the Christian era, lie granted great 
privileges to the Jewish nation, and to Simon their high 
priest and cthnarch, which privileges Simon seems to 
have taken of his own accord, about throe years before, 
hi particular lie gave him leave to coin money for his 
country, with his own stamp; and as concerning Jeru¬ 
salem,and the sanctuary, that they should he free, or as 
the vulgar Latin hath it, holy and free, 1 Marcnb. xv. 
6,7, which I take to be the true reading, ns being ti e ve¬ 
ry words of bis f.dbcr’s concession offered to Jonathan 
several years before, ch. x. 31, and Auli<|. b. xiii. ch. ii. 
sect. 3. Now what makes this date, and these grants 
greatly remarkable, is the state of the remaining genu 
ine shekels of the Jews with Samaritan characters 
which seem to have been, most ol them at least, coined 
in tlie first four years of this Simon the Asmoncan, and 
having upon them those words on one side, Jerusalem 
the holy, and on the reverse. In the year of freedom, l 
or 2, or 3, or 4, which shekels therefore are origi¬ 
nal monuments of those times, and undeniable marks 
of the truth of the history in those chapters, though it 
be in great measure omitted by Josephus. Fee Essay 
on Hie Old Testament, p. I. r »7, 1.78. The reason why 1 
rather suppose that his copy of the Macrahccs wanted 
these chapters, than that his own copies arc here im¬ 
perfect, is this, that all their commits arc not here omit¬ 
ted, though much the greater part be. 

|| How Trypho killed this Antiochus, the epitome of 
I.ivy informs us, ch.o3, viz. that he corrupted his phy¬ 
sicians or surgeons, who falsely pretending to the peo¬ 
ple that lie was perishing with ihe stone, as they cut him 
for it, killed him, which exactly agrees witlrJuscphus. 

$That this Antiochus the son of Alexander Bala, 
was called the god, is evident from his coins, which 
Spanhemi assures us, bear this inscription, King An- 
tioehus the God, Kpiphanes the Victorious , 
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the management of affairs, he demonstrated his 
disposition to be wicked; for while he was a pri¬ 
vate person, he cultivated a familiarity with the 
multitude, and pretended to great moderation, 
and so drew them on artfully to whatsoever he 
leased; but when he had once taken the king- 
om, he laid aside any farther dissimulation, and 
was the true Trypho, which behavior made his 
enemies superior to him, for the soldiery hated 
him, and revolted from him to Cleopatra the 
wife of Demetrius, W'ho was then shut up in Se- 
leucia with her children. But as Antiochus, the 
brother of Demetrius, who was called Soter, was 
not admitted by any of the cities on account of 
Trypho, Cleopatra sent to him, and invited him 
to marry her, and to take the kingdom. The 
reasons why she made this invitation were these: 
that her friends persuaded her to it, and that she 
was afraid of herself, in case some of the people 
of Seleucia should deliver up the city to Trypho. 

2. As Antiochus was now come to Seleucia, 
and his forces increased every day, he marched 
to fight Trypho; and having beaten him in the 
battle, he ejected him out of the Upper Syria 
into Phoenicia, and pursued him thither, and be¬ 
sieged him in Dora, which was a fortress hard 
to be taken, whither he had fled. He also sent 
ambassadors to Simon, the Jewish high priest, 
about a league of friendship and mutual assist¬ 
ance; who readily accepted of the invitation, and 
sent to Antiochus great sums of money, and pro¬ 
visions, for those that besieged Dora, and there¬ 
by supplied them very plentifully, so that for a 
little while he was looked upon as one of his 
most intimate friends: but still Trypho lied from 
Dora to Apamia, where he was taken during the 
siege, and put to death, when he had reigned 
three years. 

3. However, Antiochus forgot the kind assist¬ 
ance that Simon had afforded him in his neces- 
sity, by reason of his^ovetous and wicked dispo¬ 
sition, and committed an army of soldiers to nis 
friend Cendebeus, and sent him at once to ra¬ 
vage Judea, and to seize Simon. When Simon 
heard of Antiochus’s breaking his league with 
him, although he were uow in years, yet, pro¬ 
voked with the unjust treatment he had met 
with from Antiochus, and taking a resolution 
brisker than his age could well bear, he went 
like a yourig man to act as general of his army. 
He also sent his sons before among the mo* s t 
hardy of his soldiers, and he himself marched 
on with his army another way, and laid many of 
his men in ambushes, in the narrow valleys be¬ 
tween the mountains; nor did he fail of success 
many one of his attempts, but was too hard for 
his enemies in every one of them. So he led the 
rest of his life in peace, and did also himself 
make a league with the Romans. 

4. Now he was the ruler of the Jews in all 
eight years; but at a feast came to his end. It 
was caused by the treachery of his son-in-law, 
Ptolemy, who caught also his wife, and two of 
his sons, and kept them in bonds. He also sent 
some to kill Jonn, the third son, whose name 
was Hyixanus; but the young man perceiving 

* Here Josephus begins to follow and to abridge the 
next sacred Hebrew l ook, styled, in the end of the first 
book of Maccabees, The Chronicles of John's [Ihjrca- 
nus's]hitrh priesthood, but in someof the Greek copies, 
the fourth book of Maccabees. A (I reek version of this 
chronicle was extant not very lonsr ago, in the days of 
Santcs Pagninus,aiid Sixtus Scnensis.at Lyons, though 
It seems to have been there bur it, and to be now utterly 
lost. See Sixtus Scnensis’a account of it, of its many 
Hebraisms, and its great agreement with Josephus’s 
abridgment,in the Autkent. Rer.. part i. p. 206,207,208. 

f Hence we learn, that in the days of this excellent high 
priest, John llyrcamis, the observation of the Sabbatic 
year , as Josephus supposed, required a rest from tear, 
as did that of the weekly Sabbath from work; 1 mean 
this, unless in the case of necessity, when the Jews were 
attacked by their enemies, in which case indeed, aud 
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them coming, he avoided the danger he was in 
from them, and made haste into the city [Jeru¬ 
salem,]* as relying on the good-will of the mul¬ 
titude, because of the benefits they had received 
from his father, and because of the hatred the 
same multitude bare to Ptolemy; so that when 
Ptolemy was endeavoring to enter the city by 
another gate, they drove him away, as having 
already admitted Hyrcanus. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Hyrcanus receives the High Priesthood , and 
ejects Ptolemy out of the Country. Antiochus 
makes JVar against Hyrcanus , and afterward 
makes a League with him. 

§ 1. So Ptolemy retired to one of the fortress¬ 
es that was above Jericho, which was called 
Dagon: but Hyrcanus having taken the priest¬ 
hood that had been his father’s before, and in the 
first place propitiated God by sacrifices, he then 
made an expedition against Ptolemy; and when 
he made his attacks upon the place, in other 
points he was too hard for him, but was rendered 
weaker than he, by the commiseration he had 
for his mother and brethren, and by that only, 
for Ptolemy brought them upon the wall, and 
tormented them in the sight of all, and threat¬ 
ened that he would throw them down headlong, 
unless Hyrcanus would leave off the siege. And 
as he thought, that so far as he relaxed as to the 
siege and taking of the place, so much favor 
did he show to those that were dearest to him 
by preventing their misery, his zeal about it was 
cooled. However, his mother spread out her 
hands, and begged of him that he would not 
row remiss on her account, but indulge his in- 
ignation so much the more, and that he would 
do his utmost to take the place quickly, in order 
to get their enemy under his power, and then to 
avenge upon him what he had done to those that 
were dearest to himself; for that death would be 
to her sweet, though with torment, if that enemy 
of theirs might be brought to punishment for his 
wicked dealings to them. Now, when his mother 
said so, he resolved to take the fortress imme¬ 
diately; but when he saw her beaten and torn 
to pieces, his courage failed him, and he could 
not but sympathize with what his mother suffered, 
and was thereby overcome. And as the siege 
was drawn out into length by this means, that 
year on which the J ews used to rest came on, for 
the Jews observe this rest every seventh year, 
as they do every seventh day; so that Ptolemy 
being for this cause released from the war,f he 
slew the brethren of Hyrcanus, and his mother; 
and when he had so done, he fled to Zeno, who 
was called Cotylais, who was then the tyrant of 
the city of Philadelphia. 

2. But Antiochus being very uneasy at the 
miseries that Simon had brought upon him, he 
invaded Judea in the fourth year of his reign, 
and the first year of the principality of Hyrea¬ 
lms, in the hundred and sixty-second Olympiad.^ 
And when he had burnt the country, he shut up 
Hyrcanus in the city, which he encompa-seu 

in which alone, they then allowed defensive fi jhtiug to 
be lawful even on the Sabbath-day, as we see in several 
places of Josephus. Antiq. b. xii. ch. vi. sect. 2; b. xiii. 
ch. i. sect. 3: Of the War, b. i. ch. vii. seel. 3. Rut then 
it must be noted, that this rest from war noway ap¬ 
pears in the first book of Maccabees, chap. xvi. I nt the 
direct rontrnry : though indeed the Jews, in the days o. 
Antiochus Upiphancs, did not venture upon fighting on 
the Sabbath-day, even in the defence of their own lives, 
till the Asmoneans or Maccabees ilecrcod so to Jo, 1 
Marmh. ii. 72—II; Antiq.b. xii. ch. vi. sect. 2. 

t Josephus's copies, both Greek ami f.r.tiu. have here 
n gross mistake, when they say ihat this first year of 
John Hyrcanus, which wc have just now seen to have 
been a Sabbatic year, was in the lt*2d Olympiad, wnere- 
as,ii was for certain the second year of the See 

the like before, b. xii. ch. vii. sect. 6. 

Y 
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round with seven encampments, but did nothing 1 
at the first, because of the strength of the walls, 
and because of the valor of the besieged; al-. 
though they were once in want of water, which 
yet they were delivered from by a large shower 
of rain, which fell at the setting of the Ideiades.* 
However, about the north part of the wall, where 
it happened the city was upon n level with the 
qutward ground, the king raised a hundred tow¬ 
ers of three stories high, and placed bodies of 
soldiers upon them, and as he made his attacks 
every (lay, he cut a double ditch, deep and broad, 
and confined the inhabitants within it as within 
a wall; but the besieged contrived to make fre¬ 
quent sallies out, and if the enemy were not any 
where upon their guard, they fell upon them, and 
did them a great deal of mischief, and ifthey per¬ 
ceived them, they then retired into the city with 
ease. But hecause Hyrcanus discerned the in¬ 
convenience of so great a number of men in the 
city, while the provisions were the sooner spent 
by them, and yei, as is natural to suppose, those 
great numbers did nothing, he separated the use¬ 
less part, and excluded them out of the city, and 
retained that part only who were in the flo\Ver of 
their age, and fit for war. However, Antiochus 
would not let those that were excluded go away, 
who therefore wandering about between the 
walls, and consuming away by famine, died mi¬ 
serably; but when the feast of tabernacles was 
at hand, those that were within commiserated 
their condition, and received them in again. 
Aod when Hyrcanus sent to Antiochus, and de¬ 
sired there might be a truce for seven days, be¬ 
cause of the festival, he gave way to his piety to¬ 
wards God, and made that truce accordingly: 
and beside that, he sent in a magnificent sacri¬ 
fice, bulls with their horns gilded,f with all sorts 
of sweet spices, and with cups of gold and silver. 
So those tnat were at the gates received the sa¬ 
crifices from those that brought them, and led 
them to the temple, Antiochus in the mean while 
feasting his army; which was a quite different 
conduct from Antiochus Epiphanes, who, when 
he had taken the ritv, offered swine upon the 
altar, and sprinkled tfie temple with the broth of 
their flesh, in order to violate the laws of the 
Jews, and the religion they derived from their 
forefathers; for which reason our nation made 
war with him, and would never be reconciled to 
him; but for this Antiochus, all men called him 
Antiochus the Pious, for the great zeal he had 
about religion. 

3. Accordingly, Hyrcanus took this moderation 
of bis kindly; and when he understood how reli¬ 
gious he was towards the Deitv, he sent an em¬ 
bassage to him, and desired that he would re¬ 
store the settlements they received from their 
forefathers. So he rejected the counsel of those 
that would have him utterly destroy the nation 
by reason of their way of living,{ which was to 
others unsociable, and did not regard what they 
said. But being persuaded that all they said 
was out of a religious mind, he answered the 
ambassadors, that if the besieged would deliver 
up their arms, and pay tribute, for Joppa, and the 
other cities which bordered upon Judea, and ad¬ 
mit a garrison of his; on these term* he would 
make war against them no longer. But the Jews 
although they were, content with the other condi¬ 
tion®, did not agree to admit the garrison, because 

•This heliacal HCttinjj of the Pleiades, or seven stars, 
was in the day* of llyrennn* and Josephus, early in the 
spring, about February, ttie time of the latter rain in 
Judea: and this, so far os 1 remember, is the only astro¬ 
nomical character of time, besides one eclipse of the 
moon In the reign ofllernd, that we meet with in nil 
Josephus, the Jews being little acrusiomed to astro¬ 
nomical observations, any farther than for the usea 
of their calendar, and utterly forbidden those astro¬ 
logical uses which the heathens commonly made of 
them. 

t Dr Hudson tells us here, that this custom of gilding 
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they could not associate with other people, nor 
converse with them; yet ivere they willing, in¬ 
stead of the admission of the garrison, to give 
him hostages, and five hundred talents of silver, 
of which they paid down three hundred, and sent 
the hostages immediately, which king Antiochu* 
accepted. Ooe of these hostages was Hyrcanus’e 
brother; but still he hroke down the fortifications 
that encompassed the city; and upon these condi¬ 
tions Antiochus broke up the siege aod departed. 

4. But Hyrcanus opened the sepulchre of Da¬ 
vid, who excelled all other kings in riches, and 
took out of it three thousand talents. He was 
also the first of the Jews that, relying on this 
wealth, maintained foreign troops. There wa* 
also a league of friendship and mutual assistance 
made between them; upon which Hyrcanus ad¬ 
mitted him into the city, and furnished him with 
whatsoever his army wanted in great plenty, and 
with great generosity, and marched along with 
him when he made an expedition against the 
Parthians; of which Nicolaus, of Damascus, is a 
witness for us; who in his history writes thus: 
“ When Antiochus had erected a trophy at the 
river Lycus, upon his conquest of Indates, the 
general of the Parthians, he stayed there two 
days. It was at the desire of Hyrcanus the Jew, 
because it was such a festival derived to them 
from their forefathers, whereon the law of the 
Jews did not allow them to travel.” And truly he 
did not speak falsely in saying so; for that festi¬ 
val, which we call Pentecost, did then fall out to 
be the next day to the Sabbath: nor is it lawful 
for us to journey,|j cither oo the Sabbath-day, or 
on a festival-day. But when Antiochus joined 
battle with Arsaces, the king of Parthia, he lost 
a great part of his army, and was himself slain; 
and his brother Demetrius succeeded in the king¬ 
dom of Syria by the permission of Arsaces, who 
freed him from his captivity, at the same time 
that Antiochus attacked Parthia, as we have for¬ 
merly related elsewhere. 

CHAP. IX. 

How , after the Death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus 

made an Expedition against Syria, and made 

a I,eague with the Romatis. Concerning the 

Death of King Demetrius and Alexander. 

} 1. But when Hyrcanus heard of the death 
of Antiochus, he presently made an expedition 
against the cities of Syria, hoping to find them 
destitute of fighting men, and ot such as were 
able to defend them. However, it was not till 
the sixth month that he took Medaba, and that 
not w ithout the great distress of his army. After 
this lie took Samega, and the neighboring 
places; and besides these, Shechcm and Geriz- 
zini, and the nation of the Cutheans, who dwelt 
at the temple which Alexander permitted San- 
ballat, the general of his army, to build for the 
sake of Manasseh, who was son-in-law to Jnd- 
dua, the high priest, as we have formerly rela 
ted, which temple was no\v deserted two hun 
dred years after it was built. Hyrcanus took 
also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and 
subdued all the Jdumenns, and permitted them 
to Slav in that country if thev rvould circumcise 
their genitals, and make use of the laws of the 
Jews; and they were so desirous of living in the 
country of their forefathers, that they submitted 

the horns of those oxen dial were tn !>e sacrificed, is & 
known thinR both in Ihe poets and orators. 

1 This account in Josephus, that the present Antiochu* 
was persuaded, though in vain, not to make peace with 
the Jews, but to cut them off utterly, is fully confirmed 
by Diodorus Siculus, in Pholius’s extracts out of his 34th 
Book. 

|) The Jews were not to march, or journey, on th« 
Sabbath, or on such n great feslival as was equivalent 
to the Sabbath, anj farther than a Sabbath-day's jour¬ 
ney, or <2000 cuhilt Sec the note on Antiq. b. xx ch 
viii. *ect. C 
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to the use of circumcision, and of the rest of the 
Jewish ways of living;* at which time, there¬ 
fore, this befell them, that they were hereafter 
no other than Jews. 

2. But Hyrcanus* the high priest, was desirous 
to renew that league of friendship they had with 
the Romans. Accordingly, he sent an embassage 
to them; and when the senate had received their 
epistle, they made a league of friendship with 
them, after the manner following: “Fanius, the 
eon of Marcus the praetor, gathered the senate 
together on the eighth day before the ides of 
February, in the senate-house, when Lucius 
Manlius the son of Lucius, of the Mentine tribe, 
and Cams Sempronius the son of Caius, of the 
Falerniau tribe, were present. The occasion was, 
that the ambassadors sent by the people of the 
Jews.f Simon, the son of Dositheus, and Apollo¬ 
nius, the son of Alexander, and Diodorus, the 
son of Jason, who were good and virtuous men, 
had somewhat to propose about that league of 
friendship and mutual assistance which subsisted 
between them and the Romans, and about other 

ublic aifairs, who desired that Joppa, and the 

avens, and Gazara, and the springs i of Jordan,]] 
and the several other cities and countries ot 
theirs, which Antiochus had taken from them in 
the war, contrary to the decree of the senate, 
might be restored to them; and that it might not 
be lawful for the king’s troops to pass through 
their couutry, and the countries of those that 
are subject to them. And that what attempts 
Antiochus had made during that war, without 
the decree of the senate, might be made void; 
and that they would send ambassadors, who 
should take care that restitution be made them 
of what Antiochus had taken from them, and 
that they should make an estimate of the coun¬ 
try that had been laid waste in the war, and that 
they would grant them letters of protection to 
the kings, and free people, in order to theirquiet 
return home. It was, therefore, decreed, as to 
those points, to renew their league of friendship 
and mutual assistance with these good men, and 
who were sent by a good and a friendly people.” 
But that as to the letters desired, their answer 
was, that the senate would consult about that 
matter, when their own affairs would give them 
leave, and that they tvould endeavor, for the 
time to come, that no like injury should be done 
them; and that their praetor, Fanius, should give 
them money out of tne public treasury to bear 
their expenses home. And thus did Fanius dis¬ 
miss the Jewish ambassadors, and grave them 
money out of the public treasury, and gave the 
decree of the senate to those that were to con¬ 
duct them, and take care that they should return 
home in safety. 

3. And thus stood the affairs of Hyrcanus the 
high priest. But as for king Demetrius, who had 
a mind to make war against Hyrcanus, there 
was no opportunity nor room for it, while both 

* This account of the Idumeans admitting circum¬ 
cision, and the entire Jewish law, from this time, or 
from the days of Hyrcanus, is continued by their entire 
history afterward. See Antiq. b. xiv. ch. viii. sect. 1; 
b. xv. ch. vii. sect. 9; Of the War, b. ii. ch. iii. sect. 1; 
b. iv. ch. iv. sect. 5. This, in tlie opinion of Josephus, 
made them proselytes of justice, or entire Jews, as 
here and elsewhere, Antiq. h. xiv. chap. viii. sect. 1. 
However Antigonus, the enemy of Herod, though lie- 
rod were derived from such a proselyte of justice for 
several generations, will allow him to he no more than 
a ho,If Jew, b. xiv. eh. xv. sect. 2. But still take out of 
Dean Prideaux, at the year 129, the words of Am (no¬ 
nius, a grammarian, which fully confirms this account 
of the Idumeans in JosephusThe Jews (says he) 
are such by nature, and from the beginning, whilst the 
Idumeans were not Jews from the heginning, but Pha-- 
nicians and Syrians; but being afterward subdued by 
the Jews, and compelled to be circumcised, and to unite 
into one nation, and be subject to the same laws, they 
were called Jews." Dio also says, as the Dean there 
quote him from hook xxxvi. p. 37: “That country is 
called Judea , and the people Jews , and this name is 
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the Syrians and the soldiers bare ill-will to him, 
because he was ao ill rnan. But when they had 
sent ambassadors to Ptolemy, who was called 
Physcon, that he would send them one of the 
family of Seleucus, in order to take the kingdom, 
and he had sent them Alexander, who was callec. 
Zebina with an army,and there had been a battle 
between them, Demetrius was beaten in the 
fight and fled to Cleopatra his wife, to Ptole- 
mais, but his wife would not receive him. He 
went thence to Tyre, and was there caught; and 
when he had suflered much from his enemies 
before his death, he was slain by them. So 
Alexander took the kingdom, and made a league 
with Hyrcanus, who yet, when he afterward 
fought with Antiochus the 9on of Demetrius, who 
was called Grypus, was also beaten in the fight, 
and slain. 

CHAP. X. 

How, upon the Quarrel between Antiochus Gry¬ 
pus and Antiochus Cyzicenus, about the King¬ 
dom, Hyrcanus took Samaria , and utterly de¬ 
molished it; and how Hyrcanus joined himself 

to the Sect of the Sadducees, and left that of 

the Pharisees. 

^ 1. When Antiochus had taken the kingdom, 
he was afraid to make war against Judea, be¬ 
cause he heard that his brother, by the same 
mother, who was also called Antiochus, was 
raising an army against him out of Cyzicum; so 
he staid in his own land, and resolved to pre¬ 
pare himself for the attack he expected from his 
brother, who was called Cyzicenus, because he 
had been brought up in that city. He was the 
son of Antiochus that was called Soter, who died 
ill Parthia. He was the brother of Demetrius, 
the father of Grypus, for it had so happened, 
that one and the same Cleopatra was married to 
two, who were brethren, as we have related 
elsewhere. But Antiochus Cyzicenus comioo' 
into Syria, continued many years at war witR 
his brother. Now Hyrcanus lived all this while 
in peace; for after the death of Antiochus, he re¬ 
volted from the Macedonians,;{: nor did he any 
longer pay them the least regard, either as their 
subject or their friend, but his affairs were in a 
very improving and flourishing condition in the 
times of Alexander Zebina, and especiallv under 
these brethren, for the war which they had with 
one another gave Hyrcanus the opportunity of 
enjoying himself in Judea quietly, msomuch'that 
he got an immense quantity 0 ? money. How¬ 
ever, when Antiochus Cyzicenus distressed nis 
land, he then openly showed what he meant. 
And when he saw that Antiochus was destitute 
of Egyptian auxiliaries, and that both he and his 
brother were in an ill condition in the struggles 
they had with one another, lie despised them both. 

2. So he made an expedition against Samaria, 
which was a very strong city; of whose present 
name Sebaste, and its rebuilding by Herod, we 

given also to as many others ns embrace their religion, 
though of other nations.” But then upon wliat foun¬ 
dation so good a governor as Hyrcanus took upon him 
to compel those idumeans either to become Jews, or to 
leave their country, deserves great consideration. I 
suppose it was because they had long ago I ecu driven 
out of the land of Edom, and had seized on nnd pos¬ 
sessed the tribe of Simeon, nnd all the southern parts of 
the tribe of Judah, which was ihe peculiar inheri¬ 
tance of the worshippers of the true Ood without idola¬ 
try, as the reader may loam from Belaud. Palestine, 
part i. p. 154, 305; and from l’ridcaux, at the years 140 
and 165. 

tin this decree of the Roman senate, it seems that 
these ambassadors were sent from the people of the 
Jews, ns well ns from their prince or high priest , John 
Hyrcanus. 

t Dean Prideaux takes notice at the year 130, that 
Justin, in agreement with Josephus, says’, “ The power 
of the Jews was now grown so great, that nfier this 
Antiochus they would not bear any Macedonian king 
over them, ami thnt they set up a government cf their 
own, and infested Syria with great wars ” 
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shall speak at a proper time: but he made his 
attack against it, and besieged it with a great 
deal of pains, for be was greatly displeased with 
the Samaritans for the injuries they had done to 
the people of Merissa, a colony of the Jews, and 
confederate with them, and this in compliance to 
the kings of Syria. When he had therefore 
drawji a ditch, and built a double wall round the 
city, which was fourscore furlongs long, he set 
his' sons Antigonus and Aristobulus over the 
siege, which brought the Samaritans to that 
great distress by famine, that they were forced 
to eat what used not to be eaten, and to call for 
Aotiochus Cyzicenus to help them, who came 
readily to their assistance, out was beaten by 
Aristobulus, and when he was pursued as far as 
Scvthopolis by the two brethren, he got away. 
.So they returned to Samaria, and shut them 
again within the wall, till they were forced to 
send for the same Antiochus a second time to 
help them, who procured about six thousand men 
from Ptolemy Lathyrus, which were sent them 
without his mother’s consent, who had then in a 
manner turned him out of his government. With 
these Egyptians Antiochus did at first overrun 
and ravage the country of Hyrcanus after the 
manner of a robber, for he durst not meet him in 
the face to fight with him, as not having an army 
sufficient for that purpose, but only from this 
supposal, that by thus harassing his land he 
should force Hyrcanus to raise the siege of Sa- 
iiaria; but because he fell into snares, and lost 
many of his soldiers therein, he w-ent away to 
Tripoli, and committed the prosecution of the war 
against the Jews to Callimander and Epicrates. 

3. But as to Callimander, he attacked the ene¬ 
my too rashly, and was put to flight and destroy¬ 
ed immediately; and as to Epicrates, he was 
such a lover of money, that he openly betrayed 
Scythopolis, and other places near it, to the 
Jews, but was not able to make them raise the 
siege of Samaria. And when Hyrcanus had ta¬ 
ken the city, which was not done till after a 
year’s siege, he was not contented with doing 
that only, but he demolished it entirely, ana 
brought rivulets to it to drown it, for he dug such 
hollows, as might let the water run under it; nay, 
he took away the very marks that there had 
ever been suen a city there. Now a very surpri¬ 
sing thing is related of this high priest Hyrcanus, 
how God came to discourse with him; for they 
say, that on the very same day on which his sons 
fought with Antiochus Cyzicenus, he was alone 
in the temple, as high priest, offering incense, 
and heard a voice, that “his sons had just then 
overcome Antiochus.” And this he openly de¬ 
clared before all the multitude upon his coming 
out of the temple; and it accordingly proved 
true: and In this posture were the aflairs of 
Hyrcanus. 

4. Nowit happened at this time, that not only 
those Jews who were at Jerusalem and in Judea 
were in prosperity, hut also those of them that 
were nt Alexandria, and in Egypt, and Cyprus, 
for Cleopatra the queen was at variance with her 
son Ptolemy, who was called Lathyrus, and ap¬ 
pointed for her generals Chelcias, and Ananias, 
the sons of that Onins who 'built the temple in 
the prefecture of Heliopolis, like to that of Jeru¬ 
salem, as we have elsewhere related. Cleopatra 

•The original of the Badducces, na a considerable 
party among the Jews, being contained in this and the 
two following sections, take Dean Prideaux’s note upon 
this their first public appearance, which ] suppose to be 
true: “ llyrcanus,” snvs he, “went over to the party of 
the Sadducces, that is, hy embracing their doctrine 
against the traditions of the elders, added to the written 
law, and made of equal authority with it, but not their 
doctrine against the resurrection and a future state, for 
this cannot be supposed of so good and righteous a man 
as John Hyrcanus is said to lie. It is most probable, 
that at this time the Sadducecs hnd gone no farther in 
the doclrlncsoftha* sect than todeny aii their unwritten 
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intrusted these men with hcrarniy; and did nothing 
without their advice, as Strabo of Cappadocia 
attests, when he saith thus, “Now' the greater 
part, both those that came to Cyprus with us. 
and those that were sent afterward thither, re¬ 
volted to Ptolemy immediately; only those that 
were called Onias’s party, being Jews, continued 
faithful, because their countrymen Chelcias and 
Ananias were in chief favor with the queen.” 
These are the words of Strabo. 

5. However, this prosperous state of affairs 
moved the Jews to envy Hyrcanus, but they 
that were the worst disposed to him were the 
Pharisees,* who were one of the sects of the 
Jews, as we have informed you already. These 
have so great a power over the multitude, that 
when they say any thing against the king, or 
against the high priest, they are presently be¬ 
lieved. Now'Hyrcanus was a disciple of theirs 
and greatly beloved by them. And when he 
once invited them to a feast, and entertained 
them very kindly, when he saw them in a good 
humor, he began to say to them, that “They 
knew he was desirous to be a righteous man, and 
to do all things whereby he might please God, 
which was the profession of the Pharisees also. 
However, he desired, if they observed him of¬ 
fending in any point, and going out of the right 
way, they would call him back and correct him.” 
On which occasion they attested to his being en¬ 
tirely virtuous, with which commendation he 
wa3 well pleased. But still there was one of his 
guests there, whose name was Eleazar.f a man 
of an ill temper, and delighting in seditious prac¬ 
tices. This man said, “Since thou desirest to 
know the truth, if thou wilt be righteous in ear¬ 
nest, lay dowm the high priesthood, and content 
thyself with the civil government of the people.” 
And w'hen he desired to know for what cause he 
ought to lay down the high priesthood, the other 
replied, “We have heard it from old men, that 
thy mother had been a captive under the reign 
of Antiochus Epiphanes.” This story was false, 
and Hyrcanus was provoked against him; and 
all the Pharisees had a very great indignation 
against him. 

6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very great 
friend of Hyrcanus, but of the sect of the Sad- 
ducees, whose notions are quite contrary to those 
of the Pharisees. He told Hyrcanus, that “Ele- 
azar had cast such a reproach upon him, accord¬ 
ing to the common sentiments of all the Phari¬ 
sees, and that this would be made manifest, if he 
would but ask them the question, what punish¬ 
ment they thought this man deserved? for that 
he might depend upon it, that the reproach 
w’as oot laid on him with their approbation, if 
they were for punishing him as nis crime de¬ 
served.” So the Pharisees made answer, that 
“He deserved stripes and bonds, but that it did 
not seem right to punish reproaches w'ith death.” 
And indeed the Pharisees, even upon other oc¬ 
casions, arc not apt to be severe “in punishments. 
At this gentle sentence, Hyrcanus was very 
angry, and thought that this man reproached 
him by their approbation. It was this Jonathan 
who chiefly irritated him, and influenced him so 
far, that he made him leave the party of the 
Pharisees, and abolish the decrees they "had im¬ 
posed on the people,and punish those that observed 

traditions, which the Pharisees were so fond of; for Jo¬ 
sephus mentions no other difference at this time be¬ 
tween them ; ncitiicr does he say that Hyrcanus went 
over to the Baddncccs in any other particular Ilian in the 
n! oiisliing of all the trndiiionnry constitutions of the 
Pharisees, which our Saviour condemned aa well as 
they.” [At the year 10e<.) 

fThis slander, that arose from a Pharisee, has been 
preserved by their successors the Rabbins to these lat¬ 
ter apes; for Dr. Hudson assures us, that David Ganta, 
in his chronolopy, S. Pr. p. 77, in Vorstius’s version, 
relates that Hyrcanus’s mother was taken captive in 
Mount Modiitli. See ch. xiii. sect. 5, 
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them. From this source arose that hatred which 
ne and his sons met with from the multitude; but 
of these matters we shall speak hereafter. What 
I would now explain is this, that the Pharisees 
have delivered to the people a great many ob¬ 
servances by succession from their fathers, which 
are not written in the laws of Moses; and for that 
reason it is that the Sadducees reject them, and 
say, that we are to esteem those observances to 
be obligatory which are in the written word, but 
are not to observe what are derived from the tra¬ 
dition of our forefathers. And concerning these 
things it is that great disputes and differences 
have arisen among them, while the Sadducees 
are able to persuade none but the rich, and have 
not the populace obsequious to them, but the 
Pharisees have the multitude on their side. But 
about these two sects, and that of the Essenes, I 
have treated accurately in the second book of 
Jewish affairs. 

7. But when Hyrcanus had put an end to this 
sedition, he after that lived happily, and adminis¬ 
tered the government in the best manner for thir¬ 
ty-one years, and then died;* leaving behind him 
five sons. He was esteemed by God worthy of 
the three greatest privileges, the government of 
his nation, the dignity of the high priesthood, 
and prophecy, for God w f as w r ith him, and enabled 
him to know futurities; and to foretell this in 
particular, that as to his two eldest sons, he 
foretold that they would not long continue in the 
government of public affairs: whose unhappy ca¬ 
tastrophe will be worth our descriptioo, that 
we may thence learn how very much they were 
inferior to their father’s happiness. 

CHAP. XI. 

How A ristobulus, when he had taken the Govern¬ 
ment, first of all put a Diadem on his Headland 
was most barbarously cruel to his Mother and 
his Brethren; and how, after he had slain Anti¬ 
gonus, he himself died. 

5 1. Now when their father Hyrcanus was 
dead, the eldest son, Aristobulus, intending to 
change the government into a kingdom, for so 
he resolved to do, first of all put a diadem on his 
head, four hundred eighty and one years and 
three months after the people had been delivered 
from the Babylonish slavery, and were returned 
to their own country again. This Aristobulus 
loved his next brother Antigonus, and treated 
him as his equal, but the others he held in bonds. 
He also cast his mother into prison, because she 
disputed the government with him, for Hyrca¬ 
nus had left her to be mistress of all. He also 
roceeded to that degree of barbarity, as to kill 
er in prison with hunger; nay, he was alienated 
from his brother Antigonus by calumnies, and 
added him to the rest whom he slew’; yet he 
seemed to have an affection for him, and made 
him above the rest a partner with him in the 
kingdom. Those calumnies he at first did not 
give credit to, partly because he loved him, and 

* Here ends the high priesthood and the life of this ex¬ 
cellent person, John l/yrcnnus; and together with him 
the holy theocracy, or divine goi'crnmcnt oftbe Jewish 
nation, and its concomitant oracle hy Urim. Now fol- 
lowstheprofanennd tyrannical Jewish monarchy, first 
of tlie Asmoneans or Maccabees, nnd then of Herod the 
Great, the Idumean, till the coming of the Messiah. 
See the note on Antiq. h. iii. ch. via. sect. 9. Hear 
Strabo’s testimony on this occasion, h. xvi. page 761, 
760: “Those,” says he, “ that succeeded Moses, con¬ 
tinued for some lime in earnest, l oth in righteous ac¬ 
tions and in piety; hut after a while, there were others 
that took upon them the high priesthood; at first super¬ 
stitious and afterward tyrannical persons. Such a 
prophet was Moses, and those that succeeded him, be¬ 
ginning in a W'ay not to be blamed, hut changing for the 
worse. And when it openly appeared that the govern¬ 
ment was become tyrannical, Alexander w’as the first 
lhatset up himself for a king instead of a priest; and his 
sons were Hyrcanus and Aristobulus.” All in agreement 
with Josephus, excepting this, that Strabo omits the 
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so did not give heed to what was said against 
him, and partly because he thought the re- 

f >roaches w’ere derived from the envy of the re- 
aters. But when Antigonus was once returned 
from the army, and that feast was then at hand 
when they made tabernacles to [the honor of] 
God, it happened that Aristobulus was fallen 
sick, and that Antigonus went up most splendid¬ 
ly adorned, and with his soldiers about him in 
their armor, to the temple, to celebrate the 
feast, and to put up many prayers for the recovery 
of his brother, wnen some wicked persons, who 
had a great mind to raise a difference between 
the brethren, made use of this opportunity of the 
pompous appearance of Antigonus, and’ of the 
great actions which he had done, and went to 
the king, and spitefully aggravated the pompous 
show of his at the feast, and pretended that all 
these circumstances were not like those of a 
private person; that these actions were indica¬ 
tions of an affection of royal authority; and that 
his coming with a strong body of men must be 
with an intention to kill him ; and that his way of 
reasoning was this, that it was a silly thing in 
him, while it was in his power to reign himself, 
to look upon it as a great favor that he was 
honored with a lower digaity hy his brother. 

2. Aristobulus yielded to these imputations, 
but took care both that his brother should not 
suspect him, and that he himself might not run 
the hazard of his own safety; so he ordered his 
guards to lie in a certain place that was under 
ground, and dark, (he himself then lying sick in 
the tower which was called Antonia,) and he 
commanded them, that in case Antigonus came in 
to him unarmed, they should not touch any body, 
but if armed, they’ should kill him: yet’did he 
send to Antigonus, and desired that he would 
come unarmed; but the queen, and those that 
joined with her in the plot against Antigonus, 
persuaded the messengers to tell him the direct 
contrary: how his brother had heard that he had 
made himself a fine suit of armor for war, and 
desired him to come to him in that armor, that he 
might see how fine it was. So Antigonus, sus 
pecting no treachery, but depending on the good 
will of his brother, came to Aristobulus armed, 
as he used to be, with his entire armor, in order 
to show it to him; but when he was come to a place 
which was called Strato’s Tower, where the pas¬ 
sage happened to be exceeding dark, the guards 
slew him; which death of his demonstrates that 
nothing is stronger than envy and calumny, and 
that nothing does more certainly divide the good 
will and natural affections of men than those pas¬ 
sions. But here one may lake occasion to wonder 
at one Judas, who was of the sect of the Essenes, 
and who never missed the truth in his predictions, 
for this man, when he saw Antigonus passing 
by the temple, cried out to his companions and 
friends, who abode with him as his scholars, in 
order to learn the art of foretelling things to 
come,f “That it was good for him to die now, 
since he had spoken falsely about Antigonus, 

first kin" Aristobulus, whose reign being but a single 
year, seems hardly to have come to his knowledge. Nor 
indeed does Aristobulus, the son of Alexander, pretend 
that the name of king was taken before his father Alex¬ 
ander took it himself. Antiq. b. xiv. clniii. sen. 2. See 
also eh.xii. sect. 1, whirh favor Strnhonlso. And indeed, 
if we may judge from the very different characters of 
the Egyptian Jews under high priests, and of the Pales¬ 
tine Jews under kings, in the (wo next centuries,we mar 
well suppose, the divine Shechinah was removed into 
Egypt, and tlmt the worshippers nt the temple of Onia9 
were I etter men than those at the temple of Jerusalem. 

t llcnre we learn, that t lie Essenes pretended lohnve 
rules whereby men might foretell tilings to rome, and 
that this Judas the Essene taught those rules lo his 
scholars, hut whether their pretenres were of an astro¬ 
logical or mngicnl nature, which yet in surli religious 
Jews, who were utterly forbidden such arts, is noway 
prohahle, or to any Bath Col, spoken of by the latter 
Rabbins, or otherwise, I cannot tell. See Of the War,, 
b. ii.ch. viii.sect. 12. 
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who is still alive, and I see him passing by, 
although he had foretold that he should die at the 
place called Strato’s Tower, that very day, 
while yet the place is six hundred furlongs off, 
where he had foretold he should be slain; and 
still this day is a great part of it already past, so 
that he was in danger ol proving a false prophet.” 
As he was saying this, and that in a melancholy- 
mood, the news came that Antigonus was slain 
in a place under ground, which itself was called 
also Strato’s Tower, or of the same name with 
that Cesarea, which is seated at the sea. This 
event put the prophet into a great disorder. 

3. but Aristobulus repented immediately of 
this slaughter of his brother, on which account 
his disease increased upon him, and he was dis¬ 
turbed in his mind, upon the guilt of such wick¬ 
edness, insomuch that his entrails were corrupt¬ 
ed bv his intolerable pain, and he vomited blood; 
at which time one of the servants that attended 
upon him, and was carrying his blood away, did, 
by Divine Providence, as I cannot but suppose, 
slip down and shed part of his blood at the very 
place where there were spots of Antigonus’s blood 
there slain, still remaining; and when there was 
a cry made by the spectators, as if the servant 
had on purpose shed the blood on that place, Aris¬ 
tobulus heard it, and inquired what the matter 
was? And as they did not answer him, he was 
the more earnest to know what it was, it being 
natural to men to suspect that what is thus con¬ 
cealed is very bad; so upon his threatening, and 
forcing them by terrors to speak, they at length 
told him the truth; whereupon he shed many 
tears, in that disorder of mind which arose from 
his consciousness of w hat he had done, and gave 
a deep groan, and said, “I ain not therefore, 
I perceive, to be concealed from God, in the im- 
ious and horrid crimes I have been guilty of, 
ut a sudden punishment is coming upon me for 
the shedding the blood of my relations. And 
now', O thou most imprudent body of mine, how 
long wilt thou retain a soul that ought to die, in 
order to appease the ghosts of my brother and 
my mother? Why dost thou not give it all up at 
once? And W’hy do I deliver up my blood drop 
by drop, to those whom I have so wickedly 
murdered?” In saying which last words, he died, 
having reigned a year. He was called a lover of 
the Grecians, and had conferred many benefits 
on his own country, and made war against Itu- 
rea, and added a great part of it to Judea, and 
compelled the inhabitants, if they w'ould conti¬ 
nue in that country, to be circumcised, and to 
live according to the Jewish laws. He w r as na¬ 
turally a man of candor, and of great modesty, 
as Strabo bears witness, in the name of Tiina- 
genes; who says thus: “This man was a person 
of candor, and very serviceable to the Jew’s, for 
he added a country to them, and obtained a part 
of the nation of the Itureans for them, and bound 
them to them by the bond of the circumcision of 
their genitals.” 

CHAP. XII. 

How Alexander, when he had taken the Govern¬ 
ment,made an Expedition against Ptolemais , 
and then raised the Siege out offear of Ptolemy 
Lathyrus; and how Ptolemy made IVar against 
him, became he had sent to Cleopatra to per¬ 
suade her to make War against Ptolemy, and 
et pretended to he in Friendship with him, when 
e went to heat the Jews in Battle. 

§ 1. When Ariitobulus was dead, his wife Sa¬ 
lome, who by the Greeks was called Alexandra, 
let his brethren out of prison, for Aristobulus 
had kept them in bonds, as we have said already, 
and made Alexander Janneus king, who was su- 

* The reason w’hy Uyreanus suffered not this aon of 
his whom he did not love to come into Judea, but order¬ 
ed him to be brought up in Galilee, is suggested by Dr. 
Hudson, that CalUee was not esteemed so happy and 
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perior in age and in moderation. This child hap¬ 
pened to be hated by his father as soon as he 
was born, and could never be permitted to come 
into his father’s sight till he died. The occasion 
of which hatred is thus reported: When Hyrca- 
nus chielly loved the two eldest sons, Antigonus 
and Aristobulus, God appeared to him in his 
sleep, of whom he inquired which of his sons 
should be his successor? Upon God’s represent¬ 
ing to him the countenance of Alexander, he was 
grieved that he was to be the heir of all his goods, 
and suffered him to be brought up in Galilee.* 
However, God did not deceive Hyrcanus, for af¬ 
ter the death of Aristobulus, he certainly took 
the kingdom, and one of his brethren, who affect¬ 
ed the kingdom, he slew, and the other, w'ho 
chose to live a private and a quiet life, he had in 
esteem. 

2. When Alexander Janneus had settled the 
government in the manner that he judged best, 
he made an expedition against Ptolemais; and 
having overcome the men in battle,he shut them 
up in the city, and sat round about it, and be¬ 
sieged it; for of the maritime cities there remain¬ 
ed only’ Ptolemais and Gaza to be conquered, be¬ 
sides ^trato’s Tow’er and Dora, which were held 
by the tyrant Zoilus. Now while Antiochus Phi- 
lometer, and Aatiochus who w r as called Cyzice- 
nus, were making war one against another, and 
destroying one another’s armies, the people of 
Ptolemais could have no assistance from them; 
but when they were distressed with this siege, 
Zoilus, w T ho possessed Strato’s Tower and Dora, 
and maintained a legion of soldiers, and, on oc¬ 
casion of the contest between the kings, affect¬ 
ed tyranny himself, came and brought some smaL 
assistance* to the people of Ptolemais; nor indeed 
had the kings such a friendship for them, as that 
they should hope for any advantage from them- 
both these kings were in the case of w-rcstlers 
who finding themselves deficient in strength, 
and yet being ashamed to yield, put off the fight 
hy laziness, and by lying still as long as they can. 
The only hope they had remaining was from the 
kings of Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who 
now held Cyprus, and who came to Cyprus when 
he was driven from the government of Egpyt by 
Cleopatra his mother: so the people of Ptolemais 
sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrus, and desired him 
to come as a confederate, to deliver them, now 
they W’ere in such danger, out of the hands of 
Alexander. And as the ambassadors gave him 
hopes, that if he w’ould pass over into Syria, he 
would have the people of Gaza on the side of 
those of Ptolemais; as they also said, that Zoi¬ 
lus, and besides these the Sidonians, and many 
others, would assist them: so he was elevated 
at this, and got his fleet ready as soon as possible. 

3. But in this interval, Demenetus, one that 
was of abilities to persuade men to do as he would 
have them, and a leader'of the populace, made 
those of Ptolemais change their opinions: and 
said to them, that “it was better to run the ha¬ 
zard of being subjected to the Jews, than to admit 
of evident slavery by delivering themselves up to a 
master: and besides that, to have not only' a war 
nt present, but to expect a much greater war 
from Egypt, for that Cleopatra would not over¬ 
look an army raised by Ptolemy for himself out 
of the neighborhood, but would come against 
them with a great army' of her own, and this be¬ 
cause she was laboring to eject her son out of 
Cyprus also; that as for Ptolemy, if he fail of 
his hopes, he can still retire to Cyprus, but that 
they will be left in the greatest danger possible.” 
Now Ptolemy’, although he had heard of the 
change that was made in the people of Ptolemais, 
yet did lie still go on with his voyage, and came 

weii cultivated a country as Judea, Matt, xxvi 73; John 
vii. 52; Acts ii, 7; although another obvious reason oc¬ 
curs alBo, that he was farther out of his sight in Galileo 
than he would liavo been in Judoa. 
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to the country called Sycamine, and there set 
his army on shore. This army of his in the 
whole, horse and foot together, were about thirty' 
thousand, with which he marched near to Ptole- 
mais, and there pitched his camp: but when the 
people of Ptolemais neither received his ambas¬ 
sadors, nor would hear what they had to say, he 
was under a very great concern. 

4. But when Zoilus and the people of Gaza 
came to him, and desired his assistance, because 
their country was laid waste by the Jews, and 
by Alexander, Alexander raised the siege, for 
fear of Ptolemy; and when he had drawn off 
his army into his own country, he used a strata¬ 
gem afterward, by privately inviting Cleopatra 
to come against Ptolemy, but publicly pretend¬ 
ing to desire a league of friendship and mutual 
assistance with him; and promising to give him 
four hundred talents of silver, he desired that, 
by way of requital, he would take off Zoilus, the 
tyrant, and give his country to the Jew's. And 
then indeed Ptolemy, with pleasure, made such 
a league of friendship with Alexander, and sub¬ 
dued Zoilus; but when he afterward heard that 
he had privily sent to Cleopatra, his mother, he 
broke the league of friendship with him, and be¬ 
sieged Ptolemais, because he would not receive 
him. However, leaving his generals, with some 
part of his forces, to go on with the siege, he 
went himself immediately with the rest to lay 
waste Judea; and when Alexander understood 
this to be Ptolemy’s intention, he also got toge¬ 
ther about fifty thousand soldiers out of his own 
country; nay, as some writers have said,* eighty 
thousand. He then took his army, and went to 
meet Ptolemy; but Ptolemy fell upon Assochis, 
a city of Galilee, and took it by force on the Sab¬ 
bath-day, and there he took about ten thousand 
slaves, and a great deal of other prey. 

5. He then tried to take Sephoris, which was a 
city not far from that which was destroyed, but 
lost many of his men; yet he did not go to fight 
with Alexander, which Alexander met him at the 
river Jordan, near a certain place called Saphoth 
[not far from the river Jordan,] and pitched his 
camp near to the enemy. He had, however, 
eight thousand in the first rank, which he styled 
Hecatontomachi, having shields of brass. Those 
in the first rank of Ptolemy’s soldiers also had 
shields covered with brass; but Ptolemy’s sol¬ 
diers in other respects were inferior to those of 
Alexander, and therefore were more fearful of 
running hazards; but Philostephanus, the camp 
master, put great courage into them, and ordered 
them to pass the river, which was between their 
camps: nor did Alexander think fit to hinder 
their passage over it, for he thought that if the 
enemy had once gotten the river on their back, 
that he should the easier take them prisoners, 
when they could not flee out of the battle; in 
the beginning of which the acts on both sides, 
with their hands, and with their alacrity, were 
alike, and a great slaughter was made by both 
the armies; but Alexander was superior, till 
Philostephanus opportunely brought up the aux¬ 
iliaries, to help those that were giving way; but 
a9 there were no auxiliaries to afford help to that 
part of the Jews that gave way, it fell out that 
they fled, and those near them did not assist 
them, but fled along with them. However, Pto¬ 
lemy’s soldiers acted quite otherwise; for they 
followed the Jews, and killed them, till at length 
those that slew them pursued after them, when 

* From these and other occasional expressions drop¬ 
ped by Josephus, we may learn, that where the sacred 
hooks of the Jews were deficient, he had several other 
histories then extant, but now most of them lost, which 
he faithfully followed in his own history: nor indeed 
have wc any other records of these times, relating to 
Judea, that can be compared to these accounts of Jose¬ 
phus, tho’, when we do meet with authentic fragments 
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they had made them all run away, and slew them 
so long, that their weapons of iron were blunted, 
and their hands quite tired with the slaughter; 
for the report was, that thirty thousand men 
were then slain. Timagenes says, they were 
fifty thousand. As for the rest, they were part 
of them taken captives, and the other part ran 
away to their own country. 

6. After this victory, Ptolemy overran all the 
country; and when night came on, he abode in 
certain villages of Judea, which when he found 
full of women and children, he commanded his 
soldiers to strangle them and cut them in pieces, 
and then to cast them into boiling caldrons, and 
then to devour their limbs as sacrifices. This 
commandment was given, that such as fled from 
the battle, and came to them, might suppose their 
enemies were cannibals, and ate men’s flesh, and 
might on that account be still more terrified at 
them upon such a sight. And both Strabo and 
Xicholaus [of Damascus] affirm, that they used 
these people after this manner, as I have already 
related. Ptolemy also took Ptolemais by force, 
as we have declared elsewhere. 

CHAP. XIII. 

How Alexander , upon the League of mutual De¬ 
fence which Cleopatra had agreed with him, 
made an Expedition against Ccdosyria , and 
utterly overthrew the City of Gaza; and how 
he sleiv many ten thousands of Jews that rebelled 
against him: also concerning Antiochus Gry- 
pus, Seleucus, Antiochus Cyzicenus , and Antio¬ 
chus Pius , and others. 

5 1. When Cleopatra saw that her son was 
grown great, and laid Judea waste without dis¬ 
turbance, and had gotten the city of Gaza under 
his power, she resolved no longer to overlook 
what he did, when he was almost at her gates; 
and she concluded, that now he was so much 
stronger than before, he would be very desirous 
of the dominion over the Egyptians; but she 
immediately marched against him with a fleet at 
sea, and an army of foot on land, aod made Chel- 
cias and Anania the Jews, generals of her whole 
army, while she sent the greatest part of her 
riches, her grandchildren, and her testament, to 
the people of Cos.f Cleopatra also ordered her son 
Alexander to sail with a great fleet to Phoenicia: 
and when that country had revolted, she came 
to Ptolemais; and because the people of Ptole¬ 
mais did not receive her, she besieged the city; 
but Ptolemy went out of Syria, and made haste 
into Egypt, supposing that she should find it des¬ 
titute of an army, and soon take it, though he 
failed of his hopes. At this time Chelcias, one 
of Cleopatra’s generals, happened to die in Cce¬ 
losyria, as he was in pursuit of Ptolemy. 

2. When Cleopatra heard of her son’s attempt, 
and that his Egyptian expedition did not succeed 
according to his expectations, she sent thither 
part of ner army, and drove him out of that 
country; so when he was returned out of Egypt 
again/and abode during the winter at Gaza, in 
which time Cleopatra took the garrison that was 
in Ptolemais by siege, as well as the city; and 
when Alexander came to her, he gave her pre¬ 
sents, and such marks of respect as were but 
proper, since under the miseries he endured by 
Ptolemy, he had no other refuge but her. Now 
there were some of her friends who persuaded 
her to seize Alexander, and to overrun and take 

of such original records,they do always confirm bis his* 
tory. , . , 

t This city or island of Cos is not that remote island 
in the Agcan sea, famous, for the birth of the great Hip¬ 
pocrates, but a city or island of the same name adjoin¬ 
ing to Esypt, mentioned both by Stcphanus and Ptole¬ 
my, as Dr. Hudson informs us. Of which Cos, and the 
treasures there laid up by Cleopatra and the Jews, see 
Antiq. b. xir.ch. vii. sect. 2. 
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possession of the country and not to sit still and 
see such a multitude of brave Jews subject to 
one man. But Ananias’s counsel was contrary to 
theirs, who said, that she “ would do an unjust ac¬ 
tion, ifshe deprived a man that was herally,of that 
authority which belonged to him, and this a man 
who is related to us; lor, (said he,) I would not 
have thee ignorant of this, that what injustice 
thou dost to him, will make all of us that are Jews 
to be thy enemies.” This desire of Ananias, 
Cleopatra complied with, and did no injury to 
Alexander, but made a league of mutual assist¬ 
ance with him, at Scythopohs,a city of Ccelosyria. 

3. So when Alexander was delivered from the 
fear he was in of Ptolemy, he presently made 
an expedition against Cuelosyria. He also took 
Gadara, after a siege of ten months. He took also 
Amathus, a very strong fortress belonging to the 
inhabitants above Jordan, where Theodorus, the 
son of Zeno, had his chief treasure, and what he 
esteemed most precious. This Zeno fell unex¬ 
pectedly upon the Jews, and slew ten thousand 
of them, and seized upon Alexander’s baggage: 
et did not this misfortune terrify Alexander, 
ut he made an expedition upon the maritime 
parts of the country, Raphia and Anthedon, (the 
name of which king Herod afterward changed 
to Agrippias,) and took even that by force: but 
when Alexander saw that Ptolemy was retired 
from Gaza to Cyprus, and his mother Cleopatra 
was returned to Egypt, he grew angry at the 
people of Gaza, because they had invited Pto¬ 
lemy to assist them, and besieged their city, and 
ravaged their country. But as Apollodotus, the 
general of the army of Gaza, fell upon the camp 
of the Jews by night, with two thousand foreign, 
and ten thousand of his own forces, while the night 
lasted, those of Gaza prevailed, because the ene¬ 
my w’as made to believe that it w'as Ptolemy who 
attacked them; but when day was come on, and 
that mistake was corrected, and the Jews knew 
the truth of the matter, they came back again 
and fell upon those of Gaza, and slew of them 
about a thousand; but as those of Gaza stoutly 
resisted them, and would not yield for either their 
want of any thing, nor for the great multitude 
that were slain, for they would rather suffer any 
hardship whatever than come under the power 
of their enemies, Aretas, king of the Arabians, 
a person then very illustrious, encouraged them 
to go on with alacrity, and promised them that 
he would come to their assistance; but it happen¬ 
ed, that before he came, Apollodotus w'as slain, 
for his brother Lysimachus, envying him for the 
great reputation he had gained among the citi¬ 
zens, slow him, and got the army together, and 
delivered up the city to Alexander, who, when 
he came in at first, lay quiet, and afterward set 
his army upon the inhabitants of Gaza, and 
gave them leave to punish them; so some went 
one way, and some went another, and slew the 
inhabitants of Gaza; yet were not they of cow r - 
ardly hearts, but opposed those that came to slay 
them, and slew’as many of the Jew’s; and some 
of them, when they saw themselves deserted, 
burnt their own houses, that the enemy might 
get none of (heir spoils; nay, some of them with 
their own hands slew’ their children and their 
wives, having no other way than this of avoiding 

* This account of the death of Antioclius Grypus is 
confirmed by Appian, Pyriac, p. l^, here cited by Span- 
helm. 

f Porphyry says, that thin Antior.hus Grypus reigned 
hut L20 years, ns Hr. Hudson observes. 

I The copies of Josephus, both G reck anil Latin, have 
here so grossly false a rending, Antiochus and Antoni¬ 
nus, or Antonius Pius, for Antiochus Pius, that the 
editors are forced to correct the text from the other 
historians, who all agree that this king’B name was 
nothing more than Antiochus Pius. 

J| These two brothers, Antioclius and PhiJippus, are 
called tirins by Porphyry; the fourth brother was 
king of Iiamascus; both which arc the observations 
of Spnnlteim. 

$ This Laodiccawas a city of Gilead beyond Jordan. 


slavery for them; but the senators, who were in 
all five hundred, fled (o Apollo’s temule, (for thia 
attack happened to be made as they were sitting,) 
whom Alexander slew; and when he had utterly 
overthrown their city, he returned to Jerusalem, 
having spent a year in that siege. 

4. About this very time Antiochus,* who was 
called Grypus, died. Hia death was caused by 
lleracleon’s treachery, when he bad lived forty- 
five years, and had reigned twenty-nine.f His 
son Seleucus succeeded him in his kingdom; and 
made war with Antiochus, his father's brother, 
who was called Antiochus Cyzicenus, and beat 
him, and took him prisoner, and slew him. But 
after a while Antiochus,! the son of Cyzicenus, 
who was called Pins, came to Aradus, and put 
the diadem on his own head and made war with 
Seleucus, and beat him, and drove him out of all 
Syria. But when he lied out of Syria, he came 
to Mopsuestia again, and levied money upon them; 
but the people of Mopsuestia had indignation at 
w’hat he did, and burnt down his palace, and slew 
him, together w’ith his friends. But when Anti¬ 
oclius, the son of Cyzicenus, was king of Syria, 
Antiochus, the brother of Seleucus made war 
upon him, and was overcome, and destroyed, he 
and his army. After him, his brotherPhilip|| put 
on the diadem, and reigned over some part of 
Syria; but Ptolemy Lathyrus sent for his fourth 
brother Demetrius, who W’as called Eucerus, 
from Cnidus, and made him king of Damascus. 
Both these brothers did Antiochus vehemently 
oppose, but presently died; for when he was 
come as an auxiliary to Laodice, queen of the 
Gileadites,J when she was making war against 
the Parthians, and he was fighting courageously, 
he fell, while Demetrius and Philip governed 
Syria, as hath been elsewhere related. 

*5. As to Alexander, his own people U’ere sedi¬ 
tious against him; for at a festival which was 
then celebrated, when he stood upon the altar, 
and was going to sacrifice, the nation rose upon 
him and pelted him with citrons, [tvhich they 
then had in their hands,] because the law of the 
Jews required, that at the feast of tabernacles 
every one should have branches of the palm-tree 
and citron-tree: which thing w r e have elsewhere 
related. They also reviled him, as derived from 
a captive,1F and so unworthy of his dignity, and 
of sacrificing. At this he was in a rage, and 
slew of them about six thousand, lie also built a 
partition w’all of w r ood round the altar and the 
temple, as far as that partition within which it 
was only lawful for the priests to enter, and by 
this means he obstructed the multitude from 
coming at him. lie also maintained foreigners 
of Pisidia and Cilicia, for as to the Syrians, he 
w r as at war with them, and so made no use of 
them. He also overcame the Arabians, such as 
the Moabites and Gileadites, and made them 
bring tribute. Moreover, be demolished Ama¬ 
thus, while Theodorus durst not fight with him :** 
but as he had joined battle with Obedas, king of 
the Arahians, and fell into an ambush in places 
that were rugged and difficult to be travelled 
over, lie was thrown down into a deep valley by 
the multitude of the camels at Gadara, a village 
of Gilead, and hardly escaped with his life. From 
thence lie fled to Jerusalem, where, besides his 
However, Porphyry says that this Antiochus Pius did 
not die in this hnttle, hut, running nwny, was drowned 
in the river Orontes. Appian says, that lie was depri¬ 
ved of the kingdom of Syria by Tigranes; hut Porphy¬ 
ry makes this Laodice queen of the Calamans ; all of 
I which is noted by Spanheim. In such confusion ofthe 
latter historians, we have no reason to prefer any of 
them before Josephus, who had more original ones be- 
I fore him. 

IT This reproach upon Alexander* that lie was 
sprung from a captive, seems only the repetition of the 
old Pharisaical calumny upou hia father, chap. x. 
sect. 5. 

** This Theodorua waa the son of Zeno, and was In 
possession of Amathus, as we learn from sect. 3, fore¬ 
going. 
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other ill success, the nation insulted him, and he 
fought against them for six years, and slew no 
fewer than fifty thousand of them. And when 
he desired that they would desist from their ill- 
will to him, they hated him so much the more, 
on aeeount of tvhat had already happened; and 
when he had asked them what he ought to do? 
they all cried out, “that he ought to kill himself.” 
They also sent to Demetrius Eucerus, and de¬ 
sired him to make a league of mutual defence 
with them. 

CHAP. XIV. 

How Demetrius Eucerus overcome Alexander, 

and yet in a little time retired out of the Country 
for Fear of the Jews. As also how Alexander 

slew many of the Jews , and thereby got clear of 

his troubles. Concerning the Death, of Deme¬ 
trius. 

§ 1. So Demetrius came with an army, and 
took those that invited him, and pitched his camp 
near the city Sheehem; upon which Alexander, 
with his six thousand two hundred mercenaries, 
and about twenty thousand Jews, who were of 
his party, went against Demetrius, who had three 
thousand horsemen, and forty thousand footmen. 
Now there were great endeavors used on both 
sides, Demetrius trying to bring off the mercena¬ 
ries that were with Alexander, because they 
were Greeks, and Alexander trying to bring off 
the Jews that were with Demetrius. However, 
when neither of them could persuade them so to 
do, they came to a battle, and Demetrius was the 
conqueror, in which all Alexander’s mercenaries 
were killed, when they had given demonstration 
of their fidelity and courage. A great number 
of Demetrius’s soldiers were slain also. 

2. Now as Alexander fled to the mountains, six 
thousand of the Jews hereupon came together 
[from Demetrius] to him, out of pity at the change 
of his fortune; upon which Demetrius was afraid, 
and retired out of the country; after which the 
Jews fought against Alexander, and being beaten, 
were slain in great numbers in the several battles 
which they had ; and when he had shut up the most 
powerful of them in the city Bethome, he besieged 
them therein; and when he had taken the city, and 
gotten the men into his power, he brought them 
to Jerusalem, and did one of the most barbarous 
actions in the world to them: for as he was feast¬ 
ing with his concubines, in the sight of all the 
city, he ordered about eight hundred of them to 
be crucified, and while they were living, he or¬ 
dered the throats of their children and wives to 
be cut before their eyes. This was indeed by 
way of revenge for the injuries they had done 
him; which punishment yet was of an inhuman 
nature, though we suppose that he had been ever 
so much distressed, as indeed he had been, by his 
wars with them; for he had by their means come 
to the last degree of hazard, both of his life and of 
his kingdom, while they were not satisfied by 
themselves only to fight against him, but introdu¬ 
ced foreigners also for the same purpose; nay, at 
length they reduced him to that degree of neces¬ 
sity, that he was forced to deliver back to the 
king of Arabia the land of Moab and Gilead, 
which he had subdued, and the places that were 
in them, that they might not join with them in the 
war against him, as they had done ten thousand 
other things that tended to affront and reproach 
him. However, this barbarity seems to have been 
without any necessity, on which account he bare 
the name of a Thracian among the Jews ;* where¬ 
upon the soldiers that had fought against him, 
being about eight thousand in number; ran away 
by night, and continued fugitives all the time 

* This name Tkracida, which the Jews gave Alexan¬ 
der must, by the coherence, denote as barbarous as a 
Thracian, or somewhat like it, hut what it properly 
signifies is not known. 

t Spanhcim takes notice, that this Antiorhus Diony¬ 
sus [the brother of Philip, and of Demetrius Eucerus, 
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that Alexander lived; who being now freed from, 
any further disturbance from them, reigned the 
rest of his time in the utmost tranquility. 

3. But when Demetrius was departed out of 
Judea, he went to Berea, and besieged his bro¬ 
ther Philip, having with him ten thousand foot¬ 
men, and a thousand horsemen. However, Strato 
the tyrant of Berea, the confederate of Philip, 
called in Zizon, the ruler of the Arabian tribes, 
and JVlithridates Sinax, the ruler of the Parthians, 
who coming with a great number of forces and 
besieging Demetrius in his encampment, into 
which they had driven him with their arrows, 
they compelled those that were with him by 
thirst to deliver up themselves. So they took a 
great many spoils out of that country, and Deme¬ 
trius himseli, whom they sent to JVlithridates, 
who was then king of Parthia; but as to those 
whom they took captives of the people of An¬ 
tioch, they restored them to the Antiochians 
without any reward. Now JVlithridates, the king 
of Parthia, had Demetrius in great honor, till 
Demetrius ended his life by sickness. So Philip, 
presently after the fight was over, came to Anti¬ 
och, and took it, and reigned over Syria. 

CHAP. XV. 

How Anliochus, who was called Dionysus, and 

after him Ar etas, made Expeditions into Judea; 

as also how Alexander took many Cities, and 

then returned to Jerusalem, and, after a Sick¬ 
ness of Three Years , died; and what Counsel 

be gave to Alexandra. 

§1. AFTER this, Antiochus, who was called 
Dionysus, and was Philip’s brother,+ aspired to 
the dominion, and came to Damascus, and got 
the power into his hands, and there he reigned: 
but as he was making war against the Arabians, 
his brother Philip heard of it, and came to Da¬ 
mascus, where Milesius. who had been left go¬ 
vernor of the citadel, and the Damascenes them¬ 
selves, delivered up the city to him; yet because 
Philip was become ungrateful to him, and had 
bestowed upon him nothing of that in hopes 
whereof he had received him into the city, out 
had a mind to have it believed that it was rather 
delivered up out of fear than by the kindness of 
Milesius, and because he had not rewarded him 
as he ought to have done, he became suspected 
by him, and so he was obliged to leave Damas¬ 
cus again; for Milesius caught him marching out 
into the Hippodrome, and shut him up in it, and 
kept Damascus for Antiochus [Eucerus,] who, 
hearing how Philip’s affairs stood, came back out 
of Arabia. He also came immediately*, and made 
an expedition against Judea, with eight thousand 
armed footmen, and eight hundred horsemen. So 
Alexander, out of fear of his coming, dug a deep 
ditch, beginning at Chabarzaba, which is now 
called Antipatris, to the sea of Joppa, on which 
part only his army could be brought against him. 
He also raised a wall, and erected wooden tow¬ 
ers, and intermediate redoubts, for one hundred 
and fifty furlongs in length, and there expected 
the coming of Antiochus, but he soon burnt them 
all, aud made his army pass by that way into 
Arabia. The Arabian king [Aretas] at first re¬ 
treated, but afterward appeared on the sudden 
with ten thousand horsemen, Antiochus gave 
them the meeting, and fought desperately; and 
indeed when he had gotten the victory, and was 
bringing some auxiliaries to that part of his army 
that was in distress, he was slain. When Antio- 
chns was fallen, his army fled to the village Ca¬ 
na, where the greatest part of them perished by- 
famine. 

2. After him Aretas reigned over Coelosyrin^ 

and of two others] was the fifth son of Antiochus Grjr- 
pus; and that he is styled on the coins, Antiochus 
Epiphanes Dionysus. 

t This Aretas was the first king of the Arabians who 
took Damascus and reigned there ; which name became 
afterward common to such Arabian kings, both at Petra 
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being called to the government by those thot 
held Damascus, by reason of the hatred they 
bare to Ptolemy Menneus. He also made thence 
an expedition against Judea, and beat Alexander 
in battle, near a place called Adida, yet did he, 
npon certain conditions agreed on between them, 
retire out of Judea. 

3. But Alexander marched again to the city Dios, 
and took it; and then made an expedition against 
Essa, where was the best part of Zeno’s trea¬ 
sures, and there he encompassed the place with 
three walls; and when he had taken the city by 
fighting, he marched to Golan and Seleucia; and 
when he had taken these cities, he, besides them, 
took the valley which is called the valley of An- 
tiochus, as also the fortress of Gamala. He also 
accused Demetrius, who was governor of those 
places, of many crimes, and turned him out: and 
after he had spent three years in this war, he re¬ 
turned to his own country, when the Jews joy¬ 
fully received him upon this his good success. 

4. Now at this time the J ews were in possession 
of the following cities that had belonged to the 
Syrians, and Idumeans, and Phoenicians; at the 
seaside, Strato’s Tower, Apollonia, Joppa, Jam- 
nia, Ashdod, Gaza, Anthedon, Raphia, and Rhi- 
nocolura; in the middle of the country, near to 
Idumea, Adora, and Marissa; near the country 
of Samaria, Mount Carmel, and Mount Tabor, 
Scythopolis, and Gadara; of the country of 
Gaulonitis, Seleucia, and Gabala; in the country 
of Moab, Ileshbon, and Medaba, Lemba, and 
Oronas, Gelithon, Zara, the valley of the Celices, 
and Pella; which last they utterly destroyed, 
because its inhabitants would not bear to change 
their religious rites for those peculiar to tne 
Jews.* The Jews also possessed others of the 
principal cities in Syria, which had been de¬ 
stroyed. 

5. After this, king Alexander, although he fell 
into a distemper by hard drinking, and had a 
quartan ague, which held him three years, yet 
would not leave off going out with his army, till 
he was quite spent with the labors he had un¬ 
dergone, and uied in the bounds of Regaba, a 
fortress beyond Jordan. But when his queen 
saw that he was ready to die, and had no longer 
any hopes of surviving, she came to him weep¬ 
ing, and lamenting, and bewailing herself and 
her sons, on the desolate condition they should 
be left in; and said to him, “To whom dost thou 
thus leave me and my children, who are desti¬ 
tute of all other supports, and this when thou 
knowest how much ill-will thy nation bears 
thee'?” But he gave her the following advice, 
41 That she need but follow what he would sug¬ 
gest to her, in order to retain the kingdom se¬ 
curely, with her children; that she should con¬ 
ceal Lis death from the soldiers till she should 

and at Damascus, »3 wc lenrn from Josephus in many 
places, and from St. l’nul, 2 Cor. xl. 112. Sec the note 
on Antiq. I>. xvi. eh. ix. sect. 1. 

* We may licre, and elsewhere, take notice, that 
whatever countries or cities the Asmonenns conquered 
from any of the neighboring nations, or whatever coun¬ 
tries or cities they gained from them, that had not be¬ 
longed to them iKjforc, they, nfter the days of llyrennus, 
compelled the inhnhiiants to leave their idolatry, and 
entirely to receive the law of Moses, as proselytes of 
Just ce, or else banished them into other lands. That 
excellent prince, John Hyrcanus, did it tn the Idumeans, 
as J have noted on chap, ix.scct. 1, already, who lived 
then in the promised land, and this 1 suppose justly; 
but by wlmt right the rest did it, even to countries or 
cities that were no part of Hint land, 1 do not at nil 
know. This looks too like unjust persecution for reli¬ 
gion. 

t It secmH by this dying advice of Alexander Janneus 
to his wife.tbnt he had himself pursued the measures of 
his father Jlyrcanus, and taken pnrt with the Snddu- 
cees, who kept close to the writteo law, ngainst the 
Pharisees, who hnd Introdurcd their own traditions, eh. 
xvl sect. 2; and that he now saw a political necessity of 
submitting to the Pharisees and their traditions hereaf¬ 
ter, if his widow and family minded to retain their mo¬ 
narchical government or tyranny over the Jewish na- 
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have taken that place; after this, she should go 
in triumph, as upon a victory, to Jerusalem, and 
put some of her authority into the hands of the 
Pharisees, for that they would commend her for 
the honor she had done them, and would recon¬ 
cile the nation to her: for he told her, they had 
great authority among the Jews, both to do hurt 
to such as they hated, and to bring advantages 
to those to whom they were friendly disposed, 
for that they are then believed best of all by the 
multitude when they speak any severe thing 
against others, though it be only out of envy at 
them. And he said, that it was by their means 
that he had incurred the displeasure of the na¬ 
tion, whom indeed he had injured. Do thou, 
therefore, (said he) when thou art come to Jeru¬ 
salem, sena for the leading men among them, 
and show them my body, and with great appear¬ 
ance of sincerity, give them leave to use it as 
they themselves please, whether they will dis¬ 
honor the dead body by refusing it burial, as 
having severely suffered bv my means, or wheth¬ 
er in their anger they will offer any other inju¬ 
ry to that body. Promise them also, that tbou 
wilt do nothing without them in the affairs of the 
kingdom. If thou dost but say this to them, I 
shall have the honor of a more glorious funeral 
from them than thon couldst have made for me: 
and when it is in their power to abuse my dead 
body, they will do it no injury at all, and thou 
wilt rule in safety.”f So when he had given his 
wife this advice, he died after he had reigned 
twenty-seven years, and lived fifty years within 
one. 

CHAP. XVI. 

How Alexandra, by gaining the good-will of the 
Pharisees , retained the Kingdom nine Icarj, 
and then , having done many glorious Actions , 
died. 

$1. So Alexandra, when she had taken the for¬ 
tress, acted as her husband had suggested to 
her, and spake to the Pharisees, and put all 
things into their power, both as to the deaa body, 
anti as to the affairs of the kingdom, and thereby 
pacified their anger against Alexander, and made 
them bear good-will and friendship to him; who 
then came among the multitude, and made 
speeches to them, and laid before them the ac¬ 
tions of Alexander, and told them that they 
had lost a righteous king; and by the commen¬ 
dation they gave him, they brought them to grieve, 
and to be in heaviness for him, so that he had 
a funeral more splendid than had any of the 
kings before him. Alexander left behind him two 
sons, Hyrcaims and Aristobulus, but committed 
the kingdom to Alexandra. Now, as to these two 
sons, llyrcanus was indeed unable to manage 
public affairs, and delighted rather in a quiet 

tjon, which sect yet, thus supported, w r cre at last in a 
grent measure the ruin of the religion, government, and 
nation of the Jews, and brought them into so wicked a 
state that the vcugcanre of Cod came upon them to 
their utter excision. Just thus did Complins politically 
advise the Jewish Sanhedrim, John xi. 50; That it 
was expedient fur them that one man should die for the 
people , and that the whole nution perish nut; and tllia 
in consequence of their own political supposal, verse 48, 
that?/ they let .Jesus alone , with his miracles, all men 
would believe on him, and the Romans would eomc % and 
takeaway both their place and nation. Which politi¬ 
cal crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth brought down the 
vengeance of Cod upon them, and occasioned those 
very Uotuans, of whom they seemed so much afraid, 
that to prevent it they put him to death, actually to 
cowc and tale away both their place and nation , within 
thirty-eight years afterward. I heartily wish the poli¬ 
ticians of Christendom would consider these and the 
like examples, and no lunger sacrifice nil virtue and reli¬ 
gion to their pernicious schemes of government, to the 
bringing down the judgments of Cod upon themselves, 
and the scvernl nntions intrusted lo their care. Hut this 
is a digression ; 1 wish it were an unseasonable one also. 
Josephus himself several times makes such digressions, 
and 1 here venture to follow him. See one of them at 
the conclusion of the very next chapter 
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life; but the younger, Aristobulus, was an active 
and a bold man; and for this woman herself, 
Alexandra, she was loved by the multitude, be¬ 
cause she seemed displeased at the offences her 
husband had been guilty of. 

2- So she made Hyrcanus high priest, because 
he was the elder, but much more because he 
cared not to meddle with politics, and permitted 
the Pharisees to do every thing; to whom also 
she ordered the multitude to be obedient. She 
also restored again those practices which the 
Pharisees had introduced, according to the tra¬ 
ditions of their forefathers, and which her father- 
in-law, Hyrcanus, had abrogated. So she had 
indeed the name of the Regent, but the Phari¬ 
sees had the authority; for it was they who re¬ 
stored such as had been banished, and set such 
as were prisoners at liberty, and, to say all at 
once, they differed in nothing from lords. How¬ 
ever, the queen also took care of the affairs of 
the kingdom, and got together a great body of 
mercenary soldiers, and increased her own army 
to such a degree, that she became terrible to 
the neighboring tyrants, and took hostages of 
them; and the country was entirely at peace, 
excepting the Pharisees; for they disturbed the 
queen, and desired that she should kill those 
who persuaded Alexander to slay the eight hun¬ 
dred men; after which they cut the throat of 
one of them, Diogenes: and after him they did 
the same to several, one after another, till the 
men that were the most potent came into the 
palace, and Aristobulus with them, for he seemed 
to be displeased at what was done, and it ap¬ 
peared openly, that if he had an opportunity, he 
would not permit his mother to go on so. “ These 
put the queen in mind what great dangers they 
had gone though, and great things they had 
done, whereby they had demonstrated the firm¬ 
ness of their fidelity to their master, insomuch, 
that they had received the greatest marks of 
favor from him; and they begged of her that 
she would not utterly blast their hopes as it now 
happened, that when they had escaped the ha¬ 
zards that arose from their [open] enemies, 
they were to be cut off at home, by their [pri¬ 
vate] enemies, like brute beasts, without any 
help whatsoever. They said also, that if their 
adversaries would be satisfied with those that 
had been slain already, they would take what 
had been done patiently, on account of their 
natural love to their.governors; but if they must 
expect the same for the future also, they im¬ 
plored of her a dismission from her service, for 
they could not bear to think of attempting any 
method for their deliverance without her, but 
would rather die willingly before the palace- 
gate, in case she would not forgive them. And 
that it was a great shame both for themselves, 
and for the queen, that when they were neg¬ 
lected by her, they should come under the lash 
of her husband’s enemies: for that Aretas, the 
Arabian king, and the inonarchs, would give any 
reward, if they could get such men as foreign 
auxiliaries, to whom their very names, before 
their voices be heard, may perhaps be terrible: 
but if they could not obtain this their second re¬ 
quest, and if she had determined to prefer the 
Pharisees before them, they still insisted that 
she would place them every one in her fortresses; 
for if some fatal demon had a constant spite 
against Alexander’s house, they would be willing 
to bear their part, and to live in a private station 
there.” 

3. As these men said thus, and called upon 
Alexander’s ghost for commiseration of those 

* The number of 500,000, or even 300,000, as one 
Greek ropy, with the Latin copies, have it, for Tigrn- 
nes’s army, that came out of Armenia into Syria and 
Judea, seems much too large. We have had already 
several sueh extravagant numbers in Josephus’s present 
copies, which are not to lie at nil ascribed to him. Ac¬ 
cordingly I incline to Dr Hudson’s emendation here, 
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already slain, and those in danger of it, all the 
by-standers brake out into tears: but Arv >oa- 
lus chiefly made manifest what were his senti¬ 
ments, and used many reproachful expression* 
to his mother, [saying,] “Nay, indeed, the case 
is this, that they have been themselves the au¬ 
thors of their own calamities, who have permitted 
a woman, who, against reason, was mad with am¬ 
bition, to reign over them, when there were sons 
in the flower of their age fitted for it.” So Alex¬ 
andra, not knowing what to do with any decency, 
committed the fortresses to them, all but Hyrca- 
nia, and Alexandrium, and Macherus, where her 
principal treasures were. After a little while 
also, sne sent her son Aristobulus with an army 
to Damascus against Ptolemy, who was called 
Menneus, who was such a bad neighbor to the 
city; but he did nothing considerable there, and 
so returned home. 

4. About this time news was brought, that Ti- 
granes. the king of Armenia, had made an irrup¬ 
tion into Syria, with five hundred thousand sol¬ 
diers,* and was coming against Judea. This 
news, as may well be supposed, terrified the 
queen and the nation. Accordingly, they sent 
him many and very valuable presents, as also 
ambassadors, and that as he was besieging Pto- 
lemais; for Selene the queen, the same that was 
also called Cleopatra, ruled then over Syria, who 
had persuaded the inhabitants to exclude Tigra- 
nes. So the Jewish ambassadors interceded with 
him, and entreated him that he would determine 
nothing that was severe about their queen or na¬ 
tion. He commended them for the respects they 
paid him at so great a distance, and gave them 
guod hopes of his favor. But as soon as Ptole- 
mais was taken, news came to Tigranes, that 
Lucullus, in his pursuit of Mithridates, could not 
light upon him, who was fled into Iberia, but was 
laying waste Armenia, and besieging its cities. 
Now when Tigranes knew this he returned home. 

5. After this, when the queen was fallen into a 
dangerous distemper, Aristobulus resolved to 
attempt the seizing of the government; so he 
stole away secretly by night, with only one of 
his servants, and went to the fortresses wherein 
his friends, that were such from the days of his 
father, were settled: for as he had been a great 
while displeased at his mother’s conduct, so he 
was now much more afraid, lest, upon her death, 
their whole family should be under the power of 
the Pharisees, for he saw the inability of his bro¬ 
ther, who was to succeed in the government: nor 
was any one conscious of what he was doing, 
but only his wife, whom he left at Jerusalem with 
their children. He first of all came to Agaba, 
where was Galestes, one of the potent men be¬ 
fore mentioned, and was received by him. When 
it was day the queen perceived that Aristobulus 
was fled; and for some time she supposed that 
his departure was not in order to make any inno¬ 
vation; but when messengers came one after 
another with the news, that he had secured the 
first place, the second place, and all the places, 
for as soon as one had begun, they all submitted 
to his disposal; then it was that the queen and 
the nation were in the greatest disorder, lor they 
were aware that it would not be long ere Aristo¬ 
bulus would be able to settle himself firmly in 
the government. What they were principally 
afraid of was this, that he would inflict punish¬ 
ment upon them for the mad treatment his house 
had had from them: so they resolved to take his 
wife and children into custody, and keep them 
in the fortress that was over the temple.f Now 
there was a mighty conflux ot people that came 

which supposes them hut 40,000. 

f The fortress, casile, or lower, whither the wife 
ami children of Aristobulus were now sent, and 
which overlooked the temple, could be no other 
than wliai Hyrcanus I. built, Antiq. h. xviii. chap, 
iv. sect. 3 and Tlcrod the Great rebuilt, and called 
the Tower of Antonia , Antiq. b. xv. chap. xi. sect. 5 
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to Aristobulus from all parts, insomuch that lie had 
a kind of royal attendance about him; for in little 
more than fifteen days he got twenty-two strong 
places, which gave him the opportunity of raising 
an army from Libanus and Trachonitis, and the 
monarchs; for men are easily led by the greater 
number, and easily submit to them. And besides 
this, that by affording him their assistance when 
he could not expect it, they, as well as he, should 
have the advantages that would come by his 
being king, because they had been the occasion 
of his gaining the kingdom. Now the elders of 
the Jews, and Hyrcanus with them, went in unto 
the queen, and desired, “that she would give 
them her sentiments about the present posture 
of affairs, for that Aristobulus was in effect lord 
of almost all the kingdom, by possessing of so 
many strong holds, and that it was absurd for 
them to take aoy counsel by themselves, how ill 
soever she were, whilst she was alive, and that 
the danger would be upon them in no longtime.” 
But she “bade them do what they thought pro¬ 
per to be done: that they had many circumstan¬ 
ces in their favor still remaining; a nation in 
good heart, an army, and money in their several 
treasuries, for that she had small concern for 
public affairs now, when the strength of her body 
already failed her.” 

6. Now a little while after she had said this to 
them, she died, when she had reigned nine years, 
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and had in all lived seventy-three. A woman 
she was who showed no signs of the weakness 
of her sex, for she was sagacious to the greatest 
degree in her ambition of governing, and demon¬ 
strated by her doings at once, that her mind was 
fit fov action, and that sometimes men themselves 
show the little understanding they have by the 
frequent mistakes they make in point of govern¬ 
ment; for she always preferred the present to 
futurity, and preferred the power of an imperious 
dominion above all things, and in comparison of 
that had no regard to what was good, or what 
was right. However, she brought the allairs of 
her house to such an unfortunate condition, that 
she was the occasion of the taking away that 
authority from it. and that in no long time after¬ 
ward, which she had obtained by a vast number 
of hazards and misfortunes, and this out of a de¬ 
sire of what does not belong to a woman, and all 
b) a compliance in her sentiments with those 
that bare ill-will to their family, and by leaving 
the administration destitute ol a proper support 
of great men: and indeed her management du¬ 
ring her administration, while she was alive, 
was such, as filled the palace after her death 
with calamities and disturbance. However, al¬ 
though this had been her way of governing, she 
preserved the nation in peace. And this is the 
conclusion of the affairs of Alexandra. 


BOOK XIV. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS.—FROM THE DEATH OF QUEEN 
ALEXANDRA TO THE DEATH OF ANTIGONUS. 


CHAP. I. 

The IVar between Aristobulus and Hyrcanus 
about the Kingdom; and how thefmade an 
Agreement that Aristobulus should be King, 
and Hyrcanus live a private Life: as also , how 
Hyrcanus, a little afterward, was persuaded by 
Antipater to Jly toAretas. 

^ 1. We have related the affairs of queen Alex¬ 
andra, and her death, in the foregoing book, and 
will now speak of what followed, and was con¬ 
nected witn those histories; declaring, before 
wc proceed, that we have nothing so much at 
heart as this, that we may omit no facts,* either 
through ignorance or laziness, for \ve are upon 
the history and explication of such things as the 
greatest part are unacquainted withal, because 
of their distance, from our times; and wc aim to 
do it with a proper beauty of style, so far ns that 
is derived from proper words harmonically dis¬ 
posed, and from such ornaments of speech also 
ns may contribute to the pleasure of our readers 
that we may entertain the knowledge of what 
we write with some agreeable satisfaction and 
pleasure. But the principal scope that authors 
ought to aim at above all the rc-t, is to speak ac¬ 
curately, and to speak truly, for the satisfaction 
of those that arc otherwise unacquainted with 
tuch transactions, and obliged to believe what 
these writers inform them of. 

2. Hyrcanus then began his high priesthood on 
the third year of the hundred nnd seventy-se¬ 
venth Olympiad, when Quintus Hurtensins and 
Quintus Metelliis, who was called Metellus of 
Crete, were consuls at Bom* ; when lirescntlv 
Aristobulus began to make war agnin-t him, ami 
as it mine to a battle with 11 yrcnmn at Jericho, 
many of the soldiers deserted him, and went over 

* Reland takes notice here, very justly, how Jose- 
ph :s> deelnraiion, that il was hi* groat ronrem noi on¬ 
ly wrhe an agreeable, an arrura'c , and a true. Jiisln* 
rv hut also distinctly not to omit ana thing [of rouse- 
Qiirnre] either through ignorance or lanne**, implies. 
Vmi «ig could uni, consistently with tftn’ resolution, omit 
the mcniion of [so famous a person as] Jesus Christ, 


to his brother; upon which Hyrcanus (led into 
the citadel, where Aristobulus’s wife and chil¬ 
dren were imprisoned bv their mother, as we 
have said already, and attacked and overcame 
those his adversaries that had fled thither, and 
lay within the. walls of the temple. So when he 
had sent a message to his brother about agree¬ 
ing the matters between them, he laid aside, hi* 
en mi tv to him on these conditions, that Aristo¬ 
bulus should be king; that he should live without 
intermeddling with public affairs, and quietly en¬ 
joy the estate he had acquired. When they had 
agreed upon these terms in the temple, and had 
confirmed the agreement with oaths, and the 
giving one another their right hands, ami em¬ 
bracing on** another in the sight of the whole 
multitude, they departed; the one, Aristobulus. 
lo the palace; 'and Hyrcanus, as a private man, 
to the former house of Aristobulus. 

3. But there was a certain friend of Hyrcanus, 
an Idumeai*, called Antipater, who was very rich, 
and in his nature an nctive and a seditious man; 
w ho was at enmity w ith Aristobulus, and had dif¬ 
ferences with him on account of his good-will to 
F ly rearms. 11 is true that Nicolaus of Damascus 
sa'vs, that Antipater was of the stock of the 
principal Jews who came, out of Babylon into 
Judea; but that assertion of his wns to gratify 
Herod, who was his sou, nnd who, by certain re¬ 
volutions of fortune, came afterward to be king 
of the Jews, whose history wc shall give you in 
it* proper place herealtcr. However, this Anti¬ 
pater urns at first called Antipas.f ami that was 
his father’s name also; of whom they relate this, 
that king Alexander and his wife made him ge¬ 
neral of Idumea, and that lo* made a league of 
friendship with tho«e Arabians, and Gazites, and 
Ascalonites, that were of his own party, and had 

f That the famous Autipntor’s or Antipas’s* father 
was also JJntipafcr or jintipas, which two may Justly 
lie esteemed oiiennd the same name, the former with a 
Greek or Gentile, the latter with a Hebrew or Jewdsh 
termination, Josephus here assures us, though Euse¬ 
bius indeed says it u'as Ilcrod. 
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by many and large presents, made them his fast 
friends. But now, this younger Antipater was 
suspicious of the power of Anstobulus, and was 
afraid of some mischief he might do him, because 
of his hatred to him, so he stirred up the most 
powerful of the Jews, and talked against him 
to them privately; and said, that “ It was unjust 
to overlook the conduct of Aristobulus, who had 
gotten the government unrighteously, and eject¬ 
ed his irother out of it, who was the tlder, and 
ought to retain what belonged to him by prero¬ 
gative of his birth.” And the same speeches he 
perpetually made to Hyrcanus; ana told him, 
that his own life would be in danger, unless he 
guarded himself, and got shut ol Aristobulus; 
tor he said, that the friends of Aristobulus omit¬ 
ted no opportunity of advising him to kill him, 
xs bei.tg then, and not before, sure to retain his 
principality. Hyrcanus gave no credit to these 
words of his, as being of a gentle disposition, 
and one that did not easily admit of calumnies 
against other men. This temper of his, not dis¬ 
posing him to meddle with public affairs, and 
want of spirit, occasioned him to appear to specta¬ 
tors to le degenerate and unmanly*; while Aris¬ 
tobulus was of a contrary temper, an active 
man, and one of a great and generous soul. 

4. Since, therefore, Antipater saw that Hyrca¬ 
nus did not attend to what he said, he never 
ceased, day by day, to charge feigned crimes 
upon Aristobulus, and to calumniate him before 
him, as if he had a mind to kill him, and so, by 
urging him perpetually, he advised him, and 
persuaded him to fly to Aretas, the king of Ara¬ 
bia, and promised, that if he would comply with 
his advice, he would also himself assist him, 
[and go with him.] When Hyrcanus heard this, 
he said that it was for his advantage to fly away 
to Aretas. Kow Arabia is a country that borders 
upon Judea. However, Hyrcanus sent Antipa¬ 
ter first to the king of Arabia, in order to receive 
assurances from him, that when he should come 
in the manner of a supplicant to him, he would 
not deliver him up to his enemies. So Antipater 
having received such assurances, returned to 
Hyrcanus to Jerusalem. Awhile afterward he 
took Hyrcanus, and stole out of the city by night, 
and went a great journey, and came and brought 
him to the city called Petra, where the palace of 
Aretas was; and as he was a very familiar friend 
of that king, he persuaded him to bring back Hyr- 
canus into Judea, and his persuasion he continued 
every day without any intermission. He also 
proposed to make him presents on that account. 
At length he prevailed with Aretas in his suit. 
Moreover, Hyrcanus promised him, that when he 
had been brought thither, and had received his 
kingdom, he would restore that country, and 
those twelve cities which his father Alexander 
had taken from the Arabians, which were these, 
Medaba, Naballo, Libias, Tharabasu, Agala, 
Athone, Zoar, Orone, Marissa, Rudda, Lussa, 
and Oruba 

CHAP. II. 

How Aretas and Hyrcanus made an Expedition 
against Aristobulus, awl besieged Jerusalem; 
and how Scaurus , the Roman General, raised 
tit* Siege. Concerning the Death of Onias. 

{ 1. After these promises had been given to 
Aretas, he made an expedition against Aristobu¬ 
lus, with an army of fifty thousand horse and 
foot, and beat him in the battle. And when after 
that victory, many went over to Hyrcanus as de- 
•erters, Anstobulus was left desolate, and fled to 
Jerusalem; upon which the king of Arabia took 
all his army and made an assault upon the tem¬ 
ple, and besieged Aristobulus therein, the peo¬ 
ple still supporting Hyrcanus, and assisting him 
io the siege, while oone but the priests continued 
with Aristobulus. So Aretas united the forces 
of the Arabians and of the Jews together, and 
pressed on the siege vigorously. As this hap- 
37 
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pened at the time when the feast of unleavened 
bread was celebrated, which we call the pass- 
over, the principal men among the Jews left the 
country and fled into Egypt. JNow there was 
one whose name was Onias, a righteous man 
he was, and beloved of God, who, in a certain 
drought, had prayed to God to put an eud to the 
intense heat, and whose praters God had heard, 
and had sent them rain. This man had hid him¬ 
self, because he saw' that this sedition would last 
a great wdiile. However, they brought him to the 
Jewish camp, and desired, that as by his prayers 
he had once put an end to the drought, so he 
w'ould in like manner make imprecations on Aris¬ 
tobulus, and those of his faction. And when 
upon his refusal, and the excuses that he made, 
he was still by the multitude compelled to >peak 
he stood up in the midst of them, and said, “O 
God, the King of the whole world! since those 
that stand now with me are thy people, and those 
that are besieged are also thy priests, 1 beseech 
thee, that thou w ilt neither hearken to the pray¬ 
ers of those against these nor bring to eflect 
what these pray against those. 1 ' Whereupon 
such w'icked Jews as stood about him, as sooo 
as he had made this prayer, stoned hiiu to death. 

2. But God punished them immediately for 
this their barbarity, and took vengeance of them 
for the murder of Onias, in the manner follow¬ 
ing: while the priest and Aristobulus were be¬ 
sieged, it happened that the feast called the 
passover was come, at which it is our custom to 
offer a great number of sacrifices to God; but 
those that were with Aristobulus wanted sacri¬ 
fices, and desired that their countrymen without 
would furnish them with such sacrifices, and as¬ 
sured them they should have as much moaey for 
them as they should desire; and when they re¬ 
quired them to pay a thousand drachmae for each 
head of cattle, Aristobulus and the priests will¬ 
ingly undertook to pay for them accordingly,; 
and those within let down the money over the 
walls, and gave it them. But w’hen the others' 
had received it, they did not deliver the sacri¬ 
fices, but arrived at that height of wickedness* 
as to break the assurances they had ghen, and 
to be guilty of impiety towards God, by not fur¬ 
nishing those that wanted them with sacrifices.* 
And w hen the priests found they had been cheat¬ 
ed, and that the agreements they had made' 
were violated, they prayed to God that he would 
avenge them on their countrymen. Nor did he 
delay that their punishment, hut sent a strong 
and vehement storm of wind, that destroyed the 
fruits of the w hole country, till a modius of wheat 
was then bought for eleven drachma?. 

3. In the meantime Eonipey sent Scaurus into 
Syria, while he was himself in Armenia, and 
making war with Tigranes: but when Scaurus 
w'as come to Damascus, and found that Lollius 
and Mettllus had newly taken the city, he came 
himself hastily into Judea. And win u he was 
come thither, ambassadors came to him, both 
from Aristobulus and Hyrcanus, and both desired 
he w'ould assist them. And when both »-f them 
promised to give him money, Aristobulus (our 
hundred talents, and Hyrcanus no los. he ac- 

, cepted of Aristobulus’s promise, for he w ts rich, 
and had a great soul, and desired to obtain no¬ 
thing but what was moderate; whereas t!.«. .ther 
was poor, and tenacious, and made iiwrtciMe 
promises in hopes of grenter n> I vantage? for it 
was not the same thing to take a city that wa» 

1 exceeding strong nnd powe rful, as it was to «jert 
out of the country some fugitives, with a greater 
number of Nabateans, who were no very warlike 
people. He, therefore, made an agreeiiwnt with 
Aristobulus, for the reasons btfo»e mentioned,-, 
and took his money, and raised the siege, aod 
ordered Aretas to depart, or else he should be 
declared an enemy to the Romans. So Scaurus 
returned to Damascus again; and Aristoludiu,- 
1 with a great army, made war with Aretas an^ 

z 
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Hyrcanus, and fought them at a place called 
Papyron, and beat them in the battle, and slew 
about six thousand of the enemy; with whom 
fell Phahon also, the brother of Antipater. 

CIIAP. III. 

lloio Aristobulus and Hyrcanus came to Pompey , 
in order to argue who ought to have the King¬ 
dom: and how , upon the Flight of A ristobulus 
to the Fortress Alexandrium , Pompey led his 
Army against him , and ordered him to deliver 
up the Fortresses whereof he was possessed* 

J 1. A LITTLE afterward Pompey came to 
Damascus, and marched over Cuelosyrin, at which 
time there came ambassadors to him from all 
Syria, and Egypt, and out of Judea also, for 
Aristobulus had sent him a great present, which 
was a golden vine,* of the value of five hundred 
talents. Now Strabo of Cappadocia mentions 
this present in these words: "There came also 
an embassage out of Egy pt, and a crown of the 
value of four thousand pieces of gold, and out of 
Judea there came another, whether you call it a 
vine or a garden: they called the thing Terpolk, 
The Delight. However, we ourselves saw that 
present reposited at Rome in the Temple of Ju¬ 
piter Capitolinus, with this inscription, The gift 
of Alexander the king of the Jews. It was valued 
at five hundred talents, and the report is, that 
Aristobulus, the governor of the Jews, sent it. 

2. In a little time afterward came amhassadors 
again to him, Antipater from llyrcanus, and 
Nicodemus from Aristobulus; which last also ac¬ 
cused such as had taken bribes, first Gabinius, 
and then Scanrus, the one three hundred talents, 
and the other four hundred: by which procedure 
he made these two his enemies, besides those 
be had before. And when Pompey had ordered 
those that had controversies one with another to 
come to him in the beginning of the spring, he 
brought his army out of their winter quarters, 
and marched into the country of Damascus; and 
as he went along he demolished the citadel that 
was at Apamia, which Antiochus Cyzicenns had 
built, and took cognizance of the country of Pto¬ 
lemy Menneus, a wicked man, and not less so 
than Dionysius of Tripoli, who had been behead¬ 
ed, who was also his relation by marriage; yet 
did he buy oft' the punishment of his crimes for 
a thousand talents, with which money Pompey 
paid the soldiers their wages. lie also conquer¬ 
ed the place called Lysias, of which Silas, a Jew, 
was tyrant. And when he had passed over the 
cities of Heliopolis and Chalcis, and got over the 
mountain which is on the limit of Cuelosyria, he 
came from Pella to Damascus; and there it was 
that he heard the causes of the Jews, and of their 
governors Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, who were 
at difference one with another, as also of the na¬ 
tion against them both, which did not desire to 
be under kingly government, because the form 
of government they received from their fore¬ 
fathers was that of subjection to the priests of 
that God whom they worshipped, and [they com¬ 
plained,] that though these two were the pos¬ 
terity of priests, y ft did they seek to change the 
government of their nation to another form, in 
order to enslave them. Ilyrcnnus complained, 
that although he were the elder brother, he was 
deprived of the prerogative of his birth by Aristo¬ 
bulus, and that he hath but a small part of the 

• Thls^oh/en rinr,or garden, seen by Strabo at Rome, 
has Its Inscription here, ns if it were the gift of Alexan 
dcr, the father of Aristolmlus, and not of Aristobulus 
himself, to whom yet Josephus nscril»CH ii; nml in order 
to prove the truth of that part of his history, introduces 
this testimony of Strabo; so that the ordinary copies 
•eem to l>e here either erroneous or defective, and the 
original reading seems to fiave been either Aristobulus , 
kastead of Alexander, with one Creek ropy, or else 
Arutobulus, the son cf Alexander, with the Latin co¬ 


country under him, Aristobulus having taken 
away the rest from him by force. He also ac¬ 
cused him that the incursions which had been 
made into their neighbors’ countries, and the 
piracies that had been at sea, were owing to him; 
and that the nation would not have revolted, 
unless Aristobulus had been a man given to 
violence and disorder; and there were no fewer 
than a thousand Jews, of the best esteem among 
them, who confirmed this accusation; which con¬ 
firmation was procured by Anlipater. But Aris- 
tobulus alleged against him, that it was llyrca- 
nus’s own temper, which was inactive, and on that 
uccount contemptible, which caused him to be 
deprived of the government; and that for himself 
he was necessitated to take it upon him, for fear 
lest it should be transferred to others. And that 
as to his title [of king,] it was no other than 
what his father had taken [before him.] He also 
called for witnesses of what he said, some per¬ 
sons who were both young and insolent; whose 
purple garments, fine beads of hair, and other 
ornaments, were detested [by the court,] and 
which they appeared in, not as though they were 
to plead their cause, in a court of justice, but aa 
if they were marching in a pompous procession. 

3. When Pompey had heard the causes ot 
these two, and had condemned Aristobulus fot 
his violent procedure, he then spake civilly to 
them, and sent them away; and told them, that 
when he came again into their country he would 
settle all their affairs, after he had first taken a 
view of thealfairs of the Nabateans. In the mean 
time, he ordered them to be quiet; and treated 
Aristobulus civilly, lest he should make the na¬ 
tion revolt, and hinder his return; which yet 
Aristobulus did; for without expecting any fur¬ 
ther determination, which Pompey had promised 
them, he went to the city of Delius, and thence 
marched into Judea. 

d. At this behavior Pompey was angry; and 
taking with him that army which he was leading 
against the Nabateans, and the auxiliaries that 
came from Damascus, and the other parts of 
Syria, with the other Roman legions which he 
had with him, he made an expedition against 
Aristobulus; but as he passed by Pella and Soy- 
thopolis, he came to Corem, which is the first 
entrance into Judea when one passes over the 
midland countries, where he came to a most beau¬ 
tiful fortress that was built on the top of a moun¬ 
tain, called Alexandrium, whither Aristobulus 
had fled, and thence Pompey sent his commands 
to him, that he should come to him. According¬ 
ly, at the persuasions of many, thnt he would 
not make war with the Romans, he came down; 
and when he had disputed with his brother about 
the right to the government, he went up again 
to the citadel, ns Pompey gave him leave to do; 
and this he did two or three times, as Hatiering 
himself with the hopes of having the kingdom 
granted him; sothol he still pretended lit: would 
obey Pompey in whatsoever lie. commanded, al¬ 
though at the same lime, he retired to his for¬ 
tress, that be might not depress himself too low, 
and that he might be prepared fora war, in ca«e 
it should prove, as he I eared, that Pompey should 
transfer the government to Hyrcanus. But when 
Pompey enjoined Aristobulus to dt liver up the 
fortresses he held, and to si nd an injunction to 
their governors under his own hnml.lor that pur¬ 
pose, for they had been forbidden to deliver tneut 

pies; whirl] Inst seems to me the most pro’>nl>1c; for a* 
lo \rclil>isliop Usher’s conjectures, that Alexander 
made it, amt dedicated it to (Jod in !>.e temple, mid that 
thence Aristolmlus look it, and sent it to Pompey, they 
are both very improbable, nod noway agreeable to Jo¬ 
sephus, who would hardly have avoided the recording 
both these uncommon points of history, had he know* 
any thinirof them ; nor would either the Jewish nation, 
or even Pompey himself, then have relished such a fla¬ 
grant instance of sacrilege. 



BOOK XIV.—CHAP. IV. 


op upon any other commands, be submitted in¬ 
deed to do so, but still he retired in displeasure 
to Jerusalem, and made preparation for war. A 
little after this, certain persons came out of Pon- 
tus, and informed Pompey, as he was on the way, 
and conducting his army against Aristobulus, 
that Mithridates was dead, and was slain by his 
son Pharnaces. 

CHAP. IV. 

How Pompey ,when the Citizens of Jerusalem shut 

the Gates against him , besieged the City , and 

took it by Force; as also what other Things 

he did in Judea. 

$ 1. Now when Pompey had pitched his camp 
at Jericho, (where the palm-tree grows,* and 
that balsam which is an ointment of all the most 
precious, which, upon any incision made in the 
wood with a sharp stone, distils out thence like 
a juice,) he marched in the morning to Jerusa¬ 
lem. Hereupon Aristobulus repented of what 
he was doing, and came to Pompey, and [pro¬ 
mised to] give him money, and received him into 
Jerusalem, and desired that he would leave off 
the war, and do what he pleased peaceably. So 
Pompey, upon his entreaty, forgave him, and 
sent Gabinius, and soldiers with him, to receive 
the money and the city; yet was no part of this 
performed, but Gabinius’came back, being both 
excluded out of the city, and receiving none of 
the money promised, because Aristohulus's sol¬ 
diers would not permit the agreements to be exe¬ 
cuted. At this rompey was very angry, and put 
Aristobulus into prison, and came himself to the 
city, which was strong on every side, excepting 
the north, which was not so well fortified, for 
there was a broad and deep ditch that encom¬ 
passed the city,f and included within the temple, 
which was itself encompassed about with a very 
6trong stone wall. 

2. Now there was a sedition of the men that 
were within the city, who did not agree what 
was to be done in their present circumstances, 
while some thought it best to deliver up the 
city to Pompey; but Aristobulus’s party exhorted 
them to shut the gates, hecause he was kept 
in prison. Now these prevented the others, and 
seized upon the temple, and cut off the bridge 
which reached from it to the city, and prepared 
themselves to ahide a siege; but the others ad¬ 
mitted Pompey’s army in, and delivered up both 
the city and the king’s palace to him. So Pompey 
sent his lieutenant Piso with an army, and placed 
garrisons both in the city and in the palace, to 
secure them, and fortified the houses that joined 
to the temple; and all those which were more 
distant, and without it. And in the first place, 
he offered terms of accommodation to those 
within, but when they would not comply with 
what was desired, he encompassed all the‘places 
thereabout with a wall, wherein Hyrcanus did 
gladly assist him on all occasions, hut Pompey 

♦These express testimonies of Josephus here, and 
Aniiq. h. viii. ch. vi. sect. 6, and h. xv. ch. iv. sect. 2, 
that the only balsam gardens, and the best palm-trees, 
were, at least in his days, near Jericho and Engaddi, 
about the north part of the Dead Sea (whereabout also 
Alexander the Great saw the balsam drop,) show the 
mistake of those that understand Eusebius and Jerome, 
ns if one of those gardens were at the south part of that 
sea, atZoar or Segor; whereas they must cither mean 
another Zoar or Scsor, which was between Jericho and 
Engaddi, agreeably to Josephus, which yet they do not 
appear to do; or else they directly contradict Josephus, 
and were therein greatly mistaken ; l mean this, unless 
that balsam, and the hest palm-trees, grew much more 
southward in Judea in the days of Eusebius and Jerome 
than they did in the days of Josephus. 

fThe particular depth and breadth of this ditch, 
whence the stones for the wall about the temple were 
prohahly taken, are omitted in our copies of Josephus, 
but set down by Strabo, h. xvi. p ?G:t, from whom we 
learn, that this ditch was GO feet deep, and 230 feet 
broad. However, its depth is, in the next section, said 


281 

pitched his camp within [the wall,] on the north 
part of the temple, where it was most practicable; 
out even on that side there were great towers, 
and a ditch had been dug, and a deep valley- 
begirt it round about, for on the parts towards 
the city were precipices, and the bridge on 
which Pompey had gotten in was hroken down; 
however, a bank was raised day by day, with a 
great deal of labor, while the Romans cut down 
materials for it from the places round about: 
and when this bank was sufficiently raised, and 
(he ditch filled up, though but poorly, by reason 
of its immense depth, he brought his mechanical 
engines and battering rams from Tyre, and 
placing them on the bank, he battered the temple 
with the stones that were thrown against it. 
And had it not been our practice, from the days 
of our forefathers, to rest on the seventh day, 
this bank could never have been perfected, by 
reason of the opposition the Jews would have 
made; for though our laws give us leave then to 
defend ourselves against those that begin to fight 
with us, aud assault us, yet it does not permit u» 
to meddle with our enemies while they do any 
thing else. 

3. Which thing when the Romans understood, 
on those days which we call Sabbaths, they 
threw nothing at the Jews, nor came to any 
pitched battle with them, but raised up their 
earthen banks, and hrought their engines into 
such forwardness that they might do execution 
the following days. And any one may hence 
learn how very great piety we exercise towards 
God, and the observance of his laws, since the 
priests were not at all hindered from their sacred 
ministrations, by their fear during this siege, 
hut did still twice a day, iu the morning, and 
about the ninth hour, offer their sacrifices on the 
altar; nor did they omit those sacrifices, if any 
melancholy accident happened by the stones that 
were thrown among them; for although the city 
was taken on the third montl>4 on the day of the 
fast, upon the hundred and seventy-ninth Olym¬ 
piad, when Caius Antonius and Marcus Tullius 
Cicero were consuls, and the enemy then fell 
upon them, and cut the throats of those that 
were in the temple, yet could not those that 
offered the sacrifice be compelled to run away, 
neither by the fear they were in of their own 
lives, nor by the number that were already slain, 
as thinking it better to suffer whatever came 
upon them, at their very altars, than to omit any 
thing that tbeir laws required of them. And 
that this is not a mere brag, or an encomium to 
manifest a degree of our piety that was false, but 
is the real truth, I appeal to those that have 
written of the acts of Pompey; and among them, 
to Strabo and Nicolaus [of Damascus;] and be¬ 
sides these, to Titus Livius, the writer of the Ra¬ 
man history, who will bear witness to this thing.|| 

4. But when the battering engine was brought 
near, the greatest of the towers was shaktn by 

by Josephus to be immense , which exactly rprees to 
Strabo’s description, and whirh numbers in Strabo are 
a strong confirmation of the truth of Josephus's de¬ 
scription also. 

t That is, on the2Hd ofSivnn,the annual fast for the 
defection and idolatry of Jeroboam, mho made Israel to 
si»; or probably some other fast might fall into that 
month, before and in the days of Josephus. 

[| It deserves here to* e noted,Hint ti is Pharisaical su¬ 
perstitious notion, that offensive fiphtinpwas unlawful 
to Jews, even under the utmost necessity, on the Snb- 
bntli-day, of which we hear not! inp before the limes of 
the Maccabees, was the proper occasion of Jerusalem's 
being taken ny Pompey, l»v ^osius, aud by Titus, :.s ap¬ 
pears from the places already quoted in the note on 
Aniiq. b. xiii. ch viii. sect. 1; which scrnpu'oussupersti¬ 
tion, ns to the observaiion of such a rigorous resi uuon 
the Sabhnth-dav, our Saviour aiwavs opposed, when 
the Pharisaical Jews insisted on it, ns is evident in ma¬ 
ny places of the New Testament, ibouzli he still iniiina- 
tetl how pernicious that superstition might prove to 
them in their flight from the Romans, Matt, xxv 20 
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it, and fell down, and brake down n part of the 
fortifications; so the enemy poured in apace, 
and Cornelius Fanstus, the son of Sylla, witn his 
soldiers, first of nil ascended the wall, and next 
to him Furius the centurion, with those that fol¬ 
lowed on the other part, while Fabius, who was 
also a centurion, ascended it in the middle, with 
a parent body of men after him. Hut now all was 
full of slaughter; some of the Jews being slain 
by the Homans, and some by one another; nay, 
some there were who threw themselves down 
the precipices, or put fire to their houses, nnd 
burnt them, as not able to bear the miseries they 
were under. Of the Jews there fell twelve 
thousand, but of the Homans very few. Absalom, 
who was at once both uncle and father-in-law to 
Aristobulus, was taken captive. And no small 
enormities were committed about the temple 
itself, which, in former ages had been inacces¬ 
sible, and seen by none; for Fompey went into 
it, and not a few of those that were with him 
also, and saw all that which it was unlawful for 
any other men to see but only for the high priests. 
There were in that temple the golden table, the 
holy candlestick, and the pouring vessels, and a 
great quantity of spices; and besides these there 
were among the treasures two thousand talents 
of sacred money; yet did Pompey touch nothing 
of all this,* on account of his regard to religion; 
and in tliis point also he acted in a manner that 
was worthy of his virtue. The next day he gave 
order to those that had the charge of the temple 
to cleanse it, and to bring what offerings the law 
required to God; and restored the high priest¬ 
hood to Hyrcanus, both because be nad been 
useful to him in other respects, and because he 
hindered the Jews in the country from giving 
Aristobulus any assistance in his war against 
him. He also cut oft' those that had been the 
authors of that war; and bestowed proper re¬ 
wards on Faustus, and those others that mounted 
the wall with such alacrity: and he made Jeru¬ 
salem tributary to the Homans; and took away 
those cities of Ccelosyria which the inhabitants 
of Judea had subdued, and put them under the 
government of the Roman president, and con¬ 
fined the whole nation, which had elevated itself 
so high before, within its own bounds. More¬ 
over, he rebuilt Gadara, which had been demo¬ 
lished a little before,f to gratify Demetrius of 
Gadara, who was his freed-man, and restored the 
rest of the cities, Ilippos, and Scythopolis, and 
Fella, and Dios, and Samaria, as also Marissa, 
and Ashdod, and Jauinia, and Arethusa. to their 
own inhabitants: these were in the inland parts; 
besides those that had been demolished; and 
also of the maritime cities, Gaza, and Joppa, and 
Dora, and Strato’s Tower; which last Herod re¬ 
built after a glorious manner, and adorned with 
havens, and temples, and changed its name to 
Cesarea. All these Fompey left in a state of free¬ 
dom, and joined them to the province of Syria. 

5. Now the occasion of this misery which came 
upon Jerusalem, were Hyrcanus anJ Aristobulus, 
by raising a sedition one ngainst the other; for 
now we lost our liberty, and became subject to the 
Homans, and were deprived of that country which 
we had gained by our arms from the Syrians. 
Moreover, the Homans exacted of ns, in a little 
time, above ten thousand talents. And the roynl 
authority, which was a dignity formerly bestow¬ 
ed on those that were high priests, by the right 
of their family, berame the property of private 
men. But of these matters we shall treat in their 
proper places. Now Fompey committed Ccelosy¬ 
ria, as far as the river Euphrates and Egypt, to- 
Scaurus, with two Homan legions, and then went 
away to Cilicia, and made haste to Home. He 

* This is fully confirmed by the testimony of Cicero, 
who »ays, in his oration for Flaccus, tlini “ Cnclus I’om* 
pcius, when he was conqueror, and hnd taken Jerusa¬ 
lem, did not touch any thing belonging to that temple." 
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also carried bound along with him Aristobulus 
and bis children; for he hnd two daughters, and 
as many sons, the one of whom ran away, but 
the younger, Antigonus was carried to Home, 
together with his sisters. 

CHAF. V. 

How Scaiirus made a League of mutual Assist - 

ance with Aretas. And what Gabinius didin 

Judea , after he had conquered Alexander the 

Son of Aristobulus. 

5 1. SCAUItUS made now an expedition against 
Fetrea, in Arabia, and set on fire all places round 
about it, because of the great difficulty of access 
to it. And as his army was pinched by famine. 
Antipater furnished him with corn out of Judea, 
and with whatever else he wanted, and this at 
the command of Hyrcanus. And when he wag 
sent to Aretas, as an ambassador by Scaurus, 
because lie had lived with him formerly, he per¬ 
suaded Aretas to give Scaurus a sum of money, 
to prevent the burning of his country; and 
undertook to be his surety for three hundred 
talents. So Scaurus, upon these terms, ceased 
to make war any longer, which was done as much 
at Scaurus’s desire, as at the desire of Aretas. 

2. Some time after this, when Alexander, the 
son of Aristobulus, made an incursion into Judea, 
Gabiniuscame from Home to Syria, as command¬ 
er of the Roman forces. He d'id many consider¬ 
able actions: and particularly made war with 
Alexander, since Hyrcanus was not yet able to 
oppose his power, but was already attempting to 
build the walls of Jerusalem, which Fompey hud 
overthrowo, although the Romans, wno were 
there, restrained him from that his design. How¬ 
ever, Alexander went over all the country round 
about, and armed many of the Jews, and sudden¬ 
ly got together ten thousand armed footmen, nnd 
fifteen hundred horsemen, and fortified Alexan- 
drium, a fortress near to Coreae and Macherus, 
near the mountains of Arabia. Gabinius there¬ 
fore came upon him, having sent Marcus Anto- 
nius, with other commanders, before. These 
armed such Romans as followed them; and, to¬ 
gether with them, such Jews as were subject to 
them, whose leaders were Fitholaus and Mali- 
chus, and they took with them also their friends 
that were with Antipater, and met Alexander, 
while Gabinius himself followed with his legion. 
Hereupon Alexander retired to Jerusalem, where 
they fell upon one another, nnd it came to apitch- 
ed battle, in which the Homans slew of their 
enemies about three thousand, and took a like 
number alive. 

3. At which time Gabinius came to Alexan- 
drium, nnd invited those that were in it to deliver 
it up on certain conditions, nnd promised that 
then their former offences should be forgiven: 
but as a great number of the enemy had pitched 
their camp before the fortress, whom the Ho¬ 
mans attacked, Marcus Antonius fought bravely, 
and slew a great number, and seemed to come 
ofif with the greatest honor. So Gabinius left 
part of the army there, in order to take the place, 
and he himself went into other parts of Judea, 
and gave order to rebuild all the cities that he 
met with that had been demolished; at which 
time were rebuilt Samaria, Ashdod, Scythopolis, 
Anthedon, Hapliia, and Dora; Marissa also, and 
Gaza, and not n few others besides. And as the 
men acted according to Gabinius’s command, it 
came to pass, that nt this time these cities were 
securely inhabited, which had been desolate fora 
long time. 

4. When Gabinius had done thus in the country, 
he returned to Alexandrium; and when he urged 

f Of this destruction of Gadnra here presupposed, 
and its restoration by rompey,sec the note on the War 
b. i. chop, vii.sect. 7. 
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on the siege of the place, Alexander sent an 
embassage to him, desiring that he would pardon 
his former offences; he also delivered up the for¬ 
tresses, Hyrcauia, and Macherus; and at last 
Alexandrium itself, which fortress Gabiniu3 de¬ 
molished. But when Alexander’s mother who 
was of the side of the Romans, as having her 
husband and other children at Rome, came to 
him, he granted her whatsoever she asked; and 
when he had settled matters with her, he brought 
Hyrcanus to Jerusalem, and committed the care 
of the temple to him: and when he had ordain¬ 
ed five councils, he distributed the same nation 
into the same number of parts: so these coun¬ 
cils governed the people; the first was at Je¬ 
rusalem, the second at Gadara, the third at 
Amathus, the fourth at Jericho, and the fifth at 
Sepphoris in Galilee. So the Jews were now 
freed from monarchic authority, and were go¬ 
verned by an aristocracy.* 

CHAP. VI. 

How Gabinius caught Aristobulus after he had 
fed from Rome , and sent him back to Rome 
again; and how the same Gabinius , as he re¬ 
turned out of Egypt , overcame Alexander and 
the Nabateans in Battle . 

$ 1. Now Aristobulus ran away from Rome to 
Tudea, and set about the rebuilding of Alexan¬ 
drium, which had been newly demolished: here¬ 
upon Gabinius sent soldiers agaiust him, and for 
their commanders Sesenna, and Antonius, and 
Servilius, in order to hinder him from getting 
possession of the country, and to take him again. 
And indeed many of the Jews ran to Aristobu¬ 
lus, on account of his former glory, as also be¬ 
cause they should be glad of an innovation. Now 
there was one Pitholaus, a lieutenant at Jerusa¬ 
lem, who deserted to him with a thousand men, 
although a great number of those that came to 
him were unarmed; and when Aristobulus had 
resolved to go to Macherus, he dismissed those 
people, because they were unarmed, for they 
could not be useful to him, in what actions they 
were going about, but he took with him eight 
thousand that were armed, and marched on: and 
as the Romans fell upon them severely, the Jews 
fought valiantly, but were beaten in the battle; 
and when they had fought with alacrity, but 
were overborne by the enemy, they were put to 
flight; of whom were slain about five thousand, 
and the rest being dispersed, tried, as well as 
they were able, to save themselves. However, 
Aristobulus had with him still above a thousand, 
and with them he fled to Macherus, and fortified 
the place, and though he had had ill success, he 
still bad good hope of his affairs: but when he 
had struggled against the siege for two days’ 
time, and had received many wounds, he was 
brought as a captive to Gabinius, with his son 
Antigonus, who also fled with him from Rome. 
And this was the fortune of Aristobulus, who 
was sent back again to Rome, and was there re¬ 
tained in bonds, having been both king and high 
priest for three years and six months; and was 
indeed an eminent person and one of a great 
soul. However, the senate let his children go, 
upon Gabinins’s writing to them, that he had pro¬ 
mised their mother so much when she delivered 
up the fortresses to him; and accordingly they 
then returned into Judea. 

2. Now when Gabinius was making an expe¬ 
dition against the Parthians, and had already 
passed over Euphrates, he changed his mind, 
and resolved to return into Egypt, in order to re¬ 
store Ptolemy to his kingdom.-}* This bath also 

*Dean Prideaux well observes, that “ notwithstand¬ 
ing the clamor aeainst Gabinius at Rome, Josephus 
gives him a laud.ible character, as if he had acquitted 
himself with honor in the charge committed to him” 
fin Judea.] See at the year 55. 


been related elsewhere. However, Antipater 
supplied his army, which he sent agai ist Arche- 
laus, with corn, and weapons, and money. He 
also made those Jews who were above Pelusium, 
his friends and confederates, and had been the 
guardians of the passes that led into Egypt. 
But when he came back out of Egypt, he found 
Syria in disorder, with seditions and troubles; 
for Alexander, the son of Aristobulus. having 
seized on the government a second time by 
force, made many of tbe Jews revolt to him, ana 
so he marched over the country wiih a great 
army, and slew all the Romans he could light 
upon, and proceeded to besiege the mountain 
called Gerizzim, whither they had retreated. 

3. But when Gabinius found Syria in such a 
state, he sent Antipater, who was a prudent man, 
to those that were seditious, to try whether he 
could cure them of their madness, and persuade 
them to return to a better mind, and when he 
came to them, he brought many of them to a sound 
mind, and induced them to do what they ought 
to do; but he could not restrain Alexander, for 
he had an army of thirty thousand Jews, and 
met Gabinius, and joining battle with him, was 
beaten, and lost ten thousand of his men about 
mount Tabor. 

4. So Gabinius settled the affairs which be¬ 
longed to the city Jerusalem, as was agreeable 
to Antipater’s inclination, and went against the 
Nabateans, and overcame them in battle. He 
also sent away in a friendly manner Mithridates 
and Orsanes, who were Parthian deserters, and 
came to him, though the report went abroad 
that they had run away from him. And when 
Gabinius had performed great and glorious ac¬ 
tions, in his management of the affairs of war, 
he returned to Rome, and delivered the govern¬ 
ment to Crassus. Now, Nicolaus of Damascus, 
and Strabo of Cappadocia, both describe the expe¬ 
dition of Pompey and Gabinius against the Jews, 
while neither of'them say any thing new which is 
not in the other. 

CHAP. VII. 

How Crassus came into Judea , and pillaged the 

Temple; and marched against the Parthians , 

and perished with his Army. Also how Cas¬ 
sius obtained Syria , and put a stop to the Par¬ 
thians , and then went up to Judea. 

$ 1. Now Crassus, as he was going upon his 
expedition against the Parthians, came into Ju¬ 
dea, and carried off' the money that was in the 
temple, which Pompe}’ had left, being two thou¬ 
sand talents; and was disposed to spoil it of all 
the gold belonging to it, which was eight thou¬ 
sand talents. He also took a beam which was 
made of solid beaten gold, of the weight of 
three hundred mince; each of which weighed 
two pounds and a half. It was the priest who 
was guardian of the sacred treasures, and whose 
name was Eleazar, that gave him this beam; 
not out of a wicked design, for he was a good 
and a righteous man; but being intrusted with 
the custody of the veils belonging to the temple, 
which were of admirable beauty, aud of very 
costly workmanship, and hung down from this 
beam, when he saw that Crassus was busy in 
gathering money, and was in fear for the entire 
ornaments of the temple, he gave him this 
beam of gold, as a ransom for the whole; but 
this not till he had given his oatli that he would 
remove nothing else out of the temple, but be 
satisfied with this only which he sliould give 
him, being worth many ten thousand [shekels.] 
Now, this beam was contained in a wooden beam 

f This history is best illustrated by Dr. Hudson out of 
Livy, who says, “That A. Gabinius the proconsul re¬ 
stored Ptolemy to his kingdom of Egypt, and ejected 
Archelaus, wlioin they bad set up lor king,” Slc. See 
Prid. at the years 64 and 65. 
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that was hollow; but was kuowa to no others, 
but Eleazar alone knew it; yet did Crassus take 
away this beam, upon the condition of touching 
noticing else that belonged to the temple, and 
then brake his oath, and carried away all the gold 
that was in the temple. 

2. Let no one wonder that there was so much 
wealth in our temple, since all the Jews through¬ 
out the habitable earth, and those that worship¬ 
ped God, nay, even those of Asia and Europe, 
sent their contributions to it, and this from very 
ancient times. Nor is the largeness of these sums 
without its attestation; nor is that greatness ow¬ 
ing to our vanity, as raising it without ground to 
so great a height; but there are many witnesses 
to it, and particularly Strabo of Cappadocia, who 
says thus: “iMithridates sent to Cos, and took 
the money which queen Cleopatra had deposited 
there, as also eight hundred talents belonging to 
the Jews.” Now, we have no public money out 
only what appertains to God; and it is evident 
that the Asian Jews removed this money out of 
fear of IMithridates, for it is not probable that 
those of Judea, who had a strong city and tem- 

f >le, should send their money to Cos; nor is it 
iktly that the Jews, who are inhabitants of 
Alexandria, should do so either, since they were 
in no fear of IMithridates. And Strabo him¬ 
self bears witness to the same thing in another 
place, that at the same time that bylla passed 
over into Greece, in order to fight against Mithri- 
dates, he sent Lucullus to put an end to asedition 
that our nation, of whom the habitable earth is 
full, had raised in Cyrene: where he speaks thus: 
“There were four classes of men among those 
of Cyrene; that of citizens, that of husbandmen, 
the third of strangers, and the fourth of Jew9. 
Now these Jews are already gotten into all cities, 
and it is hard to find a place in the habitable earth 
that hath not admitted this tribe of men, and is 
not possessed by it; and it hath come to pass that 
Egypt and Cyrene, as having the same gover¬ 
nors, and a great number of other nations, imi¬ 
tate their way of living, and maintain great 
bodies of these Jews in a peculiar manner, and 
grow up to greater prosperity with them, and 
make use of the same laws with that nation also. 
Accordingly, the Jews have places assigned them 
in Egypt, wherein they inhabit, besides what is 
peculiarly allotted to this nation at Alexandria, 
which is a large part of that city. There is also 
an ethuarch allowed them, who governs the na¬ 
tion; and distributes justice to them, and takes 
care of their contracts, and of the laws to them 
belonging, as if he were the ruler of a free re¬ 
public. In Egypt, therefore, this nation is pow¬ 
erful, because the Jews were originally Egyp¬ 
tians, and because the land wherein they inhabit, 
since they went thence, is near to Egypt. They 
also removed into Cyrene, because that this laud 
adjoined to the government of Egypt, as well as 
does Judea, or rather was formerly under the 
same government.” And this is what Strabo 
says. 

3. So when Crassus had settled all things as 
he himself pleased, lie marched into Parthia, 
where both he himself and all his army perish¬ 
ed, as hath been related elsewhere. But Cassius, 
as he fled from Rome to Syria, took possession 
of it, and was mi impediment to the Parthians, 
who, by renson of their victory over Crassus, 
made incursions upon it; and as he came back 
to Tyre, he w’eut up into Judea also, and fell 
upon Tarichete, and presently took it, and car¬ 
ried about thirty thousand Jews captives; and 
slew Pitholaus, who succeeded Aristobulus in his 
seditious practices, and that by the persuasion of 
Antipater, who proved to have great interest in 
him, and was at that time in great repute with 
the Idumeans also; out of which nation he mar- 

• Dr Hudson observes, that the name of this wife of 
Aatipater In Josephus was Cyprus , as a Hebrew ter- 


ried a wife, who was the daughter of one of 
their eminent men, and her name was Cypros,* 
by whom he had four sons, Phasael, and Herod, 
who was afterward made king, and Joseph, and. 
Pheroras; and a daughter named Salome. This 
Antipater cultivated also a friendship and mutual 
kindness with other potentates, but especially 
with the king of Arabia, to whom he committed 
his children, while he fought against Aristobulus. 
So Cassius removed his camp, and marched to 
Euphrates, to meet those that were coming to 
attack him, a9 hath been related by others. 

4. But some time afterward, Ctesar, when he 
had taken Rome, and after Pompey and the 
senate were fled beyond the Ionian sea, freed 
Aristobulus from his bonds, and resolved to send 
him into Syria, and delivered two legions to him, 
that he might set matters right, as being a potent 
man in that country: but Aristobulus had no en¬ 
joyment of what he hoped for from the power 
that was given him by Caesar, for those of Poin- 
pey’s party prevented it, and destroyed him by 
poison, and those of Caesar’s party buried him. 
His dead’body also lay, fora good while, embalm¬ 
ed in honey, till Antony afterward sent it to Ju¬ 
dea, and caused him to be buried in the royal 
sepulchre. But Scipio, upon Pompey’s sending 
to him to slay Alexander, the son oi Aristobulus, 
because the young man was accused of what of¬ 
fences he had been guilty of at first against the 
Romans, cut off his bead; and thus did he die 
at Antioch. But Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, 
wbo was the ruler of Chalcis, under mount Liba- 
nus, took his brethren to him, and sent his 9on 
Philippion to Askelon to Aristobulus’s wife, and 
desired her to send back with hint her son Anti- 
gonus, and her daughters; the one of which, 
whose name was Alexandra, Philippion fell in 
love with and married her, though afterward his 
father, Ptolemy, slew him, and married Alexan¬ 
dra, and continued to take care of her brethren. 

CHAP. VIII. 

The Jews became confederates with Ceesar when 

he fought against Egypt. The glorious Actions 

of Antipater , and his Friendship with Caesar. 

The Honors which the Jews received from the 

Romans and Athenians. 

$ 1. Now after Pompey was dead, and after 
that victory Ciesar had gained over him. Anti¬ 
pater, who managed the Jewish affairs, became 
very useful to Caesar when he made war against 
Egypt, and that by the order of Hyrcanus: for 
when Mithridates of Pergamus was bringing his 
auxiliaries, and was not able to continue his 
march through Pelusium, but obliged to stay at 
Askelon, Antipater came to him, conducting 
three thousand of the Jews, armed men: he had 
also taker, care the principal men of the Arabi¬ 
ans should come to his assistance; and on his 
account it was that all the Syrians assisted him 
also, as not willing to appear behindhand in their 
alacrity for Ca?sar, viz. Jamblicus the ruler, and 
Ptolemy his son, and Tholomy the son of Sohe- 
inus, who dwelt at mount Libauus, and almost all 
the cities. So iMithridates marched out of Syria, 
and came to Pelusium; and when the inhabit¬ 
ants would not admit him, he besieged the city. 
Now Antipater signalized himself here, and was 
the first who plucked down a part of the wall, 
and so opened a way to the rest, whereby they 
might enter the city, and by this means Pelusium 
was taken: but it happened that the Egyptian 
Jews, who dwelt in the country called Onion, 
would not let Antipater and iMithridates, with 
their soldiers, pass to Carsar, but Antiputer per¬ 
suaded them to come over to their party, because 
lie was of the same people with them, and that 
chiefly by showing them the epistles of Hyrca- 

ruination, but not Cypris, the Greek name for Venus, 
at some critics were ready to correct it. 
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aus the high priest, wherein he exhorted them to 
cultivate friendship with C<esar, and to supply 
his army with money, and all sorts of provisions 
which they wanted: and accordingly, when he 
saw Antipater and the high priest of the same 
sentiments, they did as they were desired. And 
when the Jews about Memphis heard that these 
Jews were come over to Caesar, they also invi¬ 
ted Mithridates to come to them; so he came, 
and received them also into his army. 

2. And when Mithridates had gone over all 
Delta, as the place is called, he came to a pitch¬ 
ed battle with the enemy, near the place called 
the Jewish camp. Now Mithridates had the 
right wing, and Antipater the left; and when it 
came to a light, that wing where Mithridates was 
gave way, and was likely to suffer extremely, 
unless Antipater had come running to him with 
his own soldiers along the shore, when he had 
already beaten the enemy that opposed him; so 
he delivered Mithridates, and put those Egyp¬ 
tians, who had been too hard for nim, to flight, lie 
also took their camp, and continued in the pur¬ 
suit of them. He also recalled Mithridates, who 
had been worsted, and was retired a great way 
off; of whose soldiers eight hundred fell, but of 
Antipater’s fifty. So Mithridates sent an account 
of this battle to Caesar, and openly declared, that 
Antipater was the author of this victory, and of 
his own preservation, insomuch that Caesar com¬ 
mended Antipater then, and made use of him all 
the rest of that war in the most hazardous under¬ 
takings; he happened also to be wounded in one 
of those engagements. 

3. However, when Caesar, after some time, 
had finished that war, and was sailed away for 
Syria, he honored Antipater greatly, and con¬ 
firmed Hyrcanus in the high priesthood, and be¬ 
stowed on Antipater the privilege of a citizen of 
Rome, and a freedom from taxes every where: 
and it is reported by many, that Hyrcanus went 
along with Antipater in this expedition, and 
came himself into Egypt. Aud Strabo,of Cap¬ 
padocia, bears witness to this, when he says thus, 
in the name of Asinius; “ After Mithridates had 
invaded Egypt, and with him Hyrcanus, the high 
priest of the Jews.” Nay, the same Strabo says 
thus again, in another place, in the name of 
Hypsicrates, that 41 Mithridates at first went out 
alone, but that Antipater, who had the care of 
the Jewish affairs, was called by him to Askelon, 
and that he had gotten ready three thousand sol¬ 
diers, to go along with him, and encouraged other 
governors of the country to go along with him 
also; and that Hyrcanus, the high priest, was 
also present in this expedition.” This is what 
Strabo says. 

4. But Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, came 
at this time to Caesar,and “lamented his father’s 
fate; and complained thal it was by Antipater’s 
means that Aristobulus was taken off by poison, 
and his brother was beheaded by Scipio, and de¬ 
sired that he would take pity of him, who had 
been ejected out of that principality which was 
due to him.” He also accused Hyrcanus and 
Autipater as governing the nation by violence, 
and offering injuries to him. Autipater was pre¬ 
sent and made his defence as to the accusations 
that were laid ngainst him. He demonstrated, 
that Antigonus and his party were given to inno¬ 
vation, and were seditious persons. He also put 
Caesar in mind what difficult services he had un¬ 
dergone, when he assisted him in his wars, and 
discoursed about what he was a witness of him¬ 
self. He added, that Aristobulus was justly car- 

* Take Dr. Hudson’s note upon this place, which I 
suppose to be the truth: “ Here 13 some mistake in Jo¬ 
sephus; for when he had promised us a decree for llie 
restoration of Jerusalem, he brings in a decree of far 
greater antiquity, and that a league of friendship and 
union only. One may easily believe that Josephus 
gave order for one thing, and his amanuensis perform¬ 
ed another, by transposing decrees that concerned the 


ried away to Rome, as one that was ao enemy 
to the Romans, and could never be brought to 
be a friend to them, and that his brother had no 
more than he deserved from Scipio, as being 
seized in committing robberies; and that this 
punishment was not inflicted on him in a way of 
violence or injustice by him that did it. 

5. When Antipater had made this speech, 
Caesar appointed Hyrcanus to be high priest, and 
gave Antipater what principality he himself 
should choose, leaving the determination to him¬ 
self; so he made him procurator of Judea. He 
also gave Hyrcanus leave to raise up the walls 
of his own city, upon his asking that favor of 
him, for they had been demolished by Pompey. 
And this grant he sent to the consuls of Rome, 
to be engraven in the capitol. The decree of the 
senate was this that follows:* “Lucius Valerius, 
the son of Lucius, the praitor, referred this to 
the senate, upon the ides of December, in the 
temple of Concord. There were present at the 
writing of this decree Lucius Coponius, the son 
of Lucius, of the Colline tribe, and Papirius, of 
the Quirine tribe, concerning the affairs which 
Alexander, the son of Jason, and Numenius, the 
son of Antiochus, and Alexander, the son of Do- 
sitheus, ambassadors of the Jews, good and wor¬ 
thy men, proposed, who came to reuew that 
league of goodf-will and friendship with the Ro¬ 
mans which was in heing before. They also 
brought a shield of gold, as a mark of confedera¬ 
cy, valued at fifty thousand pieces of gold; and 
desired that letters might he given them, direct¬ 
ed both to the free cities and to the kings, that 
their country and their havens might be at 
peace, and that no one among them might re¬ 
ceive any injury. It, therefore, pleased [the 
senate] to make a league of friendship and good 
will with them, and to bestow on them whatso¬ 
ever they stood in need of, and to accept of the 
shield which was brought by them. This was 
done in the ninth year of Hyrcanus, the high 

riest and etlinarch, in the month Panemus.” 

Iyrcanus also received honors from the peo¬ 
ple of Athens, as having been useful to them on 
many occasions. And when they wrote to him, 
they sent him this decree, as it here follows: 
“ Under the Prutaneia and priesthood of Diony¬ 
sius, the son of Esculapius, on the fifth day of 
the latter part of the month Panemus, this de¬ 
cree of the Athenians was given to their com¬ 
manders, when Agathocles was archon, and Eu- 
cles, the son of Menander, of Alimusia, was the 
scribe. In the month Muuychion, on the eleventh 
day of the Prutaneia, a council of the presidents 
was held in the theatre. Dorotheus, the high 
priest, and the fellow presidents with him, put it 
to the vote of the people. Dionysius, the son of 
Dionysius, gave the sentence: Since Hyrcanus, 
the son of Alexander, the high priest and eth- 
narch of the Jews, continues to bear good-will to 
our people in general, and to every one of our 
citizens in particular, and treats them with all 
sorts of kindness; and when any of the Athe¬ 
nians come to him. either as ambassadors, or on 
any occasion of their owu, he receives them in 
an obliging manner, and sees that they are con¬ 
ducted back in safety, of which vve have had 
several former testimonies, it is now also de¬ 
creed, at the report of Theodosius, the son of 
Tbeodorus, and upon his putting the people in 
mind of the virtue of this man, and that his pur¬ 
pose is to do us all the good that is in his power, 
to honor him with a crown of gold, the usual 
reward according to the law, and to erect hit 

Hvrcani, and as deluded by the sameness of their 
names: for that belongs to ihcfirst high priest of this 
name [John Hyrcanus] which Josephus here ascribes 
to one that lived later [IIyrcanus, ilie soa of Alexander 
Janneus.] However, the decree which he proposes to 
set down follows n little lower, in the collection of Ro¬ 
man decrees, that concerned the Jews and is that da¬ 
ted when Ceesar wa9 consul the fifth time. See ch. x. 5 
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statue in brass in the temple of Demus, and of 
the Graces; and that this present of a crown 
shall be proclaimed publicly in the theatre, in 
the Dionysian shows, while the new tragedies 
are acting; and in the Panathenean, Eleusinian, 
and Gyuinical shows also; and that the com¬ 
manders shall take care, while he continues in 
his friendship, and preserves his good-will to us, 
to return ail possible honor and favor to the 
man for his affection and generosity; that by this 
treatment it may appear how our people receive 
the good kindly, and repay them a suitable re¬ 
ward; and he may be induced to proceed in his 
affection towards us, by the honors we have al¬ 
ready paid him. That ambassadors be also cho¬ 
sen out of all the Athenians, who shall carry this 
decree to him, and desire him to accept of the 
honors wc do him, and to endeavor always to 
be doing some good to our city.” And this shall 
suffice us to have spoken as to the honors that 
were paid by the Romans and the people of 
Athens to Hyrcanus. 

CHAP. IX. 

How Antipater committed the Care of Galilee to 

Herod, and that of Jerusalem to Phasaelus; as 

also, how Herod , upon the Jews' envy at An¬ 
tipater, was accused before Hyrcanus. 

} 1. Now when Ctesar had settled the affairs of 
Syria, he sailed away; and as soon as Antipater 
had conducted Caesar out of Syria, he returned 
to Judea. He then immediately raised up the 
wall, which had been thrown down by Pompey; 
nnd, by coming thither, he pacified that tumult 
which had been in the country; and this by both 
threatening and advising them to be quiet: for 
that “ if they would be of Hyrcanus’s side, they 
would live happily, and lead their lives without 
disturbance, in the enjoyment of their own pos¬ 
sessions; but if they were addicted to the hopes 
of what may come by innovation, and aimed to 
get wealth thereby, they should have him a se¬ 
vere master, instead of a gentle governor; and 
Hyrcanus a tyrant, instead of a king; and the 
Romans, together ivith Caesar, their bitter ene¬ 
mies, instead of rulers; for that they would 
never bear him to be set aside whom they had 
appointed to govern.” And when Antipater had 
said this to them, he himself settled the affairs 
of this country. 

2. And seeing that Hyrcanus was of a slow 
and slothful temper, he made Phasaelus, his 
eldest son, governor of Jerusalem, and of the 
places that were about it, but committed Galilee 
to Herod, his next son, who was then a very young 
man, for he was but fifteen years of age:* but 
that ) outh of his was no impediment to him; but 
as he was a youth of great mind, he presently 
met with an opportunity of signalizing his cou¬ 
rage; for finding that there was one Hezckias, 
a captain of a band of robbers, who overran the 
neighboring parts of Syria, with a great troop 
of them, he seized him, and slew him, as well 
as a great number of the other robbers that were 
with him; for which action he was greatly be- 
oved by the Syrians; for when they were very- 
desirous to have their country freed from this 
nest of robbers, he purged it of them: so they 
sung songs in his commendation, in their villages 
and cities, as having procured them peace, and 
the secure enjoyment of their possessions, and 
on this account it wa3 that he became known to 

* Those who will carefully observe the severnl occa¬ 
sional numbers and chronological characters in the life 
and dentil of this Herod, and of his children, hereafter 
noted, will see, that twenty fire years, and not fifteen , 
must for certain hnvc been here Josephus's own num¬ 
ber for the age of Herod, when he was made governor 
of Galilee. See chap, xxiil. sect. 5, and chap. xxiv. sect. 
7, and particularly Antiq. b. xvii. chap. viii. sect. 1, 
whe*-c about 44 years afterward Herod dies an old man 
at about 70 


Sextus Caesar, who was a relation of the great 
Ciesar, and was now president of Syria. Now 
Phasaelus, Herod’s brother, was moved with 
emulation at his actions, and envied the fame he 
had thereby gotten, and became ambitious not to 
be behindhand with him in deserving it: so he 
made the inhabitants of Jerusalem bear him the 
greatest good-will, while he held the city him¬ 
self, but did neither manage its affairs improper¬ 
ly, nor abuse his authority therein. This conduct 
procured from the nation to Antipater such re¬ 
spect as is due to kings, and such honors as he 
might partake of, if he were an absolute lord of 
the couatry. Yet did not this splendor of his, 
as frequently happens, in the least diminish in 
him that kindness and fidelity w T hich he owed to 
Hyrcanus. 

3. But now the principal men among the Jews, 
when they saw Antipater and his sons to grow 
so much in the good-will the nation bare to them, 
and in the revenues which they received out of 
Judea, and out of Hyrcanus’s own wealth, they 
became ill disposed to him: for indeed Antipa¬ 
ter had contracted a friendship with the Roman 
emperors: and wheD he had prevailed with Hyr¬ 
canus to send them money, he took it to himself 
and purloined the present intended, and sent it 
as if it were his own, and not Hyrcanus’s gift to 
them. Hyrcanus heard of this his management, 
but took no care about it: nay. he ratner was 
very glad of it: but the chief men of the Jews 
were therefore in fear, because they saw that 
Herod was a violent and bold man, and very de¬ 
sirous of acting tyrannically; so they came to 
Hyrcanus, and now accused Antipater openly, 
and said to him, “How long wilt thou be quiet 
under such actions as are now done? Or dost 
thou not see that Antipater and his sons have 
already seized upon the government? and that 
it is only the name of a king which is given thee? 
But do not thou suffer these things to be hidden 
from thee; Dor do thou think to escape danger, 
by being so careless of thyself and of thy king¬ 
dom; for Antipater and his sons are not now 
stewards of thine affairs: do not thou deceive 
thyself with such a notion; they are evidently 1 
absolute lords, for Herod, Antipater’s son, hath 
slain Hezekiah and those that were with him, and 
hath thereby transgressed our law, which hath 
forbidden to slay any man, even though he were 
a wicked man, unless he had been first condemn¬ 
ed to suffer death by the sanhedrim;+yet hath 
he been so insolent as to do this, and that without 
any authority from thee.” 

4. Upon Hyrcanus hearing this, he complied 
with them. The mothers also of those that had 
been slain by Herod raised this indignation; for 
those women continued every day in the temple, 
persuading the king and the people, that Herod 
might undergo a trial before the sanhedrim for 
what he had done. Hyrcanus was so moved by 
these complaints, that he summoned Herod to 
come to his trial, for what was charged upon 
him. Accordingly he came: but his father had 

ersuaded him to come not like a private man, 

ut with a guard, for the security of his person; 
and that when he had settled the affairs of Galilee 
in the best manner he could for his own advan¬ 
tage, he should come to his trial, but still with a 
body of men sufficient for his security, on his 
journey, yet so that he should not come with so 
great a force as might look like terrifying Hyr¬ 
canus. but still such a one as might not expose 

f It is here worth our while to remark, that none could 
he put to death in Judea hut hy the approbation of the 
Jewish sanhedrim, there bein'; an excellent provision 
in the law of Moseg, ihnt even in criminal causes, and 
particularly where life was concerned, an appeal 
should lie, from the lesser counci’s of seven in the other 
cities,to the supreme council of seventy-one at Jerusa¬ 
lem. And this is exactly according to our Saviour’s 
words when he says. It eoutd not be that a prophet 
should perish out of Jerusalem , Luke xiii, 33. 
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him naked and unguarded [to his enemies.] 
However, Sextus Caesar, president of Syria, 
wrote to Hyrcanus, and desired him to clear 
Herod, and dismiss him at his trial, and threat¬ 
ened him beforehand, if he did not do it. Which 
epistle of his was the occasion of Hyrcanus’s de¬ 
livering Herod from suffering any harm from the 
sanhedrim, for he loved him as his own son. But 
when Herod stood before the sanhedrim with 
his body of men about him, he affrighted them 
all, and no one of his former accusers durst after 
that bring any charge against him, but there was 
a deep silence, and nobody knew what was to 
be done. When affairs stood thus, one whose 
name was Semeas,* a righteous man he was, and 
for that reason above all fear, rose up, and said, 
“O you that are assessors with me, and O thou 
that art our king, I neither have ever myself 
known such a case, nor do I suppose that anyone 
of you can name its parallel, that one who is 
called to take his trial by us ever stood in such 
a manner before us; but every one, w’hosoever 
he be, that comes to be tried by this sanhedrim, 

f iresents himself in a submissive manner, and 
ike one that is in fear of himself, and that en¬ 
deavors to move us to compassion, with his 
hair dishevelled, and in black mourning gar¬ 
ments: but this admirable man Herod, who is 
accused of murder, and called to answer so 
heavy an accusation, stands here clothed in 
purple, and with the hair of his head finely 
trimmed, and with his armed men about him, 
that if we shall condemn him by our law, he may 
slay us, and by overbearing justice, may himself 
escape death. Yet do not I make this complaint 
against Herod himself: he is to be sure more 
concerned for himself than for the laws; but my 
complaint is against yourselves, and your king, 
who gave him a license so to do. However, 
take you notice, that God is great, and that this 
very man, whom you are going to absolve and 
dismiss, for the sake of Hyrcanus, will one day 
punish both you and your king himself also.” 
Nor did Semeas mistake in any part of this pre¬ 
diction; for when Herod had received the king¬ 
dom, he slew all the members of this Sanhedrim, 
and Hyrcanus himself also, excepting Semeas, 
for he had a great honor for him on account of 
his righteousness, and because when the city 
was afterward besieged by Herod and Sosius, he 
persuaded the people to admit Herod into it; and 
told them, “That for their sins they would not 
he able to escape his hands.” Which things will 
be related by us in their proper places. 

5. But when Hyrcanus saw that the members 
of the sanhedrim were ready to pronounce the 
sentence of death upon Herod, he put off the 
trial to another day, and sent privately to Herod, 
and advised him to fly out of the city, for that 
by this means he might escape. So he retired 
to Damascus, as though he fled from the king: 
and when he had been with Sextus Caesar, and 
had put his own affairs in a sure posture, he re¬ 
solved to do thus, that in case he were again 
summoned before the sanhedrim to take his trial, 
he would not obey that summons. Hereupon the 
members of the sanhedrim had great indignation 
at this posture of affairs, and endeavored to 
persuade Hyrcanus that all these things were 
against him. Which state of matters he was not 
ignorant of, but his temper was so unmanly, and 
«o foolish, that he was aide to do nothing at all. 
But when Sextus had made Herod general of 
the army of Coelosyria, for he sold him that post 
for money, Hyrcanus was in fear lest Herod 
should make war upon him; nor was the effect 
of what he feared long in coming upon him, for 
Herod came and brought an army along with 
him, to fight with Hyrcanus, as being angry at 
the trial he had been summoned to undergo be- 
* This account, as Reland ohserves, is confirmed by 
the Talmudists, who call this Semeas, Simeon the son 
of She tack . 


fore the sanhedrim; but his father Antipater, and 
his brother [Phasaelus,] met him, ana hindered 
him from assaulting Jerusalem. They also pa¬ 
cified his vehement temper, and persuaded him 
to do no overt action, but only to affright them 
with threatenings, and to proceed no further 
against one who had given him the dignity he 
had; they also desired him aot only not to he 
angry that he was summoned, aad obliged to 
come to his trial, but to remember withal, how 
he was dismissed without condemnation, and 
how he ought to give Hyrcanus thanks for the 
same, and that he was not to regard only what 
was disagreeable to him, aad be unthankful for 
his deliverance. So they desired him to con 
sider, that since it is God that turns the scales of 
war, there is great uncertainty in the issues of 
battles, and that therefore he ought not to expect 
the victory, when he should fight with his king, 
aad him that had supported him, and bestowed 
many benefits upon him, and had done aothiag 
of itself very severe to him; for that his accu¬ 
sation, which was derived from evil counsellors, 
and not from himself, had rather the suspicion 
of some severity, than any thing really severe in 
it. Herod was persuaded by these arguments, 
and believed that it was sufficient for his future 
hopes to have made a show of his strength 
before the nation, and done no more to it: and in 
this state were the aff airs of Judea at this time. 

CHAP. X. 

The Honors that were paid the Jews; and the 

Leagues that were made by the Romans, and 

other Nations, with them. 

$ 1. Now when Caesar was come to Rome, 
he was ready to sail to Africa to fight against 
Scipio and Cato, whea Hyrcanus sent ambassa¬ 
dors to him, and by them desired that he would 
ratify that league of friendship and mutual alli¬ 
ance which was between them. And it seem* 
to me to be necessary here to give an account of 
all the honors that the Romans and their em¬ 
perors paid to our nation, and of the leagues of 
mutual assistance they have made with it, that 
all the rest of mankind may know what regard 
the kings of Asia and Europe have had to us, and 
that they have been abundantly satisfied of our 
courage and fidelity; for, whereas many will not 
believe what has been written about us by the 
Persians and Macedonians, because those’ wri¬ 
tings are not every where to be met with, nor do 
lie in public places, but among us ourselves, 
and certain other barbarous nations, while there 
is no contradiction to be made against the de¬ 
crees of the Romans, for they are laid up in 
the public places of the cities, and are extant 
still in the capitol. and engraven upon pillars of 
brass; nay, besides this, Julius Caesar made a 
pillar of brass for the Jews of Alexandria, and 
declared publicly that they were citizens of Alex¬ 
andria. Out of these evidences will I demon¬ 
strate what I sav; and will now set down the 
decrees made both by the senate, and by Julius 
Ciesar, which relate to Hyrcanus, and to our na¬ 
tion. 

2. “Caius Julius Caesar, imperator and high 
priest, and dictator the second time, to the ma¬ 
gistrates, senate and people of Sidon, sendeth 
greeting: If you be in health, it is well. I also 
and the army are well. I have sent you a copy 
of that decree, registered on the tables, which 
concerns Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the 
high priest and ethnarch of the Jews, that it 
may be laid up among the public records; and I 
will that it be openly proposed in a table of brass, 
both in Greek and in Latio: it is as follows: I 
Julius Caesar, imperator the second time, and 
high priest, have made this decree, with the ap¬ 
probation of the senate: Wherens Hyrcanus, 
the sou of Alexander the Jew, hath demonstra- 


38 
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ted his fidelity and diligence about our affairs, 
and tliis both nowand io former times, both in 
eace and in war, as many of our generals have 
orne witness, and came to our assistance io the 
last Alexandrian war* with fifteen hundred sol¬ 
diers; and when he was sent by me to Mithri- 
dates, showed himself superior in valor to all 
the rest of that army: for these reasons l will 
that liyreanus the son of Alexander, and his 
children, be etlinarchs of the Jews, and have the 
high priesthood of the Jews for ever, according 
to the customs of their forefathers, and that he 
and his sons be our confederates, and that be¬ 
sides this, every one of them be reckoned among 
our particular friends. 1 aUo ordain that he and 
his children retain whatsoever privileges belong 
to the office of high priest, or whatsoever favors 
have beeo hitherto granted them. And if at 
any time hereafter there arise any questions 
about the Jewish customs, I will that he deter¬ 
mine the same. And I think it not proper that 
they should be obliged to find us winter quarters, 
or that any money should be required of them.” 

3. “The decrees of Caius Csesar, consul, con¬ 
taining what had been granted and determined, 
are as follows: That Hyrcanus and his children 
bear rule over the nation of the Jews, and have 
the profits of the places to them bequeathed: 
and that he, as himself the high priest and eth- 
narch of the Jews, defend those that are injured. 
And that ambassadors be sent to Hyrcanus the 
son of Alexander, the high priest of the Jews, 
that may discourse with him about a league of 
friendship and mutual assistance, and that a table 
of brass, containing the premises, be openly pro¬ 
posed in the capitol, and at Sidon, and Tyre, and 
Askelon, and in the temple, engraven in Roman 
and Greek letters: that this decree may also be 
communicated to the qua;stors and praetors of the 
■everal cbies, and to the friends of Jews; and 
that the ambassadors may have presents made 
them, and that these decrees be sent every w here.” 

4. “ Caius Ciesar, imperator, dictator, consul, 
hath granted, That out of regard to the honor, 
and virtue, and kindness of the man. and for the 
advantage of the senate, ana of the people of 
Rome, Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, both he 
and his cnildren, be high priests and priests of 
Jerusalem, and of the Jewish nation, by the same 
right, and according to the same laws, by which 
their progenitors have held the priesthood.” 

5. “Caius Caesar, consul the fiflh time, hath 
decreed, Thai the Jews shall possess Jerusalem, 
and may encompass that city with walls; and 
that Hyreaous, the son of Alexander, the high 
priest and ethnarch of the Jews, retain it, in the 
manner he himself pleases; and that the Jews 
be allowed to deduct out of their tribute every 
secon 1 year the land is let [in the sabbatic period^] 
a corus of that tribute, and that the tribute they 
pay b«- not let to farm, nor that they pay always 
the same tribute.” 

6. “Caius Ciesar, imperator the second time, 
hath ordained. That all the country of the Jews, 
excepling Joppa, do pay a trihute yearly for the 
city of Jerusalem, excepting the seventh; which 
they call the sahbatica) year, because thereon 
they neither receivt the fruits of their trees, nor 
do they sow their land; and that they pay their 
tribute in Sidon on the second year [of that 
sabbatical period,] the fourth part of what was 
•own: aiirl besides this, they arc to pay the 
tame tithes to liyreanus and his sons, wliirn they 
paid tu their forefathers. And that no one, 
neither president, nor lieutenant, nor amba«s.i- 
dor, raise auxiliaries within the bounds of Judea, 

• That Hyrronui wna himself In Egypt, along with 
Antipater at lids time, io whom nrcordiwly the l*olt1 
and prudent anions of lus deputy Auiipa'er are here 
ascriticd, as ll is decrcr of Julius h’trsnr supjKiws, we 
are faril cr assured by !l e lemimony of Strabo, already 
procured by Josephus, eh. viii. sect. 2. 

t Dr. Hudson justly supjioscs, that these Roman iinpe 


nor may soldiers exact money of them for winter 
quarters, or under any other pretence, but that 
they may be free from all sorts of injuries: and 
that whatsoever they shall hereafter have, and 
are in possession of, or have bought, they shall 
retain them all. It is also our pleasure, that the 
city of Joppa, which the Jews had originally, 
when they made a league of friendship with the 
Romans, shall belong to them, as it formerly 
did, and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, 
and his sons, have as tribute of that city from 
those that occupy the land for the country, and 
for what they export every year to Sidon. twenty 
thousand, six hundred, and seventy-fiv* modi* 
every year, the seventh year, which they cal 
the sabbatic year, excepted, whereon they nei¬ 
ther plough nor receive the product or their 
trees. It is a ho the pleasure of the senate, that 
as to the villages which are in the great plain, 
which Hyrcanus and his forefathers formerly 
possessed, Hyrcanus and the Jews have them 
with the same privileges with which they for¬ 
merly had them also, and that the same original 
ordinances remain still in force, which concern 
the Jews, with regard to their high priests; and 
that they enjoy the same benefits which they 
have had formerly by the concession of the peo- 
)le, and of the senate, and let them enjoy the 
ike privileges in Lydda. It is the pleasure also 
of the senate, that Hyrcanus the ethnarch, and 
the Jews, retain those places, countries, and vil¬ 
lages, which belonged to the king® of Syria and 
Hhcenicia, the confederates of the Romans, and 
which they had bestowed on thi m as their free 
gifts. It Is also granted to Hyrcanus, and to 
his sons, and to the ambassadors by them sent 
to us, that in the fights between single gla¬ 
diators, and in those with beasts, they shall sit 
among the senators to see those shows, and 
that when they desire an audience, they shall be 
introduced into the senate by the dictator, or by 
the general of the horse; and when they have 
introduced them their answers shall he returned 
them in ten days at the farthest, after the decree 
of the senate is'madc about their affairs." 

7. “ Caius Caesar, imperator, dictator the fourth 
time, and consul the fifth time, declared to be 
perpetual dictator, made this speech concerning 
the rights and privileges of Hyrcanus the son ol 
Alexander, the high priest and ethnarch of the 
Jews. Since those imperatorsf that have been 
in the provinces before me have borne witness to 
Hyrcanus, the high priest of the Jews, and to the 
Jews themselves, and this before the senate and 
people of Rome, when the people and senate re¬ 
turned their thanks to them, it is good that we 
now also remember the same, and provide that 
a requital be made to Hyrcanus, to the nation of 
the Jew«, and to the sons of Hvrcanus, by the 
s» nate and people of Rome, amf that suitably to 
what good w ill they have shown u®, arid to the 
benefits they have bestowed upon us.” 

3. “ Julius Caius, praetor [consul] of Rome, to 
the magistrates, senate, and people of the Pa¬ 
rians, st ndeth greeting. The Jews of Delos 
and some other Jews that sojourn there, in the 
presence of your ambassadors, signified to us, 
thnt by a decree of yours, you forbid them (o 
make use of the custoinsof their forefathers, and 
their way of sacred worship. Now it does not 
please me, that such decrees should be made 
against our friends, and confederates, whereby 
they are forbidden to live according to their own 
customs, or to bring in contributions for common 
suppers and holy festivals while they are not 
forbidden so to do even at Rome itself; for even 

raiors.or generals of armies, menntbolh here and se»*t.2, 
who gave testimony io llyrcnniia’8 and the Jews’ faith¬ 
fulness and good-will io the Romans, before the senate 
and |>eop(c of Romp, were principally l’ompny S^nuriis, 
and Ga' inius; of nil whom Josephus had already given 
us the history, so far aa the Jews were concerned with 
them. 
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Cains Caesar, our imperator and consul, in that 
decree wherein he forbade the Bacchanal rioters 
to meet in the city, did yet permit these Jews, 
and these only, both to bring in their contribu¬ 
tions, and to make their common suppers. Ac¬ 
cordingly, when i forbid other Bacchanal rioters, 
I permit these Jews to gather themselves to¬ 
gether, according to the customs and laws of 
tbeir forefathers, and to persist therein. It will 
be therefore good for you, that ifyou have made 
any decree against these our friends and con¬ 
federates, to abrogate the same, by reason of 
their virtue and kind disposition towards us.” 

9. Now after Caius was slain, when Marcus 
Antonius, and Publius Dolabella, were consuls, 
they both assembled the senate, and introduced 
Hy rcanus’s ambassadors into it, and discoursed 
of what they desired, and made a league of friend¬ 
ship with them. The senate also decreed to 
grant them all they desired. 1 add the decree 
itself, that those who read the present work may 
have ready by them a demonstration of the truth 
of what we say: the decree was this: 

10. “The decree of the senate, copied out of 
the treasury, from the public tables belonging to 
the queestors, when Quintus Rutilius and Caius 
Cornelius were quaestors, and taken out of the 
second table of the first class, on the third day 
before the ides of April, in the temple of Con¬ 
cord. There were present at the writing of this 
decree, Lucius Calpurnius Piso of the JNIenenian 
tribe, Servius Papinias Potitus of the Lemonian 
tribe, Caius Caninius Rebilius of the Tarenline 
tribe, Publius Tidetus, Lucius Apulinus, the son 
of Lucius, of the Sergian tribe, t lavius, the son 
of Lucius, of the Lemonian tribe, Publius Pla- 
tius, the son of Publius, of the Papyrian tribe, 
Marcus Aoilius, the son of Marcus, of the Me- 
cian tribe, Lucius Erucius, the son of Lucius, of 
the Stellatine tribe, Marcus Quintus Plancillus, 
the son of Marcus, of the Pollian tribe, and Pub¬ 
lius Serius. Publius Dolabella, and Marcus An¬ 
tonius, the consuls, made this reference to the 
senate, that as to those things which, by the de¬ 
cree of the senate, Caius Caesar had adjudged 
about the Jews, and yet had not hitherto that de¬ 
cree been brought into the treasury* it is our will, 
as it is also the desire of Publius lJolabella, and 
Marcus Antonius, our consuls, to have these de¬ 
crees put into the public, tables, and brought to 
the city quaestors, that they may take care to 
have them put upon the double tables. This 
was done before the fifth of the ides of February, 
in the temple of Concord. Now the ambassa¬ 
dors from llyrcanus the high priest were these, 
Lysimachus the son of Pausanias, Alexander the 
son of Theodorus, Patroclus the son of Clieras, 
and Jonathan the son of Onias.” 

11. llyrcanus sent also one of these ambassa¬ 
dors to Dolabella, who was then the prefect of 
Asia, and desired him to dismiss the Jews from 
military services, and to preserve to them the 
customs of their forefathers, and to permit them 
to live according to them. And when Dolabella 
bad received Hyrcanus’s letter, without any fur¬ 
ther deliberation, he sent an epistle to all the 
Asiatics, and particularly to the city of the 
Ephesians, the metropolis of Asia, about the 
Jews, a copy of which epistle here follows: 

12. ‘ When Artemon was prytanis, on the first 
day of the month Leneon, Dolabella imperator, 
to the senate, and magistrates, and people of the 
Ephesians, sendeth greeting; Alexander, the son 
of fheodorus, the ambassador of llyrcanus, the 
son of Alexander the high priest and elhnarch of 
the Jews, appeared before me, to show that his 
countrymen could nut go into their armies, be¬ 
cause they are not allowed to bear arms, or to 
travel on the Sabbath-days, nor there to procure 
themselves those sorts of food which they have 
been used to eat from the times of their "forefa¬ 
thers; I do therefore grant them a freedom from 
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oing into the army, as the former prefects 

ave done and permit them to use the customs 
of their forefathers, in assembling togeb • for 
sacred and religious purposes, as their law re¬ 
quires, and for collecting oblations necessary for 
sacrifices: and my will is, that you write this to 
the several cities under your jurisdiction.” 

13. And these were the concessions that Dola¬ 
bella made to our nation when llyrcanus sent an 
embassage to him. But Lucius tlie consul a de¬ 
cree ran thus: “ I have at my tribunal set these 
Jews, who are citizens of Rome, and follow the 
Jewish religious rites, and yet live at Ephesus, 
free from going into the army, on account of the 
superstition they are under. This was done be¬ 
fore the twelfth of the calends of October, when 
Lucius Lentulus, and Caius Marcellus, were con¬ 
suls, in the presence of Titus Appius Balgu*. the 
son of Titus, and lieutenant of the Hor.itiau 
tribe; of Titus Tongius, the son of Titus, of the 
Crustumine tribe; of Quintus Resius, the son of 
Quintus; of Titus Pompeius Longinus, the eun of 
Titus; of Caius Servilius, the son of Caius, of 
the Tarentine Tribe; of Bracchus the military 
tribune; of Publius Lucius Galtus, the son of 
Publius, of the Vetnrian tribe; of Caius Sentius, 
the son of Caius, of the Sabbatine tribe; of Ti¬ 
tus Attilius Bulbus, the son of Titus, lieutenant 
and vice-praetor, to the magistrates, senate, and 
people ot the Ephesians, sendeth greeting: Lu¬ 
cius Lentulus the consul freed the Jews tn .t are 
in Asia from going into the armies, at nn inter¬ 
cession for them. And when I had made the 
same petition some time afterward to Phaniu* 
the imperator, and to Lucius Antonius the vice- 
quaestor, I obtained that privilege of them also; 
and my will is, that you take care that no one 
give them any disturbance.” 

14. The decree of the Delians. “The answer 
of the praetors, when Beotus was archon, on the 
twentieth day of the month Thargeleon. Wliile 
Marcus Piso the lieutenant lived in our city, yvho 
was also appointed over the choice of the sol i iers, 
he called us, and many other of the citizens, 
and gave order, that if there be here any Jews, 
yvho are Roman citizens, no one is to give ibem 
any disturbance about going into the army , be¬ 
cause Cornelius Lentulus, the consul, freed the 
Jew's from going into the army, on account of the 
superstition they are under; you are therefore 
obliged to submit to the prietor.” And the like 
decree yvns made by the Sardians about us also. 

15. “Caius Phanius, the son of Caius, impera¬ 
tor and consul, to the magistrates of Cos. send¬ 
eth greeting: 1 yvould have you know that the 
ambassadors of the Jews have been with me, 
and desired they might have those decrees which 
the senate had made about them; yvhieh decrees 
are here subjoined. My will is, that you have a 
regard to, ami take care of these men, according 
to the senate’s decree, that they may be sately 
conveyed home through your country.” 

16. The declaration of Lucius Lentulus the 
consul: “1 have dismissed those Jews who are 
Roman citizens, and w ho appear to me to have 
their religious riles, and to observe the laws of 
the Jeyvs at Ephesus, on account of the supersti¬ 
tion they are under. This act was done before 
the thirteenth of the calends of October.” 

17. “ Lucius Antonius, the son of Man ns, vice- 
quncstor, and vice-prator, to the mag’-frales, 
senate, and people of the Sardians, sendeth 
greeting: Thuse Jeyvs that are our fell »w-citi¬ 
zens of Rome, came to me, and demonstrated 
that they had an assembly of their ow n, accord¬ 
ing to the laws of their forefathers, and tin- trom 
the beginning, as also a place of their own, where¬ 
in they determined their suits and controversies 
yvith one another: upon their petition therefore 
to me, that these might be lawful for them, I gave 
order that these their privileges be preserved, 
and they be permitted to do accordingly.” 
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18. The declaration of Marcus Publius, the 
soo of Spurius, and of Marcus, the son of Mar¬ 
cus, and of Lucius, the son of Publius; “ We 
went to the proconsul, and informed him of what 
Dosilheus. tne son of Cleopatrida of Alexandria 
desired, that if he thought good, he would dis¬ 
miss those Jews who were Roman citizens, and 
were wont to observe the rites of the Jewish re¬ 
ligion, on account of the superstition they were 
under. Accordingly, he did dismiss them. This 
was done before the thirteenth of the calends of 
October.” 

19. “In the month Quintilis, when Lucius 
Lentulus and Caius Marcellus were consuls; and 
there were present Titus Appius Balbus, the son 
of Titus, lieutenant of the* Uoratian tribe, Titus 
Tongius of the Crnstumine tribe, Quintus Resius 
the son of Quintus, Titus Pompeius the son of 
Titus, Conn lius Longinus, Caius Servilius Brac- 
chus, the son of Cains, a military tribune, of the 
Tarentine tribe, Publius Clausius Callus, the son 
of Publius, of the Vetnrian tribe, Caius Teutius 
the son of Caius, a military tribune, of the Emi- 
lian tribe, Sextus Atilius Serranus, the son of 
Sextus, of the Esquiline tribe, Caius Pompeius, 
the son of Cains, of the Sabbatine tribe, Titus 
Appius Menander, the son of Titus, Puhlius Ser- 
Tilius Strabo, the son of Publius, Lucius Paccius 
Capito, the son of Lucius, of the Colline tribe, 
Aulus Furius Tertius, the son of Aulus, and Ap¬ 
pius Menas. In the presence of these it was 
that Lentulus pronounced this decree: I have 
before the tribunal dismissed those Jews that are 
Roman citizens, and are accustomed to observe 
the sacred rites of the Jews at Ephesus, on ac¬ 
count of the superstition they are under.” 

20. “The magistrates of the Laodiceans to 
Caius Rubilius, the son of Caius, the consul, 
eend greeting: Sopatcr, the ambassador of Ilyr- 
canus, the high priest, hath delivered us an epis¬ 
tle from thee, whereby he lets us know, that 
certain ambassadors were come from llyrcanus, 
the high priest of the Jews, and brought an epis¬ 
tle written concerning their nation, wnerein tliey 
desire that the Jews may be allowed to observe 
their Sabbaths and other sacred rites, according 
to the laws of their forefathers, anti that they 
may be under no command, because they are 
our friends and confederates, and that nobody 
may injure them in our province s. Now, although, 
the Irallians there prisent contradicted them, 
and were not pleased with these decrees, yet 
didst thou give order that they should be ob¬ 
served, and infonnedst us that thou hndst been 
desired to write this to ns about them. We. there¬ 
fore, in obedience to the injunctions we have re¬ 
ceived from thee, have received the e pistle which 
thou sentest us, and have laid it up by its* If among 
onr public records. And as to the other things 
about which thou didst send to us, we will take 
care that no complaint be made against ns.” 

21. “ Publius Servilius, the son of Publius, of 
the Galbnn tribe, the proconsul t * the magis¬ 
trates, senate, und people of the Milesians, svml- 
eth greeting: Prytanes the son of Hermes, a 
citizen of yours, enme to me when I was at 
Tralles, and In Id a court there, and informed me 
that you used the Jews in a way dill* rent from 
my opinion, and forbade them to rrbbrate their 
Sabbaths, mid to pnform the s.icn I ril< * to- 
reived from their fori failu rs. an 1 t > manage the 
fruits of the land according to their ancient cus¬ 
tom, and that lie had hints- If been the prnmulgi r 

* We have here a most remarkable anil authontir 
attestation of thentixens of I cr.'nmns, t’ t \t*rn)mn 
was the father of all ti c Hebrews; t h t ll eirownan- 
ees’o-fl were. In the oMest tunes, H e frl •< ils of those 
Hebrews; and that Hie public nHs of their rj*y, rfio»» 
ex’ant. ronl-nneil the §ame: whirl pvtdcirc is too 
atronc to be evaded l»v our present i'*i*nrnnre of t c 
particularoreasion o f snrli nnrlrni f Iculs* ip and alii- 
anre between people. See the ' k ■ fuM evidenre 

of the kindred of the Lacedemonians and the Jews; 
and that because they were both the posterity of Alira- 
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of your decree, according as your laws require 
I would therefore have you know, that upon 
hearing the pleadings on both sides, 1 gave sen¬ 
tence that the Jews should not be prohibited to 
make use of their own customs.” 

22. The decree of those of Pergamus. When 
Cratippus was prytanis, on the first day of the 
month Desius, the decree of the pnetors was this: 
“Since the Romans, following the conduct ot 
their ancestors, undertake dangers for the com¬ 
mon safety of all mankind, and arc ambitious to 
settle their confederates anil friends in happiness 
and in firm peace; and since the nation of the J ew?, 
and their nigh priest Hyrcanus, sent as ambas¬ 
sadors to them, Strato, the son of Theodotus, 
and Apollonius, the son of Alexander, and Eneas, 
the son of Antipater, and Aristobulus, the son of 
Amyntus, and Sosipater, the son of Philip, wor¬ 
thy and good men, who gave a particular account 
of their affairs, the senate thereupon made a de¬ 
cree about what tliey had desired of them, that 
Antiochns the king, the son of Antiochus, should 
do no injury to the Jews, the confederates of the 
Romans; and that the fortresses, and the havens, 
and the country, and whatsoever else lie had 
taken from them, should be restored to them; 
and that it may be lawful for them to export 
their goods out of their own havens; and that 
no king nor people may have leave to export any 
goods, either out of the country of Judea, or out 
of their havens, without paying customs, but only 
Ptolemy, the king of Alexandria, because he is 
our confederate and friend; and that, according 
to their desire, the garrison that is in Joppa may 
be ejected. Now Lucius Pettius, one of the se¬ 
nators, a worthy and good man, gave order that 
we should take care that these things should be 
done according to the senate’s decree; and that 
we should take care also that their ambassadors 
might return home in safety. Accordingly, we 
admitted Theodorus into onr senate and assem¬ 
bly, and took the epistle cut of his hands, as well 
as the decree of (he senate; and as he discoursed 
with gn at zeal iibout the Jews, and dt scribed 
Hyrcamis’s virtue and generosity, and how he 
a ben< factor to all men in common, and par¬ 
ticularly to every body that comes to him, we 
laid up the epistle in our public ncorils; and 
made a decree ourselves, that since we also are 
in confederacy with (he Romans we would do 
every thing we could for the Jews, according 
to the senate’s decree. Theodorus also, who 
brought the epistle, desired of our nrrclors, that 
they would send llyrcanus a copy ot that decree 
as also ambassadors to signify to him the alTec- 
tion of our people to him, anti to exhort them to 
preseivo and augment their friendship for us, 
and be ready to bestow other benefits upon ns, 
as justly expecting to receive proper riquitnls 
from ns; and dealing them to mnemb* r that 
our ancestors* w« re I'ri* n l to the Jews even in 
the flays of Abraham, who was the father of all 
the IL brews, as we have [also] found it set down 
in our public records.” 

2J. The decne of tli of Naliranvissus 
When Mcmiion, the son of Or Midas by It -mil, 
but, hv adoption, of Etm n;. nuis, was pro si, on 
the * K * day of I ho month Ai i> irion, th* - eerre 
of the people, upon the representation • Anreus 
Ab xHiuhr, was this “ h n wo h i e » ver a 
great regard t> piety toward** im 1, and t i lioli- 
iii'ss, and since we aim t < - ■ 1 - thv. propl of the 
Rom-ns, who are tin b u>;- -f II nun, 

ham,t*y a pip»'ir epistle of "w •: f eople to » p Jews, 
preserved in t* c firm hook of ’ « M o- nVos. xii .> —523, 
amt it-en-r l»y Jo-on* as, An»i<» xu.pt np. iv sref.lO; 
I olli w'-ii'h ; till o Mir records *y v In -. It 

in - 'so w*i*il wort* y of o sorv, w-'ai Mosv C\ ore- 

neusis, ttio pri. ripal Amu* i t -uirian, inform** ua 
of. p. H‘\ i“rit \r*«:irP8, \v o*ni«r*l i'a-ilnan Empire, 
ivn* of f 1 'e KOffl of Vralar v KVnnl*: <t that 
there 1 y wna : crompMsheU t at prediction whir • said, 
king* of nations shall proceed from thee. Gen. xvii.U. 
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and what they have written to us about a league 
of fr iendship and mutual assistance between the 
Jews and our city, and that their sacred offices, 
aud accustomed festivals and assemblies, may be 
observed by them, we have decreed, that as ma¬ 
ny men ana women of the Jews as are willing so 
to do, may celebrate their Sabbaths, and perform 
their holy offices, according to the Jewish laws; 
and may make their proseuchas at the seaside, 
according to the customs of their forefathers; 
and if any one, whether he be a magistrate or 
rivate person, hindereth them from so doing, 
e shall be liable to a fine, to be applied to the 
uses of the city.” 

24. The decree of the Sardians. This decree 
was made by the senate and people, upon the 
representation of the praetors: “ Whereas those 
Jews, who are our fellow-citizens, and live with 
us in this city, have ever had great benefits 
heaped upon them by the people, aud have come 
now into the senate, and desired of the peo¬ 
ple, that upon the restitution of their law and 
their liberty, by the senate and people of Rome, 
they may assemble together, according to their 
ancient legal custom, and that ive will not bring 
any suit against them about it; and that a place 
may be given them where they may hold their 
congregations, with their wives and children, and 
may offer, as did their forefathers, their prayers 
ana sacrifices to God; now the senate and people 
have decreed to permit them to assemble toge¬ 
ther on the days formerly appointed, and to act 
according to their own laws; and that such a 
place be set apart for them by the praetors, for 
the building and inhabiting the same, as they 
shall esteem fit for that purpose. And that those 
that take care of the provisions for the city, 
shall take care that such sorts of food as they 
esteem fit for their eating, may be imported into 
the city.” 

25. The decree of the Ephesians. When Me- 
nophilus was prytanis, ou the first day of the 
month Artemisius, this decree was made by the 
people: “Nicanor, the son of Euphemius, pro¬ 
nounced it, upon the representation of the prae¬ 
tors. Since the Jews that dwell iu this city have 
petitioned Marcus Julius Pompoms, the son of 
Brutus, the proconsul, that they might be allow¬ 
ed to observe their Sabbaths, and to act iu all 
things according to the customs of their fore¬ 
fathers, without impediment from any body, the 
praetor hath granted their petition. Accordingly, 
it was decreed by the senate and people, that in 
this affair that concerned the Romans, uo one of 
them should be hindered from keeping the Sab¬ 
bath-day, nor be fined for so doing, but that they 
may be allowed to do all things according to their 
own laws.” 

26. Now there are many such decrees of the 
senate and imperators of the Romans,* and those 
different from these before us, which have been 
made in favor of Hyrcanus, aud of our nation; 
as also, there have been more decrees of the city, 
and rescripts of the praetors, to such epistles as 
concerned our rights and privileges; and certain¬ 
ly such as are not ill disposed to what ive write, 
may believe that they are nil to this purpose, and 
that by the specimens which vve have inserted; 
for since we have produced evident marks that 
may still be seen, of the friendship we have had 
with the Romans, and demonstrated that those 
marks are engraven upon columns and tables of 
brass in the capitol, tnat are still in being, an i 
preserved to this day, we have omitted to set 
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them all down, as needless and disagreeable; for 
I cannot suppose any one so perverse as not to 
believe the friendship we have had with the Ro¬ 
mans, while they have demonstrated the same 
by such a great number of their decrees relating 
to us; nor will they doubt of our fidelity as to the 
rest of those decrees, since we have showed the 
same in those we have produced. And thus have 
we sufficiently explained that confederacy we at 
those times had with the Romans. 

CHAP. XI. 

How Marcus\ succeeded Sextus , when he had been 

slain by Bassus's treachery; and how, after the 

Death, of Ccesar , Cassius came into Syria, and 

distressed Judea; as also, how Malichus slew 

Antipater, and was himself slain by Herod. 

} 1. Now it so fell out that about this very 
time the affairs of Syria were in great disorder, 
and this on the occasion following: Cecilius 
Bassus. one of Pompey’s party, laid a treache¬ 
rous design against Sextus Caesar, and slew him, 
and then took his army and got the manage¬ 
ment of public affairs into his own hand; so 
there arose a great war about Apamia, while 
Caesar’s generals came against him with an army 
of horsemen and footmen: to these Antipater 
also sent succors, and his sons with them, as 
calling to mind the kindnesses they had received 
from Caesar, and on that account he thought 
it but just to require punishment for him, and to 
take vengeance on the man that had murdered 
him. And as the war was drawn out into a 
great length, Marcus came from Rome to take 
Sextus’s government upon him: but Caesar was 
slain by Cassius and Brutus in the senate-house, 
after he had retained the government three 
years and six months. This fact, however, is 
related elsewhere. 

2. As the war that arose upon the death of 
Caesar was now begun, and the principal men 
were all gone, some one way, and some another, 
to raise armies, Cassius came from Rome into 
Syria, in order to receive the [army that lay in 
the] camp at Apamia; and having raised the 
siege, he brought over both Bassus and Marcus 
to his party. He then went over the cities, and 
got together weapons and soldiers, and laid great 
taxes upon those cities; and lie chiefly oppressed 
Judea, and exacted of it seven hundred talents: 
but Antipater, when he saw the state to be in so 
great consternation aud disorder, divided the 
collection of that sum, and appointed his two 
sons to gather it, and so that part of it was to be 
enacted by Malichus, who was ill disposed to 
him, and part by others. And because Herod did 
exact what was required of him from Galilee be¬ 
fore others, he was in the greatest favor with 
Cassius; for he thought it a part of prudence to 
cultivate a friendship with the Romans and to 
gain their good-will at the expense of others; 
whereas the curators of the oilier cilie.-, with 
their citizens, were sold for slaves: and Cassius 
reduced four cities into slavery, the two most 
potent of which were Gophna and Kminaus; and, 
besides these, Lyuda and Thanma. May, Cussiu* 
w’as so very angry at Maliclms, that he hud killed 
him, (for he assaulltd him,) had not Hyrc..nus 
by the means of AntipaUr, suit 1 im a hundred 
talents of his own, aud therein pacified his anger 
against him. 

J. But after Cassius was gone out of Judea, 
Malichus laid snorts fur Anti paler, us t\inking 


♦If we compare Josephus’s promise in sect. I, to pro- niatioa to his history, nm! nivc suet* ereui Ii?hc to even 
duce a//the public decrees of the Romans in favor of the Roman antitjuiiicslhcm-elvcs. i’ at I e'ievciliecu- 
the Jews, with his excuse here fur omitting man it of rious nre not a lilt e sorry u* r su li h's omis-io-s. 
them, we may observe, that when he came to Iran- f For Marrus, the president of Syria, sent ns sucre#- 
■cri'e all those decrees he had collected, he found them sor to Sextus Cn*s:>r, ti e Romm* his'orians require ns to 
so numerous that he thought lie should too mu- h tire read Marcus in Josephus, and this perpetually, both in 
his readers if he had attempted it, which he tl ought a these Auiu|iiiiies.aml in the history of the War,os the 
sufficient apology for his omitting the rest of them; yet . learned generally agree, 
do those by him produced afford aucli a strong confir* i 
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that his death would be the preservation of Hyr- 
canus’s jrovernment; but his design was not un¬ 
known to Antipater, which, when he perceived, 
be retired beyond Jordan, and got together an 
army, partly of Arabs, and partly ot his own 
countrymen. However, Malichus, being one of 
great cunning, denied that he had laid any snares 
lor him, and made his defence with an oath, both 
to himself and his sons; and said that while 
Phasaelus had a garrison in Jerusalem, and 
Herod had the weapons of war in his custody, 
be could never have a thought of any such thing. 
So Antipater, perceiving the distress that Mali- 
chus was in, was reconciled to him, and made an 
agreement with him; this wag when Marcus was 
resident of Syria; who yet perceiving that this 
Ialichus wa9 making a disturbance in Judea, 
roceeded so far that he had almost killed him, 
ut still, at the intercession of Antipater, he saved 
him. 

4. However, Antipater little thought that by 
saving Malichus, he had saved his own murder¬ 
er; for now Cassius and Marcus had got toge¬ 
ther an army, nnd intrusted the entire care of it 
to Herod, and made him general of the forces of 
Coelosyria, and gave him a fleet of ships, and an 
army of horsemen and footmen, and promised 
himi that after the war was over, they would 
make him king of Judea, for a war wa9 already 
begun between Antony and the younger Caesar, 
but a9 Malichus wa9 most afraid of Antipater, he 
took him out of the way; and, by the offer of 
money, persuaded the butler of Hyrcanu9, with 
whom they were both to feast, to kill him bv poi¬ 
son. Thi9 heing done, and he having armed men 
with him, settled the affairs of the city. But 
when Antipater’s sons, Herod and Phasaelus, 
were acquainted with this conspiracy against 
their father, and had indignation at it, Malichus 
denied all, and utterly renounced any knowledge 
of the murder. And thus died Antipater, a man 
that had distinguished himself for piety and jus¬ 
tice, and love to his country. And whereas one 
of his sons, Herod, resolved immediately to re¬ 
venge their father’s death, and was coming upon 
Malichus with an army for that purpose, the 
elder of his sons, Phasaelus, thought it best ra¬ 
ther to get this man into their hands hy policy, 
lest they should appear to begin a civil war in 
the country; so he accepted of Malichus’s de¬ 
fence for himself, and pretended to believe him 
that he had no hand in the violent death of Anti- 

ater, his father, but erected a fine monument for 
im. Herod also w'ent to Samaria, and when he 
found them in great distress, he revived their 
spirits, and composed their differences. 

5. However, a little after this, Herod, upon the 
approach of a festival, came with his soldiers into 
the city; whereupon Malichus was affrighted, 
and persuaded Hyrcanus not to permit him to 
come into the city. Hyrcanus complied; and, 
for a pretence of excluding him, alleged, that a 
rout of strangers ought not to be admitted, when 
the multitude were purifying themselves. But 
Herod had little regard to the messengers, that 
were sent to him, and entered the city in the 
night-time, and affrighted Malichus; yet did he 
remit nothing of his former dissimulation, but 
wept for Antipater, and bewailed him as a friend 
of nis, with a loud voice; but Herod and his 
friends thought it proper, not openly to contra¬ 
dict Malichus's hypocrisy, but to give him tokens 
of mutual friendship, in order to prevent his sus¬ 
picion of them. 

6. However, Herod sent to Cassius, and in¬ 
formed him of the murder of his father; who 

• In this and the following chapters, the reader will 
easily remark how truly C.ronovius oWrves, in his 
noieson the Roman decrees In favor of ihe Jews, that 
their rights and privileges were commonly purchased 
nf the Romans with money. Many examples of this 
i*ort, both as to the Romans and others in authority, 
occur in our Josephus, both now and hereafter, 


knowing what sort of man Malichus was as to 
his morals, sent him back word, that he should 
revenge his father’s death; and also 9 e»t pri¬ 
vately, to the commanders of his army at Tyre 
with orders to assist Herod in the execution of a 
very just design of his. Now when Cassius had 
taken Laodicea, thev all went together to him, 
and carried him garlands and money; and Herod 
thought that Malichus might be punished while 
he was there; but he was somewhat apprehen¬ 
sive of the thing, and designed to make some 
great attempt, and because his son was then a 
hostage at Tyre, he went to that city, and re¬ 
solved to steal him away privately, and to march 
thence into Judea; and as Cassius was in haste 
to march against Antony, he thought to bring 
the country to revolt, and to procure the govern¬ 
ment for himself. But Providence opposed his 
counsels; and Herod being a shrewd man, and 
perceiving what his intention was, he sent thi¬ 
ther beforehand a servant, in appearance indeed 
to get a supper ready, for he had said before, 
that he would feast them all there, but in reality 
to the commanders of the army, whom he per¬ 
suaded to go out against Malichus with their 
daggers. So they went out and met the man 
near the city, upon the seashore, and there stab¬ 
bed him. Whereupon Hyrcanus was so astoniah- 
ed at what had happened, that his speech failed 
him; and when, after some difficulty, he had re¬ 
covered himself, he asked Herod, what the mat¬ 
ter could be, and who it wa9 that slew Malichu9’J 
and when he said that it was done by the com¬ 
mand of Cassius, he commended the action; for 
that Malichus was a very wicked man, and one 
that conspired against his own country. And this 
was the punishment that \va9 inflicted on Mali¬ 
chus for what he w ickedly did to Antipater. 

7. But when Cassius was marched out of Sy¬ 
ria, disturbances arose in Judea: for Felix, who 
was left at Jerusalem with an army, made a sud 
den attempt against Phasaelus, and the peoplo 
themselves rose in arms; but Herod went to Fa- 
bius the pnefect of Damascus, and was desired 
to run to his brother’s assi.-tance, but was hinder¬ 
ed by a distemper that seized upon him, till Pirn* 
saelus by himself had been too hard for Felix, 
and had shut him up in the tower, and there, ou 
certain conditions, dismissed him. Phasaelus 
also complained of Hyrcanus, that although he 
had received a great many benefits from them, 
et did he support their enemies; for Malichuu's 
rother made many places to revolt, and kept 
garrisons in them, and particularly Massada, the 
strongest fortress of them all. In the mean timo 
Heroa was recovered of his disease, and came 
and took from Felix all the places he had gotten: 
and, upon certain conditions, dismissed him also. 

CHAP. XII. 

Herod, ejects Antigonus , the Son of A ristobulus 
out of Judea, anti gains the Friendship of A /»- 
tony , who was now come into Syria, by sending 
him much Money; on which Account he would 
not admit of those that would have accused 
Herod: and what it was that Antony wrote to 
the 'l^yrians in behalf of the Jews . 

{ 1. Now Ptolemy, the son of Menneus 
brought back into Judea Antigonns, the son of 
Aristohului, who had already raised an army, 
and had, by money,* made Fabius to be his 
friend, nnd this because he was of kin to him 
Marion also gave him assistance. He had been 
left by Cassius to tyrannize over Tyre, for this 
Cassius was a man that seized on Syria, and then 

and need not to he taken particular notire of on the y 
veral occasions In these notes. Accordingly the chief 
captain confesses to St. Paul, that with a great sum As 
had obtained his freedom, Actsxxii. 28,nsnad SU Paul's 
ancestors, very probably, purchased the like freedom 
for their family by money, as the same author Justly 
concludes alBO. 
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kept it under in the way of a tyrant. Marion 
also marched into Galilee, which lay in his neigh¬ 
borhood, and took three of his fortresses, and 
put garrisons into them to keep them. But 
when Herod came, he took all from him; but the 
Tyrian garrison he dismissed in a very civil man¬ 
ner; nay, to some of the soldiers he made pre¬ 
sents, out of the good-will he bare to that city. 
When he had despatched these affairs, and was 
gone to meet Antigonus, he joined battle with 
him, and beat him, and drove him out of Judea 
presently, when he was just come into its bor¬ 
ders. But when he was come to Jerusalem, 
Hyrcanus and the people put garlands about his 
head; for he had already contracted an affinity 
with the family of Hyrcanus by having espoused 
a descendant of his, and for that reason Herod 
took the greater care of him, as being to marry 
the daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristobu- 
lus, and the grand-daughter of Hyrcanus, by 
which wife he became the father of three male 
and two female children. He had also married 
before this another wife, out of a lower family of 
his own nation, whose name was Doris, by whom 
he had his eldest son Antipater. 

2. Now Antonius and Caesar had beaten Cas¬ 
sius near Philippi, as others have related; but 
after the victory, Caesar went into Gaul [Italy,] 
and Antony marched for Asia, who, wiien he 
was arrived at Bithynia, had ambassadors that 
uiet him from all parts. The principal men also 
of the Jews came thither, to accuse Phasaelus 
and Herod, and they said, that Hyrcanus had in¬ 
deed the appearance of reigning, but that these 
men had all the power; but Antony paid great 
respect to Herod, who was come to him to make 
Kis defence against his accusers, on which ac¬ 
count his adversaries could not so much as obtain 
a healing; which favor Herod had gained of 
Antony by money. But still, when Antony was 
come to Ephesus, Hyrcanus the high priest, and 
our nation, sent an embassage to him, who car¬ 
ried a crown of gold with them, and desired that 
he would write to the governors of the provinces, 
to set those Jews free who had been carried cap¬ 
tive by Cassius, and this without their having 
fought against him, and to restore them that 
country, which, in the days of Cassius, had been 
taken from them. Antony thought the Jews’ 
desires were just, and wrote immediately to 
Hyrcanus, and to the Jews. He also sent, at the 
same time, a decree to the Tyrians; the contents 
of which were to the same purpose. 

3. '‘Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hyrcanus 
the high priest and ethnarch of the Jews, send- 
eth greeting: If you be in health, it is well; I 
also am in health, with the army. Lysimachus, 
the son of Pausauius, and Josephus, the son of 
Menneus, and Alexander, the soil of Theodorus, 
your ambassadors, met me at Ephesus, and have 
renewed that embassage which they had for¬ 
merly been upon at Rome; and have diligently 
acquitted themselves of the present embassage, 
which thou and thy nation have intrusted to 
them; and have fully declared the good-will thou 
hast for us. I am therefore satisfied, both by 
your actions and your words, that you are well 
disposed to us: and I understand that your con¬ 
duct of life is constant and religious; sol reckon 
upon you as our own; but when those that were 
adversaries to you, and to the Roman people, 
abstained neither from cities nor temples, and did 
not observe the agreement they had confirmed 
by oath, it was not only on account of our con¬ 
test with them, but on account of all mankind in 
common, that we have taken vengeance on those 
who have been the authors of great injustice 
towards men, and of great wickedness towards 
the gods; for the sake of which we suppose it 

* Tills clause plainly alludes to H at well-known but un¬ 
usual and very long darkness of the sun, which happen¬ 
ed upon the murder of Julius Ctesarby Brutus and Cas- 
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was that the sun turned away his light from 
us,* as unwilling to view the horrid crime they 
were guilty of in the case of Caesar. We have 
also overcome their conspiracies, which threat¬ 
ened the gods themselves, which Macedonia re¬ 
ceived, as it is a climate peculiarly proper for 
impious and insolent attempts: and we have 
overcome that confused rout of men, half mad 
with spite against us, which they got together at 
Philippi, in xVIacedonia, when they seized on the 
places that were proper for their purpose, and, 
as it were, walled them round with mountains to 
the very sea, and where the passage was open 
only through a single gate. This victory we 
gained, because the gods had Condemned these 
men for their w icked enterprises. Now Brutus, 
when he had fled as far as Philippi, was shut up 
by us, and became a partaker of the same perdi- 
tion with Cassius; and now these have received 
their punishment, we suppose that we may en¬ 
joy peace for the time to come, and that Asia 
may be at rest from war. We, therefore, make 
that peace which God hath given us common to 
our confederates also; insomuch that the body 
of Asia is now recovered out of that distemper 
it was under by the means of our victory. I 
therefore, bearing in mind both thee and your 
nation, shall take care of what may be for 
your advantage. I have also sent epistles in 
writing to the several cities, that if any persons, 
whether freemen or bondmen, have been sold 
under the spear by Caius Cassius, or his subordi¬ 
nate officers, they may be set free. And I will 
that you kindly make use of the favors which I 
and Dolabella have granted you. I also forbid 
the Tyrians to use any violence with you; and 
for what places of the Jews they now possess, I 
order them to restore them. I have withal ac¬ 
cepted of the crown which thou sentest me.” 

4. “MsrC’Ja AntC”itiS jmneratnr. to the ma¬ 
gistrates, senate, and people of Tyre, sendeth 
greeting: The ambassadors of Hyrcanus the 
high priest and ethnarch [of the Jews] appeared 
before me at Ephesus, and told me, that you are 
in possession of part of their country, w hich you 
entered upon under the government of our ad¬ 
versaries. Since, therefore, we have undertakeu 
a war for the obtaining the government, and have 
taken care to do what was agreeable to piety and 
justice, and have brought to punishment those 
that had neither any remembrance of the kind¬ 
nesses they had received, nor have kept their 
oaths, I will that you be at peace with those that 
are our confederates; as also, that what you 
have taken by the means of our adversaries shall 
not be reckoned your own, but be returned to 
those from wffiorn you took them; for none of 
them took their provinces or their armies by the 
gift of the senate, but they seized them by force, 
and bestowed them by violence upon such as be¬ 
came useful to them in their unjust proceedings. 
Since, therefore, those men have received the 
punishment due to them, we desire that our con¬ 
federates may retain whatsoever it was that they 
formerly possessed without disturbance, and that 
you restore all the places which belong to Hyrca¬ 
nus the ethnarch of the Jews, which you have 
had, though it were but one day before Caius 
Cassius began an unjustifiable war against us, 
and entered into our provinces; nor do you use 
any force against him, in order to weaken him, 
that he may not be able to dispose of tlmt which 
is his own, but if you have am contest will) him 
about your respective rights, it shall be lawful 
for you to plead your cause when we come upon 
the places concerned, for w r e shall alike preserve 
the rights, and hear all the causes of our confe¬ 
derates.” 

5. “Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the ma- 
sius; which is taken great notice of by Yircil. Pliny, and 
other Roman authors. See Virgil’s Ceorgirs, Book i. 
just before the end; and Pliny’s Nat. Hist. b. ii. ch. xu. 
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gistratrs, smote, and people of Tyre, sendeth 
greeting: I have sent you my decree, of which 
I will that ye take care that it be engraven on 
the public tables, in Roman and Greek letters, 
and that it stand engraven in the most illustrious 
places, that it may be read by all.” I\larcu9 An¬ 
tonins, imperator, one of the triumvirate over 
the public afi'airs, made this declaration: “Since 
Caius Cassius, in this revolt he hath made, hath 
lillaged that province which belonged not to 
lim, and was held by garrisons there encamped, 
while they were our confederates, and hath 
spoiled that nation of the Jews that was in friend- 
snip with the Roman people, as in war; aod since 
we have overcome his madness by arms, we now 
correct by our decrees and judicial determina¬ 
tions what he hath laid waste, that those things 
juay be restored to our confederates. And as for 
what hath been sold ot the Jewish possessions, 
whether they be bodies or possessions, let them 
be released, the bodies into that state of free¬ 
dom they were originally in, and the possessions 
to their former owners. I also will, that he who 
shall not comply with this decree of mine, shall 
be punished lor his disobedience; and if such a 
one be caught, I will take care that the offender 
suffer condign punishment.” 

6. The same thing did Antony write to the 
Sidonians, and the Antiochians, and the Ara¬ 
bians. We have produced these decrees, there¬ 
fore, as marks for futurity of the truth of what 
we have said, that the Romans had a great con¬ 
cern about our nation. 

CHAP. XIII. 

How Antony made Herod and Phasaelus Te- 
trachs after they had been accused to no pur¬ 
pose; and how the Parthians , when they brought 
Antigonus into Judea, took Hyrcanus and Pha¬ 
saelus czpiivc:. Herod's flight; and what 
Afflictions Hyrcanus and Phasaelus endured. 

J 1. When, after this, Antony came into Syria, 
Cleopatra met him in Cilicia, and brought him 
to fall in love with her. And there came now 
also a hundred of the most potent of the Jews 
to accuse Herod and those about him, and set 
the men of the greatest eloquence among them 
to speak. But I\Ies9ala contradicted them, on 
behalf of the young men, and all this iu the 
presence of Hyrcanus, who was Herod's father- 
in-law already.* When Antony had heard both 
sides at Daphne, he asked Hyrcanus who they 
were that governed the nation best? he replied, 
Herod and his friends. Hereupon Antony, by 
reason of the old hospitahle friendship he had 
made with his father ^Antipater,] at that time 
when lie was with Gabinius, he made both Ilerod 
and Phasaelus tetrarchs, and committed the pub¬ 
lic affairs of the Jews to them, and wrote letters 
to that purpose. lie aho bound fifteen of their 
adversaries, and was going to kill them, but that 
Herod obtained their pardon. 

2. Vet did not these men continue quiet when 
they were come back, but a thousand of the 
Jews came to Tyre to meet him there, whither 
(he report was that he would come. But Antony 
was corrupted by the money which Herod and 
his brother had given him, and so he gave order 
to the governor of the place to punish the Jewish 
ambassadors, who were for making innovations, 
and to settle the government upon Herod; but 
Herod went out hastily to them, and Hyrcanus 
was with him (for they stood upon the shore 
before the city.) and lie charged them to go their 
ways, because great mischief would befall them 
if they went on with their accusation. But they 
did not acquiesce; whereupon the Romans ran 
upon them with their daggers, and slew some, 
* We may here lake noilrc, that espousals alone 
were of old esteemed a sufficient foundation for affinity, 
Hyrcanus being here called father-in law to Herod, bc- 
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and wounded more of them, and the rest fled 
away and went home, and lay still in great con¬ 
sternation: and when the people made a clamor 
against Herod, Antony w'as so provoked at it 
that he slew' the prisoners. 

3. Now, in the second year, Pacorus, the king 
of Parlhia’s son, and Barzapharnes, a com¬ 
mander of the Parthians, possessed themselves 
of Syria. Ptolemy, the son of Menneus,also was 
now dead, and Lysaniaa his son took his govern¬ 
ment, and made a league of friendship with Anti¬ 
gonus, the son of Aristobulus; and in order to 
obtain it, made use of that commander, who had 
a great interest in him. Now Antigonus had 

f iromised to give the Parthians a thousand ta- 
eots, and five hundred women, upon condition 
they would take the government away from 
Hyrcanus, and bestow it upon him, nnd withal 
kill Herod. And although nedid Dot give them 
what he had promised, vet did the Parthians 
make an expedition into Judea on that account, 
and carried Antigonus with them. Pacorus went 
along the maritime parts, but the commander 
Barzapharnes through the midland. Now the 
Tyrians excluded Pacorus, but the Sidonian9, 
and those of Ptolemais, received him. However, 
Pacorus sent a troop of horsemen into Judea, t* 
take a view of the state of the country, and to 
assist Antigonus; and sent also the king's butler, 
of the same name with himself. So when the 
Jews that dwelt about mount Carmel came to 
Antigonus, and were ready to march with him 
into Judea, Antigonus hoped to get some part of 
the couatry by their assistance. The place is 
called Drymi; and when some others came and 
met them, the men privately fell upon Jeru¬ 
salem; and when some more were come to them 
they got together in great numbers, and came 
against the king’s palace and besieged it. But 
as Phasaelus’s aod Herod’s party came to the 
other’s assistance, and a battle happened be¬ 
tween them in the market-place, the young men 
beat their enemies, and pursued them into the 
temple, and sent some armed men into the ad¬ 
joining houses to keep them in, who yet being 
destitute of such as snould support them, were 
burnt, and the houses with them, by the people 
who rose up against them. But Herod was re¬ 
venged on these seditious adversaries of his a 
little afterward for this injury they hnd offered 
him, when he fought with them, and 9lewa great 
number of them. 

4. But while there were daily skirmishes, the 
enemy waited for the coming of the multitude 
out ol the country to Pentecost, a feast of ours 
so called: and when that day was come, many 
ten thousands of the people were gathered to¬ 
gether about the temple, some in armor, and 
some without. Now those that came, guarded 
both the temple and the city, excepting what be¬ 
longed to tile palace, which Herod guarded with 
a few of his soldiers: and Phasaelus had the 
charge of the wall, while Herod, with a body of 
his men, sallied out upon the enemy, who lay in 
the suburbs, and fought courageously, and put 
many ten thousands to flight, some flying into 
the city, and some into the temple, and some into 
the outer fortifications, for some such fortifi¬ 
cations there were in that place. Phasaeluo 
came also to his assistance; yet was Pacorus, tho 
general of the Parthians, at the desire of Anti¬ 
gonus, admitted into the city, with a few of his 
horsemen, under pretence indeed as if he would 
still the sedition, but in reality to assist Anti- 

f onus in obtaining the government. And when 
'hasaclus met him, and received him kindly, 
Pacorus persuaded him to go himself as ambas¬ 
sador to Barzapharnes, which was done fraudu¬ 
lently. Accordingly. Phasaelus, suspecting no 
rau9C Ida granddaughter Marianinc waa betrothed to 
him, although the marriage was not completed till 
four years afterward. Bee Matt. i. tC. 
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harm, complied with his proposal, while Herod 
did not give his consent to what was done, be¬ 
cause of the perfidiousness of these barbarians, 
but desired Phasaelus rather to fight those that 
were come into the city. 

5. So both Hyrcanus and Phasaelus went on 
the embassage; but Pacorus left with Herod two 
hundred horsemen, and ten men, who were call¬ 
ed The Freemen; and conducted the others 
on their journey; and when they were in Gali¬ 
lee, the governors of the cities there met them 
m their arms. Barzapharnes also received them 
at the first with cheerfulness, and made them 
presents, though he afterward conspired against 
them; and Phasaelus, with his horsemen, were 
conducted to the seaside: but when they heard 
ihat Antigonus had promised to give the Parthi- 
ans a thousand talents, and five hundred women, 
to assist him against them, they soon had a sus¬ 
picion of the barbarians. Moreover, there was 
one who informed them that snares were laid for 
them by night, while a guard came secretly, and 
they had then been seized upon, had they not 
waited for the seizure of Herod by the Parthians 
that were about Jerusalem, lest upon the slaugh¬ 
ter of Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, he should have 
an intimation of it, and escape out of their hands. 
And these were the circumstances they w r ere 
now in, and they saw w ho they were that guard¬ 
ed them. Some persons indeed would have.per¬ 
suaded Phasaelus to fly away immediately on 
horseback, and not stay any longer; and there 
was one Ophellius, who, above all the rest, was 
earnest with him to do so, for he had heard of 
this treachery from Saramalla, the richest of all 
the Syrians at that time, who also promised to 
provide him ships to carry him off; for the sea 
was just by them: but he had no mind to desert 
Hyrcanus, nor bring his brother into danger; 
but he tvent to Barzapharnes, and told him he 
did not act justly when he made such a contri¬ 
vance against them, for that if he wanted money, 
he would give him more than Antigonus; and be¬ 
sides, that it was a horrible thing to slay those 
that came to him uponthe security of their oaths, 
and that when they had done them no injury. 
But the barbarian sw’ore to him that there w r as 
no truth in any of his suspicions, but that he was 
troubled with nothing but false proposals, and 
then went away to Pacorus. 

6. But as soon as he was gone away, some men 
came and bound Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, while 
Phasaelus greatly reproached the Parthians for 
their peijury. However, that butler who was 
sent against Herod, had it in command to get 
him without the walls of the city, and seize upon 
him; but messengers had been sent by Phasaelus 
to inform Herod of the perfidiousness of the 
Parthians: and when he knew that the enemy 
had seized upon him, he went to Pacorus, and to 
the most potent of the Parthians, as to the lords 
of the rest, who, although they knew the whole 
matter, dissembled with him in a deceitful way; 
and said “that he ought to go out with them be¬ 
fore the walls, and meet those who were bring¬ 
ing him his letters, for that they were not taken 
by his adversaries, but were coming to give him 
an account of the good success Phasaelus had 
had.” Herod did not give credit to what they 
said; for he had heard that his brother was seiz¬ 
ed upon by others also: and the daughter of 
Hyrcanus, whose daughter he had espoused, was 
his monitor also [not to credit them,] which made 
him still more suspicious of the Parthians, for 
although other people did not give heed to her, 
yet did he believe her ns a woman of very great 
wisdom. 

7. Now while the Parthians were in consulta¬ 
tion what was fit to be done; for they did not 
think it proper to make an open attempt upon a 
person of his character; and while they put off 
the determination until the next day, Herod was 
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under great disturbance of mind; aud rather in¬ 
clining to believe the reports he had heard about 
his brother .md the Parthians, than to give heed 
to what was said on the other side, he determined 
that when the evening came on, he would make 
use of it for his flight, and not make any longer 
delay, as if the dangers from the enemy were not 
yet certain. He therefore removed with the 
armed men whom he had with him; and set his 
wives upon the beasts, as also his mother and 
sister, and her whom he was about to marry, 
[Mariamne] the daughter of Alexander, the son 
of Aristobulus, with her mother, the daughter of 
Hyrcanus, and his youngest brother,and all their 
servants, and the rest of the multitude that was 
with him, and without the enemies’ privity, pur¬ 
sued his way to Idumea: nor could any enemy of 
his, who then saw him in this case, be so hard¬ 
hearted, but would have commiserated his for¬ 
tune, while the women drew along their infant 
children, and left their own country, and their 
friends in prison, with tears in their eyes, aod 
sad lamentations, and in expectation of* nothing 
hut what was of a melancholy nature. 

8. But for Herod himself, he raised his mind 
above the miserable state he was in, and was of 
good courage in the midst of his misfortunes; 
and as he passed along, he bade every one to be 
of good cheer, and not to give themselves up to 
sorrow, because that would liinder them in their 
flight, which was now the only hope of safety 
that they had. Accordingly, they tried to bear 
with patience the calamity they were under, as 
he exhorted them to do; yet was he once almost 
going to kill himself, upon the overthrow of a 
wagon, and the danger his mother was then in 
of being killed, and this on two accounts, because 
of his great concern for her, and because he wa9 
afraid, lest by this delay, the enemy should 
overtake him in the pursuit; but as he was draw¬ 
ing bis sword, and going to kill himself there¬ 
with, those that were present restrained him, and 
being so many in number, were too hard for him: 
and told him, that he ought not to desert them, 
and leave them a prey to their enemies, for that 
it was not the part of a brave man to free him¬ 
self from the distresses he was in, and to over¬ 
look his friends that were in the same distresses 
also. So he was compelled to let that horrid 
attempt alone, partly out of shame at what they 
said to him, ana partly out of regard to the great 
number of those that would not permit him to do 
what he intended. So he encouraged his mother, 
and took all the care of her the time would allow, 
and proceeded on the w ay he proposed to go w ith 
the utmost haste, and that was to the fortress of 
Massada. And as he had many skirmishes with 
such of the Parthians as attacked him, and pur¬ 
sued him, he was conqueror in them all. 

9. Nor indeed was he free from the Jews all 
along as he was in his flight; for by the time lie 
had gotten sixty furlongs out of the city, and was 
upon the road, they fell upon him, and fought 
hand to hand witli him, whom he also put to 
flight, and overcame, not like one that was in 
distress and in necessity, but like one that was 
excellently prepared for war, and had what he 
wanted in great plenty. And in this very place 
where he overcame the Jews it was that he some 
time afterward built a most excellent palace, and 
a city round about it, and called it Herodium. 
And when he was come to Idumea, at a place 
called Thressa, his brother Joseph met him. and 
he then held a council to take advice about all his 
affairs, and w hat was fit to be done in his circum¬ 
stances, since he had a great multitude that fol¬ 
lowed him, besides his mercenary soldiers, and 
the place Massada. whither he promised to fly, 
w r as too small to contain so great a multitude; so 
he sent way the greater part of his company, 
being above nine thousand, and bade them go 
some one w r ay, and some another, and to save 
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themselves in Idumea, and gave them what would 
buy them provisions on their journey; but he 
took with him those that were the least encum¬ 
bered, and were most intimate with him, and 
came to the fortress, and placed there his wives 
and his followers, being eight hundred in num¬ 
ber, there being in the place a sufficient quanti¬ 
ty of corn and water, and other necessaries, and 
went directly for Petra, in Arabia. Put when 
it was day, the Parthians plundered all Jerusa¬ 
lem, and the palace, and abstained from nothing 
but Ilyrcanus’s money, which was three hun¬ 
dred talents. A great deal of Herod’s money 
escaped, and principally all that the man had 
been so provident as to send into Idumea before¬ 
hand: nor indeed did what was in the city suffice 
the Parthians, but they went out into the coun¬ 
try, and plundered it, and demolished the city of 
IVfarissa. 

10. And thus was Antigonus brought back into 
Judea by the king of the Paithians, and received 
Hyrcnnus and Pliasaelus for his prisoners; but 
he was greatly cast down because the women 
had escaped, whom he intended to have given 
the enemy, as having promised they should have 
them, with the money, for their reward; but 
being afraid that llyrcanus, who was under the 
uard of the Parthians, might have his king- 
om restored to him by the multitude, he cut off 
his ears, and thereby took care that the high 
priesthood should never come to him any more, 
because he was maimed, while the law required 
that this dignity should belong to none but such 
as had all their members entire.* But now one 
cannot but here admire the fortitude of Phasae- 
lus, who, perceiving that he was to be put to 
death, did not think death any terrible thing at 
all; but to die thus by the means of his enemy, 
this he thought a most pitiable and dishonor¬ 
able thing, and therefore, since he had not his 
hands at liberty, for tbe bonds he was in pre¬ 
vented him from killing himself thereby, he dash¬ 
ed his head against a great stone, and thereby 
took away his own life, which he thought to be 
the best thing he could do in such a distress as 
he was 'id, and thereby put it out of the power of 
the enemy to bring him to any death he pleased. 
It is also reported, that when he had made a 
great wound in his head, Antigonus sent physi¬ 
cians to cure it, and by ordering them to infuse 
joisou into the wound, killed him. However, 
’hasaelus hearing, before he was quite dead, by 
a certain woman, that his brother Herod had 
escaped the enemy, underwent his death cheer¬ 
fully, since he now left behind him one who 
would revenge his death, and who was able to 
inflict punishment on his enemies. 

CHAP. XIV. 

How Herod got away from the King of Arabia , 

and made Haste to go into Kgypt y and thrnce 

went away in Haste also to Rome; and how f by 

promising a great deal of Money to Antony , he 

obtained of the Senate and of Casar to be made 

King of the Jews . 

\ 1. As for Herod, the great miseries he was 
in did not discourage him, but made him sharp 
is discovering surprising undertakings; for he 
went to Malchus, king of Arabia, whom he had 
formerly been very kind to, in order to receive 
somewhat by way of requital, now he was in 
more than ordinary want of it, and desired he 
would let him have some money, either by way 
of loan, or as his free gift, on account of the 
many benefits he had received from him; for not 
snowing what was become of his brother, he 
was in haste to redeem him out of the hand of 

* This law of Moses, that the priests were to he wit A- 
•*t blemish, as to all the parts of their bodies, is In Lev. 
xiL 17—24. 

t Concerning the chronology oflferod, and the time 
when he was first made king at Rome, aad concerning 
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his enemies, as willing to give three hundred 
talents for the price of his redemption. He also 
took with him the son of Phasaelus, who was a 
child of but seven years of age, for this very rea¬ 
son, that he might he a hostage for the repay¬ 
ment of the money; but there came messeogera 
from Malchus to meet him, by whom he was 
desired to be gone, for that the Parthians had 
laid a charge upon him not to entertain Herod. 
This was only a pretence which he made use of 
that he might not be obliged to repay him what 
he owed him; and this he was farther induced 
to by the principal men among the Arabians, 
that they might cheat him of what sums they 
had received from [his father] Antipater, and 
which he had committed to their fidelity. He 
made answer, that he did not intend to be trou¬ 
blesome to them by his coming thither, but that 
he desired only to discourse with them about 
certain affairs that were to him of the greatest 
importance. 

2. Hereupon he resolved to go away, and did 
go very prudently tbe road to Egypt; and then 
it was that he lodged in a certain temple, for he 
had left a great many of his followers there. On 
the next day he came to Rhinocolura, and there 
it was that he heard what had befallen his bro¬ 
ther. Though Malchus soon repented of what 
he had done, and came running after Herod, but 
with no manner of success, for he was gotten a 
verv great way off, and made haste into the road 
to Pelusium; and when tbe stationary ships that 
lay there hindered him from sailing to Alexan¬ 
dria, he went to their captains, by whose assist¬ 
ance, and that out of much reverence of, and 
great regard to him, he was conducted into the 
city [Alexandria,] and was retained there by 
Cleopatra; yet was she not able to prevail with 
him to stay there, because he was making haste 
to Rome, even though the weather was stormy, 
and he was informed that the affairs Df Italy 
were very tumultuous and in great disorder. 

3. So he set sail from thence to Pamphylia, 
and, falling into a violent storm, he had much 
ado to escape to Rhodes, with the loss of the 
ship’s burden; and there it was that two of his 
friends, Sappinas and Ptolemeus, met with him; 
and as he found that city very much damaged in 
the war against Cassius, though he were in ne¬ 
cessity himself, he neglected not to do it a kind¬ 
ness, but did what he could to recover it to its 
former state, lie also built there a three-decked 
ship, and set sail thence, with his friends, for 
Italy, and came to the port of Brundusium; and 
when he was come from thence to Rome, he first 
related to Anthony what had befallen him in Ju¬ 
dea, and how Phasaelus, his brother, was seized 
on by the Parthians, and put to death by them; 
and how llyrcanus was detained captive by 
them, and how they made Antigonus king, who 
had promised them a sum of money, no less than 
a thousand talents, with five hundred women, 
who were to be. of the principal families, and of 
the Jewish stock, and that he had carried off the 
women by night, and that by undergoing a great 
many hardships, he had escaped the hands ot 
his enemies; as also, that his own relations were 
in danger of being besieged and taken, and that 
he had sailed through a storm, and contemned 
all these terrible dangers, in order to come ai 
soon as possible to him, who was his hope and 
only succor at this time. 

4. This account made Antony commiserate 
the change that had happened in llerod’s condi¬ 
tion and reasoning with himself that this was 
a common case among those that are placed in 
such great dignities, and that they are liable to 
the mutations that come from fortune, he was 

the time when he begnn his second reign, without a 
rival, upon the conquest and slaughter of Antigonus, 
both principally derived from this and the two next 
chapters in Josephus, sec tbe note on sect. 6, and chap, 
xv. scot. 10. 
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very ready to give him the assistance he desired, 
anti this because he called to mind the friendship 
he had had with Antipater, because Herod offered 
him money to make him king, as he had for¬ 
merly given it him to make him tetrarch, and 
chiefly because of his hatred to Antigonus, for 
he took him to be a seditious person, and an ene¬ 
my to the Romans. Ciesar was also the for¬ 
warder to raise Herod’s dignity, and to give him 
his assistance in what lie desired, on account of 
the toils of war which he had himself undergone 
with Antipater his father in Egypt, and ol the 
hospitality he had treated him withal, and the 
kindness he had always showed him, as also to 
gratify Antony, who was very zealous for Herod. 
So a senate was convocated; and Messala, first, 
an« then Atratinus, introduced Herod into it, 
and enlarged upon the benefits they had receiv¬ 
ed from his hither, and put them in mind of the 
good-will he had borne to the Romans. At the same 
time they accused Antigonus, and declared him 
an enemy, not only because of his former oppo¬ 
sition to them, but that he had now overlooked 
the Romans, and taken the government from the 
Pnrthians. Upon this the senate was irritated: 
and Antony informed them further, that it was for 
their advantage in the Parthian war that Herod 
should he king. This seemed good to all the 
senators; and sq they made a decree accordingly. 

5. And this was the principal instance of An¬ 
tony’s affection for Herod, that he not only pro¬ 
cured him a kingdom which he did not expect, 
(for he did not come with an intention to ask the 
kingdom for himself, which he did not suppose 
the Romans would grant him, who used to be¬ 
stow it on some of the royal family, but intended 
to desire it for his wife’s "brother, who was grand¬ 
son by his father to Aristobulus, and to Hyrca- 
nus by his mother,) but that he procured it for 
him so suddenly that he obtained what he did not 
expect, and departed out of Italy in so few days 
as seven in all. This young man [the grandson] 
Herod afterward took care to have slain, as we 
ehall show in its proper place. But when the 
senate was dissolved, Antony and Caesar went 
out of the senate-house, with Herod between 
them, and with the consuls and other magistrates 
before them, in order to offer sacrifices, and to 
layup their decrees in the capitol. Antony also 
feasted Herod the first day of his reign. And 
thus did this man receive the kingdom, having 
obtained it on the hundred and eighty-fourth 
Olympiad, when Caius Domitius Calvinus was 
consul the second time, and Caius Asinius Pollio 
[the first time.] 

6. All this while Antigonus besieged those that 
were in Massada, who had plenty of all other 
necessaries, but were only in want of water,* in¬ 
somuch that on this occasion Joseph, Herod’s 
brother, was contriving to run away from it, with 
two hundred of his dependents, to the Arabians; 
for he heard that Malchus repented of the offen¬ 
ces he had been guilty of with regard to Herod: 
but God, by sending rain in the night-time, pre¬ 
vented his going away, for their cisterns were 
thereby filled, and he was under no necessity of 
running away on that account; but they were 
now of good courage, and the more so, because 
the sending that plenty of water which they had 
been in want of, seemed a mark of Divine Pro¬ 
vidence; so they made a sally, and fought hand 
to hand with Antigonus’s soldiers, with some 
openly, with some privately, and destroyed a 
grea*. number of them. At the same time, Ven- 
tidius, the general of the Romans, was sent out 
of Syria, to drive the Pnrthians out of it, nnd 
marched after them into Judea, in pretence in¬ 
deed to succor Joseph, but in reality the whole 
affair was no more than a stratagem, in order to 
get money of Antigonus; so they pitched their 

* This grievous want of water at Massada, till the 
place bad like to have been taken by the Parthians, 
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camp very near to Jerusalem,and stripped Anti¬ 
gonus of a great deal of money, and then he re¬ 
tired himself with the greater part of the army; 
but, that the wickedness he had been guilty of 
might not be found out, he left Silo there, with a 
certain part of his soldiers, with whom also Anti- 
gonns cultivated an acquaintance, that he might 
cause him no disturbance, and was still in hopes 
that the Parthians would come again and defend 
him. 

CHAP. XV. 

How Herod sailed out of Italy to Judea , and 
fought with Antigonus; and what other Things 

happened in Judea about that Time. 

} 1. Br this time Herod had sailed out of Italy 
to Ptolemais, and had gotten together no small 
army, both of strangers and of his own country¬ 
men, and marched through Galilee against Anti- 
gonus. Silo also, and Ventidius, came and as¬ 
sisted him, being persuaded by Delius, who was 
sent by Antony to assist in "bringing back He¬ 
rod. Now, for Ventidius, he was employed in 
composing the disturbances that had been made 
in the cities by the means of the Parthians; and 
for Silo, he was in Judea indeed, but corrupted 
by Antigonus. However, as Herod went along, 
his army increased every day, and all Galilee, 
with some small exception, joined him; but as he 
was marching to those that were at Massada, 
for he was obliged to endeavor to save those 
that were in that fortress, now they were be¬ 
sieged, because they were his relations, Joppa 
was a hindrance to him, for it was necessary 
for him to take that place first, it being a city at 
variance with him, that no strong hold might be 
left in his enemies’ hands behind him, when he 
should go to Jerusalem: and wheu Silo made 
this a pretence for rising up from Jerusalem, 
and was thereupon pursued bv the Jews, Herod 
fell upon them with a small body of men, and 
both put the Jews to flight and saved Silo, when 
he was very poorly able to defend himself; but 
when Herod had taken Joppa, he made haste to 
set free those of his family that were in Massada. 
Now of the people of the country, some joined 
him because of the friendship they had had with 
his father, and some because of the splendid ap¬ 
pearance he made, and others by wav of requital 
for the benefits they had received from both of 
them, but the greatest number came to him in 
hopes of getting somewhat from him afterward, 
if he were once firmly settled in the kingdom. 

2. Herod had now a strong army; and as he 
marched on, Antigonus laid snares and ambushes 
in the passes and places most proper for them, 
but in truth he thereby did little or no damage 
to the enemy: so Herod received those of his 
family out of Massada, and the fortress Ressa, 
and then went on for Jerusalem. The soldiery 
also that was with Silo accompanied him all 
along, as did many of the citizens, being afraid 
of his power; and as soon as he had pitched his 
camp on the west side of the city, the soldiers 
that were set to guard that part shot their ar¬ 
rows, and threw their darts at him; and when 
some sallied out in a crowd, and came to fight 
hand to hand with the first ranks of Herod’s 
army, he gave orders that,they should, in the 
first place, make proclamation about the wall, 
that “he came for the good of the people, and 
for the preservation of the city, and not to bear 
any old grudge at even his most open enemies, 
but ready to forget the offences which his great¬ 
est adversaries had done him.” But Antigonus, 
by way of reply to what Herod had caused to be 
proclaimed, and this before the Romans, and be¬ 
fore Silo also, said, “ That they would not do 
justly, if they gave, the kingdom to Herod, who 
was no more than a private man, and an Idu- 

mentioned both here, and Of the War, b.l. ch.xv, soct. 
1, is an indication that it was now summer lime. 
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mean, i. e. a half Jew;* whereas they ought to 
bestow it on one of the royal family, as their 
custom was; for that in case they at present bare 
an ill-will to him, aod had resolved to deprive 
him of the kingdom, as having received it from 
the Parthians, yet there were many others of his 
family that might by their law take it, and these 
such had noway offended the Romans, and 
being of their sacerdotal family, it would be an 
unworthy thing to put them by.” Now, while 
they said thus one to another, and fell to re¬ 
proaching one another on both sides, Antigonus 
permitted his own men that were upon the wall 
to defend themselves, who using their bows, and 
showing great alacrity against their enemies, 
easily drove them away from the towers. 

3. And now it was that Silo discovered that he 
had taken bribes: for he set a good number of 
his soldiers to complain aloud of the want of pro¬ 
visions they were in, and to require money to 
buy them food, and that it was fit to let them go 
into places proper for winter-quarters, since the 
places near the city were a desert, by reason 
that Antigonus’s soldiers had carried all away; 
so he set the army upon removing, and endea¬ 
vored to march away: but Herod pressed Silo 
not to depart; and exhorted Silo’s captains and 
soldiers not to desert him, when Caesar and 
Antony, and the senate, had sent him thither, for 
that lie would provide them plenty of all the 
things they wanted, and easily procure them a 
great abundance of what they required; after 
which entreaty, he immediately went into the 
country, and left not the least pretence to Silo 
for his departure, for he brought an unexpected 
quantity of provisions, and sent to those friends 
of his who inhabited about Samaria, to bring 
down corn, and wine, and oil, and cattle, and all 
other provisions, to Jericho, that there might be 
no want of a supply for the soldiers for the time 
to come. Antigonus was sensible of this, and 
sent presently over the country such as might 
restrain and lie in ambush for those that w ent out 
for provisions. So these men obeyed the orders 
of Antigonus, and got together a great numberof 
men about Jericho, and sat upon the mountains, 
and watched those that brought the provisions. 
However, Herod was not idle in the mean time, 
for he took ten bands of soldiers, of whom five 
were of the Romans, and five of the Jews, with 
some mercenaries among them, and with some 
few horsemen, and came to Jericho; and as 
they found the city deserted, but that five hun¬ 
dred of them had settled themselves on the tops 
of the hills, with their wives and children, those 
he took and sent away; but the Romans fell 
upon the city and plundered it, and found the 
houses full of all sorts of good things: so the 
king left a garrison at Jericho, and came back 
again, and sent the Roman army to take their 
winter-quarters in the countries that were come 
over to him, Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria. 
And so much did Antigonus gain of Silo for the 
bribes lie gave him, that part of the army should 
be quartered at Evdda, in order to please Antony. 
So the Romans laid their weapons aside, and 
lived in plenty of all things. 

4. Rut Herod was not pleased with lying still, 
but sent out his brother Joseph against Idumea 
with two thousand armed footmen, and four hun¬ 
dred horsemen, while he himself came to Sama¬ 
ria, and left his mother and his other relations 
there, for they were already gone out of Mnssa- 
da, and went 'into Galilee, to take certain places 
which were held by the garrisons of Antigonu«; 
and he passed on to Sepphoris, as God sent 

• This affirmation of Anrt^onua, spoken in the days 
of Herod, and in n mariner to Ills face, Hint he was nn 
Idumcan, i. e. a half Jew, seems to me of inurli ereater 
authority than that pretence of hla favorite and flatte¬ 
rer Nicolaus of Damnsrus, that he derived his pedisree 
from Jews os far backward as the Babylonish captlvi- 


a snow, while Antigonus’s garrisons withdrew 
themselves, and bad great plenty of provisions, 
lie also went thence, and resolved to destroy 
those robbers that dwelt in the caves, and did 
much mischief in the country: so he sent a troop 
of horsemen, and three companies of armed foot¬ 
men, against them. They were verv near to a 
village called Arbela; and on the fortieth day 
after, he came himself with his whole army; and 
as the enemy sallied out boldly upon him, the left 
wing of his army gave way, but he appearing 
with a body of men, put those to flight who were 
already conquerors, and recalled his men that 
ran away. He also pressed upon his enemies, 
and pursued them as far as tne river Jordan, 
though they ran away by different roads. So he 
brought over to him all Galilee, excepting those 
that dwelt in the caves, and distributed money 
to every one of his soldiers, giving them a hun¬ 
dred and fifty drachmae apiece, ana much more 
to their captains, and sent them into winter-quar¬ 
ters: at which time Silo came to him, ana his 
commanders with him, because Antigonus would 
not give them provisions an) longer, for he sup- 
lied them for no more than one month; nay, h* 
ad sent to all the country about, and ordered 
them to carry off the provisions that were there, 
and retire to the mountains, that the Romans 
might have no provisions to live upon, and so 
might perish by famine: but Herod committed 
the care of that matter to Pheroras, his youngest 
brother, and ordered him to repair Alexandnum 
also. Accordingly, he quickly made the soldiers 
abound with great plenty of provisions, and re¬ 
built Alexandrium, which had been before deso¬ 
late. 

5. About this time it was that Antony con¬ 
tinued some time at Athens, and that Ventidius, 
who was now in Syria, sent for Silo, and com¬ 
manded him to assist Herod in the first place, to 
finish the present war, and then to send for their 
confederates, for the war they were themselves 
engaged in; but as for Herod, he went in great 
haste against the robbers that were in the caves, 
and sent Silo away to Ventidius, while he. march¬ 
ed against them. These caves were in moun¬ 
tains, that were exceedingly abrupt, and in their 
middle were no other than precipices, with cer¬ 
tain entrances into the caves, and those caves 
were encompassed with sharp rocks, and in these 
did the robbers lie concealed, with all their fam¬ 
ilies abont them; but the king caused certain 
chests to be made, in order to destroy them, and 
to be hung down, bound about with iron chains, 
by an engine, from the top of the mountain, it 
being not possible to get up to them, by reason 
of the sharp ascent of the mountains, nor to creep 
down to them from above. Now these chests 
were filled with armed men, who had long hooks 
in their hands, by which they might pull out 
such as resisted them, and then tumble them 
down, and kill them by so doing; but the letting 
the chest down proved to be a matter of great 
danger, because of the vast depth they were tc 
be let down, although they had their provisions 
in the chests themselves: but when the chests 
were let down, and not one of those in the mouths 
of the caves durst come near them, but lay still 
out of fear, some of the armed men girt on their 
armor, and by both their hands took hold of the 
chain, by which the. chests were let down, and 
went into the mouths of the caves, because they 
fretted that such delay was made by the robbers 
not daring to come out of the caves; and when 
they were at any of those mouths, they first kill¬ 
ed many of those that were in the mouths with 

ty, ch. i. sect. X Acrordinely Josephus always esteem* 
him an Idumcan , thouph he snys his father Antipatcr 
was of the anme people with the Jews, chap. viii. sect 
I, nndhy birth a Jew, A nliq. h. xx.ch. viii. sert. 7; as in¬ 
deed all such proselytes of juctice as the fdumeans were 
in time esteemed the very same people with the Jew*. 
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their darts and afterward pulled those to them 
that resisted them with their hooks, and tumbled 
them down the precipices, and afterward went 
into the eaves, and killed many more, and then 
went into their chests again, and lay still there; 
but upon this, terror seized the rest, when they 
heard the lamentations that were made, and they 
despaired ot escaping: however, when the night 
came on, that put an end to the whole work; and 
as the kinp; proclaimed pardon by a herald to 
such as delivered themselves up to him, many 
accepted of theolfer. The same method of assault 
was made use of the next day; and they went 
farther, and got out in baskets to fight them, and 
fought them at their doors, and sent fire among 
them, and set their caves on fire, for there was a 
great deal of combustible matter within them. 
Now there was one old man who was caught 
within one of these caves, with seven children 
and a wife; these prayed him to give them leave 
to go out, and yield themselves up to the enemy; 
but he stood at the cave’s mouth, and always slew 
that child of his who went out, till he had de¬ 
stroyed them every one; and after that he slew 
his wife, and cast their dead bodies down the 
precipice, and himself after them; and so under¬ 
went death rather than slavery: but before he 
did this, he greatly reproached Herod with the 
meanness of his family, although he was then 
king. Herod also saw what he was doing, and 
stretched out his hand, and offered him all man¬ 
ner of security for his life. By which means all 
these caves were at length subdued entirely. 

6. And when the king had set Ptolemy over 
these partfc of the country as his general, he went 
to Samaria, with six hundred horsemen, and 
three thousand armed footmen, as intending to 
fight Antigonus. But still this command of the 
army did not succeed well with Ptolemy, but 
those that had been troublesome to Galilee be¬ 
fore, attacked him, and slew him; and when they 
had done this, they lied among the lakes and 
places almost inaccessible, laying waste and 
plundering whatsoever they could come at in 
those places. But Herod sqoa returned, and 
punished them for what they had done; for some 
of these rebels he slew, and others of them, who 
had fled to the strong holds, he besieged, and 
botli slew them, and demolished their strong 
holds: and when he had thus put an end to their 
rebellion, he laid a fine upon tne cities of a hun¬ 
dred talents. 

7. In the mean time Pacorus was fallen in a 
battle, and the Parthians were defeated. When 
Ventidius sent Macherus to the assistance of He¬ 
rod, with two legions and a thousand horsemen, 
while Antony encouraged him to make haste. 
But Macherus, at the instigation of Antigonus, 
without the anprobation of Herod, as being cor¬ 
rupted by money, went about to take a view of 
his affairs: but Antigonus suspecting this inten¬ 
tion of his coming, did not admit him into the 
city, but kept him at a distance, with throwing 
stones at him, and plainly showed what he him¬ 
self meant. But when Macherus was sensible 
that Herod had given him good advice, and that 
he had made a mistake himself in not hearkening 
to that advice, he retired to the city of Emmaus; 
and what Jews he met with he slew them, whe¬ 
ther they were enemies or friends, out of the rage 
he w r as in at what hardships he had undergone. 
The king was provoked at this conduct of his, 
and went to Samaria, and resolved to go to An¬ 
tony about these affairs, ana to inform him that 
he stood in no need of such helpers, who did him 
more mischief than they did his enemies, and that 
he was able of himself to beat Antigonus; but 
Macherus followed him, and desired that he 
would not go to Antony, or, if he was resolved to 
go, that he would join his brother Joseph with 
him, and let them fight against Antigonus. So 
he was reconciled to Macherus, upon his earnest 
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Entreaties. Accordingly he left Joseph there 
with his army, but charged him to run no ha¬ 
zards, nor to quarrel with Macherus. 

8. But for his own part he made haste to An¬ 
tony, (who was then at the siege of Samosata, a 

{ dace upon Euphrates,) with his troops, both 
lorsemen and footmen, to be auxiliaries to him 
and when he came to Antioch, and met there a 
great number of men gotten together, that were 
very desirous to go to Antony, but durst not ven¬ 
ture to go out of fear, because the barbarians fell 
upon men on the road, and slew many, so he en¬ 
couraged them, and became their conductor upon 
the road. Now when they were within two uay» 
march of Samosata, the barbarians had laid an 
ambush there to disturb those that came to An¬ 
tony; and where the woods made the passes 
narrow, as they led to the plains, there they laid 
not a few of their horsemen, who were to lie still 
until those passengers were gone by into the 
wide place. Now as soon as their first ranks 
were gone by, (for Herod brought on the rear,) 
those that lay in ambush, who were about five 
hundred, fell upon them on the sudden, and when 
they had put the foremost to flight, the king 
came riding hard with the forces that were about 
him, and immediately drove back the enemy; by 
which means he made the minds of his own men 
courageous, and emboldened them to go on, inso¬ 
much that those who ran away before, now re¬ 
turned back, and the barbarians were slain on all 
sides. The king also went on killing them, and 
recovered all the baggage; among which were a 
great number of beasts tor burden, and of slaves, 
and proceeded on in his march; and whereas 
there were a very great number of those in the 
woods that attacked them, and were near the 
passage that led into the plain, he made a sally 
upon these also with a strong body of men, and 
put them to flight, and slew many of them, and 
thereby rendered the way safe for those that 
came after; and these called Herod their savior 
and protector. 

9. And when he was near to Samosata, Antony 
sent out his army in all their proper habiliments, 
to meet him, in order to pay Herod this respect, 
and because of the assistance he had given Thim, 
for he had heard what attacks the barbarians 
had made upon him [in Judea.] He also w T as 
very glad to see him there, as having been made 
acquainted with the great actions he had per¬ 
formed upon the road: so he entertained him 
very kindly, and could not but admire his cou¬ 
rage. Antony also embraced him as soon as he 
saw him, and saluted him after a most affec¬ 
tionate manner, and gave him the upper hand, as 
having himself lately made him a king; and in a 
little time Antiochus delivered up the fortress, 
and on that account this war was at an end; 
then Antony committed the rest to Sosius, and 
gave him orders to assist Herod, and went him¬ 
self to Egypt. Accordingly, Sosius sent two le¬ 
gions before into Judea to the assistance of He¬ 
rod, and he followed himself with the body of 
the army. 

10. Now Joseph was already slain in Judea, in 
the manner following: he forgot what charge 
his brother Herod had given him when he went 
to Antony; and when he had pitched his camp 
among the mountains, for Macherus had lent him 
five regiments, with these he w’ent hastily to Je¬ 
richo, in order to reap the corn thereto belonging: 
and as the Homan regiments were but newly 
raised, and were unskilful in war, for they were 
in great part collected out of Syria, he was at¬ 
tacked by the enemy, and caught in those places 
of difficulty, and was himself slain, as he was 
fighting bravely and the whole army was lost; 
for there w T ere six regiments slain. So when 
Antigonus had got possession of the dead bodies, 
he cut oft’ Joseph’s head, although Pheroras his 
brother would have redeemed it at the price of 
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fifty talents. After which defeat, the Galileans re-* 
volted from their commanders,and took those of 
Herod’s party, and drowned them in the lake, and 
a great part of Judea was become seditious; but 
Alacherus fortified the place Gitta [in Samaria.] 

11. At this time messengers came to Herod, 
and informed him of what had been done; and 
when he was come to Daphne by Antioch, they 
told him of the ill fortune that had befallen his 
brother; which yet he expected from certain 
visions that appeared to nim in his dreams, 
which clearly foreshowed his brother’s death. 
So he hastened his march; and when he came 
to mount Libanus, he received about eight hun¬ 
dred of the men of that place, having already 
with him also one Roman legion, and with these 
he came to Ptoleinais. He also marched thence 
by night with his auny, and proceeded along 
Galilee. Here it was tliat the enemy met him, 
and fought him, and were beaten, and shut up in 
the same place of strength whence they had 
sallied out the day before. So he attacked the 
place in the morning, but by reason of a great 
storm that was then very violent, he was able 
to do nothing, but drew off his army into the 
neighboring villages; yet as soon as the other 
legion that Antony sent him was come to his 
assistance, those that were in garrison in the 
place were afraid, and deserted in the night¬ 
time. Then did the king march hastily to Je¬ 
richo, intending to avenge himself on the enemy 
for the slaughter of his brother; and when he 
had pitched his tents, he made a feast for the 
principal commanders, and after this collation 
was over, and he had dismissed his guests, he 
retired to his own chamber; and here one may 
see what kindness God had for the king, for the 
upper part of the house fell down when nobody 
was in it, and so killed none, insomuch that all 
the people believed that Herod was beloved of 
God, since he had escaped such a great and sur¬ 
prising danger. 

12. But the next day six thousand of the enemy 
came down from the tops of the mountains to 
fight the Romans, which greatly terrified them; 
and the soldiers that were in light armor came 
near, and pelted the king’s guards that were 
come out with darts and stones, and one of them 
hit him on the side with a dart. Antigonus also 
sent a commander against Samaria, whose name 
was Pappus, with some forces, being desirous to 
show the enemy how potent he was, and that he 
had men to spare in his war with them: lie sat 
down to oppose Macherus; but Herod, when he 
bad taken five cities, took such as were left in 
them, being about two thousand, and slew them, 
and burnt the cities themselves, and then re¬ 
turned to go against Pappus, who was encamped 
at a village called Isanas; and there ran in to 
him many out of Jericho and Judea, near to 
which places he was, and the enemy fell upon 
his men, so stout were they at this time, and 
joined battle with them, but lie beat them in the 
fight; and in order to be revenged on them for 
the slaughter of his brother, he pursued them 
sharply, and killed them as they ran away: and 
as the houses were full of nrmed men,* ami many 
of them ran as fur as the tops of the houses, he 
got them under his power, and pulled down the 
roofs of the houses, and saw the lower rooms full 
of soldiers that were caught, and lay all on a 
heap: so they threw stones down upon them as 
they lay piled one upon another, and thereby 
killed them: nor was there a more frightful 
spectacle in all the war than this, where beyond 
tiie walls an immense multitude, of dead men lay 
heaped one upon another. This action it was 
which chiefly broke the spirits of the enemy, 

• It may be worth onrohservaiion here,that these sol¬ 
dier* of ilerod could not have eotien upon the lops of 
these houses, which were full ofeucuiips, In order lo pull 
«p the upper floors, and destroy them beneath, but by 


who expected now what would come, for there 
appeared a mighty number of people that came 
from places far distant, that were now about the 
village, but then ran away; and had it not been 
for the depth of winter, which then restrained 
them, the king’s army had presently gone to Je¬ 
rusalem, as heing very courageous at this good 
success, and the whole work nad been done im¬ 
mediately, for Antigonus was already looking 
about how he might fly away, and leave the city. 

13. At this time the king gave order that the 
soldiers should go to supper, for it was late at 
night, while he went into a chamber to use the 
bath, for he was very weary: and here it was 
that he vva9 in the greatest danger, which yet, 
by God’s providence, he escaped; for a? he was 
naked, and had but one servant that followed 
him, to be with him while he was bathing in an 
inner room, certain of the enemy, who were in 
their armor, and had fled thither out of fear, 
were then in the place; and as he was bathing, 
the first of them came out with his naked sword 
drawn, and went out at the doors, and after him 
a second and a third, armed in like manner, and 
were under such a consternation, that they did 
no hurt to the king, and thought themselves to 
have come off very well in suffering no harm 
themselves, in their getting out of the house. 
However, on the next day, he cut off the head of 
Pappus, for he was already slain, and sent it to 
Pheroras, as a punishment of what their brother 
had suffered by his means, for he was the man 
that slew him with his own hand. 

14. When the rigor of winter *was over, Herod 
removed his army, and came near to Jerusalem, 
and pitched his camp hard by the city. Now 
this was the third year since he had been made 
king at Rome; and as he removed his camp, and 
came near that part of the wall where it could 
be most easily assaulted, he pitched tliat camp 
before the temple, intending to make his attacks 
in the same manner as did Pompey: so he en¬ 
compassed the place with three bulwarks, and 
erected towers, and employed a great many 
hands about the work, and cut down the trees 
that were round about the city; and when he 
had appointed proper persons to oversee the 
works, even while the army lay before the city, 
he himself went to Samaria, to complete his 
marriage, and to take to wife the daughter of 
Alexander, the son of Aristobulus; for he had 
betrothed her alreadjs as 1 have before related. 

CHAP. XVI. 

How IIerod f whcn he had married J\lariamnt, 

took Jerusalem , with the JJssistance of Sosius t 

by Force; and how the Government of the 

Asmoneans was pul an end to. 

$ 1. After the wedding was over, enme So- 
sius through Phoenicia, having sent out his army 
before him over the midland parts. He also, who 
was their commander, came himself with a great 
number of horsemen and footmen. The king 
also came himself from Samaria and brought 
with him no small army, besides that which wns 
there before, for they were about thirty thou¬ 
sand; and they all met together nt the walls of 
Jerusalem, and encamped at the north wall of 
the city, being now an army of eleven legions 
nrmed men on foot, and six thousand horsemen I 
with other auxiliaries out of Syria. The gene¬ 
rals were two. Sosius, sent by Antony to nssisi 
He rod, and Herod on his own account, in order 
to take the government from Antigonus, who 
was declared nn enemy to Rome, and tliat he 
might himself be king, according to the decree 
of the senate. 

ladders from the outside; which illustrates some text* 
In the New Testament, by v liich it appears that men 
used to ascend ihillier by ladders on the outsides. See 
Mutt. xxlv. 17; Mark xiii. 15; Luke v. 10; xvii. 31. 
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2. Now the Jews that were enclosed within 
the walls of the city fought against Herod with 
great alacrity and zeal, (for the whole nation 
was gathered together;) they also gave out many 
prophecies about the temple, and many things 
agreeahle to the people, as if God would deliver 
them out of the dangers they were in; they had 
also carried off what was out of the city, that 
they might not leave any thing to afford suste¬ 
nance either for men or for beasts; and by pri¬ 
vate robberies, they made the want of necessa¬ 
ries greater. When Herod understood this, he 
opposed ambushes in the fittest places against 
their private robberies, and he sent legions of 
armed men to bring in provisions, and that from 
remote places, so that in a little time they had 
great plenty of provisions. Now the three bul¬ 
warks were easily erected, because so many 
hands were continually at work upon them; for 
it was summer-time, and there was nothing to 
hinder their works, neither from the air, nor 
from the workmen; so they brought their engines 
to bear, and shook the walls of the city, and 
tried all manner of ways to get in; yet did not 
those within discover any fear, but they also 
contrived not a few engines to oppose their en¬ 
gines withal. They also sallied out, and burnt 
not only those engines that were not yet perfect¬ 
ed, but those that were: and when they came 
hand to hand, their attempts were not less bold 
than those of the Romans, though they were 
behind them in skill. They ‘also erected new 
works when the former were ruined, and, making 
mines under ground, they met each other, and 
fought there; and, making use of brutish courage 
rather than of prudent valor, they persisted in 
this war to the very last; and this they did while 
a mighty army lay round about them, and while 
they were distressed by famine, and the want of 
necessaries, for this happened to be a sabbatic 
year. The first that scaled the walls were 
twenty chosen men, the next were Sosius’s cen¬ 
turions, for the first wall ivas taken in forty 
days, and the second in fifteen more, when some 
of the cloisters that were about the temple were 
burnt, which Herod gave out to have heen burnt 
by Anligonus, in order to expose him to the ha¬ 
tred of the Jews. And when the outer court of 
the temple, and the lower cily, were taken, the 
Jews fled into the inner court of the temple, and 
into the upper city; but now, fearing lest the 
Romans should hinder them from offering their 
daily sacrifices to God, they sent an embassage, 
and desired that they would only permit them to 
bring in beasts for sacrifices, which Herod grant¬ 
ed, hoping they were going to yield; but when 
he saw that they did nothing of what he sup¬ 
posed, but bitterly opposed him, in order to pre¬ 
serve the kingdom to Anligonus, he made an as¬ 
sault upon the city, and took it by storm; and 
now all parts were full of those that were shin 
by the rage of the Romans at the long duration 
of the siege, and by the zeal of the Jews that 
were on Herod’s side, who were not willing to 
leave one of their adversaries alive, so they 
were murdered continually in the narrow streets, 

* Note here, that Josephus fully and frequently as¬ 
sures us that there passed ubovc three years between 
Herod’s first obtainin'* the kingdom at Rome, and his 
second obtaining it upon the taking of Jerusalem, and 
the death of Anligonus. The present history of this 
interval twice mentions the army’s going into winter- 
quarters. which perhaps belonged to two several win¬ 
ters, cli. xv sect. 3, 4; and tbo’ Josephus says nothing 
how long they lay in those quarters, yet does be give 
such an account of the long and studied delays of Ven- 
tidius. Silo, and Mhcherus, who were io see Me rod set¬ 
tled in his new kingdom (but seem not to hnve had suf¬ 
ficient forces for that purpose, and were for certain all 
corrupted by Autigonusto make the longest delays pos¬ 
sible,) and gives us such particular accounts of the many 
great actions of Herod during the same interval, os fnir- 
ly imply that interval, before Herod went to Samosata, 
to have been vory considerable. However, what is want- 
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and in the houses by crowds, and as they were 
dying to the temple for shelter, and there was 
no pity taken of either infants or the ag-c. ^or 
did they spare so much as the weaker sex; nay, 
although tne king sent about, and besought them 
to spare the people, yet nobody restrained their 
hand from slaughter, but, as if they were a com¬ 
pany of madmen, they fell upon persons of all 
ages without distinction; and then Anligonus, 
without regard to either his past or present cir¬ 
cumstances, came down from the citadel, and 
fell down at the feet of Sosius, who took no pity 
of him in the change of his fortune, but insulted 
him beyond measure, and called him Jlntigonc, 
[i. e. a woman, and not a man;] yet did he not 
treat him as if he were a woman, by letting him 
go at liberty, but put him into bonds, and kept 
him in close custody. 

3. And now Herod having overcome his ene¬ 
mies, his care was to govern those foreigners 
who had been his assistants, for the crowd of 
strangers rushed to see the temple, and the sa¬ 
cred things in the temple; but the king, thinking 
a victory to be a more severe affliction than a 
defeat, if any of those things which it was not 
lawful to see, should be seen by them, used en¬ 
treaties and threatenings, and even sometimes 
force itself to restrain them. He also prohibited 
the ravage that was made in the city, and many 
times asked Sosius, whether the Romans w T oula 
empty the city both of money and men, and leave 
hint king of a desert? and told him, that he es¬ 
teemed the dominion over the whole habitable 
earth as by no means an equivalent satisfaction 
for such a murder of his citizens; and when he 
said, that this plunder was justly to be permitted 
the soldiers for the siege they had undergone, he 
replied, that he would give every one their re¬ 
ward out of his own money, and by this means 
he redeemed what remained of the city from de¬ 
struction; and he performed what he had pro¬ 
mised him, for he gave a noble present to every 
soldier, and a proportionable present to their 
commanders, but a most royal present to Sosius 
himself, till they all went away full of money. 

4. This destruction befell the city of Jerusa¬ 
lem* when Marcus Agrippa and Caninius Gallus 
were consuls of Rome, on the hundred eighty and 
fifth Olympiad, on the third month, on the solem¬ 
nity of the fast, as if a periodical revolution of 
calamities had returned, since that which befell 
the Jews under Pompey, for the Jews were taken 
by him on the same day, and this was after twenty 
seven years’ time. So when Sosius had dedicated 
a crown of gold to God, he marched away from 
Jerusalem, and carried Antigonus with him in 
bonds to Antony; but Herod was afraid lest An¬ 
tigonus should be kept in prison [only] by Anto¬ 
ny, and that when he was carried to Rome by 
him, he might get his cause to be heard by the 
senate, and might demonstrate, as he was him¬ 
self of the royal blood, and Herod but a private 
man, that therefore it belonged to his sons how¬ 
ever to have the kingdom, on uccount of the fa- 
mil}' they were of, in case he had himself offeud 
ed the Romans by what he had done. Out of 

in" in Josephus is fully supplied by Moses Cliorencnsis, 
the Armenian historian, in his history of the same in¬ 
terval, l>. ii. ch. xviii. where he directly assures us, that 
Tigranes, then kin? of Armenia, and the principal ma¬ 
nager of this Parthian war, reigned two years after 
llerod was made king at Rome rand yet Antony did 
not hear of his death, in that very ncighl>orliootl, at Sa- 
mosnla,till he was come thither io besiege ii;afer which 
llerod brought him an army, which was 3-ill miles 
march, and through a difficult country, full of enemies 
also, and joined with him in the siege of Snnins:<tn, till 
that city wns taken; then llerod and Sosius inarch 
back with their large armies the same number of 340 
miles, and when in a little time they sat down to be¬ 
siege Jerusalem, they were not able to lake it, but by a 
siegeof five months. All which put together fully sup¬ 
plies what is wanting in Josephus, and secures thee* 
tire chronology of these times beyond contradiction 
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Herod’s fear of this it was, that he, by giving 
Antony a great deal of money, endeavored to 
persuade him to have Aniijronus slain, which if 
it were once done, he should be free from that 
fear. And thus did the government of the As- 
moneans cease, a hundred twenty and six years 
after it was first set up. This family was a splen¬ 
did and an illustrious one, both on account of the 
nobility of their stock, and of the dignity of the 


high priesthood, as also for the glorious actions 
their ancestors had performed lor our nation, 
but these men lost the government by their dis¬ 
sensions one with another, and it came to Heron 
the son of Antipater, who was of no more than a 
vulgar family, and of no eminent extraction, but 
one that was subject to other kings: aod this is 
what history tells us was the end of the Asrno- 
nean family. 


BOOK XV. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF EIGHTEEN YEARS.—FROM THE DEATH OF ANTJGONU8 
TO THE FINISHING OF THE TEMPLE BY HEROD. 


CHAP. I. 

Concerning Pollio and Sameas. Herod slays the 

principal of Antigonus'sfriends, and spoils the 

City of its Wealth. Antony beheads Antigonus. 

$ 1. How Sosius and Herod took Jerusalem 
by force; and, besides that, how they took Anti¬ 
gonus captive, has been related by us in the 
foregoing book. We will now proceed in the 
narration. And since Herod had now the go¬ 
vernment of all Judea put into his hands, he pro¬ 
moted such of the private men in the city as had 
been of his party, but never left off avenging 
and punishing every clay those that had chosen 
to be of the party of his enemies: but Pollio, 
the Pharisee, and Sameas, a disciple of his, were 
honored by him above all the rest; for when Je¬ 
rusalem was besieged, they advised the citizens 
to receive Herod, for winch advice they were 
well requited; but this Pollio, at the time when 
Herod was once upon his trial of life and death, 
foretold, in way of reproach, Hyrcanus and the 
other judges, how this Herod, whom they suf¬ 
fered now to escape, would afterward inflict pu¬ 
nishment on them alf; which had its completion 
in time, while God fulfilled the words he had 
spoken. 

2. At this time Herod, now he had got Jerusa¬ 
lem under his power, carried off all the royal or¬ 
naments, and spoPed the wealthy men of what 
they had gotten; and when by these means he 
had heaped together a great quantity of silver 
and gol f, lie gave it all to Antony, and his friends 
that were about him. He also slew forty-five of 
the principal men of Antigonus's party, and set 
guards at the gates of the city, that nothing 
might be carried out together with their dead 
bodies. They also searched the dead, and what¬ 
soever was found, either of silver or gold, or 
other treasure, it was carried to the king; nor 
was there any end of the miseries he brought 
upon them, and this distress was in part occasion¬ 
ed by the covt tousiicss of the prince regent, Who 
wns still in want of more, and in part by the 
sabbatic year, which was still going on, an I lorcc cl 
the country to lie still uncultivated, since we are 
forbidden to oiv the land in that tear. Now 
when Antony had received Antigonus as his 
captive, he determined to keen him against his 
triumph; but when he heard that the nation 

n w seditious, and that out of their li tired to 

lerod, they continued t > bear good-will to Anti- 
gunii'., lit n suh ed to behead him nt Antioch, for 
othei wise the Ji w*> coni I noway be brought to 
be quiet. And Strabo of f'appndoein attests to 
what I have ‘.ml, win n he thus speaks: “An¬ 
tony or< on I Antigonus the .lew to be brought 
to Antioch, and tin r* to he In headed: and this 
Antony seems to me to have been the very first 
man who beheaded a king, iis supposing he could 
no other way bend the minds of the Jews, so as 

• The city tie re ra'Vd Jiihylon by Jos^|ilni« seems to 
lx- one wlii**l) was Md t ! v -onie of l! r FeViindiv upon 
the Tiurh, which, Ion* after t ite utter desolation of old 
Babylon, was commonly so called : and, 1 suppose, not 


to receive llcrod, whom he had made king in 
bis stead, for hy no torments could they be forced 
to call him king, so great a fondness they had for 
their former king; so he thought that this disho¬ 
norable death would diminish the value they 
had for Antigonus's memory, and at the same 
time would diminish the hatred they bare to He¬ 
rod.” Thus far Strabo. 

CHAP. II. 

How Hyrcanus was set at Liberty by the Par - 

thians, and returned to Herod; and what Alex¬ 
andra did when she heard that Anaaelus was 

made High Priest. 

$ 1. Now after Herod was in possession of the 
kingdom, Hyrcanus the high priest, who was 
then a captive among the Parthians, came to him 
again, and was set free from his captivity in the 
manner following: Barzapharnes and Pacorus 
the generals of the Parthians, took Hyrcanus, 
who was first made high priest and afterward 
king, and Herod's brother Phasaelus, captives, 
and were carrying them away into Parthia. Plia* 
saelus indeed could not bear the reproach of 
being in bonds, and thinking that death with 
glory was better than any life whatsoever, he be 
came his own executioner, as I have formerly 
related. 

2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into Par 
thia, the king Phraales treated him after a very 
gentle manner, as having already learned of 
what an illustrious family he was; on which ac¬ 
count lie set him free from his bonds, and gave 
him a habitation at Babylon,* where there were 
Jews in great numbers. These Jews honored 
Hyrcanus as their high priest an I king; as did 
all the Jewish nation that dwelt as far as Eu¬ 
phrates; which respect was very much to his 
satisfaction. But when he was informed that 
I lerod had received the kingdom, new hopes 
came upon him, ns having been himself still of a 
kind disposition towards him, and expecting that 
Herod would bear in mind what favor he had 
received from him, and when he was upon his 
trial, and when he was in danger that a capital 
sentence would be pronounced ngainst him, he 
delivered him from that danger, and from all 
punishment. Accordingly he talked of that mat¬ 
ter with the Jews that came often to him with 
great affection; but they endeavored to retain 
him among them, and desired that he would stay 
with him, putting him in mind of the kind offices 
nml honors they did him, ami that those ho¬ 
nors they paid him were not at all inferior to 
vvhnt thev could pay to either their high priest* 
or their kings: and what was a greater motive 
to determine him, they said, was this, that he 
could not have those dignities [in Judea] because 
of that maim in his body, which had heen in¬ 
flicted on him by Antigonus; and that kings do 

far from Frleuna; Just ns the Inter adjoining city Bag- 
■ dal In sheen,ami is often railed by the same old name 
I of Babylon till thu very day. 
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not use to requite men for those kindnesses 
which they received when tbej* were private 
persons, the height of fortune making usually 
no small changes in them. 

3. Now although they suggested these argu¬ 
ments to him for his own advantage, yet did Ilyr- 
canus still desire to depart. Herod also wrote 
to him, and persuaded him to desire of Phraates, 
and the Jews that were there, that they should 
not grudge him the royal authority, which he 
should have jointly with himself, for that now 
was the proper time for himself to make him 
amends lor the favors he had received from 
him, as having been brought up by him, and saved 
by him also, as well as for Hvrcanus to receive 
it. And as be wrote thus to Hyrcanus, so did he 
send also Saramallas, his ambassador, to Phraa¬ 
tes, and many presents with him, and desired 
him in the most obliging way that he would be 
no hinderance to his gratitude towards his bene¬ 
factor. But this zeal of Herod did not flow 
from that principle, but because he had been 
made governor of that country, without having 
any just claim to it, he was afraid, and that upon 
reasons good enough, of a change in his con¬ 
dition, and so made what haste he could to get 
Hyrcanus into his power, or indeed to put him 
quite out of the way: which last thing he com¬ 
passed afterward. 

4. Accordingly, when Hyrcanus came, full of 
assurance, by the permission of the king of Par- 
thia, and at the expense of the Jews, who sup¬ 
plied him with money, Herod received him with 
all possible respect, aud gave him the upper 
place at public meetings, and set him above all 
the rest at feasts, and thereby deceived him. He 
called him his father; and endeavored by all 
the ways possible, that he might have no suspi¬ 
cion of any treacherous design against him. He 
also did other things, in order to secure his go¬ 
vernment, which yet occasioned a sedition in his 
own family; for being cautious how he made 
any illustrious person the high priest of God,* he 
gent for an obscure priest out of Babylon, whose 
name was Ananelus, and bestowed the high priest¬ 
hood upon him. 

5. However, Alexandra, the daughter of Ilyr- 
canns, and wife of Alexander, the son of Aris- 
tobulus the king, who had also brought Alexan¬ 
der [two] children, could not bear this indignity. 
New this son was one of the greatest comeliness, 
and was called Aristobulus; and the daughter, 
Mariamnc, was married to Herod, and eminent for 
her beauty also. This Alexandra was much iis- 
turbed, am! took this indignity offered to her son 
exceeding ill. that while he was alive, any one 
else should be sent for to have the dignity of the 
high priesthood conferred upon him. Accord¬ 
ingly she wrote to Cleopatra (a musician assist¬ 
ing her in taking care to have her letters carried) 
to desire*, her intercession with Antony, in order 
to gain tlie high priesthood for her son. 

0. But as Antony was slow in granting this re¬ 
quest, his friend Delliusf came into Judea upon 
some affairs, and when he saw Aristobulus, he 
stood in admiration at the tallness and handsome¬ 
ness of the child, and no less at Marinmne, the 
king's wife, and was open in his commendations 
of Alexandra, as the mother of most beautiful 
children: and when she came to discourse with 
him, he persuaded her to get pictures drawn of 
them hotn, and send them to Antony, for that 
when he saw them, he would deny her nothing 
that she should ask. Accordingly Alexandra was 

* Here we have an eminent example of llerod'B world¬ 
ly and profane, politics; when, hy the abuse of his un- 
lawlul and usurped power, to make wlinm he pleased 
high priest, in t’.e person of Ananelus, he occasioned 
buc!i disturbances in his kingdom, and in his own fami¬ 
ly, as suffered him to enjoy no ’asfins pence or trail- 
quilliiy ever afterward: and such is frequently the ef¬ 
fect of prof.tne court politics about matters of religion in 
other n::es and nations. The Old Testament is full of 
the miseries the people of the Jews derived from such 


elevated with these words of his, and sent the 
pictures to Antony. Dellius also talked extrava¬ 
gantly, and said that “These children seemed 
not derived from men, but from some god or 
other." His design in doing so was to entice 
Antony into lewd pleasures with them, who was 
ashamed to send for the damsel, as being the 
wife of Herod, and avoided it, because of the re¬ 
proaches he should have from Cleopatra on that 
account, but he sent, in the most decent manner 
he could, for the young man; but added this 
withal, “ Unless he thought it hard upon him so 
to do.” When this letter was brought to Herod, 
he did not think it safe for hiiu to send one so 
handsome as was Aristobulus, in the prime of 
his life, for he was sixteen years of age, and of 
so noble a family, and particularly not to Antony, 
the principal man among the Romans, and one 
that would abuse him in his amours, and besides, 
one that openly indulged himself in such plea¬ 
sures, as his power allowed him, without control. 
He therefore wrote back to him, that “If this 
boy should only go out of the country, all would 
be in a state of war and uproar, because the Jews 
were in hopes of a change in the government, 
aud to have another king over them.” 

7. When Herod had thus excused himself to 
Antony, he resolved that he would nut entirely 
permit the child of Alexandra to be treated dis¬ 
honorably; but his wife Marianme lay vehe¬ 
mently at him to restore the high priesthood to 
her brother, and he judged it was for his advan¬ 
tage so to do, because, if he once had that dignity, 
he could not go out of the country. So he called 
all his friends together, and tol l them, that 
“ Alexandra privately conspired against his royal 
authority, and endeavored, by the means of 
Cleopatra, so to bring it about, that he might be 
deprived of the government, and that by An¬ 
tony’s means this youth might have the manage¬ 
ment of public affairs in his stead; aud that this 
procedure of hers was unjust, since she would at 
the same time deprive her daughter of the dignity 
she now had, and would bring disturbances upon 
the kingdom, for which he had taken a great 
deal of pains, and had gotten it with extra¬ 
ordinary hazards; that yet while he well re¬ 
membered her wicked practices, he would not 
leave oil* doing what was right himself, but 
would even now give the youth the high priest¬ 
hood: and that he formerly set up Ananelus, be¬ 
cause Aristobulus was then so very young a 
child.*’ Now when he had said this, not at ran¬ 
dom, but as he thought with the best discretion 
he had, in order to deceive the women, and those 
friends whom he had taken to consult withal, 
Alexandra, out of the great joy she had at this 
unexpected promise, anil out of fear from the 
suspicions she lay under, fell a weeping, and 
made the following apology for herself; aud said, 
that “as to the [high] priesthood, she was very 
much concerned lor the disgrace her son was 
under, and so did her utmost endeavor? to pro¬ 
cure it for him, but that as to the kingdom, she 
had made no attempts and that if it were oiler* d 
her [for her son,] she woul I not accept it; and 
that now she would be satisfied with her son's 
dignity, while he him><lf held the civil govein- 
ment, and she had thereby the security that 
arose, from his peculiar ability in govt ruing, to 
all the remainder of her family; that sl.t- was 
now overcome by his benefits, and lhankiully 
accepted of this honor show* d bv him to her s m, 
and that she would hereafter be entirely obe- 

politicg, especially in and nt>cr lHe Jays of Jero’onm 
t*'C son of Ne ! »at, whome.de Israel to sin : wd o *j:\vel!:a 
must pernicious example of it; who broi’"lst on H.e 
grosses! corruption of reUnion hy it; ami rb.e punish¬ 
ment of whose family for it w;»s most remarkable. 
The case is too well known to siaud in need of pnrtiru- 
lar citation*. 

t Of tl i< wicked Dellins. see tlie note on the War. h. 
i. ch xv. sect. 3. 
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dicnt: and she desired him to exense her, if the 
nobility of her family mid that freedom of acting 
which ‘she thought that allowed her, had made 
her act too precipitately and imprudently in this 
matter.” So when they had spoken thus to one 
another, they came to an agreement, und all 
suspicions, so far ns appeared, were vanished 
tuvav. 

CHAP. III. 

How Herod , upon his making Aristobulus High 
Priest , look care that he should be murdered in 
a little Time: and what apology he made to 
Antony about Arislobulus: as also concerning 
Joseph and JWariamne. 

^ 1. So king Herod immediately took the 
high priesthood away from Ananelus, who, as we 
naid before, was not of this country, but one of 
those Jews that had been carried captive beyond 
Euphrates; for there were not a few ten thou¬ 
sands of this people that had been carried cap¬ 
tives, and dwelt about Babylonia, whence Anane¬ 
lus came. He was one of the stock of the high 
iriests,* and had been of old a particular friend of 
ierod; and when he was first made king, he 
conferred that dignity upon him, and now put 
him out of it again, in order to quiet the troubles 
in his family; though what he did was plainly 
unlawful, for at no other time [of old] wa3 any 
one that had once been in that dignity deprived 
of it. It was Antiochus Epiphanes who first 
brake that law', and deprived Jesus, and made 
his brother Onias high priest in his stead. Aris- 
tobulus was the second that did so, and took that 
dignity from his brother [Hyrcanus:] and this 
Herod was the third, who took that high office 
away [from Ananelus,] and gave it to this young 
man, Aristobulus, in his stead. 

2. And now Herod seemed to have healed the 
divisions in his family; yet was he not with¬ 
out suspicion, as is frequently the case, of peo¬ 
ple seeming to be reconciled to one another, but 
thought that, as Alexandra had already made at¬ 
tempts tending to innovations, so did he fear that 
she would go on therein, if she found a fit oppor¬ 
tunity for so doing; so he gave a command, that 
she should dwell in the palace, and meddle with 
no public affairs: her guards also w'ere so care¬ 
ful, that nothing she did in private life every day 
was concealed. All these hardships put her out 
of patience, hy little and little, and sne began to 
bate Herod: for as she had the pride of a woman 
to the utmost degree, she had great indignation 
at this suspicious guard that was about her, as 
desirous rather to undergo any thing that could 
befall her, than to be deprived of her liberty of 
speech, and, under the notion of an honorary 
guard, to live in a state of slavery and terror. 
She therefore sent to Cleopatra, and made a long 
complaint of the circumstances she was in, and 
entreated her to do her utmost for her assistance. 
Cleopatra hereupon advised her to take her son 
with her, and come away immediately toiler into 
Egypt. This advice pleased her; and she had 
this contrivance for getting away: she got two 
coffins made, as if they were to carry away two 
dead bodies, and put herself into one, and her 
son into tlie other, and gave orders to such of 
her servants ns knew of her intentions! to carry 
them away in the night-time. Now their road 
was to be thence to the seaside, and there was 

•When Josephus says here, that this Ananelus, the 
new high priest, was of the stock of the high priests , 
ami since lie had been just telling us tlmt he was a priest 
of an ohsenre family or character, r hap, ii. sect. 4 , it is 
not at all probable Hint he could so soon say that lie 
wns of the stock of the high priests. However, Jose¬ 
phus here makes a remarkable observation, that this 
Ananelus was the third that wns ever unjustly and 
wickedly turned out of the high priesthood hy the civil 
power; no king or governor having ventured to do so 
that Jo«cphus knew of, but that heathen tyrant and 
persecutor Antiochus I'plplinnes; that barbarous par¬ 
ricide Aristobulus, the first that took royal authority 


a ship ready to carry them into Egypt. Now 
iEsop, one of her servants, happened to fall upon 
Sabion, one of her friends, and spake of this mat¬ 
ter to him, as thinking lie had known of it before. 
When Sabion knew this, (who had formerly been 
an enemy of Herod, and been esteemed one of 
those that laid snares for, and gave the poison to 
[his father] Antipater,) he expected that this dis¬ 
covery would change Herod's hatred into kind¬ 
ness, so lie told the king of this private stratagem 
of Alexandra; whereupon he suffered hei to pro¬ 
ceed to the execution of her project, and caught 
her in the very fact, but still he passed by her 
offence: and though he had a great mind to do 
it, he durst not inilict any thing that was severe 
upon her, for he knew that Cleopatra would not 
bear that lie should have her accused, on account 
of her hatred to him, but made a show as if it 
were rather the generosity of his soul, and his 
great moderation, that made him forgive them. 
However, he fully proposed to himself to put this 
young man out of the way, by one means or 
other; but lie thought he might in probability be 
better concealed in doing it, if he did it not pre¬ 
sently, nor immediately after what had lately 
happened. 

3. And now, upon the approach of the feast of 
tabernacles, which is a festival very much ob¬ 
served among us, be let those days puss over, and 
both he and the rest of the people were therein 
very merry; yet did the envy which at this time 
arose in him, cause him to make haste to do what 
he was about, and provoke him to do it: for 
when this youth Aristobulus, who was now in the 
seventeenth year of his age, went up to the 
altar, according to the law, to offer the sacrifices, 
and this with the ornaments of his high priest¬ 
hood, and when he performed the sacred offices,f 
he seemed to be exceeding comely, and taller 
than men usually were at that age, and to ex¬ 
hibit in Ills countenance a great deal of that high 
family he was sprung from, and a warm zeal and 
affection towards him appeared among the peo¬ 
ple, and the memory of the actions of his grand¬ 
father Aristobulus was fresh in their minds; and 
their affections got so far the mastery of them, 
that they could not forbear to show their inclina¬ 
tions to "him. They at once rejoiced, and were 
confounded, and mingled with good wishes their 
joyful acclamations which they made to him, till 
'the good-will of the multitude was made too evi¬ 
dent, and they more rashly proclaimed the hap¬ 
piness they had received from his family, than 
w'as fit under a monarchy to have done. Upon 
all this, Herod resolved to complete what he had 
intended against the young man. When there¬ 
fore the festival was over, and he was feasting 
at Jericho^ with Alexandra, who entertained 
him there, he was then very pleasant with the 
young man, and drew him into n lonely place: 
and at the same time played with him in a juve¬ 
nile and ludicrous manner. Now the nature of 
that place was hotter than ordinary; so they 
went out in a body and of a sudden, and in a vein 
of madness; and as they stood by the fish-ponds, 
of which there were large ones about the house, 
they went to cool themselves [by bathing] be¬ 
cause it was in the midst of a hot day. At first 
they were only spectators of Herod’s servants 
and acquaintance us they were swimming, but 
after a while, the young man, at the instigation 

among the Maccabees; and this tyrant kin? Herod 
the C.reat; although afterward that infamous prac¬ 
tice became frequent, iill the very destruction of Je¬ 
rusalem, when the office of high priesthood was at an 
end. 

| This entirely confutes the Talmudists, who pre¬ 
tend that no one under twenty years of age could offi¬ 
ciate ns high priest among the Jews. 

JA Hebrew chronicle, cited hy Reland, says, this 
drowning was at Jordan, not at Jericho, and this cvca 
when he quotes Josephus. I suspect the transcriber of 
the Hebrew chronicle mistook he naiuc, and w f rot« 
Jordan for Jericho, 
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of Herod, went into the ivater among them, 
while such of Herod’s acquaintance, as he had 
appointed to do it, dipped him, as he was swim¬ 
ming, and plunged him under water, in the dark 
of tne evening, as if it had been done in sport 
only, nor did they desist till he was entirely suf¬ 
focated; and thus was Aristobulus murdered, 
having lived no more in all than eighteen years,* 
and kept the high priesthood one year only: 
which nigh priesthood Ananelus now recovered 
again. 

4. When this sad accident was told the wo¬ 
men, their joy was soon changed to lamentation, 
at the sight of the dead body that lay before 
them, and their sorrow was immoderate. The 
city also [of Jerusalem,J upon the spreading of 
this news, was in very great grief, every family 
looking on this calamity as if it had not belonged 
to another, but that one of themselves was slain, 
but Alexandra was more deeply ailected, upon 
her knowledge that he had been destroyed [on 
purpose.] Her sorrow was greater than that of 
others, by her knowing how the murder was 
committed, but she was under a necessity of 
bearing up under it, out of her prospect of a 
greater mischief that might otherwise follow: 
and she oftentimes came to an inclination to kill 
herself with her own hand, but still she restrain¬ 
ed herself, in hopes she might live long enough 
to revenge the unjust murder thus privately 
committed; nay, she further resolved to endea¬ 
vor to live longer, and to give no occasion to 
think she suspected that her son was slain on 
purpose, and supposed that she might thereby 
fee in a capacity of revenging it at a proper op¬ 
portunity. Thus did she restrain herself, that 
she might not be noted for entertaining anv such 
suspicion. However, Herod endeavored that 
none abroad should believe that the child’s death 
was caused by any design of his; and for this 
purpose he did not only use the ordinary signs 
of sorrow, but fell into tears also, and exhibited 
a real confusion of soul; and perhaps his affec¬ 
tions were overcome on this occasion, when he 
saw the child’s countenance so young, and so 
beautiful, although his death was supposed to 
tend to his own security; so far, at least, this 
grief served as to make some apology for him: 
and as for his funeral, that he took care should 
be very magnificent, by making great prepara¬ 
tion for a sepulchre to lav his body in, and pro¬ 
viding a great quantity of spices, and burying 
many ornaments together with him, till the very 
women, who were in such deep sorrow, were as¬ 
tonished at it, and received in this way some 
consolation. 

5. However, no such things could overcome 
Alexandra’s grief, but the remembrance of this 
miserable case made her sorrow both deep anti 
obstinate. Accordingly, she wrote an account 
of this treacherous scene to Cleopatra, and how 
her son was murdered; but Cleopatra, as she 
had formerly been desirous to give her what sa¬ 
tisfaction she could, and commiserating Alexan¬ 
dra’s misfortunes, made the case her own, and 
would not let Antony be quiet, but excited him 
to punish the child's murder, for that it was an 
unworthy thing that Herod, who had been by 
him made king of a kingdom that noway belong¬ 
ed to him, should be guilty of such horrid crimes 
against those that were of the royal blood in 
reality. Antony was persuaded by these argu¬ 
ments; and when lie came to Laodicea, he sent 
and commanded Herod to come and make his 
defence, as to what he had done to Aristobulus, 
for that such a treacherous design was not well 
done, if he had anv hand in it. Herod was now 
in fear, both of the accusation, and of Cleopa¬ 
tra’s ill-will to him, which was such, that she 

♦The reading of one of Josephus’s Greek MSS. seems 
here to be right, tiiat Aristohuhis was not eighteen years 
aid, when he was drowned; for he was not seventeen 
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was ever endeavoring to make Antony hate 
him. lie therefore, determined to obey his sum¬ 
mons, for he had iio possible way to avoid it: so 
he left his uncle, Joseph, procurator fur his go¬ 
vernment, and for the public affairs, and gave 
him a private charge, that if Antony should kill 
him, he also should kill Mariamne immediately; 
for that he had a tender affection for this hi* 
wife, and was afraid of the injury that should be 
offered him, if, after his death, she, for her beau¬ 
ty, should be engaged to some other man; but 
his intimation was nothing but this at the bot¬ 
tom, that Antony had fallen in love with her 
when he had formerly heard somewhat of her 
beauty; so when Herod had given Joseph this 
charge, and had indeed no sure hopes of esca¬ 
ping with his life, he went away to Antony. 

6. But as Joseph was administering the" public 
affairs of the kingdom, and for that reason was 
very frequently with Mariamne, both became hi* 
business required it, and because of the respects 
he ought to pay to the queen, he frequently let 
himself into discourses about Herod’s kindne«s. 
and great affection towards her; and when the 
women, especially Alexandra, used to turn his 
discourses into feminine raillery, Joseph was so 
over desirous to demonstrate the king’s inclina¬ 
tions, that he proceeded so far a? to mention the 
charge he had received, and thence drew his de¬ 
monstration, that Herod was not able to live 
without her: and that if he should come to any 
ill end, he could not endure a separation from 
her, even after he was dead. Thus spake Jo¬ 
seph. But the women, as was natural, did not 
take this to be an instance of Herod’s strong af¬ 
fection for them, but of his severe usage of them, 
that they could not escape destruction, nor a 
tyrannical death, even when he was dead him¬ 
self: and this saying [of Joseph] was a founda¬ 
tion for the women’s severe suspicious about him 
afterward. 

». At this time a report went about ihs city v? 
Jerusalem, among Herod’s enemies, that Antony 
had tortured Herod, and put him to death. This 
report, as is natural, disturbed those that were 
about the palace, but chiefly the women: upon 
which Alexandra endeavored to persuade Joseph 
to go out ofthe palace, and fly to the ensigns of the 
Roman legion, which then lay encamped aboul llie 
city as a guard to the kingdom, under the com¬ 
mand of Julius; for that, by this means, if any 
disturbance should happen about the palace, they 
should be in greater security, as having the Ro¬ 
mans favorable to them; and that besides, the}' 
hoped to obtain the highest authority, if Antony 
did but once see Mariamne, by whose means they 
should recover the kingdom, and want nothing 
which was reasonable for them to hope for, be¬ 
cause of their royal extraction. 

8. But as they were in the midst of these de¬ 
liberations, letters were brought from Herod 
about all his affairs, and proved contrary to the 
report, and of what they before expected; for 
when he was come to Antony, he soon recovered 
his interest with him, by the presents he made 
him, which he hod brought with him from Jeru¬ 
salem, and he soon induced him, upon discoursing 
with him, to leave oil’ his iudignntion at him, so 
that Cleopatra’s persuasions had less forte than 
the arguments and presents he brought, to re¬ 
gain his friendship, for Antony said, that “ it 
was not good to require an account of a k.ng, as 
to the affairs of his government, fur at this rate 
he could be no king at all, hut that tbo-e who had 
given him that authority ought fo permit him to 
make use of it.” He also said the same thing* 
to Cleopatra, that it would be ne>l for her not 
busily to meddle with the acts of the king's go¬ 
vernment. llcrod w’rote nil account of these 

when he was made high priest, oh. ii. sect, C: ch. ifL 
sect. 3 ; and he continued in that office but one year, at 
in the place before us. 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


30G 

things, and “ enlarged upon the other honors 
which he had received from Antony; how he 
Mat by him at his hearing causes, and took his 
diet with him every day, and that he enjoyed 
those favors from him, notwithstanding the re- 

f iroaches that Cleopatra so severely laid against 
dm, who having a great desire of his country, 
and earnestly entreating Antony that the king¬ 
dom might be given to her, labored with her 
utmost diligence to have him out of the way, 
but that he still found Antony just to him, and 
had no longer any apprehensions of hard treat¬ 
ment from him; and that he was soon upon his 
return, with a firmer additional assurance of his 
favor to him, in his reigning and managing 
uhlic alfairs; and that there was no longer any 
ope for Cleopatra’s covetous temper, since An¬ 
tony had given her Coelosyria instead of what 
she desired, by which means he had at once paci¬ 
fied her, and got clear of the entreaties which 
she made him to have Judea bestow-ed upon her.” 

9. When these letters were brought, the women 
left off their attempt for flying to the Romans, 
which they thought of while Herod was supposed 
to be dead, yet was not that purpose of theirs a 
secret; but when the king had conducted Antuny 
on his way against the Parthians, he returned to 
Judea, when both his sister Salome, and his 
mother informed him of Alexandra’s intentions. 
Salome also added somewhat further against Jo¬ 
seph, though it were no more than a calumny, 
that he had often had criminal conversation with 
Mariamne. The reason of her saying so was 
this, that she for a long time bare her ill-will, for 
when they had differences with one another, 
Mariamne took great freedoms, and reproached 
the rest for the meanness of their birth. But 
Herod, lvhose affection to Mariamne was always 
very warm, was presently disturbed at this, and 
could not bear the torments of jealousy, but was 
still restrained from doing any rash thing to her 
oy uie lore had for he**; yet uiil his ’Tcliemeni 
affection and jealousy together make him ask 
Mariamne by herself about this matter of Joseph; 
but she denied it upon her oath, and said all tnat 
an innocent woman could possibly say in her own 
defence, so that by little and little the king was 
revailed upon to clrop the suspicion, and left off 
is anger at her; and heing overcome with his 
passion for his wife, he made an apology to her 
for having seemed to believe what he had heard 
about her, and returned her a great many ac¬ 
knowledgments of her modest behavior, and 
professed the extraordinary affection and kind¬ 
ness he had for her, till at last, as is usual be¬ 
tween lovers, they both fell into tears, and em¬ 
braced one another with a most tender affection. 
But as the king gave more and more assurances 
of his belief of her fidelity, and endeavored to 
draw her to u like confidence in him, Mariamne 
said, “Yet was not that command thou gavc3t, 
that if any harm came to thee from Antony, I, 
who had been no occasion of it, should perish 
with thee, a sign of thy love to me." When 
these words were fallen from her, the king was 
shocked at them, and presently let her go out of 
his arms, and cried out, and tore his hair with his 
own hands, and said that “ now he had an evident 
demonstration that Joseph had hud criminal con¬ 
versation with his wife, for that he would never 
have uttered what he had told him alone by 
himself, unless there had been such a great 
familiarity and firm confidence between them.” 
\nd while he. was in this passion he had like to 
have killed his wife, but being still overborne by 
his love to her, he restrained this his passion, 
though not without a lasting grief, and disqui- 
etnees of mind. However, he gave order to slay 
Joceph, without permitting him to come into hfs 
sight; and aa for Alexandra, he bound her, nnd 
kept her in custody, as the cause of all this 
mischief. 


CHAP. IV. 

How Cleopatra , when she had gotten from Anto¬ 
ny some Paris of Judea and Arabia, came into 
Judea; and how Herod gave her many Presents^ 
and conducted her on her way back to Egypt. 
Jl. Now at this time the affairs of Syria were 
in confusion by Cleopatra’s constant persuasions 
to Antony to make an attempt upon everybody’s 
dominions; for she persuaded him to take those 
dominions away from their several princes, and 
hestow them upon her; and she had a mighty in¬ 
fluence upon him, by reason of his being ensla¬ 
ved to her by his affections. She was also by 
nature very covetous, and stuck at no wicked¬ 
ness. She had already poisoned her brother, be¬ 
cause she knew that he was to be king of Egypt, 
and this when he was but fifteen years old; and 
she got her sister Arsinoe to be slain, by the means 
of Antony, when she was a supplicant at Diana’s 
temple at Ephesus; for if there were but any 
hopes of getting money, she would violate both 
temples and sepulchres. Nor was there any holy 
place, that was esteemed the most inviolable, 
from which she would not fetch the ornaments it. 
had in it; nor any place so profane, but w T as to 
suffer the most flagitious treatment possible from 
her, if it could but contribute somewhat to the 
covetous humor of this wicked creature; yet 
did not all this suffice so extravagant a woman, 
who was a slave to her lusts, but she still ima¬ 
gined that she wanted every thing she could 
think of, and did her utmost to gain it; for which 
reason she hurried Antony on perpetually to de¬ 
rive others of their dominions, and give them to 
er. And as she went over Syria with him, she 
contrived to get it into her possession; so he slew 
Lysaoius, the son of Ptolemy, accusing him of 
his bringing the Parthians upon those countries. 
She also petitioned Antony to give her Judea 
and Arabia, and in order thereto desired him to 
take these countries away from their present 
governors. As for Antony, he was so entirely 
overcome by this woman, that one would not 
think her conversation only could do it, but that 
he was gome way or other bewitched to do what¬ 
soever she would have him; yet did the grossest 

f )art of her injustice make him so ashamed, that 
le would not always hearken to her to do those 
flagrant enormities she would have persuaded 
him to. That therefore he might not totally de¬ 
ny her, nor, by doing every thing which she en¬ 
joined him, appear openly to be an ill man, he 
took some parts of each ot those countries away 
from their former governors, and gave them to 
her. Thus he gave ner the cities that were with¬ 
in the river Eleutherus, as far as Egypt, except¬ 
ing Tyre and Sidon, which he knew to have been 
freecitiesfrom theirancestors, although she press¬ 
ed him very often to bestow those on her also. 

2. When Cleopatra had obtained this much, 
and had accompanied Antony in his expedition 
to Armenia, so far as Euphrates, she returned 
back, and came to Apamia and Damascus, and 
passed on to Judea, where Herod met her, and 
fanned of her parts of Arabia, and those reve¬ 
nues that came to her from the region about 
Jericho. This country bears that balsam which 
is the most precious drug that is there, and grow* 
there alone. The place bears also palm-trees, 
both many in number, and those excellent in 
their kind. When she wns there, and was very 
often with Herod, she endeavored to have 
criminal conversation with the king; nor did she 
affect secrecy in the indulgence ot such sort of 
pleasures; and perhaps she hod in some measure 
a passion of love to him, or rather, what is most 

E robable, she laid a treacherous snare for him. 

y aiming to obtain such adulterous conversation 
from him: however, upon the whole, she seemed 
overcome with love to him. Now Herod had a 
great while borne no good-will to Cleopatra, a* 
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knowing that she was a woman irksome to all: 
and at that time he thought her particularly 
worthy of his hatred, if this attempt proceeded 
out of lust; he had also thought of preventing 
her intrigues, by putting her to death, if such 
were her endeavors. However, he refused to 
comply with her proposals, and called a council 
of his friends to consult with them, “ Whether he 
should not kill her now he had her in his power? 
for that he should thereby deliver all those from 
a multitude of evils to whom she was already 
become irksome, aud was expected to be still so 
for the time to come; and that this very thing 
would be much for the advantage of Antony 
himself, since she would certainly not be faithful 
to him, in case any such reason or necessity 
should come upon him as that he should stand in 
need of her fidelity.” But when he thought to 
follow this advice, his friends would not let him; 
and told him, that “in the first place, it was not 
right to attempt so great a thing, and run himself 
thereby into the utmost danger; and they lay 
hard at him, and begged of him to undertake 
nothing rashly, for that Antony would never bear 
it, no, not though any one should evidently lay 
before his eyes that it was for his own advantage; 
and that the appearance of depriving him of her 
conversation, by this violent and treacherous 
method, would probably set his affections more 
in a (lame than before. Nor did it appearthat he 
could offer any thiDg of tolerable weight in his 
defence, this attempt being against such a woman 
as was of the highest dignity of any of her sex 
at that time in the world ; and as to any advantage 
to be expected from such an undertaking, if any 
such could be supposed in this case, it would 
appear to deserve condemnation, on account of 
the insolence he must take upon him in doing it. 
Which considerations made it very plain that in 
so doing he would find his government filled 
with mischiefs, both great and lasting, both to 
himself and his posterity, whereas it was still in 
his pow’er to reject that wickedness she would 
persuade him to, and to come oil' honorably at 
the same time.” So by thus atl’righting Herod, 
and representing to him the hazard he must, in 
all probability, run by this undertaking, they 
restrained him from it. So he treated Cleopatra 
kindly, and made her presents, and conducted 
her on her way to Egypt. 

3. But Antony subdued Armenia, and sent Ar- 
tabazes, the son of Tigranes, in bonds, with his 
children and procurators, to Egypt, and made a 
present of them, and of all the royal ornaments 
which he had taken out of that kingdom, to Cleo¬ 
patra. And Artaxias, the eldest of his sons, who 
had escaped at that time, took the kingdom of 
Armenia, who j r et was ejected by Archelaus and 
Nero C.Tesar, when they restored Tigranes, his 
younger brother, to that kingdom: but this hap¬ 
pened a good while afterward. 

4. But then, as to the tributes which Herod 
was to pay Cleopatra for that country which An¬ 
tony had given her, he acted fairly with her, as 
deeming it not safe for him to aliord any cause 
for Cleopatra to hate him. As for the king of 
Arabia, whose tribute llerod had undertaken to 
pay her, for some time indeed he paid him as 
much as came to two hundred talents, but he 
afterward became very niggardly, and slow in 
his payments, and could hardly be brought to 
pay some parts of it, and was not willing to pay 
even them without some deductions. 

CHAP. V. 

How Herod made war with the King of Arabia , 

and after they had fought many Hatties , at 

length conquered him, and was chosen by the 

Arabs to be Govertior of that Nation; as also 

concerning a great Earthquake. 

{ 1. Hereufon Herod held himself read}' to 
go against the king of Arabia, because of his in¬ 
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gratitude to him and because, after all, he would 
do nothing that was just to him, although Herod 
made the Roman war an occasion of delaying his 
own, for the battle of Actiuni was now expected, 
which fell into the hundred and eighty-seventh 
Olympiad, where Caisar and Antony were to 
fight for the supreme power of the world; but 
Herod haviDg enjoyed a country that was very 
fruitful, and that now for a long time, and having 
received great taxes, and raised great armie9 
therewith, got together a body of men. and care¬ 
fully furnished them with all nect-saries, and 
designed them as auxiliaries for Antony; but An¬ 
tony said, he had no want of his assistance; but 
he commanded him to punish the king of Arabia, 
for he had heard both from him and from Cleo¬ 
patra, how perfidious he was; for this was what 
Cleopatra desired, who thought it for her own 
advantage, that these two kings should do one 
another as great mischief as possible. Upon this 
message from AntODy, Herod returned back, but 
kept his army with him, in order to invade Ara¬ 
bia immediately. So when his army of horse¬ 
men and footmen was ready, he marched to Dios- 
polis, whither the Arabians came also to meet 
them, for they were not unapprized of this war 
that was coming upon them; and after a great 
battle had been fought, the Jews had the victory. 
But afterward there were gotten together ano¬ 
ther numerous army of the Arabians, at Cana, 
which is a place of Caelosyria. Herod was in¬ 
formed of this beforehand: so he came marching 
against them with the greatest part of the forces 
he had; and when he was come near to Cana, he 
resolved to encamp himself, and he cast np a 
bulwark, that he might take a proper season for 
attacking the enemy; but as he was giviug those 
orders, the multitude of the Jews cried out that 
he should make no delay, but lead them against 
the Arabians. They went with great spirit, as 
believing they were in very good order, and 
those especially were so that had been in the 
former battle, and had been conquerors, and had 
not permitted their enemy so much as to come 
to a close fight with them. And when they were 
so tumultuous, and showed such great alacrity, 
the king resolved to make use ot that zeal the 
multitude then exhibited; and when he had assu¬ 
red them he would not be behindhand with thfe’m 
in courage, he led them on, and stood before them 
all in his armor, all the regiments following 
him in their several ranks: whereupon a con¬ 
sternation fell upon the Arabians; for when they 
perceived that the Jews were not to be conquer¬ 
ed, and were full of spirit, the greater part of 
them ran away, and avoided fighting, and they 
had been quite destroyed, had not Athenion fallen 
upon the Jews, and distressed them, for (his man 
was Cleopatra’s general over the soldiers she 
had there, and was at enmity with Herod, and 
very wistfully looked oil to see what the event 
of the battle would be: he had also resolved, 
that in case the Arabians did any thing that was 
brave and successful, he would lie still, but in 
case they were beaten, as it really happened, he 
would attack the Jews with those forces he had 
of his own, and with those that the country had 
gotten together for him: so he fell upon the Jews 
unexpectedly, when they were fatigued, and 
thought they had already vanquished the enemy, 
and made a great slaughter of them; for as the 
Jews had spent their courage upon their known 
enemies, and were about to enjoy themselves in 
quietness after the victory, they were easily beat¬ 
en bv these that attacked them afresh, and inpar- 
ticufar received great loss in places where the 
horses could not be of service, and which were 
very stony, and where those that attacked them 
were better acquainted witli the places than them¬ 
selves. And when the Jews had suffered this 
loss, the Arabians raised their spirits after their 
defeat, and returning back again, slew those that 
were already put to flight; aud indeed all sort* 
2 b 2 
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of slaughter were now frequent, and of those that 
escaped, a few only returned into the camp. 
So king Ilcrod, when he despaired of the battle, 
rode up to them to bring them assistance, yet did 
be not come time enough to do them any ser¬ 
vice, though he labored hard to do it, but the 
Jewish camp was taken, so that the Arabians had 
unexpectedly a most glorious success, having 
gained that victory, which of themselves they 
were noway likely to have gained, and slaying 
a great part of the enemy’s army: whence after¬ 
ward Herod could only act like a private robber, 
and make excursions upon many parts of Arabia, 
and distress them by sudden incursions, while be 
encamped among the mountains, and avoided by 
any means to come to a pitched battle, yet did 
he greatly harass the enemy by his assiduity, and 
the hard labor he took in the matter. He also 
took great care of bis own forces, and used all 
the means he could to restore his affairs to their 
old state. 

2. At this time it was that the fight happened 
at Actium, between Octavius C;esar and Antony, 
in the seventh* year of the reign of Herod; and 
then it was also that there was an earthquake in 
Judea, such a one as had not happened at any 
other time, and which earthquake brought a 
great destruction upon the cattle in that county. 
xVbout ten thousand men also perished by the fall 
of houses: but the army, which lodged in the 
field, received no damage by this sau accident. 
When the Arabians were informed of this, and 
when those that hated the Jews, and pleased 
themselves with aggravating the reports, told 
them of it, they raised their spirits, as if their 
enemy’s country was quite overthrown, and the 
men were utterly destroy ed, and thought there 
now remained nothing that could oppose them. 
Accordingly, they took the Jewish ambassadors, 
who came to them after all this had happened, to 
make peace with them, and slew them,and came 
with great alacrity against their army; but the 
Jews durst not withstand them, and were so cast 
do»vn by the calamities they were under, that 
they took no care of their affairs, but gave up 
themselves to despair; for they had no hope that 
they should be upon a level with them again in 
battles, nor obtain any assistance elsewhere, 
while their affairs at home were in such great 
distress also. When matters were in this condi¬ 
tion, the king persuaded the commanders by his 
words, and tried to raise their spirits, which 
were quite sunk; and first he eudeavored to 
encourage and embolden some of the better sort 
beforehand, and then ventured to make a speech 
to the multitude, which he had before avoided 
to do, lest he should find them uneasy thereat, 
because of the misfortunes which had happened; 
so he made a consolatory speech to the multi¬ 
tude, in the manner following: 

3. “ You are not unacquainted, my fellow sol¬ 
diers, that we have had not long since many acci¬ 
dents that have put a stop to what we are about; 
and it is probable that even those that are most 
distinguished above others for their courage, can 
hardly keep up their spirits in snch circumstan¬ 
ces; hut since we cannot avoid fighting, and no¬ 
thing that hath happened is of such a nature hut 
it may by ourselves be recovered into a good 
state, and this by one brave action only well per¬ 
formed, I have proposed to myself both to give 
you some encouragement, and, at the same time, 
some information, both which parts of my de¬ 
sign will tend to this point, that you will still 
continue in your own proper fortitude. I will 
then, in the first place demonstrate to you, that 

* The reader is here lo take notice, that this seventh 
year of the reign of Herod, and all the ol her years of his 
reign.in Josephus,arc dated from the dcatli of Anligo- 
nus, or at the soonest from the ronqncsi of Anliaonus, 
and the taking of Jerusalem a few months before, and 
aever from his first obtaining the kingdom at Rome 
aoove three years before, as aomo have very weakly 


this war is a just one on our side, and that on 
this account it is a war of necessity, and occa¬ 
sioned by the injustice of our adversaries, for if 
you be once satisfied of this, it will be a real 
cause of alacrity to you, after which I will farther 
demonstrate, that the misfortunes we are under 
are of no great consequence, and that we have 
the greatest reason to nope for victory. I shall 
begin with the first, and appeal to yourselves as 
witnesses to what 1 shall say. You are not igno¬ 
rant certainly of the wickedness of the Arahians, 
which is to that degree as to appear incredible to 
all other men, and to include somewhat that 
shows the grossest barbarity and ignorance of 
God. The chief things wherein they have af¬ 
fronted us, have arisen from covetousness aud 
envy; and they have attacked us in an insidious 
manner, and on the sudden. And what occasion 
is there for me to mention many instances of 
sucli their procedure? When they were in dan¬ 
ger of losing their own government of them¬ 
selves, and of being slaves to Cleopatra what 
others were they that freed them from that fear? 
For it was the friendship I had with Antony, and 
the kind disposition he w’as in towards us, that 
hath been the occasion that even these Arabians 
have not been utterly undone, Antony being un¬ 
willing to undertake any thing which might be 
suspected by us of unkindness: but when he 
had a mind to bestow some part9 of each of our 
dominions on Cleopatra, I also managed that 
matter so, that by giving him presents of my 
own, I might obtain a security to both nations 
while I undertook myself to answer for the mo¬ 
ney, and gave him two hundred talents, and be¬ 
came surety for those two hundred more which 
were imposed upon the land that was subject to 
this tribute: and this they have defrauded us of, 
although it was not reasonable that Jew’s should 
nay tribute to any roan living, or allow part of 
their land to be taxable; but although that was 
to be, yet ought we not to pay tribute for these 
Arabians, whom we have ourselves preserved, 
nor is it fit that they, who have professed, and 
that w’ith great integrity and sense of our kind¬ 
ness, that it is by our means that they keep their 
principality', should injure us, and deprive us of 
what is our due, and this while we nave been 
still not their enemies but their friends. And 
whereas observation of covenants takc9 place 
among the bitterest enemies, but among friends 
is absolutely necessary, this is not observed 
among these men, who think gain to be the best 
of all things, let it be by any means whatsoever, 
and that injustice is no harm, if they may but 
get money by it: is it therefore a question with 
you whether the unjust are to be punished or 
not? when God himself hath declared his mind 
that so it ought to be, and hath commanded us 
that w r e ever should hate injuries and injustice, 
which is not only just but necessary in wars be¬ 
tween several nations; for these Arabians have 
done what both the Greeks and barbarians own 
to be an instance of the grossest wickedness, 
w’ith regard to our ambassadors, whom they have 
beheaded, while the Greeks declare that such 
ambassadors nre sacred and inviolable.-}- And 
for ourselves, we have learned from God the 
most excellent of our doctrines, and the most 
holy’ part of our law by angels, or ambassadors: 
for this name brings God to the knowledge of 
mankind, and is sufficient to reconcile enemies 
one to another. What wickedness then can be 
greater than the slaughter of ambassadors, who 
come to treat nbout doing what is right. And 
w hen such have been their actions, how is it pos- 

nnd injudiciously done. 

t Herod says here, that as ambassadors were sacred 
when they carried messaces to others, so did the laws 
of the Jews derive a sacred authority by being delivered 
from God by nngrls [orrfirinc ambassador which i* 
Ft. Pnill’s expression about the same taws, Gal, iii. 19, 
Hch. 11.2. 
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stblethey can live securely in common life, or be 
successful in war? in my opinion this is impossi¬ 
ble; but perhaps some will say, that what is holy 
and what is righteous, U indeed on our side, but 
the Arabians are either more courageous, or 
more numerous than we are. Now as to this, in 
the first place, it is not fit for us to say so, for 
with whom is what is righteous, with them is God 
himself; now where God is, there is both multi¬ 
tude and courage. But to examine our own cir¬ 
cumstances a little, we were conquerors in the 
first battle: and when we fought again, they 
were not able to oppose us, but ran away, and 
could not endure our attacks or our courage; 
but when we had conquered them, then came 
Athenion, and made war against us without de¬ 
claring it; and pray, is this an instance of their 
manhood? or is it not a second instance of their 
wickedness and treachery? Why are we, there¬ 
fore, of less courage, on account of that which 
ought to inspire us with stronger hopes? and 
why are we terrified at these, who, when they 
fight upon the level, are continually beaten, and 
when they seem to be conquerors, they gain it by 
wickedness? and if we suppose that any one 
should deem them to be men of real courage, 
will not he be excited by that very consideration 
to do his utmost against them? for true valor is 
not shown by fighting against weak persons, but 
in being able to overcome the most hardy. But 
then, ii the distresses we are ourselves under, 
and the miseries that have come by the earth¬ 
quake, have affrighted any one, let him consider, 
in the first place, that this very thing will deceive 
the Arabians, that what hath befallen us is great¬ 
er than it really is. Moreover, it is not right that 
the same thing that emboldens them should dis¬ 
courage us; tor these men, you see, do not de¬ 
rive their alacrity from any advantageous virtue 
of their own, but from their hope, as to us, that 
we are quite cast down by our misfortunes; but 
when we boldly march against them, we shall 
soon pull down their insolent conceit of them¬ 
selves, and shall gain this by attacking them, 
that they will not be so insolent when we come 
to the battle, for our distresses are not so great, 
nor is what hath happened an indication of the 
anger of God against us, as some imagine, for 
such things are accidental, and adversities that 
come in the usual course of things; and if we allow 
that this was done by the will of God, we must 
allow that it is now over by his will also, and that 
he is satisfied with what has already happened, 
for had he been willing to afflict us still more 
thereby, he had not changed his mind so soon. 
And as for the war we are engaged in, he hath 
himself demonstrated, that he is willing it should 
go on. and that he knows it to be a just war; for 
while some of the people in the country have pe¬ 
rished, all you who were in arms have suffered 
nothing, but are all preserved alive; whereby 
God makes it plain to us, that if you had univer¬ 
sally, with your children and wives, been in the 
army, it had come to pass, that you had not un¬ 
dergone any thing that would have much hurt 
you. Consider these things, and, what is more 
than all the rest, that you have God at all times 
for your protector; and prosecute these men 
with a just bravery, wbo, in point of friendship 
are unjust, in their battles perfidious, towards 
ambassadors impious, and always inferior to you 
in valor. 

4 When the Jews heard this speech they were 
much raised in their minds, and more disposed 

♦This piece of religion, the supplicating God, with 
sacrifices, by Herod, before he went to this fight with 
the Arabians, taken notice of also in the first hook Of 
the War, ch. xix. sect. 5, is worth remarking, heenuse 
it is the only exainpleof this nature, so far as 1 remem¬ 
ber, that Josephus ever mentions in all his large and 
particular accounts of this Herod, and it was when he 
had been in mighty distress, and discouraged by a grent 
defeat of his former army, and by a very great earth- 
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to fight than before. So Herod, when he had 
offered the sacrifices* appointed by the law, 
made haste, and took them, and led them against 
the Arabians; and in order to that passed over 
Jordan, and pitched his camp near to that of the 
enemy. He also thought fit to seize upon a cer¬ 
tain castle that lay in the midst of them, as 
hoping it would be for his advantage, and would 
the sooner produce a battle; and that if there 
were occasion for delay, he should by it have his 
camp fortified. And as the Arabians had the 
same intentions upon that place, a contest arose 
about it: at first they were but skirmishes, after 
which there came more soldiers, and it proved a 
sort of fight, and some fell on both sides, till 
those of the Arabian side were beaten, and re¬ 
treated. This was no small encouragement to 
the Jews immediately: and when Herod ob¬ 
served that the enemy’s army were disposed to 
any thing rather than to come to an engage¬ 
ment, he ventured boldly to attempt the bulwark 
itself, and to pull it to pieces, and so to get near¬ 
er to their camp, in order to fight them; for 
when they were forced out of their trenches, 
they went out in disorder, and had not the least 
alacrity, or hope of victory; yet did they fight 
hand to hand, because they were more in num¬ 
ber than the Jews, and because they were in 
such a disposition of war that they were under a 
necessity of coming on boldly; so they came to 
a terrible battle, while not a few fell on each 
side. However, at length the Arabians fled; 
and so great a slaughter was made upon their 
being routed, that they were not only killed by 
their enemies, but became the authors of their 
own deaths also, and were trodden down by the 
multitude, and the great current of people in 
disorder, and were destroyed by their own ar¬ 
mor; so five thousand men lay dead upon the 
spot, while the rest of the multitude soon ran 
within the bulwark [for safety,] but had no firm 
hope of safety, by reason of their want of neces¬ 
saries, and especially of water. The Jews pur¬ 
sued them; but could not get in with them, but 
sat round about the bulwark, and watched any 
assistance that would get in to them, and pre¬ 
vented any there, that had a mind to it, lrora 
running away. 

5. When the Arabians were in these circum¬ 
stances, they sent ambassadors to Herod, in the 
first place to propose terms of accommodation; 
and after that to olfer him, so pressing was their 
thirst upon them, to undergo whatsoever he 
pleased, if he would free them from their present 
distress; but he would admit of no ambassadors, 
of no price of redemption, nor of any other mo¬ 
derate terms whatever, beiug very desirous to re¬ 
venge those unjust actions which they had been 
guilty of towards his nation. So they were ne¬ 
cessitated by other motives, and particularly by 
their thirst, to come out and deliver themselves 
up to him, to be carried away captives; and in 
five days’ time the number of four thousand 
were taken prisoners, while all the rest resolved 
to make a sally upon their enemies, aud to fight 
it out with them, choosing rather, if so it must 
be, to die therein than to perish gradually and 
ingloriously. When they had taken this resolu¬ 
tion, they came out of their trenches, but could 
noway sustain the fight, being too much dis¬ 
abled, both in mind aud body, and haying not 
room to exert themselves, and thought it an ad¬ 
vantage to be killed, and a misery to survive; so 
on the first onset there fell about seven thou- 

quake in Judea; such times of affliction making men 
most religious; nor was he disappointed of Ins hopes 
here, hut immediately gained a most signal victory over 
the Arabians; while they who just before had been so 
great victors, and so much elevated upon the earth¬ 
quake in Juden ns to venture lo slay the Jewish ambas¬ 
sadors, were now under a strange consternation, and 
hardly able to fight at all. 
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sand of them; after which stroke they let all the 
courage they had put on before fall, and stood 
amazed nt Herod’s warlike spirit under his own 
Calamities; so for the future they yielded, and 
made hint ruler of their nation; whereupon he 
was greatly elevated at so seasonable a success, 
and returned home, taking- great authority upon 
him, on nccount of so buld and glorious an expe¬ 
dition as lie has made. 

CHAP. VI. 

How Herod slew Hyrearms, and then hasted away 
to Ccesar , and obtained the Kingdom from him 
also; and l^o^L\ a little time afterward , he enter¬ 
tained Ccesar in a most honorable manner . 

$ 1. Herod’s other affairs were now very pros¬ 
perous; and he was not to be easily assaulted on 
any side. Vet did there come upon him a danger 
that would hazard his entire dominions, after An¬ 
tony had been beaten at the battle of Aetium by 
Caesar [Octavian;] for at that time both Herod's 
enemies and friends despaired of his affairs, for 
it was not probable that he would remain with¬ 
out punishment, who had showed so much friend¬ 
ship for Antony. So it happened that his friends 
despaired, and had no hopes of his escape, but 
for his enemies, they all outwardly appeared to 
be troubled at his case, but were privately very 
glad of it, as hoping to obtain a change for the 
better. As for Herod himself, he saw that there 
was no one of royal dignity left but Hyrcanus, 
and therefore he thought it would be for his ad¬ 
vantage not to suffer him to be an obstacle in his 
way any longer; for that in case he himself sur¬ 
vived, and escaped the danger he was in, he 
thought it the safest way to put it out of the pow¬ 
er of such a man to make any attempt against 
him at such junctures of affairs, as was more 
ivorthy of the kingdom than himself; and in case 
he should be slain by Crcsar, his envy prompted 
him to desire to slay him that would otherwise 
be king; after him. 

2. While Herod had these things in his mind, 
there was a certain occasion afforded him; for 
Hyrcanus was of so mild a temper, both then and 
at other times, that he desired not to meddle with 
public affairs, nor to concern himself with inno¬ 
vations, but left all to fortune,and contented him¬ 
self with what that afforded him: but Alexandra 
[his daughter] was a lover of strife, and was ex¬ 
ceeding desirous of a change of the government, 
and spake to her father not to bear tor ever He¬ 
rod’s injurious treatment of their family, but to 
anticipate their future hopes, as he safely might; 
and desired him to write about these matters to 
Malcbus, who was then governor of Arabia, to 
receive them, and to secure them [from Herod,] 
for that if they went away, and Herod’s affairs 
proved to be, as it was likely they would be, by 
reason of Ciesar’s enmity to him, they should 
then be the only persons that could take the 
government, ami this both on account of the 
royal family they were of, and on account of 
the good disposition of the multitude to them. 
While she used these persuasions, Hyrcanus 
put ofl her suit; but os she showed that she 
was a woman, and a contentions woman too, 
and would not desist either night or day, but 
would always be speaking to him about these 
matters, ami about Herod’s treacherous designs, 
she at last prevailed with him to intrust Dosi- 
theus, one of his friends, with a letter, wherein 
his resolution was declared; and he desired the 
Arabian governor to send to him some horsemen, 
who should receive him, and conduct him to the 
lake Asphaltites, which is from the bounds of 
Jerusalem three hundred furlongs: and he did 
therefore trust Dositheu«* with this letter, be¬ 
cause he was n careful attendant on him and on 
Alexandra, and had no small occasion to bear ill- 
will io Herod: for he was a kinsman of one Jo¬ 
seph, whom he had slain, and a brother of those 


that were formerly slain at Tyre by Antony; yet 
could not these motives induce Dositheus to serve 
Hyrcanus in this affair, for preferring the hopes 
he had from the present king to those he had 
from him, he gave Herod the letter. So he took 
his kindness m good part, and bade him besides 
do what he had already done, that is, go on in 
serving him, by rolling up the epistle, and seal¬ 
ing it again, and delivering it to Malchus, and 
then to bring back his letter in answer to it, for 
it would be much better if he could know Mal- 
chus’s intentions also. And when Dositheus was 
very ready to serve him in this point also, the 
Arabian governor returned back for answer, that 
he would receive Hyrcanus, and all that should 
come with him, and even all the Jews that were 
of his party: that he would, moreover, send 
forces sufficient to secure them in their journey, 
and that he should be in no want of any thing he 
should desire. Now as soon as Herod had re¬ 
ceived this letter, he immediately sent for Hyr¬ 
canus, and questioned him about the league he 
had made with Malchus; and, when he denied it, 
showed his letter to the sanhedrim, and put the 
man to death immediately. 

3. And this account we give the reader, as it 
is contained in the commentaries of king Herod: 
but other historians do not agree with them, for 
they suppose that Herod did not find, but rather 
make this an occasion for thus putting him to 
death, and that hy treacherously laying a snare 
for him; for thus do they write: That Herod and 
he were once at a treat, and that Herod had given 
no occasion to suspect [that he was displeased at 
him,] but put this question to Hyrcanus, Whe¬ 
ther he had received any letters from Malchus! 
and when he answered, that he had received let¬ 
ters, but those of salutation only; and when he 
asked farther, whether he had not received any 
presents from him? and when he had replied, 
that he had received no more than four horses to 
ride on, which Malchus had sent him; they pre¬ 
tended that llcrod charged these upon him as 
the crimes of bribery and treason, and gave 
order that he should be led away and slain. 
And in order to demonstrate that he had been 
guilty of no offence, when he was thus brought 
to his end, they alleged how mild his temper had 
been, and that even in his youth he had never 
given any demonstration of boldness or rashness, 
and that the case was the same when he came to 
be king, but that he even then committed the 
management of the greatest part of public affairs 
to Antipatcr; and that he wns now above four¬ 
score years old, and knew that Herod’s govern¬ 
ment was in a secure state, lie also came over 
Euphrates, and left those who greatly honored 
him beyond that river, though lie were to be en¬ 
tirely under Herod’s government, nnd that it 
was a most incredible thing that he should enter¬ 
prise any thing by way of innovation, and not at 
all agreeable, to his temper, but that this was a 
plot of Herod’s contrivance. 

4. And this was the fate, of Hyrcanus; and 
thus did he end his life, after he had endured va¬ 
rious and manifold turns of fortune in his life¬ 
time: for he was made high priest of the Jewish 
nation in the beginning of his mother Alexan¬ 
dra’s reign, who held the government nine years; 
and when, after his mother’s death, he took the 
kingdom himself, and held it three months, he 
lost it, by the means of his brother Aristobulu*. 
He was then restored by Pompey, and received 
all sorts of honor from him, and enjoyed them 
forty years; but when he was again deprived by 
Antigonus, and was maimed in his body, he was 
made a captive by the Parlhians, and thence re¬ 
turned home again after some time, on account 
of the hopes that llcrod had given him, none of 
which came to pnss according to his expectation, 
but he still conflicted with many misfortunes 
through the whole course of his life; and what 
was the heaviest calamity of all, as we have re- 
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iated already, he came to an end which was un¬ 
deserved by him. His character appeared to be 
that of a rnan of a mild and moderate disposition, 
and suffered the administration of affairs to be 
generally done by others under him. He was 
averse to much meddling with the public, nor 
had shrewdness enough to govern a kingdom: 
and both Antipater and Herod came to their 

f reatness by reason of his mildness, and at last 
e met with such an end from them as was not 
agreeable either to justice or piety. 

5. Nov/ Herod, as soon as he put Hyrcanusout 
of the way, made haste to Csesar; and because 
he could not have any hopes of kindness from 
him, on account of the friendship he had for 
Antony, he had a suspicion of Alexandra, lest 
she should take this opportunity to bring the 
multitude to a revolt, and introduce a sedition 
into the affairs of the kingdom; so he committed 
the care of every thing to his brother Pheroras, 
and placed his mother Cypros, and his sister 
[Salome,] and the whole family, at JYIassada, and 
gave him a charge, that if he should hear any 
cad news about him, he should take care of the 
government: but as to Mariamne his wife, be¬ 
cause of the misunderstanding between her and 
his sister, and his sister’s mother, which made it 
impossible for them to live together, he placed 
her at Alexandrium, with Alexandra her mother, 
and left his treasurer Joseph, and Sohemus of 
Iturea, to take care of that fortress. These two 
had been very faithful to him from the beginning, 
and were now left as a guard to the womeo. 
They also had it in charge, that if they should 
hear any mischief had befallen him, they should 
kill them both, and as tar as they were able to 
preserve the kingdom for his sons, and for his 
Brother Pheroras. 

6. When he had given them this charge, he 
made haste to Rhodes, to meet Ctesar; and when 
he had sailed to that city, he took off his diadem, 
but remitted nothing else of his usual dignity: 
and when, upon his meeting him, he desired that 
he would let him speak to him, he therein ex¬ 
hibited a much more noble specimen of a great 
soul, for he did not betake himself to supplica¬ 
tions, as men usually do upon such occasions, nor 
offered him any petition, as if he were an of¬ 
fender, but, after an undaunted manner, gave an 
account of what he had done; for he spake thus 
to Caesar, that “he had the greatest friendship 
for Antony, and did every thing he could that 
he might attain the government: that he was 
not indeed in the army with him, because the 
Arabians had diverted him, but that he had sent 
him both money and corn, which was but too lit¬ 
tle in comparison of what he ought to have done 
for him; for if a man owns himself to be an¬ 
other’s friend, and knows him to be a benefactor, 
he is obliged to hazard every thing, to use every 
faculty of his soul, every member of bis body, 
and all the wealth he hath, for him, in which I 
confess l have been too deficient. However, I 
am conscious to myself, that so far I have done 
right, that I have not deserted him upon his de¬ 
feat at Actium; nor upon the evident change of 
his fortune have 1 transferred my hopes from 
him to another, but have preserved myself, 
though not as a valuable fellow-soldier, yet cer¬ 
tainly as a faithful counsellor to Antony, when I 
demonstrated to him that the only wav that he 
had to save himself, and not to lose all his autho¬ 
rity, was to slay Cleopatra; for when she wag 
once dead, there would be room for him to retain 
his authority, and rather to bring thee to make 
a composition with him. J than to continue at 
enmity any longer. None of which advices 
would he attend to, but preferred his own rash 
resolutions before them, which have happened 
unprofitable for him, but profitably for thee. 
Now therefore, in case thou detenuinest about 
roe, and my alacrity in serving Antony, accord¬ 


ing to thy anger at him, I own there is no room 
for me to deny what I have done, nor will I be 
ashamed to own, and that publicly too, that I had 
a great kindness for him: but if thou wilt put 
him out of the case, and only examine how I be¬ 
haved myself to my benefactors in general, and 
what sort of friend I am, thou wilt find by ex¬ 
perience that we shall do and be the same to thy¬ 
self, for it is but changing the names, and the 
firmness of friendship that we shall bear to thee 
will not be disapproved by thee.” 

7. By this speech, and by his behavior, which 
showed Caesar the frankness of his mind, he 
greatly gained upon him, who was himself of a 
generous and magnificent temper, insomuch that 
those very actions, which were the foundation of 
the accusation against him, procured him Cae¬ 
sar’s good-will. Accordingly he restored him 
his diadem again; and encouraged him to ex¬ 
hibit himself as great a friend to himself as he 
had been to Antony, and then had him in great 
esteem. Moreover, he added this, that Quintus 
Didius had written to him, that Herod had very 
readily assisted him in the affair of the gladia¬ 
tors. So when he had obtained such a kind re¬ 
ception, and had, beyond all his hopes, procured 
his crown to be more entirely and firmly settled 
upon him than ever by Caesar’s donation, as well as 
by that decree of the Romans, which Caesar took 
care to procure for his greater security, he con¬ 
ducted Caesar on his way to Egypt, and made 

P resents even beyond his ability, to both him and 
is friends, and in general behaved himself with 
great magnanimity. He also desired that Caesar 
would not put to death one Alexander, who had 
been a companion of Antony; but Caesar had 
sworn to put him to death, and so he could not 
obtain that his petition: and now he returned to 
Judea again with greater honor and assurance 
than ever, and affrighted those that had expecta¬ 
tions to the contrary, as still acquiring from hit 
very dangers greater splendor than before, by 
the tavor of Cod to him. So he prepared for 
the reception of Csesar, as he was going out of 
Syria to invade Egypt; and when lie came, he 
entertained him at Ptoleniais with all royal mag¬ 
nificence. He also bestowed presents on the 
army, and brought them provisions in abundance. 
He also proved to be one of C<esar’s most cordial 
friends, and put the army in array, and rode along 
with Caesar, and had a hundred and fifty men, 
well appointed in all respects, after a rich aod 
sumptuous manner, for the better reception of 
him and his friends. He also provided them 
with what they should want, as they passed over 
the dry desert, insomuch that they lacked neither 
wine nor water, which last the soldiers stood in 
the greatest need of, and besides, he presented 
Caesar with eight hundred talents, and procured 
to himself the good-will of them all, because he 
was assisting to them in a much greater and 
more splendid degree than the kingdom he had 
obtained could afford, by which means he more 
and more demonstrated to Caesar the firmness of 
his friendship, and his readiness to assist him; 
and what was the greatest advantage to him was 
this, that his liberality came at a seasonable time 
also: and when they returned again out of Egypt 
his assistances were noway inferior to the good 
offices he had formerly done them. 

CHAP. VII. 

How Herod slew Sohemus and Jfariamne, and, 
afterward Alexandra and Costobarus, and his 
most intimate Friends , a/uf at last the Sons of 
Babas also. 

$ 1. However, when he come into his king¬ 
dom again, he found his house all in disorder, 
and his wife, Mariamne, and her mother, Alex¬ 
andra, very uneasy; for, as they supposed, what 
was easy to be supposed, that they were not put 
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iolo that fortress [Alexandrium] for the security 
of tbeir persons, but as into a garrison for their 
imprisonment, and that they bad no power over 
any thing, either of others or of their own af¬ 
fairs, they were very uneasy; and Mariamne, 
supposing that the king’s love to her was but 
hypocritical, and rather pretended, as advanta¬ 
geous to himself, than real, she looked upon it as 
fallacious. She also was grieved that he would 
not allotv her any hopes of surviving him, if he 
should come to any narm himself. She also re¬ 
collected what commands he had formerly given 
to Joseph, insomuch that she endeavored to 
please her keepers, and especially Sohemus, as 
well apprized now all was in his power. And at 
the first Sohemus was faithful to Herod, and 
neglected none of the things he had given him 
in charge; but when the women, by kind words 
and liberal presents, had gained his affections 
over to them, he was by degrees overcome, and 
at length discovered to them all the king’s in¬ 
junctions, and this on that account principally, 
that he did not so much as hope lie would come 
back with the same authority he had before, so 
that he thought he should both escape any dan¬ 
ger from bim, and supposed that he did hereby 
much gratify the women, who were likely not to 
be overlooked in the settling of the government, 
nay, that they would be able to make him abun¬ 
dant recompense, since they must either reign 
themselves, or be very near to him that should 
reign. He had a further ground of hope also, 
that though Herod should have all the success 
he could wish for, and should return again, he 
could not contradict his wife in what she desired, 
for he knew that the king's fondness for his wife 
was inexpressible. These were the motives that 
drew Sonemus to discover what injunctions had 
been given him. So Mariamne was greatly dis¬ 
pleased to hear that there was no end of the dan¬ 
gers she was under from Herod, and was greatly 
uneasy at it. and wished he might obtain no 
favors [from Ctesar,] and esteemed it almost 
an insupportable task to live with him any long¬ 
er; ana this she afterward openly declared, with¬ 
out concealing her resentment. 

2. And now Ilerod sailed home with joy, at 
the unexpected good success he had had, and 
went first of all, as was proper, to this his wife, 
and told her, and her only, the good news, as 
preferring her before the rest, on account of his 
fondness for her, and the intimacy there had 
been between them, and saluted her; but so it 
happened, that as he told her of the good suc¬ 
cess he had had, she was so far from rejoicing ai 
it, that she rather was sorry for it; nor was she 
able to conceal her resentments; but, depending 
on her dignity, and the nobility of her birth, in 
return for his salutations she gave a groan, and 
declared evidently that she rather grieved than 
rejoiced at his success; and this till Herod was 
disturbed at her, as affording him not only marks 
of her suspicion, but evident signs of her dis¬ 
satisfaction. This much troubled him, to see 
that this surprising hatred of his wife to him was 
not concealed, but open; and he took this so ill, 
and yet was so unable to bear it, on account of 
the loudness he had for her, that he could not 
continue Ions: in any one mind; bit sometimes 
was angry at her, and sometimes reconciled him¬ 
self to her; but by always changing one passion 
for another, he was still in great uncertainty. 
And thus was he entangled between hatred and 
love, and was frequently disposed to inlliet pu¬ 
nishment on Im r for 1 m r indolence towards him; 
but being deeply in love with her in his soul, he 
was not able to get quit of this woman. In short, 
as he would gladly have her punished, so was 
he afraid lest, ere lie were aware, he should, by 
putting her to death, bring n heavier punishment 
upon himself at the same time. 

3. When Herod's sister and mother perceived 
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that he was in this temper with regard to Ma- 
riamne, they thought they had now got an 
excellent opportunity to exercise their haired 
against her, and provoked Ilerod to wrath by 
telling him such long stories and calumnies about 
her, as might at once excite his hatred and his 
jealousy. Now, though he willingly enough heard 
their words, yet had not he cuurage enough to do 
any thing to her, as if he believed them, but 
still he became worse and worse disposed to her, 
and these ill passions were more and more in¬ 
flamed on both sides, while she did not hide her 
disposition towards him, and he turned his love 
to her into wrath against her. But when he was 
just going to put this matter past all remedy, he 
heard the news that Caesar was the victor in the 
war, and that Antony and Cleopatra were both 
dead, and that he had conquered Egypt, where¬ 
upon he made haste to go to meet Ctesar, and left 
the affairs of his family in their present state. 
However, Mariamne recommended Sohemus to 
him, as he was setting out on his journey, and 
rofessed that she owed him thanks for the care 
c had taken of her, and asked of the king for 
him a place in the government; upon which an 
honorable employment w j as bestowed upon him 
accordingly. Now, when Herod was come into 
Egypt, he was introduced to C:rsar with great 
freedom, as already a friend of his, and received 
very great favors from him; for he made him 
a present of those four hundred Galatians who 
had been Cleopatra’s guards, and restored that 
country to him again, which by’ her means had 
been taken away from him. He also added to 
his kingdom, Gadara, Hippos, and Samaria; and, 
besides these, the maritime cities, Gaza, An- 
thedon, Joppa, and Strato’9 Tower. 

4. Upon these new acquisitions, he grew more 
magnificent, and conducted Ctesar as far as An¬ 
tioch; but upon his return, as much as his pros¬ 
perity was augmented by the foreign additions 

(lint had hr>pn mode him, oo miirh ihe greotor 

were the distresses that came upon him in his 
own family, and chiefly in the affair of his wife, 
w'herein he formerly appeared to have been most 
of all fortunate; for the affection he had for Ma- 
riamue was noway inferior to the affections of 
such as are on that account celebrated in history, 
and this very justly. As for her, she was in 
other respects a chaste woman, and faithful to 
him; yet had she somewhat of a woman rough 
by nature, and treated her husband imperiously 
enough, because, she saw he was so fond of her 
as to be enslaved to her. She did not also con¬ 
sider seasonably with herself that she lived 
under a monarchy, and that she was at another's 
disposal, and accordingly would behave herself 
after a saucy manner to him, which yet he 
usually put off in a jesting way, and bore with 
moderation and good temper. She would also 
expose his mother and his sister openly, on 
account of the meanness of their birth, and would 
speak unkindly of them, insomuch, that there 
wns before this a disagreement and unpardonable 
hatred among the women, and it was now come 
to greater reproaches of one another than for¬ 
merly, which suspicions increased, and lasird a 
whole year after Ilerod returned from Ca?sar. 
However, these misfortunes, which had been 
kept under some decency for a great while, 
burst out all at once upon such an occasion as 
was now offered; for as the king one day about 
noon was laid down on his bed to rest him, he 
called for Mariamne, out of the great aflection he 
had always for her. She came in accordingly, 
but would not lie down bv him: and when he was 
very desirous of her company, she showed her 
contempt of him ; and added, by way of reproach,* 

* Whereas Mariamne is bore represented as reproach* 
Ing Ilerod with the murder of her faiher [Alexander,] 
as Well as her brother [Ariatobufus,] while it was her 
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that he had caused her father and her brother to 
be slain. And when he took this injury very 
unkindly, and was ready to use violence to her, 
in a precipitate manner, the king’s sister, Salome, 
observing that he was more than ordinarily dis¬ 
turbed, sent in to the king his cup-bearer, who 
had been prepared long beforehand for such a 
design, and bade him tell the king, how JVlari- 
amne had persuaded him to give bis assistance 
in preparing a love potion for him; and if he ap¬ 
pear to be greatly concerned, and to ask what 
that love potion was? to tell him, that she had 
the potion, and that he was desired only to give 
it him: but that in case he did not appear to be 
much concerned at this potion, to let the thing 
drop, and that if he did so, no harm should 
thereby come to him. When she had given him 
these instructions, she sent him in at this time to 
make such a speech. So he went in, after a 
composed manner, to gain credit to what he 
should say, and yet somewhat hastily, and said, 
that “Mariamne had given him presents, and 
persuaded him to give him a love potion.” And 
when this moved the king, he said, that ‘‘this 
love potion was a composition that she had given 
him, whose effects he did not know, which was 
the reason of his resolving to give him this in¬ 
formation, as the safest course he could take, 
both for himself and for the king.” When Herod 
heard what he said, and was in an ill disposition 
before, his indignation grew more violent; and 
he ordered that eunuch of Mariamne who was 
most faithful to her, to be brought to torture 
about this potion, as well knowing it was not pos¬ 
sible that any thing small or great could be clone 
without him. And when the man was under the 
utmost agonies, he could 9ay nothing concerning 
the thing he was tortured about, but so far he 
knew that Mariamne’s hatred against him was 
occasioned by somewhat that Sohemtis had said 
to her. Now, as he was saying this, Herod cried 
out aloud, and said, that “Sohemus, who had 
been at all other times most faithful to him, and 
to his government, would not have betrayed 
what injunctions he had given him, unless he had 
had a nearer conversation than ordinary with 
Mariamne." So he gave order that Sohemus 
should be seized on and slain immediately; but 
he allowed his wife to take her trial; and got 
together those that were most faithful to him, 
and laid an elaborate accusation against her for 
this love potion and composition, wtiicli had been 
charged upon her by way of calumny only. 
However, he kept no temper in what lie said, 
and was in too great a passion for judging* well 
about this matter. Accordingly, when the court 
was at length satisfied that he was so resolved, 
they passed the sentence of death upon her: hut 
when the sentence was passed upon her, this 
temper was suggested hy himself, and by some 
others of the court, that she. should uot he thus 
hastily nut to death, but be laid in prison in one 
of the fortresses belonging to the kingdom: but 
Salome and her party labored hard to have the. 
woman put to death; an 1 they prevailed with 
the king to do so, and advised this out of caution, 
lest the multitude should be tumultuous if she 
were suffered to live; and thus was Mariamne 
led to execution. 

5. When Alexandra observed how things went, 
and that there were small hopes that she herself 
should escape the like treatment from llerod, 
she changed her behavior to quite the reverse 
of what might have been expected from her 
former boldness, and this after a very indecent 
manner: for out of her desire to show how en¬ 
tirely ignorant she was of thejcrimes laid against 
Mariamne, she leaped out of her place, and re- 

grandfather Hyrcanus, and not her father Alexander, 
whom lie caused to he slain, (as Josephus himself in¬ 
forms U9,cb. vi. sect. 2,) we must cither take Zouara’s 


proached her daughter in tne hearing of all the 
people; and cried out, that ‘‘she had been an ill 
woman and ungrateful to her husband, and .r.at 
her punishment came justly upon her, for such 
her insolent behavior, for that she had not made 
proper returns to him who had been their com¬ 
mon benefactor.” And when she had for some 
time acted after this hypocritical manner, and 
been so outrageous as to tear her hair, this in¬ 
decent and dissembling behavior, as was to be 
expected, was greatly condemned by the rest of 
the spectators, as it was principally by the poor 
woman who was to suffer; for at the first she gave 
her not a word, nor was discomposed at her 
peevishness, and only looked at her; yet did she, 
out of a greatness of soul, discover fier concern 
for her mother’s offence, and especially for her 
exposing herself in a manner so unbecoming 
her; but as for herself, she went to her death 
with an unshaken firmness of mind, and without 
changing the color of her face, and thereby 
evidently discovered the nobility of her descent 
to the spectators, even in the last moments of 
her life. 

6. And thus died Mariamne, a woman of an 
excellent character, both for chastity and great¬ 
ness of soul; but she wanted moderation, and 
had too much of contention in her nature, yet 
had she all that can be said in the beauty of her 
body, and her majestic appearance in conversa¬ 
tion; and thence arose tne greatest part of the 
occasions why she did not prove so agreeable to 
the king, nor live so pleasantly with him, as she 
might otherwise have done; for while she was 
most indulgently used by the king, out of his 
fondness toiler, and did not expect that he could 
do any hard thing to her.shetook too unbounded 
a liberty. Moreover, that which most afflicted 
her was, what he had done to her relations; and 
she ventured to speak of all they had suffered 
by him, and at last greatly provoked hoth the 
king’s mother and sister, till they became ene¬ 
mies to her; and even he himself also did the 
same, on whom alone she depended for her ex¬ 
pectations of escaping the last of punishments. 

7. But when she was once dead, the king’s 
affections for her were kindled in a more out¬ 
rageous manner than before, whose old passion 
for her we have already described; for his love 
to her was not of a calm nature, nor such as we 
usually meet with among other husbands, for at 
its commencement it was of an enthusiastic kind 
nor was it by their long cohabitation, and free 
conversation together, brought under his power 
to manage; but at this time his love to Mariamne 
seemed to seize him in such a peculiar manner, 
as looked like divine vengeance upon him for 
the taking away her life, for he would frequently 
call for her, ami frequently lament for her in a 
most indecent manner. Moreover, he be thought 
him of every thing he could make use of to divert 
his mind from thinking of her, and contrived 
feasts and assemblies for that purpose, but no¬ 
thing would suffice; he therefore laid aside tlte 
administration of public ntfairs, and was so far 
conquered by his passion, that lie would order 
his servants to call for Mariamne, as if she wero 
still alive, an I could still hear them. And when 
lie was in this way, three arose a pestilential 
disease, that carried off the greatest part of the 
multitude, and of his best and most esteemed 
friends, and made all men suspect that this was 
brought upon them by the anger of God, for the 
injustice that hail been done \o Mariamne. This 
circumstance affected the king still more, till at 
length he forced himself to go into desert places, 
and there, under pretence of going n hunting, 
bitterly afllicted himself; yet had he not borne 

reading, which is here grandfather rightly, or else we 
must, rs l>efore, ch. i. serl. t, allow a slip of Joaeplius’t 
pen or memory in the place before us 
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his grief there nnny days before lie fell into a 
most dangerous distemper himself: he had an in¬ 
flammation upon him, and a pain in the hinder part 
of his head, joined ivilli madness; and for the 
remedies that were used, they did him no good 
at all, but proved contrary to his case, and so at 
length brought him to despair. All the physi¬ 
cians also that were about him, partly because 
the medicines they brought for his recovery could 
not at all conquer the disease, and partly because 
his diet could be no other than what his disease 
inclined him to, desired him to eat whatever he 
had a mind to, and so left the small hones they 
had of his recovery in the power of that diet, 
and committed him to fortune. And thus did his 
distemper go on while he was at Samaria, now 
called b’ebaste. 

8. Aow Alexandra abode at this time in Jeru¬ 
salem, aud being informed what condition Herod 
was in, she endeavored to get possession of the 
fortiti&l places that were about the city, which 
were two, the one belonging lo the city itself, 
the other belonging to the temple; and those 
that could get them into their hands had the 
whole nation under their power, for without the 
command of them it was not possible to offer 
their sacrifices; and to think of leaving ofl those 
sacrifices, is to every Jew plainly impossible, 
who are still more ready to lose their lives than 
to leave ofl'that diving worship which they have 
been wont to pay unto God. Alexandra, there¬ 
fore, discoursed with those that had the keeping 
of these strong holds, that it was proper for them 
to deliver the same to her, and to Herod’s sons, 
lest, upon his death, any other person should 
seize upon the government; and that upon his 
recovery none could keep them more saiely for 
him than those of his own family. These words 
were not by them at all taken in good part; and 
as they had been in former times faithful [to 
Herod,] they resolved to continue so more than 
ever, both because they hated Alexandra, and 
because they thought it a sort of impiety to de¬ 
spair of Herod’s recovery while he was yet 
alive, for they had been his old friends; and one 
of them, whose name was Aehiabus, was his 
Cousin-german. They sent messengers, there¬ 
fore, to acquaint him with Alexandra’s design; 
so lie made no longer delay, but gave orders to 
have tier slain; yet was it still with difficulty, 
and after he had endured great pain, that he got 
clear of his distemper. He was still sorely af¬ 
flicted both in mind and body, and made very un¬ 
easy, anti readier than ever upon all occasions to 
inlhct punishment upon those that fell under his 
hand, tie also slew the most intimate of his 
friends, Costobnrus, and Lvsimachus and Gudins, 
who was also called Aiilipat, r;a> also Dosilhcus, 
and that upon the following occasion. 

y. Coslobaru* was an Kitimean by birth, and 
one of principal dignity' among them, and one 
whose ancestors had bion priests to the Ko/.e, 
whom the ldumrnns had I formeily] esteemed as 
a god; but aft< r llyrcnnus had made a change in 
then political government, and made them re¬ 
ceive the Jewish customs and law, Herod made 
Cost burns governor of Idumea and Gaza, and 
gave .<ii i hi-i sister Salome to wife; au-J this was 
upon hi-. shughUr of his uncle] Joseph, who 
had i .vt g< vtrniiient before, as we have n luted 
alre. y. Winn (*o-tob mis I..id gotten to be »o 

* Jirrc in a p'ain exnmp'o of n Jewish lady civile* n 
bill o' ibvori'e to * or hushaud, tliouchiu l ho dnysufJo- 
sop ms i» was not by Imp Jo vs esteemed lawful for n 
worn: ii so lo do. See Hie like it linin'* I he 1’nri hian.s, 
Ann |. '*. .with rh. lx. n ti. d. However, the Christian 
law, when h allowed divur e for adultery, .Matt. v. 
allowed tl e Ininren! wife to dwirre her euilty hus¬ 
band ns well s tin inno cut I uslinnd to divorce his 
ffnilty wife, a a nc learn f mn lie *' ep'ierd of Reruns, 
Mand. i*. iv. n *d f'oin the fCroml apology of Jnslin 
Martjr. vv ere n perseHi'ioti win* hron-Dit upon I lie 
Chri U..n« upon sun- a divorce; and I think ti e Roman 
laws permitted it at that time, as well as the laws of 


highly advanced, it pleased him, and was more 
than lie hoped for, and he was more and more 
pulled up by his good success, and in a little 
wnile he exceeded all bounds, and did not think 
fit to obey what Herod, as their ruler, command¬ 
ed him, or that the Idumeans should make use of 
the Jewish customs, or be subject to them. He 
therefore sent to Cleopatra, and informed her 
that the Idumeans had been always under his 
progenitors, and that for the same reason it was 
but just that she should desire that country for 
him of Antony, for that he was ready to transfer 
his friendship to her; and this he did, not be¬ 
cause he was better pleased to be under Cleopa¬ 
tra’s government, but because he thought that, 
upon the diminution of Herod’s power, it would 
not be difficult for him to obtain himself the en¬ 
tire government over the Idumeans, an 1 some¬ 
what more also; for he raised his hopes still 
higher, as hav ing no small pretences, both bv hit 
birth and by those riches which he had gotten 
by his constant attention to filthy lucre; and ac¬ 
cordingly it was not a small matter that he aim¬ 
ed at. So Cleopatra desired this country of An¬ 
tony, but failed of her purpose. An account of 
this was brought to Herod, who was thereupon 
ready to kill Costobnrus, yet upon the entreaties 
of his sister and mother, he forgave him, and 
vouchsafed to pardon him entirely, though he 
still had a suspicion of him afterward lor this 
his attempt. 

10. Hut some time afterward, when Salome 
happened to quarrel with Costobarus, she sent 
him a bill of divorce,* and dissolved her mar¬ 
riage with him, though this was not nccording to 
the Jewish laws; for with vis it is lawful for a 
husband to do so; but a wife, if she departs from 
her husband, cannot of herself be married to an¬ 
other, unless her former husband put her away. 
However, Salome chose not to follow the law of 
her country, but the law of her authority, and so 
renounced her wedlock; and told her brother 
Herod, that she left her husband out of her good¬ 
will to him, because she perceived that he, vvilh 
Antipatf r, and Lysimuchus, and Dositheus, were 
raiding a sedition against him: as an evidence 
whe reof, she alleged the case of the sons of Ha¬ 
lvas, that they had been by him preserved nlive 
already for the interval of tvvi Ivc. years; which 
proved to be true. Hut when Herod thus unex¬ 
pectedly heard of it, he was greatly surprised at 
it, and was the more surprised, because the re¬ 
lation appeared incredible to him. As for the 
fact relating to these sons of Babas, Herod bad 
formerly taken great pains to bring them to pu¬ 
nishment, as being enemi *s to his government, 
but they were now forgotten by him, on account 
of the h ngtli of time [since he had ordered them 
to he slain.] Now, tnc cause of his ill-will and 
hatred to them arose hence, that while Antigo- 
ims was king, Herod with his army besieged tho 
city of J« ru-alem, where the distress and mise¬ 
ries which the besieged endured were so press¬ 
ing, that ihc greater number of them invited 
llerod into the city, nnd already placed their 
hopes on him. Now, the sons of Babas were of 
great dignity, and had power among the multi¬ 
tude, and wa re f'ithful to Antigonus, and were 
always raising calumnies again*! Herod, and en¬ 
couraged the people to preserve the government 
to that rujnl family which held it by inheritance. 

Christianity. Now this Hahns, who was one of Hie 
rmcofilu* Asmoneims or Mac.cnha s, as the latter end 
of this section informs us, isre'ntrd liy LJ.e Jews,! s Dr. 
Hudson I ere remarks, to have I een so eminently reli¬ 
gious in the Jewish way, that except the day foHovving 
t! e tenth of Tisri, the great day of atonement. vv» cn lie 
seems io have supposed all his sins enthely forgiven, 
he used every day of the whole, year to otter n sacrifice 
for his sms of iffnornnre,or such as he supposed lie had 
hrmi cuiltv of, hut did not distinctly rcinem’cr. Sec 
somewhat like It of Agrippa the Great, A nth], b. xix. ch 
iii. see). *J; aud Job i. ■*, 5. 
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So these men acted thus politically, and, as they 
thought, for their own advantage; but when the 
city was taken, and Herod had gotten the go¬ 
vernment into his own hands, and Costobarus 
was appointed to hinder men from passing out at 
the gates, and to guard the city, that those citi¬ 
zens that were guilty, and of the party opposite 
to the king, might not get out of it, Costobarus 
being sensible that the sons of Babas were had 
in respect and honor by the whole multitude, 
and supposing that their preservation might be 
of great advantage to him in the changes of go¬ 
vernment afterward, he set them by themselves, 
and concealed them in his own farms; and when 
the thing was suspected, he assured Herod upon 
oath that he really knew nothing of that matter, 
and so overcame the suspicions that lay upon 
him; nay, after that, when the king had publicly 
proposed a reward of the discovery, and nad put 
in practice all sorts of methods for searching out 
this matter, he would not confess it, but being 
persuaded that when he had at first denied it, if 
the men were found, he should not escape unpu¬ 
nished, he was forced to keep them secret, not 
only out of his good-will to them, but out of a ne¬ 
cessary regard to his own preservation also; 
but when the king knew the thing by his sister’s 
information, he sent men to the places where he 
had the intimation they were concealed, and or¬ 
dered both them, and those that were accused as 
guilty with them, to be slain, insomuch that 
there were no*v none at all left of the kindred of 
Hyrcanus, and the kingdom was entirely in lie- 
rod’s own power, and there was nobody remain¬ 
ing of sucn dignity as could put a stop to what 
be did agaiust the Jewish laws. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How Ten Men of the Citizens [of Jerusalem ] 
made a Conspiracy against Herod, for the fo¬ 
reign Practices he had introduced , which was a 
Transgression of the Laws of their Country. 
Concerning the building of Sebaste and Casa- 
rea , and other Edifices of Herod. 

\ 1. Ox this account it was that Herod revolt¬ 
ed from the laws of his country, and corrupted 
their ancient constitution, by the introduction of 
foreign practices, which constitution yet ought to 
have been preserved inviolable; by which means 
we became guilty of great wickedness after¬ 
ward, while those religious observances which 
used to lead the multitude to piety, were now 
neglected: for, in the first place, lie appointed 
solemn games to be celebrated every fifth year 
in honor of Cassar, and built a theatre at Jeru¬ 
salem, as also a very great amphitheatre in the 
plain. Both of them were indeed co>tly works 
but opposite to the Jewish notions; for we have 
had no such shows delivered down to us as fit to 
be used or exhibited by us; yet did lie celebrate 
these games every five years, in the most solemn 
and splendid manner. He also made proclama¬ 
tion to the neighboring countries, and called 
men together out of every nation. The wres¬ 
tlers also, and the rest of those that strove for the 

f irizes in such games, were invited out of every 
and, both by the hopes of the rewards there to 
be bestowed, and bv the glory of victory to be 
there gained. So tfie principal persons that were 
the most eminent in these sorts of exercises, were 
gotten together, for there were very great re¬ 
wards for victory proposed, not only to those 
that performed their exercises naked, but to 
those that played as musicians also, and were 
called Thymelici; and he spared no pains to iu- 

* These crand plays, and shows, and Thymelici or 
music meetings, and chariot races, when the chariots 
were drawn hy two, three, or four pair ofhorses, &c. 
instituted hy Herod in his theatres, were sMU, as we see 
here, looked on hy the sober Jews as heathenish sports, 
and tending to corrupt tin* manners of the Jewish na¬ 
tion, and to bring them in love with Paganish Idolatry 


duce all persons, the most famous for such exer. 
cises, to come to this contest for victory. He 
also proposed no small rewards for those who 
ran tor the prizes in chariot races, wheo they 
were drawn bv two, or three, or four pair of 
horses. He also imitated every thing, though 
ever so costly or magnificent, in other nations, 
out of an ambition that he might give most pub¬ 
lic demonstration of his grandeur. Inscriptions 
also of the great actions of Caesar, and trophies 
of those nations which he had conquered in his 
wars, and all made of the purest gold and silver, 
encompassed the theatre itself: nor was there 
any thing that could be subservient to his design, 
whether it were precious garments or precious 
stones set in order, which was not also exposed 
to sight in these games. He had also made a 
great preparation of wild beasts, and of lions 
themselves in great abundance, and of such other 
beasts as were either of uncommon strength, or 
of such a sort as were rarely seen. These were 
prepared either to fight one with another, or that 
men who were condemned to death were to fight 
with them. And truly foreigners were greatly 
surprised and delighted at the vastness of the 
expenses here exhibited, and at the great dan¬ 
gers that were here seen; but to natural Jews, 
this was no better than a dissolution* of those 
customs for which they had so great a venera¬ 
tion. It appeared also no better thao an instance 
of barefaced impiety, to throw men to wild beasts, 
for the affording delight to the spectators; and 
it appeared an instance of no less impiety, to 
change their own laws for such foreign exer¬ 
cises; but, above all the rest, the trophies gave 
most distaste to the Jews; for as they imagined 
them to be images, included within the armor 
that hung round about them, they w T ere sorely 
displeased at them, because it was not the cus¬ 
tom of their couotry to pay honors to such 
images. 

2. Nor was Herod unacquainted with the dis¬ 
turbance they were under: and as he thought it 
unseasonable to use violence with them, so he 
spoke to some of them by way of consolation 
and in order to free them from that superstitious 
fear they were under; yet could not he satisfy 
them, but they cried out with oue accord, out of 
their great uneasiness at the offences they thought 
he had been guilty of, that although they should 
think of bearing all the rest, yet would they never 
bear images of men in their city, meaning the 
trophies, because this was disagreeable to the 
laws of their country. Now when Herod saw 
them in such a disorder, and that they would not 
easily change their resolution unless they re¬ 
ceived satisfaction in this point, he called to him 
the most eminent men among them, and brought 
them upon the theatre, and showed them the tro¬ 
phies, and asked them, what sort of things they 
took these trophies to be? and when they cried 
out, that they were the images of men. he gave 
order that they should be stripped of these out¬ 
ward ornaments which were about them, nod 
showed them the naked pieces of wood; which 
pieces of wood, now witnout any ornament*, be¬ 
came matter of great sport and laughter to them, 
because they had before always the ornaments or 
images themselves in derision. 

3. When therefore Herod had thus got clearof 
the multitude, and had dissipated the vehemency 
of passion under which they had been, the grrat- 
est part of the people were disposed to change 
their conduct, and not to be displeased at him any 
longer; but still some of them continued in their 
displeasure against him for the introduction of 

and Paganish rondurt of life, hut to the dissolution of 
the law of Moses; and accordingly were ereatly and 
justly condemned l>v them, as appears here and every 
where else in Josephus. Nor is the case of ou r modern 
masquerades, plays, operas, and the pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world, of any better tendency under 
Christianity. 
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new custom®, and esteemed the violation of the 
laws of their country as likely to be the origin ' 
of very great mischiefs to them, so that they | 
deemed it an instance of piety rather to hazard 
themselves [to be put to death,] than to seem as ! 
if they took no notice of Herod, who, upon the 
change in their government, introduced such 
customs, and that in a violent manner, which 
they had never been used to before; as indeed in 
retence a king, but in reality one that showed 
irme.lf an enemy to their whole nation; on which 
account ten men that were citizens [of Jerusa¬ 
lem] conspired together against him, and swore 
to one another to undergo any dangers in the at¬ 
tempt, and took daggers with them under their 
garments, [for the purpose of killing Herod.] 
Now there was a certain blind man among those 
conspirators, who had thus sworn one to another, 
oa account of the indignation he had against 
what he heard to have been done; he was not 
indeed able to afford the rest any assistance in 
the undertaking, but was ready to undergo any 
suffering with them, if so be they should come 
to any harm, insomuch, that he Became a very 
great encourager of the rest of the undertakers. 

4. When they had taken this resolution, and 
that by common consent, they went into the thea¬ 
tre, hoping that, in the first place,Herod himself 
could Dot escape them, as they should fall upon 
him so unexpectedly; and supposing, however, 
that if they missed him, they should kill a great 
many of those that were about him; and this re¬ 
solution they took, though they should die for it, 
in order to suggest to the king what injuries he 
had done to the multitude. These conspirators, 
therefore, standing thus prepared beforehand, 
went about their design with great alacrity; but 
there was one of those spies of Herod, that were 
appointed for such purposes, to fish out and in¬ 
form him of any conspiracies that should be made 
against him, who found out the whole affair, and 
told the king of it, as he was about to go into the 
theatre. So when he reflected on tne hatred which 
he knew the greatest part of the people bare him, 
and on the disturbances that arose upon every 
occasion, he thought this plot against him not to 
be improbable. Accordingly, he retired into his 
palace, and called those that were accused of this 
conspiracy before him by their several names; 
and as, upon the guards falling upon them, they 
were caught in the very fact, and knew they could 
not escape, they prepared themselves for their 
ends with all the decency they could, and so as 
not at all to recede from their resolute behavior; 
for they showed no shame for what they were 
about, nor denied it, but when they were seized, 
they showed their daggers, and professed, that 
the conspiracy they bad sworn to was a holy 
and a pious action; that what they intended to 
do was not for gain, or out of any indulgence 
to their passions, but principally for those com¬ 
mon customs of their country which all the Jews 
were obliged to observe, or to die for them. This 
is what these men said, out of their undaunted 
courage in this conspiracy. So they were led 
away to execution bv the king’s guards that stood 
about them, and patiently underwent nil the tor¬ 
ments indicted on them till they died. Nor was 
it long before that spy who had discovered them 
was seized on by some of the people, out of the 
hatred they bore to him, and was not only slain 
by them, but pulled to pieces limb from limb, 
and given to the dogs. This execution was seen 
by many of the citizens, yet would not one of 
them discover the doers of it, till upon Herod’s 
making a strict scrutiny after them, by bitter and 
severe tortures, certain women that tvere tortur¬ 
ed, confessed what they had seen done; the au¬ 
thors of which fact were so terribly punished by 
the king, that their entire families were destroy¬ 
ed for this their rash attempt; yet did not the 
obstinacy of the people, and that undaunted 
constancy they showed in the defence of their 


laws, make Herod any easier to them, but he still 
strengthened himself after a more secure man¬ 
ner, and resolved to encompass the multitude, 
every way, lest such innovations should end in an 
open rebellion. 

5. Since, therefore, he had now the city forti¬ 
fied by the palace in which he lived, and by the 
temple, which had a strong fortress by it, called 
Antonia, and was rebuilt by himself, he contri¬ 
ved to make Samaria a fortress for himself also 
against all the people, and called it Sebaste, sup¬ 
posing that this place would be a strong hold 
against the country, not inferior to the former. 
So he fortified that place, which was a day's 
journey distant from Jerusalem, and which 
would be useful to him in common, to keep both 
the country and the city in awe. He also built 
another fortress for the whole nation; it was of 
old called Strato’s Tower, but was by him named 
Caesarea. Moreover, he chose out some select 
horsemen, and placed them in the great plain; 
and built [for them] a place in Galilee, called 
Gaba, with Hesebonitis, in Perea. And these 
were the places which he particularly built, 
while he was always inventing somewhat farther 
for his own security, and encompassing the 
whole nation with guards, that they might by no 
means get from under his power, nor fall into 
tumults, which they did continually upon any 
small commotion; a’nd that if they did make any 
commotions he might know of it, while some of 
his spies might be upon them from the neigh¬ 
borhood, and might both be able to know what 
they were attempting, and to prevent it. And 
when he went about building the wall o! Sama¬ 
ria, he contrived to hring thither many of those 
that had been assisting to him in his wars, and 
many of the people in that neighborhood also, 
whom he made fellow-citizens with the rest. 
This he did out of an ambitious desire of building 
a temple, and out of a desire to make the city 
more eminent than it had been before, but prin¬ 
cipally because he contrived that it might at 
one- be for his own security, and a monument of 
his magnificence. He also changed its name, and 
called it Sebaste. Moreover, he parted the ad¬ 
joining country, which was excellent in its kind, 
among the inhabitants of Samaria, that they 
might be in a happy condition, upon their first 
coming to inhabit it. Besides all which, he en¬ 
compassed the city with a wall of great strength, 
and made use of the acclivity of the place for 
making its fortifications stronger; nor was the 
compass of the place made now so small as it 
had been before, but was such as rend« red it not 
inferior to the most famous cities; for it was 
twenty furlongs in circumference. Now, within 
nnd about the middle of it he built a sacred 
place, of a furlong and a half [in circuit,] and 
adorned it with all sorts of decoration*, and 
therein erected a temple, which was illustrious 
on account of both its largeness and beauty. 
And as to the several parts of the city, he adorned 
them with decorations of all sorts also; and as 
to what w-as necessary to provide for hi* own 
security, he made the walls very strong for that 
purpose, and made it. for the greatest part, a ci¬ 
tadel; and as to the elegance of the. buildings, it 
was taken care of also, that he might leave monu¬ 
ments of the fineness of his taste, and of his tc- 
ncficence, to future ages. 

CHAP. IX. 

Concerning- the Famine that happened in Judea 
and Syria; and how Herod , after he had mar - 
ried another Wife , rebuilt Casarca , and other 
Grecian Cities. 

} 1. Now on this very year, which was the 
thirteenth year of the reign of Herod, very great 
calamities came upon the country; whether they 
iv ere derived from the anger of God*; or whether 
this misery returns agaiu naturally in certain 
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periods of time;* for in the first place there 
were perpetual droughts, and for that reason the 
ground was barren, and did not bring forth the 
same quantity of fruits that it used to produce; 
and after this barrenness of the soil, that change 
of food which the want of corn occasioned, pro¬ 
duced distempers in the bodies of men, and a 
pestilential disease prevailed, one misery follow¬ 
ing upon the back of another; and the circum¬ 
stances, that they were destitute both of methods 
of cure and of food, made the pestilential dis¬ 
temper, which began after a violent manner, the 
more lasting. The destruction of men also after 
such a manner deprived those that survived of 
all their courage, because they had no way to 
provide remedies sufficient for the distresses they 
were in. When therefore the fruits of that year 
weie spoiled, and whatsoever they had laid up 
beforehand was spent, there was no foundation 
of hope for relief remaining, but the misery, con¬ 
trary to what they expected, still increased upon 
them; and this not only in that year, while they 
had nothing for themselves left at the end of it, 
but what seed they had sown perished also, by 
reason of the ground not yielding its fruits on 
the second year.f This distress they were in 
made them also, out of necessity, to eat many 
things that did not use to be eaten; nor was the 
king himself free from this distress any more 
than other men, as being deprived of that tri¬ 
bute he used to have from the fruits of the 
ground, and having already expended what mo¬ 
ney he had, in his liberality to those whose cities 
he had built; nor had he any people that were 
worthy of his assistance, since this miserable 
state of things had procured him the hatred of 
his subjects, for it is a constant rule, that misfor¬ 
tunes are still laid to the account of those that 
govern. 

2. In these circumstances he considered with 
himself how to procure some seasonable help; 
but this was a hard thing to be done, while their 
neighbors had no food to sell them, and their 
money also was gone, had it been possible to 
urchase a little food at a great price. However, 
e thought it his best way, by all means, not to 
leave on his endeavors to assist his people; 
so he cut off the rich furniture that was in his 
alace, both of silver and gold, insomuch that he 
id not spare the finest vessels he had, or those 
that were made with the most elaborate skill 
of the artificers, but sent the money to Petronius, 
who had been made prefect of Egypt by Caesar; 
and as not a few had already fled to him under 
their necessities, and as he was particularly a 
friend to Herod, and desirous to have his subjects 
preserved, he gave leave to them in the first 
place to export corn, and assisted them every 
way, both in purchasing and exporting the same, 
so that he was the principal, if not the only 
person, who afforded them what help they had. 
And Herod taking care the people should under¬ 
stand that this help came from himself, did 
thereby not only remove from him the ill opinion 
of those that formerly hated him, but gave them 
the greatest demonstration possible of his good¬ 
will to them, and care of them; for in the first 
place, as for those who were able to provide 
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their own food, he distributed to them their pro¬ 
portion of corn in the exactest manner, but for 
those many that were not allc, either by reason 
of their old age, or any other infirmity, to pro¬ 
vide food for themselves, he made this provision 
for them, that the bakers should make their 
bread ready for them. He also took care that 
they might not be hurt by the dangers of winter, 
since they were in great want of clothing also, 
by reason of the utter destruction and consump¬ 
tion of their sheep and goats, till they had no 
wool to make use of, nor any thing else to cover 
themselves withal. And when he had procured 
these things for his own subjects, he went far¬ 
ther, in order to provide necessaries for their 
neighbors, and gave seed to the Syrians, which 
thing turned greatly to his own advantage also, 
this charitable assistance being afforded most 
seasonably to their fruitful soil, so that everyone 
had now a plentiful provision of food. Upon the 
whole, when the harvest of the land was ap¬ 
proaching, he sent no fewer than fifty thousand 
men, whom he had sustained, into the country; 
by which means he both repaired the afflicted 
condition of his own kingdom with great gene¬ 
rosity and diligence, and lightened the afflictions 
of his neighbors, who were under the same ca¬ 
lamities, for there was nobody who had been in 
want, that was left destitute of a suitable as¬ 
sistance by him: nay, farther, there were neither 
any people, nor any cities, nor any private men 
who were to make provision for the multitudes, 
and on that account were in want of support,and 
had recourse to him, hut received what they 
stood in need of, insomuch, that it appeared upon 
a computation, that the number of cori of wheat, 
of ten Attic medimni apiece, that were given to 
foreigners, amounted to ten thousand, and the 
number that was given in his own kingdom was 
about fourscore thousand. A ow it happened that 
this care of his, and this seasonable benefaction, 
had such influence on the Jews, and was so 
cried up among other nations, as to wipe off that 
old hatred which his violation of some of their 
customs, during his reign, had procured him 
among all the nation; and that this liberality of 
his assistance in this their greatest necessity Was 
full satisfaction for all that lie had done of that 
nature, as it also procured him great fame among 
foreigners: and it looked as if these calamities 
that afflicted his land to a degree plainly incredi¬ 
ble, came in order to raise his glory, and to be 
to his great advantage, for the greatness of his 
liberality in these distresses, which he now de¬ 
monstrated beyond all expectation, did so change 
the disposition of the multitude towards him, 
that they were ready to suppose he had been 
from the beginning not such a one as they had 
found him to be by experience, hut such a one as 
the care he had taken of them in supplying their 
necessities proved him now to be. 

3. About this time it was that he sent five 
hundred chosen men out of the guards of his 
body as auxiliaries to Cmsar, whom /Elius Gal- 
lus led to the Red Sea,{ and who were of great 
service to him there. When therefore his affairs 
were thus improved, and were again in a flou¬ 
rishing condition, he built himself a palace in the 


* Here we have an eminent example of the language Pharaoh king of Egypt, anil now from Pclronius ihe 
of Josephus in his writing to Gentiles, different from prefect of Egypt, under Augustus the Human emperor, 
that when he wrote to Jews; in his writing to whom he See almost the like case, Antiq. h. xx. cli. ii. sect. 6. It 
still derives all such judgments from the anger of God; is also well worth our observation here, that these 
but because lie knew many of the Gentiles thought they two years were a Sabbatic year, and a year of Jubilee, 
might naturally come in certain periods, he complies for which Providence, during the theocracy, used to 
with them in the above sentence. Sec ilie note on the provide a triple crop beforehand, but became now. 
War, b. 1. cli. xxxiii. sect. 2. when the Jews had forfeited that blessing, the greatest 

f This famine that for two years affected Judea and years ot' famine to them ever since the days of Aliah, 1 
Syria, the 13th and 14th years of Herod, which are the Kings svii. xviii. 

23d and 24th years before the Christian era, seems to | This /Elins Gallns seems to be no other than /Elius 
have been more terrible during this time than was that Largos whom Dio speaks of ns conducting on expedi- 
ln the days of Jacob, Gen. xll xlii. And what makes tion that was about this time made into Arabia Felix, 
the comparison the more remarkable is this, that now according to Petnvius, who is here cited by Spnnheim. 
as well as then, the relief they had was from Egypt , See a full account of this expedition in Prideaux,nt the 
also; then from Josephus the governor of Egypt, under • years 23 and 24. 
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upper city, raising the rooms to a very great 
height, and adorning them with the most costly 
furniture of gold, and mnrble seats and beds, and 
these were so large, that they could contain 
very many companies of men. 1 hese apart¬ 
ments were also of distinct magnitudes, and had 
particular names given them, for one apartment 
was called Caesar’s, another Agrippa’s. lie also 
fell in love again, and married another wife, not 
su lie ring his reason to hinder him from living as 
he pleased. The occasion of this his marriage 
was as follows: there was one Simon, a citizen 
of Jerusalem, the son of one Boethus, a citizen of 
Alexandria, and a priest of great note there: this 
man had a daughter, who was esteemed the most 
beautiful woman of that time; and when the peo¬ 
ple of Jerusalem begnn to speak much in her 
commendation, it happened that Herod w’as much 
affected with what was said of her; and when he 
aaw the damsel he was smitten with her beauty, 
vet did he entirely reject the thoughts of using 
his authority to abuse her, as believing, what was 
the truth, that by so doing he should be stigma¬ 
tized for violence and tyranny; so he thought it 
best to take the damsel to wife. And while Simon 
was of a dignity too inferior to be allied to him, 
but still too considerable to be despised, he go¬ 
verned his inclinations after the most prudent 
manner, by augmenting the dignity of the family, 
and making them more honorable; 90 he imme¬ 
diately deprived Jesus, the son of Phabet, of the 
high priesthood, and conferred that dignity on 
Simon, and so joined in affinity with him [by 
marrying his daughter.] 

4. When this wedding was over, he built an¬ 
other citadel in that place where he had con¬ 
quered the Jews when ne was driven out of his 
government, and Antigonus enjoyed it. This ci¬ 
tadel is distant from Jerusalem about threescore 
furlongs. It was strong by nature, and fit for 
such a building. It is a sort of a moderate hill, 
raised to a farther height by the hand of man, 
till it wns of the shape of a woman's breast. It is 
encompassed with circular towers, and hath a 
strait ascent up to it, which ascent is composed 
of steps of polished stones, in number two hun¬ 
dred. Within it are royal and very rich apart¬ 
ments, of a structure that provided both for se¬ 
curity and for beauty. About the bottom there 
arc habitations of such a structure as are well 
worth seeing, both on other accounts, and also 
on account of the water, which is brought thither 
from a great way oft, and at vast expenses, for 
the place itself is destitute of water. The plain 
that is about this citadel is full of edifices, not 
inferior to any city in largeness, and having the 
hill above it in the nature of a castle. 

5. And now, when all Herod’s designs had suc¬ 
ceeded according to his hopes, he Triad not the 
least suspicion that any troubles could arise in 
his kingdom, because be kept his people obe¬ 
dient, us well by the fear they stood in of him, 
for he was implacable in the infliction of his pu¬ 
nishments, ns by the provident care he had show¬ 
ed towards them, after the most magnanimous 
manner, when they were under their distresses; 
but still he took care to have external security 

* One may here take notice, tlint how tyrannical nnd 
extrnvagnnt soever llnroil wns in himself, and in his 
Grecian cities, ns to those plays, nnd shows, nnd temples 
for idolatry, mentioned above, eh. viii.sect. 1, nnd here 
also, yet durst even he introduce very few of them into 
the cities of the Jews, who. ns Josephus here notes, 
would not even then tiuve borne them, sozcnlous were 
they still for many of the Inws of Moses, even under so 
tyrannical a government ns this was of llcroil the 
Great; which tyrannical government puts me natural¬ 
ly in mind of Dean l'ridcnux's honest reflection upon 
the like ambition, nflcr such a tyrnnnirnl power in 
Pompey and Crrsnr. “One of these,” says he, at the 
year 60,“ could not bear nil equal, nor the other a supe¬ 
rior; and through this ambitious humor, and thirst af¬ 
ter more power in these two men, the whole Roman eui- 
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for his government as a fortress against his sub¬ 
jects; for the orations he made to the cities were 
very fine, and full of kindness, and he cultivated 
a seasonable good understanding with their go¬ 
vernors, and bestowed presents on every one of 
them, inducing them thereby to be more friendly 
to him, and using his magnificent disposition, so 
as his kingdom might be the better secured to 
him, and this till all his affairs were every way 
more and more augmented. But then, this mag¬ 
nificent temper of his, and that submissive be¬ 
havior and liberality which he exercised to¬ 
wards Caesar, and the most powerful men of 
Rome, obliged him to transgress the customs cf 
his nation, and to set aside many of their laws, 
and by building cities after an extravagant man¬ 
ner, and erecting temples;* not in Judea indeed, 
for that would not have been borne, it being for¬ 
bidden for us to pay any honor to Images, or 
representations of nnimals, after the manner of 
the Greeks, but still he did thus in the country 
[properly] out of our bounds, and in the cities 
thereof. The apology which he made to the 
Jews for these things was this, that all was done, 
not out of his own inclinations, but by the com¬ 
mands and injunctions of others, in order to 
please Caesar and the Romans, as though he had 
not the Jewish customs so much in his eye as he 
had the honor of those Romans, while jet he 
had himself entirely in view all the while, and 
indeed was very ambitious to leave great monu¬ 
ments of his government to posterity; whence it 
was that he was so zealous in building such fine 
cities, and spent such vast sums of money upon 
them. 

6. Now, upon his observation of a place near 
the sea, which was very proper for containing a 
city, and was before called Strato’s Tower, he 
set about getting a plan for a magnificent city 
there, and erected many edifices with great dili¬ 
gence all over it, and this of white stone. He 
also adorned it with most sumptuous palaces, 
and large edifices for containing the people; and, 
what was the greatest and most laborious work 
of all, he adorned it with a haven, that was al¬ 
ways free from the waves of the sea. Its large¬ 
ness wa 3 not less than the Pyreuni [at Athens,] 
nnd had towards the city a double station for the 
ships. It was of excellent workmanship; and 
this was the more remarkable for its being built 
in a place that of itself wns not suitable to such 
noble structures, but was to be brought to perfec¬ 
tion by materials from other places, and at very 
great expenses. This city is situate in Phoenicia, 
in the passage by sea to Egypt, between Joppa 
and Dora, which are lesser maritime cities, and 
not fit for havens, on account of the impetuous 
south winds that beat upon them, which, rolling 
the sands that come from the sea against the 
shores, do not admit of ships lying in their sta¬ 
tion, but the merchants are generally there for¬ 
ced to ride at their anchors in the sea itself. So 
Herod endeavored to rectify this inconvenience, 
and laid out such a compass towards the land as 
might be sufficient for a haven, wherein the great 
ships might lie in safety; and this he. effected 
by letting down vast stones of above fifty feet 

pi re being divided Into two opposite fnctions, there was 
produced hereby the most destructive wnr that ever af¬ 
flicted it; and the like folly too much reigns in all other 
places. Could about thirty men lie persuaded to live at 
home in peace, without enterprising upon the rights of 
each other, for the vainglory ofconmicst, and tlieen- 
largcmcnl of power, the whole worlu might be at qui¬ 
et; but their mnbilion, their follies, nnd their humor, 
lending them constantly to encroach upon and quarrel 
with each ether, they involve all that are under them 
in the mischiefs thereof; and many thousands are they 
which yearly perish by it; so tlint it may almost raise 
n doubt, whether the benefit which the world receive* 
from government be sufficient tomakenmends for the 
caliunilicH which it Buffers from the follies, mistake® 
and maladministrations of those that manage it.” 
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m length, not less than eighteen in breadth, and 
nine in depth, into twenty fathoms deep, and as 
some were lesser, so were others bigger than 
those dimensions. This mole which he built by 
the sea-side was two hundred feet wide, the halt 
of which was opposed to the current of the 
waves, so as to keep off those waves which were 
to break upon them, and so was called Procymu- 
tia, or the first breaker of the waves, but the 
other half had upon it a wall, with several tow¬ 
ers, the largest of which was named Drusus, and 
was a work of very great excellence, and had 
its name from Drusus, the son-in-law of Cassar, 
who died young. There were also a great num¬ 
ber of arches where the mariners dwelt. There 
were also before them a quay [or landing-place,] 
which ran round the entire haven, and was a 
most agreeable walk to such as had a mind to 
that exercise; but the entrance or mouth of the 
port was made on the. north quarter, on which 
side was the stillest of the winds of all in thi3 
dace; and the basis of the whole circuit on the 
eft hand, as you enter the port, supported a 
round turret, which was made very strong, in 
order to resist the greatest waves, while on the 
right hand, as you enter, stood two vast stones, 
and those each of them larger than the turret, 
which was over against them: these stood up¬ 
right, and were joined together. Now there 
were edifices all along the circular haven, made 
of the most polished stone, with a certain eleva¬ 
tion, whereon was erected a temple, that was 
seen a great way off by those that were sailing 
for that haven, and had in it two statues, the one 
of Rome, and the other of Caesar. The city itself 
was called Caesarea, which was also itself built 
of fine materials, and was of a fine structure; 
nay, the very subterrauean vaults and cellars 
had no less of architecture bestowed on them 
than had the buildings above ground. Some of 
these vaults carried things at even distances to 
the haven and to the sea, but one of them ran 
obliquely, and bound all the rest together, that 
both the rain and the filth of the citizens were 
together carried off with ease, and the sea itself, 
upon the flux of the tide from without, came into 
the city, and washed it all clean. Herod also 
built therein a theatre of stone; and on the south 
quarter, behind the port, an amphitheatre also, 
capable of holding a vast number of men, and 
conveniently situated for a prospect to the sea. 
So this city was thus finished in twelve years;* 
during which time the king did not fail to go on 
both with the work, and to pay the charges that 
were necessary. 

CHAP. X. 

How Herod sent his Sons to Rome; how also he 
was accused by Zenodorus, and the Gadarens, 
but ivas cleared cf what they accused him of, 
and withal gained to himself the good-will of 
Ceesar. Concerning the Pharisees, the Essenes , 
and JSlanahem. 

5 1. When Herod was engaged in such mat¬ 
ters, and when he had already re-edified Sebaste 
[Samaria,] he resolved to send his sons Alex¬ 
ander and Aristobulus to Rome, to enjoy the 
company of Ca?sar, who, when they came thi¬ 
ther, lodged at the house of Pollio,f who was 
very fond of Herod’s friendship; and they had 
leave to lodge in Caesar’s own palace, for he re¬ 
ceived these sons of Herod with all humanity, 
and gave Herod leave to give his kingdom to 
which of his sons he pleased; and, besides all 
this, he bestowed on him Trachon, and Batanea, 

* Caesarea heing here said to be rebuilt and adorned 
in twelve years, and soon afterward, in ten years, Anliq. 
b. xvi. eh. v. sect. 1, there must he a mistake inone of 
the places as to the true number, hut in which of them 
it is hard positively to determine. 

t This Pollio, with whom Herod’s sons lived at Rome, 
wa9 not rolliothc Pharisee, already mentioned by Jo¬ 
sephus, cli.i. sect. 1, and again presently after this, ch. 
42 
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and Auranitis, which he gave him on the occasion 
following: one ZenodorusJ had hired what was 
called the house of Lysanias, who, as he was not 
satisfied with its revenues, became a partner 
with the robbers that inhabited the Trachones, 
and so procured himself a larger income; for the 
inhabitants of those places lived in a mad way, 
and pillaged the country of the Damascenes, 
while Zenodorus did not restrain them, hut par¬ 
took of the prey they acquired. Now, as the 
neighboring people were hereby great sufferers, 
they complained to Varro, who was then presi¬ 
dent [of Syria,] and entreated him to write to 
Caesar about this injustice of Zenodorus. When 
these matters were laid before Caesar, he wrote 
back to Varro to destroy those nests of robbers, 
and to give the land to Herod, that so by his care 
the neighboring countries might be no longer 
disturbed with these doings of the Trachonites, 
for it was not an easy thing to restrain them, 
since this way of robbery had been their usual 

f iractice, and they had no other way to get their 
iving, because they had neither any city of their 
own, nor lands in their possession, but only some 
receptacles and dens in the earth, and there they 
and their cattle lived in common together. How¬ 
ever, they had made contrivances to get pools of 
water, and laid up corn in granaries for them¬ 
selves, and were able to make great resistance, 
by issuing out on the sudden against any that 
attacked them; for the entrances of their caves 
were narrow, in which but one could come in at 
a time, and the places within incredibly large, 
and made very wide; but the ground over their 
habitations was not very high, but rather on a 
plain, while the rocks are altogether hard and 
difficult to be entered upon, unless any one gets 
into the plain road by the guidance of another, 
for these roads are not straight, but have several 
revolutions. But when these men are hindered 
from their wicked preying upon their neighbors, 
their custom is to prey upon one another, inso¬ 
much that no sort of injustice comes amiss to 
them. But when Herod had received this grant 
from Cassar, and was come into this country, he 
procured skilful guides, and put a stop, to their 
wicked robberies, and procured peace and quiet¬ 
ness to the neighboring people. 

2. Hereupon Zenodorus was grieved, in the 
first place, because his principality was taken 
away from him, and still more so, because he 
envied Herod, who had gotten it; so he went up 
to Rome to accuse him, but returned back again 
without success. Now Agrippa was [about this 
time] sent to succeed Caesar in the government 
of the countries beyond the Ionian sea, upon 
whom Herod lit when he was wintering about 
IMitylene, for he had been his particular friend 
and companion, and then returned into Judea 
again. However, some of the (iadarens came to 
Agrippa, and accused llerod, whom he sent back 
bound to the king without giving them the hear¬ 
ing: but still the Arabians, who of old bare ill- 
will to Herod’s government, were nettled, and at 
that time attempted to raise a sedition in his do¬ 
minions, and as they thought upon a more jus¬ 
tifiable occasion: for Zenodorus despairing al¬ 
ready of success, as to his own affairs, prevented 
[his enemies,] by selling to those Arabians a part 
of his principality, called Auranitis, for the value 
of fifty talents; but as this was included in the 
donations of Caesar, they contested the point 
with Herod, as unjustly deprived of what they 
had bought. Sometimes they did this by making 
incursions upon him, and sometimes by atteiupt- 

x. sect. -I, but Ausinius Pollio the Roman, as Spanheim 
here observes. 

J The. character of this Zenodorus is so like that of 
a famous robber of the same name in Strabo, and that 
about this very country, and about this very time also, 
that I think Or. Hudson hardly needed to 'have put a 
perhaps to his determination that they were the samo. 

• 
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ing force against him, and sometimes by going 
to law with him. Moreover, they persuaded the 
poorer soldiers to help them, and were trouble¬ 
some to him, out of a constant hope that they 
should seduce the people to raise a sedition; in 
which designs those that are in the most misera¬ 
ble circumstances of life, are still the most ear¬ 
nest; and although Herod had been a great 
while apprised of these attempts, yet did not he 
indulge any severity to them, but by rational 
methods aimed to mitigate things, as not willing 
to give any handle for tumults. 

3. Now when Herod had already reigned se¬ 
venteen years, Cresar came into Syria; at which 
time the greatest part of the inhabitants of Ga- 
dara clamored against Herod, as one that was 
heavy in his injunctions, and tyrannical. These 
reproaches they mainly ventured upon by the 
encouragement of Zenodorus, who took his oath 
that he would never leave Herod till he had pro¬ 
cured that they should be severed from Herod’s 
kingdom, and joined to Cresar’s province. The 
Gadarens were induced hereby, and made no 
small cry against him, and that the more boldly, 
because those that had been delivered up by 
Agrippa were not punished by Herod, who let 
them go, and did them no harm, for indeed he 
was the principal man in the world who appear¬ 
ed almost inexorable in punishing crimes in his 
own family, but very generous in remitting the 
offences that were committed elsewhere. And 
while they accused Herod of injuries, and plun¬ 
derings, and subversion of temples, he stood un¬ 
concerned, and was ready to make his defence. 
However, Caesar gave him his right hand, and 
remitted nothing of his kindness to him, upon 
this disturbance by the multitude; and indeed 
these things were alleged the first day, but the 
hearing proceeded no further; for as the Gada¬ 
rens saw- the inclination of Caesar and of his as¬ 
sessors, and expected, as they had reason to do, 
that they should be delivered up to the king, 
some of them, out of a dread of the torments 
they might undergo, cut their own throats in the 
night-time, and some of them threw themselves 
down precipices, and others of them cast them¬ 
selves into the river, and destroyed themselves 
of their own accord; which accidents seemed a 
sufficient condemnation of the rashness and 
crimes they had been guilty of: whereupon Cse- 
sar made no longer delay, but cleared Herod 
from the crimes ne was accused of. Another 
happy accident there was. which was a further 
advantage to Herod at this time; for Zenodorus’s 
belly burst, and a great quantity of blood issued 
from him in his sickness, and he thereby depart¬ 
ed this life at Antioch in Syria; so Cresar be¬ 
stowed his country, which was no small one, upon 
Herod; it lay between Trachon and Galilee, and 
contained Ulatha, and Paneas, and the country 
round about. He also made him one of the pro¬ 
curators of Syria, and commanded that they 
should do every thing with his approbation; and, 
in short, he arrived at that pitch of felicity, that 
whereas there were but two men that governed 
the vast Roman empire, first Cresar, and then 
Agrippa, who was his principal favorite; Cresar 
preferred no one to Herod besides Agrippa, and 
Agrippa made no one his greater friend than 
Herod besides Cresar. And when he had ac¬ 
quired such freedom, he begged of Cresar a 
tetrarchy* for his brother Pheroras, while he did 
himself bestow upon him a revenue of a hundred 
talents out of his own kingdom, that in case he 
came to any harm himself, his brother might be 
in safety, and that his sons might not have do¬ 
minion over him. So when he had conducted 
Cresar 10 the sea, and was returned home, he 
built him a most beautiful temple of the whitest 

•A tetrarchy properly and originally denoted the 
fourth part of an entire kingdom or country, and ate- 
trarck ona that was ruler or such a fourth part, which 


stone, in Zenodorus’s country, near the place 
called Paniuni. This is a very fine cave in a 
mountain, under which there is a great cavity in 
the earth, and the cavern is abrupt, and prodi¬ 
giously deep, and full of still water; over it 
hangs a vast mountain; and under the caverns 
arise the springs of the river Jordan. Herod 
adorned this place, which was already a very re¬ 
markable one, still further, by the erection oi this 
temple, which he dedicated to Cresar. 

4. At which time Herod released to his subjects 
the third part of their taxes, under pretence in¬ 
deed of relieving them, after the dearth they had 
had; but the main reason was to recover "their 
good-will, which he now wanted, for they were 
uneasy at him, because of the innovations he 
had introduced in their practices, of the dissolu¬ 
tion of their religion, and of the disuse of their 
own customs; and the people every where talked 
against him, like those that were still more pro¬ 
voked and disturbed at his precedure: against 
which discontents he greatly guarded himself, 
and took away the opportunities they might have 
to disturb him, and enjoined them to be always 
at work, nor did he permit the citizens either to 
meet together, or to walk, or to eat together, but 
watched every thing they did, and when any 
were caught they were severely punished, and 
many there were who were brought to the cita¬ 
del Hyrcania, both openly and secretly, and 
were there put to death; and there were spies set 
every where, both in the city and in the roads, 
who watched those that met together; nay, it is 
reported, that he did not himself neglect this 

art of caution, but that he would oftentimes 

imself take the habit of a private man, and mix 
among the multitude, in the night-time, and 
make trial what opinion they had of his govern¬ 
ment; and as for those that could noway be re¬ 
duced to acquiesce under his scheme of govern¬ 
ment, he prosecuted them all manner of ways, 
but for the rest of the multitude, he required that 
they should be obliged to t^ke an oath of fidelity 
to hiin,and at the same time compelled them to 
swear that they would bear him good-will, and 
continue certainly so to do, in his management of 
the government; and indeed a great part of them, 
either to please him, or out of fear of him, yield¬ 
ed to what he required of them; but for such as 
were of a more open and generous disposition, 
and had indignation at the force he used to them, 
he by one means or other made away with them. 
He endeavored also to persuade Poflio the Pha¬ 
risee, and Sameas, and the greatest part of their 
scholars, to take the oath; but these would nei¬ 
ther submit so to do, nor were they punished to¬ 
gether with the rest, out of the reverence he 
bore to Pollio. The Essenes also, as we call a 
sect of ours, were excused from this imposition. 
These men live the same kind of life as ao those 
whom the Greeks call Pythagoreans, concerning 
whom I shall discourse more fully elsewhere. 
However, it is but fit to set down here the rea¬ 
sons wherefore Herod had these Essenes in such 
honor, and thought higher of them than their 
moral nature required; nor will this account be 
unsuitable to the nature of this history, as it will 
show the opinion men had of these Essenes. 

5. Now there was one of these Essenes, whose 
name was Manahem who had this testimony, 
thnt he not only conducted his life after an ex¬ 
cellent manner, but had the foreknowledge of 
future events given him by God also. This man 
once saw Herod when he was n child, and going 
to school, and saluted him as king of the Jews, 
but he, thinking that either he did not know him, 
or that he was in jest, put him in mind that he 
was but a private man; but Mannhem smiled to 
himself, and clapped him on his backside with 

always implies somewhat lessextentof dominion and 
power than belong to a kingdom and to a king. 
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his hand, and said, “However that be, thou wilt 
be king, and wilt begin thy reign happily, for 
God finds thee worthy of it. And do thou re¬ 
member the blows that Manahem hath given 
thee, as being a signal of the change of thy for¬ 
tune. And truly this will be the best reasoning 
for thee, that thou love justice [towards men,J 
and piety towards God, and clemency towards 
thy citizens; yet do I know how thy whole con¬ 
duct will be, that thou wilt not be such a one, for 
thou wilt excel all men in happiness, and obtain 
an everlasting reputation, but wilt forget piety 
and righteousness; and these crimes will not be 
concealed from God, at the conclusion of thy life, 
when thon wilt find that he will be mindful of 
them, and punish thee for them.” h'ow at that 
time Herou did not at all attend to what Mana¬ 
hem said, as having no hopes of such advance¬ 
ment; but a little afterward, when he was so for¬ 
tunate as to be advanced to the dignity of king, 
and was in the height of his dominion, he sent 
for Manahem, and asked him, How long he 
should reign? Manahem did not tell him the full 
length of nis reign, wherefore, upon that silence 
of his, he asked him further. Whether he should 
reign ten years, or not? lie replied, “Yes, twen¬ 
ty, nay, thirty years,” but did not assign the 
just determinate limit of his reign. Herod was 
satisfied with these replies, and gave Manahem 
his hand, and dismissed him, and from that time 
he continued to honor all the Essenes. We 
have thought it proper to relate these facts to 
our readers, how strange soever they be, and to 
declare what hath happened among us, because 
many of the Essenes have by their excellent vir¬ 
tue been thought worthy of this knowledge of 
divine revelations. 

CHAP. XI. 

How Herod rebuilt the Temple , and raised it 

higher , and made it more magnificent than it 

was before; as also concerning that Tower 

which he called Antonia. 

$ 1. And now Herod, in the eighteenth year of 
his reign, and after the acts already mentioned, 
undertook a very great work, that is, to build of 
himself the temple of God,* and make it larger 
in compass, and to raise it to a most magnificent 
altitude, as esteeming it to be the most glorious 
of all his actions, as it really was, to bring it to 
perfection, and this would be sufficient for an 
everlasting memorial of him; but as he knew the 
multitude were not ready nor willing to assist 
him in so vast a design, he thought to prepare 
them first by making a speech to them, and then 
set about the work itself; so he called them to¬ 
gether, and spake thus to them: “ l think I need 
not speak to you, m} r countrymen, about such 
other works as I have done since I came to the 
kingdom, although I may say they have been per¬ 
formed in such a manner as to bring more security 
to you than glory to myself; for I have neither 
been negligent in the most difficult times about 
what tended to ease your necessities, nor have 
the buildings I have made been so proper to pre¬ 
serve me as yourselves from injuries; and I ima¬ 
gine that, with God’s assistance, I have advan¬ 
ced the nation of the Jews to a degree of happi¬ 
ness which they never had before; and for tne 

* We may here observe, that the fancy of modern 
Jews, in calling this temple, which was really the third 
of their temples the second temple, followed so long by 
later Christians, seems to lie without any solid foundn- 
tion. The reason why the Chrislinns here follow the 
Jews i3, because the prophecy of Hnggni, ii. G—9, which 
they expound of the Messiah’s coming to the second or 
ZorobabePs temple, of which they suppose this of lie- 
rod’s to be only a continuation, which is meant I think, 
of hi9 coining to the fourth and last temple, or to that 
future largest and most glorious one described by Eze¬ 
kiel. Whence I take (he former notion, how general 
soever, to be a great mistake. See Lit. Acconip. of 
Proph. p. 24. 
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particular edifices belonging to your own coun¬ 
try, and your own cities, that we have lately ac¬ 
quired, what we have erected and greatly adorn¬ 
ed, and thereby augmented the dignity of your 
nation, it seems to me a needless task to enume¬ 
rate them to you, since you well know them your¬ 
selves; but as to that undertaking which I have 
a mind to set about at present, and which will 
be a work of the greatest piety and excellence 
that can possibly be undertaken by us, I will 
now declare it to you. Our fathers indeed, 
when they were returned from Babylon, built 
this temple to God Almighty, yet does it want 
sixty cubits of its largeness in altitude; for so 
much did that first temple which Solomon built 
exceed this temple; nor let any one condemn our 
fathers for their negligence or want of piety 
herein, for it was not their fault that the temple 
was no higher; for they were Cyrus, and Darius 
the son of Hystaspes, who determined the mea¬ 
sure for its rebuilding; and it hath been by rea¬ 
son of the subjection of those fathers of ours to 
them, and to their posterity, and after them to 
the Macedonians, that they had not the opportu¬ 
nity to follow the original model of this pious 
edifice, nor could raise it to its ancient altitude: 
but since I am now, by God’s will, your govern¬ 
or, and I have had peace a long time, and have 
gained great riches, and large revenues, and, 
what is the principal thing of all, I am at amity 
with, and well regarded by, the Romans, who, if 
I may so say, are the rulers of the whole world, 
1 will do my endeavor to correct that imperfec¬ 
tion, which hath arisen from the necessity of our 
affairs, and the slavery we have been under for¬ 
merly, and to make a thankful return, after the 
most pious manner, to God, for what blessings I 
have received from him, by giving me this king¬ 
dom, and that by rendering his temple as com¬ 
plete as I am able.” 

2. And this was the speech w r hich Herod made 
to them; but still this speech affrighted many of 
the people, as being unexpected by them; and, 
because it seemed incredible, it did not encou¬ 
rage them, but put a damp upon them, for they 
were afraid that he would pull down the whole 
edifice, and not be able to bring his intentions to 
perfection for its rebuilding; and this danger ap¬ 
peared to them to be very great, and the vast¬ 
ness of the undertaking to be such as could hard¬ 
ly be accomplished. But while they were in this 
disposition, the king encouraged them, and told 
them, “He would not pull down their temple 
till all things were gotten ready for building it 
up entirely again.” And as he promised them 
this beforehand, so he did not break his word 
with them, but got ready a thousand wagons, 
that were to bring stones for the building, and 
chose out ten thousand of the most skilful work¬ 
men, and brought a thousand sacerdotal gar¬ 
ments for as many of the priests, and had some 
of them taught the art of stonecutters, and oth¬ 
ers of carpenters, and then began to build, but 
this not till every thing was well prepared for the 
work. 

3. So Herod took away the old foundations, 
and laid others, and erected the temple upon 
them, being in length a hundred cubits, and in 
height twenty additional cubits, which [twenty,] 
upon the sinking of their foundations,! fell down; 

t Some of our modern students in architecture have 
made a strange hlunder here, when they imagine thm 
Josephus affirms the entire foundations of the temple or 
holy house sunk down into the rocky mountain on 
which it stood, no less than twenty cubits, whereas he 
is clear that they were the foundations of the addition¬ 
al twenty cubits only above the hundred, (made per¬ 
haps weak on purpose, and only tor show and gran¬ 
deur,) that sunk or fell down, ns Dr. Hudson rightly un¬ 
derstands him. Nor is the thing itself possible in the 
other sense. Agrippa’s preparation for buildinj. the 
inner parts of the temple twenty cubits higher, (Misto 
ry of the War, h. v. chap. i. sect. 5,) must, in all proba¬ 
bility, refer to this matter, since Josephus sa>'9 here. 
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and this part it was that we resolved to raise 
again in the days of Nero. Now, the temple was 
built of stones that were white and strong, and 
each of their length was twenty-five cubits, their 
height was eight, and their breadth about twelve; 
and the whole structure, as also the structure 
of the royal cloister, was on each side much 
lower, but the middle was much higher, till they 
were visible to those that dwelt in the country 
for a great many furlongs, but chiefly to such as 
lived over against them, Hnd those that approach¬ 
ed to them. The temple had doors also at the 
entrance, and lintels over them of the same 
height with the temple itself. They were adorn¬ 
ed with embroidered vails, with their flowers of 
urple, and pillars interwoven: and over these, 
ut under the crowawork, was spread out a 
golden vine, with its branches hanging down from 
a great height, the largeness and fine workman¬ 
ship of which was a surprising sight to the spec¬ 
tators, to see what vast materials there were, and 
with what great skill the workmanship was done. 
He also encompassed the entire temple with very 
large cloisters, contriving them to be in a due 
proportion thereto; and lie laid out larger sums 
of money upon them than had been done before 
him, till it seemed that no one else had so greatly 
adorned the temple as he had done. There was 
a large wall to both the cloisters, which wall was 
itself the most prodigious work that was ever 
heard of by man. The hill was a rocky ascent, 
that declined by degrees towards the east parts 
of the city, till it came to an elevated level. 
This hill it was which Solomon, who was the 
first of our kings, by divine revelation, encom¬ 
passed with a wall; it was of excellent work¬ 
manship upwards, and round the top of it. He 
also built a wall below, beginning at the bottom, 
which was encompassed by a deep valley; and 
at the south side ne laid rocks together, and 
bound them one to another with lead, and in¬ 
cluded some of the inner parts, till it proceeded 
to a great height, and till both the largeness of 
the square edifice, and its altitude, were im¬ 
mense. and till the vastness of the stones in the 
frent were plainly visible on the outside, yet so 
that the inward parts were fastened together 
with iron, and preserved the joints immuveable 
for all future times. When this work [for the 
foundation] was done in this manner, ana joined 
together as part of the hill itself to the very top 
of it, he wrought it all into one outward surface, 
and filled up the hollow places which were about 
the wall, and made it a level on the external up¬ 
per surface, and a smooth level also. This hill 
was walled all round, and in compass four fur¬ 
longs, [the distance of] each angle containing in 
length a furlong: hut within this wall, and on the 
very top of all, there ran another wall of stone 
also, having, on the east quarter, a double clois- 
Ler, of the same length with the wall; in the 
midst of which was the temple itself. This 
cloister looked to the gates of the temple; and it 
had been adorned by many kings in former times. 
And round nbout the entire temple were fixed the 
spoils taken from barbarous nations: all these 
had been dedicated to the temple bv Herod, with 
(he addition of those he had taken from the 
Arabians. 

4. Now on the north side [of the temple] was 
built a citadel, whose walls were square, and 
strong, and of extraordinary firmne«s. This cita¬ 
del was built by the kings of the Asmonean 
race, who were also high priests before Herod, 
and they called it the Tower, in which were re- 
posited the vestments of the high priest, which 
the high priest only put on at the time when he 
was to offer sacrifice. These vestments king 

ttint this which hnd fallen down was designed to he 
raised up apnin under Nero, under whom Aprippa 
made that preparation. Rnt what Josephus saya pre- 
•catly, that Solomon was the first king of the Jews, 
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Herod kept in that place r and after hisdeath they 
were under the power of the Romans, until the 
time of Tiberius Ca'sar; under whose reign Vi- 
tellius, the president of Syria, when he once 
came to Jerusalem, and had been most magnifi¬ 
cently received by the multitude, bad a mind to 
make them some requital for the kindness they 
had showed him; so, upon their petition to have 
those holy vestments in their own power, he 
wrote about them to Tiberius Caesar, who grant¬ 
ed his request; and this their power over tne sa¬ 
cerdotal vestments continued with the Jews till 
the death of king Agrippa; but after that, Cas¬ 
sius Longinus, who was president of Syria, and 
Cuspius Fadus, who was procurator of Judea, 
enjoined the Jews to reposit those vestments in 
the Tower of Antonia, for that they ought to 
have them in their power, as they formerly had. 
However, the Jews sent ambassadors to Claudi¬ 
us Csesar, to intercede with him for them, upon 
whose coming, king Agrippa, jun. being then at 
Rome, asked for, and obtained, the power over 
them from the emperor, who gave command to 
Vitellius, who was then commander in Syria, to 
give it them accordingly. Before that time,they 
were kept under the seal of the high priest, 
and of the treasurers of the temple; which trea¬ 
surers, the day before a festival, went up to the 
Roman captain of the temple guards, and view¬ 
ed their own seal, and received the vestments; 
and again, when the festival was over, they 
brought them to the same place, and showed the 
captain of the temple guards their seal, which 
corresponded with his seal, and reposited them 
there. And that these things were so, the afflic¬ 
tions that happened to us afterward [about them] 
are sufficient evidence: but for the tower itself, 
when Herod the king of the Jews had fortified 
it more firmly than before, in order to secure and 
guard the temple, he gratified Antonius, who 
was his friend, and the Roman ruler, and then 
gave it the name of the Tower of Antonia. 

5. Now in the western quarters of the enclo¬ 
sure of the temple there were four gates; the 
first led to the king’s palace, nnd went to a pas¬ 
sage over the intermediate valley; two more led 
to the suburbs of the city; and the last led to the 
other city, where the road descended down into 
the valley by a great number of steps, and thence 
up again by the ascent; for the city lay over 
against the temple in the manner of a theatre, 
and was encompassed by a deep valley along 
the entire south quarter; but the fourth front of 
the temple, w'hich w’as southward, had indeed 
itself gates in its middle, as also it had the royal 
cloister, with three walks which reached in 
length from the east valley unto that on the west, 
for it w f as impossible it should reach any farther: 
and this cloister deserves to be mentioned better 
than any other under the sun; for while the val¬ 
ley was very deep, and its bottom could not be 
seen, if you looked from above into the depth, 
this farther vastly high elevation of the cloister 
stood upon that height, insomuch, that if any 
one looked down from the top of the battle¬ 
ments, or dow n both those altitudes, he would 
be giddy, while his sight could not reach to such 
on immense depth. This cloister had pillars 
that stood in four rows one over against the other 
all alone:, for the fourth row was interwoven into 
the wall, [which also was built of stone;] and 
the thickness of each pillar was such, that three 
men might, with their arms extended, fathom it 
round, and join their hands again, while Its length 
was twenty-seven feet, with a double spiral at its 
basis; aod the number of all the pillars [in that 
court] was a hundred and sixty-two. Theircha- 
piters were made with sculptures after the Co¬ 
appears hy the parallel place, b. xx. eliap.lx. sect.7, 
and other places, to he meant only the first of David’s 
posterity, and the first builder of the temple. 
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rinthian order, and caused an amazement [to the 
spectators,] by reason of the grandeur of the 
whole. These four rows of pillars included three 
intervals for walking in the middle of this clois¬ 
ter: two of which walks were made parallel to 
each other, and were contrived after the same 
manner; the breadth of each of them was thirty 
feet, the length was a furlong, and the height 
fifty feet, but the breadth of the middle part of 
the cloister was one and a half of the other, and 
the height was double, for it was much higher 
than those on each side; but the roofs were 
adorned with deep sculptures in wood, repre¬ 
senting many sorts of figures; the middle was 
much higher than the rest, and the wall of the 
front was adorned with beams, resting upon pil¬ 
lars that were interwoven into it, and that front 
was all of polished stone; insomuch, that its fine¬ 
ness, to such as had not seen it, was incredible, 
and to such as had seen it, was greatly amazing. 
Thus was the first enclosure, in the midst of 
which, and not far from it, was the second, to be 

one up to by a few steps; this was encompassed 

y a stone wall for a partition, with an inscrip¬ 
tion, which forbade any foreigner to go in under 
pain of death. Now, this inner enclosure had on 
its southern and northern quarters three gates 
[equally] distant from one another; but on the 
east quarter, towards the sunrising, there was 
one large gate, through which such a9 were pure 
came in, together with their wives, but the tem¬ 
ple farther inward in that gate was not allowed 
to the women; hut still more inward was there a 
third [court of the] temple, whereinto it was not 
lawful for any hut the priests alone to enter. The 
temple itself was within this; and before that 
temple was the altar, upon which we offer our 

* Into none of these three did king Herod enter ; i. e. 
1. Not into the court of the priest; 2. nor into the holy 
bouse itself; 3. nor into the separate place belonging 
to the altar, as the words following imply; for none 
but priests, or their attendants the Levites, might come 
into any of them. See Antiq. 1>. xvi. chap. iv. sect. 6, 
where Herod goes into the temple, and makes a speech 
In it to the people; but that could only be into the 
court of Israel whither the people could come to hear 
him. 

fTliis tradition which Josephus here mentions a 9 de¬ 
livered down from fathers to their children, nf this par¬ 
ticular remarkable circumstance relating to the building 
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sacrifices and burnt-offerings to God. Into none 
of these three did king Herod enter,* for he was 
forbidden, because he was not a priest. However, 
he took care of the cloisters, and the outer en¬ 
closures, and these he built in eight years. 

6. But the temple itself was built by the 
priests in a year and six months: upon which all 
the people were full of joy: and presently they 
returned thanks, in the first place to God, aud in 
the next place, for the alacrity the king had 
showed. They feasted, and celebrated this re¬ 
building of the temple: and for the king, he 
sacrificed three hundred oxen to God, as did 
the rest, every one according to his ability; the 
numher of which sacrifices is not possible to be 
set down, for it cannot be that we should truly 
relate it: for at the same time with this celebra¬ 
tion for the work about the temple, fell also the 
day of the king’s inauguration, which he kept of 
an old custom as a festival, and it now coincided 
with the other, which coincidence of them both 
made the festival more illustrious. 

7. There was also an occult passage, built for 
the king: it led from Antonia to the inner tem¬ 
ple, at its eastern gate; over which he also erect¬ 
ed for himself a tower, that he might have the 
opportunity of a subterraneous ascent to the tem¬ 
ple, in order to guard against anv sedition which 
might be made by the people against their kings. 
It is also reported,f that during the time that tne 
temple was building, it did not rain iu the day¬ 
time, but that the showers fell in the night, so 
that the work was not hindered. Aud this our 
fathers have delivered to us; nor is it incredible, 
if any one have regard to the manifestations of 
God. And thus was performed the work of the 
rebuilding of the temple. 

of Herod’s temple, is a demonstration that such its build¬ 
ing was a known thing in Judea in liia time. He was 
born but forty-six years after it i9 related to have been 
finished, and might himself have seen and spoken with 
some of the builders themselves, and with a great num¬ 
ber of those that had seen it building. The doubt there¬ 
fore about the truth of this history of the pulling down 
and rebuilding this temple by llerod, which some weak 
people have indulged, was not then much greater than 
it soon may be, whether or not our St. Paul’s church 
in London was burnt down in the fire of London, A. D. 
1666, and rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wreu a little after¬ 
ward. 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWELVE YEARS.—FROM THE FINISHING OF THE TEMPLE 
BY HEROD TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS. 


CHAP. I. 

A Law of Herod about Thieves . Salome and 
Pheroras calumniate Alexander and Aristo- 
bulus upon their Return from Rome, for whom 
yet Herod provides f Fives. 

51. As king Herod was very zealous iu the ad¬ 
ministration of his entire government, and de¬ 
sirous to put a stop to particular acts of injustice 
which were done by criminals about the city and 
country, he made a law noway like our original 
laws, and which he enacted of himself, to expose 
housebreakers to be ejected out of his kingdom; 
which punishment was not only grievous to be 
borne by the offenders, hut contained in it a dis¬ 
solution of the customs of our forefathers; for 
this slavery to foreigners, and such as did uot 
live after the manner of Jews, and this necessity 
that they were under to do whatsoever such 
men should command, was ap offence against our 
religious settlement, rather than a punishment 
to such as were found to have offended, such a 
punishment being avoided in our original laws; 
for those laws ordain, that the thief shall restore 
fourfold: and that if he have not so much, he 


shall be sold indeed, but not to foreigners, nor 90 
that he be under perpetual slavery, for he must 
have Been released after six years. But this 
law, thus enacted, in order to inCroduce a severe 
and illegal punishment, seemed to be a piece of 
insolence in Herod, when he did not act as a 
king, but as a tyrant, and thus contemptuously, 
and without any regard to his subjects, did ne 
venture to introduce such a punishment. Now 
this penalty, thus brought into practice, was like 
Herod’s other actions, and became a part of his 
accusation, and an occasion of the hatred he lay 
under. 

2. Now at this time it was that he sailed to 
Italy, as very desirous to meet with Ccesar, and 
to see his sons who lived at Rome: and Ctvsar 
was not only very obliging to him in other 
respects, hut delivered him his sons again, that 
he might take them home with him, as having 
already completed themselves in the sciences; 
but as soon as the young men were come from 
Italy, the multitude were very desirous to see 
them, and they became conspicuous among them 
all, as adorned with great blessings oi fortune, 
aud having the countenances of persons of royal 
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dignity. So thcv soon appeared to be the objects 
of envy to Salome, the king’s sister, and to such 
as had raised calumnies against Mariamne: for 
they were suspicious, that when these came to 
the government, they should be punished for the 
wickedness they had been guilty of against their 
mother: so they made this very fear of theirs a 
motive to raise calumnies against them also. 
They gave it out that they were not pleased 
with their father’s company, because he had put 
their mother to death, as if it were not agreeable 
to piety to appear to converse with their mother’s 
murderer. Now by carrying these stories, that 
had indeed a true foundation [in the fact] but 
W'erc only built on probabilities as to the present 
accusation, they were able to do them mischief, 
and to make Herod take away that kindness 
from his sons which he had before borne to them, 
for they did not say these things to him openly, 
but scattered abroad such u’ords among the rest 
of the multitude; from which words, when car¬ 
ried to Herod, he was induced [at last] to hate 
them; and which natural affection itself, even in 
length of time, was not nble to overcome; yet 
was the king at that time in a condition to prefer 
the oatural affection of a father before all the 
suspicions and calumnies his sons lay under; so 
he respected them as he ought to do, and mar¬ 
ried tnem to wives, now they were of an age 
suitable thereto. To Aristobulus he gave for a 
wife Bernice, Salome’s daughter, and to Alex¬ 
ander, Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, 
king of Cappadocia. 

CHAP. II. 

How Herod twice sailed to Agrippa; and how , 
upon the Complaint of the Jews in Ionia against 
the Greeks , Agrippa confrmed the Laws of the 
Jews to them. 

{ 1 . When Herod had despatched these affairs, 
and he understood that Marcus Agrippa had sail¬ 
ed again out of Italy into Asia, he made haste 
to him, and besought him to come to him into his 
kingdom, and to partake of what he might justly 
expect from one that had been his guest, and was 
his friend. This request he greatly pressed, and 
to it Agrippa agreed, and came into Judea; 
whereupon Herod omitted nothing that might 
please him. He entertained him in his new-built 
cities, and showed him the edifices he had built, 
and provided all sorts of the best and most costly 
dainties for him and his friends, and that at Se- 
baste and Ciesarca, about that port that he had 
built, and at the fortresses which he had erected 
at great expenses, Alexandrium, and Herodium, 
and llyrcania. He also conducted him to the 
city Jerusalem, where all the people met him in 
their festival garments, and received him with 
acclamations. Agrippa also offered a hecatomb 
of sacrifices to God, and feasted the people, 
without omitting any of the greatest dainties that 
could be gotten. He also took so much plea¬ 
sure there, that he abode many days with them, 
and would willingly have staid longer, hut that 
the season of the year made him make haste 
away; for, as winter was coining on, he thought 
it not safe to go to sea later, and yet lie was of 
necessity to return again to Ionia. 

2. So Agrippa went awnv, when Herod hnd 
bestowed on him, and on tfie principal of tho^e 
that were with him, many presents; but king 
Herod, when he had passed the winter in his 
own dominions, made haste to get to him again 
in the spring, when he knew he designed to go 
to a campaign at the Bosphorus. So when 
he had sailed by Rhodes, nml by Cos, he touch¬ 
ed at Lesbos, as thinking he should have over¬ 
taken Agrippa there, but he was taken short here 
by a north wind, which hindered his ship from 
going to the shore; so he continued many days 
it Chios, and there he kindly treated a great 
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many that came to him, and obliged them by 
giving them royal gifts. And when he saw that 
the portico of the city was fallen down, which, 
as it was overthrown in the Mithridatic war, and 
was n very large and fine building, so was it not 
so easy to rebuild that, as it was the rest; yet did 
he furnish n sum not only large enough for that 
urpose, but what vy as more than sufficient to- 
nish the building, and ordered them not to over¬ 
look that portico, but to rebuild it quickly, that 
so the city might recover its proper ornaments. 
And when the high winds were laid, he sailed to 
Mytilene, and thence to Byzantium; and when 
he heard that Agrippa was sailed beyond the Cy- 
anean rocks, he made all the haste possible to 
overtake him, and came up with him about Si¬ 
nope, in Rontus. He was seen sailing by the 
shipmen most unexpectedly, but appeared to 
their great joy; ana many friendly salutations 
there were between them, insomuch that Agrip¬ 
pa thought he had received the greatest marks 
of the king’s kindness and humanity towards him 
possible, since the king had come so long a voy¬ 
age, and at a very proper season, for his assist¬ 
ance, and had left the government of his own do¬ 
minions, and thought it more worth his while to 
come to him. Accordingly, Herod was all in 
all to Agrippa in the management of the war, 
and a great assistant in civil affairs, and in giving 
him counsel as to particular matters. lie was 
also a pleasant companion for him when he re¬ 
laxed himself, and a joint partaker with him in 
all things: in troubles, because of his kindness, 
and in prosperity, because of the respect Agrippa 
had for him. Now as soon as those affairs oi Pon¬ 
tus were finished, for whose sake Agrippa was 
sent thither, they did not think fit to return by 
sea, but passed through Paphlagonia and Cap¬ 
padocia; they then travelled thence over Great 
Phrygia, and came to Ephesus, and then they 
sailed from Ephesus to Samos. And indeed the 
king bestowed a great many benefits on every 
city that he came to, according as they stood in 
need of them; for as for those that wanted either 
money or kind treatment, he was not wanting to 
them; but he supplied the former himself out of 
his own expenses: he also became an intercessor 
with Agrippa, for all such as caiue after his favor, 
and he brought things so about, that the petition¬ 
ers failed in none of their suits to him, Agrippa 
being himself of a good disposition, and of great 
generosity, and ready to grant all such requests 
as might he advantageous to the petitioners, pro¬ 
vided they were not to the detriment of others. 
The inclination of the king was of great weight 
also, and still excited Agrippa, who was himself 
ready to do good; for ne made a reconciliation 
between the people of Ilium, at whom he was 
angry, and paid what money the people of Chio9 
owed Ciesar’s procurators, and discharged them 
of their tributes; and helped all others according 
as their several necessities required. 

3. But noiv, when Agrippa and Herod were in 
Ionia, a great multitude ot Jew's, who dwelt in 
their cities, came to them, and laying hold of the 
opportunity and the liberty noiv given them, laid 
before them the injuries w'hich they suffered, 
while they were not permitted to use their own 
laws, but were compelled to prosecute their law¬ 
suits, by the ill usage of the Judges, upon their 
liolydays; and were deprived of the money they 
used to lay up at Jerusalem; and were forced 
into the army, and upon such other offices as 
obliged them to spend their sacred money: from 
which burdens they always used to be freed by 
the Romans, who had still permitted them to live 
nccording to their own laws. When this clamor 
was made, the king desired of Agrippa that he 
w'ould hear their cause, and assigned Nicolaus, 
one of his friends, to plead for those their privi¬ 
leges. Accordingly, when Agrippa had called 
the principal of the Romans, and such of the 
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kings and rulers as were there, to be his assess¬ 
ors, Nicolaus stood up, and oleaded for the Jews 
as follows: “ It is of necessity incumbent on such 
as are in distress to have recourse to those tnat 
have it in their power to free them from those in¬ 
juries they lie under; and for those that now are 
complainants, they approach you with great as¬ 
surance; for as they have formerly often ob¬ 
tained your favor, so far as they have even 
wished to have it, they now only entreat that 
you, who have been the donors, will take care 
that those favors you have already granted them 
may not be taken away from tliera. We have 
received these favors from you, who alone have 
power to grant them, but have them taken from 
us by such as are no greater than ourselves, and 
by such as we know are as much subjects as we 
are: and certainly, if we have been vouchsafed 
reat favors, it is to our commendation, who 
ave obtained then;, as having been found de¬ 
serving of such great favors; and if those fa¬ 
vors be but small ones, it would be barbarous 
for the donors not to confirm them to us; and 
for those that are the hinderance of the Jews, 
and use them reproachfully, it is evident that 
they aflront both the receivers, while they will 
not allow those to be worthy men to whom their 
excellent rulers themselves have borne their tes¬ 
timony; and the donors, while they desire those 
favors already granted may be abrogated. Now 
if any one should ask these Gentiles themselves, 
which of the two things they would choose to 

J iart with, their lives, or the customs of their 
orefathers, their solemnities, their sacrifices, 
their festivals, which they celebrated in honor 
of those they suppose to be gods? I know very 
well that they would choose to suffer any thing 
whatsoever, rather than a dissolution of any ot 
the customs of their forefathers; for a great 
many of them have rather chosen to go to war 
on that account, as very solicitous not to trans¬ 
gress in those matters: and indeed we take an 
estimate of that happiness which all mankind do 
now enjoy by your means from this very thing, 
that we are allowed every one to worship as our 
own institutions require, and yet to live [in 
peace,] and although they would not be thus 
treated themselves, yet do they endeavor to 
compel otheis to comply with them, as if it were 
not as great an instance of impiety, profanely to 
dissolve the religious solemnities of any others, 
as to be negligent in the observation of their 
own towards their gods. And let us now con¬ 
sider the one of these practices: is there any 
people, or city, or community* of men, to whom 
your government and the Roman power does not 
appear to be the greatest blessing? Is there any 
one that can desire to make void the favors they 
have granted? No one is certainly so mad: for 
there are no men but snch as have been partakers 
of their favors, both public and private; and in¬ 
deed those that take away what you have grant¬ 
ed, can have no assurance; Out every one of 
their ow n grants made them by you, may be 
taken from them also; which grants of yours can 
vet never be sulncienilv valued; for if they con¬ 
sider the old governments, under kings, together 
with your present government, besides the great 
number ot benefits which this government hath 
bestowed on them in order to their happine;«s, 
this is instead of all the re.«t, that they appear to 
be no longer in a state of slavery, but of free¬ 
dom. Now the privileges we desire, even when 
we are in the best circumstances, are not such 
as deserve to be envied, for we are indeed in 
a prosperous state by your means, but this is 
only in common with others; and it is no more 
than this which we desire, to preserve onr religion 
without any prohibition; which as it appears not 

* We may here observe the ancient practice of the 
Jews, of dedicating the Sabbath-day not lo idleness, 
but to the learning their sacred rites and religious cus- 
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in itself a privilege to be envied us, so it 13 for 
the advantage of those that grant it to us; for if 
the Divinity delights in being honored, h a n>«st 
delight in those that perm.£ him to be honored: 
and there are none 01 our customs which are in¬ 
human, but all tending to piety, and devoted to 
the preservation of justice; nor do we conceal 
these injunctions of ours, bv which we govern our 
lives, they being memorials of piety, and of a 
friendly conversation among men: and the se¬ 
venth day we set apart from labor; it is dedica¬ 
ted to the learning of onr customs and laws,* we 
thinking it proper to reflect on them, as well as 
on any [good] thing else, in order to nuravoiding 
of sin. If any one, therefore, examine into our 
observances, he will find they are good in them¬ 
selves, and that they are ancient also, though 
some think otherwise, insomuch, that those who 
have received them cannot easily be brought to 
depart from them, out of that honor they pay 
to the length of time they have religiously en¬ 
joyed them, and observed them. Now our ad¬ 
versaries take these our privileges away, in the 
way of injustice: they violently seize upon that 
money of ours which is offered to God, and called 
sacred money, and this openly, after a sacrile¬ 
gious manner; and they impose tributes upon us, 
and bring us before tribunals on holy days, and 
then require other like debts of us, not because 
the contracts require it, or for their own advan¬ 
tage, but because they would put an aflront on 
our religion, of which they are conscious as well 
as we, and have indulged themselves in an un¬ 
just, and to them involuntary hatred; for your 
government over all is one, tending to the esta¬ 
blishing of benevolence, and abolishing of ill- 
will among such as are disposed to it. This is 
therefore what we implore from thee, most ex¬ 
cellent Agrippa, that we may not be ill-treated; 
that we may not be abused; that we may not be 
hindered from making use of our own customs; 
nor be despoiled of our goods; nor be forced by 
these men to do what we ourselves force nobody 
to do; for these privileges of onrs are not only 
according to justice, but have been granted us 
by you. And* we are able to read to you many' 
decrees of the senate, and the tables that con¬ 
tain them, which are still extant in the eapitol, 
concerning these things, which it is evident were 
granted after you had experience of our fidelity 
towards you, and which ought to be valued, 
though no such fidelity had been; for yon have 
hitherto preserved what people were in posses¬ 
sion of, not to us only, but almost to all nu n, and 
have added greater advantages than they could 
have hoped lor, and thereby your government is 
become a great advantage to them. And it any' 
one were able to enumerate the benefits you have 
conferred on every nation, which they possess by 
your means, he could never put an end to his 
discourse; but that we may demonstrate that 
we are not unworthy of all those advantages we 
have obtained, it will be sufficient for us to say' 
nothing of other things, but to speak freely of 
this king who now governs us, and is now one of 
thy ass«ssors: and indeed, in what instance of 
good-will ns to your house, hath he been de¬ 
ficient? What mark of fidelity to it hath he 
omitted? What token of honor hath he not 
devised 1 What occasion for his assistance of 
vou hath lie not regarded at the very first? 
What hindereth, therefore, but that your kind¬ 
nesses may be as numerous as his so great be¬ 
nefits to you have been. It may also perhaps be 
fit here not to pass over in silence the valor of 
his father Antipater, who, when Ca;«ar made an 
expedition into Egypt, assisted him with two thou¬ 
sand armed men, and proved interior to none, nei¬ 
ther in the battles on land, nor in the management 

toms.aud to the meditation on the law of Moses. The 
like to which we meet with elsewhere in Josephus also 
against Apion, b. i. sect. 2'J. 
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of the navy; and what need I say any thing of how 
great weight (hose soldiers were at that junc¬ 
ture? or now many and how great presents they 
were vouchsafed by Caesar? And truly I ought 
before now to have mentioned the epistles which 
Caesar wrote to the senate, and how Anti pater 
bad honors, and the freedom of the city of 
Koine, bestowed upon him, for these are demon¬ 
strations both that we have received these fa¬ 
vors by our own deserts, and do on that account 
petition thee for thy confirmation of them, from 
whom we had reason to hope for them, though 
they had not been given us before, both out of 
regard to our king’s disposition towards you, and 
vour disposition towards him. And farther, wc 
have been informed hy those Jews that were 
there, with what kindness thou earnest into our 
country, and how thou offeredst the most perfect 
sacrifices to God, and honored him with re¬ 
markable vows, and how thou gavest the people 
a feast, and acceptedst of their own hospitable 
resents to thee. We ought to esteem all these 
ind entertainments, made both by our nation 
and our city, to a man who is the ruler and ma¬ 
nager of so much of the public affairs, as indica¬ 
tions of that friendship wnich thou hast returned 
to the Jewish nation, and which hath been pro¬ 
cured them by the family of Herod. So we put 
thee in mind of these things, in the presence of 
the king, now sitting by thee, and make our re¬ 
quest for no more but this, that what you have 
given us yourselves, you will not see taken away 
by others from us.” 

4. When Nicolaus had made his speech, there 
was no opposition made to it by the Greeks, for 
this was not an inquiry made, as in a court of 
justice, but an intercession to prevent violence to 
be offered to the Jews any longer; nor did the 
Greeks make any defence of themselves, or 
deny what it was supposed they had done. Their 

S retence was no more than tfiis, that while the 
ews inhabited in their country, they were en¬ 
tirely unjust to them [in not joining in their 
worship,] hut they demonstrated their generosity 
in this, that (hough they worshipped according to 
their own institutions, they did nothing that 
ought to grieve then). So when Agrippa per¬ 
ceived that they had been oppressed by violence, 
he made this answer: “That on account of 
Herod’s good-will and friendship, he was ready 
to grant the Jews whatsoever they should ask 
him, and that their requests seemed to him in 
themselves just; and that if they requested any 
thing farther, he should not scruple to grant It 
them, provided it was no way to the detriment 
of the Roman government; but that, while their 
request was no more than this, that what privi¬ 
leges they had already given them might not he 
abrogated, lie confirmed this to them, ifiat they 
might continue in the observation of their own 
customs, without any one’s offering them the 
least injury.' 1 And when he had said this, he 
dissolved the assembly; upon which Hi rod stood 
up, and saluted him, nnd gave him thanks for 
the kind disposition he showed (o them. Agrippa 
also took this in a very obliging manner, and 
tainted him again, and embraced him in his 
arms; after which he wf lit away from Lesbos; 
hut the king determined to sail from Samos to 
his own country; and when he had taken his 
leave ol Agrippa, he pursued his voyage, and 
landed at CVsarea in a few days* time, ns having 
favorable winds, from wlienee lie went to Jeru¬ 
salem, and there gathered all the people together 
to an assembly, not a few being (here out of the 
country also. So he came t<> them, and gave 
them a particular account of all his journey, and 
of the affairs of all the Jews in Asia, how by his 
means the/ would live without injurious treat¬ 
ment for the time to come, lie a*Lo told them 
of the entire good fortune he had met uilh, and 
bow he had administered the government, and 
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had not neglected any thing which was for their 
advantage; and as he was very joyful, he now 
remitted to them the fourth part of their taxes 
for the last year. Accordingly, they were sc 
pleased with his favor and speech to them, that 
they went their ways with great gladness, and 
wished the king all manner of happiness. 

CHAP. III. 

How great Disturbances arose in Herod's Family 
on his inferring Anfipater, his eldest Son , 
before the rest , till Alexander look that Injury 
very heinously. 

$ 1. But now the affairs in Herod’s family 
were in more disorder, and became more severe 
upon him, by the hatred of Salome to the young 
men [Alexnnder and Aristobulus,] which de¬ 
scended as it were by inheritance [from their 
mother Mariamne:] and as she had fully succeed¬ 
ed against their mother, so she proceeded (o that 
degree of madness and insolence as to endeavor 
that none of her posterity' might be left alive, 
who might have it hi their power to revenge her 
death. The young men had also somewhat of a 
bold and uneasy disposition towards their father, 
occasioned bv the remembrance of what their 
mother had unjustly suffered, and by' their own 
affectation of dominion. The old grudge was 
also renewed; and they ca?t reproaches on Sa¬ 
lome and Pheroras, who requited the young 
men with malicious designs, and actually laid 
treacherous snares for them. Now, ns fur this 
hatred, it was equal on both sides, but the maimer 
of exerting that hatred was different: lor as for 
the young men, they were rash, reproaching and 
affronting the others openly, and were unexpe¬ 
rienced enough to think it the most generous to 
declare their minds in that undaunted manner: 
but the others did not take that method, but 
made use of calumnies after a subtle and a 
spiteful manner, still provoking the young men, 
and imagining that their boldness might in time 
turn to the offering violence to their father; for 
inasmuch as they were not ashamed of the pre¬ 
tended crimes of their mother, nor thought she 
suffered justly, these supposed that it might at 
length exceed all bounds, and induce them to 
think they ought to be avenged on their fuller, 
though it were by despatching him with their 
own hands. At length it came to this, that the 
whole city was full of their discourses, an I, a« is 
usual in such contests, the unskilfulness of the 
young men was pitied, but the contrivance of 
"Salome was too hard for them, and what impu¬ 
tations she laid upon them came to be b« lie veil, 
by means of their own conduct; for they wi re so 
deeply affected with the death of their m ithcr, 
that while they' sail! both she and themiilvcs 
were in a ini-i ruble case, they vehemently com¬ 
plained of her pitiable end, which imho 1 was 
truly such, and ‘•aid that they were thems* Ives 
in n pitiable case also, because liny were forced 
to live with those that had been her mur t rers, 
and to be partaker® nith them. 

2. These disorders increased greatly, a *, 1 the 
king’s absence abroad had afforded a fit ►por- 
tunitv for that iiwnase; but as soon *.s 1 . ind 
was returned, and had made (he foremen:ioiied 
sp« i ch to tin- multitude, Pheroras and s ! me 
It t fall words immediately, as if he were in i >at 
danger, and as if lint young men openly t rrsit- 
em d that tiicy would not spare him any I er, 
hut revenge their mother’s <!i .uh upon him. They 
also added another circumstance, that tin i • I j <es 
were fixed on Arclulnus tin: king of CappM Iona, 
tfiat they should be able by his means to f\»m« to 
CVsar, and accuse their father. Upon 1.curing 
such things, Hi rod wits immediately disturb* d; 
and indeed was the more astonished, became the 
same things were related to him by some others 
also. He then called to mind his former calamity 
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and considered that the disorders in his family 
had hindered him from enjoying any comfort 
from those that were dearest to him, or from his 
wife whom he loved so well; and suspecting 
that his future troubles lvould soon be heavier 
and greater than those that were past, he was in 
great confusion of mind; for Divine Providence 
had in reality conferred upon him a great many 
outward advantages for his happiness, even be¬ 
yond his hopes, but the troubles he had at home 
were such as lie never expected to have met 
with, and rendered him unfortunate; nay, both 
sorts came upon him to such a degree as no one 
could imagine, and made it a doubtful question, 
whether, upon the comparison of both, he ought 
to have exchanged so great a success of outward 
good things, for so great misfortunes at home, or 
whether he ought not to have chosen to avoid the 
calamities relating to his family, though he had, 
for a compensation, never been possessed of the 
admired grandeur of a kingdom. 

3. As he was thus disturbed and afflicted, in 
order to depress these young men, lie brought to 
court another of his sons, that was born to him 
when lie was a private man: his name was An¬ 
tipater; yet did he not then indulge him as he 
did afterward, when he was quite overcome by 
him, and let him do every tiling as he pleased, 
but rather with a design of depressing the inso¬ 
lence of the sons of Mariamne, and managing 
this elevation of his so, that it might be for a 
warning to them, for this bold behavior of theirs 
(he thought) would not be so great, if they were 
once persuaded, that the succession to the king¬ 
dom did not appertain to them alone, or must of 
necessity come to them. So he introduced Anti¬ 
pater as their antagonist, and imagined that he 
made a good provision for discouraging their 
pride, and that after this was done to the young 
men, there might be a proper season for expect¬ 
ing these to be of a better disposition: but the 
event proved otherwise than he intended, for the 
young men thought he did them a very great in¬ 
jury; and as Antipater was a shrewd man, when 
he Lad once obtained this degree of freedom, and 
began to expect greater things than he had before 
hoped fur, he had but one single design in his 
head, and that was, to distress his brethren, and 
not at all to y ield to them the pre-eminence, but. to 
keep close to his father, who was already alien¬ 
ated from them by the calumnies he had heard 
about them, and ready to be wrought upon in any 
way his zeal against them should advise him to 
pursue, that he might be continually more and 
more severe against them. Accordingly, all the 
reports that were spread abroad came from him, 
while he avoided himself the suspicion of those 
discoveries proceeding from him, for he rather 
chose to make use of those persons for his assist¬ 
ants that were unsuspected, and such as might 
be believed to speak truth by reason of the good¬ 
will they bare to the king; and indeed there 
were already not a few who cultivated a friend¬ 
ship with Antipater, in hopes of gaining some¬ 
what by him, and these were the men who most 
of all persuaded Herod, because they appeared 
to speak thus out of their good-will to him: and 
while these joint accusations, from various foun¬ 
dations, supported one another’s veracity, the 
young men themselves afforded farther occasions 
to Antipater also: for they were observed to shed 
tears otten, on account of the injury that was of¬ 
fered them, and had their mother in their mouths; 
ami among their friends they ventured to rc- 

*This interval of ten years for tlie duration of Mar¬ 
cus Agrippa’s government in Asia,£eems to lie true,and 
agreeable to the Roman history. Sec Usher’s Annals 
at A. M. 3392. 

♦ Although Herod met Augustus at Aquilel, yet was 
this accusation of his sons deferred till they mine to 
Rome, ns sect. 3 assures us; and as we are particularly 
Informed in the history of the War, t». i. eh. xxiii. sect. 


proach their father, as not acting justly by them; 
all which things were with an evil intention re¬ 
served in memory by Antipater against a proper 
opportunity; and when they were told to Herod, 
with aggravations, increased the disorder so 
much, that it brought a great tumult into the fa¬ 
mily; for while the king wa9 very angry at im¬ 
putations that were laid upon the sons of Mari¬ 
amne, and was desirous to humble them, he still 
increased the honor that he had bestowed on 
Antipater; and was at Ia3t so overcome by his 
persuasions, that he brought his mother to court 
also. He also wrote frequently to Caesar in fa¬ 
vor of him, and more earnestly recommended 
him to his particular care. And when Agrippa 
was returning to Rome, after he had finished his 
ten year's government in Asia,* Herod sailed 
from Judea; and when he met with him, he had 
none with him but Antipater, whom he delivered 
to Agrippa, that he might take him along with 
him, together with many presents, that so he 
might become Caesar’s friend, insomuch, that 
things already looked as if he had all his father’s 
favor, and that the young men were entirely 
rejected from any hopes of the kingdom. 

CHAP. IV. 

How , during Antipater s Abode at Rome, Herod 
brought Alexander and Arisfobulus before Ccb- 
sar, and accused them. Alexander's Defence 
of himself before Casar , and Reconciliation to 
his Father. 

$ 1. And now what happened during Antipa¬ 
ter’s abseuce augmented the honor to which he 
had been promoted, and his apparent eminence 
above bis brethren, for he had made a great 
figure in Rome, because Herod had sent recom¬ 
mendations of him to all his friends there: only 
he was grieved that he was not at home, nor had 
proper opportunities of perpetually calumniating 
his brethren; and his chief fear was, lest his fa¬ 
ther should alter his mind, and entertain a more 
favorable opinion of the sons of Mariamne; and 
as he had this in his mind, he did not desist from 
his purpose, but continually sent from Rome auy 
suen stories as he hoped might grieve and irri¬ 
tate his father against his brethren, under pre¬ 
tence indeed of a deep concern for his preserva¬ 
tion; but in truth, such as his malicious mind 
dictated, in order to purchase a greater hope of 
the succession, which yet was already great iu 
itself: and thus he did till he had excited such a 
t degree of anger in Herod, that lie was already 
I become very ill-disposed towards the young men; 
but still, while he delayed to exercise so violent 
a disgust against them, and that he might not 
either be too remiss or too rash, and so ofiend, ho 
thought it best to sail to Rome, and there ac¬ 
cuse his sons before Caesar, and not indulge 
himself in any such crime as might be heinous 
enough to be suspected of impiety: but as he 
was going up to Rome, it happened that he made 
such haste as to meet with Ca?sar at the city 
Aquilei:f so when he came to the speech of Cce- 
sar, he asked for a time for hearing this great 
cause, wherein he thought himself very misera¬ 
ble, and presented his sons there, and accused 
them of their mad actions, and of their attempts 
against him: that “They were enemies to him; 
mid by all the means they were able did their 
endeavors to show their hatred to their own fa¬ 
ther, and would take away his life, and so obtain 
his kingdom after the most barbarous manner; 

3; though what lie here savs belonged distinctly to Al¬ 
exander the elder brother, I mean his being brought to 
Rome,is here justly extended toloth the brothers .and 
that not only in our copies, but in that of Zonara also : 
nor is there reason to doubt but they were l oth at this 
solemn hearing by Augustus, although the defence \va* 
made by Alexander alone, who wan the eldest brother 
l and one that could speak very well. 
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that he had power from Caesar to dispose of it, 
not by necessity, but by choice, to him who shall 
exercise the greatest piety towards him, while 
these my sons nre not so desirous of ruling, a9 
they are, upon a disappointment thereof, to ex¬ 
pose their own life, it so be they may but deprive 
th« ir father of his life, so wild and polluted is 
their mind by time become out of their hatred to 
him; that wnerens he had a long time borne this 
his misfortune, he was now compelled to lay it 
before Ca’sar, and to pollute his ears with such 
language, while he himself wants to know what 
severity they have ever suffered from him? or 
what hardships he hath ever laid upou them to 
make them complain of him? and how they can 
think it just that he should not be lord ot’ that 
kingdom, which he in a long time and w ith great 
danger had gained, and not allow him to keep it 
and to dispose of it to him who should deserve it 
best? Ana this, with other advantages, he pro¬ 
poses as a reward for the piety of such a one as 
will hereafter imitate the. care he hath taken of 
it, and that such a one may gain so great a re¬ 
quital as that is: and that it is an impious thing 
for them to pretend to meddle with it beforehand, 
for he who hatli ever the kingdom in bis view, 
at the same time reckons upoD procuring the 
death of his father, because otherwise he cannot 
come at the government; that as for himself, he 
had hitherto given them all that he was able, 
and what was agreeable to such as are subject 
to the royal authority, and the sons of a king; 
what ornaments they wanted, with servants and 
delicate fare; and had married them into the 
most illustrious families, the one [Aristobulus] to 
bis sister’s daughter, but Alexander to the daugh¬ 
ter of king Archelaus: and what was the great¬ 
est favor of all, when their crimes were so very 
bad, and he had authority to punish them, yet 
had he not made use of it against them, but bad 
brought them before Caesar their common bene¬ 
factor, and had not used the severity which, 
either as a father who had been impiously abu¬ 
sed, or as a king who had been assaulted treach¬ 
erously', he might have done, he made them 
stand upon the level with him in judgment; that, 
however, it was necessary that all this should 
not be passed over without punishment, nor him¬ 
self live in the greatest fears; nay, that it was 
not for their own advantage to see the light of 
the sun after what they have done, although they 
should escape at this time, since they had done 
the vilest things, and would certainly suffer the 
greatest punishments that ever were known 
among mankind.” 

2. These were the accusations which Herod 
laid with great vehcmency against his sons be¬ 
fore Ca sar. Now, the young nun, both while he 
was speaking, and chiefly at his concluding, wept, 
and were in confusion. Now, as to themselves, 
they knew in their own consciences they were 
innocent, but because they were accused by their 
father, they were sensible, ns the truth was, 
that it was hard for them to make their apology, 
since, though they were at liberty to speak their 
minds freely 119 the occasion required, and might 
with force and earnestness refute the accusation, 
yet was it not now decent so to do. There was 
then fore a difficulty how they should be uble to 
speak; and tears, and at length a deep groan, fol¬ 
lowed, while they were afraid, that if they said 
nothing, they should seem to be in this difficulty 
from a consciousness of guilt, nor had they nny 
defence ready, by reason of their youth, nod the 
disorder they were under; yet was not C:esar uo- 
apprized, when he looked upon them in the con¬ 
fusion they were in, that their delay to make 
their defence did not arise from any conscious¬ 
ness of great enormities, but from their unskil¬ 
fulness and modesty. They were also commise¬ 
rated by those that were there in particular, and 
they moved their father’s affections in earnest 
till he had much ado to conceal them. 


3. But when they saw there was a kird dispo¬ 
sition arisen both in him aod iD Caesar, and that 
every one of the rest did either shed tears, or at 
least did all grieve with them, the one of them, 
whose name was Alexander, called to his father, 
and attempted to answer his accusation, and said, 
“O father, the benevolence thou hast showed 
to us, is evident, even in this very judicial pro¬ 
cedure; for hadst thou had any pernicious inten¬ 
tions about us, thou hadst not produced us here 
before the common savior of all; for it was in 
thy power, both as a king, and as a father, to 
punish the guilty; but by thus bringing us to 
home, and making Caesar himself a witness to 
what is done, thou intimatest that thou inteodest 
to save us; for no one that hath a design to slay 
a man will bring him to the temples, and to the 
altars; yet are our circumstances still worse, for 
we cannot endure to live ourselves any longer, 
if it be believed that we have injured such a fa¬ 
ther; nay, perhaps it would be worse for us to 
live with tnis suspicion upon us, that we have 
injured him, than to die without such guilt; and 
if our open defence may be taken to be true, we 
shall be happy, botli in pacifying thee, and in 
escaping the danger we are in; but if this calum¬ 
ny so prevails, it is more than enough for us that 
we have seen the sun this day; which why should 
we see, if this suspicion be fixed upon us? Now 
it is easy to say of young men, that they desire 
to reign; and to say farther, that this evil pro¬ 
ceeds from the cast of our unhappy mother. This 
is abundantly sufficient to produce our misfor¬ 
tune out of the former; but consider well, whe¬ 
ther such an accusation does not suit all such 
young men, and may not be raid of them all pro¬ 
miscuously? for nothing can hinder him that 
reigns, if he have children, and their mother be 
dead, but the father may Imve a suspicion upon 
all his sons, as intending some treachery to him; 
but a suspicion i9 not sufficient to prove such an 
impious practice. Now let any man say, whe¬ 
ther we have actually and insolently attempted 
any such thing, whereby actions, otherwise in¬ 
credible, used to be made credible. Can any body 
prove that poison hath been prepared? or prove 
a conspiracy!of our equals, or the corruption ot 
servants, or letters written against thee? though 
indeed there are none of those things but have 
sometimes been pretended by' way of calumny, 
when they were never done; for a royal family 
that is at variance with itself is a terrible thing; 
and that which thou callest a reward of piety', 
often becomes, among very wicked men, such a 
foundation of hope as makes them leave no sort 
of mischief untried; nor does any' one lay any 
wicked practices to our charge; but as to ca¬ 
lumnies by hearsay', how can he put an end to 
them, who will not hear w'hat wc have to say*? 
Nave we talked with too great freedom? yes; 
but not against thee, for that would be unjust, 
but against those that never conceal any thing 
that is spoken to them. Hath either of us la¬ 
mented our mother? yes; but not because 3he is 
dead, but because she was evil spoken of by 
those who had no reason so to do. Are we desi¬ 
rous of that dominion which we know our father 
is possessed of? For what reason can wc be so? 
If we already' have royal honors, as we have, 
should not we labor in vain? And if we have 
them not, yet, arc not we in hopes of them? Or, 
supposing that we had killed thee, could we ex¬ 
pect to obtain thy' kingdom? while neither the 
earth would let u» tread upon it, nor the sea let 
us sail upon it, after such an action as that: nay 
the religion of all your subjects, and the piety of 
the whole nation, would have prohibited parri¬ 
cides from assuming the government, ancl from 
entering into that most holy temple which wa* 
built by thee.* But suppose we nad made light 

*Pinco some prejudiced men have Indulped a wild 
suspicion, ns we have supposed already, Antiq. h. xv. 
ch. xl. sect. 7, that Josephus’s history of Herod’s z«- 
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of other dangers, can any murderer go off un¬ 
punished, while Ciesar is alive? We are thy 
sons, and not so impious, or so thoughtless, as 
that comes to, though perhaps more unfortunate 
than is convenient tor thee. But in case thou nei¬ 
ther findest any causes of complaint, nor any 
treacherous designs, what sufficient evidences 
hast thou to make such a wickedness of ours 
credible? Our mother is dead indeed, but then 
what befel her might be an instruction to us to 
caution, and not an incitement to wickedness. 
We are willing to make a larger apology for our- | 
selves, but actions never done do not admit of 
discourse: nay, we will make this agreement 
with thee, and that before Caesar, the lord of all, 
who is now a mediator between us: if thou, O 
father, canst bring thyself, by the evidence of 
truth, to have a mind free from suspicion con¬ 
cerning us, let us live, though even then we shall 
live in an unhappy way, lor to be accused of 
great acts of wickedness, though falsely, is a 
terrible thing; but if thou hast any fear remain¬ 
ing, continue thou on in thy pious life, we will 
giv£ this reason for our own conduct, our life is 
not so desirable to us as to desire to have it, if it 
tend to the harm of our father who gave it us.” 

4. When Alexander had thus spoken, Caesar, 
who did not before believe so gross a calumny, 
was still more moved by it, and looked intently 
upon Herod, aud perceived he was a little con¬ 
founded; the persons there present were under 
an anxiety about the young men, and the fame 
that was spread abroad made the king hated, for 
the very incredibility of the calumny, and the 
commiseration of the flower of youth, the beauty 
of body, which w f ere in the young men, pleaded 
for assistance; and the more so on this account, 
that Alexander had made their defence with 
dexterity and prudence; nay. they did not them¬ 
selves any longer continue in their former coun¬ 
tenances, which had been bedewed with tears 
and cast downwards to the ground, but now there 
arose in them a hope of the best; and the king 
himself appeared not to have had foundation 
enough to build such an accusation upon, he 
having no real evidence wherewith to convict 
them. Indeed he wanted some apology for ma¬ 
king the accusation; but Caesar, after some de¬ 
lay, said, that “although the young men were 
thoroughly innocent of that for which they were 
calumniated, yet had they been so far to blame, 
that they had not demeaned themselves towards 
their father so as to prevent that suspicion which 
was spread abroad concerning them.” He also 
exhorted Herod to lay all such suspicions aside, 
and to be reconciled to his sons; for that it w'as 
aot just to give any credit to such reports con¬ 
cerning his own children; and that this repent¬ 
ance on both sides might still heal those breaches 
that had happened between them, and might im¬ 
prove their good-will to one another, whereby 
those on both sides, excusing the rashness of 
their suspicions, might resolve to bear a greater 
degree of affection towards each other than they 
had before. After Ctesar had given them this ad¬ 
monition, he beckoned to the young men. When 
therefore they were disposed to fall down to 
make intercession to their father, he took them 
up, and embraced them, as they were in tears, 
and took each of them distinctly in his arms, till 
not one of those that were present, whether free¬ 
man or slave, but was deeply affected with what 
they saw. 

5. Then did they return thanks to Caesar, and 
went away together; and with them went Anti- 
pater, with a hypocritical pretence that he re- 

t 

building the temple is no better than a fable, it may not 
be amiss to take notice of this occasional clause in the 
speech of Alexander before his father Herod, in his and 
hie brother’s vindication, which mentions the temple as 
known by every body to have been built by Herod. 
Bee John iL 30. See also another speech of Herod’s own 


joiced at this reconciliation. And ir. the last 
days they were with Caesar, Herod made him a 
present of three hundred talents, as he was 
then exhibiting shows and largesses to the peo¬ 
ple of Rome: and Caesar made him a present of 
half the revenue of the copper mines in Cyprus, 
and committed the care of the other half to him, 
and honored him with other gifts and incomes: 
and as to his own kingdom, he left it in his own 
ower to appoint which of his sons he pleased for 
is successor, or to distribute it in parts to every 
one, that the dignity might thereby cniue to them 
all. And when rterod was disposed to make 
such a settlement immediately, Caesar said, “ He 
would not give him leave to deprive himself, 
while he was alive, of the power over his king¬ 
dom, or over his sons.” 

6. After this Herod returned to Judea again, 
but during his absence no small part of his do¬ 
minions about Trachon had revolted, whom yet 
the commanders he left there had vanquished, 
and compelled to a submission again. Now, as 
Herod was sailing with his sons, and was come 
over against Cilicia, to [the island ] Eleusa, which 
hath now changed its name for Sebaste, he met 
with Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, who receiv¬ 
ed him kindly, as rejoicing that he was reconciled 
to his sons, and that the accusation against Alex¬ 
ander, who had married his daughter, was at an 
end. They also made one another such presents 
as it became kings to make. From thence Herod 
came to Judea, and to the temple, where he 
made a speech to the people, concerning what 
had been done in this his journey: “ He also dis¬ 
coursed to them about Caesar’s kindness to him, 
and ahout as many of the particulars he had done, 
as he thought it for his advantage other people 
should be acquainted with. At last he turned his 
speech to the admonition of his sons; and ex¬ 
horted those that lived at court, and the multi¬ 
tude, to concord; and informed them, that his 
sons were to reign after him; Antipater first, 
and then Alexander and Aristobulus, the sons of 
Mariamne; but he desired that at present they 
should all have regard to himself, and esteem 
him king and lord of all, since he was not yet 
hindered by old age, but was in that period o'’ 
life when he must be the most skilful in govern¬ 
ing; and that he was not deficient in other arts 
of management that might enable him to govern 
the kingdom well, and to rule over his children 
also. He farther told the rulers under him, and 
the soldiery, that in case they would look upon 
him alone, their life would be led in a peaceable 
1 manner, and they would make one another hap¬ 
py.” And when they had said this, he dismissed 
the assembly. Which speech was acceptable to 
the greatest part of the audience, hut not so tc 
them all, for the contention among his sons, and 
the hopes he had given them, occasioned thoughts 
and desires of innovations among them. 

CHAP. V. 

How Herod celebrated the Games that were to re¬ 
turn every fifth Year , upon the Building of 
Civsarea; and how he built and adorned many 
other Places after a magnificent Manner; and 
did many other Actions gloriously . 

$ 1. About this time it was that Caesarea 
Sebaste, which he had built, was finished. The 
entire, building being accomplished in the tenth 
year, the solemnity of it fell into the twenty- 
eighth year of Herod’s reign, and into the hun¬ 
dred and ninety-second Olympiad. There was 
accordingly a great festival, and most sumptuous 

to the young men that pulled down Mis golden eagle from 
the front of the temple,where he lakes notice, “ How the 
building of the temple cost him a vast sum ; and that 1 he 
Asmoneans, in those 123 years they held the govern- 
mCnt, were not nbie to perform so great n work, to the 
honor of God, as this was.” Aniiq. b. xvii.cb. vi.sect 3 
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preparations made presently, in order to its 
dedication, for he had appointed a contention in 
music, and games to be perlormed naked. He 
had also gotten ready a great number of those 
that light single combats, and of beasts for the 
like purpose: horse-races also, and the most 
chargeable of such sports and shows as used to 
be exhibited at Home, and in other places. He 
consecrated this combat to Chesar, and ordered 
it to be celebrated every fifth year. He also 
sentd. sorts of ornaments for it out of his own 
furniture, that it might want nothing to make it 
decent: nay, Julia, Caesar’s wife, sent a great 
part of her most valuable furniture [from Horne,] 
insomuch that he had no want of any thing. 
The sum of them all was estimated at five hun¬ 
dred talents. Now when a great multitude was 
come to that city, to see the shows, as well as 
the ambassadors whom other people sent, on 
account of the benefits they had received [from 
Herod,] he entertained them all in the public 
inns, and at public tables, and with perpetnal 
feasts, this solemnity having in the day-time the 
diversions of the fights, and in the night-time 
such merry meetings as cost vast sums of money, 
and publicly demonstrated the generosity of his 
soul, for in all his undertakings he was ambitious 
to exhibit what exceeded whatsoever had been 
done before of the same kind. And it is related 
that Ctesar and Agrippa often said, that “the do¬ 
minions of Herod were too little for the great¬ 
ness of his soul, for that he deserved to have both 
all the kingdom of Syria, and that of Egypt also.” 

2. After this solemnity and these festivals were 
over, Herod erected another city in the plain 
called Capharsaba, where he chose out a fit 
place both for plenty of water, and goodness of 
soil, and proper for the production of what was 
there planted, where a river encompassed the 
city itself, and a grove of the best trees for mag¬ 
nitude was round about it; this he named Anti- 
patris, from his father Antipater. He also built 
upon another spot of ground above Jericho, of 
the same name with his mother, a place of great 
security, and very pleasant for habitation, and 
called it Cypros. He also dedicated the finest 
monuments to his brother Phasaelus, on account 
of the great natural affection there had been be¬ 
tween them, by erecting a tower in the city 
itself, not less than the tower of Pharos, which he 
named Phasaelus, which was at once a part of 
the strong defences of the city, aud a memorial 
for him that was deceased, because it bare his 
name. He also built a city of the same name inthe 
valley of Jericho, as you go from it northward, 
whereby lie rendered the neighboring country 
more fruitful, by the cultivation its inhabitants 
introduced; aud this also he called Phasnelis. 

3. But as for his other benefits, it is impossible 
to reckon tin in up, those which he bestowed 
on cities, both in Syria and in Greece, and in all 
the places he came to in his voyages; for lie 
seems to have conferred, and that after a most 
plentiful manner, what would minister to many 
necessities, and the building of public works, ancl 
gave them the money that was necessary to such 
works as wanted it, to support them upon the 
failure of their other revenues: but, what was 
the greatest and most illustrious of nil his works, 
he erected Apollo’s temple at Hhodes, at his 
own expenses, and gave them a great number of 
talents of silver for the repair of their fleet, lie 
also built the greatest part of the public edifices 
for the inhabitants ofNicopolis,* at Actium: and 
for the Antiochian*, the inhabitants of the. prin¬ 
cipal city of Syria, where a broad street cuts 
through the place lengthways, lie built cloisters 
along it on both sides; and laid the open road 
with polished stone, which was of very great nd- 

* Dr Hudson here gives ns the words of Suetonius 
concerning this Nicojiolis, when Augustus rebuilt It; 

‘And that the memory of the victory at Actiuin might 
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vantage to the inhabitants. And as to the Olympic 
games, which were in a very low condition, by 
reason of the failure of their revenues, he reco¬ 
vered their reputation, and appointed revenues for 
their maintenance, and made that solemn meet¬ 
ing more venerable, as to the sacrifices and other 
ornaments: and by reason of this vast liberality, 
he was generally declared in their inscriptions to 
be one of the perpetual managers of those games. 

4. Now some there are who stand amazed at 
the diversity of Herod’s nature and purposes; 
for when we have respect to his magnificence, 
and the benefits which lie bestowed on all man¬ 
kind, there is no possibility for even those that 
had the least respect for Him, to deny, or not 
openly to confess, that he had a nature vastly 
beneficent; but when any one looks upon the 
punishments he inflicted, and the injuries he did, 
not only to his subjects, but to his nearest re¬ 
lations, and takes notice of his severe and unre¬ 
lenting disposition there, he will be forced to 
allow that he was brutish, and a stranger to all 
humanity, insomuch that these men suppos^his 
nature to be different, and sometimes at contra¬ 
diction with itself; but I am myself of another 
opinion, and imagine that the occasion of both 
these sorts of actions was one and the same; for 
being a man ambitious of honor, and quite over¬ 
come by that passion, he was induced to be 
magnificent, wherever there appeared any hopes 
of a future memorial, or of reputation at present, 
and as his expenses were beyond his abilities, 
he was necessitated to be harsh to his subjects; 
for the persons on whom he expended his money 
were so many, that they made him a very bad 
procurer of it; and because he was conscious 
that he was hated by those under him, for the 
injuries he did them, he thought it not an easy 
thing to amend his offences, for that it was in¬ 
convenient for his revenue; he therefore strove 
on the other side to make their ill-will an oc¬ 
casion of his gains. As to his own court, there¬ 
fore, if any one was not very obsequious to him 
in his language, and would not confess himself 
to be his slave, or but seemed to think of any in¬ 
novation in his government, he was not able to 
contain himself, but prosecuted his very kindred 
and friends, and punished them as if they were 
enemies; and this wickedness he undertook out of 
a desire that he might be himself alone honored. 
Now for this my assertion about that passion of 
his, we have the greatest evidence, by what he 
did to honor Caesar and Agrippa, and his other 
friends: for with what honors he paid his re¬ 
spects to them who were his superiors, the same 
did he desire to be paid to himself; and what he 
thought the most excellent present he could 
make another, he discovered an inclination to 
have the like presented to himself. But now the 
Jewish nation is by their law u stranger to al* 
such things, and accustomed to prefer righ¬ 
teousness to glory; for which reason that nation 
was not agreeable to him, because it was out of 
their power to flatter the king’s ambition with 
statues or temples, or any other such perform¬ 
ances. And this seems to me to have been at 
once the occasion of Herod’s crimes, as to his 
own courtiers and counsellors, and of his bene 
factions, as to foreigners and those that had no 
relation to him. 

CHAP. VI. 

Mn Embassage of the .Tev's in Cyrcneand Jl sia to 
Ca'sar, concerning the Complaints they had to 
make against the Greeks: with Copies of the 
Epistles which Casar and Jlgrippa wrote to the 
Cities for them. 

$ 1. Now the. cities ill treated the Jews in 
Asia, and all those also of the same nation which 

be celebrated the more afterward, lie built NicopoliBiu 
Actiuin,and appointed public shows lobe thereexliibb 
ted every fifth year.” In August, sect. 18 
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lived in Libya, which joins to Cyrene, while the 
former kings had given them equal privileges 
with the other citizens; but the Greeks affronted 
them at this time, and that so far as to take away 
their sacred money, and to do them mischief on 
other particular occasions. When therefore they 
were tnus afflicted, and found no end of the bar¬ 
barous treatment they met with among the 
Greeks, they sent ambassadors to Caesar on 
those accounts; who gave them the same privi¬ 
leges as they had before, and sent letters to the 
same purpose to the governors of the provinces, 
copies of which I subjoin here, as testimonials of 
the ancient favorable disposition the Roman 
emperors had towards us. 

2. “Ctesar Augustus, high priest, and tribune 
of the people, ordains thus: Since the nation of 
the Jews hath been found grateful to the Roman 
people, not only at this time, but in time past 
also, and chiefly Hyrcanus the high priest, under 
my father Caesar the emperor,* it seemed good 
to me and my counsellors, according to the sen¬ 
tence and oath of the people of Rome, that the 
Jews have liberty to make use of their own cus¬ 
toms, according to the law of their forefathers, 
as they made use of them under Hyrcanus, the 
high priest of Almighty God; and that their sa¬ 
cred money be not touched, but be sent to Jeru¬ 
salem, and that it be committed to the care of the 
receivers at Jerusalem; and that they be not 
obliged to go before any judge on the Sabbath- 
day, nor on the day of the preparation to it, after 
the ninth hour:f but if any one be caught steal¬ 
ing their holy books, or their sacred money, 
whether it be out of the synagogue, or public 
school, he shall be deemed a sacrilegious person, 
and his goods shall be brought into the public 
treasury of the Romans. And I give order, that 
the testimonial which they have given me, on 
account of my regard to that piety which I ex¬ 
ercise toward all mankind, and out of regard to 
Caius Marcus Censorinus, together with the pre¬ 
sent decree, be proposed in that most eminent 
place w hich hath been consecrated to me, by the 
community of Asia at Ancyra. And if any one 
transgress any part of what is above decreed, 
he shall be severely punished.” This was in¬ 
scribed upon a pillar in the temple of Cassar. 

3. “ Caesar to Norbanus Flaccus, sendeth greet¬ 
ing: Let those Jews, how many soever they be, who 
have been used accordingto their ancient custom, 
to send their sacred money to Jerusalem, do the 
same freely.” These were the decrees of Cresar. 

4. Agrippa also did himself write after the man¬ 
ner following, on behalf of the Jews: “ Agrippa, 
to the magistrates, senate, and people of the 
Ephesians, sendeth greeting: I will that the care 
and custody of the sacred money that is carried 
to the temple at Jerusalem be left to the Jews of 
Asia, to do with it accordingto their ancient cus¬ 
tom; and that such as steal that sacred money 
of the Jews, and fly to a sanctuary, shall be 
taken thence and delivered to the Jews, by the 
same law that sacrilegious persons are taken 
thence. I have also written to Sylvanus the 
prajtor, that no one compel the Jews to come be¬ 
fore a judge on the Sabbath-day.” 

5. 41 Marcus Agrippa, to the magistrates, senate, 
and people of Cyrene, sendeth greeting: The 
Jews of Cyrene have interceded with me for the 
performance of what Augustus sent orders about 
to Flavius, the then prretor of Libya, and to the 
other procurators of that province, that the sa¬ 
cred money may be sent to Jerusalem freely, as 

* Augustus here calls Julius Caesar his/atArr, though 
by birth he was only his uncle , on account of his adop¬ 
tion by lffin. See the same, Antiq. b. xiv. ch. xiv. sect. 4. 

t Tliis is authentic evidence, that the Jew’s, in the 
days of Augustus, began to prepare for the celebration 
of the Sabbath at the ninth hour on Friday, as the tra¬ 
dition of the elders did, it seems, then require of them. 

X The remaining part of this chapter is a remarkable 
one, as justly distinguishing natural justice, religion, 
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hath been their custom from their forefathers, 
they complaining that they are abused by cer¬ 
tain informers, and, under pretence of taxes 
which were not due, are hindered from sending 
them, which I command to be restored, without 
any diminution or disturbance given to them, 
and if any of that sacred money in the cities be 
taken from their proper receivers, I farther en¬ 
join, that the same be exactly returned to th* 
Jews in that p.ace.” 

6. “ Caius Norbanus Flaccus, proconsul, to the 
magistrates of the Sardians, sendeth greeting: 
Caesar hath written to me, and commanded me 
not to forbid the Jews, how many soever they be, 
from assembling together according to the custom 
of their forefathers, nor from sending their mo¬ 
ney to Jerusalem; I have therefore written to 
you, that you may know that both Caesar and I 
would have you act accordingly.” 

7. Nor did Julius Antonius, the proconsul, 
write otherwise: “To the magistrates, senate, 
and people of the Ephesians sendeth greeting: 
As I was dispensing justice at Ephesus, on the 
ides of February, the Jews that dwell in Asia de¬ 
monstrated to me, that Augustus and Agrippa had 
permitted them to use their own laws and customs, 
and to offer those their first-fruits which every 
one of them freely offers to the Deity on account 
of pietj’, and to carry them in a company toge¬ 
ther to Jerusalem without disturbance. They 
also petitioned me, that I also would confirm 
what had been granted by Augustus and Agrippa 
by my own sanction. I would therefore have you 
take notice, that according to the will of Augus¬ 
tus and Agrippa, I will permit them to use and 
do according to the customs of their forefathers 
without disturbance.” 

8. I have been obliged to set down these de¬ 
crees, because the present history of our own 
acts will go generally among the Greeks; and I 
have hereby demonstrated to them that we have 
formerly been in great esteem, and have not been 
prohibited by those governors we were under 
from keeping any of the laws of our forefathers; 
nay, that we have been supported by them, 
wdile we followed our own religion, and the wor¬ 
ship we paid to God; and I frequently make 
mention of these decrees, in order to reconcile 
other people to us, and to take away the causes 
of that hatred which unreasonable men bear to 
us. As for our customs,}: there is no nation 
which always makes use of the same, and in 
every city almost we meet with them different 
from one another; but natural justice is most 
agreeable to the advantage of all men equally, 
both Greeks and barbarians, to which our laws 
have the greatest regard, and thereby render us, 
if we abide in them after a pure manner, bene¬ 
volent and friendly to all men: on which account 
we have reason to expect the like return from 
others, and to inform them that they ought not 
to esteem difference of positive institutions a 
sufficient cause of alienation, but [join with us in] 
the pursuit of virtue and probity, for this belongs 
to all men in common, and of itself alone is suffi¬ 
cient for the preservation of human life. I uow 
return to the thread of my history. 

CHAP. VII. 

How, upon Herod's going down into David's Se¬ 
pulchre , the Sedition in his Family greatly in¬ 
creased. 

fll.As for Herod, he had spent vast sums 
about the cities, both without and within his own 
and morality, from positive institutions in all rountrios, 
anil evidently preferring the former before the latter; 
as did the true prophets of Clod nlwnys under the Old 
Testament, and Christ and his apostles always under 
the New; whence our Josephus seems to have been 
at this time nearer Christianity than were the scribe# 
and Pharisees of his age, who, as we know from the 
New T^ument, were entirely of a different opinion and 
practice. 
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kingdom: and as he had before heard that Ilyr- 
canus, who had been kin" before him, had open¬ 
ed David's sepulchre, and taken out of it three 
thousand talents of silver, and that there was a 
much greater number left behind, and indeed 
enough to suffice all his wants, he had a great 
while an intention to make the attempt; and at 
this time he opened that sepulchre by night, and 
went into it, and endeavored that it should not 
be at all known in the city, but took only his most 
faithful friends with him. As for any money, he 
bund none, as llyrcauus had done, but that fur¬ 
niture of gold, and those precious goods that 
were laid up there; all which he took away. 
However, he had a great desire to make a more 
diligent search, and to go farther in, even as far 
as the very bodies of David and Solomon; where 
two of his guards were slain, by a flame that 
burst out upon those that went in, as the report 
was. So he. was terribly affrighted, and went 
out and built a propitiatory monument of that 
fright he had been in, and this of white stone, at 
the mouth of the sepulchre, and that at a great 
expense also. And even Nicolaus his historio¬ 
grapher makes mention of this monument built 
by llerod,* though he does not mention liisgoiug 
down into the sepulchre, as knowing that action 
to he of ill repute; and many other things he 
treats of in the same manner in his book; for lie 
wrote in Herod’s lifetime, and under his reign, 
and so as to please him, and as a servant to him, 
touching upon nothing but what tended to his 
glory, and openly excusing many of his notorious 
crimes, and very diligently concealing them. 
And as he was desirous to put handsome colors 
oil the death of Mariamnc and her sons, which 
were barbarous actions in the king, he tells false¬ 
hoods about the incontinence of Mariamnc, and 
the treacherous designs of his sons upon him; 
and thus he proceeded in his whole work, mak¬ 
ing a pompons encomium upon what just actions 
he had done, but earnestly apologizing for his 
unjust ones. Indeed a man, as I said, may have 
a great deal to say by way of excuse for Nico¬ 
laus; for he did not so properly write this as a 
history for others, as somewhat that might be 
subservient to the king himself. As for our¬ 
selves, who come of a family nearly allied to the 
Asnionean kings, and on that account have an 
honorable place, which is the priesthood, wc 
think it indecent to sav any thing that is false 
about them, and accordingly wc have described 
their actions after an unblemished and upright 
manner. And although we reverence many of 
Herod’s posterity, who still reign, yet do we pay 
a greate r regard to truth than to them, and tins 
though it sometimes happens that we incur their 
displeasure by so doing. 

*2. And indeed Herod’s troubles in Ins family 
seem to be augmented by reason of this attempt 
he made upon David's sepulchre, whe ther divine 
vengeance increased the calamities he lay under, 
in order to render them incurable, or whether 
fortune made an assault upon jiint in those cases, 
wherein the seasonablenr-ss ol the cause made it 
strongly believed that the calamities came upon 
him for his impiety; for the tumult was like a 
civil war in his palace, and their hatred towards 
one another was like that where each one strove 
to exceed another in calumnies. 1 lowever. An¬ 
ti pater used stratagems perpetually against his 
brethren, and that very cunningly; while abroad, 
he loaded them with accusations, but still took 
upon him frequently to npologize for them, that 
this apparent benevolence to them might make 
him be believed, and forward his attempts against 
them, by which means lie, after various man¬ 
'll is here worth our observation, bow rnreful Jose- 
plum was as to the discovery of truth in Herod’s histo¬ 
ry, sinre he would not follow Nicolaus of Damascus 
himself, so great a historian, where there was great 
•'Cason to suspect that he flattered Jlerod; which im¬ 
partiality in history Josephus here solemnly professes, 


ners, circumvented his father, who believed that 
all he did was for his preservation. Herod plso 
recommended Ptolemy, who was a great di¬ 
rector of the affairs of Ids kingdom, to Antipater; 
and consulted with his mother about ie public 
affairs also. And indeed these were all in all. 
and did what they pleased, and made the king 
angry against any other persons, as they thought 
it might be to their own advantage: but still the 
sons of Mariamne were in a worse and worse 
condition perpetually, and while they were thrust 
out, and set in a more dishonorable rank who 
vet by birth were the most noble, they could not 
bear the dishonor. And for the women, Gla¬ 
phyra, Alexander’s wife, the daughter of Arche- 
laus, hated Salome, both because of her love to 
her husband, and because Glaphyra seemed to 
behave herself somewhat insolently towards Sa¬ 
lome’s daughter, who was the wife of Aristobu- 
lus, which equality of hers to herself Glaphyra 
took very impatiently. 

3. Now, besides this second contention that 
had fallen among them, neither did the king’s 
brother Pheroras keep himself out of trouble, 
but had a particular foundation for suspicion and 
hatred; for he was overcome with the charms of 
his wife to such a degree of madness, that he 
despised the king’s daughter, to whom he had 
been betrothed, and wholly bent his mind to the 
other, who had been but a servant. Herod also 
was grieved by the dishonor that was done him, 
because he had bestowed many favors upon 
him, and had advanced him to ihat height of 
power that he was almost a partner with nim in 
the kingdom, and saw that he had not made him 
a due return for his favors, and esteemed him¬ 
self unhappy on that account. So upon Phero- 
ras’s unworthy refusal, he gave the damsel to 
Phasaelus’s son: but after some time, when he 
thought the heat of his brother’s affections was 
over, he blamed him for his former conduct, and 
desired him to take his second daughter, whose 
name was Cypros. Ptolemy also advised him to 
leave off affronting his brother, and to forsake 
her whom he had loved, for that it was a base 
thing to be so enamoured of a servant, as to de- 

E rivc himself of the king’s good-will to him, and 
ecomc an occasion of his trouble, and make him¬ 
self bated by him. Pheroras knew that this 
advice would be for his own advantage, particu¬ 
larly because he laid been accused before, and 
forgiven; be put his wife away, although lie 
already had a son by her, and engaged to the 
king that he would take his second daughter, 
and agreed that the thirtieth day after should be 
the day of marriage; and swore he would have 
no further conversation with her whom he had 

f >ut away; but when the thirty days were over, 
le was such a slave to his affections, that he no 
longer performed any thing he had promised, but 
continued still with ids former wife. This occa¬ 
sioned Herod to grieve openly, and uiade him 
angry, while the king dropped one. word or other 
against Pheroras perpetually; and many made 
the king’s anger au opportunity for raising ca¬ 
lumnies against him. Nor had the king any lon¬ 
ger a single quiet day or hour, but occasions of 
one fresh quarrel or another arose among his re¬ 
lations, and those that were dearest to him; for 
Salome was of a harsh temper, and ill-natured to 
Mariamnc’s sons; nor would she suffer her own 
daughter, who was the wife of Aristobnius, one 
of those young men, to bear a good-will to her 
husband, but persuaded her to tell her if he had 
said any thing to her in private; and when any 
misunderstandings happened, as is common, she 
raised n great many suspicions out of it; by 

and of which Impartiality he has given more demonstra- 
lion than almost any other historian whomsoever But 
as to Herod’s taking great wealth out of David’ sepul¬ 
chre, though 1 cannot prove it, yet do I strongly sus¬ 
pect it from this very history. 
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to make the king hate her, and to make her 
away, because of the good-will she bore to He¬ 
rod, and because she was always foreseeing the 
dangers that were coming upon him, and that at 
present there were more plots against him than 
usual; for while she was the only person who 
I persuaded her brother to put away the wife he 
now had, and to take the king's daughter, it was 


which means she learned all their concerns, and 
made the damsel ill-natured to the young man. 
And in order to gratify her mother, she often 
said that the young men used to mention Mari- 
auine ,'hen they were by themselves; and that 
they "Tped their father, and were continually 
threatening, that if they had once got the king¬ 
dom, they would make Herod’s sons by his for¬ 
mer wives country schoolmasters, for that the 
present education which was given them, and 
their diligence in learning, fitted them for such 
an employment. And as for the women, when¬ 
ever they saw 7 them adorned with their mother’s 
clothes, they threatened, that instead of their 
present gauay apparel, they should be clothed in 
sackcloth, and confined so closely that they 
should not see the light of the sun. These sto¬ 
ries were preseutly carried by Salome to the 
king, who was troubled to hear them, and en¬ 
deavored to make up matters; but these sus¬ 
picions afflicted him, and becoming more and 
more uneasy, he believed every body against 
every body, However, upon his rebuking his 
sons, and hearing the defence they made for 
themselves, he was easier for a while, though a 
little afterward much worse accidents came upon 
him. 

4. For Pheroras came to Alexander, the hus¬ 
band of Glaphyra, who w r as the daughter of Ar- 
chelaus, as we have already told you, and said, 
that he had heard from Salome, that Herod was 
enamoured of Glaphyra, and that his passion for 
her was incurable. When Alexander neard that 
he was all on fire, from his youth and jealousy; 
and he interpreted the instances of Herod’s obli¬ 
ging behavior to her, which were very frequent, 
lor the worse, which came from those suspicions 
he had on account of that word which fell from 
Pheroras: nur could he conceal his grief at the 
thing, but informed him what words Pheroras 
had said. Upon which Herod was in a greater 
disorder than ever; and not bearing such a false 
calumny, which was to his shame, was much dis¬ 
turbed at it; and often did he lament the wicked¬ 
ness of his domestics, and how good he had been 
to them, and how ill requitals they had made him. 
So he sent for Pheroras, and reproached him, and 
said, “Thou vilest of all men! art thou come to 
that unmeasurable and extravagant degree of 
ingratitude, as not only to suppose such things of 
me, but to speak of them ? 1 now indeed perceive 
what thy intentions are: it is not thv only aim 
to reproach me, when thou usest such words to 
my son, but thereby to persuade him to plot 
against me, and get me destroyed by poison. 
And who is there, if he had not a good genius at 
his elbow, as hath my son, that would bear such 
a suspicion of his father, but would revenge him¬ 
self upon him? Dost thou suppose that thou hast 
only dropped a word for him to think of, and not 
lather hast put a sword into his hand to slay his 
father? And what dost thou mean, when thou 
really hatest both him and his brother, to pretend 
kindness to them, only in order to raise a reproach 
against me, and talk of such things as no one but 
such an impious wretch as thou art could either 
devise in their mind, or declare in their words. 
Begone, thou that art such a plague to thy be¬ 
nefactor and thy brother, and may that evil con¬ 
science of thine go along with thee; while I still 
overcome my relations bv kindness, and am so 
far from avenging myself of them as they de¬ 
serve, that I bestow greater benefits upou them 
than they are worthy of.’’ 

5. Thus did the king speak. Whereupon Phe¬ 
roras, who was caught in th<^ very act of his vil- 
lany, said, that “it was Salome who was the fra¬ 
mer of this plot, and that the words came from 
her.” But as soon as she heard that, for she 
was at hand, she cried out, like one that would 
be believed, that no such thing ever came out of 
her mouth; that they all earnestly endeavored 


no wonder if she were hated by him. As she 
said this, and often tore her hair, and often beat 
her breast, her countenance made her denial to 
be believed; but the perverseness of her man¬ 
ners declared at the same time her dissimulation 
in these proceedings; but Pheroras was caught 
between them, and had nothing plausible to offer 
in his own defence, while he confessed that he 
had said what was charged upon him, but was 
not believed when he said he had heard it from 
Salome; so the confusion among them was in¬ 
creased, and their quarrelsome words one to an¬ 
other. At last the king, out of his hatred to his 
brother and sister, sent them both away, and 
when he had commended the moderation of his 
son, and that he had himself told him of the re¬ 
port, he went in the evening to refresh himself. 
After such a contest as this had fallen out among 
them, Salome’s reputation suffered greatly, since 
she was supposed to have first raised the calum¬ 
ny; and the king’s wives were grieved at her, as 
knowing she was a very ill-natured woman, and 
would sometimes be a friend, and sometimes an 
enemy, at different seasons; so they perpetually 
said one thing or another against her, and some¬ 
what that now fell out made them the bolder in 
speaking against her. 

6. There was one Obodas, king of Arabia, an 
inactive and slothful man in his nature; but Syl- 
leus managed most of his affairs for him. He was 
a shrewd man, although he was but young, and 
was handsome withal. This Sylleus, upon some 
occasion coming to Herod, and supping with 
him, saw Salome, and set his heart upon her; 
and, understanding that she was a widow, he 
discoursed with her. Xow, because Salome was 
at this time less in favor with her brother, she 
looked upon Sylleus with some passioo.and was 
very earnest to be married to him; and on the 
days following there appeared many, and those 
very great, indications of their agreement toge¬ 
ther. .Now the woman carried this news to the 
king, and laughed at the indecency of it; where¬ 
upon Herod inquired about it farther of Phero¬ 
ras, and desired him to observe them at supper, 
how' their behavior was one toward another; 
who told him, that by the signals which came 
from their heads and their eyes, they both were 
evidently in love. After this, Sylleus the Ara¬ 
bian, being suspected, went away, but came 
again in two or three months afterwards, as it 
were on that very design, and spake to Herod 
about it, and desired that Salome might be given 
him to wife; for that his affinity might not be 
disadvantageous to his affairs, by a union with 
Arabia, the government of which country was 
already in effect uuder his power, and more evi¬ 
dently u T ould be his hereafter. Accordingly, 
w hen Herod discoursed with his sister about it. 
and asked her whether she were disposed to this 
match, she immediately agreed to it. But when 
Sylleus was desired to come over to the Jewish 
religion, and then he should marry her, and that 
it was impossible to do it on any other terms, he 
could not bear that proposal, and went his wav: 
for he said, that if he should do so, he should be 
stoned by the Arabs. Then did Pheroras re¬ 
proach Salome for her incontinence, as did the 
women much more, and said, that Sylleus had 
debauched her. As for that damsel, whom the 
kin<£ had betrothed to his brother Pheroras, but 
he had not taken her, as l have before related, 
because he was enamoured of his former wife, 
Salome desired of Herod she might be given to 
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her son by Costobarus; which match he was 
very willing to, but was dissuaded from it by 
Pheroras, who pleaded that this young man 
would not be kind to her, since his father had 
been slain by him, and that it was more just that 
bis son, who was to be his successor in the te- 
trarchv, should have her; so he begged his par* 
don, and persuaded him to do so. Accordingly, 
the damsel, upon this chauge of her espousals, 
was disposed of to this young man, the son of 
Pheroras, the king giving for her portion a hun¬ 
dred talents. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How Herod took up Alexander, and bound him; 
whom yet Archelaus, King of Cappadocia , re¬ 
conciled to his Father lferod again. 

\ 1. But still the a Hairs of Herod’s family 
were no better, but perpetually more trouble¬ 
some. Now this accident happened, which arose 
from no decent occasion, but proceeded so far as 
to bring great dilficulties upon him. There were 
certain eunuehs which the king had, and on ac¬ 
count of their beauty, was very fond of them; 
and the care of bringing him drink was intrusted 
to one of them, of bringing him his supper to ano¬ 
ther, and of putting him to bed to the third, who 
almost managed the principal affairs of the go¬ 
vernment; and there was one told the king, that 
these eunuchs were corrupted by Alexander the 
king’s son, ivith great sums of money: and when 
they were asked, whether Alexander had had 
criminal conversation with them'? they confess¬ 
ed it, but said they knew of no farther mischief 
of his against his father; but when they were 
more severely tortured, and were in the utmost 
extremity, and the tormeuters, out of compliance 
with Antipater, stretched the rack to the very 
utmost, they said, that Alexander bare great ill- 
will and innate hatred to his father; and that he 
told them, that Herod despaired to live much 
longer; and that in order to cover his great age, 
he colored his hair black, and endeavored to 
conceal what would discover how old he was; 
but that if he would apply himself to him, when 
he should attain the kingdom, which in spite of 
his father, could come to no one else, he should 
quickly have the first place in that kingdom under 
him, for that he was now ready to take the king¬ 
dom, not only as his birthright, but by the prepa¬ 
rations he had made for obtaining it, because a 
reat many of the rulers, and a great many of 
is friends were of his side, and those no ill men 
neither, ready both to do and to sutler whatso¬ 
ever should come on that account. 

ii. When Ilcrod heard this confession, he was 
all over apger and fear, some parts seeming to 
him reproachful, and some made him suspicious 
of dangers that attended him, insomuch that on 
botli accounts he was provoked, and bitterly 
afraid lest some more heavy plot was laid against 
him than he should be then able to escape from; 
whereupon he did not now make an open search, 
but sent about spies to watch such sis he suspect¬ 
ed, for he was now overrun with suspicion uud 
hatred against all uhout him; and indulging 
abundance of those suspicions, in order to his 
preservation, he continued to suspect those that 
were guiltless; nor did he set any bounds to 
hiiuselt, but supposing that those who staid with 
nitu had the most power to hurt him, they were 
to him very frightlul; and for those that did not 
use to come to him, it seemed enough to mime 
them [to make them suspecte d,] and he thought 
himself safer when they were destroyed; and at 
last his domestics were come to that pass, that 
being no way secure of escaping themselves, 
they fell to accusing one. anuther, and imngiuing 
that he who first accused another, was most 
likely to save himself; yet, when any had over¬ 
thrown others, they were bated, aod they were 
thought to suffer justly, who unjustly accused 


others, and they only thereby prevented their 
own accusation; nay, they now executed their 
own private enmities by this means, and when 
they were caught they were punished in the 
same way. Thus these men contrived to make 
use of this opportunity as an instrument and a 
snare against their enemies; yet when they tried 
it, were themselves caught also in the same snare 
which they laid for others: and the king soon 
repented ot what he had done, because he had 
no clear evidence of the guilt of those whom he 
had slain; and yet what was still more severe in 
him, he did not make use of his repentance, in 
order to leave off doing the like again, but in 
order to inflict the same punishment upon their 
accusers. 

3. And in this state of disorder w'ere the affairs 
of the palace: and he had already told many of 
his friends directly, that they ought not to appear 
before him, nor come into the palace; and the 
reason of this injunction was, that [when they 
were there] he had less freedom of acting, or a 
greater restraint on himself on their account: for 
at this time it w r as that he expelled Andromachus 
and Gamellus, men who had of old been his 
friends, and been very useful to him in the affairs 
of his kingdom, and been of advantage to his 
family, by their embassages and counsels; and 
had been tutors to his sons, and had in a manner 
the first degree of freedom with him. He ex¬ 
pelled Andromachus, because his son Demetrius 
was a companion to Alexander and Gamellus, 
because fie knew that he wished him w r ell, which 
arose from his having been with him inhis vouth, 
when he was at school, and absent at Rome. 
These he expelled out of his palace, and was 
willing enough to have done worse by them: 
but that he might not seem to take such liberty 
against men of so great reputation, he content¬ 
ed himself with depriving them of their dignity, 
and of their power to hinder his wicked proceed¬ 
ings* 

4. Now' it was Antipater who was the cause of 
all this; who, when he knew what a mad and li¬ 
centious way of acting his father vvas in, and had 
been a great \vhile one of his counsellors, he hur¬ 
ried him on, and then thought he should bring 
him to do somewhat to purpose, when every one 
that could oppose him was taken aw T ay. When, 
therefore, Andromachus and his friends were 
driven away, and had no discourse nor freedom 
with the king any longer, the king in the first 
place examined by torture all whom he thought 
to be faithful to Alexander, whether they knew 
of any of his attempts against him; but these 
died without having any thing to say to that mat¬ 
ter, which made the king more zealous [after dis¬ 
coveries,] when he could not find out what evil 
proceedings lie suspected them of. As for Anti¬ 
pater, he was very sagacious to raise a calumny 
ugainst those that were really innocent, as if’ 
their denial was only their constancy and fidelity 
[to Alexander,] and thereupon provoked Herod 
to discover, by the torture of great numbers 
what attempts were still concealed. Now there 
was a certain person among the many that were 
tortured, who said, that he knew that the young 
man had often said, that w hen he was commend¬ 
ed as a tall man in his body, and a skilful marks¬ 
man, and (hat in his commendable exercises he 
exceeded all men, these qualifications given him 
by nature, though good in themselves, were not 
advantageous to him, because bis father wag 
grieved at them, and envied him for them; and 
that w hen he w'alked along with his father he en¬ 
deavored to depress and shorten himself, that he 
might not appear too tall, nnd that when he shot 
at any thing as he was hunting, when his father 
was by, he missed his mark on purpose, for he 
knew Flow ambitious his father was of being su¬ 
perior in such exercises. So when the man wa» 
tormented about this saying, and had ease given 
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mis body after it, he added, that he had his bro¬ 
ther Aristobulus for his assistance; and contrived 
to lie in wait for their father, as they were hunt¬ 
ing, and kill him: and when they had done so, 
to fly to Rome, and desire to have the kingdom 
given them. There were also letters of the 
young man found, written to his brother, wherein 
he complained, that his father did not act justly 
in giving Antipater a country, whose [yearly] re¬ 
venues amounted to two hundred talents. Upon 
these confessions Herod presently thought he 
had somewhat to depend on, in his own opinion, 
as to his suspicion about his sons: so he took up 
Alexander and bound him: yet did he still con¬ 
tinue to be uneasy, and was not quite satisfied of 
the truth of what he had heard; and when he 
came to recollect-himself, he found that they had 
only made juvenile complaints and contentions, 
and that it was an incredible thing, that when ftis 
son should have slain him, he should openly go to 
Rome [to beg the kingdom,] so he was desirous 
to have some surer mark of his son s wickedness, 
and was very solicitous about it, that he might 
not appear to have condemned him to be put in 
prison too rashly; so he tortured the principal of 
Alexander’s friends, and pi^t not a few of them to 
death, without getting any of the things out of 
them which he suspected. And while Herod 
was very busy about this matter, and the palace 
was full of terror and trouble, one of the younger 
sort, whea he was in the utmost agony, confessed 
that Alexander had sent to his friends at Rome, 
and desired that he might be quickly invited 
thither by Casar, and that he could discover a 
plot against him; that Mithridates, the king of 
rarthia, was joined in a friendship with his fa¬ 
ther against the Romans, and that he had a 
poisonous potion ready prepared at Askelon. 

5. To these accusations Herod gave credit, and 
enjoyed hereby, in his miserable case, some sort 
of consolation, in excuse of his rashness, as flat¬ 
tering himself with finding things in so bad a 
condition; but as for the poisonous potion, which 
he labored to find, he could find none. As for 
Alexander, he was very desirous to aggravate the 
vast misfortunes he \'as under; so he pretended 
not to deny the accusations, but punished the 
rashness of his father with a greater crime of 
his own; and perhaps he was willing to make his 
father ashamed of his easy belief of such calum¬ 
nies: he aimed especially, if he could gain be¬ 
lief to his storv, to plague him and his whole 
kingdom; for ne wrote four letters, and sent 
them to him, that “ he did not need to torture 
any more persons, for he had plotted against 
him; and that lie had for his partners Plieroras 
and the most faithful of his friends; and that Sa¬ 
lome came in to him by night, and that she lay 
with him whether he would or no; and that all 
men were come to be of one mind, to make 
away with him as soon as they could, and so get 
clear of the continual fear they were in from 
him.’* Among these were accused Ptolemy and 
Sapinnius, who were the most faithful friends 
to the king. And what more can be said, but 
that those who before were the most intimate 
friends, were become wild beasts to one another, 
as if a certain madness had fallen upon them, 
while there was no room for defence or refuta¬ 
tion, in order to the discovery of the truth, but 
all were at random doomed to destruction; so 
that some lamented those that were in prison, 
some those that were put to death, and others 
lamented that they were in the expectation of 
the same miseries; and a melancholy solitude 
rendered the kingdom deformed, and quite the 
reverse to that happy sta^a it was formerly in: 
Herod’s own life also was entirely disturbed; 
and because he could trust nobody, he was sorely 
punished by the expectation of farther misery, 
for he often fancied in his imagination, that his 
«on had fallen upon him, or stood by him with a 
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sword in his hand; and thus was his rnind night 
and day intent upon this thing, and revolved it 
over and over, no otherwise than if he were un¬ 
der a distraction. And this was the sad condi¬ 
tion Herod was now in. 

6. But when Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, 
heard of the state that Herod was in, and being 
in great distress about his daughter, and the 
young man [her husband,Jand grieving with He¬ 
rod, as with a man that was his triend, on account 
of so great a disturbance as he was under, he 
came [to Jerusalem] on purpose to compose their 
differences; and when he found Herod in such a 
temper, he thought it wholly unseasonable to re¬ 
prove him, or to pretend that he had done any 
thing rashly; for that he should thereby natu¬ 
rally bring him to dispute the point with him, 
and by still more and more apologizing for him¬ 
self to be the more irritated; ne went therefore 
another way to work, in order to correct the 
former misfortunes, and appeared angry at the 
young man, and said, that Herod had been so 
very mild a man, that he had not acted a rash 
part at all. He also said, he would dissolve his 
daughter’s marriage with Alexander, nor conld 
in justice spare his own daughter, if she were 
conscious of any thing, and did not inform Herod 
of it. When Archelaus appeared to be of this 
temper, and otherwise than Herod expected or 
imagined, and for the main, took Herod’s part, 
and was angry on his account, the king abated 
of his harshness, and took occasion, from 1m ap¬ 
pearing to have acted justly hitherto, to come 
by degrees to put on the affection of a father, and 
was on both sides to be pitied; for when some 
persons refuted the calumnies that were laid on 
the young man, he was thrown into a passion; 
but when Archelaus joined in the accusation, he 
was dissolved into tears and sorrow after an af¬ 
fectionate manner. Accordingly, he desired that 
he would not dissolve his son’s marriage, and be¬ 
came not so angry as before for his offences. So 
when Archelaus had brought him to a more mo¬ 
derate 'emper, he transferred the calumnies 
upon hi? friends; and said, it must be owing to 
them that so young a man, and one unacquainted 
with malice, was corrupted, and he supposed 
that there was more reason to suspect the bro¬ 
ther than the son. Upon which Herod was very 
much displeased at Pheroras, who indeed now 
had no one that could make a reconciliation be¬ 
tween him and his brother; so when he saw 
that Archelaus had the greatest power with He¬ 
rod, he betook himself to him in the habit of a 
mourner, and like one that had all the signs upon 
him of an undone man. Upon this, Archelaus 
did not overlook the intercession he made to him, 
nor yet did he undertake to change the king’s 
disposition towards him immediately; and ne 
said, that it was better for him to come himself 
to the king, and confess himself the occasion of 
all; that this would make the king’s anger not to 
be extravagant towards him, and that then he 
would be present to assist him. When he had 
persuaded him to this, he gained his point with 
both of them; and the calumnies raised against 
the young man were, beyond all expectation, 
wiped off. And Archelaus, as soon as he had 
made the reconciliation, went then away to Cap¬ 
padocia, having proved at this juncture of time 
the most acceptable person to Herod in the 
world; on which account he gave him the rich¬ 
est presents, as tokens of his respect to him, and 
being on other occasions magnanimous, he es¬ 
teemed him one of his dearest friends. He also 
made an agreement with him that he would go 
to Rome, because he had written to Ca:sar about 
these affairs: so they went together as far as 
Antioch, and there Herod made a reconciliation 
between Archelaus and Titus, the president of 
Syria, who had been greatly at variance, and so 
returned back to Judea. 
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CHAP IX. 

Concerning' the Revolt of the Trachoniles: how 

Sylleus accused Herod before Ccesar: and how 

fterod , when Ccesar was angry at him , resolved 

to send Nicolaus to Rome. 

§ 1. WHEN Herod had been at Rome, and was 
come back again, a war arose between him and 
the Arabians, on the occasion following: the in¬ 
habitants of Trachonitis, after Caesar had taken 
the country away from Zenodorus, and added it 
to Herod, fiad not now power to rob, but were 
forced to plough the land, and to live quietly, 
which was a thing they did not like; and when 
they did take that pains, the ground did not pro¬ 
duce much fruit for them. However, at the 
first the king would not permit them to rob, and 
so they abstained from that unjust way of living 
upon their neighbors, which procured Herod a 
great reputation for his care: but when he was 
sailing to Rome, (it was at that time when he 
went to accuse his son Alexander, and to commit 
Antipater to Caesar’s protection,) the Tracho- 
nites spread a report as if he were dead, and re¬ 
volted from his dominion, and betook themselves 
again to their accustomed way of robbing their 
neighbors; at which time the king's command¬ 
ers subdued them during his absence, but about 
forty of the principal robbers, being terrified by 
those that had been taken, left the country, and 
retired into Arabia, Sylleus entertaining them, 
after he had missed of marrying Salome, and gave 
them a place of strength, in which they dwelt. 
So they overran not only Judea, but all Ccelo*y- 
ria also, and carried off the prey, while Sylleus 
afforded them places of protection and quietness 
during their wicked practices. But when Herod 
came back from Rome, he perceived that his 
dominions had greatly suffered by them, and 
since he could not reach the robbers themselves, 
because of the secure retreat they had in that 
country, and which the Arabian government af¬ 
forded them, and yet being very uneasy at the 
injuries they had done him, he went all over 
Trachonitis, and slew their relations; whereupon 
these robbers were more angry than before, it 
being a law among them to be avenged on the 
murderers of their relations by all possihle 
means, so they continued to tear and rend every 
thing under Herod’s dominion with impunity; 
then did he discourse about these robberies to Sa- 
tuminus and Volumnius, and required that they 
should be punished; upon which occasion they 
still the more confirmed themselves in their rob¬ 
beries, and became, more numerous; and made 
very great disturbances, laying waste the coun¬ 
tries and villages that belonged to Herod’s king¬ 
dom, and killing those men whom they caught, 
till these unjust proceedings came to be like a 
real war, for the robbers were now become about 
a thousand. At which Herod was sore displea- 
aed, and required the robbers, as well as the mo¬ 
ney which he had lent Obodas, by Sylleus, which 
was sixty talents; and since the time of payment 
was now past, he desired to have it paid him; 
but Sylleus, who had laid Obodas aside, and ma¬ 
naged all by himself, denied that the robbers 
were in Arabia, and put off the payment of the 
money; about which there was a hearing before 
Saturninus and Volumnius who were then the 
presidents* of Syria. At la«t, lie, by their means, 
agreed, that within thirty days’ time Herod 
should be paid his money, and that each of them 
should deliver up the other’s subjects reciprocal¬ 
ly. Now, ns to Herod, there was not one of the 
other’s subjects found in his kingdom, either as 
doing any injustice, or on any other account; but 
it was proved that the Arabians had the robbers 
amongst them. 

2. When the day appointed for payment of the 

• These Joint presidents of Pyrin, Saturninus and Vo- 
lumnius, were not perhaps of equal authority ; hu! iho 
latter like a procurator under the former; as the very 


money was past, without Sylleus’s performing 
any part of his agreement, and he was gone to 
Rome, Herod demanded the payment of the 
money, and that the robbers that were in Arabia 
should be delivered up; and, by the permission 
of Saturninus and Volumnius, executed the judg¬ 
ment himself upon those that were refractory. 
He took an army that he had, and led it into Ara¬ 
bia; and in three days’ time, by forced marches, 
arriving at the garrison wherein the robbers 
were, he made an assault upon them, and took 
them all, and demolished the place, which was 
called Raepta, but did no harm to any others: 
but as the Arabians came to their assistance, 
under Nacebus their captain, there ensued a 
battle, wherein a few of Herod’s soldiers, and 
Nacebus, the captain of the Arabians, and about 
twenty of his soldiers fell, while the rest betook 
themselves to flight. So when he had brought 
fc nese to punishment, he placed three thousand 
Idumeans in Trachonitis, and thereby restrained 
the robbers that were there. He also sent an 
account to the captains that were about Phoenicia, 
and demonstrated that he had done nothing but 
what he ought to do, in punishing the refractory 
Arabians, which, upon an exact inquiry, they 
found to be no more than what was true. 

3. However, messengers were hasted away to 
Sylleus to Rome, and informed him of what had 
been done, and, as is usual, aggravated every 
thing. A~ow Sylleus had already insinuated him¬ 
self into the knowledge of C:esar, and was then 
about the palace; and as soon as he beard of 
these things, he changed his habit into black, and 
went in, and told C?esar, that “Arabia was af¬ 
flicted with war, and that all his kingdom was in 
great confusion, upoD Herod’s laying it waste 
with his army: and he said, with tears in his 
eyes, that two thousand five hundred of the prin¬ 
cipal men among the Arabians had been de¬ 
stroyed, and that their captain Nacebus, his 
familiar friend and kinsman, was slain; and that 
the riches that were at Raepta were carried off; 
and that Obodas was despised, whose infirm 
slate of body rendered him unfit for war; on 
which account neither he, nor the Arabian army, 
were present.” \ v ’hen Sylleus said so, and added 
invidiously, that “he would not himself have 
come out of the country, unless he had believed 
that Caesar would have provided that they should 
all have peace one with another, and that, had 
he been tnere, he would have taken care that the 
war should not have been to Herod’s advan¬ 
tage.” Caesar was provoked when this was said; 
and asked no more than this one question, both 
of Herod’s friends that were there, and of his 
own friends, who were come from Syria, “ Whe¬ 
ther Herod had led an army thither?” And 
when they were forced to confess so much, 
Caesar, without staying to hear for what reason 
he did it, and how 'it was done, grew very angry, 
and wrote to Herod sharply. The sum of his 
epistle u’as this; that “whereas of old lie had 
used him as his friend, he should now use him as 
his subject.” Sylleus also wrote an account ol 
this to the Arabians; who were so elevated with 
it, that they neither delivered up the robbers 
that had fled to them, nor paid the money that 
was due: they retained tnose pastures also 
which they ha\l hired, and kept them without 
paying their rent, and all this because the king 
of* the Jews was now in a low condition, by 
reason of Crcsar’s anger at him. Those of Trn- 
chonitis also made use of this opportunity, and 
rose up against the Idumean garrison, and fol¬ 
lowed the same way of robbing with the Ara¬ 
bians, who had pillaged their country, and w’ere 
more rigid in their unjust proceedings, not only 
in order to get by it, but by way of revenge also. 

4. Now Herod xvas forced to bear all this, that 

learned Noris and I’agi, and with them Dr, Hudson, 
determine. 
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confidence of his being quite gone with which 
Caesar’s favor used to inspire him; for Caesar 
would not admit so much as an embassage from 
him to make an apology for him: and when they 
came again, he sent them away without success. 
So he was cast into sadness and fear; and Syl- 
leus’s circumstances grieved him exceedingly, 
who was now believed by Caesar, and was pre¬ 
sent at Rome, nay, sometimes aspiring higher. 
Now it came to pass that Obodas was dead: and 
Eneas, whose name was afterwards changed to 
Aretas,* took the government, for Sylleus en¬ 
deavored by calumnies to get him turned out 
of his principality, that he might himself take 
it; with which design he gave much money to 
the courtiers, and promised much money to Cre- 
sar, who was angry that Aretas had not sent to 
him first before he took the kingdom; yet did 
Eneas send an epistle and presents to Caesar, and 
a golden crown, of the weight of many talents. 
Now' that epistle accused Sylleus as having been 
a wicked servant, and having killed Obodas by 
poison; and that, while he was alive, he had go¬ 
verned him as he pleased; and had also debauch¬ 
ed the wives of the Arabians; and had borrowed 
money, in order to obtain the dominion for him¬ 
self; yet did not Cassar give heed to these accu¬ 
sations, but sent his ambassadors back, without 
receiving any of his presents; but in the mean¬ 
time the affairs of Judea and Arabia became 
worse and worse, partly because of the anarchy 
they were under, and partly because, as bad as 
they were, nobody had power to govern them, for 
of the two kings, the one was notyet confirmed in 
his kingdom, and so had not authority sufficient to 
restrain the evil doers; and as for Herod, Caesar 
was immediately angry at him, for having aven¬ 
ged himself, and so he was compelled to bear all 
the injuries that were offered him. At length, 
when he saw no end of the mischief which sur¬ 
rounded him, he resolved to send ambassadors to 
Rome again, to see whether his friends had pre¬ 
vailed to mitigate Caesar, and to address them¬ 
selves to Caesar himself: and the ambassador he 
sent thither was Nicolaus of Damascus. 

CHAP. X. 

How Eurycles falsely accused Herod's Sons; 
and how their Father bound them, and wrote 
zo Caesar about them. Of Sylleus, and hoiv he 
was accused by Nicolaus. 

$ 1. The disorders about Herod’s family and 
children about this time grew much worse; for 
it now appeared certain, nor was it unforeseen 
beforehand, thAt fortune threatened the greatest 
and most insupportable misfortunes possible to 
his kingdom, its progress and augmentation at 
this time arose on the occasion following: One 
Eurycles. a Lacedemonian, (a person of note 
there, but a man of a perverse mind, and so cun¬ 
ning in his ways of voluptuousness and flattery, 
as to indulge both, and yet seem to indulge nei¬ 
ther of them,) came in his travels to Herod, and 
made him presents, but so that he received more 
presents from him. He also took such proper 
seasons for insinuating himself into his friend¬ 
ship, that he became one of the most intimate of 
the kind’s friends. He had his lodging in Anti¬ 
pater’s house; but lie had not only access, but 
free conversation with Alexander, as pretending 
cc him that he was in great favor with Arche- 
laus, tne king of Cappadocia; whence he pre¬ 
tended much respect to Glaphyra, and, in an 
occult manner, cultivated a friendship 4 with them 
all, but always attending to what was said and 
done, that he might be furrtished with calumnies 
to please them all. In short, he behaved him¬ 
self so to every body in his conversation, as to 

♦This Aretas was now heroine so establish*] a name 
for the kings of Arabia fal Petra and Damascus.] that 
when the crown came to this Encaa he changed his 
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appear to be his particular friend, and he made 
others believe that his being any where was for 
that person’s advantage. So he won upon A.t.X- 
ander, who was but young, and persuaded him 
that he might open his grievances to him with 
assurance, and with nobody else. So he de¬ 
clared his grief to him, how his father was aliena¬ 
ted from him. He related to him also the af¬ 
fairs of his mother, and of Antipater; that he 
had driven them from their proper dignity, and 
had the power over every thing himself; that no 
part of this was tolerable, since his father was 
already come to hate them; and he added, that 
he would neither admit them to his table, nor to 
his conversation. Such were the complaints, as 
was but natural, of Alexander, about the things 
that troubled him: and these discourses Eurycles 
carried to Antipater; and told him, he did notin- 
form him of this on his own account, but that 
being overcome by his kindness, the great im 
ortance of the thing obliged him to do it; and 
e warned him to have a care of Alexander, foi 
that what he said was spoken with vehemency, 
and that, in consequence of what he said, he 
would certainly kill him with his own hand. 
Whereupon Antipater, thinking him to be his 
friend by this advice, gave him presents upon all 
occasions, and at length persuaded him to inform 
Herod of what he had heard. So when he rela¬ 
ted to the king Alexander’s ill temper, as disco¬ 
vered by the words he had heard him speak, he 
was easily believed by him, and he thereby 
brought the king to that pass, turning him about 
by his words, and irritating him, till he increased 
his hatred to him, and made him implacable, 
which he showed at that very time, for he im¬ 
mediately gave Eurycles a present of fifty ta¬ 
lents; who, when he had gotten them, went to 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, and commended 
Alexander before him, and told him that he had 
been many ways of advantage to him in making 
a reconciliation between him and his father. So 
he got money from him also, and went away 
before his peruicious practices were fouud out.- 
but when Eurycles was returned to Lacedemon, 
he did not leave off doing mischief, and so, for 
his many acts of injustice, he was banished from 
his own country. 

2. But as for the king of the Jews, he was not 
now in the temper he was in formerly towards 
Alexander and Aristobulus, when he had been 
content with the hearing their calamities when 
others told him of them, but he was now come to 
that pass as to hate (hem himself, and to urge 
men to speak against them, though they did not 
do it of themselves. He also observed all that 
was said, and put questions, and gave ear to every 
one that would but speak, if they could but say 
any thing against them, till at length he heard 
that Euaratus, of Cos, was a conspirator with 
Alexander; which thing to Herod was the most 
agreeable and sweetest news imaginable. 

3. But still a greater misfortune came upon 
the young men, while the calumnies against them 
were continually increased, and. as a man may 
say, one would think it was every one’s endea¬ 
vor to lay some grievous thing to their charge, 
which might appear to be for the king's preser¬ 
vation. There were two guards of Herod’s body, 
who were in great esteem for their strength and 
tallness, Jucundus and Tvrannus: these men 
hail been cast ofl bv Herod, who was displeased 
at them; these now used to ride along with Alex¬ 
ander, and for their skill in their exercises were 
in great esteem with him, and had some gold and 
other gifts bestowed upon them. Now the king, 
having an immediate suspicion of these men, 
had them tortured; who endured the torture cou¬ 
rageously for a long time, but at last confessed 

name to Aretas, as Hnvereamp here justly observe*. 
Sec Antiq. b. xiii. eli.xv. sect. 2. 
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that Alexander would have persuaded them to 
kill Herod, whin he was in pursuit of the wild 
beasts, that it might be said he fell from his 
horse, and was run through with his own spear, 
for that he had once such a misfortune formerly. 
They also showed where there was money hid¬ 
den in the stable under ground, and these con¬ 
victed the king’s chief hunter, that he had given 
the young men the royal hunting spears, and 
weapons to Alexander’s dependants, at Alexan¬ 
der’s command. 

4. Alter these, the commander of the garrison 
of Alexandrium was caught and tortured; for he 
was accused to have promised to receive the 
young men into his fortress, and to supply them 
with that money of the king which was laid up 
in that fortress, yet did he not acknowledge any 
thing of it himself; but his son came in, and said 
it wus so, and delivered up the writing, which, 
so far as could be guessed, was in Alexander’s 
band. Its contents were these: “When we have 
finished, by God's help, all that we have proposed 
to do, we will come to jou; but do your endea¬ 
vors, as you have promised, to receive us into 
your fortress.’’ After this w riting was produced, 
Herod had no doubt about the treacherous de¬ 
signs of his sons against him. But Alexander 
said, that Diophantus, the scribe, had imitated 
his hand, and that the paper was maliciously 
drawn up by Antipater: for Diophantus appeared 
to be very cunning in such practices; and as he 
was afterward convicted of forging other papers, 
he was put to death for it. 

5. .So the king produced those that had been 
tortured before the multitude at Jericho, in order 
to have them accuse the young men, which ac¬ 
cusers many of the people stoned to death; and 
when they w-ere going to kill Alexander, and 
Aristobulus likewise, the king would not permit 
them to do so. but restrained the multitude, by 
the means of Ptolemy and Pheroras. However, 
the young men were put under a guard, and kept 
**? custody, that nobody mightcome at them; and 
all that they did or said was watched; and the 
reproach and fear they were in was little or no¬ 
thing dilferent trom those of condemned crimi¬ 
nals, and one of them, who was Aristobulus, was 
so deeply aflectid, that he brought Salome, who 
was his aunt, and his mother-in-law, to lament 
"’Itli him for his calamities, and to hale him who 
had suffered things to come to that pass; when 
he said to her, “Art not thou in danger of de¬ 
struction also, while the report goes that thou 
had>t disclosed beforehand ail our affairs to Svl* 
leus, when thou w’ast in hopes of being married 
to him?’ But she immediately carried those 
words to her brother: upon this he was out of 
patience, and gave command to bind him; and 
enjoined them both, now they were kept sepa¬ 
rate one from the other, to write down the ill 
things they had done against their fallur, and 
bring the writings to him. So when this was 
enjoined them, they wrote this, that they had 
laid no treacherous designs, nor made any pre¬ 
parations against their father, but that they had 
intended to lly away; and that by the distress 
they were in, their lives being now uncertain and I 
teniou* to them. 

G. About this time there came mi ambassador 
out of Cappadocia from Arche Ians, whose name 
was Mi las: hr was one of the principal rnh rs 
under him. So lit rod being desirous to show 
Archelaus’s ill-will to him, called for Alexander 
ns he wu« in his bonds, and asked him again con¬ 
cerning his night, whither and how they had re- 
solvtd to retire? Alexander replied, “To Ar- 
ciielaus, who had promised to send them away 
to Home; hut that they had no wicked nor mis¬ 
chievous desigos against their father; and that 
nothing of that nature which their adversaries 
had charged upon them was true; and that the ir 
d<«irc was, that he might have examined Ty- 
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rannusand Jucundus more strictly; but that they 
had been suddenly slain by the means of Anti- 
pnter, who put his own friends among the multi¬ 
tude ffor that purpose.”] 

7. When this was said, Ilerod commanded 
that both Alexander and Mtlas should be carried 
to Glaphyra, Archelaus's daughter, and that she 
should be asked, whether she did not know- 
somewhat of Alexander's treacherous designs 
against Herod? Now as soon as they were come 
to her, and she saw Alexander in bonds, she bent 
her head, and in a great consternation gave a 
deep and moving groan. The young man also 
fell into tears. 'This was so miserable a specta¬ 
cle to those present, that, for a great while, they 
were not able to say or do any thing; but at 
length Ptolemy, who w-as ordered to bring Alex¬ 
ander, bade him say, whether his wife were con¬ 
scious of his actions? lie. replied, “ How is it 
possible that she, whom 1 love better than my 
own soul, and by whom I have had children, 
should not know what 1 do?” Upon which she 
cried out, that “she knew of no wicked designs 
of his; but that yet, if her accusing herself false¬ 
ly would tend to his preservation, she would con¬ 
fess it all.” Alexander replied, “ There is no 
such wickedness as those (who ought the least 
of ail so to do) suspect, which either I have im¬ 
agined, or thou knowest of, but this only, that we 
had resolved to retire to Archelaus, and from 
thence to Home.” Which she also confessed. 
Upon which Herod, supposing that Archelaus’s 
ill-will to him was fully proved, sent a letter 
by Olympus and Volumnius; and bade them, as 
they sailed by, to touch at Eleusa of Cilicia, and 
give Archelaus the letter. And that when they 
had expostulated with him that he had a hand in 
his son’s treacherous design against him, they 
should from thence sail to Home; and that, in 
case they found Nicolaus had gained any ground, 
and that Casar was no longer displeased at him, 
he should give him his letters, and the proofs 
which he had ready to show against the young 
nu n. As to Archiluus, he made his defence for 
himself, that “ he had promised to receive the 
young men, because it was both for tluir ov/n 
and their father's advantage so to do, list some 
too severe procedure should be gone upon, m 
that anger and disorder they were in, on occa¬ 
sion of the present suspicions; but that still he 
had not promised to send them to C<c*ar: and 
that he had not promised any thing else to tl e 
young men that could show ill-will to him.” 

ft. When the>e ambassadors were come to 
Rome, they had a fit opportunity of d< livering 
their letters to Cirsar, necause they found him 
reconciled to Ilerod; for the circumstance of 
Nicolaus’s embassage had bt-en as follows: as 
soon as he was come to Home, and was aboit 
the court, he did not first of all set about what 
he was come for only, but he thought lit t.lso to 
accuse S\Ileus. Now the Arabians, even before 
lie come to talk with them, were quarrelling one 
with another; and some of them left SylU us’s 
party, and, joining thrms* Ives to Nicolaus, in¬ 
formed him of all the wicked things that had 
been done; and produced to him evident demon¬ 
strations of the slaughter of a great numbe r of 
Oboilas's friends by Sdlnn: for when these men 
left S\ liens, they had carried off w ith llu-m those 
letti rs w he rtby tin y could convict him. When 
Nicolaus saw such an opportunity afforded him, 
he made use of it, in order to gam his own point 
afterward, ami endeavored immediately to 
make a reconciliation between Ciesar ami He¬ 
rod; for lie was fully satisfied, that if he should 
desire to make a defend for lb-rod directly, he 
should not be allowed that liberty; but that if he 
desired to accuse SyIleus, there \voulJ an occa¬ 
sion present itself of speaking on Herod’s behalf. 
So when the cause w ts ri ady for a hearing, and 
the day was appointed, Nicolaus, whiie Aretas'a 
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ambassadors were present, accused Sylleus, and 
said, that “he imputed to him the destruction of 
the king [Obodas,] and of many others of the 
Arabians; that he nad borrowed money for no 
good design; and he proved that he had been 

uilty of adultery, not only with the Arabian, 

ut Roman women also.” And he added, that 
*• above all the rest, he had alienated Caesar from 
Herod; and that all that he had said about the 
actions of Herod were falsities.” When A icolaus 
was come to this topic, Caesar stopped him from 
going on, and desired him only to speak to this 
affair of Herod’s; and to show that “he had not 
led an army into Arabia, nor slain two thousand 
five hundred men there, nor taken prisoners, nor 
oillaged the country.” To which A icolaus made 
this answer: “I shall principally demonstrate, 
that either nothing at all, or but a very little, of 
those imputations are true, of which thou hast 
been informed, for had they been true, thou 
mightest justly have been still more angry at 
Herod.” At this strange assertion Cajsar was 
very attentive; and Nicolaus said, that there 
was a debt due to Herod of five hundred talents, 
and a bond, wherein it was written, that if the 
time appointed be elapsed, it should be lawful to 
make a seizure out of any part of his country. 
As for the pretended army, he said, it was no 
army, but a party sent out to require the just 
payment of the money; that this was not sent 
immediately, nor so soon as the bond allowed, 
but that Sylleus had frequently come before Sa- 
turninusand Volumnius, the presidents of Syria; 
and that at last he had sworn at Berytus, by thy 
fortune,* that lie would certainly pay the money 
within thirty days, and deliver up the fugitives 
that were under his dominion. And that when 
Sylleus had performed nothing of this, Herod 
came again before the presidents; and upon their 
permission to make a seizure for his money, he, 
with difficulty, went out of his country with a 
party of soldiers for that purpose. And this is 
all the war which these men so tragically de¬ 
scribe; and this is the affair of the expedition 
into Arabia. And how can this be called a war? 
when thy presidents permitted it; the covenants 
allowed it; and it was not executed till thy name, 
O Caesar, as well as that of the other gods, had 
been profaned. And now 1 must speak in order 
about the captives. There were robbers that 
dwelt in Trachonitis: at first their number was 
no more than forty, but they became more after¬ 
ward, and they escaped the punishment ITerod 
would have inflicted on them, by making Arabia 
their refuge. Sylleus received them, and sup¬ 
ported them with food, that they might be mis¬ 
chievous to all mankind, and gave them a coun¬ 
try to inhabit, and himself received the gains 
they made by robbery; yet did he promise that 
be would deliver up these men, and that by the 
same oaths and same time that he swore and 
fixed fur payment of his debt; nor can he by any 
means show that any other persons have at this 
time been taken out of Arabia, besides these, and 
indeed not all these neither, but only so many as 
could not conceal themselves. And thus does the 
calumny of the captives, which hath been so 
odiously represented, appear to be no better than 
a fiction and a lie, made on purpose to provoke 
thy indignation; for 1 venture to affirm, that 
when the forces of the Arabians came upon ns, 
and one or two of Herod’s party fell, he. then 
only defended himself, and there fell A T acebus, 
their general,and in all, about twenty-five others, 
and no more; whence S) Ileus, by multiplying 
every single soldier to a Hundred, he reckons the 

*This oath, by the fortune of Cttsar , was put lo Po- 
lycnrp, bishop of Smyrna, by ttic I’oman governor, to 
cry whether he were a Christian, as they were then es¬ 
teemed who refused to swear that oath/Marlvr. Polyc. 
sect. 0. 

t What Josephus relates Augustus to have here said, 
that berytus was a city belonging to the Romans, is 
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slain to have been two thousand five hundred.’* 
9. This provoked Caesar more than ever, eo 
he turned to Sylleus full of rage, and asked him 
how many of the Arabians were slain? Hereup¬ 
on he hesitated, and said he had been imposed 
upon. The covenants also were read about the 
money he had borrowed, and the letters of the 
presidents of .Syria, and the complaints of the 
several cities, so many as had been injured by 
the robbers. The conclusion was this, that 
Sylleus was condemned to die, and that Caesar 
was reconciled to Herod, and owned his repen¬ 
tance for what severe things he had written to 
him, occasioned by calumny, insomuch that he 
told Sylleus, that he had compelled him, by his 
lying account of things, to be guilty of ingrati¬ 
tude against a man that was his friend. At the 
last, all came to this; Sylleus was sent away to 
answer Herod's suit, and to repay the debt that 
he owed, and after that to be punished [with 
death:] but still Ctesar was offended with Are- 
tas, that he had taken upon himself the govern¬ 
ment, without his consent first obtained, for he 
had determined to bestow Arabia upon Herod, 
but that the letters he had sent hindered him 
from so doing, for Olympiusand Volumnius, per¬ 
ceiving that Caesar was now become favorable 
to Herod, thought fit immediately to deliver him 
the letters they were commanded by Herod to 
give him concerning his sons. When C;e?ar had 
read them, he thought it would not be proper to 
add another government to him, now he was old, 
and in an ill state with relation to his sons, so he 
admitted Aretas’s ambassadors; and after he had 
just reproved him for his rashness in not tarry¬ 
ing till he had received the kingdom from him, 
he accepted the presents, and confirmed him in 
his government. 

CHAP. XI. 

How Herod , by Permission from Caesar , accused 
his Sons before an Assembly of Judges at Bery¬ 
tus; and what Tero suffered for usinga bound¬ 
less and military Liberty of .Speech. Concern¬ 
ing also the Death of the youngJ)Ien % and their 
Burial at Aleccandrium. 

§1. So Cmsar was now reconciled to Herod, 
and wrote thus to him, that “he was grieved for 
him on account of his sons: and that in case they 
had been guiltv of any profane and insolent 
crimes against him, it would behove him to pu¬ 
nish them as parricides, for which he gave him 
power accordingly; but if they had only contri¬ 
ved to fly away, he would have him give them 
an admonition, and not proceed to extremity 
with them. He also advised him to get an as¬ 
sembly together, and to appoint some place near 
Bervtu?,f which is a city belonging to the Ro¬ 
mans, and to take the presidents of Syria, and 
Archelaus king of Cappadocia, and as many 
more as he thought to oe illustrious, for iheir 
friendship to him, and the dignities they were in, 
and determine what should be done by their 
approbation.” These were the directions that 
Ctrsar gave him. Accordingly Herod, when the 
letter was brought to him, was immediately very 
glad of Ctesar’s reconciliation to him. and very 
glad also, that he had a complete authority given 
him over his sons. And it strangely came about, 
that whereas before, in his adversity, though he 
had indeed showed himself severe, yet had he 
not been very rash, n.or hasty in procuring the 
destruction of his sons, lie now, in his prosperity, 
took advantage of this change for the better, and 
the freedom lie now had, t,o exercise his hatred 
against them, after an unheard of manner; h« 

confirmed by Spnnlichn’s note here. “ It wns*(soys he' 
a colony placed thereby Auguftliia.” Whcure Tinian, 
I)c ecus. bet. L. T. xv. The colony of Berytus teas ren¬ 
dered famous by the benefits of C<rsar. And Ibenre it 
is, that amon? ibe coins of Augustus, we meei with 
some bavins this inscription: The happy colony of A% 
gustus at Berytus. 
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therefore sent and called as many as he thought 
fit to this assembly, excepting Archelaus, for as 
for him, he either hated him, so that he would 
not invite him, or he thought he would be an 
obstacle to his designs. 

2. When the presidents and the rest that be¬ 
longed to the cities, were come to IJerytus, he 
kept his sons in a certain village hclonging to 
Siuon, called Platana, but near to this city, that 
if they were called he might produce them, for 
he did not think fit to bring them before the as¬ 
sembly: and when there were one hundred and 
fifty assessors present, Herod came by himself 
alone, and accused his sons, and that in such a 
way as if it were not a melancholy accusation, and 
not made but out of necessity, and upon the mis¬ 
fortunes he was under: indeed, in such a way, as 
was very indecent for a father to accuse his sons, 
for he was very vehement and disordered, when 
he came to the demonstration of the crime they 
were accused of, and gave the greatest signs of 
passion and barbarity: nor would he suffer the 
assessors to consider of the weight of the evi¬ 
dence, but asserted them to be true by his own 
authority, after a manner most indecent in a 
father against his sons, and read himself what 
they themselves had written, wdierein there was 
no confession of any plots or contrivances against 
him, but only how they had contrived to flee 
away, and containing withal certain reproaches 
against him, on account of the ill-will he bare 
them; and when he came to those reproaches, 
he cried out most of all, and exaggerated what 
they said, as if they had confessed the design 
against him, and took his oath that he had rather 
lose his life than hear such reproachful words. 
At last he said, that “ he had sufficient authority 
both by nature, and by Caesar’s grant to him, [to 
do what he thought fit.] We also added an alle¬ 
gation of a law of their country, which enjoined 
this: that if parents laid their hands on the head 
of him that was accused, the standers by were 
obliged to cast stones at him, and thereby to slay 
him, which though lie was ready to do in his 
own country and kingdom, yet did he wait for 
their determination: that yet they came thither 
not so much as judges, to condemn them for such 
manifest designs against him, whereby he had 
almost perished by his sons’ means, but as per¬ 
sons who had an opportunity of showing their 
detestation of such practices, and declaring bow 
unworthy a thing it must be in any, even the 
most remote, to pass over such treacherous de¬ 
signs [without punishment.”] 

3. When the king had said this, and the young 
men had not been produced to make any defence 
for themselves, the assessors perceived there 
was no room for equity nnd reconciliation, so 
they confirmed his authority. And in the first 
place, Saturninus, a person that had hecn consul, 
and one of great dignity, pronounced his sen¬ 
tence, but with great moderation and trouble, 
and said, “That he condemned Herod’s sons, 
but did not think they should be put to death, 
lie had sons of his own, and to put one’s son to 
death, is a greater misfortune than any other that 
could befall him by their means.” After him 
• Saturninus’s suns, for lie had three sons tiiat fol¬ 
lowed him, and were his legates, pronounced the 
same sentence with their father: on the contra¬ 
ry, Voluimiiuh’s sentence was to inflict death on 
such as had been so impiously undutiful to their 
father; and the greatest part of the rest said the 
same, insomuch that the conclusion seemed to be, 
that the young men were condemned to dir.. 
Immediately after this, Herod ranic away from 
thence, and took his sons to Tyre, where Nico¬ 
laus met him in his voyage from Rome; of whom 
ne inquired, after he had related to him what 
had passed at Kerytus, what his sentiments were 
about his sons, and what his friends at Rome 
thought of that matter? His answer was, “That 
what they had determined to do to thee was im- 


)F THE JEWS. 

pious, and that thou oughtest to keep them la 
prison; and if thou thinkest any thing farther 
necessary, thou mnyest indeed so punish them, 
that thou mnyest not appear to indulge thy anger 
more than to govern thyself by judgment; but 
if thou inclinest to the milder side, thou mayest 
absolve them, lest perhaps thy misfortunes be 
rendered incurable: and this is the opinion of 
the greatest part of thy friends at Rome also.” 
Whereupon Herod was silent, and in great 
thoughtfulness, and bade Nicolaus sail along wiui 
him. 

4. Now as they came to Caesarea, every body 
was there talkingof Herod’s sons, and the king¬ 
dom was in suspense, and the people in great 
expectation of what would become of them, foi 
a terrible fear seized upon all men, lest the an¬ 
cient disorders of the family should come to a 
sad conclusion, and they were in great trouble 
about their sufferings: nor was it without dan¬ 
ger to say any rash thing about this matter, nor 
even to hear another saying it; but men’s pity 
was forced to be shut up in themselves, which 
rendered the excess of their sorrow very irk¬ 
some, but very silent; yet was there an oi l sol¬ 
dier of Herod*, whose name was Tero, who had 
a son of the same age with Alexander, and his 
friend, who was so very free, as openly to speak 
out what others silently thought about that mat¬ 
ter: and was forced to cry out often among the 
multitude, and said, in the most unguarded man¬ 
ner, “That truth was perished, and justice takeo 
away from men, while lies and ill-will prevailed, 
and brought such a mist before public affairs, that 
the offenders were not able to see the greatest 
mischief that can befall men.” And as he was 
so bold, lie seemed not to have kept himself out 
of danger, by speaking so freely; but the reason¬ 
ableness of what he said moved men to regard 
him, as having behaved himself with great man¬ 
hood, and this at a proper time also, for which 
reason every one heard what he said with plea¬ 
sure; and although they first took cave of their 
own safety, by keeping silent themselves, yet did 
they kindly receive the great freedom lie took; 
for the expectation they were in of so great an 
affliction, put a force upon them to speak of Tero 
whatsoever they pleased. 

5. This man had thrust himself into the king’s 
presence with the greatest freedom, and desired 
to speak with him by himself alone, which the 
king permitted him to do, where he said this: 
“Since 1 am not able, O king, to bear up under 
so great a concern as I am under, I have pre^ 
ftiTed the use of this bold liberty that I now take, 
which may he for thy advantage, if thou mind to 
get any profit by it, before my own safety. Whi¬ 
ther is tny understanding gone, and left thy sou! 
emplv? Whither is that extraordinary sagacity 
of th:ne gone, whereby thou hast performed so 
many and such ulorious actions? Whence comes 
this solitude, and desertion of thy friends and re¬ 
lations? Of which I cannot but determine, that 
they are neither thy friends nor relation's, while 
they overlook so horrid wickedness in thy once 
happy kingdom. Do>t not thou perceive what is 
doing? Wilt thou ■-l ly these two young men, 
born of thy qiiei n, who arc accomplished with 
every virtue in the highest degree, and leave 
thyself destitute in thy old age, but exposed to 
one son, who hath very ill managed the hope* 
thou hast given him; and to relations, whose 
death thou hast so often resolved on thyself? 
Dost not thou take notice, that the very silence 
of the multitude at once sees the crime and ab¬ 
hors the fact? The whole army and the officer* 
have, commiseration on the poor unhappy youths, 
and hatred to those; that are the actors in this 
matter.” The«e words the king heard, and for 
some time with good temper, llut what can one 
say? When Tero plainly touched upon toe bad 
behavior and perfidiousness of his domestics 
he was moved at it: but Tero went on farther 
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and by degrees used an unbounded military free¬ 
dom of speech, nor was he so well disciplined as 
to accommodate himself to the time: so Herod 
was greatly disturbed, and seeming to be rather 
reproached by this speech, than to be hearing 
what was for his advantage, while he learned 
hereby, that both the soldiers abhorred the thing 
he was about, and the officers had indignation at 
it, he gave orders that all whom Tero had named, 
and Tero himself, should be bound and kept in 
prison. 

6. When this was over, one Trypho, who was 
the king’s barber, took the opportunity, and 
came and told the king, that Tero would often 
have persuaded him, that when he trimmed him 
with a razor, to cut his throat, for that by this 
means he should be among the chief of Alexan¬ 
der’s friends, and receive great rewards from 
him. When he had said this, the king gave 
order that Tero and his son, and the barber, 
should be tortured, which was done accordingly, 
but while Tero bore up himself, his son seeing 
his father already in a sad case, and had no hope 
of deliverance, and perceiving what would be 
the consequence of his terrible sufferings, said, 
that “if the king would free him and his father 
from these torments, for what he should say, he 
would tell the truth.” And when the king had 
given his word to do so, he said that 44 there was 
an agreement made, that Tero should lay violent 
hands on the king, because it was easy for him 
to come when he was alone; and that if, when 
he had done the thing, he should suffer death for 
it, as was not unlikely, it would be an act of 
generosity done in favor of Alexander.” This 
was what Tero’s son said, and thereby freed his 
father from the distress he was in: hut uncertain 
it was whether he had been thus forced to speak 
what was true, or whether it was a contrivance 
of his in order to procure his own and his father’s 
deliverance from their miseries. 

7. As for Herod, if he had before any doubt 
about the slaughter of his sons, there was now 
no longer anv room left in his soul for it; but he 
had hanished away whatsoever might afford him 
the least suggestion of reasoning better about 
this matter, so he already made haste to bring 
his purpose to a conclusion. He also brought 
outturee hundred of the officers that were under 
un accusation, as also Tero and his son, and the 
barber that accused them, before an assembly, 
and brought an accusation against them all; 
whom the multitude stoned with whatsoever 
came to hand, and thereby slew them. Alexander 
also, and Aristobulus, were brought to Sebaste by 
their father’s command, and there strangled; but 
their dead bodies were in the night-time car¬ 
ried to Alexandrium, where their uncle by their 
mother’s side, and the greatest part of their an¬ 
cestors, had been deposited. 

8. *And now perhaps it may not seem unrea¬ 
sonable to some, that such an inveterate hatred 
might increase so much [on both sides,] as to 
proceed farther, and overcome nature: but it 
may justly deserve consideration, whether it be 
to be laid to the charge of the young men, that 
they gave such an occasion to their father’s an¬ 
ger, and led him to do what he did, and hy go¬ 
ing on long in the 9ame way, put things past re¬ 
medy, and brought him to use them so unmerci¬ 
fully; or whether it be to be laid to the father’s 

♦The reader is here to note, that this eighth section is 
entirely wanting in the old Latin version, as Spanheim 
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charge, that he was so hard-hearted, and so very 
tender in the desire ot government, and of other 
things that would tend to his glory, that he wocM 
take no one into a partnership with him, that <-o 
whatsoever he would have done himself might 
continue immoveable; or indeed, whether for¬ 
tune have not greater power than all prudent 
reasonings: whence we are persuaded that hu¬ 
man actions are thereby determined beforehand 
by an inevitable necessity, and we call her Fate, 
because there is nothing which is not done by 
her: wherefore I suppose it will be sufficient to 
compare this notion with that other, which at¬ 
tributes somewhat to ourselves, and renders men 
not unaccountable for the different conducts of 
their lives, which notion is no other than the 
philosophical determination of our ancient law. 
Accordingly, of the two other causes of this sad 
event, any body ma) lay the blame on the young 
men, who acted by youthful vanity, and pride of 
their royal birth, that they should bear to hear 
the calumnies that were raised against their fa¬ 
ther, while certainly they were not equitable 
judges of the actions of his life, hut ill-natured 
in suspecting, and intemperate in speaking of it, 
and on both accounts easily caught by those that 
observed them, and revealed them to gain favor; 
yet cannot their father be thought worthy of ex¬ 
cuse, as to that horrid impiety which he wa9 
guilty of about them, while he ventured, without 
any certain evidence of their treacherous de¬ 
signs against him, and without any proofs that 
they had made preparation for such attempt, to 
kill his own sons, who were of very comely bo¬ 
dies, and the great darlings of other men, and 
noway deficient in their conduct, whether it were 
in hunting, or in warlike exercises, or in speak¬ 
ing upon occasional topics of discourse: for in 
all these they were skilful, and especially Alex¬ 
ander, who was the eldest; for certainly it had 
been sufficient, even though he bad condemned 
them, to have kept them alive in bonds, or to let 
them live at a distance from his dominions in 
banishment, while he was surrounded by the Ro¬ 
man forces, which were a strong security to him, 
whose help would prevent his suffering any thing 
by a sudden onset, or by open force; but for him 
to kill them on the sudden, in order to gratify a 
passion that governed him, was a demonstration 
of insufferable impiety; he also was guilty of so 
great a crime in his older age; nor will the de¬ 
lays that he made, and the length of time in 
which the thing was done, plead at all for his ex¬ 
cuse; for when a man is on a sudden amazed, 
and in commotion of mind, and then commits a 
wicked action, although this be a heavy crime, 
yet is it a thing that frequently happens; but to 
do it upon deliberation, and after frequent at¬ 
tempts, and as frequent puttings off, to undertake 
it at last, and accomplish it, was the action of a 
murderous mind, and such as was not easily mo¬ 
ved from that which is evil: and this temper he 
showed in what he did afterward, when he did 
not spare those that seemed to be the best be¬ 
loved of his friends that were left, wherein, 
though the justice of the punishment caused 
those that perished to be the less pitied, yet was 
the barbarity of the man here equal, in that he 
did not abstain from their slaughter also; but of 
these persons we shall have occasion to discourse 
more hereafter, 

trvly observes; nor is there nny other reason for it, I 
suppose, than the great difficulty of an exact translation 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FOURTEEN YEARS.—FROM THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER 
AND ARISTOBULUS TO TIIE BANISHMENT OF ARCHELAUS. 


CHAR I. 

How Antipater was hated by all the Nation [of 
the Jews] for the Slaughter of his Brethren, 
and how, for that Reason , he got into peculiar 
Favor with his friends at Rome, by giving 
them many Presents; as he did also with Sa- 
turninus, the President of Syria, and the Go¬ 
vernors who were under him; and concerning 
Herod's JVives and Children. 

$1. When Antipatcr had thus taken off his 
brethren, and had brought his father into the 
highest degree of impiety, till he was haunted 
with furies for what he had done, his hopes did 
not succeed to his mind, as to the rest of his life; 
for although he was delivered from the fear of 
his brethren being his rivals as to the govern¬ 
ment, yet did he find it a very hard thing, and 
almost* impracticable, to come at the kingdom, 
because the hatred of the nation against him on 
that account was become very great: and, besides 
this very disagreeable circumstance, the affair 
of the soldiery grieved him still more, who were 
alienated from him, from which yet these kings 
derived all the safety which they had, whenever 
thcy r found the nation desirous of innovation: 
ana all this danger was drawn upon him by his 
destruction of his brethren. However, he go¬ 
verned the nation jointly with his father, being 
indeed no other than a king already: and he 
was for that very reason trusted, and the more 
firmly depended on, for which he ought himself 
to have been put to death, as appearing to have 
betrayed his brethren out of his concern for the 
preservation of Herod, and not rather out of his 
ill-will to them, and before them, to his father 
himself; and this was the accursed state he was 
in. Now, all Antipater’s contrivances tended to 
make his way to take off Herod, that he might 
have nobody to accuse him in the vile practices 
he was devising; and that Herod might have no 
refuge, nor any to afford him their assistance, 
since they must thereby have Antipater for their 
open enemy; insomuch that the very plots he 
had laid against his brethren were occasioned by 
the hatred he bore his father. But at this time 
he was more than ever set upon the execution of 
his attempts against Herod, because, if he were 
once dean, the government would now be firmly 
secured to him; but, if he were suffered to live 
any longer, he should he in danger, upon a dis¬ 
covery of that wickedness of which he had been 
the contriver, and his father would of necessity 
then become his enemy, and on that account it 
was that lie became very bountiful to his father’s 
friends, and bestowed great sums on several 
of them, in order tn surprise men with his good 
deeds, and take off their hatred against him. 
And he sent great presents to his friends at Rome 
particularly, to gain their good-will; and above 
all to Salurninus, the president of Syria. He 
also hoped to gain the favor of Saturninns’s 
brother with the large presents he bestowed on 
him; as also, he used the same art to [Salome] 
the king’s sister, who had married one of lie- 
rod’s chief friends. And, when he counterfeited 
friendship to those with whom he conversed, he 
was very subtle in gaining their belief, and very 
cunning to hide his hatred against any that he 
really did hate. But he could not impose upon 
his aunt, who understood him of a longtime, and 
was a woman not easily to be deluded; especially 
while she had already used all possible caution 
in preventing his pernicious designs. Allhough 
Aatipater’s uncle by the mother’s side was mar¬ 


ried to her daughter, and this by his own con¬ 
trivance and management, while she had before 
been married to Aristobulus, and while Salome’s 
other daughter by that husband was married to 
the son of Calleas; yet that marriage was no 
obstacle to her, who knew how wicked he was, 
in her discovering his designs, as her former 
kindred to him could not prevent her hatred of 
him. Now Herod had compelled Salome, while 
she was in love with Sylleus the Arabian, and 
had taken a fondness for him, to marry Alexas; 
which match was by her submitted to at the in¬ 
stance of Julia, wfio persuaded Salome not to 
refuse it, lest she should herself be their open 
enemy, since Herod had sworn that he would 
never be friends with Salome, if she would not 
accept Alexas for her husband; so she submitted 
to Julia as being Caesar's wife, and besides that, 
she advised her to nothing but what was very 
much for her own advantage. At this time, also, 
it was that Herod sent back king Archelaus’s 
daughter, who had been Alexander's wife, to her 
father, returning the portion he had with herout 
of his own estate, that there might be no dispute 
between them about it. 

2. Now Herod brought up his sons’ children 
with great care; for Alexander had two sons by 
Glaphyra; and Aristobulus had three sons by 
Bernice, Salome’s daughter, and two daughters; 
and, as his friends were once with him, he pre¬ 
sented the children before them, and deploring 
the hard fortune of his own sons, he prayed that 
no such ill-fortune would befall these wno were 
their children, but that they might improve in 
virtue, and obtain what they justly deserved, and 
might make him amends for his care of their 
education. He also caused them to be betrothed 
against they should come to the proper age of 
marriage: the elder of Alexander’s sons to Phe- 
roras’s daughter, and Antipater’s daughter to 
Aristobulus’s eldest son. He also allotted one 
of Aristobulus’s daughters to Antipater’s son, 
and Aristobulus’s other daughter to Herod, a son 
of his own, who was born to him by the high 
priest’s daughter; for it is the ancient practice 
among us to have many wives at the same time. 
Now, the king made these espousals for the chil¬ 
dren, out of commiseration of them now they 
were fatherless, as endeavoring to render Au- 
tipater kind to them bv these intermarriages. 
But Antipater did not fail to bear the same tem¬ 
per of mind to his brothers’ children which he 
had borne to his brothers themselves; and his 
father’s concern about them provoked his indig¬ 
nation against them, upon this supposal, that they 
would become greater than ever nis brothers had 
been; while Archelaus, a king, would support 
his daughter’s sons, and Pheroras, a tetrarch, 
would accept of one of the daughters as a wife 
to his son. What provoked him also was this, 
that all the multitude would so commiserate these 
fatherless children, and so hate him, [for making 
them fatherless] that all would come out, since 
they were no strangers to his vile disposition 
towards his brethren. He contrived, therefore, 
to overturn his father’s settlements, as thinking 
it a terrible thing that they should be so related 
to him, and be so powerful withal. So Herod 
yielded to him, and changed his resolution at his 
entreaty: and the determination now was, that 
Antipater himself should marry Aristobulus’s 
daughter, and Antipater’s son should marry Pbe- 
roras’s daughter. So the espousals for the mar¬ 
riages were changed after this manner, even 
without the king’s real approbation. 
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3. Now Herod the king had at this time nine 
wives;* one of them Antipater’s mother, and 
another, the high priest’s daughter, by whom he 
nad a son of his own name: he had also one who 
was his brother’s daughter, and another his sis¬ 
ter’s daughter, which two had no children. One 
of his wives also was of the Samaritan nation, 
whose sons were Antipas and Archelaus, and 
whose daughter was Olympias; which daughter 
was afterward married to Joseph, the king’s 
brother’s son; but Archelaus and Antipas were 
brought up with a certain private man at Rome. 
Herod had also to wife Cleopatra of Jerusalem, 
and by her he had his sons Herod and Philip; 
which last was also brought up at Rome; Pallas 
also was one of his wives, who bare him his son 
Phasaelus. And besides these, he had for his 
wives Phedra and Elpis, by whom he had his 
daughters Roxana and Salome. As for his elder 
daughters, by the same mother with Alexander 
and Aristobulus, and whom Pheroras neglected 
to marry, he gave the one in marriage to Anti- 
nater, the king’s sister's son, and the other to 
Phasaelus, his brother’s son. And this was the 
posterity of Herod. 

CHAP. II. 

Concerning Zamaris , the Babylonian Jew. Con¬ 
cerning the Plots laid by Anlipaler against his 

Father; and somewhat about the Pharisees. 

$ 1. And now it was that Herod, being de¬ 
sirous of securing himself on the side o? the 
Trachonites, resolved to build a village as large 
as a city for the Jews, in the middle ot that coun¬ 
try, which might make his own country difficult 
to be assaulted, aud whence he might be at band 
to make sallies upon them, and do them a mis¬ 
chief. Accordingly, yvhen he understood that 
there was a man that was a Jew come out of Ba¬ 
bylon, with five hundred horsemen, all of whom 
could shoot their arrows as they rode on horse¬ 
back, and with a hundred of his relations, had 
passed over Euphrates, and now abode at An¬ 
tioch by Daphne of Syria, where Saturninus, 
who was then president, had given them a place 
for habitation, called Valatha, he sent for this 
man, with the multitude that followed him, and 
promised to give him land in the toparchv called 
Batanea, which country is bounded by Tracho- 
nitis, as desirous to make that his habitation a 
guard to himself. He also engaged to let him 
hold the country free from tribute, and that they 
should dwell entirely without paying such cus¬ 
toms as used to be paid, and gave it him tax free. 

2. The Babylonian was induced by these offers 
to come hither; so he took possession of the land, 
and built in it fortresses and a village, and named 
it Bathyra. Whereby this man became a safe¬ 
guard to the inhabitants against the Trachonites, 
and preserved those Jews who came out of Ba¬ 
bylon to offer their sacrifices at Jerusalem, from 
being hurt by the Trachonite robbers; so that a 
great number came to him from all those parts 
where the ancient Jewish laws were observed, 
and the country became full of people, by rea¬ 
son of their universal freedom from taxes. This 
continued during the life of Herod; but when 
Philip, who was [tetrarch] after him, took the 
government, he made them pay some small taxes, 
and that for a little while only; and Agrippa (he 
Great, aud his son of the same name, nltnough 
they harassed them greatly, yet would they not 
take their liberty away. From whom, when the 
Romans have now taken the government into 
their own hands, they still give them the privi¬ 
lege of their freedom, but oppress them entirely 

* Those who have a mind to know all the family and 
descendants of Anlipaler, the fdiunean, and of Herod 
the G reat, his son, and have a memory lo preserve them 
all distinctly, may consult Josephus, Aitliq. b. xviii. cli. 
v. sect. 4, and Of the War, b. i. ch. xxviii. sect, 4, and 


with the imposition of taxes. Of which matter 
I shall treat more accurately in the progress of 
this history.f 

3. At length Zamaris, the Babylonian, to whom 
Herod had given that country for a possession, 
died; having lived virtuously, and left children 
of a good character behind him; one of whom 
was Jaciinus, who was famous for his valor, and 
taught his Babylonians how to ride their horses; 
and a troop of them were guards to the foremen- 
tioned kings. And when Jacimus was dead in 
his old age, he left a son whose name was Philip, 
one of great strength in his hands, and in other 
respects also more eminent for his valor than 
any of his contemporaries; on which account 
there was a confidence and firm friendship be¬ 
tween him and king Agrippa. He had also an 
army which he maintained as great as that of a 
king: which he exercised and led wheresoever 
he had occasion to inarch. 

4. When the affairs of Herod were in the con¬ 
dition I have described, all the public affairs de¬ 
pended upon Antipater; and his power was such, 
that he could do good turns to as many as he 
pleased, and this by his father’s concession, in 
hopes of his good-will and fidelity to him; and 
this till he ventured to use his powers still farther, 
because Jue wicked designs were concealed from 
his father, and he made him believe every thing 
he said. He was also formidable to all, not so 
much on account of the power and authority he 
had, as for the shrewdness of his vile attempts 
beforehand: but he who principally cultivated a 
friendship with him was Pheroras, who received 
the like marks of his friendship: while Antipater 
had cunningly encompassed him about by a com¬ 
pany of women, whom he placed as guards 
about him; for Pheroras was greatly enslaved 
to his wife, and to her mother, and to her sister; 
and this notwithstanding the hatred he bore 
them, for the indignities they had offered to his 
virgin daughters. Yet did he bear them, and 
nothing was to be done without the women, who 
had got this man into their circle, and continued 
still to assist each other in all things, insomuch 
that Antipater was entirely addicted to them, 
both by himself and by his mother; for these four 
women} said all one and the same thing; but the 
opinions of Pheroras and Antipater were differ¬ 
ent in some points of no consequence. But the. 
king’s sister [Salome] was their antagonist, who 

i for a good while had looked about all their affairs, 
I and was apprized that this their friendship was 
[ made in order to do Herod some mischief, and 
| was disposed to inform the king of it. And 
since these people knew that their friendship 
was very disagreeable to Herod, as tending to 
do him a mischief, they contrived that their 
! meetings should not be discovered; so they pre¬ 
tended to hate one another, and to abuse one an¬ 
other when time served, and especially when 
Herod was present, or when any one was there 
that would tell him; but still their intimacy was 
firmer than ever when they were in private. And 
this was the course they took; but they could 
not conceal from Salome neither their first con¬ 
trivance, when they set about these their inten¬ 
tions, nor when they had made some progress in 
them; but she searched out every tiling; and, 
aggravating the relations to her brother, decla¬ 
red to him, “As well their secret n>semblies and 
compotations, as their counsels taken in a clan¬ 
destine manner, which, if they were not in order 
to destroy him, they might well enough have 
been open and public. But, to appearance, they 
are at variance, and speak about one another as 
if they intended one another a mischief, but 

Noldius in Ilavercamp’s edition, p. 33C, and Spm leim, 
ib. p. 40*2—llKi, and Reland, Palcstin. part i. p. 1" », 176. 

tTliis is now waul in". 

I Pherorns’s wife and her mother and sister, a.id Do¬ 
ris, Anlipatcr’s mother 
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agree so well together when they are out of the 
sight of the multitude; for when they are alone 
by themselves, they act in concert, and profess 
that they will never leave off their friendship, 
but will tight against those from whom they con¬ 
ceal their designs." And thus did she search out 
these things, and get a perfect knowledge of 
them, and then told her brother of them, who 
understood also of himself a great deal of what 
she said, but still durst not depend upon it, be¬ 
cause of the suspicions he had of his sister's 
calumnies. For there was a certain sect of men 
that were Jews, who valued themselves highly 
upon the exact skill they had in the law of tneir 
fathers, and made men believe they were highly 
favored by God, by whom this set of women 
ivas inveigled. These are those that are called 
the sect of the Pharisees, who were in a capacity 
of greatly opposing kings. A cunning sect they 
were, and sooa elevated to a pitch of open fight¬ 
ing, and doing mischief. Accordingly, when all 
the people of the Jews gave assurance of their 
good-will to Caesar, and to the king’s govern¬ 
ment, these very men did not swear, being above 
six thousand; and when the king imposed a fine 
upon them, Pheroras’s wife paid their fines for 
them. In order to requite which kindness of 
hers, since they were believed to have the fore¬ 
knowledge of things to come by divine inspira¬ 
tion, they foretold how God had decreed that 
Herod’s government should cease, and his pos¬ 
terity should be deprived of it; but that the king¬ 
dom should come to her and Pheroras, and to 
their children. These predictions were not con¬ 
cealed from Salome, but were told the king; as 
also how they had perverted some persons about 
the palace itself: so the king slew such of the 
Pharisees as were principally accused, and Ba- 
goas, the eunuch, and one Carus, who exceeded 
all men of that time in comeliness, and one that 
was his catamite. He slew also those of his own 
family who had consented to what the Pharisees 
foretold; and for Bagoas, he had been puffed up 
by them as though he should be named the fa¬ 
ther and the benefactor of him who, by the pre¬ 
diction, was foretold to be their appointed king; 
for that this king would have all things in his 
power, and would enable Bagoas to marry, and 
to have children of his own body begotten. 

CHAP. III. 

Concerning the Enmity between Herod and Phe¬ 
roras; how Jferod sent Antipater to Caesar; and 
of the Death of Pheroras. 

^ 1. WHEN Herod had punished those Pha¬ 
risees who had been convicted of the foregoing 
crimes, he gathered an assembly together of his 
friends, and accused Pheroras’s wife; and as¬ 
cribing the abuses of the virgins to the impu¬ 
dence of that woman, brought an accusation 
against her for the dishonor she had brought 
upon them; that “she had studiously introduced 
a quarrel between him and his brother, and, by 
her ill temper, had brought them into a state of 
war, both by her words and actions; that the 
fines which lie had tuid had not been paid, and 
the offenders had esenped punishment by her 
means; and that nothing which had of late been 
done had been done without her: for which 
reason Pheroras would do well, if he would, of 
his own accord, and by his own command, and 
not at my entreaty, or as following my opinion, 
put this his wife away, as one that will still be 
the occasion of war between thee and me. And 
now, Pheroras, if thou valucst thy relation to me, 
put this wife of thine away; for by this means 
thou wilt continue to be a brother to me, and 
wilt abide in thy love to -me." Then said Phe¬ 
roras, (although he were pressed hard by the 
former words,) that “ as lie would not do so 
unjust a thing as to renounce his brotherly re¬ 


lation to him, so would he not leave off his af¬ 
fection for his wife; that he would rather choose 
to die than to live and be deprived of a wife that 
was so dear unto him." Hereupon Herod put 
off his anger against Pheroras on these accounts 
although he himself thereby underwent a very 
uneasy punishment. However, he forbade An- 
tipatcr and his mother to have any conversation 
with Pheroras, and bade them to take care to 
avoid the assemblies of the women: which they 
promised to do; but still got together when occa¬ 
sion served, and both Pheroras and Antipater 
had their own merry meetings. The report went 
also, that Antipater had criminal conversation 
with Pheroras’s wife, and that they w ere brought 
together by Antipater’s mother. 

2. But Antipater had now a suspicion of his 
father, and was afraid that the effects of his 
hatred to him might increase: so he wrote to his 
friends at Rome, and bade them to send to 
Herod, that he would immediately send An¬ 
tipater to Caesar; which, when it was done, 
Herod sent Antipater thither, and sent most 
noble presents along with him; as also his tes¬ 
tament, wherein Antipater was appointed to be 
his successor; and that if Antipater should die 
first, his son [Herod Philip] by the high priest’s 
daughter should succeed. And, together with 
Autipater, there went to Rome Sylleus the Ara¬ 
bian, although he had done nothing of all that 
Caesar had enjoined. Antipater also accused him 
of the same crimes of which he had been for¬ 
merly accused by Herod. Sylleus was also ac¬ 
cused by Aretas, that without his consent he had 
slain many of the chief of the Arabians at Petra; 
and particularly Sohemus, a man that deserved 
to be honored by all men; and that he had slain 
Fabatus, a servant of Ciesar. These were the 
things of which Sylleus was accused, and that on 
the occasion following: there wa9 one Corinthus, 
belonging to Herod, of the guards of the king’s 
body, ana one who was greatly trusted by him. 
Sylleus had persuaded this man with the offer of 
a great sum of money, to kill Herod; and he had 
promised to do it. When Fabatus had been ac¬ 
quainted with this, for Sylleus had himself told 
him of it, he informed the king of it; who caught 
Corinthus, and put him to the torture, and there¬ 
by got out of him the whole conspiracy. He also 
caught two other Arabians, who were discovered 
by Corinthus; the one the head of a tribe, and 
the other a friend to Sylleus, who both were b) 
the king brought to the torture, and confessed 
that they were come to encourage Corinthus not 
to fail of doing what he had undertaken to do; 
and to assist him with their own hands in the 
murder, if need should require their assistance. 
So Saturninus, upon Herod’s discovering the 
whole to him, sent him to Rome. 

3. At this time, Herod commanded Pheroras, 
that since he was so obstinate in his affection for 
his wife, he should retire into his own tetrarchv; 
which he did very willingly, and sw'ore many 
oaths that he would not come again, till he heard 
that Herod was dead. And indeed, when upon a 
sickness of the king, he was desired to come to 
him before he died, that he might intrust him 
with some of his injunctions, he had 9uch a 
regard to his oath, that he would not come to 
him; yet did not Herod so retain his hatred t c 
Pheroras, but remitted of his purpose [not to see 
him,] which he before had, and that for such 
great causes as have been already mentioned; 
but as soon as he began to be ill, he came to him, 
nnd this without being sent for: and when he 
wa9 dead, he took care of his funeral, and had 
his body brought to Jerusalem, and buried there, 
and appointed a solemn mourning for him. This 
[death of Pheroras] became the origin of An¬ 
tipater’s misfortunes, although he had already 
sailed for Rome, God now being about to punish 
him for the murder of his brethren. I will ex- 
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plain the history of this matter very distinctly, 
that it may be for a warning to mankind, that 
they take care of conducting their whole lives 
by the rules of virtue. 

CHAP. IV. 

Pheroras's Wife is accused by his f reed-men as 
guilty of poisoning him; and how Herod , upon 
examining the Matter by Torture , found the 
Poison; but so that it had been prepared for 
himself by his son Antipater; and , upon an In¬ 
quiry by Torture , he discovered the dangerous 
Designs of Antipater . 

} I. As soon as Pheroras was dead, and his 
funeral was over, two of Pheroras’s freed-men, 
who were much esteemed by him, came to He¬ 
rod, and entreated him not to leave the murder 
of his brother without avenging it, but to ex¬ 
amine into such an unreasonable and unhappy 
death. When he was moved with these words, 
for they seemed to him to be true, they said, 
that “ Pheroras supped with his wife the day 
before he fell sick, and that a certain potion was 
brought him in such a sort of food as he was not 
used to eat, but that when he had eaten he died 
of it; that this potion was brought out of Arabia 
by a woman, under pretence indeed as a love 
otion, for that was its name, but in reality to 
ill Pheroras; for that the Arabian women are 
skilful m making such poisons; and the woman 
to whom they ascribe this, was confessedly a 
most intimate friend of one of Sylleus’s mistress¬ 
es, and that both the mother and the sister of 
Pheroras’s wife had been at the places where 
she lived, and had persuaded her to sell them 
this potion, and had come back and brought it 
with them the day before that of his supper.” 
Hereupon the king was provoked, and put the 
women slaves to the torture, and some that were 
free with them; and as the fact did not yet ap- 

f >ear, because none of them would confess it, at 
ength one of them, under the utmost agonies, 
said no more but this, that “ she prayed that 
God would send the like agonies upon Antipa- 
ter ’3 mother, who had been the occasion of these 
miseries to all of them.” This prayer induced 
Herod to increase the woman’s tortures, till 
thereby all was discovered: “ their merry meet¬ 
ings, their secret assemblies, and the disclosing 
of what he had said to his son alone unto Phero¬ 
ras’s women.”* (Now what Herod had charged 
Antipater to conceal, was the gift of a hundred 
talents to him not to have any conversation with 
Pheroras.) “And what hatred he bore to his 
father; and that he complained to his mother 
how very long his father lived; and that he was 
himself almost an old man, insomuch, that if the 
kingdom should once come to him, it would not 
afford him any great pleasure; and that there 
were a great many of nis brothers, or brothers’ 
children, bringing up, that might have hopes of 
the kingdom, as well as himself, all which made 
his own hopes of it uncertain; for that even now, 
if he should himself not live, Herod had ordained 
that the government should be conferred, not on 
his son, but rather on a brother. He also had 
accused the king of great barbarity, and of the 
daughter of his sons; and that it was out of the 
fear he was under, lest he should do the like to 
him, that made him contrive this his journey to 
Rome, and Pheroras contrive to go to bis own 
tetrarchy.” 

2. These confessions agreed with what his sis¬ 
ter had told him, and tended greatly to corrobo¬ 
rate her testimony, and to frefe her from the sus- 

* His wife, her mother, and sister.—It seems to me, hy 
ihis whole story put together, that Pheroras was not 
himself poisoned, as is commonly supposed; for Antipa- 
ter had persuaded him to poison Herod, oh. v. sect. 1, 
which would fall to the ground, if he were himself poi¬ 
soned; nor could the poisoning of Pheroras serve any 
design that appears now going forward. It waa only 
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icion of her unfaithfulness to him. So the king 
aving satisfied himself of the spite which Doris, 
Antipater’s mother, as well as himself, bore to 
him, took away from her all her fine ornaments, 
which were worth many talents, and then sent 
her away, and entered into friendship with Phe¬ 
roras’s women. But he who most of all irritated 
the king against his son, was one Antipater, the 
procurator of Antipater the king’s son, who, 
when he was tortured, among other things said, 
that Antipater had prepared a deadly potion, and 
given it to Pheroras, with his desire thathe would 
give it to his father during his absence, and when 
he was too remote to have the least suspicion 
cast upon him thereto relating: that Antiphilus 
one of Antipater’s friends, brought that potion 
out of Egypt, and that it was sent to Pheroras 
by Theudion, the brother of the mother of An¬ 
tipater the king’s son, and by that means came to 
Pheroras’s wife, her husband having given it her 
to keep. And when the king asked her about it, 
she confessed it; and as she was running to fetch 
it, she threw herself down from the house-top, 
yet did she not kill herself, because she fell upon 
her feet: by which means, when the king had 
comforted her, and had promised her and her do¬ 
mestics pardon, upon condition of their conceal¬ 
ing nothing of the truth from him, but had threat¬ 
ened her with the utmost miseries if she proved 
ungrateful, [and concealed any thing;] so she 
promised and swore that she would speak out 
every thing, and tell after what manner every 
thing was done; and said, what many took to be 
entirely true, that “The potion was brought out 
of Egypt by Antiphilus; and that his brother, 
who was a physician, had procured it; and that 
when Theudion brought it us, she kept it upoh 
Pheroras’s committing it to her; and that it was 
prepared by Antipater for thee. When, there¬ 
fore, Pheroras was fallen sick, and thou earnest 
to him, and tookest care of him, and when he 
saw the kindness thou hadst for him, his mind 
was overborne thereby. So he called me to him, 
and said to me; ‘O woman! Antipater hath cir¬ 
cumvented me in this affair of his father and my 
brother, by persuading me to have a murderous 
intention to him, and procuring a potion to be 
subservient thereto; do thou, therefore, go and 
fetch my potion, (since my brother appears to 
have still the same virtuous disposition towards 
me which he had formerly, and I do not expect 
to live long myself, and that I may not defile my 
forefathers by the murder of a brother,^ and buro 
it before my face: that accordingly sne imme¬ 
diately brought it, and did as her husband bade 
her; and that she burnt the greatest part of the 
otion; but that a little of it was left, that if the 
ing, after Pheroras’s death, should treat her ill. 
she might poison herself, and thereby get clear 
of her miseries.” Upon her saying thus, she 
brought out the potiou, and the box in which it 
was, before them all. Nay, there was another 
brother of Antiphilus, aad his mother also, who, 
by the extreme of pain and torture, confessed the 
same things, and owned the box [to be that which 
had been brought out of Egypt.] The high 
priest’s daughter also, who was the king’s wile, 
was accused to have been conscious of all this, 
and had resolved to conceal it; for which reason 
Herod divorced her, and blotted her son out of 
his testament, wherein he had been mentioned 
as one that was to reign after him; and he took 
the high priesthood away from his father-in-law, 
Simeon the son of Boethus, and appointed Mat- 
tathias the son of Theophilus, who was born at 
Jerusalem, to be high priest in his room. 

the supposal of two of his freed-men, that this love po¬ 
tion, or poison, which they knew wa9 brought to Phe- 
roras’s wife, was made i»3C of for poisoning him ; where¬ 
as it appears to have been brought for her husband to 
poison Herod withal, as the future examinations de¬ 
monstrate. 
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3. While this was doing, Bathyllus, also Anti- 
pater’s treed-man, came from Koine, and, upon 
the torture, was found to have brought another 
potion, to give it into the hands of Antipaler’smo- 
ther, and of Rheroras, that if the former potion 
d’d not operate upon the king, this at least might 
earn n.tu off. There came also letters from lie- 
rod’s friends at Rome, by the approbation and at 
the suggestion of Antipater, to accu?e Archelaus 
and Philip, as if they calumniated their father on 
account of the slaughter of Alexander and Aris- 
tobulus,and as if they commiserated their deaths; 
and as if, because they were sent for home, (for 
their father had already recalled them,) they 
concluded they were themselves also to be de¬ 
stroyed. These letters had been procured by 
great rewards, by Antipater’s friends; but Ann- 

f »ater himself wrote to his father about them, and 
aid the heaviest things to their charge; yet did 
he entirely excuse them of any guilt, and said, 
they were but young men, and so imputed their 
words to their youth. But he said, that he had 
himself been very busy in the affair relating to 
Sylleus, and in getting interest among the great 
men; and on that account had brought splendid 
ornaments to present them withal, which cost 
him two hundred talents. Now, one may won¬ 
der how it came about, that while so many accu¬ 
sations were laid against him in Jndea during se¬ 
ven months before this time, he was not made 
acquainted with any of them. The causes of 
which were, that the roads were exactly guard¬ 
ed, and that men hated Antipater; for there was 
nobody who would run any hazard himself, to 
gain hnn any advantages. 

CHAP. V. 

Antipater's Navigationfrom Rome to his Father; 
and how he was accused by Nicolaus of Damas¬ 
cus, and condemned to die by his Father, and by 
Quintilius Fanis, who was then President of 
Syria; and how he was bound till Caesar should 
be informed of his Cause. 

I 1. Now Herod, upon Antipater’s writing to 
him, that havingdone all that he w r as to do, and this 
in the manner Tie was to do it. he w-ould suddenly 
come to him, concealed his anger against him, 
and wrote back to him, and bade him not delay 
his journey, lest any harm should befall himself 
in his absence. At the same time also he made 
some little complaint about his mother, but pro¬ 
mised that he would lay those complaints aside 
when lie should return. He withal expressed 
his entire aflection for him, as fearing lest he 
should have 9ome suspicion of him, and defer his 
journey to him, and lest, while he lived at Rome, 
he should lay plots for the kingdom, and, more¬ 
over do somewhat against himself. This letter 
Antipater met with in Cilicia; but had received 
no account of Pheroras’s death before at Taren- 
tum. This last news affected him deeply; not 
out of any aflection for Pheroras, but because he 
was dead without having murdered his father, 
which he had promised him to do. And when he 
was at Celenderis in Cilicia, he began to delibe¬ 
rate. with himself about his sailing home, as being 
much grieved with the ejection of his mother. 
Now, some of his friends advised him that he 
should tarry a while somewhere, in expectation 
of further information. But others advised him 
to sail home without delay; for that if he were 
once come thither, he would soon put an end to 
all accusations, and that nothing afforded any 
weight to his accusers at pr« sent but his absence. 
He was persuaded by these hist, and sailed on, 
and landed at the haven called Sebastus, which 
Herod had built at vast expenses in honor of 
Ciesar, and called Scbastus. And now was An- 
lipater evidently in a miserable condition, while 
nobody came to him nor saluted him, as they did 
at his going away, with good wishes or joyful 


acclamations; nor was mere now am thing to 
hinder tnem from entertaining him, on the con¬ 
trary, with bitter curses. wnTle they supposed he 
was come to receive his punishment for the mui- 
der of his brethren. 

2. Now Quintilius Varus was at this time at 
Jerusalem, being sent to succeed Saturninus, as 
president of Syria, and was come as an assessor 
to Herod, who had desired his advice in his pre¬ 
sent affairs; and as they were sitting together, 
Antipater came upon them, without knowing any 
thing of the matter; so he came into the palace 
clothed in purple. The porters indeed received 
him in, but excluded Ids friends. And now he 
was in great disorder, and presently understood 
the condition he was in; while upon his going to 
salute his father he was repulsed by him, who 
called him a murderer of his brethren, and a 

lotter of destruction against himself, and told 

im that Varus should he his auditor and his 
judge the very next day; so he found, that what 
misfortune he now heard of was already upon 
him, w ith the greatness of which he went away 
in confusion: upon which his mother and his 
wife met him (which wife was the daughter of 
Antigonus, who was king of the Jews before 
Herod,) from whom he learned all circumstances 
which concerned him, and then prepared him¬ 
self for his trial. 

3. On the next day Varus and the king sat to¬ 
gether in judgment; and both their friends were 
also called in, as also the king’s relations, with 
his sister Salome, and as many as could discover 
any thing, and such as had been tortured; and 
besides these some slaves of Aatipater’s mother, 
who were taken up a little before Antipatcr’s 
coming, and brought with them a written letter 
the sum of which w-as this: that “He should 
not come back, because all was come to Ids fa¬ 
ther’s knowledge; and that Cresar was the only 
refuge he had left to prevent both his and her de¬ 
livery into his father’s hands.” Then did An¬ 
tipater fall down at hisfathcr’s fcct.and besought 
him “not to prejudge his cause, but that he 
might be first heard by his father, and that his 
father would keep him’still unprejudiced.” So 
Herod ordered him to be brought into the midst, 
and then “lamented himself about hU children 
from whom he had suffered such great misfor¬ 
tunes; and because Antipater fell upon him in 
his old age. He also reckoned up what main¬ 
tenance and what education he had given them; 
and what seasonable supplies of wealth he had 
afforded them, according to their own desires: 
none of which favors had hindered them from 
contriving against him, nnd from bringing his 
very life into danger, in order to gain his king¬ 
dom, after an impious manner, by taking away 
his life before the course of nature, their fa¬ 
ther’s wishes, or justice required that that king¬ 
dom should come to them; and that he wonder¬ 
ed what hopes could elevate Antipater to such 
a pass, as to be hardy enough to attempt such 
things; that he had by his testament in writing 
declared him his successor in the government; 
and while he was alive he was in no respect in¬ 
ferior to him, either in his illustrious dignity, or 
in power and authority, he having no less than 
fifty talents for his yearly income, and had re¬ 
ceived for his journey to Rome no fewer than 
thirty talents. He also objected to him the case 
of his brethren, whom he had accused; and if 
they were guilty, he had imitated their example; 
anil if not, he had brought him groundless accu¬ 
sations against his near relations; for that he 
had been acquainted with all those things by 
him, and by nobody else, and had done what was 
done by his approbation, and whom he now' ab¬ 
solved from all that w f as criminal, by becoming 
the inheritor of the guilt of such theirparricide.” 

4. When Herod had thus spoken, he fell a 
weeping, and was not able to say any more; but 
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at his desire Nicolaus of Damascus, being the 
king’s friend, and always conversant with him, 
and acquainted with whatsoever he did, and with 
the circumstances of his affairs, proceeded to 
w hat remained, and explained all that concerned 
the demonstrations and evidences of the facts. 
Upon which Antipater, in order to make his 
legal defence, turned himself to his father, and 
“enlarged upon the many indications he had 
given of his good-will to him; and instanced in 
the honors that had been done him, which yet 
had not been done, had he not deserved them by 
his virtuous concern about him; for that he had 
made provision for every thing that was fit to be 
foreseen beforehand, as to giving him his wisest 
advice; and whenever there was occasion for 
the labor of his own hands, he had not grudged 
any such pains for him. And that it was almost 
impossible that he who had delivered his fa¬ 
ther from so many treacherous contrivances laid 
against him, should be himself in a plot against 
him, and so lose all the reputation he had gained 
for his virtue, by his wickedness which succeed¬ 
ed it, and this while he had nothing to prohibit 
him, who was already appointed bis successor, 
to enjoy the royal honor with bis father also at 
present; and that there was no likelihood that a 
person who had the one half of that authority 
without any danger, and with a good character, 
should hunt after the whole with infamy and 
danger, and this whea it was doubtful whether 
he could obtain it or not; and when he saw the sad 
example of his brethren before him, and was both 
the informer and the accuser against them, at a 
time when they might not otherwise have been 
discovered; nay, was the author of the punish¬ 
ment inflicted upon them, when it appeared evi¬ 
dently that they were guilty of a wicked attempt 
against their father; and that even the contentions 
there were in the king’s family, were indications 
that he had ever managed affairs out of the sincere- 
est affection to his father. And as to what he had 
done at Rome, Caesar was a witness thereto; who 
et was no more to be imposed upon than God 
imself: of whose opinions his letters sent hither 
are sufficient evidence, and that it was not rea¬ 
sonable to prefer the calumnies of such as pro¬ 
posed to raise disturbances before those letters; 
the greatest part of which calumnies had been 
raised during his absence, which gave scope to 
his enemies to forge them, which they had not 
been able to do it he had been there. More¬ 
over, he showed the weakness of the evidence 
obtained by torture, which was commonly false; 
because the distress men are in under such tor¬ 
tures naturally obliges them to say many things 
in order to please those that govern them. He 
also offered himself to the torture.” 

5. Hereupon there was a change observed in 
the assembly, while they greatly pitied Antipa¬ 
ter, who, by weeping and putting on a coun¬ 
tenance suitable to bis sadf case, made them 
commiserate the same; iusomuch that his very 
enemies were moved to compassion; and it ap¬ 
peared plainly that Herod himself was affected 
in his own mind, although he was not willing it 
should be taken notice of. Then did Nicolaus 
begin to prosecute what the king had begun, and 
that with great bitterness; and summed up all 
the evidence which arose from the tortures, or 
from the testimonies. “ He principally and largely- 
cried up the king’s virtues, which he had exhi¬ 
bited in the maintenance and education of his 
sons, while he never could gain any advantage 
thereby, but still fell from one, misfortune to 
another. Although he owned that he was 
not so much surprised with that thoughtless 
behavior of his former sons, who w-ere but 
young, and were besides corrupted by wicked 
counsellors, who were the occasion of their 
wiping out of their minds all the righteous dic¬ 
tates of nature, and this out of a desire of com¬ 


ing to the government sooner than they ought 
to do; yet that he could not but justly stand 
amazed at the horrid wickedness of Antipater, 
who, although he had not only had great benefits 
bestowed on him by his father, enough to tame 
his reason, yet could not be more tamed than the 
most envenomed serpents; whereas even those 
creatures admit of some mitigation, and will not 
bite their benefactors, while Antipater hath not 
let the misfortunes of his brethren beany hinder- 
ance to him, but he hath gone on to imitate their 
barbarity notwithstanding. Yet wast thou, 0 
Antipater! (as thou hast thyself confessed,) the 
informer as to what wicked actions they had 
done, and the searcher out of the evidence against 
them, and the author of the punishment they 
underwent upon their detection. Nor do we say 
this as accusing thee for being so zealous in thy 
anger against them, but are astonished at thy 
endeavors to imitate their profligate behavior, 
and we discover thereby, that thou didst not act 
thus for the safety of thy father, but for the de¬ 
struction of thy brethren, that by such outside 
hatred of their impiety, thou mightest be believ¬ 
ed a lover of thy father, and mightest thereby 
get thee power enough to do mischief with the 

f reatest impunity, wmich design thy actions in- 
eed demonstrate. It is true, thou tookest thy 
brethren off', because thou didst convict them of 
their wicked designs; but thou didst not yield up 
to justice those who were their partners; and 
thereby didst make it evident to all men, that 
thou madest covenant with them against thy fa¬ 
ther, when thon chosest to be the accuser of thy 
brethren, as desirous to gain to thyself alone this 
advantage of laying plots to kill thy father, and 
so to enjoy double pleasure, which '19 truly worthy 
of thy evil disposition, which thou hast openly 
show’ed against thy brethren; on which account 
thou didst rejoice, as having done a most famous 
exploit, nor w-as that behavior unworthy of thee. 
But if thy intention were otherwise, thou art worse 
than they; while thou didst contrive 10 hide thy 
treachery against thy father, thou didst hate 
them, not as plotters against thy father, for in 
that case thounadst not thyself lallen upon the 
like crime, but as successors of his dominions 
and more worthy of that succession than thyself. 
Thou wouidst kill thy father after thy brethren, 
lest thy lies raised against them might be de¬ 
tected: and lest thou shouldst suffer \vhat punish¬ 
ment thou hadst deserved, thou hadst a mind to 
exact that punishment of thv unhappy father, 
and didst devise such a sort of uncommon parri¬ 
cide as the w ? orld never yet saw’. For thou, who 
art his son, didst not only lay a treacherous design 
against thy father, and didst it while he loved 
thee, and had been thy benefactor, had made 
thee in reality his partner in the kingdom, and 
had openly declared thee his successor, w’hile 
thou wast not forbidden to taste the sweetness 
of authority already, and hadst the firm hope of 
what w’as future by thy father’s determination, 
and the security of a written testament. But 
for certain thou didst not measure these things 
according to thy father’s various disposition, but 
according to thy own thoughts and inclinations; 
and w’ast desirous to take the part that remained 
aw ay from thy too indulgent lather, and sought- 
est to destroy him with tny deeds, whom thou in 
words pretendedst to preserve. Nor wast thou 
content to be wicked thyself, but thou filledst thy 
mother’s head with thy devices, and raisedst dis¬ 
turbances among thy brethreu, ami hadst the 
boldness to call thy father a wild beast; while 
thou hadst thyself a mind more cruel than any 
serpent, whence thou seotest out that poison 
nmong thy nearest kindred and greatest bene¬ 
factors, and invitedst them to assist thee and 
guard thee, and didst hedge thyself in on all sides 
by the artifices of both men and women, against 
an old man; as though that mind of thine was 
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not sufficient of itself to support so great a ha¬ 
tred as thou barest to him. And here thou ap- 
pearest after the tortures of freemen, of domes¬ 
tics, of men and women, which have been ex¬ 
amined on thy account, and after the informa¬ 
tions of thy fellow-conspirators, as making haste 
to contradict the truth; and hast thought on ways 
not only to take thy father out of the world, but 
to disannul that written law which is against 
thee, and the virtue of Varus, and the nature of 
justice; nay, such is that impudence of thine on 
which thou confident, that thou desirest to be put 
to the torture thyself, while thou allegest, that 
the tortures of those already examined thereby 
have made them tell lies; that those that have 
been the deliverers of thy father may not be al¬ 
lowed to have spoken the truth; but that thy tor¬ 
tures may be esteemed the discoverers of truth. 
Wilt not thou, O Varus! deliver the king from 
the injuries of his kindred? Wilt not thou de¬ 
stroy this wicked w ild beast, which hath pretend¬ 
ed kindness to his father, in order to destroy his 
brethren; while yet he is himself alone ready to 
carry off'the kingdom immediately, and appears 
to be the most bloody butcher to him of them all? 
For thou art sensible, that parricide is a general 
injury both to nature and to common life, and 
that the intention of parricide is not inferior to 
its perpetration: and he who does not punish it, 
is injurious to nature itself." 

6 . Nicolaus added farther what belonged to An¬ 
tipater's mother, and whatsoever she had prat¬ 
tled like a woman; as also about the predictions 
and the sacrifices relating to the king; and what¬ 
soever Antipater had done lasciviuusly in his 
cups and his amours among Fberoras’s women; 
the examination upon torture; and whatsoever 
concerned the testimonies of the witnesses, 
which were many and of various kinds; some 
prepared beforehand, and others were sudden 
answers, ^vhich farther declared and confirmed 
the foregoing evidence. For those men who 
were acquainted with Antipater’s practices, but 
had concealed them out of fear, when they saw 
that he was exposed to the accusations of the 
former witnesses, and that his great good for¬ 
tune, which had supported him hitherto, had 
now evidently betrayed him into the hands of 
his enemies, who were now insatiable in their 
hatred to him, told all they knew of him. And 
his ruin was now hastened, not so much by the 
enmity of those that were his accusers, as by his 
gross, and impudent, and wicked contrivances, 
and by his ill-will to his father and his brethren; 
while he had filled their house with disturbance, 
and caused them to murder one another; and 
was neither fair in his hatred, nor kind in his 
friendship; but just so far as served his own 
turn. Now’, there were a great number who for 
a long time beforehand had seen all this; and es¬ 
pecially such as were naturally disposed to judge 
of matters by the rules of virtue; because they 
were used to determine about affairs without pas¬ 
sion, but had been restrained from making any 
open complaints before; the«e, upon the leave 
now given them, produced all they knew before 
the public. The demonstrations also of these 
wicked facts could noway be disproved; because 
the many witnesses there were did neither speak 
out of favor to Herod, nor were they obliged to 
keep back what they had to say, out of suspi¬ 
cion of any danger they were in; but they spoke 
whnt they knew, because they thought such ac¬ 
tions very wicked; and that Antipater deserved 
the greatest punishment; and indeed not so much 
for Herod’s safety, as on accuunt of the man’s 
own wickedness. Many things were also said, 
and those by a great number of persons who 
were noway obliged to say them; insomuch that 
Antipater, who used generally to be very shrewd 
in his lies and impudence, was not aide to say 
one word to the contrary. When Nicolaus had j 
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left off speaking, and had produced the evidence. 
Varus bade A ntipater to betake himself to making 
bis defence, if he had prepared any thing where¬ 
by it might appear that he was not guilty of the 
crimes he was accused of; for that, as he was 
himself desirous, so did lie know that his father 
was in like manner desirous also to have him 
found entirely innocent. But Antipater fell down 
on his face, and appealed to God, and to all men, 
for testimonials of his innoceucy; desiring that 
God would declare by some evident signals, that 
he had not laid any plot against his father. This 
being the usual method of all men destitute of * 
virtue, that ivhen they set about any wick¬ 
ed undertakings, they fall to work according 
to their own inclinations, as if they believed 
that God was unconcerned in human affairs; but 
when once tbe\ are found out, and are in danger 
of undergoing the punishment due to their crimes, 
they endeavor to overthrow all the evidence 
against them, by appealing to God; which was 
the very thing which Antipater now did; for 
whereas he had done every thing as if there 
were no God in the world; when he was on all 
sides distressed by justice, and when he had no 
other advantage to expect from legal proofs, 
by which he might disprove the accusations laid 
against him, he impudently abused the majesty 
ot God, and ascribed it to his power, that he had 
been preserved hitherto; and produced before 
them all what difficulties he had ever undergone 
in his bold acting for his father’s preservation. 

7. So when Varus, upon asking Antipater 
what he had to say for himself, found that he 
had nothing to say besides his appeal to God, 
and saw that there was no end of that, he bade 
them bring the potion before the court, that he 
might see what virtue still remained in it; and 
when St was brought, and one that was condemn¬ 
ed to die had drunk it by Varus’a command, he 
died presently. Then Varus got up and depart¬ 
ed out of the court, and went away the day fol¬ 
lowing to Antioch, where his usual residence 
was, because that was the palace of the Syrians; 
upon which Herod laid Ins sou in bonds. But 
what were Varus’s discourses to Herod, was not 
known to the generality, and upon what words it 
was that lie went away; though it was also gene¬ 
rally supposed, that whatsoever Herod did after¬ 
ward about Ins son, was done with his approba¬ 
tion. But when Herod had bound bis son, he 
sent letters to Rome to Caesar about him, and 
such messengers withal as should, by word of 
mouth, inform Caesar of Antipater’s wickedness. 
Now, at tliis very time there was seized a letter 
of Antiphilus, written to Antipater out of Egypt, 
(for lie lived there;) and, when it was opened by 
(lie king, it was found to contain what follows: 

“ I have sent thee Acme’s letter, and hazarded 
my own life; for thou kuowest that I am in dan¬ 
ger from two families, if I be discovered. I wish 
thee good success in thy affair." These were 
the contents uf this letter: but the king made 
inquiry about the other letter also, for it did not 
appear, and Autiphilus’s slave, who brought that 
letter which had been read, denied that he had 
received the other. But, while the king was in 
doubt about it, one of Herod’s friends, see ng a 
seam upon the inner coat of the slave, and a 
douhling of the cloth, (for he had two coats on,) 
lie guessed that the letter might be within that 
doubling, which accordingly proved to be true. 

So they took out (he letter, and its contents were 
these: "Acme to Antipater. I have written 
such a letter to thy fatht r as thou desiredst me. I 
have also taken a copy ami sent it, as if it cam© 
from Salome to my lady [Livia;] which, when 
thou readtst, I knoxv that Herod will punish Sa¬ 
lome. as plotting against him." Now, this pre¬ 
tended letter of Salome’s to her ladv was com¬ 
posed by Antipater, in the name of Salome, as 
j to its meaning, but in the words of Acme. The 
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letter was this: “ Acme to king Herod. I have 
done my endeavor that nothing that is done 
against thee should be :oncealed from thee. So 
upon my linding a letter of Salome written to 
my lady against thee, I have written out a copy, 
and sent it to thee, with hazard to myself, but 
for thy advantage. The reason why she wrote 
t was this, that she had a mind to be married to 
Sylleus. Do thou therefore tear this letter in 
pieces, that I may not come into danger of my 
life.” Now Acme had written to Antipater him- 
eelf, and informed him that, in compliance with 
his command, she had both hersell written to 
Herod, as if Salome had laid a sudden plot en¬ 
tirely against him, and had herself sent a copy 
of an epistle, as coming from Salome to her lady. 
Now, Acme was a Jewess by birth, and a servant 
to Julia, Caesar’s wife; and did this out of her 
friendship for Antipater, as having been cor¬ 
rupted by him with a large present of money, 
to assist in his pernicious designs against his fa¬ 
ther and his aunt. 

8 . Hereupon Herod was so amazed at the pro¬ 
digious wickedness of Antipater, that he was 
ready to have ordered him to be slain immediate¬ 
ly, as a turbulent person in the most important 
concerns, and as one one that laid a plot not only 
against himself, but against his sister also, and 
even corrupted Caesar’s own domestics. Salome 
also provoked him to it, beating her breast, and 
bidding him kill her, if he could produce any 
credible testimony that she had acted in that 
manner. Herod also sent for his son, and asked 
him about this matter, and bade him contradict 
it if he could, and not suppress any thing he had 
to say for himself; and when he had not one 
word to say, he asked him, since he was every 
way caught in his villany, that he would make 
no farther delay, but discover his associates in 
these his wicked designs. So he laid all upon 
Antiphilus; but discovered nobody else. Here¬ 
upon Herod was in such great grief, that he was 
ready to send his son to Rome to Ciesar, thereto 
give au account of these his wicked contrivances. 
But he soon became afraid, lest he might there, 
by the assistance of his friends, escape the dan¬ 
ger he was in: so he kept him bound as before, 
and sent more ambassadors and letters [to Rome] 
to accuse his son, and an account of what assist¬ 
ance Acme had given him in his wicked designs, 
with copies of the epistles before mentioned. 

CHAP. VI. 

Concerning- the Disease that Herod fell into , and 

the Sedition which the Jews raised thcreupon y 

with the Punishment of the Seditious. 

$ 1. Now Herod’s ambassadors made haste to 
Rome; but sent, as instructed beforehand, what 
answers they were to make to the questions put 
to them. They also carried the epistles with 
them. But Herod now fell into a distemper, and 
made his will, and bequeathed his kingdom to 
[Antipas] his youngest son: and this out of that 
hatred to Archelaus and Philip, which the calum¬ 
nies of Antipater had raised against them. lie 
also bequeathed a thousand talents to Caesar, 
five hundred to Julia, Ca-sar’s wife, to Caesar’s 
children, and friends, and freed-men. He also 
distributed among his sons and their sons, his 
money, his revenues, and his lands. lie also 
made Salome his sister very rich, because she 
had continued faithful to him in all his circum¬ 
stances, and was never so rash as to do him any 
harm: and as he despaired of recovering, for he 
was about the seventieth year of his age, he 
grew tierce, and indulged" ihe bitterest anger 
upon all occasions; the cause whereof was this, 
that he thought himself despised, and that the 
nation was pleased with his misfortunes; be¬ 
sides which, he resented a sedition which some 
of the lower sort of men excited against him, 
toe occasion of which was as follows: 
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2 . There was one Judas, the son of Saripha?us, 
and Matthias, the son of Margalothu9, two of the 
most eloquent men among the Jews, and the 
most celebrated interpretei * of the Jewish laws, 
and men well beloved by the people, because of 
their education of their youth; for all those that 
were studious of virtue frequented their lectures 
every day. These men, when they found that 
the king’s distemper was incurable, excited the 
young men that they would pull down all those 
works which the king had erected contrary to 
the law of their fathers, and thereby obtain the 
rewards which the law will confer on them for 
such actions of piety, for that it was truly on ac¬ 
count of Herod’s rashness in making such tilings 
as the law had forbidden, that his other misfor¬ 
tunes, and this distemper also, which was so un¬ 
usual amonj£ mankind, and with which he was 
now afflicted, came upon him; for Herod had 
caused such things to be made, which were con¬ 
trary to the law, of which he was accusrd by 
Judas and Matthias; for the king had erected 
over the great gate of the temple a large golden 
eagle, of great value, and had dedicated it to the 
temple. Now, the law forbids those that pro¬ 
pose to live according to it, to erect images* or 
representations of any living creature. So these 
wise men persuaded [their scholars] to pull down 
the golden eagle; alleging, that “although they 
should incur any danger, which mightbring them 
to their deaths, the virtue of the action now pro¬ 
posed to them would appear much more advan¬ 
tageous to them than tne pleasures of life: since 
they would die for the preservation and observa¬ 
tion of the law of their fathers; since they would 
also acquire an everlasting fame and commenda¬ 
tion; since they would be both coimnendtd by 
the present generation, and leave an example of 
life that would never be forgotten to posUrity; 
since that common calamity of dying cannot be 
avoided by our living so as to escape any such 
dangers; that therefore it is a right thing for 
those who are in love with a virtuous conduct, 
to wait for that fatal hour by such a behavior 
as may carry them out of the world with praise 
and honor; and that this will alleviate tie: th to 
a great degree, thus to come at it by the per¬ 
formance of brave actions, which bring us into 
danger of it; and, at the same time, to leave 
that reputation behind them to their children 
and to all their relations, whether they he men 
or women, which will be of great advantage to 
them afterward.” 

3. And with such discourses as this, di 1 these 

men excite the young men to this action; and a 
report being come to them that the king was 
dead, this was an addition to the wise men ? per¬ 
suasions; so, in tile very middle of the day. they 
got upon the place; they pulled down the eagle, 
and cut it into pieces witn axes, whih .Teat 
number of the people were in the temple And 
now the king’s captain, upon hearing who the 
undertaking was, and supposing it \va- thing 
of a higher nature than it proved to hr. rune up 
thither, having a great hand of sol irrs with 

him, such as was sufficient to put a st ! tne 

multitude of those w ho pulled down v was 

dedicated to God; so he fell upon tl « i nex- 

pectedlv, and as they were upon this ! at¬ 
tempt, in a foolish presumption rath* t in a 
cautious circumspection, as is usual w the 
multitude, and while they were in disoi r. and 
incautious of what was for their adv.i. ; so 
he caught no fewer than forty ot t >nng 
men, who had the courage to stay held when 
the re*t ran awny, together with the nut s of 
this bold nltenipt, Judas and Mutt! t who 

thought it an ignominious thing to renr upon 
his approach, and led them to the kin_ And 
when they were come to the king, nil. had 

*Thnt the making of ininces, without nn i- ention 
to worship them, was not unlawful to the Jews, seethe 
note on Antiq. b. viii. ch. vii. sect, 5. 
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a«kcd them if they had been so bold as to pull 
down what lie had dedicated to God? “Yes, 
(said they,) what was contrived, we contrived, 
am 1 what hath been performed, we performed it, 
and that with such a virtuous courage as be¬ 
comes men; for we have given our assistance to 
those thing's which are dedicated to the majesty 
of God, and we have provided for what we have 
learned by hearing the law; and it ought not to 
be wondered at, it we esteem those laws which 
Moses had suggested to him, and were taught 
bin- by God, and which he wrote and left behind 
him, me re worthy of observation than thy com¬ 
mands. Accordingly, we will undergo death, 
and all sorts of punishment which thou canst in¬ 
flict upon us, with pleasure, since we are con¬ 
scious to ourselves that we shall die, not for any 
unrighteous actions, but for our love to religion.” 
And thus they all said, and their courage was 
still equal to their profession, and equal to that 
with which they readily set about this under¬ 
taking. And when the king had ordered them 
to be bound, he sent them to Jericho, and called 
together the principal men among the Jews; and 
when they were come, he made them assemble 
in tile theatre, and because he could not himself 
stand, he lay upon a couch, and enumerated the 
many labors that he had long endured on their 
account, and his building of the temple, and 
what a vast charge that was to him, while the 
Asmoncans, during the hundred and twenty- 
five years of their government, had not been able 
to perform anv so great a work for the honor 
of God as that was; that he had also adorned it 
with very valuable, donations, on which account 
he hoped that he had left himself a memorial, 
nnd procured himself a reputation after his death, 
lie then cried out. that these men had not ab¬ 
stained from affronting him, even in his lifetime, 
but that, in the very daytime, and in the sight of 
the multitude, they had abused him to that de¬ 
gree, a» to fall upon what he had dedicated, and 
in that way of abuse had pulled it down to the 
ground. They pretended, indeed, that they did 
it to affront him; hut if any one consider the 
thing truly, they will find that they were guilty 
of sacrilege against God therein.” 

4. But the people, on account of Herod’s bar¬ 
barous temper, and for fear he should be so 
cruel as to inflict punishment on them, said, 
“What was done, was done without their appro¬ 
bation, and that it seemed to them that the actors 
might well he punished for what they had done.” 
But as for Herod, he dealt more mil lv with 
others [of the assembly;] but he deprived Mat¬ 
thias of the high priesthood, as in part an occa¬ 
sion of this action, and made Joazer, w ho was 
Matthias's wife’s brother, high priest in his stead. 
Now it happened, that during the time of the 
high priesthood of this Matthias, there was ano¬ 
ther person made high priest for a single day, 
that very day which the Jews observed as a fast. 
The occasion was this: this Matthias the high 
priest, on the. night before that day, when the 
fast was to be r« lehrnted, seemed in a dream* 1 
to have conversation with his wife; an I because 
he could not officiate, himself on that account, 
Joseph, the «on of Kllemns, his kinsman, assisted 
him in that sacred office. But Herod deprived 
this Matthias of the high priesthood, and burnt 

* This fact, tlial one Joseph was made hi^h priest for 
a single tiny, mi ore; sion of tlio action here specified, 
Hint ttrfell Matthias, the real l.icti priest, in his steep, 
the night before the great day of expire inn. Is attested 
to l»ot!i in the Minima nnd Talmud, as Dr. Hudson here 
Informs us. And indeed, from this fact, thus fully at 
tested, we may confute Hint pretended ru'e in tl.eTal 
mud here mentioned, and endeavored to he excused **y 
Helmut, that the high priest was not sulF-red to s’eep the 
night before the great day of expiation; which watching 
would surely rather unlit Dim for the many important 
duties he was to perform on that so’eiun da v, t .an dis¬ 
pose him duly to perform them. Nor dosurli 1 almu :i<*al 
ule», when unsupported by better evidence, much less 
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the other Matthias, who had raised the sedition, 
with his companions, alive. And that very night 
there was an eclipse of the moon.f 

5. But now He rod’s distemper greatly in¬ 
creased upon him after a severe manner, and 
this by God’s judgment upon him for his sins. 
for a fire glowed in him slowly, which did not so 
much appear to the touch outwardly, as it aug¬ 
mented Itis pains inwardly; for it brought upon 
him a vehement appetite to eating, which lie 
could not avoid to supply with one sort of food 
or other. His entrails were also exulcerated, 
and the chief violence of his pain lay on his 
colon; an aqueous and transparent liquor also 
had settled itself about bis feet, and a like mat¬ 
ter afilicted him at the. bottom of his belly. Nay. 
farther, his privy member wa3 putriiied, and 
roduced worms; and when he sat upright, he 
ad a difficulty of breathing, which was very 
loathsome, on account of the stencil of his breath, 
and the quickness of its returns; he had also 
convulsions in all parts of his body, which in¬ 
creased his strength to an unsulierable degree. 
It was said by those who pretended to divine, 
and who were, endued with wisdom to foretell 
such things, that God inflicted this punishment 
on the king on account of his great impiety ; yet 
was he still in hopes of recovering, though his 
afflictions seemed greater than any one could 
bear, lie also sent for physicians, and did not 
refuse to follow what they prescribed for his as¬ 
sistance, and went beyond the river Jordan, and 
bathed himself in the warm baths that were at 
Callirrhoe, which, besides their other general 
virtues, were also tit to drink; which water runs 
into the lake called Asphaltitis. And when the 
physicians once thought tit to have him bathed 
in a vesst I full of oil. it was supposed that he 
was just dying; but upon the lamentable cries of 
his domestics, lie revived; and having no longer 
the least hopes of recovering, he gave order that 
every soldier should be paid fifty drachime; and 
he also gave a great deal to tlitir commanders, 
and to his friends, and came again to Jericho, 
where lie grew so choleric, that it brought him 
to do all thing« like a madman; and though 
lie were near his (hath, he contrived the fol¬ 
lowing wicked designs. He commanded tliut all 
the principal imn of the entire Jewish nation, 
whensoever they lived, should be called to him. 
Accordingly, they were a great number that 
came, because the whole nation was called, and 
all men heard of this call, and death was the 
penalty nf such as should despise the epistles 
that were sent to call them. And now' the king 
was in a w ild rage again-t th«m all. the innocent 
as w« 11 as those that had nHorded ground f r ac- 
( usurious; and when they wore conic, he ordered 
them to be all shut up in the hippodrome,} and 
sent for hi-, sister Salome, and her husband 
Alexis, and spoke thus to them: “I shall die in 
a little time, so great arc my pains; which (hath 
oil”-! t to be cheerfully borne, and to be welcomed 
bv all men; bill what principally troubles me is 
tlii*, that 1 shall die without being laiiKiitc , and 
without such mourning a-* nun usually exj < ■ t at 
a kings (hath. 1 or that he was not unacquaint¬ 
ed with tin* tiinpir of the Jmvs, (fiat his death 
would b» a tiling xery ihsiral I*, and txcuMingly 
accept,d 1c to them; lucansi cunog his lifitnnc 

when roii'rndirmd tl ccM’, seem lo me of weight 
enough toilesi rvrM nt so v eat a nr-nas Kelaiul should 
spend liis time in endeavors at «heir viiiilimtior. 

tThis iT'ipHi' oft e moon (wfileli isihentili er'ipse 
of eif er of the luminaries ment'Oiied hy our Josephus 
in any of I is writings', is of t ,.e greatest rnnswjueiire for 
t! e determination of t e inn. for tl e death of lie- 
rod and Vntipater,: nd :o- t e * irtli ami emir* rl.ro- 
i'0*0"v o r .Iosih <'* rist. fi • appeiied Mnrrli T'l , in 
t' n year of the JiPinn period :7l M , and t! c fotirtt year 
• cfoYeile O ristian er:>. Pee its ealnfation **y the 
rn'egof astronomy, nt the end of the Astronomical Lec¬ 
tures, eif it. Lilt. page I V , 

I A place fur the horse races. 








BOOK XVII.—CHAP. VII. VIII. 


they were ready to revolt from him, and to 
abuse the donations he had dedicated to God; 
that it was therefore their business to resolve to 
afford him some alleviation of his great sorrows 
on this occasion; for that, if they do not refuse 
nim their consent in what he desires, he shall 
nave a great mourning at his funeral, and such 
as never any king haa before him; for then the 
whole nation would mourn from their very soul, 
which otherwise would be done in sport and 
mockery only. He desired therefore that as soon 
as they see he hath given up the ghost, they 
shall place soldiers round the hippodrome, while 
they do not know that he is dead: and that they 
shall not declare his death to the multitude till 
this is done, but that they shall give orders to 
have those that are in custody shot with their 
darts; and that this slaughter of them all will 
cause that he shall not miss to rejoice on a double 
account; that as he is dying, they will make him 
secure that his will shall be executed in what he 
charges them to qo; and that he shall have the 
honor of a memorable mourning at his funeral. 
So he deplored his condition, with tears in his 
eyes, and obtested them by the kindness due 
from them, as of his kindred, and by the faith 
they owed to God, and begged of them that they 
would not hinder him of this honorable mourn¬ 
ing at his funeral.” So they promised him not to 
transgress his commands. 

6 . Nnw, any one may easily discover the tem¬ 
per of this man’s mind, which not only took 
pleasure in doing what he had done formerly 
against his relations, out of the love of life, but 
by these commands of his which savored of no 
humanity, since he took care when he was de¬ 
parting out of this life, that the whole nation 
should be put into mourning, and indeed made 
desolate of their dearest kindred, when he gave 
order that one out of every family should be 
slain, although they had done nothing that was 
unjust, or that was against him, nor were they 
accused of any other crimes; while it is usual for 
those who have any regard to virtue, to lay aside 
their hatred at such a time, even with respect to 
those they justly esteemed their enemies. 

CHAP. VII. 

Fferod has Thoughts of killing himself with his 

own Hand; and a little ajfterward he orders 

Antipater to be slain. 

J 1. Ashe was giving these commands .to his 
relations, there came letters from his ambassa¬ 
dors, who had been sent to Rome unto Cresnr, 
which, when they were read, their purport was 
this: that “Acme was slain hy Caesar, out of his 
indignation at what hand she had in Anlipater’s 
wicked practices; and that as to Antipater him¬ 
self, Caesar left it to Ilerod to art as became a 
father and a king, and either to banish him or 
take, away his life, which he pleased.” When 
Herod heard this, lie was somewhat better, out 
of the pleasure he had from the contents of the 
setters, and was elevated at the death of Acme, 
and at the power that was given him over his 
son; but, as his pains were, become very great, 
he was now ready to faint lor want of something 
' to eat; so he called for an apple, and a knife; for 
it was his custom formerly to pare the apple 
himself, and soon afterward to cut it, and eat it. 
When he had got the knife, he looked about, and 
had a mind to stab himself with it; and he had 
done it, had not his 6rst cousin, Archiabus, pre- 

*When it is liere said, that Philip the tetrarch, and 
Archelmis the kina or ctlinarcli, were yv^<r t a, 

©r famine brothers; if t hose words mean ojrn brothers, 
or l orn of the same father and mother, there must he 
here some mistake; berause they had indeed the same 
father, Herod, lmt different mothers;the former Cleo¬ 
patra, and Arrhe'aus Mnlthnce. They were indeed 
brought up nltnaether privately at Rome like own bro¬ 
thers ; and Philip was Archelaus’s depury when lie went j 
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vented him, and held his hand, and cried out 
loudly. Whereupon a woful lamentation echoed 
through the palace, and a great tumult was 
made, as if the king was dead. Upon which, 
Antipater, who verily believed his father was de¬ 
ceased, grew bold in his discourse, as hoping to 
be immediately and entirely released from his 
bonds, and to take the kingdom into his hands, 
without anymore ado; so he discoursed with the 
jailer about letting him go, and in that case 
promised him great things, both now and here¬ 
after, as if that were the only thing now in ques¬ 
tion. But the jailer did not only refuse to do 
what Antipater would have him, but informed 
the king of his intentions, and how many solici 
tations he had had from him [of that nature.} 
Hereupon. Herod, who had formerly no affection 
nor good-will towards his son to restrain him, 
when he heard what the jailer said, he cried out, 
and beat his head, although he was at death’s 
door, and raised himself upon his elbow, and sent 
for some of his guards, and commanded them to 
kill Antipater without any further delay, and to 
do it presently, and to bury him in an ignoble 
manner at Hyrcania. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Concerning Herod's Death , and Testament , and 
Burial. 

$ 1. And now Herod altered his testament upon 
the alteration of his mind; for he appointed An- 
tipas, to whom he had before left the kingdom, 
to be tetrarch of Galilee and Perea, and granted 
the kingdom to Archetaus. He also gave Gau- 
lonitis, and Trachonitis, and Paneas, to Philip, 
who was his son, but own brother to Archelaus,* 
by the name of a tetrarchy, and bequeathed 
Jamnia, and Ashdod, and Phasaelis, to Salome 
his sister, with five hundred thousand [drachmas] 
of silver that was coined. He also made pro¬ 
vision for all the rest of his kindred, by giving 
them sums of money and annual revenues, and 
so left them all in a wealthy condition. He be¬ 
queathed also to Cmsnrten millions [of drachmae] 
of coined money, besides both vessels of gold ana 
silver, and garments exceeding costly, to Julia, 
Caesar’s wife; and to certain others, five millions. 
When he had done these things, he died, the fifth 
day after he had caused Antipater to be slain; 
having reigned since he had procured Antigonus 
to be slain, thirty-four years;f but since lie bad 
been declared king by the Romans, thirty-seven. 
A man he was of great barbarity towards all men 
equally, and a slave to his passion; but above 
the consideration of what was right: yet was he 
favored by fortune as much as any man ever 
was, for from a private man he became a king: 
and though he were encompassed with ten thou¬ 
sand dangers, he got clear of them all, and con¬ 
tinued his life to a very old age. But then, as to 
the affairs of his family and children, in which, 
indeed, according to hfs own opinion, he was also 
very fortunate, because he was able to conquer 
his enemies, yet, in my opinion, he was herein 
very unfortunate. 

2 . But then Salome and Alexas, before the 
king’s death was made known, dismissed those 
that were shut up in the hippodrome, and (old 
them that the king ordered them to <ro away to 
their own lands, and take care of their own af¬ 
fairs, which was esteemed by the nation n great 
benefit. And now the king’s denth was made 
public, when Salome and Alexas gathered the 

to have his kingdom confirmed to him at Rome; rh. jx. 
sect. r>, and Of the War, b. ii. rIt. ii. sect. 1, which inti¬ 
macy is perhaps all that Josephus intended hy the 
words hefore us. 

t These numbers of years for Herod’s reian, 34, and 
37, arc the very same with those Oft he War, b. 1. eh. 
xvxiii. sect. 8, and are anions the principal rhronolo- 
pical characters helongina to tire rciau or death of He* 
| rod. Sec Harm, of the Evang. p. 130—155 
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soldicrv together in the amphitheatre at Jericho; 
and the first thins: they did was they read lie- 
rod’s letter, written to the soldiery, thanking 
ihem for their fidelity ar.d good-will to him, anti 
exhorting them tontlord his son Archelaus, whom 
he had appointed for their king, like fidelity and 
good-will. After which, Ptoleniv, who had the 
king’s seal intrusted to him, rend the king’s tes¬ 
tament, which was to be 'of force no otherwise 
than ns it should stand w hen Caesar had inspected 
it; so there was presently an acclamation made 
to Archelaus, as king, and the soldiers came by 
bands, and their commanders with them, and pro¬ 
mised the same good-will to him, and readiness 
to s«rve him, which they had exhibited to He¬ 
rod; and they prayed God to be assistant to him. 

3. After this was over, they prepared for his 
funeral, it being Archelaus’s care that the pro¬ 
cession to his father’s sepulchre should be very 
sumptuous. Accordingly, he brought out all his 
ornaments to adorn the pomp of the funeral. 
The body was carried upon a golden bier, em¬ 
broidered with very precious stones of great 
variety, and it was covered over with purple, as 
well as the body itself: he had a diadem upon 
bis head, and above it a crown of gold; he also 
had a sceptre in his right hand. About the bier 
were his son? and his numerous relations; next 
to th^se was the soldiery, distinguished accord¬ 
ing to their several countries and denominations; 
and they were put into the following order: first 
of all went his guards; then the band of Thra¬ 
cians; and after them the Germans; and next 
the band of Galatians; every one in their habili¬ 
ments of war; and behind these marched the 
whole army in the same manner as they used to 
go out to war, and as they used to he put in array 
by their muster-masters and centurions; these 
were followed by five hundred of his domestics 
carrying spices. So they went eight furlongs* 
to Herodium; for there by his own command he 
w as to be buried. And thus did Herod end his life. 

4. Now Archelaus paid him so much respect, 
as to continue his mourning till the seventh day; 
for so many days are appointed for it by the law 
of our fathers. And when he had given a treat 
to the multitude, and left off his mourning, he 
went up into the temple; he had also acclama¬ 
tions and praises given him, which way soever 
be went, every one striving with the rest who 
should appear to use the loudest acclamations. 
So he ascended a high elevation made for him, 
and took his seat, in a throne made of gold, and 
spoke kindly to the multitude, and declared 
“with what ioy he received their acclamations, 
and the marks of the good-will they showed to 
him; and returned them thanks that they did 
not remember the injuries his father had done 
them, to his disadvantage; and promised them 
he would endeavor not to be,behindhand with 
them in rewarding their alacrity in his service, 
after a suitable manner; but that he should ab¬ 
stain at present from the name of king, and that 
he should have the honor of that dignity if Cre- 
sar should confirm and settle that testament 
which his father had made; and that it was on 
this account, that when the army would have put 
the diadem on him at Jericho, lie would not ac¬ 
cept of that honor, which is usually so much 
desired, because it vvn? not yet evident that lie 
who was to he principally concerned in bestow¬ 
ing it, would give it him; although by his accept¬ 
ance of the government, he should not want the 
ability of rewarding tlnir kindness to him; and 
that it should be his endeavor, ns to all things 
wherein they were concerned, to prove in every 
respect bitter than his father.” Whereupon the 
multitude, as it is usual with them, supposed 
that the first days of those that enter upon such 
governments, declare the intentions of those that 

• At eight stadia or fnrloncsn day, as here, Herod’s 
funeral, conducted to Herodium (which lay at the dis¬ 
tance from Jericho, where he died of 200 stadia or 
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accept them; and 90 by how much Archelaus 
spoke the more gently and civi.ly to them, by so 
much did they more highly commend him, and 
made application to him for the grant of what 
they desired. Some made a c.amor that he 
would ease them of some of their annual pay¬ 
ments; but others desired him to release tliose 
that were put into prison by Heroo. who were 
many, and had been put there at several times, 
others of then) required that he would take away 
those taxes which had been severely laid upon 
what was publicly sold and bought. So Arche¬ 
laus contradicted them in nothing, since he pre¬ 
tended to do all things so as to get the good-will of 
the. multitude to him, as looking upon that good¬ 
will to be a great step towards tne preservation of 
his government. Hereupon he ivent and offered 
sacrifice to God, and then betook himself to feast 
with his friends. 

CHAP. IX. 

How the People raised a Sedition against Arche¬ 
laus, and how he sailed (o Rome. 

$ 1. At this time also it was, that some of the 
Jews got together out of a desire of innovation. 
They lamented Matthias, and those that were 
slain with him by Herod, who had not any re¬ 
spect paid them by a funeral mourning, out of 
the fear men were in of that man; they were 
those who had been condemned for pulling down 
the golden eagle. The people made a great cla¬ 
mor and lamentation hereupon, and cast out 
some reproaches against the king also, as if that 
tended to alleviate the miseries of the deceased. 
The people assembled together, and desired of 
Archelaus, that, in way of revenge on their ac¬ 
count, he would inflict punishment on those who 
had been honored by Herod: and that, in tho 
first and principal place, he would deprive that 
high priest whom Herod had made, anti would 
choose one more agreeable to the law. aud of 
greater purity, to officiate as high priest. This 
was granted by Archelaus, although he was 
mightily offended at their importunity, because 
lie proposed to himself to go to Home immediate¬ 
ly, to look after Cirsar’s determination about 
him. However, he s< nt the general of his forces 
to use persuasions, and to tell them that the 
death which was inflicted on their friends was 
according to the law; and to represent to them, 
that their petitions about these things were car¬ 
ried to a great height of injury to him: that the 
time was not now proper for such petitions, but 
required their unanimity until such time as he 
should be established in the government by the 
consent of Caesar, and should then be c.une buck 
to (hem; for that he would then con-ull. w th 
them in common concerning the purport of thzir 
petitions; but that they ought at present to be 
quiet, lest they should seem sedition? persons 
2. So when the king had suggested these 
things, and instructed his general in what he 
was to say, he sent him away to the people; but 
they made a clamor, and would not give him 
leave to speak, and put him in danger of hi-* life, 
and as many more as were desirous to venture 
upon saying openly s.ny thing which might re¬ 
duce them to a sober mind, and prevent them 

f joing on in their present course?; bernu-e they 
iad more concern to have all their own wills 
performed than to yield obedience to th* ir gee 
vernor*; thinking it to be a thing insiifl* rable, 
that, while Herod was alive, they should lose 
those that were the most dear to them, an I that 
when he was dead, they could not get the uctors 
to be punished. So they w* nt on with their de¬ 
signs after a violent manner, and thought all to 
be lawful and right which tended to please them, 
and being unskilful in foreseeing what dangers 
they incurred; and when they had susplc on of 

furlnncs; Ofthc War, t>. i. eh. xxxiii. serf. 9.) mus* 
have taken up no loss than twenty-five days 
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such a thing, yet did the present pleasure they 
took in the punishment of those they deemed 
their enemies, overweigh all such considera¬ 
tions; and although Archelaus sent many to 
speak to them. jet they treated them not as 
messengers sent bj* him, but as persons that 
came ol their own accord to mitigate their anger, 
and would not let one of them speak. The se¬ 
dition also was made by such as were in a great 
passion; and it was evident that they were pro¬ 
ceeding farther in seditious practices, by the 
multitude’s running so fast upon them. 

3. Now, upon the approach of that feast of un¬ 
leavened bread, whicn the law of their fathers 
had appointed for the Jews at this time, which 
feast is called the Passover,* and is a memorial 
of their deliverance out of Egypt, (when they 
offer sacrifices with great alacrity; and when 
they are required to slay more sacrifices in num¬ 
ber than at any other festival, and when an in¬ 
numerable multitude came thither out of the 
country, nay, from beyond its limits also, in order 
to worship God;) the seditious lamented Judas 
and Matthias, those teachers of the laws, and 
kept together in the temple, and had plenty of 
food, because these seditions persons were not 
ashamed to beg it. And as Archelaus was afraid 
lest some terrible thing should spring up by 
nieans of these men’s madness, he sent a regi¬ 
ment of armed men, and with them a captain of 
a thousand, to suppress the violent efforts of the 
seditious, before the whole multitude should be 
infected with the like madness; and gave them 
this charge, that if they found any much more 
openly seditious than others, and more busy in 
tumultuous practices, they should bring them to 
him. But tnose that were seditious on account 
of those teachers of the law, irritated the people 
by the noise and clamors they used to encourage 
the people in their designs; so they made an as¬ 
sault upon the soldiers, and came up to them, 
and stoned the greatest part of them, although 
some of them ran away wounded, and their cap¬ 
tain among them; and when they had thus done, 
they returned to the sacrifices which were al¬ 
ready in their hands. Now Archelaus thought 
there was no way to preserve the entire govern¬ 
ment, but by cutting off those who made this at¬ 
tempt upon it; so he sent out the whole army 
upon them, and sent the horsemen to prevent 
those that had their tents without the temple, from 
assisting those that were within the temple, and 
to kill such as ran away from the footmen when 
they thought themselves out of danger, which 
horsemen slew three thousand men, while the 
rest went to the neighboring mountains. Then 
did Archelaus order proclamation to be made to 
them all, that they should retire to their own 
homes; so they went away, and left the festival 
out of fear of somewhat worse which would fol¬ 
low, although they had been so bold by reason 
of their want of instruction. So Archelaus went 
down to the sea with his mother, and took with 
him Nicolaus and Ptolemy, and many others of 
his friends, and left Philip, his brother, and go¬ 
vernor of all things belonging both to his own 
family and to the public. There went out nlso 
with him Salome, Herod’s sister, who took with 
her her children, and many of her kindred were 
with her; which kindred of hers went, as they 
retended, to assist Archelaus in gaining the 
ingdom.but in reality to oppose him, and chiefly 
to make loud complaints of what he had done in 
the temple. But Sabinus, Caesar’s steward for 
Syrian affairs, as he was making haste into 
Judea, to preserve Herod’s effects, met with 
Archelaus at Ciesarea; but Varus (president of 
Syria) came at that time, and restrained him from 

•Thispnssover, when the sedition here mentioned 
was moved asiainst Archelaus, was not one, hut thirteen 
months, after the eclipse of the moon already mentioned. 
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meddling with them, for he was there as sent for 
by Archelaus, by the means of Ptolemy. And 
Sabinus, out of regard to Varus, did neither 
seize upon any of the castles that were among 
the Jews, nor did he seal up the treasures in 
them, but permitted Archelaus to have them 
until Caesar should declare his resolution about 
them; so that, upon this his promise, he tarried 
still at Caesarea. But after Archelaus was sailed 
for Rome, and Varus was removed to Antioch, 
Sabinus went to Jerusalem, and seized on the 
king’s palace. He also sent for the keepers of 
the garrisons, and for all those that had the 
charge of Herod’s effects, and declared publicly, 
that he should require them to give an account ot 
what they had: and he disposed of the castles in 
the manner he pleased; hut those who kept them 
did not neglect what Archelaus had given them 
in comipand, but continued to keep all things in 
the manner that had been enjoined them; and 
their pretence was, that they kept them all for 
Cresar. 

4. At the same time, also, did Antipas, another 
of Herod’s sons, sail to Rome, in order to gain 
the government; being buoyed up by Salome 
with promises, that he should take the govern¬ 
ment; and that he was a much honester and 
fitter man than Archelaus for that authority; 
since Herod had, in his former testament, deemed 
him the worthiest to be made king, which ought 
to be esteemed more valid than his latter testa¬ 
ment. Antipas also brought wi'h him his mother, 
and Ptolemy the brother of Nicolaus, one that 
had been Herod’s most honored friend, and was 
now zealous for Antipas: but it was Ireneus the 
orator, and one who, on account of his reputation 
for sagacity, was intrusted with the affairs of the 
kingdom, who most of all encouraged him to at¬ 
tempt to gain the kingdom; by whose means it 
was, that when some advised him to yield to 
Archelaus, as to his elder brother, and who had 
been declared king by their father's last will, he 
would not submit so to do. And when he was 
come to Rome, all his relations revolted to him 
not out of their good-will to him, but out of their 
hatred to Archelaus; though indeed they were 
most of all desirous of gaining their liberty, and 
to be put under a Roman governor; but if there 
were too great an opposition made to that, they 
thought Antipas preferable to Archelaus. and so 
joined with luni. in order to procure the kingdom 
‘for him. Sabinus also, by letters, accused Ar¬ 
chelaus to C.'esar. 

5. Now, when Archelaus had sent in his pa¬ 
pers to Cmsar, wherein he pleaded his right *o 
the kingdom, and his father s testament, with 
the account of Herod’s money, and with Pto¬ 
lemy. who brought Herod’s seal, he so expected 
the event; but when Cresar had read these 
papers, and Varus’s nnd Sabinus’s letters, with 
the account of tlie money, and what were the 
annual revenues of the kingdom, and understood 
that Antipas had also sent letters to lay Haim to 
the kingdom, he summoned his friends together, 
to know their opinions, and with them Cuius, 
the son of Agrippa. and of Julia his daughter, 
whom he had adopted, and took him and made 
him sit first of all, and desired such as pleased to 
speak their minds about the affairs now betore 
them. Now Antipater, Salome's son, a very 
subtle orator, and a bitter enemy to Archelaus, 
spoke first to this purpose: that •* it was ridicu¬ 
lous in Archelaus to plead now to have the king¬ 
dom given him, since he had in reality taken 
already the power over it to himself, before 
Ciesar" lmd granted it to him: and appealed to 
those bold actions of his, in destroying so many 
at the Jewish festival, nnd, if the men ftad acted 
unjustiv, »t was but fit the minishing of them 
should "have been reserved to tnose that were out 
of the country, but had the power to punish 
them, and not been executed by a man that, if 
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he pretended to be a king, he did an injury to 
Caesar, by usurping that authority before it was 
determined for him by Ciesar. but, if he owned 
himself to be a private person, his case was much 
worse, since he who was putting in for the king¬ 
dom, could by no means expect to have that 
power granted him, of which he had already de¬ 
prived Ciesar [by taking it to himself.] He also 
touched sharply upon him, and appealed to his 
changing the commanders in the army, and his 
sitting in the royal throne beforehand, and his 
determination of lawsuits; all done as if he were 
no other than a king. He appealed also to his 
concessions to those that petitioned him on a pub¬ 
lic account, and indeed doing such things, than 
which he could devise no greater if he had been 
already settled in the kingdom by Cmsar. He 
also ascribed to him the releasing of the prison¬ 
ers that were in the hippodrome, and many other 
things, that either had been certainly done by 
him, or w’ere believed to be done, and easily 
might be believed to have been done, because 
they were of such a nature, as to be usually done 
by Voting men, and by such as, out of a desire of 
ruling, seize upon the government too soon. He 
also charged lnm with the neglect of the funeral 
mourning for his father, and with having merry 
meetings the very night in which he died; and 
that it was thence the multitude took the handle 
of raising a tumult; and if Archelaus could thus 
requite bis dead father, w r ho had bestowed such 
benefits upon him, and bequeathed such great 
things to nim, by pretending to shed tears for 
him in the daytime, like an actor on the stage, 
but every night making mirth for having gotten 
the government, he would appear to be the same 
Archelaus with regard to Caesar, if he granted 
him the kingdom, which he hath been to his 
father; since he had then dancing and singing, 
as though an enemy of his were fallen, and not 
as though a man were carried to his funeral, 
that was so nearly related, and had been so great 
a benefactor to him. But he said*that the great¬ 
est crime of all was this, that he came now before 
Caesar to obtain the government by his grant, 
while he had before acted in all things as he 
could have acted if Ciesar himself, who ruled all, 
had fixed him firmly in the government. And 
what he most aggravated in his pleading, was the 
slaughter of those about the temple, and the im¬ 
piety of it, as done at the festival; and how they 
were slain like sacrifices themselves, some of 
whom were foreigners, and others of their own 
country, till the temple was full of dead bodies: 
and all this was done, not by an alien, but by one 
who pretended to the lawful title of a king, that 
he might complete the wicked tyranny which his 
nature prompted him to, and which is hated by 
all men. On which account his father never so 
much as dreamed of making him his successor in 
the kingdom, when he was of a sound mind, be¬ 
cause he knew his disposition; and in his former 
and more authentic testament, he appointed his 
antagonist Antipns to succeed ; but that Archelaus 
was called by his father to that dignity, when he 
was in a dying condition, both of body and mind, 
while Antipas was called upon when he was 
ripest in his judgment, and of such strength of 
body as made him capable of managing his own 
affairs; and if his father had the like notion of 
him formerly that he hath now showed, yet hath 
he given a sufficient specimen what a king he is 
likely to be, when lie hath [in effect] deprived 
Ciesar of that power of disposing of the kingdom, 
which he justly hath, and hath not abstained from 
making a terrible slaughter of his fellow-citizens 
in the temple, while he was but a private person.” 

6 . So wnen Antipater had made this speech, 
and had confirmed what he had said by produ¬ 
cing many witnesses from among Archelaus’s 
own rrlations, be made an end of his pleading. 
Upon which Nicolaus arose up to plead for Ar¬ 
chelaus, and said, “That what had been done at 


the temple was rather to be attributed to the 
mind of those that had been killed, than to the 
authority of Archelaus; for that those, who are 
the authors of such things, are not only wicked 
in the injuries they do of themselves, but in 
forcing sober persons to avenge themselves upon 
them. Now, it is evident that what these did in 
way of opposition was done under pretence in¬ 
deed against Archelaus, but in reality against 
Ciesar himself; for they, after an injurious man¬ 
ner, attacked and slew those w r ho were sent by 
Archelaus, and who came only to put a stop to 
their doings. They had no regard, either to God 
or to the festival, whom Antipater yet is not 
ashamed to patronize, whether it be out of his 
indulgence of an enmity to Archelaus, or out of 
his hatred of virtue and justice. For as to those 
who begin such tumults, and first set about such 
unrighteous actions, they are the men who force 
those that punish them to betake themselves to 
arms even against their wills. So that Antipater 
in effect ascribes the rest of what was done to all 
those who were of counsel to the accusers, for 
nothing which is here accused of injustice has 
been done, but what was derived from them as 
its authors; nor are those things evil in them¬ 
selves, but so represented only in order to do 
harm to Archelaus. Such are these men's incli¬ 
nations to do an injury to a man that is of their 
kindred, their father's benefactor, and familiarly 
acquainted with them, and that hath ever lived in 
friendship with them; for that, as to this testa¬ 
ment, it was made by the king when he was of a 
sound mind, and so ought to be of more authority 
than his former testament: and that for this rea¬ 
son, beeause Ciesar is therein left to be the judge 
and disposer of all therein contained; aud lor 
Ciesar, he will not, to be sure, at all imitate the 
unjust proceedings of those men, who, during 
Herod’s whole life, had on all occasions been 
joint partakers of power with him, and yet do 
zealously endeavor to injure his determination, 
while they have not themselves had the same re¬ 
gard to their kinsmen [which Archelaus had.] 
Ciesar will not therefore disannul the testament 
of a man whom he had entirely supported, of his 
friend and coofederate, and that which is com¬ 
mitted to him in trust, to ratify; nor will Caesar's 
virtuous and upright disposition, which is known 
and uncontested through all the habitable w’orld, 
imitate the wickedness of these men in condemn¬ 
ing a king as a madman, and as having lost his 
reason, while he hath bequeathed the succession 
to a good son of his, and to one who flies to 
Ciesar’s upright determination for refuge. Nor 
can Herod at any time have been mistaken in his 
judgment about a successor, while he showed so 
much prudence as to submit all to Caesar's deter¬ 
mination.” 

7. Now when Nicolaus had laid these things 
before Ciesar, he ended his plea; whereupon 
Ciesar was so obliging to Archelaus, that he 
raised him up when he had cast himself down at 
his feet, and said, that “he w T ell deserved the 
kingdom;” and he soon let him know', that he 
was so far moved in his favor, that he would 
not act otherwise than bis father’s testament di¬ 
rected, and than was for the advantage of Ar¬ 
chelaus. How’ever, while he gave this encour¬ 
agement to Archelaus to depend on him securely, 
he made no full determination about him; and, 
when the assembly was broken up, he considered 
by himself, whether he should confirm the king¬ 
dom to Archelaus, or whether he should part it 
among all Herod’s posterity; and this because 
they all stood in need of much assistance to sup¬ 
port them. 

CHAP. X. 

A Sedition of the Jews against Sabinus; and how 

Varus brought the Authors of it to Punishment 

{ 1. But before these things could be brought 
to a settlement. Malthace, Archelaus’s mother. 
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fell into a distemper, and died of it; and letters 
came from Varus, the president of Syria, which 
informed Caesar of the revolt of the Jews; for, 
after Archelaus was sailed, the whole nation was 
in a tumult. So Varus, since he was there him¬ 
self, brought the authors of the disturbance to 
punishment; and when he had restrained them 
for the most part from this sedition, which was a 
£reat one, he took his journey to Antioch, leav¬ 
ing one legion of his army at Jerusalem to keep 
the Jews quiet, who were now very fond of inno¬ 
vation. Yet did not this at all avail to put an end 
to that their sedition; for after Varus was gone 
away, Sabinus, Cmsar’s procurator, staid behind, 
and greatly distressed the Jews, relying on the 
forces that were left there, that they would by 
their multitude protect him: for he made use of 
them, and armed them as his guards, thereby so 
oppressing the Jews and giving them so great 
disturbance, that at length they rebelled; for he 
used force in seizing the citadels, and zealously 
pressed on the search after the king’s money, in 
order to seize upon it by force, on account of his 
love of gain, and his extraordinary covetousness. 

2. But on the approach of Pentecost, which is 
a festival of ours, so called from the days of our 
forefathers, a great many ten thousands of men 
got together; nor did they come only to celebrate 
the festival, but out of their indignation at the 
madness of Sabinus, and at the injuries he offer¬ 
ed them. A great number there was of Gali¬ 
leans, and Idumeans, and many men from Jeri¬ 
cho, and others who had passed over the river 
Jordan, and inhabited those parts. This whole 
multitude joined themselves to all the rest, and 
were more zealous than the others in making an 
assault on Sabinus, in order to be avenged on 
him; so they parted themselves into three bands 
and encamped themselves in the places follow¬ 
ing: some of them seized upon the hippodrome; 
and of the other two bands, one pitched them¬ 
selves from the northern part of the temple to 
the southern, on the east quarter; but the third 
band held the western part of the city where 
the king’s palace was. Their work tended en¬ 
tirely to besiege the Romans, and to enclose 
them on all sides. Now, Sabinus was afraid of 
these men’s number, and of their resolution, 
who had little regard to their lives, but were 
very desirous not to be overcome, while they 
thought it a point of puissance to overcome their 
enemies; so he sent immediately a letter to Va¬ 
rus, and, as he used to do, was very pressing 
with him, and entreated him to come quickly to 
his assistance, because the forces he had left 
were in imminent danger, and would probably, 
in no long time, be seized upon, and cut to pieces; 
while he did himself get up to the highest tower 
of the fortress Phasaelus, which had been built 
in honor of Phasaelus, king Herod’s brother, 
and called so when the Parthians had brought 
him to his death.* So Sabinus gave thence a 
signal to the Romans to fall upon the Jews, 
although he did not himself venture so much as 
to come down to his friends, and thought he 
might expect that the others should expose them¬ 
selves first to die, on account of his avarice. 
However, the Romans ventured to make a sally 
out of the place, and a terrible battle ensued; 
wherein, though it is true the Romans beat their 
adversaries, yet were not the Jews daunted in 
their resolutions, even when they had the sight of 
that terrible slaughter that was made of them, 
but they went round about, and got upon those 
cloisters which encompassed the outer court of 
the temple, where a great fight was still con¬ 
tinued, and they cast stones at the Romans, part¬ 
ly with their hands and partly with slings, as 

*See Antiq. Book xiv. ch. xiii. section 10, and Of the 
War, b. i. ch. xxi sen, 9. 

t These ere,'it devastations made about the temple 
here, and Of the War, b. ii. eh. iii. sect. 3, seem not to 
have been fully re-edified in the days of Nero; til! 
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being much used to those exercises. A«l the 
archers also in array did the Romans a great 
deal of mischief; because they used their hands 
dexterously from a place superior to the others, 
and because the others were at an utter loss what 
to do; for when they tried to shoot their arrows 
against the Jews upwards, these arrows could 
not reach them, insomuch that the Jews were 
easily too hard for their enemies. And this 9ort 
of fight lasted a great while, till at last the Ro¬ 
mans, who were greatly distressed by what was 
done, set fire to the cloisters so privately, that 
those who were gotten upon them did not per¬ 
ceive it. This fire being fed by a great deal of 
combustible matter,! caught hold immediately 
on the roof of the cloisters; so the wood, which 
was full of pitch and wax, and whose gold was 
laid on it with wax, yielded to the llame pre¬ 
sently, and those vast works, which w r ere of the 
highest value and esteem, were destroyed ut¬ 
terly, while those that were on the roof unex¬ 
pectedly perished at the same time; for, as the 
roof tumbled down, some of these men tumbled 
down with it, and others of them were killed by 
their enemies who encompassed them. There 
was a great number more, who, out of despair of 
saving their lives, and out of astonishment at the 
misery that surrounded them, did either cast 
themselves into the fire, or threw themselves 
upon their own swords, and so got out of their 
misery. But as to (hose that retired behind the 
same way hy which they ascended, and thereby- 
escaped, they were all killed by the Romans, as 
being unarmed men, and their courage failing 
them; their wild fury being now not able to help 
them, because they were destitute of armor; 
insomuch, that, of those that went up to the top 
of the roof, not one escaped. The Romans also 
rushed through the fire, where it gave them room 
so to do, and seized on that treasure where the 
sacred money was reposited; a great part of 
which was stolen by the soldiers, and Sabinus 
got openly four hundred talents. 

3. But this calamity of the Jews’ friends, who 
fell in this battle, grieved them, as did also this 
plundering of the money dedicated to God in the 
temple. Accordingly, that body of them which 
continued best together, and was the most war¬ 
like, encompassed the palace, and threatened to 
set fire to it, and kill all that were in it. Yet still 
they commanded them to go out presently, and 
promised, that if they would do so, they would 
not hurt them, nor Sabinus neither; at which 
time the greatest part of the king’s troops de¬ 
serted to them, while Rufus and Gratus, who had 
three thousand of the most warlike of Herod’s 
army with them, who were men of active bodies, 
went over to the Romans. There was also a 
band of horsemen under the command of Rufus, 
which itstlf went over to the Romans also. 
However, the Jews went on with the siege, and 
dug mines under the palace walls, and besought 
those that were gone over to the other side, not 
to be their hindrance, now they had such a pro¬ 
per opportunity for the recovery of their coun¬ 
try’s ancient liberty; and for Sabinus, truly he 
was desirous of going away with his soldiers, 
but was not able to trust himself with the enemy, 
on account of what mischief he had already done 
them; and he took this great [pretended] lenity 
of theirs for nn argument why he should not 
comply with them: and so, because he expected 
that Varus was coming, he still bore the siege. 

4. Now, at this time there were ten thousand 
other disorders in Juden, which were like tu¬ 
mults; because a great number put themselves 
into a warlike posture either out ot hopes of gain 
to themselves, or out of enmity to the Jews. In 

whose time there were 1^,000 workmen continually 
employed in rebuilding and repairing (hat temple, aa 
Joscphu9 informs us, Antiq. b. xx. ch. ix. sect. ?. Sec 
the note on that place. 
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particular, hvo thousand of Herod’s old soldiers, 
who had been already disbanded, got together in 
Judea itself, and fought against the king’s troops; 
although Archiabus, Herod’s firstcousin, opposed 
them; but as he was driven out of the plains into 
the mountainous parts, by the military skill of 
those men, he kept himself in the fastnesses that 
were there, and saved what he could. 

5. There was also Judas, the son of that Eze- 
kias* who had been head of the robbers; which 
Ezckias was a very stiong man, and had with 
reat difficulty been caught by Herod. This 
udas having gotten together a multitude of 
men of a profligate character about Sepphoris in 
Galilee, made an assault upon the palace [there,] 
and seized upon all the weapons that were laid 
up in it, and with them armed every one of those 
that were with him, and carried away what mo¬ 
ney was left there; and he became terrible to all 
men, by tearing and rending those that came 
near him; and all this in order to raise himself, 
and out of an ambitious desire of the royal dig¬ 
nity; and he hoped to obtain that as a reward, 
not of hi3 virtuous skill in war, but of his extra¬ 
vagance in doing injuries. 

b. There was also Simon, who had been a slave 
of Herod the king, but in other respects a come- 
1 y person, of a tall and robust body; he was one 
that was much superior to others of his order, 
and had had great things committed to his care. 
This man was elevated at the disorderly state of 
things, and was so bold as to put a diadem on his 
head, while a certain number of the people stood 
by him, and by them he was declared to be a 
king, and thought himself more worthy of that 
dignity than any one else. He burnt down the 
royal palace at Jericho, and plundered what was 
left in it. He also set lire to many others of the 
king’s houses in several places of the country, 
and utterly destroyed them, and permitted those 
that were with him to take what was left in 
them for a prey; and he would have done 
greater things, unless care had been taken to re¬ 
press him immediately; for Gratus, when he had 
loined himself to some Roman soldiers, took the 
forces he had with him, and met Simon, and after 
a great and long fight, no small part of those 
that came from Perea, who were a disordered 
body of men, and fought rather in a bold than in 
a skilful manner, were destroyed; and although 
Simon had saved himself by flying away through 
a certain valley, yet Gratus overtook him, and 
cut off his head. The royal palace also at Ama- 
thus, by the river Jordan, was burnt down by a 
party of men that were got together, as were 
those belonging to Simon. And thus did a great 
and wild lury spread itself over the nation, be¬ 
cause they had no king to keep the multitude in 
good order, and because those foreigners, who 
came to reduce the seditious to sobriety, did, on 
the contrary, set them more in a flame, because 
of the injuries they offered them, and the avari¬ 
cious manageme nt of their affairs. 

7. At this time also Atbronges, a person nei¬ 
ther eminent by the dignity ot his progenitors, 
nor for any great wealth he was possessed of, 
but one that had in all respects been a shepherd 
only, and was not known by any body; yet be¬ 
cause he was a tall man, nnd excelled others in 
the strength of his hands, he was so bold as to 
set up for king. This man thought it so sweet 
a thing to do more than ordinary injuries to 
others, that although he should be killed, he did 
aot much care if he lost his life in so great a de- 

* Unless this Judas, the son of Exekias, he the same 
with that Theudas, mentioned Acts v. HG, Josephus 
must have omitted him ; for that other Theudas, whom 
he afterward mentions under Fades, the Roman gov- 
ernor, b. xx. ch. v. sect. 1. is much loo late to corres¬ 
pond to him that is mentioned in the Acts. The nnmes 
Theudas , Thadeus , and Judas , differ hut little. 8ec 
Archbishop Usher’s annals at A. A1.4G01. However, 
since Josephus does not pretend to reckon up the heads 


3ign. He had also four brethren, who were tall 
men themselves, and were believed to be supe¬ 
rior to others in the strength of their hands and 
thereby were encouraged to aim at great things, 
and thought that strength of theirs would support 
them in retaining the kingdom. Each of these 
ruled over a band of men of his own; for those 
that got together to them were very numerous. 
They were every one of them also commanders; 
but, when they came to fight, they were subor¬ 
dinate to him, and fought for him, while he put a 
diadem about his head, and assembled a council 
to debate about what things should be done, and 
all things were done according to his pleasure. 
And this man retained his power a great while; 
he was also called king, and had nothing to hin¬ 
der him from doing what he pleased. He also, 
as well as his brethren, slew a great many, both 
of the Romans and of the king’s forces, and ma¬ 
naged matters with the like hatred to each of 
them. The king’s forces they fell upon, because 
of the licentious conduct they had been allowed 
under Herod’s government; and they fell upon 
the Romans, because of the injuries they had so 
lately received from them. But in process of 
time, they grew more cruel to all sorts of men, 
nor could any one escape from one or other of 
these seditions, since tney slew some out of the 
hopes of gain, and others from a mere custom 
of slaying men. They once attacked a company 
of Romans at Emmaus, who were bringing corn 
and weapons to the army, and fell upon Arius, 
the centurion, who commanded the company, 
and shot forty of the best of his foot-soldiers; 
but the rest of them were affrighted at their 
slaughter, and left their dead behind them, but 
saved themselves by the means of Gratus, who 
came with the king’s troops that were about him 
to their assistance. Now', these four brethren 
continued the war a long while by such sort of 
expeditions, and much grieved the Romans; but 
din their own nation nlso a great deal of mis¬ 
chief. Yet were they afterward subdued; one 
of them in a fight with Gratus; another with 
Ptolemy; Archelaus also took the eldest of them 
prisoner, while the last of them was so dejected 
at the others’ misfortune, and saw so plainly that 
he had no way now left to save himself, his army 
being worn away with sickness and continual 
labors, that he also delivered himself up to 
Archelaus, upon his promise and oath to God [to 
preserve his life.] But these things came to pass 
a good while afterward. 

8. And now Judea w'as full of robberies; and, 
as the several companies of the seditious lit 
upon any one to head them, he was created a 
king immediately, in order to do mischief to the 
public. They were in some small measure in¬ 
deed, and in small matters, hurtful to the Ro¬ 
mans; but the murders they committed upon 
their own people lasted a long while. 

9. As soon as Varus was once informed of the 
state of Judea by Sabinus’s writing to him, he 
was afraid for the legion he had left: so he took 
the two other legions, (for there were three le¬ 
gions in all belonging to Syria,) and four troops 
of horsemen, witn the several auxiliary forces 
which either the kings or certain of the tetrarchs 
afforded him, and made what haste he could to 
assist those that were then besieged in Judea, 
lie also gave order, that all that were sent out 
for this expedition, should make haste to Ptole- 
mais. The citizens of Berytus also gave him 
fifteen hundred auxiliaries, ns he passed through 

of all those ten thousand disorders in Judea, which he 
tells ns were then abroad, sec sect. -1 nnd 8, the Theu- 
dns of the Acts might be at the head of one of those se¬ 
ditions, though not particularly named by him. Thus 
he informs us here, sect. 6, and Of the War, b. ii. ch. iv. 
sect. 2, that certain of the seditious came and burned 
the royal palace at Amatlms, or Rethramphta, upon 
the river Jordan. Perhaps their leader who is not 
named by Josephus, might be this Theudas. 
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their city. Aretas also, the king of Arabia Pe- 
trea, out of his hatred to Herod, and in order to 
purchase the favor of the Romans, sent him 
no small assistance, besides their footmen and 
horsemen? and when he had now collected all 
his forces together, he committed part of them 
to his son, and to a friend of his, and sent them 
upon an expedition into Galilee, which lies in the 
neighborhood of Ptolcmais, who made an attack 
upon the enemy,’and put them to flight, and 
took Sepphoris, and made its inhabitants slaves, 
and burnt the city. But Varus himself pursued 
his march for Samaria with his whole army; yet 
did not he meddle with the city of that name, be¬ 
cause it had not at all joined with the seditious; 
but pitched his camp at a certain village that be¬ 
longed to Ptolemy, whose name was Arus, rvhich 
the Arabians burnt, out of their hatred to Herod, 
and out of the enmity they bore to his friends; 
whence they marched to another village, whose 
name was Sampho, which the Arabians plunder¬ 
ed and burnt, although it was a fortified and a 
strong place; and all along this march nothing 
escaped them, but all places were full of fire and 
of slaughter. Emmaus was also burnt by Varus’s 
order, after its inhabitants had deserted it, that 
he might avenge those that had there been de¬ 
stroyed. From thence he now inarched to Jeru¬ 
salem; whereupon those Jews whose camp lay 
there, and who had besieged the Roman legion, 
now hearing of the coming of this army, left the 
siege imperfect: but as to the Jerusalem Jews, 
when Varus reproached them bitterly for what 
had been done, they cleared themselves of the 
accusation, and alleged, that the conflux of the 
people was occasioned by the feast; that the war 
was not made with their approbation, but the 
rashness of the strangers, while they were on 
the side of the Romans, and besieged together 
with them, rather than having any inclination to 
besiege them. There also came beforehand to 
meet Varus, Joseph, the cousin-german of king 
Herod, as also Gratus and Rufus, who brought 
their soldiers along with them, together with 
those Romans who had been besieged; but Sa- 
binus did not come into Varus’s presence, but 
stole out of the city privately, and weut to the 
sea side. 

10 . Upon this Varus sent a part of his army 
into the country, to seek out those that had been 
the authors of the revolt; and when they were 
discovered, he punished some of them that were 
most guilty, and some he dismissed: now the 
number of those that were crucified on this ac¬ 
count were two thousand. After which he dis¬ 
banded his army, which he found nowise useful 
to him in the affairs he came about: for they be¬ 
haved themselves very disorderly, and disobeyed 
his orders, and what Varus desired them to do, 
and this out of regard to that gain which they 
made by the mischief they did. As for himself, 
when he was informed that ten thousand Jews 
had gotten together, he made haste to catch 
them; but they did not proceed so far as to fight 
him, but, by the advice of Archiabus, they came 
together, and delivered themselves up to him: 
hereupon Varus forgave the crime ot revolting 
to the multitude, but sent their several command¬ 
ers to Caesar; many of them Ctesar dismissed: 
but for the several relations of Herod who had 
been among these men in this war, they were the 
only persons whom he punished, who, without 
the least regard to justice, fought against their 
own kindred. 

CHAP. XI. 

An Embassage of the Jews to Cccsar , and how 
Casar confirmed Herod's Testament. 

) 1. So when Varus had settled these affairs, 
and had placed the former legion at Jerusalem, 
he returned back to Antioch: but as for Arche- 
laus, he had new sources of trouble come upon 
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him at Rome, on the occasions following: for an 
embassage of the Jews was come to Rome, Varus 
having permitted the nation to send it, that they 
might petition for the liberty of living by their 
own laws.* JVow, the number of the ambassa¬ 
dors that were sent bv the authority of the na¬ 
tion was fifty, to which they joined above eight 
thousand of the Jews that were at Rome already. 
Hereupon Ca?sar assembled his friends, and the 
chief men among the Romans, in the temple of 
Apollo,f which he had built at a vast charge; 
wnither the ambassadors came, and a multitude 
of the Jews that were there already came with 
them, as did also Archelaus and his friends; but 
as for the several kinsmen which Archelaus had, 
they would not join themselves with him, out of 
their hatred to him; and yet they thought it too 
gross a thing for them to assist the ambassadors 
[against him,] as supposing it would be a dis¬ 
grace to them in Ctesar’s opinion to think of thus 
acting in opposition to a man of their own kin¬ 
dred. JPhilip also was come hither outof Syria, 
by the persuasion of Varus, with this principal 
intention, to assist his brother [Archelaus;] for 
Varus was his great friend; but still so, that if 
there should any change happen in the form of go¬ 
vernment, (which Varus suspected there would,) 
and if any distribution should be made on ac¬ 
count of the number that desired the liberty of 
living by their own laws, that he might not be 
disappointed, but might have his share in it. 

2. Now upon the liberty that was given to the 
Jewish ambassadors to speak, they who hoped 
to obtain a dissolution of Kingly government, be¬ 
took themselves to accuse Herod of his iniqui¬ 
ties; and they declared, “ that he was indeed in 
name a king, but that he had taken to himself 
that uncontrollable authority which tyrants ex¬ 
ercise over their subjects, and had made use of 
that authority for the destruction of the Jews, 
and did not abstain from making many innova¬ 
tions among them besides, according to his own 
inclinations; and that whereas there were a 
great many who perished by that destruction he 
brought upon them, so many indeed as no other 
history relates, they that survived were far more 
miserable than those that suffered under him, 
not only by the anxiety they were in from his 
looks and disposition towards them, but from 
the danger their estates were in of being taken 
away by him: that he did never leave otl adorn¬ 
ing those cities that lay in their neighborhood, 
but were inhabited by foreigners; but so that the 
cities belonging to his own government were 
ruined, and utterly destroyed: that whereas, 
when he took the kingdom, it was in an extraor¬ 
dinary flourishing condition, he had filled the na¬ 
tion with the utmost degree of poverty; and 
when, upon unjust pretences, he had slain any 
of the nobility, he took away their estates; and 
when he permitted any of them to live, he con¬ 
demned them to the forfeiture of what they pos¬ 
sessed. And, besides the annual impositions 
which he laid upon every one of them, they 
were to make liberal presents to himself, to his 
domestics and friends, und to such of his slaves 
as were vouchsafed the favor of being his tax- 
gatherers; because there was noway of obtain¬ 
ing a freedom from unjust violence, without 
giving either gold or silver for it. That they 
w'ould say nothing of the corruption of the chas¬ 
tity of their virgins, and the reproach laid on 
their wives for incontinencv, and those things 
acted after an insolent and’ inhuman manner; 
because it was not a smaller pleasure to the suf¬ 
ferers to have such things concealed than it 
would ha'e been not to have suffered them. 
That Herod had put such abuses upon them as 
a wild beast would not hnve put on them, if he 

* See Of the War, b. ii. cli. ii. sect. 3. 

t See the note. Of the War, b. ii. oh. vi. sect 1. 

t He was tetrarch afterward. 
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had power given him to rule over us; and that 
although their nation had passed through many 
subversions and alterations of government, their 
history gave no account of any calamity they 
had ever been under, that could be compared 
with this which Herod had brought upon their 
nation; that it was for this reason that they 
thoegnt they might justly and gladly salute Ar- 
chela^s as king, upon this supposition, that who¬ 
soever should be set over their kingdom, he 
would appear more mild to them than Herod 
had been; and that they had joined with him in 
the mourning for his father, in order to gratify 
him, and were ready to oblige him in other points 
also, if they could meet with any degree of mo¬ 
deration from him: but that he seemed to be 
afraid lest he should not be deemed Herod’s own 
son. nud so, without any delay, he immediately 
let the nation understand his meaning, and this 
before his dominion was well established, since 
the power of disposing of it belonged to Caesar, 
who could either give it to him or not, as he 
pleased. That he had given a specimen of his 
future virtue to his subjects, and with what kind 
of moderation and good administration he would 
govern them, by that his first action which con¬ 
cerned them, his own citizens, and God himself 
also, when he made the slaughter of three thou¬ 
sand of his own countrymen at the temple. How, 
then, could they avoid the just hatred of him who, 
to the rest of Ids barbarity, had added this as one 
of our crimes, that we have opposed and contra¬ 
dicted him in the exercise of his authority?” 
Now, the main thing they desired was this, 
“That they might be delivered from kingly and 
the like forms of government,* and might be 
added to Syria, and be put under the authority 
of such presidents of theirs as should be sent to 
them; for that it would thereby be made evident, 
whether they be really a seditious people, and 
generally fond of innovations, or whether they 
would live in any orderly manner, if they might 
have governors of any sort of moderation set 
over them.” 

3. Now when the Jews had said this, Nicolaus 
vindicated the kings from those accusations, and 
said, “That, as for Herod, since he had never 
been thus accused all the time of his life,f it was 
not fit for those that might have accused him of 
lesser crimes than those now mentioned, and 
might have procured him to be punished during 

* If any one compare that divine prediction concern- 
in*; the tyrannical power which Jewish kings would 
exercise over them, if they would he so foolish as to 
prefer it before their ancient theocracy or aristocracy, 

1 Pam. viii. ]—22, Antiq. h. viii. ch. iv. sort. 4, he will 
soon find thnt it was superabundantly fulfilled in the 
days of Herod, and that to such a degree, that the na¬ 
tion now at last seem sorely to repent of such their an¬ 
cient choice in opposition to food’s better choice for them, 
and had much rather bcsutijcct to even a Pagan Itomnn 
government, and their deputies, than to he any longer 
under the oppression of the family of Herod ; which re¬ 
quest of theirs Augustus did not now grant them; hut 
did it for the one half of that nation in a few years 
afterward, upon fresh complaints by the Jews made 
against Archelaus; who. under the mure humble name 
of cthnorch, which Augustus only would now allow 
him, soon took upon him the insolence and tyranny of 
his father king Ilcrod, ns the remaining part of this hook 
will inform us, and pnrtirnlarly ch. xiii.scct. 2. 

tThis is not true. Pee Antiq. I*, xiv. ch. ix. sect. 3, 4, 
and ch. xii. sect.2, and ch. xiil. seel. 1,2. Ant. h.xv.ch. 
iii. sect. 5, nnd ch. x.sect. 2.3. Ant. b. xvl.ch. ix.sect. 3. 

1 Since Josephus here informs us that A relic Ians hnd 
one hnlf of the kingdom of Ilcrod, and presently in¬ 
forms us farther, that Arrhelniis’s annua! income, after 
nn abatement of one quarter for the (urgent, was GOO 
talents, we may therefore gather pretty nearly what 
whs Herod the Great’s yearly income; 1 mean about 
1GU0 talents, which, at the known value of 3000 shekels 
to a talent, nnd about 2s. ]0d. to n shekel, In the days of 
Josephus, see the note on Antiq. h. iii. ch. vii. sect. 2, 
amounts to jCG 60,000 sterling per annum: which In¬ 
come, though grent in itself, henring no proportion to his 
vast expenses every where visible in Josephus, and to 
ihc vast sum** lie left behind him in his will, ch. viii. 


his lifetime, to bring an accusation against him 
now he is dead. He also attributed the actions 
of Archelaus to the Jews’ injuries to him, who 
affecting to govern contrary to the laws, and 
going about to kill those that would have hinder¬ 
ed them from acting unjustly, when they were by 
him punished for what they had done, made their 
complaints against him; so he accused them of 
their attempts for innovation, and of the pleasure 
they took in sedition, by reason of their not 
having learned to submit to justice, and to the 
laws, but still desiring to t>e superior in all 
things.” This was the substance of what Nico¬ 
laus said. 

4. When Cmsar had heard these pleadings, he 
dissolved the assembly; but a few days after¬ 
ward he appointed Archelaus, not indeed to be 
king of the whole country, but ethnareh of one 
halt of that which had been subject to Herod, 
and promised to give him the royal dignity here¬ 
after, if he governed his part virtuously. But a 9 
for the other half, he divided it into two part 9 , 
and gave it to two other of Herod’s sons, to 
Philip and to Antipas, that Antipas who disputed 
with Archelaus for the whole kingdom. Now, 
to him it was that Perea and Galilee paid their 
tribute, which amounted annually to two hundred 
talents,| while Batanea, with Trachonitis, as well 
as Auranitis, with a certain part of what was 
called the house of Zenodorus,|| paid the tribute 
of one hundred talents to Philip; but Idumea, 
and Judea, and the country of Samaria, paid 
tribute to Archelaus, but had now a fourth part 
of that tribute taken off by the order of Caesar, 
who decreed them that mitigation, because they 
did not join in this revolt with the rest of the 
multitude. There were also certain of the cities 
which paid tribute to Archelaus, Strato’s Tower, 
and Sebaste, with Joppa and Jerusalem; for as 
to Gaza, and Gadara, and Hippos, they were 
Grecian cities, which Caesar separated from his 
government, and added them to the province of 
Syria. Now the tribute-money that came to Ar- 
cnelaus every year from his own dominions, 
amounted to six hundred talents. 

5. And so much came to Herod’s sons from 
their father’s inheritance. But Salome, besides 
what her brother left her by his testament, which 
were Jamnia, and Ashdod, and Phasaelis. and 
five hundred thousand [drachmae] of coined sil¬ 
ver, Caesar made her a present of a royal habita- 

sect. 1, nnd ch. xii. sect. I, the rest must hnve arisen ci¬ 
ther from his confiscation of those great men's estates 
whojn he put to death, or made to pay a fine for the 
saving of their lives, or from some other heavy methods 
of oppression which such savage tyrants usually exer¬ 
cise upon their miserable subjects; or rather from these 
several methods put together, all which yet seem very 
much too small for his expenses, bring drawn from no 
larger a nation thnn that of the Jews, which was very 
populous, hut without the advantage of trade to bring 
them riches; so that 1 cannot hut strongly suspect that 
no small part of this his wealth arose from another 
source: I mean from some vast sums he took out of 
David’s sepulchre, but concealed from the people. See 
the note on Antiq. b. vii. ch. xv.sert.3. 

|| Take here a very useful note of Grotius, on Luke, 
ch. iii. vcr. 1, herequoted by Dr. Hudson ; “When Jose¬ 
phus says, that some part of the house [or possession] 
of Zcnodorus (i. c. Abilene.) was allotted to I’bilip, he 
thereby declares that the larger part of it belonged to an¬ 
other; this other was Lysatiias, whom Luke mentions, 
of the posterity of that Lysanias who was possessed of 
the same country called Abilene, from the city Alula, and 
by others Chalcidene, from the city Clmlris, when the 
government of the east was under Antonins, and this lif¬ 
ter I’tolcmy, the son of Mennius, from which Lysanias, 
this country came to he commonly called the Country 
of Lysanias : nnd ns, after the death ofthe former Lvsa- 
niaH,it was called the tet.rarehy of Zcnodorus, so, after 
the death of Zcnodorus,or when the lime for which he 
hired i! was ended, when another Lysanias, of the same 
name with the former, was possessed of the same coun 
try, it began to be called again the tetrarchy of Lysa¬ 
nias." However, since Josephus elsewhere, Antiq. xx. 
ch. vii. sect. 1, clearly distinguishes Ahilenefrom Chal 
cidcuc, Urotius must be here so far mistaken. 
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lion at Askelon; in all her revenues amounted to 
sixty talents by the year, aud her dwelling- 
house was withio Archelaus’s government. The 
rest also of the king’s relations received what 
his testament allotted them. Moreover, Caesar 
made a present to each of Herod’s two virgin 
daughters, besides what their father left them, 
of two hundred and fifty thousand [drachmae] of 
silver, and married them to Pheroras’s sons; he 
also graoted all that was bequeathed to himself 
to the king’s sons, which was one thousand five 
hundred talents, excepting a few of the vessels, 
which he reserved for himself; and they were 
acceptable to him, not so much for the great 
value they were of, as because they were memo¬ 
rials of the king to him. 

CHAP. XII. 

Concerning a spurious Alexander. 

$ 1. WHEN these affairs had been thus settled 
by Caesar, a certain young rnan, by birth a Jew, 
but brought up by a Roman freed-man in the 
city of Sioon, ingrafted himself into the kindred 
of Herod, by the resemblance of his countenance, 
which those that saw him attested to be that of 
Alexander the son of Herod, whom he had slain; 
and this was an incitement to him to endeavor 
to obtain the government, so he took to him, as 
an assistant, a man of his own country, (one that 
was well acquainted with the affairs of the 
palace, but on other accounts an ill man, and one 
whose nature made him capable of causing great 
disturbances to the public, and one that became 
a teacher of such a mischievous contrivance to 
the other,) and declared himself to be Alexander 
the son of Herod, but stolen away by oae of 
those that were sent to slay him, who, in reality, 
slew other men in order to deceive the specta¬ 
tors, but saved both him and his brother Aris- 
tobulus. Thus was this man elated, and able to 
'impose on those that came to him; and when he 
was come to Crete, he made all the Jews that 
came to discourse with him believe him [to be 
Alexander.] And when he had gotten much 
money which had been presented to him there, 
he passed over to Melos, where he got much 
more money than he had before, out of the belief 
they had that he was of the royal family, and 
their hopes that he would recover his father’s 
principality, and reward his benefactors: so he 
made haste to Rome, and was conducted thither 
by those strangers who entertained him. He was 
also so fortunate, as, upon his landing at Dicear- 
chia, to bring the Jews that were there into the 
same delusion; and not only other people, but 
also all those that had been great with Herod, or 
had a kindness for him, joined themselves to this 
man as to their king. The cause of it was this, 
that men were glad of his pretences, which were 
seconded by the likeness of his countenance, 
which made those that had been acquainted with 
Alexander strongly to believe that he was no 
other but the very same person, which they also 
confirmed to others by oath; insomuch that when 
the report went about him that he was coming 
to Rome, the whole multitude of the Jews that 
were there went out to meet him, ascribing it to 
Divine Providence that he had so unexpectedly 
escaped, and being verv joyful on account of his 
motner’s family. And when he was come, he 
was carried in a royal litter through the streets, 
and all the ornaments about him were such as 
kings are adorned withal; and this was at the 
expense of those that entertained him. The 
multitude also docked about him greatly, and 
made mighty acclamations to him, and nothing 
was omitted which could be thought suitable to 
such as had been so unexpectedly preserved. 

2. When this thing was told Caesar he did not 
believe it, because Hero.l was not so easily to be 

* Spanheim seasonably observes here, that it was for¬ 
bidden the Jew's to marry their brother’s wife, when 


imposed upon in such affairs as were of great 
concern to him; yet, having some suspicion it 
might be so, he sent one Celadus, a freed-mao of 
his, and one that had conversed with the joung 
men themselves, and bade him bring Alexander 
into his presence; so he brought him, being no 
more accurate in judging about him than the rest 
of the multitude. Yet did he not deceive Caesar; 
for although there was a resemblance between 
him and Alexander, yet was it not so exact as to 
impose on such as were prudent in discerning; 
for this spurious Alexander had his hands rough 
by the labors he had been put to, an'd instead 
of that softness of body which the other had, and 
this as derived from his delicate and generous 
education, this man. for the contrary reason, had 
a rugged body. When, therefore, Csesar saw 
how the master and the scholar agreed in this 
lying story, and in a bold way of talking, he in¬ 
quired about Aristobulus, and asked what be¬ 
came of him, who, it seems, was stolen away to¬ 
gether with him, and for what reason it was that 
he did not come along with him, and endeavor 
to recover that dominion which was due to his 
high birth also? And when he said, that “he 
had been left in the isle of Crete, for fear of the 
dangers of the sea, that, in case any accident 
should come to himself, the posterity of Mariam- 
ne might not utterly perish, but that Aristobulus 
might survive, and punish those that laid such 
treacherous designs agaiqst them.” And when 
he persevered in his affirmations, and the author 
of the imposture agreed in supporting it, Caesar 
took the young man by himself, aad said to him, 
“If thou wilt not impose upon me, thou shalt 
have this for thy reward, that thou shalt escape 
with thy life; tell me, then, who thou art, and 
who it was that had boldness enough to contrive 
such a cheat as this; for this contrivance is too 
considerable a piece of villany to be undertaken 
by one of thy age.” Accordingly, because he had 
no other way to take, he told Ciesar the contri¬ 
vance, and after what manner, and by whom, it 
was laid together. So Caesar, upon observing the 
spurious Alexander to be a strong active man, 
and fit to work with his hands, that he might 
not break his promise to him, put him amoog 
those that were to row among the mariners; but 
slew him that induced him to do what he had 
done; for as for the people of Melos, he thought 
them sufficiently punished, in having thrown 
away so much of tneir money upon this spurious 
Alexander. And such was the ignominious con¬ 
clusion of this bold contrivance about the spuri¬ 
ous Alexander. 

CHAP. XIII. 

How Archelaus, upon a second Accusation , was 
banished to Vienna. 

5 I. When Archelaus was entered ou his eth- 
narchy, and was come into Judea, he accused 
Joazer, the son of Boethus, of assisting the se¬ 
ditious, and took away the high priesthood from 
him, and put Eleazar his brother in his place. 
He also magnificently rebuilt the royal palace 
that had been at Jericho, and he diverted halt 
the water with which the village of Neara used 
to be watered, and drew off that water into the 
plain, to water those palm-trees which he had 
there planted: he also built a village, and put his 
own name upon it, and called it Arcnelau* 
Moreover, he transgressed the law of our fb 
thers,* and married Glaphyra, the daugnter of 
Archelaus, who had been the wife of his brother 
Alexander, which Alexander had three children 
by her, while it was a thing detestable among 
the Jews, to marry the brother’s wife; nor did 
this Eleazar abide long in the high priesthoods 
Jesus, the son of Sie, being put in his room while 
he was still living. 

she had children by her first husband, and that Zenoras 
[cites or] interprets the clause bcfoie us accordingly. 
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2 . But in the tenth year of Arclielaus’s govern¬ 
ment, both his brethren and the principal men of 
Judea aud Samaria, not being able to bear his 
barburous and tyrannical usage of them, accused 
him before Caesar, and that especially because 
they knew he had broken the commands of Ct«- 
sar,* which obliged him to behave himself with 
moderation among them. Whereupon, Cfesar, 
when he heard it, was very angry, and called for 
Archclaus’s steward, who took care of his affairs 
at Koine, and whose name was Archelaus also, 
and thinking it beneath him to wiite to Airhe- 
laus, he fiade him sail away as soon as possible, 
and bring him to Rome: so the man made haste 
in his vo) age, and when he came into Judea he 
found Archtlaus feasting with his fritiids; so 
he tuld him what Caesar had sent him about, and 
hastened him away. And when he was come [to 
Homo,] C;esar, upon hearing what certain accu¬ 
sers ol his had to say, and what reply he could 
make, both banished him, and appointed Vienna, 
a city of Caul, to be the place of his habitation, 
and took his money away from him. 

3. Now, before Archelaus was gone, up to 
Rome upon this message, he related this dream 
to his friends, that “he saw ears of corn, in num¬ 
ber ten, full of wheat, perfectly ripe, which ears, 
as it seemed to him, were devoured by oxen.” 
And when he was awake and gotten up, because 
the vision appeared to be of great importance to 
him. he sent for the diviners, whose study was 
employed about dreams. And while some were 
of one opinion, and some of another, (for all their 
interpretations did not agree,) Simon, a man of 
the sect of th? Essenes, desired leave to speak 
his mind freely, and said, “that the vision de¬ 
noted a change in the affairs of Archelaus, and 
that not for the better; that oxen, because 
that animal takes uneasy pains in his labors, 
denoted afflictions, and indeed denoted further, a 
change of affairs; because that land which is 
ploughed by oxen cannot remain in ils former 
stale; and (hat the ears of corn being ten, deter¬ 
mined the like number of years, because an ear 
of corn grows in one year; aud that the time of 
Archelaus’s government was over.” And thus did 
this man expound the dream. Now, on the fifth 
day after this dream came first to Archt laus, the 
other Archelaus, that was sent to Judea by Ciesar 
to call him away, came hither also. 


4. The like accident befell Glaphyra his wife 
who was the daughter of king Archelaus, who, 
as I said before, tvas married, while she w'as a 
virgin, to Alexander the son of H< rod, and bro- 
tin r of Archelaus; but since it fell out so that 
Alexander was slain by his father, she was mar¬ 
ried to Juba, the king of Lydia, and when he was 
dead, and she lived in widowhood in Cappadocia 
with her father, Archelaus divorced his former 
wife Mariamne, and married her, so great w'as 
his affection for this Glaphyra; who, during her 
marriage to him. sow fhe following dream. She 
thought “she saw Alexander standing by her, 
at whirl) she rejoiced, and embraced him with 
great affection; but that he complained of her, 
and said, O Glaphyra! thou provest that saying 
to be true, w hich assures us that women are not 
to be trusted. Didst thou not pledge thy faith to 
me? and wast thou not married to me when thou 
wast a virgin? and had we not children between 
us? Yet hast thou forgotten the affection I bore 
to thee, out of the desire of a second husband- 
Nor hast thou been satisfied with that injury thou 
didst me, but thou hast been so bold as to pro¬ 
cure thee a third husband to lie by thee, and in 
an indecent and imprudent manner hast entered 
into my house, and hast been married to Arche¬ 
laus, thy husband, and my brother. However, I 
will not forget thy former kind affection for me, 
buf will set thee free from every such reproach¬ 
ful action, and cause thee to be mine again, ns 
thou once wast.” When she had related this to 
her female companions, in a few days’ time she 
departed this life. 

5. Now, I do not think these histories improper 
for the present discourse, both because my dis¬ 
course now is concerning kings; and otherwise 
also on account of the advantage hence to be 
drawn, as well as for the confirmation of the im¬ 
mortality of the soul, as of the providence of 
God over human affairs, I thought them fit to be 
set dow'ii: but if any one does not believe such 
relations, let him indeed enjoy his own opinion 
but let him not hinder another, that w’ould 
thereby encourage himsdf in virtue. So Arche- 
lans’s country was laid to the province of Syria; 
and Cyrenius, one that had been consul, w r as3ent 
by Cajsar to take account of the peonle’s effects 
in Syria, and to sell the house of Arcfitlaus. 
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chap. i. 

How Cyrenius was sent by Ctrsar to make a Tax¬ 
ation if Syria and Judea; and how Coponius 
was sent to be Procurator ef Judea: concerning- 
Judas of Galilee , and concerning the Sects that 
were among the Jews. 

( 1. Now Cyrenius, a Romnn senator, and cne 
who had gone through other magistracies, and 
had passed through them till lie had been Con¬ 
sul, mid one who, on oilier accounts, was of 
great dignity, came a* this time into Syria, with 
a few others, being sent by Ctesar to be n judge 
of that nation, and to take an account of tin ir 

* Pinre St. Luke onre, Arts v. Ti? f and Josephus four 
■ever«I limes, once I ere, sen. G,; and h. x\. rh. v. sect. 
2, Oft* e \Vnr,b. ii.eh. vni. seel t. mid cli. xvii. sort, tf: 
calls tl is Judas, who was the pestilent null or of that 
■editions dort rine nnd temper which brought the Jewish 
nation to niter destruction, a (Inlitran ; but here, sect. 
], Joscp' us rails him n (/autouifr, of t e city Ganinln ; 
it is n great question where this Judas was l*ora. whe¬ 
ther in Galilee, on the west side, or in Ceulnriitis, on 
the enst side of the river Jordan; while in tl e place just 
now cited out of the Antiquities, t. xx. rh. v. sect. 2,1 e 
in not only called a Galilean, hut it is added to his story, 


substance: Coponius also, a man of the eques¬ 
trian order, was sent together with him, to nave 
the supreme power over the Jews. Moreover, 
Cyrenius came himself into Judea, which was 
now added to the province of Syria, to take an 
account of their substance, and to dispose of Ar- 
cln laus’s inoiny: but the Jtws, although at the 
beginning they tuok the report of a taxation 
heinously, yet did they leave off any further op¬ 
position to it, by the persuasion ot* Joazer, who 
was the son of Bocthus, and high priest; so they 
being over persuaded bv Joazer’s words, gnvc 
an account of their Cstutis without any dispute 
about it. Yet was there one Judas,* a Gaulonile, 

as I have signified in the bools that go before these, a« 
if he had s'ill called him a it a HI can in those Antiquities 
before, us well ns in that particular place, ns Dean Aid- 
rich ol serves, On the War. b. ii. eh. viii. sect. J. Nor 
can one well imagine why I e should l ere call him a 
(iauloni'r, when in the f»th section fo'lowing here, aa 
well r.s twice Of He War, he still rails him a Galilean. 
As for the city ofGnmnla, whence this Judns was de¬ 
rived, it determines nothin", since there were two of 
tint luiuir, tl cone in Gnulomtis, the other in Galilee. 
Sec Reland on the city or town of that name. 
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of a city whose name was Gatnala, who taking 
with him Saddouk,* a Pharisee, became zealous 
to draw them to a revolt, who both said, that this 
taxation was no better than an introduction to 
slavery, and exhorted the nation to assert their 
liberty, as if they could procure them happiness 
and security for what they possessed, and assu¬ 
red enjoyment of a still greater good, which was 
that of the honor and glory they would thereby 
acquire for magnanimity. ’They also said, that 
God would not otherwise be assisting to them, 
than upon their joining with one another in such 
counsels as might be successful, and for their 
own advantage; and this especially, if they 
would set about great exploits, and not grow 
weary in executing the same: so men received 
what they said with pleasure, and this bold at¬ 
tempt proceeded to a great height. All sorts of 
misfortunes also sprang from these men, and the 
nation was infected with this doctrine to an in¬ 
credible degree: one violent war came upon us 
after another, and we lost our friends who used 
to alleviate our pains; there were also very- 
great robberies and murders of our principal 
men. This was done in pretence indeed for the 
public welfare, but in reality from the hopes of 
gain to themselves: yvhence arose seditions, and 
from them murders of men, which sometimes 
fell on those of theirown people, (by the madness 
of these men towards one another, while their 
desire was that none of the adverse party might 
be left,) and sometimes on their enemies; a fa¬ 
mine also coming upon us, reduced us to the last 
degree of despair, as did also the taking and de¬ 
molishing of cities; uay, the sedition at last in¬ 
creased so high, that the very temple of God 
was burnt down by their enemies’ fire. Such 
were the consequences of this, that the customs 
of our fathers were altered, and such a change 
was made, as added a mighty weight toward 
bringing all to destruction, which these men oc¬ 
casioned by their thus conspiring together; for 
Judas and Saddouk,f who excited a fourth phi¬ 
losophic sect among us, and had a great many 
followers therein, filled our civil government 
with tumults at present, and laid the foundations 
of our future miseries by this system ol philoso¬ 
phy, which we were before unacquainted withal, 
concerning which we will discourse a little, and 
this the rather, because the infection which 
spread thence among the younger sort, who were 
zealous for it, brought the public to destruction. 

2 . The Jews had for a great while had three 
sects of philosophy peculiar to themselves, the 
sect of the Essenes,and the sect of tile Sadducees, 
and the third sort of opinions was that of those 
called Pharisees; of which sects, although I have 
already spoken in the second book of the Jewish 
war, yet will 1 a little touch upon them now. 

3. JVovv, for the Pharisees, they live meanly, 
and despise delicacies in diet, and they folluw 
the conduct of reason; and what that prescribes 
to them as good for them, they do; and they 
think they ought earnestly to strive to observe 
reason’s dictates for practice. They also pay u 
respect to such as are in years; nor are they so 
bold as to contradict them in any thing which 
they have introduced; and when they determine 
that all things are done by fate, they do not take 

* It seems not very improbnhle to me, that this Sad* 
due, t he Pharisee, was the very same man of whom the 
Rabbins speak, as the unhappy hut umlesianiiu: occa¬ 
sion of the impiety or infidelity of the Sadducees; nor 
perhaps had the men this name of Sadducees till this 
very time, thon<:h they were a distinct sect Ion" before. 
See the note on b. xiiii ch. x. sect. 5; and Dean Pri- 
deaux, as there quoted ; nor do we, that [ know of, find 
the least footsteps of such impiety or infidelity of these 
Sadducees Lcfore this time, the Recognitions* assuring 
us that they be^an about the days of John the Baptist, 
b. i. ch. liv. 

| ^ee the preceding note. 

1 It seems by what Josephus says here, and Philo 
himself elsewhere, Op. p. 676, that these Essenes did 
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away the freedom from men of acting as they 
think fit; since their notion is, that it hath pleased 
God to make a temperament, whereby wnat he 
wills is done, but so that tl.a will of man can act 
virtuously or viciously. They also believe, that 
souls have an immortal vigor in them, an l that 
under the earth there will be rewards or punish¬ 
ments, according as they have lived virtuously or 
viciously in this life; and the latter are to be de¬ 
tained in an everlasting prisou, but that the for¬ 
mer shall have power to revive and live again; 
on account of which doctrines, they are able 
greatly to persuade the body of the people, and 
whatsoever they do about divine worship, pray¬ 
ers, and sacrifices, they perform them according 
to their direction; insomuch that the cities give 
great attestations to them on account ol their 
entire virtuous conduct, both in the actions of 
their lives, and their discourses also. 

4. But the doctrine of the Sadducees is this, 
that souls die with the bodies; nor do they regard 
the observation of any thing besides nnat the 
law enjoins them; for they think it an instance 
of virtue to dispute with those teachers of phi¬ 
losophy whom they frequent; but this doctrine 
is received but by a few, yet by those still of the 
greatest dignity. But they are able to do almost 
nothing of themselves; for when they become 
magistrates, as they are unwillingly and by force 
sometimes obliged to be, they addict themselves 
to the notions of the Pharisees, because the mul¬ 
titude would not otherwise bear them. 

5. The doctrine of the Essenes is this, that all 
things are best ascribed to God. The) teach 
the immortality of souls, and esteem that the 
rewards of righteousness are to be earnestly 
striven for; and when they send what they have 
dedicated to God into the temple, they uo not 
oiler sacrifices, because they have more pure 
lustrations of their owu ;J. on which account they 
•are excluded from the common court of the tem¬ 
ple, but oiler their sacrifices themselves; yet is 
their course of life better than that of other men; 
and they entirely addict themselves to husbandry. 
It also deserves our admiration, how much they 
exceed all other men that addict themselves to 
virtue, and this in righteousness: and indeed to 
such a degree, that as it hath never appeared 
among any other men, neither Greeks nor barba¬ 
rians, no, not fur a little time, so hath it endured 
fur a long while among them. This is demon¬ 
strated by that institution of theirs, which will 
not sutler any thing to hinder them from having 
all things in common; so that a rich man enjoys 
no more of his own wealth than he who hath 
nothing at all. There are about four thousand 
men that live in this wav; and neither marry 
wives, nor arc desirous to keep servants; as 
thinking the latter tempts men to be unjust, and 
the former gives the handle to domestic quarrels, 
but as they live by themselves, they minister one 
to another. They also appoint certain stewards 
to receive the incomes of their revenues, and of 
the fruits of the ground; such as are good men 
and priests; who are to get their corn and their 
food ready for them. They none of them differ 
from others of the Essenes in their way of living, 
but do the most resemble those l)nc<e, who are 
called Polist;e,|| [dwellers in cities.] 

not use to so up to the Jewish festivals at Jerusalem, or 
to oiler sacrifices there, which may he one "real occa¬ 
sion why they are never mentioned in the ordinary 
hooks of the New Testament; tlunuli in ice \postoli- 
eal Constitutions they are mentioned as those t: ; ;;i ob¬ 
serve the customs of their forefathers, and that with¬ 
out any such ill character laid upon them as is tl ve laid 
upon the other sects anions that people. 

|| Who these It:*.<r'x« in Josephus, or nSttn- 

bo, union" the l’ytha"orie llacn* were, it is not easy to 
determine. Scaliser odors no improbable conjecture, 
that some of these Dane lived alone like monks, In 
tents or eaves; but that others of them lived together in 
buil‘ cities, and thence were called by such names as 
implied the same. 
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6. Hut of the fourth sect of Jewish philoso¬ 
phy, Judas the Galilean was the author. These 
men agree in all other things with the Pharisaic 
n/'c is; but they have an inviolable attachment 
to liberty, and say, that God is to be their only 
Ruler and Lord. They also do not value dying 
any kinds of death, nor indeed do they heed the 
deaths of their relations and friends, nor can any 
such fear make them call any man lord. And 
since this immoveable resolution of theirs is well 
known to a great many, 1 shall speak no farther 
about that matter; nor am I afraid that any thing 
I have said of them should be disbelieved, but 
rather fear that what 1 have said is beneath the 
resolution they’ show when they undergo pain. 
And it was in Gessius Florus’s lime that the na¬ 
tion began to grow mad with this distemper, 
who was our procurator, and who occasioned the 
Jews to go wild with it by the abuse of his autho¬ 
rity, and to make them revolt from the Romans. 
And these are the sects of Jewish philosophy. 

CHAP. II. 

How Herod and Philip built several Cities in 
Honor of Caesar. Concerning the Succession 
of Priests and Procurators; as also what be¬ 
fell Phraates and the Parthians. 

$ 1. Whkn Cyrenius had now disposed of 
Archclaus’s money, and when the taxings were 
come to a conclusion, which were made in the 
thirty-seventh of Ciesar’s victory’ over Antony 
at Actium, he deprived Joazer of the high priest¬ 
hood, which dignity had been conferred on him 
by the multitude, and lie appointed Ananus, the 
son of Seth, to be high priest; while Herod and 
Philip had each of them received their own 
tetrarchy,and settled the affairs thereof. Herod 
also built a wall about Sepphoris, (which is the 
security of all Galilee,) and made it the nietro- 

I iolisof the country. He also built a wall round 
letharamnhlha, which was itself a city also, and 
called it Julias, from the name of the emperor’s 
wife. When Philip also had built Paneas, a city 
at the fountains of Jordan, he named it Cassarea. 
He also advanced the village Bethsaida, situate 
at the lake of Gennesareth, unto the dignity of a 
city, both by the number of inhabitants it con¬ 
tained, and its other grandeur, and called it by 
the name of Julias, the same name with Caesar’s 
daughter. 

2. As Coponius, who we told you was sent along 
with Cyrenius, was exercising his office of pro¬ 
curator, and governing Judea, the following ac¬ 
cidents happened. As the Jews were cele brating 
the feast of unleavened bread, which we call the 
Passover, it was customary for the priests to 
open the temple gates just after midnight. Whi n, 
therefore, those gates were first opened, some of 
the Samaritans came privately into Jerusalem, 
and threw about the dead men’s bodies in the 
cloisters; on which account the Jews afterward 
excluded them out of the temple, which they 
had uot used to do at such festivals; and on other 
accounts also they watched tin; temple more 
carefully than they had formerly done. A little 
after which accident. Coponius returned to Home, 
and Marcus Ambivius came to be his successor 
in that government; under whom Sal vine, tiie 
sister of king llerod, died, and left to Julia [Cie- 
xar’s wife,] Jamnia, all its toparchy, arid Pha- 
*aelis in the plain, and Archelais where is a 
great plantation of palm-tree*., and their fruit is 
excellent in its kind. Aft«r him came Annins 
Rufus, under whom died GVsar, the second em¬ 
peror of the Romans, the duration of whose 
reign was fifty-seven years, besides six months 


and two days, (of which time Antonius ruled to¬ 
gether with him fourteen years; but the duration 
of his life was seventy-seven years:) upon whose 
death Tiberius Nero, his wife Julia’s son, suc¬ 
ceeded. He was now the third emperor; and 
lie sent Valerius Gratus to be procurator of 
Judea, and to succeed Annius Rufus. This man 
deprived Ananus of the high priesthood, and 
appointed Ishmael, the son of Phabi, to be high 
priest. He also deprived him in a little time, and 
ordained Eleuzar, the son of Ananus, who had 
been high priest before, to be high priest; which 
office, when he had held it for a jear, Gratus de¬ 
prived him of, and gave the high priesthood to 
Simon, the son of Camithus, and when he had 
possessed that dignity no longer than a year, Jo¬ 
seph Caiaphus was made his successor. When 
Gratus had done these things, he went back to 
Rome, after he had tarried in Judea eleven years, 
when Pontius Pilate came as his successor. 

3. And now Herod the tetrarch, who was in 
great favor with Tiberius, built a city of the 
same name with him and called it Tiberias. He 
built it in the best part of Galilee, at the lake 
of Gennesareth. There are warm baths at a 
little distance from it, in a village named Km- 
maus. Strangers came, and inhabited this city; 
a great number of the inhabitants were Galileans 
also; und many were necessitated by Herod to 
come thither out of the country belonging to 
him, and were by force compelled to be its in¬ 
habitants; some of them were persons of condi¬ 
tion. lie also admitted poor people, such as 
those that were collected from all parts, to dwell 
in it. Nay, some of them were not quite free¬ 
men, and these he was a benefactor to, and made 
them free in great numbers; but obliged them 
not to forsake the city, by building them very 
good houses at his own expense, and by giving 
them land also; for he was sensible, that to make 
this place a habitation was to transgress the an¬ 
cient Jewish laws, because many sepulchres were, 
to be here taken away, in order to make room for 
the city Tiberias;* whereas our laws pronounce 
that such inhabitants are unclean for seven riays.f 

4. About this time died Phraates, the king of 
the Parthians, by the treachery of Phraataces 
his son, upon the occasion following: W hen 
Phraates had had legitimate sons of his own. he 
had also an Italian maid-servant, whose name 
was Thermusa, who had been formerly sent to 
him by Julius Caesar, among other presents. He 
lir.-t made her his concubine, but, lie being a 
great admirer of her beauty, in process of time 
having a son by her, whose name was Phr iata- 
ces, he made her his legitimate wife, and had a 
great respect for her. Now, she was able tv per¬ 
suade him to do any thing that she said, and was 
earnest in procuring the government of Port hi a 
for her sou; but still she saw that her endeavors 
would not succe ed, unless she could contrive how 
to remove Phraates’* legitimate sous [out of the 
kingdom;] so she persuaded him to send th se 
his soils as pledges of his fidelity to Rome; and 
they were Sent to Rome accordingly, because it 
was not easy for him to contra liet her commands. 
Now, while Phraataces was alone brought up in 
order to succeed in the government, lie thought 
it very tedious to expect that government bv his 
father’s donation as his successor;] he there¬ 
fore formed a treacherous design against his fa¬ 
ther, by his mother’s assistance, with whom, ns 
the report went, he had criminal conversation 
also. So he was hated lor both these vires, while 
his subjects esteemed this [wb’ktd] lore of his 
mother to be noway inferior to his parricide.; nd 
he ivas by them, in a sedition, expelled out of th« 


* We may here take notice, ns well ns in the parallel is. Hint after Hie Inrerc hi-tnry of Vjrotai* of Tinmnsni*, 
parts of ihe hooks Of the War, I*, ii. chap. ix. sert. t, including the life nf Herod, ami probably the succession 
that after the death of Herod the Ureal, and I lie sucres- J nml first actions of his sons, he had but few good histo- 
•ion of Arrhelaus, Josephus is very brief in his accounts lies of those limes before him. 
of Judea, till near his own time. 1 suppose the reason I f Numb. xix. tl—14. 
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country before be grew too great, and died. 
But, as the best sort of Parthians agreed to¬ 
gether, that it was impossible they should be 
governed without a king, while also it was their 
constant practice to choose one of the family 
of Arsaces, [nor did their law allow of any others; 
and they thought this kingdom had been suffi¬ 
ciently injured already by the marriage with 
an Italian concubine, and bv her issne,] they 
sent ambassadors, and called Orodes [to take the 
crown;] for the multitude would not otherwise 
have borne them; and though he were accused 
of very great cruelty, and was of an untractable 
temper, and prone to wrath, yet still he was one 
of the family of Arsaces. However, they made 
a conspiracy against him, and slew him, and that 
as some say, at a festival, and among their sacri¬ 
fices, (for it is the universal custom there to carry 
their swords with them:) but as the more gene¬ 
ral report is, they slew him when they had drawn 
him out a hunting. So they sent ambassadors to 
Rome, and desired they would send one of those 
that were there as pledges, to be their king. Ac¬ 
cordingly, Vonooes was preferred before the rest, 
and sent to them; (for he seemed capable of such 
great fortune, which two of the greatest king¬ 
doms under the sun now offered him. his own, 
and a foreign one.) However, the barbarians 
soon changed their minds, they being naturally 
of a mutable disposition, upon the supposal, that 
this man was not worth}* to be their governor; 
for they could not think of obeying the com¬ 
mands of one that had been a slave, (for so they 
called those that had been hostages,) nor could 
they bear the ignominy of that name; and this 
was the more intolerable, because then the Par¬ 
thians must have such a king set over them, not 
by right of war, but in time of peace. So they 
presently invited Artabanus, king of Media, to 
be their king, he being also of the race of Arsa¬ 
ces. Artabanus complied with the offer that was 
made him, and came to them with an army. So 
Vonones met him; and at first the multitude of 
the Parthians stood on his side, and he put his 
army in array; but Artabanus was beaten, and 
fled to the mountains of Media. Yet did he a 
little while after gather a great army together, 
and fought with V onones, and beat him; where¬ 
upon yonones fled away on horseback, with a 
few of his attendants about him, to Seleucia, 
[upon Tigris.] So when Artabanus had slain a 
great number, and this after he had gotten the 
victory, by reason of the very great dismay the 
barbarians were in, he retired to Ctesiphon with 
a great lumber of his people; and so he now reign¬ 
ed over the Parthians. But Vonones lied away to 
Armenia: and as soon as he came thither, he had an 
inclination to have the government of the country 
given him, and sent ambassadors to Rome [for that 
purpose.] But because Tiberius refused it him, 
and because he wanted courage, and because the 
Parthian king threatened him, and sent ambas¬ 
sadors to him to denounce war against him if he 
proceeded, and because he had no way to take 
to regain any other kingdom, (for the people of 
authority among the Armenians about Aiphates 
joined themselves to Artabanus,) he delivered up 
himself to Silanus. the president of Syria, who, 
out of regard to his education at Rome', kept him 

* This citation is now wanting. 

t These Jews, as they are here called, whoso blood 
Ptlaieshed oinhis occasion, may very well bn those 
very Galilean Jews whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices ; Luke xiii. 1,0; these tumults be¬ 
ing usually excited at some of the Jews’ great festivals, 
when they slew abundance of sacrifices, and the Gali¬ 
leans being commonly much more busy in such tumults 
than those of Judea and Jerusalem, as we learn from 
the history of Archelaus, Antiq. I>. xvii. ch. ix. sect. 3, 
and Mi. x. sect. 2, 9; though indeed Josephus's present 
copies say not one word of those eighteen upon tehorn 
the tower in Siloam fell, and slew (hem, which the 4th 
verse of the same 13th chapter of St. Luke informs us 
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in Syria, while Artabanus gave Armenia to Oro¬ 
des, one of his ow n sons. 

5. At this time died Antiochns, the king of 
Commagene; whereupon the multitude contend¬ 
ed with the nobility, ana both sent ambassadors 
[to Rome;] for the men of power were desirous 
that their lonn of government might be changed 
into that of a [Roman] province; as were the 
multitude desirous to be under kings, as their fa¬ 
thers had been. So the senate made a decree, 
that Germanicus should be sent to settle the 
affairs of the east, fortune hereby taking a pro¬ 
per opportunity for depriving him of his life; for 
when he had been in the east, and settled all 
affairs there, his life was taken away by the poi¬ 
son which Piso gave him, as hath been related 
elsewhere.* 

CHAP. III. 

A Sedition of the Jews against Pontius Pilate. 

Concerning Christ, and what befell Paulina 

and the Jews at Rome. 

$ 1. But now Pilate, the procurator of Judea, 
removed the army from Csesarea to Jerusalem, to 
take their uinter quarters there, in order to abo¬ 
lish the Jewish laws. So he introduced Caesar’s 
effigies, which were upon the ensigns, and brought 
them into the city; whereas our law forbids us 
the very making of images: on w T hich account 
the former procurators were wont to make tbeir 
entry into the city with such ensigns as had 
not those ornaments. Pilate was the first who 
brought those images to Jerusalem, and set them 
up there; which was done without the know¬ 
ledge of the people, because it was done in the 
night time; but as soon as they knew* it, they 
came in multitudes to Caesarea, and interceded 
with Pilate many days that he would remove the 
images; and when he would not grant their re¬ 
quests, because it would tend to the injury of 
Caesar, while vet they persevered in tneir re¬ 
quest, on the sixth day he ordered his soldiers to 
have their weapons privately, while he came and 
sat upon his judgment-seat, which place was so 
prepared in the open place of the city, that it con¬ 
cealed the army that lay ready to oppress them; 
and when the Jews petitioned him again, he gave a 
signal to the soldiers to encompass them round, 
and threatened that their punishments should be 
no less than immediate death, unless they would 
leave off disturbing him, and go their ways home. 
But they threw themselves upon the ground, and 
laid their necks bare, and said they would take 
their death very willingly rather than the wis¬ 
dom of their latvs should he transgressed; upon 
which Pilate was deeply affected with their firm 
resolution to keep their laws inviolahle, and pre¬ 
sently commanded the images to be carried back 
from Jerusalem to Cresnren. 

2. But Pilate undertook to bring a current of 
water to Jerusalem, and did it with the sacred 
nionev, and derived the origin of the stream from 
the distance of two hundred furlongs. However, 
the Jewsf were not pleased with what had been 
done about this water: and many ten thousands 
of the people got together and made a clamor 
against him, and insisted that he should leave off 
that design. Someofthem also used reproaches, 
and abused the man, as crowds of such people 

of. But since our gospel teaches us, Lukexxiii. 6, ?. that 
when Pilate heard of Galilee , he asked whether Jesus 
were a Galilean ? And as soon as he knew that he be¬ 
longed ta Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod 
And ver. 12. The same dap Pilate and Hercd were 
made friends together ; for before they had beeat en¬ 
mity between themselves. Take the very proha’2c key 
of this limiter in the words of the learned N'oldius, d< 
llerod. No. 240. “The cause of the enmity between 
Ilerod and Pilate (says lic> seems to have l*ecn this, t hat 
Pilate had intermeddled with the tetra roll's jurisdiction, 
i and had slain some of his Galilean subjects; Lut e xiii. 

1; and, as he was w illing to correct that error, he sent 
i Christ to Herod at this time.” 
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usually do. So he habited a great number of his 
soldiers in their habit, who carried daggers under 
their garments, and sent them to a place where 
they might surround them. So he bade the 
Jews himself go away; but they boldly casting 
reproaches upon him, he gave the solJiers that 
signal which had been beforehand agreed on; 
who laid upon them with much greater blows 
than I’ilale had commanded them, and equally 
punished those that were tumultuous, and those 
that were not; nor did they spare them in the 
least: and since the people were unarmed, and 
were caught by men prepared for what they 
were nbout, there were a great number of 
them slain by this means, and others ran away 
wounded. And thus an end was put to this se¬ 
dition. 

3. Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise 
man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was 
a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such 
men as receive the truth with pleasure. lie drew 
over to him both many of the Jews, and many of 
the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ. And when 
Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men 
amongst us, had condemned him to the cross,* 
those that loved him at the first did not forsake 
him; for he appeared to them alive again the third 
day,f as the divine prophets had foretold these 
and ten thousand other wonderful things con¬ 
cerning him. And the tribe of Christians, so 
maiued from him, are not extinct at this day. 

4. About the same time, also, another sad ca¬ 
lamity put the Jews into disorder, and certain 
shameful practices happened about the temple of 
Isis that was at Rome. I will now first take no¬ 
tice of the wicked attempt about the temple of 
Isis, and will then give an account of the Jewish 
affairs. There was at Rome a woman whose 
name was Paulina; one who, on account of the 
dignity of her ancestors, and by the regular con¬ 
duct of a virtuous life, had a great reputation: 
she was also very rich, and although she were of 
a beautiful countenance, and in that flower of 
her age wherein women are the most gay, yet 
did she lead a life of great modesty. She was 
married to Saturninus, one that was every way 
answerable to her in an excellent character. 
Deeius Mundus fill in love with this woman, who 
was a man very high in the equestrian order; 
and as she was of too great dignity to be caught 
by presents, and had already rejected them, 
though they had been sent in great abundance, 
he was still ninre inflamed with love to her, in¬ 
somuch that he promised to give her two hun¬ 
dred thousand Attic drachmae for one night’s 
lodging; and when this would not prevail upon 
her, and he was notable to bear this misfortune 
in his amours, he thought it the best way to fa¬ 
mish himself to death for want of food, on ac¬ 
count of Paulina’s sad refusal; and he determin¬ 
ed with himself to die after such a manner, and 
he went on with his purpose accordingly. Now. 
Mundus had a freed-woman, who had been 
made free by his father, whose name was Ide, 
one skilful in all sorts of mischief. This woman 
was very much grieved at the young man’s reso¬ 
lution to kill himself, (for he did not conceal his 
intentions to destroy himself from others,) and 
came to him, and encouraged him by her dis¬ 
course; and made him to hope, by some pro¬ 
mises she gave him, that he might obtain a 
night’s lodging with Paulina; and when he joy¬ 
fully hearkened to her entreaty, she said she 
wanted no more than fifty thousand drachma? for 
viie entrapping of the woman. So when she had 
• ncouraged the young man, and gotten as much 
money as she required, she did not take the 
same methods as had been taken before, because 
she perceived that the woman was by no means 
ro be tempted by money; but as she knew that 


she was very much given to the worship of the 
goddess Isis, she devised the following strata¬ 
gem: She went to some of Isis's priests, and 
upon the strongest assurances [of concealment,] 
she persuaded them by words, but chiefly by the 
offer of money, of twenty-five thousand drachma* 
in hand, and as much more when the thing had 
taken effect, and told them the passion of the 
young man,and persuaded them to use all means 
possible to beguile the woman. So they were 
drawn in to promise so to do, by that large sum 
of gold they were to have. Accordingly, the 
oldest of them went immediately to Paulina 
and, upon his admittance, he desired to speak 
with her, by herself. When that was granted 
him, he told her, that “he was sent by the god 
Anubis, who was fallen in love with her, and en¬ 
joined her to come to him.” Upon this she took 
the message very kindly, and valued herself 
greatly upon this condescension of Anubis, and 
told her husband, that she had a message sent 
her, and was to sup and lie with Anubis; 90 he 
agreed to her acceptance of the offer, as fully sa¬ 
tisfied with the chastity of his wife. Accordingly, 
she went to the temple, and after she had supped 
there, and it was tne hour to go to sleep, the 
riest shut the doors of the temple, when, in the 
oly part of it, the lights were also put out. 
Then did Mundus leap out, (for he was hidden 
therein,) and did not fail of enjoying her, who 
was at his service all the night long, as suppo¬ 
sing he was the god, and when he was gone 
away, which was before those priests who knew 
nothing of this stratagem were stirring, Paulina 
came earlv to her husband, and told him how the 
god Anubis had appeared to her: among her 
friends, also, she declared how great a value she 
put upon this favor, who partly disbelieved the 
thing, when they reflected on its nature, and 
partly were amazed at it, as having no pretence 
for not believing it, when they considered the 
modesty and the dignity of the person. But now, 
on the third day after what had been done, Mun¬ 
dus met Paulina, and said, “Nay, Paulina, thou 
hast saved me 200,000 drachma 1 , which sum thou 
mightest have added to thy own family; yet 
hast thou not failed to be at my service in the 
manner I invited thee. As for the reproaches 
thou hast laid upon Mundus, I value not the busi¬ 
ness of names; but I rejoice in the pleasure 1 
reaped by w hat I did, while I took to myself the 
name of Anubis.” When he had said this, he went 
his ivay. But now she began to come to the sense 
of the grossness of what she had done, and rent 
her garments, and told her husband of the horrid 
nature of this wicked contrivance, and prayed 
him not to neglect to assist her in this case. So 
he discovered the fact to the emperor; where¬ 
upon Tiberius inquired into the matter thorough¬ 
ly, by examining the priests about it, and ordered 
them to he crucified, ns well as Ide, who was the 
occasion of their perdition, and w ho had contrived 
the whole matter, which was so injurious to the 
woman. Me also demolished the temple of Isis, 
nnd gave order that her statue should be thrown 
into the river Tiber; while he only banished 
Mundus, hut did no more to him, because hesup- 
post?d that what crime lie had committed was 
done out of the passion of love. And these were 
the circumstances which concerned the temple 
of Isis, and the injuries occasioned by herpriesta. 
I now return to the relation of what happened 
about this time to the Jew's at Rome,as I former¬ 
ly told you I would. 

H. There was a man who was a Jew, but had 
been driven away from his own country by an 
accusation laid against him for transgressing 
their laws, and by the fear he was under of pu¬ 
nishment for the same; but in all respects a 
wicked man. He, then living at Rome, pro¬ 
fessed to instruct men in the wisdom of the law 
of Moses. lie procured also three other men en- 
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tirely of the same character with himself, to be 
his partners. These men persuaded Fulvia, a 
woman of great dignity, ana one that had em¬ 
braced the Jewish religion, to send purple and 
gold to the temple at Jerusalem, and when they 
had gotten them, they employed them for their 
own uses, and spent the money themselves, on 
which account it was that they at first required 
it of her. Whereupon Tiberius, who had been 
informed of the thing by Saturninus, the husband 
of Fulvia, who desired inquiry might be made 
about it, ordered all the Jews to be banished out 
of Rome, at which time the consuls listed 4000 
men out of them, and sent them to the island of 
Sardinia;* but punished a great number of them, 
who were unwilling to become soldiers, on ac¬ 
count of keeping the laws of their forefathers. 
Thus were these Jews banished out of the city 
by the wickedness of four men. 

CHAP. IV. 

How the Samaritans made a Tumult, and Pilate 

destroyed many of them: how Pilate was ac¬ 
cused , and what things were done by Vitellius 

relating to the Jews and the Parthians . 

} 1. But the nation of the Samaritans did not 
escape without tumults. The man who excited 
them to it, was one who thought lying a thing of 
little consequence, and who contrived every thing 
so that the multitude might be pleased: so he 
bade them to get together upon Mount Gerizzim, 
which is by them looked upon as the most holy 
of all mountains, and assured them, that when 
they were come thither, he wouid show them 
those sacred vessels which were laid under that 
place, because Mosesf put them there. So they 
came thither armed, and thought the discourse 
of the man probable; and as they abode at a 
certain village, which was called Tirathaba, they 
got the rest together to them, and desired to go 
up the mountain in a great multitude together: 
but Pilate prevented their going up, by seizing 
upon the roads with a great band of horsemen 
and footmen, who fell upon those that were 
gotten together in the village; and when it came 
to an action, some of them they slew, and others 
of them they put to flight, and took a great many 
alive, the principal of whom, and also the most 
otent of those that fled away, Pilate ordered to 
e slain. 

2. But when this tumult was appeased, the 
Samaritan senate sent an embassy to Vitellius, a 
man that had been consul, and who was now 
president of Syria, and accused Pilate of the 
murder of those that were killed, for that they 
did not go to Tirathaba in order to revolt from 
the Romans, but to escape the violence of Pilate. 
So Vitellius sent Marcellus, a friend of his, to 
take care of the affairs of Judea, and ordered 
Pilate to go to Rome, to answer before the em¬ 
peror to the accusations of the Jews. So Pilate, 
when he had tarried ten years in Judea, made 
haste to Rome, and this in obedience to the orders 

* Of the banishment of these 4000 Jews inlo Sardinia 
ty Tiberius, see Suetonius in Tiber, sect. 36. But as for 
Mr. Iceland’s note here, whichsnpposesthat Jcwsrould 
not, consistently wilhtheir laws, lie soldiers, it is con¬ 
tradicted by one branch of the history before us, and 
contrary to innumerable instnnresof their righting, and 
proving excellent soldiers in war; and indeed many of 
the best of them, and even under heathen kings tliem- 
sclves.did so,those l mean who allowed them their rest 
on the Sahbath-day, and other solemn festivals, and let 
them live according to their own laws, as Alexander 
the Great and the Ptolemies of Egypt did. It is true, 
tney could not always obtain those privileges, and then 
they got excused as well ns they could, or sometimes 
absolutely refused to fight, which seems to have been 
the ease here, as to the major part of lhe Jews now 
banished, but nothing more. See several of the Roman 
decrees in their favor as to such matters, l>. xiv. r.h. x. 

t Since Moses never came himself beyond Jordan, 
nor particularly to Mount Gerizzim, and since these Sa- 
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of Vitellius, which he durst not contradict; but 
before he could get to Rome. Tiberius was dead. 

3. But Vitellius came into Judea, and went up 
to Jerusalem: it was at the tune of that festival 
which is called the Passover. Vitellius was there 
magnificently received, and released the inha¬ 
bitants of Jerusalem from all the taxes upon the 
fruits that were bought and sold, and gave them 
leave to have the care of the high priest’s vest¬ 
ments, with all their ornaments, and to have 
them under the custody of the priests in the tem¬ 
ple, which power they used to have formerly, 
although at this time they were laid up in the 
tower of Antonia, the citadel so called, and that 
on the occasion following: There was one of the 
[high] priests, named Hyrcanus, and as there 
were many of that name, he was the first of them; 
this man built a tower near the temple, and when 
he had so done, he generally dwelt in it, and had 
these vestments with him; because it was lawful 
for him alone to put them on, and he had them there 
reposited when ne went down into the city, and 
took his ordinary garments; the same things were 
continued to be done by his sons, and by their 
sons after them. But when Herod came to be 
king, he rebuilt this tower, w hich was very conve¬ 
niently situated, in a magnificent manner; and 
because he was a friend to Antonius, he called it 
by the name of Antonia. And as he found these 
vestments lying there, he retained them in the 
same place, as believing that while he had them 
in his custody, the people would make no inno- 
vations against them. The like to what Herod 
did was done by his son Archelaus, who was 
made king after him; after whom the Romans, 
when they entered on the government, took pos¬ 
session ol these vestments of the high priest, and 
had them reposited in a stone chamber, under 
seal of the prints, and of the keepers of the 
temple, the captan of the guard lighting a lamp 
there every day; end seven days before a fes¬ 
tival they were deli\ered to them by the captain 
of the guard,] when vhe high priest having puri¬ 
fied them, and made upe of them, laid them up 
again in the same chamber where they had been 
laid up before, and this ti.e very next day after 
the feast was over. Thvs was the practice at 
the three yearly festivals, and on the fast day; 
but Vitellius put these garments into our own 
power, as in the days of our forefathers, and or¬ 
dered the captain of the guard not to trouble 
himself to inquire where they w’ere laid, or when 
they tvere to be used; and this he did as an act 
of kindness, to oblige the nation to him. Besides 
which, he also deprived Joseph, who was also 
called Caiaphas, of the high priesthood, and ap¬ 
pointed Jonathan, the son of A nanus, the former 
nigh priest, to succeed him. After which, he 
took his journey back to Antioch. 

4. Moreover, Tiberius sent a letter to Vitellius, 
and commanded him to make a league of friend¬ 
ship with Artabanus, the king ol Parthia; for, 
while he was his enemy, he terrified him, because 
he had taken Armenia away from him, lest he 

mnritans have n tradition among them related here by 
Dr. Hudson, from Iteland, who wns very skilful in 
Jewish and Samaritan Jcartiin<r. Hint in the days of 
Uzzi or Ozzi the hiuli priest, 1 Chron. vi. 6, the ark and 
other sacred vessels were, by God’s command, laid up 
or hidden in Mount Gerizzim, it is highly probable that 
this was the foolish foundation the present tsimnritj us 
went upon in the sedition here described, and that we 
should rend here instead of in the 

text of Josephus. 

JThis mention of the high priest’s sarred garments 
rereived seven days before a festival, nud purified in 
those days against a festival, ns having I con polluted, 
by being in tlie custody of heathens, in Josephus, agrees 
well with the traditions of the Talmudists, as Reland 
here observes. Nor is there any question but the three 
feasts here mentioned, were the 1’assover. Pemcrnst, 
and feast of Tabernncles • and the fast, so called, by way 
of distinction, as Acts xxvii. 9, was the grent day of 
expiation. 
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should proceed farther, and told him he should no 
otherwise trust him than upon his giving him hos¬ 
tages, and especially his son Artabanus. Upon 
Tiberius’s writing thus to Vitcllius, by the offer 
of great presents of money, he persuaded both 
the king of Iberia, and the king of Albania, to 
make no delay, but to fight against Artabanus; 
and although they would not do it themselves, 
yet did they give the Scythians a passage through 
their country, and opened the Caspian gates to 
them, and brought them upon Artabanus. So 
Armenia was again taken from the Parthian9, and 
the country of Parthia was tilled with war, and 
the principal of their men were slain, and all 
things were in disorder among them: the king’s 
son also himself fell in these wars, together with 
many ten thousands of his army. Vitellius had 
also sent such great sums of money to Artaba- 
nus’s father’s kinsmen and friends, that he had 
almost procured him to be slain by the means of 
those bribes which they had taken. And when 
Artabanus perceived that the plot laid against 
him was not to be avoided, because it was laid by 
the principal men, and those a great many in 
number, and that it would certainly take effect; 
when he had estimated the number of those that 
were truly faithful to him, as also of those who 
were already corrupted, but were deceitful in the 
kindness they professed to him, and were likely, 
upon trial, to go over to his enemies, he made his 
escape to the upper provinces, where he after¬ 
ward raised a great army out of the Dabae and 
Sacae, and fought with his enemies, and retained 
his principality. 

5. When Tiberius had heard of these things, 
he desired to have a league of friendship made 
between him and Artabanus; and when, upon 
this invitation, he received the proposal kindly, 
Artabanus and Vitellius went to Euphrates, and 
as a bridge was laid over the river, they each of 
them came with their guards about them, and 
met one another on the midst of the bridge. And 
when they had agreed upon the terms of peace, 
Herod the tetrarch erected a rich tent in the 
midst of the passage, and made them a feast 
there. Artabanus also, not long afterward, sent 
his son Darius as a hostage, with many presents, 
among which there was a man seven cubits tall, 
a Jew he was by birth, and his name was Elca- 
zar, who, for his tallness, was called a giant. 
After which Vitellius went to Antioch, and Arta¬ 
banus to Babylon; but Herod [the tetrarch] being 
desirous to g]ve Ca?sar the first information that 
they had obtained hostages, sent posts with let¬ 
ters, wherein he had accurately described all the 
particulars, and had left nothing for the consular 
Vitellius to inform him of. But when Vitellius’s 
letters were sent, and Caesar had let him know 
that he was acquainted with the affairs already, 
because Herod had given him an account of them 
before, Vitellius wus very much troubled at it; 
and supposing that he had been thereby a greater 
sufferer than he really was, he kept up a secret 
anger upon this occasion, till he could be re¬ 
venged on him, which was after Caius had taken 
the government. 

6. Abuut this time it was that Philip, Herod’s 
brother, departed this life, in the twentieth year 
of the reign of Tiberius,* nftcr he had been te¬ 
trarch of Trachonitis, and Gaulonitis, and of the 

* Tnis cumulation from ail Josephus’s Greek copies 
is exactly right; for since Herod died about September, 
in the 4ih year before the t'hrisiinn era, and Tiberius 
began, ns is well known, Aumisi 19. A. I). 14, it is evi¬ 
dent that the 37th yenr of Philip, reckoned from his fn- 
iher’s death, was the 20th of Tiberius, or near the and 
of A. D. 33, (tho very year of our Saviour’s death also, 
or, however, in the beginning of the next yenr, A. I). 
34.) This Philip the tetrarch seems to have been the 
beat of all the posterity of Herod, for his love of peace, 
and his love of justice. 

t An excellent example this. 

| This Herod seems to have had the additional name 
of Philip, as Antipaswas named Herod Antipas, and 


nation of the Bataneans also, thirty-seven years. 
He had showed himself a person of moderation 
and quietness in the conduct of his life and go¬ 
vernment; he constantly lived in that country 
which was subject to him;f he used to make hi? 
progress with a few chosen friends; his tribunal 
also, on which he sat in judgment, followed him 
in his progress; and when any one met him who 
wanted his assistance, he made no delay, but had 
his tribunal set down immediately, wheresoever 
he happened to be, and sat down upon it, and 
heard nis complaint: he there ordered the guilty 
that were convicted to be punished, and absolved 
those that had been accused unjustly. He died 
at Julias; and when he was carried to that monu¬ 
ment which he had already erected for himself 
beforehand, he was buried with great pomp. His 
rincipality Tiberius took, for he left no sons be- 
ind him, and added it to the province of Syria, 
but gave order that the tributes which arose 
from it should be collected, and laid up in his 
tetrarchy. 

CHAP. V. 

Herod , the Tetrarch t makes IVar with Atetas, the 
King of Arabia , and is beaten by him; as also 
concerning the Death of John the Baptist; how 
Vitellius went up to Jerusalem; together with 
some Account ofAgrippa , and of the Posterity 
of Herod the Great. 

5 1. About this time Aretas, the king of Ara¬ 
bia Petrea, and Herod, had a quarrel on the ac- 
count following: Herod, the tetrarch, had mar¬ 
ried the daughter of Aretas, and had lived with 
her a great while; but when he was once at 
Rome, he lodged with Herod, who was his bro¬ 
ther indeed, but not by the 6ame mother; for 
this Herodt was the son of the high priest Si¬ 
mon’s daughter. However, he fell in love with 
Herodias, this last Herod’s wife, who was the 
daughter of Aristobulus, their brother, and the 
sister of Agrippa the Great; this man ventured 
to talk to her about a marriage between them, 
which address when she admitted, an agreement 
was made for her to change her habitation, and 
come to him as soon as he should return from 
Rome: one article of this marriage also was 
this, that he should divorce Aretas’s daughter. 
So Antipas, when he had made this agreement, 
sailed to Rome; but when he had done there the 
business he went about, and was returned again, 
his wife, having discovered the agreement he 
had made with Herodias, and having learned it 
before he had notice of her knowledge of the 
whole design, she desired him to send her to 
Macherus, which is a place in the borders of the 
dominions of Aretas and Herod, without inform¬ 
ing him of any of her intentions. Accordingly 
Herod sent her thither, as thinking his wife had 
not perceived auy thing. Now’, she had sent a 
good while before to Macherus, who was subject 
to her father, and so all things necessary for her 
journey were made ready for her by the general 
of Aretas’s nrmv; and by that means she soon 
came into Arabia, under the conduct of the seve¬ 
ral generals, who earned her from one to an¬ 
other successively, and she soon came to her fa¬ 
ther, and told him of Herod’s intentions. So 
Aretas made this the first occasion of his enmity 
between him and Herod, who had also some 

as Antipas and Aotipater seem to be in a manner the va¬ 
ry same name, yet were the names of two sons of He¬ 
rod the Great; so might Philip the tetrarch and this Ilo- 
rod-Philip he two different sons of the same father, all 
whieh Grolins observes on Mutt. xiv. 3. Nor wns it, as 
I agree with Grotius and others of the learned, Philip 
tho tetrarch, hut this Herod-Philip, whose wife Herod 
the tetrarch had married, and that in her first hus¬ 
band's lifetime, and when her first husband had issue 
by her: for which adulterous and incestuous marriage, 
John the Baptist justly reproved llerod the ictrarcb. 
and for which reproof Salome, the daughter of Hero- 
dias, by her first husband llerod-Philip, who waa atiU 
alive, occasioned him to be unjustly beheaded. 
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quarrel witf him about iheir limits at the coun¬ 
try of Gapalitis. So they raised armies on both 
sides, an* prepared for war, and sent their gene¬ 
rals to J ght instead of themselves; and when 
they battle, all Herod’s army was de- 

st ,.Q^d by the treachery of some fugitives, who, 
jjjfjgh they were of the tetrarchy of Philip, join- 
e with Aretas’s army. So Herod wrote about 
uese affairs to Tiberius, who, being very angry 
at the attempt made by Aretas, wrote to Vitellius 
to make war upon him, and either to take him 
alive, and bring him to him in bonds, or to kill 
him, and send him his head. This was the charge 
that Tiberius gave to the president of Syria. 

2. Now, some of the Jews thought that the de¬ 
struction of Herod’s army came from God, and 
that very justly, as a punishment of what he did 
against John, that was called the Baptist, for 
Herod slew him, who was a good man, and com¬ 
manded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to 
righteousness towards one another, and piety 
towards God, and so to come to baptism; for 
that the washing [with water] would be accept¬ 
able to him, if they made use of it, not in order 
to the putting away [or the remission] of some 
sins [only,] but for the purification of the body; 
supposing still that the soul was thoroughly puri¬ 
fied beforehand by righteousness. i\ow, when 
[many] others came in crowds about him, for 
they were greatly moved [or pleased] by hearing 
his words, Herod, who feared lest the great in¬ 
fluence John had uver the people might nut it 
into his power and inclination to raise rebellion, 
(for they seemed to do any thing he should ad¬ 
vise,) thought it best, by putting him to death, to 

revent any mischief he might cause, and not 
ring himself into difficulties, by sparing a man 
who might make him repent of it when it should 
be too late. Accordingly, he was sent a prisoner, 
out of Herod’s suspicious temper, to Macherus, 
the castle I before mentioned, and was there put 
to death. Now, the Jews had an opinion that the 
destruction of this army was sent as a punish¬ 
ment upon Herod, and a mark of God’s displea¬ 
sure against him. 

3. So Vitellius prepared to make war with Are¬ 
tas having with him two legions of armed men: 
he also took with him all those of light armature, 
and of the horsemen which belonged to them, 
and were drawn out of those kingdoms which 
were under the Romans, and made haste for 
Petra, and came to Ptolemais. But as he was 
marching very busily, and leading his army 
through Judea, the principal men met him, and 
desired that he would not thus march through 
their land; for that the laws of their country 
would not permit them to overlook those images 
which were brought into it, of which there were 
a great many in their ensigns; so he was per¬ 
suaded bv what they said, and changed that reso¬ 
lution of his, which lie had before taken in this 
matter. Whereupon he ordered the army to 
march along the great plain, while he himself, 
with Herod the tetrarch, and his friends, went up 
to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices to God, an ancient 
festival of the jews then just approaching; and 
when he had been there, and been honorably 
entertained by the multitude of the Jews, lie 
made a stay there for three days, within which 
time he deprived Jonathan of the high priest¬ 
hood, and gave it to his brother Theophilus. But 
when on the fourth day letters came to him, 
which informed him of the death of Tiberius, he 
obliged the multitude to take an oath of fidelity 
to Caius; he also recalled his army, and made 
them every one go home, and take their winter- 
quarters there, since upon the devolution of the 
empire upon Caius, he had not the like authority 

* Whether this sudden extinction of almost the en¬ 
tire lineage of Herod the Great, which was very nume¬ 
rous, as we are l oth here and in the next section in¬ 
formed, was not in part as n punishment for the gross 
.‘ncests they were frequently guilty of, in marrving tlicir 
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of making this war which he had before. It waj 
also reported, that when Aretas heard of the 
coming of Vitellius to fight him, he said, upon 
his consulting the diviners, that it was impossi¬ 
ble that this army of Vitellius could enter Pe¬ 
tra; for that one of the rulers would die, either 
he that gave orders for the war, or he that was 
marching at the other’s desire, in order to be 
subservient to his will, or else he against whom 
this army is prepared. So Vitellius truly retired 
to Antioch; but Agrippa, the son of Aristobulus, 
went up to Rome, a yepr before the death of 
Tiberius, in order to treat of some affairs with 
the emperor, if he might be permitted so to do. 
I have now a mind to describe Herod and his 
family, how it fared with them, parth because it 
is suitable to this history to speak of that mat¬ 
ter, and partly because this thing is a demonstra¬ 
tion of the interposition of Providence, how a 
multitude of children is of no advantage, no more 
than any other strength that mankind set their 
hearts upon, besides those acts of piety which 
are done towards God; for it happened, that 
within the revolution of a hundred years, the 
posterity of Herod, who were a great many in 
number, were, excepting a few, utterly destroy¬ 
ed.* One may well apply this for the instruction 
of mankind, and learn thence how unhappy they 
were;-it will also show us the history of Agrippa, 
who, as he was a person most worthy of admira¬ 
tion, so was he from a private man, beyond all 
the expectation of those that knew him, advan¬ 
ced to great power and authority. I have said 
something of them formerly, but 1 shall now also 
speak accurately about them. 

4. Herod the Great had two daughters by Ma- 
riamne, the [grand] daughter of Hyrcanus; the 
one was Salampsio who was married to Phasa- 
elus, her first cousin, who was himself the son 
of Phasaelus, Herod’s brother, her father making 
the match; the other was Cypros, who was herself 
married also to her first cousin Antipater, the son 
of Salome, Herod’s sister. Phasaelus had five 
children by Salampsio, Antipater, Herod, and 
Alexander; and two daughters, Alexandra and 
Cypros; which last, Agrippa, the son of Aristo¬ 
bulus, married, and Tinnus of Cyprus married 
Alexandra; he was a man of note, but had by 
her no children. Agrippa had by Cvpros two 
sons, and three daughters, which daughters were 
named Bernice, Mariamne, and Drusilla;but the 
names of the sons were Agrippa and Drusus of 
whom, Drusus died before he came to the years 
of puberty; but their father, Agrippa, was brought 
up with his other brethren, Herod and Aristobu¬ 
lus, for these were also the sons of Herod the 
Great, by Bernice; but Bernice was the daughter 
of Costobarus and of Salome, who was Herod’s 
sister. Aristobulus left these infants, wheu he 
was slain by his father, together with his brother 
Alexander, as we have already related. But 
when they were arrived at years of puberty, 
this Herod, the brother of Agrippa, married 
Mariamne, the daughter of Olympias, who was 
the daughter of Herod the king, and of Joseph, 
the son of Joseph, who was brother to Herod the 
king, and had bv her a son, Aristobulus; but 
Aristobulus, the third brother of Agrippa, mar¬ 
ried Jotape, the daughter of Snmpsigeramns, 
king of Emesa;f they "had a daughter who was 
deaf, whose name also was Jotape: and these 
hitherto were the children of the male line. But 
Herodias, their sister, was married to Herod 
Philip,] the son of Herod the Grent. who was 
orn of Mariamne, the daughter of Simeon the 
high priest, who had n daughter, Salome; after 
whose birth Herodias took upon her to confound 
the laws of our country, nnd divorced herself 

own nephews and nieces, well deserves to he considered. 
Sec Levir. xviii. 6, 7; xxi. 10, and Noldius, De Herod. 
No. 269, 270. 

t There arc coins still extant of this Emesa, as Span* 
heim informs us. 
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from her husband while he was alive, and wa9 
married to Herod [Antipas,] her husband’s bro¬ 
ther by the father’s side; he was tetrarch of Gali¬ 
lee: but her daughter Salome was married to 
Philip, the son of Herod, and tetrarch of Tra- 
chonitis, and, as he died childless, Aristobulus, 
the. son of Herod, the brother of Agrippa, mar¬ 
ried her; they had three sons, Hirod, Agrippa, 
and Aristobulus; and this w r as the posterity of 
Phasaelns and Salampsio. But the daughter of 
Antipater by Cypros, was Cypros, whom Alexas 
Selnas, the son of Alexas, married; they had a 
daughter, Cypros; but* Herod and Alexander, 
who, as we told you, were the brothers of Anti¬ 
pater, died childless. As to Alexander, the son 
of Herod the king, who was slain by his father, 
he had two sons, Alexander and Tigranes, by the 
daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappadocia; Ti¬ 
granes, w ho was king of Armenia, was accused 
at Rome, and died childless; Alexander had a 
son of the same name with his brother Tigranes, 
and was senf to take possession of the kingdom 
of Armenia by Aero; he had a son, Alexander, 
who married Jotape,* the daughter of Antiochus, 
the king of Commagena; Vespasian made him 
king of an island in Cilicia. But these descend¬ 
ants of Alexander, soon after their birth, deserted 
the Jewish religion, and went over to that of the 
Greeks; but for the rest of the daughters of He¬ 
rod the king, it happened that they died childless. 
And as the descendants of Herod, whom we have 
enumerated, w ere in being at the same time that 
Agrippa the Great took the kingdom, and I have 
now r given an account of them, it now remains 
that I relate the several hard fortunes which be¬ 
fell Agrippa, and how he got clear of them, and 
was advanced to the greatest height of dignity 
and power. 

CHAP. VI. 

Of the Navigation of King Agrippa to Rome , to 
Tiberius Casar; and how, upon his being ac¬ 
cused by his own Freed-man , he was bound;how 
also he was set at Liberty by Caius , after Tibe¬ 
rius's Death, and v:as made King of the Te- 
trarchy of Philip. 

§ 1. A little before the death of Herod the 
•ting, Agrippa lived at Rome, and was generally 
brought up and conversed with Drusus, the em¬ 
peror Tiberius’s son, and contracted a friendship 
with Antonia, the wife of Drusus the Great, who 
had his mother Bernice in great esteem, and was 
very desirous of advancing her son. Now', as 
Agrippa was by nature magnanimous and gene¬ 
rous in the presents he made, u'hile his mother 
was alive, this inclination of his mind did not ap¬ 
pear, that he might be able to avoid her anger 
for such his extravagance; but when Bernice 
w as dead, and he was left to his own conduct, he 
spent a great deal extravagantly in his daily way 
of living, and a great deal in the immoderate pre¬ 
sents he made, and those chiefly among Crcsar’s 
freed-men, in order to gain their assistance, inso¬ 
much that he was in a little time reduced to 
poverty, and could not live nt Rome any longer. 
Tiberius also forbade the friends of his deceased 
son to come in his sight, because on seeing them 
he should be put in mind of his son, and his grief 
would thereby be revived. 

2. For these reasons he went away from Rome, 
and sailed to Judea, but in evil circumstances, 
being dejected with the loss of that money which 
he once had, and because he had not where¬ 
withal to pay his creditors, who were many in 
number, and such as gave him no room for es¬ 
caping them. Whereupon he knew not what to 
Ho; so, for shame of his present condition, he re¬ 
tired to a certain tower, at Malatha, in Idumea, 

•Bpanhcim also informs us of a coin still extant of 
this Jotape, daughter of the king of Commageaa. 
t Spaaheim observes, that we have here an instance 


and had thoughts of killing himsdf, but hia 
wife Cypros perceived his iotentioos, and tried 
all sorts of methods to divert him froq taking 
such a course: so she sent a letter to h, sister 
Herodias, w ho was now the wife of Her*d the 
tetrarch, and let her know' Agrippa’s presence, 
sign, and what necessity it was which drove 
thereto, and desired her, as a kinswoman of h. 
to give him her help, and to engage her husbanc. 
to ao the same, since she saw r how she alleviated 
these her husband’s troubles all she could, al¬ 
though she had not the like wealth to do it 
withal. .So they sent for him, and allotted-him 
Tiberias for his habitation, and appointed him 
some income of money for his maintenance, and 
made him a magistrate of that city, by w r ay of 
honor to him. Vet did not Herod long continue 
in that resolution of supporting him, thonghevea 
that support was not sufficient for him; for, as 
once they were at a feast at Tyre, and in their 
cups, and reproaches were cast upon one ano¬ 
ther, Agrippa thought that was not to be borne, 
while Herod hit him in the teeth with his po¬ 
verty, and with his owing his necessary food to 
him. So he went to Flaccns, one that had been 
consul, and had been a very great friend to him at 
Rome formerly, and was now president of Syria. 

3. Hereupon Flaccus received him kindly, and 
he lived with him. Flaccus had also with him 
there Aristobulus, who was indeed Agrippa’s 
brother, but was at variance with him; yet did 
not their enmity to one another hioder the friend¬ 
ship of F laccus to them both, but still they were 
honorably treated by him. However, Aristo- 
hulns did not abate of his ill-will to Agrippa, till 
at length he brought him into ill terms with 
Flaccus: the occasion of bringing on -which es¬ 
trangement was this: the Damascenes were at 
difference with the Sidonians about their limits, 
and when Flaccus was about to hear the cause 
between them, they understood that Agrippa had 
a mighty influence od him; so they desired that 
he would be of their side, and for that favor 
promised him a great deal of money; so he was 
zealous in assisting the Damascenes as far as he 
was able. Now, Aristobulus had gotten intelli¬ 
gence of this promise of money to him, and ac¬ 
cused him to Flaccus of the same; and when, 
upon a thorough examination of the matter, it 
appeared plainly so to be, he rejected Agrippa 
out of the number of his friends. So he was re¬ 
duced to the utmost necessity, and came to Pto- 
lemais; oud because he knew not where else to 
get a livelihood, he thought to sail to Italy; but 
as he was restrained from so doing by want of 
money, he desired Marsyas, who was his freed- 
man, to find some method for procuring him so 
much as he wanted for that purpose, by borrow¬ 
ing such a sum of some person or other. So 
Marsyas desired of Peter, who was the freed-man 
of Bernice, Agrippa’s mother, and by the right 
of her testament was bequeathed to Antonia, to 
lend so much upon Agrippa’s own bond and se¬ 
curity; but he accused Agrippa of having de¬ 
frauded him of certain sums of money, and so 
obliged Marsyas, when he made the bond of 
20,000 Attic drachma*, tc accept of 2,500 drach- 
mref less than what he desired, which the other 
allowed of, because he could not help it. Upon 
the receipt of this money Agrippa came to An- 
thedon, and took shipping, and was going to set 
sail; but Hemmius Capito, who was the pro¬ 
curator of Jamnia, sent a band of soldiers to de¬ 
mand of hiift 300,000 drachma of silver, which 
were by him owing to Char’s treasury while he 
was at Rome, and so forced him to stay. He 
then pretended that he would do as he bade him : 
but u'beo night came on, he cut his cables, and 

of the Attic quantity of use money, which was the 
eighth part of the original aom, or 12 1-2 per cent, for 
eucb is the proportion of 2,500 to20,000. 
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went off, and sailed to Alexandria, where he de¬ 
sired Alexander the alabarch* to lend him 200,000 
drachmae; but he said he would not lend it to 
him, but would not refuse it to Cypros, as greatly 
astonished at her affection to her husband, and 
at the other instances of her virtue; so she un¬ 
dertook to repay it. Accordingly, Alexander 
paid them five talents at AlexanJria, and pro¬ 
mised to pay them the rest of that sum at Di- 
cearchia [Puteoli;] and this he did out of the 
fear he was in that Agrippa would soon spend it. 
So this Cypros set her husband free, and dis¬ 
missed him to go on with his navigation to Italy, 
while she and her children departed for Judea. 

4. And now Agrippa was come to Puteoli, 
whence he wrote a letter to Tiberius Caesar, who 
then lived at Capreae, and told him, that he was 
come so far in order to wait on him, and to pay 
him a visit; and desired that he would give him 
leave to come over to Capreae: so Tiberius made 
no difficulty, but wrote to him in an obliging way 
in other respects, and withal told him, he was 
glad of his safe return, and desired him to come 
to Capreae; and when he was come, he did not 
fail to treat him as kindly as he had promised 
him in his letter to do. But the next day came a 
letter to Csesar from Herennius Capito, to inform 
him that Agrippa had borrowed three hundred 
thousand drachmae, and not paid it at the time 
appointed; but, when it was demanded of him, 
he ran away like a fugitive, out of the places un¬ 
der his government, and put it out of nis power 
to get the money of him. When Caesar had read 
this letter, he was much troubled at it, and gave 
order that Agrippa should be excluded from his 
presence until he had paid that debt: upon 
which he was noway daunted at Caesar’s anger, 
but entreated Antonia, the mother of Germani- 
cus, and of Claudius, who was afterward Caesar 
himself, to lend him those three hundred thou¬ 
sand drachmae, that he might not be deprived of 
Tiberius’s friendship; so, out of regard to the 
memory of Bernice his mother, (for tliese two wo¬ 
men were very familiar with one another,) and 
out of regard to his and Claudius’s education to¬ 
gether, sne lent him the money; and, upon the 
payment of this debt, there was nothing to hin¬ 
der Tfberius’s friendship to him. After this, 
Tiberius Cresar recommended to him his grand- 
son,f and ordered that he should always accom¬ 
pany him when he went abroad. But, upon 
Agrippa’s kind reception by Antonia, he betook 
himself to pay his respects to Caius, who was 
her grandson, and in very high reputation, by 
reason of the good-will they bore his father.*^ 
Now there was one Thallus, a freed-man of Cce- 
sar, of whom he borrowed a million of drachma?, 
and thence repaid Antonia the debt he owed her; 
and by spending the overplus in paying his court 
to Caius, became a person of great authority 
with him. 

5. Now as the friendship which Agrippn had 
for Caius was come to a great height, there hap¬ 
pened some words to pass between them, as they 
once were in a chariot together, concerning Ti¬ 
berius; Agrippa praying [to God,] (for they two 
sat by themselves,) that Tiberius might soon go 
off the stage, and leave the government to Caius, 
who was in every respect more worthy of it. 
Now, Eutychus, who was Agrippa’s freed-man, 
and drove his chariot, heard these words, and at 
that time said nothing of them: but when Agrip- 

a accused him of stealing some garments of 

is, (which wa9 certainly true,) he ran away from 
him; but when he was caught, and brought be¬ 
fore Piso, who was governor of the city, and the 
man was asked why he ran away? he replied, 
that he had somewhat to say to Cresar, that tend¬ 
ed to his security and preservation: so Piso 
bound him, and sent him to Caprea;. But Tibe- 

* The povernor of the Jews there. 

t Tiberius junior. J Germanicus. 
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rius, according to his usual custom, kept him still 
in bonds, being a delayer of affairs, if ever there 
was any other king or tyrant that was so; for he 
did not admit ambassadors quickly, and no suc¬ 
cessors were despatched away to governors or 
procurators of the provinces, that had been for¬ 
merly sent, unless they were dead; whence it 
was, that he wa9 so negligent in hearing the 
causes of prisoners; insomuch, that when he was 
asked by his friends, what was the reason of his 
delay in such cases? he said, that “he delayed 
to hear ambassadors, lest, upon their quick dis¬ 
mission, other ambassadors should be appointed, 
and return upon him; and so he should brin®- 
trouble upon himself in their public reception 
and dismission: that he permitted those govern¬ 
ors who had been once sent from their government 
[to stay there a great while,] out of regard to 
the subjects that were under them; for that all 
governors are naturally disposed to get as much 
as they can, and that those who are not to fix 
there, but to stay a short time, and that at an un¬ 
certainty, when they shall be turned out, do the 
more severely hurry themselves on to fleece the 
people; but that, if their government be long 
continued to them, they are at last satiated with 
the spoils, as having gotten a vast deal, and 90 
become at length less sharp in their pillaging; 
but that, if successors are sent quickly, the poor 
subjects, who are exposed to them as a prey, 
will not be able to bear the new ones, while they 
shall not have the same time allowed them, 
wherein their predecessors had filled themselves, 
and so grow more unconcerned about getting 
more: and this because they are removed be¬ 
fore they have had time [for their oppressions.] 
He gave them an example to show his meaning: 
“ A great number of flies came about the sore 
places of a man that had been wounded; upon 
which one of the standers by pitied the man’s 
misfortune; and thinking he was not able to drive 
those flies away himself, was going to drive them 
away for him; but he prayed him to let them 
alone: the other, by way of reply, asked him the 
reason of such a preposterous proceeding, in 
preventing relief from his present misery; to 
which he answered, If thou drivest these flies 
away, thou wilt hurt me worse; for, as these are 
already full of my blood, they do not crowd about 
me, nor pain me so much as before, but are some¬ 
times more remiss, while the fresh ones that 
come almost famished, and find me quite tired 
down already, will be my destruction. For this 
cause, therefore, it is, that I am myself careful 
not to send such new governors perpetually to 
those my subjects, who are already sufficiently 
harassed* by many oppressions, as may, like 
these flies, further distress them; and so, besides 
their natural desire of gain, may have this ad 
dilional incitement to it, that they expect to be 
suddenly deprived of that pleasure which they 
take in it.” And, as a further attestation to what 
I say of the dilatory nature of Tiberius, I appeal 
to this his practice itself; for, although he were 
emperor twenty-two years, he sent in all but two 
procurators to govern the nation of the Jews, 
Gratus, and his successor in the government, Pi¬ 
late. Nor was he in one way of acting with re¬ 
spect to the Jews, and in another with respect to 
tne rest of his subjects. He further informed 
them, that even in the hearing of the causes of 
prisoners, he made such delays, “because im¬ 
mediate death to those that must be condemned 
to die, would be an alleviation of their present 
miseries, while those wicked wretches have not 
deserved any such favor; but I do it, that, by 
being harassed with the present calamity, they 
may undergo greater misery.” 

6. On this account it was that Eutvchus could 
not obtain a hearing,but was kept still in prison. 
However, some time afterward, Tiberius came 
from Caprea? to Tusculanum, which is about a 
hundred furlongs from Rome. Agrippa then dc* 
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sired of Antonia, that she would procure a hear¬ 
ing for Eutychus, let the matter whereof he ac¬ 
cused him orovc what it would. Now, Antonia 
was greatly esteemed by Tiberius on all ac¬ 
counts, for the dignity of her relation to him, 
who had been his brother Drusus's wife, and 
from her eminent chastity;* for though she were 
stiM a young woman, she continued in her wi¬ 
dowhood, and refused all other matches, although 
Augustus hau enjoined her to be married to some¬ 
body else; yet did she all along preserve her re¬ 
putation free from reproach. She had also been 
the greatest benefactress to Tiberius, when there 
was a very dangerous plot laid against him by 
Sejanus, a man who nnd been her husband’s 
friend, and who had the greatest authority, be¬ 
cause he was general of the army, and when 
many members of the senate, and many of the 
freed-men joined with him, and the soldiery was 
corrupted, and the plot was come to a great 
height. Now Sejanus had certainly gained his 
point, had not Antonia’s boldness been more 
wisely conducted than Sejanus’s malice; for, 
when she had discovered his designs against Ti¬ 
berius, she wrote him an exact account of the 
whole, and gave the letter to Pallus, the most 
faithful of her servants, and sent him to Capreae 
to Tiberius, who, when he understood it, slew 
Sejanus and his confederates; so that Tiberius, 
who had her in great esteem before, now looked 
upo ) her with still greater respect, and depend¬ 
ed upon her in all things. So, when Tiberius 
was desired by this Antonia to examine Euty- 
chus, he answered, *’ If indeed Eutychus hath 
falsely accused Agrippa in what he hath said of 
him, he hath had sufficient punishment by what 
I have done to him already; but if, upon exami¬ 
nation, the accusation appears to be true, let 
Agrippa have a care, lest, out of desire of pu¬ 
nishing his freed-man, he do not rather bring a 
punishment upon himself.” Now when Antonia 
told Agrippa of (his, he was slill much more 
pressing tnat the matter might be examined into; 
so Antonia, upon Agrippa’s lying hard at her con¬ 
tinually to beg his Favor, took the following op¬ 
portunity: As Tiberius lay once at his ease upon 
liis sedan, and was carried about, and Caius, tier 
grandson, and Agrippa, were before him after 
dinner, she walked by the sedan, and desired him 
to call Eutychus, and have him examined; to 
which he replied, ‘*0 Antonia! the gods are my 
witnesses, that I am induced to do what I am 
going to do, not by my own inclination, but be¬ 
cause I am forced to it by thy prayers.” When 
he had said this, he ordered Macro, who suc¬ 
ceeded Sejanus, to bring Eutychus to him; ac¬ 
cordingly. without any delay, he was brought. 
Then Tiberius asked him, what he had to say 
against a man who had given him his liberty ? 
Upon which he said, “0 my lord! this Caius, 
and Agrippa with him, were once riding in a 
chariot, when I sat at their feet, and among 
other discourses that passed, Agrippa said to 
Caius, O that the day would once come, when 
/his old Allow will die, and name thee for the 
governor of the habitable earth! for then this Ti¬ 
berius his grandson, would lie no hinderance, but 
would be taken oil'by thee, and that earth would 
* This high commendation of Antonia for marrying 
but once, given acre, and supposed elsewhere, Aniiq. 
n. xvil. chap. xiii. sen. -1, ami this notwithstanding the 
*trongest tern petitions, shows how houornlde simile 
marriages were l oth nmong the Jews nnd Homans, in 
the days of Josephus nnd of the apostles, and takes 
away much of that surprise which the modern Protes¬ 
tants hnve nt thnsc Inwa of the nposiles, where no 
widows, hut those who had been the wives of one hus¬ 
band only, are taken into the church list; nnd no bish¬ 
ops, priests, or deacons,are allowed to marry more than 
once, without leaving oil* to officiate as clergymen nny 
longer. See Luke ii. :’G;1 Tim. v. 11,12; iii. 2 12; 
Tit. i. C; Constit. A post. b. Ii. sect. 1,2; h. vl. sect. 17; 
Can.b. xvii.; Grot, in Luke ii.! G; and Hcspons. nd Con¬ 
sult. Cassand. p. 4-1, and Cotclet. la Coustitut. o. vi. 


be happy, and I happy also. Now, Tiberius took 
these to be truly Agrippa's words, and bearing a 
grudge withal at Agrippa. because, when he had 
commanded him to pay his respects to Tiberius 
his grandson, and the son of Drusus, Agrippa 
had not paid him that respect, but had disobeyed 
his commands, and transterred all his regard to 
Caius; he said to Macro, “Bind this man.” But 
Macro, not ^distinctly knowing which of them it 
was whom he bade him bind, and not expecting 
that he would have any- such thing done to 
Agrippa, he forbore, and came to ask more dis¬ 
tinctly what it was that he said? But when Cae¬ 
sar had gone round the hippodrome, he found 
Agrippa standing: “For certain,” said he, “Ma¬ 
cro, this is the man I meant to have bound;” and 
when he still asked, “Which of these is to be 
bound?” he said, “Agrippa.” Upon which Agrip¬ 
pa betook himself to make supplication for him¬ 
self, putting him in mind of his son, with whom 
he was brought up, and of Tiberius [his grand¬ 
son] whom he had educated; but all to no pur¬ 
pose, for they led him about bound even in his 
purple garments. It was also very hot weather, 
and they had but little wine to their meals, so that 
he was very thirsty; he was also in a sort of ago- 
n}\ and took this treatment of him heinously; as 
therefore he saw one of Caius’s slaves, whose 
name was Thaumastus, carrying some water in 
a vessel, he desired that he would let him drink; 
so the servant gave him 3ome water to drink, and 
he drank heartily, and said, “ O thou boy i this 
service of thine to me will be for thy advantage; 
for, if I once get clear of these my bonds, I will 
soon procure thee thy freedom from Caius, who 
hast not been wanting to minister to me, now I 
am in bonds, in the same manner as when I was 
in my former state and dignity.” Nor did he de¬ 
ceive him in what he promised him; but made 
him amends for what he had now done; for, 
when afterward Agrippa was come to the king¬ 
dom, he took particular care of Thaumastus, 
and got him his liberty from Caius, and made 
him tlie steward over his own estate; and when 
he died, he left him to Agrippa his son, and to 
Bernice his daughter, to minister to them in the 
same capacity. The man also grew old in that 
honorable post, and therein died. But all this 
happened a good while later. 

7. Now Agrippa stood in his bonds before the 
royal palace, and leaned on a certain tree for 
grief, with many others, who were in bonds also; 
and as a certain bird sat upon the tree on which 
Agrippa leaned, (the Romans call this bird bubo,) 
[an owl,] one of those that were bound, a Ger¬ 
man by nation, saw him, and asked a soldier 
what that man in purple was? and when he was 
informed that his name was Agrippa, and that 
he was by nation a Jew, and one of the principal 
men of that nation, he asked leave of the soldier 
to whom he was bound,! to let him come nearer 
to speak with him; for that he had a mind to in¬ 
quire of him about some things relating to his 
country; which liberty when he had obtained, 
ami as he stood near him, he said thus to him by 
an interpreter, that “This sudden change of thy 
condition, O young man! is grievous to thee, a« 
bringing on thee a manifold and very great nd* 
sect. 17. And note, that Tcrtnllinn owns this law 
anainst second marriages of the elerpy, had been once 
ai least executed in his time: and heavily complains 
elsewhere, that the breach thereof had not been al way* 
punished by the Catholics, ns it ought to have been. 
Jerome, spenkingof the ill reputation of marrying twice, 
says.thnt no such person canid he chosen into the eler¬ 
py in his days; which Augustine lestifies also: and for 
Epiphnnius, rather earlier, he is clear and full to the 
same purpose, nnd says, thnt law obtained over the 
whole Catholic church in his days; as the places in the 
forccited authors inform us. 

f Dr. Hudson here takes notice, out of Seneca, Epistle 
v. Hint this wns the custom of Tiberius, to couple the 
prisoner and the soldier that guarded him together io 
the same chain. 
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▼ersily; nor wilt thou believe me, when I fore¬ 
tell how thou wilt get clear of this misery which 
thou art now under, and how Divine Provi¬ 
dence will provide for thee. Know, therefore, 
(and I appeal to my own country gods, as well 
as to the gods of this place, who have award¬ 
ed these bonds to us,) that all I am going to say 
about thy concerns, shall neither be said for fa¬ 
vor nor bribery, nor out of an endeavor to 
make thee cheerful without cause; for such pre¬ 
dictions, when they come to fail, make the grief 
at last, and in earnest, more bitter than it the 
party had never heard of any such thing. How¬ 
ever, though I run the hazard of my own self, I 
think it fit to declare to thee the prediction of 
the gods. It cannot be that thou shouldst long 
continue in these bonds; but thou wilt soon be 
delivered from them, and wilt be promoted to 
the highest dignity and power; and thou wilt be 
envied by all those who now pity thy hard for¬ 
tune; ana thou wilt be happy till thy death, and 
wilt leave thy happiness to the children whom 
thou shalt have. But, do thou remember, when 
thou seest this bird again, that thou wilt then live 
but five days longer. This event will be brought 
to pass by that God who hath sent this bird hither 
to be a sign unto thee. And I cannot but think 
it unjust to conceal from thee what I foreknow 
concerning thee, that, by thy knowing before¬ 
hand what happiness is coming upon thee, thou 
mayest not regard thy present misfortunes. But 
when this happiness shall actually befall thee, do 
not foj'get what misery I am in myself, but en¬ 
deavor to deliver me.” So when the German 
had said this, he made Agrippa laugh at him as 
much as he afterward appeared worthy of admi¬ 
ration. But now' Antonia took Agrippa’s mis¬ 
fortune to heart; however, to speak to Tiberius 
on his behalf, she took to be a very difficult thing, 
and indeed quite impracticable, as to any hope 
of success; yet did she procure of Macro, that 
the soldiers that kept him should be of a gentle 
nature, and that tne centurion who was over 
them, and was to diet with him, should be of the 
same disposition, and that he might have leave 
to bathe himself every day, and that his freed- 
men and friends might come to him, and that 
other things that tended to ease him might be in¬ 
dulged him. So his friend Silas came in to him, 
and two of his freed-men, Marsyas and Stechus, 
brought him such sort9 of food as he was fond of, 
and mdeed took great care of him; they also 
brought him garments, under pretence of selling 
them, and, when the night came on, they laid them 
under him; anil the soldiers assisted them, as 
Macro had given them order to do beforehand. 
And this was Agrippa’s condition for six months’ 
time, and in this case were his affairs. 

8. But for Tiberius, upon his return to Caprene, 
he fell sick. At first his distemper was but gen¬ 
tle; but as that distemper increased upon him, 
he had small or no hopes of recovery. Here¬ 
upon he bade Euodus, who was that freed-man 
wnom he most of all respected, to bring the chil¬ 
dren* to him; for that he wanted to talk to them 
before he died. Now he had at present no sons 
of his own alive; for Drusus, who w r as his only 
son, was dead; but Drusus’s son Tiberius was 
still living, whose additional name was Gemellus: 
there was also living Cains, the sonf of Germani- 
cus, who was the son of his brother [Drusus.] He 
was now grown up, and had a liberal education 
as well as improved by it, and was in esteem and 
favor with the people, on account of the excel¬ 
lent character of his father Gcrmanicus, who 
had attained the highest honor among the mul¬ 
titude, by the firmness of his virtuous behavior, 
by the easiness and agreeableness of his conver¬ 
sing with the multitude, and because the dignity 

•Tiherius life own grandson, and Caius his brother 
Drusus’s grandson. 

I So I correct Josephus’s copy, which calls Germani- 
cua liis brother, who was his brother’s son. 
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he was in did not hinder his familiarity with them 
all, as if they were his equals: by which beha¬ 
vior he was not only greatly esteemed by the 
people and the senate, but by every one of those 
nations that were subject to the Homans; some 
of whom were affected, when they came to him, 
with the gracefulness of their reception by him 
and others were affected in the same manner by 
the report of the others that had been with him: 
and upon his death there was a lamentation made 
by all men; not such a one as was to be made in 
way of flattery to their rulers, while they did but 
counterfeit sorrow, but such as was real; while 
every body grieved at his death, as if they had 
lost one that was near to them. Aud truly such 
had been his conversation with them, that it turn¬ 
ed greatly to the advantage of his son among 
all; and, among others, the soldiery were so pe¬ 
culiarly affected to him, that they reckoned it an 
eligible thing, if need were, to die themselves, if 
be might but attain to the government. 

9. But when Tiberius had given order to Euo¬ 
dus to bring the children to him the next day in 
the morning, he prayed to his country gods to 
show him a manifest signal, which of those chil¬ 
dren should come to the government: being very 
desirous to leave it to his son’s son, but still de¬ 
pending upon what God should foreshow con¬ 
cerning them, more than upon his own opinion 
and inclination; so he made this to be the omen, 
that the government should be left to him who 
should come to him first the next day. When he 
had thus resolved within himself, he sent to his 
grandson’s tutor, and ordered him to bring the 
child to him early in the morning, as supposing 
that God would permit him to be made emperor. 
But God proved opposite to his designation; for, 
while Tiberius was thus contriving matters, and 
as soon as it was at all day, he bade Euodus to 
call in that child which should be there read}'. 
So he wentout,andfoundCaiusbeforethedoor,for 
Tiberius was not yet come, but staid waitingfor 
his breakfast; for Euodus knew nothing of what 
his lord intended ; so he said to Caius, Thy fa¬ 
ther calls thee,” and then brought him in. As 
soon as Tiberius saw Caius, and not before, he 
reflected on the power of God, and how the abi¬ 
lity of bestowing the government on whom he 
would, was entirely taken from him; and thence 
he was not able to establish what he had intend¬ 
ed. So he greatly lamented that his power of 
establishing what he had before contrived was 
taken from him, and th«*t his grandson Tiberius 
was not only to lose the Homan empire by his fa¬ 
tality, but his own safety also, because his pre¬ 
servation would now depend upon such as would 
be more potent than himself, who would think it 
a thing not to be borne, that a kinsman should 
live with them, and so his relation would not he 
able to protect him: but he would be feared and 
hated by him who had the supreme authority, 
partly on account of his being next to the em¬ 
pire, and partly on account of his perpetually 
contriving to get the government, but iu order to 
preserve himself, and to be at the head of affairs 
also. Now Tiberius had been very much given 
to astrology,! and the calculation of nativities, 
and had spent his life in the esteem of what pre¬ 
dictions had proved true more than those whose 
profession it was. Accordingly, when he once 
saw Galba coming in to him, lie said to his most 
intimate friends, that ‘‘ there came iu a man that 
would one day have the dignity of the Homan 
empire.” So that this Tiberius was more addicted 
to all such sorts of diviners than any other of the 
Homan emperors, because he had found them to 
have told him truth in his own affairs. Aud in¬ 
deed he was now in great distress upou this ac¬ 
cident that had befallen him, and was very much 

t This is a known thing among the Roman historian* 
and poets, that Tiberms was greatty given to astrolo¬ 
gy and divination. 
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grieved at the destruction of his son’s son. which 
he foresaw, and complained of himself, that he 
should have made use of such a method of divi¬ 
nation beforehand, while it was in his power 
to have died without grief by his knowledge 
of futurity; whereas, he was now tormented 
by his foreknowledge of the misfortunes of such 
ss were dearest to him, and must die under 
that torment. Now, although he were disor¬ 
dered at this unexpected revolution of the go¬ 
vernment to those for whom he did not intend 
it, he spoke thus to Caius. though unwillingly, 
and against his own inclination: “O child! al¬ 
though Tiberius be nearer related to me than 
thou art, I, by my own determination, and the 
conspiring suffrage of the gods, do give, and put 
into thy hand, the Roman empire: and 1 desire 
thee never to be unmindful when thou comest to 
it, either of my kindness to thee, who set thee in 
so high a dignity, or of thy relation to Tiberius. 
But as thou knowest that I am, together with, 
and after the gods, the procurer of so great hap¬ 
piness to thee, so I desire that thou wilt make 
me a return for my readiness to assist thee, and 
wilt take care of Tiberius because of his near 
relation to thee. Besides which, thou art to 
know, that, while Tiberius is alive, he will be a 
security to thee, both as to empire and as to thy 
own preservation; but, if he die, that will be but 
a prelude to thy own misfortunes; for to be alone, 
under the weight of such vast affairs, is very 
dangerous; nor will the gods suffer those actions 
which are unjustly done, contrary to that law 
which directs men to act otherwise, to go off un¬ 
punished.” This was the speech which Tiberius 
made, which did not persuade Cains to act ac¬ 
cordingly, although he promised so to do; but 
when he wa9 settled in the government, he took 
off this Tiberius, as was predicted by the other 
Tiberius; as he was also himself in no long time 
afterward slain by a secret plot laid against 
him. 

10. So when Tiberius had at this time appoint¬ 
ed Caius to he his successor, he lived but a few 
days, and then died, after he had held the go¬ 
vernment twenty-two years, five months, and 
three days: now Caius was the fourth emperor. 
But when the Romans understood that Tioerins 
was dead, they rejoiced at the good news, but 
had not courage to believe it; not because they 
were unwilling it should be true, for they would 
have given large sun)9 of money that it might be 
so, but because they were afraid, that if they had 
showed their joy, when the news proved false, 
their joy should be openlv known, and they 
should be accused for it, and be thereby undone. 
For this Tiberius had brought a vast number of 
miseries on the best families of the Romans, 
since he was easily inflamed with passion in all 
cases, and was of such a tempe r as rendered his 
anger irrevocable, till he had executed the same, 
although he hnd taken a hatred against men 
withou* renson; for he was by nature fierce in 
all the sentences he gave, and made death the 
penalty for the slightest offences; insomuch that 
when the Romans heard the rumor nbont his 
death gladly, they were restrained from the en¬ 
joyment of that pleasure by the drend of such 
miseries as they foresaw would follow, if their 
hopes proved ill-grounded. Now Marsyas, Agrip- 
pa*« freed-man, as soon as he heard of Tiberi¬ 
us's death, came running to tell Agrippa the 
news; nnd finding him going out to the bath, he 
gave him a nod, and said, in the Hebrew tongue, 
“The lion is dend;’’* who understanding his 
meaning, hiuI being oveijoycd at the news, 
“Nay, (said he,) but nil sorts of thanks nnd hap- 

* This nnino of a lion is often Riven to tyrants, espe¬ 
cially by the Jews, tuirh ns Acrippn, nnd probably Ilia 
freed-innn Mnrsvns, in effect, were. Kr.ck. xix. 1—9; 
Esih. xiv. 13; 2 Tim. iv. 17. They nre nlso sometimes 
compared to, or repreucnled by, wild leasts, of which 
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piness attend thee for this news of thine* only ( 
wish that what thou sayest may prove true.” 
Now the centurion, who wa9 9et to keep Agrip- 
pa, when he saw with what haste Marsyas came, 
and what joy Agrippa had from what he said, he 
had a suspicion that his words implied some 
great innovation of affairs, and he asked them 
about what was said. They at first diverted the 
discourse; but upon his further pressing, Agrippa, 
without more ado. told him, for he was already 
become his friend; so he joined with him in that 
pleasure which this news occasioned, because it 
would be fortunate to Agrippa, and made him a 
supper. But as they were feasting, and the cup* 
went about, there came one who 9aid that “ Ti¬ 
berius was still alive, and would return to the 
city in a few days.” At which news the centu¬ 
rion was exceedingly troubled, because he had 
done what might cost him his life, to have treated 
so joyfully a prisoner, and this upon the news of 
the death of Caesar; so he thrust Agrippa from 
the couch whereon he lay, and said, “ Dost thou 
think to cheat me by a lie about the emperor 
without punishment? and shalt not thou pay for 
this thy malicious report at the price ol thine 
head?” When he had so said, he ordered Agrip¬ 
pa to be bound again, (for he had loosed him be¬ 
fore,) and kept a severer guard over him than 
formerly, and in that evil condition evas Agrippa 
that night; but the next day the rumor increa¬ 
sed in the city, and confirmed the news that Ti¬ 
berius was certainly dead; iasomuch that men 
durst now openly and freely talk about it; nay, 
some offered sacrifices on that account. Several 
letters also came from Caius, one of them to the 
senate, which informed them of the death of Ti¬ 
berius, and of his own entrance on the govern¬ 
ment; another to Piso, the governor of the city, 
which told him the same thing. He also gave 
order that Agrippa should be removed out of the 
camp, and go to that house where he lived be¬ 
fore he was put in prison; so that he was now 
out of fear as to his own affairs; for, although he 
were still in custody, yet it was now with ease 
a 9 to his own affairs. Now, as soon a9 Caius was 
come to Rome, and had brought Tiberius'9 dead 
body with him, and had made a sumptuous fune¬ 
ral for him, according to the laws of his country, 
he was much disposed to set Agrippa at liberty 
that very day, but Antonia hindered him, notout 
of any ill-will to the prisoner, but out of regard 
to decency in Caiu9, le9t that should make men 
believe that he received the death of Tiberius 
with pleasure, when he loosed one whom lie had 
bound immediately. However, there did not 
many days pass ere he sent for him to his house, 
and "had him shaved, and made him change his 
raiment, after which he put his diadem upon his 
head, and appointed him to be king of the tetrar- 
chv of Philip. He also gave him the tetrarchy 
of Lysanias.f and changed his iron chain for a 
golden one of equal weight, lie ulso sent Ma- 
rullus to he procurator of Judea. 

11. Now, in the second year of the reign of 
Caiu 9 C;esar, Agrippa desired leave to be given 
him to sail home, and settle the affairs of his go¬ 
vernment, and he promised to return aguin, 
when he had put the rest in order, as it ought to 
he put. So, upon the emperor’s permission, he 
came into his own country, and appeared to them 
all unexpectedly as a king, and thereby demon¬ 
strated to the men that saw him the power of 
fortune, when they compared his former poverty 
with his present happy affluence; so some called 
him a happy man, unci others could not well be¬ 
lieve that things were so much changed with him 
for the better. 

the lion is the principal. Dnn.vii.3— fi ; Apor. xiii. 1,2. 

t Although (’nins now promised to give Agripp'i the 
tetrnrchy of [.yfinnias, yet it wns not all actually con¬ 
ferred upon him till the rei^n ofClaudius, as we team, 
Antiq. b. xix.cti. v. #oct. 1. 
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CHAP. VII. 

How Herod the Tetrarch was banished. 

} 1. But Herodias, Agrippa’s sister, who now 
lived as wife to that Herod who was tetrareh of 
Galilee and Perea, took this authority of her 
brother in an envious manner, particularly when 
she saw that he had a greater dignity bestowed 
on him than her husband had; since, when he 
ran away, he was not able to pay his debts; and 
now he was come back, it was because he wag in 
a way of dignity, and of great good fortune. She 
was therefore grieved, and much displeased at 
go great a mutation of his affairs, and chiefly 
when she saw him marching among the multi¬ 
tude with the usual ensigns of royal authority, 
ihe was not able to conceal how miserable she 
was, by reason of the envy she had towards him: 
but she excited her husband, and desired him 
that he would sail to Rome, to court honors 
equal to his: for she said, that “she could not 
bear to live any longer, while Agrippa, the son 
of that Aristobulus who was condemned to die 
by his father, one that came to her husband in 
such extreme poverty, that the necessaries of 
life were forced to be entirely supplied him day 
by day; and when he fled away from his credit¬ 
ors by sea, he now returned a king; while he 
was himself the son of a king, and while the near 
relation he bore to royal authority, called upon 
him to gain the like dignity, he sat still, and was 
contented with a private life. But, then, Herod, 
although thou wast formerly not concerned to be 
in a lower condition than thy father, from whom 
thou wast derived, had been; yet do thou now 
seek after the dignity which thy kinsman hath 
attained to; and do not thou bear this contempt, 
that a man who admired thy riches should be in 
greater honor than thyself, nor suffer his poverty 
to*-show itself able to purchase greater things 
than our abundance; nor do thou esteem it other 
than a shameful thing to be inferior to one, who 
the other day, lived upon thy charity. But, let 
us go to Rome, and let us spare no pains nor ex- 
enses, either of silver or gold, since they cannot 
e kept for any better use, than for the obtaining 
of a kingdom.” 

2. But, for Herod, he opposed her request at 
this time, out of the love ot ease, and having a 
suspicion of the trouble he should have at Rome; 
so he tried to instruct her better. But the more 
she saw him draw back, the more she pressed 
him to it, and desired him to leave no stone un¬ 
turned in order to be king: and at last she left 
not oft* till she engaged him, whether he would 
or not, to be of her sentiments, because he could 
tio otherwise avoid her importunity. So he got 
all things ready, after as sumptuous a manner as 
he was able, and spared for nothing, and went up 
to Rome, and took Herodias along with him. 
But Agrippa, when he was made sensible of their 
intentions and preparations, also prepaied to go 
thither; and as soon as he heard they set sail, 
he sent Fortunatus, one of his freed-men, to 
Rome, to carry presents to the emperor, and let¬ 
ters against Herod, and to give Cuius a particu¬ 
lar account of those matters, if he should have 
any opportunity. This man followed Herod so 
quick, and had so prosperous a voyage, and came 
so little after Herod, that while Herod was with 
Caius he came himself, and delivered his letters; 
for they both sailed to Dicearchia, and found 

* Tins is a most remarkable chapter, as containing such 
instances of the interposition of Providence as have 
been always very rare anions the other idolatrous na¬ 
tions, but of old very many among the posterity of 
Abraham, the worshippers oft lie true God ; nor dolhese 
geem much inferior to those in the Old Testament, 
which are the more remarkable, because among all their 
other follies and vires, the Jews were not nt this lime 
idolaters; and the deliverances here mentioned were 
done in order to prevent their relapse into that idolatry, 
t Josephus here assures us, that the ambassadors from 


Caius at Baiae, which is itself a little city of Cam- 

E ania, at the distance of about five furlongs from 
ficearchia. There are in that place, royal u a- 
laces, with sumptuous apartments, every emperor 
still endeavoring to outdo his predecessor’s mag¬ 
nificence; the place also affords warm baths, that 
spring out of the ground of their own aecord, 
which are of advantage for the recovery of the 
health of those that make use of them, and be¬ 
sides, they minister to men’s luxury also. Now 
Caius saluted Herod, for he first met with him, 
and looked upon the letters which Agrippa had 
sent him, and which were written in order to 
accuse Herod, wherein he accused him, that he 
had been in confederacy with Sejanus, against 
Tiberius’s government, and that he was now 
confederate with Artabanus the king of Farthia 
in opposition to the government of Caius; as a 
demonstration of which he alleged, that he had 
armor sufficient for seventy thousand men ready 
in his armory. Caius w T as moved at this in¬ 
formation, and asked Herod whether what was 
said about the armor was true: and when he 
confessed there was such armor there, for he 
could not deny the same, the truth of it being too 
notorious, Caius took that to be a sufficient proof 
of the accusation, that he intended to revolt. So 
he took away from him his tetrarchy, and gave 
it by way of addition to Agrippa’s kingdom; he 
also gave Herod’s money to Agrippa, and byway 
of punishment, awarded him a perpetual banish¬ 
ment, and appointed Lyons, a city of Gaul, to be 
his place oi habitation. But when he was in¬ 
formed that Herodias was Agrippa’s sister, he 
made her a present of what money was her own; 
and told her, that “it was her brother who pre¬ 
vented her being put uuder the same calamity 
with her husband.” But she made this reply; 
“Thou, indeed, O emperor! actest after a mag¬ 
nificent manner, and as becomes thyself in what 
thou offerest me; but the kindness which 1 have 
for niy husband, hinders me from partaking of 
the favor of thy gift; for it is not just, that I, 
who have been made a partner in his prosperity, 
should forsake him in his misfortunes.” Here¬ 
upon Caius was angry at her, and sent her with 
Herod into banishment, and gave her estate to 
Agrippa. And thus did God punish Herodias for 
her envy at her brother, anil Herod also forgiving 
ear to the vain discourses of a woman. Now, 
Caius managed public affairs with great magna¬ 
nimity, during the first and second year of his 
reign, and behaved himself with such modera¬ 
tion, that he gained the good-will of the Romans 
themselves, and of his other subjects. But, in 
mocess of time, he went beyond the bounds of 
luman nature, in his conceit of himself, and, by 
reason of the vastness of his dominions, made 
himself a god, amt took upon hiuiseli'to act in all 
things to the reproach of the Deity itseF. 

chap. viii. 

Concerning the Embassage of the Jews to Caius, 1 
and how Cains sent Pctronius into Syria, to 
make War against ihe Jews, unltss they would 
receive his Statue. 

$ 1. There was now a tumult arisen at \lex- 
andria, between the Jewish inhabitants am the 
Greeks; and three ambassadors! wei* r .osen 
out of each party that were nt variance, who 
came to Caius. INo\v, one ot these ambassadors 

Alexandria to Caius were on each part no more than 
three in uiiniher, for ti e Jews ami for ihe tieniiles, 
which are la it six in nil; \v' ereas Witlo. who was the 
principal ambassador from the Jews, as Josephus here 
confesses (us was Apion, from the Gen'i'es.Ways, the 
Jews’amhnsjsRtlc.es were themselves no fewer than five, 
towards the end of l’.is legation to Caius; whit h, if there 
he no mistake in the copies, must be supposed tee truth: 
nor.i i that case, would Josepl us have coctradi ted so 
authentic a witness, had he seen that account of 
which that lie ever did does not appear. 
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from the people of Alexandria was Apion, who ] means suffer ourselves to be so timorous as to 
uttered many blasphemies against the Jews; and transgress those laws out of the fear of death, 
among other things that he said, he charged which God hath determined are for our advan- 
them with neglecting the honors that belonged tage; and if we fall into misfortunes, we will bear 
to Caesar; for that while all who were subject to i them, in order to preserve our laws, as knowing, 
the Roman empire, built altars and templ.es to that those who expose themselves to dangers, 
Caius, and in other regards, universally received have good hope of escaping them, because God 
him as they received the gods, these Jews alone will stand on our side, when out of regard to 
thought it a dishonorable tiling for them to him, we undergo afflictions, and sustain the un¬ 
erect statues in honor of him, as well as to certain turns of fortune. Rut if we should sub¬ 
swear by his name. Many of these severe things mit to thee, we should be greatly reproached for 
were said by Apion, by which he hoped to pro- , our cowardice, as thereby showing ourselves 
voke Caius to auger at the Jews, as he was likely ready to transgress our law; and we should in¬ 
to be; but Philo, the principal of the Jewish em- . cur the great anger of God also, who, even thy- 
bassage, a man eminent on all accounts, brother self being judge, is superior to Caius.” 
to Alexander the alabarch,* and one not unski!- i 3. Win n Petronius saw by their tvonls that 
ful in philosophy, was ready to betake himself their determination was hard to be removed 
to make his defence against those accusations; and that, without a war, he should not be able to 
but Caius prohibited him, and bade him begone; j be subservient to Caius in the dedication of his 
he was also in such a rage, that it openly appear- I statue, and that there must be a great deal of 
ed he was about to do them some very great mis- bloodshed, he took his friends, and the servants 
chief. So Philo, being thus affronted, went out, ) that were about him, and hasted to Tiberias, as 
and said to those Jews who were about him, that wanting to know in what posture the affairs of 
“ they should be of good courage, since Caius’s the Jews were; and many ten thousands of the 
words indeed showed anger at them, but inreali- Jews met Petronius again, when he was come to 
ty had already set God against himself.” Tiberias. These thought they must run a mighty 

2. Hereupon Caius, taking it very heinously hazard if they should have a war with the Ro- 
that he should thus be despised by the Jews alone, mans, but judged that the transgression of the 
sent Petronius to be president of Syria, and sue- law was of much greater consequence, and made 
cessor in the government to Vitellius, and £ave ( supplication to him. that he would by no means 
him order to make an invasion into Judea with a reduce them to such distresses, nor defile their 
great body of troops; and if they would admit city with the dedication of (lie statue. Then Pe- 
of his statue willingly, to erectitin the temple of tronius said to them, “ Will you then make war 
God; but if they were obstinate, to conquer them with Caesar, without considering his great pre- 

| parations for war, and jour own weakness?” 

They replied, “ We will not by any means make 
war with him, but still we will die before we see 
our laws transgressed.” So they threw them¬ 
selves down upon their faces, ancf str tched out 
their throats, and said they were ready to be 
slain; and this they did for forty days together, 
and in the mean time left off the tilling of their 
ground, and that while the season of the jearre- 


by war, and then to do it. Accordingly, Petro¬ 
nius took the government of Syria, and made 
haste to obey Caesar’s epistle. He got together 
as great a number of auxiliaries as he possibly 
could, and took with him two legions of (he Ro¬ 
man army, and came to Ptolemais, and there 
wintered, as intending to set abvjut the war in 
the spring. He also wrote word to Caius what 
he had resolved to do, who commended him for 
his alacrity, and ordered him to go on* and to quired them to sow it.f Thus they continued 
make war with them, in case they would not obey farm in their resolution, and proposed to tliem- 
his commands. But there came many ten thou- i selves to die willingly, rather than to see the de- 
sajids of the Jews to Petronius, to Ptolemais, to dication of the statue. 

4. When matters were in this state, Arist> 
bulus, king- Agrippa’s brother, and lldctas (lie 
Great, and the other principal men of that family 
with them, went in unto Petronius, anil besought 
him, that “since he saw the resolution of the 
multitude, he would not make any alteration, 
and thereby drive them to despair; but would 
write to Cams, that the Jews had an insuperable 
aversion to the reception of the statue, and'liow 
they continued with him, and left off the tillage 


offer their petitions to him, that “ he would not 
compel them to transgress and violate the law 
of their forefathers, but if (said they) thou art 
entirely resolved to bring this statue, and erect 
it, do thou first kill us, and then do what thou 
hast resolved on; for while we are alive, we can¬ 
not permit such things as are forbidden us to be 
done by me authority of our legislator, and by 
our forefathers’ determination, that such prohi¬ 
bitions are instances of virtue.” But Petronius 

was angry at them, and 9nid, “ If indeed I were i of their ground: that tiny were not willing to go 
myself emperor, and were at liberty to follow to war with him. because they were not able to 
my own inclination, and then hail designer! to act do it, but were ready to die with pleasure, rather 
thus, these your words would be justly spoken to j than suffer tlnir laws to be transgressed: and 
me; but now Caesar hath sent to me, I am under I how, upon the lands continuing unsown, rob- 
the necessity of being snbserv.erit to his decrees, | heries would grow up, on the iimbilitj they would 
because u disobedience to them will bring upon be under of paving their tributes; and that per¬ 
nio inevitable destruction.” Then the Jews re- | Imps Cains might he thereby moved to pity, nnd 

f lied, “ Sinct, therefore, thou art so disposed, O , not order tiny barbarous action to be done to 
'etrnnius! that thou wilt not disobey Caius's them, nor think of destroy ing the nation, that if 
epistles, neither will wc transgress the commands he continues inflexible in his form* r opinion to 
of our law; nnd as W'e depend upon the t xcel- I bring a war upon them, he may then s^t about it 
lency of our laws, and, by the labors of our an- hims«llV And thus did Aristobnlus, an I the 
centers, have continued hitherto without suffer- rest with him, supplicate PetiMinns. S * Pt■tru¬ 
ing them to be transgressed, we dure not by any nitis.J partly on account of the pressing in-lances 

•This Alexander, ltie niahnrrh, or yovernor of die not seen I‘! doV I.eynt. ml Haiiim, otherwise he would 
Jews at Aleianririn, nnd brother to t’liilo, is supposed | hniillv have herein differed from him. 


by Bishop Pearson, in Art A post. p. 41. 42, lo I e the 
■arne with Hint Alexander who is mentioned by 
St. Luke, ns of Die kindred of the hlj»ti priests, Acts 
lv. 

t What Josephus here, nnd sect. f», relates ns done by 
the Jews, before seed-time, is in Philo, no* fnroffthe 
time vhrn the corn tea* ripe, who, ns f,e (Merc notes, 
differ here, one from another. This is another Indira- 


1 This Pu’iPns Petronius, w:i«, after i his,Mill president 
of Sy r ia under t’laudinv. and. at ihe desire of V'rii na, 
punished n severe decree ayaiuRt the ini ahitimlsofDo- 
rn,wl o, in n sori of iiiiimiion of Cains had set up a sta¬ 
tue of (MnudiiiS in n Jewish svnnyo lie there. This •(«- 
rrer* is ex’nut. h. xix.rli. vi. sect. 3, and yreally run hr ms 
1 1 e present nrronnis of Josephus, ns to t lie other decrees 
of Claudius, relatin'* to U e live Jewish affairs, h. >ix 


liou that Josephus, when he wrote this account, had , eh. v. seel. 2, 3, to which 1 refer Die inquisitive reader 
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which Ariatobulus and the rest with him made, 
and because of the great consequence of what 
they desired, and the earnestness wherewith 
they made their supplication; partly on account 
of the firmness of the opposition made by the 
Jews, which he saw, while he thought it a hor¬ 
rible thing for him to be such a slave to the mad¬ 
ness of Caius, as to slay so many ten thousand 
men, only because of their religious disposition 
towards God, and after that to pass his life in 
expectation of punishment: Petronius, I say, 
thought it much better to send to Caius, and to 
let hun know how intolerable it was to him to 
bear the anger he might have against him for 
not serving him sooner, in obedience to his epis¬ 
tle, for that perhaps he might persuade him: and 
that if this mad resolution continued, he might 
then begin the war against them; nay, that in 
case he should turn his hatred against himself, it 
was fit for virtuous persons even to die for the 
sake of such vast multitudes of men. Accord¬ 
ingly, he determined to hearken to the petition¬ 
ers in this matter. 

5. He then called the Jews together to Ti¬ 
berias, who came, many ten thousands io num¬ 
ber: he also placed that army he now had with 
him opposite to them; but did not discover his 
own meaning, but the commands of the emperor, 
and told them, that “his wrath would, without 
delay, be executed on such as had the courage 
to disobey what he had commanded, and this 
immediately; and that it was fit for him, who 
bad obtained so great a dignity by his grant, not 
to contradict him in any thing;” yet, said he, “ I 
do not think it just to have such a regard to my 
safety and honor, as to refuse to sacrifice them 
for your preservation, who are so many in num¬ 
ber, and endeavor to preserve the'regard that 
is due to your law, which, as it hath comedown 
to you from your forefathers, so do you esteem 
it worthy of your utmost contention to preserve 
it; nor, with the supreme assistance and power 
of God, will I be so hardy as to suffer your tem¬ 
ple to fall into contempt by the means of the im¬ 
perial authority. I will, therefore, send to Caius, 
and let him know what your resolutions are, and 
will assist your suit as far as I am able.; that you 
may not be exposed to suffer on account of the 
honest designs you have proposed to yourselves: 
and may God be your assistant, for his authority 
is beyond all the contrivance and power of men; 
and may he procure you the preservation of your 
ancient law's, and may nothebe deprived, though 
without your consent, of his accustomed honors. 
But if Caius be irritated, and turn the violence 
of his rage upon me, I will rather undergo all 
that danger and that affliction that may come 
either upon my body or my soul, than to see 
so many of you perish, while jon are acting in so 
excellent a manner. I)o you, therefore, every 
one of 3011 , go your way about your own occupa¬ 
tions, and fall to the cultivation of your ground; 
I will myself send to Home, and will not refuse 
to serve von in all things, both by myself and by 
my friends.” 

6 . When Petronius had said this, and had dis¬ 
missed the assembly of the Jews, he desired the 
principal of them to take care of their husban¬ 
dry, and to speak kindly to the people, and en¬ 
courage them to have a good hope of their af¬ 
fairs. Thus did he readily bring the multitude 
to be cheerful again. And now did God show 
his presence* to Petronius, and signify to him, 
that he would afford him his assistance in his 
whole design; lor he had no sooner finished the 
gpetch that he made to the Jews, but God sent 
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down great showers of rain, contrary to human 
expectation, for that day was a clear day, and 
gave no sign, by the appearance of the sky, of 
any rain; nay, the whole year had been subject 
to a great drought, and made men despairof any 
water from above, even when at any time they 
saw the heavens overcast with clouds; insomuch, 
that when such a great quantity of rain came, 
and that in an unusual manner, and without any 
other expectation of it, the Jews hoped that Pe¬ 
tronius would by no means fail in his petition for 
them. But as to Petronius, he was mightily sur¬ 
prised when he perceived that God evidently 
took care of the Jews, and gave very plain sign* 
of his appearance,! and this to such a degree, 
that those that were in earnest much inclined to 
the contrary, had no power left to contradict it. 
This was also among those other particular* 
which he wrote to Cains, which all tended to 
dissuade him, and by all means to entreat him 
not to make so many ten thousands of these men 
go distracted, whom if he should slay, (for with¬ 
out war they would by no means suffer the law* 
of their worship to be set aside,) he would lose 
the revenue they paid him, and would he public¬ 
ly cursed by them for all future ages. Moreover, 
that God, who was their governor, had shown 
his power most evidently on their account, and 
that such a power of his as left no room for 
doubt about it. And this was the business that 
Petronius was now engaged in. 

7. But king Agrippa, who now lived at Rome, 
was more and more in the favor of Caius; and 
when he had once made him a supper, and was 
careful to exceed all others, both in expenses 
and in such preparations as might contribute 
most to his pleasure; nav, it was so far from the 
ability of others, that Caius himself could never 
equal, much less exceed it, (such care had he 
taken beforehand to exceed all men, and particu¬ 
larly to make all agreeable to Ca?sar:) hereupon 
Caius admired his understanding and magnifi¬ 
cence, that he should force himself to do all to 
please him, even beyond such expenses as he 
could bear, and was desirous not to be behind 
with Agrippa in that generosity which he exert¬ 
ed in order to please him. So Caius, when he 
had drunk wine plentifully, and was merrier 
than ordinary, said thus during the feast, when 
Agrippa had drunk to him: “ l knew before now 
how great a respect thou hast had for me.f and 
how great kindness thou hast shown me, though 
with those hazards to thyself, which thou under- 
weutest under Tiberius on that account; nor 
hast thou omitted any thing to show thy good¬ 
will towards us, even beyond thy ability; whence 
it would be a base thing for me to be conquered 
by thy affection. I am, therefore, desirous to make 
thee amends for every thing in which I have 
been formerly deficient, for all that I have be¬ 
stowed on thee, that may be called my gifts, is 
but little. Kvery thing that may contribute to 
thy happiness shall be at thy service, and that 
cheerfully, and so far as inv ability will rench.’* 
And this was wlmt Caius said to Agrippa, think¬ 
ing he would ask for some large country, or the 
revenues of certain cities. But, although he had 
prepared beforehand what he would ask, yet 
had he not discovered his intentions, but made 
this answer to Caius immediately, that “it was 
not out of any expectation of gain tlint he former¬ 
ly paid his respects to him, contrary to the com¬ 
mands of Tiberius, nor did he now do any thing 
relating to him out of regard to his own advan¬ 
tage, and in order to receive any tiling from 
him: that the gifts lie had already bestowed 


* Josephus here uses the solemn New Testament anre at nil in that rase; which well deserves to b« 
words, -.-xpovmx ,and tytfu'.u,liepro-cace and appear taken notice of here, and greaily illustrates several 
ranee oftJod, for the manifestation of his power ami texts, loth in the Old and New Testaments, 
providence to I'etroiiins, hy sending rain in a time of f Seethe preceding note. 

distress, immediately upon tic resolution he had la- \ 'Phis behnvior of Caius to Aerippn is very like that 
ken to preserve the temple unpolluted at the hazard of Herod Antipas, hisuncle, to Hcrodias, Agrippa’* si*- 
of his own life, without anv other miraculous appear- i ter, about John the Baptist, Matt, xiv 6—11. 
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upon him were great, and beyond the hopes of 
•vtn a craving man; for, although they may be 
beneath thy power, [who art the donor,] yet are 
they greater than my inclination and dignity, 
who am the receiver." And, as Caius was as¬ 
tonished at Agrippa's inclinations, and still the 
more pressed him to make his request for some¬ 
what which he might gratify him with, Agrippa 
replied, “ Since thou, 0 my lord! declarest such 
is thy readiness to grant, that 1 am worthy of 
thv gifts, I will ask nothing relating to my own fe¬ 
licity; for what thou hast already bestowed on me 
has made me excel therein; but I desire some¬ 
what which may make thee glorious for piety, 
and render the Divinity assistant to thy designs, 
and may be for an honor to me among those 
that inquire about it, as showing that 1 never 
once fail of obtaining what I desire of thee; for 
inV petition is this, that thou wilt no longer think 
01 * tnc dedication of that statue which thou hast 
ordered to be set up in the Jewish temple by 
Petronius." 

8. And thus did Agrippa venture to cast the 
die upon this occasion, so great was the affair in 
his opinion, and in reality, though he knew how 
dangerous a thing it was to speak; for, had not 
Caius approved of it, it had tended to no less 
than the loss of his life. So Caius, who was 
mightily taken with Agrippa’s obliging beha¬ 
vior, and on other accounts thinking it a dis¬ 
honorable thing to be guilty of falsehood before 
so many witnesses, in points wherein he had with 
such alacrity forced Agrippa to become a peti¬ 
tioner, and that it would look as if lie had already 
repented of what he had said, and because he 
greatly admired Agrippa’9 virtue, in not desiring 
him at all to augment his own dominions, either 
with large revenues or other authority, but took 
care of the public tranquillity, of the laws, and of 
the Divinity itself, he granted him what he had 
requested. He also wrote thus to Petronius. 
conmiending him for assembling his army, and 
then consulting him about these affairs. “ If, 
therefore, (said he,) thou hast already' erected 
my statue, let it stand; but, if thou hast not yet 
dedicated it, do not trouble thyself farther about 
it, but dismiss thy army, go back, and lake care 
of those affairs which 1 scut thee about at first, 
for i have now no occasion for the erection of 
that statue. This I have granted as a favor to 
Agrippa, a man whom 1 honor so very greatly, 
that I am not able to contradict what he would 
have, or what he desired me to do for him." 
And this is what Caius wrote to Petronius, which 
was before be received his letter, informing him 
that the Jews were very ready to revolt about the 
«tatue,and that they seemed resolved to threaten 
war against the Romaos, and nothing else. When 
therefore Caius was much displeased that any 
attempt should be made against his government, 
as he was a slave to base and vicious actions on 
all occasions, and bad no regard to what was 
virtuous and honorable, and against whomso¬ 
ever he resolved to show his anger, and that for 
any cause whatsoever, he suffered not himself to 
be restrained by any admonition, but thought the 
indulging his anger to be a real pleasure, he 
wrote thus to Petronius: “Seeing thou esteem- 
e»t the presents made thee by the Jews to be of 
greater value than my commands, and art grown 
lusoUnt enough to be subservient to their plea¬ 
sure, 1 charge thee to become thy own judge, 
and to consider what thou art to do, now thou 
art under my di-pleasure; for 1 will make thee 
an example to the present and to all future nges, 
that they may not dare to contradict the com¬ 
mands of tht ir emperor." 

9. That was the epistle which Caius wrote to 
Petronius, but Petronius did not receive it while 
Caius was alive; that ship which carried it sailed 
so slow’, that other letters came to Petronius be¬ 
fore this, by which be understood that Caius was 


dead; for God would not forget the dangers Pe¬ 
tronius had undertaken on account of the Jews, 
and of his own honor. But when he had taken 
Caius away', out of his indignation of what he 
had so insolently attempted in assuming to him¬ 
self divine worship, both Rome and all that do¬ 
minion conspired with Petronius.especially those 
that were of the senatorian order, to give Caius 
his due reward, because he had been unmerciful¬ 
ly severe to them; for he died not long after he 
had written to Petronius that epistle which 
threatened him with death. But as for the occa¬ 
sion of his death, and the nature of the plot 
against him, I shall relate them in the progress 
of this narration. Now, that epistle which in¬ 
formed Petronius of Caius’s death, came first, 
and a little afterward came that which command¬ 
ed him to kill himself with his own hands.— 
Whereupon he rejoiced at this coincidence as to 
the death of Caius, and admired God’s provi¬ 
dence, who without the least delay-, and immedi¬ 
ately, gave him a reward for the regard he had 
to tile temple, and the assistance he afforded the 
Jews for avoiding the danger? they were in. And 
by this means Petronius escaped the danger of 
death, which he could not foresee. 

CHAP. IX. 

IVhal befell the Jews that were in Babylon , on 
occasion of A sine us and Anileus , iwo Brothers. 
$ 1. A VERY sad calamity now befell the Jews 
that were in Mesopotamia, and especially tiiose 
that dwelt in Babylonia. Inferior it was to none 
of the calamities which had gone before, and 
came together with a great slaughter of them, 
and that greater than any upon record before; 
concerning all which I shall speak accurately, 
and shall explain fSe occasions whence those 
miseries came upon them. There was a city in 
Babylonia caller! Neerda; not only a very’ popu¬ 
lous one, but one that had a good and a large 
territory about it, and, besides its other advan¬ 
tages, full of men also. It was, besides, not 
easily to be assaulted by enemies from the river 
Euphrates encompassing it all round, and from 
the walls that were built about it. There was 
also the city Nisibis, situate on the same current 
of the river. For which reason the Jews, de¬ 
pending on the natural strength of these place?, 
deposited in them that half shekel which every 
one, by the custom of our country, offers unto 
Clod, as well as they did other things devoted to 
him; for they made use of these cities as a trea¬ 
sury, whence, at a proper time, they were trans¬ 
mitted to Jerusalem; and many ten thousand 
men undertook the carriage of those donations, 
out of fear of the ravages of the Parthian.?, to 
whom the Babylonian? were then subject. Now. 
there were two men, Asineus and Anileus, of the 
city’ Neerda by birth, and brethren to one an 
other. They were destitute of a father, and their 
mother put them to learn the art of weaving cur¬ 
tain?, it not being esteemed a disgrace among 
them for men to be weavers of cloth. Now, he 
that taught them that art, and was set over 
them, complained that they came too late to 
their work, and punished them with stripes; but 
they took this just punishment as an affront, and 
carried off all the weapons which were kept in 
that house, which were not a few, and went into 
n certain place where was a partition of the ri¬ 
vers, and was a place naturally’ very' fit for the 
feeding of cattle, and for preserving such fruit* 
a? were usually’ laid up again-t winter. The poor¬ 
est sort of the young men also resorted to them, 
whom they armed with the weapons they had 
gotten, and became their captains; and nothing 
hindered them from being their leaders into mis¬ 
chief; for, as soon as they w’ere become invinci¬ 
ble, and had built them a citadel, they sent to 
such as fed cattle aud ordered them to pay them 
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so much tribute out of them as might be sufii- 
cient for their maintenance, proposing also that 
they would be their friends it they would submit 
to them, and that they would defend them from 
all their other enemies on every side, but that 
they would kill all the cattle of those that refu¬ 
sed to obey them. So they hearkened to their 
proposals, (for they could do nothing else,) and 
sent them as many sheep as were required of 
them, whereby their forces grew greater, and 
they became lords over all they pleased, because 
they marched suddenly, and die! them a mischief, 
insomuch, that every body who had to do with 
them, chose to pay them respect, and they be¬ 
came formidable to such as came to assault 
them, till the report ahout them came to the ears 
of the king of Parthia himself. 

2. But when the governor of Babylonia under¬ 
stood this, and had a mind to put a stop to them 
oefore they grew greater, and before greater mis- i 
chiefs should arise from them, he got together as 
great au army as he could, both of Partisans and 
Bab\ lonians, and inarched against them, think¬ 
ing to attack them, and destroy them before any 
one should carry them the news that he had got 
an army together. He then encamped at a lake, 
and lay still; but, on the next day, fit was the 
Sabbath, which is among- the Jews a day of rest 
from all sorts of work,) he supposed that the ene¬ 
my would not dare to tight him thereon, but that 
he would take them and carry them away prison¬ 
ers without fighting. He therefore proceeded 
gradually, and thought to fall upon them on the 
sudden. jYow Asineus was sitting with the rest, 
and their weapons lay by them; upon which he 
said, “Sirs, I hear a neighing of horses; not of 
such as are feeding, but such as have men on 
their backs; I also hear such a noise of their bri¬ 
dles, that I am afraid that some enemies are com¬ 
ing upon us to encompass us round. However, 
let somebody go to look about, and make report 
of what reality there is in the present state of 
things;* and may what I have said prove a false 
alarm.” And when he said this, some of them went 
to spy out what was the matter, and they came 
again immediately and said to him, that “neither 
hast thou been mistaken in telling us what our 
enemies were doing, nor will those enemies per¬ 
mit us to be injurious to people any longer. We 
are caught by their intrigues like brute beasts, 
and there is a large body of cavalry marching 
upon us, while we are destitute of hands to de¬ 
fend ourselves withal, because we are restrained 
from doing it by the prohibition of our law, which 
obliges us to rest [on this day.”] But Asineus 
did not by any means agree with the opinion of 
his spy as to what was to be done, but thought it 
more Hgreeable to the law to pluck up their spi¬ 
rits in this necessity they were fallen into, and 
oreak their law by avenging themselves, although 
they should die in the action, than by doing no¬ 
thing to please their enemies in submitting to be 
slain by them. Accordingly, he took up his wea¬ 
pons, and infused courage into those that were 
with him to act as courageously as himself. So 
they fell upon their enemies, and slew a great 
many of them, because they despised them, and 
came as to a certain victory, and put the rest to 
flight. 

3. But when the news of this fight came to the 
king of Parthia, he was surprised at the boldness 
of these brethren, and was desirous to see them, 
and speak with them. He therefore sent the most 
trusty of all his guards to say thus to them, “ That 
king Artabanus, although he hath been unjustly 

* *E»>i<rr»)*OTu>v is here, nml in very many other places 
of Josephus, immediately at hand, and is to he so ex¬ 
pounded, 2 Tlies. ii. 2, when some falsely pretended 
that St. Paul had said, either hy word of mouth, or by 
an epistle, or l>y both, that the day of Christ teas imme¬ 
diately at hand; for still St. Paul did then plainly think 
that day not very many years future. 
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treated by you, who have made an attempt against 
his government, yet hath he more regard to your 
courageous behavior than to the anger he bears 
to you, and hath sent me to give you his right 
haud,f and security, and he permits vou to come 
to him safely, and without any violence upon the 
road, and he wants to have you address your¬ 
selves to him as friends, without meaning any 
guile or deceit to you. He also promises to make 
you presents, and pay you those respects which 
will make an addition of his power to your cou¬ 
rage, and thereby be of advantage to you.” Yet 
did Asineu« himself put oil his journey thither, 
but sent his brother Auileus with all such pre¬ 
sents as he could procure. So he went, and was 
admitted to the king's presence; and when Arta¬ 
banus saw' Auileus coming alone, he inquired 
into the reason why Asineus avoided to come 
along with him; and when he understood that he 
was afraid, and stayed by the lake, he took an oath 
by the gods of his country, that he would do them 
no harm, if they came to him upon the assuran¬ 
ces he gave them, and gave them his right hand.}. 
This is of the greatest force there with all these 
barbarians, and affords a firm security to those 
who converse with them; for none of them will 
deceive you, when once they have given you 
their right hands, nor will any one doubt of their 
fidelity, when that is once given, even though 
they were before suspected of injustice. When 
Artabanus had done this, he sent away Anileus 
to persuade his brother to come to him. ISTow 
this the king did, because he wanted to curb his 
own governors of provinces by the courage of 
these Jewish brethren, lest they should make a 
league with them: for they were ready for a re¬ 
volt, and were disposed to rebel, bad they been 
sent on an expedition against them. He was also 
afraid, lest, when he was engaged in a war in or¬ 
der to subdue those governors of provinces thai 
had revolted, the party of Asineus, and those in 
Babylonia should be augmented, and either make 
war upon him when they should hear of that re¬ 
volt, or, if they should be disappointed in that 
case, they would not fail of doing farther mis¬ 
chief to him. 

4. When the king had these intentions, he sent 
away Anileus, and Auileus prevailed on his bro¬ 
ther [to come to the king,] when he had related 
to him the king’s good-will, and the oath that he 
had taken. Accordingly, they made haste to go 
to Artabanus, who received them, when they 
were come, with pleasure, and admired Asi- 
neus’s courage in the actions he had done, and 
this because he was a little man to see to, and at 
first sight appeared contemptible also, and such 
as one might deem a person of no value at all. 
lie also said to his friends, how, upon a com¬ 
parison, he showed his soul to be in all respects 
superior to his body; and when, as they were 
drinking together, lie once showed Asineus to 
Abdagascs, one of the generals of his army, and 
told Vim his name, and described the great 
courage he was of in war, and Abdagases had 
desired leave to kill him, and thereby to inflict on 
him a punishment for those injuries he had done 
to the Parthian government, the king replied, “ I 
will never give thee leave to kill a man who 
hath depended on mv faith, especially not nftcr 
I have sent him mv right hand, and endeavored 
to gain his belief by oaths made by the gods. 
But if thou beest a truly warlike man, thou 
standest not in need of mv perjury. Go thou 
then nnd avenge the Parthian government; attack 
this man, when he is returned back, nnd conquer 

| The joining of the right hands was esteemed among 
the Persians [nnd l’arihians] in pariiculnr, a most in¬ 
violable obligation to fidelity, as Hr. Hudson here ob¬ 
serves, and refers to iheeomineiiiary on Justin, b. xi. ch 
xv. for its confirmation. We often meet with the Ukt 
use of it in Josephus. 

X See the preceding note. 
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him bj the forces that are under thy command, 
without my privity.” Hereupon the king called 
for Asineus, and said to him, 11 It is time tor thee, 
O thou young man! to return home, and not 
provoke the indignation of the generals of my 
army in this place any farther, lest they attempt 
to murder thee, and that without my approba¬ 
tion. I commit to thee the country of Babylonia 
in trust, that it may, by thy care, be preserved 
free from robbers, and from other mischiefs. I 
have kept my faith inviolable to thee, and that 
not in trifling affairs, but in those that concerned 
thy safety, and do therefore deserve thou shouldst 
be kind to me.” When he had said this, and 
given Asineus some presents, he sent him away 
immediately; who, when he was come home, 
built fortresses, and became great in a little time, 
and managed tilings with such courage and suc¬ 
cess, as no other person, that had no higher a 
beginning, ever did before him. Those Parthian 
governors also, who were sent that way, paid 
him great respect; and the honor that was paid 
him by the Babylonians seemed to them too 
small, and beneath his deserts, although he were 
in no small dignity and power there; nay, indeed, 
all the affairs of Alesopotamia depended on him, 
and he more and more flourished in this happy 
conditiou of his for fifteen years. 

5. But as their affairs were in so flourishing a 
state, there sprang up a calamity among them 
on the following occasion. When once they had 
deviated from that course of virtue whereby 
they had gained so great a power, they affronted 
and transgressed the laws of their forefathers, 
and fell under the dominion of their lusts and 
pleasures. A certain Parthian, who came as 
general of an army into those parts, had a wife 
following him, who had a vast reputation for 
other accomplishments, and particularly was ad¬ 
mired above all other women for her beauty; 
Anileus, the brother of Asineus, either heard of 
that her beauty from others, or perhaps saw her 
nimsclf also, and so became at once her lever 
and her enemy; partly because he could not 
hope to enjoy this woman but by obtaining power 
over her as a captive, and partly because he 
thought he could not conauer his inclinations for 
her; as soon therefore as ner husband had been 
declared an enemy to them, and was fallen in 
the battle, the widow of the deceased was mar¬ 
ried to this her lover. However, this woman did 
not come into their house without producing 
great misfortunes both to Anileus himself, and to 
Asineus also, but brought great mischiefs upon 
them on the occasion following. Since she was 
led away captive, upon the death ofher husband, 
she concealed the images of those gods which 
were their country gods, common to her hus¬ 
band and to herself: now it is the custom* of 
that country for all to have the idols they wor¬ 
ship in their own houses, and to carry them along 
witn them when they go into a foreign land; 
agreeable to which custom of theirs she carried 
her idols with her. Now at first she performed 
her worship to them privately, but when she be¬ 
came Anileus’s married wife, she worshipped 
them in her accustomed manner, and w'ith the 
same appointed ceremonies which she used in 
her farmer husband’s days; upon which their 
most esteemed friends blamed him at first that 
he did not act after the manner of the Hebrews, 
nor perform what was agreeable to their laws, 
in marrying a foreign wife, and one that trans¬ 
gressed the accurate nppointments of their sacri¬ 
fices and religious ceremonies; that he ought to 
consider, lest by allowing himself in many plea¬ 
sures of the body, he might lose his principality, 
on account of the beauty of a wife, and that high 

•This custom of the Mesopotamians to carry their 
household gods alone with them wherever they travel¬ 
ed, is aa old as the days of Jacob, when Rachel his wife 
did the same, Gen. xxxi. 19, 30—3o; nor is it to pass here 


authority which, by God's blessing, he had ar¬ 
rived at. But, when they prevailed not at all 
upon him, he slew one of them for whom he had 
the greatest respect, because of the liberty he 
took with him; who, when he was dying out of 
regard to the laws, imprecated a punishment 
upon his murderer, Anileus, and upon Asineu 9 
also, and that all their companions might come to 
a like end from their enemies; upon the two first 
as the principal actors of this wickedness, ana 
upon the rest as those that would not assist him 
when he suffered in the defence of their laws. 
Now these latter were sorely grieved, yet did 
they tolerate these doings, because they remem¬ 
bered that they had arrived at their present 
happy state by no other means than their for¬ 
titude. But when they also heard of the worship 
of those gods whom the Parthians adore, they 
thought the injury that Anileus offered to their 
laws was to be borne no longer; and a great 
number of them came to Asineus, and loudly 
complained of Anileus. and told him that “ithad 
been well that he had of himself seen what was 
advantageous to them, but that however it was 
now high time to correct what had been done 
amiss, before the crime that had been committed 
proved the ruin of himself and of all the rest of 
them. They added, that the marriage of this 
woman was made without their consent, and 
without a regard to their own laws; and that the 
worship which this woman paid [to her gods] 
was a reproach to the God whom they wor¬ 
shipped.” Now Asineus was sersible of his bro¬ 
ther’s offence, that it had been already the cause 
of great mischiefs, and would be so for the time 
to come; yet did he tolerate the same from the 
good-will he had to so near a relation, and for¬ 
giving it to him, on account that his brother was 
quite overborne by his wicked inclinations. But 
as more and more still came about him every 
day, and the clamors about it became greater, 
be at length spake to Anileus about these cla¬ 
mors, reproving him for his former actions, 
and desiring him for the future to leave them off, 
and send the woman back to her relations. But 
nothing was gained by these reproofs: for as the 
woman perceived what a tumult was made among 
the people on her account, and was afraid for 
Anileus, lest he should come to any harm for his 
love to her, she infused poison into Asineus’s 
food, and thereby took him off, and was now se¬ 
cure of prevailing, when her lover was to be judge 
of what should be done about her. 

6. So Anileus took the government upon him¬ 
self alone, and led his army against the villages 
of Mithridntes, who was n man of principal au¬ 
thority in Parthia, and had married king Arta- 
banus’s daughter; he abo plundered them, and 
among that prey was founa much money, and 
many slaves, as also a great number of sheep, 
and many other things, which, when gained, 
make men’s condition happy. Now, when Mith- 
ridates, who was there at this time, heard that 
his villages were taken, he was very much dis¬ 
pleased to find that Anileus had first begun to in¬ 
jure him, and to affront him in his present dignity, 
when he had not offered any injury to him before¬ 
hand: and he got together the greatest body of 
horsemen he was able, and those out of that num¬ 
ber which were of an age fit for war, and came 
to fight Anileus; and when he was arrived at a 
certain village of his own, he lay still there, as 
intending to fight him on the day following, be¬ 
cause it was the Sabbath, the day on whicn the 
Jews rest. And when Anileus was informed of 
this by a Syrian stranger of another village, who 
not only gave him an exact account of other 
circumstances, but told him where Mithridates 

unobserved,what grcai miseries came on these Jews, be¬ 
muse they suffered one of their leaders to marry an 
idolatrous wife, contrary to the law of Moses. Of which 
matter, see the note on b. xix. ch. v. sect. 3. 
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would have a feast, he took his supper at a pro¬ 
per time, and marched by night, with an intent 
of falling upon the Parthians while they were 
unapprized what they should do; so he fell upon 
them about the fourth watch of the night, and 
some of them he slew while they were asleep, 
and others he put to flight, and took Mithridates 
alive, and set him naked upon an ass,* which, 
among the Parthians, is esteemed the greatest 
reproach possible. And when he had brought 
him into a wood with such a resolution, and nis 
friends desired him to kill Mithridates, he soou 
told them his own ruind to the contrary, and 
said, that “it was not right to kill a man who 
was one of the principal tamilies among the Par¬ 
thians, and greatly honored with matching into 
the royal family; that so far as they had hither¬ 
to gone was tolerable; for although they had in¬ 
jured Mithridates, yet if they preserved his life, 
this benefit would be remembered by him to the 
advantage of those that gave it him, but that if 
he were once put to death, the king would not be 
at rest till he had made a great slaughter of the 
Jews that dwelt at Babylon; to whose safety we 
ought to have a regard, both on account of our 
relation to them, and because if any misfortune 
befall us, we have no other place to retire to, 
since he hath gotten the flower of their youth 
under him.” By this thought, and this speech of 
his made in council, he persuaded them to act ac¬ 
cordingly, so Mithridates w’as let go. But, when 
he was got away, his wife reproached him, that 
although he was son-in-law to the king, he neg¬ 
lected to avenge himself on those that had injur¬ 
ed him, while he took no care about it. but was 
contented to have'been made a captive by the 
Jews, and to have escaped them; and she bade 
him either go back like a man of courage, or 
else she swore by the gods of their royal family, 
that she would certainly dissolve her marriage 
with him.” Upon which, partly because he 
could not bear the daily trouble of her taunts, 
and partly because he was afraid of her inso¬ 
lence, lest she should in earnest dissolve her mar¬ 
riage, he unwillingly, and against his inclina¬ 
tion?, got together again as great an army as he 
could, and marched along with them, as himself 
thinking it a thing not to be borne any longer, 
that he, a Parthian, should owe his preservation 
to the Jews, when they had been too hard for 
him in the war. 

7. But as soon as Anileus understood that Mi¬ 
thridates was marching with a great army against 
him, he thought it too ignominious a thing to 
tarry about the lakes, and not to take the first op¬ 
portunity of meeting his enemies, and he hoped to 
nave the same success, and to beat their enemies 
as they did before; as also he ventured boldly 
upon the like attempts. Accordingly, he led out 
his army, and a great many more joined them¬ 
selves to that army, in order to betake them¬ 
selves to plunder tfie people, and in order to ter¬ 
rify the enemy again bv their numbers. But 
when they had marched ninety furlongs, while 
the road had been through dry [and sandy] 
places, and about the midst of the day, they 
were become very thirsty; and Mithridates ap¬ 
peared, and fell upon them, as they were in dis¬ 
tress for want of water, on which account, and 
on account of the time of the day, they were not 
able to bear their weapons. So Anileus and his 
men were put to an ignominious rout, while men 
in despair were to attack those that were fresh 
and in good plight; so a great slaughter wits made, 
and many ten thousand men fell. Now Anileus, 
and all that stood firm about him, ran away as 
fast as they were able, into a wood, and afforded 
Mithridates the pleasure of having gained a great 
victory over them. But there now came to Aui- 

* This custom in Syria and Mesopotamia, of setting 
men upon an ass, by way of dis-jrace, is still kept up at 
Damascus in Syria; where, in order to show their de* 
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leus a conflux of bad men, who regarded their 
own lives very little, if they might but gain some 
present ease, insomuch that they, by thus coming 
to him, compensated the multitude of those that 

f ierished in the fight. Yet were not these men 
ike to those that fell, because they were rash, 
and unexercised in war; however, with these he 
came upon the villages of the Babylonians, and 
a mighty devastation of all things was made there 
by the injuries that Anileus did them. So the 
Babylonians, and those that had already been in 
the war, sent to Neerda to the Jews tnere, and 
demanded Anileus. But, although they did not 
agree to their demands, (for if they had been 
willing to deliver him up, it was not in their pow¬ 
er so to do,) yet did they desire to make peace 
with them. To which the other replied, that 
they also wanted to settle conditions of peace 
with them, and sent men together with the Ba¬ 
bylonians, who discoursed with Anileus about 
them. But the Babylonians, upon taking a view 
of his situation, and' having learned where Ani¬ 
leus and his men lay, fell secretly upon them as 
they were drunk, and fallen asleep, and slew all 
that they caught of them, without any fear, and 
killed Anileus himself also. 

8. The Babylonians were now freed from Ani- 
leus’s heavy incursions, which bad be-en a great 
restraint to the effects of that hatred they bore 
to the Jews, for they were almost always at va¬ 
riance, by reason of'the contrariety of their laws; 
and which party soever grew boldest before the 
other, they assaulted the other; and at this time 
in particular it was, that upon the ruin of Ani- 
leus’s partv, the Babylonians attacked the Jews, 
which made those Jews so vehemently to resent 
the injuries they received from the Babylonians, 
that being neither able to fight them, nor bear¬ 
ing to live with them, they went to Seleucia, the 
principal city of those parts, w hich was built bv 
Seleucus Nicator. It was inhabited by many of 
the Macedonians, but by more of the Grecians; 
not a few of the Syrians also dwelt there; and 
thither did the Jews fly, and lived there five 
years, without any misfortunes. But on the sixth 
year, a pestilence came upon those at Babylon, 
which occasioned new removals of men's habita¬ 
tions out of that city; and because they came to 
Seleucia, it happened that a still heavier cala¬ 
mity came upon them on that account, w'hich I 
am going to relale immediately. 

9. Now the way of living of the people of Se¬ 
leucia, who were Gieeks and Syrians, was com¬ 
monly quarrelsome, and full of discords, though 
the Greeks were too hard for the Syrians. When, 
therefore, the Jews were come thither and dwelt 
among them, there arose a sedition, and the Sy¬ 
rians were too hard for the other, and by the 
assistance of the Jews, who are men that dvspise 
dangers, and very ready to fight upon any occa¬ 
sion. Now, when the Greeks had the worst in 
this sedition, and saw that they had but one way 
of recovering their former authority, and that 
was, if they could prevent the agreement be¬ 
tween the Jews and Ine Syrians, they every one 
discoursed with such of the Syrians as were 
formerly their acquaintance, and* promised they 
would be at peace and friendship with them. Ac¬ 
cordingly, they gladly agreed so to do; nnd 
when tills was done by the principal men of both 
nations, they soon agreed to a reconciliation, 
and when they were so agreed, they both knew 
that the great design of such their union would 
be their common hatred to the Jews. Accord- 
ingly, they fell upon them, and slew about fitly 
thousand of them ; nav, the Jews were all de¬ 
stroyed, excepting a few who escaped, by the 
compassion wnich their friends or neighbors af¬ 
forded them, in order to let them fly away. 

spite asainst the Christians, the Turks will not sutler 
them lo hire horses, hut asses onlv.when theyjo abroad 
to see the country, as Mr. Maundrell assures us, p. 1SS. 
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These retired to Ctesiphon, a Grecian city, and 
situate near to Selencia, where the king [of Par- 
ihia] lives in winter every year, and where the 

f reatest part of his riches are reposited, but the 
ews haa here no certain settlement, those of 
Scleucia having- little concern for the king’s ho¬ 
nor. Now the whole nation of the Jews were 
in fear both of the Babylonians and of the Se- 
leucians, because all the Syrians that lived in 


those places agreed with the Seleucians in the 
war against the Jews: so the most of them ga¬ 
thered themselves together, and went to Neerda 
and Nisibi-s, and obtained security there by the 
strength of those cities; besides which their in¬ 
habitants, who were a great many, were all war¬ 
like men. And this was the state of the Jews at 
this time in Babylonia. 


BOOK XIX. 

CONTAINING TIIE INTERVAL OF THREE YEARS AND A HALF.—FROM THE DEPARTURE 
( OF THE JEWS OUT OF BABYLON, TO FA DUS, THE ROMAN PROCURATOR. 


CHAP. 1. 

How Cains was slain by Ckerea.* 

} 1. Now this Caiusf did not demonstrate his 
madness in offering injuries only to the Jews at 
Jerusalem, or to those that dwelt in the neigh¬ 
borhood, but suffered it to extend itself through 
all the earth and sea, so far as was in subjection 
to the Romans, and filled it with ten thousand 
mischiefs, so many indeed in number as no for¬ 
mer history relates. But Rome itself felt the. 
most dismal effects of what he did, while he 
deemed that not to be any way more honorable 
than the rest of the cities; but he pulled and haul¬ 
ed its other citizens, but especially the senate, 
and particularly the nobility, and such as had 
been dignified by illustrious ancestors; he also had 
ten thousand devices against such of the eques¬ 
trian order, as it was styled, who were esteemed 
by the citizens equal in dignity and wealth with 
the senators, because out of tnem the senators 
were themselves chosen; these he treated after 
an ignominious manner, and removed them out of 
his way, while they were at once slain, aud their 
wealth plundered; and because he slew men gene¬ 
rally in order to seize on their riches. He also 
asserted his own divinity, and insisted on greater 
honors to be paid hirn by his subjects, than are 
due to mankind, lie also frequented that tem¬ 
ple of Jupiter which they style the Capitol, which 
is with them the most holy of all temples, and 
bad boldness enough to call himself the brother 
of Jupiter. And other pranks he did like a mad¬ 
man; as when he laid a bridge from the city of 
Dicearchia, which belongs to Campania, to Mi- 
senum, another city upon the seaside, from one 

[ womontory to another, of the length of thirty fur- 
ongs, as measured over the sea. And this was 
done because he esteemed it to be a most tedious 
thing to row over it in a small ship, and thought 
withal, that it became him to make that bridge, 
since he was lord of the sea, and might oblige it 
to give marks of obedience as well as the earth: 
so ne enclosed the whole bay within his bridge, 
and drove his chariot over it, and thought that, 
as he was a god, it was fit for him to travel over 
such roads as this was. Nor did he abstain from 
the plunder of any of the Grecian temples, and 
gave order that all the engravings and sculp¬ 
tures, and the rest of the ornaments of the sta¬ 
tues and donations therein dedicated, should be 
brought to him, saying, that “ the best things 
ought to be set nowhere but in the best place, and 
that the city of Rome was that best place.” He 
also adorned his own house and his gardens with 
the curiosities hrought from those temples, toge¬ 
ther with the house* he lay at when he travelled 
all over Italy; whence he did not scruple to give 
a command, that the statue of Jupiter Olympius, 

* In this and the three next chnpters.we have, I think, 
« larger and more distinct arcouni of lbe slaughter of 
Calus, and the succession of Claudius, than we have of 
any such ancient fart9 whatsoever elsewhere. Pome of 
the occasions of which probably were, Josephus’s bitter 
haired against tyranny, and the pleasure he took in giv- 
!r»v the history of the slaughter of surh a ! arlmrous ty¬ 
rant a: *vas this Cams Caligula, as also the deliverance 


so called because he was honored at the Olym¬ 
pian games by the Greeks, which was the work 
of Phidias the Athenian, should be brought to 
Rome. Yet did not he compass his end, because 
the architects told Memmius Regulus, who was* 
commanded to remove that statue of Jupiter, 
that the workmanship was such as would be 
spoiled, and would not bear the removal. It was 
also reported that Memmius, both on that account, 
and on account of some such mighty prodigies 
as are of an incredible nature, put off the taking 
it down, and wrote to Caius those accounts, as 
his apology for not having done what his epistle 
required of him; and that when he was thence 
in danger of perishing, he was saved by Caius 
being dead himself, before he had put him to death. 

2. Nay, Caius’s madness came to this height, 
that when he had a daughter born, he carried 
her into the Capitol, and put her upon the knee 
of the statue, and said, “that the child was com¬ 
mon to him and to Jupiter, and determined 
that she had two fathers, but which of these fa¬ 
thers was the greatest, he left undetermined;” 
and yet mankind bore with him in such his pranks. 
He also gave leave to slaves to accuse their roas¬ 
ters of any crimes whatsoever they pleased; for 
all such accusations were terrible, because they 
were in great part made to please him, and at 
his suggestion, insomuch that Pollux, Claudius’s 
slave, nad the boldness to lay an accusation against 
Claudius himself, and Caius was not ashamed to be 
present at his trial of life and death, to hear that 
trial of his own uncle, in hopes of being able to 
take him off, although he did not succeed to his 
mind. But when he had filled the whole habita¬ 
ble world, which he governed, with false accusa¬ 
tions and miseries, and had occasioned the great¬ 
est insults of slaves against their masters, who, 
indeed, in a great measure ruled them, there 
were many secret plots now laid against him, 
some in anger, and in order for men to revenge 
themselves, on account of the miseries they had 
already undergone from him; and others made 
attempts upon him, in order to take him off, he- 
fore they should fall into such great miseries; 
while his death came very fortunately for the 
preservation of the laws of all men, and hod a great 
inlluence upon the public welfare; and this hap¬ 
pened most happily for our nation in particular, 
which had almost utterly perished if he had not 
been suddenly slain. And I confess 1 have a mind 
to give a full account of this matter, particularly 
because it will afford great assurance of the pow¬ 
er of God, and great comfort to those that are 
under afflictions, and wise caution to those who 
think their happiness will never end, nor bring 
them at leDgth to the most lasting miseries, it 
they do not conduct their lives by the principle* 
of virtue. 

hisown nation had by thatslaughter.of which he speak* 
sect. 2, together with the great intimacy he had with 
Agrippa junior, whose father was deeply concerned im 
the advancement of Claudius, upon the death of Calu*; 
from which Agrippa junior, Josephus might be fully In¬ 
formed of this history. 

f Called Caligula by the Romans. 
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3. Now there were three several conspiracies 
made, in order to take oil" Caius, and each of 
these three was conducted by excellent persons. 
Eiuilius Regulus, born at Corduba, in Spain, got 
some men together, and was desirous to take 
Caius oil either by them, or by himself. Another 
conspiracy there was laid by them, under the 
conduct of Cherea Cassius, the tribune [of the 
Petronian band 5 ] Aiiuucianus Annius was also 
one of great consequence among those that were 
prepared to oppose his tyranny. Now the seve¬ 
ral occasions of these men’s hatred and conspi¬ 
racy against Caius were these: Regulus had in¬ 
dignation and hatred against all injustice, for he 
had a mind naturally angry, and bold, aud free, 
which made him not conceal his counsels; so he 
communicated them to many of his friends, and 
to others, w ho seemed to him persons of activity 
and vigor; Minucianus entered into this conspi¬ 
racy, because of the injustice done to Lipidus, 
his particular friend, and one of the best charac¬ 
ter of all the citizens, whom Caius had slain, 
as also because he was afraid of himself, since 
Caius’s wrath tended to the slaughter of all 
alike, and for Cherea, he came in, because he 
thought it a deed worthy of a free ingenuous man 
to kill Caius, and vvas ashamed of the reproaches 
he lay under from Caius, as though he were a 
coward; as also because he was himself in dan¬ 
ger every day from his friendship with him, and 
the observance he paid him. These men propo¬ 
sed this attempt to all the rest that were con¬ 
cerned, who saw the injuries that were offered 
them, and were desirous that Caius’s slaughter 
might succeed by their mutual assistance ot one 
another, that they might themselves escape 
being killed by the removal of Caius; that per¬ 
haps they should gain their point, and that it 
would be a happy thing if they should gain it, to 
approve themselves to so many excellent persons 
as earnestly wished to be partakers with them 
in their design, for the delivery of the city and 
of the government, even at the hazard of their 
own lives. Hut still Cherea was the most zealous 
of them all, both out of a desire of getting him¬ 
self the greatest name, and also by reason of his 
access to Caius’s presence with less danger, be¬ 
cause he was tribune, and could therefore the 
more easily kill him. 

4. Now at this time came on the horse-races 
[Circensian games,] the view of which games 
was eagerly desired by the people of Rome, for 
they come with great alacrity into the hippo¬ 
drome [circus] at such times, and petition their 
emperors, in great multitudes, for what they 
stand in need of; who usually did not think fit to 
deny them their requests, but readily and grate- 
fully granted them. Accordingly they most im¬ 
portunately desired, that Caius would now ease 
them in their tributes, and abate somewhat of 
the rigor of the taxes imposed upon them; but 
he would not hear theirpetition ; and, when their 
clamors increased, he sent soldiers, some one 
way, and some another, and gave order that they 
should lay hold on those that made the clamors, 
and, without any more ado, bring them out, and 
put them to death. These were Caius’s com¬ 
mands, and those who were commanded execu¬ 
ted the same; aud the number of those who were 
slain on this occasion was very great. Now the 
people saw this, and bore it so far, that they left 
off clamoring, because they saw lvith their own 
eyes, that this petition to be relieved, as to the 
payment of their money, brought immediate 
death upon them. These things made Cherea 
more resolute to go on with his plot, in order to 

E ut an end to this barbarity of Caius against men. 

le then, at several times, thought to fall upon 
Caius even as he was feasting; yet did he re¬ 
strain himself by some considerations; not that 
he had any doubt on him about killing him, but 
as watching for a proper season, that the attempt 
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might not be frustrated, but that he might give 
the blow so as might certainly ga.n his purpose. 

5. Cherea had been in the army a long time, 
yet was he not pleased with conversing so much 
with Caius. Rut Caius had sent him to require 
the tributes, and other dues, which, when not 
paid in due time, were forfeited to Caesar’s trea¬ 
sury; and he had made some delays in requiring 
them, because those burdens had been doubled, 
and had rather indulged his own mild disposi¬ 
tion, than performed Caius’s command; nay, in¬ 
deed, he provoked Caius to anger by his sparing 
men, and pitying the hard fortunes of those from 
whom he demanded the taxes, and Caius up¬ 
braided him with his sloth and effeminacy in 
being so long about collecting the taxes. And 
indeed he did not only affront him in other re¬ 
spects, but when he gave him the watchword of 
tiie day, to whom it was to be given by his place, 
he gave him feminine words, and those of a na¬ 
ture very reproachful; and these watchwords be 
gave out, as having been initiated in the secret* 
of certain mysteries, which he had been himself 
the author of. Now, although he had sometimes 
put on women’s clothes, and had been wrapt in 
some embroidered garments to them belonging, 
and done a great many other things, in order to 
make the company mistake him for a woman; 
yet did he. by way of reproach, object the like 
womanish behavior to Cherea. But when Che¬ 
rea received the watchword from him, he had 
indignation at it, but had greater indignation at 
the delivery of it to others, as being laughed at by 
those that received it; insomuch that his fellow- 
tribunes made him the subject of their drollery; 
lor they would foretell that he would bring them 
some of his usual watchwords when he was 
about to take the watchword from Caesar, and 
would thereby make him ridiculous?; on which 
accounts he took the courage of assuming cer¬ 
tain partners to him, as having just reasons for 
his indignation against Caius. Now there was 
one Pompedius, a senator, and one who had 
gone through almost all posts in the government, 
but otherwise an epicurean, and for that reason 
loved to lead an inactive life. Now Timidius, an 
enemy of his, had informed Caius that he had 
used indecent reproaches against him, and he 
made use of Quintilia, for a witness to them; a 
woman she was, much beloved by many that fre¬ 
quented the theatre, and particularly by Pompe- 
aius, on account of her great beauty. Now this 
woman thought it a horrible thing to attest to an 
accusation that touched the lite of her lover, 
which was also a lie. Timidius, however, wanted 
to havo her brought to the torture. Caius was 
irritated at this reproach upou him, and com¬ 
manded Cherea, without any delay, to torture 
Quintilia, as he used to employ Cherea in such 
bloody matters, and those that required the tor¬ 
ture, because he thought he would do it the more 
barbarously, in order to avoid that imputation uf 
effeminacy which he had laid upon him. But 
Quintilia, when she was brouglit to the rack, 
trod upon the foot of one of her associates, and 
let him know, that he might be of good courage, 
and not be afraid of the consequence of her tor¬ 
tures; for that she would bear them with magna¬ 
nimity. Cherea tortured this woman after a 
cruel manner: unwillingly indeed, but because 
he could not help it. lie then brought her, with¬ 
out being in the least moved at what she had 
suffered, into the presence of Caius, and that in 
such a state as was sad to behold; and Caius, 
being somewhat affected with the sight uf Quin¬ 
tilia, who had her body miserably disordered by 
the pains she had undergone, freed both her and 
Pompedius of the crime laid to their charge. He 
also gave her money to make her an honorable 
amends, and comfort her for that maiming of her 
body which she had suffered; and for her glori¬ 
ous patience under such unsufferable torments. 
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6. This matter sorely grieved Cherea, as hav¬ 
ing been the cause, as far as he could, or the in¬ 
strument, of those miseries to men, which seem¬ 
ed worthy of consolation to Cuius himself; on 
which account he said to Clement nnd to Papi¬ 
nius, (of whom Clement was general of the army, 
and Papinius was a tribune,) “To be sure, Cle- 
m?nt. have noway failed in our guarding the 
empeior; for as to those that have made conspi¬ 
racies against his government, some have been 
■lain by our care and pains, and some have been 
by us tortured, and this to such a degree, that he 
hath himself pitied them. How great then is 
our virtue in submitting to conduct his armies!” 
Element held his peace, but showed the shame 
he was under in obeying Caius’s orders, both by 
his eyes and his blushing countenance, while he 
thought it by no means right to accuse the empe¬ 
ror in express words, lest their own safety should 
be endangered thereby. Upon which Cherea 
took courage, and spone to nim without fear of 
the dangers that were before him, and discoursed 
largely of the sore calamities under which the 
city and the government then labored, and said, 
“YVe may indeed pretend in words, that Caius 
is the person unto whom the cause of such mise¬ 
ries ought to be imputed; but, in the opinion of 
such as are able to judge uprightly, it is I, O Cle¬ 
ment, and this Papinius, and before us thou thy¬ 
self, who bring these tortures upon the Romans, 
and upon all mankind. It is not done by our 
being subservient to the commands of Caius, but 
it is done by our own consent; for whereas it is 
in our power to put an end to the life of this 
man, wno hath so terribly injured the citizens 
and his subjects, we are his guard in mischief 
and his executioners instead of his soldiers, and 
are the instruments of his cruelty. We bear the 
weapons, not for our liberty, not for the Roman 
overnment, but only for his preservation, who 
ath enslaved both their bodies and their minds; 
and we are every day polluted with the blood 
that wc shed, and the torments we inllict upon 
Others; and this we do, till somebody becomes 
Caius’s instrument in bringing the like miseries 
upon ourselves. Nor does he thus employ us, 
because he hath a kindness for us, but rather be¬ 
cause he hath a suspicion of us, as also because 
when abundance more have been killed, (for 
Caius w'ill set no bounds to his wrath, since he 
aims to do all, not out of regard to justice, but to 
his own pleasure,) we shall also ourselves be ex¬ 
posed to his cruelty; whereas wc ought to be the 
means of confirming the security and liberty of 
all, and at the same time to resolve to free our¬ 
selves from dangers.” 

7. Hereupon Clement openly commended Che- 
rea’s intentions; but bade him “ hold his tongue; 
for that in case his words should get out nmon^ 
many, and such things should be spread abroad 
as were fit to be concealed, the plot would come 
to be discovered before it was executed, and 
they should be brought to punishment: but that 
they should leave all to futurity, and the hope 
which then arose, tliajt some fortunate event 
would come to their assistance: that, as for him¬ 
self, his age would not permit him to make any 
attempt in that case. However, although per- 
hups 1 could suggest what may be safer than 
whut thou, Cherea, hast contrived and said, yet 
how is it possible for nny one to suggest what is 
more for thy reputation!” So Clement went his 
way home, with deep reflections on what he had 
heard, and what he had himself said. Cherea 
was also under a concern, and went quickly to 
Cornelius Sabinus, who was himself one of the 
tribunes, and whom lie otherwise knew to be a 
worthy man, nnd u lover of liberty, nud on thnt 
account very uneasy at the present mnuagciuent 
of public affairs, he being desirous to come im¬ 
mediately to the execution of what had been de¬ 
termined, and thinking it right for him to pro¬ 


pose it to the other, and afraid lest Clement 
should discover them, and besides looking upon 
delays and puttings oil' to be next to desisting 
from the enterprise. 

8. But as all was agreeable to Sabinus, who 
had himself, equally with Cherea, the same de¬ 
sign, but had been silent for wmnt of a person to 
whom he could safely communicate that design; 
so having now met with one, who not only pro¬ 
mised to conceal what he heard, but who had al¬ 
ready opened his mind to him, he was much 
more encouraged, and desired of Cherea, that no 
delay might be made therein. Accordingly they 
went to Miuucianus, who was as virtuous a man, 
and as zealous to do glorious actions as them¬ 
selves, and suspected by Caius on occasion of 
the slaughter of Lcpidus; for Minucianus and 
Lcpidus were intimate friends, and both in fear 
of the dangers that they were under; for Caius 
w r as terrible to all the great men, as appearing 
ready to act a mad part towards each of them 
in particular, and towards all of them in general: 
und these men w’ere afraid of one another, while 
they were yet uneasy at the posture of aflairs, 
but avoided to declare their mind and their ha¬ 
tred against Caius to one another, out of fear of 
the dangers they might be in thereby, although 
they perceived by other means their mutual ha¬ 
tred against Caius, and on that account were not 
averse to mutual kindness one towards another. 

9. When Minucianus and Cherea had met to¬ 
gether, and saluted one another, (as they had 
been used in former conversations to give the 
upper hand to Minucianus, both on account of his 
eminent dignity, for he was the noblest of all the 
citizens, and highly commended by all men, 
especially when he made speeches to them,) 
Minucianus began first, and asked Cherea, what 
was the w r atcnword he had received that day 
from Caius! for the affront which was oflered 
Cherea, in giving the watchwords, was famous 
over the city. But Cherea made no delay, so 
long as to reply to that question, out of the joy 
he had that Minucianus would have such confi¬ 
dence in him as to-discoursc with him. “But 
do thou (said he) give me the watchword of 
Liberty. And I return thee my thanks, that thou 
hast so greatly encouraged me to exeri myself 
after an extraordinary manner; nor tlo I stand 
in need of many w f ords to encourage me, since 
both thou nnd I are of the same mind, and par¬ 
takers of the same resolutions, and this before 
we have conferred together. I have indeed but 
one. sword girt on,but this one will serve us both. 
Come on, therefore, let us set about the work., 
Do thou go first, if thou hast a mind, and bid me 
follow thee, or else I will go first, and thou shalt 
assist me, and we will assist one another, and 
trust one another. Nor is there n necessity for 
even one sword to such as have a mind disposed 
to such works, by which mind the sword uses to 
he successful. I am zealous about this nclion. 
nor am I solicitous what I may myself undergo: 
for I am not at leisure to consider the dangers 
that may come upon myself, so deeply am I trou¬ 
bled at the slavery our once free country is now 
under, nnd at the contempt cast upon our excellent 
laws, and at the destruction which hangs over 
all men by the means of Cuius. I wish that I 
may be judged by thee, and that thou mayest 
esteem me worthy of credit in these matters, 
seeing wc nrc both of the same opinion, and 
there is herein no difference between us.” 

10. When Minucianus saw the vchcmency with 
which Cheren delivered himself, he gladly em¬ 
braced him, and encouraged him in his bold at¬ 
tempt, commending him, nnd embracing him; so 
he let him go with his good wishes; and some 
affirm, that ne thereby confirmed Minucianus in 
the prosecution of what had been agreed among 
them; for, a 9 Cherea entered into the court, the 
repnrt runs, that a voice came from among the 
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multitude to encourage him, which bade him 
fiaish what he was about, and take the opportu¬ 
nity that Providence afforded: and that Cherea 
at first suspected that some one of the conspira¬ 
tors had betrayed him, and he was caught, but 
at length perceived that it was by way of ex¬ 
hortation. Whether somebody,* that was con- 
ecious of what he was about, gave a signal for 
his encouragement, or whether it were God him¬ 
self, who looks upon the actions of men, that en¬ 
couraged him to go on boldly in his design, is 
uncertain. The plot was now communicated to 
a great many, and they were all in their armor; 
some of the conspirators being senators, and 
some of the equestrian order, and as many of the 
soldiery as were made acquainted with it, for 
there was not one of them who would not reckon 
it a part of his happiness to kill Caius, and on 
that account they were all very zealous in the 
affair, by what means soever any one could come 
at it, that he might not be behindhand in these 
virtuous designs, but might be ready with all his 
alacrity or power, both by words and actions, to 
complete this slaughter of a tyrant. And be¬ 
sides these, Callistus also, who was a freed-man 
of Caius, and was the only man that had arrived 
at the greatest degree of power under him; such 
a power, indeed, as was in a manner equal to 
the power of the tyrant himself, by the dread 
that all men had of him, and by the great riches 
he had acquired; for he took bribes most plente- 
ously, and committed injuries without bounds, 
and was more extravagant in the use of his pow¬ 
er in unjust proceedings, than any other; be also 
knew the disposition of Caius to be implacable, 
and never to be turned from what he had re¬ 
solved on. He had withal many other reasons 
why he thought himself in danger, and the vast¬ 
ness of his wealth was not one of the least of 
fhem; on which account he privately ingratiated 
himself with Claudius, and transferred his court¬ 
ship to him, out of this hope, that in ease, upon 
the removal of Caius, the government should 
come to him. his interest in such changes should 
lay a foundation for his preserving his dignity 
under him, since he laid in beforehand a stock of 
merit, and did Claudius good offices in his pro¬ 
motion. He had also the boldness to pretend, that 
he had been persuaded to make away with Clau¬ 
dius, by poisoning him, but had still invented ten 
thousand excuses for delaying to do it. But it 
seems probable to me, that Callistus only coun¬ 
terfeited this, in order to ingratiate himself with 
Claudius, for if Caius had been in earnest re¬ 
solved to take off Claudius, he would not have 
admitted of Callistus’s excuses, nor would Cal¬ 
listus, if he had been enjoined to do such an act 
as was desired by Caius, have put it oti, nor, if he 
had disobeyed those injunctions of his master, 
had he escaped immediate punishment: while 
Claudius was preserved from the madness of 
Caius by a certain Divine Providence, and Callis¬ 
tus pretended to such a piece of merit as he no¬ 
way deserved. 

11. However, the execution of Cherea’s de¬ 
signs was put off from day to day, by the sloth 
ot many therein concerned; for as to Cherea 
himselt, he would not willingly make any delay 
in that execution, thinking every time a jit time 
for it; for frequent opportunities offered them¬ 
selves; as when Caius went up to the capitol to 
sacrifice for his daughter, or when he stood upon 
his royal palace and threw gold and silver pieces 
of money among the people, he might be pushed 
dowvn headlong, because the top of the palace, 
that looks towards the market-place, was very 
high; and also when he celebrated the mys¬ 
teries, which he had appointed at that time; for 

* Just such a voice, as this is related to he, came, and 
that from an unknown original also, to the famous Poly¬ 
carp, as he was going to martyrdom, bidding him “ play 
the man;” as the church of Smyrna assures us in the 
accounts of that his martyrdom, sect. 9. 
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he was then noway secluded from the people, 
but solicitous to do every thing carefully and de¬ 
cently, and was free from all suspicion that h* 
should be then assaulted by aDy body; and al¬ 
though the gods should afford him no divine as¬ 
sistance to enable him to take away his life, yet 
had he strength himself sufficient to despatch 
Caius, even without a sword: thus was Cherea 
angry at his fellow-conspirators, for fear they 
should suffer a proper opportunity to pass by; 
and they were tnemselves sensible that he had 
just cause to be angry at them, and that his 
eagerness was for their advantage; yet did they 
desire he would have a little longer patience, 
lest, upon any disappointment they might meet 
with, they should put the city into disorder, and 
an inquisition should be made after the conspi¬ 
racy, and should render the courage of those 
that were to attack Caius without success, while 
he would then secure himself more carefully 
than ever against them; that it would therefore 
be the best to set about the work when the shows 
were exhibited in the palace. These shows 
were acted in honor of thatCaesarf who first of 
all changed the popular government, and trans¬ 
ferred it to himself; galleries being fixed before 
the palace, where the Romans that were patri¬ 
cians became spectators, together with their chil¬ 
dren and their wives, and Caesar himself was to 
be also a spectator; and they reckoned, among 
those many ten thousands, who would there be 
crowded into a narrow compass, they should have 
a favorable opportunity to make their attempt 
upon him as he came in; because his guards 
that should protect him, if any of them should 
have a mind to do it, would not here be able to 
give him any assistance. 

12. Cherea consented to this delay, and when 
the shows were exhibited, it was resolved to do 
the work the first day. But fortune, which al¬ 
lowed a farther delay to his slaughter, was too 
hard for their foregoing resolutions, and, as three 
days of the regular times for these shows were 
now over, they had much ado to get the business 
done on the last day. Then Cherea called the 
conspirators together, and spake thus to them: 
“ So much time passed away without effect is a 
reproach to us, as delaying to go through such a 
virtuous design as we are engaged in; but more 
fatal will this delay prove, if we be discovered, 
and the design be frustrated; for Caius will then 
become more cruel in his unjust proceedings. 
Do not we see how long we deprive all our 
friends of their liberty, and give Caius leave 
still to tyrannize over them? while we ought to 
have procured them security for the future, and 
by laying a foundation for the happiness of others, 

? fain to ourselves great admiration and honor 
or all time to come.” j\ T ow while the conspi¬ 
rators had nothing tolerable to say bv way of 
contradiction, and yet did not quite relish what 
they were doing, but stood silent and astonished, 
he said farther, “O my brave comrades! why do 
we make such delays? Do not you see that this 
is the last day of these shows, and that Cuius is 
about to go to sea? for he is preparing to sail to 
Alexandria in order to see Egypt. Is it there¬ 
fore for your honor to let a man go out of your 
hands who is a reproach to mankind, and to per¬ 
mit him to go after a pompous manner, triumph¬ 
ing both at land and sea? Shall not we be justly 
ashamed of ourselves, if we give leave to some 
Egyptian or other, who shall think his injuries 
insufferable to freemen, to kill him? As for my¬ 
self, 1 will no longer bear yourslow proceedings, 
but will expose myself to the dangers of the en¬ 
terprise this very day, and benr cheerfully what¬ 
soever shall be the consequence of the attempt; 

t Here Josephus supposes that it was Augustus, and 
not Julius Cirsar, who first changed the Roman com¬ 
monwealth into a monarchy: for these shows were in 
honor of Augustus, as we shall learn in the next section 
but one 
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nor let them be ever so great, will I put them off 
any longer: for, to a wise and courageous man, 
what can be more miserable than that, while I 
am alive, any one else should kill Caius, and de¬ 
prive me of the honor of so virtuous an action.” 

13. When Chcrea had spoken thus, he zeal¬ 
ously set about the work, and inspired courage 
into the rest to go on with it, ana they were all 
eager to fall to it without farther delay. So he 
wns at the palace in the morning, with his eques¬ 
trian sword girt on him; for it was the custom 
that the tribunes should ask for the watchword 
with their swords on, and this was the day on 
which Cherea was, by custom, to receive the 
watchword; and. the multitude were already 
come to the palace, to be soon enough for seeing 
the shows, and that in great crowds, and one 
tumultuously crushing auother, while Caius was 
delighted with this eagerness of the multitude; 
for which reason there was no order observed in 
the seating men, nor was any peculiar place ap¬ 
pointed for the senators, or for the equestrian 
order; but they sat at random, men and women 
together, and free men were mixed with the 
slaves. So Caius came out in a solemn manner, 
and offered sacrifice to Augustus Cresar, in whose 
honor indeed these shows were celebrated. 
Now it happened, upon the fall of a certain 
priest, that the garment of Asprenas, a senator, 
was filled with blood, which made Caius laugh, 
although this was an evident omen to Asprenas, 
for he was slain at the same time with Caius. It 
is also related, that Caius was that day, contrary 
to his usual custom, so very affable and goou- 
natured in his conversation, that every one of 
those that were prudent were astonished at it. 
After the sacrifice was over, Caius betook him¬ 
self to see the show$, and sat down for that pur¬ 
pose, as did also the principal of his friends sit 
near him. Now the parts of the theatre were so 
fastened together, as it used to be every year in 
the manner following: it had two doors, the one 
door let to the open air, the other was for going 
into, or going out of the cloisters, that those 
within the theatre might not be thereby dis¬ 
turbed; but out of one gallery there was an 
inward passage, parted into partitions also, which 
led into another gallery, to give room to the 
combatants, and to the musicians, to go out as 
occasion served. When the multitude were set 
down, and Cherea with the other tribunes were 
set down also, and the right corner of the theatre 
was allotted to Caesar, one Vatinius, a senator, 
commander of the pretorian band, asked of Clu- 
vius, one that sat by him, and was of consular 
dignity also, " Whether he had heard any thing 
of the news or not?” but took care that nobody 
should hear what he said; and when Cluvius re¬ 
plied, that “he had heard no news,” “Know 
then,” said Vatinius, “that the game of the 
slaughter of tyrants is to be played this day.” 
But Cluvius replied, “O brave comrade! hold 
thy peace, lest some other of the Achaians hear 
thy tale.” And as there was abundance of au¬ 
tumnal fruit thrown among the spectators, and a 
great number of birds, that were of great value 
to such as possessed them, on account of their 
rareness, Caius was pleased with the birds fight¬ 
ing for the fruits, and with the violence where¬ 
with the spectators seized upon them; and here 
he perceived two prodigies that happened there; 
foi an actor was introduced, by whom a leader of 
robbers was crucified, and the pantomime brought 
in a play called Cyniras, wherein he himself was 
to be slain, as well as his daughter Myrrha, and 
wherein a great deal of fictitious blood was shed, 
both about him that was crucified, and also about 
Cyniras. It is also confessed, that this was the 
same day wherein Pausunias, a friend of Philip, 
the son of Amyntas, who was king of Macedonia, 
slew him as he was entering into the theatre. 
And now Caius was in doubt whether he would 


tarry to the end of the shows, because it was the 
last day, or whether he should not go first to the 
bath, and to dinner, and then return and sit down 
as before. Hereupon Minucianus, who sat over 
Caius, and was afraid that the opportunity should 
fail them, got up, because he saw that Cherea 
was already gone out, and made haste out, to 
confirm him in his resolution; but Caius took 
hold of his garment, in an obliging way, and said 
to him, “O brave man! whither art thou going?” 
Whereupon, out of reverence to Ctesar, as it 
seemed, he sat clown again; but his fear pre¬ 
vailed over him, and in a little time he got up 
again, and then Caius did noway oppose his 
going out, as thinking that he went out to per¬ 
form some necessities of nature. And Asprenas, 
who was one of the confederates, persuaded 
Caius to go out to the bath, and to dinner, and 
then to come in again, as desirous that what had 
been resolved on might be brought to a conclu¬ 
sion immediately. 

14. So Cherea's associates placed themselves 
in order, as the time would permit them, and 
they were obliged to labor hard, that the place 
which was appointed them should not be left by 
them; but they had ap indignation at the tedi¬ 
ousness of the delays, and that what they were 
about should be put off any longer, for it was 
already about the ninth* hour ot the day, and 
Cherea. upon Caius’s tarrying so long, had a 
great mind to go in, and fall upon him in his seat, 
although he foresaw that this could not be done 
without much bloodshed, both of the senators, 
and of those of the equestrian order that were 
present; and although he knew this must happen, 
yet had he a great mind to do so, as thinking it a 
right thing to procure security and freedom to 
all, at the expense of such as might perish at 
the same time. And as they were just going 
back into the entrance to the theatre, word was 
brought them that Caius was arisen, whereby a 
tumult was made; hereupon the conspirators 
thrust away the crowd, under pretence as if 
Caius was angry at them, but in reality as desi¬ 
rous to have a quiet place, that should nave none 
in it to defend him, while they set about Caius'9 
slaughter. Now Claudius, his uncle, was gone 
out before, and Marcus Vinitius, his sister’s hus¬ 
band, as also Valerius of Asia; whom,*though 
they had had such a mind to put out of their 
places, the reverence to their dignity hindered 
them so to do; then followed Caius, with Paulus 
Arruntius; am! because Caius was now gotten 
within the palace, he left the direct road, along 
which those his servants stood that were in wait¬ 
ing, and by which road Claudius had gone out 
betore; Caius turned aside into ii private narrow 
passage, in order to go to the place for bathing, 
as also in order to take a view of the bo)s that 
came out of Asia, who were sent thence, partly 
to sing hymns in those mysteries which were 
now celebrated, and partly to dance in the Pyrrhic 
way of dancing upon the theatres. So Cherea 
met him, and asked him for the watchword; upon 
Caius’s giving him one of his ridiculous words, 
he immediately reproached him, and drew his 
sword, and gave him a terrible stroke with it, yet 
was not this stroke mortal. And although there 
be those that say, it was so contrived on purpose 
by Cherea, that Cains should not be killed at one 
blow, but should be punished more severely by a 
multitude of wounds; yet does this story uppear 
to me incredible, because the fear men are under 
in such actions does not allow them to use their 
reason. And if Chcrea was of that mind, 1 es¬ 
teem him the greatest of all fools, in pleasing 
himself in his spite against Caius, rather than 
immediately procuring safety to himself and to 
his confederates from the dangers they were in, 

♦Suetonius says, Cains was slain about tlie seventh 
hour of the day: Josephus al out the ninth. The serifj 
of the narration favors Josephus. 
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because there might many things still happen 
for helping Caius’s escape, if he had not already 
iven up the ghost; for certainly Cherea would 
ave regard, not so much to the punishment of 
Caius, as to the affliction himself and his friends 
were in, while it wa3 in his power, after such 
success, to keep silent, and to escape the wrath 
of Caius’s defenders, and not to leave it to un¬ 
certainty whether he should gain the end he aim¬ 
ed at or not, and after an unreasonable manner 
to act as if he had a mind to ruin himself, and 
lose the opportunity that lay before him; but 
every body may guess as he pleases about this 
matter. However, Caius was staggered with 
the pain that the blow gave him, for the stroke of 
the sword falling in the middle between the 
shoulder and the neck, was hindered by the first 
bone of the breast from proceeding any farther. 
Nor did he either cry out, in such astonishment 
was he, nor did he call out for any of his friends; 
whether it were that he had no confidence in 
them, or that his mind was otherwise disorder¬ 
ed, but he groaned under the pain he endured, 
and presently went forward and fled; when Cor¬ 
nelius Sabinus, who was already prepared in 
mind so to do, thrust him down upon his knee, 
where many of them stood round about him, and 
struck him with their swords, and they cried out, 
and encouraged one another all at once to strike 
him again; but all agree that Aquila gave him the 
finishing stroke, which directly killed him. But 
one may justly ascribe this act to Cherea; for 
although many concurred in the act itself, yet 
was he the first contriver of it, and began long 
before all the rest to prepare for it, and was the 
first man that boldly spoke of it to the rest; and 
upon their admission of what he said about it, 
he got the dispersed conspirators together; he 
prepared every thing after a prudent manner, 
and, by suggesting good advice, showed himself 
far superior to the rest, and made obliging 
speeches to them, insomuch that he even com¬ 
pelled them all to go on, who otherwise had not 
courage enough for that purpose; and when op¬ 
portunity served to use his sword in hand, he ap¬ 
peared first of all ready so to do, and gave the 
first blow in this virtuous slaughter; he also 
brought Caius easily into the power of the rest, 
and almost killed him himself: insomuch that it 
is but just to ascribe all that the rest did, to the 
advice, and bravery, and labors of the hands cf 
Cherea. 

15. Thus did Caius come to his end, and lay 
dead, by the many wounds which had been 
given him. Now Cherea, and his associates, 
upon Caius’s slaughter, saw that it was impossi¬ 
ble for them to save themselves, if they should 
all go the same way, partly on account of the 
astonishment they were under: for it was no 
small danger they had incurred by killing an em¬ 
peror, who was honored and loved by the mad¬ 
ness of the people, especially when the soldiers 
were likely to make a bloody inquiry after his 
murderers. The passages also were narrow 
wherein the work was done, which were also 
crowded with a great multitude of Caius’s at¬ 
tendants, and of such of the soldiers as were of 
the emperor’s guard that day: whence it was 
that thev went by other ways, and came to the 
house of Germanlcus, the father of Cains, whom 
they had now killed, (which house adjoined to 
the palace; for while the edifice was one, it was 
built in its several parts bv those particular per¬ 
sons who had been emperors, and those parts 
bore the names of those that built them, or the 
name of him who had begun to build any of its 
parts.) So they got away from the insults of the 
multitude, and then were fof the present out of 
danger, that is, so long as the misfortune which 
had overtaken the emperor was not known. The 
Germans were the first that perceived that Caius 
was slain. The Germans were Caius's guard, 
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and carried the name of the country whence they 
were chosen, and composed the Celtic legion. 
The men of that country are naturally passion¬ 
ate, which is commonly the temper of some ether 
of the barbarous nations also, as not being used 
to consider much about what they do; they are 
of robust bodies, and fall upon their enemies as 
soon as ever they are attacked by them; and 
which way soever they go, they perform great 
exploits. When, therefore, these German guards 
understood that Caius was slain, they were very 
sorry for it, because they did not use their rea¬ 
son in judging about public affairs, but measured 
all by the advantages themselves received, Cuius 
being beloved by them, because of the money he 
ave them, by which he had purchased their 
indness to him: so they drew tneir swords, and 
Sabinus led them on. He was one of the tri¬ 
bunes, not by the means of the virtuous actions 
of his progenitors, for he had been a gladiator, 
but he had obtained that post in the army by his 
having a robust body. So these. Germans march¬ 
ed along the houses in quest of Caesar’s murder¬ 
ers, and cut Asprenas to pieces, because he was 
the first man thev fell upon, and whose garment 
it was that the blood of the sacrifice stained, as I 
have said already, and which foretold that this 
his meeting the soldiers would not be for his good. 
Then did Norbanus meet them, who was one of 
the principal nobility of the city, and could show 
many generals of armies among his ancestors, 
but they paid no regard to his dignity; yet was 
he of such great strength, that he wrested the 
sword of the first of those that assaulted him out 
of his hands, and appeared plainly not to be will¬ 
ing to die without a struggle for his life, until he 
was surrounded by a great number of assailants, 
and died by the multitude of the wounds which 
they gave him. The third man was Anteius, a 
senator, and a few others with him. He did not 
meet with these Germans by chance, as the rest 
did before, but came to show hi* hatred to Caius, 
and because he loved to see Cains lie dead with 
his own eves, and took a pleasure in that sight; 
for Caius had banished Anteiu9*s father, who was 
of the same name with himself, and, being not 
satisfied with that, he sent out hi* soldiers, and 
slew him: so he was come to rejoice at the sight 
of him, now he was dead. But as the house was 
now all in a tumult, when he was aiming to hide 
himself, he could not escape that accurate search 
which the Germans made, while thev barbarous¬ 
ly slew those that were guiltv and those that 
were not guilty, and this equally also. And thus 
were these [three! persons slain. 

Iff. But when tBe rumor that Caius was slain 
reached the theatre, they were astonished at it, 
and could not believe it:' even some that enter¬ 
tained his destruction with great pleasure, and 
were more desirous of its happening than almost 
any other satisfaction that could come to them, 
were under such a fear, that they could not be¬ 
lieve it. There were ai.*o those who greatly dis¬ 
trusted it, because they were unwilling that any 
such thing should come to Cains, nor could be¬ 
lieve it, though it were ever so true, because thev 
thought no man could possibly ha\r much 
power as to kill Caius. These were the women, 
and the children, and the slaves, ami «ome of the 
soldiery. This last sort had taken hi* pay, and 
in a manner tyrannized with him, and had abused 
the bc«t of his citizens, in being subservient to 
his unjust commands, in order to gain honors 
and advantages to themselves: but f.>r the wo¬ 
men, and the youth, thev had been inveigled 
with shows, and the fightings of the gladiators, 
and certain distributions of flesh meat among 
them, which tilings in pretence were designed 
for the pleasing of the multitude, but in reality 
to satiate the barbarous'cruelty and madness of 
Caius. The slaves also were sorry, because they 
were by Caius allowed to accuse and to despise 
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their masters and they could have recourse to 
his assistance when they had unjustly affronted 
tnem; for he was very easy in believing them 
against their masters, even when they accused 
them falsely; and, if they would discover what 
money tluir masters had, they might soon obtain 
both riches and liberty, as tlie rewards of their 
accusations, because the reward of these in¬ 
formers was the eighth part of the criminal’s sub¬ 
stance.* A9 to the nobles, although the report 
appeared credible to some of them, cither be¬ 
cause they knew of the plot beforehand, or be¬ 
cause they wished it might be true; however, 
they concealed not only the joy they had at the 
/elation of it, but that they had heard any thing 
at all about it. These last acted so out of the 
fear they had, that if the report proved false, 
they should be punished, for having so soon let 
men know their minds. But those that knew 
Caius was dead, because they were partners with 
the conspirators, they concealed all still more 
cautiously, as not knowing one another’s minds; 
and fearing lest they should speak of it to some 
of those to whom the continuance of tyranny was 
advantageous; and, if Caius should prove to be 
alive, they might be informed against, and pu¬ 
nished. And another report went about, that 
although Caius had been wounded indeed, yet 
was not he dead, but still alive, and under the 
physicians’ hands. Nor was any one looked 
upon by another as faithful enough to be trusted, 
and to whom any one would open his mind; for 
he was either a friend to Caius, and therefore 
suspected to favor his tyranny, or he was one 
that hated him, who therefore might be suspect¬ 
ed to deserve the less credit, because of his ill- 
will to him. Nay, it was said by some, (and this 
indeed it was that deprived the nobility of their 
hopes, and made them sad,) that Caius was in a 
condition to despise the dangers he had been in, 
and took no care of healing his wounds, but was 
gotten away into the market-place, and, bloody 
as he was, was making a harangue to the peo¬ 
ple. And these were the conjectured reports of 
those that were so unreasonable as to endeavor 
to raise tumults, which they turned different 
ways, according to the opinions of the hearers. 
Yet did they not leave their seats, for fear of 
being accused, if they should go out before the 
rest; for they should not be sentenced according 
to the real intention with which they went out, 
but according to the supposals of the accusers, 
and of the judges. 

17. But now a multitude of Germans had sur¬ 
rounded the theatre, with their swords drawn; 
all the spectators looked for nothing but death, 
and at every one’s coming in a fear seized upon 
them, as if they tvere to bo cut in pieces imme¬ 
diately; and in great distress they were, as nei¬ 
ther having courage enough to go out of the thea¬ 
tre, nor believing themselves safe from dangers 
if they tarried there. And when the Germans 
came upon them, the cry was so great, that the 
theatre rang again with the entreaties of the 
spectators to the soldiers; pleading that they 
were entirely ignorant of every thing thnt re¬ 
lated to such seditious contrivances, and that if 
there were any sedition raised, they knew no¬ 
thing of it; they therefore begged that they 
would spare then!, and not punish those that had 
not the !ea«t hand in such hold crimes as belong¬ 
ed to other persons, while they neglected to 
search after surli as had really done whatsoever 
it be that hath been done. Thus did these peo¬ 
ple appeal to God, and deplore their infelicity 
with shedding of tears, and beating their faces, 
mnd said every thing that the most imminent dan¬ 
ger, and the utmost concern for their lives, could 
dictate to them. This bioke the fury of the sol¬ 
diers, and made them repent of what they mind- 

• The rewards proposed by tbe Roman laws to infonn- 
•r< were sometimes an eighth part of the criminal’s 
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ed to do to the spectators, which would have been 
the greatest instance of cruelty. And so ft ap¬ 
peared to even these savages, when they had 
once fixed the heads of those that were slain 
with Asprenas upon the altar; at which sight 
the spectators were sorely afflicted, both upon 
the consideration of the dignity of the persous, 
and out of a commiseration of their sufferings; 
nay, indeed, they were almost in ns great disor¬ 
der at the prospect of the danger themselves 
were in, seeing it was still uncertain whether 
they should entirely escape the like calamity. 
Whence it was, that such as thoroughly and 
justly hated Caius, could yet noway enjoy the 
pleasure of his death, because they were them¬ 
selves in jeopardy of perishing together with 
him, nor had they hitherto any firm assurance 
of surviving. 

18. There was at this time one Euaristus Ar- 
runtius, a public crier in the market, and there¬ 
fore of a strong and audible voice, who vied in 
wealth with the richest of the Romans, and was 
able to do what he pleased in the city, both then 
and afterward. This man put himself into the 
most mournful habit he could, although he had a 
greater hatred against Caius than any one rise; 
his fear and his wise contrivance to gain his safe¬ 
ty taught him so to do, and prevailed over his pre¬ 
sent pleasure; so he put on such a mournful 
dress as he would have done had he lost hit dear¬ 
est friend in the world; this man came into the 
theatre, and informed them of the death of Caius, 
and by this means put an end to that state of ig¬ 
norance the men had been in. Arruntius also 
went round about the pillars, and called ont to 
the Germans, as did the tribunes with him, bid¬ 
ding them put up their swords, and telling them 
that Caius was dead. And this proclamation it 
was, plainly, which saved those that were col¬ 
lected together in the theatre, and all the rest 
who any way met the Germans; for, while they 
had hopes that Caius had still any breath in hint, 
they abstained from no sort of mischief: and such 
an abundant kindness they still had for Caius, 
that they would wjllingly have prevented the 
plot ngain-t him, and procured Ins escape from 
so sad a misfortune, at the expense of their own 
lives. But they now left off* the warm zeal they 
had to punish his enemies, now they were fully 
satisfied that Caius was dead, because it was now 
in vain for them to show their zeal and kindness 
to him, when he that should reward them was 
perished. They were also afraid that they should 
be. punished by the senate, if they should go on 
in doing such injuries, that is, in ensc the author¬ 
ity of the supreme governor should revert to 
them. And thus at length a stop was put, though 
not without difficulty, to that rage, which possess¬ 
ed the Germans on account of Cnins’s death. 

19. But Chorea was so much afraid for Minu- 
eianus, lest he should light upon the Germans, 
now they were in their fury, that he went ami 
spoke to every one of the soldiers, and prayed 
tnem to take care of his preservation, and made, 
himself great inquiry about him, lest he should 
have been slain. And for Clement, he let INlinu- 
eianus go when he was brought to him, and, with 
many other of the senators, affirmed the action 
was right, and commended the virtue of those 
that contrived it, and had courage enough to ex¬ 
ecute it; and said, that ’’tyrants do indeed please 
themselves, and look big for a while, upon having 
the power to act unjustly; but do not however go 
happily out of the world, because they are hated 
bv the virtuous; and that Caius, together with 
all his unhappiness, was become a conspirator 
against himself, before these other men who at¬ 
tacked him did so; and by becoming intolerable, 
in setting aside the wise provision the laws had 
made, had taught his dearest friends to treat him 
eoods, ns here, and sometimes a fourth part, as Spaa- 
heiiu assures us, from Suetonius, and Tacitus. 
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as an enemy; insomuch that although in common 
discourse these conspirators were those that slew 
Caius, yet, that in reality, he lies now dead as 
perishing by his own self.” 

20. Now by this time the people in the theatre 
were arisen from their seats, and those that were 
within made a very great disturbance; the cause 
of which was this, that the spectators were too 
hasty in getting away. There was also one Al- 
cyon, a physician, who hurried away, as if to 
cure those that were wounded, and under that 
pretence, he sent those that were with him to 
Fetch what things were necessary for the healing 
of those wounded persons, but in reality, to get 
them clear of the present dangers they were in. 
Now the senate, during this interval, had met, 
and the people also assembled together in the 
accustomed form, and were both employed in 
searching after the murderers of Caius. The 
people did it very zealously, but the senate in 
appearance only; for there was present Valerius 
of Asia, one that had been consul; this man went 
to the people, as they were in disorder, and very 
uneasy that they could not discover v/ho they 
were that murdered the emperor; he was then 
earnestly asked by them all, “ who it was that had 
done it?” He replied, “I wish I had been the 
man.” The consuls* also published an edict 
wherein they accused Caius, and gave order to 
the people then got together, and to the soldiers, 
to go home, and gave the people hopes of the 
abatement of the oppressions they lay under; 
and promised the soldiers, if they lay quiet as 
they used to do, and would not go abroad to do 
mischief unjustly, that they would bestow re¬ 
wards upon them; foe there was reason to fear 
lest the city might suffer harm by their wild and 
ungovernable behavior, if they should once be¬ 
take themselves to spoil the citizens, or plunder 
the temples. And now the whole multitude of 
the senators were assembled together, and espe¬ 
cially those that had conspired to take away the 
life of Caius, who put on at this time an air of 
great assurance, and appeared with great magna¬ 
nimity, as if the administration of the public 
affairs were already devolved upon them. 

CHAP. II. 

How the Senators determined to restore the De¬ 
mocracy; but the Soldiers were for preserving 
the Monarchy. Concerning the Slaughter of 
Caius's Wife and Daughter. A Character <f 
Caius's Morals. 

§ 1. When the public affairs were in this pos¬ 
ture, Claudius was on the sudden hurried away 
out of his house: for the soldiers had a meeting 
together, and when they had debated about what 
was to be done, they saw that a democracy was 
incapable of managing such a vast weight of pub¬ 
lic affairs, and that if it should be set up, it would 
not be for their advantage; and if in case any one 
of those already in the government should ob¬ 
tain the supreme power, it would in all respects 
be to their grief, if they were not assisting to him 
in his advancement: that it would therefore be 
right for them, while the public affairs were un¬ 
settled, to choose Claudius emperor, who was 
uncle to the deceased Caius, and of a superior 
dignity and worth to every one of those that were 
assembled together in the senate, both on ac¬ 
count of the virtues of his ancestors, and of the 
learning he had acquired by his education, and 
who, if once settled in the empire, would reward 
them according to their deserts, and bestow lar¬ 
gesses upon them. These were their consulta¬ 
tions, and they executed the same immediately. 
Claudius was therefore seized upon suddenly by 
the soldiery. But Cneas Sentius Saturninus, 
although he understood that Claudius was seized, 
* These consuls are named in the Wars of the Jews, l>. 
ii. cb. xi. sect. 1, Sentius Saturninus, and I’omponius Se- 
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and that he intended to claim the government, 
unwillingly indeed in appearance, but in reality 
by his own free consent, stood up in the senate, 
and without being dismayed, made an exhorta- 
tory oration to them, and such a one indeed as 
was fit for men of freedom and generosity, and 
spoke thus: 

2. “Although it be a thing incredible, O Ro¬ 
mans, because of the great length of time, that 
so unexpected an event hath happened, yet are 
we now in possession of liberty. How long in¬ 
deed this will last is uncertain, and lies at the 
disposal of the gods, whose grant it is; yet such 
it is as is sufficient to make us rejoice, and be 
happy for the present, although we may soon be 
deprived of it; for one hour is sufficient to those 
that are exercised in virtue, wherein we may 
live with a mind accountable to ourselves, in our 
own country, now free, and governed by such 
laws as this country once flourished under. As 
for myself, I cannot remember our former time 
of liberty, as being born after it was gone; but 
I am beyond measure filled with joy at the 
thoughts of our present freedom. I also esteem 
those that were bom and bred up in that our 
former liberty, happy men. and that those men 
are worthy of no less esteem than the gods 
themselves, who have given us a taste of it in 
this age; and I heartily wish, that this quiet en¬ 
joyment of it, which we have at present, might 
continue to all ages. However, this single day 
may suffice for our youth, as well as for us that 
are in years. It will seem an age to our old 
men, if they might die during its happy dura¬ 
tion; it may also be for the instruction of the 
younger sort, what kind of virtue those men, 
From whose loins we are derived, were exerci¬ 
sed in. As for ourselves, our business is, during 
this space of time, to live virtuously, than which 
nothing can be more to our advantage; which 
course of virtue it is alone that can preserve our 
liberty; for, as to our ancient state, I have heard 
of it by the relation of others, but as to our 
later state, during my lifetime, I have known it 
by experience, and I learned thereby what mis¬ 
chiefs tyrannies have brought upon this common¬ 
wealth, discouraging all virtue, and depriving 
persons of magnanimity of their liberty, ana 
proving the teachers of flattery and slavish fear, 
because it leaves the public administration not to 
be governed by wise laws, but bv the humor of 
those that govern. For since Julius Caesar took 
it into his head to dissolve onr democracy, and 
by overbearing the regular system of our laws 
to bring disorders into our administration, and to 
get above right and justice, and to be a slave to 
his own inclinations, there is no kind of misery 
but what hath tended to the subversion of this 
city; while all those that have succeeded him 
have striven one with another to overthrow the 
ancient laws of their country, and have left it 
destitute of such citizens as were of generous 
principles; because they thought it tended to 
their safety to have vicious men to converse 
withal; and not only to break the spirits of those 
that were best esteemed for their virtue, but to 
resolve upon their utter destruction. Of all 
which emperors, who have been ninny in num¬ 
ber, and who laid upon us insufferable hardships 
during the times of their government, this Cai¬ 
us, who hath been slain to-day, hath brought 
more terrible calamities upon us than did all the 
rest, not only by exercising his ungovernable rage 
upon his fellow citizens, but also upon iiis kin¬ 
dred and friends, and alike upon all other, and by 
inflicting still greater miseries upon them, as pu¬ 
nishments, which thev never deserved, he being 
equally furious against men and against the 
gods. For tyrants are not content to gain their 
sweet pleasure, and this by acting injuriously 
cundns, asFpanheim notes here. The speech of the for¬ 
mer of them is set down in the next chapter, sect. 2. 
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and in the vexation they bring; both upon men’s 
estates and their wives; but they look upon that 
to be their principal advantage, when they can 
utterly overthrow the entire families of their ene¬ 
mies, while nil lovers of liberty are the enemies 
of tyranny. Nor can those that patiently en¬ 
dure what miseries they bring on them, gain 
their friendship; for as they are conscious of the 
abundant mischiefs they have brought on these 
men, and how magnanimously they have borne 
their hard fortunes, they caimot but be sensible 
what evils they have done, and thence only de¬ 
pend on security from what they are suspicious 
of, if it maybe in their power to take them quite 
out of the world. Since, then, we are now got¬ 
ten clear of such great misfortunes, and are only 
accountable to one another, (which form of go¬ 
vernment affords us the best assurance of our 
present concord, and promises us the best secu¬ 
rity from evil designs, and will be most for our 
own glory in settling the city in good order,) you 
ought every one of you in particular to make pro¬ 
vision for his own, and in general, for the puh- 
lic utility; or, on the contrary, they may declare 
their dissent to such things as have been propo¬ 
sed, and this without any hazard of danger to 
come upon them; because they have now no 
lord set over them, who, without fear of punish¬ 
ment, could do mischief to the city, and had an 
uncontrollable power to take off* those that freely 
declare their opinions. Nor has any thing so 
much contributed to this increase of tyranny of 
late as sloth, and a timorous forbearance of con¬ 
tradicting the emperor’s will; while men had an 
over great inclination to the sweetness of peace, 
and had learned to live like slaves; and as many 
of us as either heard of intolerable calamities 
that happened at a distance from us, or saw the 
miseries that were near us, out of the dread of 
dying virtuously, endured a death joined with 
the utmost infamy. We ought, then, in the first 
place, to decree the greatest honors we are able 
to those that have taken off* the tyrant, espe¬ 
cially to Cherea Cassius; for this one man with 
the assistance of the gods, hath by his counsel, 
and by his actions, been the procurer of our 
liberty. Nor ought we to forget him now we 
have recovered our liberty, who, under the fore¬ 
going tyranny, took counsel beforehand, and be¬ 
forehand hazarded himself for our liberties, but 
ought to decree him proper honors, and thereby 
freely declare, that he from the beginning acted 
with our approbation* And certainly it is a very 
excellent thing, and what becomes freemen, to 
requite their benefactors, as this man hath been 
a benefactor to us all, though not at all like Cas¬ 
sius and Brutus, who slew Caius Julius [Crpsar;) 
for tho*e men laid the foundations of sedition 
and civil war in our city, but this man, together 
with his slaughter of the tyrant, hath set our 
city free from all those sad miseries which arose 
from the tyranny.”* 

3. And this was the purport of Sentius’s ora¬ 
tion, which was received with pleasure by the 
senators, and by as many of the equestrian order 
as were present. And now one Trebellius Maxi¬ 
mus rose up hastily, and took off* Sentius’s finger 
a ring, which had a stone, with the image of 
Caius engraven upon it, and which, in his zeal 
in speaking, and his earnestness in doing what he 
was about, as it was suppose*!, he had forgotten 
to take off* himself. This sculpture was broken 
immediately. Hut, as it was now far in the 
night, Cherea demanded of the consuls the watch¬ 
word, who gave him this word—-Liberty. These 
facts were the subjects of admiration to them- 

* In this oration of Sentius Baturninns, sve mny see 
the great value virtuous men pul upon public liber¬ 
ty, and tlie sad misery they undcnveni,while they were 
tyrannized over by such emperors ns Cains. See Jose¬ 
phus’s own slmri but pithy reflection nt the end of 'lie 
chapter: ’* So difficult,"saya he, “it is for those tnoh'.nin 
the vh" — ’* ■*» Is necessary to a wise man, who have the 
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selves, and almost incredible; for it was a hun¬ 
dred yearsf since the democracy had been laid 
aside, when this giving the watchword returned 
to the consuls; for, before the city avas subject 
to tyrants, they were the commanders of the 
soldiers. But, when Cherea had received that 
watchword, he delivered it to those who were on 
the senate’s side, which were foar regiments, 
who esteemed the government without empe¬ 
rors to be preferable -,o tyranny. So these went 
away with their tribunes'. The people also now 
departed very joyful, full of h}pe and of coa- 
rage, as having recovered their former Jemo 
cracy, and were no longer under an emperor; 
and Cherea u r as in very great esteem with them. 

4. And now Cherea was very uneasy that 
Caius’s daughter and wife were still alive, and 
that all his fami ? y did not perish with him, since 
whosoever was left of them must be left for the 
ruin of the city and of the laws. Moreover, in 
order to finish this matter with the utmost zeai, 
and in order to satisfy his hatred of Caius, he 
sent Julius Lupus, one of the tribunes, to kill 
Caius’s wife and daughter. They proposed this 
office to Lupus, as to a kinsman of Clement, that 
he might be so far a partaker of this murder of 
the tyrant, and might rejoice iu the virtue of 
having assisted his fellow-citizens, and that he 
might appear to have been a partaker with those 
that were first in their designs against him. Yet 
did this action appear to some of the conspira¬ 
tors to be too cruel, as to this using such severity 
to a woman, because Caius did more indulge his 
own ill-nature, than use her advice in all that he 
did; from which ill nature it was that the city 
was in such a desperate condition with the mise¬ 
ries that were brought on it, and the flower of the 
city was destroyed. But others accused her of 
giving her consent to these things: nay, they 
ascribed all that Caius had done to her as the 
cause of it, and said she had given a potion to 
Caius, tvhich had made him obnoxious to her, 
and had tied him down to love her by such evi. 
methods; insomuch that she, having rendered 
him distracted, was become the author of all the 
mischiefs that had befallen the Romans, and that 
habitable world which was subject to them. So 
that at length it was determined that she must 
die; nor could those of the contrary opinion at 
all prevail to have her saved: and I.upus was 
sent accordingly. Nor was there any delay made 
in executing what he went about, but he was sub¬ 
servient to those that sent him on the first oppor¬ 
tunity, as desirous to be noway blameable in what 
might be done for the advantage of the people. 
So when he was come into the palace, he found 
Cesonia, who was Caius’s wife, lying by her hus¬ 
band’s dead body, which also lay down on the 
ground, ana destitute of all such things as the 
law allows to the dead, and all over herself be¬ 
smeared with the blood o:'her husband’s wounds, 
nnd bewailing the great affliction she was under, 
her daughter lying by her also: and nothing else 
was heard in these her circumstances, but her 
complaint of Cains, as if he had not regarded 
what she had often told him of beforehand; which, 
words of hers were tnken in a different sense 
even at that time, and are now esteemed equally 
ambiguous by those thnt hear of them, and are 
still interpreted according to the different incli¬ 
nations of people. Now some said that the words 
denoted, that she hnd advised him to leave ofif his 
mnd behavior and his barbarous cruelty to the ' 
citizens, and to govern the public with modera¬ 
tion and virtue, lest he should perish by the same 
way, upon their using him as he had used them. 

absolute power to do what they please without control.** 

1 Henre we learn that. In the opinion of Snturninus, 
the sovereign nnthority of the consuls and senate had 
been taken away just 100 years before the death of 
Cniiis, A. D. 41, or in the60th year before the Christian 
era,when the first triumvirate began under Caesar, Tom- 
pey, and Croesus. 
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Bat some said, that, as certain words had passed 
concerning the conspirators, she desired Caius 
to make no delay, but immediately to put them 
all to death, and this whether they were guilty or 
not, and that thereby he would be out of the fear 
of any danger; and that this was what she re- 
reached him for, when she advised him so to 
o; but he was too slow and tender in the mat¬ 
ter. And this was what Cesonia said, and what 
the opinions of men were about it. But, when 
she saw Lupus approach, she showed him Caius’s 
dead body, and persuaded him to come nearer 
with lamentation and tears: and as she perceived 
that Lupus was in disorder, and approached her 
in order to execute some design disagreeable to 
himself, she was well aware for what purpose he 
came, and stretched out her naked throat, and 
that very cheerfully to him, bewailing her case, 
• ike one utterly despairing of her life, and bid¬ 
ding him not to boggle at finishing the tragedy 
they had resolved upon relating to her. So she 
boldly received her death’s wound at the hand of 
Lupus, as did the daughter after her. So Lupus 
made haste to inform Cherea of what he had done. 

5. This was the end of Caius, after he had 
reigned four years within four months. He was, 
even before he came to be emperor, ill-natured, 
and one that had arrived at the utmost pitch of 
wickedness; a slave to his pleasures, and a lover 
of calumny; greatly affected by every terrible 
accident, and on that account of a very murder¬ 
ous disposition, where he durst show it. He en¬ 
joyed his exorbitant power to this only purpose, 
to injure those who least deserved it, with un¬ 
reasonable insolence, and got his wealth by mur¬ 
der and injustice. He labored to appear above 
regarding either what was divine or agreeable to 
the laws, but was a slave to the commendations of 
the populace; and whatsoever the laws deter¬ 
mined to be shameful, and punished, that he 
esteemed more honorable than what was vir¬ 
tuous. He was unmindful of his friends, how 
iotiinate soever, and though they were persons 
of the highest character; and, if he was once 
angry at any of them, he would inflict punish¬ 
ment upon them on the smallest occasions, and 
esteemed every man that endeavored to lead a 
virtuous life his enemy. And whatsoever he 
commanded, he would not admit of any contra¬ 
diction to his inclinations: whence it was that he 
had criminal conversation with his own sister;* 
from which occasion chiefly it was also, that a 
bitter hatred first sprang up against him among 
the citizens, that sort of incest not having been 
known of along time; and so this provoked men 
to distrust him, and to hate him that was guilty 
of it. And for any great or royal work that he 
ever did, which might be for the present and for 
future ages, nobody can name any such, but only 
the haven that he made about Rhegium and Si¬ 
cily, for the reception of the ships that brought 
corn from Egypt; which was indeed a work with¬ 
out dispute very great in it6elf, and of very great 
advantage to the navigation. Yet was not this 
work brought to perfection by him, but was the 
one-half ol it left imperfect, by reason of his 
want of application to it; the cause of which was 
this, that he employed his studies about useless 
matters, and that by spending his money upon 
such pleasures as concerned no one’s benefit but 
his own, he could not exert his liberality in things 
that were undeniably of great consequence.— 
Otherwise he was an excellent orator, and tho¬ 
roughly acquainted wiflh the Greek tongue, as 
well as with his own country or Roman language. 

* Spanheim here notes from Suetonius, that the name 
of Caius’g sister,with whom he was guilty of incest,was 
Z?rim7/u;and that Suetonius adds, he was guilty of the 
same crime with ail his sisters also. He uoies farther 
that Suetonius omits the mention of the haven for ships, 
which our author esteems the only public work for the 
good oft lie present and future ages which Caius left be¬ 
hind him, though in an imperfect condition. 


He was also able, offhand and readily, to give 
answers to compositions made by others, of con¬ 
siderable length and accuracy. He was also 
more skilful in persuading others to very great 
things than any one else, and this from a natural 
affability of temper, which had been improved 
by much exercise and painstaking: for as he 
was the grandsonf of the brother of Tiberius, 
whose successor he was; this was a strong in¬ 
ducement to his acquiring of learning, because 
Tiberius aspired after the highest pitch of that 
sort of reputation; and Caius aspired after the 
like glory for eloquence, being induced thereto 
by the letters of his kinsman and his emperor. 
He was also among the first rank of his owr 
citizens. But the advantages he received from 
his learning did not countervail the mischief he 
brought upon himself, in the exercise of his 
authority; so difficult it is for those to obtain the 
virtue that is necessary for a wise man, who 
have the absolute power to do what they please 
without control. At the first he got himself such 
friends as were in all respects the most worthy, 
and was greatly beloved by them, while he imi¬ 
tated their zealous application to the learning 
and to the glorious actions of the best men; but 
when he became insolent towards them, they 
laid aside the kindness they had for him, and 
began to hate him; from which hatred came that 

lot which they raised against him, and wherein 

e perished. 

CHAP. III. 

How Claudius was seized upon , and brought out 
of his House , and brought to the Camp , and 
ho w the Senate sent an Embassage to him . 

} 1. IVow Claudius, as I said above, went out 
of that way along which Caius was gone; and, 
as the family was in a mighty disorder upon the 
sad accident of the murder of Caius, he was in 
great distress how to save himself, and was found 
to have hidden himself in a certain narrow place,! 
though he had no other occasion for suspicion of 
any dangers, besides the dignity of his birth; for, 
while he was a private man, he behaved himself 
with moderation, and was contented with his 
present fortune, applying himself to learning, 
and especially to that of the Greeks, and keep¬ 
ing himself entirely clear from every thing that 
might bring on any disturbance. But as at this 
time the multitude were under a consternation, 
and the whole palace was full of the soldiers’ 
madness, and the very emperor’s guards seemed 
under the like fear ancl disorder with private per¬ 
sons, the band called pretorian, which was the 
purest part of the army, was in consultation what 
was to be done at this juncture. Now all those 
that were at this consultation, had little regard 
to the punishment Caius had suffered, because 
he justly deserved such his fortune; but they 
were rather considering their own circumstan¬ 
ces, how they might take the best care of them¬ 
selves, especially while the Germans were busy 
in punishing the murderers of Caius; which yet 
was rather done to gratify their own savage 
temper, than for the good of the public: all 
which things disturbed Claudius, ivho was afraid 
of his own safetv, and this particularly because 
he saw the heads of Asprenas and his partners 
carried about. His station had been on n certain 
elevated place, whither n few steps led him, and 
whither he had retired in the dark by himself. 
But when Gratus, who was one of the soldiers 
that belonged to the palace, saw him, but did 
not well know by his countenance who he was, 

t This Caine was the son of that excellent person Ger- 
manicus, who was the son of Drusus, the brother of Ti¬ 
berius the emperor. 

X This first place Claudius came to was inhabited, and 
called Hermeum , as Spanheim here informs us from 
Suetonius, in Claud, chap. x. 
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because it was dark, though he could well judge 
that it was a man who was privately there on 
some design, he came nearer to him, and when 
Claudius desired that he would retire, he discov¬ 
ered who he was, and owned him to be Claudius. 

So he said to his followers, “This is a Germani- 
cus;* come on, let us choose him for our empe¬ 
ror." But when Claudius saw that they were 
making preparations for taking him away by 
force, and was afraid they would kill him, as 
they had killed Caius, he besought them to spare 
him, putting them in mind how quietly he had 
demeaned himself, and that he was unacquainted 
with what had been done. Hereupon Gratus 
smiled upon him, and took him by the right 
hand, and said, “Leave off, Sir, these low 
thoughts of saving yourself, while you ought to 
have greater thoughts, even of obtaining the 
empire, which the gods, out of their concern for 
the habitable world, by taking Caius out of the 
way, commit to thy virtuous conduct. Go to, 
therefore, and accept of the throne of thy ances¬ 
tors." So they took him up and carried him, 
because he was not then able to go on foot, such 
was his dread and his joy at what was told him. 

2. Now there was already gathered together 
about Gratus a great number of the guards; and 
when they saw Claudius carried off, they looked 
with a sad countenance, as supposing that he was 
carried to execution for the mischiefs that had 
been lately done; while yet they thought him a 
man who never meddled with public affairs all 
his life-long, and one that had met with no con¬ 
temptible dangers under the reign of Caius; and 
some of them thought it reasonable that the con¬ 
suls should take cognizance of these matters; 
and, as still more and more of the soldiery got 
together, the crowd about him ran away, and 
Claudius could hardly go on, his body was then 
so weak; and those who carried his sedan, upon 
an inquiry that was made about his being carried 
off, ran away aud saved themselves, as despair¬ 
ing of their lord’s preservation. But when they 
were come into the large court of the palace, 
(which, as the report goes about it, was inhabited 
first of all the parts of the city of Rome,) and had 
just reached the public treasury, many more sol¬ 
diers came about him, as glad to see Claudius’s 
face, and thought it exceeding right to make him 
emperor, on account of their kindness for Ger- 
manicus, who was his brother, and had left be¬ 
hind him a vast reputation among all that were 
acquainted with him. They reflected also on the 
covetous temper of the leading men of the senate, 
and what great errors they had been guilty of, 
when the senate had the government iormerly; 
they also considered the impossibility of such an 
undertaking, as also what dangers they should 
be in, if the government should come to a single 
person, and that such a one should possess it as 
they had no hand in advancing, and not to Clau¬ 
dius, who would take it as their grant, and as 
gained by their good-will to him, and would re¬ 
member the favors they had done him, and 
would make them a sufficient recompense for the 
same. 

3. These were the discourses the soldiers had 
one with another by themselves, and they com¬ 
municated them to all such as came unto them. 
Now, those that inquired about this matter, will¬ 
ingly embraced the invitation that was made to 
them to join with the rest: so they carried Clau¬ 
dius into the camp, crowding about him as his 
guard, and encompassing him about, one chair¬ 
man still succeeding another, that their vehement 
endeavors might not be hindered. But as to the 
populace and senators, they disagreed in their 
opinions. The latter were very desirous to re¬ 
cover their former dignity, and were zealous to 

* How Claudius, another son of Drusua,which Drusus 
was the fniher of Germnnlcus, could l>e here himself 
called Germanicus , Suetonius informs us, when lie as- 


get clear of the slavery that had been brought on 
them by the injurious treatment of the tyrants, 
which the present opportunity afforded them; 
but for the people, wno were envious against 
them, and knew that the emperors were capable 
of curbing their covetous temper, and were a > 
refuge from them, they were very glad that 
Claudius had been seized upon, and brought to 
them, and thought, that if Claudius were made 
emperor, lie would prevent a civil war, such as 
there was in the days of Pompey. But, when the 
senate knew that Claudius was brought into the 
camp by the soldiers, they sent to him those of 
their body which had the best character for their 
virtues, that they might inform him, “that he 
ought to do nothing by violence, in order to gain 
the government: that he who was a single per¬ 
son, one either already, or hereafter to be, a 
member of their body, ought to yield to the 
senate, which consisted of so great a number: 
that he ought to let the law take place in the dis¬ 
posal of all that related to the public order, and 
to remember how greatly the former tyrants had 
afflicted their city; and what dangers both he and 
they had escapea under Caius, and that he ought 
not to hate the heavy burden of tyranny, when 
the injury is done by others, while he did himself 
wilfully treat his country after a mad and inso¬ 
lent manner; that if he would comply with them, 
and demonstrate that his firm resolution was to 
live quietly and virtuously, he would have the 
greatest honors decreed to him that a free 
people could bestow, and by subjecting himself 
to the law, would obtain this branch of com¬ 
mendation, that he acted like a man of virtue, 
both as a ruler and a subject: but that if he 
would act foolishly, and learn no wisdom by 
Caius’s death, they would not permit him to go 
on; that a great part of the army was got to¬ 
gether for them, with plenty of weapons, and a 
great number of slaves, which they could make 
use of: that good hope was a great matter in 
such cases, as was also good fortune, and that 
the gods would never assist any others but those 
that undertook to act with virtue and goodness, 
who can be no other than such as fight for the 
liberty of their country." 

4. Now the ambassadors, Veranius and Broc- 
chus, who were both of them tribunes of the 
people, made this speech to Claudius, and falling 
down upon their knees, they begged of him, that 
he would not throw the city into wars and mis¬ 
fortunes; but when they saw what a multitude of 
soldiers encompassed and guarded Claudius, and 
that the forces that were with the consuls were, 
in comparison of them, perfectly inconsiderable, 
they added, that “ if he did desire the govern¬ 
ment, he should accept of it as given by the se¬ 
nate; that he would prosper better, and be hap¬ 
pier, if he came to it, not by the injustice, but by 
the good will of those that would bestow it upon 
him.” 

CHAP. IV. 

What things King Agrippa did for Claudius , and 
how Claudius , when he had taken the Govern¬ 
ment, commanded the murderers of Caius to be 
slain. 

$ 1. Now Claudius, though he was sensible 
after what an insolent manner the senate had 
sent to him, yet did he, according to their advice, 
behave himself for the present with moderation; 
but not so far that he could not recover himself 
out of his fright: so he was encouraged [to claim 
the government] partly by the boldness of the 
soldiers, and partly by the persuasion of king 
Agrippa, who exhorted him not to let such a do¬ 
minion slip out of his hands, when it came thus 
to him of its own accord. Now, this king Agrippa, 

sures us that, by a decree ofthesenate, the surname of 
Germanicus was bestowed upon Drusus, and his pos 
terity also. In Claud, cb. i. 
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with relation to Caius, did what became one that 
had been so much honored by him; for he em¬ 
braced Caius’s body after he was dead, and laid 
it upon a bed, and covered it as well as he could, 
and went out to the guards, and told them that 
Caius W'as still alive; but he said that they 
should call for physicians, since he was very ill 
of his wounds. But when lie had learned that 
Claudius was carried away violently by the sol¬ 
diers, he rushed through the crowd to him, and 
when he found that he was in disorder, and ready 
to resign up the government to the senate, he 
encouraged him, and desired him to keep the 

overnment; but when he had said this to Clau- 

ius, he retired home. And, upon the senate’s 
sending for him, he anointed his head with oint¬ 
ment, as if he had lately companied with his 
wife, and had dismissed her, and then came to 
them: he also asked of the senators what Clau¬ 
dius did; who told him the present state of af¬ 
fairs, and then asked his opinion about the set¬ 
tlement of the public. He told them in words, 
that he was ready to lose his life for the honor 
of the senate, but desired them to consider what 
was for their advantage, without any regard to 
what was most agreeable to them; for that those 
who grasp at government, will stand in need of 
weapons, and soldiers to guard them, unless they 
will set up without any preparation for it, and so 
fall into Ganger. And when the senate replied, 
that “ they would bring him weapons in abun¬ 
dance, ana money, and that as to an army, a part 
of it was already collected together for them, 
and they would raise a larger one by giving the 
slaves tKeir liberty.” Agrippa made answer, “ O 
senators! may you be able to compass what you 
have a mind to; yet will I immediately tell you 
my thoughts, because they tend to your preser¬ 
vation: take notice, then, that the army which 
will fight for Claudius hath been long exercised 
in warlike affairs: but our army will be no better 
than a rude multitude of raw men, and those 
such a? have been unexpectedly made free from 
slavery, and ungovernable; we must then fight 
against those that are skilful in war, with men 
who know not so much as how to draw their 
swords. So that my opinion is, that we should 
send some persons to Claudius, to persuade him 
to lay down the government, and 1 am ready to 
be one of your ambassadors.” 

2. Upon this speech of Agrippa, the senate 
complied with him, and he was sent among 
others, and privately informed Claudius of the 
disorder the senate was in, and gave instructions 
to answer them in a somewhat commanding 
strain, and as one invested with dignity and 
authority. Accordingly, Claudius said to the 
ambassadors, that “ he did not wonder the senate 
had no mind to have an emperor over them, be¬ 
cause they had been harassed by the barbarity 
of those that had formerly been at the head of 
their affairs; but that they should taste of an 
equitable government under him, and moderate 
times, while he should only be their ruler in 
name, but the authority should be equally com¬ 
mon to them all; and since he had passed through 
many and various scenes of life before their 
eyes, it would be good for them not to distrust 
him.” So the ambassadors, upon their hearing 
this his answer, were dismissed. But Claudius 
discoursed with the army which was there gather¬ 
ed together, who took oaths that they would per¬ 
sist in their fidelity to him; upon which he gave 
the guards every man five thousand dracnmaj 
apiece,* and a proportionable quantity to their 
captains, and promised to give the same to the 
rest of the armies wheresoever they were. 

3. And now the consuls called the senate to- 

* This number of drachms to be distributed to each 
private soldier, 5000 drachm®, equal tn 20,000 sesterces, 
or JC16I sterling, seems much too large, and directly 
contradicts Suetonius, chap. x. who makes them in all 
but 15 8esterees, or 2s. 4d. Yet might Josephus have 


gether into the temple of Jupiter the Conquer 
or, while it was still night; but some of those 
senators concealed themselves in the city, being 
uncertain what to do, upon the hearing of this 
summons, and some of them went out of the 
city to their own farms, as foreseeing whither 
the public affairs were going, and despairing of 
liberty; nay, these supposed it much better for 
them to be slaves without danger to themselves, 
and to live a lazy and inactive life, than by claim¬ 
ing the dignity of their forefathers, to run the 
hazard of their own safety. However, a hundred, 
and no more, were gotten together; and as they 
were in consultation about the present posture of 
affairs, a sudden clamor was made by the sol¬ 
diers that were on their side, “desiring that the 
senate would choose them an emperor, and not 
bring the government into ruin by setting up a 
multitude of rulers.” So they fully declared 
themselves to be for the giving the government 
not to all, but to one; but they gave the senate 
leave to look out for a person worthy to be set 
over them, insomuch, that now the affairs of the 
senate were much worse than before; because 
they had not only failed in the recovery of their 
liberty, which they boasted themselves of, but 
were in dread of Claudius also. Yet were there 
those that hankered after the government, both 
on account of the dignity of their families, and 
that accruing to them by their marriages; for 
Marcus Minur.ianus was illustrious, both by his 
own nobility, and by his having married Julia, 
the sister of Caius, who accordingly was very 
ready to claim the government, although the con¬ 
suls discouraged him, and made one delay after 
another in proposing it: that Minucianus also, 
who was one of Caius’s murderers, restrained 
Valerius of Asia from thinking of such things, 
and a prodigious slaughter there bad been, if 
leave had been given to these men to set up for 
themselves and oppose Claudius. There were 
also a considerable numberof gladiators besides, 
and of those soldiers that kept watch by night in 
the city, and rowers of ships, who all ran into the 
camp, insomuch, that of those who put in for 
the government, some left off their pretensions 
in order to spare the city, and others out of fear 
for their own persons. 

4. But as soon as ever it was day, Cherea, and 
those that were with him, came into the senate, 
and attempted to make speeches to the soldiers. 
However, the multitude of those soldiers, when 
they saw that they were making signals for si¬ 
lence with their hands, and were ready to begin 
to speak to them, grew tumultuous, and would 
not let them speak at all, because they were all 
zealous to be under a monarchy; and they de¬ 
manded of the senate one for their ruler, as not 
enduring any longer delays; but the senate hesi¬ 
tated about either their own governing, or how 
they should themselves be governed, while the 
soldiers would not admit them to govern, and the 
murderers of Caius would not permit the soldiers 
to dictate to them. When tney were in these 
circumstances, Cherea was not able to contain 
the anger he had, and promised, that if they de¬ 
sired an emperor, he would give them one, if 
any one would bring him the watchword from 
Eutvchus. .Now, this Eutychus was charioteer 
of tlie green-band faction, styled Prasine, and a 
great friend of Caius, who used to harass the sol¬ 
diery wi^h building stables for the horses, and 
spent his time in ignominious labors, which oc¬ 
casioned Cherea to reproach them with him, 
and to abuse them witn much other scurrilous 
language; and told them, “he would bring them 
the head of Claudius; and that it was an ama¬ 
zing thing, that after their former madness, they 

this number from Agrippa junior, though I doubt the 
thousands, or at least the hundreds, have been added by 
the transcribers, of which we have had several exam¬ 
ples already in Josephus. 
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should commit the government to a fool.” Yet 
were they not moved with his words, but drew 
their swords, and took up their ensigns, and went 
to Claudius, to join in taking the oath of fidelity 
to him. So the senate were left without any 
body to defend them, and the very consuls differ* 
cd nothing from private persons. They were 
also under consternation and sorrow, men not 
knowing what would become of them, because 
Claudius was very angry at them; so they fell to 
reproaching one another, and repented of what 
they had done. At which juncture Sabinus, one 
of Caius’s murderers, threatened that he would 
sooner come into the midst of them and kill him¬ 
self, than consent to make Claudius emperor, and 
see slavery returning upon them: he also abu¬ 
sed Cherea for loving his life too well, while he 
who was the first in his contempt of Caius, could 
think it a good thing to live, when, even by all 
that they had done for the recovery of their liber¬ 
ty, they found it impossible to do it. But Cherea 
said, he had no manner of doubt upon him about 
killing himself; that yet he would first sound the 
intention of Claudius before he did it. 

5. These were the debates [about the senate:] 
but in the camp every body was crow’ding on all 
sides to pay their court to Claudius, and tne other 
consul, Quintus Pomponius, u'as reproached by 
the soldiery, as having rather exhorted the se¬ 
nate to recover their liberty; whereupon they 
drew their swords, and were going to assault 
him, and they had done it, if Claudius had not 
hindered them, who snatched the consul out of 
the danger he was in, and set him by him. But 
he did not receive that part of the senate which 
was with Quintus in the like honorable manner; 
nay, some of them received blows, and were 
thrust away as they came to salute Claudius; nay, 
Aponius went aw’ay wounded, and they were all 
in danger. However, king Agrippa went up to 
Claudius, and desired he would treat the senators 
more gently; for if any mischief should come to 
the senate, he would have no others over whom 
to ru)£ Claudius complied with him, and called 
the senate together into the palace, and w r as car¬ 
ried thither himself through the city, while the 
soldiery conducted him, though this was to the 
great vexation of the multitude; for Cherea and 
Sabinus, two of Caius’s murderers, went in the 
fore-front of them, in an open manner, while 
Pollio, whom Claudius a little before had made 
captain of his guards, had sent them an epistolary 
edict, to forbid them to appear in public. Then 
did Claudius, upon his coming to the palace, get 
liis friends together, and desired their suffrages 
about Cherea. They said, that the work he had 
done was a glorious one, but they accused him 
that he did it of perfidiousness, and thought it 
just to inflict the punishment [of death] upon him, 
to discountenance such actions for tne time to 
come. So Cherea was led to his execution, and 

♦This piercing cold, here complained of hy Lupus, 
agrees well to the time of the year when Claudius began 
his reign; it being for certain about the months of No¬ 
vember, December,or January,and most probably a few 
days after Jan. 24th, and a few days before the Roman 
Parentalin. 

f It is both here and elsewhere very remarkable, that 
the murderers of the vilest ty ranis, who yet highly de¬ 
served to die.w’hen those murderers were under oaths or 
other the like obligations of fidelity to them, were usual¬ 
ly revenged, nnd the murderers were cut off themselves, 
and that after a remarknMe manner; and this sometimes, 
as in the present case, by those very persons who were 
noi sorry for such murders, hut got kingdoms by them. 
The examples are very numerous both In sacred nnd 
profane histories, and seem generally indications of di¬ 
vine vengeance on such murderers. Nor Is it unworthy 
of remark, that such murderers of tyrants do it usually 
on such ill principles, In such a cruel manner, nod as 
ready io Involve the Innocent with the guilty, which 
was the case here, chap. 1 . sect. 14, and chap. ii. sect. 4 , 
ns justly deserved the divine vengeance upon them. 
Which seems lo have been the case of Jehu also, w hen, 
besides the bouse of Ahab, for whose slaughter he had a 


Lupus, and many other Romans with him; now 
it is reported that Cherea bore his calamity cou¬ 
rageously, and this, not only by the firmness of 
his own behavior under it, but by the reproaches 
he laid upon Lupus, who fell into tears; for wheo 
Lupus had laid nis garment aside and complained 
of the cold,* he said, that cold was never hurtful 
to lupus, [i. e. a wolf.] And as a great many men 
went along with them to see the sight, when 
Cherea came lo the place, he asked the soldier 
who rvas to be their executioner, whether this 
office was what he was used to? or whether this 
was the first time of his using his sword in that 
manner, and desired him to bring him that very 
sword with which he himself slew Caius. So he 
was happily killed at one stroke. But Lupus did 
not meet with such good fortune in going out of 
the world, since he was timorous, and had many 
blows levelled at his neck, because he did not 
stretch it out boldly [as he ought to have done.] 
6. Now, a few days after this, as the parental 
solemnities were near at hand, the Roman mul¬ 
titude made their usual oblations to their several 
ghosts, and put portions into the fire, in honor 
of Cherea, and besought him to be merciful to 
them, and not continue his anger against them 
for their ingratitude. And this was the end of the 
life that Cherea came to. But for Sabinus, al¬ 
though Claudius not only set him at liberty, but 
gave him leave to retain his former command in 
the army; yet did he think it would be unjust in 
him to fail of performing his obligations to his 
fellow-confederates; so he fell upon his sword, 
and killed himself, the wound reacning up to the 
very hilt of the sword.j- 

CHAP. V. 

How Claudius restored to Agrippa his Grandfa¬ 
ther's Kingdoms , and augmented his Domi- 
, nimis: and how he published an edict in be¬ 
half of the Jews. 

$ 1. Now, when Claudius had taken out of the 
way all those soldiers whom he suspected, which 
he did immediately, he published an edict, and 
therein confirmed the kingdom to Agrippa, which 
Caius had given him, and therein commended 
the king hignly. He also made an addition to it, 
of all that country over which Herod, who was 
his grandfather, had reigned, that is, Judea and 
Samaria: and this he restored to him as due to 
his family. But for Abila,}: of Lysanias, and all 
that lay at mount Libanus, he bestowed them 
upon him, as out of his own territories. He also 
made a league with Agrippa, confirmed by oaths, 
in the middle of the forum, in the city of Rome: 
he also took away from Antiochus that kingdom 
which lie was possessed of, but gave him a cer¬ 
tain part of Cilicia and Commagena: he also set 
Alexander Lysimachus, the alabarch, at liberty, 
who had been his old friend, and steward to his 

commission from God, without nny such commission, 
any justice or commiseration, he killed Ahab's great 
men,nnd acquaintances,and priests,and forty-two of the 
kindred of Ahnziah, 2 Kings x. 11—14. SecHos.i.4. I 
do not mean here to condemn Ehud or Judith, or the like 
executioners of God’s vengeance on those wicked ty¬ 
rants, who had unjustly oppressed God’s own people un¬ 
der their theocracy; \vho,astheyappear still to have had 
no selfish designs nor imentions to slny the innocent,so 
had they still a divine commission, or a divine impulse, 
which was their commission for what they did, Jildg 
Hi. 15,19,20; Judith ix.2; Test. Levi. sect. 5, In Authent. 
ltec. p. 312. See also p. 432. 

I Here St. Luke is in some measure confirmed, when 
he informs ns, chap.lii. 1, that Lysanias was some time 
before tetrnrch of Abilene, whose capital was Ahiia;aa 
he is farther confirmed by Ptolemy, the great geogra¬ 
pher, which Spanhcim hereohserves, when he calls that 
city Jtbila of Lysanias. See the note on b. xvii. ch. xi. 
sect. 4, nnd Prld. at the years 30 and 22. I esteem this 
principality to have belonged to the land of Caaaan ori • 
ginally, to have been the burying-place of Abel, and re¬ 
ferred to as such, Matt, xxiii. 35; Luke xi. 51. S«e Att- 
thent. Rec. part ii. p. 683—685- 
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mother, Antonia, but had been imprisoned by 
Caius, whose son [Marcus] married Bernice, the 
daughter of Agrippa. But when Marcus, Alexan¬ 
der's son was dead, who had married her when 
she was a virgin, Agrippa gave her in marriage 
to his brother, Herod, and begged for him of 
Claudius the kingdom of Chalcis. 

2. Aow, about this time, there w^as a sedition 
between the Jews and the Greeks, at the city of 
Alexandria; for, when Caius was dead, the nation 
of the Jews, which had been very much morti¬ 
fied under the reign of Caius, and reduced to very 
great distress by the people of Alexandria, reco¬ 
vered itself, and immediately took up their arms to 
fight for themselves. So Claudius sent an order 
to the president of Egypt, to quiet that tumult: 
he also sent an edict, at the request of king 
Agrippa and king Herod, both to Alexandria and 
to Syria, whose contents were as follows: “Ti¬ 
berius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, 
high priest, and tribune of the people, ordains 
thus. Since I am assured that the Jews of Alex¬ 
andria, called Alexandrians, have been joint-in¬ 
habitants in the earliest times with the Alexan¬ 
drians, and have obtained from their kings equal 
privileges with them, as is evident by the public 
records that are in their possession, and the 
edicts themselves; and that after Alexandria 
had been subjected to onr empire by Augustus, 
their rights and privileges have been preserved 
by those presidents who have at divers times 
been sent thither; and that no dispute had been 
raised about those rights and privileges, even 
when Aquila was governor of Alexandria; and 
that when the Jewish ethnarch was dead, Augus¬ 
tus did not prohibit the making such ethnarchs, 
as willing that all men should be so subject [to 
the Romans,] as to continue in the observation 
of their own customs, and not be forced to trans¬ 
gress the ancient rules of their own country reli¬ 
gion; but that, in the time of Caius, the Alexan¬ 
drians became insolent towards the Jews that 
were among them, w hich Caius, out of his great 
madness and want of good understanding, redu¬ 
ced the nation of the Jews very low, because 
they w’ould not transgress the religious worship 
of their country, and call him a god. I will, 
therefore, that the nation of the Jew's be not de¬ 
prived of their rights and privileges, on account 
of the madness ot Caius; but that those rights 
and privileges which they formerly enjoyed, be 
preserved to them, and that they may continue 
in their own customs. And I charge both parties 
to take very great care that no troubles may 
arise after the promulgation of this edict.” 

3. And such were the contents of this edict on 
behalf of the Jews that were sent to Alexandria. 
But the edict that w r as sent into the other parts 
of the habitable earth was this which follows: 
“Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germani¬ 
cus, high priest, tribune of the people, chosen 
consul the second time, ordains thus. Upon the 
petition of king Agrippa and king Herod, who 
are persons very dear to me, that I would grant 
the same rights and privileges should be pre¬ 
served to the Jews which are in all the Roman 
empire, which I have granted to those of Alex¬ 
andria, I very willingly comply therewith; and 
this grant I make not only tor the sake of the 

etitioners, but as judging those Jews for whom 

have been petitioned worthy of such a favor, 
on account ot their fidelity and friendship to the 

♦This form was so known and frequent among the 
Romans, as Dr. Hndson here tells ns, from the great Lei¬ 
den, that it used to be thus represented at the bottom of 
their edicts by tbe initial letters only, U. D. P. R. L. P. 
Unde De Plano Recte Legi Possit , “ Whence it may 
plainly be read from the ground.” 

t Josephus show's both here and ch. vii. sect. 3, that 
lie had a much greater opinion of king Agrippa I. than 
Simon the learned Rabbi, than the people of Ctrsaren 
and Sebaste, chap. vii. sect. 4, and chap. ix. sect. 1, and 
indeed than his double dealing between the senate and 
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Romans. I think it also very just that no Gre¬ 
cian city should be deprived of such rights £nd 
privileges, since they were preserved to them 
under the great Augustus. It will, therefore, be 
fit to permit the Jews, who are in all the world 
under us, to keep their ancieut customs, without 
being hindered so to do. And I do'charge them 
also to use this my kindness to them with mode¬ 
ration, and not to show a contempt of the super¬ 
stitious observances of other nations, but to keep 
their own laws only. And I will that this decree 
of mine be engraved on tables by the magis¬ 
trates of the cities and colonies, and municipal 
places, both those within Italy, and those with¬ 
out it, both kings and governors, by the means 
of the ambassadors, ana to have them exposed 
to the public for full thirty days, in such a place,* 
whence it may plainly be read from the ground.” 

CHAP. VI. 

What things were done by Jlgrippa at Jerusa¬ 
lem, when he was returned back into Judea; and 
what it was that Petronius wrote to the inhabit¬ 
ants of Don’s, in behalf of the Jews . 

$ 1. Xow Claudius Caesar, by these decrees of 
his which were seut to Alexandria, and to all the 
habitable earth, made known what opinion he 
had of the Jews. So he soon sent Agrippa away 
to take his kingdom, now he was advanced to a 
more illustrious dignity than before, and sent let¬ 
ters to the presidents and procurators of the pro¬ 
vinces, that they should treat him very kindly. 
Accordingly he returned in haste, as ivas likely 
he w'ould, now he returned in so much greater 
prosperity than he had before. He also came to 
Jerusalem, and offered all the sacrifices that be¬ 
longed to him, and omitted nothing! which the 
law required; on which account he ordained that 
many of the Nazarites should have their heads 
shorn. And for the golden chain which had been 
given him by Caius, of equal weight with that 
iron chain wherewith his royal hands had been 
bound, he hung it up within the limits of the 
temple, over the treasury,} that it might be a me¬ 
morial of the severe fate he had lain under, and a 
testimony of his change for the better; that it 
might be a demonstration how the greatest pros¬ 
perity may have a fall, and that God sometimes 
raises up what is fallen down: for this chain, 
thus dedicated, afforded a document to all men, 
that king Agrippa had been once bound in a chain, 
for a small cause, but recovered his former dig¬ 
nity again; and a little while afterward got out 
of his bonds, and was advanced to be a more il¬ 
lustrious king than he was before. Whence men 
may understand that all that partake of human 
nature, how great soever they are, may fall; 
and that those that fall may gain their former 
illustrious dignity again. 

2. And when Agrippa had entirely finished all 
the duties of the divine worship, he removed 
Theophilus, the son of Ananus, from the high 
priestnood, and bestowed that honor of his on 
Simon the son of Boethus, whose name was also 
Cantheras, whose daughter king Herod married, 
as I have related above. Simon, therefore, had 
the [high] priesthood with his brethren, and with 
his father, in like nianuer as the sons of Simon, 
the son of Onias, w ho were three, had it formerly 
under the government of the Macedonians, as we 
have related in a former book. 

Claudius, chap. iv. sect. 2, than his slaughier of James, 
the brother of John, and his imprisonment of Peter, or 
his vainglorious behavior before he died, both in Acts 
xii. 3, 2, 3, and here, chap. iv. sect. 1, will justify or al¬ 
low'. Josephus’s character was probably taken from 
his son, Agrippa, jun. 

I This treasury chamber seems to have been the very 
same in which our Saviour taught, and where the peo 
pie offered their charity money for the repairs or other 
uses of the temple. Mark xii. 41, &c.; Luke xxii. 1; 
John viii. 20. 
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3. W hen the king had settled the high priest¬ 
hood nfier this manner, he returned the kindness 
which the inhabitants of Jerusalem had show¬ 
ed him; for he released them from the tax upon 
houses, every one of whom paid it before,thinking 
it a good ilung to requite the tender affections of 
those that loved him. lie also made Silas the ge¬ 
neral of his forces, who was n man who had par¬ 
taken with him in many of his troubles, hut after 
a very little, while, the young men of Doris pre¬ 
ferring a rash attempt before piety, and being 
naturally bold aud insolent, carried a statue of 
Caesar into a synagogue of the Jews, and erected 
it there. This procedure of theirs greatly pro¬ 
voked Agrippa; for it plainly tended to the disso¬ 
lution of the laws of his country. So he came 
without delay to Publius Petronius, who was then 
president of Syria, and accused the people of Do¬ 
ris. Nor did lie less resent what was done than 
did Agrippa; for he judged it a piece of impiety 
to transgress the laws that regulate the actions 
of men. So he wrote the following letter to the 
people of Doris in an angry strain; “ Publius Te- 
tronius, the president under Tiberius Claudius 
Ctcsar Augustus Gcrmanicus, to the magistrates 
of Doris, ordains as follows: Since some of you 
have had the boldness, or madness rather, after 
the edict of Claudius Cmsar Augustus Germani- 
cus was published for permitting the Jews to ob¬ 
serve the laws of their country, not to obey the 
same, but have acted in entire opposition thereto, 
as forbidding the Jews to assemble together in 
the synagogue, by removing Caesar’s statue, and 
setting it up therein, and thereby have offended 
not only the Jews, but the emperor himself, whose 
statue is more commodiously placed in his own 
temple than in a foreign one, where is the place 
of assembling together; while it is but apart of 
natural justice, that every one should have the 
power over the place belonging peculiarly to 
themselves, according to the determination of 
Cajsar; to say nothing of my own determination, 
which it would be ridiculous to mention after the 
emperor’s edict, which gives the Jews leave to 
mane use of their own customs, as also gives or¬ 
der, that they enjoy equally the rights ot citizens 
with the Greeks themselves. I therefore ordain, 
that Proculus Vitelius, the centurion, bring those 
men to me, who, contrary to Augustus’s edict, 
have been so insolent as to do this thing, at which 
those very men, who appear to be of principal 
reputation among them, have an indignation also, 
and allege for themselves, that it was not done 
with their consent, but by the violence of the mul¬ 
titude, that they might give an account of what 
hath been done. I also exhort the principal ma¬ 
gistrates among them, unless they have a mind 
to have this action esteemed to be done with their 
consent, to inform the centurion of those that 
were guilty of it, and take care that no handle be 
thence taken for raising a sedition or quarrel 
among them ; which those seem to me to hunt after 
who encourage such doings; while both I myself 
and king Agrippa, for whom I have the highest 
honor, have nothing more under onr care, than 
that the nation of the Jews may have no occa¬ 
sion given them of getting together under the 
pretence of avenging themselves, and become 
tumultuous. And that it may be more publicly 
kr.own what Augustus hath resolved about this 
whole mutter, I have subjoined those edictswhich 
he hath lately caused to be published at Alexan¬ 
dria, and which, although they may be well 
known to all, yet did Agrippa, for whom I have 
the highest honor, read them at that time be¬ 
fore my tribunal, and pleaded that the Jews 
ought not to be deprived of those rights which 
Augustus had granted them. I therefore clinrge 
you, that you do not, for the time to come, seek 
for any occasion of sedition or disturbance, hut 
that every one be allowed to follow their own 
religious customs." 


4. Thus did Petronius take care of this matter 
that such a breach of the law might be correct¬ 
ed, and that no such thing might be attempted 
afterward against the Jews. And now king 
Agrippa took the [high] priesthood away from 
Simon Cantheras, and put Jonathan, the son of 
Ananus, into it again, and owned that he was 
more worthy of that dignity than the other. But 
this was not a tiling acceptable to him. to recover 
that his former dignity. So he refused it, and 
said, “O king! I rejoice in the honor that thou 
hast for me, and take it kindly that thou wouldst 
give me such a dignity of thy own inclinations, 
although God hath judged that I am not at all 
worthy of the high priesthood. I am satisfied 
with having once put on the sacred garments; 
for I then put them on after a more holy manner, 
than 1 should now receive them again. But, if 
thou desirest that a person more worthy than my¬ 
self should have this honorable employment, 
give me leave to name thee such a one. I havea 
brother that is pure from all sin against God, and 
of all offences against thyself; I recommend him 
to thee, as one that is lit for this dignity.” So 
the king was pleased with these words of his, 
and passed by Jonathan, and, according to his 
brother’s desire, bestowed the high priesthood 
upon Matthias. Nor was it long before Marcus 
succeeded Petronius as president of Syria. 

CHAP. VII. 

Concerning Silas , and on what account it was 
that King Agrippa was angry at him. How 
Agrippa began to encompass Jerusalem with a 
fVall; and what Benefits he bestowed on the In¬ 
habitants of Berytus. 

$1. Now Silas, the general of the king’s horse, 
because he had been faithful to him under all 
his misfortunes, and had never refused to be a 
partaker with him in any of his dangers, but bad 
oftentimes undergone the most hazardous dan¬ 
gers for him, wa 9 full of assurance, and thought 
he might expect a sort of equality with the king, 
on account of the firmness of the friendship he 
had shown to him. Accordingly, he would no¬ 
where let the king sit as his superior, and took 
the like liberty in speaking to him upon all oc¬ 
casions; till he became troublesome to the king, 
when they were merry together, extolling him¬ 
self beyond measure, and oft putting the king in 
mind of the severity he had undergone, that he 
might, by way of ostentation, demonstrate what 
zeal he had showed in his service; and was con¬ 
tinually harping upon this siring, what pains he 
had taken for him, and much enlarged still upon 
that subject. The repetition of this so frequently 
seemed to reproach the king, insomuch that he 
took this ungovernable liberty of talking very 
ill at his hands. For the commemoration of 
times when men have been under ignominy, is 
by no means agreeable to them; and ne is a very 
silly man, who is perpetually relating to a per¬ 
son what kindness he hath done him. At last, 
therefore, Silas had so thoroughly provoked the 
king’s indignation, that he acted rnther out of 
passion than good consideration, and did not only 
turn Silas out of his place, as general of hi* 
horse, but sent him in bonds into Ills own coun¬ 
try. But the edge of his anger wore oil' by 
length of time, and made room for more just 
reasonings as to his judgment about this man, 
and he considered how many labors he had un¬ 
dergone for his sake. So when Agrippa wai 
solemnizing his birthday, and he gave festival 
entertainments to all his subjects, he sent for Si¬ 
las on the sudden to be his guest. But as he 
was a very frank man, he thought he had now a 
just handle given him to be angry: which he 
could not conceal from those that came to him, 
but said to them, “ What honor is this the 
king invites me to, which 1 conclude will soon be 
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over? for the king hath not let me keep those 
original marks oT the good-will I bore him, 
which I once had from him; buthe hath plunder¬ 
ed me, and that unjustly also. Does he think, 
that I can leave off that liberty of speech, which, 
upon the consciousness of my deserts, I shall use 
more loudly than before, and shall relate how 
many misfortunes I have delivered him from; 
how many labors I have undergone for him, 
whereby 1 procured him deliverance and respect; 
as a reward for which I have borne the hardships 
of bonds and a dark prison. I shall never forget 
this usage. Kay, perhaps, my very soul, when 
it is departed out of the body, will not forget the 
glorious actions I did on his account.” This was 
the clamor he made, and he ordered the mes¬ 
sengers to tell it to the king. So he perceived 
that Silas was incurable in his folly, and still suf¬ 
fered him to lie in prison. 

2. As for the walls of Jerusalem, that were ad¬ 
joining to the new city [Bezetha,] he repaired 
them at the expense of the public, and built them 
wider in breadth, and higher in altitude; and he 
had made them too strong for all human power 
to demolish, unless Marcus, the then president of 
Syria* had by letter informed Claudius Caesar of 
what he was doing. And when Claudius had 
some suspicion of attempts for innovation, he 
sent to Agrippa to leave off the building of those 
walls presently. So he obeyed; as not thinking 
it proper to contradict Claudius. 

3. Now, this king was by nature very benefi¬ 
cent, and liberal in his gifts, and very ambitious 
to oblige people with such large donations; and 
he made nimself very illustrious by the many 
chargeable presents he made them. He took 
delight in giving, and rejoiced in living with 
good reputation. He was not at all like that He¬ 
rod who reigned before him; for that Herod was 
ill-natured and severe in his punishments, and 
had no mercy on them that he hated; and every 
one perceived that he was more friendly to the 
Greeks than to the Jews; for he adorned foreign 
cities with large presents in money; with build¬ 
ing them batns and theatres besides; nay, in 
some of those places he erected temples, and 
porticos in others; but he did not vouchsafe to 
raise one of the least edifices in any Jewish city, 
or make them any donation that was worth men¬ 
tioning. But Agrippa’s temper was mild, and 
equally liberal to all men. He was humane to 
foreigners, and made them sensible of his libe¬ 
rality. He was in like manner rather of a gen¬ 
tle and compassionate temper. Accordingly he 
loved to live continually at Jerusalem, and was 
exactly careful in the observance of the laws of 
his country. He therefore kept himself entirely 
pure; nor did any day pass over his head without 
its appointed sacrifice. 

4. However, there was a certain man of the 
Jewish nation at Jerusalem, who appeared to be 
very accurate in the knowledge of tne law. His 
name was Simon. This man got together an 
nssemblv, while the king was absent at Caesa¬ 
rea, and had the insolence to accuse him as not 
living holily, and that he might justly be exclu¬ 
ded out of the temple, since it belonged only to 
native Jews. But the general ot Agrippa’s 
army informed him, that Simon had made such 
a speech to the people. So the king sent for 
him; and, as he was sitting in the theatre, he 
oade him sit dow i by him, and said to him with 
a low and gentle voice, “ What is there done in 
this place that is contrary to the law.” But he 
had nothing to say for himself, but begged his 
pardon. So the king was more easily reconciled 
to him, than one could have imagined, as esteem¬ 
ing mildness a better quality in a king than an¬ 
ger, and knowing that moderation is more be¬ 
coming in great men than passion. So he made 
Simon a small present and dismissed him. 

5. Now, as Agrippa was a great builder in 
many places, he paid a peculiar regard to the 
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people of Berytus; for he erected a theatre for 
them, superior to many other of that sort, both in 
sumptuousness and elegance, as also an amphi¬ 
theatre built at vast expenses; and besides these, 
he built them baths and porticoes, and spared for 
no cost in any of his edifices to render them both 
handsome and large. He also spent a great deal 
upon their dedication, and exhibited shows upon 
them, and brought thither musicians of all sorts, 
and such as made the most delightful music of 
the greatest variety. He also showed his magni¬ 
ficence upon the theatre, in his great number of 
gladiators; and there it was that he exhibited 
the several antagonists, in order to please the 
spectators; no fewer indeed than seven hundred 
men to fight with seven hundred other men,* and 
allotted all the malefactors he had for this exer¬ 
cise, that both the malefactors might receive their 
unishment, and that this operation of war might 
e a recreation in peace. And thus were these 
criminals all destroyed at once. 

CHAP. VIII. 

IVhat other Acts were done by Agrippa until his 
Death: and after what manner he died. 

$ 1. When Agrippa had finished what I have 
above related at Berytus, he removed to Tibe¬ 
rias, a city of Galilee. Now he was in great 
esteem among other kings. Accordingly, there 
came to him Antiochus, king of Commagena, 
Sampsigeramus, king of Emesa, and Cotys, who 
was king of the Lesser Armenia, and Polemo, 
who was king of Pontus, as also Herod his bro¬ 
ther, who was king of Chalcis. All these he 
treated with agreeable entertainments, and after 
an obliging manner, and so as to exhibit the great¬ 
ness of his mind, and to appear worthy of those 
respects which the kings paid to him, by comiDg 
thus to see him. However, while these kings 
staid with him, Marcus, the president of Syria, 
came thither. So the king, in order to preserve 
that respect that was due to the Romans, went 
out of the city to meet him, as far as seven fur¬ 
longs. But this proved to be the beginning of a 
difference between him and Marcus; for he took 
with him in his chariot those other kings as his 
assessors. But Marcus had a suspicion what the 
meaning could be of so great a friendship of 
these kings one with another, and did not tnink 
so close an agreement of so many potentates to 
be for the interest of the Romans. He therefore 
sent some of his domestics to every one of them, 
and enjoined them to go their ways home with¬ 
out further delay. This was very ill taken by 
Agrippa, who after that became his enemy. And 
now ne took the high priesthood away from Mat¬ 
thias, and made Ehoneus, the son of Cantheras, 
high priest in his stead. 

2. Now when Agrippa had reigned three years 
over all Judea, he came to the city Ca?sarea, 
which was formerly called Strato’s Tower; and 
there he exhibited shows in honor of Caesar, 
upon his being iuformed that there was a certain 
festival celebrated to make vows for his safety. 
At which festival a great multitude was gotten 
together of the principal persons, and such as 
were of dignity through his province. On the 
second day of which shows he put on a garment 
made wholly of silver, and of n contexture truly 
wonderful, and came into the theatre early in the 
morning; at which time the silver of his garment 
being illuminated by the fresh reflection of the 
sun’s rays upon it, shone out after a surprising 
manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a 
horror over those that looked intently upon him; 
and presently his flatterers cried out, one from 
one place, and another from another, (though not 
for nis good,) that “he was a god;” ana they 
added, “be thou merciful to us; for although we 

* A strange number of condemned criminals to be un¬ 
der sentence of death at once; no fewer, it seem*, than 
1400. 
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have hitherto reverenced thee only as a man, yet 
shall we henceforth own tbee as superior to 
mortal nature.” Upon this the king did neither 
rebuke them, nor reject their impious flattery. 
But as he presently atterward looked up, he saw 
an owl* sitting on a certain rope over his head, 
and immediately understood that this bird was 
the messenger of ill tidings, as it had once been 
the messenger of good tidings to him; and fell 
into the deepest sorrow. A severe pain also 
arose in his belly, and began in a most violent 
manner. He therefore looked upon his friends, 
and said, I whom ye call a god, am command¬ 
ed presently to depart this life; while Provi¬ 
dence thus reproves the lying words you iust 
now said to me; and I, who was by you called 
immortal, am immediately to oe hurried away by 
death. But I am bound to accept of what Provi¬ 
dence allots, as it pleases God; for we have by 
no means lived ill, Dut in a splendid and happy 
manDer.” When he had said this, his pain was 
become violent. Accordingly, he was carried 
into the palace, and the rumor went abroad 
every where, that he would certainly die in a 
little time. But the multitude presently sat in 
sackcloth, with their wives and children, after 
the law of their country, and besought God for 
the king’s recovery. All places were also full of 
mourning and lamentation. Now the king rested 
in a high chamber, and as he saw them below 
lying prostrate on the ground, he could not him¬ 
self forbear weeping. And when he had been 
uite worn out by the pain in his belly for five 
ays, he departed this life, being in the fifty- 
fourth year of his age, and in the seventh year 
of his reign; for he reigned four years under 
Caius Caesar, three of them were over Philip’s 
tetrarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of 
Herod added to it, and he reigned, besides those, 
three years under the reign of Claudius Caesar. 
In which time he reigned over the foremention- 
ed countries, and also had Judea added to them, 
as well as Samaria and Caesarea. The revenues 
that he received out of them were very great, no 
less than twelve millions of drachmae.f Yet did 
he borrow great sums from others; for he was so 
very liberal that his expenses exceeded his in¬ 
come, and his generosity was boundless.^ 

3. But before the multitude were made ac¬ 
quainted with A^rippa’s being expired, Herod 
the king of Chalcis, and Helcias, tne master of 
his horse, and the king’s friend, sent Aristo, one 
of the king’s most faithful servants, and slew Si¬ 
las, who had been their enemy, as if it had been 
done by the king's own command. 

* We have a mighty cry made here by some critics, as 
if the great Eusebius had on purpose falsified this ac¬ 
count of Josephus, so as to nmke it agree with the par¬ 
allel account in the Acts of the Apostles; hcrausc the pre¬ 
sent copies of his citation of it, Hist. Ecclcs. b. ii. ch. x. 
omit the words SovkSwv*— 1*1 <r% omtov t«vo$, i. e. an 
awl—on a certain rope, which Josephus’s present copies 
retain, and only have theexplauniory word xyytKov or 
angel , ns if he meant that angel of the Lord which St. 
Luke mentions ns smiting Herod, Acts xii. 23, and not 
that owl which Josephus railed an angel, or messenger 
formerly of good, but now of bad news, to Agr ippa. This 
accusation is a somewhat strange one in the rase of the 
great Eusebius, who Is known to hnve so nrrurrtlcly and 
faithfully produced a vast number of other nneient re¬ 
cords, and particularly not a few out of our Josephus al¬ 
so, without any suspiciouof prevarication. Now, not to 
allege how uncertain we nrc, whether Josephus’s and 
Eusebius’s copies of the fourth century were just like 
the present in this clause, which we have no distinct 
evidence of, the following words, preserved still in Eu¬ 
sebius, will not admit of any such exposition. “This 
[bird] (says Eusebius,) Agrippa presently perceived to 
be the cause of ill fortune, ns it was once of good for¬ 
tune to him;” which can only belong to Hint bird the 
owl , which, as it had formerly foreboded Ills happy 
deliverance from imprisonment, Antlq. b. xviif. chap, 
▼i. sect 7; so was it then foretold to prove afterward 
Ibe unhappy forerunner of his death in five days' lime. 
If the Improper word *• t»s* or cause, be changed for 


CHAP. IX. 

IVhat things were done after the Death of Agrip¬ 
pa; and how Claudius , on account of the Youth 
and Unskilfulness of Agrippa junior, sent Cus- 
pius Fadus to be Procurator of Judea, and of 
the entire Kingdom, 

} 1. A>d thus did king Agrippa depart this 
life. But he left behind him a son, Agrippa by 
name, a youth in the seventeenth year of his 
age, and three daughters: one of whom, Ber¬ 
nice was married to Herod, his father’s brother, 
and was sixteen years old; the other two, Ma- 
riarane and Drusilla, were still virgins; the for¬ 
mer was ten vears old, and Drusilla six. Now 
these his daughters were thus espoused by their 
father, Mariamne to Julius Archelaus Epiphanes, 
the son of Antiochus, the son of Chelcias, and 
Drusilla to the king of Commagena. But when 
it was known that Agrippa was departed this life, 
the inhabitants of Ca?sarea and of Sebaste forgot 
the kindnesses he had bestowed on them, and acted 
the part of the bitterest enemies; for they cast 
such reproaches upon the deceased as were not 
fit to be spoken of; and so many of them as were 
then soldiers, which were a great number, went 
to his house, and hastily carried off the statuesjj 
of this king’s daughters, and all at once carried 
them into tne brotnel houses, and, when they had 
set them on the tops of those houses, they abu¬ 
sed them to the utmost of their power, and did 
such things to them as are too indecent to be re¬ 
lated. Tney also laid themselves down in public 
places, and celebrated general feastings, with 
garlands on their heads, and with ointments and 
libations to Charon, and drinking to one another 
for joy that the king was expired. Nay, they 
were not only unmindful of Agrippa, who had 
extended his liberality to them in abundance, 
but of his grandfather Herod also, who had him¬ 
self rebuilt their cities, and had raised them ha¬ 
vens and temples at vast expenses. 

2. Now Agrippa, the son of the deceased was 
at Rome, and brought up with Claudius C;esar. 
And when Caesar was informed that Agrippa 
was dead, and that the inhabitants of Sebaste 
and Caesarea had abused him, he was sorry for the 
first news, and was displeased with the ingrati¬ 
tude of those cities. He was therefore disposed 
to send Agrippa junior away presently to succeed 
his father in the kingdom, and was unwilling to 
confirm him in it by his oath. But those Ireed- 
men and friends of his, who had the greatest au¬ 
thority with him, dissuaded him from it, and said 
that “it was a dangerous experiment to permit 

Josephus’s proper word ayyikov angel or messenger , 
and the foregoing words n. <r%:»v»5u t..0;, 

be inserted, Eusebius’s text will truly represent t )at 
in Josephus. Had this iniperfcciion been in some 
heathen author, that was in pood esteem with our 
modern critics, they would have readily correrred 
these, ns barely errors in the copies; but being in an an¬ 
cient Christian writer, not so well relished by many of 
these critics, nothing will serve hut the ill-grounded sup- 
posal of wilful corruption and prevarication. 

t This sum of 12,000.0011 drachmae, which is equal to 
3,000.000 shekels, i. e. nt 2.9. H)r/. a shekel equal 10 
X-125,000 sterling, wns Agrippa the treat’s yenrlv in¬ 
come, or about three quarters of liisgrandfathcr 1 lerod's 
income; he having abated the tax upon houses at Jc u- 
salein, ch. vi. sect. 3, and wns not so tyrannical ns Herod 
had been to the Jews. Sec Hie note on Antiq. I>. xvil. 
ch. xl. sect. 4. A Jnrgc sum this! hut not, it seems, suf¬ 
ficient for Ills extravagant expenses. 

\ Kclnnd lakes notice hero, not improperly, that Jose¬ 
phus omits the reconciliation of this Herod Agrippa to 
the Tyrians and Hidoninns, by the means of Hlnstns the 
king’s chamberlain, mentioned Acts xii.2(1. Nor isthere 
any history in the world so complete, as to omit nothing 
tlmt other historians take notice of. unless the one be 
taken out of the other and nrcnmmodntcd to it. 

jjPholius. who made an extract out of this section, 
says, they were not the slatncsor images, but the ladies 
themselves, which were thus basely abused by the sol¬ 
diers. Cod. ccxxxviii. 
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so large a kingdom to come under the govern¬ 
ment of so very young a man, and one hardly 
yet arrived at years of discretion, who would not 
be able to take sufficient care of its administra¬ 
tion; while the weight of a kingdom is heavy 
enough to a grown man.” So Caesar thought 
what they said to be reasonable. Accordingly, 
he sent Cuspius Fadus to be procurator of Judea, 
and of the entire kingdom; and paid that respect 
to the deceased, as not to introduce Marcus, who 
had been at variance with him, into his kingdom. 
But he determined, in the first place, to send or¬ 
ders to Fadus, that he should chastise the inhabit¬ 
ants of Caesarea and Sebaste for those abuses 
they had offered to him that was deceased, and 
their madness towards his daughters that were 
still alive; and that he should remove that body 
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of soldiers that were at Caesarea and Sebaste, 
with the five regiments, into Pontus, that they 
might do their military duty there, and that he 
should choose an equal number of soldiers out of 
the Roman legions that were in Syria, to supply 
their place. Yet were not those that had such 
orders actually removed; for by sending ambas¬ 
sadors to Claudius, they mollified him, and got 
leave to abide in Judea still; and these were the 
very men that became the source of very great 
calamities to the Jews in after times, and sowed 
the seeds of that war whieh began under Floras, 
whence it was, that when Vespasian bad subdued 
the country, he removed them out of his pro¬ 
vince, as well as we shall relate hereafter.* 

♦This history is now wanting. 


BOOK XX. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWENTY-TWO YEARS.—FROM FADUS THE 
PROCURATOR, TO FLORUS. 


CHAP. I. 

A Sedition of the Philadelphians against the Jews; 

and also concerning the Vestments of the High 

Priest. 

§ 1. Upon the death of king Agrippa, which 
we have related in the foregoing book, Claudius 
Caesar sent Cassius Longinus as successor to 
Marcus, out of regard to the memory of king 
Agrippa, who had often desired of him by let¬ 
ters, while he was alive, that he would not suffer 
Marcus to be any longer president of Syria. But 
Fadus, as soon as he was come procurator into 
Judea, found quarrelsome doings between the 
Jews that dwelt in Perea, and the people of Phi¬ 
ladelphia, about their borders, at a village called 
Mia, that w’as filled with men of a warlike tem¬ 
per; for the Jews of Perea had taken up arms 
without the consent of their principal men, and 
had destroyed many of the Philadelphians.— 
When Fadus was informed of this procedure, 
it provoked him very much that they had not 
left the determination ot the matter to him, if 
they thought that the Philadelphians had done 
them any wrong, but had rashly taken up arms 
against them. So he seized upon three of their 
principal men, who were also the causes of this 
sedition, and^ordered them to be bound, and 
afterward had one of them slain, whose name 
was Hannibal, and he banished the other two, 
Ainrani and Eleazar. Tholomy also, the arch- 
robber, was, after some lime, brought to him 
bound, and slain, but not till he had done a world 
of misehief to Idumea and the Arabians. And 
indeed, from that time, Judea was cleared of 
robberies by the care and providence of Fadus. 
He also at this time sent for the high priests and 
the principal citizens of Jerusalem, and this at 
the command of the emperor, and admonished 
them, that they should lay up the long garment, 
and the sacred vestments, which it is customary 
for nobody but the high priest to wear, in the 
tower of Antonia, that it might be under the 
power of the Romans, as it had been formerly. 
Now the Jews durst not contradict what fie 
said, but desired Fadus, however, and Longinus, 
(which last was come to Jerusalem, and had 
brought a great army with him, out of a tear that 
the [rigid! injunctions of Fadus should force the 
Jews to reoef,) that they might, in the first place, 
have leave to send ambassadors to Ciesar, to pe¬ 
tition him that they may have the holy vestments 
under their own power, and that, in the next 
place, they would tarry till they knew what an* 
swer Claudius would give to that, their request. 
So they replied, that they would give them leave 
to send their ambassadors, provided they would 


give them their sons as pledges [for their peace¬ 
able behavior.] And when they had agreed so 
to do, and had given the pledges they desired, 
the ambassadors were sent accordingly. But 
when, upon their coming to Rome, Agrippa 
junior, the son of the deceased, understood the 
reason why they came, (for he dwelt with Clau¬ 
dius Caesar, as we said before,) he besought Cae¬ 
sar to grant the Jews their request about the 
holy vestments, and to send a message to Fadus 
accordingly. 

2. Hereupon Claudius called for the ambassa¬ 
dors, and told them, that “he granted their re¬ 
quest;” and bade them to return their thanks to 
Agrippa for this favor which had been bestowed 
on them upon this entreaty. And besides these 
answers of his, he sent the following letter by 
them: “ Claudius Ciesar Germanicus, tribune of 
the people the fifth time, and designed consul 
the fourth time, and imperator the tenth time, 
the father of his country, to the magistrates, 
senate and people, and tfie whole nation of the 
Jews, sendeth greeting. Upon the presentation 
of your ambassadors to me by Agrippa, my 
friend, w r hom I have brought up, and have now 
with me, and who is a person ol very great piety, 
who are come to give me thanks for the care I 
have taken of your nation, and to entreat me, in 
an earnest and obliging manner, that they may 
have the holy vestments, with the crow'n be¬ 
longing to them, under their power; I grant their 
request, as that excellent person Viteliius, who is 
very dear to me. had done before me. And I 
have complied with your desire, in the first place, 
out of regard to that piety whieh 1 profess, and 
because I would have every om worship God 
according to the laws of thtir own country; and 
this 1 do also because 1 shall hereby highly gra¬ 
tify king Herod, and Agrippa junior, whose sa¬ 
cred regards to me, and earnest good-will to you, 
I am well acquainted with, and with whom l 
have the greatest friendship, and whom I highly 
esteem, and look on as persons of the best 
character. Now I have written about these nf- 
fairs to Cuspius Fadus my procurator. The 
names of those that brought me your letter are, 
Cornelius the son of Cero, Trypho the son of 
Theudio, Dorotheus the son of Nathaniel, and 
John tile son of John. This was dated before, 
the fourth of the kalends of July, when Rutu 
and Pompeius Svlvanus were consuls.” 

3. Herod also, the brother of the deceased 
Agrippa, w-ho was then possessed of the roval 
authority over Chalcis, petitioned Claudius Cce- 
sar for the authority over the temple, and the 
money of the sacred treasure, and the choice of 
the high priests, and obtained all that he peti- 
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tioned for. So that after I hat time this authority 
continued* among all hi« descendants till the end 
of the war. Accordingly, Herod removed the 
last high priest, called Cantheras, and bestowed 
that dignity on his successor Joseph, the son of 
Camus. 

CHAP. II. 

How Helena, the Queen of Adiabene, and her son 

Jzates, embraced the Jewish Religion', and how 

Helena supplied the poor with Corn, when there 

was a great Famine at Jerusalem. 

$ 1. About this time it was that Helena, queen 
of Adiabene, and her son Izates, changed their 
course of life, and embraced the Jewish customs, 
and this on the occasion following: Monobazus, 
the king of Adiabene, who had also the name of 
Bazeus, fell in love with his sister Helena, and 
took her to be his wife, and begat her with child. 
But as he was in bed with her one night, he laid 
his hand upon his wife’s belly, and fell asleep, 
and seemed to hear a voice, which bade him take 
his hand off his wife’s heliy, and not hurt the in¬ 
fant that was therein, which, by God’s pro¬ 
vidence, would be safely born, and have a happy 
end. This voice put him into disorder; so he 
awaked immediately, and told the story to his 
wife; and when his son was born, he called him 
Izates. He had indeed Monobazus, his elder 
brother, by Helena, also, as he had other sons 
hv other wives besides. Yet did he openly place 
all his affections on this his only begottenf son 
Izates, which was the origin of that envy, while 
on this account they hated him more and more, 
and were all under great affliction that their fa¬ 
ther should prefer Izates before all them. Now 
although their father was very sensible of these 
their passions, yet did he forgive them, as not 
indulging those passions out of an ill disposition, 
but out of a desire each of them had to be be¬ 
loved by their father. However, he sent Izates 
with many presents to Abennerig, the king of 
Charax-Spasini, and that out of the great dread 
he was in about him, lest he should come to some 
misfortune by the hatred his brethren bore him; 
and he committed his son’s preservation to him. 
Upon which Abennerig gladly received the voung 
man, and had a great affection for him, and mar¬ 
ried him to his own daughter, whose name was 
Samacha: he also bestowed a country upon him, 
from which he received large revenues. 

2. But when Monobazus was grown old, and 
saw that he had but a little time to live, he had 
a mind to come to the sight of his son before he 
died. So he sent for him, and embraced him 
after the most affectionate manner, and bestowed 
on him the country called Carrrc; it was n soil 
that bare nmoninm in great plenty: there are 
also in it the remains of that ark, wherein it is 
related thatNoali escaped the deluge, and where 
they are still shown to such as are desirous to 
see them.t Accordingly, izates abode in that 
country until his father’s death. But the very 
day <Jiat Monobazus died, queen Helena sent for 
all the grandees, and governors of the kingdom, 
and for those that had the armies committed to 
the ir command; and when they were come, she 
made the following speech to them: “I believe 
yon are not unacquainted that mv husband was 
desirous tzaleo should succeed film in the go¬ 
vernment, and thought him worthy so to do. 
However, 1 wait ycur determination; for happy 
is he who receives a kingdom not from n single 
person only, but from the willing suffrages of a 
grei t many.” This she said in order to try those 

* Here Is some error In the ropics, or mistake in Jose¬ 
phus: fori lie power of appointing high priests, after He¬ 
rod king of Chnlcls was dead, and Agrippa junior was 
made king of Chnlcis in his room, belonged to him, nnd 
bo exercised Hie same all along till Jerusalem was de¬ 
stroyed, ns Josephus elsewhere informs us,ch. viii.scct. 
8, 11. ch. ix. sect. 1, *t, 0. 7. 

t Josephus here uses the word^exe^in!, an only begot- 
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that were invited, and to discover their senti¬ 
ments. Upon the hearing of which, they first of 
nil paid their homage to the queen, as their cus¬ 
tom was, and then they said that “they confirm¬ 
ed the king’s determination and would submit to 
it; and they rejoiced that Izates’s father had 
referred him before the rest of his brethren, as 
eing agreeable to all their wishes: but that they 
were desirous first of all to slay his brethren and 
kinsmen, that so the government might come se¬ 
curely to Izates; because if they were once de¬ 
stroyed all that fear would be over which might 
arise from their hatred and envy to him.” He¬ 
lena replied to this, that “she returned them 
her thanks for their kindness to herself, and to 
Izates; but desired that they would however 
defer the execution of this slaughter of Izates’s 
brethren till he should be there himself, and give 
his approbation to it.” So, since these men had 
not prevailed with her when they advised her to 
slay then), they exhorted her at least to keep 
them in bonds till he should come, and that for 
their own security; they also gave her counsel 
to set up some one whom she should put the 
greatest trust in, as a governor of the kingdom 
in the mean time. So queen Helena complied 
with this counsel of theirs, and set up Monoba¬ 
zus, the eldest son, to be king, and put the dia¬ 
dem upon his head, and gave him his father's 
ring, with its signet; as also the ornament which 
they call Sampser, and exhorted him to adminis¬ 
ter the affairs of the kingdom till his brother 
should come; who came suddenly upon hearing 
that his father was dead, and succeeded his bro¬ 
ther Monobazus, who resigned up the govern¬ 
ment to him. 

3. Now, during the time Izates abode at Cha¬ 
rax-Spasini, a certain Jewish merchant, whose 
name was Ananias, got among the women that 
belonged to the king, and taught them to wor¬ 
ship God according to the Jewish religion. He, 
moreover, by their means, became known to 
Izates, and persuaded him in like manner to 
embrace that religion: he also, at the earnest 
entreaty of Izates, accompanied him when lie 
was sent for by his father to come to Adiabene; 
it also happened that Helena, about the same 
time, was instructed by a certain other Jew, and 
went over to them. But when Izates had taken 
the kingdom, and was come to Adiabene, and 
there saw his brethren and other kinsmen in 
bonds, he was displeased at it; and as he thought 
it an instance of impiety either to elay or impri¬ 
son them, but still thought it a hazardous thing 
for to let them have their liberty with the remem¬ 
brance of the injuries that had been offered them, 
he sent some of them and their children for hos¬ 
tages to Rome, to Claudius Caesar, nnd sent the 
others to Artabanus, the king of Parthia, with 
the like intentions. 

4. And when he perceived that his mother was 
highly pleased with the Jewish customs, he made 
haste to change, and to embrace them entirely; 
and, as he supposed that he could not be tho¬ 
roughly a Jew unless he were circumcised, he 
was ready to have it done. But, when his mother 
understood what he was nbout, she endeavored 
to hinder him from doing it, and said to him, that 
“this thing would bring him into danger, nncl 
that, as he was a king, he would thereby bring 
himself into great odium among his subjerts, 
when they should understand that ne was so fond 
of rites that were to them strange and foreign; 
nnd that they would never bear to be ruled over 
hy a Jew.” This it was that she said to him, and 
ten .»on,for no other than one best beloved, as does both 
the Ohl and New Testament,! mean where there were 
one or more sons besides, Hen. xxii. 2, Ilcb. xi. 17. See 
the note on h. i. ch. xiii. sect. 1. 

Jit is very remarkable, that the remains of Noah's 
ark were believed to be still in bcinpin the days of Jose¬ 
phus. See the note on b. I. cli. iii. sect. 5. 
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for the present persuaded him to forbear. And ■ 
when he had related what she had said to Ana¬ 
nias, he confirmed what his mother had said, 
and when he had also threatened to leave him, 
unless he complied with him, he went away 
from him, and said, that “he was afraid lest 
such an action being once made public to all, he 
should himself be in danger of punishment, for 
having been the occasion of it, and having been 
the king’s instructer in actions that were of ill 
reputation; and he said, that he might worship 
God w ithout being circumcised, even though he 
did resolve to follow the Jewish law entirely, 
which worship of God was of a superior nature 
to circumcision. He added, that God would for¬ 
give him, though he did not perform the opera¬ 
tion, while it was omitted out of necessity, and 
for fear of his subjects. 1 ' So the king at that 
time complied with these persuasions of Ananias. 
But afterward, as he had not quite left off his 
desire of doing this thing, a certain other Jew 
that came out of Galilee, whose uaine was Elea- 
rar, and who was esteemed very skilful in the 
learning of his country, persuaded him to do the 
thing; for as he entered into his palace to salute 
him, and found him reading the law of Moses, 
he said to him, “Thou dost not consider, O king! 
that thou unjustly breakest the principal of those 
laws, and art injurious to God himself, [by omit¬ 
ting to be circumcised;] for thou oughtest not 
only to read them, but chiefly to practise what 
they enjoin thee. How long wilt thon continue 
uncircumcised? But, if thou hast not yet read 
the law about circumcision, and dost not know 
how great impiety thou art guilty of by neglect¬ 
ing it, read it now.” When the king iiad heard 
what he said, he delayed the thing no longer, 
but retired to another room, and sent for a sur¬ 
geon, and did what he was commanded to do. 
He then sent for his mother and Ananias, his 
tutor, and informed them that he had done the 
thing, upon which they were presently struck 
with astonishment and fear, and that to a great 
degree, lest the thing should be openly discover¬ 
ed and censured, and the king should hazard the 
loss of his kingdom, while his subjects would not 
bear to be governed by a man who was so zealous 
in another religion; and lest they should them¬ 
selves run some hazard, because they would be 
supposed the occasion of his so doing. But it 
was God himself who hindered what they feared 
from taking effect; for he preserved both Izates 
himself, and his sons, when they fell into many 
dangers, and procured their deliverance when it 
seemed to be impossible, and demonstrated there¬ 
by, that the fruit of piety does not perish as to 
those that have regard to him, and fix their faith 
upon him only.* But these events we shall re¬ 
late hereafter. 

5. But as to Helena, the king's mother, when 
she saw that the affairs of Izates’s kingdom were 
in pence, and that her son was a happy man, and 
admired among all men, and even among foreign¬ 
ers, by the means of God’s providence over him, 
she had a mind to go to the city of Jerusalem, in 
order to worship at that temple of God which was 
so very famous among all men, and to offer her 
thank-offerings there. So she desired her son to 

* Josephus is very full and express in these ihrre chap¬ 
ters, iii. iv. and v. in observing how carefully Divine 
Providence preserved this Izates. king of Adiabene and 
his sons, while he did what lie thought was his houmlen 
dufy, notwit hstanding the strongest political motives to 
the contrary. 

t This farther account of the benefactions oflzates and 
Helena to the Jerusalem Jews, which Josephus here 
promises, is, I think, nowhere performed by him in his 
present works. But of this terrible famine’itself in Ju¬ 
dea, take Dr. Hudson’s note here:—“This (says he) is 
that famine foretold by Agabus, Arts xi. 28, which hap¬ 
pened when Claudius was Consul the fourth time; and 
not that other which happened when Claudius wascon- 
sul the second time, nnd Cssina was his colleague, ns 
Scaliger says upon Eusebius, p. 174.” Now when Jo- 
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, give her leave to go thither: upon which he gave 
his consent to what she desired very willingly, 
and made great preparations for ber dismission, 
and gave her a great deal of money, and she 
u T ent down to the city of Jerusalem, her son con¬ 
ducting her on her journey a great way. Now 
her coming was of very great advantage to the 
people of Jerusalem, for whereas a famine did 
oppress them at that time, and many people died 
for want of what was necessary to procure food 
withal, queen Helena sent some of her servant* 
to Alexandria with money to buy a great quanti¬ 
ty of corn, and others of them to Cyprus, to bring 
a cargo of dried figs. And as soon as they were 
come back, and had brought those provisions, 
which was done very quickly, she distributed 
food to those that were in want of it, and left an 
excellent memorial behind her of this benefac¬ 
tion, which she bestowed on our whole nation. 
And when her son Izates was informed of this 
famine, he sent great sums of money to the prin¬ 
cipal men in Jerusalem. However, what favors 
this king and queen conferred upon our city of 
Jerusalem, shall be further related hereafter.f 

CHAP. III. 

How Artabanus, the King of Parihia , out of Fear 
of the secret Contrivances of his subjects against 
him , went to Izates , and was by him reinstated 
in his Government; as also how Bardanes, his 
Son , denounced JVar against Izates. 

$ 1. But now Artabanus, king of the Parthians, 
Dcrceiving that the governors of the provinces 
had framed a plot against him, did not think it 
safe for him to continue among them, but resolved 
to go to Izates, in hopes of finding some way for 
his preservation by his means, and if possible, for 
his return to his own dominions. So he came to 
Izates, and brought a thousand of his kindred 
and servants with him, and met him upon the 
road, while he well knew Izates, but Izates did 
not know him. When Artabanus stood near him, 
and, in the first place, worshipped him, accord¬ 
ing to the custom, he then said to him, “O king! 
do not thou overlook me thy servant, nor do thou 
proudly reject the suit I make thee: for, as I am 
reduced to a low estate by the change of fortune, 
and of a king am become a private man, I stand 
in need of tny assistance. Have regard, there¬ 
fore, unto the uncertainty of fortune, and esteem 
the care thou shalt take of me to be taken of thy¬ 
self also; for if I be neglected, and my subjects 
go oft' unpunished, many other subjects will be¬ 
come the more insolent towards other kings also.” 
And this speech Artabanus made with tears in 
his eyes, and with a dejected countenance. . Now 
as soon as Izates heard Artabanus’s name, and 
saw him stand as a supplicant before him, he 
leaped down from his norse immediately, and 
said to him, “ Take courage, O king! nor be dis¬ 
turbed at thy present calamity, as if it were in¬ 
curable; for the change of thy sad condition shall 
be sudden, for thou shalt find me to be more thy 
friend and thy assistant than thy hopes can pro¬ 
mise thee; for I will either re-establish thee in 
the kingdom of Parthia, or lose iny own*” 

2. When he had said this, he set Artabanus 
sepltus had said n little afterward, rh. v. sort. 2, that 
“Tiberias Alexander succeeded Cuspius Fndus as pro¬ 
curator,” he immediately subjoins, “ That under these 
procurators there happened a great famine in Judea.” 
Wlienrc It is plain that this famine continued for many 
years, on account of its duration under these two procu 
rators. Now Fndus was not seal into Judea till after 
the death of king Agrippa, i.e. towards the latter end of 
the fourth year of Claudius: so that this famine foretold 
hv Agiihus, happened upon the 5th, 6th, and 7th years 
of Claudius, as snys Valesius on Euseb. ii. 12. Of thitf 
famine also, nnd queen Helena's supplies, and her 
monument, see Moses Choronensis, p. 14-1,145, where it 
is observed in the notes, that Tausanins mention* her 
monument also. 
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upon his horse, ami followed him on foot, in hon¬ 
or of a king whom he owned as greater than him¬ 
self; which, when Arlabanus saw, he was very 
uneasy at it, and swore by his present fortune 
and honor, that he would get clown from his 
horse, unless Izates would get upon his horse 
again, and go before him. So he complied with 
his desire, and leaped upon his horse: and when 
he hnd brought nim to ids royal palace, he 
showed him all sorts of respect, when they sat 
together and he gave him the upper place at 
festivals also, as regarding not his present fortune, 
but his former dignity, and that upon this consi¬ 
deration also, that the changes of fortune are 
common to all men. He also wrote to the Par¬ 
tisans, to persuade them to receive Artabanus 
again; and gave them his right hand and his 
faith, that he should forget what was past and 
done, and that he would undertake for this as a 
mediator between them. Now the Parthians did 
Hot themselves refuse to receive him again, but 
leaded that it was not now in their power so to 
o; because they had committed the government 
to another person, who had accepted of it, and 
whose name was Cinnamus, and that they were 
afraid lest a civil war should arise on this ac¬ 
count. When Cinnamus understood their inten¬ 
tions, lie wrote to Artabanus himself, for he had 
been brought up by him, and was of a nature 
ood and gentle also, and desired him to put con- 
dence in him, and to come and take ins own 
dominions again. Accordingly Artabanus trusted 
him, and returned home; when Cinnamus met 
him, worshipped him, and saluted him as king, 
and took the diadem off his own head, and put it 
on the head of Artabanus. 

3. And thus was Artabanus restored to his 
kingdom again by the means of Izates, when he 
had lost it by the means of the grandees of the 
kingdom. Nor was he unmindful of the benefits 
he had conferred upon him, but rewarded him 
with such honors as were of the greatest esteem 
among them; for he gave him leave to wear his 
tiara upright,* and to sleep upon a golden bed, 
which are privileges and marks of honor pecu¬ 
liar to the kings of Parthia. lie also cut off a 
large and fruitful county from the king of Ar¬ 
menia. and bestowed it upon him. The name of 
the country is Nisibis, wherein the Macedonians 
hnd formerly built that city which they called 
Antioch of Mygdonia. And these were the ho¬ 
nors that were paid Izates by the king of the 
Parthians. 

4. But in no long time Artabanus died, and 
left his kingdom to his son Bardanes. Now this 
Bardanes came to Izates, and would have per¬ 
suaded him to join him with his army, and to as¬ 
sist him in the war he was preparing to make 
with the Romans, but he could not prevail with 
him. For Izates so well knew the strength and 

ood fortune of the Romans, that he took Bar- 
anes to attempt what was impossible to be done; 
and having besides sent his sons, five in number, 
and they but young also, to learn accurately the 
language of our nation, together with our learn¬ 
ing, as well as he had sent his mother to worship 
at our temple, as 1 have said already, he was the 
more backward to a compliance; and restrained 
Bardanes, telling him perpetually of the great 
armies and famous actions of the Romans, and 
thought thereby to terrify him, and desired there¬ 
by to hinder him from that expedition. But the 
Parthian king was provoked at this his beha¬ 
vior, and denounced war immediately against 
Izates. Yet did he gain no advantage by this 
war, because God cut off all his hopes therein; 
for the Parthians, perceiving Bardanes’s inten¬ 
tion, and how he nad determined to make war 
with the Romans, slew hiiq, and gave his king¬ 
dom to his brother Gotarzes. He also in no long 
* This privilege of wearing the tiara upright, or with 
tke tipof thecone erect, is known to have been of old pe- 


time perished by a plot made against him, and 
Vologases, his brother, succeeded him, who com¬ 
mitted two of his provinces to two of his bro¬ 
thers by the same father; that of the Medes to 
the elder, Pacorus, and Armenia to the younger, 
Tiridates. 

CHAP. IV. 

How Izates was betrayed by his own Subjects , and 
fought against by the Arabians; and how Iza¬ 
tes, by the Providence of God , was delivered 

out of their Hands. 

$ 1. Now when the king’s brother, Monobazus, 
and his other kindred, saw how Izates, by his 
piety to God, vvas become greatly esteemed by 
all men, they also had a desire to leave the reli¬ 
gion of their country, and to embrace the custom* 
of the Jews; but that act of theirs was discover¬ 
ed by Izates’s subjects. Whereupon the gran¬ 
dees were much displeased, and could not con¬ 
tain their anger at them: but had an intention, 
when they should find a proper opportunity, to 
inflict a punishment upon them. Accordingly, 
they wrote to Abin, king of the Arabians, "and 
promised him great sums of money, if he would 
make an expedition against their king; ana they 
farther promised him, that on the first onset they 
would desert their king, because they were desi¬ 
rous to punish him, by reason of the hatred he 
had to their religious worship; then they obliged 
themselves, by oaths, to be faithful to each other, 
and desired that he would make haste in this 
design. The king of Arabia complied with their 
desires, and brought a great army into the field, 
and inarched against Izates: and in the begin¬ 
ning of the first onset, and before they came to 
a close fight, those grandees, as if they had a 
panic terror upon them, all deserted Izates, as 
they had agreed to do, and turning their backs 
upon their enemies, ran away. Yet was not Iza¬ 
tes dismayed at this: but when he understood 
that the grandees had betrayed him, he also re¬ 
tired into his camp, and made inquiry into the 
matter; and as soon as he knew who they were 
that made this conspiracy with the king of Ara¬ 
bia, he cut off those that were found guilty; and 
renewing the fight on the next day, he slew the 
greatest part of his enemies, and forced all the 
rest to betake themselves to flight. He also pur¬ 
sued their king, and drove him into a fortress 
called Arsamus, and following on the siege vigo¬ 
rously, he took that fortress. And when he had 
plundered it of all the prey that was in it, which 
was not small, he returned to Adiabene: yet did he 
not take Abia alive; because, when he found him¬ 
self encompassed on every side, he slew himself. 

2. But although the grandees of Adiabene had 
failed in their first attempt, as being delivered up 
hy God into their king’s hands, yet would they 
not even then be quiet, but wrote again to Volo¬ 
gases, who was then king of Parthia, and desired 
that he would kill izates, and set over them some 
other potentate, who should be of a Parthian fami¬ 
ly; for they said, that “they hated their own king 
for abrogating tiie laws of their forefathers, and 
embracing foreign customs.” When the king of 
Parthia heard this, he boldly made war upon 
Izates; and as he had just pretence for this war, 
he sent to him, and demanded back those honor¬ 
able privileges which had been bestowed on him 
by his father, and threatened, on his refusal, to 
make war upon him. Upon hearing of this, Iza¬ 
tes was under no small trouble of mind, as think¬ 
ing it would be a reproach upon him, to appear 
to resign those privileges that had been bestow¬ 
ed upon him, out of cowardice; yet because he 
knew, thnt though the king of Parthia should re¬ 
ceive back those honors, yet would he not be 
quiet, he resolved to commit himself to God, his 
protector, in the present danger he was in of his 
culiar to (great) kings, from Xenophon and others, as Dr. 
Hudson observes here. 
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life: and as he esteemed him to be his principal 
assistant, he intrusted his children and his wives 
to a very strong fortress, and laid up his corn in 
his citadels, and set the hay and the grass on fire. 
And when he had thus put things in order as well 
as he could, he awaited the coming of the ene¬ 
my. And when the king of Partnia was come 
with a great army of footmen and horsemen, 
which he did sooner than was expected, (for he 
marched in great haste,) and had cast up a bank 
at the river that parted Adiabene from Media; 
Izates also pitched his camp not far off, having 
with him six thousand horsemen. But there 
came a messenger to Izates, sent by the king of 
Parthia, who told him, “ how large his dominions 
were, as reaching from the river Euphrates to 
Bactria, and enumerated that king’s subjects: he 
also threatened him, that he should be punished, 
as a person ungrateful to his lords; and said,that 
the God whom he worshipped could not deliver 
him out of the king’s hands.” When the mes¬ 
senger had delivered this his message, Izates 
replied, that ‘‘he knew the king of Parthia ’3 
ower was much greater than his own; but that 
e knew also, that God was much more powerful 
than all men.” And when he had returned this 
auswer, he betook himself to make supplication 
to God,* and threw himself upon the ground, and 
put ashes upon his head, in testimony of his con¬ 
fusion, and fasted, together with his wives and 
children. Then he called upon God, and said, 
»• O Lord and Governor, if 1 have not in vain 
committed myself to thy goodness, but have just¬ 
ly determined that thou only art the Lord and 
Principal of all beings, come now to my assist¬ 
ance, and defend me from my enemies, not only 
on my own account, but on account of their inso¬ 
lent behavior with regard to thy power, while 
they have not feared to lift up their proud and 
arrogant tongue against thee.” Thus did he la¬ 
ment and bemoan himself, with tears in his eyes; 
whereupon God heard his prayer. And imme¬ 
diately, that very night, Vologases received let¬ 
ters, the contents of which were these, that a 
great band of Dahae and Sacce, despising him, 
now he was gone so long a journey from home, 
had made an expedition, and laid Parthia waste; 
so that he [was forced to] retire back, without 
doing any thing. And thus it was that Izates 
escaped the threatenings of the Parthians, by 
the providence of God. 

3. It was not long ere Izates died, when he 
had completed fifty-live years of his life, and had 
ruled his kingdom twenty-four years. He left 
behind him twenty-four sons and twenty-four 
daughters. However, he gave order that his 
brother Monobazus should succeed in the govern¬ 
ment, thereby requiting him, because, while he 
was himself absent after their father’s death, he 
had faithfully preserved the government for him. 
But when Helena his mother, heard of her son’s 
death, she was in great heaviness, as was but 
natural upon her loss of such a most dutiful son; 
yet was it a comfort to her. tiiat she heard the 
succession came to her eldest son. Accordingly 
she went to him in haste, and when she was come 
into Adiabene, she did not long outlive her son 
Izates. But Monobazus sent her bones, as well 
as those of Izates, his brother, to Jerusalem, and 
gave order that they should be buried at the pyr¬ 
amids! which their mother had erected; they 
were three in number, and distant no more than 


401 

three furlongs from the city of Jerusalem. But 
for the actions of Monobazus the king, which he 
did during the rest of his life, we will relate them 
hereafter.}: 

CHAP. V. 

Concerning Theudas, and the Sons of Judas the 
Galilean; as also what Calamity fell upon the 
Jews on the Day of the Passover. 

5 1. Now it came to pass, while Fadus wa3 
procurator of Judea, that a certain magician, 
whose name was Theudas,|| persuaded a great 
part of the people to take their effects with them, 
and to follow hirn to the river Jordan; for he told 
them that he was a prophet, and that he would, 
by his own command, divide the river, and afford 
them an easy passage over it; and many were 
deluded by his words. However, FadufcJid not 
permit them to make any advantage of his wild 
attempt, but sent a troop of horsemen out against 
them: who, falling upon them unexpectedly, slew 
many of them, and took many of them alive. 
They also took Theudas alive, and cut off his 
head, and carried it to Jerusalem. This was 
what befell the Jews in the time of Cuspius Fa- 
dus’s government. 

2. Then came Tiberius Alexander as success¬ 
or to Fadus; he was the son of Alexander the 
alabarch of Alexandria, which Alexander was a 

E rincipal person among all his contemporaries, 
oth for his family and wealth; he was also more 
eminent for his piety than this his son Alexander, 
for he did not continue in the religion of his coun¬ 
try. Under these procurators that great famine 
happened in Judea, in which queen Helena bought 
corn in Egypt, at a very great expense, and Dis¬ 
tributed it to those that were in want, as I have 
related already. And besides this, the sons of 
Judas of Galilee were now slain; I mean of that 
Judas who caused the people to revolt, when Cy- 
renius came to take an account of the estates of 
the Jews, as we have showed in a foregoing book. 
The names of those sons were Janies and Simon, 
whom Alexander commanded to be crucified. 
But now Herod, king of Chalcis, removed Joseph, 
the son of Catnydus, from the high priesthood, 
and made Ananias, the son of Nebedeus, his suc¬ 
cessor. And now it was that Cunianus came aa 
successor to Tiberius Alexander; as also that 
Herod, brother of Agrippa the great king, de¬ 
parted this life, in the eighth year of the reign 
of Claudius Caesar. He left behind him three 
sons, Aristobulus, whom he had by his first wife, 
with Bernicianus and llyrcanus, both whom he 
had by Bernice, his brother’s daughter. But 
Claudius Ctcsar bestowed his dominions on Agrip¬ 
pa junior. 

3. Now, while the Jewish affairs were under 
the administration of Cunianus, there happened 
a great tumult at the city of Jerusalem, and 
many of the Jews perished therein. But I shall 
first explain the occasion whence it was derived. 
When that feast which is called the Passover was 
at hand, at which time our custom is to use un¬ 
leavened bread, and a great multitude was gather¬ 
ed together from all parts to that feast, Cumnnus 
was afraid lest some attempt of innovation should 
then be made by them; so he ordered that one 
regiment of the army should take their arms, 
and stand in the temple cloisters, to repress any 
attempts of innovation, if perchance any such 
should begin: and this was no more than what 


* This mourning and fasting, used by Izatcs.with pros- which Dr. Hudson refers ns to Vniesins’s notes upon tiiat 
tration of his body, and ashes upon bis head, are plain place. They are also mentioned by I’nusanias, as hath 
signs tiiat he was become either a Jew. or an Ebionite been already noted, ch. ii. sect. 6. Reinnd guesses 1 bat 
Christian, who indeed differed not n>irh from proper that now called Absalom's pillar may he one of them. 
Jews. Sec ch. vi. sect. 1. However his supplications 1 t This account is now wanting, 
were heard, and he was providentially delivered from U This Theudas. who nrosc under Fadus the prorura- 
tbat imminent danger he was in. tor, about A. D. -15. or -46, rould not be that Theudas who 

t These pyramids, or pillars, erected by Helena, queen arose in the days of the taxing, aider Cyrenius; or abou 
of Adiabene, near Jerusalem, three in number, are men- 1 A.D. 7. Actsv. 30,37. Who tiiat earlier Theudas wai 
honed by Eusebius in his Eccles. Hist. b. ii. cli. 12; for 1 see the note on b. xvik ch. x. sect. 5. 
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the former procurators of Judea did at such fes¬ 
tivals. But on the fourth day of the feast, a cer¬ 
tain soldier let down his breeches, and exposed 
his privy members to the multitude, which put 
those that saw him into a furious rage, and made 
them cry out, that this impious nction was not 
done to reproach them, but God himself; nay, 
some of them reproached Cumanus, and pre¬ 
tended that the soldier was set on by him, which, 
when Cumanus heard, he was also himself not a 
little provoked at such reproaches laid upon him; 
yet did he exhort them to leave off such seditious 
attempts, and not to raise a tumult at the festival. 
But when he could not induce them to be quiet, 
for they still went on in their reproaches to him, 
he gave order that the whole army should take 
their entire armor, and come to Antonia, which 
was a fortress, as we have said already, which 
overlooked the temple; but when the multitude 
saw the soldiers there, they were affrighted at 
them, and ran away hastily; but as the passages 
out were but narrow, and as they thought their 
enemies followed them, they were crowded to¬ 
gether in their flight, and a great number were 
pressed to death in these narrow passages; nor 
indeed was the number fewer than twenty thou¬ 
sand that perished in this tumult. So, instead of 
a festival, they had at last a mournful day of it; 
and they all of them forgot their prayers and 
sacrifices, and betook themselves to lamentation 
and weeping; so great an affliction did the im¬ 
pudent obsceneness of a single soldier bring upon 
them.* 

4. Now before this their first mourning was 
over, another mischief befell them also; for some 
of those that raised the foregoing tumult, when 
they were travelling along the public road, about 
a hundred furlongs from the city, robbed Stepha- 
nus, a servant of Caesar, as he was journeying, 
and plundered him of all that he had with him. 
Which thing? when Cumanus heard of, he sent 
soldiers immediately, and ordered them to plunder 
the neighboring villages, and to bring the most 
eminent persons among them in bonds to him. 
Now, as this devastation was making, one of the 
soldiers seized the laws of Moses that lay in one 
of those villages, and brought them out before 
the eyes of all present, and tore them to pieces; 
and this was done with reproachful language, 
and much scurrility. Which things when the 
Jews heard of, they ran together, and that in 
great numbers, and came down to Ctesarea, 
where Cumanus then was, and besought him 
that he would avenge, not themselves, but God 
himself, whose laws had been affronted; for that 
they could not bear to live nny longer, if the 
laws of their forefathers must be affronted after 
this manner. Accordingly, Cumanus, out of fear 
lest the multitude should go into a sedition, and 
by the advice of his friends also, took care that 
the soldier who had offered the affront to the 
laws should be beheaded, and thereby put a stop 
to the sedition which was ready to be kindled a 
second time. 

CHAP. VI. 

How there happened a Quarrel between the Jews 

and the Samaritans, and how Claudius put an 

End to their JJiJferences. 

5 1. Now there arose a quarrel between the 
Samaritans and the Jews, on the occasion follow¬ 
ing: it was the custom of the Galileans, when 
they came to the holy city at the festivals, to 

♦This, and many more tumults and seditions, which 
arose at the Jewish festivals, in Josephus, illustrate the 
cautious procedure of the Jewish governors, when they 
said, Matt. xxvi. 3. “ Let us not take Jcsuson the feast- 
day, lest there he nn uproar among the people,’’ ns Re¬ 
land well observes on this place. Josephus also takes 
notice of the same thing, Of the War, h. i. ch. iv. sect. 3, 

fThis constant passage of the Onlileana through the 
country of Samaria, ns they went to Juden and Jerusa¬ 
lem, Illustrates several passages in the gospels to the 
•unc purpose, as Dr. Hudson rightly observes. See Luke 


take their journey through the country of the 
Samaritans;! anti at this time there lay, in 
the road they took, a village that was called 
Ginea, which was situated in the limits of Sa¬ 
maria and the great plain, where certain persons 
thereto belonging fought with the Galileans, ana 
killed a great many of them. But, when the 
principal of the Galileans were informed of what 
had been done, they came to Cumanus, and de¬ 
sired hint to avenge the murder of those that 
were killed: but he was induced by the Samari¬ 
tans, with money, to do nothing in the matter: 
upon which the Galileans were much displeased, 
and persuaded the multitude of the Jews to be¬ 
take themselves to arms, and to regain their li¬ 
berty, saying, that “ slavery was in itself a bitter 
thing, but that, when it was joined with direct 
injuries, it was perfectly intolerable.” And when 
their principal men endeavored to pacify them, 
and promised to endeavor to persuade Cuma¬ 
nus to avenge those that were killed, they would 
not hearken to them, but took their weapons, and 
entreated the assistance of Eleazar, the son of 
Dineus, a robber, who had many years made his 
abode in the mountains, with which assistance 
they plundered many villages of the Samaritans. 
When Cumanus heard of this action of theirs, 
he took the band of Sebaste, with four regiments 
of footmen, and armed the Samaritans, and march¬ 
ed out against the Jews, and caught them, and 
slew many of them, and took a great number of 
them alive; whereupon those that were the most 
eminent persons at Jerusalem, and that both in 
regard to the respect that was paid them, and the 
families they were of, as soon as they saw to what 
a height things were gone, put on sackcloth, and 
heaped ashes upon their heads, and by all possi¬ 
ble means besought the seditious, and persuaded 
them that they would set before their eyes the 
utter subversion of their country, the conflagra¬ 
tion of their temple, and the slavery of them¬ 
selves, their wives, and children,^ which would 
be the consequences of what they were doing, 
and would alter their minds, would cast away 
their weapons, and for the future be quiet, and 
return to their own homes. These persuasions of 
theirs prevailed upon them. So the people dis¬ 
persed themselves, and the rubbers went away 
again to their places of strength; and after this 
time all Judea was overrun with robberies. 

2. But the principal of the Samaritans went to 
Ummidius Quadratus, the president of Syria, 
who at that time was at Tyre, and accused the 
Jews of setting their villages on fire, and plun¬ 
dering them; and said withal, that “they were 
not so much displeased at what they had suffered, 
as they were at the contempt thereby shown to 
the Romans; while, if they had received any 
injury, they ought to have made them the judges 
of what had been done, and not presently to make 
such devastation, as if they had not the Romans 
for their governors; on which account they came 
to him, in order to obtain the vengeance they 
wanted." This was the accusation which the 
Samaritans brought against the Jews. But the 
Jews affirmed, that the Samaritans were the 
authors of this tumult and fighting, and that, in 
the first place, Cumanus had been corrupted by 
their gifts, and passed over the murder of those 
that were slain in silence. Which allegations 
when Quadratus heard, he put off the hearing of 
the cause, and promised that he would give sen¬ 
tence when he should come into Judea, and 

xvii. 11, John iv. 4. See also Josephus in his own life, 
sect. 50, where that Journey is determined to three days. 

J Our Saviour had forciold that the Jews’ rejection of 
his gospel would bring upon them, among other mise¬ 
ries, these three, which they themselves here ahow they 
expected would he the consequences of their present tu¬ 
mults and seditions; the utter subversion of their coun¬ 
try, the conflagration of their temple, and the slavery 
of themselves, their wives, and children. See Luke 
xxi. 6—23. 
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should have a more exact knowledge of the truth 
of that matter. So these men went away with¬ 
out success. Yet was it not long ere Quadratus 
came to Samaria, where, upon hearing the cause, 
he supposed that the Samaritans were the au¬ 
thors of that disturbance. But, when he was 
informed that certain of the Jews were making 
innovations, he ordered those to be crucified 
whom Cumanus had taken captives. From 
whence he came to a certain village called Lyd- 
da, which was not less than a city in largeness, 
and there heard the Samaritan cause a second 
time before his tribunal, and there learned from 
a certain Samaritan, that one of the chief of the 
Jews, whose name was Dortus, and some other 
innovators with him, four in number, persuaded 
the multitude to a revolt from the Romans, whom 
Quadratus ordered to be put to death; but still 
he sent away Ananias the high priest, and Ana- 
nus the commander [of the temple,] in bonds to 
Rome, to give an account of what they had done 
to Claudius Caesar. He also ordered the princi¬ 
pal men, both of the Samaritans and of the Jews, 
as also Cumanus the procurator, and Celer the 
tribune, to go to Italy to the emperor, that he 
might hear their cause, and determine their dif¬ 
ferences one with another. But he came again 
to the city of Jerusalem, out of his fear that the 
multitude of the Jews should attempt some in¬ 
novations: but he found the city in a peaceable 
state, and celebrating one of the usual festivals 
of their country to God. So he believed that 
they would not attempt any innovations, and left 
them at the celebration ot the festival, and re¬ 
turned to Antioch. 

3. Now Cumanus, and the principal of the Sa¬ 
maritans, who were sent to Rome, had a day ap¬ 
pointed them by the emperor, whereon they were 
to have pleaded their cause about the quarrels 
they had one with another. But now Caesar’s 
freed-men, and his friends, were very zealous on 
the behalf of Cumanus and the Samaritans; and 
they had prevailed over the Jews, unless Agrip- 
pa junior, who was then at Rome, had seen the 

f jrincipal of the Jews hard set, and had earnest- 
y entreated Agrippina, the emperor’s wife, to 
persuade her husband to hear the cause, so as 
was agreeable to liis justice, and to condemn 
those to be punished who were really the authors 
of this revolt from the Roman government.— 
Whereupon Claudius was so well disposed be¬ 
forehand, that when he had heard the cause, and 
found that the Samaritans had been the ring¬ 
leaders in those mischievous doings, he gave 
order, that those who came up to him should be 
slain, and that Cumanus should be banished. He 
also gave order, that Celer the tribune should be 
carried back to Jerusalem, and should be drawn 
through the city in the sight of all the people, 
and then should be slain. 

♦This Simon, a friend of Felix, a Jew, born in Cyprus, 
though tie pretended to he a magician, and seems to have 
been wicked enough, could hardly he that famous Simon 
the magician, in the Acts of the A postles, viii. 9, &c. as 
some are ready to suppose. This Simon mentioned in 
the Acts was not properly a Jew, but a Samaritan, of 
the town of Gilta*, in the country of Satnaria, as the 
Apostolical Constitutions, vi.7, the Uecoguitionsof Cle¬ 
ment, ii. 6, and Justin Martyr, himself horn in thecoun- 
try of Samaria, Apology, i. 3-1, inform us. lie was al¬ 
so the author, not of any ancient Jewish,but of the first 
Gentile heresies, as the t'orenientioned authors ns sure ng. 
So I suppose him a different person from the other. I 
mean this only upon the hypothesis*, that Josephus was 
not misinformed as to his being a Cypriot Jew; for other¬ 
wise the time, the name, the profession, and the wick¬ 
edness of them both would strongly incline one to be¬ 
lieve them the very same. As to that Drusilla, the sis¬ 
ter of Agrippa junior, as Josephus informs us here, and 
a Jewess, as St. Luke informs us, Acts, xxiv.24, whom 
this Simon mentioned hy Josephus persuaded to leavo 
her former husband, Azizus king of Emesn,a proselyte 
o£ justice, and to marry Felix, the heathen procurator 
of Judea; Tacitus, Hist. v. 9, supposes her to be a hca : 


CHAP. VII. 

Felix is made Procurator of Judea; as also con¬ 
cerning jlgrippa junior and his Sisters. 

6 1. So Claudius sent Felix, the. brother of 
Pallans, to take care of the affairs of Judea; and 
when he had already completed the twelfth year 
of his rei^n, lie bestowed upon Agrippa the te- 
trarchy oi Philip and Batanea, and added thereto 
Trachonitis, with Abila; which last had been the 
tetrarchy of Lysanias; but he took from him 
Chalcis, when he had been governor thereof four 
years. And when Agrippa had received these 
countries as the gift of Ciesar, he gave his sister 
Drusilla in marriage to Azizus, king of Emesa, 
upon his consent to be circumcised; for Epipha- 
ne3, the son of king Antiochus, had refused to 
marry her, because, after he had promised her 
father formerly to come over to the Jewish reli¬ 
gion, he would not now perform that promise. 
He also gave Mariamne in marriage to Arche- 
laus, the son of Helcias, to whom she had former¬ 
ly been betrothed by Agrippa her father; from 
which marriage was derived a daughter, whose 
name was Bernice. 

2. But for the marriage of Drusilla with Azizus, 
it was in no long time afterward dissolved upon 
the following occasion: While Felix was procu¬ 
rator of Judea, he saw this Drusilla, and fell in 
love with her; for she did indeed exceed all other 
women in beauty; and he sent to her a person 
whose name was Simon,* one of his friends; a 
Jew lie was, and by birth a Cypriot, and one who 
pretended to be a magician, and endeavored to 
persuade her to forsake her present husband, 
and marry him; and promised, that if she would 
not refuse him, he would make her a happy wo¬ 
man. Accordingly she acted ill, and because she 
was desirous to avoid her Sister Bernice’s envy, 
for she was very ill treated by her on account of 
her beauty, was prevailed upon to transgress the 
laws of her forefathers, and to marry Felix; and, 
when he had had a son by her, he named him 
Agrippa. But after what manner that young 
man, with his wife, perished at the conflagration 
of the mountain Vesuvius,! in the days ol Titus 
Caesar, shall be related hereafter.! 

3. But as for Bernice, she lived a widow a good 
while after the death of Herod ("king of Chalcis,] 
who was both her husband and her uncle; but 
when the report went that she had criminal con¬ 
versation with her brother, [Agrippa junior ,J she 

ersuaded Polemo, who was king of Cilicia, to 

e circumcised, and to marry her, as supposing 
that by this means she should prove those calum¬ 
nies upon her to be false; and Polemo was pre¬ 
vailed'upon, and that chiefly on account of. her 
riches. Vet did not this matrimony endure long; 
but Bernice left Polemo, and as was said, with 
impure intentions. So he forsook at once this 

then, and the grand-daughterof Antonius and Cleopat¬ 
ra, contrary Both to St. Luke and Josephus. Now Ta¬ 
citus lived somewhat too remote, both as to time and 
place, to he compared with either of those Jewish 
writers. In a matter concerning the Jews in Judea in 
their own days,and concerning a sister of Agrippa jun¬ 
ior, with which Agrippa Josephus was himself so well 
acquainted. It is probable that Taritus niaysav true 
when he informs us that this Felix (who bad in nil three 
wives or queens, as Suetonius in Claudius sect. 2S, as¬ 
sures us,) did once marry sucli a grandchild of Antoni¬ 
ns and Cleopntra, and finding the name of one of them 
to have been Drusilla, he mistook her for that other 
wife, whose name he did know. 

t This eruption of Vesuvius was one of the greatest 
we have in history'. See Bianchini's curious and impor- 
tnnt observations on this Vesuvius, and its seven several 
great eruptions, with their remains vitrified, and still 
existing in so many different strata yndej ground, till: 
the diggers came to the antediluvian, waters,with their 
proportionable interstices, implying the deluge to haver 
been above 2,500 years before the Christian era, accor 
ding to our exactest chronology. 

X This is now wanting. 
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matrimony, and the Jewish religion: and, at the 
same tin.e, Marianine put away Archelaus, and 
was married to Demetrius, the principal man 
among the Alexandrian Jews, both for his family 
and his wealth; and indeed he wa9 then their 
alabarch. So she named her son whom she had 
by him Agrippinus. But of all those particulars 
we shall hereafter treat more exactly.* 

CHAP. VIII. 

After what manner , upon the Death of Claudius, 
Nero succeeded in the Government; as also what 
barbarous things he did. Concerning the Rob¬ 
bers , Murderers, and Impostors that arose while 
Felix and Festus were Procurators of Judea. 

\ 1. Now Claudius Cmsar died when he had 
reigned thirteen years, eight months, and twenty 
days;f and a report went about that he was poi¬ 
soned by his wife Agrippina. Her father was 
Germanicus, the brother of Caesar. Her hus¬ 
band was Domitius iEnobarbus, one of the most 
illustrious persons that was in the city of Rome; 
after whose death, and her long continuance in 
widowhood, Claudius took her to wife; she 
brought along with her a son, Domitius, of the 
same name with his father. He had before this 
slain his wife Messalina, out of jealousy, by 
whom he had his children Britannicus and Octa- 
via; their eldest sister was Antonia, whom he 
had by Pelina his first wife. He also married 
Octavia to Nero; for that was the name that Cae¬ 
sar gave him afterward, upon adopting him for 
his son. 

2. But now Agrippina wa9 afraid, lest, when Bri¬ 
tannicus should come to man’s estate, he should 
succeed his father in the government, and desired 
to seize upon the principality beforehand for her 
own son [Nero;] upon which the report went, 
that she thence compassed the death of Clau¬ 
dius. Accordingly, she sent Burrhus, the gene¬ 
ral of the army, immediately, and with him the 
tribunes, and such also of the freed-roen a9 were 
of the greatest authority, to bring Nero away 
into the camp, and to salute him emperor. And 
when Nero had thu9 obtained the government, he 
got Britannicus to be so poisoned, that the mul¬ 
titude should not perceive it; although he pub¬ 
licly put his own mother to death not long after¬ 
ward, making her this requital, not only for being 
born of her, but by bringing it so about by her 
contrivances that he obtained the Roman empire. 
He also slew Octavia his own wife, and many 
other illustrious persons, under the pretence that 
they plotted against him. 

3. But I omit any further discourse about these 
affairs, for there have been a great many who 
have composed the history of Nero; some of 
whom have departed from the truth of facts out 
of favor, as having received benefits from him; 
while others, out of hatred to him, and the great 
ill-will which they bore him, have so impudently 
raved against him with their lies, that they justly 

* This also is now wanting. 

f This duration of the reign of Claudius agrees with 
Dio, as Dr. Hudson here remarks; ns he also remarks, 
that Nero’s nu.nc,which was at first L. Domitius JEno- 
barbus , after Claudius had adopted him,was Kero Clau¬ 
dius Cusar Drusus Germanicus. 

I This Socinus is elsewhere mentioned [by Josephus 
in his own Life,sect. ll,asalso] by DioCassiusand Ta¬ 
cituses Dr. Hudson informs ns. 

« Thls agrees with Josephus’s frequent accounts else- 
ere in hlsown Life, that Tiberias,and Taricbc®, and 
Gamala were under this Agrippa junior, till Justus, the 
son of Pistus, seized upon them for the Jews upon the 
breaking out of the war. 

$ This treacherous nnd harbarous murder of tbe good 
high priest Jonathan, by the contrivance of this wicked 
procurator Felix, was the immediate occasion of tbe en¬ 
suing murders by the Bicarii or ruffians, and one great 
cause of the followiag horrid cruelties and miseries of 
the Jewish nation, as Josephus here supposes,whose ex- 
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deserve to be condemned: nor do I wonder at 
such as have told lies of Nero, since they have 
not in their writings preserved the truth of his¬ 
tory as to those facts that were earlier than his 
time, even when the actors could have noway 
incurred their hatred, since those writers lived a 
long time after them. But as to those that have 
no regard to truth, they may write as they please, 
for in that they take delight: but as to ourselves, 
who have made truth our direct aim, we shall 
briefly touch upon what only belongs remotely 
to this undertaking, but shall relate what hath 
happened to us Jews with great accuracy, and 
shall not grudge our pains in giving an account 
both of the calamities we have suffered, and of 
the crimes we have been guilty of. I will now 
therefore return to the relation of our own affairs. 

4. For in the first year of the reign of Nero, 
upon the death of Azizus, king of Emesa, Soe- 
mus,f his brother, succeeded in his kingdom, and 
Aristobulus, the son of Herod, king of Chalcis, 
was intrusted by Nero with the government of 
Lesser Armenia. Caesar also bestowed on Agrip¬ 
pa a certain part of Galilee, Tiberias, and Tari- 
cheae,[| and ordered them to submit to his juris¬ 
diction. He gave him also Julias, a city of Pe¬ 
rea, with fourteen villages that lay about it. 

5. Now, as for the affairs of the Jews, they 
grew worse and worse continually; for the coun¬ 
try was again filled with robbers and impostors, 
who deluded the multitude. Yet did Felix catch 
and put to death many of those impostors every 
day, together with the robbers. He also caught 
Eleazar, the son of Dineas, who had gotten to¬ 
gether a company of robbers; and this he did by 
treachery; for he gave him assurance that he 
should suffer no harm, and thereby persuaded 
him to come to him; but when he came he bound 
him, and sent him to Rome. Felix also bore an 
ill-will to Jonathan, the high priest, because be 
frequently gave him admonitions about govern¬ 
ing the Jewish affairs better than he did, lest he 
should himself have complaints made of him by 
the multitude, since he it was who had desired 
Cresar to send him as procurator of Judea. So 
Felix contrived a method whereby he might get 
rid of him, now he was become so continually 
troublesome to him; for such continual admoni¬ 
tions are grievous to those who are disposed to 
act unjustly. Wherefore Felix persuaded one of 
Jonathan’s most faithful friends, a citizen of Je¬ 
rusalem, whose name was Doras, to bring the 
robbers upon Jonathan, in order to kill him; and 
this he did by promising to give him a great deal 
of money for so doing. Doras complied with the 
proposal, and contrived matters so, that the rob¬ 
bers might murder him after the following man¬ 
ner: Certain of those robbers went up to the 
city, as if they were going to worship God, while 
they had daggers under tneir garments, and, by 
thus mingling themselves among the multitude, 
they slew Jonathan,$ and as this murder was 
never avenged, the robbers went up with the 

ccllent reflection on the gross wickedness of that nation, 
as the direct cause of their terrible destruction, is well 
’worthy the attention of every Jewish and of every 
Christian reader. A nd, since we are soon coming to the 
catalogue of the Jewish high priests, it may not be amiss 
with Relnnd, to insert this Jonathan among them, and 
to transcribe his particular catalogue of the last twenty- 
eight high priests, taken out of Josephus, and begin with 
Ananelus who was made by Herod the great. See An- 
tiq. b. xv. ch. ii. sect. 4, and the note there. 

1. Ananelus. 

2. Aristobulus. 

3. Jesus, the son ofFahus. 

4. Simon, the son of Boethus. 

5. Matthias, the son of Theophilus. 

G. Joazer, the eon of Boethus. 

7. Eleazar, the son of Boethus. 

8. Jesus, the son of Sie. 

9. [Annas or] Ananus, the son of Seth. 

10. Ismael, the son of Fabus. 
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greatest security at the festivals after this time, 
and having weapons concealed in like manner as 
before, and mingling themselves among the mul¬ 
titude, they slew certain of their own enemies, 
and were subservient to other men for money, 
and slew others, not only in remote parts of the 
city, but in the temple itself also; for they had 
the boldness to murder men there, without think¬ 
ing of the impiety of which they were guilty. 
And this seems to me to have been the reason 
why God, out of his hatred of these men’s wick¬ 
edness, rejected our city, and as for the temple, 
tie no longer esteemed ii sufficiently pure for him 
to inhabit therein, but brought the Romans upon 
us, and threw a fire upon the city to purge it, and 
brought upon us, our wives and children, slavery, 
as desirous to make us wiser by our calamities. 

6 . These works that were done by the robbers, 
filled the city with all sorts of impiety. And 
now these impostors* and deceivers persuaded 
the multitude to follow them into the wilderness, 
and pretended that they would exhibit manifest 
wonders and signs that should be performed by 
the providence of God. And many that were 
prevailed on by them suffered the punishment of 
their folly: for Felix brought them back, and 
then punished them. Moreover, there came out 
of Egypt,f about this time, to Jerusalem, one 
that said he was a prophet, and advised the mul¬ 
titude of the common people to go along with 
him to the Mount of Olives, as it was called, 
which lay over against the city, and at the dis¬ 
tance of five furlongs. He said further, that he 
would show them from thence, how, at his com¬ 
mand, the walls of Jerusalem would fall down; 
and he promised them, that he would procure 
them au entrance into the city through those 
walls, when they were fallen down. Now, when 
Felix was informed of these things, he ordered 
his soldiers to take their weapons, and came 
against them with a great number of horsemen 
and footmen from Jerusalem, and attacked the 
Egyptian and the people that were with him. 
He also slew four hundred of them, and took two 
hundred alive. But the Egyptian himself escaped 
out of the fight, but did not appear any more. 
And again the robbers stirred up the people to 
make war with the Romans, and said, that they 
ought not to obey them at all; and wheo any per¬ 
son would not comply with them, they set fire to 
their villages, and plundered them. 

7. And now it was that a great sedition arose 
between the Jews that inhabited Cmsarea, and 
the Syrians who dwelt there also, concerning 
their equal right to the privileges belonging to 
citizens, for the Jews claimed the pre-eminence, 
because Herod their king was the builder of Cae¬ 
sarea, and because he was by birth a Jew. Now, 
the Syrians did not deny what was alleged about 
Herod; but they said, that Caesarea was formerly 
called Strato’s Tower, and that then there was 
notone Jewish inhabitant. When the presidents 
of that country heard of these disorders, they 
caught the authors of them on both sides, and 
tormented them with stripes, and by that means 
put a stop to the disturbance for a time. But 

1J. Eleazar, the son of Ananus 

12. Simon, the son of Camithus. 

13. Josephus Caiaphas, the son-in-law to Ananus. 

14. Jonathan, the son of Ananus. 

15. Theophilus, his brother, and son of Ananus. 

1G. Simon the son of Boethus. [Ananus. 

17. Matthias, the brother of Jonathan, and son of 

18. AljoneuB. 

19. Josephus, the son of Camydus. 

20. Ananias, the son of Nebedeus. 

21. Jonathan. 

22. Ishmael, the son of Fahi. 

23. Joseph Cabi, the son of Simon. 

24. Ananus, the son of Ananus, 

25. Jesus, the son of Damneus. 

26. Jesus, the son of Gamaliel. 

27. Matthias, the son of Theophilus. 

28. Phannias. the sou of Samuel. 


the Jewish citizens, depending on their wealth, 
and on that account despising the Syrians, re- 

roachedthem again, and hoped to provoke them 

y such reproaches. However, the Syrians, 
though they were inferior in wealth, yet valuing 
themselves highly on this account, that the great 
est part of the Roman soldiers that were there, 
were either of Ctesarea or Sebaste, they also for 
some time used reproachful language t > ♦he Jews 
also; and thus it was, till at length they came to 
throwing stones at one another, and several were 
wounded, and fell on both sides, though still the 
Jews were the conquerors. But when Felix saw 
that this quarrel was become a kind of war, he 
came upon them on the sudden, and desired the 
Jews to desist, and when they refused so to do, 
he armed his soldiers, and sent them out upon 
them, and slew many of them, and took more of 
them alive, and permitted his soldiers to plunder 
some of the houses of the citizens, whicn were 
full of riches. Now those Jews that were more 
moderate, and of principal dignity among them, 
were afraid of themselves, and desired of Felix 
that he would sound a retreat to his soldiers, and 
spare them for the future, and afford them room 
for repentance for what they had done; and Felix 
was prevailed upon to do so. 

8. About this time king Agrippa gave the high 
priesthood to Ishmael, who was the son of Fabi. 
And now arose a sedition between the high priests 
and the principal men of the multitude of Jeru¬ 
salem, each of whom got them a company of 
the boldest sort of men, and of those that loved 
innovations, about them, and became leaders to 
them; and when they struggled together, they 
did it by casting reproachful words one against 
another, and by throwing stones also. And there 
was nobody to reprove them; but these disorders 
were done after a licentious manner in the city, 
as if it had no government over it. And such 
was the impudence and boldness that had seized 
on the high priests, that they had the hardiness 
to send their servants into the thrashing-floors, to 
take away those tithes that were due to the 
priests;.insomuch that it so fell out that the poor¬ 
est sort of the priests died forwant.J To thi9 de¬ 
gree did the violence of the seditious prevail over 
all right and justice! 

9. Now, when Porcius Festus was sent as suc¬ 
cessor to Felix by Nero, the principal of the 
Jewish inhabitants of Caesarea went up to Rome 
to accuse Felix; and he had certainly been 
brought to punishment, unless Nero had yielded 
to the importunate solicitations of his brother Pal¬ 
las, who was at that time had in the greatest 
honor by him. Two of the principal Syrians in 
Cmsarea persuaded Burrhus, who was Nero’s 
tutor, and secretary for his Greek epistles, by 
giving him a great sum of money, to disannul 
that equality of the Jewish privileges of citizens 
which they hitherto enjoyed. So Burrhus, by 
his solicitations, obtained leave of the emperor 
that an epistle should be written to that purpose. 
This epistle became the occasion of the following 
miseries that befell our nation; for, when the 
Jews of Ctesarea were informed of the contents 

As for Ananusand Josephus Caiapbas,bere mentioned 
about the middle of ibis catalogue, they are no other than 
thoseAnnas and Caiaphas,so often mentioned iu the four 
gospels; and that Ananias, the son of Nebedeus,was that 
high priest before whom St. Paul pleaded his own cause, 
Acts xxiv. 

* Of these Jewish impostors and false prophets, with 
many other circumstances and miseries of the Jews, till 
their utter destrnetion, foretold by our Saviour, see Lit 
Accompl. of Proph. p. 5S—75. 

f Of this Egyptian impostor, and the number of hia 
followers in Josephus, sec Acts, -\xi.38. 

X The wickedness here was very peculiar and extraor¬ 
dinary, that the high priests should so oppress their bre¬ 
thren the priests, as to starve the poorest of them to 
death. See the like presently, ch. ix. sect. 2. Such fa 
tal crimes are covetousness and tyranny in the clergy, as 
well as in the laity, in all ages. 
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of this epistle to the Syrians, they were more 
disorderly than before, till n war was kindled. 

10 . Upon Festus’s coming- into Judea, it hap¬ 
pened that Judea was afllicted by the robbers, 
while all the villages were set on fire, and plun¬ 
dered by them. And then it was that the Sicarii, 
as they were called, who were robbers, grew »u- 
me~ou«. They made use of small swords, not 
much different in length from the Pcrsiat. aci- 
nacce, but somewhat crooked, and like the Ro¬ 
man sicce [or sickles ,) as they were called: and 
from these weapons these robbers got their de¬ 
nomination, and with those weapons they slew a 
great many; for they mingled themselves among 
the multitude at their festivals, when they were 
come up in crowds from all parts to the city to 
worship God, as we said before, and easily slew 
those that they had a mind to slay. They also 
came frequently upon the villages belonging to 
their enemies, with their weapons, and plundered 
them, and set them on fire. So Festus sent 
forces, both horsemen nnd footmen, to fall upon 
those that had been seduced by a certain im¬ 
postor, who promised them deliverance and free¬ 
dom from the miseries they were under, if they 
would but follow him as far as the wilderness. 
Accordingly those forces that were sent destroy¬ 
ed both him that had deluded them, and those 
that were his followers also. 

11. About the same time king Agrippa built 
himself a very large dining-room in the royal 
palace at Jerusalem, near to the portico. Now 
this palace had been erected of old by the chil¬ 
dren of Asmoneus, and was situate upon an ele¬ 
vation, and afforded a most delightful prospect 
to those that had a mind to take a view of the 
city, which prospect was desired by the king; 
ana there he could lie down, and eat, and thence 
observe what was done in the temple: which 
thing, when the chief men of Jerusalem saw, 
they were very much displeased at it; for it was 
not agreeable to the institutions of our country 
or laws, that what was done in the temple should 
be viewed by others, especially what belonged 
to the sacrifices. They therefore erected a wall 
upon the uppermost building which belonged to 
the inner court of the temple towards the west, 
which wall, when it was built, did not only inter¬ 
cept the prospect of the dining-room in the 

f ialace, but also of the western cloisters that be- 
onged to the outer court of the temple also, 
where it was that the Romans kept guards for 
the temple at the festivals. At these doings both 
king Agrippa, and principally Festus the pro¬ 
curator, were much displeased; and Festus or¬ 
dered them to pull the wall down again: but the 
Jews petitioned him to give them leave to send 
ap embassage about this matter to Nero; for they 
said they could not endure to live, if any part of 
the temple should be demolished; and when 
Festus had given them leave so to do, they sent 
ten of their principal men to Nero, as also Ishmael 
the high priest, and Uelcias, the keeper of the 
sacred treasure. And when Nero had heard what 
they had to say, he not only forgave them what 

* We have here one eminent example of Nero’s mild¬ 
ness nnd pood ness m his government towards the Jews, 
during the five first years of his reign, so famous in anti 
quity;\vc have perhnpH another in Josephus’s own Life, 
sect. 3; and n third, though of n very different nature, 
here, in sect. 9, Just before. However,both the generous 
acts of kind ness were obtained of Nero by his queen Pop- 
pea, who was a religious lady, and perhaps privately a 
Jewish proselyte, and so were not owing entirely to Ne¬ 
ro’s own goodness. 

T It here evidently appears, that Snddneees might he 
high priests In the days of Josephus, nnd that these Sad 
dneees were usually very severe and Inexorable judges, 
while the Pharisees were much milder, nnd more merci¬ 
ful. ns appears by Ueland’s instances in Ids note on this 
place, and on Josephus’s Life, sort, ; nnd those taken 
from the New Testament, from Josephus himself, nnd 
from the rabbins; nor do we meet with any Sadducee* 
later than this high priest in all Joecphus. 
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they had already done,* but also gave them 
leave to let the wall they had built stand. This 
was granted them, in order to gratify Poppea, 
INero s wife, who was a religious woman, and had 
requested these favors of Nero, and who gave 
order to the ten ambassadors to go their way 
home; but retained Helcias and Ishmael as 
hostages with herself. As soon as the king heard 
this news, he gave the high priesthood to Joseph, 
who was called Cabi, the son of Simon, formerly 
high priest. 

CHAP. IX. 

Concerning Albinus , under whose Procurator- 
ship James was slain; as also what Edijices 
were built by Agrippa. 

$1. And now Cmsar, upon hearing of theyleath 
of Festus, sent Albinus into Judea, as procura¬ 
tor. But the king deprived Joseph of the high 
priesthood, and bestowed the succession to that 
dignity on the son of Ananus, wbo was also him¬ 
self called Ananus. Now the report goes, that this 
elder Ananus proved a most fortunate man; for he 
had five sons, who had all performed the office of a 
high priest to God, and he had hitnself enjoyed that 
dignity formerly, a long time, which had never 
happened to any other of our high priests. But 
this younger Ananus, who, as we have told you 
already, took the high priesthood, was a bold 
man in his temper, and very insolent; he was 
also of the sect of the Sadducees,f who are very 
rigid in judging offenders above the rest of the 
Jews, as we have already observed : when, there¬ 
fore, Ananus was of this disposition, he thought 
he had now a proper opportunity [to exercise ni 9 
authority.] Festus was now dead, and Albiuus 
was but upon the road; so he assembled the 
sanhedrim of judges, and brought before them 
the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, 
whose name was James, and some others, [or 
some of his companions.] And when he had 
formed an accusation against them as breakers 
of the law, he delivered them to be stoned; but 
as for those who seemed the most equitable of 
the citizens, and such as were the most uneasy 
at the breach of the laws, they disliked what was 
done; they also sent to the king, [Agrippa,] de¬ 
siring him to send to Ananus that he should act so 
no more, for that what he had already done was 
not to be justified: nay, some of them went also to 
meet Albinus, as he was upon his journey from 
Alexandria, and informed him that it was not 
lawful for Ananus to assemble a sanhedrim with¬ 
out his consent.{ Whereupon Albinus complied 
with what they said, and wrote in anger to Ana¬ 
nus, and threatened that he would bring him to 
punishment for what he had done; on which king 
Agrippa took the high priesthood from him when 
he had ruled but three months, and made Jesus 
the son of Datnncus high priest. 

2. Now as soon as Albiuus was come to the 
city of Jerusalem, he used all his endeavors and 
care that the country might be kejjt in peace, 
and this by destroying many of the Sicarii. But 
ns for the high priest Ananias,|| he increased in 

\ Of this condemnation of James the Just, and its 
causes,ns alsoihat he did not din till long afterward, see 
Prim. Christ. Revived, vnl. ill. ch. 43—4G. The Sanhe¬ 
drim condemned onr Saviour, hut could not pul him to 
death without the approbation ofthcHomnn procurator; 
nor could therefore Ananias and his sanhedrim do more 
here, since they never had Alhinus’s approbation for 
the puttinirthis James to dentil. 

|| This Ananias was not the son of Nel’cdeus.as I take 
it, hut he who was called Annas, or Ananus the elder, 
the 9th in the catalogue, nnd who had been esteemed 
high priest fora long lime,and,besidesCniaphas bisson- 
in-law, had five of his own sons high priests after him, 
which were those of numbers 11, 14, 15,17, 24, in the 
foregoing catalogue. Nor ought we to pass slightly over 
whnt Josephus licresaysofthis Annas or Ananias, that 
he was high priest a long time hefore his children were 
so; he was the son of Seth, and is set down first for high 
priest ic he foregoing catalogue, under number 9. H« 
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glory every day, and this to a great degree, and 
had obtained the favor and esteem of the citi¬ 
zens in a signal manner, for he was a great 
hoarder up of money; he therefore cultivated 
the friendship of Albinus, and of the high priest 
[Jesus,] by making them presents; he also had 
servants who were very wicked, who joined 
themselves to the boldest sort of the people, and 
went to the thrashing floors, and took away the 
tithes that belonged to the priests by violence, 
and did not refrain from beating such as would 
not give these tithes to them. So the other high 
priests acted in the like manner, as did those his 
servants, without anyone’s beiDgable toprohioit 
them; as that [some of the] priests that of old 
were wont to be supported with those tithes, 
died for want of food. 

3. But now the Sicarii went into the city by 
night, just before the festival, which was now at 
hand, and took the scribe belonging to the go¬ 
vernor of the temple, whose name was Eleazar, 
who was the sen of Ananus [Ananias] the high 
priest, and botnd him, and carried him away 
with them; after which they sent to Ananias, 
and said that they would send the scribe to him, 
if he would persuade Albinus to release ten of 
those prisoners which he had caught of their 
party; so Ananias was plainly forced to persuade 
Albinus, and gained his request of him. This 
was the beginning of greater calamities; for the 
robber? perpetually contrived to catch some of 
Ananias’s servants, and when they had taken them 
alive, they would not let them go, till they there¬ 
by recovered some of their own Sicarii. And as 
they were again become no small number, they 
grew bold, and were a great affliction to the 
whole country. 

4. About this time it was that king Agrippa 
built Caesarea Philippi larger than it was before, 
and, in honor of Nero, named it Neronias. And 
when he had built a theatre at Berytus, with vast 
expense, he bestowed on them shows, to be ex¬ 
hibited every year, and spent therein many ten 
thousand [drachmae;] he also gave the people a 
largess of corn, and distributed oil amoDg them, 
ana adorned the entire city with statues of his 
own donation, and with original images made by 
ancient hands; nay, he almost transferred all 
that was most ornamental in his own kingdom 
thither. This made him more than ordinarily 
hated by his subjects; because he took those 
things away that belonged to them, to adorn a 
foreign city. And now Jesus the son of Gamaliel 
became the successor of Jesus, the son of Dam- 
neus, in the high priesthood, which the king had 
taken from the other; on which account a sedi¬ 
tion arose between the high priests, with regard 
to one another; for they got together bodies of 
the boldest sort of the people, and frequently 
came, from reproaches, to throwing of stones at 
each other. But Ananias was too hard for the 
rest by his riches, which enabled him to gain 
those that were most ready to receive. Costo- 
barus, also, and Saulus, did themselves get to- 

f ether a multitude of wicked wretches, and this 
ecause they were of the royal family; and so 
they obtained favor among them, because of 
their kindred to Agrippa; but still they used 
violence with the people, and were very, ready to 
plunder those that were weaker than themselves. 
And from that it principally came to pass, that 
our city was greatly disordered, and that all 
things grew worse and worse among us. 

was made by Quirinus and continued till Ishmael, the 
10th in number,for about twenty-three years,which long 
duration of his high priesthood, joined to the succession 
of hisson-in-law, and five children of his own,made him 
a sort of perpetual high priest,and was perhaps the occa¬ 
sion that former high priests kept their titles ever after¬ 
ward ; for 1 believe it is hardly met with before him. 

* This insolent petition of some of the Levites, to wear 
the sacerdotal garments when they sung hymns to God 
in the temple, was very probably owing to the great de- 
53 
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5. But when Albinus heard that Gesstus Floras 
was coming to succeed him, he was desirous to 
appear to do somewhat that might be grateful 
to the people of Jerusalem; so he brought out 
all those prisoners who seemed to him to be the 
most plainly worthy of death, and ordered them 
to be put to death accordingly. But as to those 
who had been put into prison on some trifling oc¬ 
casions, he took money of them, and dismissed 
them; by which means the prisons were emptied, 
but the country was filled with robbers. 

6 . Now, as many of the Levites,* which is 
a tribe of ours, as were singers of hymns, per¬ 
suaded the king to assemble a sanhedrim, and 
to give them leave to wear linen garments, as 
well as the priests; for they said, that this would 
be a work worthy the times of his government, 
that he might have a memorial of such a novelty, 
as being his doing. Nor did they fail of obtaining 
their desire; for the king, with the suffrages of 
those that came into the sanhedrim, granted the 
singers of hymns this privilege, that they may 
lay aside their former garments, and wear such 
a linen one as they desired; and as a part of this 
tribe ministered in the temple, he also permitted 
them to learn those hymns as they had besought 
him for. Now all this was contrary to the laws 
of our country, which, whenever they have been 
transgressed, we have never been able to avoid 
the punishment of such transgressions. 

7. And now it was that the temple was finish 
ed.f So when the people saw that the workmen 
were unemployed, who were above eighteen 
thousand, and that they, receiving no wages, 
were in want, because they had earned their 
bread by their labors about the temple, and 
while they were unwilling to keep them by the 
treasures that tvere there deposited, out oi fear 
of [their being carried away byl the Romans, 
and while they had a regard ro the making pro¬ 
vision for the workmen, they had a mind to ex¬ 
pend those treasures upon them; for if any one 
of them did but labor for a single hour, he re¬ 
ceived his pay immediately; so they persuaded 
him to rebuild the eastern cloisters. These 
cloisters belonged to the outer court, and were 
situated in a deep valley, and had walls that 
reached four hundred cubits [in length,] and were 
built of square and very white stones, the length 
of each of which stones was twenty cubits, and 
their height six cubits. This was the work of 
king Solomon,! who first of all built the entire 
temple. But king Agrippa, who had the care of 
the temple committed to nim by Claudius Ctesar, 
considering that it is easy to demolish any build¬ 
ing, but hard to build it up again, and that it 
was particularly hard to do it to these cloisters, 
whicn would require a considerable time, and 
great sums of money, he denied the petitioners 
their request about that matter; but he did not 
obstruct them when they desired the city migh* 
be paved with white stone. He also deprived 
Jesus the son of Gamaliel of the high priesthood, 
and gave it to Matthias, the son of Theophilus, 
under whom the Jews’ war with the Romans took 
its beginning. 

CHAP. X. 

An Enumeration of the High Priests. 

5 1. And now' I think it proper and agreeable 
to this history, to give au account of our high 
priests; how they began, who those are which 
are capable of that dignity, and how many of 

E ression and contempt the haughty high priest had oowr 
roujjht their brethren the priests into; of which see 
ch. viii. sect. 1; and eh. ix. sect. 2. 

t Of this finishing, not of the N»»s, or holy house, but 
of the itpo^or courts, about it, called in general the tem¬ 
ple, see the note on B. xvii. ch. x. seel. 2. 

I Of these cloisters of Solomon, see the description of 
the temple, ch. xiii. They seem, by Josephus’s words, 
to have been built from the bottom of the valley. 
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them there had been at the end of the war. In 
the first place, therefore, history informs us, that 
Aaron, tne brother of Moses, officiated to God as 
a high priest, and that, after his death, his sons 
succeeded him immediately; and that this dig¬ 
nity hath been continued down from them all to 
their posterity. Whence it is a custom of our 
country, that no one should take the high priest¬ 
hood of God, but he who is of the blood of Aaron, 
while every one that is of another stock, though 
he were a king, can never obtain that high priest¬ 
hood. Accordingly, the number of all the high 
priests from Aaron, of whom we have spoken 
already, as of the first of them, until Pnanas, 
who was made high priest during the war by the 
seditious, was eighty-three; of whom thirteen 
officiated as hi^h priests in the wilderness, from 
the days of Moses, while the tabernacle was 
standing, until the people came into Judea, when 
king Solomon erected the temple to God: for at 
the first they held the high priesthood till the end 
of their life, although afterward they had suc¬ 
cessors while they were alive. Now these thir¬ 
teen, who were the descendants of two of the 
son« of Aaron, received this dignity by succes¬ 
sion, one after another; for their form of govern¬ 
ment w'as an aristocracy, and after that a mo¬ 
narchy, and in the third place the government 
was regal. Now', the number of years during the 
rule ot these thirteen, from the day when our 
fathers departed out of Egypt, under Moses their 
leader, until the building of that temple which 
king Solomon erected at Jerusalem, were six 
hundred and twelve. After those thirteen high 
priests, eighteen took the high priesthood at Je¬ 
rusalem, one in succession to another, from the 
days of king Solomon, until Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, made an expedition against that 
city, and burnt the temple, and removed our na¬ 
tion into Babylon, ancf then took Josedek, the 
high priest, captive; the times of these high 
priests were four hundred sixty-six years six 
months and ten days, w hile the Jew's were still 
underthe regal government. But after the term 
of seventy years’ captivity' under the Babylo¬ 
nians, Cyrus, king of Persia, sent the Jews from 
Babylon to their own land again, and gave them 
leave to rebuild their temple; at which time, 
Jesus, the son of Josedek, took the high priest¬ 
hood over the captives when they were returned 
home. Now he and his posterity, who were in 
all fifteen, until king Antiochus lEnpator, were 
under a democratical government for four hun¬ 
dred and fourteen years; and then the forenien- 
tioned Antiochus/and Lysias the general of his 
army, deprived Onias, who was also called Me- 
nelaus, of the high priesthood, and slew him at 
Berea, and driving away the son [of Onias the 
third, - ] put Jacimus into the place of the high 
riest, one that was indeed of the stock of Aaron, 
ut not of the family of Onias. On which ac¬ 
count, Onias, who was the nephew of Onias that 
was dead, and bore the same name with his 
father, came into Egypt, and got into the friend¬ 
ship of Ptolemy Philomcter, and Cleopatra his 
wife, and persuaded them to make him the high 
priest of that temple which he built to God in 
the prefecture of Heliopolis, and this* in imita¬ 
tion of thnt at Jerusalem; but ns for that temple 
which was built in Egypt, we have spoken of it 
frequently already. Now, when Jacimus had re¬ 
tained the high priesthood three years, he died, 
and there was no one that succeeded him, but the 
city continued seven years without a high priest; 
but then the posterity of the sons of Asmoneus, 
who had the government of the nation conferred 
upon them, when they had beaten the Mace¬ 
donians in *^ar, appointed Jonathan to be their 
high priest, who ruled over them seven years. 
And when he had been slain by the treacherous 
contrivance of Trypho, as wc have related some¬ 
where, Simon his brother took the high priest- 


OF THE JEWS. 

hood; and w'hen he was destroyed at a feast bj 
the treachery of his son-in-law, his own son, 
whose name w as Hyrcanus, succeeded him, after 
he had held the high priesthood one year longer 
than his brother. This Hyrcanus enjoyed that 
dignity thirty years, and died an old man, leaving 
the succession to Judas, who was also called 
Aristobulus, whose brother Alexander was his 
heir; w hich Judas died of a sore distemper, after 
he had kept the priesthood, together with the 
royal authority, (for this Judas was the first that 
put on his head a diadem,) for one year. And 
when Alexander had been both king and high 
wriest for twenty-seven years, he departed this 
ife, and permitted his wife Alexandra to appoint 
him that should be high priest; so she gave the 
high priesthood to Ifyrcanus, but retained the 
kingdom herself nine years, and then departed 
this life. The like duration [and no longer] aid her 
son Hyrcanus enjoy the hign priesthood; for after 
her death his brother Aristooulcs fought against 
him, and beat him, and deprived him of his prin¬ 
cipality; and he did himself both reign, and per¬ 
form tne office of high priest to God. But w’hen 
he had reigned three years and as Many months, 
Ponipey came upon him, and not or.ly took the 
city of Jerusalem by force, but pat him and 
his children in bonds, and sent them 10 Rome. 
He also restored the high priesthood tc Hyrca¬ 
nus, and made him governor of the naton, but 
forbade him to wear a diadem. This Hjrcaaus 
ruled, besides his first nine years, twenty-four 
years more, when Barzapharnes and Pacorus, 
the generals of the Parthians, passed over Eu¬ 
phrates, and fought with Hyrcanus, and took him 
alive, and made Antigonus, the son of Aristo¬ 
bulus. king; and when he had reigned three 
years and three months, Sosius and Herod be¬ 
sieged him, and took him, w'hen Antonv had him 
brought to Antioch, and slain there. Herod wa9 
then made king by the Romans, hut did no longer 
appoint high priests out of the family of As¬ 
moneus ; but made certain men to be so that were 
of no eminent families, but barely' of those that 
were priests, excepting that he gave that dignity' 
to Aristobulus; for w’hen he haa made this Aris- 
tobulus, the grandson of that Hy rcanus who was 
then taken by the Parthians, and had taken his 
sister Mariamne to wife, he thereby aimed to 
win the good-will of the people, who had a kind 
remembrance of Hyrcanus [his grandfather.] 
Yet did he afterward, out of his fear lest they 
should all bend their inclinations to Aristobulus, 
ut him to death, and that by contriving to have 
im suffocated as he w'as su’imming at J cricho, as 
wc have already related that matter; but after 
this man he never intrusted the high priesthood 
to the posterity of the sons of Asmoneus. Ar- 
chelaus also, Herod’s son, did like his father in 
the appointment of the high priests, as did the 
Romans also, who took the government over the 
Jews into their hands afterward. Accordingly 
the numbers of the high priests, from the days 
of Herod until the day when Titus took the tem¬ 
ple and the city, and burnt them, were in all 
twenty-eight; the time also that belonged to 
them was a hundred and seven years. Some of 
these were the political governors of the people 
under the reign of Herod, and under the reign 
of Archelaus his son, although, after their death, 
the government became an aristocracy, and the 
high priests were intrusted with a dominion over 
the nation. And thus much may suffice to be 
said concerning our high priests. 

CHAP. XI. 

Concerning Floms the Procurator , who necessi¬ 
tated the Jews to take up Arms against the Ro¬ 
mans . The Conclusion. 

§ 1. Now Gessius Elnrus, who was sent as 
successor to Albinus by Nero, filled Judea with 
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abundance of miseries. He was by birth of the 
city of Clazomenae, and hrought along with him 
his wife Cleopatra, (by w'hose friendship with 
Poppea, Kero’s wife, he obtained this govern¬ 
ment,) who was noway different from nim in 
wickedness. This Florus was so wicked, and so 
violent in the use of his authority, that the Jews 
took Albinos to have been [comparatively] their 
benefactor; so excessive were the mischiefs that 
he brought upon them. For Albinus concealed 
his wickedness, and was careful that it might not 
be discovered to all men; but Gessius Florus, as 
though be had been sent on purpose to show his 
crimes to every body, made a pompous ostenta¬ 
tion of them to our nation, as never omitting any 
sort of violence, nor any unjust sort of punish¬ 
ment; for he was not to be moved by pity, and 
never was satisfied with any degree of gain that 
came in his way; nor had he any more regard to 
great than to small acquisitions, but became a 
partner with the robbers themselves. For a great 
many fell then into that practice without fear, as 
having him for their security, and depending on 
him, that he would save them harmless in their 
articular robberies; so that there were no 
ounds set to the nation’s miseries; but the un¬ 
happy Jews, when they were not able to bear 
the devastations which the robbers made among 
them, were all under a necessity of leaving their 
own habitations, and of flying away, as hoping 
to dwell more easily any where else in the world 
among foreigners, [than in their own country.] 
And what need I say any more upon this head? 
since it was this Florus who necessitated us to 
take up arms against the Romans, while we 
thought it better to be destroyed at once, than by 
little and little. Kow this war began in the se¬ 
cond year of the government of Florus, and the 
twelfth year of the reign of Kero. But then 
what actions we were forced to do, or what mi¬ 
series we were enabled to suffer, may be accu¬ 
rately known by such as will peruse those books 
which 1 have written about the Jewish w’ar. 

2 . I shall now, therefore, make an end here of 
my Antiquities; after the conclusion of which 
events, I began to write that account of the war; 
and these Antiquities contain what hath been de¬ 
livered down to us from the original creation of 
man, until the twelfth year of the reign of Kero, 
as to what hath befallen the Jews, as well in 
Egypt as in Syria and in Palestine, and what we 
have suffered from the Assyrians and Babylo¬ 
nians, and what afflictions the Persians and .Ma¬ 
cedonians, and alter them the Romans, have 
brought upon us; for I think I may say that I 

* The Life here referred to, will be found at the be¬ 
ginning of the work. 

f What Josephus here declares his intention to do, if 
God permitted , to give the public again an abridgement 
of the Jewish IVar, and to add what befell them farther 
to that ”cry day, the Kith of Uomitian, or A. 1). 03. is not, 
that l have observed,taken distinct notice of by any one; 
nor do we ever hear of it elsewhere, whether lie perform¬ 
ed what he now intended or not. Some of the reasons of 
this design of his might possibly be his observation of 
the many* rors he had been guilty of in the two first of 
those seven books of the War,which were written when 
he was comparatively young, and less acquainted with 
the Jewish Antiquities than he row was, and in which 
abridgement we might have hoped to find those many 
passages which himself.as well as those several passages 
which ot’-ers refer to, as written by him, but which are 
not extant in his present works. However, since tnnnyof 
his own references to what he hail written elsewhere, as 
well as most of his owr errors,bdongr to such early times 
as could not well come info this abridgement oftiie Jew¬ 
ish War; and since none of those that quote things not 
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have composed this history with sufficient accu¬ 
racy in all things, I have attempted to enume¬ 
rate those high priests that we have had during 
the interval of two thousand years: I have also 
carried down the succession of our kings, and re¬ 
lated their actions, and political administration, 
without [considerable] errors, as also the power 
of our monarchs; and all according to what is 
written in our sacred books; for this it was that 
1 promised to do in the beginning of this history. 
And I am so bold as to say, now I have so com 
pletely perfected the work I proposed to myse'f 
to do, that no other person, whether he were a 
Jew or a foreigner, had he ever so great an Wi- 
clination to it, could so accurately deliver these 
accounts to the Greeks as is done in these books. 
For those of my own nation freely acknowledge, 
that I far exceed them in the learning belonging 
to Jews; I have also taken a great deal of pains 
to obtain the learning of the Greeks, and under¬ 
stand the elements of the Greek language, al¬ 
though I have so long accustomed myself to 
speak our own tongue, that I cannot pronounce 
Greek with sufficient exactness; for our nation 
does not encourage those that learn the languages 
of many nations, and so adorn their discourses 
with the smoothness of their periods; because 
they look upon this sort of accomplishment as 
common, not only to all sorts of free men, but to 
as many of the servants as please to learn them. 
But they give him the testimony of being a wise 
man, who is fully acquainted with our laws, and 
is able to interpret their meaning; on which ac¬ 
count, as there have been many who have done 
their endeavors with great patience to obtain 
this learning, there have yet hardly been so many 
as two or three that have succeeded therein, who 
w-ere immediately well rewarded for their pains. 

3. And now it will not be perhaps an invidious 
thing, if I treat briefly on my own family, and of 
the actions of my own life,* while there are still 
living such as can either prove what 1 say to be 
false, or can attest that it is true: with which ac¬ 
counts I shall put an end to these Antiquities; 
which are contained in twenty books, and sixty 
thousand verses. And if Godf permit me, I will 
briefly run over this war again, with what befell 
us therein to this very day, which is the thir¬ 
teenth year of the reign of Ca?sar Domitian, and 
the fifty-sixth year of my own life. I have also 
an intention to write three books concerning our 
Jewish opinions about God and his essence, and 
about our laws; why, according to them, some 
things are permitted us to do, and others arc pro¬ 
hibited. 

now extant in his wmrks. including himself as well ns 
others, ever cite any such abridgement, I am forced 
rather to suppose that he never did publish anysuch 
work at all, l mean ns distinct from his ow n life, written 
hv himself, for an Appendix to these Antiquities, and 
this at least seven years after thescAntiquities were fin¬ 
ished. Nor indeed does it appear to me, that Josephus 
ever published that other work here mentioned, an in¬ 
tended by him for the public also. I mean the three or 
four books concerning God and his essence,tind concern¬ 
ing the.Jewish laws ;why,according ta them,some things 
were permitted the Jews, and a*hers prohibited; which 
last seems to be the same work which Josephus had also 
promised, if God permitted, as the conclusion of his pre¬ 
face to these Antiquities ; nor do I suppose that lie ever 
published any of them. The death of all his friends at 
court,Vespasian,Titus, and Domitian,and Ihecoming of 
those he had no acquaintance with to the crown, T mean 
Nerva andTrajan,together with his removal t>om Uome 
to Judea, with what followed it, might easily interrupt 
such his intentions, and prevent his publication of tLos# 
works. 
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$ 1. WHEREAS* the war which the Jews made i 
with the Romans hath been the greatest of all ' 
those, not only that have been in our times, 1 
but, in a manner, of those that ever were heard 
of; both of those wherein cities have fought 
against cities, or nations against nations; w'hile 
some men who were not concerned in the affairs 
themselves, have gotten together vain and con¬ 
tradictory stories by hearsay, and have written 
them down after a sophistical manner; and while 
those that tvere there present have given false 
accounts of things, and this either out of humor 
or flattery to the Romans, or of hatred towards 
the Jews; and while their writings contain some¬ 
times accusations, and sometimes encomiums, 
but nowhere the accurate truth of the facts; I 
have proposed to myself, for the sake of such as 
live under the government of the Romans, to 
translate those books into the Greek tongue, 
which I formerly composed in the language of 
our country, and sent to the Upper Barbarians.! 
I, Joseph, the son of Matthias, by birth a He- 1 
brew, a priest also, and one who at first fought 
against the Romans myself, and was forced to be 
present at what was done afterward, [I am the 
authoi of this work.] 

2 . Now at the time when this great concussion 
of affairs happened, the affairs of the Romans 
were themselves in great disorder. Those Jews 
also, who were for innovations, then arose when 
the times were disturbed; they were also in a 
flourishing condition for strength and riches, in¬ 
somuch that the affairs of the east tvere then ex¬ 
ceedingly tumultuous, while some hoped for gain, 
and others were afraid of loss, in such troubles; 
for the Jews hoped that all of their nation who 
were beyond Euphrates, would have raised an 
insurrection together with them. The GauE 
also, in the neighborhood of the Romans, were 
in motion, and the Celt* were not cjuiet; but all 
was in disorder after the death of Nero. And the 
opportunity now offered induced many to aim at 
the royal power; and the soldiery affected change 
out of the hopes of getting money, l thought it 
therefore an absurd thing to see the truth falsified 
in affairs of such great consequence and to take 
no notice of it; but to suffer those Greeks nnd 
Romans that were not in the wars to be ignorant 
of these things, and to read either flatteries or 
fictions, while the Parthiansand the Babylonians, 
and the remotest Arabians, and those of our na¬ 
tion beyond Euphrates, with the Adiabeni, by 
my means, knew accurately both whence the 
war begun, what miseries it brought upon us, 
and after what manner it ended. 

3. It is true, these writers have the confidence 
to call their accounts histories, wherein yet thev 
seem to me to fail of their own purpose, as well 
as to relate nothing that is sound. For they 
have a mind to demonstrate the greatness of the 


Romans, while they still diminish and lessen the 
actions of the Jews * as not discerning how it can¬ 
not be that those must appear to be great who 
have only conquered those that were little. Nor 
are they ashamed to overlook the length of the 
war, the multitude of the Roman forces who so 
greatly suffered in it, or the might of the com¬ 
manders; whose great labors about Jerusalem 
will be deemed inglorious, if what they achieved 
be reckoned but a small matter. 

4. However, I will not go to the other extreme 
out of opposition to those men who extol the Ro¬ 
mans, nor will I determine to raise the actions 
of my countrymen too high; but I will prosecute 
the actions of both parties with accuracy. Yet 
shall I suit my language to the passions I am 
under, as to the affairs I describe, and must be 
allowed to indulge some lamentations upon the 
miseries undergone by my own country. For 
that it was a seditious temper of our own that 
destroyed it, and that they were the tyrants 
among the Jews who brought the Roman power 
upon us, who unwillingly attacked us, arid occa¬ 
sioned the burning of our holy temple; Titus 
Caesar, who destroyed it, is himself a witness, 
who,during the entire war, pitied the people, who 
were kept under by the seditious, and did often 
voluntarily delay the taking of the city, and al¬ 
lowed time to the siege, in order to let the au¬ 
thors have opportunity for repentance. But if 
any one makes an unjust accusation against us, 
when we speak so passionately about the ty¬ 
rants, or the robbers, or sorely bewail the mis¬ 
fortunes of our country, let him indulge my af¬ 
fections herein, though it be contrary to the rules 
for writing histo.y; because it had so come to 

( jass, that our city, Jerusalem, had arrived at a 
ligher degree of felicity than any other city 
under the Roman government, and yet at last fell 
into the sorest calamities again. Accordingly, it 
appears to me, that the misfortunes^ of all men, 
from the beginning of the world, if they be com¬ 
pared to these of the Jew9, are not so considera¬ 
ble as they were; while the authors of them were 
not foreigners neither. This makes it impossi¬ 
ble for me to contain my lamentations. But, if 
any one be inflexible in his censures of me, let 
him attribute the facts themselves to the histori¬ 
cal part, and the lamentations to the writer him¬ 
self only. 

5. However, I may justly blame the learned 
men among the Greeks, who, when such great 
actions have been done in their own times, which, 
upon the comparison, quite eclipsed the old wars, 
do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pnss 
bitter censures upon the labors of the best wri¬ 
ters of nntiquity; which moderns, although they 
may be superior to the old writers in eloquence, 
yet are they inferior to them in the execution of 
what they intended to do. While these also write 


* 1 have already observed more Ilian once, that this 
history of the Jewish wnr was Josephus’s first work, 
and published about A. I).7a, when he wns hut !18 years 
of ape: and that when he wrote it he was not thorough¬ 
ly acquainted with several rirrinnstaures of history 
from the days of Aniiochus Epiplmnea, with which it 
begins, till nearly bis own limes, contained in the first 
and former pa rt of the second book, and bo committed 
many Involuntary errors therein. That lie published 
his Antiquities 18 years nfterwnrd, in the 13th year of 
Domitian, A. I). 93, when he was much more complete¬ 
ly acquainted with those ancient times, nnd nfter lie 
bad perused those most authentic histories, the first 
book of the Maccnhees, and wrolethe chronicles of the 
rlesthood of John Hyrcnnus, Ate. Thai, accordingly, 
e ihcn reviewed those parts of lhis work, nnd gave the 
public a more faithful, complete, and accurate account 
of the fncis therein related, and honestly corrected the 
errors he bad before run Into. 


t Who those Upper Barbarians, remote from the sea, 
were, Josephus himself will inform us, sect. 2, viz. tho 
Parihinns and Bahylonians, and remotest Arabians for 
the Jews among them;] besides the Jews beyond Eu¬ 
phrates, nnd the Adiabeni or Assyrians. Whence we 
nlso learn, that these Pr.rtliians, Babylonians, the re¬ 
motest Arabians, [or at least the Jews among them.] as 
nlsothe Jews beyond Euphrates, and the Adiaheni or 
Assyrians, understood Josephus’s Hebrew, or rather 
Chaldaic books of the Jewish War, before they were 
put into the Greek language. 

t That these calamities of the Jews, who were our 
Saviour’s murderers, were to he the greatest that had 
ever been since the I eginning of the world, our Saviour 
had directly forelold. Matt. xxiv. 21; Mark xiii. 19, 
Luke xxi. 23,24; and that they proved to be such ac¬ 
cordingly, Josephus is here a most authentic witness. 
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new histories about the Assyrians and Medea, 
as if the aneisnt writers had not described their 
affairs as they ought to have done; although 
these be as far inferior to them in abilities, as 
they are different in their notions from them. 
For of old, every one took upon them to write 
what happened in his own time; where their im¬ 
mediate concern in the actions made their pro¬ 
mises of value; and where it must be reproach¬ 
ful to write lies, when they must be known by 
the readers to be such. But then, an undertaking 
to preserve the memory of what hath not been 
before recorded, and to represent the affairs of 
one’s own time to those that come afterward, is 
really worthy of praise and commendation. Now, 
he is to be esteemed to have taken good pains in 
earnest, not who does no more than change the 
disposition and order of other men’s works, but 
he who not only relates what had not been rela¬ 
ted before, but composes an entire body of histo¬ 
ry of his own; accordingly, I have been at great 
charges, and have taken very great pains [about 
this history,] though I be a foreigner: and do de¬ 
dicate this work, as a memorial of great actions, 
both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians. But, 
for some of our own principal men, their mouths 
are wide open, and their tongues loosed present¬ 
ly, for gain and lawsuits, but quite muzzled up 
when they are to write history, where they must 
speak truth and gather facts together with a 
great deal of pains; and so they leave the wri¬ 
ting such histories to weaker people, and to such 
as are not acquainted with the actions of princes. 
Yet shall the real truth of historical facts be pre¬ 
ferred by us, how much soever it be neglected 
amon<£ the Greek historians. 

6 . To write concerning the Antiquities of the 
Jews, who they were [originally,] and how they 
revolted from the Egyptians, and what country 
they travelled over, and what countries they 
seized upon afterward, and how they were remo¬ 
ved out of them, I think this not to be a fit op¬ 
portunity, and, on other accounts also, super¬ 
fluous; and this because many Jews before me 
have composed the histories of our ancestors 
very exactly; as have some of the Greeks done 
it also; and have translated our histories into 
their own tongue, and have not much mistaken 
the truth in their histories. But then, where the 
writers of these affairs, and our prophets leave 
off, thence shall I take my rise, and begin my 
history. Now as to what concerns that war, 
which happened in my own time, I will go over 
it very largely, and with all the diligence I am 
able; but lor what preceded mine own age, that 
I shall run over briefly. 

7. [For example, I shall relate] how Antio- 
chus, who was named Epiphanes, took Jerusa¬ 
lem by force, and held it three years and three 
months, and was then ejected out of the country 
by the sons of Asmoneus; after that, how their 
posterity quarrelled about the government, and 
brought upon their settlement the Romans and 
Pompey; now llerod also, the son of Antipater, 
dissolved their government, and brought Sosias 
upon them; as also how our people made n sedi¬ 
tion upon Herod’s death, while Augustus was the 
Roman emperor, and Quintilius Varus was in 
that country; and how the war broke out in the 
twelfth year of Nero, with what happened to 
Cestius; and what places the Jews assaulted in 
a hostile manner in tne first sallies of the war. 

8 . As also. [I shall relate] how they built walls 
about the neighboring cities; and how Nero, 
upon Cestius’s defeat, was in fear of the entire 
event of the war, and thereupon uiade Vespasian 
general in this war; and how this Vespasian, with 
the elder of his sons, [Titus] made an expedition 
into the eountry of Judea; what was the number 
of the Roman army, that he made use of; and how 

* These seven, or rather five,degrees of purity, or puri¬ 
fication, are enumerated hereafter, b. v. chap. v. sect. 6. 


many of his auxiliaries were cut off in all Gali¬ 
lee; and how he took some of its cities entirely 
and by force, and others of them by treaty, aud 
on terms. Now, when I come so far, I shall de¬ 
scribe the good order of the Romans in war, and 
the discipline of their legions; the amplitude of 
both the Galilees, with its nature, and the limits 
of Judea. And, besides this, I shall particularly 
go over what is peculiar to the country, the lakes 
and fountains that are in them, andwbat miseries 
happened to every city as they were taken, and 
all this with accuracy as I saw the things done, 
or suffered in them. For I shall not conceal any 
of the calamities I myself endured, since I shall 
relate them to such as know the truth of them. 

9. After this, [I shall relate] how, when the 
Jews’ affairs were become very bad, Nero died, 
and Vespasian, when he was going to attack Je¬ 
rusalem, was called back to take the government 
upon him; what signs happened to him relating 
to his gaining that government, and what muta¬ 
tions of government then happened at Rome, and 
how he was unwillingly made emperor by his 
soldiers, and how, upon his departure to Egypt, 
to take upon him the government of the empire, 
the affairs of the Jews became very tumultuous; 
as also how the tyrants rose up against them, 
and fell into dissensions amongst themselves. 

10. Moreover, [I shall relate] how Titus march¬ 
ed out of Egypt into Judea tne second time; as 
also how, and where, anti how many foreeshegot 
together, and in what state the city was, by the 
means of the seditious, at his coming; what at¬ 
tacks he made, and how many ramparts he cast 
up: of the three walls that encompassed the city, 
and of their measures; of the strength of the 
city, and the structure of the temple, and holy 
house; and besides, the measures of those edi¬ 
fices, and of the altar, and all accurately deter¬ 
mined. A description also of certain of their 
festivals, and seven purifications of purity,* and 
the sacred ministrations of the priests, with the 
garments of the priests, and of the high priests; 
and of the nature of the most holy place of the 
temple, without concealing any thing, or adding 
any thing to the known truth of things. 

11. Alter this, I shall relate the barbarity of 
the tyrants towards the people of their own na¬ 
tion, as well as the indulgence of the Romans in 
sparing foreigners; and how often Titus, out of 
his desire to preserve the city and the temple, 
invited the seditious to come to terms of accom¬ 
modation. I shall also distinguish the sufferings 
of the people, and their calamities; how far they 
were afflicted by the sedition, and how far by the 
famine, and at length were taken. Nor shall I 
omit to mention the misfortunes of the deserters, 
nor the punishments inflicted on the captives: as 
also how the temple was burnt, against the con¬ 
sent of Caesar, and how many sacred things that 
had been laid up in the temple, were snatched 
out of the fire; and the destruction also of the 
entire city, with the signs and wonders that went 
before it; and the taking the tyrants captives 
and the multitude of those that were made slaves, 
and into what different misfortunes they were 
every one distributed Moreover, what the Ro¬ 
mans did to the remains of the war; and how 
they demolished the strong holds that were in 
the country; and how Titus went over the whole 
country, nnd settled its affairs; together with his 
return into Italy, and his triumph. 

12 . I have comprehended all these things m 
seven books; and have left no occasion for cc m- 
plaint or accusation to such ns have been ac- 

uainted with this war; and I have written it 

own for the sake of those that love truth, but 
not for those that please themselves [with ficti¬ 
tious relations.] And I will begin my account of 
these things with what I call my First Chapter. 

The Rnbbins make ten degrees of them, as Roland thez« 
informs u§. 
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WARS OF THE JEWS, 


BOOK I. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS.—FROM THE TA¬ 
KING OF JERUSALEM BY ANTIOCIIUS EPIH1ANES, TO TIIE DEATH OF HEROD THE GREAT. 


CHAP. I. 

Hoxo the City of Jerusalem ivas taken , and the 
Temple pillaged \by Antiochus Epiphanes .] As 
also concerning the Actions of' the Maccabees , 
Matthias , and Judas; and concerning the Death 
of Judas. 

$ 1. At the same time that Antiochas, who is call¬ 
ed Epiphanes, had a quarrel with the sixth Pto¬ 
lemy about his right to the whole country of Syria, 
a great sedition fell among the men of power in 
Judea, and they had a contention about obtaining 
the government; while each of those that were 
of dignity could not endure to be subject to their 
equals. However, Onias, one of the high priests, 
got the better, and cast the sons of Tobias out of 
the city; who fled to Antiochus, and besought 
him to make use of them for his leaders, and to 
make an expedition into Judea. The king being 
thereto disposed beforehand, complied with them, 
and came upon the Jews with a great army, and 
took their city by force, and slew a great multi¬ 
tude of those that favored Ptolemy, and sent 
out his soldiers to plunder them without mercy. 
He also spoiled the temple, and put a stop to tKe 
constant practice of offering a daily sacrifice of 
expiation for three years and six months. But 
Onias, the high priest, fled to Ptolemy, and re¬ 
ceived a place from him in the Nonius of Helio¬ 
polis, where he built a city resembling Jeru¬ 
salem, and a temple that was like its temple;* 
concerning which we shall speak more in its pro¬ 
per place hereafter. 

2. Now Antiochus was not satisfied either with 
his unexpected taking the city, or with its pil¬ 
lage, or with the great slaughter he had made 
there; but being overcome with his violent pas¬ 
sions, and remembering what he had suffered 
during the siege, he compelled the Jews to dis¬ 
solve the laws of their country, and to keep their 
infants uncircumcised, and to sacrifice swine’s 
flesh upon the altar; against which they all op¬ 
posed themselves, and the most approved among 
them were put to death. Bacchides also, who 
was sent to keep the fortresses, having these 
wicked commands, joined to his own natural bar¬ 
barity, indulged all sorts of the extremes! wick¬ 
edness, and tormented the worthiest of the in¬ 
habitants, man by man, and threatened the city 
every day with open destruction; till at length 
he provoked the poor sufferers, by the extremity 
of nis wicked doings, to avenge themselves. 

3. Accordingly, Matthias, the. son of Asmone- 
wa, one of the priests who lived in a village called 
Modin, armed himself, together with Tiis own 
family, which had five of his own sons in it, and 
slew Bacchides with daggers; and thereupon, 
out of the fear of the many garrisons [of the 
enemy,] he fled to the mountains; and so many 
of the people followed him, that he was encoura¬ 
ged to come down from the mountains, and to 
give battle to Antiochus’s generals, when he beat 
them, and drove them out of Judea. So he came 
to the government by this his success, and be- 
».ame the prince of his own people by their own 
free consent, and then died, leaving the govern¬ 
ment to Judas, his eldest son. 

4. Now Judas, supposing that Antiochus would 
not lie still, gathered an army out of his own 

* I see little difference in the several accounts in Jose¬ 
phus aboutthc Egyptian leniple Onion, of which large 
complaints are made by his commentators. Onias, it 
•oems, hoped to have it made very like that at Jcrusa- 


countrymen, and was the first that made a league 
of friendship w’ith the Romans, and drove Epi¬ 
phanes out of the country when lie had made a 
second expedition into it, and this by giving him 
a great defeat there; and when he was warmed 
by this great success, he made an assault upon 
the garrison that was in the city, for it had not 
been cut ofl‘hitherto; so he ejected them out of 
the Upper City, and drove the soldiers into the 
Lower, which part of the city was called the 
Citadel. He then got the temple under his 
power, and cleansed uie whole place, and walled 
it round about, and made new vessels for sacred 
ministrations, and brought them into the temple, 
because the former vessels had been profaned. 
He also built another altar, and began to offer 
the sacrifices; and when the city nad already 
received its sacred constitution again, Antiochus 
died; whose son Antiochus succeeded him in 
the kingdom, and in his hatred to the Jews also. 

5. So this Antiochus got together fifty thou¬ 
sand footmen, and five thousand horsemen, and 
fourscore elephants, and marched through Ju¬ 
dea into the mountainous parts. He then took 
Bethsura, which was a small city; but at a place 
called Bethzacharias, where the passage was 
narrow, Judas met him with his army. However, 
before the forces joined battle, Judas’s brother, 
Eleazar, seeing the very highest of the elephants 
adorned with a large tower, and with military 
trappings of gold to guard him, and supposing 
that Antiochus himself was upon him, he ran a 
great way before his own army, and, cutting his 
way through the enemies’ troops, he got up to 
the elephant; yet could he not reach him who 
seemed to be the king, by reason of his being 
so high; but still he ran his weapon into the 
belly of the beast, and brought him dou r n upon 
himself, and was crushed to death, having done 
no more than attempted great things, and show¬ 
ed that he preferred glory before life. Now he 
that governed the elephant was but a private 
man; and had he proved to be Antiochus, Elea¬ 
zar had performed nothing more by this bold 
stroke than that it might appear he chose to die, 
when he had the bare hope of thereby doing a 
glorious action; nay, this disappointment proved 
an omen to his brother [JudasJ how the entire 
battle would end. It is true that the J ews fought 
it out bravely for a long time, but the king's 
forces being superior in number, and having for¬ 
tune on their side, obtained the victory. And 
when a great many of his men were slain, Judas 
took the rest with him, and fled to the toparchy 
of Gophna. So Antiochus went to Jerusalem, 
and stayed there but a few days, for he wanted 
provisions, and so he went his way. He left in 
deed a garrison behind him, such as he thought 
sufficient to keep the place, but drew the rest of 
his army off, to take their winter quarters in 
Syria. 

6. Now, after the king was departed, Judas was 
not idle; for as many of his own nation came to 
him, so did he gather those that had escaped out 
of the battle together, aod gave battle again to 
Antiochus’s generals at a village called Adasa; 
and being too hard for his enemies in the battle* 
and killing a great number cf them, he was at 
last himself slain also. Nor was it many days 

lem, and of the same dimensions; and so he appear* to 
have really done as far ns he was aide, and thought 
proper. Of this temple, see Antiq. b. xiii. ch. iii. sect. 
1,2, 3; and Of the War, b. vii. ch. x. sect. 3. 
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BOOK I.—CHAP. II. 


afterward that his brother John had a plot laid 
against him by Antiochus’s party, and was slain 
by them. 

CHAP. II. 

Concerning the Successors of Judas, who were 
Jonathan , Simon, and John Hyrcanus. 

\ 1. When Jonathan, who was Judas’s bro¬ 
ther, succeeded him, he behaved himself with 
great circumspection in other respects, with re¬ 
lation to his own people; and he corroborated 
his authority by preserving his friendship with 
the Romans' He also made a league with An- 
tiochus the son. Yet was not ail this sufficient 
for his security; for the tyrant Trypho, who was 
uardian to Antiochus’s son, laid a plot against 
im; and, besides that, endeavored to take off 
his friends, and caught Jonathan by a wile, as he 
was going to Ptolemais to Antiochus, with a few 
persons in his company, and put them in bonds, 
and then made an expedition against the Jew’s; 
but when he was afterward driven away by Si¬ 
mon, who was Jonathan’s brother, and was en¬ 
raged at his defeat, he put Jonathan to death. 

2. However, Simon managed the public affairs 
after a courageous manner, and took Gazara, 
and Joppa, and Jamnia, which were cities in the 
neighborhood. He also got the garrison under, 
and demolished the citadel. He w ? as afterward 
an auxiliary to Antiochus, against Trypho, whom 
he besieged in Dora, before he went on his expe¬ 
dition against the Medes; yet could not he make 
the king ashamed of his ambition, though he had 
assisted him in killing Trypho; for it was not 
long ere Antiochus sent Cendebeus his general 
with an army to lay waste Judea, and to subdue 
Simon; yet he, though he were now in years, 
conducted the war as if he were a much younger 
man. He also sent his sons with a band of strong 
men against Antiochus, while he took part of the 
army himself with him, and fell upon him from 
another quarter: he also laid a great many men 
in ambush in many places of the mountains, and 
was superior in all his attacks upon them, and 
when he had been conqueror after so glorious a 
manner, he was made high priest, and also freed 
the Jews from the dominion of the Macedonians, 
after a hundred and seventy years of the empire 
[of Seleucus.] 

3. This Simon had also a plot laid against him, 
and was slain at a feast by his son-in-law Ptolemy, 
who put his wife and two sons in prison, and sent 
some persons to kill John, who was also called 
Hyrcanus.* But when the young man was in¬ 
formed of their coming beforehand, he made 
much haste to get to the city, as having a very 
great confidence in the people' there, both on ac¬ 
count of the memory of the glorious actions of 
his father, and of the hatred they could not but 
bear to the injustice of Ptolemy. Ptolemy also 
made an attempt to get into the city by another 
gate; but was repelled by the people, who had 
just then admitted Hyrcanus; so he returned pre¬ 
sently to one of the fortresses that were about 
Jericho, which was called Dagon. Now, when 
Hyrcanus had received the high priesthood, 
which his father had held before, and nad offered 
sacrifice to God, he made great haste to nttaok 
Ptolemy, that he might afford relief to his mo¬ 
ther and brethren. 

4. So he laid siege to the fortress, and was su¬ 
perior to Ptolemy in other respects, but was 
overcome by him as to the just affection [he had 
for his relations;] for when Ptolemy was dis¬ 
tressed, he brought forth his mother and his bre¬ 
thren, and set them upon the wall, and bent them 
with rods in every body’s sight, aoi threatened, 

* Why this John the son of Simon, the high priest, and 
governor of the Jews, was railed Hyrcanus, Josephus 
nowhere informs us; nor is he called other than John at 
the end of the first hook of the Maccabees. However, 
Sixtus Senensis when he gives us an epitome of the 
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that unless be would go away immediately, he 
would throw them down headlong; at which sight 
Hyrcanus’s commiseration and concern were too 
hard for his anger. But his mother was not dis¬ 
mayed, neither at the stripes she received, nor at 
the death with which she was threatened; but 
stretched out her hands, and prayed her son not 
to be moved with the injuries that she had suffer¬ 
ed to spare the wretch, since it was to her better 
to die by the means of Ptolemy than to live ever 
so long, provided he might be punished for the 
injuries he had done to their family. Now John’s 
case was this; when he considered the courage 
of his mother, and heard her entreaty, he set 
about his attacks; but when he saw her beaten, 
and torn to pieces with the stripes, he grew fee¬ 
ble, and was entirely overcome by his affections. 
And as the siege was delayed by this means, the 
year of rest came on, upon which the Jews rest 
every seventh year, as they do on every seventh 
day. On this year, therefore, Ptolemy was freed 
from being besieged, and slew the brethren of 
John, with their mother, and fled to Zeno, who 
was also called Cotylas, who was the tyrant of 
Philadelphia. 

5. And now Antiochus was so angry at what 
he had suffered from Simon, that he made an ex¬ 
pedition into Judea, and sat down bofore Jeru¬ 
salem, and besieged Hyrcanus; but Hyrcanus 
opened the sepulchre of David, who was the 
richest of all kings, and took thence about three 
thousand talents in money, and induced Antio¬ 
chus, by the promise of three thousand talents, 
to raise the siege. Moreover, he was the first of 
the Jews that had money enough, and began to 
hire foreign auxiliaries also. 

6. However, at another time, when Antiochus 
was gone upoa an expedition against the Medes, 
and so gave Hyrcanus an opportunity of being 
revenged upon him, he immediately made an 
attack upon the cities of Syria, as thinking, what 

roved to be the case with them, that they would 

nd them empty of good troops. So he took 
Medeba and Samea, with the towns in their 
neighborhood, as also Shechem and Gerizzim; 
and besides these [he subdued] the natiou of the 
Cutheans, who dwelt round about that temple 
which was huilt in imitation of the temple at Je¬ 
rusalem; he also took a great many other cities 
of Idumea, with Adoreon and Marissa. 

7. He also proceeded as far as Samaria, where 
is now the city of Sebaste, which was built by He¬ 
rod the king, and encompassed it all round with 
a wall, and set his sods Aristobulus and Antigo- 
nus over the siege; who pushed it on so hard, 
that a famine so far prevailed within the city, 
that they were forced to eat what never was es¬ 
teemed food. They also invited Antiochus, who 
was called Cyzicenus, to come to their assist¬ 
ance; whereupon he got ready, and complied 
with their invitation, but was beaten by Aristo¬ 
bulus and Antigonus; and indeed he was pursued 
as far as Scythopolis by these brethren, and fled 
away from them. So they returned back to Sa¬ 
maria, and sent the multitude again within the 
wall; and when they had taken the city, they de¬ 
molished it, and made slaves of its inhabitants. 
And, as they had still great success in their un¬ 
dertakings, they did not sutler their zeal to cool, 
but marched with an armj' ns far as Scvthopolis, 
and made an incursion upon it, and laid waste all 
the country that lay withiu Mount Carmel. 

8. But then, these successes of John and of his 
sons made them be envied, and occasioned a se¬ 
dition in the country, and many there were who 

ot together, and would not lie at rest till they 

roke out into open war, in which war they were 

Greek version of the hook here abridged by Josephus, or 
of the chronif les of this John 1 ly rcanus. then extant, as¬ 
sures us that he was railed Hyrcanus, from his conquest 
of one of that nnnic. See Anthem. Rer. part i. p. 27. But 
of this younger Antiochus,see Dean Aldrich’s note here. 
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beaten. So John lived the rest of his life very 
happily, and administered the government after 
a most extraordinary manner, and this for thirty- 
three entire years together. He died, leaving 
five sons behind him. He vva3 certainly a very 
happy man, and afforded no occasion to have any 
complaint made of fortune on his account. He ft 
was who alone had three of the most desirable 
things in the world, the government of his nation, 
and the high priesthood, and the gift of prophecy. 
For the Deity conversed with him, and he was 
not ignorant of any thing that was to come after¬ 
ward; insomuch, that he foresaw and foretold 
that his two eldest sons would not continue mas¬ 
ters of the government; and it will highly de¬ 
serve our narration, to describe their catastrophe, 
and how far inferior these men were to their fa¬ 
ther in felicity. 

CHAP. III. 

How Aristobulus was the Jirst that put a Diadem 
about his Head, and after he had put his Mother 
and Brother to death , he died himself, when he 
had reigned no more than a Year . 
f 1. For after the death of their father, the 
elder of them, Aristobulus, changed the govern¬ 
ment into a kingdom, and was the first that put 
a diadem upon his head, four hundred seventy 
and one years and three months after our people 
came down into this country, when they were 
set free from the Babylonian slavery. Now, of 
his brethren, he appeared to have an affection 
for Antigonus, who was next to him, and made 
him his equal; but for the rest, he bound them, 
and put them in prison. He also put his mother 
in bonds, for her contesting the government with 
him; for John had left her to be the governess of 
public affairs. He also proceeded to that degree 
of barbarity as to cause her to be pined to death 
in prison. 

2. But vengeance circumvented him in the af¬ 
fair of his brother Antigonus, whom he loved, 
and whom he made his partner in the kingdom; 
for he slew him by the means of the calumnies 
which ill men about the palace contrived against 
him. At first, indeed, Aristobulus would not be¬ 
lieve their reports, partly out of the affection he 
had for his brother, and partly because he thought 
that a great part of these tales were owing to 
the envy of their relaters; however, as Antigo¬ 
nus came once in a splendid manner from the 
army to that festival, wherein our ancient cus¬ 
tom is to make tabernacles for God, it happened, 
in those days, that Aristobulus was sick, and 
that, at the conclusion of the feast, Antigonus 
came up to it, with his armed men about him; 
and this, when he was adorned in the finest man¬ 
ner possible, and that, in a great measure, to 
pray to God on the behalf of his brother. Now, 
at this very time it was, that these ill men 
came to the king, and told him in what a pom¬ 
pous manner the armed men came, and with what 
insolence Antigonus marched, and that such his 
insolence was too great for a private person, and 
that accordingly he was come with a great band 
of men to kill him; for that he could not endure 
this hare enjoyment of roval honor, when it was 
in his power to take the kingdom himself. 

3. ]\ow Aristobulus, by degrees, and unwill¬ 
ingly, gave credit to these accusations; and ac¬ 
cordingly he took care not to discover his sus¬ 
picion openly, though he provided to be secure 
against any accidents: so he placed the guards 
of his body in a dark subterranean passage, for 
he lay sick in a place called formerly theCitadel, 
though afterwani its name was changed to An¬ 
tonia; and he gave orders, that if Antigonus 
came unarmed, they should let him alone; but if 
be came to him in his armor, they should kill 
him. He also sent some to let him Vnow before¬ 
hand, that he should come unarmed. But, upon 
this occasion, the queen very cunningly con¬ 


trived the matter with those that plotted his ruin, 
for she persuaded those that were sent, to con¬ 
ceal the king's message; but to tell Antigonus 
how his brother had heard he had got a very fine 
suit of armor made, with fine martial ornaments, 
in Galilee; and because his present sickness hin¬ 
dered him from coming and seeing all that finery, 
he very much desired to see him now in his 
armor; “because, (said he,) in a little time thou 
art goingaway from me.” 

4. As soon as Antigonus heard this, the good 
temper of his brother not allowing him to sus¬ 
pect any harm from him, he came along with his 
armor on, to show it to his brother; but when 
he was going along that dark passage, which 
was called Strato’s Tower, he was slain by the 
body guards, and became an eminent instance 
how calumny destroys all good-will and natural 
affection, and how none of our good affections are 
strong enough to resist envy perpetually. 

5. And truly any one would be surprised at 
Judas upon this occasion. He was of the sect 
of the Essenes, and had never failed or deceived 
men in his predictions before. Now, this man 
saw Antigonus as he was passing along by the 
temple, and cried out to his acquaintance, (they 
were not a few who attended upon him as his 
scholars,) “O strange!” said he; “it is good for 
me to die now, since truth is dead before me, and 
somewhat that I have foretold hath proved false; 
for this Antigonus is this day alive, who ought to 
have died this day; and the place where he ought 
to be slain, according to that fatal decree, was 
Strato*s Tower, which is at the distance of six 
hundred furlongs from this place; and yet four 
hours of this day are over already, which point of 
time renders the prediction impossible to be ful¬ 
filled.” And, when the old man had said this, he 
was dejected in his mind, and so continued. Bnt, 
in a little time, news came that Antigonus was 
slain in a subterraneous place, which was itself 
also called Strato’s Tower, by the same name 
with that of Caesarea which lay by the sea-side, 
and this ambiguity it was which caused the pro¬ 
phet’s disorder. 

6. Hereupon Aristobulus repented of the great 
crime he had been guilty of, and this gave occa¬ 
sion to the increase of his distemper. He also 
grew worse and worse, and his soul was con¬ 
stantly disturbed at the thoughts of what he had 
done/til! his very bowels being torn to pieces by 
the intolerable grief he was under, he threw up 
a great quantity of blood. And, as one of those 
servants that attended him carried out that blood, 
he, by some supernatural providence, slipped 
and fell down in the very place where Antigonus 
had been slain; and so he spilt some of the mur¬ 
derer’s blood upon the spots of the blood of him 
that had been murdered, which still appeared. 
Hereupon a lamentable cry arose among the 
spectators, as if the servant had spilled the blood 
on purpose in that place; and as the king heard 
that cry, he inquired what was the cause of it? 
and while noboay durst tell him, he pressed them 
so much the more to let him know what was the 
matter; so, at length, when he had threatened 
them, and forced them to speak out, they told; 
whereupon he burst into tears, and groaned, and 
said, “ So I perceive I am not like to escape the 
all-seeing eye of God, as to the great crimes I 
have committed; but the vengeance of the blood 
of my kinsman pursues me hastily. 0 thou most 
impudent body! how long wilt thou retain a soul 
that ought to die on account of that punishment 
it ought to suffer for a mother ana a brother 
slain? how long shall I myself spend my blood 
drop by drop? let them take it all at once; and 
let their ghosts no longer be disappointed by a 
few parcels of my bowels offered to them.” A« 
soon as he had said these words, he presently 
died, when he had reigned no longer than a 
year. 
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CHAP. IV. 

What Actions were done by Alexander Janneus, 
who reigned Twenty-seven Years. 

}1. And now the kind’s wife loosed the king’s 
brethren, and made Alexander king - , who ap¬ 
peared both elder in age, and more moderate in 
nis temper than the rest; who, when he came 
to the government, slew one of his brethren, as 
affecting to govern himself; but had the other of 
them in great esteem, as loving a quiet life, 
without meddling with public affairs. 

2. Now it happened that there was a battle 
between him and Ptolemy, who was called La- 
thyrus, who had taken the city Asochis. He in¬ 
deed slew a great many of his enemies, but the 
victory rather inclined to Ptolemy. But when 
this Ptolemy was pursued by his mother, Cleo¬ 
patra, and retired into Egypt, Alexander besieged 
Gadara, and took it; as also he did Amathus, 
which was the strongest of all the fortresses that 
were about Jordan, and therein were the most 
precious of all the possessions of Theodorus, the 
son of Zeno. Whereupon Theodorus marched 
against him, and took what belonged to himself 
as well as the king’s baggage, and slew ten thou¬ 
sand of the Jews. However, Alexander recover¬ 
ed this blow, and turned his force towards the 
maritime parts, and took Raphia and Gaza, with 
Anthodon also, which was afterward called 
Agrippias by king Herod. 

3. But when he had made slaves of the citi¬ 
zens of all these cities, the nation of the Jews 
made an insurrection against him at a festival; 
for at those feasts seditions are generally begun, 
and it looked as if he should not be able to escape 
the plot they had laid for him, had not his foreign 
auxiliaries, the Pisidians and Cilicians, assisted 
him; for as to the Syrians, he never admitted 
them among his mercenary troops, on account of 
their innate enmity against the Jewish nation. 
And when he had slain more than six thousand 
of the rebels, he made an incursion into Arabia, 
and when he had taken that country, together 
with the Gileadites and Moabites, he enjoined 
them to pay him tribute, and returned to Ama¬ 
thus; ana, as Theodorus was surprised at his 
great success, he took the fortress, and demo¬ 
lished it. 

4. However, when he fought with Obodus, 
king of the Arabians, who laid an ambush for him 
near Golan, and a plot against him, he lost his 
enffc-e army, which was crowded together in a 
deep valley, and broken to pieces by the multi¬ 
tudes of camels. And, when he had made his 
escape to Jerusalem, he provoked the multitude, 
who hated him before, to make an insurrection 
against him, and this on account of the great¬ 
ness of the calamity that he was under. How¬ 
ever, he was then too hard for them, and in the 
several battles that were fought on both sides, 
he slew no fewer than fifty thousand of the Jews, 
in the interval of six years. Yet had he no rea¬ 
son to rejoice in these victories, since he did but 
consume his own kingdom; till at length he fell 
off fighting, and endeavored to come to a com¬ 
position with them, by talking with his subjects. 
But this mutability and irregularity of his con¬ 
duct made them hate him still more. And, when 
he asked them why they so hated him, and what 
he should do in order to appease them? they said, 
by killing himself; for that it would be then all 
they could do to be reconciled to him, who had 
done such tragical things to them, even when he 
was dead. At the same time they invited Deme¬ 
trius, who was called Eucerus, to assist them; 
and as he readily complied with their request, in 
hopes of great advantages, and came with his 
army, the Jews joined with those their auxilia¬ 
ries about Shcchem. 

* Josephus here calls this Antiochus the last of the 
Scleucida*, although there remained still a shadow of 
another king of that family, Antiochus Asiaiicus, or 
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5. Yet did Alexander meet both these forces, 
with one thousand horsemen, and eight thousand 
mercenaries that were on foot. He had also with 
him that part of the Jews which favored him, to 
the number of ten thousand; while the adverse 
party had three thousand horsemen, and four¬ 
teen thousand footmen. Now, before they joined 
battle, the kings made proclamation, ana endea¬ 
vored to draw off each other’s soldiers, and 
make them revolt; while Demetrius hoped to 
induce Alexander’s mercenaries to leave him, 
and Alexander hoped to induce the Jews that 
were with Demetrius to leave him. But, since 
neither the Jews would leave off their rage, nor 
the Greeks prove unfaithful, they came to an 
engagement, and to a close fight with their wea¬ 
pons. In which battle Demetrius was the con¬ 
queror, although Alexander’s mercenaries show¬ 
ed the greatest exploits, both in soul and body. 
Yet did the upshot of this battle prove different 
from what was expected, as to both of them; for 
neither did those that invited Demetrius to come 
to them continue firm to him, though he was con¬ 
queror; and six thousand Jews, out of pity to the 
change of Alexander’s condition, when he was 
fled to the mountains, came over to him. Yet 
could not Demetrius bear this turn of affairs, but 
supposing that Alexander w r as already become a 
match for him again, and that all the nation 
would [at length] run to him, he left the country 
and went his way. 

6. However, the rest of the [Jewish] multitude 
did not lay aside their quarrels with him, when 
the [foreign] auxiliaries were gone; but they had 
a perpetual war with Alexander, until he had 
slain the greatest part of them, aud driven the 
rest into the city Bemeselis; and when he had 
demolished that city, he carried the captives to 
Jerusalem. Nay, his rage was grown so extra 
vagant, that his barbarity proceeded to the de¬ 
gree of impiety; for, when he had ordered eight 
hundred to be hung upon crosses in the midst ot 
the city, he had the throats of their wives and 
children cut before their eyes; and these execu¬ 
tions he saw as he was drinking and lying down 
with his concubines. Upon which so deep a sur¬ 
prise seized on the people that eight thousand of 
nis opposers fled away the very next night, out 
of all Judea, whose flight was only terminated 
by Alexander’s death: so at last, though not till 
late and with great difficulty, he, by such actions, 
procured a quiet kingdom, and left off fighting 
any more. 

7. Yetdid that Antiochus, who was also called 
Dionysius, become an origin of troubles again. 
This man was the brother of Demetrius, and the 
last of the race of the Seleucidae.* Alexander 
was afraid of him, when he was marching against 
the Arabians; so he cut a deep trench Between 
Antinatris, which was near the mountains, and 
the snores of Joppa; he also erected a high wall 
before the trench, and built wooden towers in 
order to hinder nnv sudden approaches. But 
still he was not able to exclude Antiochus, for he 
burnt the towers and filled up the trenches, and 
marched on with his army. And as he looked 
upon taking his revenge on Alexander, for en¬ 
deavoring to stop him, as a thing of less conse¬ 
quence, he marched directly against the xVrabi- 
ans, whose king retired into such parts of the 
country as were fittest for engaging the enemy, 
and then on the sudden made his horse turn back 
which were iu number ten thousand, and fell 
upon Antiochus’s army while they were in dis¬ 
order, and a terrible battle ensued. Antiochus’s 
troops, so long as he was alive fought it .iut, al¬ 
though a mighty slaughter was made amoug 
them by the Arabians; but when he fell, for he 
was in the fore-front, in the utmost danger in 
rallying his troops, they all gave ground, and the 

Connnagenus, who reigned, or rather lay hid, till Pom* 
pey quite turned him out, as Dean Aldricn here notes, 
from Appian and Justia 
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greatest pait of his army was destroyed, either 
in the action or (he flight; and for the rest, who 
fled to the village of Cana, it happened that they 
were all consumed by want of necessaries, a few 
only excepted. 

8. About this time it was that the people of 
Damascus, out of their hatred to Ptolemy, the 
so"' ofMenneus, invited Aretas [to take the go¬ 
vernment,] and made him king ofCoelosyria. This 
man also made an expedition against Judea, and 
beat Alexander in battle; but afterward retired 
by mutual agreement. Hut Alexander, when he 
had taken Pella, marched to Gerasa again out of 
the covetous desire he had of Theodorus's posses¬ 
sions; and when he had built a triple wall about 
the garrison, he took the place oy force. He 
also demolished Golan, and Seleucia, and what 
was called the Valley of Antiochus; besides 
which, he took the strong fortress of Gamala, 
and stripped Demetrius, who was governor there¬ 
in, of which he had, on account of the many 
crimes laid to his charge, and then returned into 
Judea, after he had been three whole years in 
this expedition. And now he was kindly receiv¬ 
ed of the nation, because of the good success he 
had. So, when he was at rest from war, he fell 
into a distemper; for he was afflicted with a 
quartan ague, and supposed that by exercising 
himself again in martial affairs, he should get 
rid of this distemper; but, by making such ex¬ 
editions at unseasonable times, and forcing his 
ody to undergo greater hardships than it was 
able to bear, he brought himself to his end. He 
died, therefore, in the midst of his troubles, after 
he had reigned seven and twenty years. 

CHAP. V. 

Alexandra reigns nine Years, during which lime 
the Pharisees were the real Rulers of the Nation. 

$ 1. Now Alexander left the kingdom to Alex¬ 
andra his wife, and depended upon it that the 
Jews would now very readily submit to her, be¬ 
cause she had been very averse to such cruelty 
as he had treated them with, and had opposed 
his violation of their laws, and had thereby got 
the good-will of the people. Nor was he mis¬ 
taken as to his expectations; for this woman 
kept the dominion, by the opinion that the. peo¬ 
ple had of her piety; for she chiefly studied the 
ancient customs of her country, and cast those 
men out of the government that offended against 
their holy laws. And, as she had two sons bv 
Alexander, she made Hyrcanus the elder high 
priest, on account of his age, as also on account 
of his inactive temper, which noway disposed 
him to disturb the public. Hut she retained the 
younger, Aristobulus, with her, as a private per¬ 
son, by reason of the warmth of his temper. 

2. And now the Pharisees joined themselves to 
her, to assist her in the government. These are 
a certain sect of the Jews that appear more reli- 
ligious than others, and seem to interpret the 
laws more accurately. Now, Alexandra heark¬ 
ened to them to an extraordinary degree, as 
being herself a woman of great piety towards 
God. Rut these Pharisees artfully insinuated 
themselves into her favor by little and little, 
and became themselves the real administrators 
of the public affairs: they banished and reduced 
whom they pleased; they bound and loosed [men] 
at their pleasure,and, to say all at once, (hey 
had the enjoyment of the royal authority, whilst 
the expenses and the difficulties of it belonged 

* Matt. xvl. 10; xvlil. 18. 

f Here we have the oldest and mosi authentic Jewish 
exposition ofldndinp nnd inoslnp, for punishing or ahsol* 
ving men, not for declaring actions lawful or unlawful, 
as some more modern Jews and Chislinns vainln pre¬ 
lend. 

1 Strabo, b. xvl. p. 7-10, relates, that this Selene fleo- 
atra was besieged hy Tiprancs, not In Plolcmals, as 
ere, bui afler she had left Syria in Seleucia, a citadel in 
Mesopotamia; and adds, that when he bad kept her 


to Alexander. She was a sagacious woman in 
the management of great affairs, and intent al¬ 
ways upon gathering soldiers together; so that 
she increased the army the one half, and pro¬ 
cured a great body of foreign troops, till her own 
nation became not only powerful at home, but 
terrible also to foreign potentates, while she go¬ 
verned other people, and the Pharisees govern¬ 
ed her. 

3. Accordingly they themselves slew Diogenes, 
a person of figure, and one that had been a friend 
to Alexander: and accused him as having assist¬ 
ed the king with his advice, for crucifying: the 
eight hundred men [before mentioned.'] They 
also prevailed with Alexandra to put to death the 
rest of those who had irritated him against them. 
Now, she was so superstitious as to comply with 
their desires, and accordingly they slew whom 
they pleased themselves; but the principal of 
those that were in danger fled to Aristobulus, 
who persuaded his mother to spare the men 
on account of their dignity.but to expel them out 
of the city, unless she took them to be innocent; 
so they were suffered to go unpunished, and were 
dispersed all over the country. But when Alex¬ 
andra sent out her army to Damascus, under pre¬ 
tence that Ptolemy was always oppressing that 
city, she got possession of it; nor did it make 
any considerable resistance. She also prevailed 
with Tigranes, king of Armenia, who lay with 
his troops about Ptolemais, and hesieged Cleo¬ 
patra,! fcy agreements and presents, to go away. 
Accordingly, Tigranes soon arose from tne siege, 
by reason of those domestic tumults which hap¬ 
pened upon Lucullus’s expedition into Armenia. 

4. In the meantime, Alexandra fell sick, and 
Aristobulus, her younger son, took hold of this 
opportunity with Lis domestics, of which he had 
a great many, who were all of them his friends 
on account of the warmth of their youth, and got 
possession of all the fortresses. He also used the 
sums of money he found in them, to get togethei 
a number of mercenary soldiers, and make him 
self king; and besides this, upon Hyrcanus^s com 
plaint to his mother, she compassionated his case, 
and put Aristobulus’s wife and sons under re¬ 
straint in Antonia, which was a fortress that 
joined to the north part of the temple. It was,a9 
I have already said, of old called the Citadel; 
but afterward got the name of Antonia, when 
Antony was lord [of the East>J just as the other 
cities, Sebaste and Agrippa, had their names 
changed, and these given them, from Sebastu9 
and Agrippa. But Alexandra died before she 
could punish Aristobulus for his disinheriting 
his brother, after she had reigned nine years. 

CHAP. VI. 

JVhcn Hyrcanus, who was Alexandra's Heir, re¬ 
cededfrom his Claim of the Crown, Aristobulus 
is made King, and afterward the same Hyrca¬ 
nus, by the means of Antipater, is brought back 
by Aretas. At last Pompey is made the Arbi¬ 
trator of the Dispute between the Brothers. 

{ 1. Now Hvrcanus was heir to the kingdom, 
and to him did his mother commit it before she 
died; but Aristobulus was superior to him in 
ower and magnanimity; and when there was a 
attle between them, to decide the dispute about 
the kingdom, near Jericho, the greatest part de¬ 
serted Hyrcanus, nnd went over to Aristobulus; 
but Hyrcanus, with those of his party who staid 
with liim, fled to Antonia, and got into his power 

awhile In prison, he put her to death. Dean Aldrich 
supposes here that Strabo contradicts Josephus, which 
does not appear to me; for although Josephus says both 
here and in the Antiquities, b. xii. ch. xvl. sect. 4, that 
Tipranes heslepcd her nowin 1’tolemais,and that ho 
took the city, ns the Antiquities inform us, yet does he 
nowhere intimate thnt he now took the queen herself; 
so that hoth the narrations of Strabo, and Josephua may 
stiff be true notwithstanding. 
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the hostages that might be for his preservation 
(which were Aristobulus’s wife, with her chil¬ 
dren;) but they came to an agreement, before 
things should come to extremities, that Aristo- 
bulus should be king, and Hvrcanus should re¬ 
sign that up, but retain all the rest of his dig¬ 
nities, as being the king’s brother. Hereupon 
they were reconciled to each other in the temple, 
and embraced one another in a very kind manner, 
while the people stood round about them: they 
also changed their houses, while Aristobulus 
went to the royal palace, and Hyrcanus retired 
to the house of Aristobulus. 

2. Now, those other people who were at va¬ 
riance with Aristobulus were afraid upon his un¬ 
expected obtaining the government; and espe¬ 
cially this concerned Antipater,* whom Aristo¬ 
bulus hated of old. He was by birth an Idumean, 
and one of the principal of that nation on account 
of his ancestors and riches, and other authority 
to him belonging; He also persuaded Hyrcanus 
to fly to Aretas, the king ot Arabia, and to lay 
claim to the kingdom; as also he persuaded 
Aretas to receive Hyrcanus, and to bring him 
back to his kingdom: he also cast great re¬ 
proaches upon Aristobulus, as to his morals, and 
gave great commendations to Hyrcanus, and 
exhorted Aretas to receive him, and told him 
how becoming a thing it would be for him, who 
ruled so great a kingdom, to afford his assistance 
to such as are injured; alleging that Hyrcanus 
was treated unjustly, hy being deprived of that 
dominion which belonged to nim by the prero¬ 
gative of his birth. And when he had predis- 

osed them both to do what he would have them, 

e took Hyrcanus by night, and ran away from 
the city, and continuing his flight with great 
swiftness, he escaped to the place called Petra, 
which is the royal seat of the king of Arabia, 
where he put Hyrcanus into Aretas’s hand: and 
by discoursing much with him, and gaining upon 
him with many presents, he prevailed with him 
to give him an army that might restore him to 
his kingdom. This army consisted of fifty thou¬ 
sand footmen and horsemen, against which Aris¬ 
tobulus was not able to make resistance, but was 
deserted in his first onset, and was driven to Je¬ 
rusalem: he also had heen taken at first by force, 
if Scaurus, the Roman general, had not come and 
seasonably interposed himself, and raised the 
siege. This Scaurus was sent into Syria from 
Armenia hy Pompey the Great, when he fought 
against Tigranes: so Scaurus came to Damas¬ 
cus, which had heen lately taken by Metellus 
and Lollius, and caused them to leave the place; 
and, upon his hearing how the affairs of Judea 
stood, he made haste thither as to a certain booty. 

3. As soon therefore as he was come into the 
country, there came ambassadors from both the 
brothers, each of them desiring his assistance; 
but Aristobulus’s three hundred talents had more 
weight with him than the justice of the cause; 
which sum, when Scaurus had received, he sent 
a herald to Hyrcanus and the Arabians, and 
threatened them with the resentment of the Ro¬ 
mans, and of Pompey, unless they would raise 
the siege. So Aretas was terrified, and retired 
out of Judea to Philadelphia, as did Scaurus re¬ 
turn to Damascus again: nor was Aristobulus sa¬ 
tisfied with escaping [out of his brother’s hands,] 
but gathered all his forces together, and pursued 
his enemies, and fought them at a place called 
Papyron, and slew about six thousand of them, 
ana, together with them, Antipater’s brother, 
Phalion. 

* That this Antipatcr, the father of Herod the Great, 
was an Idumean , as Josephus affirms here, sec the note 
on Antiq. h. xiv. eh. xv. sect. 2. 

fit is somewhat probable, as Havercamp supposes, 
and partly Spanheim also, that the Latin copy is here 
the truest, that Pompey did take the many presents of¬ 
fered him hy Hyrcanus, as he would have done the oth- 
ers from Aristobulus, sect. 6; although his remarkable 
abstinence from the 2000 talents that were in the Jewish 


4. When Hyrcanus and Antipater were thus 
deprived of their hopes from the Arabians, they* 
transferred the same to their adversaries; and 
because Pompey had passed through Syria, and 
was come to Damascus, they fled to him for as¬ 
sistance; and without any bribes,! they made 
the same equitable pleas that they had used to 
Aretas, and besought him to hate the violent be¬ 
havior of Aristobulus, and to bestow the king¬ 
dom upon him to whom it justly belonged, both 
on account of his good character, and on account 
of his superiority in age. However, neither was 
Aristobulus wanting to himself in this case, aa 
relying on the hribes that Scaurus had received: 
he was also there himself, and adorned himself 
after a manner the most agreeable to royalty thaw 
he was able. But he soon thought it beneath him 
to come in such a servile manner, and could not 
endure to serve his own ends in a way so much 
more abject than he was used to; so he departed 
from Diospolis. 

5. At this his behavior Pompey had great in¬ 
dignation; Hyrcanus also and his friends made 
great intercession to Pompey; so he took not 
only his Roman forces, but many of his Syrian 
auxiliaries, and marched against Aristobulus. 
But when he had passed by Pella and Scythopo- 
lis, and was come to Corea, where you enter into 
the country of Judea, when you go up through 
the Mediterranean parts,he heard that Aristobu¬ 
lus, was fled to Alexandrium, which is a strong¬ 
hold fortified with the utmost magnificence, and 
situated upon a high mountain, and he sent lo 
him and commanded him to come down. Now 
his inclination was to try his fortune in a battle, 
since he was called in such an imperious manner, 
rather than to comply with that call. However, 
he saw the multitude were in great fear, and his 
friends exhorted him to consider what the power 
of the Romans was, and how it was irresistible; 
so he complied with their advice, and came down 
to Pompey; and when he had made a long apo¬ 
logy for himself, and for the justness of his cause 
in taking the government, he returned to the 
fortress. And when his hrother invited him [to 
plead his cause,] he came down and spoke about 
the justice of it, and then went away without 
any hinderance from Pompey: so he was be¬ 
tween hope and fear. And when he came down 
it was to prevail with Pompey to allow him the 
government entirely: and when he went up to 
the citadel, it was that he might not appear to 
debase himself too low. However, Pompey com¬ 
manded him to give up his fortified places, and 
forced him to write to every one of their govern¬ 
ors to yield them up; they Having had this charge 
given them, to obey no letters but what were of 
nis own handwriting. Accordingly he did what 
he was ordered to do; but still had an indignation 
at what was done, and retired to Jerusalem, and 
prepared to fight with Pompey. 

6. But Pompey did not give him time to make 
any preparations [for a siege,] but followed him at 
his heels; he was also obliged to make haste in 
his attempt, by the death of Mithridntes.of which 
he was informed about Jericho. Now here is the 
most fruitful country of Judea, which bears a 
vast number of palm-trees, besides the balsam- 
tree,! whose sprouts they cut with sharp stones 
and at the incisions they gather the juice, which 
drops down like tears* So Pompey pitched his 
camp in that place one night, and tnen hasted 
away the next morning to Jerusalem; but Aris¬ 
tobulus was so affrighted at his approach that he 
came and met him oy way of supplication. He 

temple, when he took it a little afterward, ch. vii. sect 
6; and Antiq. b. xiv. chap. iv. sect. 4, will hardly permit 
us to desert theGreek copies, all which agree that he did 
not take them. 

1 Of the famous palm-trees and halsam about Jericho 
and Engaddi, 9 ec the notes in Havercamp’s edition, both 
here and b. ii. ch. ix. sect. 1. They are somewhat too 
long to be transcribed in this place. 
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also promised him money, and that he would de¬ 
liver up both himself and the city into his dispo¬ 
sal, and thereby mitigated the anger of Pompey. 
Yet did not he perform anv of the conditions he 
had agreed to; for Aristobulus’s party would not 
so much as admit Gabiniusinto the city, who was 
sent to receive the money that he had promised. 

CHAP. VII. 

How Pompey had the City of Jerusalem delivered 
up to him, but took the Temple [6y Force.] How 
he went into the Holy of Holies; as also , what 
were his other Exploits in Judea. 

$ 1. At this treatment Pompey was very angry, 
and took Aristobulus into custody. And when 
he was come to the city, he looked about where 
he might make his attack; for he saw the walls 
were so firm, that it would be hard to overcome 
them, and that the valley before the walls was 
terrible; and that the temple, which was within 
that vallev, was itself encompassed with a very 
strong wall, insomuch that if the city were taken, 
the temple would be a second place of refuge for 
the enemy to retire to. 

2. Now, as he was long in deliberating about 
this matter, a sedition arose among the people 
within the city: Aristobulus’s party being willing 
to fight, and to set their kiDg at liberty, while the 
party of Ilyrcanus were for opening the gates to 
rompey; and the dread people were in occa¬ 
sioned these last to be a very numerous party, 
when they looked upon the excellent order the 
Roman soldiers were in. So Aristobulus’s party 
was worsted, and retired into the temple, and 
cut off the communication between the temple 
and the city, by breaking down the bridge tnat 
joined them together, and prepared to make an 
opposition to the utmost; but as the others had 
received the Romans into the city, and had de¬ 
livered up the palace to him, Pompey sent Piso, 
one of his great officers, into that palace with an 
army, who distributed a garrison about the city, 
because he could not persuade any one of those 
that had fled to the temple to come to terms of 
accommodation; he then disposed all things that 
were round about them so as might favor their 
attacks, as having Hyrcanus’s party very ready 
to afford them both counsel and assistance. 

3. But Pompey himself filled up the ditch that 
was on the north side of the temple, and the en¬ 
tire valley also, the army itself being obliged to 
carry the materials for that purpose. And in¬ 
deed it was a hard thing to fill up that valley, 
by reason of its immense depth, especially as the 
Jews used all the means possible to repel them 
from their superior station; nor had the Romans 
succeeded in their endeavors, had not Pompey 
taken notice of the seventh days, on which the 
Jews abstain from all sorts of work on a religious 
account, and raised his bank, but restrained his 
soldiers from fighting on those days; for the 
Jews only acted defensively on Sabbath-days. 
But ns soon as Pompey had filled up the valley, 
he erected high towers upon the bank, and 
brought those engines which they had fetched 
from Tyre near to the wall, and tried to batter it 
down; and the slingera of stones beat off those 

hat stood above them, and drove them away; 
but the towers on this side of the city made very 
reat resistance, and were indeed extraordinary 
Oth for largeness and magnificence. 

4. Now here it was, that upon the many hard¬ 
ships which the Romans underwent, Pompey 
could not but admire not only at theother instan¬ 
ces of the Jews’ fortitude, but especially that 
they did not at all intermit their religious ser¬ 
vices, even when they were encompassed with 

* Thus, say* Tacitus, Cn. Pornpeius first of all subdued 
the Jews, nnd went into their temple, by right uf con¬ 
quest, Mist. h. v. eh. ix; nor did he touch nny of H» rich- 
es, os has been observed on the parallel place of the An- 


darts on all sides; for, as if the city were in full 
peace, their daily sacrifices and purifications, 
and every branch of their religious worship, was 
still performed to God with the utmost exact¬ 
ness. Nor indeed, when the temple was actually 
taken, and they were every day slain about the 
altar, did they leave off the instances of their 
divine worship that were appointed by (heir law; 
for it was in tnc third month of the siege before 
the Romans could even with great difficulty 
overthrow one of the towers, and get into the 
temple. Now he that first of all ventured to get 
over the wall was Faustus Cornelius, the son of 
Sylla; and next after him were two centurions, 
Furius and Fabius; and every one of these wa9 
followed by a cohort of his own, who encom¬ 
passed the Jews on all sides, and slew some ol 
them as they were running for shelter to the 
temple, and others as they, for a while, fought 
in their own defence. 

5. And now did many of the priests, even 
when they saw their enemies assailing them 
with swords in their hands without any disturb¬ 
ance, go on with their divine worship, and were 
slain while they were offering their drink-offer¬ 
ings, and burning their inctnse, as preferring 
the duties about their worship to God. before 
their own preservation. The greatest part of 
them were slain by their own countrymen, of 
the adverse faction, and an innumerable multi¬ 
tude threw themselves down precipices; nay, 
some there were who were so detracted among 
the insuperable difficulties they were under, that 
they set fire to the buildings that were near to 
the wall, and were burnt together with them. 
Now of the Jews w*ere slain twelve thousand; 
but of the Romans very few were slain, but a 
greater number was wounded. 

6. But there was nothing that affected the na¬ 
tion so much, in the calamities they were then 
under, as that their holy place, which had been 
hitherto seen by none, slio^Icl be laid open to 
strangers; for Pompey,* and those that were 
about him, went into the temple itself, whither 
it was not lawful for any to enter but the high 
priest, and saw what was reposited therein, the 
candlestick with its lamps, and the table, and the 
pouring vessels, and the censers, all made entire¬ 
ly of gold, as also, a great quantity of spices heap¬ 
ed together, with two thousand talents of sacred 
money. Yet did he not touch that money, nor 
any thing else that was there reposited; but he 
commanded the ministers about the temple, tbo 
very next day after he had taken it, to cleanse 
it, and to perform their accustomed sacrifices. 
Moreover, he made Ilyrcanus high priest, as one 
that not only in other respects had showed great 
alacrity on his side during the siege, but as he 
had been the means of hindering the multitude 
that was in the country from fighting for Aristo¬ 
bulus, w’hich they were otherwise very ready to 
have done; bv which means he acted the part of 
a good general, and reconciled the people to him 
more by benevolence than by terror. Now 
among the captives, Aristobulus’s father-in-law 
was taken, who was also his uncle: so those that 
were the most guilty he punished with decolla¬ 
tion; but rewarded Faustus, nnd those with him 
that had fought so bravely, with glorious pre¬ 
sents, and laid a tribute upon the country, and 
upon Jerusalem itself. 

7. lie also took away from t’nr nation alt those 
cities they had formerly taken, and that oelnnged 
to Ccelosvria, and made them subject to him that 
was at that time appointed to he the Roman pre¬ 
sident there; nnd reduced Judea within its pro- 
jer bounds. He also rehuilt Gadara.f that had 
lr.en demolished by the Jews, in order to gratify 

tiquitie9,h. xiv. ch. Iv. sect. 4; outof Cicero himself. 

|Tho coin of tlila Gadarn still extant, witli its date 
from thisern, is a certain evidence of this its rebuilding 
by Pompey, a9 Spanhciin hero assures 
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one Demetrius, who wa9 of Gadara, and was one 
of his own freed-meu. He also made other cities 
free from their dominion, that lay in the midst of 
the country, such, I mean, as they had not de¬ 
molished before that time. Hippos, and Scytho- 
polis, as also Pella, and Samaria, and Marissa; 
and besides these, Ashdod, and Jamnia, and Are- 
thusa; and in like manner dealt he with the ma¬ 
ritime cities, Gaza, and Jopna, and Dora, and 
that which was anciently called Strato’s Tower; 
but was afterward rebuilt with the most magni¬ 
ficent edifices, and had its name changed to Cae¬ 
sarea by king Herod. All which he restored to 
their own citizens, and put them under the pro¬ 
vince of Syria; which province, together with 
Judea, and "the countries as far as Egypt and Eu¬ 
phrates, he committed to Scaurus as their gover¬ 
nor, and gave him two legions to support him; 
while he made all the haste he could himself to 
go through Cilicia, in his way to Rome, having 
Aristobufus and his children along with him, as 
hi9 captives. They were two daughters and two 
sons; the one of which soo9, Alexander, ran 
away as he was going; but the younger, Antigo- 
nus, with his sisters, were carried to Rome. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Alexander , the Son of Aristobulus,who ran away 
from Pompey, makes an Expedition against 
Hyrcanus; but being overcome by Gabinius, he 
delivers up the Fortresses to him. After this 
A ristobulus escapes f rom Rome, and gathers an 
Army together; but being beaten by the Romans , 
he is brought back to Rome; with other things 
relating to Gabinius , Crassus, and Cassius. 

§ 1. In the mean time, Scaurus made an ex¬ 
pedition into Arabia, but was stopped by the dif¬ 
ficulty of the places about Petra. However, he 
laid waste the country about Pella, though even 
there he was under great hardships; for his army 
was afflicted with famine. In order to supply 
which want, Hyrcanus afforded him some assist¬ 
ance, and sent him provisions by the means of 
Antipater; whom also Scaurus sent to Aretas, as 
one well acquainted with him, to induce him to 
pay him money to buy his peace. The king of 
Arabia* complied with the proposal, and gave 
him three hundred talents; upon which Scaurus 
drew his army out of Arabia. 

2. But as for Alexander, that son of Aristobu- 
lus who ran away from Pompey, in some time he 
got a considerable band of men together, and lay 
heavy upon Hyrcanus, and overran Judea, and 
was likely to overturn him quickly; and indeed 
he had come to Jerusalem, and had ventured to 
rebuild its wall that was thrown down by Pom¬ 
pey, had not Gabinius, who was sent as successor 
to Scaurus into Syria, showed his bravery, as in 
many other points, so in making an expedition 
against Alexander; who, as he was afraid that 
he would attack him, as he got together a large 
army, composed of ten thousand armed footmen, 
and fifteen hundred horsemen. He also built 
walls about proper p aces, Alexandrium, and 
Hyrcanium, and Macherus, that lay upon the 
mountains of Arabia. 

3. However, Gabinius sent before him Marcus 
Antonins, and followed himself with his whole 
army; but for the select body of soldiers that 
were about Antipater, and another body of Jews 
under the command of Malichus and Pitholaus, 
these joined themselves to those captains that 
were about Marcus Antonius, and met Alexan¬ 
der; to which body came Gabinius with his main 
army soon afterward ;*and as Alexander was not 
able to sustain the charge of the enemies’ forces, 

* Take the like attestation to the truth of the submis¬ 
sion of A ret;i9, kinz of Arabia, to Scaurus the Roman ge¬ 
neral,in the words of Dean Aldrich. “ Hence,” says he, 
M is derived that old and famous Denarius belontring to 
the iEmUian family [represented in llavercamp’s edi- 


now they were joined, he retired- But when he 
was come near to Jerusalem, he was forced to 
fight, and lost six thousand men in the battle; 
three thousand of whom fell down dead, and 
three thousand were taken alive; so he tied 
with the remainder to Alexandrium. 

4. Now, when Gabinius was come to Alexao 
drium, because he found a great many there en¬ 
camped, he tried, by promising them pardon for 
their former offences, to induce them to come 
over to him, before it came to a fight; but when 
they would hearken to no terms of accommoda¬ 
tion, he slew a great number of them, and shut 
up a great number of them in the citadel. Now 
Marcus Antonius, their leader, signalized him¬ 
self in this battle, who, as he always showed 
great courage, so did he never show it so much 
as now; but Gabinius, leaving forces to take 
the citadel, went away himself, and settled the 
cities that had not been demolished, and rebuilt 
those that had been destroyed. Accordingly, 
upon his injunction, the following cities were 
restored: Scythopolis, Samaria, Anthedon, Apol- 
lonia, Jamnia, Raphia, Marissa, Adoreus, Ga- 
mala, Ashdod, and many others; while a great 
number of men readily ran to each of them, and 
became their inhabitants. 

5. When Gabinius had taken care of these 
cities, he returned to Alexandrium, and pressed 
on the siege. So when Alexander despaired of 
ever obtaining the government, he sent ambassa¬ 
dors to him, and prayed him to forgive what he 
had offended him in, and gave up to' him the re¬ 
maining fortresses, Hyrcanium and Macherus, as 
he put Alexandrium into his hands afterward: all 
which Gabinius demolished, at the persuasion of 
Alexander’s mother, that they might not be re¬ 
ceptacles of men in a second war. She was 
now there in order to mollify Gabinius, out of her 
concern for her relations that were captives at 
Rome, which were her husband and her other 
children. After this Gabinius brought Hyrcanus 
to Jerusalem, and committed the care of the 
temple to him; but ordained the other political 
government to be by an aristocracy. He also 
parted the whole nation into five conventions, as¬ 
signing one portion to Jerusalem, another to Ga¬ 
dara, that another should belong to Amathus, a 
fourth to Jericho, and to the fifth division ws*s 
allotted Sepphoris, a city of Galilee. So the 
people were glad to be thus freed from monarchi¬ 
cal government, and were governed for the future 
by an aristocracy. 

6. Yet did Aristobulus afford another founda¬ 
tion for new disturbances. He fled away from 
Rome, and got together again many of the Jews 
that were desirous of a change, such as had 
borne an affection to him of old; and when he 
had taken Alexandrium in the.first place, he at¬ 
tempted to build a wall about it; but as soon as 
Gabinius had sent an army against him under 
Siscnna, Antonius, and Servilius, he was aware 
of it, and retreated to Macherus. And as for the 
unprofitable multitude, he dismissed them, and 
only marched on with those that were armed, 
being to the number of eight thousand, among 
whom was Pitholaus, who had been the lieu¬ 
tenant at Jerusalem, but deserted to Aristobulus 
with a thousand of his men: so the Romans fol¬ 
lowed him, and when it came to a battle. ArUto- 
bulus’s party for a long time fought courage¬ 
ously: but at length they were overborne by the 
Romans, and of them five thousand fell down 
dead, and about two thousand fled to a certain 
little hill, but the thousand that remained with 
Aristobulus broke through the Roman army, aud 
marched together to Macherus; and, when the 

tion,] wherein Aretas appears in a posture of supplica¬ 
tion, and taking bold of a camel’s bridle with t»is lefl 
hand, and with his rizht hand presenting a branch of the 
frankincense-tree, with this inscription, M. SCAURUS 
EX S. C., and beneath. REX ARETAS.” 
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king had lodged the first night upon its ruins, he 
was in hopes of raising another army, if the war 
would but cease awhile; accordingly, he forti¬ 
fied that strong hold, though it were done after 
a poor manner But, the Homans falling upon 
him, he resisted, even beyond his abilities, for 
two days, and then was taken, and brought a pri¬ 
soner to Gabinius, with Antigonus his son, who 
had fled away together with him from Rome, 
and from Gabinius he was carried to Rome again. 
Wherefore the senate put him under confine¬ 
ment, but returned his children back to Judea, 
because Gabinius informed them by letters, that 
ne had promised Aristohulus’s mother to do so, 
for her tlelivering the fortresses up to him. 

7. But now, as Gabinius was marching to the 
war against the Parthians, he was hindered by 
Ptolemv, whom, upon his return from Euphrates, 
he brought back into Egypt, making use of Hvr- 
canus and Antipater to provide every thing that 
was necessary for this expedition; for Antipater 
furnished him with money, and weapons, and 
corn and auxiliaries; he also prevailed with the 
Jews that were there, and guarded the avenues 
at Pelusium, to let them pass. But now, upon 
Gabinius’s absence, the otner part of Syria was 
in motion, and Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, 
brought the Jews to revolt again. Accordingly, 
he got together a very great army, and set about 
killing all the Romans that were in the country; 
hereupon Gabinius was afraid, (for he was come 
back already out of Egypt, and obliged to come 
back quickly by these tumults,) and sent Anti¬ 
pater, who prevailed with some of the revolters 
to be quiet. However, thirty thousand still con¬ 
tinued with Alexander, who was himself eager 
to fight also; accordingly, Gabinius went out to 
fight, when the Jews met him, and, as the battle 
was fought near Mount Tabor, ten thousand of 
them were slain, and the rest of the multitude 
dispersed themselves and fled away. So Gabi¬ 
nius came to Jerusalem, and settled the govern¬ 
ment as Antipater would have it; thence he 
marched, and fought and beat the Nabateans. 
As for Mithridates and Orsanes, who fled out of 
Parthia, he sent them away privately, but gave 
jt out among the soldiers that they had run away. 

8. In the meantime, Crassus came as successor 
to Gabinius in Syria. He took away all the rest 
of the gold belonging to the temple of Jerusalem, 
in order to furnish himself for his expedition 
against the Parthians, He also took away the 
two thousand talents which Pompey had not 
touched; but when he had passed over Eu- 

hrates, he perished himself and his army with 
im; concerning which affairs this is not a 
proper time to speak [more largely.] 

9. But now Cassius, after Cra«sns, put a stop to 
the Parthians, who were marching in order to 
enter Syria. Cas«ius had fled into that province, 
and when he had taken possession of tne same, 
he made a hasty march into Judea; and, upon 
his taking Taricheie, be carried thirty thousand 
Jews into slavery. He also slew Pitholaus, who 
had supported the seditious followers of Aristo- 
bulus, and it was Anti pater who advised him so 
to do. Now this Antipater married a wife of an 
eminent family among the Arabians, who«e name 
was Cy-pro*, and had four sons born to him by 
her, Phasaelus and Herod, who was afterward 
king, and, besides the*e, Joseph and Pheroras; 
and he had a daughter whose name was Salome. 
Now, as lie made himself friends among the men 
of power every where, by the kind oflices he did 
them, and the’hospitable manner that he treated 
them; so diJ he contract the greatest friendship 
with the king of Arabia, by marrying his rela¬ 
tion; insomuch, that when he. made war with 
Aristobulus, he sent and intrusted his children 
with hitn. So, when Cas«ius had forced Alex¬ 
ander *0 come to terms and to be quiet, he re¬ 
turned to Euphrates, in order to prevent the 


Parthians from repassing it; concerning which 
matter we shall speak elsewhere.* 

CHAP. IX. 

Aristobulus is taken off by Pompey's Friends , as 

is his son Alexander by Scijdo. Antipater cul¬ 
tivates a Friendship with Casar , after Pom¬ 
pey' s Death; he also performs great Actions in 

that War, wherein he assisted Mithridates. 

{ 1. Now, upon the flight of Pompey, and of 
the senate, beyond the Ionian Sea, Caesar got 
Rome and the empire under his power, and re¬ 
leased Aristobulus from his bonds. He also com¬ 
mitted two legions to him, and sent him in haste 
into Syria, as hoping that by his means he should 
easily conquer that country, and the part* ad¬ 
joining to Judea. But envy prevented any effect 
of Aristohulus’s alacrity, and tne hopes of Cae¬ 
sar; for he was taken off by poison given him by 
those of Poinpey’s party, and, for a long while, 
he had not so much as a burial vouchsafed him in 
his own country; but his dead body lay [above 
ground,] preserved in honey, until it was sent to 
the Jews oy Antony, in order to be buried in the 
royal sepulchres. 

*2. His son Alexander also was beheaded by 
Scipio at Antioch, and that by the command of 
Pompey, and upon an accusation laid against him 
before his tribunal, for the mischiefs he had done 
to the Romans. But Ptolemy the son of Menne- 
us, who was then ruler of Cbalcis under Liba- 
nus. took his brethren to him, by sending his son 
Philippio for them to Ascalon, who took Antigo¬ 
nus, as well as his sisters, away from Aristobu- 
lus’s wife, and brought them to his father; and 
falling in love with the younger daughter, he 
married her, and was afterward slain by his fa¬ 
ther, on her account; for Ptolemy himself, after 
he had slain his son, married her, whose name 
was Alexandra; on account of which marriage, 
he took the greater care of her brother and sister. 

3. Now, after Pompey was dead, Antipater 
changed sides, and cultivated a friendship with 
Caesar. And, since Mithridates of Pergamus, 
with the forces he led against Egypt, # wns ex¬ 
cluded from the avenues about Pelusium, and 
was forced to stay at Ascalon, he persuaded the 
Arabians, among whom he had lived, to assist 
him, and came himself to him, at the head of 
three thousand armed men. He also encou¬ 
raged the men of power in Syria to come to his 
assistance, as also of the inhabitants of Libanus, 
Ptolemy, and Jamblicus, and another Ptolemy, 
by which means the cities of that country came 
readily into this war; insomuch that Mithridates. 
ventured now, in dependence upon the additional 
strength that he had gotten by Anlipatcr, to 
march forward to Pelusium; and when they re¬ 
fused him a passage through it, he besieged the 
city: in the attack of which place, Antipater 
principally signalized himself, for he brought 
down that part of the wall n’hich was over against 
him, and leaped fir.-t of all into the city, with the 
men that were ahout him. 

4. Thus was Pelusium taken. But still, as they 
were marching on, those Egyptian Jews that in¬ 
habited the country, called the country of Onias 
stopped them. Then did Antipater not only per¬ 
suade them not to stop them, but to afl'ord provi¬ 
sions for their army: on which account even the 
people about Memphis would not fight against 
them, but of their own accord joined Mithridates. 
Whereupon he went round about Delta, and 
fought the rest of the Egyptians at a place called 
the Jews’ Camp: nay, when he was in danger 
in the battle with all his right wing. Antipater 
wheeled about, and came along the hank of the 
river to him: for he had beaten those that op¬ 
posed him as he led the left wing. After which 
success he fell upon those that pursued Mithri- 

* This citation is now wanting. 
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dates, and slew a great many of them, and pur- 1 
sued the remainder so far that he took their 
camp, while he lost no more than fourscore of his 
own men; as Mithridates lost, during the pursuit 
that was made after him, about eight hundred. 
He was also himself saved unexpectedly, and be¬ 
came an irreproachable witness to Caesar, of the 
great actions of Antipater. 

5. Whereupon Csesar encouraged Antipater to 
undertake otner hazardous enterprises for him, 
and that by giving him great commendations, 
and hopes of reward. In all which enterprises 
he readily exposed himself to many dangers, and 
became a most courageous warrior, and had 
many wounds, almost all over bis body, as de¬ 
monstrations of his valor. And, when Caesar had 
settled the affairs of Egypt, and was returning 
into Syria again, he gave him the privilege of a 
Roman citizen, and freedom from taxes, and ren¬ 
dered him ao object of admiration by the honors 
and marks of friendship he bestowed uppn him. 
On this account it was that he also confirmed 
Hyrcanus in the high priesthood. 

CHAP. X. 

Ccesar makes Antipater Procurator of Judea; as 
does Antipater appoint Phasaelus to be Go¬ 
vernor of Jerusalem , and Herod Governor of 
Galilee; who , in some time , was called to answer 
for himself [before the Sanhedrim ,] where he is 
acquitted. Sextus Cocsar is treacherously kill¬ 
ed by Passus, and is succeeded by Alarcvs. 

§ 1. About this time it was that Antigonus, 
the "son of Aristobulus, came to Caesar, and be¬ 
came, in a surprising manner, the occasion of 
Antipater’s farther advancement; for, whereas 
he ought to have lamented that his father ap- 
pearect to have been poisoned on account of his 
quarrels with Pompey, and to have complained 
of Scipio’s barbarity towards his brother, and not 
to mix any invidious passion when he was suing 
for mercy; besides those things, he came before 
Caesar, and accused Hyrcanus and Antipater, how 
they had driven him aQd his brethren entirely out 
of their native country, and had acted in a great 
many instances unjustly and extravagantly with 
regard to their nation, and that as to liis assist¬ 
ance they had sent him into Egypt, it was not 
done out of good will to him, but out of the fear 
they were in from former quarrels, and in order 
to gain pardon for their friendship to [his enemy] 
Pompey. 

2. Hereupon Antipater threw away his gar¬ 
ments, and showed the multitude of the wounds 
he had, and said, that “ as to his good-will to 
Cffisar, he had no occasion to say a word, be¬ 
cause his body cried aloud, though he said no¬ 
thing himself: that he wondered at Antigonus's 
boldness, while he was himself no other than the 
son of an enemy to the Romans, and of a fugi¬ 
tive, and had inheritance from his father to 4>e 
fond of innovations and seditions, that he should 
undertake to accuse other men before the Roman 
governor, and endeavor to gain some advantage 
to himself, when he ought to be contented that 
he was suffered to live; for that the reason of his 
desire of governing public affairs, was not so 
much because he was in want of it, but because, 
if he could once obtain the same, he might stir 
up a sedition among the Jews, and use what they 
should gain from the Romans, to the disservice 
of those that gave it him.” 

3. When Ciesar heard this, he declared Hyr¬ 
canus to be the most worthy of the high priest¬ 
hood, and gave leave to Autipater to choose w hat 

* What is here noted by Hudson and Spanheim, that 
hi* grant of leave to rebuild the walls of the cities of 
Judea was made by Julius Caisar, not as here to Anti- 
pater, hut to Hyrcanus, A ntiq. b. xiv. rh. viii. sect. 5, 
has hardly an appsarance of a contradiction; Antipa¬ 
ter being now, perhaps, considered only as Hyrcanus’s 
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authority he pleased; but he left the determina¬ 
tion of such dignity to him that bestowed the 
dignity upon him; so he was constituted pro¬ 
curator of all Judea, and obtained leave, more¬ 
over, to rebuild those walls of his country that 
had been thrown down.* These honorary grants 
Caesar sent orders to have engraved in the capitol, 
that they might stand there as indications of his 
ow n justice, and of the virtue of Antipater. 

4. But as soon as Antipater had conducted 
Caesar out of Syria, he returned to Judea, and 
the first thing he did, was to rebuild that wall of 
his own country, [Jerusalem,] which Pompey 
had overthrown, and then to go over the coun¬ 
try, and to quiet the tumults that were therein; 
where he partly threatened, and partly advised 
every one, and told them, that, “ in case they 
would submit to Hyrcanus, they would live hap¬ 
pily and peaceably, and enjoy what they pos¬ 
sessed, and that with universal peace and ’quiet¬ 
ness; but that, in case they hearkened to such 
as had some frigid hopes, by raising new trou¬ 
bles, to get themselves some gain, they should 
then find him to be their lord instead of their 
procurator; and find Hyrcanus to be a tyrant 
instead of a king; and both the Romans ancf Cae¬ 
sar to be their enemies, instead of rulers; for 
that they would not 3uffer him to be removed 
from the government, whom they had made their 
governor.” And, at the same time that he said 
this, he settled the affairs of the country by him¬ 
self, because be saw that Hyrcanus was inactive, 
and not fit to manage the affairs of the kingdom. 
So he constituted his eldest son, Phasaelus, go¬ 
vernor of Jerusalem, and of the parts about it; 
he also sent his next son, Herod, who was very 
young.f with equal authority into Galilee. 

5. Now Herod was an active man, and soon 
found proper materials for his active spirit to 
work upon. As therefore he found that He- 
zekias, the head of the robbers, ran over the 
neighboring parts of Syria with a great band 
of men, he caught him and slew him, and many 
more of the robbers with him; which exploit was 
chiefly grateful to the Syrians, insomuch that 
hymns were sung in Herod's commendation, both 
in the villages and in the cities, as having pro¬ 
cured their quietness, and having preserved what 
they possessed to them; on which occasion he 
became acquainted with Sextus Ciesar, a kins¬ 
man of the great Ciesar, and president of Syria. 
A just emulation of his glorious actions excited 
Phasaelus also to imitate him. Accordingly, he 
procured the good-will of the inhabitants of Je¬ 
rusalem, by his own management of the city af¬ 
fairs, and did not abuse his power in any dis¬ 
agreeable manner; whence it came to pass, that 
the nation paid Antipater the respects that were 
dne only to a king, nnd the honors they all yielded 
him were equal to the honors due to an absolute 
lord; yet did he not abate any part of that good¬ 
will or fidelity which he owed to Hyrcanus. 

6. However, he found it impossible to escape 
envy in such bis prosperity; for the glorv of 
these young men affected even Hyrcanus him¬ 
self already privately, though he said nothing of 
it to any body: but what he principally was 
grieved at, was the great actions of Herod, ami 
that so inauy messengers came one before ano¬ 
ther, and informed him of the great reputation 
he got in nil his undertakings. Inhere were also 
many people in the royal palace itself who infla¬ 
med Ins cuvv at him: those 1 mean, who were ob¬ 
structed in their designs by the prudence either 
of the young men or of Antipater. These uien 
said, thut by committing the public afiairs to the 

deputy and minister; alihongli he afterward made a 
cipher af Hyrranns, and under great decency of beha¬ 
vior lo him took the real r.uihority io himself. 

f Or 25 years of ace. Sec the note on Antiq. b. i.ehap 
.vii.sert. 3, and on b. xiv. chap. ix. sect. 2; nnd Of th« 
War, b. ii. ch. xi. sect. G; and Polyb. b. xvii. p. T25. 
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management of Antipater and liis sons, he sat 
down with nothing bnt the bare name of a king, 
without any of its authority; and they asked him 
hotv long he would so far mistake himself, as to 
breed up kings against his own interest'.* for 
that they did not now conceal their government 
of affairs any longer, but were plainly lords of 
the nation, and had thrust him out of his autho¬ 
rity; that this was the case when Herod slew so 
many men without his giving him any command 
, to do it, either by word of mouth, or by his letter, 
and this in contradiction to the law of the Jews; 
who, therefore, in case he be not a king, but a 
private man, still ought to come to his trial, and 
answer it to him, and to the laws of his country, 
which do not permit any one to be killed, till he 
hath been condemned in judgment. 

7. Now Hyrcanus was by degrees inllamed with 
these discourses, and at length could bear no 
longer, but summoned Herod to take his trial. 
Accordingly, by his father’s advice, and as soon 
as the allairs of Galilee would give him leave, he 
came up [to Jerusalem,] when he had first placed 
garrisons in Galilee; however, he came with a 
sufficient body of soldiers, so many, indeed, that 
he might not appear to have with him an army 
able to overthrow Hyrcanus’s government, nor 
yet so few as to expose him to the insults of those 
that envied him. However, Sextus Caesar was in 
fear for the young man, lest he should be taken 
by his enemies, and brought to punishment; so 
he sent some to denounce expressly to Hyrcanus, 
that he should acquit Herod of the capital char¬ 
ges against him; who acquitted him accordingly, 
as being otherwise inclined also so to do, for he 
loved Herod. 

8. But Herod, supposing that he had escaped 
punishment without the consent of the king, re- 

. tired to Sextus, to Damascus, and got every thing 
ready, in order not to obey him, if he should sum¬ 
mon him again; whereupon those that were evil 
disposed irritated Hyrcanus, and told him, that 
Herod was gone away in anger, and was prepa¬ 
red to make war upon him; and as the king be¬ 
lieved what they said, he knew not what to do, 
since he saw that his antagonist was stronger 
than he was himself. And now,.since Herod was 
made general of Coelosyria and Samaria by Sex¬ 
tus Cmsar, he was formidable, not only from the 
good-will which the nation bore him, but by the 
power he himself had; insomuch, that Hyrcanus 
fell into the utmost degree of terror, and expect¬ 
ed he would presently march against him with 
his army. 

9. Nor was he mistaken in the conjecture he 
made, for Herod got his army together, out of 
the anger he bore him for his threatening him 
with the accusation in a public court, and led it to 
Jerusalem, in order to throw Hyrcanus down from 
his kingdom: and this lie had soon done, unless 
his father and brother had gone out together, 
and broke the force of his fury, and this by 
exhorting him to carry his revenge no farther 
than to threatening and affrighting, but to spare 
the king, under whom he had been advanced 
to such a degree of power; ami that he ought 
wot to be so much provoked at his being tried, 
as to forget to be thankful that he was acquit¬ 
ted; nor so long to think upon what was of a me¬ 
lancholy nature, as to be ungrateful for his de¬ 
liverance; and if we ought to reckon that God 
is the arbitrator of success in war, an unjust 
cause is of more disadvantage than an army 
can be of advantage; and that therefore he ought 

* Many writers of the Roman history give an account 
of this murder ofSextus Cirear,aml of the war at Apa¬ 
rina upor. that occasion. They arc cited in Dean Ald¬ 
rich's note. 

fin the Antiquities, h. xlv.ch. xi.scct. 1, the duration 
of the reign of Julius Cirsar is 3 years 0 months, but here 
3 years 7 months, beginning rightly, says Dean Aldrich, 
from his second dictatorship. It is probable the real 
dnrntioK might be 3 years and hetweeu 6 and 7 months. 

| It appears evidently by Josephus’s accounts, both 


not to be entirely confident of success in a case 
where he is to fight against his king, his sup¬ 
porter, and one that had often been his bene¬ 
factor, and that had never been severe to him, 
any otherwise than as he had hearkened to evil 
counsellors, and this no farther than by bringing 
a shadow of injustice upon him. So Herod wa9 
prevailed upon by these arguments, and suppo¬ 
sed that what he had already done w as sufficient 
for his future hopes, and that he had enough 
shown his power to the nation. 

10. In the mean time, there was a disturbance 
among the Romans about Apamia, and a civil 
war occasioned by the treacherous slaughter of 
Sextus Ctesar,* by Cicilius Bassus, w hich he per¬ 
petrated out of his good-will to Pompey; he also 
took the authority over his forces: but as the 
rest of Caesar’s commanders attacked Bassus 
with their whole army, in order to punish him for 
the murder of Caesar; Antipater also sent them 
assistant by his sons, both on account of him 
that was^murdered, and on account of that Cae¬ 
sar who w r as still alive, both of w r hom were their 
friends; and as this war grew to be of a consider¬ 
able length, Marcus came from Italy as successor 
to Sextus. 

CHAP. XI. 

Herod is made Procurator of all Syria; J)Iali- 

chus is afraid of him , and takes Antipater off 

by Poison; whereupon the Tribunes of the 

Soldiers are prevailed with to kill him. 

^ 1. There was at this time a mighty war 
raised among the Romans, upon the sudden^and 
treacherous slaughter of Crnsar by Cassius and 
Brutus, after he had held the government for three 
years and seven months.f Upon this murder 
there were very great agitations, and the great 
men were mightily at difference one with ano¬ 
ther, and every one betook himself to that party 
where they had the greatest hopes of advancing 
themselves. Accordingly, Cassius came intoSyria, 
in order to receive the forces that were at Apamia, 
where he procured a reconciliation betw een Bas¬ 
sus and Marcus, and the legions which were at 
difference with him; so hr raised the siege of 
Apamia, and took upon him the command of 
the army, and went about exacting tribute of the 
cities, and demanding their money to such a de¬ 
gree as they were not able to bear. 

2. So he gave command that the Jews should 
bring in seven hundred talents: w’hereupon An¬ 
tipater, out of his dread of Cassius’s threats, 
parted the raising of this sum among his sons, 
and among others of his acquaintance, and to be 
done immediately, and among them he required 
one Malichus, who was at enmity with him, to do 
his part also, which necessity forced him to do. 
Now Herod, in the first place, mitigated the pas¬ 
sion of Cassius, by bringing his share out of Gali¬ 
lee, which was a hundred talents, on which ac¬ 
count he was in the highest favor with him, 
and when he reproached the rest for being tardy, 
he was angry at the cities themselves; so he 
made slaves of Gophna and Emmaus, and two 
others of less note; nay, he proceeded as if he 
would kill Malichu9, because he had not made 
greater haste in exacting his tribute; but Antipa¬ 
ter prevented the ruin of this man, and of the 
other cities, and got into Cassius’.®} favor, by 
bringing in a hundred talents immediatelv. 

3. However, when Cassius was gone, Malichus 
forgot the kindness that Antipater had done him, 
and laid frequent plots against him that bad 

here and in his Antiquities, h. xiv. ch. xi. sect. 2, that 
this Cassius, one of Cicsar’9 innrderers, was a bitter op¬ 
pressor and exarter of tribute in Judea. These 700fal- 
ents amount to about £31)0.000 sterling, and are about 
half the yearly revenues of King Herod afterward. See 
the note on Antiq. b. xvii. ch. xi. sect. 4. It also ap¬ 
pears, that Galilee then paid no more than 100talents,or 
the 7ih part of the entire sum to be levied in all the 
country 
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taved lira, as making haste to get him out of 
the way, who was an obstacle to his wicked 
practices; but Antipater was so much afraid of 
the power and cunning of the man, that he went 
beyond Jordan, in order to get an army to guard 
himself against his treacherous designs; but 
when Majichus was caught in his plot, he put 
upon Antipater’s sons by his impudence; for he 
thoroughly deluded Phasaelus, who was the guar¬ 
dian oi Jerusalem, and Herod, who was intrusted 
with the weapons of war, and this by a great 
many excuses and oaths, and persuaded them to 
procure his reconciliation to their father. Thus 
was he preserved again by Antipater, who dis¬ 
suaded Marcus, the then president of Syria, from 
his resolution of killing Malichus on account of 
his attempts for innovation. 

4. Upon the war between Cassius and Brutus, 
on one side, against the younger Caesar [Augus¬ 
tus] and Antony, on the other, Cassius and Mar¬ 
cus got together an army out of Syria; and be¬ 
cause llerod was likely to have a great share in 
providing necessaries, they then made him a pro¬ 
curator of all Syria, and gave him an army of 
foot and horse. Cassius promised him also, that 
after the war was over, he would make him king 
of Judea: but it so happened, that the power 
and hopes of his son became the cause of his 
perdition; for as Malichus was afraid of this, he 
corrupted one of the king’s cupbearers with 
money to give a poisoned potion to Antipater; 
bo he became a sacrifice to Malichus’s wicked¬ 
ness, and died at a feast. He was a man in other 
respects active in the management of affairs, and 
one that recovered the government to liyrcanus, 
and preserved it in his hands. 

5. However, Malichus, when he was suspected 
of poisoning Antipater, and when the multitude 
was angry with him for it, denied it, and made 
the people believe he was not guilty. He also 
prepared to make a great figure, and raised sol¬ 
diers; for he did not suppose that Herod would 
be quiet, who indeed came upon him with an 
army presently, in order to revenge his father’s 
death; but upon hearing the advice of his brother, 
Phasaelus, not to punish him in an open manner, 
lest the multitude should fall into a sedition, he 
admitted of Malichus’s apology, and professed 
that he cleared him of the suspicion; he also 
made a pompous funeral for his father. 

6. So Herod went to Samaria, which was then 
in a tumult, and settled the city in peace; after 
which, at the [Pentecost] festival, ne returned 
to Jerusalem, having his armed men with him; 
hereupon Hyrcanus, at the request of Malichus, 
who feared his approach, forbade them to intro¬ 
duce foreigners to mix themselves with the peo¬ 
ple of the country, while they were purifying 
themselves; but Herod despised the pretence, 
and him that gave that command, and came i:i by 
night. Upon which Malichus came to him, and 
bewailed Antipater; Herod also made him be¬ 
lieve [he admitted of his lamentations as real,] 
although he had much ado to restrain his passion 
at him; however, he did himself bewail the mur¬ 
der of his father, in his letters to Cassius, who, 
on other accounts, also hated Malichus; Cassius 
sent h'iu word back that he should avenge his 
father’s death upon him, and privately gave 
order to the tribunes that were under him, that 
they should assist Herod in a righteous action he 
was about. 

7. And because, upon the taking of Laodicea 
by Cassius, the men of power were gotten toge¬ 
ther from all quarters, with presents and crowns 
in their hands, Herod allotted this time for the 
punishment of Malichus. When Malichus sus¬ 
pected that, and was at Tyre, he resolved to 
withdraw his son privately from among the Ty¬ 
rians, who was a hostage there, while he got 

♦Here we see that Cassius set tyrants over all Syria; 
ao that big assisting to destroy Cxsar docs not seem to 
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ready to fly away into Judea; the despair he 
was in of escaping excited him to think of great¬ 
er things; for he hoped that he should raise the 
nation to a revolt from the Romans, w hile Cas¬ 
sius was busy about the war against Antony, and 
that he should easily depose Hyrcanus, and get 
the crown for himself. 

8. But fate laughed at tile hopes he had; for 
Herod foresaw what he was so zealous about, and 
invited both Hyrcanus and him to supper; but 
calling one of the principal servants that stood 
by him, to him, he sent him out, as though it 
w r ere to get things ready for supper, but in reality 
to give notice beforehand, about the plot that was 
laid against him; accordingly they called to 
mind what orders Cassius had given them and 
went out of the city with their swords in their 
hands upon the sea shore, where they encom¬ 
passed Malichus round about, and killed him with 
many wounds. Upon which Hyrcanus was im¬ 
mediately affrighted, till he swooned aw r ay, and 
fell down at the surprise he was in; and it was 
with difficulty that ne was recovered, when he 
asked wiio it ivas that had killed Malichus? and 
when one of the tribunes replied that it was 
done by the command of Cassius, “Then, (said 
he,) Cassius hath saved both me and my country, 
by cutting off one that was laying plots against 
them both.” Whether he spoke according to his 
own sentiments, or whether his fear was such, 
that he was obliged to commend the action by 
saying so, is uncertain; however, by this method 
Herod inflicted punishment upon Malichus. 

CHAP. XII. 

Phasaelus is too hard for Felix; Herod also over¬ 
comes Jlniigonus in Battle; and the Jews accuse 

both Herod and Phasaelus , but Antonius acquits 

them , and makes them Tetrarchs. 

$ 1. When Cassius was gone out of Syria, 
another sedition arose at Jerusalem, wherein 
Felix assaulted Phasaelus with an army, that he 
might avenge the death of Malichus upon Herod, 
by falling upon his brother. Now Herod hap¬ 
pened then to be with Fabius, the governor of 
Damascus, and as he was going to his brother’s 
assistance, he was detained by sickness; in the 
mean time, Phasaelus was by himself too hard 
for Felix, and reproached Hyrcanus on account 
of his ingratitude, both for what assistance he 
had afforded Malichus, and for overlooking Mali¬ 
chus’s brother, when he possessed himself of the 
fortresses; for he had gotten a great many of 
them already, and among them the strongest of 
them all, Masada. 

2. However, nothing could be sufficient for him 
against the force of Herod, who, as soon as he 
was recovered, took the other fortresses again, 
and drove him out of Masada in the posture of a 
supplicant; he also drove away .Marion, the ty¬ 
rant of the Tyrians, out of Galilee, when he had 
already possessed himself of three fortified 
places; but as to those Tyrians whom he had 
caught, lie preserved them all nlive; nay, some 
of them he gave presents to, and so sent them 
away, and thereby procured good-will to himself 
from the city, and hatred to the tyrant. Marion 
had indeed obtained that tyrannical power of 
Cassius, who set tyrants over all Svria;* and 
out of hatred to Herod it was that he assisted 
Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, and princi¬ 
pally on Fabius’s account, whom Antigonus had 
made his assi>tant by money, and had him ac. 
cordingly on his side when He inside his descent,* 
but it was Ptolemy, the kinsman of Antigonus 
that supplied all that he wanted. 

3. When Herod had fought against these ip 
the avenues of Judea, lie was conqueror in the 
battle, drove away Antigonus, and returned to 
have proceeded from his true zeal for public liberty, bui 
from a de^rcto be a tyrant himself. 
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Jerusalem beloved by every body, for the glori¬ 
ous action he had done; for, those who did not 
before favor him, did join themselves to him 
now, because of his marriage into the family of 
Hyrcanus; for as he had formerly married a wife 
out of his own country of no ignoble blood, who 
was called Doris, of whom he begot Antipater; 
so did he marry Mariamne, the daughter of Alex¬ 
ander, the sou of Aristobulus, and the grand¬ 
daughter of Hyrcanus, and was become thereby 
a relation of the king. 

4. But when Caesar and Antony had slain Cas¬ 
sius near Philippi, and Caesar was gone to Italy, 
and Antony to Asia, amongst the rest of the cities 
which sent ambassadors to Antony, into Bithynia, 
the great men of the Jew's came also, and accused 
Phasaelus and Herod, that they kept the govern¬ 
ment by force, and that Hyrcanus had no more 
than an honorable name. Herod appeared ready 
to answer this accusation, and, having made An¬ 
tony his friend by the large sums of money which 
he gave him, he brought him to such a temper as 
not to hear the others speak against him, and 
thus did they part at this time. 

5. However, after this there came a hundred 
of the principal men among the Jews to Daphne 
by Antioch to Antony, who was already in love 
with Cleopatra to the degree of slavery; these 
Jews put those men that were the most potent, 
both in dignity and eloquence, foremost, and ac¬ 
cused the brethren.* But Messala opposed them, 
and defended the brethren, and that while Hyr¬ 
canus stood by him, on account of his relation to 
them. When Antony had heard both sides, he 
asked Hyrcanus which party was the fittest to 
govern? who replied, that Herod and his party 
were the fittest. Antony was glad of that answer, 
for he had been formerly treated in a hospitable 
and obliging manner by his father Antipater, 
wheu he marched into Judea with Gabinius; so 
he constituted the brethren tetrarchs, and commit¬ 
ted to them the government of Judea. 

6. But when tne ambassadors had indignation 
at this procedure, Antony took fifteen of them, 
and put them into custody, whom he wa3 also 
going to kill presently, and the rest he drove away 
with disgrace, on which occasion a still greater 
tumult arose at Jerusalem: so they sent again a 
thousand ambassadors to Tyre, where Antony 
now abode, as he was marching to Jerusalem; 
upon these men, who made a clamor, he 9ent 
out the governor of Tyre, and ordered him to 
punish all that he could catch of them, and to 
settle those in the administration whom he had 
made tetrarchs. 

7. But before this, Herod and Hyrcanus went 
out upon the seashore, and earnestly desired of 
those ambassadors that they would neither bring 
ruin upon themselves, nor war upon their native 
country, by their rash contentions; and when 
they grew still more outrageous, Antony sent 
out armed men, and slew a great many, and 
wounded more of them; of whom those that 
were slain were buried by Hyrcanus, as were the 
wounded put under the care of physicians by him; 
yet would not those that had escaped be quiet 
still, but pul the affairs of the cily into such dis¬ 
order, and so provoked Antony, that he slew 
those whom he had in bonds also. 

CHAP. XIII. 

The Parlhians bring Antigonus back into Judea , 

and cast Jlyrcajxus and Phasaelus into Prisoiu 

The Jlight of Herod, and the taking of Jerusa¬ 
lem, ana what Hyrcanus and Phasaelus sujjered. 

$ 1. Now two years afterwards, when Barza- 
pharnes, a governor among the Parthians, and 

* Phasaelus and Herod. 

t This large and noted wood or woodland belonging lo 
Carmel, called by the Pcpuiagint, is mentioned 

in the Old Testament, 2 Kings xix.23, and J§niah x. 18, 
and by 8tral>o, b. xvi. p. 758, as both Aldrich and Span- 
heim here remark very pertinently. 


Pacorus, the king’s son, had possessed them 
selves of Syria, and when Lysanias had already 
succeeded, upon his father Ptolemy the son of 
Menneus’s death, in the government [of Chalcis,] 
he prevailed with the governor, by promise of 
a thousand talents, and five hundred women, to 
bring back Antigonus to his kingdom, and to 
turn Uyrcauus out of it. Pacorus was by these 
means induced so to do, and marched along the 
seacoast, while he ordered Barzapharnes to fall 
upon the Jews as he went along the Mediterra¬ 
nean part of the country; but of the maritime 
people, the Tyrians would not receive Pacoru9, 
although those of Ptolemais and Sidon had re¬ 
ceived him: so he committed a troop of his 
horse to a certain cupbearer belonging to the 
royal family, of his own name [Pacorus,] and 

f 'ave him orders to march into Judea, in order to 
earn the state of affairs among their enemies, 
and to help Antigonus when he should want his 
assistance. 

2. .Now, as these men were ravaging Carmel, 
many of the Jews ran together to Antigonus, 
and showed themselves ready to make an incur¬ 
sion into the country; so he sent them before 
into that place called Drymus,f [the wood-land,] 
to seize upon the place; whereupon a battle was 
fought between them, and they arove the enemy 
away, and pursued them, and ran after them as 
far as Jerusalem, and as their numbers increased, 
they proceeded as far as the king’s palace; but 
as Hyrcanus and Phasaelus received them with 
a strong body of men, there happened a battle 
in the market-place, in which Herod’s party beat 
the enemy, and shut them up in the temple, and 
set sixty men in the houses adjoining as a guard 
on them. But the people that were tumultuous 
against the brethren came in, and burnt those 
men; while Herod, in his rage for killing them, 
attacked and slew many of the people, till one 
party made incursions on the other by turns, day 
by day, in the way of ambushes, and slaughters 
were made continually among them. 

3. Now, when that festival which we call Pen¬ 
tecost was at hand, all the places about the tem¬ 
ple, and the whole city, were full of a multitude 
of people that were come out of the country, 
and which were the greatest part of them armed 
also, at which time Phasaelus guarded the wall, 
and Herod, with a few, guarded the royal palace; 
and when he made an assault upon his enemies, 
as they were out of their ranks, on the north 
quarter of the city, he slew a very great number 
of them, and put them all to flight, and some of 
them he shut up within the city, and others with¬ 
in the outward rampart. In the mean time, An¬ 
tigonus desired that Pacorus might be admitted 
to be a reconciler between them; and Phasaelus 
was prevailed upon to admit the Parthian into 
the city with five hundred horse, and to treat him 
in a hospitable manner, who pretended that he 
came Jo quell the tumult, but in reality he came 
to assist Antigonus; however, he laid a plot for 
Phasaelus, and persuaded him to go as an am¬ 
bassador to Barzapharnes, in order to put an 
end to the war, although Herod was very earnest 
with him to the contrary, and exhorted him to 
kill the plotter, but not expose himself to the 
snares he had laid for him, because the barbarians 
arc naturally perfidious. However, Pacorus went 
out and took Hyrcanus with him, that he might 
be the less suspected; he also left some of the 
horsemen, called the Frecmen4 with Herod, and 
conducted Phasaelus with the rest. 

4. But now, when they were come to Galilee, 
they found that the people of that country had 
revolted, and were in arms, who came very cun- 

t These accounts, both here and Antiq. b. xiv. ch, 
xiii. sect. 5, that the l’arthians fought chiefly on horse¬ 
back, and that only some few of their soldiers were free¬ 
men, perfectly agree withTrogus Pompeius, in Justin, 
b. xli. 2, 3, as Dean Aldrich well observes on this place. 
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umgly to their leader, and besought him to con¬ 
ceal nis treacherous intentions by an obliging be¬ 
havior to them; accordingly, he at first made 
them presents; and afterward, as they went 
away, laid ambushes for them; and, when they 
were come to one of the maritime cities called 
Ecdippon, they perceived that a plot was laid 
for them; for they were there informed of the 
promise of a thousand talents, and how Anti- 
gonus had devoted the greatest number of the 
women that were there with them, among the 
five hundred, to the Parthians; they also per¬ 
ceived that an ambush was always laid for them 
by the barbarians in the night-time; they had 
also been seized on before this, unless they had 
waited for the seizure of Herod first at Jeru¬ 
salem, because if he were once informed of this 
treachery of theirs, he would take care of him¬ 
self; nor was this a mere report, but they saw 
the guards already not far oft them. 

5. Nor would Phasaelus think of forsaking 
Hyrcanus and flying away, although Ophellius 
earnestly persuaded him to it: for this man had 
learned the whole scheme of the plot from Sara- 
malla, the richest of all the Syrians. But Pha¬ 
saelus went up to the Parthian governor, and re¬ 
proached him to his face for laying this trea¬ 
cherous plot against them, and chiefly because 
he had done it for money; and he promised him, 
that he would give him more money for their 
preservation than Antigonus had promised to 

ive for the kingdom. But the sly Parthian en- 

eavored to remove all this suspicion bv apo¬ 
logies and by oaths, and then went to the pother] 
Pacorus; immediately after which those Par¬ 
thians who were left, and had it in charge, 
seized upon Phasaelus and Hyrcanus, who could 
do no more than curse their perfidiousuess and 
their perjury. 

6. In the meantime the cupbearer was sent 
[back,] and laid a plot how to seize upon Herod, 
oy deluding him, and getting him out of the city, 
as he was commanded to do. But Herod sus- 

ected the barbarians from the beginning, and 

aving then received intelligence that a mes¬ 
senger, who was to bring him the letters that in¬ 
formed him of the treachery intended, had fallen 
among the enemy, he would not go out of the 
city; though Pacorus said very positively', that 
he ought to go out, and meet the messengers 
that brought the letters, for that the enemy had 
not taken them, and that the contents of them 
were not accounts of any plots upon them, but 
of what Phasaelus had done; yet had he heard 
from others that his brother was seized; and 
Alexandra,* the shrewdest woman in the world, 
Hyrcanus’s daughter, begged of him that he 
would not go out, nor trust himself to those bar¬ 
barians who were now come to make an attempt 
upon him openly. 

7. Now as Pacorus and his friends were con¬ 
sidering how they might bring their plot to bear 
privately, because it was not possible to cir¬ 
cumvent a man of so great prudence, by openly 
attacking him, Herod prevented them, and went 
ofi’ with the persons that were the most nearly 
related to him by night, and this without their 
enemies being apprized of it. But, as soon ns 
the Parthiaus perceived it, they pursued after 
them, and, as he gave orders for liis mother, and 
sister, and the young woman who was betrothed 
to him, with her mother, and his youngest bro¬ 
ther, to make the best of their wav, he himself, 
with his servants, took all the care they could to 
keep off the barbarians; and when, at every as¬ 
sault, he had slain a great many of them, he 
came to the strong hold of Masada. 

8. Nay, he found by experience that the Jews 
fell more heavily upon him than did the Parthi¬ 
ans, and created him troubles perpetually, and 
this ever since he was gotten sixty furlongs from 

* Jdariajnne here, in the copies. 
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the city; these sometin.es hrought it to a sort of 
regular battle. Now, ii the place where Herod 
beat them, and killed a great number of them, 
there he afterward built a citadel, in memory of 
the great actions he did there, and adorned it with 
the most costly palaces, and erected very strong 
fortifications, and called it from his own name He- 
rodium. Now, as they were in their flight, many 
joined themselves to him every day; and at a 
place called Thressa of Idumea, his brother Jo¬ 
seph met him, and advised him to ease himself 
of a great number of his followers; because 
Masada would not contain so great a multitude, 
which were above nine thousand. Herod com¬ 
plied with this advice, and sent away the most 
cumbersome part of bis retinue, that they might 
go into Idumea, and gave them provisions for 
their journey; but he got safe to the fortress 
with His nearest relations, and retained with him 
only the stoutest of his followers; and there it 
was that he left eight hundred of his men as a 
guard for the women, and provisions sufficient 
for a siege, but he made haste himself to Petra 
of Arabia. 

9. As for the Parthians in Jerusalem, they be¬ 
took themselves to plundering, and fell upon the 
houses of those that were fled, and upon the 
king’s palace; and spared nothing but I ly rcanus's 
money, which was not above three hundred ta¬ 
lents. They lighted on other men’s monev also, 
but not so much as they hoped for; for Herod, 
having a long while had a suspicion of the per¬ 
fidiousness of the barbarians, had taken care to 
have what was most splendid among his treasures 
conveyed into Idumea, as every one belonging to 
him had in like manner done also. But the Par¬ 
thians proceeded to that degree of injustice, as 
to fill all the country with war without denoun¬ 
cing it, and to demolish the city Marissa, and not 
only to set up Antigonus for king, but to deliver 
Phasaelus and Hyrcanus bound into his hands, in 
order to their being tormented by him. Antigo¬ 
nus himself also bit off Hyrcanus’s ears with his 
own teeth, as he fell down upon his knees to him, 
that so he might never be able, upon any muta¬ 
tion of affairs, to take the high priesthood again, 
for the high priests that officiated were to be 
complete and without blemish. 

10. However, he failed in his purpose of abusing 
Phasaelus by reason of his courage, for though 
he neither had the command of his sword, nor of 
his hands, he prevented all abuses by dashing his 
head against a stone; so he demonstrated him¬ 
self to be Herod’s own brother, and Hyrcanus a 
most degenerate relation, and died with great 
bravery, and made the end of his life agreeable 
to the actions of it. There is also another report 
about his end, viz. that he recovered of that 
stroke, and that a surgeon, who was sent by An¬ 
tigonus to heal him, filled the wound with poison¬ 
ous ingredients, and so killed him; whichsoever 
of these deaths he came to, the beginning of it 
was glorious, it is also reported, that before he 
expired he was informed by a certain poor wo¬ 
man how Herod had escaped out of their hands, 
and that he said thereupon, “ I now die with com¬ 
fort, since I leave behind me one alive, that will 
avenge me of mine enemies.” 

11. This was the death of Phasaelus; but the 
Parthians, although they had failed of the wo¬ 
men they chietlv desired, yet did they put the 
government of Jerusalem into the hands of An¬ 
tigonus, and took away Hyrcanus, and bound 
him, and carried him to Part hi a. 

CHAP. XIY r . 

'IV'hen Herod is rejected in A rabia, he makes hast« 

to Rome , where Antony and Casar join theit' 

Interest to make him king af the Jews. 

\ 1. Now Herod did the more zealously pursue 
his journey into Arabia, as making haste to get 
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money of tile king, while his brother was yet 
alive, by which money nlone it was that he hoped 
to prevail upon the covetous temper of the bar¬ 
barians to spare Phasaelus; for he reasoned thus 
with himself, that if the Arabian king was too 
forgetful of his father’s friendship with him, and 
was too covetous to make him a free gift, he 
would however borrow of him as much as might 
redeem his brother, and put into his bauds, as a 
pledge, the son of him that was to be redeemed; 
accordingly he led his brother’s son along with 
him, who was of the age of seven years. Now he 
was ready to give three hundred talents for his 
brother, and mtended to desire the intercession 
of the Tyrians to get them accepted; however, 
fate had been too quick for his diligence; and 
since Phasaelus was dead, Herod’s brotherly 
love was now in vain. Moreover, he was not 
able to find any lasting friendship among the 
Aiabians; for their king, Malichus, sent to 
him immediately, and commanded him to return 
back out of his country, and used the name of 
the Parthians as a pretence for so doing, as though 
these had denounced to him by their ambassadors 
to cast Herod out of Arabia; while in reality 
they had a mind to keep back what they owed 
to Aniipatcr, and not be obliged to make re¬ 
quitals to his sons for the free gifts the father 
had made them. He also took the imprudent 
advice of those who, equally with himself, were 
willing to deprive Herod of what Antipater had 
deposited among them; and these men were the 
most potent of all whom he had in his kingdom. 

2. So when Herod had found that the Arabians 
were his enemies, and this for those very reasons 
whence he hoped they would have been the 
most friendly, and had given them such an an¬ 
swer as his passion suggested, he returned back 
and went tor Egypt. Now he lodged the first 
evening at one of the temples of that country, in 
onder to meet with those whom he left behind; 
but on the next day word wa 3 brought him as he 
was going to Rhinocurura, that his brother w'as 
dead, ana how he came by his death; and when 
he had lamented him as much as his present cir¬ 
cumstances could bear, he soon laid aside such 
cares, and proceeded on his journey. But now, 
after some time, the king of Arabia repented of 
what he had done, and sent presently away mes¬ 
sengers to call him back: Herod had prevented 
them, and was come to Pelusium, where he 
could not obtain a passage from those that lay 
with the fleet, so he besought their captains to 
let him go by them; accordingly, out of the re¬ 
verence they bore to the fame and dignity of the 
man, they conducted him to Alexandria; and 
when he came into the city he was received by 
Cleopatra with great splendour, who hoped he 
might be persuaded to be commander of her 
lorces in tne expedition she was now about; but 
he rejected the queen’s solicitations, and being 
neither affrighted at the height of that storm 
which then happened, nor at the tumults that 
were now in Italy, he sailed for Rome. 

3. But as he was in peril about Paniphylia, and 
obliged to cast out the greatest part of the ship’s 
lading, he, with difficulty,. got safe to Rhodes, a 
place which had been grievously harassed in the 
war with Cassius. He was there received by 
his friends, Ptolemy and Sappinius; and, al¬ 
though he was then m want of money, he fitted 
up a thrce-decked ship of very great magnitude, 
wherein he and his friends sailed to Brundu- 
sium,* and went thence to Rome with all speed; 
where he first of all went to Antony, on account 
of the friendship his father had with him, and 
laid before him the calamities of himself and his 
family, and that he had left his nearest relations 
besieged in a fortress, and had sailed to him 

* This Brenieaium, or Brundumum, has coins stilt pre¬ 
served, on which is written BPENAHEIHN, as Span- 
ieim here informs us. 


through a storm, to make supplication to him for 
his assistance. 

4. Hereupon Antony was moved to compas¬ 
sion at the change that had been made in Herod’s 
aflairs, and this both upon his calling to mind 
how hospitably he had been treated by Antipa¬ 
ter, but more especially on account of Herod’s 
own virtue; so he then resolved to get him made 
king 1 of the Jew’s, whom he had himself formerly 
made tetrarch. The contest also that he had 
with Antigonus was another inducement, and 
that of no less weight than the great regard he 
had for Herod; for he looked upon Antigonus as 
a seditious person, and an enemy of the Romans; 
and as for Caesar, Herod found him better prepa 
red than Antony, as remembering very fresh the 
wars he had gone through together with his fa¬ 
ther, the hospitable treatment he had met W’ith 
from him, and the entire good will he had shown 
him; besides the activity W’hich he saw in Herod 
himself. So he called the senate together, where¬ 
in Messales. and after him Atratinus, produced 
Herod before them, and gave a full account of 
the merits of his father, and his own good-will to 
the Romans. At this same time they demonstra¬ 
ted that Antigonus ’was their enemy, not only 
because he soon quarrelled with them, but be¬ 
cause he now overlooked the Romans, and took 
the government by the means of the Parthians. 
These reasons greatly moved the senate; at 
which juncture Antony came in, and told them, 
that it was for their advantage in the Parthian 
war that Herod should be king; so they all gave 
their votes for it. And when the senate was se¬ 
parated, Antony and Caesar went out, with He¬ 
rod between them; while the consul and the rest 
of the magistrates w'ent before them in order to 
ofl'er sacrifices, and to lay the decree in the Ca¬ 
pitol: Antony also made a feast for Herod on the 
first day of Ins reign. 

CHAP. XV. 

Antigonus besieges those that were in Masada , 

whom Herod frees from Confinement , when he 

comes back from Homeland presently marches to 

Jerusalem, where he finds Silo corrupted by 

Bribes. 

} 1. Now during this time Antigonus besieged 
those that were in Masada, who had all other 
necessaries in sufficient quantity, but were in 
want of water; on which account Joseph, He¬ 
rod’s brother, was disposed to run away to the 
Arabians, with two hundred of his own ’friends, 
because he had heard that Malichus repented of 
his ofiences, with regard to Herod; and he had 
been so quick as to have been gone out of the 
fortress already, unless on that very night when 
he was going away, there had fallen a great deal 
of rain, insomuch that his reservoirs were full of 
water, and so he was under no necessity of run¬ 
ning away. After which, therefore, they made 
an irruption upon Amigonus’s party, and slew a 
great many ol them, some in open battles, and 
some in private ambush; nor had they always suc¬ 
cess in tneir attempts, for sometimes they were 
beaten and ran away 

2. In the nienn tune Ventidius, the Roman ge¬ 
neral, was sent out of Syria, to restrain the in¬ 
cursions of the Parthians, and after he had done 
that, he came into Judea, in pretence indeed to 
assist Joseph and his party, but in reality to get 
money of Antigonus: and when he had pitched 
his camp very near to Jerusalem, as socn as he 
hnd got money enough, he went away with the 
greatest part of his forces; yet still did he leave 
Silo with some part of them, lest if he had taken 
them all away, his taking of bribes might have 
been too openly discovered. Now Antigonus 
hoped that the Parthians would come again to 
his assistance, and therefore cultivated a gooa 
understanding with Silo in the mean time, lest 
any interruption should be given to his hopes. 
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3. Now by this time Herod had sailed out of : 
Italy, and was come to Ptoleniais; and as soon 
as he had gotten together no small army of fo¬ 
reigners, and of his own countrymen, he march¬ 
ed through Galilee against Antigonus, wherein 
he was assisted by Ventidius and Silo, both whom 
Dellius,* a persou sent by Antony, persuaded to 
bring Herod £into his kingdom.] Now Ventidius 
was at this time among the cities, and composing 
the disturbances which had happened by means 
of the Parthians, as was Silo in Judea corrupted 
by the bribes that Antigonus had given him; yet 
was not Herod himself destitute of power, but 
the number of his forces increased every day a3 
he went along, and all Galilee, with few excep¬ 
tions, joined themselves to him. So he proposed 
to himself to set about his most necessary enter- 

rise, and that was Masada, in order to deliver 
is relations from the siege they endured. But 
still Joppa stood in his way, and hindered his 
going thither; for it was necessary to take that 
city first, which was in the enemies’ hands, that 
when he should go to Jerusalem, no fortress 
might be left in the enemies’ power behind him. 
Silo also willingly joined him, as having now a 
plausible occasion of drawing off his forces Tfrom 
Jerusalem;] and when the Jews pursueef him 
and pressed upon him [in his retreat,] Herod 
made an excursion upon them with a small body 
of his men, and soon put them to flight, and sa¬ 
ved Silo when he was in distress. 

4. After this Herod took Joppa, and then made 
haste to Masada, to free his relations. Now as he 
was marching, many came in to him; some induced 
by their friendship to his father, some by the re¬ 
putation he had already gained himself, and some 
m order to repay the benefits they had received 
from them both ; but still what engaged the great¬ 
est number on his side, was the hopes from him, 
when he should be established in nis kingdom; 
so that he had gotten together already an army 
hard to be conquered. But Antigonus laid an 
ambush for him as he marched out, in which he 
did little or no harm to his enemies. However, 
he easily recovered his relations again that were 
in Masada, as well as the fortress Ressa, and then 
marched to Jerusalem, where the soldiers that 
were with Silo joined themselves to his own, as 
did many out of the city, from a dread of his 
power. 

5. Now when he had pitched his camp on the 
west side of the city, the guards that were there 
shot their arrows, and threw their darts at them, 
while others ran out in companies, and attacked 
those in the forefront; but Herod commanded 
proclamation to be made at the wall, that “he 
was come for the good of the people and the pre¬ 
servation of the city, without any design to he 
revenged on his open enemies, but to grant ob¬ 
livion to them, though they had been the most 
obstinate against him.” Now the soldiers that 
were for Antigonus made a contrary clamor, 
and did neither permit any body to hear that 
proclamation, nor to change their party; so An¬ 
tigonus gave order to his forces to beat the ene¬ 
my from the walls; accordingly, they soon threw 
their darts at them from the towers, and put 
them to flight. 

6. And here it was that Silo discovered he had 
taken bribes; for he set many of the soldiers to 
clamor about their want of necessaries, and to 
require their pay, in order to buy themselves 
food, and to demand that he would lend them into 
places convenient for their winter quarters; be¬ 
cause all the parts about the city were laid waste 
by the means of Antigonus’s army, which had 

♦ThisDellius is famous, or rather infamous, in the 
history of Mark Antony, as Spanheim and Aldrich here 
note, from the coins of Plutarch and Dio. 

t This Sepphoris, the metropolis of Galilee, so often 
mentioned by Josephus, has coins still remaining, 
£E1I4>£1 PHNiiN, as Spanheiiu here informs us. 


taken all things away. By this he moved the 
army, and attempted to get them off the siege; 
but Herod went to the captains that were under 
Silo, and to a great many of the soldiers, and 
begged of them not to leave him who was sent 
hither by Caesar, and Autony, and the senate, 
for that he would take care to have their want* 
supplied that very day. . After the making of 
which entreaty, he went hastily into the country, 
and brought thither so great an abundance of ne¬ 
cessaries, that he cut off all Silo’s pretences; 
and in order to provide that for the following 
days they should not want supplies, he sent to 
the people that were about Samaria, (which city 
had joined itself to him,) to bring corn, and wine, 
and oil, and cattle to Jericho. When Antigonus 
heard of this, he sent some of his party with 
orders to hinder, and lay ambushes for these col¬ 
lectors of corn. This command was obeyed, and 
a great multitude of armed men were gathered 
together about Jericho, and lay upon the moun¬ 
tains to watch those that brought the provisions. 
Yet was Herod not idle, but took with him ten 
cohorts, five of them were Romans, and five 
Jewish cohorts, together with some mercenary 
troops intermixed among them, and besides those 
a few horsemen, and came to Jericho; and when 
he came he found the city deserted, but that 
there were five hundred men, with their wives 
and children, who had taken possession of the 
tops of the mountains; these he took and dis¬ 
missed them, while the Romans fell upon the 
rest of the city, and plundered it, having found 
the houses full of all sorts of good things. So the 
king left a garrison at Jericno, and came back 
and sent the Roman army into those cities which 
were come over to him, to take their winter 
quarters there, viz. in Judea, [or Idumea,] and 
Galilee, and Samaria. Antigonus also by bribes 
obtained of Silo to let a part of his army be re¬ 
ceived, at Lydda, as a compliment to Antonius. 

CHAP. XVI. 

Herod takes Sepphoris , and subdues the Robbers 

that were in the Caves; he after that avenges 

himself upon Macheras , as upon an enemy of 

his , and goes to Antony as he was besieging 

Samosata. 

$ 1. So the Romans lived in plenty of all 
things, and rested from war. However, Herod 
did not lie at rest, but seized upon Idumea, and 
kept it, with two thousand footmen and four hun¬ 
dred horsemen; and this he did by sending his 
brother Joseph thither, that no innovation might 
be made by Antigonus. lie also removed nis 
mother, and all his relations who had been in 
Masada, to Samaria; and when he had settled 
them securely, he marched to take the remain¬ 
ing parts of Galilee, and to drive away the gar¬ 
risons placed there by Antigonus. 

2. But when Herod had reached Sepphoris,f 
in a very great snow, he took the city without 
auy difficulty, the guards, that should have kept 
it, flying away before it was assaulted; where 
he gave an opportunity to his followers that had 
been in distress to refresh themselves, there 
being in thatnitv a great abundance of necessa¬ 
ries. After which he hasted away to the rob¬ 
bers that were in the caves, who overran a great 
part of the country, and did as great mischief to 
its inhabitants as a war itself could have done. 
Accordingly, he sent beforehand three cohorts 
of footmen and one troop of horsemen to the 
village Arbela, and came himself forty days 
afterward^ with the rest of his forces. Yet were 

I This way of speaking, after forty days, Is Interpre¬ 
ted by Josephus himself on the fortieth day; Antiq. R. 
xiv. cli. xv. 9cct. 4, in like manner, when Josephus says, 
ch. xxxiii. sect. 8, that Herod lived after he hr d ordered 
Antipater to be slain five days, this is by himself inter¬ 
preted, Antiq. B.xvii.ch. viii. sort, l.that he died on the 
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not the enemy affrighted at this assault, but met 
him in arms, for their skill was not that of warri¬ 
ors, buttheir baldness was the boldness ofrobbers: 
when, therefore, it came to a pitched battle, they 
put to llight Herod’s left wing with their ri<dit 
one; but Herod, wheeling' about on the sudden 
from his own right wing, came to their assist¬ 
ance, and both made his own left wing return 
back nom its flight, and fell upon the pursuers, 
and cooled their courage, till they could not bear 
the attempts that were made directly upon them, 
and so turned back and ran away. 

3. But Herod followed them, and slew them as 
be followed them, and destroyed a great part of 
them, till those that remained were scattered be¬ 
yond the river [Jordan,] and Galilee was freed 
i'rom the terrors they had been under, excepting 
from those that remained, and lay concealed in 
caves, which required longer time ere they could 
be conquered. In order to which, Herod, in the 
first place, distributed the fruits of their former 
labors to the soldiers, and gave every one of 
them a hundred and fifty drachmae of silver, and 
a great deal more to their commanders, and sent 
them into their winter quarters. He also sent to 
his youngest brother Pheroras, to take care of a 
good market for them, where they might buy 
themselves provisions, and to build a wall abont 
Alexandrium, who took care of both those in¬ 
junctions accordingly. 

4. In the mean time Antony abode at Athens, 
while Ventidius called for Silo and Herod to come 
to the war against the Parthians. but ordered 
them first to settle the affairs of Judea; so Herod 
willingly dismissed Silo to go to Ventidius, but he 
made an expedition himself against those that 
lay in the caves. Now these caves were in the 
precipices of craggy mountains, and could not be 
come at from any side, since they had only some 
winding pathways, very narrow, by which they 
got up to them; but the rock that lay on their 
tront had beneath it valleys of a vast depth, and 
of an almost perpendicular declivity; insomuch 
that the king was doubtful for a long time what 
to do, by reason of a kind of impossibility there 
was of attacking the place. Yet aid he at length 
make use of a contrivance that was subject to 
the utmost hazard; for he let down the most 
hardy of his men in chests, and set them at the 
months of the dens. Now these men slew the 
robbers and their families, and when they made 
resistance, they sent fire in upon them, [ancl burnt 
them;] and as Herod was desirous of saving some 
of them, he had proclamation made, that they 
should come and deliver themselves up to him; 
but not one of them came willingly to nini, and 
of those that were compelled to come, many pre¬ 
ferred death to captivity. And here a certain old 
man, the father of seven children, whose chil¬ 
dren, together with their mother, desired him to 
give them leave to go out, upon the assurance 
and right hand that was offered them, slew them 
after trie, following manner; he ordered every 
one of them to go out, while he stood himself at 
the cave’s mouth, and slew that son of his per¬ 
petually who went out. Herod was near enough 
to see this sight, and his bowels of compassion 
were moved at it, and he stretched out his right 
band to the old man, and besought him to spare 
his children; yet did be not relent at all npon 
what he said, but over and nbove reproached 
Herod on the lowness of bis descent; and slew 
his wife as well as his children; and when he 
had thrown their dead bodies down the preci¬ 
pice, he at last threw himself down after them. 

5. By this means Herod subdued these caves, 
and the robbers that were in them. He then left 

fifth day afterward. So also whni is in this book, chap, 
xiii. sect. 1, after two years , is, Anliq.H. xiv. ch. xiii. 
sect. 3, on the second year. And Dean Aldrieh here 
notes that this way of speaking is familiar in Josephus. 

* This Samosata, the metropolis of Coramagcna, is 


there a part of his army, as many as he thought 
sullicient to prevent any sedition,’and made Pto¬ 
lemy their general, and returned to Samaria; he 
led also witn him three thousand armed footmen, 
and six hundred horsemen, against Antigonus. 
Now here, those that used to raise tumults in Ga¬ 
lilee, having liberty so to do upon his departure, 
fell unexpectedly npon Ptolemy, the general of 
his forces, and slew him: they also laid the coun¬ 
try waste, and then retired to the bogs, and to 
places not easily to be found. But when Herod 
was informed of this insurrection, he came to the 
assistance of the country immediately, and de¬ 
stroyed a great number of the seditious, and 
raised the sieges of all those fortresses they had 
besieged, he also exacted the tribute of a hun¬ 
dred talents of his enemies, as a penalty for the 
mutations they had made in the country. 

6. By this time the Parthians being already 
driven out of the country, and Pacorus slain, Ven¬ 
tidius, by Antony’s command, sent a thousand 
horsemen and two legions, as auxiliaries to He¬ 
rod, against Antigonus. Now Antigonus besought 
Macheras, who was their general, by letters, to 
come to his assistance, and made n great many 
mournful complaints about Herod's violence, and 
about the injuries he did to the kingdom; and 
promised to give him money for such his assist¬ 
ance: but he complied not with his invitation to 
betray his trust, ior he did not contemn him 
that sent him, especially while Herod gave him 
more money [than the other offered.] So he pre¬ 
tended friendship to Antigonus, but came as a 
spy to discover his affairs, although he did not 
herein comply with Herod, who dissuaded him 
from so doing. But Antigonus perceived what 
his intentions were beforehand, and excluded him 
out of the city, and defended himself against him, 
as against an enemy from the walls; till Mache¬ 
ras was ashamed of what he had done, and re¬ 
tired to Enimaus to Herod; and, as he was in a 
rage at his disappointment, he slew all the Jews 
whom he met with, without sparing those that 
were for Herod, but using them all as if they 
were for Antigonus. 

7. Hereupon Herod was very angry at him, 
and was going to fight against Macheras as his 
enemy; but he restrained his indignation, and 
marched to Antony to accuse Macheras of mal¬ 
administration. But Macheras was made sensi¬ 
ble of his offences, and followed after the king 
immediately, and earnestly begged and obtained 
that he would be reconciled to him. However, 
Herod did not desist from his resolution of going 
to Antony, but when he heard that lie was be¬ 
sieging Samosata* with a great army, which is a 
strong city near to Euphrates, he made the great¬ 
er haste, as observing that this was a proper op¬ 
portunity for showing at once his courage, and 
for doing what would greatly oblige Antony. In¬ 
deed, when he came, he soon made an end of 
that siege, and slew a great number of the bar¬ 
barians, and took from them a large prey; inso¬ 
much that Antony, who admired his courage 
formerly, did now admire it still more. Accord¬ 
ingly, he heaped many more honors upon him, 
and gave him more assured hopes that he should 
gain tiis kingdom: and now king Antiochus ivas 
torced to deliver up Samosata. 

CHAP. XVII. 

The Death of Joseph, [ Herod's Brother,'] which 
had been signified to Herod in Dreams. How 
Herod was preserved twice, after a wonder¬ 
ful Manner. He cuts off the Head of Pap¬ 
pus, who was the Murderer of his Brother, and 

well known from its coins, as Ppanheim here assures 
ua. Dean Aldrich nlso confirms what Joaephua here 
notes, that Herod was a great means of taking the city 
by Antony, and that from Plutarch and Dio, 
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sends that Head to [his own Brother ] Pheroras. 

And in no long Time he besieges Jerusalem, and 

marries Mariamne. 

§ 1. In the mean time, Herod's affairs in Ju¬ 
dea were in an ill state. He had left his brother 
Joseph with full power, but had charged him to 
make no attempts against Antigonus till his re¬ 
turn; for that Macheras wouldf not be such an 
assistant as he could depend on, as it appeared 
by what he had done already; but as soon as 
Joseph beard that bis brother was at a very 
great distance, he neglected the charge he had 
received, and marched towards Jericho with five 
cohorts, which Macheras sent with him. This 
movement was intended for seizing on the corn, 
as it was now' in the midst of summer; but when 
his enemies attacked him in the mountains, and 
in places which were difficult to pass, he was 
both killed himself, as he was very bravely fight¬ 
ing in the battle, and the entire Roman cohorts 
were destroyed; for these cohorts were new 
raised men, gathered out of Syria, and there 
was no mixture of those called veteran soldiers 
among them, that might have supported those 
that were unskilful in war. 

2. This victory was not sufficient for Antigo- 
nus. but he proceeded to that degree of rage, as 
to treat the dead body of Joseph barbarously; 
for when he had gotten possession of the bodies 
of those that were slain, he cut off his head, al¬ 
though his brother Pheroras would have given 
fifty talents as a price of redemption for it. And 
now the affairs of Galilee were put in such dis¬ 
order after this victory of Antigonus, that those 
of Antigonus’s partv brought the principal men 
that were on Herorf’s side to the lake, and there 
drowned them. There was a great change made 
also in Idumea, where Macheras was building a 
wall about one of the fortresses, which was call¬ 
ed Gittha. But Herod had not yet been inform¬ 
ed of these things; for after the taking of Samo- 
6ata, and when Antony had set Sosius over the 
affairs of Syria, and given him orders to assist 
Herod against Antigonus, he departed into 
Egypt; but Sosius sent two legions before him 
into Judea to assist Herod, and followed himself 
soon after with the rest of hiB army. 

3. Now when Herod was at Daphne, by Anti¬ 
och, he had some dreams which clearly forebo¬ 
ded his brother’s death, and as he leapt out of 
his bed in a disturbed manner, there came mes¬ 
sengers that acquainted him with that calamit}'. 
So when he had lamented this misfortune for a 
while, he put off the main part of his mourning, 
and made haste to march against his enemies; 
and when he had performed a march that was 
above his strength, and was gone as far as Liba- 
nus, he got him eight hundred men of those that 
lived near to that mountain, as his assistants, 
and joined with them one Roman legion, with 
which, before it was day, he made an irruption 
into Galilee, and met his enemies, and drove 
them back to the place which they had left. He 
also made an immediate and continual attack 
upon the fortress. Yet was he forced by a most 
terrible storm to pitch his camp in the neigh¬ 
boring villages, before he could take it: but 
when, after a few days’ time, the second legion, 
that came from Antony, joined themselves to 
him, the enemy were affrighted at his power, 
and left their fortifications in the night-time. 

4. After this he marched through Jericho, as 
making what haste he could to be avenged on 
his brother’s murderers; where happened to him 
a providential sign, out of which, when he had 
unexpectedly escaped, he had the reputation of 
being very dear to God ; for that evening there 
feasted with him many of the principal men, and 
after that feast was over, and all the guests were 
gone out, the bouse fell down immediately. 
And as he judged this to be a common signal of 
what dangers he should undergo, and how he 


should escape them in the war that he was going 
about, he, in the morning, set forward with his 
army, when about six thousand of his enemies 
came running down from the mountains, and be¬ 
gan to fight with those in his forefront; yet durst 
they not be so very bold as to engage the Ro¬ 
mans hand to hand, but threw' stones and darts 
at them at a distance; by which means they 
wounded a considerable number; in which ac¬ 
tion Herod’s own side was wounded with a dart. 

5. Now as Antigonus had a mind to appear to 
exceed Herod, not only in the courage, but in 
the number of his men, he sent Pappus, one of 
his companions, with an army against Samaria, 
whose fortune it was to oppose Macheras; but 
Herod overran the enemies’ country, and demo¬ 
lished five little cities, and destroyed two thou¬ 
sand men that were in them, and burned their 
houses, and then returned to his camp; but his 
head-quarters were at the village called Cana. 

6. Now a great multitude of Jews resorted to 
him every day, both out of Jericho, and the other 
parts of the country. Some were moved so to 
do out of their hatred to Antigonus, and some 
out of regard to the glorious actions Herod had 
done; but others were led on by an unreasonable 
desire of change; so he fell upon them imme¬ 
diately. As for Pappus and his party, they were 
not terrified at either their number or at theirzeal, 
but marched out with great alacrity to fight them, 
and it came to a clofTe fi ght. Now other parts of 
their army made resistance for a while; but He¬ 
rod running the utmost hazard out of the rage 
he was in at the murder of his brother, that he 
might be avenged on those that had been the 
authors of it, soon beat those that opposed him, 
and, after he had beaten them, he always turned 
his forces against those that stood to it still, and 
pursued them all; so that a great slaughter was 
made, while some were forced back iuto that vil¬ 
lage whence they came out; he also pressed hard 
upon the hindermost, and slew a vast number of 
them; he also fell into the village with the ene¬ 
my, where every house was filled with armed 
men, and the upper rooms were crowded with 
soldiers for their defence; and when he had 
beaten those that were on the outside, he pulled 
the houses to pieces, and plucked out those that 
were within; upon many he had the roofs shaken 
down, whereby they perished by heaps, and as 
for those that fled out of the ruins, the soldiers 
received them with their swords in their hands, 
and the multitude of those slain, and lying on 
heaps, was so great that the conquerors could not 

E ass along the roads. Now the enemy could not 
ear this blow, so that when the multitude of 
them which was gathered together, saw that 
those in the village were slain, they dispersed 
themselves and fled away; upon the confidence 
of which victory, Herod had marched immedi¬ 
ately to Jerusalem, unless he had been hindered 
by the depth of winter [coming on.] This w'as 
the impediment that lay in the way of this his 
entire glorious progress, and was whRt hindered 
Antigonus from being now conquered, who wa* 
already disposed to forsake the city. 

7. Now when at the evening Herod had al¬ 
ready dismissed his friends to refresh themselves 
after their fatigue, and when he was gone him¬ 
self, while he was still hot in his armor, like a 
common soldier, to bathe himself, and had but 
one servant that attended him, and before he 
was gotten into the bath, one of the enemies met 
him in the face with a sword in his hand, and then 
a second, and then a third, and after that more 
of them; these were men who had run away out 
of the battle into the bath in their armor", and 
they had lain there for some time in great terror, 
and in privacy; and wheu they saw the king, 
they trembled for fear, and ran by him in a fright, 
(although he were naked) and endeavored to get 
off into the public road: now there was by chanco 
nobody else at hand that might seize upon thes« 
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men, and as for Herod, he was contented to have 
come to no harm himself, so that they all got 
away in safety. 

8. But on the next day Herod had Pappus’s 
head cut olf, who was the general for Autigonus, 
and was slain in the battle, and sent it to his 
brother Pheroras by way of punishment for their 
slain brother, for he was the man that slew Jo¬ 
seph. Now as winter was going off, Herod march¬ 
ed to Jerusalem, anti brought liis army to the wall 
of it; this was the third year since he had been 
made king at Rome; so he pitched his camp be¬ 
fore the temple, for on that side it might be be¬ 
sieged, and there it was that Pompey took the 
city. So he parted the work among the army, 
and demolished the suburbs, and raised three 
banks, and gave orders to have towers built upon 
those banks, and left the most laborious of his 
acquaintance at the works. But he went him¬ 
self to Samaria, to take the daughter of Alex¬ 
ander, the son of Aristobulus, to wife, who had 
been betrothed to him before, as we have al¬ 
ready said; and thus he accomplished this, by 
the by, during the siege of the city, for he had 
his enemy in great contempt already. 

9. Whenhehad thus married Mariamne,he came 
back to Jerusalem with a greater army; Sosius 
also joined him with a large army, both of horse¬ 
men and footmen, which he sent before him 
through the midland parts, while he marched 
himself along to Phoenicia;^and when the whole 
army tvas gotten together, which were eleven 
regiments of footmen and six thousand horse¬ 
men, besides the Syrian auxiliaries, which was 
no small part of the army, they pitched their 
camp near to the north wall. Herod’s depend¬ 
ence was upon the decree of the senate, by which 
he was made king, and Sosius relied upon An¬ 
tony, who sent the army that was under him to 
Herod’s assistance. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

How Herod and Sosius took Jerusalem by force; 
and what Death Antigonus came to. Also, con¬ 
cerning Cleopatra's avaricious Temper. 

$ 1. Now the multitude of the Jews that were 
in the city were divided into several factions: for 
the people that crowded about the temple, being 
the weaker part of them, gave it out, that, as the 
times were, he was the happiest and most reli¬ 
gious man who should die brst. But as to the 
more bold and hardy men, they got together in 
bodies, and fell to robbing others after various 
manners, and these particularly plundered the 
places that were about the city, and this because 
there was no food left either lor the horses or the 
men; yet some of the warlike men -who were 
used to fight regularly, were appointed to defend 
the city during the siege, and these drove those 
that raised the banks away from the wall, and 
these were always inventing one engine or an¬ 
other to be a hinderance to the engines of the 
enemy, nor had they so much success any way as 
in the mines underground. 

2. Now, as for the robberies which were com¬ 
mitted, the king contrived that ambushes should 
be so laid, that they might restrain their excur¬ 
sions; and as for the want of provisions, he pro¬ 
vided that they should be brought to them from 
reat distances. He was also too hard for the 
ews, by the Romans’ skill in the art of war; al¬ 
though they were bold to the utmost degree. 
Now they durst not come to n plain battle with 
the Romans, which was certain death, but through 
their mines under ground they would appear in 
the midst of them on the sudden, and before they 
could batter down one wall, they built them an¬ 
other in its stead; and, to sum up all at once, 

* That is. A woman, not a man. 
t This death of Antigonus is confirmed by Plutarch 
and Strabo; the latter of whom is cited for it by Jose* 


they did not show any want either of pains-taking 
or contrivances, as having resolved to hold out to 
the very last. Indeed, though they had so great 
an army lying round about them, they bore a 
siege of five months, till some of Herod’s chosen 
men ventured to get upon the wall, and fell into 
the city, as did Sosius’s centurions after them; 
and now they first of all seized upon what was 
about the temple, and upon the pouring in of the 
army, there was slaughter of vast multitudes 
every where, by reason of the rage the Romans 
were in at the length of this siege, and by reason 
that the Jews who were about Herod earnestly 
endeavored that none of their adversaries might 
remain; so they were cut to pieces by great mul¬ 
titudes, as they were crowded together in narrow 
streets, and in houses, or were running away to 
the temple; nor wa3 there any mercy shown 
either to infants, or to the aged, or to the weaker 
sex; insomuch, that although the king sent about 
and desired them to spare the people, nobody 
could be persuaded to withhold their right hand 
from slaughter, but they slew people of all ages 
like madmen. Then it was that Antigonus, with¬ 
out any regard to his former or to his present 
fortune, came from the citadel, and fell down at 
Sosius’s feet, who, without pitying him at all 
upon the change of his condition, laughed at him 
beyond measure, and called him Antigona.* Yet 
did he not treat him like a woman, or let him go 
free, but put him into bonds, and kept him in 
custody. 

3. But Herod’s concern at present, now he 
had gotten his enemies under his power, was to 
restrain the zeal of his foreign auxiliaries; for 
the multitude of the strange people were very 
eager to see the temple, and what was sacred in 
the holy house itself; but the king endeavored 
to restrain them, partly by his exhortations, 
partly by his threatenings, nay, partly by force, 
as thinking the victory worse than a defeat to 
him, if any thing that ought not to be seen were 
seen by them. He also forbade, at the same 
time, the spoiling of the city, asking Sosius, in 
the most earnest manner, whether the Romans, 
by thus emptying the city of money and men, had 
a miud to leave him king of a desert? and told 
him, “ That he judged the dominion of the habita¬ 
ble earth too small a compensation for the slaugh¬ 
ter of so many citizens.” And when Sosius said, 
“That it was but just to allow the soldiers this 
plunder, as a reward for what they suffered 
during the siege,” Ilerod made answer, that 
“he would give every one of the soldiers a re¬ 
ward out of his own money.” So he purchased 
the deliverance of his countrv, and performed 
his promises to them, and made presents after a 
magnificent manner to each soldier, and propor- 
tionably to their commanders, and with a most 
royal bounty to Sosius himself, whereby nobody 
went away but in a wealthy condition. Hereupon 
Sosius dedicated a crown of gold to God, and 
then went away from Jerusalem, leadiug Anti¬ 
gonus away in bonds to Antony; then did the 
axef bring him to his end, who still had a fond 
desire of life, and some frigid hopes of it to the 
last, but bv his cowardly behavior well deserved 
to die by it. 

4. Hereupon king Herod distinguished the 
multitude that was in the city; and for those that 
were of his side, he made them still more his 
friends by the honors he conferred on them; 
but for those of Antigonus'? party, he slew them; 
and as his money ran low, he turned all the orna¬ 
ments he had into money, and sent it to Antony, 
and to those about him. Yet could he not hereby 
purchase an exemption from all sufferings; for 
Antony was now bewitched by his love to Cleo¬ 
patra, and was entirely conquered by her charms. 

phus himself, Antiq. B. xv. ch. i. sect, 2, as Dean Aid- 
rich here observes. 




BOOK I—CHAP. XIX. 


431 


Now, Cleopatra had put to death all her kindred, 
till no one near her in blood remained alive, and 
after that she fell to slaying- those noway related 
to her. So she calumniated the principal men 
among the Syrians to Antony, and persuaded 
him to have them slain, that'so 9he might easily 
gain to be mistress of what they had; nay, she 
extended her avaricious humor to the Jews and 
Arabians, and secretly labored to have Herod 
and Malichus, the kings of both those nations, 
slain by his order. 

5. Now as to these her injunctions to Antony, 
he complied in part: for though he esteemed it 
too abominable a thing to kill such good and 
great kings, yet was he thereby alienated from 
the friendship he had fcr them. He also took 
away a great deal of their country: nay, even 
the plantation of palm-trees at Jericho, where 
also grows the balsam tree, and bestowed them 
upon her: as also all the cities on this side the 
river Eleutherns, Tyre and Sidon excepted.* 
And when she was become mistress of these, and 
hail conducted Antony in his expedition against 
the Parthians, as far as Euphrates, she came by 
Apamia and Damascus into Judea: and there 
did Herod pacify her indignation at him by large 

E resents. He also hired of her those places that 
ad been torn away from his kingdom, at the 
yearly rent of two hundred talents. He conduct¬ 
ed her also as far as Pelusium, and paid her all 
the respect possible. Now it was not long after 
this, that Antony was come back from Parthia, 
and led with him Artabazes, Tigranes’s son, cap¬ 
tive, as a present for Cleopatra; for this Parthian 
wus presently given her, with his money, and all 
the prey that was taken with him. 

CHAP. XIX. 

How Antony , at the Persuasion of Cleopatra, 
sent Herod to fight against the Arabians; 
how, after several Battles, he at length got the 
Victory . As also concerning a great Earth - 
quake. 

} 1. Now when the war about Actium was be¬ 
gun, Herod prepared to come to the assistance 
of Antony, as being already freed from his trou¬ 
bles in Judea, and havinggained Hyrcania,which 
was a place that was held by Antigonus’s sister. 
However, he was cunningly hindered from par¬ 
taking of the hazards that Antony went through 
by Cleopatra; for since, as we have already 
noted, sne laid a plot against the kings of [Judea 
and Arabia,] she prevailed with Antony to com¬ 
mit the war against the Arabians to Ilerod; that 
so, if he got the better, she might become mis¬ 
tress of Arabia, or, if he were worsted, of Judea, 
and that she might destroy one of those kings 
by the other. 

2. However, this contrivance tended to the ad¬ 
vantage of Herod; for at the very first he took 
hostages from the enemy, and got together a 
great body of horse, and ordered them to march 
against them about Diospolis, and he conquered 
that army, although it fought resolutely against 
him. After which defeat, the Arabians were in 
great motion, and assembled themselves toge¬ 
ther at Kanatha, a city of Coelosyria, in vast 
multitudes, and waited for the Jews. And when 
Herod was come thither, he tried to manage this 
war with particular prudence, and gave orders 
that they should build a wall about their camp; 
yet did not the multitude comply with those or- 

* This ancient liberty of Tyre and Sidon under the 
Romans, taken notice of bv Josephus, both here and 
Antiq. b. xv.ch.iv. sect. 1, is confirmed by the testimo¬ 
ny of Strabo, b. xvi. page 757, as Dean Aldrich remarks; 
although, as he justly adds, this liberty lasted bill a little 
wlnlc longer, when Augustus took it away from them. 

t This 7th year of llie reign oflferod [from the. con¬ 
quest, or death of Antigonus] with the great earthquake 
m the beginning ofthe same spring,which arc bore fully 
implied lobe, not much before the fight of Actium, be- 


ders, but were so emboldened by their foregoing 
victory, that they presently attacked the Ara¬ 
bians, and beat them at the first onset, and then 
pursued them; yet there were snares laid for 
Herod in that pursuit; while Athenio, who was 
one of Cleopatra’s generals, and always an an- 
tagonist to Herod, sent oat of Kanatha the men 
of that country against him, for, upon this fresh 
onset, the Arabians took courage, and returned 
back, and both joined their numerous forces about 
stony places, that were hard to be gone over, and 
there put Herod’s men to the rout, and made a 
great slaughter of them, bat those that escaped 
out of the battle fled to Ormiza, where the Ara¬ 
bians surrounded their camp, and took it, with 
all the men in it. 

3. In a little time after this calamity, Herod 
came to bring them succors; but he came too 
late. Now the occasion of that blow w T as this, 
that the officers would not obey orders; for had 
not the fight begun so suddenly, Athenio had not 
found a proper season for the snares he laid for 
Herod: however, he was even with the Arabians 
afterward, and overran their country, and did 
them more harm than their single victory could 
compensate. But as he was avenging himself op 
his enemies, there fell upon him another provi¬ 
dential calamity; for in the seventh year of his 
reign,f when the war about Actium was at the 
height, at the beginning of the spring, the earth 
was shaken, and destroyed an immense number 
of cattle, with thirty thousand men; but the 
army received no harm, hecause it lay in the 
open air. In the mean time, the fame of this 
earthquake elevated the Arabians to greater 
courage, and this by augmenting it to a fabulous 
height, as is constantly the case in melancholy 
accidents, and pretending that all Judea was 
overthrown; upon this supposal, therefore, that 
they should easily get a land that was desti¬ 
tute of inhabitants into their powder, they first 
sacrificed those ambassadors who were come 
to them from the Jews, and then marched into 
Judea immediately. Now* the Jewish nation were 
affrighted at this invasion, and quite dispirited 
at the greatness of their calamities one after ano¬ 
ther; whom Herod yet got together, and endea¬ 
vored to encourage them to defend themselves, 
by the following speech which he made to them: 

4. “ The present dread you are under, seems to 
me to have seized upon you very unreasonably. 
It is true, yon might justly be dismayed at that 
providential chastisement which Hath befallen 
you; but to suffer yourselves to be equally ter¬ 
rified at the invasion of men, is unmanly. As for 
myself, I am so far from being affrighted at our 
enemies after this earthquake, that I imagine 
that God hath thereby laid a bait for the Ara¬ 
bians, that we may be avenged on them; for their 
present invasion proceeds more from our acci¬ 
dental misfortunes, than that they have any great 
dependence on their weapons, or their own fit¬ 
ness for action. Now that hope which depends 
not on mens's own power, but on others' ill suc¬ 
cess, is a very ticklish thing: for there is no cer¬ 
tainty among men, either in their bad or good 
fortunes: but ivc may easily observe that fortune 
is mutable, and goes from one side to another; 
and this you may readily learn from exnmples 
among ourselves, for when yon were once victors 
in the former fight, your enemies overcame, you 
at last; and very likely it will now happen so, 
that those who think themselves sure of beating 

tween Octavius and Antony, and which is known from 
the Roman historians to have teen in the beginning of 
September, in the 31st year before the Christian era, 
determines the chronology of Josephus as to the reign 
of Herod, viz. that he began in the year 37, beyond ra¬ 
tional contradiction. Nor is it quite unworthy of our 
notice, t'-at tins 7th year of the reign ofllerod, or the 
31st before the Christian era, ronia ned the latter part 
nfa Sabbatic year; on which Sabbatic year,therefore, 
it is plain this great earthquake happened in Judea. 
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you, will themselves be beaten. For, when men 
are very confident they are not upon their guard, 
while fear teaches men to act with caution; in¬ 
somuch, that I venture to prove from your very 
timorousness, that you ought to take courage: 
for when you were more bold than you ought to 
have been, and than I would have had you, and 
marched on, Athenio's treachery took place; 
but your present slowness and seeming dejection 
of mind, is to me a pledge and assurance of vic¬ 
tory. And indeed it is proper beforehand to be 
thus provident; but when we come to action, 
we ought to erect our minds, and to make our 
enemies, be they ever so wicked, believe, that 
neither any human, no, nor any providential 
misfortune, can ever depress the courage of Jews 
while they are alive; nor will any of then) ever 
overlook an Arabian, or sutler such a one to 
become lord of his good things, whom he has 
in a manner taken captive, and that at many 
times also. And do not you disturb yourselves 
at the quaking of inanimate creatures, nor do 
vou imagine that this earthquake is a sign of 
another calamity; for such affections of the ele¬ 
ments are according to the course of nature, nor 
does it import any thing farther to men, than 
what mischief it does immediately of itself. Per- 
naps there may* come some short sign before¬ 
hand in the case of pestilences, and famines, and 
earthquakes; but these calamities themselves 
nave their force limited by themselves, [without 
foreboding any other calamity.] And indeed 
what greater mischief can the war, though it 
should be a violent one, do to us, than the earth¬ 
quake has done? Nay, there is a signal of onr 
enemies’ destruction visible, and that a very 
great one also; and this is not a natural one, nor 
derived from the hand of foreigners neither, but 
it is this, that they have barbarously murdered 
our ambassadors, contrary to the common law of 
mankind, and they have destroyed so many, as 
if they esteemed them sacrifices for God, in re¬ 
lation to this war. But they will not avoid his 
great eye, nor his invincible right hand; and we 
shall be revenged of them presently, in case we 
still retain any of the courage of our forefathers, 
and rise up boldly to punish these covenant 
breakers. Let every one therefore go on and 
fight, not so much lor his wife or his children, or 
for the danger his country is in, as for these nni- 
bassndors of ours; those dead ambassadors will 
conduct this war of ours better than we our¬ 
selves who are alive. And if you will be ruled 
by me, I will myself go before you into danger; 
for you know this well enough, thatyourcourage 
is irresistible, unless you hurt yourselves by 
acting rashly.”* 

5. VVhen Herod had encouraged them by this 
speech, and lie saw with what alacrity they 
went, he o He red sacrifice to God; and after that 
sacrifice, he passed over the river Jordan with 
his army, und pitched his camp about Philadel¬ 
phia, near the enemy, and about a fortification 
that lay between them. lie then shot at them 
at n distance, and was desirous to come to tin en¬ 
gagement presently; for some of them had been 
sent beforehand to seize upon that fortification': 
but the king sent some, who immediately beat 
them out of the fortification, while he himself 
went in the for* front of the army, which he put 
in battle array every day, and invited the Ara¬ 
bians to fight. But as none of them came out of 
their camp, for they were in a terrible fright, 
and their general, i'.lthimus, was not able to say 
a word for fear; so Herod came upon them, and 
pulled their fortification to pieces, by which 
means they were compelled to come out to fight, 
which they did in disorder, and so that the 
horsemen and footmen were mixed together. 

•This speech of Herod Is set down twice by Jose¬ 
phus, here und Anliq. b. xv. ch. v. sect. 3, to the very 
same purpose, but by no incans in the same words; 


They were indeed superior to the Jews in num 
ber, but inferior as to their alacrity, although 
they were obliged to expose themselves to dan¬ 
ger by their very despair of victory. 

6. Now while they made opposition, they had 
not a great number slain: out as soon as they 
turned their backs, a great many were trodden 
to pieces by the Jews, and a great insay by 
themselves, and so perished, till five thousand 
were fallen down dead in their flight, while the 
rest of the multitude prevented their immediate 
death, by crowding into the fortification. Herod 
encompassed these around, and besieged them, 
and while they were ready to be taken by their 
enemies in arms; they had another additional 
distress upon them, which was thirst and want 
of water; for the king was above hearkening to 
their ambassadors, and when they offered five 
hundred talents, as the price of their redemp¬ 
tion, he pressed still harder upon them. And as 
they were burnt up by their thirst, they caine 
out and voluntarily delivered themselves up by 
multitudes to the Jews, till in five days’ time four 
thousand of them were put in bonds; and on the 
sixth day the multitude that were left despaired 
of ever saving themselves, and came out to fight; 
with these Herod fought, and slew again abou 
seven thousand, insomuch, that he punished Ara¬ 
bia so severely, and so far extinguished the spi¬ 
rits of the men, that he was chosen by the nation 
for their ruler. 

CHAP. XX. 

Herod is confirmed inhis Kingdomby Cczsar, and 
cultivates a Friendship with the Emperor by 
magnificent Presents; while Ccesar returns his 
Kindness by bestowing on him that Part of his 
Kingdom which had been taken away from it 
by Cleopatra , with the Addition of Zenodorus's 
Country also . 

J 1. But now Herod was underimmediate con¬ 
cern about a most important affair, on account 
of his friendship with Antony, who was already 
overcome at Actium bv Ctesar; yet lie was more 
afraid than hurt; for Ctesar did not think he had 
quite undone Antonv while Herod continued hia 
assistance to him. However, the king resolved 
to expose himself to danger: accordingly he sail¬ 
ed to Rhodes, where Caesar then abode, and cam« 
to him without his diadem, and in the habit and 
appearance of a private person, but in his beha¬ 
vior as a king. So he concealed nothing of the 
truth, but spoke thus before his face: "O C;esar, 
as I was made king of the Jews by Antony, so 
do I profess that I have used my royal authority 
in the hest manner, and entirely for his advan¬ 
tage; nor will I conceal this farther, that thou 
hadst certainly found me in arms, and an insepa¬ 
rable companion of his, hud not the Arabians 
hindered me. However, I sent him as many aux¬ 
iliaries as 1 was able, and many tell thousand 
[cori] of corn. Nay, indeed, 1 did not desert my 
benefactor after the blow that was given him at 
Actium; but l gave him the best advice I was 
able, when I was no longer able to assist him in 
the war: and 1 told him that there tvas but one. 
way of recovering his affairs, and that was to kill 
Cleopatra; and 1 promised him, that if she were 
onre dead, I would afford him money and walls 
for his security, with an army and myself to as¬ 
sist him in his war against thee: but his affec¬ 
tions for Cleopatra stopped his ears, as did God 
himself also, who hath bestowed the government 
on thee. I own myself also to be overcome to¬ 
gether with him, and with his last fortune I have 
laid aside my diadem, and am come hither to 
thee, having my hopes of safety in thy virtue; 
and I desire that thou wilt first consider how faith¬ 
ful a friend, and not whose friend, I have been.” 

whence it appears, that the sense was Herod’s, but th« 
composition Josephus’s. 
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2. Caesar replied to him thus: “Nay, thou 
shalt not only be in safety, but shalt be a king-; 
and that more firmly than thou wert before; for 
thou art worthy to reign over a great many sub¬ 
jects, by reason of the fastness of thy friend¬ 
ship: aud do thou endeavor to be equally con¬ 
stant in thy friendship to me, upon my good 
success, which is what I depend upon from the 
generosity of thy disposition. However, Antony 
hath done well in preferring Cleopatra to thee; 
for by this means we have gained thee by her 
madness, and thus thou hast begun to be my 
friend before 1 began to be thine; on which ac¬ 
count Quintus Dedius hath written to me that 
thou sentest him assistance against the gladia¬ 
tors. I do therefore assure thee, that 1 will con¬ 
firm the kingdom to thee by decree: I shall also 
endeavor to do thee some further kindness here¬ 
after, that ihou mayest find no loss in the want 
of Antony.” 

3. When Cfesar had spoken such obliging 
things to the king, and had put the diadem again 
about his head, he proclaimed what he had be¬ 
stowed on him by a decree, in which he enlarged 
in the commendation of the man after a magni¬ 
ficent manner. Whereupon Herod obliged him 
to be kind to him by the presents he gave him, 
and he desired him to forgive Alexander, one of 
Antony’s friends, who had become a supplicant to 
him. But Caesar’s anger against him prevail¬ 
ed, and he complained of the many and very 

reat offences the man whom he petitioned for 

ad been guilty of: and by that means he reject¬ 
ed his petition. After this, Ca?sar went from 
Egypt through Syria, when Herod received him 
with royal and rich entertainments; and then did 
he first of all ride alung with Cmsar, as he was 
reviewing his army about Ptolemais; and feasted 
him with all his friends, and then distributed 
among the rest of the army what was necessary 
to feast them withal. He also made a plentiful 
provision of water for them, when they were to 
march as far as Pidusium, through a dry coun¬ 
try, which he did also in like manner at their re¬ 
turn thence; nor were there any necessaries 
wanting to that army. It was therefore the opi¬ 
nion both of Caesar and of his soldiers, that He¬ 
rod’s kingdom was too small for those generous 
presents he made them; for which reason, when 
Caesar was come into Egypt, and Cleopatra 
and Antony were dead, he did not only bestow 
other marks of honor upon him, but made an 
addi'ion to his kingdom, by giving him, not only 
the country which had bi on taken from him by 
Cleopatra, but besides that, Gadara, and Hippos, 
and Samaria; and moreover, of the maritime 
cities, Gaza,* and Anthedon, and Joppa, and 
Strato’s Tower. He also made him a present of 
four hundred Galls [Galatiansj as a guard for his 
body, which they had been to Cleopatra before. 
Nor did any thing so strongly induce. C;esar to 
make these presents as the generosity of him that 
received them. 

4. Moreover, after the first games at Actium, 
he added to his kingdom both the region called 
Trachonitis, and what lay in its neighborhood, 
Batanca. and the country of Auranitis, and that 
on the following occasion: Zenodorus, who had 
hired the house of Lvsanias, had all along sent 
robbers out of Trachonitis among the Damas¬ 
cenes; who thereupon had recourse to Varro, 
the president of Syria, and desired of him that 
he would represent the calamity they were in to 

* Since Josephus, both here, ami in his Antiq. h. xv. 
cli. vii. sect. 3, reckons Gaza, which had been a freerily, 
among the cities given llerod by Augustus, ami yet im¬ 
plies that Herod had made Cost'obarus a governor of it 
before, Antiq. h. xv. chap. vii. sort. 9; Harduin hns 
some pretence for saying that Josephus here contradict¬ 
ed himself. Hut, perhaps, Herod thought he had suffi¬ 
cient authority to put a governor into Gaza, after he 
was made tetrarch or king, in times of war, before llie 
city was entirely delivered into his hands by Augustus. 
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Caesar; when Caesar was acquainted with it, he 
sent back orders that this nest of robbers should 
be destroyed. Varro therefore made an expedi¬ 
tion against them, and cleared the land of those 
men, and took it away from Zenodorus. Caesar 
did also afterward bestow it on Herod, that it 
might not again become a receptacle for those 
robbers that had come against Damascus. He 
also made him a procurator of all Syria, and this 
on the tenth year afterwards, when he came again 
into that province; and this was so established, 
that the other procurators could not do any thing 
in the administration without his advice; but when 
Zenodorus was dead, Caesar bestowed on him a.! 
that land which lay between Trachonitis and Ga¬ 
lilee. Yet what was still of more consequence 
to Herod, he was beloved by C:esar next after 
Agrippa, and by Agrippa next after Caesar; 
whence he arrived at a very great degree of fell 
city. Yet did the greatness of his soul exceed 
it, and the main part of his magnanimity was 
extended to the promotion of piety. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Of the [Temple and ] Cities that were built by 

Herod , and erectedfrom the very foundations; 

as also , of those other Edifices that were erected 

by him: and what Magnificence he shov:ed to 

Foreigners; and how Fortune was in all things 

favorable to him. 

$ 1. ACCORDINGLY, in the fifteenth year of his 
reign, Herod rebuilt the temple, and encompass¬ 
ed a piece of land about it with a wall, which 
land was twice as lar^e as that before enclosed. 
The expenses he laid out upon it were vastly 
large; and the riches about it were also un¬ 
speakable. A sign of which you have in the great 
cloisters that were erected about the temple, and 
the citadel which was on its north side.f The 
cloisters he built from the foundation, but the 
citadel he repaired at a vast expense, nor was it 
other than a royal palace, which he culled Anto¬ 
nia, in honor of Antony. He also built himself 
a palace in the upper city, containing two very 
large and most beautiful apartments, to which 
the holy house itself could not be compared [in 
largeness.] The one apartment he named Ciesa- 
reum, and the other he named Agrippium, from 
his [two great] friends. 

2. Yet did he not preserve their memory by- 
particular buildings only, with their names given 
them, but bis generosity went as far as entire 
cities; for when he had built a most beautiful 
wall round a country in Samaria, tw enty furlongs 
long, and had brought >ix thousand inhabitants 
into it, and had allotted to it a most fruitful piece 1 
of land, and in the mi.Nt of this city, thus built, 
had erected a very large temple to Ciesar, ant! 
had laid round about it a portion of sacred land 
of three furlongs ami a half, he called the city 
Sebaste, from Sebastus or Augustus, and settled 
the affairs of the city after a most regular man¬ 
ner. 

3. And when Cxsar had further bestowed upon 
him another additional country, he built there 
also a temple of white marble, hard by the foun¬ 
tains of Jordan: the place is called Fanium, 
where is a top rf a mountain that is raised to an 
immense height, and at its side, beneath, or at 
its bottom, a dark cave opens itself: within 
which there is a horrible precipice, that descends 
abruptly to a vast depth; it contains a mighty 

|Th«« fivt was first built, ns is supposed, by J;J;a 
IIyrraims. see I’rid. at the year 107, and railed Baris. 
the Tower or Citadel. It w’ns afterward rebuilt, with 
jireni improvements, by llerod, under the government 
of Antonius. and was named from him the Tower of 
Antonia ' and about the time w hen Herod rebuilt the 
temple, he sreni 9 to have, put Ins last hand io it. See 
Antiq. b. xviii.cli. v. sect 4; Of the War, h. i.ch.iii. 
sect. 4; and ch. v. sect. 4. It lay on the northwest side 
of the temple, and was a quarter as targe. 




WARS OF THE JEWS. 


431 

quantity of water which is immoveable; and when 
any body lets down any thing to measure the 
depth ol the earth beneath the water, no length 
of cord is sufficient to reach it. Aow the foun¬ 
tains of Jordan rise at the roots of this cavity 
outwardly; and, as some think, this is the utmost 
origin of Jordan: but we shall speak of that mat¬ 
ter more accurately in our following history. 

4. But the king erected other places at Jeri¬ 
cho also, between the citadel Cypros and the 
former place, such as were better and more use¬ 
ful than the former for travellers, and named 
them from the same friends of Ids. To say all at 
once, there was not any place of his kingdom fit 
for the purpose, that was permitted to be with¬ 
out somewhat that was for Caesar’s honor, and 
when he had filled his own country with temples, 
he poured out the like plentiful marks of his es¬ 
teem into his province-, and built many cities 
which he called Ctcsareas. 

5. And when he observed that there was a city 
by the seaside that was much decayed, (its name 
was Strato's Tower,) but that the place, by the 
happines- o! its inhabitants, was capable of great 
improvements from his liberality, he rebuilt it all 
with white stone, and adorned it with several 
most splendid palaces, wherein he especially de¬ 
monstrated his magnanimity; for the case was 
this, that all the seashore between Dora and 
Joppa, in the middle, between which this city is 
situated, had no good haven, insomuch that every 
one that sailed from Phoenicia for Egypt was 
obliged to lie in the stormy sea, by reason of the 
south winds that threatened them; which wind, 
if it blew but a little fresh, such vast waves are 
raised, and dash upon the rocks, that upon their 
retreat, the sea is in a great ferment for a long 
way. But the king, by the expenses he was at, 
and the liberal disposal of them, overcame na¬ 
ture, and built a haven larger than was the Py- 
raeum [at Athens;]* and in the other retirements 
of the water he built other deep stations [for the 
ships also.j 

6. Now, although the place where lie built was 
greatly opposite to his purposes, yet did he so 
iully struggle with that difiiculty, that the firm¬ 
ness of his building could not ea-ily be conquer¬ 
ed by the sea; and the beauty and ornament of 
the works was such, as though he had not had 
any difficulty in the operation; for when he had 
mca«nred out as large a space as we have before 
mentioned, he letdown stones into twenty fathom 
water, the greatest part of which were fifty feet 
in length, and nine in depth, and ten in breadth, 
and some still larger. But when the haven was 
filled up to that de pth, he. enlarged that wall 
which was thus already extant above the sea, till 
it was two hundred feet wide, one hundred of 
which had buildings before it, in order to break 
the force of the waves, whence it was called 
Procnmatia, or the first breaker of the waves; 
but the rc«t of the space was under a stone wall 
that ran round it. On this wall were very large 
towers, the principal and most beautiful of which 
was called Drusium, from Drusus, who was son- 
in-law to Caesar. 

7. There were also a great number of arches, 
where the mariners dwelt; and all the places 
before them round about was a large valley, or 
walk, for a quay [or landing-place] to those that 
came on shore; but the entrance was on the 
north, because the north wind was there the 

•That Josephus speaks trnlli when lie assures ns, 
that “the haven of this Ctrsarea was made hy Herod 
not less, nny rat her larger, tlnn Hint famous haven at 
Athens, called the. Pyrcum," will appear, says Dean 
Atdrlrh, to him who compares the description of that 
at Athens in Thucydides and Pnnsanias with this of 
Cnrsnrea in Josephus here, and in the Auiiq. b. xv. 
chap. ix. sect. fi;nnd h. xvii. chap. lx. sect. I. 

t These buildings of cities hy the name of Ctrsar, and 
Institution of solemn games In honor of Augustus Ccc- 
sar, as here and in the Anlitpiitics related of Herod by 


most gentle of all the winds. At the mouth of 
the haven were on each side three great Colossi, 
supported bv pillars, where those Colossi that 
are on your lett hand, as you sail into the port, 
are supported by a solid tower, but those on the 
right hand are supported by two upright stones 
joined together, which stones were larger than 
that tower which was on the other side of the 
entrance. Now there were continual edifices 
joined to the haven, which were also themselves 
of white stone; and to this haven did the navrow 
streets of the city lead, and were built at equal 
distances one from another. And over against 
the mouth of the haven, upon an elevation, there 
was a temple for Caesar, which was excelleL» 
both in beauty and largeness; and therein was a 
Colossus of Caesar, not less than that of Jupiter 
Olympius, which it was made to resemble. The 
other Colossus of Rome was equal to that of Juno 
at Argos. So lie dedicated the city to the pro¬ 
vince, and the haven to the sailors there, but the 
honor of the building he ascribed to C£csar,f and 
named it Caesarea accordingly. 

8. He also built the other edifices, the amphi¬ 
theatre, and theatre, and market-place, in a 
manner agreeable to that denomination; and ap¬ 
pointed games every fifth year, and called them, 
in like manner, Cre.-ar’s games; and he first him¬ 
self proposed the largest prizes upon the hun¬ 
dred ninety-second Olympiad; in wnich not only 
the victor* themselves, but those that came next 
to them, and even those that came in the third 
place, were partakers of his royal bounty. He 
also rebuilt Anthedon. a city that lay on the 
coast, and had been demolished in the wars, and 
named Agrippium. Moreover, he had so very 
great a kindness for his friend Agrippa, that he 
had his name engraven upon that gate which he 
had himself erected in the temple. 

9. Ilerod was also a lover of his father, if any 
other person ever was so; for he made a monu¬ 
ment for his father, even that city which he built 
in the finest plain that was in his kingdom, and 
which had rivers and trees in abundance, and 
named it Antipatris. He also built a wall about 
a citadel that lay above Jericho, and was a very 
strong and very fine building, and dedicated it to 
his mother, and called it Cypros. Moreover, he 
dedicated a tower that was at Jerusalem, and 
called it by the name of his brother Phasaelus, 
whose structure, largeness, and magnificence, we 
shall describe hereafter. He also built another 
city in the valley that leads northward from 
Jericho, and named it Phasaelis. 

10. And as he transmitted to eternity his fami¬ 
ly and friends, so did he. not neglect a memorial 
lor himself, but built a fortress upon a moun¬ 
tain towards Arabia, and named it from himself 
llerodium;} and he called that hill that was of 
the shape of a woman's breast, and was sixty 
furlongs distant from Jerusalem, by the same 
name. Ho also bestowed much curious art upon 
it, with great ambition, and built round towers 
all about the top of it, and filled up the remaining 
space with the most costly palaces round about, 
insomuch, that not only the sight of the inner 
apartments was splendid, but great wealth was 
laid out on the outward walls, and partitions, and 
roofs also. Besides this, he brought a mighty 
quantity of water from a great distance, and at 
vast charge*, and raised an ascent to it of two 
hundred steps of the whitest murble, for the hill 

Josephus, the Roman historians attest to as tilings then 
frequent in the provinces of that empire, as Dean Aid- 
rich observes on this chapter. 

I There were two cities or citadels railed llcrodium 
in Judea, and Doth mentioned by Josephus, not only 
here, tail Antiq. h. xiv. chap. xiii. sect. 9; In x. eh. Ix. 
sect. 9, Of the War. b. i. chap. xiii. sect. 8 ;h. iii. ch. iii. 
sect. 5. One of them was £00,and the other CO furlongs 
distant from Jerusalem. One of them is mentioned by 
Pliny, Hist. Nat. b. v. ch. xiv. as Dean Aldrich observes 
here. 
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was itself moderately high, and entirely factitious. 
He also built other palates about the roots of the 
hill, sufficient to receive the furniture that was 
put into them, with his friends also; insomuch, 
that on account of its containing- all necessaries, 
the fortress might seem to be a city, but, by the 
bounds it had, a palace only. 

11. And when he had built so much, he showed 
the greatness of his soul to no small number of 
foreign cities. He built places for exercise at 
Tripoli, and Damascus, and Ptolemais; he built a 
wall about Byblus, as also large *--joius, and clois¬ 
ters. and temples, and market-places at Bcrytus 
and Tyre, with theatres at Sidon and Damascus. 
He also built aqueducts for those Laodiceans who 
lived by the seaside; and for those of Ascalon he 
built baths and costly fountains, as also cloisters 
round a court, that were admirable both for their 
workmanship and largeness. Moreover, he de¬ 
dicated groves and meadows to some people: 
nay, not a few cities there were who had lands of 
his donation, as if they were parts of his own 
kingdom. He also bestowed annual revenues, 
and those for ever also, on the settlements for 
exercises, and appointed for them, as well as for 
the people of Cos, that such rewards should 
never be wanting. lie also gave corn to all such 
as wanted it, and conferred upon Rhodes large 
sums of tucaey for building ships, and this he did 
in many places, and frequently also. And when 
Apollo’s temple had been burnt down, he rebuilt 
it at his own charges, alter a better manner than 
it was before. What need I speak of the presents 
he made to the Lyceans and Samnians? or of his 
great liberality through all Ionia? and that ac¬ 
cording to every body’s wants of them. And are 
not the Athenians, and Lacedemonians, and Ni- 
copolitans, and that l’ergamus which is in My- 
sia, full of donations that Herod presented them 
withal ? And as for (hat large open place be¬ 
longing to Antioch in Syria, did not be pave it 
with polished marble, though it were twenty 
furlongs long? and this when it was shunned by 
all men before, because it was full of dirt and fil¬ 
thiness, when he besides adorned the same place 
with a cloister of the same length. 

12. It is true, a man may say, these were fa¬ 
vors peculiar to those particular places, on 
which he bestowed his benefits; but then what 
favors he bestowed on the Eleans was a dona¬ 
tion not only in common to all Greece, but to all 
the habitable earth, as far as the glory of the 
Olympic games reached. For when he per¬ 
ceived that they were come to nothing for want 
of money, and that the only remains of ancient 
Greece were in a manner gone, he not only be¬ 
came one of the combatants in that return of the 
fifth year games, which in his sailing to Rome he 
happened to be present at, but he settled upon 
them revenues of money for perpetuity, insomuch, 
that this memorial as a combatant there can never 
fail. It would be an infinite task if I should 
go over his payments of people’s debts, or tri¬ 
butes, for them, as he eased the people of Pha- 
saclus, of Batanea, and of the small cities about 
Cilicia, of those annual pensions they before 
paid. However, the fear he was in much dis¬ 
turbed the greatness of his soul, lest he should be 
exposed to envy, or seem to hunt after greater 
things than he ought, while he bestowed more 
liberal gifts upon these cities, than did their own¬ 
ers themselves. 

13. Now Herod had a body suited to his soul, 
and was ever a most excellent hunter, where he 
generally had good success, by the means of his 
great skill in riding horses; for in one day he 
caught forty wild beasts;* that country breeds 
also bears, and the greatest part of it is reple¬ 
nished with stags and wild asses. He was also 

* Here seems to he a small defect in the copies, which 
describe the wild beasts which were hunted in a certain 
country by Herod, without naming any such country at 
all. 


such a warrior as could not be withstood: many 
men, therefore, there are who have stood amazed 
at his readiness in his exercises, when they saw 
him (brow the javelin directly forward, and shoot 
the arrow upon the mark. And then, besides 
these performances of his, depending on his own 
strength of mind and body, fortune was also verv 
favorable^to him; for he seldom failed of success 
in his wars; and when he failed, he was not him¬ 
self the occasion of such failings, but he either 
was betrayed by some, or the rashness of his own 
soldiers procured his defeat. 

CHAP. XXII. 

The murder of Aristohulus and Hyrcanus , the 

High Priests; as also of JIariamnc, the Queen. 

J 1. However, fortune was avenged on Herod 
in his external great successes, by raising him 
up domestic troubles; and he began to have wild 
disorders in his family, on account of his wife, of 
whom he was so very fond. For when he came 
to the government, he sent away her whom he 
had betnre married when he was a private per¬ 
son, and who was born at Jerusalem, whose 
name was Doris, and married Mariamne, the 
daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristohulus; 
on whose account disturbances aro>e in his fa¬ 
mily, and that in part very soon, but chiefly after 
his return from Rome. For first of all he ex¬ 
pelled Antipater, the son of Doris, for the sake 
of his sons by Mariamne, out of the city, and 
permitted him to come thither at no other times 
than at the festivals. After this he slew his wife’s 
grandfather, llyrcanus, when he was returned 
out of Parthia to him, under this pretence, that 
he suspected him of plotting against him. Now 
this Hyrcanus had been carried captive to Bar- 
zapharnes, when he overran Syria; but those of- 
his own country beyond Euphrates were desirous 
he would stay with them, and this out of the com¬ 
miseration they had for his condition; and had 
he complied with their desires, when they ex¬ 
horted him not to go over the river to Herod, he 
had not perished; but the marriage of his grand¬ 
daughter [to Herod] was his temptation; for as 
he relied upon him, and was over fond of his own 
country, he came back to it. Herod's provoca¬ 
tion was this, not that Hyrcanus made any at¬ 
tempt to gain the kingdom, but that it was fitter 
for him to be their kiug than for Herod. 

2. Now of the five children which llerod had 
by Mariamne, two of them were daughters, and 
tfirce were sons; and the youngest of these sons 
was educated at Rome, and there died: but the 
two eldest he treated as (hose of royal blood, on ac¬ 
count of the nobility of their mother, and because 
they were not born till he was king. But then 
what was stronger than all this, was the love he 
bore to Mariamne, and which inflamed him every 
day to a great degree, and so far conspired with 
the other motives, that he felt no other troubles 
on account of her lie loved so entirely. But Ma- 
liamne’s hatred to him was not inferior to his 
love to her. She had indeed but too just a cause 
of indignation, from what he had done, while her 
boldness proceeded from his affection to her; so 
she openly reproached him with what he had 

i clone to her grandfather Hvrcnnus, and to her 
brother Aristohulus; for he had not spared this 
Aristohulus, though he were but a child, for when 
he had given him the high priesthood at the age 
of seventeen, he slew him quickly after he had 
conferred that dignity upon him; but when Aris- 
tobulus had put on the holy vestments, and had 
approached to the altar, at a festival, the multi¬ 
tude, in great crowds, fell into tears; whereupon 
the child was sent by night to Jericho, and was 
there dipped by the Galls, at Herod’s command, 
in a pool till he was drowned. 

3. For these reasons Mariamne reproached 
Herod, and his sister nud mother, after a most 
contumelious manner, while he was dumb on ac- 

j couut of his affection for her vet had the women 





WARS OF THE JEWS. 


43G 


great indignation at her, and raised a calumnv 
against her, that she was false to his bed ; which 
thing they thought most likely to move Herod to 
anger. They also contrived to have many other 
circumstances believed, in order to make the 
thing more credible, and accused her of having 
sent her picture into Egypt to Antony, and that 
her lust was so extravagant, as to have thus show¬ 
ed herself, though she was absent, to a man that 
ran mad alter women, and to a man that had it in 
his power to use violence to her. This charge 
fell like a thunderbolt upon Herod, and put him 
in disorder; and that especially, because his love 
to her occasioned him to be jealous, and because 
he considered with himself, that Cleopatra was a 
/.hrewd woman, and that on her account Lysa- 
nias the king was taken off, as well as Malichus 
the Arabian: for his fear did not extend to the 
dissolving of his marriage, but to the danger of 
his life. 

4. When therefore he was about to take a jour¬ 
ney abroad, he committed his wife to Joseph, his 
sister Salome’s husband, as to one who would be 
faithful to him, and bore him good-will on ac¬ 
count of their kindred; he also gave him a secret 
injunction, that if Antony slew him, he. would 
slay her. But Joseph, without any ill design, 
and only in order to demonstrate the king’s love 
to his wife, how he could not bear to think of 
being separated from her, even by death itself, 
discovered this grand secret to her; upon which, 
when Herod was come back, and as they talked 
together, he confirmed his love to her by many 
oaths, and assured her that he had never such an 
affection for any other woman as he had for her. 
“Yes,* (says she) thou didst, to be sure, demon¬ 
strate thy love to me by the injunctions thou 
gavest Joseph, when thou commandedst him to 
kill me.” 

5. When he heard that this grand secret was 
discovered, he was like a distracted man, and 
?aid, that Joseph would never have disclosed that 
injunction of his, unless he had debauched her. 
His passion also made him stark mad, and leap¬ 
ing out of his bed, he ran about the palace after 
a wild manner; at which time his sister Salome 
took the opportunity also to blast her reputation, 
and confirmed his suspicion about Joseph; where¬ 
upon, out of his ungovernable jealousy and rage, 
he commanded both of them to be slain imme¬ 
diately; but as soon as ever his passion was over, 
he repented of what he had done, and as soon as 
his anger was worn off, his affections were kin¬ 
dled again. And, indeed, the flame of his de¬ 
sires for her was so ardent, that he could not 
think she was dead, but would appear under his 
disorders to speak to her as if she were still alive, 
till he were better instructed bv time, when his 
grief and trouble, now she was dead, appeared as 
great as his affection had been for her while she 
was living. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

Calumnies against the Sonsof Jllariamne. Jlntipa- 

ter is preferred bforc them. They are accused 

before Casar, and Jlerodis reconciled to them. 

$ 1. Now Mariamue’s sons were heirs to that 
hatred which had been borne their mother, and 
when they considered the greatness of Herod’s 
crime towards her, they were suspicious of him 
as of an enemy of theirs; and this first while they 
were eduented at Koine, hut still more when 
they were returned to Judea. ’Phis temper of 
theirs increased upon them, as they grew up to 
he men; and when they were come to an age fit 
for marriage, the one of them married their aunt 

•Here is either a defect or a great mistake in Jose- 
plms’s present copies or memory: for Mnrmnnc did not 
now reproach Herod wiLli this Ids first injunction 10 Jo¬ 
seph to kill her, if he himself were slain by Antony, 
hut that he had given the like command a second lime 
to Poemus also, when lie was afraid of beiug slain by 
Augustus, Ant. b. xv. eh. HI. sect.o. 


Salome’s daughter, which Salome had been the 
accuser of their mother; the other married the 
daughter of Arehelnus, king of Cappadocia. And 
now they used boldness in speaking, as well as 
bore hatred in their minds. Now those that ca¬ 
lumniated them took a handle from such their 
boldness, and certain of them spoke now more 
plainly to the king that there were treacherous 
designs laid against him by both his sons, and he 
that was son-in-law to Archelaus, relying upon 
his father-in-law, was preparing to fly away, in 
order to accuse Herod before Cassar; and when 
Herod’s head had been long enough filled with 
these calumnies, he brought Antipater, whom he 
had by Doris, into favor again, as a defence to 
him against his other sons, and began all the ways 
he possibly could to prefer him before them. 

2. But these sons were not able to bear this 
change in their affairs, for when they saw him 
that was born of a mother of no family, the no¬ 
bility of their birth made them unable to contain 
their indignation; but whensoever they were un¬ 
easy, they showed the anger they had at it. And 
as these sons did day after day improve in that 
their anger, Antipater already exercised all his 
own abilities, which were very great, in flatter¬ 
ing his father, and in contriving many sorts of 
calumnies against his brethren, while he told 
some stories of them himself, and put it upon 
other proper persons to raise other stories against 
tlipm, till at length he entirely cut his brethren 
off from all hopes of succeeding to the kingdom; 
for he was already publicly put into his father’s 
will as his successor. Accordingly, he was sent 
with royal ornaments, and other marks of royalty, 
to Ctesar, excepting the diadem. He was also 
able in time to introduce his mother again into 
Mariamne’s bed. The. two sorts of weapons he 
made use of against his brethren, were flattery 
and calumny, whereby he brought matters pri¬ 
vately to such a pass, that the king had thoughts 
of putting his sons to death. 

3. So the father drew Alexander as far as 
Rome, and charged him ivith an attempt of poi¬ 
soning him before Cresar. Alexander could hard¬ 
ly speak for lamentation, but having a judge that 
w f as more skilful than Antipater, and more wise 
than Herod, he modestly avoided laying any im¬ 
putation upon his father, but with great strength 
of reason confuted the calumnies laid against 
him; and when he had demonstrated the inno- 
cency of his brother, who was in the like danger 
with himself, he at last bewailed the craftiness 
of Antipatcr, and the disgrace they were under, 
lie was enabled also to justify himself, not only 
by a clear conscience, which he carried with him, 
but by his eloquence; for he w r as a shrewd man 
in making speeches. And upon his saying at last, 
that if his father objected this crime to them, it 
was in his power to put them to death, he made 
all the audience weep; and he brought Cresar to 
that pass, as to reject the accusation, and to re¬ 
concile their father to them immediately. But 
the conditions of their reconciliation were these, 
that they should in all things be obedient to their 
father, and that he should have power to leave 
the. kingdom to which of them he pleased. 

4. Alter this the king came back from Rome 
and seemed to have, forgiven his sons upon these 
accusations; but still so, that he was not without 
his suspicions of them. They were followed by 
Antipater, who was the fountain-head of those 
accusations; yet did not he openly discover his 
hatred to them, as revering him that had recon¬ 
ciled them. But as Herod sailed bv Cilicia, he 
touched at Eleusa,f where Archelaus treated 

f That tills islnnd Elcusa, afterward cnlled Scbaste , 
near Cilicia, had in ittheroynl palace of this Archelaus, 
king of Cappadocia, Strabo testifies, li. xv. p. 678. Ste- 
• phnnus of Byznntium also calls it “An island of Cilicia, 

I which is nowSchaste :both whose testimonies are per 
tincntly tiled here liy I)r. Hudson.See the same history 
Antiq. b. xvi. ch. x. sect. 7. 
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them in the most obliging manner, and gave 
him thanks for the deliverance of his son-in-law, 
and was much pleased at their reconciliation 5 
and this the more, because he had formerly 
written to his friends at Rome, that they should 
be assisting to Alexander at his trial. So he 
conducted Herod as far as Zephyrium, and made 
him presents to the value of thirty talents. 

5. Now when Herod was come to Jerusalem, 
he gathered the people together, and presented 
to them his three sons, and gave them an apolo¬ 
getic account of his absence, and “ thanked God 
greatly, and thanked Cassar greatly also, for 
settling his house when it was under disturb¬ 
ances, and had procured concord among his sons, 
which was of greater consequence than the king¬ 
dom itself, and which I will render still more 
firm ; for Caesar hath put into my power to dis¬ 
pose of the government, and to appoint my suc¬ 
cessor. Accordingly, in way of requital for his 
kindness, and in order to provide for mine own 
advantage, I do declare, that these three sons of 
mine shall be kings. And, in the first place, I 
pray for the approbation of God to what I am 
about; and, in the next place, I desire your ap- 
robation. The age of one of them, and the no- 
ility of the other two, should procure them the 
succession. Nay, indeed, my kingdom is so 
large, that it may be sufficient for more kings. 
Now do you keep those in their places whom 
Caesar hath joined, and their father hath appoint¬ 
ed ; and do not you pay undue or unequal re¬ 
spects to them, but to every one according to 
the prerogative of their births; for he that pays 
such respects unduly, will thereby not make him 
that is honored beyond what his age requires 
so joyful, as he will make him that is dishonored 
sorrowful. As for the kindred and friends that 
are to converse with them, 1 will appoint them 
to each of them, and will so constitute them, 
that they may be securities for their concord; as 
well knowing, that the ill tempers of those with 
whom they converse, will produce quarrels and 
contentions among them: but that, if tho«e with 
whom they converse be of good tempers, they 
will preserve their natural affections for one an¬ 
other. But still I desire, that not these only, but 
all the captains of my army, have, for the pre¬ 
sent, their hopes placed on me alono; for 1 do 
not give away my kingdom to these my sons, 
but give them royal honors only; whereby it 
will come to pass, that they will enjoy the sweet 
parts of government as rulers themselves, but 
that the burden of the administration will rest 
upon myself, whether I will or not. And let 
every one consider what age I am of, how I have 
conducted my life, and what piety I have exer¬ 
cised: for my age is not so great, that men may 
soon expect the end of my life; nor have I in¬ 
dulged such a luxurious wav of living as cuts 
men off when they arc young; and we have 
been so religious towards God, that we [have 
reason to hope we] may arrive at a very great 
age. But for such as cultivate a friendship with 
my sons, so as to aim at my destruction, the\ 
shall be punished by me on their account. 1 am 
not one who envy my own children, and there¬ 
fore forbid men to pay them great respect; but 
I know that such [extravagant J respect a are the 
way to make them insolent. And if every one 
that comes near them does but revolve this in 
his mind, that if he proves a good man, he shall 
receive a reward from me; that if he proves se¬ 
ditious, his ill-intended complaisance shall get 
him nothing from him to whom it is shown; I 
suppose they will all be of my side, that is, of 
my sons’ side; for it will be for their advantage 
that I reign, and that I be at concord with them. 
But do you, O my good children, rellec.t upon the 
holiness of nature itself, by whose means natural 
affection is preserved, even among wild beasts; 
in the next place reflect upon Ctesar, who hath 
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made this reconciliation among us: and, in the 
third place, reflect upon me, who entreat you to 
do what l have power to command you: continue 
brethren. I give you royal garments, and royal 
honors; and I pray to God to preserve what I 
have determined, in case you be at concord one 
with another.” When the king had thus spoken, 
and had saluted every one of his sons alter an 
obliging manner, he dismissed the multitude, 
some of whom gave their a>sent to what lie had 
said, and wished it might take effect accordingly; 
but for those who wished for a change of affairs, 
they pretended they did not so much as hear 
what he said. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

The JMalice of Antipater and Doris. Alexander 
is very uneasy on Glaphyra’s Account. H rod 
pardons Pheroras whom he suspected, and Sa¬ 
lome , whom he knew to make mischief among 
them. Herod $ Eunuchs are tortured, and Alex¬ 
ander is bound. 

$1. But now the quarrel that was between them, 
still accompanied these brethren when they p nt- 
ed, and the suspicions they had one of the oiher 
grew worse. Alexander and Aristobulus were 
much grieved that the privilege of the fir^t-born 
was confirmed to Antipater, as was Antipater 
very angry at his brethren, that they were to 
succeed him. But then this la^t being of a dis¬ 
position that was mutable and politic, he knew 
how to hold his tongue, and used a great deal of 
cunning, and thereby concealed the hatred he 
bore to them; while*the former, depending on 
the nobility of their births, had every thing upon 
their tongues which was in their minds. Many 
also there were who provoked them further, and 
many of their [seeming] friends insinuated them¬ 
selves into their acquaintance, to spy out what 
they did. Now every thing that was said by 
Alexander was presently brought to Antipater, 
and from Antipater it was brought to Herod 
with additions. Nor could the young man say 
any thing in the simplicity of his heart, without 
giving offence, but what he said was still turned 
to calumny against him. And if lie had been at 
any time a little free in his conversation, g. eat 
imputations were forged from the smallest occa¬ 
sions. Antipater also was perpetually setting 
some to provoke him to speak, that the lies he 
,raised of him might seem tu have some founda¬ 
tion of truth; and if, among the many stories 
that were given out, but one of them coul be 
proved true, that was supposed to imply the rest 
to be true also. And as to Antipater s friends, 
they were all either naturally so cautious in 
speaking, or had been so far bribed to conceal 
tneir thoughts, that nothing of the?e grand se¬ 
crets got abroad by their means. Nor should one 
be mistaken if he called the life of Antipatf r a 
mystery of wickedness; for he either corru ted 
Alexande r’s acquaintance with money, or got nto 
their favor by flatteries; by which two men he 
gained all his designs, and brought them to b< 'ray 
their master, and to steal awa\. and reveal r ther 
what lie did or said. Thus Hid he act n art 
very cunningly in all points,and wrought hi elf 
a passage by his calumnies, with the gn est 
shrewdness; while he put on a face as it tie v re 
a kind brother to Alexander and Ari-tobulus. ut 
suborned other men to inform ot what tin \ jid 
to Herod. And when any thing was told ag mst 
Alexander, he would come in and pretend L i be 
of his side,] and would begin to contradict wnal 
was said; but would afterward contrive matters 
so privately, that the king should have an m ig- 
nation at him His general aim was this t> lay 
a plot, and to make it be believed that Alexander 
lay in wait to kill his father; for nothing afforded 
so great a continuation to these calumnies as did 
Antipater’s apologies for him. 

2. By these methods Herod was inflamed, 

2 n2 
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and, as much as his natural affection to the young 
men did every day diminish, so much did it in¬ 
crease toward Antipater. The courtiers also in¬ 
clined to the same conduct, some of their own 
accord, and others hv the king’s injunction, as 
particularly did Ptolemy, the king’s dearest 
triend, as also the king’s brethren, and all his 
children; for Antipater was all in all: and what 
**as the bitterest part of all to Alexander, Anti- 
water’s mother was also all in all; she was one 
that gave counsel against them, and was more 
harsh than a stepmother, and one that hated the 
queen’s sons more than is usual to hate sons-in- 
law. All men did therefore already pay their 
respects to Antipater, in hopes of advantage; 
and it wan the king’s command which alienated 
every body [from the brethren,] he having given 
this charge to his most intimate friends, that they 
should not come near, nor pay any regard to 
Alexander, or to his friends. Herod was also be¬ 
come terrible, not only to his domestics about the 
court, but to his friends abroad; for Cresar had 
given such a privilege to no other king as he had 
given to him, which was this, that he might fetch 
back any one that fled from him, even out of a 
city that was not under his own jurisdiction. 
ISow the young men were not acquainted with 
the calumnies raised against them; for which 
reason they could not guard themselves against 
them, but fell under them; for their father did 
not make any public complaints against either 
of them; though in a little time they perceived 
how things were, by his coldacss to them, and 
by the great uneasiness he showed upon any 
thing that troubled him. Antipater had also 
made their uncle Pheroras to be their enemy, as 
well as their annt Salome, while he was always 
• talking with her, as with a wife, and irritating 
her against them. Moreover, Alexander's wife, 
Glaphyra, augmented this hatred against them, 
by deriving her nobility and genealogy [from 
great persons,] and pretending that >he was a 
lady superior to all others in that kingdom, as 
being cierived by her lather’s side from Teme- 
nus, and by her mother’s side from Darius, the 
son of Hystaspes. She also frequently reproach¬ 
ed Herod’s sister and wives with the ignobility 
of their descent: and that they were everyone 
chosen by him for their beauty, but not for their 
family. Vow those wives of his were not a few; 
it being of old permitted to the Jews to marry, 
many wives;* and this king delighted in many, 
all of whom hated Alexander, on account of Gla¬ 
phyra’s boasting and reproaches. 

3. jVay, Aristobulus nad raised a quarrel be¬ 
tween himself and Salome, who was his mother- 
in-law, besides the anger he had conceived at 
Glaphyra’s reproaches; for he perpetually up¬ 
braided his wife with the meanness of her family, 
and complained, that ns he had married a woman 
of a low family, so had his brother Alexander 
married one oi‘ royal blood. At this Salome’s 
daughter wept, and told it her with this addition, 
that Alexander threatened the mothers of his 
other brethren, that when he should come to the 
crown, he would make them weave with their 
maidens, and would make those brothers of his 
country schoolmasters; and broke this je9t upon 
them, that they had been very carefully instruct¬ 
ed to fit them for such an employment. Here¬ 
upon Salome could not contain her anger, but 
told all to Herod: nor could her testimony be sus¬ 
pected, since it was against her own son-in-law. 
There was also another calumny that ran abroad, 
and inflamed the king’s mind; for he heard that 

* That it was an immemorial custom among the Jews, 
and their forefathers, the patriarchs, to have sometimes 
more wives, or wives and concutdnes, Ilian one ai the 
same time, and that this polygnmy was not dircctly/or- 
bidden in the law of Moses, is evident; but that poly¬ 
gamy was ever properly and distinctly permitted in that 
law of Moses, in the places here cited by Dean Aldrich, 
Deut. xvii. 10, 17, or xxi. 15, or indeed, any where else. 


these sons of his were perpetually speaking of 
their mother, and among their lamentations for 
her, did not abstain from cursing him; and that 
when he had made presents of any of Mariara- 
ne’s garments to his later wives, these threaten¬ 
ed, that in a little time, instead of royal gar¬ 
ments, they would clothe them in no better than 
haircloth. 

4. A'ow upon these accounts, though Ilcrod 
was soniewhac afraid of the young men’s high 
spirit, yet did he not despair of reducing them to 
a better mind; but before he went to Rome, 
whither he was now going by sea, he called them 
to him, and partly threatened them a little, as a 
king; but for the main, he admonished them as a 
father, and exhorted them to love their brethren, 
and told them that he would pardon their former 
otfences, if they would amend for the time to 
come. But they refuted the calumnies that had 
been raised of them, and said they were false, 
and alleged that their actions were sufficient for 
their vindication, and said withal, that he him¬ 
self ought to shut his ears against such tales, and 
not be too easy in believing them, for that there 
would never be wanting those that would tell 
lies to their disadvantage, as long as any would 
give ear to them. 

5. When they had th>:s soon pacified him, as 
being their father, they got clear of the present 
fear they were in. Vet did they see occasion 
for sorrow in son.e time afterward: for they 
knew that Salome, as well as their uncle Phe¬ 
roras, were ".heir enemies; who were both of 
them heavy and severe persons, and especially 
Pheroras, who was a partner with Herod in aft 
the affairs of the kingdom, excepting his diadem. 
He had also a hundred talents of his own reve¬ 
nue, and enjoyed the advantage of all the land 
beyond Jordan, which he had received as a gift 
from his brother, and who had asked of Caesar 
to make him a tetrarch, as he was made accord¬ 
ingly. Herod had also given him a wife out of 
the royal family, who was no other than his own 
wife’s sister, and after her death had solemnly 
espoused to him his own eldest daughter, with a 
dowry of three hundred talents: but Pheroras 
refused to consummate this royal marriage out 
of his affection to a maid-servant of his. Upon 
which account Herod was very angry, and gave 
that daughter in marriage to a brother’s son of 
his [Joseph,] who was slain afterward by the 
Partnians; but in some time he laid aside his an¬ 
ger agaiust Pheroras, and pardoned him, as one 
not able to overcome his foolish passion for the 
maid-servant. 

6. Aay, Pheroras had been accused long be¬ 
fore, while the queen Mariamne was alive, as if 
he were in a plot to poison Herod; and there 
came then so great a number of informers, that 
Herod himself, though he wasan exceeding lover 
of his brethren, was brought to believe what was 
said, and to be afraid of it also; and when he had 
brought many of those that were under suspi¬ 
cion to the torture, he came at last to Pheroras’s 
own friends; none of which did openly confess 
the crime, but they owned that he had made pre¬ 
paration to take her whom he loved, and run 
away to the Parthians. Costobarus also, the hus¬ 
band of Salome, to whom the king had given hei 
ia marriage, after her former linsoand had been 

ut to death for adultery, was instrumental in 

ringing about this contrivance and flight of his. 
JVor did Salome escape all calumny upon herself; 
for her brother Pheroras accused her, that she had 
made an agreement to marry Syllcus, the procu- 

docs not appear tome. And what our Saviour says 
about the common Jewish divorces, which may lay 
much greater claim to such a permission than poly - 
gamy, seems to ine true in this case also; that Moses, 
for the hardness of their hearts, suffered them to have 
several wives at the same time, hut that from the be¬ 
ginning it was not «<7, Matt.xix.8, Mark x. 5. 
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rator of Obodas, king of Arabia, who was at a bit¬ 
ter enmity with Herod; but when she was con¬ 
victed of this, and of all that Pheroras had ac¬ 
cused her of, she obtained her pardon. The king 
also pardoned Pheroras himself the crimes he 
had been accused of. 

7. But the storm of the whole family was re¬ 
moved to Alexander, and all of it rested upon 
his head. There were three eunuchs who were 
in the highest esteem with the king, as was plain 
by the offices they were in about him; for one of 
them was appointed to be his butler, another of 
them got his supper ready for him, and the third 
put him into bed, and lay down by him. Now 
Alexander had prevailed with these men, by 
large gifts, to let him use them after an obscene 
manner; which, when it was told to the king, 
they were tortured, and found guilty, and pre- 
sentl}- confessed the criminal conversation he had 
with them. They also discovered the promises 
by which they were induced so to do, and how 
they were deluded by Alexander, who had told 
them, that “they ought not to fix their hopes 
upon Herod, an old man, and one so shameless 
as to color his hair, unless they thought that 
would make him young again; but they ought 
to fix their attention on him, who was to be his 
successor in the kingdom whether he w'ould or 
not; and who in no long time would avenge him¬ 
self on his enemies, and make his friends happy 
and blessed, and themselves in the first place: 
that the men of power did already pay respects 
to Alexander privately; and that the captains of 
the soldiery, and the officers, did secretly come 
to him.” 

8. These confessions did so terrify Herod, that 
he durst not immediately publish them; but he 
sent spies abroad privately by night and by day, 
who should make a close inquiry after all that 
was done and said; and when any were but sus¬ 
pected [of treason,] he put them to death, inso¬ 
much that the palace was full of horribly unjust 
proceedings, for every body forged calumnies, 
as they were themselves in a state of enmity or 
hatred against others; and many there were who 
abused the king’s bloody passion to the disad¬ 
vantage of those with whom they had quarrels, 
and lies were easily believed, and punishments 
were inflicted sooner than the calumnies were 
forged: he who had just then been accusing ano¬ 
ther, was accused himself, and was led away to 
execution together with him whom he had con¬ 
victed; for the danger the king was in of his life 
made examinations be very short. He also pro¬ 
ceeded to such a degree of bitterness, that he 
could not look on any of those that were not ac¬ 
cused with a pleasant countenance, but was in 
the most barbarous disposition towards his own 
friends. Accordingly, he forbade a great man} r 
of them to come to court, and to those whom he 
hnd not power to punish actually, he spoke 
harshly; but for Antipater, he insulted Alexan¬ 
der, now he was under his misfortunes, and got 
a stout company of his kindred together, and 
raised all sorts of calumny against him: and for 
the king, he was brought to such a degree of ter¬ 
ror by those prodigious slanders and contrivan¬ 
ces, that he fancied he saw Alexander coming 
to him with a drawn sword in his hand; so he 
caused him to be seized upon immediately and 
bsjund, and fell to examining his frit nds by tor¬ 
ture, many of whom died [under the torture] but 
would discover nothing, nor say any thing against 
their consciences; but some of them, being 
forced to speak falsely by the pains they endured, 
said that Alexander, and his brother Aristobulus, 
plotted against him, and w’aited for an opportu¬ 
nity to kill him as he was hunting, and then fly¬ 
away to Rome. These accusations, though they 
were of an incredible nature, and only framed 
upon, the great distress they were in, were readily 
believed by the king, who thought it some coiu- 
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fort to him, after he had bound his son that it 
might appear he had not done it unjustly. 

CHAP. XXV. 

Archelaus procures Reconciliation between Alex¬ 
ander , fheroras, and Herod . 

§ 1. Now as to Alexander, since he perceived 
it impossible to persuade his father [that he was 
innocent,] he resolved to meet his calamities, how 
severe soever they were; so he composed four 
books against his enemies; and confessed that he 
had been in a plot; but declared withal that the 
greatest part [of the courtiers] were in a plot 
with him, and chiefly Pheroras and Salome; nay, 
that Salome once came and forced him to lie with 
her in the night time, whether he would or no. 
These books were put into Herod’s hands, and 
made a great clamor against the men in power. 
And now it was that Archelaus came hastily into 
Judea, as being affrighted for his son-in-law, and 
his daughter; and he came as a proper assistant, 
and in a very prudent manner, and by a strata¬ 
gem he obliged the king not to execute what he 
had threatened; for when he was come to him, 
he cried out, “Where in the world is this wretch¬ 
ed son-in-law of mine? Where shall I see the 
head of him who had contrived to murder his 
father, which I will tear to pieces with my own 
hands? I will do the same also to mv daughter, 
who hath such a fine husband: for although she 
be not a partner in the plot, yet, by being the 
wife of such a creature, she is polluted. And I 
cannot but admire at thy patience, against whom 
this plot is laid, if Alexander be still alive; for as 
I came with what haste I could from Cappadocia, 
I expected to find him put to death for his crimes 
long ago; but still in order to make an examina¬ 
tion with thee about my daughter, whom out of 
regard to thee, and thy dignity, I had espoused 
to him in marriage; but now we must take coun¬ 
sel about them both; and if thy palernai affec¬ 
tion be so great, that thou canst not punish thy 
son, who hath plotted against thee, let us change 
our right hands and let us succeed one to the 
other in expressing our rage upon this occasion.” 

2. When he had made this pompous declara¬ 
tion, he got Herod to remit of his anger, though 
he was in disorder, who thereupon gave him the 
books which Alexander had composed to be read 
by him, and as he came to every head, he con¬ 
sidered of it, together with Herod. So Archelaus 
took hence the occasion for that stratagtiu which 
he made use of, and by degrees he laid the blame 
on those men whose names were in these books, 
and especially upon Pheroras; and when he saw 
that the king believed him [to be in earnest,] he 
said, “ We must consider whether the young man 
be not himself plotted against by such a number 
of wicked wretches, and not thou plotted against 
by the joung man; for I cannot see any occa¬ 
sion for his falling into so horrid a crime, since 
he enjoys the advantages of royalty already, and 
has the expectation ot being one of thy succes-. 
sors: 1 mean this, unless there were some per¬ 
sons that persuade him to it, and such persons as 
make an ill use of the facility they know there is 
to persuade young men; for by such persons, not 
only young men are sometimes imposed upon, 
but old men also, and by them sometimes are the 
most illustrious families and kingdoms overturn¬ 
ed.” 

3. Herod assented to what he had said, and, 
by degrees, abated of his anger against Alexan¬ 
der; but was more angry at Pheroras; tor the 
principal subject of the four books was Phero¬ 
ras, who perceiving that the king's inclinations 
changed on a sudden, and that Arclielaus’s friend¬ 
ship could do every thing with him, and that he 
had no honorable method of preserving himself, 
lie procured his safety by his impudence. So he 
left Alexander, and had recourse to Archelaus. 
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who to d him. That “ he did not see how he rould 
get him excused, now he was directly caught in 
10 many crimes, whereby it was evidently de¬ 
monstrated that he had plotted against the king, 
nnd had been the cause of those misfortunes 
which the young man was now under, unless he 
would moreover leave off his cunning knavery, 
and his denials of what he was charged withal, 
nnd confess the charge, and implore pardon of 
his brother, who still had a kindness for him; but 
that if he would do so, he would afford him all 
the assistance he was able.” 

4. With this advice I’heroras complied, and 
putting himself into such a habit as might most 
move compassion, he came with black cluth upon 
his body nnd tears in his eves, and threw himself 
down at Herod's feet, and begged his pardon for 
what he had done, and confessed that he had 
acted very wickedly, and was guilty of every 
thing that he had been accused of, and lamented 
that disorder of his mind and distraction which 
his love to a woman, he said, had brought him to. 
So when Archelaus had brought I’heroras to ac¬ 
cuse and bear witness against himself, he then 
made an excuse for him, and mitigated Herod’s 
anger towards him, and this by using certain do¬ 
mestic examples; “ for that wlicn he had suffered 
much greater mischiefs from a brother of his own, 
he preferred the obligations of nature before the 
passion of revenge; because it is in kingdoms, as 
it is in gross bodies, where some member or 
other is ever swelled by the body’s weight, in 
which case it is not proper to cut off such mem¬ 
ber, but to heal it by a gentle method of cure.” 

5. Upon Archelnus’s saying this, and much 
more to the same purpose, Herod’s displeasure 
against I’heroras was mollified; yet did he per¬ 
severe in his own indignation against Alexander, 
and said, he would have his daughter divorced, 
and taken away from him, and this till he had 
brought Herod to that pass, that, contrary to his 
former behavior to him, he petitioned Arche¬ 
laus for the young man, and that he would let 
bis daughter continue espoused to him; but Ar¬ 
chelaus made him strongly believe that he would 
permit her to he married to any one else, but not 
to Alexander, because lie looked upon it as a 
very valuable advantage, that the relation they 
had contracted by that affinity, and the privileges 
that went along with it, might be preserved. 
And when the king said, that his son would take 
it for a great favor done to him, if he would not 
dissolve that marriage, especially since they had 
already children between the young man and her, 
and since that wife of his was so well beloved 
by him, and that as while she remains his wife 
she would be a great preservative to him, and 
keep him from offending, as he had formerly 
done; so if she should be once torn away from 
him, she would be the cause of his falling into 
despair; because such young men’s attempts are 
best mollified, when they arc diverted from them 
by settling their affections at home. So Arche¬ 
laus complied with what H« rod desired, but not 
without difficulty, and was both himself recon¬ 
ciled to the young man, rind reconciled his father 
to him also. However, he said he must, by all 
means, be sent to Home to discourse with Caesar, 
because he had alnady written n full account to 
In in of this whole matter. 

6. Thus a pi riod was put to Archclnns’sstrata¬ 
gem, whereby he drlivered his son-in-law out of 
the dangers he was in; hut when these reconci¬ 
liations were over, they sprnt their time in fenst- 
ings and agreeable entertainments. And when 

♦This vile fellow, Eurycles the Lacedemonian,seems 
to have been the same who is mentioned by l*lntnrch, as 
twenty five years before a companion to Stark Antony, 
■ ndns living with Herod; whence he might easily in¬ 
sinuate himself into the acijunintnnce of Herod’s sons, 
Antipnicr nnd Alexander, as Usher, Hudson, and Span- 
heim justly suppose. The reason why his being a 
Spartan rendered him acceptable to the Jews, ns vve 


Archelaus was going away, Herod made him a 
present of seventy talents, with a golden throne 
set with precious stones, and some eunuchs, and 
n concubine who was called Pannychis. He also 
paid due honors to every one of'his friends ac¬ 
cording to their dignity. In like mar. icr did all 
the king’s kindred, by his command, make glo¬ 
rious presents to Archelaus; and so he w.is con¬ 
ducted on his way by Herod and his nobility as 
far as Antioch. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

How Eurycles * calumniated the Sons of J\Jari- 

amne: and how the Apology of Euratus of Cos 
for them had ?io effect. 

$ 1. Now a little afterward there came into 
Judea a man that was much superior to Arche- 
laus’s stratagems, who did not only overturn 
that reconciliation that had been so wisely made 
with Alexander, but proved the occasion of his 
ruin. He was a Lacedemonian, and his name 
was Eurycles. He was so corrupt a man, that 
out of the desire of getting money, he chose to 
live under a king, for Greece could not suffice 
his luxury. lie presented Herod with splendid 
gilts, as a bait which he laid in order to com¬ 
pass his ends, and quickly receiving them back 
again manifold; yet did he esteem bare gifts as 
nothing, unless he imbrued the kingdom in blood 
by his purchases. Accordingly, he imposed upon 
the king by flattering him, and by talking sub- 
tilely to him, as also by the lying encomiums 
which he made upon him; for as ne soon per¬ 
ceived Herod’s blind side, so lie said and did 
every thing that might please him, nnd thereby 
became one of his most intimate friends; for 
both the king and all that were about him, had a 
great regard for this Spartan on account of his 
country.f 

2. Now as soon as this fellow perceived the 
rotten parts of the family, and what quarrels the 
brothers had one with another, and in what dis¬ 
position the father was towards each of them, he 
chose to take his lodging at first in the house of 
Antipater, but deluded Alexander with a pre¬ 
tence of friendship to him, and falsely claimed to 
be an old acquaintance of Archelaus; for which 
reason lie was presently admitted into Alexan¬ 
der’s familiarity as a faithful friend. He also 
soon recommended himself to his brother Aristo- 
bulus. And when he had thus made trial of 
these several persons, he imposed upon one of 
them by one method, and upon another by an¬ 
other. But he was principally hired bv Antipa¬ 
ter, and so betrayed Alexander, nnd this by re¬ 
proaching Antipater, because, while he was the 
eldest son, he overlooked the intrigues of those 
who stood in the wav of his expectations; and 
by reproaching Alexander, because he who was 
l/orn of a quern, nnd was married to a king’s 
daughter, permitted one that ivas born of a 
mean woman to lay claim to the succession, and 
this when he hac) Archelaus to support him in the 
most complete manner. Nor was his advice 
thought to he other than faithful by the young 
man, because of his pretended friendship with Ar¬ 
chelaus: on which account it was that Alexan¬ 
der lamented to him Antipater’s behavior with 
regard to himself, and this without concealing 
nnv thing from him; and how it w f as no wonder 
if Herod, after lie had killed their mother, should 
deprive them of her kingdom, lie also, by a 
bait that he laid for him, procured Aristobulusto 
say the same things. Thus did he inveigle both 
the brothers to make complaints of their father, 

here see lie was,is visible from the public records of (lie 
Jews and Sparta ns, owning those Spartans to he of kin 
to the Jew's, anil derived from their common ancestor 
Abraham, the first patriarch of the Jewish nation 
Antiq. b. xii.rh. iv. sect. 10; b xiii.cli v eect.8, andl 
Mncc.b. xii ch. vii. 

| See the preceding note. 
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and then went to Antipater, and carried these 
rand secrets to him. l ie also added a fiction of 
is own, as if his brothers had laid a plot against 
him, and were almost ready to come upon him 
with their drawn swords. For this intelligence 
he received a great sum of money, and on that 
account he commended Antipater before his fa¬ 
ther, and at length undertook the work of bring¬ 
ing Alexander and Aristobulus to their graves, 
and accused them before their father. So he 
came to Herod and told him, that “ he would 
save his life, as a requital for the favors he had 
received from him, and would preserve his light 
[of life] by way of retribution for his kind en¬ 
tertainment: for that a sword had been long 
■whetted, and Alexander’s right hand had been 
long stretched out against him; but that he had 
laid impediments in his way which prevented his 
speed, and that by pretending to assist him in his 
design: how Alexander said that Herod was not 
contented to reign in a kingdom that belonged to 
others, and to make dilapidations in their mo¬ 
ther’s government, after he had killed her; but 
besides all this, that he introduced a spurious 
successor, and proposed to give the kingdom of 
their ancestors to that pestilent fellow Antipater: 
that he would now appease the ghosts of Hyr- 
canus and Marianme, by taking vengeance on 
him; for that it was not fit for him to take the 
succession to the government from such a father 
without bloodshed: that many things happened 
every day to provoke him so to do, insomuch 
that he can say nothing at all but it affords occa¬ 
sion for calumny against him; for that if any 
mention be made of nobility of birth, even in 
other cases, he is abused unjustly, while his father 
would say, that nobody, to he sure, is of noble 
birth but Alexander, and that his father was in¬ 
glorious for want of such nobility. If they be at 
any time hunting, and he says nothing, he gives 
offence; and if he commends any body, they 
take it in way of jest; that they always find 
their father unmercffully severe, and to have no 
natural affection for any of them but for Anti pater; 
on which accounts, if his plot does not take, he 
is very willing to die; but that in case he kill his 
father, he hath sufficient opportunities for saving 
himself. In the first place, he hath Archelaus 
his father-in-law, to whom he can easily fly; and 
in the next place he hath Ctesar, who hath never 
known Herod’s character to this day; for that he 
shall not appear then before him with that dread 
he used to do, when his father was there to ter¬ 
rify him; and that he will not then produce the 
accusations that concerned himself alone, but 
would, in the first place, openly insist on the ca¬ 
lamities of their nation, and how they are taxed 
to death, and in what ways of luxury and wick¬ 
ed practices that wealth is spent which was got¬ 
ten by bloodshed; what sort of persons they are 
that get our riches, and to whom those cities be¬ 
long, upon whom he bestows his favors; that 
he would have inquiry made what became of his 
grandfather [Hyrcanus,] and his mother [Mari- 
amne,] and would openly proclaim the gross 
wickedness that was in the kingdom; on which 
accounts he should not be deemed a parricide.” 

3. When Eurycles had made this portentous 
speech, he greatly commended Antipater, as the 
onlv child that had an affection for his father, 
and on that account was an impediment to the 
others’plot against him. Hereupon the king, who 
had hardly repressed his anger upon the former 
accusations, was exasperated to an incurable de¬ 
gree. At which time Antipater took another oc¬ 
casion to send in other persons to his father; to 
accuse his brethren, and to tell him, that they 
had privately discoursed with Jucundus and Ty- 
rannus, who had once been masters of the horse 
to the king, but for some offences had been put 
out of that honorable employment. Herod was 
in a very great rage at these informations, and 


presently ordered those men to be tortured; yet 
aid not they confess any thing of what the king 
had been informed, but a certain letter was pro¬ 
duced, as written by Alexander to the governor 
of a castle, to desire him to receive niin and 
Aristobulus into the castle when he had killed 
his father, and to give them weapons, and what 
other assistance he could, upon that occasion. 
Alexander said, that this letter was a forgery of 
Diophantus. This Diophantus was the kmg’s 
secretary, a bold man, and cunning in counter¬ 
feiting any one’s hand; and after he had coun¬ 
terfeited a great number, he was at last put to 
death for it. Herod did also order the governor 
of the castle to be tortured, but got nothing out 
of him of what the accusation suggested. 

4. However, although Herod found the proofs 
too weak, he gave order to have his sons kept in 
custody: for till now they had been at liberty. 
He also called that pest of his family, and forger 
of all this vile accusation, Eurycles, his saviour 
and benefactor, and gave him a reward of fifty 
talents. Upon which he prevented any accurate 
accounts that could come of what he had done, 
by going immediately into Cappadocia, and there 
he got money of Archelaus, having the impu¬ 
dence to pretend that he had reconciled Herod 
to Alexander. He thence passed over into 
Greece, and used what he had thus wickedly got¬ 
ten to the like wicked purposes. Accordingly, 
he was twice accused before Caesar, that he nad 
filled Achaia with sedition, and had plundered its 
cities; and so he was sent into banishment. And 
thus was he punished for what wicked actions he 
had been guilty of about Aristobulus and Alex¬ 
ander. 

5. But it will be now worth while to put Eua- 
ratus of Cos in opposition to this Spartan; for as 
he was one of Alexander’s most intimate friends, 
and came to him in his travels at the same time 
that Eurycles came, so the king put the ques¬ 
tion to him, whether those things of which Alex¬ 
ander was accused were true? He assured him 
upon oath, tlmt he had never heard any such 
things from the young men: yet did this testi¬ 
mony avail nothing for the clearing those misera¬ 
ble creatures; for Herod was only disposed and 
most ready to hearken to what made against 
them; and every one was most agreeable to him 
that would believe they were guilty, and showed 
their indignation at them. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

Herody by Ccesar's Direction , accuses his Sons at 

Bcrytus. They are not produced before the 

Court , but yet are condemned; and in a little 

Time they are sent to Sebaste , and strangled 

there. 

§ 1. Moreover, Salome exasperated Herod’s 
cruelty against his sons; for Aristobulus was 
desirous to bring her, who was his mother-in-law 
and his aunt, into the like dangers with them¬ 
selves: so he sent to her to take care of her own 
safety, and told her, that the king was preparing 
to put her to death, on account of the accusation 
that was laid against her, as if, when she formerly 
endeavored to marry herself to Sylleos the 
Arabian, she had discovered the king’s grand se¬ 
crets to him who was the king’s enemy; and this 
it was that came as the last storm, and entirely 
sunk the young men when they were in great 
danger before. For Salome came running to the 
king, anil informed him of what admonition had 
been given her; whereupon he could bear no 
longer, but commanded both the young men to 
be Found, and kept the one asunder trom the 
other. He also sent Volumnius, the general of 
his army, to Cassar immediately, ns also his friend 
Olympus with him, who carried the information 
in writing along with them. i\o»v, as soon as 
they had sailed to Rome, and delivered the king’s 
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letters to Caesar, Ca?sar was mightily troubled at 
the case of the young men; yet did not he think 
he ought to take the power from the father, of 
condemning his sons: so he wrote hack to him, 
and appointed him to have the power over his 
sons; but said withal, that “he would do well to 
make an examination into this matter of the 
plot against him, in a public court, and to take 
lor his assessors his own kindred, and the govern¬ 
ors of the province: and if those sons be found 
guilty, to nut them to death; but if they appear 
to have thought of no more than Hying away 
from him, that he should in that case moderate 
thpir punishment. 

2. With these directions Herod complied, aod 
came to Berytus, where Caesar had ordered the 
court to be assembled, and got the judicature 
together. The presidents sat first, as Caesar’s 
letters had appointed, who were Saturninus, aod 
Pedanius, and their lieutenants that were with 
them, with whom was the procurator Volumnius 
also; next to them sat the king’s kinsmen and 
friends, with Salome also, and Pheroras; after 
whom sat the principal men of all Syria, except¬ 
ing Archelaus; for Herod had a suspicion of 
him, because he was Alexander’s father-in-law. 
Yet did not he produce his sons in open court; 
and this was done very cunningly, for he knew 
well enough that had they but appeared only, 
they would certainly have been pitied; and if 
withal they had been suffered to speak, Alex¬ 
ander would easily have answered what they 
were accused of; but they were in eustody at 
Platane, a village of the Sidoniaos. 

3. So the king got up, and inveighed against 
his sons, as if they were present; and as for that 
part of the accusation that they had plotted 
against him, he urged it but faintly, because he 
was destitute of proofs; but he insisted before 
the assessors on the reproaches, and jests, and 
injurious carriage, and ten thousand the like of¬ 
fences against him, which were heavier than 
death itself; and when nobody contradicted him, 
he moved them to pity his case, as though he 
had been condemned hfnnelf, now he had gained 
a bitter victory against his s ms. So he asked 
every one’s sentence, which sentence was first 
of all given by Saturninus, and was this, that he 
condemned the voung men, but not to death; for 
that it was not fit for him, who had three sons of 
his own now present, to give his vote for the de¬ 
struction of the sons of another. The two lieu¬ 
tenants also gave the like vote; some others 
there were also who followed their example; but 
Volumnius began to vote on the more melancholy 
side, and all those that came after him condemned 
the young men to die, some out of flattery, and 
some out of hatred to Herod ; but none out of in¬ 
dignation at their crimes. And now all Syria and 
Judea was in great expectation, and waited for 
the last act of this tragedy; yet did nobody sup¬ 
pose that Herod would be so barbarous as to 
murder his children; however, he carried them 
away to Tyre, and thence sailed to C.'csarea; 
and deliberated with him*e If what sort of death 
the young men should suffer. 

4. Now there was a certain old sol lier of the; 
king, whose name was T< ro, who had a son that 
was very familiar with, and a friend to Alexan¬ 
der, ami who himself particularly loved the 
young men. The soldier was in a manner dis¬ 
tracted out of the excess of the indignation he 
bad at what was doing; anel at lir-t he cried out 
alnud. as he went about, “That justice was 
trampled under foot; that truth was pcri«hcel, 
and naluie confounded; and that the life of man 
was full of iniquity,” and every thing < l«e that 

assion eould suggest to a man who spared not 

is own life: anel at last he ventured to go to the. 
king, and said, “Truly, I think, thou art a most 
miserable man, when thou lienrkenf*t to most 
wicked wretches, against those that ought to be 


dearest to thee; since thou hast frequently re¬ 
solved that Pheroras and Salome should be put 
to death, and yet believest them against thy 
sons; while these, by cutting off the succession 
of thine own sons, leave all wholly to Antipater 
and thereby choose to have thee such a king as 
may be thoroughly in their own power. How¬ 
ever, consider whether this death of Antipater’s 
brethren, will not make him hated by the soldi* rs; 
for there is nobody but commiserates the young 
men, and of the captains a great many show 
their indignation at it openly.” Upon lid sving 
this, he named those that had suen indignation; 
but the king ordered those men, with Tero I ini- 
self, and his son, to be seized upon immediately, 

5. At which time there was a certain barber, 
whose name was Trypho. This mao leap* d out 
from among the people in a kind of madness and 
accused himself, and said, “This Tero endea¬ 
vored to persuade me also to cut thy throat with 
my razor when I trimmed thee, and promised 
that Alexander should give me large presents 
for so doing.” When Herod heard this he ex¬ 
amined Tero, with his son and the barber, by the 
torture; but as the others denied the accusation, 
and he said nothing farther, Herod gave order 
that Tero should be racked more seven Iv; but 
his son, out of pity to his father, promised to iis- 
cover the whole to the king, if he would grant 
[that his father shoidd be no longer tortured;] 
when he had agreed to this, he said, that *• his 
father at the persuasion of Alexander, had an 
intention to kill him.” Now some said this was 
forged, in order to free his father from his tor¬ 
ments, and some said it was true. 

6. And now Herod accused the captain 5 , and 
Tero, in an assembly of the people, and br< ght 
the people together in a body against tlnm: and 
accordingly there were they put to death, (nei th¬ 
er with [Trypho] the barber; they were kilbdhy 
the pieces of wood and the stones that were 
throivn at them. He also sent his sons ( Se- 
baste, a city, not far from Caesarea, and or .* red 
them to be there strangled: and as what h< lad 
ordered was executed immediately, so be com¬ 
manded that their dead bodies should be br ght 
to the fortress Alexandrian), to be buried with 
Alexander, their grandfather by the mother’s 
side. And this was the end of Alexander and 
Aristobulus. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

llow Anti pater is Unted of nil J\Icn; and ho\o the 

King espouses the Sons of those that had t een 

shin to his Kindred; but that Anfipa'cr r nde 

him change themfor other IVomcn. (f Herod's 

Marriages and Children. 

$ 1. But an intolerable hatred fell upon Anti¬ 
pater from the nation, though he had now a t in¬ 
disputable title to the succession; because ;hey 
all knew that lie was the person who cont' ved 
all the calumnies against his brethren. How¬ 
ever, he began to be in a terrible, fear, as h« aw 
the posterity of those that had been slain growing 
up; for Ale xande r had two sons by Cl >i>! ra, 
Tigranes anel Alexander; and Aristobulus had 
Herod, an I Agrippa, and Anstqbulus, hi* s ms, 
with Herodias and Marinmne, his daughter- md 
nil by Bernice, Salome’s daughter: as f*.i Cla- 
phvra, lleroel, as soon as he had killed Al* \an- 
der, sent her bark, together with her porli n . to 
Cappadocia. He married Bernice, Sal one's 
daughter, to Antipatrr’s uncle by his moth* i and 
it was Antipater, who. in order to reconcil. her 
to him, when she hat! be en at variance with im, 
contrived this match: he abo got into Phei * is’s 
favor, and into the favor ol Cresar’s frim by 
presents, and other ways of obsequiousness, and 
sent no small sums of money to Rome: Sa*n-ni- 
nus also, and his friends in Syria, were all well 
replenished with the presents he made them; yet 
the more he gave, the more he was hated, as not 
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making these presents out of generosity, but 
spending his money out of fear. Accordingly.it 
60 fell out, that the receivers bore him no more 
good-will than before, but that those to whom he 
gave nothing were his more bitter enemies. 
However, he hestowed his money every day 
more and more profusely, on observing that, con¬ 
trary to his expectations, the king was taking 
care about the orphans, and discovering at the 
same time his repentance for killing their fa¬ 
thers, by his commiseration of those that sprang 
from them. 

2. Accordingly, Herod got together his kin¬ 
dred and friends, and set before them the children, 
and with his eyes full of tears said thus to them: 
‘It was an unlucky fate that took away from me 
these children’s fathers, which children are re¬ 
commended to me by that natural commiseration 
which their orphan condition requires; however, 
I will endeavor, though I have been a most un¬ 
fortunate father, to appear a better grandfather, 
and to leave these children such curators after 
myself as are dearest to me. I therefore be¬ 
troth thy daughter, Pheroras, to the elder of 
these brethren, the children of Alexander, that 
thou mayest be obliged to take care of them. 1 
also betroth to thy son Anti pater, the daughter 
of Aristobulus; be thou therefore a father to that 
orphan; and my son Herod [Philip] shall have 
her sister, whose grandfather, by the mother’s 
side, was high priest. And let every one that 
loves me be of mv sentiments in these disposi¬ 
tions, which none "that hath an affection for me 
will abrogate. And I pray God, that he will join 
these children together in marriage, to the ad¬ 
vantage of my kingdom, and of my posterity, 
and may he look down with eyes more serene 
upon them than he looked upon their fathers.” 

3. While he spake these words, he wept, and 
joined the children’s right hands together; after 
which he embraced them every one after an af¬ 
fectionate manner, and dismissed the assembly. 
Upon this. Antipater was in great disorder im¬ 
mediately, and lamented publicly at what was 
done; for he supposed that this" dignity which 
was conferred on these orphans was for his own 
destruction, even in his father’s lifetime, and that 
he should run another risk of losing the govern¬ 
ment, if Alexander’s sons should have both Ar- 
chchus [a king] and Pheroras a tetrarch to sup¬ 
port mem. He also considered how he was him¬ 
self hated by the nation, and how they pitied these 
orphans; how great affection the Jews bore to 
those brethren of his when they were alive, and 
how gladly they remembered them now they had 
perished by his means. So he resolved by all 
the ways possible to get these espousals dissolved. 

4. j\ow he was afraid of going subtilely about 
this matter with his father, who was hard to be 
pleased, and was presently moved upon the least 
suspicion; so he ventured to go to him directly, 
ana to beg of him before his face, not to deprive 
him of that dignity which he had been pleased 
to bestow upon him, and that he might not have 
the bare name of a king, while the power was in 
other persons; for that he should never be able 
to keep the government, if Alexander’s son was 
to have both his grandfather Archelaus and Phe¬ 
roras for his curators; and he besought him ear¬ 
nestly, since there were so many of the royal 
family .alive, that he would change those [intend¬ 
ed] marriages. Now the king had nine wives, y 
and children by seven of them; Antipnter was 

* Dean Aldrich takes notice here, that those 9 wives 
of Herod were alive at the same time; and lhat if the 
celebrated Mariamne, who was now dead, he reckoned, 
those wives were in all ten. [Vet it is remarkable that 
he had no more than 15 children by them all.] 

t To prevent confusion, it may not be amiss, with 
Dean Aldrich, to distinguish between 4 Josephs in tbe 
history of Herod. 1. Joseph, Herod’s uncle, and the 
|6CC0Dd] husband of his sister Salome, slain by Herod, 


himself born of Doris, and Herod [Philip] ot 
Mariamne. the high priest's daughter; Antipas 
also and Archelaus were by Malthace, the Sa¬ 
maritan, as was his daughter, Olympias, which 
his brother Joseph’sf son had married; by Cleo¬ 
patra, of Jerusalem, he had Herod and Philip, 
and by Pallas, Phasaelus; he had also two daugh¬ 
ters, Roxana and Salome, the one by Phedra, 
and the other by Rlpis; he had also two wives 
that had no children, the one his first cousin, and 
the other his niece; and besides these he had 
two daughters, the sisters of Alexander and Aris¬ 
tobulus, by Mariamne. Since, therefore, the 
royal family was so numerous. Antipater prayed 
him to change these [intended] marriages. 

5. When the king perceiveu what disposition 
he was in towards these orphans, he was angry 
at it, and a suspicion came into his mind, as to 
those sons whom he had put to death, whether 
that had not been brougnt about by the false 
tales of Antipater; so at that time he made An¬ 
tipater a long and a peevish answer, and bid him 
begone. Yet was he afterward prevailed upon 
cunningly by his flatteries, and changed the mar¬ 
riages; he married Aristobulus’s daughter to 
him, and his son to Pheroras’s daughter. 

6. Now one may learn, in this instance, how 
very much this flattering Antipater could do, even 
what Salome, in the like circumstances, could 
not do; for when she, who was his sister, had, 
by the means of Julia, Ciesar’s wife, earnestly 
desired leave to be married to Sylleus, the Ara¬ 
bian, Herod swore he would esteem her his bit¬ 
ter enemy, unless she would leave ofl’ that pro¬ 
ject; lie "also caused her, against her own con¬ 
sent, to be married to Alexas, a friend of his. 
and that one of her daughters should be married 
to Alexas’s son, and the other to Antipater, uncle 
by the mother’s side. And for the daughters the 
king had by Mariamne, the one was married to 
Antipater, his sister’s son, and the other to his 
brother’s son, Phasaelus. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

Antipater becomes intolerable . He is sejit to 

Rojne, and carries klerod's Ttstament with 

him. Pheroras leaves his Brother, that he may 

keep his Wife. He dies at home. 

$ 1. Now when Antipater had cut oiTthe hopes 
of the orphans, and had contracted such affini¬ 
ties as would be most for his own'advantage, he 
proceeded brirkly, as having a certain expecta¬ 
tion of the kingdom; and as he had now as¬ 
surance added to his wickedness, he became in¬ 
tolerable; for not being able to avoid the hatred 
of all people, lie built lus security upon the terror 
he struck into them. Pheroras also assisted him 
in his designs, looking upon him as already fixed 
in his kingdom. There was also a company of wo¬ 
men in the court, which excited new disturbances; 
for Pberoras’s wife, together with her mother and 
sister, as aRo Antipater’s mother, grew very im¬ 
pudent in the palace. She also was so insolent 
as to affront the king's two daughters, on which 
account the king hated her to a great degree; 
yet although these women were hate cl by him, 
"they domineered over others: there was only Sa¬ 
lome who opposed their good agreement, and in¬ 
formed the king of their meetings, a* not being 
for the advantage of his affairs. And when those 
women knew what calumnies she had raised 
against them, and how much Herod was dis 

on account of Mariamne. 2. Joseph, Hernd’sqnxstor, or 
treasurer, slain on the same neenunt. 3. Joseph, Herod’s 
brother, slain in battle against Antieonus. 4. Joseph, 
Herod’s nephew, the husband of Olympias, mentioned 
in t is place. 

t These daughters of Herod, whom Pheroras’s wife 
affronted, were Salome and Roxana, iwo virsins, who 
u'crc horn to him of his two wives, Klpisnnd Phedra 
See Herod’s genealogy, Antiq. b. xvii. ch. i. sect. 3 
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pleased, they left off their public meetings, and ] 
friendly entertainments of one another; nay, on 
the contrary, they pretended to quarrel one with 
another, when the king was within hearing. The 
like dissimulation did Antipater make use of, 
and when matters were public, he opposed Phe- 
roras; but “till they had private cabals ant! merry 
meetings in the night-time; nor did the observa¬ 
tion of others do any more than confirm their mu¬ 
tual agreement. However, Salome knew every 
thing they did, and told every thing to Herod. 

2. But he was inflamed with anger at them, 
and chiefly at Pheroras’s wife; for Salome had 
principally accused her. So he got an assembly 
of his friends and kindred together, and there 
accused this woman of many things, and par¬ 
ticularly of the affronts she had offered his dnugh- 
ters; ami that she had supplied the Pharisees 
with money, by way of rewards for what they 
had done against him, and had procured his bro¬ 
ther to become his enemy, by giving him love 
potions. At length lie turned his speech to Phe¬ 
roras, and told him, that “he would give him his 
choice of these two tilings, whether he would 
keep in with his brother, or with his wife?” And 
when Pheroras “aid, that he would certainly die 
rather than forsake his wife,* Herod, not know¬ 
ing what to do further in that matter, turned his 
speech to Antipater, ^nd charged him to have no 
intercourse eitfier with Pheroras’s wife, or with 
Pheroras himself, or with any one belonging to 
her. Now, though Antipater did not transgress 
that his injunction publicly, yet did he in secret 
come to their night-meetings; and because he 
was afraid that Salome observed what he did, 
he procured, by the means of his Italian friends, 
that he might go and live at Rome: for when 
they wrote that it was proper for Antipater to he 
sent to Caesar for some time, Herod made no 
delay, but sent him, and that with a splendid at¬ 
tendance, and a great deal of money, and gave 
him his testament to carry with him, wherein An¬ 
tipater had the kingdom bequeathed to him, and 
wnerein Herod was named for Antipater’s suc¬ 
cessor; that Herod, I me.an, who was the son of 
Mariamne, the high priest’s daughter. 

3. S) Ileus also, the Arabian, sailed to Rome, 
without any regard to Caesar’s injunctions, and 
this In order to oppose Antipater with all his 
might, as to that law-suit which Nicolaus had 
with him before. This SyIleus had also a great 
contest with Arctns his own king; for he had 
slain many others of Aretas’s friends, and par¬ 
ticularly Sohemus, the most potent man in the 
city of Petra. Moreover, he had prevailed with 
Phabatus, who was Herod’s steward, bv giving 
him a great sum of money, to assist him against 
Herod; but when Herod gave him more, he in¬ 
duced him to leave Sylleus, and hy his means he 
demanded of him all that Cresar had required of 
him In pay. But when Sylleus paid nothing of 
what he was to pay, and did also accuse Pha¬ 
batus to Ca?s ir, and said that he was not a 
steward for Ca sar’s advantage, but for Herod’s, 
Phabatus was angry at him on that account, but 
was still in very great esteem with Herod, and 
discovered Sylleus’s grand secrets, and told the 
king that Svlleiis had corrupted Corinthus, one 
of the guards of his body, by bribing him, and of 
whom he must there fire have a care. Accord¬ 
ingly, the king complied, for this Corinthus, 
Ihoiicrh lie wa* brought up in Herod’s kingdom, 
yet was he by birth an Arabian; so the king or¬ 
dered him to he taken up immediately, and not 
only him, but two other Arabians, who were 

* This strange obstinacy nf Pheroras in retaining his 
wife, who was one of a low familv. and refusing to mar¬ 
ry one nearly relntrd in llerod. though l e so earti''st'y 
desired ii, ns nlsoihal wtfc’sndmiss on to the eounse’s 
of llie other grent court ladies, together with Herod's 
own importunity as 10 P’ erorns’s divorce and oilier 
marriage, all so remarkable here or in the Antiquities, , 
b. xvii. chap. ii. sect. 4, and chap. iii. sect. 3,cannot be j 


caught with him; the one of them was Sylleus’s 
friend, the other the head of a tribe. The last 
being put to the torture, confessed that they had 
prevailed with Corinthus, for a large sum of 
i money, to kill Herod; and when they had been 
further examined before Saturninus the presi- 
sident of Syria, they were sent to Rome. 

4. However, Herod did not leave olT importu¬ 
ning Pheroras, but proceeded to force him to put 
away his wife; yet could he not devise any way 
by which he could bring the woman herself to 
punishment, although he had many causes of ha¬ 
tred to her; till at length he was in such great 
uneasiness at her, that he cast both her and his 
brother out of his kingdom. Pheroras took this 
injury very patiently, ar.d went away into hb 
own tetrarchy [Perea beyond Jordan,] and swore 
that there should be but one end put to his flight, 
and that should be Herod’s deatn; and that he 
would never return while he was alive. Nor 
indeed would he return when his brother was 
sick, although he earnestly sent for him to come 
to him, because he had a mind to leave some in¬ 
junctions with him before he died; but Herod 
unexpectedly recovered. A little afterward Phe¬ 
roras himself fell sick, when Herod showed 
great moderation; for he came to him and pitied 
his case, and took care of him; but his affection 
for him did him no good, for Pheroras died a 
little afterward. Now, though Herod had so 
great an affection for him to the last day of his 
life, yet was a report spread abroad that he had 
killed him by poison. However, he took care to 
have his dead body carried to Jerusalem, and 
appointed a very great mourning to the whole 
nation for him, and bestowed a most pompous 
funeral upon him. And this was the end that one 
of Alexander’s and Aristobulus’s murderers 
came to. 

CHAP. XXX. 

When Herod made Inquiry about Pheroras's 
Death , a Discovery was made that Antipater 
had prepared a poisonous Draught far him . 
Jlcrod casts Doris and her Accomplices, os 
also . Marinmne , out of the Palace , and blots 
her son Hi rod out of l.is Testament. 

\ 1. But now the punishment was transferred 
unto the original author, Antipater, and took its 
rise from the death of Pheroras; for certain of 
his freed-nien came with a sad countt nance to 
the king, and told him, that “his brother had 
been destroyed by poison, and that his wife had 
brought him somewhat that was prepared after 
an unusual manner, and that, upon his eating it, 
he presently fell into his distemper; that Antipn- 
ter’s mother and sister, two clays before, brought 
a woman out of Arabia that was skilful in mixing 
such drugs, that she might prepare a love potion 
for Pheroras; and that, instead of a love potion, 
she had given him deadly poison; and that this 
was done by the management of Sylleus, who 
was acquainted with that wontam” 

2. The king was deeply a fleeted with so many 
suspicions, and had the maid-servants and some 
of the free women also tortured; one of whom 
cried out in her agonies, “May that God that 
governs the earth and the heaven punish the 
author of all these our miseries. Antipater s mo¬ 
ther!” The king took a handle from this con¬ 
fession, and proceeded to inquire further into the 
truth of the matter. So this woman discovered 
the friends! ip of AntipaUr's moth«r to Phcroias 
and Antipater’s women, as also their secret meet¬ 
ings, and that Pheroras and Antipater had drunk 

well accounted for but on the supposal that Pheroras 
believed, and Herod snsnerted, that Lhe Pharisees’ pre¬ 
diction,ns if the rrown of Juden should *e translated 
from llerod in Pheroras’s posieriry, and that most prob* 
a> ty to Pheroras’s posterity by this his wife, also would 
prove true. See Antiq. b. xvii el), ii. sect. 4, and ch. 
iii. sect. 1. 
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with them for a whole night together as they re¬ 
turned from the king, and would not suffer any 
body, either man-servant or maid-servant, to be 
there; while one of the free women discovered 
the whole matter. 

3. Upon this Herod tortured the maid-servants 
every one by themselves separately, who all 
unanimously agreed in tile foregoing discoveries, 
and that accordingly by agreement they went 
away. Antipater to Rome and Pheroras to Perea: 
for that they oftentimes talked to one another 
thus: “That after Herod had slain Alexander and 
Aristobulus, he would fall upon them, and upon 
their wives, because, after he had not spared 
Mariamne and her children, he would spare no¬ 
body; and that for this reason it was best to get 
as far oil* the wild beast as they were able.'’ And 
that Antipater oftentimes lamented his own case 
before his mother, and said to her, that “ he had 
already gray hairs upon his head, and that his 
father grew younger again every day, and that 
perhaps death would overtake him before he 
should begin to be a king in earnest; and that in 
case Herod should die, which yet nobody knew 
when it would be, the enjoyment of the succes¬ 
sion could certainly be but fora little time; for 
that those heads of Hydra, the sons of Alexander 
and Aristobulus, were growing up: that lie was 
deprived by his father of the hopes of being suc¬ 
ceeded by his children, for that his successor 
after his death was not to be any one of his own 
sons, but Herod the son of Mariamne; that in 
this point Herod was plainly distracted, to think 
that his testament should therein take place; for 
he would take care that not one of his posterity 
should remain, because he was of all fathers the 

reatest hater of his children. Vet does he hate 

is brother still worse, whence it was that he a- 
while ago gave himself a hundred talents, that 
he should not have any intercourse with Phe¬ 
roras.” And when Pheroras said. Wherein have 
we done him any harm? Antipater replied, “ 1 
wish he would but deprive us of all we have, and 
leave us naked and alive only; but it is indeed 
impossible to escape this wild beast, who is thus 
given to murder, who will not permit us to love 
any person openly, although we be together pri¬ 
vately; yet may we be so openly too, if we have 
but the courage and the hands of men.” 

4. These things were said by the women upon 
the torture, as also that Pheroras resolved to lly 
with them to Perea. Now Herod gave credit to 
all they said, on account of the affair of the hun¬ 
dred talents; for he had had no discourse with 
any body about them, but only with Antipnter. 
So he vented his anger first of all against Anti¬ 
pater’s mother, and took away from her all the 
ornaments which he had given her, which cost a 
great many talents, and cast her out of the 
palace a second time. He also took care of Piie- 
roras’s women utter their tortures, as being now 
reconciled to them; but he was in great conster¬ 
nation himself, and inflamed upon every sus¬ 
picion, nnd had many innocent persons led to the 
torture, out of his fear lest he should leave any 
guilty person untortured. 

5. And now it was diat he betook himself to 
examine Antipater, of Samaria, who was the 
steward of [his son] Antipater; and upon tor¬ 
turing him, he learned that Antipater had sent for 
a potion of deadly poison for him out of Egypt, 
by Antiphilus, a companion of his; that Theudio, 
the uncle of Antipater, had it from him, and de¬ 
livered it to Pheroras; for that Antipater had 
charged him to take his father off" while he was 
at Rome, and so free him from the suspicion of 
doing it himself; that Pheroras also committed 
this potion to his wife. Then did the king send 
for her, and bade her bring to him what she had 
received immediately. So she came out of her 
house as if she would bring it with her, but 
threw herself down from the top of the house, 
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in order to prevent any examination and torture 
from the king. However, it came to pass, as it 
seems by the providence of God, when he in¬ 
tended to bring Antipater to punishment, that 
she fi ll not upon her head, but upon other parts 
of her body, and escaped. The king, when she 
was brought to him. took care of her, (for she 
whs at first quite senseless upon her fall,) and 
asked her why she had thrown herself down? 
and gave her his oath, that if she would speak 
the real truth, lie would excuse her from punish¬ 
ment; but that if she concealed any thing, he 
would have her body torn to pieces by torments, 
and leave no part of it to be buried. 

6. Upon this the woman paused a little, and 
then said, “Why do 1 spare to speak of these 
grand secrets, now Pheroras is dead, that would 
only tend to save Antipater, who is all our de¬ 
struction? Hear, then, O king, and be thou, and 
God himself, who cannot be deceived, witnesses 
to the truth of what 1 am going to say When 
thou didst ait weeping by Pheroras as he was 
dying, then it was that he called me to him, and 
said, ‘ My dear wife, I have been greatly mis¬ 
taken as to the disposition of my brother to¬ 
wards me, and have hated him that is so affec¬ 
tionate tome, and have contrived to kill him who 
is in such disorder for me before 1 am dead. As 
for myself, 1 receive the recompense of my im¬ 
piety; but do thou bring what poison was left 
with us by Antipater, and which thou keepest in 
order to destroy him, and consume it immediately 
in the fire in my sight, that 1 may not be liable 
to the avenger in the invisible world.’ This I 
brought as he bade me, and emptied the greatest 
part of it into the fire, but reserved a little of it 
for my own use against uncertain futurity, and 
out of my fear of thee.” 

7. When she had said this, she brought the 
box, which had a small quantity of this potion in 
it; but the kinglet her alone, and transferred 
the tortures to Antiphilus's mother and brother, 
who botli confessed that Antiphilus brought that 
box out of Egypt, and that they had received the 
potion from a brother of his who was a physician 
at Alexandria. Then did the ghosts of Alexan¬ 
der and Aristobulus go round all the palace, and 
became the inquisitors and discoverers of what 
could not otherwise have been found out, and 
brought such as were the freest from suspicion 
to be examined; whereby it was discovered that 
Mariamne, the high priest’s daughter, was con¬ 
scious of this plot, and her very brothers, when 
they were tortured, declared it so to be. Where¬ 
upon the king avenged this insolent attempt of 
the mother upon her son, and blotted llerod» 
whom he had by her, out of his testament, who 
had been before named therein as successor to 
A ntipater. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

Antipater is convicted by Jiathyllus: but he still 

returns from Rome without knowing- it . lhrod 

brings him to his Trial . 

$ 1. AFTER these things were over, Bathyllus 
came, under examination, in order to convict An¬ 
tipater, who proved the concluding attestation to 
Antipnter's designs; for indeed he was no other 
than his freed-man. This man came, and brought 
anotner deadly potion, the poison of asps, ami the 
juices of other serpents, that if the first potion 
did not do the business, Pheroras and his wife 
might be armed with this also to destroy the 
king. He brought also an audition to Antiuater's 
insolent attempt against his father, wh en was 
the letters which he wrote against his brethren, 
Archelaus and Philip, who were the king’s sons, 
nnd educated at Rome, being yet youths, but of 
generous dispositions. Antipater set himselt to 
get rid of these as soon as he could, that they 
might not be prejudicial to his hopes, and to that 
end he forged letters against them in the name 
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of his friends at Rome. Some of these he cor¬ 
ruptee! by bribes to write how they grossly re¬ 
proached their father, and did openly bewail 
Alexander and Aristobulus, and were uneasy at 
their being recalled: for their father had already 
sent for them, which was the very thing that 
troubled Antipater. 

2. Any, indeed, while Antipater was in Judea, 
and before he was upon his journey to Rome, he 
gave money to have the like letters against them 
sent from Rome, and then came to his father, 
who as yet had no suspicion of him, and apo¬ 
logized for his brethren, and alleged on their be¬ 
half, that some of the things contained in those 
letters were false, and others of them were only 
youthful errors. Vet at the same time that he 
expended a greatxleal of his money, by making 
presents to such as wrote against his brethren, 
did he aim to bring his accounts into confusion, 
by buying costly garments, and carpets of va¬ 
rious contextures, with silver and gold cups, and 
a great many more curious things, that so, among 
the very great expenses laid out upon such fur¬ 
niture, he might conceal the money he had used 
in hiring men [to write the letters;] for he 
brought in an account of his expenses, amount¬ 
ing to two hundred talents, his main pretence for 
which was the lawsuit he had been in with Syl- 
leus. So while all his rogueries, even those, of a 
lesser sort also, were covered by his greater vil- 
lany, while all the examinations by torture pro¬ 
claimed his attempt to murder his father, and the 
letters proclaimed his second attempt to murder 
his brethren; yet did no one of those that came 
to Rome inform him of his misfortunes in Judea, 
although seven months had intervened between 
his conviction and his return, so great was the 
hatred which they all bore to him. And perhaps 
they were the ghosts of those brethren of his 
that had been murdered, that stopped the mouths 
of those that intended to have told him. He 
then wrote from Rome, and informed [his friends] 
that he would soon come to them, and how he 
was dismissed with honor by Cmsar. 

3. Now the king being desirous to get this 
plotter against him into his hands, and being also 
afraid lest he should some way come to the 
knowledge how his affairs stood, and be upon 
his guard, he dissembled his anger in his epistle 
to him, as in other points he wrote kindly to him, 
and desired him to make haste, because if he 
came quickly, he would then lay aside the com¬ 
plaints he had against his mother; for Antipater 
was not ignorant that his mother had been ex¬ 
pelled out of the palace. However, he had before 
received a letter, which contained an account of 
the death of Pheroras, at Tarentum,* and made 
great lamentations at it; for which some com¬ 
mended him, as being for his own uncle; though 
probably this confusion arose on account of his 
having thereby failed in his plot [on his father’s 
life,] and his tears were more for the loss of him 
that was to have been subservient therein, than 
for[nn uncle] Pheroras: moreover, a sort of fear 
came upon him as to his designs, lest the poison 
should have been discovered. However, when 
he was in Cilicia, he received the fomnentioned 
epistle from his father, and made great haste 
accordingly. Rut when he had sailed to Celen- 
deris, a suspicion cauie into his mind relating to 
his mother’s misfortune; as if his soul foreboded 
gome mischief to itself. Those therefore of his 
friends who were the most considerate, advised 
him not rashly to go to his father, till he had 
learned what were the occasions why his mother 
had been ejected, because they were afraid that 
he might be involved in the calumnies that had 
beeu cast upon his mother: but those that were 
less considerate, and had more regard to their 
own desire* of seeing their native country thaD 

* This Tarentum has coins still extant, as Iteland in¬ 
forms us here in his note. 


to Antipater’s safety, persuaded him to make 
haste home, and not by delaying his journey af 
ford his father ground for an ill suspicion, and 
give a handle to those that raised stories against 
him; for that in case any thing had been moved 
to his disadvantage, it was owing to his absence, 
which durst not have been done had he been pre¬ 
sent. And they said, it was absurd to deprive 
himself of certain happiness, for the sake of an 
uncertain suspicion, and not rather to return to 
his father, and take the royal authority upon him 
which was in a state of fluctuation on his account 
only. Antipater complied with this last advice, 
for’ Providence hurried him on [to his destruc¬ 
tion.] So he passed over the sea, and landed at 
Sebastus, the naven of Cajsarea. 

4. And here he found a perfect and unexpect¬ 
ed solitude, while every body avoided him, and 
nobody durst comeat him; for he was equally 
hated by all men; and now that hatred had lib¬ 
erty to show itself, and the dread men were in at 
the king’s anger made men keep from him; for 
the whole city [of Jerusalem] w'as filled with the 
rumors about Antipater, and Antipater himself 
was the only person who was ignorant of them; 
for as no man was dismissed more magnificently 
when he began his voyage to Rome, so was no 
man now received back with greater ignominy. 
And indeed he began already to suspect what 
misfortunes there were in Herod’s family; yet 
did he cunningly conceal his suspicion; and 
while he was inwardly ready to die for fear, he 
put on a forced boldness of countenance. Nor 
could he now fly any whither, nor had he aDy 
way of emerging out of the difficulties which en¬ 
compassed him, nor indeed had he even there any 
certain intelligence of the affairs of the royal 
family, by reason of the threats the king had 
given out: yet had he some small hopes of bet¬ 
ter tidings; for perhaps nothing had been dis¬ 
covered; or if any discovery had been made, 
perhaps he should be able to clear himself by 
impudence and artful tricks, which were the 
only things he relied upon for his deliverance. 

5. And with these hopes did he screen himself, 
till he came to the. palace, without any friends 
with him: for these were affronted and shut out 
at the first gate. Now Varus, the president of 
Syria, happened to be in the palace [at this junc¬ 
ture:] so Antipater went in to his father, and 
putting on a bold face, he came near to salute 
him: but Herod stretched out his hands, and 
turned his head away from him, and cried out, 
“Even this is an indication of a parricide, to be 
desirous to get me into his arms, when he is un¬ 
der such heinous accusations. God confound 
thee,thou vile wretch; do not thou touch me, til! 
thou hast cleared thyself of these crimes that are 
charged upon thee. 1 appoint thee a court where 
thou art to be judged, and this Varus, who is 
very seasonably here, to be thy judge; and get 
thou thy defence ready against to-morrow; for I 
give thee so much time to prepare suitable ex¬ 
cuses for thyself.” And as Antipater was so con¬ 
founded that he was able to make no answer to 
this charge, he went away; but his mother and 
wife came to him, and told him of all the evi¬ 
dence they had gotten against him. Hereupon 
he recollected himself, and considered what de¬ 
fence he should make against the accusations. 

CHAP. XXXll. 

Antipater is accused before Varus, andis convict¬ 
ed of laying a Plot [against his Faiherl by the 
strongest JCvidcncc. Herod puts off his Punish¬ 
ment till he should be recovered , and,in the mean 
time, alters his Testament. 

5 1. Now the dav following, the king assem¬ 
bled a court of his kinsmen and friends, and call¬ 
ed in Antipater’s friends also: Herod himself, 
with Varus, were the presidents; and Herod 
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called for all the witnesses, and ordered them to 
be brought in; among whom some of the do¬ 
mestic servants of Antipater’s mother were 
brought in also, who had but a little while before 
been caught, as they were carrying the following 
letter fruin her to her son: “ Since all those 
things have been alreadj' discovered to thy fa¬ 
ther, do not thou come to him, unless thou canst 
procure some assistance from Ciesar.” When 
this and the other witnesses were introduced, An¬ 
tipater came in, and fallingon his face before his 
father’s feet, he said, “Father, I beseech thee do 
not condemn me beforehand, but let thy ears be 
unbiassed, and attend to my defence; for if thou 
wilt give me leave, I will demonstrate that I am 
innocent.” 

2. Hereupon Herod cried out to him to hold 
his peace, and spoke thus to Varus: “I cannot 
but think that thou. Varus, and every other up¬ 
right judge, will determine that Antipater is a 
vile wretch. I am also afraid that thou wilt 
abhor my ill fortune, and judge me also myself 
worthy of all sorts of calamity, for begetting 
such children, while yet I ought rather to be 
pitied, who have been so affectionate a father to 
such wretched sons; for when I had settled the 
kingdom on my former sons, even when they 
were young, and when, besides the charges of 
their education at Rome, I had made them the 
friends of Ctesar, and made them envied by other 
kings, I found them plotting against me; these 
have been put to death, and that, in a great 
measure, for the sake of Antipater; for as he 
was then young, and appointed to be my suc¬ 
cessor, I took care chiefly to secure him from 
danger: but this profligate wild beast, when he 
had been over and above satiated with that pa¬ 
tience which I showed him, he made use of that 
abundance I had given him against myself; for 1 
seemeu to him to live too long, and he was very 
uneasy at the old age I was arrived at; nor could 
he stay any longer, but would Le a king by par¬ 
ricide. And justly I am served by him lor bring¬ 
ing him back out of the country to court, when he 
was of no esteem before, and for thrusting out 
those sons of mine that were born of the queen, 
and for making him a successor to my dominions. 
I confess to thee, O Varus, the great fully I was 
guilty of: for I provoked those sons of mine to 
act against me, and cut off their just expectations 
for the sake of Antipater; and indeed what kind¬ 
ness did I do to them, that could equal what I 
have done to Antipater? to whom I have, in a 
manner, j ielded up my royal authority while I 
am alive, and tvhom I have openly named for 
the successor to my dominions in my testament, 
and given him a yearly revenue ot his own of 
fifty talents, and supplied him with money to an 
extravagant degree out of my own revenue; and 
when he was about to sail to Home, I gave him 
three hundred talents, and recommended him, 
and him alone of all my children, to Caisar, as his 
father’s deliverer. Alow what crimes were those 
other sons of mine guilty of like these of Anti¬ 
pater? and what evidence was there brought 
against them so strong as there is to demonstrate 
this son to have plotted against me? Vet does 
this parricide presume to speak for himself, and 
hopes to obscure the truth by his cunning tricks. 
Thou, O Varus, must guard thyself against him; 
for 1 know the wild beast, and I foresee how 
plausibly he will talk, and his counterfeit lamen¬ 
tation. This was he who exhorted me to have a 
care of Alexander when he was alive, and not to 
intrust my body with all men! This was lie who 
came to my very bed, and looked about lest any 
one should lay snares for me! This was he who 
took care of my sleep, and secured me from any 
fear of danger, who comforted me under the 
trouble I was in upon the slaughter of my sons, 
and looked to see what affection my surviving 
brethren bore me! This was my protector, ana 
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the guardian of tny body! And when I call to 
mine, O Varus, his craftiness upon every occa¬ 
sion, and his art of dissembling, 1 can hardly be¬ 
lieve that 1 am still alive, and J wonder how I 
have escaped such a deep plotter of mischief. 
However, since some fate or other makes my 
house desolate, and perpetually raises up those 
that are dearest to me against me, I will with 
tears lament rny hard fortune, and privately 
groan under my lonesome condition; yet I am 
resolved that no one who thirst* after my blood 
shall escape punishment, although the evidence 
should extend itself to all my sous.” 

3. Upon Herod’s saying this, he was interrupt¬ 
ed by the confusion he was in; but ordered Aico- 
laus, one of his friends, to produce the evidence 
against Antipater. But in the mean time Anti- 
pater lifted up his head, (fur he lay on the ground 
before his father’s feet,) and cried out aloud, 
“ Thou, O father, hast made my apology for me; 
for how can I be a parricide, whom thou thyself 
confesses! to have always had for thy guardian? 
Thou callest my filial affection prodigious lies and 
hypocrisy; how then could it be that I, who was 
so subtle in other matters, should here be so mad 
as not to understand that it was not easy that he 
who committed so horrid a crime should be con¬ 
cealed from men, but impossible that he should 
be concealed from the Judge of heaven, who 
sees all things, and is present every where? or 
did not I know what end my brethren came to, on 
whom God inflicted so great a punishment for 
their evil designs against thee? And, indeed, what 
was there that could possibly provoke me against 
thee? Could the hope of being a king do it? 1 
was a king already. Could I suspect hatred from 
thee? Aso: was not I beloved by thee? And what 
other fear could I have? A ay, by preserving 
thee safe, I was a terror to others. Did 1 want 
money? A T o: for who was able to expend so 
much as myself? Indeed, father, had I been tIn¬ 
most execrable of all mankind, and had 1 had 
the soul of the most cruel wild beast, mu*t 1 not 
have been overcome with the benefits thou hadst 
bestowed upon me? whom, as thou thyself say - 
est, thou broughtest [into the palace;] whom 
thou didst prefer before so many of thy sons; 
whom thou madest a king in thine own life lime; 
and by the vast magnitude of the other advan¬ 
tages thou bestowedst on me, thou madest mean 
object of envy. O miserable man! that thou 
shouldst undergo this bitter absence, and there¬ 
by afford a great opportunity for envy to rise 
against thee! and a long space for such as were 
laying des-gns against thee! Yet-was I absent, 
father, on thy affairs, that Sylltus might not 
treat thee with contempt in thine old age. Rome 
is a witness to my filial affection, and so is Cae¬ 
sar, the ruler of the habitable earth, who often¬ 
times called me Philopaier.* Take here the let¬ 
ters he hath sent thee; they are more to be 
believed than the calumnies raised here: these 
letters are my only apology; these I use as the 
demonstration of that natural affection I have to 
thee. Remember that it was against my own 
choice that I sailed [to Rome,j as knowing the la¬ 
tent hatred that was in the kingdom against me. 
It was thou, O father, however unwillingly, who 
hast been my ruin, by forcing m« to allow time 
for calumnies against me, and envy at me. How¬ 
ever, I am come hither, and am ready to hear 
the evidence there is against me. If I be a par¬ 
ricide, I have passed by land and by sea. without 
suffering any misfortune on either of them: but 
this method of trial is no advantage to me; for it 
seems, O. father, that 1 am nlreaih condemned, 
both before Cod and before thee; and as I am al¬ 
ready condemned, 1 beg that thou will not be¬ 
lieve the others that have been tortured, but let 
fire be brought to torment me; let the rackt 
march through my bowel*; have no regard to 
* A lover of his father. 
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any lamentations that this polluted body can 
make; for if 1 be a parricide, I ought not to die 
without torture.” Thus did Antipater cry out 
with lamentation and weeping, and moved all the 
rest, and Varus in particular, to commiserate his 
case. Herod was trie only person whose passion 
was too strong to pcrmit him to weep, as know¬ 
ing that the testimonies against him were true. 

4. And now it was that, at the king’s com¬ 
mand, Nicolaus, when he had premised a great 
deal about the craftiness of Antipater, and had 
prevented the effects of their commiseration to 
him. afterward brought in a bitter and large ac¬ 
cusation against him, ascribing all the wicked¬ 
ness that had been in the kingdom to him, espe¬ 
cially the murder of his brethren, and demon¬ 
strated that they had perished by the calumnies 
he had raised against them. He also said, that 
he had laid designs against them that were still 
alive, as if they were laying plots for the succes¬ 
sion; and, said he, how can it be supposed that 
he who prepared poison for his father, should 
abstain Irom mischief as to his brethren? He 
then proceeded to convict him of the attempt to 
poison Herod, and gave an account in order of 
the several discoveries that had been made, and 
had great indignation as to the affair of Phero- 
ras, because Antipater had been for making him 
murder his brother,and had corrupted those that 
were dearest to the king, and filled the w’hole 
palace with wickedness; and when he had in¬ 
sisted on many other accusations, and the proofs 
for them, he left off. 

5. Then Varus bid Antipater make his defence; 
but he lay long in silence, and said no more but 
this: “God is my witness that I am entirely in¬ 
nocent.” So Varus asked for the potion, and gave 
it to be drunk by a condemned malefactor, who 
was then in prison, who died upon the spot. So 
Varus, u'hen he had had a very private discourse 
with Herod, and had written an account of this as¬ 
sembly to Caesar, went away after a day’s stay. 
The king also bound Antipater, and sent away to 
inform Ca 2 sar of his misfortunes. 

6. Now after this it w T a9 discovered that Anti¬ 
pater had laid a plot against Salome also; for 
one of Antiphilus's domestic servants came, and 
brought letters from Rome, from a maid-servant 
of Julia, Caesar's wife, whose name was Acme. 
By her a message was sent to the king, that she 
had found a letter written by Salome, among Ju¬ 
lia’s papers, and had sent it to him privately, out 
of her good-will to him. This letter of Salome’s 
contained the most bitter reproaches of the king, 
and the highest accusations against him. Anti¬ 
pater had forged this letter, and had corrupted 
Acme, and persuaded her to send it to Herod. 
This was proved by her letter to Antipater, for 
thus did this woman write to him: “As thou de- 
sirest, I have written a letter to thy father, and 
have sent that letter, and am persuaded that the 
king will not spare his sister when lie reads it. 
Thou wilt do well to remember what thou hast 
promised when all is accomplished.” 

7. When this epistle was discovered, and what 
the epistle forged against Salome contained, a 
suspicion came into the king’s mind, that per¬ 
haps the letters against Alexander were also 

* Sinee in this and the following section we have an 
evident account of the Jewish opinions in the days of 
Josephus, about a future happy slate, and the resurrec¬ 
tion oflhedead. ns in the New Testament, John xi. 24, 
t shall here refer to the other places in Josephus, before 
he became an Bbionile Christian, which concern the 
Kimc matters; Of the War, B. ii.rli. viii. sect. 10, 11 ; 11. 
iii.ch. viii.sect. 1; II. vii. eh. vi. sect. 7; Coutr. Apion, 
B. ii. sect. HO: where we may observe, that none of these 
passages are in his hooks of Antiquities, written pecu¬ 
liarly for the use of the Gentiles, to whom he thought it 
not proper to insist on topics so much out of their way 
as these were. N'or is this observation to he omitted 
litre, especially on account of the sensible difference we 
Lave now before us in Josephus’s representation of the 
arguments used by the rabbins to persuade their ichol- 


forged: he was moreover greatly disturbed, and 
in a passion, because he had almost slain his sis¬ 
ter on Antipater's account. He did no longer 
delay therefore to bring him to punishment for 
all his crimes; yet when he was eagerly pursu¬ 
ing Antipater, he was restrained by a severe dis¬ 
temper he fell into. However, he sent an ac¬ 
count to Cresar about Acme, and the contrivances 
against Salome; he sent also for his testament, 
and altered it, and therein made Antipas king,as 
taking no care of Archelaus and Philip, because 
Antipater had blasted their reputations with 
him; but he bequeathed to Caesar, besides other 
presents that he gave him, a thousand talents; 
as also to his wife, and children, nnd friends, and 
freed-men, about five hundred: he also bequeath¬ 
ed to all others a great quantity of land and of 
money, and showed his respects to Salome his 
sister, by giving her most splendid gifts. And 
this was what was contained in his testament, as 
it was now altered. 

CHAP. XXXIII. 

The golden Eagle is cut to pieces. Herod's Bar¬ 
barity when he was ready to die. He attempts 
to kill himself. He commands Antipater to be 
slain. He survives him Jive Days , and then dies. 
$ 1. JNow Herod’s distemper became more and 
more severe to him, and this because these his 
disorders fell upon him in his old age, and when 
he was in a roelanchol}’ condition; for he was 
already almost seventy years of age, and had 
been brought low by the calamities that happen¬ 
ed to him about his children, whereby he had no 
pleasure in life, even when he was in health; the 
grief also that Antipater was still alive aggra¬ 
vated his disease, whom he resolved to put to 
death now not at random, but as soon as he should 
be well again, and resolved to have him slain [in 
a public manner.] 

2. There also now happened to him, among 
his other calamities, a certain popular sedition. 
There were two men of learning in the city 
[Jerusalem,] who were thought the most skilful 
in the laws of their country, and were on that 
account had in very great’esteem all over the 
nation; they were, the one Judas, the son of 
Sepphoris, and the other Matthias, the son of 
Margalus. There was a great concourse of the 
young men to these men, when they expounded 
the laws, and there got together every day a kind 
of an army of such as were growing up to be 
men. Now when these men were informed that 
the king was wearing away with melancholy, and 
with a distemper, they dropped words to their 
acquaintance, how it was now a very proper time 
to defend tl;ecause of God, and to pull down what 
had been erected contrary to the laws of their 
country ; for it was unlawful there should be any 
such thing in the temple as images, or faces, or 
the like representation of any animal whatso¬ 
ever. Now’ the king had put up a golden eagle 
over the great gate of the temple, which these 
learned men exhorted them to cut down, and 
told them, that if there should an}' danger arise, 
it was a glorious thing to die for the laws of their 
country; because that the soul was immortal,* 
ars to hazard their lives for the vindication ofGod’s law 
against images, liy Moses, as well as of the answers 
those scholars made lo Herod, when they were caught 
and ready todie for the same ; 1 mean as compared with 
the parallel arguments and answers represented in tho 
Antiquities, B. xvii.ch. vi. sect.2, A like difference 
between Jewish and Gentile notions the reader will find 
in my notes on Antiquities, II. iii. eh. vii. sect. 7; B.xv. 
ch. lx. sect. 1. Seethe like also in the case of the 3 
Jewish sects in tire Antiquities, B. xiii.ch. v. sect. 9, and 
ch. x. seel. 4,5; 11. xviii. eh. i. sect. 5, and compared 
witli this in his Wars of the Jews, B. ii. ch. viii. sect. 2— 
14. Nor does St. I’aill himself reason to the Gentiles at 
Athens, Acts xvti. 16, 34, as he does to the Jews in hit 
epistles. 
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and that an eternal enjoyment of happiness did 
await such as died on that account; while the 
mean-spirited, and those that were not wise 
enough to show a right love of their souls, pre¬ 
ferred death by a disease before that which is 
the result of a virtuous behavior. 

3. At the same time that these men made this 
speech to their disciples, a rumor was spread 
abroad that the king was dying, which made the 

oung men set about the work with greater 

oldness; they therefore let themselves down 
from the top of the temple with thick cords, and 
this a, mid-day, and while a great number of 
people were in the temple, and cut down that 
golder. eagle with axes. This was presently told 
to the king’s captain of the temple, who came 
running with a great body of soldiers, and caught 
about forty of the young men, and brought them 
to the king. And when he asked them, first of 
all, whether they had been so hardy as to cut 
dowu the golden eagle, they confessed they had 
done so; and when he asked them by whose 
command they had done it, they replied, at the 
command of the law of their country; and when 
he further asked them how they could be so 
joyful when they were to be put to death, they 
replied, because they should enjoy greater hap¬ 
piness after they were dead. 

4. At this the king was in such an extrava¬ 
gant passion, that he overcame his disease [lor 
the time,] and went out, and spake to the peo¬ 
ple; wherein he made a terrible accusation 
against those men, as being guilty of sacrilege, 
and as making greater attempts under pretence 
of their law, and he thought they deserved to be 
punished as impious persons. Whereupon the 
people were afraid lest a great number should 
be found guilty, and desired that when he had 
first puuished those that put them upon this 
work, and then those that were caught in it, he 
would leave off his anger as to the rest. With 
this the king complied, though not without diffi¬ 
culty, and ordered those that had let themselves 
down, together with the rabbins, to be burnt 
alive, but delivered the rest that were caught to 
the proper officers to be put to death by them. 

5. After this the distemper seized upon his 
whole body, and greatly disordered all his parts 
with various symptoms; for there was a great 
fever upon him, and an intolerable itching over 
all the surface of his body, and continual pains 
in his colon, and dropsical tumors about his 
feet, and an inflammation of the abdomen, and a 
putrefaction of his privy member, that produced 
worms. Besides which, he had a difficulty of 
breathing upon him, and could not breathe but 
when he sat upright, and had a convulsion of all 
his members, insomuch that the diviners said, 
those diseases were a punishment upon him for 
what he had done to the rabbi ns. Vet did he 
struggle with his numerous disorders, and still 
had a desire to live, and hoped for recovery, and 
considered of several methods of cure. Accord- 
ingly, he went over Jordan, and made use of 
those hot baths at Callirhoe, which run into the 
lake of Asphaltitis, but are themselves sweet 
enough to be drunk. And here the physicians 
thought proper to bathe his whole body in warm 
oil, by letting it down into a large vessel full of 
oil; whereupon his eyes failed him, and he came 
and went as if he were dying; and as a tumult 
was then made by his servants, at their voice he 
revived again. Yet did he after this despair of 
recovery, and gave orders that each soldier 
should have fifty drachma? apiece, and that his 
commanders and friends should have great sums 
of money given them. 

6. He then returned back and came to Jericho, 
in such a melancholy state of body as almost 
threatened him with present death, when he pro¬ 
ceeded to attempt a horrid wickedness; for he 
got together the most illustrious men of the 


whole Jewish nation, out of every village, into a 
place called the Hippodrome, and there shut 
them in. He then called for his sister balome 
and her husband Alexas, and made this speech 
to them: “ I know well enough that the Jews 
will keep a festival upon my death; however, it 
is in my power to be mourned for on other ac¬ 
counts, and to have a splendid funeral, if you 
will but be subservient to my commands. Do 
you but take care to send soldiers to encompass 
these men that are now’ in custody, and slay 
them immediately upon my death, and then all 
Judea, and every family of them, will weep at it, 
whether they will or no.” 

7. These were the commands he gave them; 
when there came letters from his ambassadors 
at Rome, whereby information was given that 
Acme w’as put to death at Caesar’s command, 
and that Antipater was condemned to die: how¬ 
ever, they wrote withal, that if Herod had a 
mind rather to banish him, Caesar had permitted 
him so to do. So he for a little while revived, 
and had a desire to live; but presently after he 
was overborne by his pains, and was disordered 
by want of food, and by a convulsive cough, and 
endeavored to prevent a natural death; so he 
took an apple and asked for a knife, for he used 
to pare apples and eat them; he then looked 
round about to see that there was nobody to 
hinder him, and lifted up his right hand as ii he 
would stab himself; but Achiabus, his first cousin, 
came running to him, and held his hand, and 
hindered him from so doing; on which occasion a 
very great lamentation was made in the palace, 
as if the king was expiring. As soon as ever An¬ 
tipater heard that, he took courage, and with 
joy in his looks besought his keepers, for a sum 
of money, to loose him and let him go; but the 
principal keeper of the prison did not only ob¬ 
struct him in that his intention, but ran and told 
the king what his design was, hereupou the king 
cried out louder than his distemper would well 
bear, and immediately sent some of his guards 
and slew Antipater; he also g< ve order to have 
him buried at Hyrcanium, and altered his tes¬ 
tament again, and therein made Archelaus, his 
eldest son, and the brother of Antipas, his suc¬ 
cessor, and made Antipas Utrarch. 

8. So Herod, having survived the slaughter of 
his son five days, died, having reigned thirty- 
four years since he had caused Autigouus to be 
slain, and obtained his kingdom; but thirty-seven 
years since he had been made king by the Ro¬ 
mans. Now, as for his fortune, it was prosper¬ 
ous in all other respects, if ever any other man 
could be so, since, from a private man he obtain¬ 
ed the kingdom, and kept it so Jong, and left it to 
his own sons; but still, in his domestic affairs he 
was a most unfortunate man. Now before the 
soldiers knew of his death, Salome and her hus¬ 
band came out and dismissed those that were in 
bonds, whom the king had commanded to be 
slain, and told them that he had altered his mind, 
and would have every one of them sent to their 
own homes. When these men were gone, Sa¬ 
lome told the soldiers [the king >vas dead,] and 
got them and the rest of the multitude togt flier 
to an assembly, in the amphitheatre in Jericho, 
where Ptolemy, who was entrusted tv the king 
with his signet-ring, came before them, and 
spoke of the happiness the king had attained, and 
comforted the multitude, and read the epistle 
which had been left for the soldiers, wherein he 
earnestly exhorted them to bear good-will to his 
successor; and after he had read the epistle, he 
opened and read his testament, wherein Philip 
was to inherit Trachonitis and the neighboiing 
countries, and Antipas was to be tetrarch, as we 
said before, and Archelaus was made kin^. He 
had also been commanded to carry Herod’s rin«r 
to Caesar, and the settlements lie had made sealed 
up, because Ckesar was to be lord of ail the set- 
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demerits he had made, and was to confirm his 
testament; and he ordered that the dispositions 
he had made were to be kept as they were in his 
former testament. 

9. So there was an acclamation made to Arche¬ 
laus, to congratulate him upon his advancement, 
and the soldiers, with the multitude, went round 
about in troops, and promised him their good¬ 
will, and beside*, prayed God to bless his govern¬ 
ment. After this they betook themselves to pre¬ 
pare for the king's funeral; and Archelaus omit¬ 
ted nothing of magnificenfce therein, but brought 
out all the royal ornaments to augment the pomp 
of the deceased. There was a bier all of gold, 
embroidered with precious stones, and a purple 
bed of various contexture, with the dead body 


upon it, covered with purple; and a diadem was 
put upon his head, and a crown of gold above it; 
and a sceptre in his right hand; and near to the 
bier were Herod’s sons, and a multitude of his 
kindred; next to whom came his guards, and the 
regiments of Thracians, the Germans also and 
Gauls, all accoutred as if they were going to 
war; but the rest of the army went foremost, 
armed, and following their captains and officers 
In a regular manner; after whom five hundred 
of his domestic servants and freed-nien followed 
with sweet spices in their hands: and the body 
was carried two hundred furlongs to Herodium 
where he had given orders to be buried. And 
this shall suffice for the conclusion of the life of 
Ilerod. 


BOOK II. 

CONTAINING TUB INTERVAL OF SIXTY-NINE YEARS.—FROM THE DEATH OF HEROD TILL 
VESPASIAN WAS SENT TO SUBDUE THE JEWS BY NERO. 


CHAP. 1. 

Archelaus makes a Funeral Feast for the People 

on account of Ilerod; after which a great 

Tumult is raised by the Multitude , and he sends 

the Soldiers out upon them , who destroy about 

three thousand of them . 

$ 1. Now the necessity which Archelaus was 
under of taking a journey to Ilorne was the oc¬ 
casion of new disturbances; for when he had 
mourned for his father seven dajs,* and had given 
a very expensive funeral feast to the multitude, 
(which custom i* the occasion of poverty to many 
of the Jew3, because they are forced to feast the 
multitude; for if any one omits it, he is not es¬ 
teemed a holy person,) he put on a white gar¬ 
ment, and went up to the temple, where the peo¬ 
ple accosted him with various acelamatiuns. lie 
also spoke kindly to the multitude from an ele¬ 
vated seat, and a throne of gold, and returned 
them thanks for the zeal they had shown about 
his father’s funeral, and the submission they had 
made to him, a* if he were already settled in the 
kingdom; but he told them withal, that “ lie would 
not atpresent take upon him either the authority 
of a king, or the names thereto belonging, until 
Caesar, who is made lord of this whole affair by 
the testament, confirm the succession; for that 
when the soldiers would have set the diadem on 
his head at Jericho, he \vould not accept of it; 
but that lie would make abundant requitals, not 
to the soldiers only, but to the people, for their 
alacrity and good-will to him, when the superior 
lords [the Romans] should have given him a 
complete title to the kingdom: for that it should 
be bis study to appear in all tilings better than 
his father." 

2. Upon lliis the multitude were pleased, and 
presently made a trial of what he intended, by 
asking great thing* of him; for some made a 
clamor that he would ease them in their taxes; 
others, that lie would take off the duties upon 
commodities; and some, that he would loose 
those that were in prison; in all which cases he 
answered readily to their satisfaction, in order 
to get the good-will of the multitude; after 
which he offered [the proper] sacrifices, and 
feasted with his friends. And here it was that a 
great many of tliuM* that desired innovations, 
came in crowds towards the evening, and began 
then to mourn on their own account, when the 
public mourning for the king was over. These 

* Hear Dean Aldrirh’s note on this place.—“The law 
or custom of the Jews,” gays lie, “requires seven days’ 
mourning for the dead, A ntiq. B. xvii. chap. viii. sect. 4. 
Whence the author of the hook of Ecclcsiaslicus, ch. 
x xii. 12, assigns seven days as the proper timeof mourn¬ 
ing for the dead, and rhap. xxxviii. J7, enjoins men to 
a*ourn for tlie dead, that they may not beevil spoken of; 
for, as Josephus says presenily, if any one omits this 


lamented those that were put to death by Herod, 
because they had cut down the golden eagle that 
had been over the gate of the temple. A or was 
this mourning of a private nature, but the lamen¬ 
tations were very great, the mourning solemn, 
and the. weeping such as was loudly heard all 
over the city, as being for those men who had 
perished for the laws of their country, and for the 
temple. They cried out, that a punishment ought 
to be inflicted for these men upon those that 
were honored by Ilerod; and that, in the first 
place, the man whom he had made high priest 
should be deprived, and that it was fit to choose 
a person of greater piety and purity than he was. 

3. At these clamors Archelaus was provoked, 
but restrained himself from taking vengeance on 
the authors, on account of the baste he was in 
of going to Rome, as fearing lest, upon his ma¬ 
king war on the multitude, such an action might 
detain him at home. Accordingly he made trial 
to quiet the innovators by persuasion rather than 
by force, and sent his general in a private way to 
them, and by him exhorted them to be quiet. 
But the j-ediiious threw stones at him, and drove 
him away as he came into the temple, and be¬ 
fore lie could say any thing to them. The like 
treatment they showed to others, who came to 
them after him, many of whom were sent by 
Archelaus, in order to reduce them to sobriety, 
and these answered still on all occasions affer a 
passionate manner; and it openly appeared that 
they would not be quiet, if their numbers were 
but considerable. And indeed at the feast of un¬ 
leavened bread, which was now at hand, and is 
by the Jews called the Passover, and used to be 
celebrated with a great number of sacrifices, an 
innumerable multitude of the people came out of 
the country to worship: some of these stood in 
the temple bewailing tlie rabbins [that had been 
ut to death,] and procured their sustenance by 
egging, in order to support their sedition. At 
tins Archelaus was affrighted, and privately sent 
a tribune, with his cohort of soldiers, upon them, 
before the disease should spread over the whole 
multitude, and gave orders that they should con¬ 
strain those that begun the tumult, by force, to 
be quiet. At these the whole multitude were 
irritated, and threw stones at many of the sol¬ 
diers, and killed them: but the tribune fled away- 
wounded, and had much ado to escape so. After 
which they betook themselves to their sacrifices, 
as if they had done no mischief; nor did it ap- 

mourning [funeral feast] lie is not esteemed a holy per¬ 
son. Now it is certain that such a seven days' mourn¬ 
ing lias been customary from times of the greatest an¬ 
tiquity, Gen. I. 10. Funeral feasts are also mentioned 
ns of considerable antiquity, Ezek. xxiv. 17;Jer. xvi. 
7; J’rov. xxxi. 6; Deut. xxvi. 14; Josephus, Of the War, 
B.iii.ch.ix. sect. 5.” 
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pear to Archelaus that the multitude could be 
restrained without bloodshed; so he sent his 
whole army upon them, the footmen in great 
multitudes,'by the way of the city, and the horse¬ 
men by the way of the plain, who, falling upon 
them on the sudden, as they were offering their 
sacrifices, destroyed about three thousand of 
them; but the rest of the multitude were dis¬ 
persed upon the adjoining mountains; these were 
followed by Archefaus's heralds, who command¬ 
ed every one to retire to their own homes; 
whither'they all went, and left the festival. 

CHAP. II. 

Archelaus go es to Rome with a great number of 

his Kindred. He is there accused before Ccesar 

by Antipater; but is superior to his Accusers in 

Judgment , by the Means of that Defence which 

JYicolaus made for him . 

§ 1. Archelaus went down to the seaside, 
with his mother and his friends, Poplas, and 
Ptolemy, aad Nicolaus, and left behind him Phi¬ 
lip, to be his steward in the palace, and to take 
care of his domestic affairs. Salome went also 
along with him with her sons, as did also the 
king’s brethren and sons-in-law. These, in ap¬ 
pearance, went to give him all the assistance 
they were able, in order to secure his succes¬ 
sion, but in reality to accuse him for his breach 
of the laws, by what he had done at the temple. 

2. But as they were come to Caesarea, Sabinus, 
the procurator of Syria, met them ; he was going 
up to Judea, to secure Herod’s effects: but Va¬ 
rus, [president of Syria,] who was come thither, 
restrained him from going any farther. This 
Varus, Archelaus had sent for, by the earnest 
entreaty of Ptolemy. At this time indeed, Sa¬ 
binus, to gratify Varus, neither went to the cita¬ 
dels, nor aid he shut up the treasuries where his 
father’s money was laid up, but promised that 
he would lie still until Caesar should have taken 
cognizance of the affair. So he abode at Caesa¬ 
rea; but as soon as those that were his liinder- 
ance were gone, when Varus was gone to Anti¬ 
och, aad Archelaus was sailed to Rome, he im¬ 
mediately went on to Jerusalem, and seized upon 
the palace. And when he had called for the go¬ 
vernors of the citadels, and the stewards [of the 
king's private affairs,] he tried to sift out the ac¬ 
counts of the money, and to take possession of 
the citadels. But the governors of those cita¬ 
dels were not unmindful of the commands laid 
upon them by Archelaus, and continued to guard 
them, and said, the custody of them rather be¬ 
longed to Ciesar than to Archelaus. 

3. In the mean time Antipas went also to Rome, 
to strive for the kingdom, and to insist that the 
former testament, wherein he was named to be 
king, was valid before the latter testament. Sa¬ 
lome had also promised to assist him, as had 
many of Archelaus’s kindred, who sailed along 
with Archelaus himself -also. lie also carried 
along with him his mother, and Ptolemy the bro¬ 
ther of Nicolaus, who seemed one of great 
weight, on account of the great trust Herod put 
in him, he having been one of his most honored 
friends. However, Antipas depended chiefly 
upon Ireneus, the orator, upon whose authority 
he had rejected such as advised him to yield to 
Archelaus, because he was his elder brother, 
anti because the second testament gave the king¬ 
dom to him. Tiie inclinations also of all Arche¬ 
laus’s kindred, who hated him, were removed to 
Antipas, when they came to Rome, although in 
the first place every one rather desired to live 
under their own laws, [without a king,] nnd to 
be under a Roman governor: but if they should 
fail in that point, these desired that Antipas 
might be their king. 

4. Sabinus did also afford these his assistance 
to the same purpose, by the letters he sent, 
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wherein lie accused Archelaus before Caesar, and 
highly commended Antipas. Salome also, and 
those with her, put the crimes which they ac¬ 
cused Archelaus of in order, aad put them into 
Cesar's hands: and after they had done that, 
Archelaus wrote down the reasons of his claim, 
and, by Ptolemy, sent in his father’s ring, and 
uis father's accounts. And when Caesar had 
nr<*turely weighed by himself what both had to 
allege for themselves, as also had considered of 
the great burden of the kingdom, and largeness 
of the revenues, and withal the number of the 
children Herod had left behind him, and had 
moreover read the letters he had received from 
Varus and Sabinus on this occasion, he assem¬ 
bled the principal persons among the Romans 
together, (in which assembly Caius, the son of 
Agrippa, and his daughter Julias, but by himself 
adopted for his own son, sat in the first seat,) and 
gave the pleaders leave to speak. 

5. Then stood up Salome’s son, Antipater, (who 
of all Archelaus’s antagonists was the shrewd¬ 
est pleader,) and accused him in the following 
speech; “That Archelaus did in words contend 
for the kingdom, but that in deed he had long ex¬ 
ercised royal authority, aad so did but iasult 
Caesar in desiring to be now heard on that 
account; since he had not staid for his de¬ 
termination about the succession, and since he 
had suborned certain persoos, after Herod’s 
death, to move for putting the diadem upon his 
head; since he had set himself down in the 
throne, and given answers as a king, and altered 
the disposition of the army, and granted to some 
higher dignities: that he had also complied in all 
things with the people in the requests they had 
made to him as to their king, and had also dis¬ 
missed those that had been put into bonds by his 
father, for most important reasons. Now, after 
all this, he desires the shadow of that royal au¬ 
thority, whose substance he had already seized 
to'himself, and so hath made Caesar lord, not of 
things, but of words. He also reproached him 
further, that his mourning for his father was only 
pretended, while he put on a sad countenance in 
the day-time, but drank to great excess in the 
night, from which behavior, he said, the late 
disturbance among the multitude came, while 
they had an indignation thereat.” And indeed 
the purport of his whole discourse was to aggra¬ 
vate Archelaus's crime in slaving such a multi¬ 
tude about the temple, which multitude came to 
the festival, but were barbarously slain in the 
midst of their own sacrifices; and he said, “ there 
was such a vast number of dead bodies heaped 
together in the temple, as even a foreign war, 
should that come upon them [suddenly,] before 
it was denounced, could not have heaped to¬ 
gether. And he added, that it was the foresight 
iiis father had of that his barbarity, which made 
him never give him any hopes of the kingdom, 
but when his mind was more infirm than his 
body, and he was not able to reason soundly, and 
did not well know what was the character of that 
son, whom in his second testament he made his 
successor; and this was done bv him at a time 
when he had no complaints to make of him 
whom he had named before wilt a he was sound 
in body, nnd when his mind was free troin all 
passion. That, however, if any one should sup¬ 
pose Herod’s judgment, when he was sick, was 
superior to that at another time, yet had Arche¬ 
laus forfeited his kingdom by his own behavior, 
and those his actions, which were contrary to the 
law, and to its disadvantage. Or vvliat sort oi a 
king will this man be, when he hath obtained Hie 
government from Ciesar, who hath slain so rnanj 
before he hath obtained it.” 

G. When Antipater had spoken largely to this 
purpose, and had prodaced n great number of 
Archelaus’s kindred as witnesses to prove every 
part of the accusation, lie ended his discourse. 
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Then stood un Nicolaus to plead for Archelaus. 
He alleged, that “ the slaughter in the temple 
could not be avoided; that those that were slain 
were become enemies not to Archelaus’s king¬ 
dom only, but to Ccesar, who was to determine 
about him. He also demonstrated, that Arche¬ 
laus’s accusers had advised him to perpetrate 
ether things,, of which he might have been ac¬ 
cused. But ne insisted that the latter testament 
should, for this reason, above all others, be es¬ 
teemed valid, because Herod had therein appoint¬ 
ed Caesar to be the person who should confirm 
the succession; for he who showed such pru¬ 
dence as to recede from his own power, and yield 
it up to the lord of the world, cannot be supposed 
mistaken in his judgment about him that was to 
be his heir: and he that so well knew whom to 
choose for arbitrator of the succession, could not 
be unacquainted with him whom he chose for his 
successor.” 

7. When Nicolaus had gone through all he had 
to say, Archelaus came and fell down before Cae¬ 
sar’s knees, without any noise. Upon which he 
raised him up, after a very obliging manner, and 
declared that truly he was worthy to succeed his 
father. However, he still made no firm determi¬ 
nation in his case: but when he had dismissed 
those assessors that had been with him that day, 
he deliberated by himself about the allegations 
which he had heard, whether it were fit to con¬ 
stitute any of those named in the testaments for 
Herod’s successor, or whether the government 
should be parted among all his posterity, and 
this because of the number of those that seemed 
to stand in need of support therefrom. 

CHAP. III. 

The Jews fight a great Battle with Sabinus's Sol¬ 
diers , andagreat Destruction ismadc at Jeru¬ 
salem. 

§ 1. Now before Caesar had determined any 
thing about these affairs, Malthaoc, Archelaus’s 
mother, fell sick and died. Letters also were 
brought out of Syria from Varus, about a revolt 
of the Jews. Tfiis was foreseen by Varus, who 
accordingly, after Archelaus tvas sailed, went 
up to Jerusalem to restrain the promoters of the 
sedition, since it was manifest that the nation 
would not be at rest; so he left one of those le¬ 
gions which he brought with him out of Syria in 
the city, and went himself to Antioch. Hut Sa- 
binus came, after he was gone, and gave them 
an occasion of making innovations; for lie com¬ 
pelled the keepers of the citadels to deliver them 
up to him, and made a bitter search after the 
king’s money, as depending not only on the sol¬ 
diers who were left by Varus, but on the multi¬ 
tude of bis own servants, all of whom he armed, 
and used as the instruments of his covetousness. 
Now when that feast, which was observed after 
seven weeks, and which the Jews call Pente¬ 
cost (i. e.. the fiftieth day,) was at hand, its name 
being taken from the number of days [after the 
passover,] the people got together, but not on 
account of the accustomed divine worship, but 
of the indignation they had [at the present state 
of affairs.1 Wherefore an immense multitude 
ran togetfier, out of Galilee, and Idumea, and 
Jericho, and Perea, that was beyond Jordan; 
but the people that naturally belonged to Judea 
itself were above the rest, both in number and 
in the alacrity of the men. So they distributed 
themselves into three parts, and pitched their 
camps in three places; one at the north side of 
the temple, nnother at the south side, by the 
Hippodrome, and the third part were at the 
palace on the west. So they lay round about 
the Romans on every side, and besieged them. 

2. Now Sabinus was affrighted, both at the 
multitude and at their courage, and sent mes- 
•engers to Varus continually, and besought him , 
to come to his succor quickly, for that, if he de- • 
layed, his legion would be cut to pieces. As for ! 


Sabinus himself, he got up to the highest tower 
of the fortress, which was called Phasaelus: it is 
of the same name with Herod’s brother, who 
was destroyed by the Parthians: and then he 
made signs to the soldiers of that legion to attack 
the enemy; for his astonishment was so great, 
that hedurst not go down to his own men. Here¬ 
upon the soldiers were prevailed upon, and leaped 
out into the temple, and fought a terrible battle 
with the Jews; in which, while there were none 
over their heads to distress them, they were too 
hard for them, by their skill, and the others’ 
want of skill, in war; but when once many of the 
Jews had gotten up to the top of the cloisters, 
and threw their darts downwards upon the heads 
of the Romans, there were a great many of them 
destroyed. Nor was it easy to avenge themselves 
upon those that threw their weapons from on 
high, nor was it more easy for them to sustain 
those who came to fight them hand to hand. 

3. Since, therefore, the Romans were sorely 
afflicted by both these circumstances, they set 
fire to their cloisters, which were works to be ad¬ 
mired, both on account of their magnitude, and 
costliness. Whereupon those that were above 
them were presently encompassed with the 
flame, and many of them perished therein; a9 
many of them also were destroyed by the enemy, 
who came suddenly upon them; some of them 
also threw themselves down from the walls back¬ 
ward, and some there were who, from the despe¬ 
rate condition they were in, prevented the fire, 
by killing themselves with their own swords; 
but so many of them as crept out from the walls, 
and came upon the Romans, were easily master¬ 
ed by them, by reason of the astonishment they 
were under; until at last some of the Jews 
being destroyed, and others dispersed by the 
terror they were in, the soldiers fell upon the 
treasure of God, which was now deserted, and 
plundered about four hundred talents, of which 
sum Sabinus got together all that was not car¬ 
ried away by the soldiers. 

4. However, this destruction of the works 
[about the temple,] and of the men, occasioned 
a much greater number, and those of a more 
warlike sort, to get together, to oppose the Ro¬ 
mans. These encompassed the palace round, 
and threatened to destroy all that were in it, 
unless they went their ways quickly; for they 
promised that Sabinus should come to no harm, 
jf he would go out with his legions. There were 
also a great many of the king’s part}' who de¬ 
serted the Romans, and assisted the Jews; yet 
did the most warlike body of them all, who were 
three thousand of the men of Scbaste, go over 
to the. Romans. Rufus also, and Gratus, their 
captains, did the. same, (Gratus having the foot 
of the king’s party under him, and Rufus the 
horse,) each of wliom, even without the forces 
under them, were of great weight, on account 
of their strength and wisdom, which turn the 
scales in war. Now the Jews persevered in the 
siege, and tried to break down the walls of the 
fortress, and cried out to Sabinus and his party, 
that they should go their ways, and not prove 
a ltindrrance to them, now they honed, after a 
long time, to recover that ancient liberty which 
tiieir forefathers had enjoyed. Sabinus indeed 
was well contented to go out of the danger he 
was in, but he distrusted the assurances the 
Jews gave him, and suspected such gentle treat¬ 
ment was but a bait laid as a snare for them 
this consideration, together with the hopes he 
had of succor from Varus, made him bear the 
siege still longer. 

CHAP. IV. 

Herod's veteran Soldiers become tumultuous. The 

Robberies of Judas. Simon and Jit hr ongeus take 

the name of King upon them. 
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the opportunity that now offered itself induced a 
great many to set up for kings. And indeed in 
Idumea two thousand of Herod’s veteran sol¬ 
diers got together, and armed themselves, and 
fought against those of the king’s party; against 
whom Achiabus, the king’s first cousin, fought, 
and that out of some of the places that were the 
most strongly fortified; but so as to avoid a di¬ 
rect conflict with them in the plains. In Seopho- 
ris also, a city of Galilee, there was one Judas, 
(the son of the arch-robber Hezekias,) who 
formerly overran the country, and had been sub¬ 
dued by king Herod: this man got no small mul¬ 
titude together, and broke open the place where 
the royal armor was laid up, and armed those 
about him, and attacked those that were so ear¬ 
nest to gain the dominion. 

2. In Perea also, Simon, one of the servants of 
the king, relying upon the handsome appearance 
and tallness of his body, put a diadem upon his 
own head also; he also went about with a com¬ 
pany of robbers that he had gotten together, and 
burnt down the royal palace that was at Jericho, 
and many other costly edifices besides, and pro¬ 
cured himself very easily spoils by rapine, as 
snatching them out of the fire. And he had soon 
burnt down all the fine edifices, if Gratus, the 
captain of the foot of the king’s party, had not 
taken the Trachonite archers, and the most war¬ 
like of Sebaste, and met the man. His footmen 
were slain in the battle in abundance: Gratus 
also cut to pieces Simon himself, as he was flying 
along a strait valley, when he gave him an 
oblique stroke upon his neck, as he ran away, 
and broke it. The royal palaces that were near 
Jordan at Betherampha were also burnt down 
by some other of the seditious that came out of 
Perea. 

3. At this time it was that a certain shepherd 
ventured to set himself up for a king; he was 
called Athrongeus. It was his strength of body 
that made him expect such a dignity, as well as 
his soul, which despised death; and besides these 
qualifications, he had four brethren like himself. 
He put a troop of armed men under each of these 
his brethren, and made use of them as his gene¬ 
rals and commanders when he made his incur¬ 
sions, while he did himself act like a king, and 
meddled only with the more important allairs: 
and at this time he put a diadem about his head, 
and continued after that to overrun the country 
for no little time with his brethren, and became 
their leader in killing both the Romans and those 
of the king’s party; nor did any Jew escape him, 
if any gain could accrue to him thereby. He 
once ventured to encompass a whole troop of Ro¬ 
mans at Emmaus, who were carrying corn and 
weapons to their legion: his men therefore shot 
their arrows and darts, and thereby slew their 
centurion Arius, and forty of the stoutest men, 
while the rest of them who were in danger of 
the same fate, upon the coming of Gratus, with 
those of Sebaste, to their assistance, escaped. 
And when these men had thus served both their 
own countrymen and foreigners, and that through 
this whole war, three of them were after some 
time subdued, the eldest by Archelaus, the two 
next by falling into the hands of Gratus and Pto- 
lenieus; but the fourth delivered himself up to 
Archelaus, upon his giving him his right hand 
for security. However, this their end was not 
till afterward, while at present they filled all Ju¬ 
dea with a piratic war. 

CHAP. V. 

f arus composes the Tumults xn Judea, and cru¬ 
cifies about two thoxisajxd of the Seditioxts. 

§ 1. Upon Varus’s reception of the letters 
that were written by Sabinus and the captains, 
he could not avoid being afraid for the whole le¬ 
gion [he had left there.] So he made haste to 
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their relief, and took with nirn the other two le¬ 
gions, with the four troops of horsemen to them 
belonging, and marched to Ptolemais; having 
given orders for the auxiliaries that were sent by 
the kings and governors of cities to meet him 
there. Moreover, he received from the people of 
Berytus, as he passed through their city, fifteen 
hundred armed men. IVow as soon as the other 
body of auxiliaries were come to Ptolemais, as 
well as Aretas the Arabian, (who, out of the ha¬ 
tred he bore to Herod, brought a great army of 
horse and foot,) Varus sent a pari of his army 
presently to Galilee, which lay near to Ptolemais 
and Caius one of his friends for their captain. 
This Caius put those that met him to flight, and 
took the city Sepphoris, and burnt it, and made 
slaves of its inhabitants; but as for Varus him¬ 
self, he marched to Samaria with his whole army, 
where he did not meddle with the city itself, be¬ 
cause he found that it had made no commotion 
during these troubles, but pitched his camp about 
a certain village, which was called Arus. It be¬ 
longed to Ptolemy, and on that account was plun¬ 
dered by the Arabians, who were very angry 
even at Herod’s friends also. He then inarch¬ 
ed on to the village Sampho, another fortified 
place, which they plundered, as they had done 
the other. As they carried oflf all the money they 
lighted upon, belonging to the public revenues, 
ail was now full of fire and bloodshed, and no¬ 
thing could resist the plunders of the Arabians. 
Emmaus was also burnt, upon the flight of its 
inhabitants, and this at the commandjof Varus, 
out of his rage at the slaughter of those that 
were about Arus. 

2. Thence he marched on to Jerusalem, and as 
soon as he was but seen by the Jews, he made 
their camps disperse themselves: they also went 
away, and fled up and down the country; but 
the citizens received him, and cleared themselves 
of having any hand in this revolt; and said, that 
they had raised no commotions, but had been 
forced to admit the multitude because of the fes¬ 
tival, and that they were rather besieged toge¬ 
ther with the Romans, than assisted those that 
had revolted. There had before this met him 
Joseph, the first cousin of Archelaus, aud Gra¬ 
tus, together with Rufus, who led those of Se¬ 
baste, as well as the king’s army; there also 
met him those of the Roman legion, armed after 
their accustomed manner; for as to Sabinus, he 
durst not come into Varus’s sight, but was gone 
out of the city before this, to the seaside; but 
Varus sent a part of his army into the country, 
against those that had been the authors of this 
commotion, and as they caught great numbers 
of them, those that appeared to have been the 
least concerned in these tumults, he put into cus¬ 
tody, but such as were the most gui ty, he cru¬ 
cified; these were in number about two thousand. 

3. He was also informed, that there continued 
in Idumea, ten thousand men still in arms: but 
when he found that the Arabians did not act like 
auxiliaries, but managed the war according to 
their own passions, and did mischief to the coun¬ 
try otherwise than he intended, nnd this out of 
their hatred to Ilcrod, he sent them away, but 
made haste with his own legions to march against 
those that had revolted; but these, by the advice 
of Achiabus, delivered themselves up to him be¬ 
fore it came to a battle. Then did Varus forgive 
the multitude their offences, but sent their cap¬ 
tains to Ciesar to be examined by him. J\ow 
Ciesar forgave the rest, but gave orders that cer¬ 
tain of the king’s relations (for some of those 
that were among them were Herod’s kinsmenA 
should be put to death, beenuse they had engaged 
in n war against a king of their own family. 
When therefore Vnrus had settled matters at Je¬ 
rusalem after this manner, and had left the for¬ 
mer legion there ns a garrison, he returned to 
Antioch. 
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CHAP. VI. i 

The Jews greatly complain of Archelaus, and j 
desire that they may be made subject to Roman 
Governors . But when Cwsar had heard what 
they had ta say , he distributed Herod’s Do¬ 
minions among his Sons , according to his own 
Pleasure. 

$ ]. Put now came another accusation from 
the Jews against Archclaus at Rome, which he 
was to answer to. It was made, by those ambas¬ 
sadors, who, before the revolt, had come, by 
Varus’s permission, to plead for the liberty of 
their country; those that came were fifty in num¬ 
ber, but there were more than eight thousand of 
the Jews at Rome who supported them. And 
when Ciesar had assembled a council of the prin¬ 
cipal Romans in Apollo’s temple,* that was in 
the palace, (this was what he had himself built 
and adorned at a vast expense,) the multitude of 
the Jews stood with the ambassadors, and on the 
other side stood Archclaus, with his friends: but 
as for the kindred of Archelaus, they stood on 
neither side; for to stand on Archelaus’s side, 
their hatred to him, and envy at him, would not 
give them leave; while yet they were afraid to 
be seen by Caesar with his accusers. Besides 
these, there was present Archelaus’s brother 
Philip, being sent hither beforehand out of kind¬ 
ness by Varus for two reasons; the one was this, 
that he might be assisting to Archelaus; and the 
other was this, that in case Ctesar should make 
a distribution of what Herod possessed among 
his posterity, he might obtain some share of it. 

2. And now, upon the permission that was 
given the accusers to speak, they in the first 
place went over Herod's breaches of their law', 
and said, that “ he was not a king, but the most 
barbarous of all tyrants, and that they had found 
him to be such by the sufferings they underwent 
from him; that when a very great number had 
been slain by him, those that were left had en¬ 
dured such miseries, that they called those that 
were dead happy men; that he had not only tor¬ 
tured the bodies of his subjects, but entire cities, 
and had done much harm to the cities of his own 
country, while he adorned those that belonged to 
foreigners, and he shed the blood of Jews, in 
order to do kindness to those people who were 
out of their bounds; that he had filled the nation 
full of poverty and the greatest iniquity, instead 
of that happiness and those laws which they had 
anciently enjoyed; that, in short, the Jews had 
borne more calamities from Herod in a few 
years, than had their forefathers during all that 
interval of time that had passed since they had 
come out of Babylon, and returned home, in the 
reign of Xerxes:f that, however, the nation was 
come to so low a condition, by being inured to 
hardships, that they submitted to his successor 
of their own accord, though he brouglft them 
into bitter slavery: that accordingly they readily 
called Archelaus, though he was the son of so 

f 'reat a tyrant, king, after the decease of his 
ather, and joined with him in mourning for the 
death of Herod, anti wishing him good success in 
that his succession; while yet this Archelaus, 
lest he should be in danger oi" not being thought 
the genuine son of Herod, began his reign with 
the murder of three thousand citizens; as if he 
had a mind to offer 90 many bloody sacrifices to 
God for his government, nnd to fill the temple 
with the like number of dead bodies at that (es¬ 
tival: that, however, those that were left after so 
many miseries, had just reason to consider now 
at last the calamities they had undergone, and to 
oppose themselves like soldiers in war, to re- 

* This holding a ronnrll in the temple of Apollo, in the 
emperor’s palace at Home, by Augustus, and even the 
building nfthelenjple magnificently by himself in that 
palarc, are exartly agreeable to Augustus, in his elder 
years, ns Aldrirh and Hpnnlicim observe and prove 
from Suetonius and Propertius. 


ceive those stripes upon their faces [but not upon 
their backs as hitherto.] Whereupon they pray¬ 
ed that the Romans would have compassion upon 
the [poor] remains of Judea, and not expose 
what was left of them to such as barbarously 
tore them to pieces, and that they would join 
their country to Syria, and administer the go¬ 
vernment bv their own commanders, whereby it 
would [soon] be demonstrated that those who are 
under the calumny of seditious persons, and 
lovers of war, know how to bear governors that 
are set over them, if they be but tolerable oiks.” 
So the Jews concluded their accusation with this 
request. Then rose up .Nicolaus and confuted 
the accusations which were brought against the 
kings, and himself accused the Jewish nation, as 
hard to be ruled, and as naturally disobedient to 
kings. He also reproached all those kinsmen of 
Archelaus’ tvho had left him, and were gone 
over to his accusers. 

3. So Caesar, after he had heard both sides, 
dissolved the assembly for that time; but a few 
days afterward, he gave the one half of Herod’s 
kingdom to Archelaus, by the name of Ethnarch, 
and promised to make him king also afterward, 
if he rendered himself worthy of that dignity. 
But as to the other half, he divided it into two 
tetrarchies, and gave them to two other sons of 
Herod, the one of them to Philip, and the other 
to that Antipas, who contested the kingdom with 
Archelaus. Under this last was Perea, and Ga¬ 
lilee, with a revenue of two hundred talents: but 
Batanea, and Trachonitis, and Aurnnitis, and 
certain parts of Zeno’s house about Jamnia, with 
a revenue of a hundred talents, tvere made sub¬ 
ject to Philip: while Idumea, and all Judea, and 
Samaria, were parts of the ethnarchy of Arche¬ 
laus, although Samaria was eased of one quar¬ 
ter of its taxes, out of regard to their not having 
revolted with the rest of the nation. He also 
made subject to him the following cities, viz. 
Slrato's Tower, and Sebaste, and Joppa, and Je¬ 
rusalem; but as to the Grecian cities, Gaza, and 
Gadara, and Hippos, he cut them off from the 
kingdom, and added them to Syria. .Now the 
revenue of the country that was given to Aixhe- 
laus, was four hundred talents. Salome also, 
besides what the king had left her in his testa¬ 
ments, was now made mistress of Jamnia, and 
Ashdod, and Phasaelis. Caesar did moreover 
bestoiv upon her the royal palace of Ascalon; by 
all which she got together a revenue of sixty ta¬ 
lents; but he put her house under the ethnarchy 
of Archelaus. And for the rest of Herod’s oil- 
spring, they received what was bequeathed to 
them in his testaments; but besides that, Cae¬ 
sar granted to Herod’s two virgin daughters five 
hundred thousand [drachmae] of silver, and gave 
them in marriage to the sons of Pheroras; but 
after this family distribution, he gave between 
them what had been bequeathed to him by He¬ 
rod, which was a thousand talents, reserving to 
himself only some inconsiderable presents in 
honor of the deceased. 

CHAP. VII. 

The History of the spurious Alexander. Arche¬ 
laus is banished, and Glaphyra dies , after what 

was to happen to both of them had been showed 

them in Dreams. 

$ 1. In the mean time there was a man, who 
was by birth a Jew, but brought up at Sidon with 
one of the. Roman frred-men, who falsely pre¬ 
tended, on account of the resemblance of their 
countenances, (hat he was that Alexander who 
was slain by Herod. This man came to Rome, 

f Here wc linve a strong confirmation that it \va« 
Xerxes, nnd not Artaxerxes, under whntu the main 
l»artof ilie Jews returned out of the Babylonian captiv¬ 
ity, r. c.in the days of Kzra and Nehcmiah. The same 
tiling is in the Antiquities, B. xi. ch. v. sect 1 
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in hopes of not being detected. lie had one who 
was nis assistant, of his own nation, and w’ho 
knew all the affairs of the kingdom, and instruct¬ 
ed him to say how those that were sent to kill 
him and Aristobulus had pity upon them, and 
stole them away, by putting^bodies that were 
like theirs in their places. This man deceived 
the Jews that were at Crete, and got a great deal 
of money of them for travelling in splendor: 
and thence sailed to Melos, where he was thought 
so certainly genuine, that he got a great deal 
more money, and prevailed with those that had 
treated him to sail along with him to Rome. So 
he landed at Dicearchia, [Puteoli,] and got very 
large presents from the Jews who dwelt there, 
and was conducted by his father’s friends as if he 
were a king; nay, the resemblance in bis coun¬ 
tenance procured him so much credit that those 
who had seen Alexander, and had known him 
very well, would take their oaths that he was the 
very 3 ame person. Accordingly, the whole body 
of the Jews that were at Rome ran out in crowds 
to see him, and an innumerable multitude there 
was which stood in the narrow places, through 
which he was carried ; for those of Melos were 
so far distracted, that they carried him in a se¬ 
dan, and maintained a royal attendance for him 
at their own proper charges. 

2. But Caesar, who knew perfectly well the 
lineaments of Alexander’s face, because he had 
been accused by Herod before him, doubted the 
truth of the story, even before he saw the man. 
However, he suffered the agreeable fame that 
went of him to have some weight with him, and 
sent Celedus, one who well knew Alexander, and 
ordered him to bring the young man to him. But 
when Caesar saw him, he immediately discerned 
a difference in his countenance, and when he had 
discovered that his whole-body was of a more 
robust texture, and like that of a slave, he un¬ 
derstood that the whole was a contrivance. But 
the impudence of what he said greatly provoked 
him to be angry at him; for when he was asked 
about Aristobulus, be said that “ he was also pre¬ 
served alive, and was left on purpose in Cyprus for 
fear of treachery, because it would be harder for 
plotters to get them both into their power while 
they were separate.” Then did Ccesar take him 
by himself privatelv, and said to him, “ 1 will give 
thee thy life, if thou wilt discover who it was 
that persuaded thee to forge such stories.” So 
he said, that he would discover him, and follow¬ 
ed Cffisar, and pointed to that Jew who abused 
the resemblance of his face to get money; for 
that he had received more presents in every 
city than ever Alexander did when he was alive. 
Caesar laughed at the contrivance, and put this 
spurious Alexander among his rowers, on ac¬ 
count of the strength of his body, but ordered 
him that persuaded him to be pul to death. But 
for the people of Melos, they had been sufficient¬ 
ly punished for their folly, by the expenses they 
had been at on his account. 

3. And now Archelaus took possession of his 
ethnarchy, and used not the Jews only, but the 
Samaritans also, barbarously; and this out of 
his resentment of their old quarrels with him. 
Whereupon they both of them sent ambassadors 
against him to C:esar, and in the ninth year of 
his government he was banished to Vienna, a 
city of Gaul, and his effects were put into Ca?- 
sar’s treasury. But the report goes, that before 
he was sent for by Ccesar, lie seemed to see nine 
ears of corn, full and large, but devoured by 
oxen. When, therefore, he had sent for the divi¬ 
ners, and some of the Chaldeans, and inquired of 
them what they thought it portended, and when 
one of them had one interpretation, and another 
had another, Simon, one of the sect of the Ks- 
senes, said, that “ he thought the ears of corn de¬ 
noted years, and the oxen denoted a mutation of 
things, because by their ploughing they made 


an alteration of the country. That therefore 
he should reign as many years as there were 
ears of corn, and after he had passed through 
various alterations of fortune, should die.” Now 
five days after Archelaus had heard this inter¬ 
pretation, he w as called to his trial. 

4. I cannot but also think it worthy to be re¬ 
corded, what dream Glaphyra, the daughter of 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, had, who had at 
first been wife to Alexander, who was the bro¬ 
ther of Archelaus, concerning whom we have 
been discoursing. This Alexander was the son 
of Herod the king, by whom he was put to 
death, as we have already related. This Gla¬ 
phyra was married, after his death, to Juba, king 
of Libya, and after his death, was returned home, 
and lived a widow with her father. Theo it was 
that Archelaus, the ethnarch, saw her, and fell 
so deeply in love with her, that he divorced Ma* 
riamne, who was then his w T ife, and married her. 
When, therefore, she was come into Judea, and 
had been there for a little while, she thought she 
saw Alexander stand by her, and that he said to 
her, “Thy marriage with the king of Libya 
might have been sufficient for thee; but thou 
wast not contented with him, but art returned 
again to my family, to a third husband, and him, 
thou impudent w’oman, hast thou chosen for thine 
husband, who is my brother. However, 1 shall 
not overlook the injury thou hast offered me; I 
shall [soon] have thee again, whether thou wilt 
or no.” Now Glaphyra hardly survived thenar- 
ration of this dream of hers two days. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Archelaus's Ethnarchy is reduced into a [.Ro¬ 
man] Province. The Sedition of Judas of Cra- 

lilee. The three Sects of the Jews. 

$ 1. A>'D now' Archelaus’s part of Judea was 
reduced into a province; and Coponius, one of 
the equestrian order among the Romans, was 
sent as a procurator, having the power of [life 
and death] put into his hands by Caesar. Under 
his administration it was, that a certain Galilean, 
whose name was Judas, prevailed with his coun¬ 
trymen to revolt, and said they were cowards if 
they would endure to pay n tax to the Romans, 
and w’ould, after God, submit to mortal men as 
their lords. This man was a teacher of a peculiar 
sect of his own, and was not at all like the rest 
of those their leaders. 

2. For there are three philosophical sects 
among the Jews: The followers of the first of 
which are the Pharisees, of the second the Sad- 
ducees, and the third sect, which pretends to a 
severer discipline, are called Cssenes. These last 
are Jews by birth, nnd seem to have a greater 
affection for one another than the other sects 
have. These Hssenes reject pleasures as an evil, 
but esteem continence, and the conquest over 
our passions, to be virtue. They neglect wed¬ 
lock, but choose out other persons’ children 
while they are pliable and fit for learning, and 
esteem them to be of their kindred, and form 
them according to their own manners. They do 
not absolutely deny the fitness of marriage, and 
the succession of mankind, thereby continued; 
but they guard against the lascivious behavior 
of women, nnd are persuaded that none of them 
preserve their fidelity to one man. 

3. These men are despisers of riches nnd so 
very communicative ns raises our admiration. 
Nor is there any one to be found nmong them 
wdio hath more than another; for it is a law 
among them, that those who come to them must 
let what they have be common to the whole 
order, insomuch that nmong them all there is no 
appearance of poverty, or excess of riches, but 
every one’s possessions nre intermingled with 
every other’s possessions, and so there is, as it 
were, one patrimony among all the brethren 
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They think that oil is a ilefiltmcnt; and if any 
one of them be anointed, without hi* oivn appro¬ 
bation, it is wiped oil his body; for they think to 
be sweaty is a pood thing, as they do also to be 
clothed in white garments. They also have 
stewards appointed to take care of their common 
affairs, who, every one of them, have no sepa¬ 
rate business for any, but what is for the use of 
them all. 

4. They have no one certain city, but manvof 
them dwell in every’ city; and if any of their 
sect come from other places, what they have lies 
open for them, just as if it were their own, and 
they go into such as they never knew before, ns 
if they had been ever so long acquainted with 
them. For which reason they carry nothing at 
all with them when they travel into remote parts, 
though still they take their weapons with them, 
for fear of thieves. Accordingly, there is in eve¬ 
ry city where they live, one appointed particu¬ 
larly to take care of strangers, and to provide 
garments and other necessaries for them. But 
the habit and management of their bodies is such 
as children use who are in fear of their masters. 
iVor do they allow of the change of garments or 
of shoes, till thev first be entirely torn to pieces, 
or worn ont by' time. jVor do they either buy or 
sell any thing to one another, but every one of 
them gives wliat he hath to him that wanteth it, 
and receives from him again in lieu of it what 
may be convenient for himself; and although 
there be no requital made, they arc fully allow¬ 
ed to take what they want of whomsoever they 
please. 

5. And as for their piety towards God, it is very 
extraordinary; for. before sun-rising, they speak 
not a word about profane matters, but put up cer¬ 
tain prayers, widen they’have received from their 
forefathers, as if they made a supplication for 
its rising. After this, every one oi them is sent 
away by their curators to exercise some of those 
arts wherein they are skilled, in which they r 
labor with great diligence till the fifth hour. 
After which they assemble themselves together 
again into one pface, and when they have cloth¬ 
ed theiustlves in white veils, they then bathe 
their bodies in cold water. And after this puri¬ 
fication is ov< r, they every one meet together in 
an apartment of their own, into which it is not 
permitted to any of another sect to (liter; while 
they' go, after a pure manner, into the dining¬ 
room, as into a certain holy' temple, and quietly 
set themselves down: upon which the baker 
lays them loav«s in order; the cook also brings 
a single plate of one sort of food, and sets it be¬ 
fore every one of them; but a prie-t says grace 
before meat, and it is unlawful for any one to 
taste of the food before grace be said. The same 
pri* st. when he hath din* d, says grace again after 
nn at, and when they begin, and when they* end, 
they prai-e God, as he that bestows their food 
upon them; after which they lav aside their 

f white] garment*, and betake themselves to their 
abors again till the evening; th* n they return 
home to supper, after the same manner, and if 
there he any Grangers there, thiy sit down with 
them. A or is there ever any clamor or dis¬ 
turbance to pollute tluir house, but they g»ve 
every on** leave to speak in their turn; which 
.*>ib nre thu- kept in their hou«e, appears to fo- 

♦This p-artireof the Esscnr*. in refusing to swear , 
and estteeuiini; swearing on ordinary occasions worse 
Ilian per jury . is delivered I ere in "cnernl words, esnre 
the parallel injunctions of our Saviour, Malt. v. ; 
xxiii. HI; and of Hi. James, v. l‘J: I m nil admil of par¬ 
ticular exception* for solemn rnu-eo, and on «rc;.t and 
necessary orrnsionn. Tims these very tonnes, who 
here do so 7.enlously avoid swearing, tiro related, in ti e 
very next section, »o admil none till T ry take • mnen- 
dou* rath* lo perform I 1 rir several duties to Clod and 
to their neighbor, without supposing they thereby 
break this ride not to swear at all. The rase i« the same 
in Christianity, as we learn from the Apostolical Con- 
dilutions,which,although they agree witt.Christ and St. 


reigners like some tremendous mystery; the 
cause of which is that perpetual sobriety they 
exercise, and the same settled measure of meat 
and drink that is allotted them, and that such as 
is abundantly sufficient for them. 

6. And truly', as for other things, they do no¬ 
thing but according to the injunctions of their 
curators; only these two things are done among 
them at every one’s own free-will, which are to 
assist those that want it, and to show mercy'; for 
they arc permitted of their own accord to afford 
succor to such as deserve it, when they stand in 
need of it, and to bestow food on those that arc in 
distress; but they cannot give any thing to their 
kindred without the curators. They dispense 
their anger after a just manner, and restrain 
their passion. They are eminent for fidelity’, 
and are the ministers of peace; whatsoever they 
sav also is firmer than an oath; but swearing is 
avoided by them, and they esteem it worse than 
perjury ;* for they say, that he who cannot be be¬ 
lieved, without [swearing by] God, is already 
condemned. They also take great pains in stu¬ 
dying the writings of the ancients, and choose 
out of them what is most for the advantage of 
their soul and body, and they inquire after such 
roots and medicinal stones as may cure their dis¬ 
tempers. 

7. But now, if any one hath a mind to come 
over to their sect, he is not immediately admit¬ 
ted, but he i* prescribed the same method of 
living which they use, for a year, while he con¬ 
tinues excluded, and they give him also a small 
hatchet, and the forementioned girdle, and the 
white garment. And when he hath given evi¬ 
dence, during that time, that he can observe their 
continence, he approaches nearer to their way of 
living, and is made a partaker of the waters of 
mrilication; y et is he not even now admitted to 
ive with them; for after this demonstration of 
his fortitude, his temper is tried two more years, 
and if he appear to be worthy, they then admit 
him into their <ociety. And before he 13 allowed 
to touch their common food, he is obliged to take 
tremendous oaths, that in the first place he will 
« xerci-e pi* tv towards God, and then that he will 
observe justice towards men, and that he will do 
no harm to any one, either of his osvn accord, or 
by the command of others; that he will always 
hate the wicked, and be assistant to the right¬ 
eous; that lie will evt r show tidditv to all men, 
and especially to those in authority; because no 
one obtains the government without God’s assist¬ 
ance; and that if he be in authority, he will at 
no time whatever abuse his authority, nor en¬ 
deavor to outshine his subjects, either in his 
garments or any' other finery; that he will be 
perpetually a lover of truth, and propose to him¬ 
self to reprove those that tell lies: that he will 
keep his hands clear from theft, and his soul from 
unlawful gains; and that he will neither conrcnl 
any thing from those of his own sect, nor dis¬ 
cover any of their doctrines to others; no, not 
though any one should compel him so to do at 
the hazard of his life. Moreover, he swears to 
communicate the ir doctrine* to no one any other¬ 
wise titan as he received them himself; that he 
will abstain from robbery, and will equally pre¬ 
serve the books belonging to tin ir sect, and the 
names of the tinge Uf [or messengers.] These. 

James in forbiddiii? lo swear in general, rlt. v. 12; eh. vi. 
2 ;yet do they explain it elsewhere, hy avoiding to swear 
falsely , and to swear often and in vain , chap. ii. 3G; and 
again, t*y not. swearing at. all, lutl withal addin?, tlmt 
if that cannot hr avoided , to swear truly, ch. vii. 3, 
which nluindnntly explain to us the nature of the mea¬ 
sures of this general injunction. 

t This mention ofihe names of angels, so particularly 
preserved by the Essencs, (if it means more than those 
messengers which were employed to brim: them thcpc- 
ntbnr hooks of their sect,) looks like a prelude lo that 
worshipping of an? els Mamed by St. Paul as supersti¬ 
tious, and unlawful in some such sortof people nsllicse 
Esscne9 were, Coloss. ii. as is the prayer to or towards 
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are the oath9 by which they secure their prose¬ 
lytes to themselves. 

8. But for those that are caught in any heinous 
sins, they cast them out of their society, and he 
who is thus separated from them, does often die 
after a miserable manner; for as he is bound by 
the oath he hath taken, and by the customs he 
hath been engaged in, he is not at liberty to par¬ 
take of that food that he meets with elsewhere, 
but is forced to eat grass, and to famish his body 
with hunger till he perish; for which reason they 
receive many of them again, when they are at 
their last gasp, out of compassion to them, as 
thinking the miseries they have endured till they 
came to the very brink of death, to be a sufficient 
punishment for the sins they had been guilty of. 

9. But in the judgments they exercise they 
are most .accurate and just, nor do they pass 
sentence by the votes of a court that is fewer 
than a hundred. And as to what is once deter¬ 
mined by that number, it is unalterable. What 
they most of all honor, after God himself, is 
the name of their legislator, [Moses,] whom if 
any one blaspheme, ne is punished capitally. 
They a.ao think it a good thing to obey their 
elders and the major part. Accordingly, if ten 
of them be sitting together, no one of them will 
speak while the other nine are against it. They 
also avoid spitting in the midst of them, or on 
the right side. Moreover, they are stricter than 
any other of the Jews in resting from their la¬ 
bors on the seventh day; for they not only get 
their food ready the clay before, that they may 
not be obliged to kindle a fire on that day, but 
they will not remove any vessel out of its place, 
nor go to stool thereon. JNiay, on other days 
they dig a small pit, a foot deep, with a paddle, 
(which kind of hatchet is given them when they 
are first admitted among them,) and covering 
themselves round with their garment, that they 
may not affront the divine rays of light, they 
ease themselves into that pit, after which they 
put the earth that was dug out again into the 
pit, and even this they do only in the more lonely 
places, which they choose out for this purpose; 
and although this easement of the body he natu¬ 
ral, yet it is a rule with them to wash themselves 
after it, as if it were a defilement to them. 

10. .Now after the time of their preparatory 
trial is over, they are parted into four classes; 
and so far are the juniors inferior to the seniors, 
that if the seniors should be touched by the 
juniors, they must wash themselves, as if they 
had intermixed themselves with the company 
of a foreigner. They are longlived also, inso¬ 
much that many of them live above a hundred 
years, by means of the simplicity of their diet, 
nay, as I think, by mean* of the regular course 
of life they observe also. They contemn the 
miseries of life, and are above pain, by the gene¬ 
rosity of their mind. And as for death, if it will 
be for their glory, they esteem it better than 
living always; and indeed our war with the Ro¬ 
mans gave abundant evidence what great souls 
they had in their trials, wherein, although they 
were tortured and distorted, burnt and torn to 
pieces, and went through all kinds of instruments 
of torment, that the) might be forced either to 
blaspheme their legislator, or to eat what was 
forbidden them, yet could they not be made to 
do either of them, no, nor once to Hatter their 

the sun for hisris'nff every morning, mentioned before, 
seel. 3, very 1 ke those not much later observances 
made mention of in the preaching of Peter, Auihent. 
Rec. part ii. n. 069; and regarding n kind of worship of 
angels, oft lie month, and of theinoon, and not eclehra- 
ting the new moons, or other festivals, unless the moon 
appeared; which, indeed, seems to me the earliest men¬ 
tion of any regard to the moon’s pi ases in fixing the 
Jewish calendar : of which the Talmud and Inter rab¬ 
bins talk so much, and upon so very little ancient foun¬ 
dation. 

* Of these Jewish or Essene, and, indeed, Christian 
doctrines concerning souls, both good and bad, in 


tormentors, or to shed a tear; but they smiled 
in their very pains, and laughed those to scorn 
who inflicted the torments upon them, and re¬ 
signed up their souls with great alacrity, as ex* 
pecting to receive them again. 

11. For their doctrine is this. That bodies are 
corruptible, and that the matter they are made 
of is not permanent; but that the souls are im¬ 
mortal, and continue for ever, and that they come 
out of the most subtile air, and are united (o their 
bodies as to prisons, into which they are drawn 
by a certain natural enticement: hut that when 
they are set free from the bonds of the fiesb, 
they then, as released from a long bondage, re¬ 
joice and mount upward. And this is like the 
opinions of the Greeks, that good souls have, 
their habitations beyond the ocean, in a region 
that is neither oppressed with storms of rain or 
snow r , or with intense heat, but that this place is> 
such as is refreshed by the gentle breathing of a 
west wind, that is perpetually blowing from th* 
ocean; while they allot to bad souls a dark and 
tempestuous den, full of never-ceasing punish¬ 
ments. And indeed the Greeks seem to me to 
have followed the same notion, when they allot 
the islands of the blessed to their brave men, 
whom they call heroes and demigods; and to the 
souls of the wicked, the region of the ungodly, 
in Hades, where their fables relate that certain 
ersons, such as Sisyphus, and Tantalus, and 
xion, and Tityus, are punished; which is built 
on this first supposition, that souls are immor¬ 
tal; and thence are those exhortations to vir¬ 
tue, and dehortations from wickedness collected, 
whereby good men are bettered in the conduct of 
their life by the hope they have of reward after 
their death, and whereby the vehement inclina¬ 
tions of bad men to vice are restrained, by the 
fear and expectation they are in, that although 
they should lie concealed in this life, they should 
suffer immortal punishment after their death. 
These are the divine doctrines of the Hssenes 
about the soul,* which lay an unavoidable bait 
for such as have once had a taste of their philo¬ 
sophy. 

T2. There are also those among them who un¬ 
dertake to foretell things to coined by reading 
the holy books, and using several sorts of purifi¬ 
cations, and being perpetually conversant in the 
discourses of the prophets: and it is but seldom 
that they miss in tneir predictions. 

13. Moreover, there is another order of E«- 
srnes, who agree with the rest as to their wav of 
living, and customs, and laws, but differ from 
them in the point of marriage, as thinking that 
by not marrying they cut on the principal part 
of human life, which is the prospect or succes¬ 
sion; nay, rather, that if all men should be of 
the same opinion, the whole race of mankind 
would fail. However, they try their spouses for 
three years, and if they find that the) nave their 
natural purgations thrice, as trials that they are 
likely to be fruitful, they then actually marry 
them. But they do not use to accompany with 
their wives when they are with child, as a de¬ 
monstration that the) do not marry out of regard 
to pleasure, but for the sake of posterity. Now the 
women go into the baths with some ol their gar¬ 
ments on, as the men do with somewhat girded 
about them. And these are the customs ol this 
order of Essenes. 

Hades, see that exrrllcni discourse or homily of our 
Josephus roneerning Hades, at the end of ll e work. 

t Hern Ahirirl. reckons up ilirecexamples oftl is gift 
of prop: eey in several oftheso Essenes oui of Josephus 
himself, vz. in tl e History of tl e War. H. i. rh. iii. 
seel. 5 Judas forelo'd the death of Anlijonus at Stra- 
to’s Tower; H. ii. rh. vii. seel. 2 ; Simon foretold that 
Arelietims should reisn ’ ut tl or 10 years; and Antiq. B. 
iv. rh. x. sort. -1,3, Manahetn foretold that Herod 
should ' e kiiii!,and si ould reign tyrannically, and that 
for innrethan ‘JO or even 20 years. All which came to 
pass accordingly 

2 P 
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14. But then ns to the two other orders at first 
mentioned. The Pharisees are those who are 
esteemed most skilful in the exact explication of 
their laws, and introduce the first sect. These 
ascribe nil to fate, [or providence,] and to God, 
ami * et allow, that to act what is right, or the con¬ 
trary, is principally in the power of men: al¬ 
though fate dot--* co-operate in every action. 
They say, that all souls are incorruptible, but 
that the souls* of good men only a**e removed into 
other bodies, but that the souls of bad men are 
subject to eternal punishment. But the Sacldu- 
cee's are those that compose the second order, 
and ,ake away fate entirely, and suppose that 
God is not concerned in our doing or not doing 
what is evil; and they say, that to act what is 
good or what is evil, is at men's own choice, and 
that the one or the ether belongs so to every 
one, that they may act as they please. They 
also take away the belief of the immortal dura¬ 
tion of the soul, and the punishments and rewards 
in Hades. Moreover, the Pharisees are friendly 
to one another, and are for the exercise of con¬ 
cord, and regard for the public; but the beha¬ 
vior of the Sadducees one towards another is in 
some degree wild, and their conversation with 
those that are of their own party is as barbarous 
as if they were strangers to them. And this is 
what 1 had to say concerning the philosophic 
•ects among the Jews. 

ClIAP. IX. 

The Death of Salome. The Cities which Herod 

and Philip built. Pilate occasions Disturban¬ 
ces. Tiberius puts Agrippa into Bonds , but 

Cains frees him from them , and makes him 

King. Jlcrod Antipas is banished . 

} 1. AND now as the ethnarchy of Archclaus 
was fallen into a Roman province, the other sons 
of Herod, Philip, and that Herod who was called 
Antipas, each of them took upon them the ad¬ 
ministration of their own tetrarchies; for when 
Salome died, she bequeathed to Julia, the wife 
of Augustus, both her toparchy, and Janinia, as 
also her plantation of palm-trees that was in 
Phasaelis.-f But when the Roman empire was 
translated to Tiberius, the son of Julia, upon the 
death of Augustus, who had reigned fifty-seven 
years, six months and two days, both Herod and 
Philip continued in their tetrarchies. and the lat¬ 
ter of them built the city of C.esarca, at the 
fountains of Jordan, and in the region of Paneas; 
as also the city of Julias, in the lower Gaul mi- 
tis. Herod also built the city of Tiberius in Gali¬ 
lee, and in Perea [beyond Jordan] another that 
was also called JuTias. 

2. IS'ow Pilate, who was sent as a procurator 
into Judea by Tiberius, sent hy night those ima¬ 
ges of Cjesar that arc called ensigns into Jeru- 

* There is so much more here about the Essones than 
is cited from Josephus in Porphyry and Eusebius, and 
yet so much lessnhout the Pharisees and Snddnrecs, the 
two other Jewish sects, than would naturally he ex¬ 
pected in proportion to the Esscnos or third sect, nay, 
than seems to t*e referred to by himself elsewhere, that 
one is tempted to suppose Josephus had at first written 
•ess of the one and more of tie two others than his 
present copies a fiord us; ns also, that hy some unknown 
accident our present copies ate here made up of the lar¬ 
ger edition in the first rnse,nnd the smaller in the second. 
See the note in Have ream p’s edition. However, wlmt 
Joseph us sa>s in the name of the Pharisees, Hint only 
the si iPs of good men go out of one body into another, 
although all souls he immortal, nml still the souls of the 
bad are liable to eternnl punishment; ns nlso what lie 
says nfterwnrd, Antiq. H. xviii. rh. I. sect. 3, that the 
soul’s vigor is immortal; and that under the earth they 
receive rewards or punishments according as their lives 
have been virtuous or vicious in the present world;that 
to the bad is allotted an eternal prison, hut tlint the good 
»re permitted to live again in this world, nre nearly 
agreeable to tlie doctrines of Christianity. Only Jose¬ 
phus’s rejection of the return of the wicked into other 
bodies, or into this world, which lie grants to the good, 


salem. This excited a very great tumult among 
the Jews when it was day; tor those that were 
near them were astonished at the sight of them, 
as indications that their laws were trodden under 
foot; for those laws do not permit any sort of 
image to be brought into the citv. IS’ay, besides 
the indignation which the citizens themselves 
had at this procedure, a vast number of the peo¬ 
ple came running out of the country. Tnesc 
came zealously to Pilate to Cfesarea, ard Be¬ 
sought him to carry those ensigns out of Jerusa¬ 
lem. and to preserve them their ancient laws in¬ 
violable; but upon Pilate’s denial of their re- 
quejit, thev fell down prostrate upon the ground, 
and continued immoveable in that posture for 
five days and as many nights 

3. On the next day Pilate sat upon his tribu¬ 
nal, in the open market-place, and called to him 
the multitude, as desirous to give them an an¬ 
swer; and then gave a signal to the soldiers that 
they should all by agreement at once encompass 
the Jews with their weapons: so the hand of sol¬ 
diers stood round about the Jews in three ranks. 
The Jews were at the utmost consternation at 
that unexpected steht. Pilate also said to them, 
that they should be cut in pieces, unlcs-s they 
would admit of Ciesar’s images, and gave inti¬ 
mation to the soldiers to draw their naked swords. 
Hereupon the Jews, as it were at one signal, fell 
down in vast numbers together, and expo«ed 
their necks bare, and cried out, that they were 
sooner ready to be slain, than that their law 
should be transgressed. Hereupon Pilate was 
greatly surprised at their prodigious superstition 
and gave order that the ensigns should be pre¬ 
sently carried out of Jerusalem. 

4. After this he raised another disturbance, by 
expending that sacred treasure which is called 
Corbanf upon aqueducts, whereby he brought 
water from the distance of four hundred furlongs. 
At this the multitude had indignation; and when 
Pilate was come to Jerusalem, they came about 
his tribunal, and made a clamor at it. Xow, 
when he was apprized aforchand of this disturb¬ 
ance, he mixed his own soldiers in their armor 
with the multitude, and ordered them to conceal 
themselves under the habits of private men, and 
not indeed to use their swords, but with their 
staves to beat those that made the clamor. He 
then gave the signal from his tribunal [to do as 
he had bidden them.] IVow the Jews were so 
sadly beaten, that many of them perished bv the 
stripes they received, and many of them perish¬ 
ed as trodden to death by themselves; by which 
means the multitude were astonished at the ca¬ 
lamity of those that were slain, and held their 
pence. 

5. In the mean time Agrippa, the son of that 
Aristobulus who had been slain by his father He¬ 
rod, came (o Tiberias to accuse Herod the te- 

lonks somewhnt like n contradiction to St. I’auFs ac¬ 
count of the doctrine of the Jews, Hint they themselves 
allotrcd that there should be a resurrection of the dead t 
both of the just and unjust , Arts, cb. xxiv. la. Vet be¬ 
cause Josephus's acronnt is tbai of the Pharisees, and 
St. Paul’s tlini oftbc Jewsin general, and of liimsclf, the 
contradiction is not very certain. 

| We linve I’erc in thnl Creek MS. which was one* 
Alexander Petavius’s, hut is now in the library of Ley¬ 
den, two most remarkable additions to the common co¬ 
pies, though deemed worth little remark hy the editor; 
which upon the mention ofTi'erins’s coining to the em¬ 
pire, inserts first the famous les'imony of Josephus con¬ 
cerning Jesus Christ, ns it stnnds verbatim in the Anti¬ 
quities, h. xviii. rh. iii. sort. :t, with some parts of that 
excellent discourse or homily of Josephus concerning 
I hides, annexed to the work. Hut what is here princi¬ 
pally to he noted is Hi is, that in this homily, Josephus, 
hnvingjnst mentioned Christ, as Godthe (Vord,and the 
Judge of the fVortd, appointed by the Father. See. adds, 
Hint he hnd himsc'f elsewhere spoken about him more 
nicely or particularly. 

J This useof theeorhnn. or oblation as liorenppHcd to 
the sacred money dedicated to C.od in the treasury of th* 
temple, illustrates our Saviour’s words Markvil. 11,12. 
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trarch; Mho not admitting of his arcusation, he 
stayed at Rome, and cultivated a friendship with 
others of the men of note, but principally with 
Caius the son of Germanicus, who was then but 
a private person. Now this Agrippn, at a certain 
time, feasted Caius, and as he was very complai¬ 
sant to him on several other accounts, he at length 
stretched out his hands, and openly wished that 
Tiberius might die, and that he might quickly see 
him emperor of the world. This was told to Tibe¬ 
rius by one of Agrippa’sdomestics; who thereupon 
was very angry and ordered Agrippa to be bound, 
and had him very ill treated in the prison for six 
months, until Tiberius died, after he had reigned 
twentv-two years six months and three days. 

6. Rut when Caius was made Caesar, he releas¬ 
ed Agrippa from his bonds, and made him king 
of Philip’s tetrarchy, who was now dead; but 
when Agrippa had arrived at that degree of dig¬ 
nity, he inilamed the ambitious de«ires of Herod 
the tetrarch, who was chiefly induced to hope for 
the royal authority by his wife Herodias who 
reproached him for his sloth, and told him that it 
was only because he would not sail to Caesar, that 
he was destitute of that great dignity; for since 
Caesar had made Agrippa a king, from a private 
person, much more would he advance him from 
a tetrarchy to that dignity. These arguments 
prevailed with Herod, so that he came to Caius, 
by whom he was punished for his ambition, by 
being banished into Spain; for Agrippa followed 
him, in order to accuse him; to whom also Caius 
gave his tetrarchy, by way of addition. So He¬ 
rod died in Spain, whither his wife had followed 
him. 

CHAP. X. 

Caius commands that his Statue should be set up 

in the Temple itself; and what Petronius did 

thereupon . 

§ 1. Now Caius Caesar did so grossly abuse the 
fortune he had arrived at, as to take* himself to 
be a god, and to desire to be so called also, and to 
cut utf those of the greatest nobility out of his 
country. He also extended his impiety as far as 
the Jews. Accordingly, he sent Petronius with 
an army to Jerusalem, to place his statues in the 
temple,* and commanded him, that in case the 
Jews would not admit of them, he should slay 
those that opposed it, and carry all the rest of the 
nation into captivity; but God concerned himself 
with these his commands. However, Petronius 
marched out of Antioch into Jndea, with three 
legions, and many Syrian auxiliaries. Now as 
to the Jews, some of them could not believe the 
stories that spoke of a war, but those that did 
believe them were in the utmost distress how to 
defend themselves, and the terror diffused itself 
presently through them all; for the army was 
already come to Ptolemais. 

2. This Ptolemais is a maritime city of Galilee, 
built in the great plain. It is encompassed with 
mountains; that on the east side, sixty furlongs 
off, bfloners to Galilee; but that on the south be¬ 
longs to Carmel, which is distant from it a hun¬ 
dred and twenty furlongs; and that on the north 
is the highest of them all, and is called bv the 
people of the country, the Ladder of the Tyrians, 
which is at the distance of a hundred furlongs. 
The very small river Belusf runs by it, at the 
distance of two furlongs; near which there is 
Memnon’s monument,]: an 1 hath nrnr it a place 
no larger than a hundred cubits, which deserves 
admiration; for the place is round and hollow, 
and affords such sand as glass is mnde of; which 
place, when it hath been emptied by the many 
ships there loaded, it is filled again by the winds, 

* Tacitus owns that Cains commanded the Jew's to 
place t is effigies in their tcinp’e, though he may he mista¬ 
ken when he :’dds, that the Jews thereupon took arms. 

t This amount ot'the place near Me mouth of the river 
Behisin Phctniria, whence fame that sand out of which 
the ancients made their glass, is a thing known in his- 
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which bring into it, as it were on purpose, that 
sand which lay remote, and was no more than 
bare common sand, while this mine presently 
turns it into a glassy sand. And what is to me 
still more w T onderful, that glassy sand which ts 
superfluous, and is once removed out of the place, 
becomes bare common sand again. And this is 
the nature of the place we are speaking of. 

3. But now the Jews got together*in great 
numbers with their wives and children into that 
plain that was by Ptolemais, and ma le supplica¬ 
tion to Petronius, first for their laws, and, in the 
next place, for themselves. So he was prevailed 
upon by the multitude of the supplicants, and by 
their supplications, and left his army and the 
statues at Ptolemais, and then went forward into 
Galilee, and called together the multitude, and 
all the men of note, to Tiberias, and showed 
them the power of the Romans, and thethreaten- 
ings of Ctesar; and, besides this., proved that 
their petition was unreasonable; because while 
all the nations in subjection to them had placed 
the images of Caesar in their several cities, 
among the rest of their gods, for them alone to 
oppose it, was almost iike the behavior of revolt- 
ers, and was injurious to Cusar. 

4. And w hen they insisted on their law, and 
the custom of their country, and how it was not 
only not permitted (hem to make cither an image 
of God, or indeed of a man. and to put it in any 
despicable part of their country, much less in the 
temple it-elf; Petronius replied, “And am not I 
also,” said he, “bound to keep the law of my 
own lord ? For if I transgress ii. and spare you, 
it is but just that I perNh; w hile he that sentme, 
and not I, will commence a war airnin-t you; for 
I am under command as w’ell as you." Here¬ 
upon the whole multitude cried out, that “ they 
were ready to suffer for their law.” Petronius 
then quitted them, and said to them, “Will von 
then make war against Caesar?” The Jews 

“ e offer sacrifices twice every day for Caesar, 
and for the Roman people; but that*if he would 
place the images among them, he must first sacri¬ 
fice the whole Jewish nation; and that they were 
ready to expose themselves, together with their 
children and wives, to be slain.” At this Petro¬ 
nius was astonished, and pitied them on account 
of the inexpressible sense of religion the men 
were under, and that courage of theirs which 
made them ready to die for it; so they were dis¬ 
missed without success. 

5. But on the following days he got together 
the men of power privately*and the multitude 
publicly, and sometimes he u«ed persuasions to 
them, and sometimes he gave them his advice; 
hut he chiefly made use of threatening to them, 
and insisted noon the power of the Romans, and 
the anger of Caius; and besides, upon the neces¬ 
sity he was himself under [to do as he w r as en¬ 
joined.] But as they could be no way prevailed 
upon, and he saw that the country was in danger 
of lying without tillage; for it was about seed¬ 
time that the multitude continued for fifh days 
together idle; so lie at last srot them together, 
and told them, that “ it was best for him to run 
some hazard himself: for cither, by the divine 
a distance, I shall prevail with Ca>ar, and shill 
mvself escape the danger as well as you. which 
will be a matter of joy to us both; or, in rase 
Caesar continue in his rage, I will be ready to 
expose my own life for such a great number as 
you are.” Whereupon he dismissed the multi¬ 
tude, w’ho prayed greatly for his prosperity; and 
he took the army ou* of Ptolemais. and returned to 
Antioch; from whence lie presently *ent an epis¬ 
tle to Caesar, and informed him of the irruption 

torv, particularly in Tacitus and Strabo, and more 
largely in Pliny. 

1 This Memnon had several monuments, nnd one of 
them apnenrs, both by Strabo and Diodorus, lo have 
been in Syria, and not improbably in this very place. 
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he had made into Judea, and of the supplications 
of the nation; and that unless he had a mind to 
lose both the country and the men in it, he must 
permit them to keep their law, and must coun¬ 
termand his former injunction. Caius answered 
that epistle in a violent way, and threatened to 
have Petronius put to death for his being so 
tardy in the execution of what he had command¬ 
ed. But it happened that those who brought 
Caius’s epistle were tossed by a storm, and were 
detained on the sea for three months, while others 
that brought the news of Caius’s death had a 
good voyage. Accordingly, Petronius received 
the epistle concerning Caius seven and twenty 
days before he receded that which was against 
himself. 

CHAP. XI. 

Concerning the Government of Claudius and the 

Reign of Agrippa. Concerning the Deaths 

of Agrippa and of Herod , and what children 

they both left behind them. 

$1. Now when Caius had reigned three years 
and eight months, and had been slain by trea¬ 
chery, Claudius was hurried away by the armies 
that were at Rome to take the government upon 
him: but the senate, upon the reference of the 
consuls, Sentius Saturnmus, and Pomponius Se- 
cundus, gave orders to the three regiments of sol¬ 
diers that stayed with them to keep the city quiet, 
and went up into the capitol in great numbers, 
and resolved to oppose Claudius by force, on ac¬ 
count of the barbarous treatment they had met 
with from Caius; and they determined either to 
settle the nation under an aristocracy, as they 
had of old been governed, or at least* to choose 
by vote such a one for emperor as might be wor¬ 
thy of it. 

2. Now it happened that at this time Agrippa 
sojourned at Rome, and that both the senate 
called him to consult with them, and at the same 
time Claudius sent for him out of the camp, that 
he might be serviceable to him, as he should 
have occasion for his service. So he, perceiving 
that Claudius was in efi'ect made Ccesar already, 
went to him, who sent him as an ambassador to 
the senate, to let them know what his intentions 
were: That “in the first place.it was without 
his seeking, that he w'as hurried away by the 
soldiers; moreover, that he thought it was not 
just to desert those soldiers in such their zeal for 
him, and that if he should do so, his own fortune 
would be in uncertainty; for that it was a dan¬ 
gerous case to have been once called to the 
empire. He added farther, that he would ad¬ 
minister the government as a good prince, and 
not like a tyrant; for that he would be satisfied 
with the honor of being called emperor, but 
would, in every one of his actions, permit them 
all to give him their advice; fur that although he 
had not been by nature for moderation, yet would 
the death of Caius afford him a sufficient demon¬ 
stration how soberly he ought to act in that 
station.” 

3. This message was delivered by Agrippa; to 
which the senate replied, That “ since tney had 
an army, and the wisest consuls on their side, 
they would not endure a voluntary slavery.” 
When Claudius heard what answer the senate 
had made, he sent Agrippa to them again, with 
the following message. That “ he could not bear 
the thoughts of betraying them that had given 
their oaths to be true to him; and that he saw he 
must fight, though unwillingly, against such as 
he had no mind to fight; that however, [if it 
must come to thr.t,] it was proper to choose a 
place without the city for tne war; because it 
was not agreeable to piety to pollute the temples 
of their own city with the blood of their own 
countrymen, and this only on occasion of their im¬ 
prudent conduct.” And when Agrippa had heard 
this message, he delivered it to tne senators 


4. In the meantime, one of the soldiers be 
longing to the senate drew his sword, and cried 
out, “O my fellow-soldiers, what is the meaning 
of this choice of ours, to kill our brethren, and to 
use violence to our kindred that are with Clau¬ 
dius? while we may have him for our emperor 
whom no one can blame, and who hath so many 
just reasons [to lay claim to the government;] 
and this with regard to those against whom we 
are going to fight." When he had said this, he 
marched through the whole senate, and carried 
all the soldiers along with him. Upon which all 
the patricians were immediately at a great fright 
at being thus deserted. But still, because there 
appeared no other way whither they could turn 
themselves for deliverance, they made haste the 
same way with the soldiers and went to Clau¬ 
dius. But those that had the greatest luck in 
flattering the good fortune of Claudius betimes, 
met them before the walls with their naked 
swords, and there was reason to fear that those 
that came first might have been in danger, be¬ 
fore Claudius could know what violence the sol¬ 
diers were going to offer them, had not Agrippa 
ran before, and told him what a dangerous thing 
they were going about, and that unless he re¬ 
strained the violence of these men, who were in 
a fit of madness against the patricians, he would 
lose those on whose account it was most de¬ 
sirable to rule, and would be emperer over a 
desert. 

5. When Claudius heard this, he restrained 
the violence of the soldiery, and received the 
senate into the camp, and treated them after an 
obliging manner, and went out with them pre¬ 
sently to offer their thank-offerings to God, which 
were proper upon hi« first coming to the empire. 
Moreover, he bestowed on Agrippa his whole 

{ jaternal kingdom immediately, ana added to it, 
>esides those countries that bad been given by 
Augustus to Herod, Trachonitis and Auranitis, 
and still besides these, that kingdom which was 
called the kingdom of Lysanias. This gift he de¬ 
clared to the people by a decree, but ordered the 
magistrates to have the donation engraved on 
tables of brass, and to be set up in the capitol. 
He bestowed on his brother Herod, who was also 
his son-in-law, by marrying [his daughter] Ber¬ 
nice, the kingdom of Chalcis. 

6. So now riches flowed in to Agrippa by hia 
enjoyment of so large a dominion, nor did he 
abuse the money he had on small matters, but 
he began to encompass Jerusalem with such a 
wall, which, had it been brought to perfection, 
had made it impracticable for the Romans to 
take it by siege; but his death, which happened 
at Caesarea, before he had raised the ivalls to 
their due height, prevented him. lie had then 
reigned three years, as he had governed his 
tetrarchics three other years. He left behind 
him three daughters, born to him by Cypros, viz. 
Bernice, Marianine, and Drusilla, and a son born 
of the same mother, whose name was Agrippa: 
he was left a very young child, so that Claudius 
made the country a Roman province, and sent 
Cuspius Fadus to be its procurator, and after him 
Tiberius Alexander, who, making no alterations 
of the ancient laws, kept the nation in tranquility. 
Now after this, Ilerod the king of Chalcis died, 
and left behind him two sons, born to him of his 
brother’s daughter Bernice; their names were 
Jlernicianus and Hyrcanus. [lie also left behind 
him] Aristobulus, whom he liad by his former 
wife, Marianine. There was besides another 
brotlier of his that died a private person; his 
name was also Aristobulus , who left behind him 
a daughter, whose name was Jotape: and these, 
as I have formerly said, were the children of 
Aristobulus the son of Ilerod, which Aristobulus 
and Alexander were born to Herod, by Mari- 
amne, and were slain by him. But as for Alex¬ 
ander’s posterity, they reigned in Armenia. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Many Tumults under Cumanus , which were com¬ 
posed by Quadratus. Felix is Procurator of 

Judea. Agrippa is advanced from Chalcis to 

a greater Kingdom . 

$1. Now after the death of Herod, king of 
Chalcis, Claudius set Agrippa, the son of Agrip- 
pa, over his uncle's kingdom, while Cumanus 
took upon him the office of procurator of the 
rest, which was a Roman province, and therein 
he succeeded Alexander, under which Cuiuanus 
began the troubles, and the Jews’ ruin came on; 
for when the multitude were come together to 
Jerusalem, to the feast of unleavened bread, and 
a Roman cohort st.*od over the cloisters of the 
temple, (for they always were armed and kept 
guard at the festivals, to prevent any innovation, 
which the multitude thus gathered together 
might make.) one of the soldiers pulled back his 
garment, and, cowering down aftet an indecent 
manner, turned his breech to the Jews, and 
spoke such words as you might expect upon 
such a posture. At this the whole multitude had 
indignation, and made a clamor to Cumanus, 
that he would punish the soldier; while the rash¬ 
er part of the youth, and such ns were naturally 
the most tumultuous, fell to fighting, and caught 
up stones, and threw them at the soldiers. Upon 
. wnich Cumanus was afraid lest all the people 
should make an assault upon him, and sent to 
call fur more armed men, who, when they came 
in great numbers into the cloisters, the Jews 
were in a very great consternation, and being 
beaten out of the temple, they ran into the city, 
and the violence with which they crowded to get 
out was so great, that they trod upon each other, 
and squeezed one another, till ten thousand of 
them were killed, insomuch that this feast be¬ 
came the cause of mourning to the whole na¬ 
tion, and every famil}'lamented [their own rela¬ 
tions.] 

2. Now there followed after this another ca¬ 
lamity, which arose from a tumult made by rob¬ 
bers; for at the public road of Bethhoron, one 
Stephen, a servant of Caesar, carried some fur¬ 
niture, which the robbers fell upon, and seized; 
upon this Cumanus sent men to go round about 
to the neighboring villages, and to bring their 
inhabitants to him bound, as laying it to their 
charge that they had not pursued after the 
thieves, and caught them. Now here it was 
that a certain solclier, finding the sacred book of 
the law, tore it to pieces, and threw it into the 
fire.* Hereupon the Jews were in great disor¬ 
der, as if their whole country were in a llame, 
and assembled them*' Ives so many of them by 
their zeal for their religion, as by an engine, and 
ran together with uniud clamor to Caisarea, to 
Cumanus, and made supplication to him, that he 
would not overlook this man, who had offered 
such an affront to God, and to his law, but pu¬ 
nish him for what he had done. Accordingly, 
he, perceiving that the multitude would not be 
quiet unless tney ha 1 a comfortable answer from 
him, gave order that the soldier should be 
brought, and drawn through tho»e that required 
to have him punished to execution; which being 
done, the Jews went their ways. 

3. After this there happened a fight between 
the Galileans and the Samaritans; it happened 
at a village called Genian, which is situate in the 
great plain of Samaria, where, as a great num- 
bei of Jews were going up to Jerusalem to the 
feast, [of tabernacles,] a certain Galilean was 
slain; and besides a vast number of peonle ran 
together out of Galilee, in order to fight with 
the Samaritans; but the principal men among 

♦Reland notes here, that the Talmud, in reconntinjj 
ten sad accidents for which the Jews ousrht to rend 
their garments, reckons this for one, “ When they hear 
that the law of God is burnt.” 
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them came to Cumanus, and besought him, that 
before the evil became incurable, he would t oine 
into Galilee, and bring the authors of this mur¬ 
der to punishment, fur that there was no other 
way to make the multitude separate without 
coining to blow?. However, Cumanus postponed 
their supplications to the other affairs he was 
then about, and sent the petitioners away with* 
out success. 

4. But when the affair of this murder came to 
be told at Jerusalem, it put the multitude into 
disorder, and they U ft the feast, and without any 
generals to conduct them, they marched with 
great violence to Samaria; nor would they be 
ruled by any of the magistrates that were set 
over them, but they were managed by one Ele- 
azar, the son of Dineus, and by Alexander, in 
these their thievish and seditious attempts.— 
These men fell upon those that were in the 
neighborhood of the Acrabatene toparchy, and 
slew them, without sparing any age, and set the 
villages on fire. 

5. But Cumanus took one troop of horsemen, 
called the troop of Sebaste, out of Caesarea, and 
came to the assistance of those that were spoiled ; 
he also seized upon a great number of those that 
followed Eleazar, and slew more of them. Ana 
as for the rest of the multitude of those that went 
so zealously to fight with the Samaritans, the 
rulers of Jerusalem ran out clothed with sack¬ 
cloth, and having ashes on their heads, and beg¬ 
ged of them to go their ways, lest by their at¬ 
tempt to revenge themselves upon the Samari¬ 
tans, they should provoke the Romans to come 

I again?t Jerusalem; to have compassion upon 
their country and temple, their children and 
! their wives, and not bring the utmost dangers of 
destruction upon them, in order to avenge them¬ 
selves upon one Galilean only. The Jews com¬ 
plied with these persuasions of theirs, and dis¬ 
persed themselves; but still there was a great 
number who betook themselves to robbing, in 
hopes of impunity, and rapines and insurrections 
of the bolder sort happened over the whole 
country; and the men of power among the Sa¬ 
maritans came to Tyre, to UmmHius Quad¬ 
ratic,! the president of Syria, and desired that 
they that had laid waste the country might be 
punished: the great men also of the Jews, and 
Jonathan son of Ananus, the high priest, came 
thither, and said, that the Samaritans were the 
beginners of the disturbance, on account of that 
murder they had committed, and that Cumanus 
had given occasion to what had happened, by 
his unwillingness to punish the original authors 
of that murder. 

6. But Quadratus put both parties off for that 
time, and told them, that when he should come 
to those places, he would make a diligent inquiry 
after every circumstance. After which he went 
to Caesarea, and crucified all those whom Cuma¬ 
nus had taken alive; and when from thence he 
was come to the city Eydda, he heard the affair 
of the Samaritans, and sent fur eighteen of the 
Jews whom he had learned to have been con¬ 
cerned in that fight, and beheaded them; but he 
sent two others of those that were of the great¬ 
est power among them, and both Jonathan and 
Ananias, the high priests, as also Ananus the son 
of thi* Ananias, and certain others that were 
eminent among the Jews, to C;esnr; ns lie did in 
like manner by the most illustrious of the Sama¬ 
ritans. lie also ordered that Cumanus [the pro¬ 
curator^] and Color the ttibune shouP sail to 
Rome, in order to give an account of \\ lat had 
been done to Cmsiir. When he had finished 
these matters, he went up from Lydda to Jerusa¬ 
lem, and finding the multitude celebrating their 

f This Uinraidins, or Xitniitlius. or, as Tacitus calf* 
him. Vinidius Quadratus, is mentioned in an ancient 
inscription, still preserved, as Spanhcim here iafortui 
us, which calls him Ummidtus Quadratus, 
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feast of unleavened bread without any tumult, 
he returned to Antioch. 

7. Now when Osar at Rome had heard what 
Cumanus and the Samaritans had to say, (where 
it was dooe in the hearing of Agrippa, who zea¬ 
lously espoused the cause of the Jews, as in like 
manner many of the great men stood by Cumanus,) 
he condemned the Samaritans, and commanded 
that three of the most powerful men among them 
should be put to death: he banished Cumanus, 
and sent Celer bound to Jerusalem,to be delivered 
over to the Jews to be tormented; that he should 
be drawn round the city, and then beheaded. 

8. After this Casar sent Felix,* the brother of 
Pallas to be procurator of Galilee, and Samaria, 
and Perea, and removed Agrippa from Chalcis 
unto a greater kingdom; for he gave him the te- 
trarchy which had belonged to Philip, which 
contained Batanea, Trachonitis, and Gaulanitis: 
he added to it the kingdom of Lyronins, and that 
province [Abilene] which Varus had governed. 
But Claudius himself, when he had administered 
the government thirteen years eight months and 
twenty days, died, and left Nero to be his suc¬ 
cessor in the empire, whom he had adopted by 
his wife Agrippina's delusions, in order to be his 
successor, although he had a son of his own, 
whose name was Britannicus, by Messalina his 
former wife, and a daughter whose name was 
Octavia, whom he had married to Nero; he had 
also another daughter by Petina, whose name 
was Antonia. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Aero adds four Cities to Agrippa's Kingdom; 

but the other Parts of Judea were under Felix. 

The Disturbances which were raised by the Si- 

cariiy the . Magicians , and an Egyptian false 

Prophet. The Jews and Syrians have a Con¬ 
test at Caesarea. 

61. Now as to the many things in which Nero 
acted like a madman, out of the extravagant de¬ 
gree of the felicity and riches which he enjoyed, 
and by that means used his good fortune to the in¬ 
jury of others; and after what manner he slew his 
Brother, and wife, and mother, from whom his 
barbarity spread itself to others that were most 
nearly related to him; and how, at last, he was 
so distracted that he became an artor in the 
scenes, and upon the theatre, I omit to say any 
more about them, because there arc writers 
enough upon those subjects every where; hut I 
shall turn myself to those actions of his time in 
which the Jews were concerned. 

2. Nero, therefore, bestowed the kingdom of 
the Lesser Armenia upon Aristobulus.f HcrotPs 
son, and he added to Agrippa’s kingdom four 
cities, with the toparchics to them belonging: I 
mean Abila, and that Julias which is in Perea, 
Tarichea also, and Tiberias of Galilee; but over 
the rest of Judea he made Felix procurator. 
This Felix took Kleazar the arch robber, and 
many that w« re with him, alive, when they had 
ravaged the country for twenty years together, 
and sent them to Rome; but as to the number of 

* Take the rhnrnrtcr of this Felix, (who is well known 
from ilie Arls of the Apostles, particularly from his 
trembling, when Pi. I’nul discoursed of righteousness, 
chastity, and judgment to come, Acts xxiv. 25, and no 
wonder, when we have elsewhere seen that he lived in 
idultery with 1 Jmsilln, another man’s wife, Antiq. b. 
xx. eh. vii. sect. 1,) in the words of Tacitus, produred 
here by Dean Aldrich : •* Felix exercised,” says Tncitus, 
“ thenuthority of a king, with the disposition of a slave, 
and relying upon the great power of his brother Pallas 
at court, thought he might safely I e guilty of nil kinds 
•f wicked practices.” Observe also ilic time when he 
was made procurator, A. D. 52, that when Ft. Paul 
pleaded his rausc before him, A. D. 5R, he might have 
been many years a judge unto thdt nation, as St. Paul 
•ays he had then been. Acts xxiv. 10. Put an to what 
Tacitus here says, that before the death of Cumanus. 
Felix was procurator over Samaria only, it docs not 
well agree with Ft. Paul's words, who would hardly 
k»ve called Samaria a Jewish nation. In short, sloct 


the robbers he caused to be crucified, and of 
those who were caught among them, and whom 
he brought to punishment, they were a multitude 
not to be enumerated. 

3. When the country was purged of these, 
there sprang up another sort of robbers in Jeru¬ 
salem, who were called Sicarii, who slew men in 
the day-time, and in the midst of the city: this 
they did chiefly at the festivals, when they min¬ 
gled themselves amoDg the multitude, and con¬ 
cealed daggers under their garments, with which 
they stabbed those that were their enemies; and 
when any fell down dead, the murderers became 
a part of those that had indignation against them, 
lw which means they appeared persons of such 
reputation that they could by no means be dis¬ 
covered. The first man who was slain by them 
was Jonathan the high priest, after whose death 
many were slain every day, while the fear men 
were in of being so served was more afflicting 
than the calamity itself; and while every body 
expected death every hour, as men do in war, so 
men were obliged to look before them, and to 
take notice of their enemies at a great distance, 
nor, if their friends were coming to them, durst 
they trust them any longer; but, in the midst of 
their suspicions and guarding of themselves, 
they were slain. Such was the celerity of the 
plotters against them, and so cunning was their 
contrivance. 

4. There was also another body of wicked 
men gotten together, not so impure in their ac¬ 
tions, but more wicked in their intentions, who 
laid waste the happy state of the city no less 
than did these murderers. These were such 
men as deceived and deluded the people under 
prettnee of divine inspiration, but were for pro¬ 
curing innovations and changes of the govern¬ 
ment; and these prevailed with the multitude to 
act like madmen, and went before them into the 
wilderness, as pretending that God would there 
show them the signals of liberty. But Felix 
thought this procedure was to be the beginning 
of a revolt; so he sent some horsemen and foot¬ 
men, both armed, who destroyed a great number 
of them. 

5. But there was an Egyptian false prophet, 
that did the Jews more mischief than the former; 
for he was a cheat, and pretended to be a prophet 
also, and got together thirty thousand men that 
were deluded by him; these he led round about 
from the wilderness to the mount which was call¬ 
ed the Mount of Olives, and was ready to break 
into Jerusalem by force from that place; and if 
he could but once conquer the Roman garrison 
and the people, he intended to domineer over 
them by the assistance of those guards of his 
that were to break into the city with him. But 
Felix prevented his attempt, and met him with 
his Roman soldiers, while all the people assisted 
him in his attack upon them, insomuch that 
when it came to a battle, the Egyptian ran away, 
with a few others, while the greatest part of 
those that were with him were either destroyed 
or taken alive: but the rest of the multitude 

what Tnritus here says is about countries very remote 
from Home, where be lived ; since what be says of two 
Homan procurators,the one over Galilee,the other over 
Samaria, at Hie same tunc, is without all example else 
where ; and sinre Josephus, who lived at that very time 
in Judea, appears to have known nolhing of this procu- 
rntorship of Felix, before the death of Cumanus, 1 much 
suspect the story itself is nothing better than a mistake 
of Tacitus, especially when it seems not only omitted, 
hot contradicted hy Josephus; as anyone may find 
who compares their hlsiorics together. Possibly Felix 
might have been a subordinate judge among the Jews 
some time before under Cinnanns; but that lie was in 
earnest a procurator of Samaria, before, I do not be¬ 
lieve. Bishop Pearson, as well as Bishop Lloyd, quote 
thia account, but with a douhtful clause; si fides Taeito t 
If we may believe Tacitua. Pears. Annul. Paulin, page 
8, Marshall’s Tablra, nt A. D. 49- 

t i. e. Ilcrod, king of Chalcis. 
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were dispersed every one to their own homes, and 
there concealed themselves. 

C. Now when these were quieted, it happened, 
as it does in a diseased body, that another part 
was subject to an inflammation; for a company 
of deceivers and robbers got together, and per¬ 
suaded the Jews to revolt, and exhorted them to 
assert their liberty, inflicting death on those that 
continued in obedieuce to the Roman govern¬ 
ment, and saying, that such as willingly chose 
slavery, ought to be forced from such their de¬ 
sired inclinations; for they parted themselves into 
different bodies, and lay in wait up and down the 
country, and plundered the houses of the great 
men, and slew the men themselves, and set the 
villages on lire; and this till all Judea was filled 
with the effects of their madness. And thus the 
flame was every day more and more blown up, 
till it came to a direct war. 

7. There was also another disturbance at Cae¬ 
sarea; those Jews who were mixed with the Sy¬ 
rians that lived* there, raising a tumult against 
them. The Jews pretended that the city was 
theirs, and said, that he who built it was a Jew, 
meaning king Herod. The Syrians confessed 
also that its builder was a Jew, but they still said, 
however, that the city was a Grecian city; for 
that he who set up statues and temples in it could 
not design it for the Jews. On which account 
both parties had a contest with one another; and 
this contest increased so much, that it came at 
last to arms, and the bolder sort of them march¬ 
ed out to fight; for the elders of the Jews were 
not able to put a stop to their own people that 
were disposed to be tumultuous, and the Greeks 
thought it a shame lor them to be overcome by 
the Jews. Now these Jews exceeded the others 
in riches, and strength of body; but the Grecian 
part had the advantage of assistance from the 
soldiery; for the greatest part of the Roman 
garrison was raised out of Syria, and being thus 
related to the Syrian part, they were ready to 
assist it. However, the governors of the city 
were concerned to keep all quiet, and whenever 
they caught those that were most for fighting on 
either side, they punished them with stripes and 
bonds. Yet did not the sufferings of those that 
were caught affright the remainder, or make 
them desist; but they were still more and more 
exasperated, and deeper engaged in the sedition. 
And as Felix came once into the market place, 
and commanded the Jews, when they had beaten 
the Syrians, to go their ways, and threatened 
them if they would not; and as they would not 
obey him, he sent his soldiers out upon them, and 
slew a great many of them, upon which it fell out 
that what they had was plundered. And as the 
sedition still continued, ne chose out the most 
eminent men on both sides as ambassadors to 
Nero, to argue about their several privileges. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Festus succeeds Felix , who is succeeded by Albi¬ 
nus , as he is by Floras; who , by the Barbarity 

of his Government, forces the Jews into the 

l Far. 

§ 1. Now it was that Festus succeeded Felix, 
as procurator, and made it his business to cor¬ 
rect those that made disturbances in the country. 
So he caught the greatest part of the robbers, 
and destroyed a great many of them. But then 
Albinus, wiio succeeded Festus, did not execute 
his office as the other had done; nor was there 
any sort of wickedness that could be named, but 

* Not Ion" after this beginning of Floras, the wicked¬ 
est of all the Roman procurators of Judea, and the im¬ 
mediate occasion of tile Jewish war, at the twelfth year 
of Nero, and the seventeenth of Asrippa, or A. D. GG, 
the history in the twenty books of Josephus’s Antiqui¬ 
ties ends; although Josephus did not finish these books 
till tlie 13th of Domitian, or A. D. 93, twenty-seven 
years afterward ; as he did not finish their Appendix, 
containing an account of his own life, till Agrippa was 


he had a hand in it. Accordingly, he did not 
only, in his political capacity, steal and plunder 
every one’s substance, nor did he only burden 
the whole nation with taxes, but he permitted the 
relations of such as were in prison for robbery, 
and had been laid there, either by the senate of 
every city, or by the former procurators, to re¬ 
deem them for money; and nobody remained in 
the prisons, as a malefactor, but he who gave him 
nothing. At this time it was, that the enterprises 
of the seditious at Jerusalem were very formida¬ 
ble: the principal men among them purchasing 
leave of Albinus to go on with their seditious 
practices; while that part of the people who de¬ 
lighted in disturbances joined themselves to such 
as had fellowship with Albinus: and every one of 
those wicked wretches was encompassed with his 
own band of robbers, while himself, like an arch 
robber, or a tyrant, made a figure among his com¬ 
pany, and abused his authority over those about 
him, in order to plunder those that lived quietly. 
The effect of which was this, that those who lost 
their goods were forced to hold their peace, 
when they had reason to show great indignation 
at what they had suffered; but those who had 
escaped, were forced to flatter him that deserved 
to be punished, out of the fear they were in of 
suffering equally with the others. Upon the 
whole, nobody durst speak their minds, for ty¬ 
ranny was generally tolerated; and at this time 
were those seeds sown which brought the city to 
destruction. 

2. And though such was the character of Albi¬ 
nus, yet did Gessius Florus,* who succeeded to 
him, demonstrate him to have been a most ex¬ 
cellent person, upon the comparison; for the 
former aid the greatest part of his rogueries ia 
private, and with a sort of dissimulation; but 
Gessius did his unjust actions to the harm of the 
nation after a pompous manner: and as though 
he had been sent as au executioner to punish 
condemned malefactors, he omitted no sort of 
rapine or of vexation; where the case was really 
pitiable, he was most barbarous, and in things of 
the greatest turpitude he was most impudent. 
Nor could any one outdo him in disguisiug the 
truth, nor could any one contrive more subtle 
ways of deceit than he did. He indeed thought 
it but a petty offence to get money out of single 
persons, so he spoiled whole cities, and mined 
entire bodies of men at once, and did almost 
publicly proclaim it all the. country over; that 
they had liberty given them to turn robbers, upon 
this condition, that he might go shares with them 
in the spoils they got. Accordingly, this his 
greediness of gain was the occasiou that entire 
toparchies were brought to desolation; and a 
great many of the people left their own country, 
and fled into foreign provinces. 

3. And truly, while Cestius Gallus was presi¬ 
dent of the province of Syria, nobody durst do 
so much as send an embassage to him against 
Florus; but when he was come to Jerusalem, 
upon the approach of the feast of unleavened 
bread, the people came about him not fewer in 
number than three millions:f these besought him 
to commiserate the calamities of their nation, 
and cried out upon Florus as the bane of their 
country. But as he was present, and stood by 
Cestius, he laughed at their words. However, 
Cestius, when he had quieted the multitude, and 
had assured them that he would take care that 
Florus should hereafter treat them in a more 
gentle manner, returned to Antioch: Florus also 

dead, which happened in the third year of Trnjnn, or 
A. D. ICO, as I have several times observed before. 

f Here we may note, that 3,000.000 of the Jews were 
present at the passover, A. D. Go, which confirms what 
Josephus elsewhere informs us of. that at a passover a 
little later, they counted 256.500 paschal lambs, which 
at twelve to each lamb, which is no immoderate capi¬ 
tation, come to 3,07$,060. See b. vi. ch. ix. 6ect.3. 
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conducted him as far as Ciesarea, and deluded 
him though he had at that very time the pur¬ 
pose of showing his anger at the nation, and pro¬ 
curing a war upon thorn, by which means alone 
it was that he supposed he might conceal his 
enormities; for he expected that, ii the peace 
continued, he should have the Jews for his nccu- 
ins l“*foie Ciesar, but that if he coaid procure 
them to make a revolt, he should divett their 
laying lesser crimes to his charge, by a misery 
which was so much greater; he therefore did 
every day augment their calamities, in order to 
induce them to a rebellion. 

4. Now at this time it happened, that the Gre¬ 
cians at Ciesarea had been too hard for the Jews, 
and hud obtained of Nero the government of the 
city, and hud brought the judicial determination; 
at tlie same time began the war, in the twelfth 
year of the reign ol Nero and the seventeenth 
of the reign of Agrippu, in the month of Arte- 
niisius [Jyar.] Now the occasion of this war 
was by no means proportionable to those heavy 
calamities which it brought upon us. For the 
Jews that dwelt at Ciesarea had a synagogue 
near the place, whose owner was a certain Cie- 
sarean Greek; the Jews had endeavored fre¬ 
quently to have purchased the possession of the 
place, and had oll’cred many times its value for 
its price; but as the owner overlooked their of¬ 
fers, so did he raise other buildings upon the 
place, in way of affront to them, and made work¬ 
ing shops of them, and left them but a narrow pas¬ 
sage, and such as was very troublesome for them 
to go along to their synagogue. Whereupon the 
warmer part of the Jewish youth went hastily to 
the workmen, and forbade them to build there: 
but as !■ lorus would not permit them to use force, 
the great men of the Jcws t with John the pub¬ 
lican, being in the utmost distress what to do, 
persuaded Florus, with the oiler ol eight talents, 
to hinder the work. He then, being intent upon 
nothing but getting money, promised he would 
do for them all they desired of him, and then 
went away from Caesarea to Sebaste, and left the 
sedition to take its full course, as if he had sold 
a license to the Jews to light it out. 

5. Now on the next day. which was the seventh 
dav of the week, when the Jews were crowding 
apace to their synagogue, a certain man ol Cie¬ 
sarea, of a seditious temper, got an earthen ves¬ 
sel, and set it with the bottom upward at the 
entrance of that synagogue, and sacrificed birds.'* 
This thing provoked tlie Jews to an incurable 
degree, because their laws were affronted, and 
the place was polluted. Whereupon the sober 
and moderate part of the Jews thought it proper 
to have recourse to their governors again; while 
the seditious part, and such as were in the fer¬ 
vor of their voulh, were vehemently inflamed 
to fight. The seditious also among the [G«. utiles 
of] Caesarea stood ready for the same purpose; 
(for they had by agreement, sent the man to sa¬ 
crifice beforehand, as ready to support him;) so 
that it soon came to blows. Hereupon Jucunclus 
the master of the horse, who was ordered to pre¬ 
vent the light, came thither and took away the 
earthen vessel, and endeavored to put a stop to 
the sedition; but when he was overcome bv the 
• violence of the people of Ciesarea, the Jews 
raught up their books of the law, and retired to 
Narbata, which was a place to them belonging, 
distant from Ciesarea sixty furlongs. But John, 
and twelve of the principal men with him, went 
to Horns, to Sebaste, and made a lamentable 
complaint of their case, and besought him to 
help thun; and with all possible decency put 
him iu mind of the eight taleuls they had given 
him: but be had the nun seized upon,arid put in 

* Take here Ur. Hndson’s very pertinent note“ Hy 
•liia action,” says lie, ‘‘the killing of a Hr,l over an 
-arllicn vessel, the Jews were exposed as a leprous 
• people; for that was to he done by their law in the 

cleansing of a leper. (Levil. cli. xlv.) It is also known 
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prison, and accused them for carrying the books 
of the law out of Caesarea. 

6. Moreover, as to the citizens of Jerusalem, 
although they look this matter very ill, yet did 
they restrain their passion; but Horns acted 
herein as if he had been hired, and blew up the 
war into a llame, and sent some to take seven¬ 
teen talents out of the sacred treasure, and pre¬ 
tended that Caesar wanted them. At this the 
people were in confusion immediately, and ran 
together to the temple, with prodigious clamors, 
aiul called upon Ciesar by name, and besought 
him to free them from the tyranny of Florus. 
Some also of the seditious cried out upon Florus, 
and cast ibe greatest reproaches upon him, and 
carried a basket about and begged some spills 
of money for him, as for one that was destitute 
of possessions, ana in a miserable condition. 
Yet was not he made ashamed hereby of bis love 
of money, but was more enraged, and provoked 
to get still more; and instead of coming to Cai- 
sarea, as he ought to have done, and quenching 
the llame of war which was beginning thence, 
and so taking away the occasion of any disturb¬ 
ances, on which account it was that he had re¬ 
ceived a reward [of eight talents,] he marched 
hastily with an army of horsemen and footmen 
against Jerusalem, that he might gain his will 
by the arms of the Romans, and might by his 
terror, and by his threatenings, bring the city into 
subjection. 

7. But the people were desirous of making 
Florus ashamed of his attempts, and met his sol¬ 
diers with acclamations, and put .themselves in 
order to receive him very submissively. But he 
sent Capito, a centurion, beforehand, with fifty 
soldiers, to bid them go back, and not now make 
a show of receiving him in an obliging manner, 
whom they had so foully reproached before; and 
said, that it was incumbent nn them, in case they 
had generous souls, and were free speakers, to 
jest upon him to his face, and appear to be lovers 
of liberty, not only in words, but with their wea¬ 
pons also. With this message was the multi¬ 
tude amazed, and upon the coming of Capito’s 
horsemen into the midst of them, they were dis¬ 
persed before they could salute Florus, or mani¬ 
fest their submissive behavior to him. Accord¬ 
ingly, they retired to their own houses, and spent 
that night in fear and confusion of face. 

9. Now at this time Florus took up his quar¬ 
ters at the palace; and on the next day he had 
his tribunal set before it, and sat upon it, when 
the high priests, and the men of power, and 
those of the greatest eminence in the city, came 
all before that tribunal; upon which Horns com¬ 
manded them to deliver up to him those that had 
reproached him, and told them that they should 
themselves partake of the vengeance to them 
belonging, if they did not product- the criminals; 
but these demonstrated that the people were 
peaceably disposed, and they begged forgiveness 
for those that had spoken amiss; for that it was 
no wonder at all that in so great a multitude there 
should be some more during than they ought to 
he, and by reason of their younger age foolish 
also; and that it was impossible to distinguish 
those that oflended from the rest, while every 
one was sorry for what he had done, and denied 
it out of fear of what would follow; that he ought, 
however, to provide for the peace of the nation, 
and to take such counsels as might prescive the 
city for the Romans, and rath* r for the sake of a 
great number of innocent people, to forgive a few 
that were guilty, than fur the sake of a few of the 
wicked, to put so large and good a body of men 
into disorder. 

9, Florus was more provoked at this, and call- 

that the Centiles reproached the Jews as subject to the 
leprosy, nml believed that they wore driven out of 
jtyypt on that ncconnt. This that eminent person Mr 
Keland suggested to me.” 
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edout aloud to the soldiers to plunder that which 
was called the upper market-place, and to slay 
such as they met with. So the soldiers, taking 
this exhortation of their commander in a sense 
agreeable to their desire of gain, did not only 
plunder the place they were sent to, but forcing 
themselves into every house, they slew its inha¬ 
bitants; so the citizens fled along the narrow 
lanes, and the soldiers slew those that they caught, 
and no method of plunder was omitted; they 
also caught many of the quiet people, and brought 
them before Florus, whom he first chastised with 
stripes, and then crucified. Accordingly, the 
whole number of those that were destroyed that 
day, with their wives and children, (for they did 
not spare even the infants themselves,) was about 
three thousand and six hundred. And what made 
this calamity the heavier, was this new method of 
Roman barbarity: for Florus ventured then to do 
what no one had done before, that is, to have 
men of the equestrian order whipped* and nailed 
to the cross before hie tribunal; who although 
they were or birth Jews, yet were they of Roman 
dignity nu«.Witiistanding. 

CHAP. XV. 

Concerning' Bernice's Petition to Florus to spare 

the Jews , but in vain; as also how , after the se¬ 
ditious Flame was quenched , it was kindled 

again by Florus. 

$ 1, About this very time king Agrippa was 
going to Alexandria, to congratulate Alexander 
upon his* having obtained the government of 
Egypt from Nero; but as his sister Bernice was 
come to Jerusalem, and saw the wicked prac¬ 
tices of the soldiers, she was sorely affected at it, 
and frequently sent the masters of her horse, and 
her guards, to Florus, and begged of him to leave 
off these slaughters; but he would not comply 
with her request, nor have any regard either to 
the multitude of those already slain, or to the 
nobility of her that interceded, but only' to the 
advantage he should make by this plundering; 
'nay, this violence of the soldiers broke out to 
such a degree of madness, that it spent itself on 
the queen herself, for they did not only r torment 
and destroy those whom they had caught under 
her very eyes, but indeed had killed herself also, 
unless she had prevented them by flying to the 
palace, and had stayed there all night with her 
guards, which she had about her for fear of an 
insult from the soldiers. Now she dwelt then at 
Jerusalem, in order to perform a vowf which she 
had made to God; for it is usual with those that 
had been either afflicted with a distemper, or 
with any other distresses, to make vows; and 
for thirty days before they are to offer their sa¬ 
crifices, to abstain from wine, and to shave the 
hair of their head. Which things Bernice was 
now performing, and stood barefoot before Flo- 
rus’s tribunal, and besought him [to spare the 
Jews.] Yet could she neither have any reverence 
paid to her, nor could she escape without some 
danger of being slain herself. 

2. This happened upon the sixteenth day of the 

♦Here we have examples of native Jews who ivereof 
the equestrian order among the Romans, and so ought 
never to have been whipped or crucified, according to 
the Roman laws. See almost the like case in St. Paul 
himself. Acts xxii. 25—29. 

{This vow which Bernice (here and elsewhere called 
queen, not only as daughter nmi sister to two kings, 
Agrippa tlie Ureal and Aurippa junior, hut the widow of 
Herod, kin? ofChalcis) came now to accomplish nt Jeru¬ 
salem, was not that of a Nazarite, hut such a one as re¬ 
ligious Jews used to make in hopes of any deliverance 
from a disease, or other danger, as Josephus here inti¬ 
mates. However, tiicse thirty days’abode nt Jerusalem, 
for fasting nnd preparation against the oblation of a 
proper sacrifice, seems to be too long, unless it were 
wholly voluntary in this great lady, it is not required 
in the law of Moses relating to Nazarites, Numb. vi. and 
is very different from St. Paul’s time fur such prepara¬ 
tion, which was but one day, Acts xxi. 26. So we want 


month Artemisius [Jyar.] Now on the next day 
the multitude, ivho were in a great agony, ran 
together to the upper market-place, and made the 
loudest lamentations for those that had perished; 
and the greatest part of the cries were such as 
reflected on Florus; at which the men of power 
were affrighted, together with the high priests, 
and rent their garments, and fell down before 
each of them, and besought them to lei»ve off, and 
not to provoke Florus to some incurable proce¬ 
dure, besides tvhat they had already suffered. 
Accordingly, the multitude complied immediate¬ 
ly, out of reverence to those that had desired it 
of them, and out of the hope they had that Flo¬ 
rus would do them no more injuries. 

3. So Florus was troubled that the disturb¬ 
ances were over, and endeavored to kindle that 
flame again, and sent for the high priests, with 
the other eminent persons, and said, the only 
demonstration that the people would not make 
any other innovations should be this, that they 
must go out and meet the soldiers that were 
ascending from Ciesarea, whence two cohort* 
were coming; and while these men were exhort¬ 
ing the multitude so to do, he sent beforehand, 
and gave directions tc the centurions of the co¬ 
horts, that they should give notice to those that 
were under them not to return the Jews’ saluta¬ 
tions; and that if they made any reply to his dis¬ 
advantage, they should make use of their wea¬ 
pons. Now the high priests assembled the mul¬ 
titude in the temple, and desired them to go and 
meet the Romans, and to salute the cohorts very 
civilly, before their miserable case should become 
incurable. Now the seditious part would not com¬ 
ply with these persuasions, but the consideration 
of those that had been destroyed made them in¬ 
cline to those that were the boldest for action. 

4. At this time it was that every priest, and 
every servant of God, brought out the holy ves¬ 
sels, and the ornamental garments wherein they 
used to minister in sacred things. The harper* 
also, and the singers of hymns, came out with 
their instruments of music, and fell down before 
the multitude, and begged of them that they 
would preserve those holy ornaments to them, 
and not provoke the Romans to carry off those 
sacred treasures. You might also see then the 
high priests themselves, with dust sprinkled in 
great plenty upon their heads, with bosoms de¬ 
prived of any covering, but what was rent; these 
besought every one of the eminent men by name, 
and the multitude in common, that they would 
not for a small offence betray their country to 
those that were desirous to have it laid waste; 
saying, “ What benefit will it bring to the sol¬ 
diers to have a salutation from the Jews? or 
what amendment of your affairs will it bring 
you, if yon do not now go out to meet them? 
and that if they saluted them civilly, all handle 
would be cut off from Florus to begin a war; 
that they should thereby gain their conutry, and 
freedom from all farther sufferings; and that, 
besides, it would be a sign of great want of com¬ 
mand of themselves, if they should yield to a 
few seditious persons, while it was fitter for 

already the continuation of the Antiquities to afford us 
light here, as they have hitherto done on so many occa¬ 
sions elsewhere. Perhaps in this age the traditions of 
the Pharisees had obliged the Jews to this degree of rigor, 
not only as to these thirty days’ preparation, hut ns to 
the going barefoot all that time, which here Bernice sub¬ 
mitted to also. For we know that as God’s and our Sa¬ 
viour’s yoke is usually easy, and his burden compara¬ 
tively light, in such positive injunctions. Malt, xi.30.so 
did the Scribes and Pharisees sometimes bind upon men 
heavy burdens , and grievous to be borne, even when 
they themselves would not touch them with one of their 
Jimrers, Matt, xxiii.4; Luke xi. 46. However, Noldius 
well o‘ serves, De Herod. No.404,414,that Juvenal in Ilia 
sixtii satire alludes to this remarkable penance or sub¬ 
mission of this Bernice to Jewish discipline, and jests up¬ 
on her for it; as do Tacitus, Dio, Suetonius, and Sextus 
Aurelius, mention her as one well known at Rome, ibid 
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them, who were so great a people, to force the 
others to act soberly.” 

5. by the^e persuasions, which they used to 
the multitude, and to the seditiuus, they restrain¬ 
ed some by threatening^, and others by the re¬ 
verence that was paid them. After this they led 
them out, and they met the soldiers quietly, and 
after a composed manner, and when they were 
come up .vilh them, they saluted them; but 
when they made no answer, the seditious ex¬ 
claimed against Floras, which was the signal 
given for falling upon them. The soldiers there¬ 
fore encompassed them presently, and struck 
them with their clubs, and as they lied away, the 
horsemen trampled them down, so that a great 
many fell down dead by the strokes of the Ro¬ 
maic, and more by their own violence in crush¬ 
ing one another. JS’ow there was a terrible 
crowding about the gates, and ivhile every body 
was making haste to get before another, the 
flight of them all was retarded, and a terrible de¬ 
struction there was among those that fell down; 
for they were suffocated and broken to pieces t>y 
the multitude of those that were uppermost; nor 
could any of them be distinguished by his rela¬ 
tions in order to tbe care of nis funeral; the sol¬ 
diers also who beat them, fell upon those whom 
they overtook, without showing them any mer¬ 
cy, and thrust the multitude through the place 
called Bezetha,* as they forced their way in 
order to get in and seize upon the temple, and 
the tower Antonia. Florus also being desirous 
to get those places into his possession, brought 
such as were with him out ot the king’s palace, 
and would have compelled them to get as far as 
the citadel [Antonia;] but his attempt failed, for 
the people turned back upon him, and stopped 
the violence of his attempt, and as they stood 
upon the tops of their houses, they threw their 
darts at the Romans, who, as they were sorely 
galled thereby, because those weapons came 
from above, and they were not able to make a 
passage through the multitude, which stopped 
up the narrow passages, they retired to the camp 
which was at the palace. 

6. But for the seditious, they were afraid lest 
Florus should come again, and get possession of 
the temple, through Antonia; so they got imme¬ 
diately upon those cloisters of the temple that 
joined to Antonia, and cnl them down. This 
cooletl the avarice of Florus, for whereas he was 
eager to obtain the treasures of God [in the tem¬ 
ple,] and on that account was desirous of getting 
into Antonia, as soon as the cloisters were bro¬ 
ken down, he left off Ins attempt; he then sent 
for the high prices and the sanhedrim, and told 
them that he was indeed himself going out of the 
city, but that he would leave them as large a 
garrison as they should desire: hereupon they 
promised that they would make no innovations, 
in case lie would leave them one band; but not 
that which had fought with the Jews, because 
the multitude bore ill-will against that band, oil 
account of what they had suffered from it; so he 
changed the band as they desired, and, with the 
rest of his forces, returned to C;esarea. 

CHAT. XVI. 

Cestius sends J^topolilanus the Tribune to see in 

what Condition the Jlfairs of the Jews were. 

Jlgrippa makes a Speech in the People of the 

Jews , that he may divert them from their In¬ 
tentions if making IVar with the Ilomnns. 

$ 1. However, Florus contrived another wav 
to oblige the Jews to begin the war. and sent to 

* f take nils Bezetha to he that small hill adjoining to 
the north side of the tcmtile. whereon was the I nspitnl 
with five porliroesor r’oislrrs, n ml beneath whirfi was 
the sheep-pool of llethesda, into whieli an nntrelnr mes- 
■enter, ai n rcrrnin season, descended.and where he or 
they \vi o were the first put into the pool, were cured, 
John v. 1, <*cc. This situation of Bezetha, in Josephus, 


Cestius, and accused the Jews falsely of revolt¬ 
ing [from the Roman government,] and imputed 
the beginning of the tormer fight - to them, and 
pretended they had been the authors of that dis¬ 
turbance, wherein they were only the sufferers. 
Yet were not the governors of Jerusalem silent 
upon this occasion, but did themselves write to 
Cestius, as did Bernice also, about the illegal 
practices of which Florus had been guilty against 
the city; who, upon reading both accounts, con¬ 
sulted with his captains [what he should do.1 
.Now some of them thought it best for Cestius to 
go up with his army, either to punish the revolt, 
if it was real, or to settle the Roman affairs on a 
surer foundation, if the Jews continued quiet 
under them; but he thought it best himself to 
send one of his intimate friends beforehand, to 
see the state of affairs, and to give him a faithful 
account of the intention of the Jews. Accord¬ 
ingly, he sent one of his tribunes, whose name 
was JN'eopolitanus, who met with king Agrippa, 
as he was returning from Alexandria, at Jamnia, 
and told him who it was that sen*, niui and on 
what errand he was sent. 

2. And here it was that the high priests, and 
men of power among the Jews, as well as the 
sanhedrim, came to congratulate the king [upon 
his safe return;] and after the)’ had paid him their 
respects, they lamented their own calamities, and 
related to lnni what barbarous treatment they 
had met with from Florus. At which barbarity 
Agrippa had great indignation, but transferred, 
after a subtle manner, his anger towards those 
Jews whom he really pitied, that he might beat 
down their high thoughts of themselves^ and 
would have them believe that they had not been 
so unjustly treated, in order to dissuade them 
from avenging themselves. So these great men, 
as of better understanding than the rest, and de¬ 
sirous of peace, because of the possessions they 
had, understood that this rebuke which the king 
gave them was intended for their good: but, as 
to the people, they came sixty furlongs out of 
Jerusalem, and congratulated both Agrippa and 
Neopolitanus; but the wives of those that had“ 
been slain, came running first of all and lament¬ 
ing. 'The people also, when they heard their 
mourning, fell into lamentations also, and be¬ 
sought Agrippa to assist them: they also cried 
out to Neopolitanus, and complained of the many 
miseries they had endured under Florus, and 
they showed them, when they were come into 
the city, how the market-place was made deso¬ 
late, and the houses plundered. They then per¬ 
suaded Neopolitanns, by the means of Agrippa, 
that he would walk round the city, with only one 
servant, as far as Siloam, that he might inform 
himself, that the Jews submitted to ail the rest 
of the Romans, and were only displeased at Flo¬ 
rus, by reason of his exceeding barbarity to them. 
So he walked round, and had sufficient experience 
of the good temper the people were in, and then 
went up to the temple, where he called the mul¬ 
titude. together, and highly commended them for 
their fidelity to the Romans, and earnestly ex¬ 
horted them to keep the peace; and having per¬ 
formed such parts of divine worship at the temple 
as lie was allowed to do. lie returned to Ce>tius. 

3. But as for the multitude of the Jews, they 
nddressed themsi Ives to the kin", and to the 
high priests, and desired they might have leave 
to send ambassadors to Nero against Florus, and 
not by their silence afford a suspicion that they 
had been the occasions of such great slaughter 
as had been made, and were disposed to revolt, 
alleging that they should seem to have been the 

on the north .side of the temple, anil no! far o*T the rower 
Antonin, exactly agrees lo ihn plarc of the same pool at 
this day; only the remaining cloisters arc hut three, 
roe Mnuudrcl, pace llJli. Ti c entire buildings seem to 
have been called the JVWe City, and this parr, where 
was the hospital, peculiarly Bezetha or Bethesda. Se« 
ch. xix. sect. 4. 
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first beginners of the war, if they did not prevent 
the report by showing who it was that began it; 
and it appeared openly that they wouli not be 
quiet, if any body should hinder them from send¬ 
ing such an embassage. But Agrippa. although 
he thought it too dangerous a thing for them to 
appoint men to go as the accusers of I- lorus, yet 
did he not think it lit for him to overlook them, 
as they were in a disposition for war. He there¬ 
fore called the multitude together into a large 
gallery, and placed his sister Bernice in the house 
of the Asamoneans, that she might be seen by 
them, (which house was over the gallery, at 
the passage to the upper city, where the bridge 
joined the temple to the gallery,) and spake to 
them as follows.— 

4. * “Had I perceived that you were all zeal¬ 
ously disposed to go to war with the Romans, 
and that the purer and more sincere part of the 
people did not purpose to live in peace, l had not 
come out to you, nor been so bold as to give you 
counsel; for all discourses that tend to persuade 
men to do what they ought to do are superfluous, 
when the hearers are agreed to do the contrary. 
But because some are earnest to go to war, be¬ 
cause they are young, and without experience of 
the miseries it brings; and because some are for 
it, out of an unreasonable expectation of regain¬ 
ing their liberty; and because others hope to get 
by it, and are therefore earnestly bent upon it, 
that in the confusion of your affairs they may 
gain what belongs to those that are too weak to 
resist them; I have thought proper to get you 
all together, and to say to you what I think to 
be for your advantage; that so the former may 
grow wiser, and change their minds, and that 
the best men may come to no harm by the ill 
conduct of some others. And let not any one be 
tumultuous against me, in case what they hear 
me say do not please them; for as to those who 
admit of no cure, but are lesolved upon a revolt, 
it will still be in their power to retain the same 
sentiments after my exhortation is over: but still 
ray discourse will fall to the ground, even with 
relation to those that have a mind to hear me, 
unless you will all keep silence. I am well aware 
that they make a tragical exclamation concern¬ 
ing the injuries that have been offered you by 
your procurators, and concerning the glorious 
advantage* of liberty; but before I begin the in¬ 
quiry, who are you that must go to war? and 
who they are against whom yon must fight? 1 
shall first separate those pretences that are by 
some connected together; for if you aim at 
avenging yourselves on those that have done you 
injury, why do you pretend this to be a war fur 
recovering your liberty? but if yon think all 
servitude intolerable, to what purpose serve vonr 
complaints against your particular governors? 
for if they treated you with moderation, it would 
still be equally an unworthy tiling to be in servi¬ 
tude. Consider now the several races that may 
be supposed, how little occasion there isforvour 
going to war. Your first occasion is the accusa¬ 
tions you have to make against vour procurators: 
now here you ought to be submissive to those in 
authority, and not give them any provocation; 

* In this speer h of Kin" Agrippa we have an authentic 
account of the extent and strength of tic Homan em¬ 
pire when the Jew s‘t war began. Vnd this speech with 
Other circumstances in Josephus, demonstrate how wise 
and how "rent a perso?i this \grippa w: s, and why Jo¬ 
sephus elsewhere calls hint toxv/tsv* o«, a most won¬ 
derful or admirable man, I’ontr. Ap. 1.0. lie is thesame 
Agrippa w! o said to St. 1’au'. .4'most 'lion person- 'est 
me to be a Christian, \c?s xvvi.28:: ml of whom St. Paul 
said, He teas expert in all the customs and questions of 
the Jews , ver. 3. See another iutinrition of ilie limits 
of the same Roman empire, Of the War, h. iii.ch. v. 
sect. 7, But what seems to me very remarkable here is 
this, that when Josephus, in imitation of the Creeks and 
Romans, for whose use he wrote his Ant quitics, did 
himself frequently compose li e speeches which lie put 
into others’mouths, they appear, by the politeness of 


but when you reproach men greatly for small 
offences, you excite those whom you reproach 
to be your adversaries; for this will only make 
them leave off hurting you privately, and with 
some degree of modesty, and to lay what you 
have waste openiy. Now nothing so much damps 
the force ot stroxes as bearing them with pa¬ 
tience; and the quietness of those who are in¬ 
jured diverts the injurious persons from afflict¬ 
ing. But let us take it for granted, that the 
Roman ministers are injurious to you, and are 
incurably severe; yet are they not all the Ro¬ 
mans who thus injure you; nor hath Caesar, 
against whom you are going to make war, in¬ 
jured you; it is not by their command that any 
wicked governor is sent to you; for they who 
are in the west cannot see those that are in the 
east; nor indeed is it easy for them there even 
to hear what is done in these parts. Now it is 
absurd to make war with a great many for the 
sake of one; to do so with such mighty people, 
for a small cause: and this when these people 
are not able to know of what you complain; nay- 
such crimes as we complain of may soon be cor¬ 
rected, for the same procurator will not continue 
for ever; and probable it is that the successors 
will come with more moderate inclinations. But 
as for war, if it be once begun, it is not easily laid 
down again, nor borne without calamities coming 
therewith. However, as to the desire of reco¬ 
vering your liberty, it is unseasonable to indulge 
it so late; whereas you ought to have labored 
earnestly in old time that you might never have 
lost it; for the first experience of slavery was 
hard to be endured, and the struggle that you 
might never have been subject to it would have 
betli just; but that slave who hath been once 
brought iDto subjection, and then runs away, is 
rather a refractory slave than a lover of liberty, 
for it was then the proper time for doingail that 
was possible, that you might never have admit¬ 
ted tlie Romans [into your city,] when Pompey 
came first into the country. But so it was, that 
our ancestors and their kings, who were in much 
better circumstances than we are, both as to mo¬ 
ney and [strong] bodies, and [valiant] souls, did 
not bear the onset of a small body of the Roman 
army. And yet you, who have now accustomed 
yourselves to obedience from one generation to 
another, and who are so much inferior to those 
who fii>t submitted in your circumstances, will 
venture to oppose the entire empire of the Ro¬ 
mans; while those Athenians, who, in order to pre¬ 
serve the liberty of Greece, did once set fire to 
their own city; who pursued Xerxes, that pr md 
prince, when lie sailtd upon the sea, and walked 
upon the land, and Cuuld not be contained by the 
sea*, but conducted such an army as wa* too broad 
f *r Kurupe, and made him run away like a fugi¬ 
tive in a single ship, and brake so great a partot 
Asia at the lesser S.ilamis. are yet at this time 
servants to the Romans; and those injunctions 
which are sent from Italy, become laws to the 
principal governing city of Greece. Tho*e La¬ 
cedemonians als i, who got the great victories at 
Thennopv 1 e and l l.itea, and had Agesilaiis [for 
t.'ieir king,] and searched every corner of Asia, 

their composition, and their flights of oratory, to he not 
the real speeches oft he persons concerned, who usually 
were no orators, hui of Ids own elegant composition : 
the speech before us is of another nature, till! of unde¬ 
niable tarts, and composed in a plain ami unartful, but 
moving way; so that it appears to he kin" \gri pa’s 
own speech, and to have been given Josep’.us by Agrip- 
pi himself, with whom Josepi'its had the greatest 
friendship. Nor may we omit Agrippa’s co *stant doc¬ 
trine here, that this vast Roman empire was raised and 
supported by d’vine 1’rovidencc; nnd that, therefore, it 
was in vain for the Jews, or any others, to iliink of de¬ 
stroying it. Nor may we neglect to lake notice of 
Agrippa’s solemn appeal io the angels here used; the 
like appeals to which we h..",* in St. Paul, 1 Tim. v.21, 
and by the apostles, in gerera!, in Uie form of the ordi* 

1 nation of bishops, Constitui. Apost. viii.4 
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are contented to admit the same lords. These 
Macedonians also, who still fancy what great nu n 
their Philip and Alexandei were, and see that 
tne latter had promised them the empire over 
the world, these bear so great a change, and pay 
their obedience to those whom fortune hath ad¬ 
vanced in their stead. Moreover, ten thousand 
other nations there are, who had greater reason 
than we to claim their entire liberty, and yt t do 
submit. You are the only people who think it a 
disgrace to be servants to those to whom all the 
world hath submitted. What sort of an army 
do you rely on? What are the arms you depend 
on? Where is your ileet, that may seize upon 
the Roman seas; and where are those treasuns 
which may be sufficient for your undertakings? 
Do you suppose, 1 pray you, that )ou are to 
make war with the Egyptians, and with the Ara¬ 
bians? Will you not carefully reflect upon the 
Roman empire? Will you not estimate your oi\ n 
weakness? Hath not your army been often 
beaten even by your neighboring nations; while 
the power of the Homans is invincible in all 
parts of the habitable earth? nay, rather, they 
seek for somewhat still be)ond that, for all Eu¬ 
phrates is not a sutficient boundary fur them on 
the east side, nor the Danube on the north; and 
for their southern limit, Libya hath been search¬ 
ed over by them, as far as countries uninhabit¬ 
ed, as is Cadiz their limit on the west; nay, in¬ 
deed, they have sought for another habitable 
earth, beyond the ocean, and have carried their 
arms as far as such British islands as were never 
known belore. What therefore do you pretend 
to? Are you richer than the Gauls, stronger 
than the Germans, wiser than the Greeks, more 
numerous than all men upon the habitable earth? 
What confidence is it that elevates you to oppose 
the Romans? Perhaps it will be said. It is hard 
to endure slavery. Yes, but how much harder 
is this to the Greeks, who were esteemed the 
noblest of all people under the sun? These, 
though they inhabit in a large country, are in 
subjection to six bundles of Roman rods! It is 
the same case witli the Macedonians, who have 
juster reason to claim their libe rty thanyou have. 
\Vhat is the case of five hundred cities of Asia? 
do they not submit to a single governor, and to 
the consular bundle of rods? What need I speak 
of the Heniochi, and Cholchi, and the nation of 
Tauri, those that inhabit the Bosphorus, an I th< 
nations about PontuS, and Meotis, who formerly 
knew not so much us a lord of their own, but 
are now subject to three thousand armed men, 
and where forty long ships kept the stain peace, 
which before was not navigable, an I very tem¬ 
pestuous? llow strong a plea may Bitlnuia, ami 
Cappadocia, and the people of Pamphylia, the 
Lycians and Cilicians, put in for liberty? But 
they are made tributary without an army.— 
What are the circumstances of the Thracians, 
whose country extends in brealth I', re days jour¬ 
ney, and in length seven, and is of a much more 
harsh constitution, and much more defensible 
than )ours, and by the rigor of its cold sufficient 
to keep off armies from attacking them? do not 
they submit to two thousand meii of ihe Rom in 
garrisons? Are not the III) rims, who inhabit 
the country adjoining, as far as Palm.ilia ami the 
Danube, govi rued by barely two legion*; b\ 
which also they put a stop to* the incursions of 
the Dacians? And for the Dalmatians, who have 
made such frequent insurrection* in order to 
regain their lib» rt\, mid who could never be¬ 
fore be so thoroughly subdued, but that they 
always gatlif red their forces together again, and 
revolted, yit are they now very quiet under one 
Roman legion. Moreover, if’great advantages 
might provoke any people to revolt, the Gauls 
might do it best of nl!, as being so thoroughl\ 
walled round by nutuie. On the east side by the 
Alps, oo the north by tk.2 river Rhine, t-n the 


south by the Pyrenean mountains, and on the 
wist by the ocean. Now although these Gauls 
have such obstacles before them to prevent any 
attack upon them, and have no fewer than three 
hundred and five nations among them ; nay, have, 
as one may say, the fountains of domestic happi¬ 
ness within themselves, and send out plentiful 
streams of happiness over almost the whole 
world, these bear to be tributary to the Romans, 
and derive their prosperous condition from them; 
and they undergo this, not because they are of 
effeminate minds, or because they arc of an igno¬ 
ble stock, as having borne a war of eighty years, 
in order to preserve their liberty; but by reason 
of the great regard they have to the power of 
the Romans, and their good fortune, wnich is of 
greater < fficacy than their arms. These Gauls, 
therefore, are kept in servitude by twelve hun¬ 
dred soldiers, which are hardly so many as are 
their cities: nor hath the gold dug out of the 
mines of Spain been sufficient for the support of 
a war to preserve their liberty, nor could their 
vast distance from the Romans by land and 
by sea do it; nor could the martial tribes of the 
Lusitanians and the Spaniards escape; no more 
could the ocean, with its tide, which yet was ter¬ 
rible to the ancient inhabitants. Nay, the Ro¬ 
mans have extended their arms beyond the pil¬ 
lars of Hercules, and have walked among the 
clouds upon the Pyrenean mountains, and have 
subdued these nations. And one legion is a suffi¬ 
cient guard for these people, although they were 
so hard to be conquered, and at a distance so re¬ 
mote from Rome. Who is there amongyou that 
hath not heard of the great number of the Ger¬ 
mans? You have, to be sure, yourselves seen 
them to‘ be strong and tall, and that frequently, 
since the Romans have them among their cap¬ 
tives every where: yet these Germans, who dwell 
in an immense country, who have minds greater 
than their bodies, and a soul that despiseth death, 
and who are in rage more fierce than wild beasts, 
have the Rhine for the boundary of their enter¬ 
prises, and are tamed by eight Roman legions. 
Such of them as were taken captive became their 
servants; and the re-st of the entire nation were 
obliged tosave theniselvesbv (light. Do you also, 
who depend on the walls of Jerusalem, consider 
what a wall the Britons had; for the Romans 
sailed away to them, and subdued them while 
they were encompass* d by the ocean, and inha¬ 
bited an island that is not less than the [con¬ 
tinent of this] habitable earth: anil four legions 
are a sufficient guard to so large an i-land. And 
why should 1 speak much more about this mat¬ 
ter? while tin: Parthians, that most warlike 
body of men, and lords of so many nations, and 
encompassed with such mighty forces, send hos¬ 
tages to the Romans; whereby you may if 
you please, even in Italy, the nohhst nation ot 
the east, uiult r the notion of peace, submitting 
to serve them. Now when almost all people 
under the sun submit to the Roman arms, will 
you be the only people that make war against 
them? and this without regarding the fate of the 
Carthaginians, who, in the midst of their brags 
of the great Hannibal, mid the nobility of their 
Pliumician original, fell by the hand of Scipio. 
Nor indeed have the Cyreneans, derived from 
the Laredenioniaiis, nor the Mnrmaridre, a nation 
extended as far as the regions uninhabitable for 
want of water, nor have the Syrtes, a place t< rri- 
ble to such as barely hear it described, the N.ise- 
mons and Moors, and the immense multitude of 
the Numidians, been able to pul a stop to the 
Roman valor. And as for the third part of the 
habitable earth, [Africa,] whose nations are so 
many that it is not ea«v to number them, and 
which is bounded by the Atlantic sea and the 
pillars of Hercules, and feeds an innumerable 
multitude of Ethiopians, as far as the Red Sea; 
these have the Romans subdued entirely. And 
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besides the annual fruits of the earth, which 
maintained the multitude of the Romans for eight 
months in the year, this, over and above, pays all 
•orts of tribute, am! affords revenues suitable to 
the necessities of the government. Nor do they, 
like you, esteem such injunctions a disgrace to 
them, although they have but one Roman legion 
that abides among them. And indeed what oc¬ 
casion is there for showing you the power of the 
Romans over remote countries, when it is so easy 
to learn it from Egypt, in your neighborhood ? 
This country is extended as far as the Ethio- 

f ians and Arabia the Happy, and borders upon 
ndia: it hath seven millions live hundred thou¬ 
sand men, besides the inhabitants of Alexandria, 
as may be learned from the revenue of the poll- 
tax; yet it is not ashamed to submit to the Ro¬ 
man government, although it hath Alexandria as 
a grand temptation to a revolt, by reason it is so 
full of people and of riches, and is, besides, ex¬ 
ceeding large, its length being thirty furlongs, 
and its breadth no less than ten; and it pays 
more tribute to the Romans in one month than 
you do in a year; nay, besides what it pays in 
money, »t sends corn to Rome, that supports it 
for four months [in the year:] it is also walled 
round on all sides, either by almost impassable de¬ 
serts, or seas that have no havens, or by rivers, 
or by lakes; yet have none of these things been 
found too strong for the Roman good fortune; 
however, two legions that lie in that city are a 
bridle both for tne remoter parts of Egypt, and 
for the parts inhabited by the more noble Mace¬ 
donians. Where then are those people whom 
you are to have for your auxiliaries? Must they 
come from the parts of the world that are unin¬ 
habited? for all that are in the habitable earth 
are [under the] Romans. Unless any of you ex¬ 
tend his hopes as far as beyond the Euphrates, 
and suppose that those of your own nation that 
dwell in Adiabene will come to your assistance; 
but certainly these will not embarrass themselves 
with an unjustifiable war, nor, if they should fol¬ 
low such ill advice, will the Parthians permit 
them so to do; for it is their concern to maintain 
the truce that is between them and the Romans, 
and they will be supposed to break the covenants 
between them, if any under their government 
march against the Romans. What remains, 
therefore, is this, that you have recourse to di¬ 
vine assistance; but this is already on the side of 
the Romans: for it is impossible that so vast au 
empire should be settled without God’s Provi¬ 
dence. Reflect upon it, how impossible it is for 
your zealous observation of your religious cus¬ 
toms to be here preserved, which are hard to be 
observed even when you fight with those whom 
you are able to conquer; and how can you then 
most of all hope for God’s assistance, when, by 
being forced to transgress his law,you will make 
him turn his face from you? and if you do ob¬ 
serve the custom of the sabbath days, and will 
not be prevailed on to do any thing thereon, you 
will easily be taken, as were your forefathers by 
Pompey, who was the busiest in his siege on 
those days on which the besieged rested. But if 
in time of war, you transgress the law of your 
country, 1 cannot tell on whose account you will 
afterward go to war; for your concern is but 
one, that you do nothing against nny of your 
forefathers; and how will you call upon God to 
assist you, when you are voluntarily transgress- 
ing against his religion? Now all men that go 
to war do it either as depending on divine, or on 
human assistance; but since your going to war 
will cut off'both those assistances, those that are 
for going to war choose evident destruction. 
What hinders you from slaying your children 
and wives with your own hands, and burning this 
most excellent native city of yours? for by this 

* Julius C:esar had decreed, that the Jews of Jerusa¬ 
lem should pay an annual tribute to the Romans, exccpt- 
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mad prank you will, however, escape the re¬ 
proach of being beaten. But it were best, O my 
friends, it were best, while the vessel is still in 
the haven, to foresee the impending storm, and 
not to set sail out of the port into the middle of 
the hurricanes, for we justly pity those who fall 
into great misfortunes without foreseeing them; 
but for him who rushes into manifest ruin, he 
gains reproaches [instead of commiseration.] 
But certainly no one can imagine that you can 
enter into a war as by agreement, or that when 
the Romans have got you under their power, 
they will use you with moderation, or will not 
rather, for an example to other nations, burn 
your holy city, and utterly destroy your whole 
nation; for those of you who shall survive the 
war, will not be able to find a place whither to 
flee, since all men have the Romans for tbeir 
lords already, or are afraid they shall have here¬ 
after. Nay, indeed, the danger concerns not 
those Jews that dwell here only, but those of 
them who dwell in other cities also; for there is 
no people upon the habitable earth which have 
not some portion of you among them, whom your 
enemies will slay, in case you go to war, and on 
that account also; and so every city which hath 
Jews in it will be filled with slaughter for the 
sake of a few men, and they who slay them will 
be pardoned; but if that slaughter be not made 
by them, consider how wicked a thing it is to 
take arms against those that are so kind to you. 
Have pity, therefore, if not on your children and 
wives, yet upon this your metropolis, and its sa¬ 
cred walls; spare the temple, and preserve the 
holy house, with its holy furniture, for your¬ 
selves; for if the Romans get you under their 
power, they will no longer abstain from them, 
when their former abstinence shall have been so 
ungratefully requited. I call to witness your 
sanctuary, and tne holy angels of God, and this 
country common to us all, that 1 have not kept 
back any thing that is for your preservation; and 
if you will follow that advice, which you ought 
to do, you will have that peace which will be 
common to you and to me, but if you indulge 
your passions, you will run those hazards which 
I shall be free from.” 

5. When Agrippa had spoken thus, both he and 
his sister wept, and by their tears repressed a 
great deal of the violence of the people; but 
still they cried out, that “they would not fight 
against the Romans, but against Floras, on ac¬ 
count of what they had suffered by his means.” 
To which Agrippa replied, “ that what they had 
already done was like such as make war against 
the Romans; for you have not paid the tribute* 
which is due to Cresar; and you have cut off' the 
cloisters [of the temple] from joining to the tower 
Antonin. Von will therefore prevent any occa¬ 
sion of revolt, if yon will but join these together 
again, and if you will but pay your tribute; for 
the citadel does not now belong to Florus, nor 
are you to pay the tribute money to Florus.” 

CHAP. XVII. 

How the JVar of the Jews with the Romans began. 

And concerning Manahun. 

$ 1. Tins advice the people hearkened to, and 
went up into the temple with the king and Ber¬ 
nice, and began to rebuild the cloisters* the 
rulers also and senators divided themselves into 
the villages, and collected the tributes, and soon 
got together forty talents, which was the sum 
that was deficient. And thus did Agrippa then 
nut a stop to that war which was threatened. 
Moreover, lie attempted to persuade the multi¬ 
tude to obey Florus, until Ca?sar should send one 
to succeed him; but they were hereby more pro¬ 
voked, and cast reproaches upon the king, nnd 

Ing the city of Joppa, and for the Sabhatirnl year, as 
Spanhciin observes from the Aniiq. b. xiv.cli. x. sect. 6 
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got him excluded out of the city; nay, some of 
the seditious had the impudence to throw stones 
at him. So when the king saw that the violence 
of those that were for innovations was not to be 
restrained, and being very angry at the contu¬ 
melies he hail received, he sent their rulers, to¬ 
gether with their men of power, to Morus, to 
Cae>area, that he might appoint whom bethought 
fit to collect the tribute in the country, while he 
retired into his own kingdom. 

2. And at this time it was that some of those 
that principally excited the people to go to war, 
made an a.^ault upon a certain fortress called 
Masada. They took it bv treachery, and slew 
the Romans that were there, and put others of 
their own party to keep it. At the same time 
Eleazar, the son of Ananias the high priest, a 
very bold youth, who was at that time governor 
of the temple, persuaded those that officiated in 
the divine service to receive no gift or sacrifice 
fur any foreigner. And this was the true be¬ 
ginning of our war with the Romans; for they 
rejected the sacrifice of Caesar on this account; 
and when many of the high priests and principal 
men besought them not to omit the sacrifice, 
which it was customary for them to offer for 
their princes, they would not be prevailed upon. 
These relied much upon their multitude, for the 
most nourishing part of the innovators assisted 
them: but they had the chief regard to Eleazar, 
the governor of the temple. 

3. Hereupon the men of power got together, 
and conferred with the high priests, as did also 
the principal men of the Pharisees; and thinking 
all was at stake, and that their calamities were 
becoming incurable, took counsel what was to be 
doue. Accordingly they determined to try what 
they could do with the seditious by words, and 
assembled the people before the brazen gate, 
which was that gate of the inner temple [court of 
the priests] which looked toward the sunrising. 
And, in the first place, they show r ed the great in¬ 
dignation they had at this attempt for a revolt, 
and for their bringing so great a war upon their 
country: after which they confuted their pretence 
as unjustifiable, and told them, that “their fore¬ 
fathers had adorned their temple in great part 
with donations bestowed on them by foreigners, 
and had always received what had been present¬ 
ed to them from foreign nations; and that they 
had been so far from rejecting any person’s sa¬ 
crifice, (which would be the highest instance of 
impiety,) that they had themselves placed those 
donations about the temple which were still 
visible, and had remained there so long a time; 
for they did now irritate the Romans to take 
arms against them, and invited them to make 
war upon them, and brought up novel rules of a 
strange divine worship, and determined to run 
the hazard of having their city condemned for im¬ 
piety, while they would not ailow any foreigner, 
but Jews only, either to sacrifice or to worship 
therein. And if such a law' should ever be in¬ 
troduced in the case of a single person only, he 
would have indignation at it, as an instance of 
inhumanity determined against him; while they 
have no regard to the Romans or to C:e«ar, and 
forbid even their oblations to be received also: 
that, however, they cannot but fear, lest by re¬ 
jecting his sacrifices, they shall not be allowed 
to offer their own; and that this city will lose its 
principality, unless they grow wiser quickly, and 
restore the sacrifices as formerly, and indeed 
amend the injury [they have offered to foreign¬ 
ers] before the report of it comes to the ears of 
those that have been injured.” 

4. And as they said these things, they pro¬ 
duced those priests that were skilful in the cus¬ 
toms of their country, w ho made the report, that 
“all their forefathers had received the sacrifices 
from foreign nations.” But still not one of the 
innovators would hearken to what was said; 


nay, those that ministered about the temple 
would not attend their divine service, but were 
preparing matters lor beginning the war. So 
the men of power perceiving that the sedition 
was too hard for them to subdue, and that the 
danger which would arise from the Romans 
would come upon them first of all, endeavored 
to save themselves, and sent ambassadors; some 
to Florus, the chief of whom was Simon the son 
of Ananias; and others to Agrippa, among w'hom 
the most eminent were Saul, and Amina?, and 
Costobarus, who were of the king’s kindreo 
and they desired of them both that they would 
come with an army to the city, and cut off the 
sedition before it should be too hard to be sub¬ 
dued. Now r this terrible message was good news 
to f lorus; and because his design was to bave a 
war kindled, he gave the ambassadors no an-wver 
at all. But Agrippa was equally solicitous for 
those that w’tre revolting, and for those against 
whom the war W’as to be made, and wasdesirous to 
preserve the Jews for the Romans, and the tem¬ 
ple and metropolis for the Jews; lie was also 
sensible that it was not for his own advantage that 
the disturbances should proceed; so he sent three 
thousand horsemen to the assistance of the peo¬ 
ple out of Auranitis, and Batanea, and Trai iio- 
nitis, and these under Darius the master of his 
horse, and Philip the son of Jacimus, the gen. ral 
of his army. 

5. Upon this the men of power, with the high 
priests, as also all the part of the multitude that 
were desirous of peace, took courage, and si zed 
upon the upper city [Mount i>ion;] for the sedi¬ 
tious part had the lower city and the temple in 
their power; so they made use of ston< * and 
slings perpetually against one another, and threw 
darts continually on both sides; and sometimes 
it happened that they made incursions by troops, 
and fought it out hand to hand, while tht<; di- 
tious were superior in boldness, but the king’s 
soldiers in skill. These last strove chiedy to 
gain the temple, and to drive those out of n ho 

rofaned it; as did the seditious, with F.k zar, 

esides what they had already, labor to gain 
the upper city. Thus were there pern ual 
slaughters on both sides for seven days’ t .ie; 
but neither side would yield up the parts ttiey 
had seized on. 

6. Aow the next day was the festival of \ylo- 
phory, upon which the custom w’as for every one 
to bring wood for the altar; (that there isight 
never be a want of fuel for that fire which vas 
unquenchable and always burning;) upon (hat 
day they excluded the opposite party from the 
observation of this part of religion. And \ en 
they had joined to themselves many of th* Si- 
carii, w ho crowded in among the weaker jh< ole, 
(that was the name for such robbers as had under 
their bosoms swords called Sicn>,) they gr< w I Id- 
er, and earned their undertaking farther; i iso- 
much, that the king’s soldiers were overpov.t red 
by their multitude and boldness, and so they' 
gave way, and w'ere driven out of the upper 
city by "force. The others then set fire to the 
house of Ananias the high priest, and to the pa¬ 
laces of Agrippa and Bernice: after which they 
carried the fire to the place where the archives 
were reposited, and made haste to burn the con¬ 
tracts belonging to their creditors, and thereby 
to dissolve their obligations for paying their 
debts; and this was done in order to gain the 
multitude of those who had been d*btors, and 
that they might persuade the poorest sort to join 
in their insurrection with safety, against the 
more wealthy; so the keepers of the records 
fled away, and the rest set fire to them. And 
when they had thus burnt down the nerves of the 
city, they fell upon their enemies; at whirh time 
some of the men of power, and of the high 
priests, went into the vaults under ground, and 
concealed themselves, while others fled w'ith the 
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long’s soldiers to the upper palace, and shut the 
gates immediately; among whom were Ananias 
the high priest, and the ambassadors that had 
bet a Sent to Agrippa. And now the seditious 
were contented with the victory they had gotten, 
and the buildings they had burnt down, and pro¬ 
ceeded no tarther. 

7. But on the next day, which was the fifteenth 
of the month Lous, [Ab,] they made an assault 
upon Antonia, and besieged the garrison which 
was in it two days, and then took the garrison, 
and slew them, and set the citadel on fire; after 
which they marched to the palace, whither the 
king’s soldiers were fled, ana parted themselves 
into four bodies, and made an attack upon the 
walls. As for those that were within it, no one 
had the courage to sally out, because those that 
assaulted them were so numerous; but they dis¬ 
tributed themselves into the breastworks and tur¬ 
rets, and shot at the besiegers, whereby many of 
the robbers fell under the walls; nor did they 
cease to fight one with another either by night or 
by day, while the seditious supposed that those 
within would grow weary for want of food, and 
those within supposed the others would do the 
like by the tediousness of the siege. 

8. In the mean time one Manahem, the son of 
Judas, that was called the Galilean, (who was a 
very cunning sophister, and had formerly re¬ 
proached the Jews under Cvrenius, that after 
God they were subject to the Romans,) took some 
of the men of note with him, and retired to Ma¬ 
sada, where he broke open king Herod’s armo¬ 
ry, and gave arms not only to his own people, but 
to other robbers also. These he made use of for 
n guard, and returned in the state of a king to 
Jerusalem; he became the leader of the sedition, 
and gave orders for continuing the siege, but they 
wanted proper instruments, and it was not prac¬ 
ticable to undermine the wall, because the darts 
came down upon them from above. But still they 
dug a mine from a great distance under one of 
the towers, and made it totter, and having done 
that, they set fire on what was combustible, and 
left it, and when the foundations were burnt be¬ 
low, the tower fell down suddenly. Yet did they 
then meet with another wall that had been built 
within; for the besieged were sensible before¬ 
hand of what they were doing, and probably the 
tower shook as it was undermining; so they pro¬ 
vided themselves of another fortification, which, 
when the besiegers unexpectedly saw, while they 
thought they had already gained the place, they 
were under some consternation. However, those 
that were within sent to Manahem, and to the 
other leaders of the sedition, and desired they 
might go out upon a capitulation: this was grant¬ 
ed to the king's soldiers, and their own country¬ 
men only, who went out accordingly: but the 
Romans that were left alone were greatly deject¬ 
ed, for they were not able to force their way 
through suefi a multitude; and to desire them to 
give them their right hand for their security 
they thought it would be a reproach to them; 
and besides, if they should give it them, thev 
durst not depend upon it; so they deserted thefr 
camp as easily taken, and ran away to the royal 
towers, that called Hippicus, that called Phasae- 
lus, ai.d that called Mariamne; but Manahem 
and his party fell upon the place whence the sol- 
diei* were fled, and slew as many of them as they 
could catch, before they got up to the. towers, 
aud plundered what thev left behind them, and 
set fire to their camp. This was executed on the 
sixth day of the month Gorpeius [Elul.] 

9. But on the next day the high priest was 
caught, where he had concealed himself in an 
aqueduct; he was slain, together with llczekiah 
his brother, by the robbers: hereupon the sedi¬ 
tious besieged the towers, and kept them guarded, 
lest any one of the soldiers should escape. Ts’ow 
the overthrow of the places of strength, and the 


death of the high priest Ananias, so puffed up 
Manahem, that he became barbarously cruel, and 
as he thought he had no antagonist to dispute 
the management of affairs with him. he was no 
better than an insupportable tyrant; but Elea- 
zar and his party, when words had passed be¬ 
tween them, how “ it was not proper when the} 
revolted from the Romans, out of the desire of 
liberty, to betray that liberty to any of their own 
eople, and to bear a lord, who, though he should 
e guilty of no violence, was yet meaner than 
themselves; as also, that in case they were oblig¬ 
ed to set some one over their public affairs, it 
was fitter they should give that privilege to any 
one rather than to him,” they made an assault 
upon him in the temple; for he went up thither 
to worship in a pompous manner, ar.d adorned 
with royal garments, and had his follower.' with 
him in their armor. But Eleazar and his party 
fell violently upon him, as (lid also the rest oY 
the people, and taking up stones to attack him 
withal, they threw them at the sophister, and 
thought, that if he were once ruined, the entire 
sedition would fall to the ground. IV ow lMana- 
hem and his party made resistance for a while, 
but when they perceived that the whole multi¬ 
tude were falling upon them, they fled which 
way every one was able; those that were caught 
were slain, and those that hid themselves were 
searched for. A few there were of them who 
privately escaped to Masada, among whom was 
Eleazar the son of Jairus, who was of kin to 
Manahem, and acted the part of a tyrant at Ma¬ 
sada afterward: as for Manahem himself, he ran 
away to the place called Ophi. . and there l:u 
skulking in private; but they took l im alive, and 
drew him out before them all: the} then tortured 
him with many sorts of torments, and after all 
slew him, as they did by those that were cap¬ 
tains under him also, and particularly by the 
principal instrument of his tyranny, whose name 
was Apsalom. 

10. And, as I said, so far truly the people as¬ 
sisted them, while they hoped this might afford 
some amendment to the seditious practices; but 
the others were not in haste to put an end to the 
war, but hoped to prosecute it with le«> danger, 
now they had slain .Manahem. It is true, that 
when the people earnest!} desired that they would 
leave off' besieging the soldiers, they were the 
more earnest in pressing it forward, and this till 
Metilius, who was the Roman general, sent to 
Eleazar, and desired that they would give them 
security to spare their lives only, but agreed to 
deliver up their arms, and what else they had 
with them. The others readily complied with 
their petition, sent to them Gorion, the >on of Ni- 
codemus, and Ananias, the son of Sadduk, and 
Judas, the son of Jonathan, that they might give 
them the security of their right hands, and of 
their oaths; after which Metilius brought down 
his soldiers, which soldiers, while they were iu 
arms, were not meddled with by an} of the sedi¬ 
tious, nor was there any appearance of treache¬ 
ry; but as soon as, according to the articles of 
capitulation, they had all laid down their shields 
and their swords, and were under no farther sus¬ 
picion of any harm, but were going away, Elea- 
zar’s men attacked them after a violent manner, 
and encompassed them round, and slew them, 
while they neither defended themselves, nor en¬ 
treated for mercy, but only cried out upon the 
breach of their articles of capitulation, and their 
oaths. And thus were all these men burbarou'h 
murdered, excepting Metilius; for when he en¬ 
treated for mercy, and promised that he would 
turn Jew, and be circnmcisrd, they saved him 
alive, but none else. This loss to the Romans 
was but light, there being no more than a few 
slain out of an immense army : but still it appear¬ 
ed to be a prelude to the Jews’ own destruction, 
while men made public lamentation when they 
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*nr that such occasions were afforded for a war 
as were incurable; that the city w%> all over 
polluted with such abominations, from which it 
was but reasonable to expect some vengeance, 
even though they should escape vengeance from 
the Romans; so that city was fdled with sadness, 
and every one of the moderate men in it were 
under great disturbance, as likelv themselves to 
undergo punishment for the wickedness of the 
seditious; for indeed it so happened, that this 
murder was perpetrated on the sabbath day, cn 
which day the Jews have a respite from their 
works on account of divine worship. 

CHAR XVIII. 

The Calamities and Slaughters that came upon 
the Jeics. 

§ 1. Now the people of Caesarea had slain the 
Jews that were among them on the very same 
day and hour [when the soldiers were slain,] 
which one would think must have come to pass 
by the direction of Providence; insomuch, that 
in one hour’s time above twenty thousand Jews 
were killed, and all Cresarea was emptied of its 
Jewish inhabitants; for Florus caught such as 
ran away, and sent them in bonds to the galleys. 
Upon which stroke that the Jews received at Cae¬ 
sarea, the whole nation was greatly enraged; so 
they divided themselves into several parties, and 
laid waste the villages of the Syrians, and their 
neighboring cities, Philadelphia, and Sebonitis, 
and Gerasa, and Pella, and Scythopolis, and after 
them Gadara, and Hippos; and falling upon Gau- 
lanitis, some cities they destroyed there, and 
some they set on fire, and then went to Kedasa, 
belonging to the Tyrians, and to Ptolemais, and. 
to Gaba, and to Caesarea; nor was either Se- 
baste [Samaria] or Askelon able to oppose the 
violence with which they were attacked; and 
w’ben they had burnt these to the ground, they 
entirely demolished Anthedon and Gaza; many 
also o( the villages that were about every one of 
those cities were plundered, and an immense 
slaughter was made of the men who were caught 
in them. 

2. However, the Syrians were even with the 
Jews in the multitude of the men whom they 
slew: for they killed those whom they caught in 
their cities, and that not only out of the haired 
they bore them, as formerly, but to prevent the 
danger under which they were from them; so 
that the disorders in all Syria were terrible, and 
every city was divided into two armies encamped 
one against another, and the preservation of the 
one party was in the destruction of the other; so 
the daytime was spent in shedding of blood, 
and the night in fear, which was of the two the 
more terrible; for when the Syrians thought 
they had ruined the Jew’s, they had the Judaizers 
in suspicion also; and as each side did not care 
to slay those whom they only suspected on the 
other, so did they greatly fear them when they 
were mingled with the other, as if they were 
certainly foreigners. Moreover, greediness of 
gain was a provocation to kill the opposite party, 
even to such as had of old appeared very mild 
and gentle towards them; for they without fear 
plundered the effects of the slain, and carried off 
the spoils of those whom they slew to their own 
houses, as if they had been gained in a set bat¬ 
tle; and he was esteemed a man of honor who 
got the greatest share, as having prevailed over 
the greatest number of his enemies. It w’as then 
common to see cities fdled with dead bodies, still 
lying unburied, and those of old men, mixed with 
infants, all dead, and scattered about together; 
women also lay amongst them, w'ithout any 
Covering for their nakedness; yon might then see 
the whole province full of inexpressible calami¬ 
ties, while the dread of still more barbarous prac¬ 
tices which were threatened, was every where 
greater than what had been already perpetrated. 


3. And thus far the conflict had been between 
Jews and foreigners, but when they made ex¬ 
cursions to Scythopolis, they found Jews that 
acted as enemies: for as they stood in battle 
array with those of Scythopolis, and preferred 
their own safety before their relation to us, they 
fought against their owm countrymen; nay, their 
alacrity was so very great, that those of Scytho¬ 
polis suspected them. These were afraid, there- 
tore, lest they should make an assault upon the 
city in the night-time, and, to their great misfor¬ 
tune, should thereby make an apology for them¬ 
selves to their people for their revolt from them. 
So they commanded them, that in case they 
would confirm their agreement, and demonstrate 
their fidelity to them, who were of a different 
nation, they should go out of the city, with their 
families, to a neighboring grove; and when they 
had done as they were commanded, without sus¬ 
pecting any thing, the people of Scythopolis lay 
still for the interval of two days, to tempt them to be 
secure; but on the third night they watched their 
opportunity, and cut all their throats, some as 
they lay unguarded, and some as they lay asleep. 
The number that was slain was above thirteen 
thousand, and then they plundered them of all 
that they had. 

4. It will deserve our relation what befell Si¬ 
mon: he was the son of one Saul, a man of re¬ 
putation among the Jew’s. This man was dis¬ 
tinguished from the rest by the strength of his 
body and the boldness of bis conduct, although 
he. abused them both to the mischieving of his 
countrymen; for he came every day ana slew a 
great many of the Jews of Scythopolis, and he 
trequently put them to flight, and became him¬ 
self alone the cause of his army’s conquering. 
But a just punishment overtook him i ; the mur¬ 
ders he had committed upon those of the same na¬ 
tion with him; for when the people of Scythopo¬ 
lis threw their darts at them in the grove, he 
drew his sword, but did not attack any of the 
enemy; for he saw that he could do nothing 
against such a multitude; but he cried out after a 
very moving manner, and said, “ O, ye people of 
Scythopolis, I deservedly suffer for what 1 have 
done with relation to you, when I gave you such 
security of my fidelity to you, by slaying so many 
of those that were related to me. Wherefore 
we very justly experience the perfidiousness of 
foreigners, wnile we acted after a most wicked 
manner against our own nation. I will therefore 
die, polluted wretch as I am, by mine own hands; 
for it is not fit I should die by the hand of our 
enemies; and let the same action be to me both 
a punishment for my great crimes, and a testi¬ 
mony of my courage to iny commendation, that 
30 no one of our enemies may have it to brag of, 
that he it was that slew me, and no one may in¬ 
sult upon nie as I fall.” Now when he had said 
this, he looked round about him upon his family, 
with eyes of commiseration and of rage; (that 
family consisted of a wife, and children, and his 
aged parents;) so, in the first place, he caught 
his father by the grey hairs, and ran his sword 
through him, and after him he did the same to 
his mother, who willingly received it; and after 
them he did the like to his wife and children, 
every one almost offering themselves to his 
sword, as desirous to prevent being slain by their 
enemies; so when he nad gone over all his fami¬ 
ly, he stood upon their bodies to be seen by all, 
and stretching out his right hand, that his action 
might be observed by all, he sheathed his entire 
sword into his own bowels. This young man 
was to be pitied on account of the strength of his 
body and the courage of his soul; but since he 
had assured foreigners of his fidelity [against his 
own countrymen,j he suffered deservedly. 

5. Besides this murder at Scythopolis, the 
other cities rose up against the Jews that were 
among them; those ot Askelon slew two thou¬ 
sand five hundred, and those of Ptolemais two 
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thousand, and put not a few into bonds; those 
of Tyre also put' a great number to death, but 
kept a greater number in prison; moreover,those 
of Hippos and those of Gadara did the like, 
while they put to death the boldest of the Jews, 
but kept those of whom they were afraid in 
custody; as did the rest of the cities of Syria, 
according as they every one either hated them, 
or were afraid of them; only the Antiochians, 
the Sidonians, and Apamians, spared those that 
dwelt with them, and would not endure either 
to kill any of the Jews, or to put them in bonds. 
And perhaps they spared them, because their 
own number was so great that they despised 
their attempts; but I think the greatest part of 
this favor was owing to their commiseration of 
those whom they saw to make no innovations. 
As for the Gerasens, they did no harm to those 
that abode with them; and for those who had a 
mind to go away, they conducted them as far as 
their borders reached. 

6. There was also a plot laid against the Jews 
in Agrippa’s kingdom; for he was himself gone 
to Cestius Gallus, to Antioch, but had left one of 
his companions, whose name was Noarus, to take 
care of the public affairs; which Noarus was of 
kin to king Sohemus.* Now there came certain 
men, seventy in number, out of Batanea, who 
were the most considerable for their families and 
prudence of the rest of the people; these desired 
to have an army put into their hands, that if any 
tumult should happen, they might have about 
them a guard sufficient to restrain such as might 
rise up against them. This Noarus sent out some 
of the king’s armed men by night, and slew all 
those [seventy] men; which bold action he ven¬ 
tured upon without the consent of Agrippa, and 
was such a lover of money, that he chose to he 
so wicked to his own countrymen, although he 
brought ruin on the kingdon/thereby; and thus 
cruelly did he treat that nation, and this contrary 
to the laws also, until Agrippa was informed of 
it, w'ho did not indeed dare to put him to death, 
out of regard to Sohemus; but still he put an 
end to his procuratorship immediately. But as 
to the seditious, they took the citadel which w r as 
called Cypros, and was above Jericho, and cut 
the throats of the garrison, and utterly demo¬ 
lished the fortifications; this was about the same 
time that the multitude of the Jews that were 
at Macherus persuaded the Romans who were 
in garrison to leave the place, and deliver it up 
to them. These Romans being in great fear, lest 
the place should be taken by force, made an 
agreement with them to depart*upon certain con¬ 
ditions; and when they had obtained the securi¬ 
ty they desired, thev delivered up the citadel, 
into which the people of Macherus put a garri¬ 
son for their own security, and held it in their 
own power. 

7. But for Alexandria, the sedition of the people 
of the place against the Jews was perpetual, and 
this from that very time when Alexander [the 
Great,] upon finding the readiness of the Jew's in 
assisting him against the Egyptians, and as a 
reword for such their assistance, gave thorn equal 
privileges in this city with the. Grecians them¬ 
selves. Which honorary reward continued among 
them under his successors, who also set apart 
for them a particular plaee, that they might 
live without being polluted [by the Gentiles,] 
anJ were thereby not so much intermixed with 
foreigners as before: they also gave them this 
further privilege, that they should be called Ma¬ 
cedonians. Nay, when the Romans got posses¬ 
sion of Egypt, neither the first Cmsar, nor any 
one that came after him, thought of diminishing 
the honors w'hich Alexander had bestowed on 

* Of this Sohemus we have mention made by Tacitus. 
We also learn from Dio, that his father was king of the 
Arabians of Iturea, which Iturea is mentioned by [St. 
Luke, iii. J.] both, whose testimonies arc quoted here 
by Dr. Hudson. See Noldius, No. 371. 


the Jews. But still conflicts perpetually arose 
with the Grecians; and although the governor? 
did every day punish many of them, yet did tht 
sedition grow worse; but at this time especially, 
when there were tumults in other places also, 
the disorders among them w'ere put into a greater 
flame: for when the Alexandrians had once a 
public assembly, to deliberate about an embas¬ 
sage they were sending to Nero, a great number 
of Jews came flocking to the theatre: but w'hen 
their adversaries saw them, they immediately 
cried out, and called them their enemies, and 
said they came as spies upon them; upon which 
they rushed out, and laid violent hanas upon 
them; and as for the rest they were slain as 
they ran away; but there were three men whom 
they caught, and hauled them along, in order to 
have them burnt alive; but all the Jews came 
in a body to defend them, who at first threw 
stones at the Grecians, but after that they took 
lamps, and rushed with violence into the theatre, 
and threatened that they would burn the people 
to a man; and this they had soon done, unless 
Tiberius Alexander, the governor of the city, 
had restrained their passions. How’ever, this 
man did not begin to teach them wisdom by 
arms, but sent among them privately some of the 
principal men, and therehy entreated them to be 
quiet, and not provoke the Roman army against 
them; but the seditious made a jest of the en¬ 
treaties of Tiberius, and reproached him for so 
doing % 

8. Now when he perceived that those who 
w'ere for innovations would not be pacified till 
some great calamity should overtake them, he 
sent out upon them those tw T o Roman legions 
that were in the city, and together with them 
five thousand other soldiers, who by chance were 
come together out of Libya, to the ruin of the 
Jews. They w'ere also permitted not only to kill 
them, hut to plunder them of what they had, and 
to set fire to their houses. These soldiers rushed 
violently into that part of the city that was called 
Delta, where the Jew'ish people lived together, 
and did as they w-ere bidden, though not without 
bloodshed on their own side also; for the Jews 
got together, and set those that w'tre the best 
armed among them in the forefront, and made 
resistance for a great while; but when once they 
gave back, they were destroyed unmercifully, 
and this their destruction w’as complete, some 
being caught in the open field, and others forced 
into their hou«es, which houses w’ere first plun¬ 
dered of what was in them, and then set on fire 
by the Romans; wherein no mercy was shown 
to the infants, and no regard had to the aged; 
but they went on in the slaughter of persons of 
every age, till all the place was overflowed with 
blood, and fifty thousand of them lav dead upon 
heaps; nor had the remainder been preserved 
had they not betaken themselves to supplication. 
So Alexander commiserated their condition, and 
gave orders to the Romans to retire: accord¬ 
ingly, these being accustomed to obey orders, 
left off killing at the first intimation; but the po¬ 
pulace of Alexandria bore so very great hatred 
to the Jews, that it was difficult to recall them, 
and it was n hard thing to make them leave their 
dead bodies. 

9. And this was the miserable calamity which 
at this time befell the Jews at Alexandria. Here¬ 
upon Cestius thought fit no longer to lie still, 
while the Jews were every where up in arms; so 
he took out of Antioch the twelfth legion entire, 
and out of each of the rest he selected two thou¬ 
sand, with six cohorts of footmen, and four troops 
of horsemen, besides those auxiliaries which 
were sent by the kings; of which Antiochusf 

fSpanheim notes on the place, that this latter Antio- 
chus, who was called Epiphanes, is mentioned by Dio, 
lix. page C-15, and that he is mentioned by Josephus 
elsewhere tw ice also, b. v. ch. xi, sect. 3, and Antiq. b. 
xi\. ch. viii. sect. 1. 
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sent two thousand horsemen, and three thou¬ 
sand footmen, with as many archers; and Agrip- 
pa sent the same number of footmen, and one 
thousand horsemen; Soheruus also followed with 
four thousand, a third part whereof were horse¬ 
men, but most part were archers, and thus did 
he march to Ptolemais. There were also great 
numbers of auxiliaries gathered together from 
the [free] cities, who indeed had not the same 
skill in martial affairs, but made up in their alac¬ 
rity and in their hatred to the Jews what they 
wanted in skill. There came also along with 
Cestius, Agrippa himself, both as a guide in his 
march over the country, and a director what was 
fit to be done; so Cestins took part of his forces, 
and marched hastily to Zabulon, a strong city of 
Galilee, which was called the city of men, and di¬ 
vides the country of Ptolemais from our nation: 
this he found deserted by its men, the multitude 
having fled to the mountains, but full of all sorts 
of good things; those he gave leave to the sol¬ 
diers to plunder, and set fire to the city, although 
it was of admirable beauty, and had its houses 
built like those in Tyre, and Sidon, and Bervtus. 
After this he overran all the country, and seized 
upon whatsoever came in his way, and set fire to 
the villages that were round about them, and 
then returned to Ptolemais. But when the Sy¬ 
rians, and especially those of Berytus, were 
busy in plundering, the Jews pulled up their 
courage again, for they knew that Cestius was 
retired, and fell upon those that were left behind 
unexpectedly, ana destroyed about two thousand 
of them. 

10. And now Cestius himself marched from 
Ptolemais, and came to Caesarea; but he sent 
part of his army before him to Joppa, and gave 
order, that if they could take that city [by sur¬ 
prise,] they should keep it; but that in case the 
citizens should perceive they were coming to 
attack them, that they then should stay for him 
and for the rest of the army. So some of them 
made a brisk march by the seaside, and some by 
land, and so coming upon them on both sides, 
they took the city with ease; and as the inhabi¬ 
tants had made no provision aforehand for a 
flight, nor had gotten any r thing ready for fight¬ 
ing, the soldiers fell upon them, and slew them 
all, with their families, and then plundered and 
burnt the city. The number of the slain was 
eight thousand four hundred. In like manner 
Cestius sent also a considerable body of horse¬ 
men to the toparchy of Narbatene, that adjoined 
to Cresarea, who destroyed the country, and slew 
a great multitude of its people; they also plun¬ 
dered what they had, and burnt their villages. 

11. But Cestius sent Gallns, the commander of 
the twelfth legion, into Galilee, and delivered to 
him as many of his forces as he supposed suffi¬ 
cient to subdue that nation. He was received 
by the strongest city of Galilee, which was Sep- 
p'horis, with acclamations of joy, which wise 
conduct of that city occasioned the rest of the 
cities to be quiet; while the seditious part of the 
robbers ran away to that mountain which lies in 
the very middle of Galilee, and is situated over 
against Sepphoris; it is called Asamon. So Gal- 
lus brought his forces against them; but while 
those men were in the superior parts above the 
Romans, they easily threw their darts upon the 
Romans, as they made their approaches, and 

* Here we have an eminent example of that Jewish 
language, which Dr. Wall truly observes wc several 
times find used in the sacred writings; I mean where the 
words all or whole multitude, Are.nrc used for much the 
greatest part only; hut iToi so as to include every person 
without exception; for when Josephus had said that the 
whole multitude [all the males] of Eydda were gone to 
the feast of tabernacles, he immediately rwlds, that, how¬ 
ever, no fewer than fifty of them appeared, and were 
slain by the Koinans. Other examples somewhat like 
this I have observed elsewhere in Josephus, but, as I 
think, none so remarkable as this. See Wall’s Critical 
Observations on the Old Testament,p. 49,50.-We have ' 


slew about two hundred of them: but when the 
Romans had gone round the mountains, and 
were gotten into parts above their enemies, the 
others were soon beaten, nor could they who had 
only light armor on, sustain the force of them 
that fought them armed all over; nor when they 
were beaten could they escape the enemy’s 
horsemeu: insomuch, that onlv some few con¬ 
cealed themselves in certain places hard to be 
come at, among the mountains, while the rest, 
above two thousand in number, were slain. 

CHAP. XIX. 

IVhat Cestius did against the Jews; and how 
upon his besieging Jerusalem, he retreated from, 
the City , without any just Occasion in the 
JVorld. As also what severe Calamities he un¬ 
derwent from the Jews in his retreat. 

§ 1. And now Gallus, seeing nothing more 
that looked towards an innovation in Galilee, re¬ 
turned with his army to Cajsarea; but Cestius 
removed with his whole army, and marched to 
Antipatris. And when he was informed that 
there was a great body of Jewish forces gotten 
together in a certain tower called Aphek, he sent 
a party before to fight them; but this party dis¬ 
persed the Jew's by affrighting them before it 
came to a battle: so they came, and finding their 
camp deserted, they burnt it, as well as the villa¬ 
ges thatlay about it. But when Cestius bad march¬ 
ed from Antipatris to Lydda, he found the city 
empty of its men, for the whole multitude were 
gone up to Jerusalem to the feast of tabernacles;* 
yet dia he destroy fifty of those that showed 
themselves, and burnt the city, and so inarched 
forwards; and ascending by Beth-heron, he 
pitched his camp at a certain place called Gabao, 
fifty furlongs distant from Jerusalem. 

2. But as for the Jews, when they saw the war 
approaching to their metropolis, they left the 
feast, and betook themselves to their arms: and 
taking courage greatly from their multitude-, 
went in a sudden and disorderly manner to the 
fight, with a great noise, and without any consi¬ 
deration had of the rest of the seventh day, al¬ 
though the Sabbath was the day to which they 
had the greatest regard; but that rage which 
made them forget the religious observation [of 
the Sabbath] made them too hard for their ene¬ 
mies in the fight: with such violence therefore 
did they fall upon the Romans, as to break into 
their ranks, and to march through the midst of 
them, making a great slaughter as they went, in¬ 
somuch, that unless the horsemen, and such parts 
of the footmen as were not yet tired in the ac¬ 
tion, had wheeled round, and succored that part 
of the army which was not yet broken, Cestius, 
with his whole army, had been in danger: how¬ 
ever, five hundred and fifteen of the Romans 
w r ere slain, of which number four hundred were 
footmen, and the rest horsemen, while the Jews 
lost only twenty-two, of whom the most valiant 
were the kinsmen of Monobazus kingof Adiahene, 
and their names were Monobazus and Kenedeus; 
and next to them were JViger of Perea, and Silas 
of Babylon, who had deserted from king Agrippa 
to the Jews, for he had formerly served in his 
nrmy. When the front of the Jewish army had 
been cut off’, the Jews retired into the city; but 
still Simon, the son of Giora, fell upon the backs 
of the Romans, as they were ascending up Beth- 

also in this and the next section two eminent facts to be 
observed, viz. the first example that I remember in Jose¬ 
phus, of the onset of the Jews’encmies upon ilieir coun¬ 
try when their males were pone up to Jerusalem to one 
of their three sacred festivals, which, during the theoc¬ 
racy, (Jod had promised lo preserve them from, Exod. 
xxxiv. 24. The second fact is this, the breach of the 
Snhbath by the seditious Jews in an offensive fight, con¬ 
trary to the universal doctrine and practice of their 
nation in these ages, and even contrary to what they 
themselves afterward practised in the rest of this war. 
See the note on Antiq. b. xvi. ch. ii. sect 4. 
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horon, and put the hindermost of the army into 
disorder, and carried off many of the. beasts that 
carried the weapons of war, and led them into 
the city. But as Cestius tarried there three 
days, the Jews seized upon the elevated parts of 
the city, and set watches at the entrances into 
the city, and appeared openly resolved not to rest, 
when once the Romans should hegin to march. 

3. And now when Agrippa observed that even 
the affairs of the Romans were likely to be in 
danger, while such an immense multitude of 
their enemies had seized upon the mountains 
round about, he determined to try what the Jews 
would agree to by words, as thinking that he 
should either persuade them all to desist from 
fighting, or, however, that he should cause the 
sober part of them to separate themselves from 
the opposite party. So he sent Borceus and 
Phebus, the persons of his party that were the 
best known to them, and promised them, that 
Cestius should give them his right hand, to se¬ 
cure them of the Romans’ entire forgiveness of 
what they had done amiss, if they would throw 
away their arms, and come over to them; but 
the seditious, fearing lest the whole multitude, 
in hopes of security to themselves, should go 
over to Agrippa, resolved immediately to fall 
upon and kill the ambassadors: accordingly they 
slew Phebus before he said a word, but Borceus 
was only wounded, and so prevented his fate by 
flying away; and when the people were very an¬ 
gry at this, they had the seditious beaten with 
stones and clubs, and drove them before them 
into the city. 

4. But now Cestius, observing that the distur¬ 
bances that were begun among the Jews afforded 
him a proper opportunity to attack them, took 
his whole army along with him, and put the Jews 
to flight, and pursued them to Jerusalem. He 
then pitched his camp upon the elevation called 
Scopus, [or watch-tower,] which was distant se¬ 
ven furlongs from the city; yet did he not assault 
them in three days’ time, out of expectation that 
those within might perhaps yield a little; and in 
the mean time he sent out a great many of his 
soldiers into the neighboring villages, to seize 
upon their corn. And on the fourth day, which 
was the thirtieth of the month Hypevbereteus 
[Tisri,] when he had put his army in array, he 
brought it into the city. Now for the people, 
they were kept under by the seditious; but the 
seditious themselves were greatly affrighted at 
the good order of the Romans, and retired from 
the suburbs, and retreated into the inner part of 
the city, and into the temple. But when Cestius 
was come into the city, he set the part called 
Bezetha, which is also called Cenopolis, [or the 
new city,] on fire; as he did also to the timber 
market: after which he came into the upper 
city, and pitched his camp over against the royal 
palace; and had he but at this very time attempt¬ 
ed to get within the walls by force, he had won 
the city presently, and the war had been put an 
end to at once; but Tyrannius Priscus, the mus¬ 
ter-master of the armv, and a great number of 
the officers of the horse, had been corrupted by 
Florus, and diverted him from that his attempt; 
and that was the occasion that this war lasted so 
very long, and thereby the Jews were involved in 
suen incurable calamities. 

5. In the mean time many of the principal 
men of the city were persuaded by Ananus, the 

* There may another very important and very provi¬ 
dential reason be here assigned for this strange and fool¬ 
ish retreat of Cestius; which, if Josephus had heen now 
a Christian,he miarht probably have taken notice of also; 
and that is the affording the Jewish Christians in the 
city an opportunity of calling to mind the prediction and 
caution given them by Christ about thirty-three and a 
half years before, that when *hcy should see the abomi- 
nation of dcsolation[ the idolatrous Roman armies, with 
the images of their idols in their ensigns, ready to lay 
Jerusalem desolate] stand where it ought not , or in the 


son of Jonathan, and invited Cestius into the 
city, and were about to open the gates for him, 
but he overlooked this offer, partly out of his an • 
ger at the Jews, and partly because he did not 
thoroughly believe they were in earnest; whence 
it was that he delayed the matter so long, that 
the seditious perceived the treachery, and threw 
Ananus and tnose of his party down from the 
wall, and pelting them with stones, drove them in¬ 
to their houses; but they stood themselves at pro¬ 
per distances in the towers, and threw their darts 
at those that were getting over the wall. Thus 
did the Romans make tneir attack against the 
wall for five days, but to no purpose; but on the 
next day, Cestius took a good many of his 
choicest men, and with them the archers, and at¬ 
tempted to break into the temple at the northern 
quarter of it: but the Jews beat them off from 
the cloisters, and repulsed them several times 
when they were gotten near to the wall, till at 
length the multitude of the darts cut them off, 
and made them retire; but the first rank of the 
Romans rested their shields upon the wall, and 
so did those that were behind them, and the like 
did those that were still more backward, and 
guarded themselves with what they call Testudo, 
[the back of] a tortoise, upon which the darts 
that were thrown fell, and slided off without 
doing them any harm; so the soldiers undermined 
the wall, without being themselves hurt, and got 
all things ready for setting fire to the gate of the 
temple. 

6. And now it was that a horrihle fear seized 
upon the seditious, insomuch that many of them 
ran out of the city* as though it were to be ta¬ 
ken immediately: but the people upon this took 
courage, and where the wicked part of the city 
gave ground, thither did they come in order to 
set open the gates, and to admit Cestius as their 
benefactor, w ho, had he but continued the siege 
a little longer, had certainly taken the city; but 
it was, I suppose, owing to the aversion God had 
already at the city* and the sanctuary, that he 
was hindered from putting an end to the war that 
very day. 

i. It then happened that Cestius was not con¬ 
scious either how the besieged despaired of suc¬ 
cess, nor how courageous the people were for 
him; and so he recalled his soldiers from the 
place, and by despairing of any expectation of 
taking it, without having received any disgrace, 
he retired from the city, without any reason in 
the world. But when the robbers perceived this 
unexpected retreat of his, they resumed their 
courage, and ran after the hinder parts of his 
army, and destroyed a considerable number of 
both their horsemen and footmen: and now Ces¬ 
tius lay all night at the camp which was at Sco¬ 
pus, and as he went off farther next day, he there¬ 
by invited the enemy to follow him, who still fell 
upon the hindmost, and destroyed them; they 
also fell upon the flank on each side of the army, 
and threw darts upon them obliquely, nor durst 
those that were hindermost turnback upon those 
who wounded them behind, as imagining that 
the multitude of those that pursued them was 
immense; nor did they venture to drive away 
those that pressed upon them on each side, be¬ 
cause they were heavy with their arms, and 
were afraid of breaking their ranks to pieces, and 
because they saw the Jews were light, and ready 
for making incursions upon them. And this was 

holy place, or when they should see Jerusalem encompas¬ 
sed with armies, they should then flee to the mountains. 
By complying with which those Jewish Christians fled 
to' the mountains of Feren,nm1 escaped this destruction 
Pee Literal Aoeompl.of Froph.p. 69,70. Nor was there, 
perhaps, any one instance of a more impolitic, hut mo r e 
providential, conduct, than this retreat of Cestius.visible 
during this whole siege of Jerusalem ; which yet was 
providentially such a great tribulation, as had not been 
from the beginning of the world to that time : no nor 
ever shontdbc . Ibid. p. 70,71. 
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the reason why the Romans suffered greatly, 
without being able to revenge themselves upon 
their enemies; so they were galled all the way, 
and their ranks were put into disorder, and those 
that were thus put out of their ranks were slain; 
among whom were Priscus, the commander of 
the sixth legion, and Longinus the tribune, and 
Emili'; 8 Secundus, the commander of a troop of 
horsemen. So it was not without difficulty that 
they got to Gabao, their former camp, and that 
not without the loss of a great part of their bag¬ 
gage. There it was that Cestius staid two days, 
and was in great distress to know what he should 
do in these circumstances; but when, on the 
third day, he saw a still greater number ot ene¬ 
mies, and all the parts round about him full of 
Jews, he understood that his delay was to his own 
detriment, and that if he staid any longer there, 
he should have still more enemies upon him. 

8. That, therefore, he might fly tne faster, he 
gave orders to cast away what might hinder his 
army’s march ; so they killed the mules, and other 
creatures, excepting those that carried their 
darts and machines, which they retained for their 
own u«e, and this principally because they were 
afraid lest the Jews should seize upon them. He 
then made his army march on as far as Beth- 
horon. Now the Jews did not so much press 
upon them when they were in large open places, 
but when they were penned up in their descent 
through narrow passages, then did some of them 
get before, and hindered them from getting out 
of them, and others of them thrust the hinder- 
most down into the lower places, and the whole 
multitude extended themselves over against the 
neck of the passage, and covered the Roman 
army with their darts. In which circumstances, 
as the footmen knew not how to defend them¬ 
selves, so the danger pressed the horsemen still 
more, for they were so pelted, that they could 
not march along the road in their ranks, and the 
ascents were so hi^h, that the cavalry were not 
able to march against the enemy; the precipices 
also, and valleys into which they frequently fell, 
and tumbled down, were such on each side of 
them, that there were neither place for their 
flight, nor any contrivance could be thought of 
for their defence; till the distress they were at 
last in was so great, that they betook themselves 
to lamentations, and to such mournful cries, as 
men use in the utmost despair; the joyful accla¬ 
mations of the Jews, also, as they encouraged 
one another, echoed the sounds back again, these 
last composing a noise of those that at once re¬ 
joiced, and were in a rage. Indeed, things were 
come to such a pass, that the Jews had almost 
taken Cestius’s entire army prisoners, had not the 
night come on, when the Romans fled to Beth- 
horon, and the Jews seized upon all the places 
round about them, and watched for their coming 
out [in the morning.] 

9. And then it was that Cestius, despairing of 
obtaining room for a public march, contrived how 
he might best run away; ami when he had se¬ 
lected four hundred of the most courageous of his 
soldiers, he placed them at the strongest of their 
fortifications, and gave order, that when they 
went up to the morning guard, they should erect 
their ensigns, that the Jews might be made to 
believe that the entire army was there still, while 
he himself took the rest of his forces with him, 
and inarched, without nny noise, thirty furlongs. 
But when the Jews perceived in the morning, 
that the camp was empty, they ran upon those 
four hundred who had deluded them, and imme¬ 
diately threw'their darts at them, nnel slew them, 
hdcI then pursued after Cestius. But he had al¬ 
ready made use of a great part of the night in 

* From this name of Joseph the son of Morion, or Go- 
rionlhe son of Joseph, as b. iv.ch. iil. sect. 9, one of the 
governors of Jerusalem, who was slain at the beginning 
of the tumults by the zealots, b. iv. ch. vi. sect. 1, the 


his flight, and still marched quicker when it was 
day. Insomuch that the soldiers, through the 
astonishment and fear they were in, left behind 
them their engines for sieges, and for throwing of 
stones, and a great part of the instruments of 
war. So the Jews went on pursuing the Romans 
as far as Antipatris, after which, seeing they 
could not overtake them, they came bacK, ana 
took the engines, and spoiled the dead bodies, 
and gathering the prey together which the Ro¬ 
mans had left behind them, came back running 
and singing to their metropolis; while they had 
themselves lost a few only, but had slain of the 
Romans five thousand and three hundred foot¬ 
men, and three hundred and eighty horsemen. 
This defeat happened on the eighth day of the 
month Dius, [Marhesvan,] in the twelfth year of 
the reign of Nero. 

CHAP. XX. 

Cestius sends Ambassadors to Aero. The People 
of Damascus slay those Jews that lived with 
them. The People of Jerusalem, after they had 
[left off] pursuing Cestius , return to the City , 
and get things ready for its Defence, and make 
a great many Generals for their Armies, and 
particularly Josephus,the writer of these Books. 
Some Account of his Administration. 

$ 1. After this calamity had befallen Cestius, 
many of the most eminent of the Jews swam 
away from the city, as from a ship when it was 
going to sink; Costobarus, therefore, and Saul, 
who were brethren, together with Philip, the son 
of Jacimus, who was the commander of king 
Agrippa’s forces, ran away from the citv, and 
w’ent to Cestius. But then how Antipas, who had 
been besieged with them in the king's palace, 
would not fly away with them, was afterward 
slain by the seditious, we shall relate hereafter. 
However, Cestius sent Saul and his friends, at 
their own desire, to Achaia, to Nero, to inform 
him of the great distress they were in, and to lay 
the blame of their kindling the war upon Florus, 
as hoping to alleviate his own danger, by provok¬ 
ing his indignation against Florus. 

2. In the mean time the people of Damascus, 
when they were informed of tne destruction of 
the Romans, set about the slaughter of those 
Jews that were among them; and as they hac 
them already cooped up together in the place of 
public exercises, which they had done out of tho 
suspicion they had of them, they thought they 
should meet with no difficulty in the attempt; yet 
did they distrust their own wives, who were al¬ 
most all of them addicted to the Jewish religion; 
on which account it was, that their greatest con¬ 
cern was, how they might conceal these things 
from them; so they came upon the Jews, and cut 
their throats, as being in a narrow place, in num¬ 
ber ten thousand, and all of them unarmed, and 
this in one hour’s time, without any body to dis¬ 
turb them. 

3. But as to those who had pursued after Ces¬ 
tius, W’hen they were returned back to Jerusa¬ 
lem, they overbore some of those that favored 
the Romans by violence, and some they persuad¬ 
ed [by entreaties] to join with them, and got to¬ 
gether in great numbers in the temple, and ap¬ 
pointed a great many generals for the war; Jo¬ 
seph* also, the son of Gorion, aod A nanus the 
high priest, were chosen ns governors of all allairs 
within the city, and with a particular charge to 
repair the wails of the city; for they did not or¬ 
dain Kleazar the son of Simon to that office, al¬ 
though he had gotten into his possession the prey 
they had taken from the Romans, and the money 
they had taken from Cestius, together with * 
great part of the public treasures, because they 

much later Jewish author of a history of that nation 
takes Iris Ullc, and yet personates our true Josephus, the 
son of Matthias: hut Hie cheat is too gross to be put 
upon the learned world. 
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taw he was of a tyrannical temper, and that his 
followers were in their behavior like guards 
about him. However, the want they were in of 
Eleazar’s money, and the subtle tricks used by 
him, brought ail so about, that the people were 
circumvented, and submitted themselves to his 
authority in all public affairs. 

4. They also chose other generals for Idumea, 
Jesus, the son of Sepphias, one of the high priests, 
and Eleazar, the son of Ananias the high priest; 
they also enjoined Niger, the then governor of 
Idumea,* wno was of a family that belonged to 
Perea, beyond Jordan, and was thence called the 
Peraite, that he should be obedient to those fore- 
named commanders. Nor did they neglect the 
care of other parts of the country, but Joseph 
the son of Simon was sent as a general to Jeri¬ 
cho, as was Manasseh to Perea, and John the 
Essene, to the toparchy of Thamna; Lydda was 
also added to his portion, and Joppa, and Era- 
maus. But John the son of Matthias, was made 
the governor of the toparchies of Gophnitica and 
Acrabatene, as was Josephus the son of Mat¬ 
thias, of both the Galilees. Gamala also, which 
was the strongest city in those parts, was put 
under his command. 

5. So every one of the other commanders ad¬ 
ministered the affairs of his portion with what 
alacrity and prudence they were masters of; but 
as to Josephus, when he came into Galilee, his 
first care was to gain the good-will of the people 
of that country, as sensible that he should there¬ 
by have in general good success, although he 
should fail in other points. And being conscious 
to himself that if he communicated part of his 
power to the great men, he should malte them his 
fast friends, and that he should gain the same fa¬ 
vor from the multitude, if he executed his com¬ 
mands by persons of his own country, and with 
whom they were well acquainted, he chose out 
seventy of the most prudent men,f and those el¬ 
ders in age, and appointed them to be rulers of 
all Galilee, as he chose seven judges in every 
city to hear the lesser quarrels; for as to the 
greater causes, and those wherein life and death 
were concerned, he enjoined they should be 
brought to him and the seventy elders. 

6. Josephus also, when he had settled these 
rules for determining causes by the law, with re¬ 
gard to the people’s dealings one with another, 
betook himself to make provisions for their safety 
against external violence; and as he knew the 
Romans would fall upon Galilee, he built walls 
in proper places about Jotapata, and Barsabee, 
ana Salamis; and besides these, about Cupha- 
reccho, and Japha, and Sigo, and what they call 
Mount Tabor, and Tarichea?, and Tiberias. l\Iore- 
over, he built walls about the caves near the lake 
of Gennesar, which places lay in the Lower Ga¬ 
lilee; the same he did to the places of Upper 
Galilee, as well as to the rock called The Rock 
of the Achabari, and to Seph, and Janmith, and 
Meroth; and in Gaulanitis he fortified Seleucia, 
and Sogane, and Gamala; but as to those of 

*\Ve may observe here, that the Idumeans. as having 
heen proselytes of justice since the days of John Hyrca- 
nus, during about 195 years, were now esteemed as part 
of the Jewish nation, and here provided of a Jewish 
eommandcr accordingly. See the note upon Antiq. b. 
xiii. ch. ix. sect. 1. 

f We see here, and in Josephus’s account of his own 
life, sect. 14, how exactly he imitated his legislator Mo¬ 
ses, or, perhaps, only obeyed what he took to be his per¬ 
petual law, in appointing seven lesser judges for smaller 
causes, in particular eiiies, and, perhaps, for the first 
hearingof greater causes, with the liberty of an appeal 
to seventy-one supreme judges, especially in those cau¬ 
ses where life and death were concerned ; as Aniiq. h. 
iv. ch. viii. sect. 14, and of his Life. sect. 14. See also 
Of the War, b. iv. ch. v. sect. 4. Moreover, we find, 
sect. 7, that lie imitated Moses, as well as the Romans, 
In the number and distribution of the subaltern officers 
of his army, as Exod. xviii. 25: Dent. i. 15; and in his 
charge against the offences common amongst soldiers, 
as Deut. xxiii. 9, in all which he showed his great 
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Sepphoris, they were the only people to whom 
he gave leave to build their own walls, and this 
because he perceived they were rich and wealthy, 
and rcady to go to war, without standing in need 
of any injunctions for that purpose. The case 
was the same with Gischala, which had a wall 
built about it by John the son of Levi himself, 
but with the consent of Josephus; but for the 
building of the rest of the fortresses, he lahored 
together with all the other builders, and was 
present to give all the necessary orders for that 
purpose. He also got together an army out of 
Galilee, of more than a hundred thousand young 
men, all of whom he armed with the old weapons, 
which he had collected together and prepared 
for them. 

7. And when he had considered that the Ro¬ 
man power became invincible, chiefly by their 
readiness in obeying orders, and the constant ex¬ 
ercise of their arms, he despaired of teaching 
these his men the use of their arms, which was 
to be obtained by experience; but observing 
that their readiness in obeying orders wa3 owing 
to the multitude of their officers, he made his 
partitions in his army more after the Roman 
manner, and appointee! a great many subalterns. 
He also distributed the soldiers into various 
classes, whom he put under captains of tens, and 
captains of hundreds, and then under captains of 
thousands; and besides these he had command¬ 
ers of larger bodies of men. He also taught them 
to give the signals one to another, ana to call 
and recall the soldiers by the trumpets, how to 
expand the wings of an army, and make them 
wheel about, and when one wing hath had suc¬ 
cess, to turn again and assist those that were 
hard set, and to join in the defence of what had 
most suffered. He also continually instructed 
them in what concerned the courage of the soul, 
and the hardiness of the body; and above all he 
exercised them for war, by declaring to them dis¬ 
tinctly the good order of the Romans, and that they 
were to fight with men who, both by the strength 
of their bodies and courage of their souls, had 
conquered in a manner the whole habitable 
earth. He told them that he should make trial 
of the good order they would observe, in war, 
even before it came to any battle, in case they 
would abstain from the crimes they used to in¬ 
dulge themselves in, such as theft, and robbery, 
and rapine, and from defrauding their own coun¬ 
trymen, and never to esteem the harm done to 
those that were so near of kin to them, to be any 
advantage to themselves; for that wars are then 
managed the best when the warriors preserve a 
good conscience; but that such as are ill men in 
private life, will not only have those for enemies 
who attack them, but God himself also for their 
antagonist. 

8. And thus did he continue to admonish them. 
Now he chose for the war such an army as was 
sufficient, i. e. sixty thousand footmen, and two 
hundred and fifty horsemen:} and besides these, 
on which he put the greatest trust, there were 

wisdom and piety, and skilful conduct in martini af¬ 
fairs. Yet may we discern in his very high character of 
Ananusthe high priest, B. iv. ch. v. sect. 2, who seems 
to have heen the same who condemned St. James, Bish¬ 
op of Jerusalem, to be stoned, under Albinus the proc¬ 
urator, that when he wrote these books of the war, he 
was not so much as an Ebionite Christian ; otherwise 
hetvould not have failed, according to his usual custom, 
to have reckoned this his barbarous murder as a just 
punishment upon him for that his cruelly to the chief, 
or. rather, only Christian bishop of the circumcision. 
Nor, had he been then a Christian,could he immediate¬ 
ly have spoken so movingly of the causes of the destruc¬ 
tion of Jerusalem, without one word of either the con¬ 
demnation of James or crucifixion of Christ, as lie did 
when he was become a Christian afterward. 

J I should think that an army of GO,000 footmer. 
should require many more than 250 horsemen ; and we 
find Josephus had more horsemen under his command 
than 250 in his future history. I suppose the number 
of the thousands is dropped in our present copies. 
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about four thousand five hundred mercenaries; 
he had also six hundred men as guards of his 
body. Now the cities easily maintained the rest 
of his army, excepting the mercenaries, for every 
one of the cities enumerated above sent out half 
their men to the army, and retained the other 
half at home, in order to get provisions for them; 
insomuch that the one part went to the war, and 
the other part to their work, aud so those that 
sent out their corn were paid for it by those that 
were in anus, by that security which they enjoy- 
ed from them. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Concerning* John of Gischala. Josephus uses 
Stratagems against the Plots John laid against 
him; and recovers certain Cities which had re¬ 
volted from him. 

^ 1. Now as Josephus was thus engaged in the 
administration of the affairs of Galilee, there 
arose a treacherous person, a man of Gischala, 
the son of Levi, whose name was John. His 
character was that of a very cunning, and very 
knavish person, beyond the ordinary rate of the 
other men of eminence there, and for wicked 
radices he had not his fellow any where. Poor 
e tvas at first, and for a long time his \vants 
were a hinderance to him in his wicked designs. 
He was a ready liar, and yet very sharp in gain¬ 
ing credit to his fictions; he thought it a point of 
virtue to delude people, and would delude even 
such as were the dearest to him. He was a 
hypocritical pietender to humanity; but where 
he had hopes of gain, he spared not the shedding 
of blood: liis desires were ever carried to great 
things, and he encouraged his hopes from those 
mean wicked tricks which he was the author of. 
He had a peculiar knack at thieving; but in some 
time he got certain companions in his impudent 
practices; at first they were but few, but as he 
proceeded on in his evil course, they became still 
more and more numerous. He took care that 
none of his partners should be easily caught in 
their rogueries, but chos** such out of the rest as 
had the strongest constitutions of body, and the 
greatest courage of soul, together with great 
skill in martial affairs; so he got together a band 
of four hundred men, who came principally out 
of the country of Tyre, and were vagabonds that 
had run away from its villages; and by the means 
of these he laid waste all Galilee, and irritated a 
considerable number, w ho were in great expecta¬ 
tion of a war then suddenly to rise among them. 

2. However, John's want of money had hither¬ 
to restrained him in his ambition after command, 
and in his attempts to advance himself. Rut 
when he saw that Josephus was highly pleased 
with the activity of his temper, he persuaded 
him, in the first place, to intrust him with the re¬ 
pairing of the walls ofhis native city, [Gischala,] 
in which work he got a great deal of money from 
the rich citizens. He alter that contrived a very 
shrewd trick, and pretending that the Jews who 
dwelt in Syria were obliged to make use of oil 
that was made by others than those of their own 
nation, he desired leave of Josephus to send oil 
to their borders: so he bought four amphora; 
with «nrh Tyrian money as was of the value of 
four Attic drachma;, and sold every half ampho¬ 
ra; at the same price. And as Galilee was very 
fruitful in oil, and was peculiarly so at that time, 
by sending away great quantities, and having 
the sole privilege so to do, he gathered an im¬ 
mense sum of money together, which money he 
immediately used to the disadvantage of him 
who gave him that privilege. And, as he sup- 
osed, that if he could once overthrow Josephus, 
e should himself obtain the government of Gali¬ 
lee, so he gave orders to the robbers that were 
under his command, to be more zealous in their 
thievish expeditions, that, by the rise of many 
that desired innovations in the country, he might 
either catch their general in his snares, as he 


came to the country’s assistance, and then kill 
him; or if he should overlook the robbers, he 
might accuse him for his negligence to the peo¬ 
ple of the country. He also spread abroad a re¬ 
port far and near, that Josephus was delivering up 
the administration of affairs to the Romans: and 
many such plots did he lay in order to ruiu him. 

3. Now at the same time that certain young 
men of the village of Dabaritta, who kept guard 
in the great plain, laid snares for Ptolemy, who 
was A grip pa and Bernice’s steward, and took 
from him all that he had with him, among which 
things there were a great many costly garments, 
and no small number of silver cups, and six hun¬ 
dred pieces of gold, yet were they not able to 
conceal what they had stolen, but brought it all 
to Josephus, to Taricheae. Hereupon he blamed 
them for the violence they had offered to the 
king and queen, and deposited what they brought 
to him with Eneas, the most potent rnan of Ta¬ 
richeae, with an intention of sending the things 
back to the owners at a proper time, which act 
of Josephus’s brought him into the greatest dan¬ 
ger; for those that had stolen the things had an 
indignation at him, both because they gained no 
share of it for themselves, and because they per¬ 
ceived beforehand what tvas Josephus’s inten¬ 
tion, and that he would freely deliver up what 
had cost them so much pains, to the king and 
queen. These ran away by night to their seve¬ 
ral villages, and declared to all men that Jose¬ 
phus was going to betray them: they also raised 
great disorders in all the neighboring cities, in¬ 
somuch that in the morning a hundred thousand 
armed men came running together; which mul¬ 
titude was crowded together in the hippodrome 
at Taricheee, and made a very peevish clamor 
against him; while some cried out, that “they 
should depose the traitor;” and others, that 
“ they should burn him.” Now John irritated a 
great many, as did also one Jesus the sod of Sap- 
phias, who was then governor of Tiberias. Then 
it was that Josephus’s friends, and the guards of 
his body, were so affrighted at this violent as¬ 
sault ol the multitude, that they all fled away 
but four; and as hei was asleep, they awaked 
him, as the people were going to set fire to the 
houses. And although those four that remained 
with him persuaded him to run away, he was 
neither surprised at his being himself deserted, 
nor at the great multitude that came against him, 
but leaped out to them with his clothes rent, and 
ashes sprinkled on his head, with his hands be¬ 
hind him, and his sword hanging at his neck. At 
this sight, his friends, especially those of Tari- 
chete, commiserated his condition; but those 
that came oui of the country, and those in their 
neighborhood to whom his government seemed 
burdensome, reproached him, and bade him pro¬ 
duce the money which belonged to them all im¬ 
mediately, and to confess the agreement he had 
made to betray them; for they imagined, from 
the habit in which he appeared, that he could 
deny nothing of what they suspected concerning 
him, and that it was in order to obtain pardon, 
that he had put himself entirely into so pitiahle 
a posture. But this humble appearance was only 
designed as preparatory to a stratagem of his, 
who thereby contrived to set those that were so 
angry at him at variance one with anotker, about 
the things they were angry at. However, h<s 
promised he would confess all: hereupon he was 
permitted to speak, when he said, “ 1 did neither 
intend to send this money back to Agrippa. nor 
to gain it myself, for 1 did never esteem one 
that was your enemy to be my friend, nor did I 
look upon what would tend to your disadvantage, 
to be my advantage. But, O you people of Ta- 
richea;,*! saw that your city stood in more need 
than others of fortifications for your security, 
and that it wanted money in order for the building 
it a wall. I was also afraid lest the peonle of 
Tiberias and other cities should lay a plot to 
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seize upon these spoils, and therefore it was that 
I intended to retain this money privately, that I 
might encompass you with a wall. But if this 
does not please you, I will produce what was 
brought me, and leave it toyou to plunder it; but if 
I have conducted myself so well as to please you, 
you may if you please punish your benefactor.” 

4. Hereupon the people of Taricheie loudly 
commended him, but those of Tiberias, with the 
rest of the company, gave him hard names, and 
threatened what they would do to him; so both 
sides left oft’ quarrelling with Josephus, and fell 
on quarrelling with one another. So he grew 
bold upon the dependence he had on his friends, 
which were the people of Tarichere, and about 
forty thousand in number, and spoke more freely 
to the whole multitude, and reproached them 
greatly for their rashness, and told them, that 
“ with this money he would build walls about 
Taricheas, and would put the other cities in a 
state of security also; for that they should not 
want money, if they would but agree for whose 
benefit it was to be procured, and would not suf¬ 
fer themselves to be irritated against him who 
had procured it for them.” 

5. Hereupon the rest of the multitude that had 
been deluded retired; but yet so that they went 
away angry, and two thousand of them made an 
assault upon him in their armor; and as he was 
already gone to his own house, they stood with¬ 
out and threatened him. On which occasion Jo¬ 
sephus again used a second stratagem to escape 
them; for he got upon the top of nis house, and 
with his right hand desired them to be silent, 
and said to them, “ I cannot tell what you would 
have, nor can hear what you say, for the con¬ 
fused noise you make; but he said, that he w’ould 
comply with all their demands, in case they would 
bat send some of their number in to him, that 
might talk with him about it.” And when the 
principal of them, with their leaders, heard this, 
they came into the house. He then drew them 
to the most retired part of the house, and shut 
the door of that hall where he put them, and then 
had them whipped till everyone of therr inward 
parts appeared naked. In the mean time the 
multitude stood round the house, and supposed 
that he had a long discourse with those that 
were gone in about what they claimed of him. 
He had then the doors set open immediately, and 
sent the men out all bloody, which so terribly af¬ 
frighted those that had before threattned liim, 
that they threw down their arms and ran away, 

6. But as for John, his envy grew greater 
[upon this escape of Josephus,] and he framed 
a new plot against him; he pretended to be sick, 
and by a letter desired that Josephus would give 
him leave to use the hot baths that were at Ti¬ 
berias, for the recovery of his health. Hereupon 
Josephus, who hitherto suspected nothing of 
John’s plots against him, wrote to the governors 
of the city, that they would provide a lodging 
and necessaries for John; which favors, when 
he had made use of, in two days’ time he did 
what he came about; some lie corrupted with 
delusive frauds, and others with money, and so 
persuaded them to revolt from Josephus. This 
Silas, who was appointed guardian ot the city by 
Josephus, wrote to him immediately, and inform¬ 
ed him of the plot against him; which epistle 
when Josephus had received, he marched with 
great diligence all night, and came early in the 
morning to Tiberias; at which time the rest of 
the multitude met him. But John, who suspected 
that his coming was not for his advantage, sent, 
however, one of his friends, and pretended that 
he was sick, and that, being confined to his bed, 
he could not come to pay him his respects. But as 
soon as Josephus had got the people of Tiberias 
together in the Stadium, and tried to discourse 
with them about the letters that he had received, 
John privately sent some armed men, and gave 
them orders to slay him. But when the people 
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saw that the armed men were about to draw their 
swords, they cried out; at which cry Josephus 
turned himself about, and when he saw that the 
swords were just at his throat, he marched 
away in great haste to the sea-shore, and left 
off that speech which he was going to make to 
the people, upon an elevation of six cubits high. 
He then seized on a ship which lay in the ha¬ 
ven, and leaped into it, with two of his guards, 
and fled away into the. midst of the lake. 

7. But now the soldiers he had with him took 
up their arms immediately, and marched against 
the plotters: but Josephus was afraid lest a civil- 
war should be raised by the envy of a few men, 
and bring the city to ruin; so he sent some of 
his party to tell them, that they should do no 
more than provide for their own safety, that 
they should not kill any body, nor accuse any 
for the occasion they had afforded Tof a disor¬ 
der.] Accordingly these men obeyed his orders, 
and were quiet; but the people of the neigh¬ 
boring country, when they were informed of 
this plot, and of the plotter, got together in great 
multitudes to oppose John. But he prevented 
their attempt, and fled away to Gischala, his na¬ 
tive city, while the Galileans came running out 
of their several cities to Josephus; and as they 
were now become many ten thousands of armed 
men, they cried out that they were come against 
John, the common plotter against their interest, 
and would at the same time burn him, and that 
city which had received him. Hereupon Jose¬ 
phus told them that he took their good-will to 
him kindly, hut still he restrained their fury, 
and intended to subdue his enemies by prudent 
conduct, rather than by slaying them; so he ex¬ 
cepted those of every city which had joined in 
this revolt with John, by name, who had readily 
been showed him by those that came from every 
city, and caused public proclamation to be 
made, that he would seize upon the effects of 
those that did not forsake John within five days’ 
time, and would burn both their housesand their 
families with fire. Whereupon three thousand 
of John’s party left him immediately, who came 
to Josephus, and threw their arms down at his 
feet. John then betook himself, together with 
his two thousand Syrian runagates, from open 
attempts to more secret ways of treachery. Ac¬ 
cordingly, he privately sent messengers to Jeru- 
salt m to accuse Josephus as having too great 
power, and to let them know that he would soon 
come, as a tyrant, to their metropolis, unless 
they prevented him. This accusation the people 
were aware of beforehand, but had no regard to 
it. However, some of the grandees, out of* envy, 
and some of the rulers also, sent money to John 
privately, that he might be able to get together 
mercenary soldiers, in order to fight Josephus; 
they also made a decree of themselves, and this 
for recalling him from his government; vet did 
they not think that decree sufficient; so they 
sent withal two thousand five hundred armed 
men, and four persons of the highest rank 
among them; Joazar, the son of ISoinicus, and 
Ananias, the son of Sadduk, as also Simon and 
Judas, the sons of Jonathan, all very able men 
in speaking, that these persons might withdraw 
the good-will of the people from Josephus.— 
These had it in charge, if he would voluntarily 
come away, they should permit him to [come 
andl give an account of his conduct, but if he 
obstinately insisted upon his continuing in his 
government, they should treat him as an enemv 
Aow Josephus’s friends had sent him word that 
an army was coming against him, but they gave 
no notice beforehand what the reason ot tneir 
coming was, that being only known among some 
secret councils of Ins enemies; and by this 
means it was that four cities revolted from him 
immediately, Sepphoris, and Gamala, aud Gis¬ 
chala, and Tiberias. Vet did he recover these 
cities without war, and when he had routed those 
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four commanders by stratagems, and had taken 
the most potent of their warriors, he sent them 
to Jerusalem; and the people [of Galilee] had 
reat indignation at them, and were in a zealous 
isposition to slay, not only these forces, but 
those that sent them also, had not these forces 
prevented it by running away. 

3. Now John was detained afterward within 
the walls of Gischala, by the fear he was in of 
Josephus; but within a few days Tiberias re¬ 
volted again, the people within it inviting king 
Agrippa [to return to the exercise of his autho¬ 
rity there.] And when he did not come at the 
time appointed, and when a few Roman horse¬ 
men appeared that day, they expelled Josephus 
out of tne city. Now this revolt of theirs was 
resently known at Taricheje, and as Josephus 
ad sent out all the soldiers that were with him 
to gather corn, he knew not how either to march 
out alone against the revolters, or to stay where 
he was, because he was afraid the king '9 soldiers 
might prevent him if he tarried, and might 
get into the city; for he did not intend to do any 
thing on the next day, because it was the Sab¬ 
bath-day, and would hinder his proceeding. So 
he contrived to circuoivent the revolters by a 
stratagem; and in the first place he ordered the 
gates of Taricheae to be shut, that nobody might 
go out and inform I those of Tiberias,] for whom 
it was intended, what stratagem he was about; 
he then got together all the ships that were upon 
the lake, which were found to be two hundred 
and thirty, and in each of them lie put no more 
than four mariners. So he sailed to Tiberias 
'with haste, and kept at such a distance from the 
city, that it was not easy for the people to see the 
vessels, and ordered that the empty vessels 
should float up and down there, while himself, 
who had but seven of his guards with him, and 
those unarmed also, went so near as to be seen; 
but when his adversaries, who were still re¬ 
proaching him, saw him from the walls, they 
were so astonished, that they supposed all the 
ships were full of armed men, and threw down 
their arms, and by signals of intercession they 
besought him to spare the city. 

9. Upon this Josephus threatened them terri¬ 
bly, and repronehed them, that when they were 
the first that took up arms against the Romans, 
they should spend their force beforehand in civil 
dissensions, and do what their enemies desired 
above all things; and that besides they should 
endeavor so hastily to seize upon him who touk 
care of their safety, and had not been a-h.anied 
to shut the gates of their city ngainst him that 
built their walls; that, however, he would admit 
of any intercessors from them that might make 
lome excuse for them, and with whom he would 
make such agreements as might he for the city’s 
security. Hereupon ten of the most potent men 
of Tiberias came down to him presently, and 
when lie had taken them into one of his vessels, 
he ordered them to be carried a great way off 
from the city. He then commanded that fifty 
others of their senate, such as were men of I he 
greatest eminence, should rome to him, that they 
also might give him some st em it; on their be¬ 
half. After which, under one new pretence or 
other, lie called forth others, one after another, 
to make the leagues betwei n tin mi. lie t! en 

f ^ave order to the masters of those vessels which 
ic had ihus filled to sail away iui<ue«fi.ti< I; for 
Tarir here, and to confine those men in the prison 
there; till at length he took all their senate, con¬ 
sisting of six hundred persons, and about two 
thousand of the populace, and carried them 
away to Tarichc;e. 

10. And when the, rest of the people cried out, 
that it was one Clitus that was the chief author 
of this revolt, they desired him t<> spend his an¬ 
ger upon him [only:] but Josephus, whose in- 
* f cannot lint think this stratagem of Josephus, 
which is related both here and in Ills life, sect. 33, lo 


tention it was to slay nobody, commanded one Le- 
vius, belonging to his guards, to go out of the 
vessel, in order to cut off both Clitus’s hands; yet 
was Levins afraid to go out by himself alone, to 
such a large body of enemies, and refused to go. 
Now Clitus saw that Josephus was in a great pas¬ 
sion in the ship, and reaav to leap out of it, in 
order to execute the punishment himself; he 
begged therefore from the shore, that he would 
leave him one of his hands, which Josephus 
agreed to, upon condition that he would himself 
cut off the other hand; accordingly, he drew 
his sword, and with his right hand cut off his 
left, so great was the fear he was in of Jo¬ 
sephus himself. And thus he took the people 
of Tiberias prisoners, and recovered tne city 
again with empty ships* and seven of his guard, 
moreover, a few days nfterward he took Gbeha- 
la, which had revolted with the people of Sep- 
phoris, and gave his soldiers leave to plunder it; 
yet did he get all the plunder together, and 
restored it to the inhabitants, and the like he 
did to the inhabitants of Sepphorisand Tiberias. 
For when he had subdued those cities, he had a 
mind, by letting them be plundered, to give them 
some good instruction, while at the same time he 
regained their good-will, by restoring them their 
money again. 

CHAP. XXII. 

The Jews make all ready for the War. And Si» 

mon the Son of Gioras falls to plundering . 

$1. And thus were the disturbances of Gali¬ 
lee quieted, when, upon their ceasing to prose¬ 
cute their civil dissensions, they betook them¬ 
selves to make preparations for the war with the 
Romans. Now in Jerusalem the high priest 
Ananus, and as many of the men of power as 
were not in the interest of the Romans, both re¬ 
paired the walls, and made a great many warlike 
instruments, insomuch that in all parts of the 
city darts and all sorts of armor were upon the 
anvil. Although the multitude of the young 
men were engaged in exercises, without any re¬ 
gularity, and afl places were full of tumultuous 
doings; but the moderate sort were exceedingly 
sad, and a great many there were who, out of the 
prospects they had of the calamities that were 
coming upon them, made great lamentations. 
There were also such omens observed as were 
understood to be forerunners of evils, by such as 
loved peace, but wore by those that kindled the 
war interpreted so as tasuit their own inclinations; 
and the very state of the city, even before the 
Romans came against it, was that of a place 
doomed to destruction. However, Ananus’scon¬ 
cern was this, to lay aside, for a while, the pre¬ 
parations for the war, and to persuade the sedi¬ 
tious to consult their own interest, and to restrain 
the madness of those that had the name of zeal- 
lots; but their violence was too hard for him, and 
what end he came to we shall relate hereafter. 

2. Rut as for the Acrnbbt lie toparchy, Simon, 
the son of Gioras, got a great number of those 
that were fund of innovations together, and he- 
took himself to ravage the‘country; nor did he 
only harass the rich men’s houses, but tormented 
their bodies, and appeared openly and before¬ 
hand to affect tyranny in his government. And 
when an army was sent against him by Ananus 
and the other rulers, he and his band retired to 
the robin rs that were at Masada, and staid 
there, and plundered the country of Idumea 
with them, till both Ananus and his other adver¬ 
saries were slain, and until the rulers of that 
country were so afllicted with the multitude of 
those that were slain, and with the continual ra¬ 
vage of what they had, that thev raised an army, 
aiul put garrisons into the villages, to secure 
them from those insults; and in this state were 
the aflairs of Judea at that time. 
he one of the finest that ever was invented and execu¬ 
ted by any warrior whatsoever. 
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BOOK III. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ABOUT ONE YEAR.—FROM VESPASIAN’S COMING TO 
SUBDUE THE JEWS, TO THE TAKING OF GAMALA. 


CHAF. I. 

Vespasian is sent mto Syria by Nero,inorder to 
make War with the Jews. 

§ 1. When Nero was informed of the Romans’ 
ill success in Judea, a concealed consternation 
and terror, as is usual in such cases, fell upon 
him; although he openly looked very big, and 
was very angry, and said that what had happen¬ 
ed was rather owing to the negligence of the 
commander, than to any valor of the enemy: 
and as he thought it fit for him, who bore the 
burden of the whole empire, to despise such mis¬ 
fortunes, he now pretended so to do, and to have 
a soul superior to all such sad accidents whatso¬ 
ever. Yet did the disturbance that was in his 
sou! plainly appear by the solicitude he was in 
[how to recover his affairs again.] 

2. And as he was deliberating to whom he 
should commit the care of the east, now it was 
in so great a commotion, and who might be the 
best able to punish the Jews for their rebellion, 
and might prevent the same distemper from 
seizing upon the neighboriug nations also; he 
found no one but Vespasian equal to the task, and 
able to undergo the great burden of so mighty a 
war, seeing he was growing an old man already 
in the camp, and from his youth had been exer¬ 
cised in warlike exploits: he was also a man that 
had long ago pacified the west, and made it sub¬ 
ject to the Romans, when it had been put into 
disorder by the Germans; he had also recovered 
to them Britain by his arms, which had been lit¬ 
tle known before;* whereby he procured to his 
father Claudius to have a triumph bestowed on 
him without any sweat or labor of his own. 

3. So Nero esteemed these circumstances as 
favorable omens, and saw that Vespasian’s age 
gave him sure experience, and great skill, and 
that he had his sons as hostages for his fidelity to 
himself, and that the flourishing age they were in 
would make them fit instruments under their fa¬ 
ther’s prudence. Perhaps also there was some 
interposition of Providence, which was paving 
the way for Vespasian’s being himself emperor 
afterward. Upon the whole, he sent this man to 
take upon him the command of the armies that 
were in Syria; but this not without great enco¬ 
miums and flattering corapellations, such as ne¬ 
cessity required, and such as might mollify him 
into complaisance. So Vespasian sent his son 
Titus from Achaia, where he had been with 
Nero, to Alexandria, to bring back with him from 
thence the fifth and the tenth legions; while he 
himself, when he had passed over the Helles¬ 
pont, came by land into Syria, where he gathered 
together the Roman forces, with a considerable 
number of auxiliaries from the kings in that 
neighborhood. 

CHAP. II. 

A great Slaughter of the Jews about Ascalon. 

Vespasian comes to Ptolemais. 

§ 1. Now the Jews, after they had beaten 
Cestius, were so much elevated with their unex¬ 
pected success, that they could not govern their 
zeal, but, like people blown up into a flame by 
their good fortune, carried the war to remoter 
places. Accordingly they presently got together 
a great multitude of all their most hardy soldiers, 
and marched away for Ascalon. This is an nn- 

* Take the confirmation of this in the words of Sueto¬ 
nius, here produced by Dr. Hudson. —“In the reign of 
Claudius,” says he, “ Vespasian for the sake of Narcis¬ 
sus, was sent as n lieutenant of a legion into Germany. 
Thence he removed into Britain, and foughtthirty bat- 


cient city that is distant from Jerusalem five hun¬ 
dred and twenty furlongs, and wag always an 
enemy to the Jews; on which account they de¬ 
termined to make their first effort against it, and 
to make their approaches to it as near as possi¬ 
ble. This excursion was led on by three men, 
who were the chief of them all, both for strength 
and sagacity, Niger called the Peraite, Silas of 
Babylon, and besides them John the Essene. 
Now Ascalon was strongly walled about, but had 
almost no assistance to be relied on [near them,] 
for the garrison consisted of one cohort of foot¬ 
men, and one troop of horsemen, whose captain 
was Antonius. 

2. These Jews, therefore, out of their anger 
marched faster than ordinary, and, as if they 
had come but a little way, approached very near 
the city, and were come even to it; but Antonius, 
who w T as not unapprised of the attack they were 
going to make upon the city, drew out his horse¬ 
men beforehand, and being neither daunted at 
the multitude nor at the courage of the enemy, 
received their first attacks with great bravery: 
and when they crowded to the very walls, he beat 
them off. Now the Jews were unskilful in war, 
but were to fight with those that were skilful 
therein; they were footmen, to fight with horse¬ 
men; they were in disorder, to fight those that 
were united together; they were poorly armed, 
to fight those that were completely so; they were 
to fight more by their rage than by sober coun¬ 
sel, and were exposed to soldiers that were ex¬ 
actly obedient, and did every thing they were 
bidden upon the least intimation. So they were 
easily beaten; for as soon as ever their first 
ranks were once in disorder, they w r ere put to 
flight by the enemy’s cavalry, and those of them 
that came behind such as crowded to the wall, 
fell upon their own party’s weapons, and hecame 
one another’s enemies; and this so long till they 
were all forced to give way to the attacks of the 
horsemen, and were dispersed all the plain over, 
which plain was wide, and all fit for the horse¬ 
men; which circumstance was very convenient 
for the Romans, and occasioned the slaughter of 
the greatest number of the Jews; for such as 
ran away, they could overrun them, and make 
them turn back; and when they had brought 
them back after their flight, and tlriven them to¬ 
gether, they ran them through, and slew a vast 
number of them, insomuch that others encom¬ 
passed others of them, and drove them before 
them whithersoever they turned themselves, and 
slew them easily with their arrows; and the 
great number there were of the Jews seemed a 
solitude to themselves, by reason of the distress 
they were in, while the Romans had such good 
success with their small number, that they seem¬ 
ed to themselves to be the greater multitude. 
And as the former strove zealously under their 
misfortunes out of the shame of a sudden flight, 
and hopes of the change in their success, so did 
the latter feel no weariness by reason of their 
good fortune; insomuch that the fight lasted till 
the evening, till ten thousand men of the Jews' 
side lay dead, with two of their generals, John 
and Silas; and the greater part of the remainder 
were wounded, with Niger, their remaining ge¬ 
neral, who fled away together to a small city of 
Idumea, called Sallis; some few also of the Ro¬ 
mans were wouuded in this battle. 

ties with the enemy.” In Vesp. sect. 4. We may also 
here note from Josephus, that Claudius the euiperor, 
who triumphed for the conquest of Britain, was enabled 
so to do by Vespasian’s conduct and bravery and that 
ho is here styled the father «f Vespasian 
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3. Yet were not the spirits of the Jews broken 
by so great a calamity, but the losses they had 
sustained rather quickened their resolution for 
other attempts; for, overlooking the dead bodies 
which lay under their feet, they were enticed by 
their former glorious actions to venture on a 
second destruction; so when they had lain still 
so little a while that their wounds were not tho¬ 
roughly cured, they got together all their forces, 
and came with greater fury, and in much greater 
numbers, to Ascalon. But their former ill for¬ 
tune followed them, as the consequence of their 
unskilfulness, and other deficiencies in war; for 
Antonius laid ambushes for them in the passages 
they were to go through, where they fell into 
snares unexpectedly, and where they were com¬ 
passed about with horsemen, before they could 
form themselves into a regular body for fighting, 
and w’ere above eight thousand of them slain: so 
all the rest of them ran away, and with them 
.Niger, who still did a great many bold exploits in 
his llight. However, they were driven along to¬ 
gether by the enemy, who pressed hard upon 
them, into a certain strong tower belonging to a 
village called Bezedel. However, Antonius and 
his party, that they might neither spend any con¬ 
siderable time about this tower, which was hard 
to be taken, nor suffer their commander, and the 
most courageous man of them all, to escape from 
them, they set the wall on fire; and as the tower 
was burning, the Romans went away rejoicing, 
as taking it for granted that Niger was destroy¬ 
ed; bnthe leaped out of the tower into a subter¬ 
raneous cave, in the innermost part of it, and 
was preserved; and on the third day afterward 
he spoke out of the ground to those that with 
great lamentations were searching for him, in 
order to give him a decent funeral; and when he 
was come out, he filled all the Jews with an un¬ 
expected joy, as though he were preserved by 
God’s providence to be their commander for the 
time to come. 

4. And now Vespasian took along with him his 
army from Antioch (which is the metropolis of 
Syria, and without dispute deserves the place of 
tlie third city* in the habitable earth, that was 
under the Roman empire, both in magnitude, and 
other marks of prosperity,) where he found king 
Agrippa, with all his forces, waiting for his 
coming, and marched to Ptolemais. At this city 
also the inhabitants of Sepphoris of Galilee met 
him, who were for peace with the Romans. 
These citizens had beforehand taken care of 
their own safety, and being sensible of the power 
of the Romans, they had been with Ccstius Cal¬ 
lus, before Vespasian came, and had given their 
faith to him, and received the security of his 
right hand, and bad received a Roman garrison; 
and at this time withal they received Vespasian, 
the Roman general, very kindly, and readily 
promised that they would assist him against their 
own countrymen. Now the general delivered 
them, at their desire, as many horsemen and 
footmen as he thought sufficient to oppose the in¬ 
cursions of the Jews, if they should come against 
them. And indeed the danger of losing Sep¬ 
phoris would be no small one, in this war that 
was now’ beginning, seeing it was the largest city 
of Galilee, and built in a place by nature very 
strong, and might he a security of the whole na¬ 
tion’s [fidelity to the Romans.] 

CHAP. III. 

A Description of Galilee , Samaria , and Judea. 

$ 1. Now Phoenicia and Syria encompass about 
the Galilees, which are two, and called the Upper 
Galilee, and the Lower. Thev are bounded to¬ 
wards the sun-setting, with the borders of the 
territory belongingto Ptolemais, and by Carmel; 
w hich mountain had formerly belonged to theGa- 

•Spanbeim and Reland botlinprec, that the two cities 
here esteemed greater than Antioch, the metropolis of 


lileans, but nowbelonged to the Tyrians, to which 
mountain adjoins Gaba, which is called “the 
city of horsemen,” because those horsemen that 
w’ere dismissed by Herod the king dwelt therein; 
they are bounded on the south with Samaria and 
Scythopolis, as far as the river Jordan; on the 
east with Hippene and Gadaris, and also with 
Gaulanitis, and the borders of the kingdom of 
Agrippa; its northern parts are bounded by 
Tyre, and the country of the Tyrians. As for 
that Galilee w hich is called the Lower, it extends 
in length from Tiberias to Zabulon, and of the 
maritime places Ptolemais is its neighbor; its 
breadth is from the village called Xaloth, w'hich 
lies in the great plain, as far as Bersabe, from 
which beginning also is taken the breadth of the 
Upper Galilee, as far as the village Baca, w’hich 
divides the land of the Tyrians from it; its length 
is also from Meloth to Thella, a village near to 
Jordan. 

2. These two Galilees, of so great largeness 
and encompassed with so many nations of for¬ 
eigners, have been always able to make a strong 
resistance on all occasions of war; for the Gali¬ 
leans are inured to war from their infancy, and 
have been always very numerous; nor hath the 
country been ever destitute of men of courage, 
or wanted a numerous set of them: for their soil 
is uniformly rich and fruitful, and full of the 
plantations of trees of all sorts, insomuch that it 
invites the most slothful to take pains in its cul¬ 
tivation, by its fruitfulness: accordingly it is all 
cultivated by its inhabitants, and no part of it 
lies idle. Moreover, the cities lie here very 
thick, and the very many villages there are here 
are every where so full of people, by the rich¬ 
ness of their soil, that the very least of them 
contain above fifteen thousand inhabitants. 

3. In short, if any one will suppose that Gali¬ 
lee is inferior to Perea in magnitude, he w ill be 
obliged to prefer it before it in its strength: for 
this is all capable of cultivation, and is every 
where fruitful; but for Perea, which is indeed 
much larger in extent, the greater part of it is 
desert and rough, and much less disposed for the 
production of the milder kinds of fruits; yet hath 
it a moist soil [in other parts,] and produces all 
kinds of fruits, and its plains are planted with 
trees of all sorts, while vet the olive-tree, the 
vine ancl palm-tree, are chiefly cultivated thcie. 
It is also sufficiently watered w ith torrents, which 
issue o«it of the mountains, and with springs that 
never fail to run, even when the torrents fail 
them, as they do in the dog-days. Now the 
length of Perea is from Mayhems to Pella, and 
its "breadth from Philadelphia to Jordan: its 
northern parts are hounded by Pella, as w r e have 
already said, as well as its western with Jordan; 
the land of Moab is its southern border, and its 
eastern limits reach to Arabia, and Silbonitis, 
and besides to Philadelphene and Gerasa. 

4. Now, as to the country of Samaria, it lies 
between Judea and Galilee; it begins in a vil¬ 
lage that is in the great plain called Ginea, and 
ends at the Acrabbene toparchy, and is entirely 
of the same nature w'ith Judea; for both coun¬ 
tries are made up of hills and valleys, and are 
moist enough for agriculture, and are very fruit¬ 
ful. They have abundance of trees, and are full 
of nutumnal fruit, both that which grows wild, 
and that w hich is the effect of cultivation. They 
are not naturally watered by many rivers, but 
derive their chief moisture lroni rain water, of 
which they have no want; and for those rivers 
which they have, all their waters are exceeding 
sweet: by reason also of the excellent grass 
they have, their cattle yield more milk than do 
those in other places; and, what is the greatest 
sign of excellency and of abundance, they each 
of them are very full of people. 

5. In the limits of Samaria and Judea lies the 
Syria, were Rome and Alexandria; nor is there any oc¬ 
casion for doubt in so plain a case. 
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village of Anuath, which is also named Borceos. 
This is the northern boundary of Judea. The 
southern parts of Judea, if they be measured 
lengthways, are bounded by a village adjoining 
to the confines of Arabia; the Jews that dwell 
there call it Jordan. However, its breadth is ex¬ 
tended from the river Jordan to Joppa. The city 
of Jerusalem is situated in the very middle; on 
which account some have, with sagacity enough, 
ca'ded that city the navel of the country. Nor 
indeed is Judea destitute of such delights as 
come from the sea, since its maritime places ex¬ 
tend as far as Ptolemais; it was parted in eleven 
portions, in which the royal city of Jerusalem was 
the supreme, and presided over all the neigh¬ 
boring country, as the head does over the body. 
As to the other cities that were inferior to it, they 
presided over their several toparchies; Goph- 
na was the second of those cities, and next to 
that Acrabatta; after them Thanma, and Lydda, 
and Eminaus, and Pella, and Idumea, and En- 
gaddi, and Herodiuni, and Jericho; and after 
them came Jamnia and Joppa, as presiding over 
the neighboring people: and besides these there 
was the region of Gamala, and Gaulanitis, and 
Batanea, and Trachonitis, which are also parts 
of the kingdom of Agrippa. This [last] coun¬ 
try begins at mount Libanus, and the fountains 
of Jordan, and reaches breadthways to the lake 
of Tiberias; and in length is extended from a 
village called Arpha, as far as Julias. Its inhabi¬ 
tants area mixture of Jews and A Syrians. And 
thus have 1, with all possible brevity, described 
the country of Judea, and those that lie round 
about it. 

CHAP. IV. 

Jesephus makes an Attempt upon Sepphoris, but 

is repelled. 7'itus comes with a great A rmy to 

Ptolemais. 

§ 1. Now the auxiliaries who were sent to as¬ 
sist the people of Sepphoris, being a thousand 
horsemen, and six thousand footmen, under Pla- 
cidus the tribune, pitched their camp in two 
bodies in the great plain. The foot were put into 
the city to be a guard to it, but the horse lodged 
abroad in the camp. These last, by marching 
continually one way or other, and overrunning 
the parts of the adjoining country, were very 
troublesome to Josephus and his men; they also 
plundered all the places that were out of the city’s 
liberty, and intercepted such as durst go abroad. 
On this account it was that Josephus marched 
against the city, as hoping to take what he had 
lately encompassed with so strong a wall, before 
they revolted from the rest of the Galileans, that 
the Romans would have had much ado to take it; 
by which means he proved loo weak, and failed of 
his hopes, both as to forcing the place, and as to 
his prevailing with the people of Sepphoris to 
deliver it up to bim. By this means he provoked 
the Romans to treat the country according to 
the law of war; nor did the Romans, out of the 
anger they bore at this attempt, leave off either 
by night or by day burning the places in the 
plain, and stealing away the cattle that were in 
the country, and killing whatsoever appeared ca¬ 
pable of fighting, perpetually, and leading the 
weaker people as slaves into captivity; so that 
Galilee was all over filled with fire and blood; 
nor was it exempted from any kind of misery and 
calamity, for the only refuge they had was this, 
that when they were pursued, they could retire to 
the cities which had walls built them by Josephus. 

2. But as to Titus, he sailed over from Achaia 
to Alexandria, and that sooner than the winter 
season did usually permit; so he took with him 
those forces he was seut for, and marching with 

♦This deecription of the exact symmetry and regu¬ 
larity of the Roman army and of the Roman encamp¬ 
ments. with the soundin'* their trumpets, &r. and or¬ 
der of war, described in this and the next chapter, is so 
very like to the symmetry and regularity of the people 


great expedition, he came suddenly to Ptolemais, 
and there finding his father, together with the 
two legions, the fifth and the tenth, which were 
the most eminent legions of all, he joined them 
to that fifteenth legion which was with his father: 
eighteen cohorts followed these legions; there 
came also five cohorts from Caesarea, with one 
troop of horsemen, and five other troops of horse¬ 
men from Syria. Now these ten cohorts had 
severally a thousand footmen, hut the other thir¬ 
teen cohorts had no more than six hundred foot¬ 
men apiece, and a hundred and twenty horse¬ 
men. There were also a considerable number 
of auxiliaries got together, that came from the 
kings Antiochus, and Agrippa, and Sohemus, 
each of them contributing one thousand footmen 
that were archers, and a thousand horsemen. 
Malcbus, also, the king of Arabia,sent a thousand 
horsemen, besides five thousand footmen, the 
greatest part of whom were archers; so that the 
whole army, including the auxiliaries sent by the 
kings, as well horsemen as footmen, when all 
were united together, amounted to sixty thou¬ 
sand, besides the servants, who. as they follow¬ 
ed in vast numbers, so because they had been 
trained up in war with the rest, ought not to be 
distinguished from the fighting men; for as they 
were in the master’s service in times of peace, 
so did they undergo the like dangers with them 
in times of war, insomuch that they were inferior 
to none, either in skill or in strength, only they' 
were subject to their masters. 

CHAP. V. 

A Description of the Roman Arm : rs, and their 

Camps; and of other particulari>for which the 

Romans are commended. 

{ 1. Now here one cannot but admire at the 
precaution of the Romans, in providing them¬ 
selves of such household servants, as might not 
only serve at other times for the common offices 
of life, but might also be of advantage to them in 
their wars. And, indeed, if any one does but at¬ 
tend to the other parts of their military discipline, 
be will be forcecl to confess, that their obtaining 
so large a dominion hath been the acquisition of 
their valor, and not the bare gift of fortune; for 
they do not begin to use their weapons first in 
time of war, nor do they then put their hands 
first into motion, while they avoided so to do in 
times of peace; but as if their weapons did al¬ 
ways cling to them, they have never any truce 
from warlike exercise; nordo they 7 stay till limes 
of war admonish them to use them; for their mi¬ 
litary exercises differ not at all from the real use 
of their arms, but every soldier is every day exer¬ 
cised, and that with real diligence, as if it were 
in time of war, which is the reason why they bear 
the fatigue of battles so easily; for neither can 
any disorder remove them from their usual re¬ 
gularity, nor can fear affright them out of it, nor 
can labor tire them: which firmness of conduct 
makes them always to overcome those that have 
not the same firmness; nor would he he mistaken 
that should call those their exercises unbloody 7 
battles,and theirbattlesbloody exercises. JNor can 
their enemies easily surprise them with the sud¬ 
denness of their incursions; for as soon as they 7 
have marched into an enemy’s land, they do not be¬ 
gin to fight till they have walled their campnbout; 
nor is the fence they raise rashly made, or un¬ 
even; nor do they all abide in it, nor do those 
that are in it take their places at random; but if 
it happens that the ground is uneven, it is first 
levelled; their camp is also four square by mea¬ 
sure, and carpenters are ready with their tools to 
erect their buildings for them.* 

of Israel in the wilderness, (seethe description of the 
temple, rh. ix.) that one cannot well avoid the suppo- 
sal, that the one was ti e uliiniate pattern cf the other, 
and that the tactics of ihe ancients were taken from 
rules given by God to Moses And it is thought by 
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2. As fur what is within the camp, it is set 
apart for tents, but the outward circumference 
hath the resemblance to a wall, and is adorned 
with towers at equal distances, where between 
the towers stand the engines for throwing ar¬ 
rows and.darts, and for slinging stones, and 
where they lay all other engines that can annoy 
the enemy, all ready for their several operations. 
They also erect four gates, one at every side of 
the circumference, aud those large enough for 
the entrance of the beasts, and wide enough for 
making excursions, if ocrasion should require. 
They divide the camp within into streets very 
conveniently, and place the tents of the com¬ 
manders in the middle, but in the very midst of 
all is the general’s own tent, in the nature of a 
temple, insomuch that it appears to be a city 
built on the sudden; with its market-place, and 
place for handicraft trades, and with seats for 
the officers, superior and inferior, where, if any 
differences arise, their causes are heard and de¬ 
termined. The camp, and all that is in it, is en¬ 
compassed with a wall round about, and that soon¬ 
er than one would imagine, and thisby the multi¬ 
tude and the skill of the laborers; and, if occasion 
require, a trench is drawn round the whole, 
whose depth is four cubits, and its breadth equal. 

3. When they have thus secured themselves, 
they live together by companies, with quietness 
and decency, as are all their other affairs ma¬ 
naged with good order and security. Each compa¬ 
ny hath also their wood and their corn, and their 
water brought them, when they stand in need of 
them; for they neither sup nor dine as they 
please themselves singly, but all together. Their 
times also for sleeping, and watching, and rising, 
are notified beforehand by the sound of trumpets, 
nor is any thing done without such a signal; and 
in the morning the soldier)' go every one to their 
centurions, and these centurions to their tribunes, 
to salute them; with whom all the superior offi¬ 
cers go to the general of the whole army, who 
then gives them of course the watchword and 
other orders, to be by them carried to all that 
are under their command; which is also observ¬ 
ed when they go to fight, and thereby they turn 
themselves about on the sudden when there is 
occasion for making sallies, as they come back 
when they are recalled in crowds also. 

4. Now when they are to go out of their camp, 
the trumpet gives a sound, at w-hich time nobody 
lies still, but at the first intimation they take 
down their tents, and all is made ready for their 
going out; theu do the trumpets sound again, to 
order them to get ready for the march; then do 
they lay their baggage suddenly upon their 
mules, and other beasts of burthen, and stand, as 
at the place of starting, ready to march: when 
also they set fire to their camp, and this they do 
because it will be easy for them to erect another 
camp, and that it may not ever be of use to their 
enemies. Then do the trumpets give a sound 
the third time, that they are to go out, in order 
to excite those that on any account are a little 
tardy, that so no one may be out of his rank 
when the army marches. Then does the -crier 
stand at the general’s right hand, and asks them 
thrice in their own tongue, whether they be now 
ready to go out to war or not? To which they 
reply as often, with a loud and cheerful voice, 
saying. We are ready. And this they do almost 
before the question Is asked them: they do this 
as filled witli n kind of martial fury, and at the 
same time that they cry out, they lift up their 
right hands also. 

5. When, after this, they are gone out of their 
camp, they all march without noise, and in a 
decent manner, and every one keeps his own 
rank, as if they were going to war. The foot¬ 
men are armed with breastplates and head- 

wjme skilful in these matters, that these accounts of 
Josephus as to the Roman camp and armor, and con- 


pieces, and have swords on each side, but the 
sword which is upon their left side is much longer 
than the other, tor that on the right side is not 
longer than a span. Those footmen also that are 
chosen out from the rest to be about the general 
himself, have a lance and a buckler, but the rest 
of the foot soldiers, have a spear, and a long 
buckler, besides a saw and a basket, a pickaxe, 
and an axe, a thong of leather, and a hook, with 
provisions for three days, so that a footman hath 
no great need of a mule to carry his burdens. 
The horsemen have a long sword on their right 
sides, and along pole in their hand; a shield also 
lies bv them obliquely on one side of their horses 
with three or more darts that are borne in their 
quiver, having broad points, and not smaller than 
spears. They have also head-pieces, and breast¬ 
plates, in like manner as have all the footmen. 
And for those that are chosen to be about the 
general, their armor noway differs from that of 
the horsemen belonging to other troops; and he 
always leads the legions forth to whom the lot 
assigns that employment. 

6. This is the manner of the marching and 
resting of the Romans, as also these are the 
several sorts of weapons they use. But when 
they are to fight, they leave nothing without 
forecast, nor to be done off hand, but counsel ia 
ever first taken before any work is begun, and 
what hath been there resolved upon is put in ex¬ 
ecution presently; for which reason they seldom 
commit any errors, and if they have been mis¬ 
taken at any time, they easily correct those mis¬ 
takes. They also esteem any errors they commit 
upon taking counsel beforehand, to be better 
than such rash success as is owing to fortune 
only; because such a fortunate advant*<r* tempts 
them to be inconsiderate, while consultation, 
though it may sometimes fail of success, hath 
this good in it, that it makes men more careful 
hereafter; but for the advantages that arise from 
chance, they are not owing to him that gains 
them; and as to what melancholy accidents nap- 
pen unexpectedly, there is this comfort in them, 
that they had however taken the best consulta¬ 
tions they could to prevent them. 

7. Now they so manage their preparatory ex¬ 
ercises of their weapons, that not the bodies of 
the soldiers only, but their souls, may also be¬ 
come stronger; they are moreover hardened for 
war by fear, for their laws inflict capital punish¬ 
ments, not only for soldiers running away from 
their ranks, but for slothfulness and inactivity, 
though it be but in a lesser degree; as are their 
generals more severe than their laws, for they 
prevent any imputation of cruelty toward those 
under condemnation, by the great rewards they 
bestow on the valiant soldiers; and the readiness 
of obeying their commanders is so great, that it 
is very ornamental in peace; but when they 
come to a battle, the whole army is but one body, 
so well coupled together are their ranks, so sud¬ 
den are their turnings about, so sharp their hear¬ 
ing, as to what orders are given them, so quick 
their sight of the ensigns, and so nimble are 
their hands when they set to w r ork; whereby it 
comes to pass, thnt what they do is done quickly, 
and what they suffer they bear with the greatest 
patience. Nor can we find any examples where 
they have been conquered in battle, when they 
came to a close fight, either by the multitude of 
the enemies, or by their stratagems, or by the 
difficulties in the places they were in; no, nor 
by fortune neither, for their victories have been 
surer to them than fortune could have granted 
them. In a case, therefore, where counsel still 

ocs before action, nnd where, after taking the 

est advice, that advice is followed by so active 
an army, what wonder is it that Euphrates on 
the east, the ocean on the west, the most fertile 
duct in war, are pieferablc to those in the Roman au¬ 
thors themseives. 
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regions of Libya on the south, and the Danube 
and the Rhine on the north, are the limits of 
this empire? One might well say, that the Ro¬ 
man possessions are not inferior to the Romans 
themselves. 

8. This account I have given the reader, not 
so much witii the intention of commending the 
Romans, as of comforting those that have been 
conquered by them, and Tor the deterring others 
from attempting innovations under their govern¬ 
ment. This discourse of the Roman military 
conduct may also perhaps be of use to such of 
the curious as are ignorant of it, and yet have a 
mind to know it. I return now from this digres¬ 
sion. 

CHAP. VI. 

Piacidus attempts to take Joiapata , and is beaten 
off. Vespasian marches into Galilee. 

§ 1. And now Vespasian, with his son Titus, 
had tarried some time at Ptolemais, and had put 
his army in order. But when Piacidus, who had 
overrun all Galilee, and had besides slain a num¬ 
ber of those whom he had caught, (which were 
only the weaker part of the Galileans, and such 
as were of timorous souls,) saw that the warriors 
ran always to those cities whose walls had been 
built by Josephus, he marched furiously against 
Jotapata, which was of them all the strongest, 
a 3 supposing he should easily take it by a sudden 
surprise, and that he should thereby obtain great 
honor to himself among the commanders, and 
bring a great advantage to them in their future 
campaign; because if this strongest place of 
them all were once taken, the rest would be so 
affrighted as to surrender themselves. But he 
was mightily mistaken in his undertaking; for 
the. men of Jotapata were apprised of his coming 
to attack them, and came out of the city, and ex- 
ected him there. So they fought the Romans 
riskly when they least expected it, being both 
many in number, and prepared for fighting, and 
of great alacrity, as esteeming their country, their 
wives, and their children, to be in danger, and 
easily put the Romans to flight, and wounded 
many of them, and slew seven of them;* be¬ 
cause their retreat was not made in a disorderly 
manner; because the strokes only touched the 
surface of their bodies, which were covered with 
their armor in all parts, and because the Jews 
did rather throw their weapons upon them from 
a great distance, than venture to come hand to 
hand with them, and had only light armor on, 
while the others were completely armed. How¬ 
ever, three men of the Jews’ side were slain, and 
a few wounded: so Piacidus, finding himself un¬ 
able to assault the city, ran away. 

2. But as Vespasian had a great mind to fall 
upon Galilee, he marched out to Ptolemais, 
having put his army into that order wherein the 
Romans used to march. He ordered those auxi¬ 
liaries which were lightly armed, and the archers, 
to march first, that they might prevent any sud¬ 
den insults from the enemy, and might search 
out the woods that looked suspiciously, and were 
capable of ambuscades. .Next to these followed 
that part of the Romans who were completely 
armed, both footmen, and horsemen. Next to 
these followed ten out of every hundred, carry¬ 
ing along with them their arms, and what was 
necessary to measure out a camp withal; and 
after them, such as were to make the road even 
and straight, and if it were any where rough and 
hard to be passed over, to plain it, and to cut 
down thi woods that hindered their march, that 
the army might not be in distress, or tired with 

* I cannot but here observe an eastern way of speak¬ 
ing, frequent anion" them, but not usual among us, 
where the word only or alone is not set down, but, per¬ 
haps, someway supplied by the pronunciation. Thus 
Josephus here says, that those of Jotapata slew seven 
of the Romans, as they were marching off; because the 
Romans’ retreat was regular, their bodies were covered 


their march. Behind these he set such carriages 
of the army as belonged both to himself and to 
the other commanders, with a considerable num¬ 
ber of their horsemen for their security. After- 
tbese he marched himself, having with him a se¬ 
lect body of footmen, and horsemen, and pike- 
men. After these came the peculiar cavalry of 
his own legion, for there were a hundred and 
twenty horsemen that peculiarly belonged to 
everyTegion. Next to these came the mules that 
carried the engines for sieges, and the other 
warlike machines of that nature. After these 
came the commanders of the cohorts and tri¬ 
bunes, having about them soldiers chosen out of 
the rest. Then came the ensigns encompassing 
the eagle, which is at the head of ever}" Roman 
legion, the king and the strongest of all birds, 
which seems to them a signal of dominion, and 
an omen that they shall conquer all against whom 
they march; these sacred ensigns are followed 
by the trumpeters. Then came the main army 
iii their squadrons, and battalions, with six men 
in depth, who were followed at last by a centu¬ 
rion, who, according to custom, observed the 
rest. As for the servants of every legion, they 
all followed the footmen, and led the baggage of 
the soldiers, which was borne by the mules and 
other beasts of burden. But behind all the le¬ 
gions came the whole multitude of the mercena¬ 
ries; and those that brought up the rear came 
last of all for the security of the whole army, 
being both footmen, and those in their armor 
also, with a great number of horsemen. 

3. And thus did Vespasian march with his 
army, and came to the bounds of Galilee, where 
he pitched his camp, and restrained his soldiers, 
who were eager for war; he also showed his 
army to the enemy, in order to affright them, 
and to afford them a season for repentance, to see 
whether they would change their minds before 
it came to a battle, and at the same time he got 
things ready for besieging their strong holds. 
And indeed this sight of the general brought 
many to repent of their revolt, and put them all 
into a consternation; for those that were in Jose¬ 
phus’s camp, which was at the city called Garis, 
not far from Sepphoris, when they heard that the 
war was come near them, and that the Romans 
would suddenly fight them hand to hand, dis¬ 
persed themselves, and fled, not only before they 
came to a battle, but before the enemy ever came 
in sight, while Josephus and a few others were 
left behind; and as he saw that he had not an 
army sufficient to engage the enemy, that the 
spirits of the Jews were sunk, and that the great¬ 
er part would willingly come to terms, it they 
might be credited, he already despaired of the suc¬ 
cess of the whole war, and determined to get as 
far as he possibly could out of danger; so he 
took those that staid along with him, and fled 
to Tiberias. 

CHAP. VII. 

Vespasian , when he had taken the City of Gadara , 

marches to Jotapata. After a long Siege the 

.City is betrayed by a Deserter , and taken by 

Vespasian. 

^ 1. So Vespasian marched to the city of Ga¬ 
dara, and took it upon the first onset, because he 
found it destitute of any considerable number of 
men grown up and fit for war. He came then 
into it, and slew all the youth, the Romans having 
no mercy on anv age whatsoever; and this was 
done out of theliatred they bore the nation, and 
because of the iniquity they had been guilty of 
in the affair of Cestius. Ho also set fire, not 

over with their armor, ami the Jews fought at some dis¬ 
tance: Iiis meaning is clear, that ihese were 1 he rea¬ 
sons whv they slew only, or no more than seven. I 
have met with many tlie'like examples in the s< ripture, 
in Josephus. &c. hut did not note down the prxticular 
places. This observation ought to be borne in mind 
upon many occasions. 
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only to the city itself, but to all the villas and 
small cities that were round about it; some of 
them were quite destitute of inhabitants, and out 
of some of them he carried the inhabitants as 
slaves into captivity. 

2. As to Josephus, his retiring to that city, 
which he chose as the most fit for his security, put 
it into great fear; for the people of Tiberias did 
not imagine that he would have run away, un¬ 
less he had entirely despaired of the success of 
the war. And indeed, as to that point, they were 
not mistaken about his opinion; for he saw whi¬ 
ther the affairs of the Jews would tend at last, 
and was sensible that they had but one way of 
escaping, and that was by repentance. How¬ 
ever, although he expected that the Romans 
would forgive him, yet did he choose to die many 
times over, rather than to betray his country, 
and to dishonor that supreme command of the 
army which had been entrusted with him, or to 
live happily under those against whom he was 
sent to fight. He determined, therefore, to give 
an exact account of affairs to the principal men 
at Jerusalem by a letter, that he might not by 
too much aggrandizing the power of the enemy, 
make them too timorous, nor by relating that 
their power beneath the truth, might encourage 
them to stand out when they were perhaps dis¬ 
posed to repentance. He also sent them word, 
that if they thought of coming to terms, they 
must suddenly write to him an answer; or if 
they resolved upon war, they must send him an 
army sufficient to fight the Romans. According¬ 
ly, he wrote these things, and sent messengers 
immediately to carry his letter to Jerusalem. 

3. Now Vespasian was very desirous of de¬ 
molishing Jotapata, /or he had gotten intelligence 
that the greatest part of the enemy had retired 
thither, and that it was, on other accounts, a place 
of great security to them. Accordingly, he sent 
both footmen and horsemen to level the road, 
which was mountainous and rocky, not without 
difficulty to be travelled over by footmen, but 
absolutely impracticable for horsemen. Now 
these workmen accomplished what they were 
about in four days’ time, and opened a broad 
way for the army. On the fifth day, which was 
the twenty-first of the month Artemisius (Jyar,) 
Josephus prevented him, and came from Tibe¬ 
rias, and went into Jotapata, and raised the 
drooping spirits of the Jews. And a certain de¬ 
serter told this good news to Vespasian, that Jo¬ 
sephus had removed himself thither, which made 
him make haste to the city, as supposing, that 
with taking that, he should take all Judea, in 
case he could but withal get Josephus under his 
power. So he took this news to be of the vastest 
advantage to him, and believed it to be brought 
about by the providence of God, that he who ap¬ 
peared to be the most prudent man of all their 
enemies, had of his own accord shut himself up in 
a place of sure custody. Accordingly, he sent 
Placidus with a thousand horsemen, and Ebutius 
a dccurion, a person that w r as of emincncy both 
in counsel and in action, to encompass tin, city 
round, that Josephus might not escape away pri¬ 
vately. 

4. Vespasian nlso, the very next day, took his 
whole army and followed them, aod by marching 
till late in the evening, arrived then at Jotapata; 
and bringing his army to the northern side of the 
city, he pitched his camp on a certain small hill 
which was seven furlongs from the city, and still 
greatly endeavored to bo well seen by the 
enemy, to put them into a consternation; which 
was indeed so terrible to the Jews immediately, 
that no one of them durst go out beyond the wall. 
Yet did the Romans put off the attack at that 
time, because they had marched all the day, al¬ 
though they placed a double row of battalions 
round the city, with a third row beyond them 
round the whole, which consisted of cavalry, in 


order to stop up every way for an exit; which 
thing making the Jews despair of escaping, ex- 
citea them to act more boldly; for nothing makes 
men fight so desperately in war as necessity. 

5. Now when an assault was made the next 
day by the Romans, the Jews at first stayed 
out of the walls, and opposed them, and met 
them, as having formed tnemselves a camp, be¬ 
fore the city walls. But when Vespasian had set 
against them the archers and slingers, and the 
vvnole multitude that could throw to a great dis¬ 
tance, he permitted them to go to work, while he 
himself, wfth the footmen, got upon an acclivity, 
whence the city might easily be taken. Josephus 
was then in fear for the city, and leaped oul, and 
all the Jewish multitude with him; these felt to- 

ether upon the Romans in great numbers, and 

rove them away from the wall, and performed a 
great many glorious and bold actions. Yet did 
they suffer as much as they made the enemy suf¬ 
fer; for as despair of deliverance encouraged 
the Jews, so did a sense of shame equally en¬ 
courage the Romans. These last had skill as 
well as strength; the other had only courage, 
which armed them and made them fight furiously. 
And when the fight had lasted all day, it was put 
an end to by the coming on of the night. They 
had wounded a great many of the Romans, and 
killed of them thirteen men; of the Jews’ side 
seventeen were slain, and six hundred wounded. 

6. On the next day the Jews made another at¬ 
tack upon the Romans, and went out of the walls, 
and fought a much more desperate battle with 
them than before. For they were now become 
more courageous than formerly, and that on ac¬ 
count of the unexpected good opposition they 
had made the day before; as they found the Ro¬ 
mans also to fight more desperately; for a sense 
of shame inflamed these into a passion, as es¬ 
teeming their failure of a sudden victory to be a 
kind of defeat. Thus did the Romans try to make 
an impression upon the Jews, till the fifth day 
continually, while the people of Jotapata made 
sallies out, and fought at tne walls most despe¬ 
rately; nor were tne Jews affrighted at the 
strength of the enemy, nor were the Romans dis¬ 
couraged at the difficulties they met with in ta¬ 
king the city. 

7. Now Jotapata is almost all of it built on a 
precipice, having on all the other sides of it every 
way valleys immensely deep and steep, insomuch, 
that those who would look down would have their 
sight fail them before it reaches to the bottom. 
It is only to be come at on the north side, where 
the utmost part of the city is built on the moun¬ 
tain, as it ends obliquely at a plain. This moun¬ 
tain Josephus had encompassed with a w all when 
he fortified the city, that its top might not be ca¬ 
pable of being seized upon by the enemies. The 
city is covered all round with other mountains, 
and can noway he seen till a man comes just 
upon it. And this w r as the strong situation of 
Jotapata. 

8. Vespasian, therefore, in order to try how he 
might overcome the natural strength of the 
place, as well as the bold defence of the Jews, 
made a resolution to prosecute the siege with 
vigor. To that end he called the commanders 
that were under him to a council of war, and 
consulted with them which way the assault 
might be managed to the best advantage. And 
when the resolution was there taken to raise a 
bank against that part of the wall which w r as 
practicable, he sent his whole army abroad to get 
the materials together. So when they had cut 
down ail the trees on the mountains that adjoined 
to the city, and had gotten together a vast heap 
of stones, besides the wood they had cut down, 
some of them brought hurdles, in order to avoid 
the effects of the darts that were shot from above 
them. These hurdles they spread over their 
banks, under cover w'hereof they formed their 
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bank, and so were little oj nothing hurt bv the 
darts that were thrown upon them from the wall, 
while others pulled the neighboring hillocks to 
piece*, and perpetually brought earth to them; 
so that while they were busy tnree sorts of ways, 
nobody was idle. However, the Jews cast stones 
from the walls upon the hurdles which protected 
the men, with all sorts of darts also; and the 
noise of what could not reach them was yet so 
terrible, that it was some impediment to the 
workmen. 

9. Vespasian then set the engines for throw¬ 
ing stones and darts round about the city. The 
number of the engines was in all a hunclred and 
sixty; and bade them fall to work, and dislodge 
those that were upon the wall. At the same 
time, such engines as were intended for that 
purpose threw at once lances upon them with a 
great noise, and stones of the weight of a talent 
were thrown by the engines that were prepared 
for that purpose, together with fire, and a vast 
multitude oi arrows, which made the wall so dan¬ 
gerous, that the Jews durst not only not come 
upon it, but durst not come to those parts within 
the walls which were reached by the engines; 
for the multitude of the Arabian archers, as well 
also as all those that threw darts and flung 
stones, fell to work at the same time with the 
engines. Yet did not the others lie still; when 
they could not throw at the Romans from a high¬ 
er place; for they then made sallies out of the 
city, like private robbers, by parties, and pulled 
away the nurdles that covered the workmen, and 
killed them when they were thus naked; and 
when those workmen gave way, these cast away 
the earth that composed the bank, and burnt the 
wooden parts of it, together with the hurdles, 
till at length Vespasian perceived that the inter¬ 
vals there were between the works were of dis¬ 
advantage to him; for those spaces of ground 
afforded the Jews a place for assaulting tne Ro¬ 
mans. So he united the hurdles, and at the same 
time joined one part of the army to the other, 
which preveuted the private excursions of the 
Jews. 

10. And when the bank was now raised, and 
brought nearer than ever to the battlements that 
belonged to the walls, Josephus thought it would 
be entirely wrong in him if he could make no 
contrivance iu opposition to theirs, and that 
might be for the city’s preservation; so he got 
together his workmen, and ordered them to build 
the wall higher; and when they said that this 
was impossible to be done while so many darts 
were thrown at them, he invented this sort of 
cover for them: he bade them fix piles, and ex- 

and before them the raw hides ot oxen, newly 

illed, that these hides, by yielding and hollow¬ 
ing themselves when the stones were thrown at 
them, might receive them; for that the other 
darts would slide off them, and that the fire that 
was thrown would be quenched by the moisture 
that was in them. And these he set before the 
workmen, and under them these workmen went 
on with their works in safety, and raised the wall 
higher, and that both by day and by night, till it 
was twenty cubits high. He also built a good 
number of towe's upon the wall, and fitted to it 
strong battlements. This greatly discouraged 
the Romans, who, in their own opinions, were 
already gotten within the walls, while they were 
now at once astonished at Josephus’s contri¬ 
vance, and at the fortitude of the citizens that 
were in the city. 

11. And now Vespasian was plainly irritated 
at the great subtlety of this stratagem, and at 
the boldness of the citizens of Jotapata; for, 
taking heart again upon the building of this 
wall, they made fresh sallies upon the Romans, 
and had every dav conflicts with them by par¬ 
ties, together with all such contrivances as rob¬ 
bers made use of, and with the plundering of all 


that came to liana as also with the setting fire 
to all the other works; and this till Vespasian 
made his army leave off fighting them, and re¬ 
solved to lie round the city, and to starve them 
into a surrender, as supposing that either they 
would be forced to petition him for mercy by 
want of provisions, or, if they should have the 
courage to hold out till the last, they should 
perish by famine: and he concluded he should 
conquer them the more easily in fighting, if he 
gave them an interval, and then fell upon them 
when they were weakened by famine; but still he 
gave orders that they should guard against their 
coming out of the city. 

12. Now the besieged had plenty of corn with¬ 
in the city, and indeed of all other necessaries, 
but they wanted water, because there was no 
fountain in the city, the people being there usual¬ 
ly satisfied with rain water; yet it is a rare thing 
in that country to have rain in summer; and at 
this season, during the siege, they were in great 
distress for some contrivance "to satisfy their 
thirst; and they were very sad at this time par¬ 
ticularly, as if they were already in want of 
water entirely, for Josephus, seeing that the city 
abounded with other necessaries, and that the 
men were of good courage, and being desirons 
to protract the siege to the Romans longer than 
they expected, ordered their drink to be given 
them by measure; but this scanty distribution 
of water by measure was deemed by them as a 
thing more hard upon them than the want of it; 
and their not being able to drink as much as they 
would, made them more desirous of drinking 
than they otherwise had been; nay, they were 
as much disheartened thereby as if they were 
come to the last degree of thirst. Nor were the 
Romans unacquainted with the state they were 
in, for when they stood over against them, be¬ 
yond the wall, they could see them running to¬ 
gether, and taking their water by measure, which 
made them throw their javelins thither, the place 
being within their reach, and kill a great many 
of them. 

13. Hereupon Vespasian hoped that their re¬ 
ceptacles of water would in no long time be 
emptied, and that they would be forced to deli¬ 
ver up the city to him; but Josephus being mind¬ 
ed to break such his hope, gave command that 
they should wet a great many of their clothes, 
and hang them out about the battlements, till 
the entire wall was of a sudden all wet with the 
running down of the water. At this sight the 
Romans were discouraged, and under conster¬ 
nation, when they saw them able to throw away 
in sport so much water, when they supposed 
them not to have enough to drink themselves. 
This made the Roinau general despair of taking 
the city by their want of necessaries, and to 
betake himself again to arms, and to try to force 
them to surrender, which was what the Jews 
greatly desired; for, as they despaired of either 
themselves or their city being able to escape, 
they preferred a death in battle before one by 
hunger and thirst. 

14. However, Josephus contrived another stra¬ 
tagem besides the foregoing, to get plenty of 
what they wanted. There was a certain rough 
and uneven place that could hardly be ascend¬ 
ed, and on that account was not guarded by the 
soldiers; so Josephus seut out certain persons 
along the western part of the valley, and by 
them sent letters to whom he pleased of the Jews 
that were out of the city, and procured from them 
what necessaries soever taey wanted in the city 
in abundance; he enjoined them also to creep 
generally along by tne watch as they came into 
the city, and to cover their backs with such 
sheep-skins as had their wool upon them, that if 
any one should spy them out in the night time, 
they might be believed to be dogs. This was 
done till the watch perceived their contrivance 
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and encompassed that rough place about them¬ 
selves. 

15. And now it was that Josephus perceived 
that the city could not hold out long, and that his 
own life would be in doubt if he continued in it; 
so he consulted how he and the most potent men 
of the city might fly out of it. When the multi¬ 
tude understood this, they came all round about 
him, and begged of him, “not to overlook them 
while they entirely depended on him, and him 
alone; for that there was still hope of the city’s 
deliverance, if he would stay with them, because 
every body would undertake any painswith great 
cheerfulness on his account, and in that case there 
would be some comfort for them also, though 
they should be taken. That it became him nei¬ 
ther to fly from his enemies, nor to desert his 
friends, nor to leap out of that city, as out of a 
ship that was sinking in a storm, into which he 
came when it was quiet and in a calm; for that 
by going away he would be the cause of drown¬ 
ing the city, because nobody would then venture 
to oppose the enemy when he was once gone, 
upon whom they wholly confided.” 

16. Hereupon Josephus avoided letting them 
know that he was to go away to provide for 
his own safety, but told them, that “he would 
go out of the city for their sakes; for that if he 
staid with them, he should be able to do them 
little good, while they were in a safe condition, 
and that if they were once taken he should only 
perish with them to no purpose; but that if he 
were once gotten free from this siege, he should 
be able to bring them ver} r great relief; for that 
he would then immediately get the Galileans to¬ 
gether out of the country, in great multitudes, 
and draw the Romans off their city by another 
war. That he did not see what advantage he 
could bring to them now by staying among them, 
but only provoke the Romans to besiege them 
more closely, as esteeming it a most valuable 
thing to take him; but that if they were once 
informed that he was fled out of the city, they 
would greatly remit of their eagerness against 
it.” Yet did not this plea move the people, but 
inflamed them the more to hang about him. Ac¬ 
cordingly, both the children and the old men, and 
the women with their infants, came mourning to 
him, and fell dow r n before him, and all of them 
caught hold of his feet, and held him fast, and 
besought him with great lamentations, that he 
would take his share with them in their fortune; 
and I think they did this, not that they envied my 
deliverance, but that they hoped for their own; 
for they could not think they should suffer any 
great misfortune, provided Josephus would but 
stay with them. 

17. Now Josephus thought, that if he resolved 
to stay, it w’onld be ascribed to their entreaties, 
and if he resolved to go away by force, he should 
be put into custody. His commiseration also of 
the people under their lamentations had much 
broken that his eagerness to leave them; so he 
resolved to stay, and arming himself with the 
common despair of the citizens, he said to them, 
“ now is the time to begin to fight in earnest, 
when there is no hope of deliverance left. It 
is a brave thing to prefer glory before, life, and 
to set about some such noble undertaking as 
may be remembered by late posterity.” Having 
said this, he fell to work immediately, and made 
a sally, and dispersed the enemies’ ont-guards, 
and ran as far as the Homan camp itself, and pull¬ 
ed the coverings of their tents to pieces, that 
were upon their banks, and set fire to their works. 
And this was the manner in which he never left 
off fighting, neither the. next day, nor the day 
after it, but went on with it for a considerable 
number of both days and nights. 

13. Upon this, Vespasian, when he saw the 
Romans distressed by these sallies, (though they 
were ashamed to be made to run away by the 


Jews; and when at any time they made the Jews 
run away, their heavy armor w'ould not let them 
pursue them far, while the Jews, when they had 
performed any action, and before they could be 
nurt themselves, still retired into the city,) order¬ 
ed his armed men to avoid their onset, and not 
fight it out with men under desperation, while 
nothing is more courageous than despair; but that 
their violence would be quenched when they saw 
they failed of their purposes, as fire is quenched 
when it wants fuel; and that it was most proper 
for the Romans to gain their victories as cheap 
as they could, since they are not forced to fight, 
but only to enlarge their own dominions. So he 
repelled the Jews in a great measure by the Ara¬ 
bian archers, and the Syrian slingers, and by 
those that threw stones at them, nor was there 
any intermission of the great number of their 
offensive engines. Now the Jews suffered greatly 
by these engines, without being able to escape 
from them, and when these engines threw stones 
or javelins a great way, and the Jews were with¬ 
in their reach, they pressed hard upon the Ro¬ 
mans, and fought desperately, without sparing 
either soul or body, one part succoring another 
by turns, when it was tired down. 

19. When, therefore. V r espasian looked upon 
himself as in a manner besieged by these sallies 
of the Jews, and when his banks were now not 
far from the walls, he determined to make use 
of bis battering ram. This battering ram is a 
vast beam of wood like the mast of a ship; its 
forepart is armed with a thick piece of iron at the 
head of it, which is so carved as to be like the 
head of a ram, whence its name is taken. This 
ram is slung in the air by ropes passing over its 
middle, ana is hung like the balance in a pair of 
scales from another beam, and braced by strong 
beams that pass on both sides of it, in the nature 
of a cross. When this is pulled backward by a 
great number of men with united force, and then 
thrust forward by the same men, with a mighty 
noise, it batters the wall with that iron part 
which is prominent. Nor is there any tower so 
strong, or walls so broad, that can resist any 
more than its first batteries, but all are forced to 
yield to it at last. This was the experiment 
which the Roman general betook himself to, 
when he was eagerly bent upon taking the city; 
but found lying in the field so long to be to his 
disadvantage, because the Jews would never let 
him be quiet. So these Romans brought the 
several engines for galling an enemy nearer to 
the walls, that they might reach such as were 
upon the wall, and endeavored to frustrate their 
attempts: these threw stones and javelins at 
them; in the like manner did the archers and 
slingers come both together closer to the wall. 
This brought matters to such a pass that none of 
the Jews durst mount the walls; and then it was 
that the other Romans brought the battering 
rani that was cased with hurdles all over, and in 
the upper part was secured with skins that co¬ 
vered it, and this both for the security of them¬ 
selves and of the eugine. Now, at the very first 
stroke of this engine, the wall was shaken, and a 
terrible clamor was raised by the people within 
the city, as if they w ere already taken. 

20. And now r , when Josephus saw this ram still 
battering the same place, and that the wall would 
quickly be thrown down by it, he resolved to 
elude for a while the force of the engine: with 
this design he gave orders to fill sacks with chaff 
and to hang them down before that place where 
they saw the ram always battering, that the 
stroke might be turned aside, or that the place 
might feel less of the strokes by the yielding na 
ture of the chaff. This contrivance very much 
delayed the attempts of the Romans, because, 
let them remove their engines to what part they 
pleased, those that were above it removed their ' 
sacks, and placed them over against the strokes 
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it made, insomuch that the wall was noway hurt, 
and this by diversion of the strokes, till the Ro¬ 
mans made an opposite contrivance of long poles, 
and by tying hooks at their ends, cut off the 
sacks. Now when the battering ram thus re¬ 
covered its force, and the wall, having been but 
newly built, was giving way, Josephus and those 
about him had afterward immediate recourse to 
fire to defend themselves withal; whereupon 
they took what materials soever they had that 
were but dry, and made a sally three ways, and 
set fire to the machines and the hurdles, and the 
banks pf the Romans themselves; nor did the 
Romans well know how to come to their assist¬ 
ance, being at once under a consternation at the 
Jews’ boldness, and being prevented by the 
flames from coming to their assistance; for the 
materials being dry with the bitumen and pitch 
that were among them, as was brimstone also, 
the fire caught hold of every thing immediately, 
and what cost the Romans a great deal of pains 
was iu one hour consumed. 

21. And here a certain Jew appeared worthy 
of our relation and commendation; he was the 
son of Sameas, and was called Eleazar, and was 
born at Saab, in Galilee. This man took up a 
stone of a vast bigness, and threw it down from 
the wall upon the ram, and this with so great a 
force that it broke off the head of the engine. He 
also leaped down, and took up the head of the 
ram from the midst of them, and without any 
concern carried it to the top of the wall, and this 
while he stood as a fit mark to be pelted by all 
his enemies. Accordingly, he received the strokes 
upon his naked body, and was wounded with five 
darts: nor did he mind any of them while he 
went up to the top of the wall, where he stood in 
the sight of them all, as au instance of the great¬ 
est boldness; after which, he drew himselt on a 
heap with his wounds upon him, and fell down 
together with the head of the ram. Next to him, 
two brothers showed their courage; their names 
were Netir and Philip, both of them of the village 
Ruma, and both of them Galileans also; these 
men leaped upon the soldiers of the tenth legion, 
and fell upon the Romans with such a noise and 
force as to disorder their ranks, and to put to flight 
all upon whomsoever they made their assaults. 

22. After these men’s performances, Josephus, 
and the rest of the multitude with him, took a 
great deal of fire, and burnt both the machines 
and their coverings, with the works belonging to 
the fifth and to the tenth legion, which they put 
to flight; when others followed them immediately, 
and buried those instruments and all their mate¬ 
rials underground. However, about the evening, 
the Romans erected the battering ram again, 
against that part of the wall which had suffered 
before; where a certain Jew that defended the 
city from the Romans, hit Vespasian with a dart 
in his foot, and wounded him a little, the distance 
being so great, that no mighty impression could 
be made by the dart thrown so far off. However, 
this caused the greatest disorder among the Ro¬ 
mans; for when those who stood near him saw 
his blood, they were disturbed at it, and a report 
went abroad, through the whole army, that the 
general was wounded, while the greatest part 
left the siege, and came running together with 
surprise and fear to the general; and before them 
all came Titus, out of the concern he had for his 
father, insomuch that the multitude were in 
great confusion, and this, out of the regard they 
had for their general, and by reason of tne agony 
that the son was in. Yet did Vespasian soon put 
an end to the son’s fear, and to the disorder the 
army was under, for being superior to his pains, 
and endeavoring soon to be seen by all that had 
been in a fright about him, he excited them to 
fight the Jews more briskly; for now every body 
was willing to expose himself to danger imme¬ 
diately, in order to avenge their general; and 


then they encouraged one anoth'er with load 
voices, and ran hastily to the walls. 

23. Bu still Josephus and those with him, al¬ 
though tht \ fell down dead one upoQ another by 
the darts and stones which the engines threw 
upon them, jet did not they desert the wall, bat 
fell upon those who managed the ram, under the 
protection of the hurdles, with fire, and iron 
weapons, and stones; and these could do little or 
nothing, but fell themselves perpetually, while 
they were seen by those w’hom they could not 
see, for the light of their own flame 3hone about 
them, and made them a most visible mark to the 
enemy,, as they were in the day time, while the 
engines could not be seen at a great distaace, 
and so what was thrown at them was hard to be 
avoided; for the force with which these engines 
threw stones and darts made them hurt several 
at a time, and the violent force of the stoaes that 
were cast by the engines was so great, that they 
carried away the pinnacles of the wall, and broke 
off the corners of the towers; for no body of 
men could be so strong as not to be overthrown 
to the last rank by the largeness of the stones. 
And any one may learn the force of the engines 
by what happened this very night: for as one 
of those that stood round about Josephus was 
near the wall, his head was carried away by 
such a stone, and his skull was flung as far as 
three furlongs. In the day-time also, a woman 
with child had her belly so violently struck, as 
she was just come out of her house, that the in¬ 
fant was carried to the distance of half a furlong, 
so great was the force of that engine. The noise 
of the instruments themselves was very terrible; 
the sound of the darts and stones that were 
thrown by them was so also; of the same sort 
was that noise the dead bodies made, when they 
were dashed against the wall; and indeed dread¬ 
ful was the clamor which these things raised in 
the women within the city, which was echoed 
back at the same time by the cries of such at 
were slain; while the whole space of ground 
whereon they fought ran with blood; and the 
wall might have been ascended over by bodies 
of the dead carcasses; the mountains also con¬ 
tributed to increase the noise by their echoes, nor 
was there on that night any thing of terror want¬ 
ing, that could either affect the hearing or the 
sight; yet did a great part of those that fought 
so hard for Jotapata fall manfully, as were a 
great part of them wounded. However, the 
morning watch was come ere the wall yielded to 
the machines employed against it, though it had 
been battered without intermission. However, 
those within covered their bodies with their ar¬ 
mor, and raised works over against that part 
which was thrown down, before those machines 
were laid, by which the Romans were to ascead 
into the city. 

24. In the morning Vespasian got his army to¬ 
gether, in order to take the city [by storm,] after 
a little recreation upon the hard pains they had 
been at the night before; and as he was desirous 
to draw off those that opposed him from the 
places where the wall had been thrown down, he 
made the most courageous of the horsemen get 
off their horses, and placed them in three ranks 
over against thAe ruins of the wall, but covered 
with their armor on every side, and with poles 
in their hands, that so these might begin their 
ascent as soon as the instruments for such ascent 
were laid; behind them he placed the flower of 
the footmen; but for the rest of the horse, he 
ordered them to extend themselves over against 
the wall, upon the whole hilly country, iu order 
to prevent any from escaping out ot' the city 
when it should be taken; and behind these he 
placed the archers round about, and commanded 
them to have all their darts ready to shoot. The 
same commands he gave to the’slingers, and to 
those that mauaged the engines and bade them to 
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take up other ladders, and have them ready to lay. 
upon those parts of the wall which were yet un¬ 
touched, that the besieged might be engaged in 
trying to hinder their ascent by them, and leave 
the guard of the parts that were thrown down, 
while the rest of them should be overborne by 
the darts cast at them, and might afford his men 
an entrance into the city. 

25. But Josephus, understanding the meaning 
of Vespa a 'an’s contrivance, set the old men, to¬ 
gether with those that were tired out, at the sound 
parts of the wall, as expecting no harm from 
those quarters, but set tne strongest of his men 
at the place where the wall was broken down, 
and before them all six men by themselves, among 
whom he took his share of the first and greatest 
danger. He also gave orders, that “when the 
legions made a shout they should stop their ears, 
that they might not be affrighted at it, and that, 
to avoid the multitude of the enemies’darts, they 
should bend down on their knees, and cover them¬ 
selves with their shields, and that they should re¬ 
treat a little backward for a while, till the arch¬ 
ers should have emptied their quivers; but that, 
when the Romans should lay their instruments 
for ascending the walls, they should leap out on 
the sudden, and with their own instruments 
should meet the enemy, and that every one 
should strive to do the best, in order, not to de¬ 
fend his own city, as if it were possible to be pre¬ 
served, but in order to revenge it, when it was 
already destroyed: and that they should set be¬ 
fore their eyes how their old men were to be 
slain, and their children and wives were to be 
killed immediately by the enemy; and that they 
would beforehand spend all their fury on account 
of the calamities just coming upon them, and 
pour it out on the actors.” 

26. And thus did Josephus dispose of both his 
bodies of men; but then for the useless part of 
the citizens, the women and children, when they 
saw their city encompassed by a threefold army, 
(for none of the usual guards, that had been 
fighting before, were removed,) when they also 
saw, not only the walls thrown down, but their 
enemies, with swords in their hands, as also the 
hilly country above them, shining with their wea¬ 
pons, and the darts in the haacls of the Arabian 
archers, they made a final and lamentable outcry 
of the destruction, as if the misery were not only 
threatened, but actually come upon them already. 
But Josephus ordered the women to be shut up 
in their houses, lest they should render the war¬ 
like actions of the men too effeminate, by making 
them commiserate their condition, and command¬ 
ed them to hold their peace, and threatened them 
if they did not, while he came himself before the 
breach, where his allotment wns; for all those 
who brought ladders to the other places, he took 
no notice of them, but earnestly waited for the 
shower of arrows that was coming. 

27. And now the trumpeters of the several 
Roman legions sounded together, and the army 
made a terrible shout, and the darts, as by order, 
flew so fast, that they intercepted the light. How¬ 
ever, Josephus’s men remembered the charges 
he hnd given them; they stopped their ears at 
the sounds, and covered their l)t#lies against the 
darts; and as to the engines that were set ready 
to go to work, the Jews ran out upon them, be¬ 
fore those that should have used them were got¬ 
ten upon them. And now, on the ascending of 
the soldiers, there was a great conflict, and many 
actions of the hands, and of the soul, were exhi¬ 
bited, while the Jews did earnestly endeavor, in 
the extreme danger they were in* not to show 
less courage than those who, without being in 
danger, fought so stoutly against them, nor did 
they leave struggling with tne Romans till they 
either fell down dead themselves, or killed their 
antagonists. But the Jews grew wearv with de¬ 
fending themselves continually, and haJ not enow 


to come in their places, and succor them; whiFo 
on the side of the Romans fresh men still suc¬ 
ceeded those that were tired, and still new men 
soon got upon the machines for ascent, in the 
room of those that were thrust down, those encou- 
raging one another, and joining side to side with 
their shields, which w ere a protection to them, 
they became a body of men not to be broken, 
and as this band thrust away the Jew's, as though 
they were themselves but one body, they began 
already to get upon the wall. 

23. Then did Josephus take necessity for his 
counsellor in this utmost distress, (which neces¬ 
sity is very sagacious in invention when it is irri¬ 
tated by despair,) and gave orders to pour scald¬ 
ing oil upon those whose shields protected them. 
Whereupon they soon got it ready, being many 
that brought it, and what they brought being a 
great quantity also, and poured it on all sides 
upon tne Romans, and tnreiv down upon them 
their vessels as they w'ere still hissing from the 
heat of the fire; this so burnt the Romans, that 
it dispersed that united band, who now tumbled 
down from the wall, with horrid pains, for the oil 
did easily run down the whole body from head to 
foot, under their entire armor, and fed upon 
their flesh like flame itself, its fat and unctuous 
nature renderingitsoon heated, and slowly cooled, 
and as the men were cooped up in their head- 
pieces and breast-plates, they could in no way get 
free from this burning oil; they could only leap 
and roll about in their pains, as they fell down 
from the bridges they had laid. And as they 
thus were beaten back, and retired to their own 
party, who still pressed them forward, they were 
easily w'oundcd by those that were behind them. 

29. However, in this ill success of the Romans 
their courage did not fail them, nor did the Jew9 
want prudence to oppose them; for the Romans, 
although they saw their own men throw'n down, 
and in a miserable condition, yet were they ve¬ 
hemently bent against those that poured the o'd 
upon them, while every one reproached the man 
before him as a coward, and one that hindered 
him from exerting himself; and while the Jews 
made use of another stratagem to prevent their 
ascent, and poured boiling fenugreek upon the 
boards in order to make them slip and fall down; 
by which means neither could those that were 
coming up, nor those that were going down, 
stand on their feet; but some of them fell back¬ 
ward upon the machines on which they ascend¬ 
ed, and were trodden upon; many of them fell 
down upon the bank they had raised, and when 
they were fallen upon it, were slain by the Jews; 
for Vhen the Romans could not keep their feet, 
the Jews being freed from fighting hand to hand, 
had leisure to throw their darts at them. So the 
general called off those soldiers in the evening 
that had suffered so sorely, of whom the number 
of the slain wa not a tew, while that of the 
wounded wa3 s' il greater; but of the people of 
Jotapata no m re than six men were killed, al- 

I though more than three hundred were carried off 
wounded. This fight happened on the twentieth 
day of the month Desius [Sivan.] 

30. Hereupon Vespasian comforted his army 
on occasion of what happened; and as he found 
them angry indeed, but rather wanting somewhat 
to do than any further exhortations, he gave 
orders to raise the banks still higher, and to erect 
three towers, each fifty feet high, and that they 
should cover them with plates of iron on every 
side, that thev might be both firm by their weight, 
and not easify liable to be set on fire. These 
towers he set upon the banks, and placed upon 
them such as could shoot darts aud arrows, with 
the lighter engines for throwing stones and darts 
also; and besides the.-c he set upon them the 
stoutest men among the slingers, who not being 
to be seen by reason of the height they stood 
upon, and the battlements that protected them 
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might throw their weapons at those that were 
upon the wall, and were easily seen by them. 
Hereupon the Jews, not being easily able to 
escape those darts that were thrown down upon 
their heads, nor to avenge themselves on those 
whom they could not see, and perceiving that the 
height of the towers was so great, that a dart 
which they threw with their hand could hardly 
reach it, and that the iron places about them made 
it very hard to come at them by fire, they ran 
away from the walls, and fled hastily out of the 
city, and fell upon those that shot at them. And 
thus did the people of Jotapata resist the Ro- 
mans, while a great number of them were every 
day killed, without their being able to retort the 
evil upon their enemies, nor could they keep them 
out ot the city without danger to themselves. 

31. About this time it was that Vespasian sent 
out Trajan against a city called Japha, that lay 
near to Jotapata, and that desired innovations, 
and was puffed up with the unexpected length of 
the opposition ol Jotapata. This Trajan was the 
commander of the tenth legion, and to him Ves¬ 
pasian committed one thousand horsemen, and 
two thousand footmen. When Trajan came to 
the city, he found it hard to be taken, for besides 
the natural strength of its situation, it was also 
secured by a double wall; but when he saw the 
people of this city coming out of it, and ready to 
fight him, he joined battle with them, and after 
a short resistance which they made, he pursued 
after them; and as they fled to their first wall, 
the Romans followed them so closely that they 
fell in together with them; but when the Jews 
were endeavoring to get again within their se¬ 
cond wall, their fellow-citizens shut them out, as 
being afraid that the Romans would force them¬ 
selves in with them. It was certainly God there¬ 
fore who brought the Romans to punish the Ga¬ 
lileans, and did then expose the people of the city 
every one of them manifestly to be destroyed by 
their bloody enemies; for they fell upon the gates 
in great crowds; and earnestly calling to those 
that kept them, and that by their names also, yet 
had they their throats cut in the very midst of 
their supplications; for the enemy shut the gates 
of the first wall, and their own citizens shut the 
gates of the second, so they were enclosed be¬ 
tween two walls, and were slain in great num¬ 
bers together; many of them were run through 
by swords of their own men, and many by their 
own swords, besides an immense number that 
were slain by the Romans. Nor had they any 
courage to revenge themselves; for there was 
added to the consternation they were in from the 
enemy, their heing betrayed by their own friends, 
which quite broke their spirits; and at last they 
died, cursing not the Romans, but their own citi¬ 
zens, till they were all destroyed, being in num¬ 
ber twelve thousand. So Trajan gathered that 
the city was empty of people that could fight, 
and although there should a few of them be 
therein, he supposed that they would be too timo¬ 
rous to venture upon any opposition; so he re¬ 
served the taking of the city to the general. Ac¬ 
cordingly, he sent messengers to Vespasian, and 
desired him to send his son Titus to finish the 
victory he had gained. Vespasian hereupon 
imagining there might be some pains still neces¬ 
sary, sent his son with an army of five hundred 
horsemen, and one thousand footmen. So he 
came quickly to the city, and put his army in 
order, and set Trajan over the left wing, while he 
had the right himself, and led them to the siege: 
and when the soldiers brought ladders to be laid 
against the wall on every side, the Galileans op¬ 
posed them from above for a while, but soon after¬ 
ward they left the walls. Then did Titus's men 
leap into the city, and seized upon it presently; 
but when those that were in it were gotten to¬ 
gether, there was a fierce battle between them; 
ipr the men of power fell upon the Romans in 
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the narrow streets, and the women threw what¬ 
soever came next to hand at them, and sustained 
a fight with them for six hours’ time; but when 
the fighting men were spent, the rest of ttie mul¬ 
titude had their throats cut, partly in the open 
air, and partly in their own houses, both young 
and old together. So there were no males now 
remaining besides infants, who, with the women, 
were carried as slaves into captivity; so that the 
number of the slain both now in the city, and at 
the former fight, was fifteen thousand, and the 
captives were two thousand one hundred and 
thirty. This calamity befell the Galileans on 
the twenty-fifth day of the month Desius [Si van.] 

32. Nor did the Samaritans escape their share 
of misfortunes at this time; for they assembled 
themselves together upon the mountain called 
Gerizzim, which is with them a holy mountain, 
and there they remained; which collection of 
theirs, as well as the courageous minds they 
showed, could not but threaten somewhat ot 
war; nor were they rendered wiser by the mise¬ 
ries that had come upon their neighboring ci¬ 
ties. They also, notwithstanding tne great suc¬ 
cess the Romans had, marched on in an unrea¬ 
sonable manner, depending on their own strength, 
and were disposed for any tumult upon its first 
appearance. Vespasian therefore thought it best 
to prevent their motions, and to cut off the foun¬ 
dation of their attempts. For although all Sa¬ 
maria had ever garrisons settled among them, 
yet did the number of those that were come to 
mount Gerizzim, and their conspiracy together, 
give ground to fear what they would be at: he 
therefore sent thither Cerealis, the commander 
of the fifth legion, with six hundred horsemen 
and three thousand footmen, who did not think it 
safe to go up the mountain, and give them battle, 
because many of the enemy were on the higher 

f >art of the ground; so he encompassed all the 
ower part of the mountain with his army, and 
watched them all that day. Now it happened 
that the Samaritans, who were now destitute of 
water, were inflamed with a violent heat, (for it 
was summer time, and the multitude had not 
provided themselves with necessaries,) insomuch 
that some of them died that very day with heat, 
while others of them preferred slavery before 
such a death as that was, and fled to the Romans; 
by whom Cerealis understood, that those who still 
stayed there were very much broken by their mis¬ 
fortunes. So he went up the mountain, and ha¬ 
ving placed his forces round about the enemy, he, 
in the first place, exhorted them to take the secu¬ 
rity of his right hand, and come to terms with 
him, and thereby save themselves; and nssurecl 
them, that if they would lay down their arms, 
he wouid secure them from any harm; but when 
he could not prevail with them, he fell upon them 
and slew them all, being in number eleven thou¬ 
sand six hundred. This was done on the twenty- 
seventh day of the month Desius [Sivan.] And 
these were the calamities that befell the Samari¬ 
tans at this time. 

33. Rut as the people of Jotapata still held out 
manfully, and bore up under tneir miseries be- 
jond all that could be hoped for, on the forty-se¬ 
venth day [of the siege] the banks cast up by the 
Romans were become higher than the wall: on 
which day a certain deserter went to Vespasian, 
mid told him how few were left in the city, and 
how weak they were, and that they had been so 
worn out with perpetual watching, and as per¬ 
petual fighting, that thev could not now oppose 
any force that came against them, and that they 
might be taken by stratagem, if any one would 
attack them; for that about the last watch of the 
night, when thev thought they might have some 
rest from the hardships they were under, ami 
when a morning sleep used to come upon them, 
as they were thoroughly weary, he said the 
watch used to fall asleep; accordingly, his nd- 
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vice was, that they should make their attack at 
that h~ur. Out Vespasian had a suspicion about 
this deserter, as knowing- how faithful the Jews 
were to one another, and how much they despis¬ 
ed any punishments that could be inflicted on 
them-, this last, because one of the people of Jo- 
tapata had undergone all sorts of torments, and 
inough they made him pass through a fiery trial , 
of his enemies in his examination, yet would he 
,nform them nothing of the affairs within the 
city, and, as he was crucified, smiled at them. 
However, the probability there was in the rela¬ 
tion itself, did partlv confirm the truth of what 
the deserter told them, and they thought he 
might probably speak the truth. However, Ves¬ 
pasian thought they should be no great sufferers 
if the report was a sham; so he commanded them 
to keep the man in custody, and prepared the 
army for taking the city. 

34. According to which resolution they march¬ 
ed without noise, at the hour that had been told 
them, to the wall; and it was Titus himself that 
first got upon it, with one of his tribunes, Domi- 
tius Sabinus, and had a few of the fifteenth le¬ 
gion along with him. So they cut the throats of 
the watch, and entered the city very quietly. 
After these came Cerealis the tribune, and Pla- 
cidus, and led on those that were under them. 
Now when the citadel was taken, and the enemy 
were in the very midst of the city, and when it 
was already day, yet was not the taking of the 
city known by those that held it; for a great 
many of them were fast asleep, and a great mist, 
which then by chance fell upon the city, hinder¬ 
ed those that got up from distinctly seeing the 
case they were in, till the whole Roman army was 
gotten in, and they were raised up only to find 
the miseries they were under; ana as they were 
slaying, they perceived the city was taken. And 
for the Romans, they so well remembered what 
they had suffered during the siege, that they spar¬ 
ed none, nor pitied any, but drove the people 
down the precipice from the citadel, and slew 
them as they drove them down; at which time 
the difficulties of the place hindered those that 
were still able to fignt from defending them¬ 
selves; for as they were distressed in the narrow 
streets, and could not keep their feet sure along 
the precipices, they were overpowered with the 
crowd of those that came fighting them from the 
citadel. This provoked a great many, even of 
those chosen men that were about Josephus, to 
kill themselves with their own hands; for when 
they saw that they could kill none of the Ro¬ 
mans, they resolved to prevent being killed by 
the Romans, and got together in great num¬ 
bers in the utmost parts of the city, and killed 
themselves. 

35. However, such of the watch as at first per¬ 
ceived they were taken, and ran away as fast as 
they could, went up into one of the towers on the 
north side of the city, and for a while defended 
themselves there; but as they were encompass¬ 
ed with a multitude of enemies, they tried to 
use their right hands when it was too late, and 
at length they cheerfully offered their necks to 
be cut off by those that stood over them. And 
the Romans might have boasted that the conclu¬ 
sion of that siege wns without blood [on their 
side,] if there had not been a centurion, Anto- 
nius, who was slain at the taking of the city. 
His death was occasioned bv the following trea¬ 
chery; for there was one o( those that were fled 
into the. caverns, which were a great number, 
who desired that this Antonius would reach him 
his right hand for his security, and would assure 
him that he would preserve him, and give him 
his assistance in getting up out of the cavern; 
accordingly, he incautiously reached him out his 
right hand, when the other man prevented him, 
and stabbed him under his loins with a spear, and 
killed him immediately. 


36. And on this day it was that the Ronlans 
slew all the multitude that appeared openly; but 
on the following days they searched the hiding 
places, and fell upoD those that were under 
ground, and in tne caverns, and went thus 
through every age, excepting the infants and the 
women, and of these there were gathered toge¬ 
ther as captives twelve hundred; and as for 
those that were slain at the taking of the city, 
and in the former fights, they were numbered to 
be forty thousand. So Vespasian gave order that 
the city should be entirely demolished, and all 
the fortifications burnt down. And thus was Jo- 
tapala taken, in the thirteenth year of the reign 
of Nero, on the first day of the month Panemui 
[Tamuz.] 

CHAP. VIII. 

How Josephus was discovered by a JVoman, and 
was willing to deliver himself up to the Ro¬ 
mans; and what Discourse he had with his 
own Men, when they endeavored to hinder him; 
and what he said to Vespasian , when he was 
brought to him; and in what Manner Vespasian 
used him afterward. 

5 1. And now the Romans searched for Jose- 
hus, both out of the hatred they bore him, and 
ecause their general was very desirous to have 
him taken; for he reckoned that if he were once 
taken, the greatest part of the war would be 
over. They then searched among the dead, and 
looked into’ the most concealed recesses of the 
city; but as the city was first taken, he was as¬ 
sisted by a certain supernatural providence; for 
he withdrew himself from the enemy wheu he 
was in the midst of them, and leaped into a cer¬ 
tain deep pit, whereto there adjoined a large den 
at one side of it, which den could not be seen by 
those that were above ground; and here he met 
with forty persons of eminence that had conceal¬ 
ed themselves, and with provisions enough to 
satisfy them for not a few days. So in the day 
time he hid himself from the enemy, who had 
seized upon all places, and in the night time he 
got up out of the den, and looked about for some 
way of escaping, and took exact notice of the 
watch; but as all places were guarded every 
where on his account, that (here was no way of 
getting off unseen, he w ent down again into the 
den. Thus he concealed himself two days; but on 
the third day, when they had taken a woman who 
had been with them, he was discovered. Where¬ 
upon Vespasian sent immediately and zealously 
two tribunes, Paulinus and Galicanus, and order¬ 
ed them to give Josephus their right hands as a 
security for his life, and to exhort him to come up. 

2. So they came and invited the man to come 
up, and gave him assurances that his life should 
be preserved; but they did not prevail with him; 
tor he gathered suspicions from the probability 
there was that one who had done so many things 
against the Romans, must suffer for it, though 
not from the mild temper of those that invited 
him. However, he was afraid that Jie was invi¬ 
ted to come up in order to be punished, until Ves¬ 
pasian sent besides these a third tribune, Niea- 
nor, to him; he was one that was well known to 
Josephus, and had been his familiar acquaintance 
in old time. When he was come, he enlarged 
upon the natural mildness of the Romans to¬ 
wards those they have once conquered, and told 
him, that he had’behaved himself so valiantly, that 
the commanders rather admired than hated him; 
that the general was very desirous to have him 
brought to him, not in order to punish him, for 
that he could do though he should not come vo¬ 
luntarily, but that he was determined to preserve 
a man of his courage. He moreover added this, 
that Vespasian, had he been resolved to impose 
upon him, would not have sent to him a friend 
or his own, nor put the fairest color upon the 
vilest action, by pretending friendship and mean- 
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ing perfidiousnes9, nor would he have himself 
acquiesced, or come to him, had it been to de¬ 
ceive him. 

3. Now as Josephus began to hesitate with 
himself about Nicanor’s proposal, the soldiery 
were so angry, that they ran hastily to set fire 
to the den; but the tribune would not permit 
them so to do, as being very desirous to take the 
man alive. And now as Nicanor lay hard at Jo¬ 
sephus to comply, and he understood how the 
multitude of the enemies threatened him, he 
called to mind the dreams which he had dream¬ 
ed in the night time, whereby God had signified 
to him beforehand both the future calamities of 
the Jew’s, and the events that concerned the Ro¬ 
man emperors. Now Josephus was able to give 
shrewd conjectures about the interpretation of 
such dreams as have been ambiguously deliver¬ 
ed by God. Moreover, he was not unacquainted 
with the prophecies contained in the sacred 
books, as, being a priest himself, and of the pos¬ 
terity of priests; and just then was he in an ec¬ 
stasy, and setting before him the tremendous 
images of the dreams he had lately had, he put 
up a secret prayer to God, and said, “ Since it 
pleaseth thee, who hast created the Jewish na¬ 
tion, to depress the same, and since all their 
good fortune is gone over to the Romans, and 
since thou hast made choice of this soul of mine 
to foretell what is to come to pass hereafter, l 
willingly give them my hands, and am content 
to live. And I protest openly, that I do not go 
over to the Romans as a deserter of the Jews, 
but as a minister from thee.” 

4. When lie said this, he complied with Nica¬ 
nor’s invitation. But when those Jew's who had 
lltd w’ith him, understood that he yielded to 
those that invited him to come up, they came 
about him in a body, and cried out, “Nay, in¬ 
deed, now may the law s of our forefathers, w hich 
God ordained himself, well groan to purpose; 
that God, we meao, who hath created the souls 
of the Jews of such a temper, that they despise 
death. O Josephus! art tnou still fond of life? 
and canst thou bear to see the light in a state of 
slavery? How soon hast thou forgotten thyself? 
How many hast thou persuaded to lose their 
lives for liberty? Thou hast therefore had a 
false reputation for manhood, and a like false 
reputation for wisdom, if thou canst hope for 
preservation from those against whom thou hast 
fought so zealously, and art, however, willing to 
be preserved by them, if they be in earnest. But 
although the good fortune of the Romans hath 
made tnee forget thyself, we ought to take care 
that the glory of our forefathers may not be tar¬ 
nished. We will lend thee our right hand and a 
sword; and if thou wilt die willingly, thou wilt 
die as a general of the Jews; but it unwillingly, 
thou wilt die as a traitor to them.” As soon as 
they said this, they began to thrust their su'ords 
at him, and threatened they would kill him, if he 
thought of yielding to the Romans. 

5. Upon this, Josephus w'as afraid of their at¬ 
tacking him, and yet thought he should be a be¬ 
trayer of the commands of God, if he died before 
they were delivered. So he began to talk like 
a philosopher to them in the distress lie was 
then in, when he said thus to them: “O my 
friends, why are we so earnest to kill ourselves? 
and why do we set our soul and body, which are 
such dear companions, at such variance? Can 
any one pretend that I am not the man I was for¬ 
merly? Nav, the Romans are sensible how the 
matter stands well enough. It is a brave thing to 
die in w r ar; but so that it be according to the law 
of war, by the hand of conquerors. If, therefore, 
I avoid death from the sword of the Romans, I am 
truly worthy to be killed by my own sword, and 
my own hand: but if they admit of mercy, and 
would spare their enemy, how much more ought 
we to have mercy upon ourselves, and to spare 
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ourselves? For it is certainly a foolish thing to 
do that to ourselves which we quarrel with them 
for doing to us. I confess freely, that it is a brave 
thing to die for liberty; but still so that it be in 
war, and done by those w'ho take that liberty 
from us; but in the present case our enemies do 
neither meet us in battle, nor do they kill us. 
Now, he i3 equally a coward who will not die 
w’hen he is obliged to die, and he who will die 
when he is not obliged so to do. What are we 
afraid of, when we will not go up to the Romans? 
Is it death? Ifso, what we are afraid of when we 
but suspect our enemies will inflict it on us, shall 
we inflict it on ourselves forcertain? But it may 
be said, we must be slaves. And are we then in 
a clear state of liberty at present? It may also 
be said, that it is a manly act for one to kill him¬ 
self. No, certainly, but a most unmanly one; 
as I should esteem that pilot to be an arrant 
coward, who, out of fear of a storm, should sink 
his ship of his own accord. Now, self-murder is 
a crime most remote from the commou nature of 
all animals, and an instance of impiety against 
God our Creator: nor indeed is there any animal 
that dies by its own contrivance, or by its own 
means, for the desire of life is a law engraven in 
them all; on which account we deem those that 
openly take it away from us to be our enemies, 
and tl lose that do it by treachery are punished 
for so doing. And do not you think that God is 
very angry when a man doth injury to wljat he 
hath bestowed on him? For from him it is that 
we have received our being, and we ought to leave 
it to his disposal to take that being away from us. 
The bodies of all men are indeed mortal, and are 
created outof corruptible matter; nt the soul is 
ever immortal, and is a portion of the divinity 
that inhabits our bodies. Besides, ifany one de¬ 
stroys or abuses a depositum he hath received 
from a mere man, he is esteemed a wicked and per¬ 
fidious person; but then ifany one cast out ot his 
body this divine depositum, can we imagine that, 
he who is thereby affronted does not know of it? 
Moreover, our law justly ordains that slaves which 
run away from their masters shall be punished, 
though the masters they run asvay from may 
have been wicked masters to them. And shall 
we endeavor to run away from God, who is 
the best of all masters, and not think ourselves 
highly guilty of impiety? Do not you know that 
those who depart out of this life, according to 
the law of nature, and pay that debt which was 
received from God, when he that lent it us is 
pleased to require it back again, enjoy eternal 
fame; that their houses and their posterity are 
sure, that their souls are pure and obedient, and 
obtain a most holy place in heaven, from whence 
in the revolution of ages, they are again sent 
into pure bodies; while the souls of those whose 
hands have acted madly against themselves, are 
received by the darkest place in Hades, and 
while God, who is their father, punishes those 
that offend against either of them in their poste¬ 
rity; for which reason God hates such doings, 
and the crime is punished by our most wise legis¬ 
lator. Accordingly our laws determine, that the 
bodies of such as kill themselves should be ex¬ 
posed till the sun be set, without burial, although 
at the same time it be allowed by them to be 
lawful to bury our enemies [sooner.] The laws 
of other nations also enjoin such men’s hands to 
be cut off when they are dead, which had been 
made use of in destroying themselves when alive; 
while they reckoned that as the body is alien from 
the soul, so is the hand alien from the body. It 
is, therefore, my friends, a right thing |o reason 
justly, and not add to the calamities which men 
bring upon us, impiety towards our Creator. If 
we have a mind to preserve ourselves, let us do 
it; for to be preserved by those our enemies, to 
whom we have given so many demonstrations of 
our courage, is no way inglorious; but if we have 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 


494 


a mind to die, it is good to die hy the hand of 
those that have conquered us. For my part, I 
will not run over to our enemies' quarters, in 
order to be a traitor to myself; for certainly 1 
should then be much more foolish than those 
that deserted to the enemy, since they did it in 
order to save themselves, and I shoufd do it for 
destruction, for my own destruction. However, 

I heartily tvish the Romans may prove treache¬ 
rous in this matter; for if, after the oiler of their 
right hand for security, l be slain by them, 1 
shall die cheerfully, and carry away with me the 
sense of their perfidiousness, as a consolation 
greater than victory itself.” 

6. Now these and many the like motives did 
Josephus une to these men to prevent their mur¬ 
dering themselves; but desperation had shut 
their ears, as having long ago devoted them¬ 
selves to uie, and they were irritated at Jose¬ 
phus. They then ran upon him with their swords 
in their hands, one from one quarter, and another 
from another, and called him a coward, and every 
one of them appeared openly as if he were ready 
to smile him; but he calling to one of them by 
name, and looking like a general to another, and 
taking a third hy the hand, and making a fourth 
ashamed of himself, by praying him to forbear, 
and being in this condition distracted with various 

assions, (as he well might in the great distress 
e was then in,) he kept off every one of their 
swords from killing him, and was forced to do 
like such wild beasts as are encompassed about 
on every side, who always turn themselves 
against those that last touched them. Nay, some 
of their right hands were debilitated by the re¬ 
verence they bare to their general in these his 
fatal calamities, and their swords dropped out of 
their hands, and not a few of them there were, 
who, when they aimed to smite him with their 
swords, they were not thoroughly either willing 
or able to do it. 

7. However, in this extreme distress, he was not 
destitute of his usual sagacity; but trusting him¬ 
self to the providence ot God, he put his life into 
hazard [in the manner following:] “ And now, 
(said he,) since it is resolved among you that you 
will die, come on, let us commit our mutual 
deaths to determination by lot. lie whom the 
lot falls to first, let him be killed by him that hath 
the second lot, and thus fortune shall make its 
progress through us all; nor shall any of us pe¬ 
rish by his own right hand, for it would be untair 
if, when the rest are gone, somebody should re¬ 
pent and save himself.” This proposal appeared 
to them to be very just; and when he had pre¬ 
vailed with them to determine this matter by 
lots, he drew one of the lots for himself also. He 
who had the first lot laid his neck bare to him 
that had the next, as supposing that the general 
tvould die among them immediately; for they 
thought death, if Josephus might but die with 
them, was sweeter than life; yet was he with 
another left to the last, whether we must say it 
happened so by chance, or whether by the prov¬ 
idence of God. And as he was very desirous 
neither to be condemned by the lot, nor, if he 
had been left to the last, to imbrue his right 
hand in the blood of his countryman, he persuad¬ 
ed him to trust his fidelity to him, and to live as 
well an himself. 

8. Thus Josephus escaped in the war with the 
Romans, and in this his own war with his friends, 
and was led by Nicanor to Vespasian. Rut now 
all the Romans ran together to see him; and as 
the multitude pressed one upon another about 
their general, there was a tumult of a various 

* T do not know where lo find the law of Moses here 
mentioned by Josephus, and afterward by Elenzur, B. 
vii. cb. viil. sect. 7; and almost implied in B.i.ch. xiii. 
sect. 10, by Josephus’s commendation of Phasaelus for 
doing so; 1 mean whereby Jewish generals and people 
were obliged to kill themselves, rather than go into 


kind; while some rejoiced that Josephus was 
taken, and some threatened him, and some crowd¬ 
ed to see him very near; but those that were 
more remote cried out to have this their enemy 
put to death, while those that were near calletl 
to mind the actions he had done, and a deep con¬ 
cern appeared at the change of his fortune. Nor 
were there any of the Roman commanders, how 
much soever they had been enraged at him be¬ 
fore, but relented when they came to the sightof 
him. Above all the rest, Titus’s own valor, and 
Josephus's own patience under his afflictions 
made him pity him, as did also the commisera¬ 
tion of his age, when he recalled to mind that 
but a little while ago he was fighting, but lay 
now in the hands of his enemies, which made 
him consider the power of fortune, and how 
quick is the turn of affairs in war; and how no 
state of men is sure: for which reason he then 
made a great many more to be of the same pitifal 
temper with himself, and induced them to com 
miserate Josephus. He was also of great weight 
in persuading his father to preserve him. How¬ 
ever, Vespasian gave strict orders that he should 
be kept with great caution, as though he would 
in a very little time send him to Nero. 

9. When Josephus heard him give these orders, 
be said, that he had somewhat in his mind that 
he would willingly say to himself alone. When 
therefore they were all ordered to withdraw, ex¬ 
cepting Titus and two of their friends, he said, 
“Thou, O Vespasian, thinkest no more than that 
thou hast taken Josephus himself captive, but 1 
come to thee as a messenger of greater tidings; 
for had not i been sent by God to thee, I knew 
what was the law* of the Jews in this ruse, and 
how it becomes generals to die. Dost t'iou send 
me to Nero? For why? Are Nero’s successors 
till they come to thee still alive? Thou, O Ves¬ 
pasian, art Ciesar, and emperor, thou, and this 
thy son. Bind me now still faster, and keep me 
for thyself, for thou, O Caesar, art not only lord 
over me, but over the land and the sea, and all 
mankind; and certainly I deserve to be kept in 
closer custody than I now am in, in order to be 
punished, if I rashly affirm any thing of God.” 
When he had said this, Vespasian at present 
did not believe him, but supposed that Josephus 
said this as a cunning trick in order to his own 
preservation; but in a little time he was con¬ 
vinced, and believed what he said to be true, 
God himself erecting his expectations, so as to 
think of obtaining the empire, and by other signs 
foreshowing his advancement. He also found 
Josephus to have spoken truth on other occa¬ 
sions; for one of those friends that were present 
at that secret conference, said to Josephus, “ 1 
cannot but wonder how thou couldest not fore¬ 
tell to the people of Jotapata that they should be 
taken, nor couldest foretell this captivity which 
hath happened to thyself, unless what thou now 
sayest be a vain thing, in order to avoid the rage 
that is risen against thyself.” To which Jose¬ 
phus replied, “ I did foretell to the people of Jc- 
tapata, that they would be taken on the forty-se¬ 
venth day, and that I should be caught alive by 
the Romans.” Now when Vespasian had inquir¬ 
ed of the captives privately about these predic¬ 
tions, he. found them to be true, and then he be¬ 
gan to believe those that concerned himself. Yet 
did he not set Josephus at liberty from his bands, 
but bestowed on him suits of clothes and other 
precious gifts; he treated him also in a very 
obliging manner, and continued so to do, Titus 
still joining his interest in the honors that were 
done him. 

slavery under heathens. I douht this would have been 
no betier than self-murder ; and I believe it was rather 
some vain doctrine, or interpretation of the rigid Phar¬ 
isees, or Essence, or Ilerodians, Ilian a just consequence 
from any law of God delivered by Moses. 
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CHAP. IX. 

How Joppa was taken , and Tiberias delivered up. 

$ 1. IVOW Y r espasian returned to Ptolemais on 
the fourth day of the month Paneinus, [Tamuz,] 
and from thence he came to Caesarea, which lay 
by the sea side. This was a very great city of 
Judea, and for the greatest part inhabited by 
Greeks; the citizens here received both the Ro¬ 
man army and its general with all sorts of accla¬ 
mations and rejoicings, and this partly out of the 
good-will they bore to the Romans, but princi¬ 
pally out of the hatred they bore to those that 
were conquered by them; on which account they 
came clamoring agaiust Josephus in crowds, and 
desired he might be put to death. But Vespa¬ 
sian passed over this petition concerning him, as 
offered by the injudicious multitude, with a bare 
silence. Two of the legions also he placed at 
Caisarea, that they might there take their winter 
quaiters, as perceiving the city very fit for such 
a purpose; but he placed the tenth ami the fifth 
at Scythopolis, that he might not distress Caesa¬ 
rea with the entire army. This place was warm, 
even in winter, as it was suffocating hot in the 
summer time, by reason of its situation in a 
plain, and near to the sea [of Galilee.] 

2. In the mean time there were gathered to¬ 
gether as well such as had seditiously got out 
from among their enemies, as those that had 
escaped out of the demolished cities, which 
were in all a great number, and repaired Joppa, 
which had been left desolate by Cestius, that it 
might serve them for a place of refuge; and be¬ 
cause the adjoining region had been laid waste 
in the war, and was not capable of supporting 
them, they determined to go off' to sea. They 
also built themselves a great many piratical 
ships, and turned pirates upon the seas near to 
Syria, and Phoenicia, and Egypt, and made those 
seas unnavigable to all men. Now as soon as 
Vespasian knew of their conspiracy, he sent 
botn footmen and horsemen to Joppa, which was 
unguarded in the night time; however, those 
that were in it perceived that they should be at¬ 
tacked, and were afraid of it; yet did they not 
endeavor to keep the Romans out, but fled to 
their ships, and lay at sea all night out of the 
reach of their darts. 

3. Now Joppa is not naturally a haven, for it 
ends in a rough shore, where all the rest of it is 
straight, but the two ends bend towards each 
other, where there are deep precipices, and great 
stones that jut out into the sea, and where, the 
chains wherewith Andromeda was bound have 
left their footsteps, which attest to the antiquity 
of that fable. But the north wind opposes and 
beats upon the shore, and dashes mighty waves 
against the rocks which receive them, and ren¬ 
ders the haven more dangerous than the country 
they had deserted. Now as those people of Jop¬ 
pa were floating about in this sea, in the morn¬ 
ing there fell a violent wind upon them; it is 
called by those that sail there, the black north 
wind, and there dashed their ships one against 
another, and dashed some of them against the 
rocks, and carried many of them by force, while 
they strove against the opposite waves, into the 
main sea; for the shore was so rocky, and had 
so many of the enemy upon it, that they were 
afraid to come to laud; nay, the waves rose so 
very high, that the; drowned them; nor was 
there any place widths* they could fly, nor any 
way to save themselves while they were thrust 
out of the sea by the violence of the wind, if 
they staid where they were, and out of the city 
by the violence of the Romans. And much la¬ 
mentation there was when the ships dashed 
against one another, and a terrible noise when 

* These public mourners, hired upon the supposed 
death of Josephus, and the real death of many ( 
more, illustrate some passages in the Bible, which sup- J 
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they were broken to pieces; and some of the mul¬ 
titude that were in them were covered with waves 
and so perished, and a great many were embar¬ 
rassed with shipwrecks. But some of them 
thought, that to die by their own swords was 
lighter than by the sea, and so they killed them- 
sel^s before they were drowned;* although the 
greatest part of them were carried by the wave 3 
and dashed to pieces against the abrupt parts of 
the rocks, insomuch that the sea was bloody a 
long way, and the maritime parts were full of 
dead bodies, for the Romans came upon those 
that were carried to the shore, and destroyed 
them; and the number of the bodies that were 
thus thrown out of the sea, was four thousand 
and two hundred. The Romans also took the 
city without opposition, and utterly demolished it. 

4. And thus was Joppa taken twice by the 
Romans in a little time; but Vespasian, in order 
to prevent these pirates from coming thither any 
more, erected a camp there, where the citadel of 
Joppa had been, ana left a body of horse in it, 
with a few footmen, that these last might stay 
there and guard the camp, and the horsemen 
might spoil the country that lay round it, and 
might destroy the neighboring villages, and 
smaller cities. So these troops overran the coun¬ 
try, as they were ordered to do, and every day 
cut to pieces and laid desolate the whole region. 

5. But now, when the fate of Jotapata was re¬ 
lated at Jerusalem, a great many at the first dis¬ 
believed it, on account of the vastness of the ca¬ 
lamity, and because they had no eyewitness to 
attest the truth of what was related about it; for 
not one person w r as saved to be a messenger of 
that news, but a fame was spread abroad at ran¬ 
dom that the city was taken, as such fame usu¬ 
ally spreads bad news about. However, the 
truth was known by degrees, from the places 
near Jotapata, and appeared to all to be too true. 
Yet were there fictitious stories added to what 
w r as really done; for it was reported that Jose¬ 
phus was slain at the taking ot the city, which 
piece of news filled Jerusalem full of sorrow. Ia 
every house also, and among all to whom any of 
the slain were allied, there was a lamentation for 
them: but the mourning for the commander was 
a public one, and some mourned for those that 
had lived with them, others for their kindred, 
others for their friends, and others for their breth¬ 
ren, but all mourned for Josephus; insomuch that 
the lamentation, did not cease in the city before 
the thirtieth day, and a great many hired* mourn¬ 
ers,* with their pipes, who should begin their 
melancholy ditties for them. 

6. But as the truth came out in time, it appear¬ 
ed how the affairs of Jotapata really stood ; yet 
was it found that the death of Josephus was a 
fiction; and when they understood tliat he was 
alive, and was among the Romans, and that the 
commanders treated him at another rate than 
they treated captives, they were as vehemently 
angry at him now, as they had showed their good 
will before when he appeared to have been dead, 
lie was also abused by some as having been a 
coward, and by others as a deserter; and the city 
was full of indignation at him, and of reproaches 
cast upon him: their rage was also aggravated 
by their afflictions, and more inflamed bv their 
ill success; and what usually becomes an occa¬ 
sion of caution to wise men, I mean affliction, 
became a spur to them to venture on farther ca¬ 
lamities, and the end of one misery became still 
the beginning of another; they therefore resolv¬ 
ed to fall on the Romans the more vehemently, 
as resolving to be revenged on him in revenging 
themselves on the Romans. And this was the 
state of Jerusalem as to the troubles which now 
came upon it. 

pose the same customs, as Matt. xi. 17; where the rea 
der may consult the notes of Grotius. 
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7. But Vespasian, in order to see the kingdom 
of Agrippa, while the king himself persuaded 
him so to do. (partly in order to his treating the 
general and his army in the best and most splen¬ 
did manner his private affairs would enable him 
to do, and partly that he might, by their menus, 
correct such things as were amiss in his govern¬ 
ment,) he removed from that Ca?sarea v/hich was 
bv the sea-side, and went to that which is called 
Cysarea Philippi;* and there lie refreshed his 
army for twenty days, and was himself feasted 
by king Agrippa, where he also returned public 
thanks to God for the good success he had had 
in his undertakings. But as soon as he was in¬ 
formed that Tiberias was fond of innovations, 
and that Tarichcie had revolted, both which 
cities were parts of the kingdom of Agrippa, 
and was satisfied within himself that the Jews 
were every where perverted [from their obedi¬ 
ence to their governors,] he thought it season¬ 
able to make an expedition against these cities, 
and that for the sake of Agrippa, and in order to 
bring his cities to reason. So he sent away his 
son Titus to [the other] Caesarea, that lie might 
bring the army that lay there to Scythopolis, 
which is the largest city of Decapolis, and in the 
neighborhood of Tiberias, whither he came, 
and where he waited for his son. He then came 
with three legions, and pitched his camp thirty 
furlongs off Tiberias, at a certain station easily 
seen by the innovators; it is named Sennabris. 
He also sent Valerian, a decurion, with fifty 
horsemen, to speak peaceably to those that were 
in the city, and to exhort them to give him assu¬ 
rances of their fidelity; for he had heard that 
the people were desirous of peace, but were oblig¬ 
ed by some of the seditions part to join with 
them, and so were forced to fight tor them. 
When Valerian had marched up to the place, 
and was near the wall, he alighted off his horse, 
and made those that were with him do the same, 
that they might not be thought to come to skir¬ 
mish with them; hut before they could come to 
discourse one with another, the most potent men 
among the seditious made a sally upon them 
armed; their leader was one whose name was 
Jesus, the son of Saphat, the principal head of a 
band of robbers. Now Valerian, neither think¬ 
ing it safe to fight contrary to the commands of 
the general, though he were secure of a victory, 
and knowing that it was a very hazardous under¬ 
taking for a few to fight with many, for those 
that were unprovided to fight those that were 
ready, and being on othei accounts, surprised at 
this unexpected onset of the Jews, he ran away 
on foot, as did five of the rest in like manner, and 
left their horses behind them; which horses Je¬ 
sus led avvav into the city, and rejoiced as if they 
had taken tliem in battle, and not by treachery. 

8. Now the seniors of the people, and such as 
were of principal authority among them, fearing 
what would be the. issue of tliis matter, fled to 
the camp of the Romans: they then took their 
king along with them, and fell down before Ves- 

asian, to supplicate his favor, and besought 

im not to overlook them, nor to impute the 
madness of a few to a whole city; to spare a peo¬ 
ple. that had been ever civil and obliging to the 
Homans; but to bring the authors of this revolt 
to due punishment, who had hitherto so watched 
them, that though they were zealous to give 
them the security of their right hands of a long 
time, yet could they not accomplish the same. 
AV r ith these supplications the general complied, 
although he were very angry at the whole city 
about the carrying off his horses, and this be¬ 
cause he saw that Agrippa was under a great 
concern for them. So when Vespasian and 
Agrippa had accepted of their right hands by 

* Of this Cxsarea Philippi (t wire meniioned in our 
New Testament, Matthew xvi. 13; Mark viii.27,) there 
• re coins stilt extant, as Spanheim here informs u». 


way of security, Jesus and his party thought it 
not safe for them to continue at Tiberias, so they 
ran away to Taricheae. The next day Vespa¬ 
sian sent Trajan before with some horsemen to 
the citadel, to make trial of the multitude, whe¬ 
ther they were all disposed for peace; and as 
soon as he knew that the people were of the 
same mind with the petitioners, he took his army 
and went to the city; upon which the citizens 
opened to him their gates, and met him with 
acclamations of joy, and called him their savior 
and benefactor. But as the army was a great 
while in getting in at the gates, they were so 
narrow, Vespasian commanded the south wall to 
be broken down, and so made a broad passage 
for their entrance. However, he charged them 
to abstain from rapine and injustice, in order to 
gratify the king; and on his account spared the 
rest of the wall, while the king undertook for 
them that they should continue [faithful to the 
Romans] for the time to come. And thus did he 
restore this city to a cjuiet state, after it had 
been grievously afflicted by the sedition. 

CHAP. X. 

How Tarichecc icas taken. A description of the 

River Jordan , and of the country of Genne- 

sareth. 

§ 1. And now Vespasian pitched his camp be¬ 
tween this city and Tarichere, but fortified his 
camp more strongly, as suspecting that he 
should be forced to stay there, and have a long 
war; for all the innovators had gotten together 
at Tarichea?, as relying upon the strength of 
the city, and on the lake that lay by it. This 
lake is called by the people of the country the 
lake of Gennesareth. The city itself is situated 
like Tiberias, at the bottom of a mountain, and 
on those sides which are not washed by the sea, 
had been strongly fortified by Josephus, though 
not so strongly as Tiberias; for the wall of Tibe¬ 
rias had been built at the beginning of the Jews' 
revolt, when he had great plenty of money, and 
great power, but Taricheae partook only the re¬ 
mains of that liberality. Yet had they a great 
number of ships gotten ready upon the lake, 
that in case they were beaten at land, they 
might retire to them; and they were so fitted 
up, that they might undertake a seafight also. 
But as the Romans were building a wall about 
their camp, Jesus and his party were neither af¬ 
frighted at their number, nor at the good order 
they were in, but made a sally upon them, and 
at the very first onset the builders of the wall 
were dispersed, and these pulled what little they 
had before built to pieces; but as soon as they 
saw the armed men getting together, and be¬ 
fore they had suffered any thing themselves, 
they retired to their own men. But then the 
Romans pursued them, and drove them into 
their ships, where they launched out as far as 
might give them the opportunity of reaching the 
Homans with what they threw at them, and then 
cast anchor, and brought their ships close, as in 
a line of battle, and thence fought the enemy 
from the sea, who were themselves at land. But 
Vespasian hearing that a great number of them 
were gotten together in the plain that was be¬ 
fore the city, he thereupon sent his son, with six 
hundred chosen horsemen, to disperse them. 

0. But when Titus perceived that the enemy 
was verv numerals, he sent to his father, ana 
informed him, that he should want more forces. 
But as he 9aw a great many of the horsemen 
eager to fight, nnd that before any succors 
could come to them, and that yet some of them 
were privately under a sort of consternation at 
the multitude of the Jews, he stood in a place 
whence he might be heard, and said to them, 
j “My brave Homans! for it is right for me to put 
you in mind of what nation you are, ia the begin- 
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Ring 1 of my speech, that so you may not be igno¬ 
rant who you arc, and who they are against 
whom we are going to fight. For as to us, Ro¬ 
mans, no part of the habitable earth hath been 
able to escape our hands hitherto; but as for the 
Jews, that I may speak of them too, though they 
have been already beaten, yet do they not give 
up the cause; and a sad thing it would be for us 
to grow weary under good success, when they 
bear up under their misfortunes. As to the alac¬ 
rity which yqu show publicly, I see it, and re¬ 
joice at it; yet am I afraid lest the multitude of 
the enemy should bring a concealed fright upon 
some of you: let such a one consider again who 
we are that are to fight, and who tnose are 
against whom we are to fight. Now these Jews, 
though they be very bold, and great despisers of 
death, are but a disorderly body, and unskilful 
in war, and may rather be called a rout than an 
army; while I need say nothing of our skill and 
our good order; for this is the reason why we 
Romans alone are exercised for war in time of 
peace, that we may not think of number for num¬ 
ber, when we come to fight with our enemies; 
for what advantage should we reap by our con¬ 
tinual sort of warfare, if we must still be equal 
in number to such as have not been used to war? 
Consider lurther, that you are to have a conflict 
with men in effect unarmed, while you are well 
armed; with footmen, while you are horsemen; 
with those that have no good general, while you 
have one; and as these advantages make you in 
effect manifold more than you are, so do their 
disadvantages mightily diminish their number. 
Now it is not the multitude of men, though they 
he soldiers, that manages wars with success, but 
it is their bravery that does jt, though they be 
hut a few; fora few are easily set in battle ar¬ 
ray, and can easily assist one another, while 
over-numerous armies are more hurt by them¬ 
selves than by their enemies. It is boldness and 
rashness, the effects of madness, that conduct the 
Jews. Those passions, indeed, make a great 
figure when they succeed, but are quite extin- 

f ^uished upon tne least ill success; but we are 
ed on by courage, and obedience, and fortitude, 
which shows itself, indeed, in our good fortune, 
but still does not for ever desert us m our ill for¬ 
tune. Nay, indeed, your fighting is to be on 
greater motives than those ot the Jews; for al¬ 
though they run the hazard of war for liberty, 
and tor their country, yet what can be a greater 
motive to us than glory? and that it may never 
be said, that after we have got dominion of the 
habitable earth, the Jews are able to confront us. 
We must also rellect upon this, that there is no 
fear of our suffering any incurable disaster in the 
present case; for those that are ready to assist 
us are many, and at hand also; yet it is in our 
power to seize upon this victory ourselves, and 
I think we ought to prevent the coming of those 
my father is sending to us for our assistance, 
that our success may be peculiar to ourselves, 
and of greater reputation to us. And I cannot 
but think this an opportunity wherein my father, 
and I, and you, shall be all put to the trial, whe¬ 
ther be be worthy of his former glorious perform¬ 
ances, whether I be his son in reality, and whe¬ 
ther you be really my soldiers; for it is usual for 
my father to conquer; and for myself, I should 
not bear the thoughts of returning to him if I 
were once taken by the enemy. And how will 
you be able to avoid being ashamed, if you do 
not show equal courage w ith your commander, 
when he goes before you into danger? For you 
know very well that I shall go into the danger 
first, and make the first attack upon the enemy. 
Do not you therefore desert me, but persuade 
yourselves that God will be assisting to my onset. 
Know this also before we begin, that we shall 
now have the better success than we should have, 
if we were to fight at a distance.” 


497 

3. As Titus was saying this, an extraordinary 
fury fell upon the men; and as Trajan was al¬ 
ready come before the fight began, with four 
hundred horsemen, they were uneasy at it, be¬ 
cause the reputation of the victory would be di¬ 
minished by being common to so many. Vespa¬ 
sian had also sent both Antonius and Silo, with 
two thousand archers, and had given it them in 
charge to seize upon the mountain that w T as over 
against the city, and repel those that were upon 
the wall; which archers did as they were com¬ 
manded, and prevented those that attempted to 
assist them that way. And now Titus made his 
own horse march first against the enemy, as did 
the others with a great noise after him, and ex¬ 
tended themselves upon the plain as wide as the 
enemy which confronted them, hy which means 
they appeared much more numerous than they 
really were. Now the Jews, although they were 
surprised at their onset, and at their good order, 
made resistance against their attacks for a little 
while; but when they were pricked with their 
long poles, and overborne by the violent noise of 
the horsemen, they came to be trampled under 
their feet; many also of them were slain on 
every side, which made them disperse them¬ 
selves, and run to the city as fast as every one of 
them were able. So Titus pressed upon the hind¬ 
most, and slew them; and of the rest, some he 
fell upon as they stood on heaps, and some he 
prevented, and met them in the mouth, and run 
them through; many also he leaped upon as 
they fell one upon another, and trod them down, 
and cut off the retreat they had to the wall, and 
turned them back into the plain, till at last they 
forced a passage by their multitude, and got 
away, and ran into the city. 

4. But now there fell out a terrible sedition 
among them within the city; for the inhabitants 
themselves, who had possessions there, and to 
whom the city belonged, were not disposed to 
fight from the very beginning; and now the less 
so, because they had been beaten: but the fo¬ 
reigners, which were very numerous, would 
force them to fight so much the more, insomuch 
that there was a clamor and a tumult among 
them, as all mutually angry one at another. Ana 
when Titus heard this tumult, for he was not 
far from the wall, he cried out, “ Fellow soldiers, 
now is the time, and why do we make an)' delay, 
when God is giving up tne Jews to us? Take the 
victory which is given you; do not you hear 
what a noise they make? Those that have es¬ 
caped our hands are in an uproar against one an¬ 
other. We have the city, if we make haste: 
but besides haste, we must undergo some labor, 
and use some courage; for no great thing uses 
to be accomplished without danger: accordingly 
we must not only prevent their uniting again, 
which necessity will soon compel them to do, but 
we must also prevent the coming of our own men 
to our assistance, that as few as we are we may 
conquer so great a multitude, and may ourselves 
alone take the city.” 

,5. As soon ns ever Titus had said this, he 
leaped upon his horse, and rode apace down to 
the lake; by which lake he marched, and enter¬ 
ed into the city the first of them all, as did the 
others soon after him. Hereupon those that 
were upon the walls were seized with a terror at 
the boldness of the attempt, nor durst any one 
venture to fight with him, or to hinder him; so 
they left guarding the city, and some of those 
that were about Jesus lied over the country, 
while others of them ran down to the lake, and 
met the enemy in the teeth, and some were slain 
ns they were getting up into the ships, but others 
of them, as they attempted to overtake those 
that were already gone abroad. There was also 
a great slaughter made in the city, while those 
foreigners, that had not fled away already, made 
opposition; but the natural inhabitants were kill- 
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cd without fighting: for in hopes of Titus’s giving 
them his right hand for their security, and out oi 
consciousness that they had not given any con¬ 
sent to the war, they avoided fighting, till Titus 
had slain the authors of this revolt, and then put 
a stop to any further slaughters out of commise¬ 
ration of these inhabitants of the place. But for 
those that had fled to the lake, upon seeing the 
city laKcn, they sailed as far as they possibly 
could from the enemy. 

6. Hereupon Titus sent one of his horsemen to 
his father, and let him know the good news of 
what he had done; at which, as was natural, he 
was very joyful, both on account of the courage 
and glorious actions of his son: for he thought 
now the greatest part of the war was over. He 
then came thither himself, and set men to guard 
the city, and gave them command to take care 
that nobody got privately out of it, but to kill 
such as attempted so to do. And on the next 
day he went down to the lake, and commanded 
that vessels should be fitted up, in order to pur¬ 
sue those that had escaped in the ships. These 
vessels were quickly gotten ready accordingly, 
because there was great plenty of materials, and 
a great number of artificers also. 

7. Now this lake of Gennesareth is so called 
from the country adjoining to it; its breadth is 
forty furlongs, and its length one hundred and 
forty; its waters are sweet and very agreeable 
for drinking, for they are finer than the thick 
waters of other fens; the lake is also pure, and 
on every side ends directly at the shores, and at 
the sands; it is also of a temperate nature when 
you draw it up, and of a more gentle nature than 
river or fountain water, and yet always cooler 
than one could expect in so difl'use a place as this 
is; now when this water is kept in the open air, 
it is as cold as that snow which the country peo¬ 
ple are accustomed to make by night in summer. 
There are several kinds of fish in it, different 
both to the taste and the sight from those else¬ 
where. It is divided into two parts by the river 
Jordan. Now Panium is thought to be the foun¬ 
tain of Jordan, but in reality is carried thither 
after an occult manner from the place called 
Phiala: this place lies as you go up to Tracho- 
nitis, and is a hundred and twenty furlongs 
from Caesarea, and is not far out of the road on 
the right hand; and indeed it hath its name of 
Phiala [vial or bowl] very justly from the round¬ 
ness of its circumference, as being round like a 
wheel; its water continues always up to its edges, 
without either sinking or running over. Ami as 
this origin of Jordan was formerly not known, it 
was discovered so to be when Philip tvas tetrarch 
of Trachonitis: for he had chaff thrown into 
Phiala, and it was found at Panium, where the 
ancients thought the fountain head of the river 
was, whither it had been therefore carried [by 
the waters,] As for Panium itself, its natural 
beauty had been improved by the royal liberality 
of Agrippa, and adorned at his expenses. Now 
Jordan’s visible stream arises from this cavern, 
and divides the marshes and fens of the lake of 
Semechonitis; when it hath run another hundred 
and twenty furlongs, it first passes by the city of 
Julias, and then parses through the middle oi the 

•lake of Gennesareth; after which it runs a long 
way over n desert, and then makes its exit into 
the lake Asphaltitis. 

3. The country also that lies over against this 
lake hath the same name of Gennesareth; its 
nature is wonderful, ns well as its beauty; its 
soil is so fruitful that nil sorts of trees can grow 

♦It may he worth our while to observe here, that 
near this lake of Gennesareth grapes and figs hang on 
thetreesten months ofilie year. Wemay observe also, 
that in Cyril of Jerusalem, Cnleclics. xviii. 3, which was 
delivered not long before Easier, iliere were no fresh 
leaves of fig trees nor bundles of fresh grapes in Judea; 
to that when St. Mark says, cli. xi. 13, that our Sa- 


upon it, and the inhabitants accordingly plant all 
sorts of trees there; for the temper of the air is 
so well mixed, that it agrees very well with those 
several sorts; particularly walnuts, which require 
the coldest air, flourish there in vast plenty; there 
are palm-trees also, which grow best in hot air; 
fig-trees also and olives grow near them, which 
yet require an air that is more temperate. One 
may call this place the ambition of nature, where 
it forces those plants that are naturally enemies 
to one another to agree together; it is a happy 
contention of the seasons; as if every one of 
them laid claim to this country; for it not only 
nourishes different sorts of autumnal fruit be¬ 
yond men’s expectations, but preserves them a 
great while; it supplies men with the principal 
iruits, with grapes and figs, continually, during 
ten months of the year, and the rest of the fruits 
as they become ripe together through the whole 
year:* for besides the good temperature of the 
air, it is also watered from a most fertile fountain. 
The people of the country call it Capharnaum: 
some have thought it to be a vein of the Nile, be¬ 
cause it produces the Coracin fish as well as that 
lake does which is near to Alexandria. The 
length of this country extends itself along the 
banks of this lake, that bears the same name, 
for thirty furlongs, and is in breadth twenty. 
And this is the nature of that place. 

9. But now, when the vessels were gotten 
ready, Vespasian put upon ship-board as many 
of his forces as he thought sufficient to be too 
hard for those that were upon the lake, and set 
sail after them. N T ow those which were driven 
into the lake, could neither fly to the land, where 
all was in their enemies’ hand, and in war against 
them; nor could they fight upon the level by sea, 
for their ships were small and fitted only for pi¬ 
racy; they were too weak to fight with Vespa¬ 
sian’s vessels, and the mariners that were in 
them were so few, that they were afraid to come 
near the Romans, who atlacked them in great 
numbers. However, as they sailed round about 
the vessels, and sometimes as they came near 
them, they threw stones at the Romans when 
they were a good way off, or came closer and 
fought them; yet did they receive the greatest 
harm themselves in both cases. As for the stones 
they threw at the Romans, they only made a 
sound one after the other, for they threw them 
against such as were in their armor, while the 
Roman darts could reach the Jews themselves; 
and when they ventured to come near the Ro¬ 
mans, they became sufferers themselves before 
they could do any harm to the other, and were 
drowned, they and their ships together. As for 
those that endeavored to come to an actual fight, 
the Romans ran many of them through with 
their long poles. Sometimes the Romans leaped 
into their ships with swords in their hands, and 
slew them; but when some of them met the ves¬ 
sels, the Romans caught them by the middle, and 
destroyed at once their ships and themselves who 
were taken in them. And for such as were 
drowning in the sea, if they lifted their heads up 
above the water, they were either killed by darts, 
or caught by the vessels; but if, in the desperate 
case they were in, they attempted to swim to the 
enemies, the Romans cut off either their heads 
or their hands; and indeed they were destroyed 
after various manners every where, till the rest 
being put to flight were forced to get upon the 
land, while the vessels encompassed them about 
[on the sea;] but as many of these were repulsed 
when they were getting ashore, they were killed 

viour, soon after the same lime of the year, rame and 
found leaves on a fig-tree near Jerusalem, hut no figs, 
because the time of new figs ripening was not yet, he 
says very true; nor were they, therefore,other than 
old leaves which our Saviour saw, and old figs which 
)u\ expected, and which even with us commonly hang 
I on the trees all winter long. 
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by the darts upon the lake; and the Romans 
leaped out of their vessels, and destroyed a great 
many more upon the land: one might then see 
the lake all bloody, and full of dead bodies, for 
not one of them escaped. And a terrible stink, 
and a very sad sight there was on the following 
days over that country; for as for the shores, they 
were full of shipwrecks, and of dead bodies all 
swelled; and as the dead bodies were inflamed 
by the sun, and putrified, they corrupted the air 
insomuch that the misery was not only the object 
of commiseration to the Jews, but to those that 
hated them, and had been the authors of that 
misery. This was the upshot of the sea-fight. 
The number of the slain, including those that 
were killed in the city before, was six thousand 
and five hundred. 

10. After this fight was over, Vespasian sat 
upon his tribunal at Taricheae, in order to dis¬ 
tinguish the foreigners from the old inhabitants; 
for those foreigners appeared to have begun the 
war. So he deliberated with the other command¬ 
ers, whether he ought to save those old inhabi¬ 
tants or not. And when those commanders al¬ 
leged that the dismission of them would be to his 
own disadvantage, because, when they were once 
set at liberty, they would not be at rest, since 
they would be people destitute of proper habita¬ 
tions, and would be able to compel such as they 
fled to, to fight against us, Vespasian acknow¬ 
ledged that they did not deserve to be saved, and 
that if they had leave given them to fly away, 
they would make use of it against those that 
gave them that leave. But still he considered 
with himself, after what manner they should be 
slain ;# for if he had them slain there, he sus¬ 
pected the people of the country would thereby 
oecoine his enetnes; for that to be sure they 

*This is the most cruel and barbarous action that 
Vespasian ever did in this whole war, as he did it with 
great reluctance also. It was done both after public as¬ 
surance given of sparing the prisoners’ lives, and when 
all knew and confessed that these prisoners were noway 
guilty of any sedition against the Romans. Nor, in¬ 
deed, did Titus now give bis consent, so far as appears, 
nor ever acted of himself so barbarously ; nay, soon af¬ 
ter this Titus grew quite weary of shedding blood, and 
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would never bear it, that so many that had been 
supplicants to him should be killed; and to oflfer 
violence to them, after he had given them assur¬ 
ances of their lives, he could not himself bear to 
do it. However, his friends were too hard for 
him, and pretended that nothing against the Jews 
could be any impiety, and that he ought to pre¬ 
fer what was profitable before what was fit to be 
done, where both could not be consistent. So he 
gave them an ambiguous liberty to do as they 
advised, and permitted the prisoners to go along 
no other road than that wnich led to Tiberias 
only. So they readily believed what they de¬ 
sired to be true, and went along securely, with 
their effects, the way which was allowed them, 
while the Romans seised upon all the road that 
led to Tiberias, that none of them might go out 
of it, and shut them up in the city. Then came 
Vespasian, and ordered them all to stand in the 
stadium, and commanded them to kill the old 
men, together with the others that were useless, 
who were in number a thousand and two hun¬ 
dred. Out of the young men he chose six thou¬ 
sand of the strongest, and sent them to Nero, to 
dig through the isthmus, and sold the remainder 
for slaves, being thirty thousand and four hun¬ 
dred, besides such as he made a present of to 
Agrippa; for as to those that belonged to his 
kingdom, he gave him leave to do what he pleas¬ 
ed with them: however, the king sold these also 
for slaves; but for the rest of the multitude, who 
were Trachonites, and Gaulanites, and of Hip¬ 
pos, and some of Gadara, the treater part of 
them were seditious persons and fugitives, who 
were of such shameful characters, that they pre¬ 
ferred war before peace. These prisoners were 
taken on the eighth day of the month Gcrpieus 
[EIul.] 

of punishing the innocent with the guilty, and gave the 
people of Giscbala leave to keep the Jewish Sabbath, 
B. iv. ch. ii. sect. 3, 5 ; in the midst of their siege. Nor 
was Vespasian disposed to do what he did, till his offi¬ 
cers persuaded him, and that from two principal topics, 
viz. that nothing could be unjust that was done against 
the Jews, and that when both cannoi be consistent, 
advantage must prevail over justice. Admirable court 
doctrines these 1 


BOOK IV. 

CONTAINING TIIE INTERVAL OF ABOUT ONE YEAR.—FROM THE SIEGE OF GAMALA TO 
THE COMING OF TITUS TO BESIEGE JERUSALEM. 


CHAP. I. 

The Siege and Taking of Camala. 

$ 1. Now all those Galileans who, after the 
taking of Jotapata, had revolted from the Ro¬ 
mans, did upon the conquest of Tarichete deliver 
themselves up to them again. And the Romans 
received all the fortresses and the cities, except¬ 
ing Gischala and those that had been seized upon 
Mount Tabor; Gnmala also, which is a city over 
against Taricheac, hut on the other side of the 
take, conspired with them. This city lay upon 
tne borders of Agrippa’s kingdom, as also did 
Sogana and Seleucia. And these were both parts 
of Gaulanitis, for Sogana was a part of that call¬ 
ed the upper Gaulanitis, as was Gamala of the 
lower; while Seleucia was situated at the lake 
Semechonitis, which lake is thirty furlongs in 
breadth, and sixty in length; its marshes reach 
as far as the place Daphne, which in other re¬ 
spects is a delicious place, and hath such foun¬ 
tains as supply water to what is called Little Jor¬ 
dan, under the temple of the golden calf,* where 

* nerc we have ihe exact situation of one of Jerobo¬ 
am’s golden calves , at the exit of Little Jordan into 
Great Jordan, near a plaeecalled Daphne , but of old 
Dan. See the note on Antiq. B. viii. ch. viii. soct. 4, But 


it is sent into Great Jordan. Now Agrippa had 
united Sogana and Seleucia by leagues tv; him¬ 
self, at the very beginning of the revolt fro.u the 
Romans; yet aid not Gamala accede to tiem, 
but relied upon the difficulty of the place, wnich 
was greater than that of Jotapata, for it was situ¬ 
ated upon a rough ridge of a high mountnin, 
with a kind of neck in the middle; where it be¬ 
gins to ascend, it lengthens itself, and declines 
as much downward before as behind, insomuch 
that it is like a camel in figure, from whence it is 
so named, although the people of the country do 
not pronounce it accurately: both on the side 
and the face there are abrupt parts divided from 
the rest, and ending in vast deep valleys; yet 
arc the parts behind, where they are joined to 
the mountain, somewhat easier of ascent than 
the other; but then the people belonging to the 
place have cut an oblique ditch there, and made 
that hard to be ascended also. On its ncclivity, 
which is strait, houses are built, and those very 
thick and close to one another. The city also 
hangs so strangely, that it looks ns if it would 

Reland suspects, that even here wc should rend Dan In¬ 
stead of Daphne, there being nowhere else any mention 
of a place called Daphne hereabouts. 
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fall down upon itself, so sharp is it at the top. It 
is exposed to the south, and its southern mount, 
which reaches to an immense height, was in the 
nature of a citadel to the city; and above that 
wa3 a precipice, not walled about, but extending 
itself to an immense depth. There was also a 
spring of water within the wall, at the utmost 
limits of the city. 

2. As this city was naturally hard to be taken, 
so had Josephus, by building a wall about it, 
made it still stronger, as also by ditches and 
mines under ground. The people that were in it 
were made more bold by the nature of the place, 
than the people of Jotapata had been, but had 
much fewer lighting men in it; and they had 
such a confidence in the situation of the place, 
that they thought the enemy could not be too 
many for them: for the city had been filled with 
those that had fled to it for safety, on account of 
its strength; on which account they had been 
able to resist those whom Agrippa sent to be¬ 
siege it for seven months together. 

3. But Vespasian removed from Emmaus, where 
he had last pitched his camp before the city Ti¬ 
berias, (now Emmaus, if it be interpreted, may 
be rendered a warm bath, for therein is a spring 
of warm water, useful for healing,) and came to 
Gamala; yet was its situation such, that he was 
not able to encompass it all around with soldiers 
to watch it; but where the places were practica¬ 
ble, he sent men to watch it, and seized upon that 
mountain which was over it. And as the legions, 
according to their usual custom, were fortifying 
their camp upon that mountain, he began to cast 
up banks at tne bottom, at the part towards the 
east, where the highest tower of the whole city 
was, and where the fitteenth legion pitched their 
camp; while the fifth legion did duty over against 
the midst of the city, and whilst the tenth legion 
filled uptheditches and the valleys. Now at this 
time it was that as king Agrippa was come nigh 
the walls, and was endeavoring to speak to those 
that were on the walls about a surrender, he was 
hit with a stone on his right elbow by one of the 
slingers; he was then immediately surrounded 
with his own men. But the Romans were excited 
to set about the siege, by their indignation on the 
king’s account, ana by their fear on their own 
account, as concluding that those men would 
omit no kinds of barbarity against foreigners and 
enemies, who were so enraged against one of 
their own nation, and one that advised them to 
nothing but what was for their own advantage. 

4. Now when the banks were finished, which 
was done on the sudden, both by the multitude 
of hands, and by their being accustomed to such 
work, they brought the machines; but Chares 
and Juseph, who were the most potent men in 
the c.ty, set their armed men in order, though 
already in a fright, because they did not suppose 
that the city could hold out long, since they had 
not a sufficient quantity either of water, or of 
other necessaries. However these their leaders 
encouraged them, and brought them out upon 
the wall, and for a while indeed they drove away 
those that were bringing the machines; but 
when those machines threw darts and stones at 
— them, they retired into the city; then did the 
Romans bring battering-rams to three several 
places, and made the walls shake [and fall. 
They then poured in over the parts oT the wal 
that were tfirown down, with a mighty sound of 
trumpets and noise of armor, and with a shout 
of the soldiers, and brake in by force upon those 
that were in the city; but these men fill upon 
the Romans for some time, at their first entrance, 
and prevented their going any further, and with 
great courage beat them back; and the Romans 
were so overpowered by the greater multitude of 
the people, who beat them on every side, that 
they were obliged to run into the upper parts of 
the city. Whereupon the people turned about, 


and fell upon their enemies who had attacked 
them and thrust them down to the lower parts, 
and as they were distressed by the narrowness 
and difficulty of the place, slew them; and as 
these Romans could neither beat those back that 
were above them, nor escape the force of their 
own men that were forcing their way forward, 
they were compelled to fly into their enemies’ 
houses, which were low; but these houses, being 
thus full of soldiers, whose weight they could 
not bear, fell down suddenly; and when one 
house fell, it shook down a great many of those 
that were under it, as did those do to such as 
were under them. By this means avast number 
of the Romans perished, for they were so terri¬ 
bly distressed, that although they saw the houses 
subsiding, they were compelled to leap upon the 
tops of them; so that a great many were ground 
to powder by these ruins, and a great many of 
those that got from under them lost some of 
their limbs, but still a greater number were suf¬ 
focated by the dust that rose from those ruins. 
The people of Gamala supposed this to be an as¬ 
sistance afforded them by God, and without re¬ 
garding what damage they suffered themselves, 
they pressed forward, and thrust the enemy upon 
the tops of their houses, and when they stumbled 
in the sharp and narrow streets, and were per¬ 
petually tumbling down, they threw their stones 
or darts at them, and slew them. Now the very 
ruins afforded them stones enough, and for iron 
weapons the dead men of the enemies’ side af¬ 
forded them what they wanted; for, drawing the 
swords of those that were dead, they made use 
of them to despatch such as were only half dead; 
nay, there were a great number who, upon their 
falling down from the tops of the houses, stab¬ 
bed themselves, and died after that manner; nor 
indeed was it easy for those that were beaten 
back to fly away, for they were so unacquainted 
with the ways, and the dust was so thick, that 
they wandered about without knowing one. an¬ 
other, and fell down dead among the crowd. 

5. Those, therefore, that were able to find the 
ways oui of the city retired. But now Vespa¬ 
sian always staid among those that were hard set, 
for he was deeply affected with seeing the ruins 
of the city fallingupon his army, and forgot to 
take cave of his own preservation. He went up 
gradually towards the highest parts of the city 
before he was aware, and was left in the midst of 
dangers, having only a very few with him; for 
even his son Titus was not with him at that time, 
having been sent into Syria to Mucianus. How¬ 
ever, he thought it not safe to fly, nor did he es¬ 
teem it a fit thing for him to do; but calling to 
mind the actions he had done from his youth, and 
recollecting his courage, as if he had been ex¬ 
cited by a divine fury, he covered himself, and 
those that were with him with their shields, and 
formed a testudo over both their backs and their 
armor, and bore up against the enemy’s attack, 
who came running down from the ton of the city; 
and without showing any dread at tne multitude 
of the men or of their darts, he endured all until 
the enemy took notice of that divine courage 
that was within him and remitted of their at¬ 
tacks; and when they pressed less zealously 
upon him, he retired, though without showing his 
back to them till he was gotten out of the walls 
of the city. Now n great number of the Ro¬ 
mans fell in this battle, among whom was Hbuti- 
us, (he decurion, a man who appeared not only in 
this engagement, wherein he fell, but every 
where, and in former engagements, to be one of 
the truest courage, and one that had done very 
great mischief to the Jews. But there was a 
centurion whose name was Callus, who during 
this disorder being encompassed^ about, he and 
ten other soldiers privately crept into the house 
of a certain person, where he heard them talk¬ 
ing at supper what the people intended to do 



BOOK IV.—CHAP. I. 


against the Romans, or about themselves, (for 
both the man himself and those with him were 
Syrians.) So he got up in the night time, and 
cut all their throats, ana escaped, together with 
his soldiers, to the Romans. 

6. And now Vespasian comforted his army, 
which was much dejected by reflecting on their 
ill success, and because they bad never before 
fallen into such a calamity, and besides this, be¬ 
cause they were greatly ashamed that they had 
left their general alone in great dangers. As to 
what concerned himself, he avoided to say any 
thing, that he might by no means seem to com¬ 
plain of it; but he said, that “we ought to bear 
manfully what usually falls out in war, and this, 
by considering what the nature of war is, and 
how it can never be that we must conquer with¬ 
out bloodshed on our own side; for there stands 
about us that fortune which is of its own nature 
mutable; that while they had killed so many ten 
thousands of the Jews, they had now paid their 
imall share of the reckoning so late: and as it is 
the part of weak people to be too much puffed 
up with good success, so it is the part of cowards 
to be too much affrighted at that which is ill; 
for the change from the one to the other is sud¬ 
den on both sides; and he is the best warrior 
who is of a sober mind under misfortunes, that 
he may continue in that temper, and cheerfully 
recover what had been lost formerly; and as for 
what had now happened, it was neither owing to 
their own effeminacy, nor to the valor of the 
Jews, but the difficulty of the place was the oc¬ 
casion of their advantage and of our disappoint¬ 
ment. Upon reflecting on which matter one 
might blame your zeal as perfectly ungoverna¬ 
ble; for when the enemy had retired to their 
highest fastnesses, you ought to have restrained 
yourselves, and not, by presenting yourselves at 
the top of the city, to be exposed to dangers; 
but upon your having obtained the lower parts 
of the city*, you ought to have provoked those 
that had retired thither to a safe and settled bat¬ 
tle: whereas, in rushing so hastily upon victory, 
you took no care of your own safety. But this 
incautiousness in war, and this madness of zeal, 
is not a Roman maxim, while we perform all that 
we attempt by skill and good order; that proce¬ 
dure is the part of barbarians, and is what the 
Jews chiefly support themselves by. We ought 
therefore to return to our own virtue, and to be 
rather angry than any longer dejected at this un¬ 
lucky misfortune, and let every one seek for his 
own consolation from his own hand; for by this 
means he will avenge those that have been de¬ 
stroyed, and punish those that have killed them. 
For myself, I will endeavor, as I have now 
done, to go first before you against your enemies 
in every engagement, and to be the last that re¬ 
tires from it.” 

7. So Vespasian encouraged his army by this 
speech; but for the people of Gamala, it happen¬ 
ed that they took courage for a little while, upon 
such great and unaccountable success as tney 
had had. But when they considered with them¬ 
selves that they had now no hopes of any terms 
of accommodation, and reflecting upon it that 
they could not get away, and that their provi¬ 
sions began already to be short, they were ex¬ 
ceedingly cast down, and their courage failed 
them; yet did they not neglect what might be 
for their preservation, so far as they were able, 

I 

* These numbers in Josephus of 30 furlongs ascent to 
the top of Mount Tabor, whether we estimate it by 
winding and gradual, or by the perpendicular altitude, 
and of 26 furlongs circumference upon the top, as also 
the 15 furlongs for this ascent in Polybius, with Genii- 
nus’sperpendicular altitude of almost 14 furlongs, here 
noted by Dr. Hudson, do none of them agree with the 
authentic testimony of Mr. Maundrel,an eyewitness, 
page 112, who says he was not an hour in getting up 
to the top of this Mount Tabor, and that the area of tlie 
top iean oval of about two furlongs in length ami one in 
breadth. So I rather suppose Josephus wrote 3 fur- 
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but the most courageous among them guarded 
those parts of the wall that were beaten down, 
while the more infirm did the same to the rest of 
the wall that still remained round the city. And 
as the Romans raised their banks, and attempted 
to get into the city a second time, a great many 
of them fled out of the city through impractica¬ 
ble valleys, where no guards were placed, as 
also through subterraneous caverns; while those 
that were afraid of being caught, and for that 
reason stayed in the city, perished for want of 
food, for what food they had was brought toge¬ 
ther from all quarters, and reserved for the fight¬ 
ing men. 

8. And these were the bard circumstances 
that the people of Gamala were in. But now 
Vespasian went about another work by the by, 
during this siege, and that was to subdue those 
that had seized upon mount Tabor, a place that 
lies in the middle between the great plain and 
Scythopolis, whose top is elevated as high as 
thirty furlongs,* and is hardly to be ascended on 
its north side; its top is a plain of twenty-six fur¬ 
longs, and all encompassed with a wall. Now, 
Josephus erected this so long a wall in forty 
days’ time, and furnished it with other materials, 
and with water from below, for the inhabitants 
only made use of rain water; as, therefore, there 
was a great multitude of people gotten together 
upon this mountain, Vespasian sent Placidus 
with six hundred horsemen thither. Now, as it 
was impossible for him to ascend the mountain, 
he invited many of them to peace, by the offer 
of his right hand for their security, and of his 
intercession for them. Accordingly they came 
down, but with a treacherous design, as well as 
he had the like treacherous design upon them 
on the other side; for Placidus spoke mildly to 
them, as aiming to take them when he got them 
into the plain; they also came down, as comply¬ 
ing with his proposals, but it was in order to fall 
upon him when he was not aware of it: how¬ 
ever, Plaeidus’s stratagem was too hard for 
theirs; for when the Jews began to fight, he 
pretended to run away, and when they were in 
pursuit of the Romans, he enticed them a great 
way along the plain, and then made his horse¬ 
men turn back; whereupon he beat them, and 
slew a great number of them, and cut oil' the 
retreat of the rest of the multitude, and hindered 
their return. So they left Tabor, and fled to Je¬ 
rusalem, while the people of the country came 
to terms with him, for their water failed them, 
and so they delivered up the mountain and them¬ 
selves to Placidus. 

9. But of the people of Gamala, those that were 
of the bolder sort fled away and hid themselves, 
while the more infirm perished by famine; but 
the men of war sustained the siege till the two 
and twentieth dav of the month Ilyperbereteus, 
[Tisri,] when three soldiers of the fifteenth legion, 
about the morning watch, got under a high tower 
that was near them, and undermined it, without 
making any noise; nor when they either came to it, 
which was in the night time, nor when they were 
under it, did those that guarded it perceive them. 
These soldiers then, upon their coming, avoided 
making a noise, and when they had rolled away 
five ol the strongest stones, they went nwav 
hastily: whereupon the lower fell down on a 
sudden with a very great noise, and its guard fell 
headlong with it; so that those that kept guard 

longs for the ascent or altitude, instead of 30; and 
furlongs for the circumference at the lop, instead of 
26; since a mountain of only 3 furloncs perpendicular 
altitude may easily require near an hour’s ascent, and 
the circumference of an oval of the foresoing quantity 
is near six furlongs. Nor certainly could such a vast 
circumference as 26 furlongs or 3 1-4 miles, at that 
height, he encompassed with a wall, including a trench 
and other fortifications, perhaps those still remaining, 
ibid, in the small interval of 40 days, as Josephus here 
says they were by himself. 
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at other places were under such disturbance, that 
they ran away; the Romans also slew many of 
those that venturi d to oppose them, among-whom 
was Joseph, who was slain by a dart, as he was 
running away over that part of the wall that was 
broken down; but as those that were in the city 
were greatly affrighted at the noise, they ran 
hither and thither, and a great consternation fill 
upon them, as though all the enemy had fallen in 
at once upon them. Then it was that Chares, 
who was ill, and under the physician’s hands, 
gave up the ghost, the fear he was in greatly 
contributing to make his distemper fatal to him. 
But the Romans so well remembered their for¬ 
mer ill success, that they did not enter the city 
till the three and twentieth day of the foremen- 
tioned month. 

10. At which time Titus, who was now return¬ 
ed, out of the indignation he had at the destruc¬ 
tion the Romans had undergone while he was 
absent, took two hundred chosen horsemen, and 
some footmen with them, and entered without 
noise into the city. Aow, as the watch perceived 
that he was coming, they made a noise, and be¬ 
took themselves to their arms; and as that his 
entrance was presently known to those that were 
in the city, some of them caught hold of their 
children and their wives, and drew them after 
them, and lied away to the citadel, with lamenta¬ 
tions and cries, while others of them went to 
meet Titus, and were killed perpetually; but so 
many of them as were hindered from running up 
to the citadel, not knowing what in the world to 
do, fell among the Roman guards, while the 
groans of those that were killed, were pro¬ 
digiously great every where, and the blood ran 
down all the lower parts of the city from the 
upper. But then Vespasian himself came to his 
assistance against those that had lied to the 
citadel, and brought his whole army with him: 
now this upper part of the city was every way 
rocky, and difficult of ascent, and elevated to a 
vast altitude, and very full of people on all sides, 
and encompassed with precipices, whereby the 
Jews cut oil those that came up to them, and did 
much mischief to the others by their darts, and 
the large stones which they rolled down upon 
them, while they were themselves so high that 
the enemies’ darts could hardly reach them. I low- 
ever, there arose such a divine storm against 
them as wa9 instrumental to their destruction; 
this carried the Roman darts upon them, and 
made those which they threw return back, and 
drove them obliquely away from them: nor could 
the Jews indeed stand upon the precipices, by 
reason of the violence of the wind, having nothing 
that was stable to stand upon, nor could they see 
those that were ascending up to them; so the 
Romans got up and surrounded them, and some 
they slew before they could defend themselves, 
and others as they were delivering up them¬ 
selves; and the remembrance of tbo->e that were 
► lain at their former entrance into the city in¬ 
creased their rage against them now: a great 
number also of those that were surrounded on 
every side, and despaired of escaping, threw 
their children and their wives, and themselves 
also, down the precipices, into the valley beneath, 
which, near the citadel, had been dug hollow to 
a vast depth, but so it happened that the anger 
of the Romans appeared not to be so extra¬ 
vagant, ns was the madness of those that were 
now taken, while the Romans sleiv but four thou¬ 
sand, whereas the number of those that had 
thrown themselves down was found to be five 
thousand; nor did any one escape except two 
women, who were the daughters of Philip, and 
Philip himself was the son of a certain eminent 
mau called Jacimus, who had been general of 
king Agrippa’s army; and these did therefore es¬ 
cape, because they lay concealed from the rage 
of the Romans, when the city was taken; lor 


otherwise they spared not so much as the infants; 
of whom many were Hung down by them from 
tfie citadel. And thus was Gamala taken on the 
three and twentieth day of the mouth Hyper- 
berctcus, [Tisri,] whereas the city had first re 
volted on the four and twentieth day of the 
month Gorpieus, [Elul.] 

CHAP. II. 

The Surrender of Gischala; when John fies 
from it to Jerusalem. 

$ 1. Now no place of Galilee remained to be 
taken but the small city of Gischala, whose mul¬ 
titude yet were desirous of peace; for they were 
generally husbandmen, and always applied them¬ 
selves to cultivate the fruits of the earth. How¬ 
ever, there were a great number that belonged 
to a baud of robbers, that were already corrupt¬ 
ed, and had crept in among them, ana some of 
the governing part of the citizens were sick of 
the same distemper. It was John, the son of a 
certain man whose name was Levi, that drew 
them into this rebellion, and encouraged them in 
it. He was a cunning knave, and of a temper 
that could put on various shapes; very rash in 
expecting great things, and very sagacious in 
bringing about what lie hoped for. It was known 
to every body that he was fond of war, in order 
to thrust himself into authority; and the seditious 
part of the people of Gischala were under his 
management, by \vhose means the populate, 
who seemed ready to send ambassadors in order 
to surrender, waited for the coming of the Ro¬ 
mans in battle array. Vespasian sent against 
them Titus, with a thousand horsemen, but with¬ 
drew the tenth legion to Scythopolis, while he 
returned to Caesarea with the two other legions, 
that he might allow them to refresh themselves 
after their long and hard campaign, thinking 
withal that the plenty which was in those cities 
would improve their bodies and tluir spimsi, 
against the difficulties they were to go through 
afterward; for he saw there would be occasion 
for great pains about Jerusalem, w hicb was not 
yet taken, because it was the royal city, and the 
principal city of the whole nation, and because 
those that had run away from the war in other 
places got all together thither. It was alsonatu 
rallv strong, and the walls that were built round it 
made him not a little concerned about it. More¬ 
over, he esteemed the men that were in it to he 
so courageous and bold, that even without tliu 
consideration of the walls it would be hard to 
subdue them; for which reason he took care of, 
and exercised his soldiers beforehand for the 
work, as they do wrestlers before they begin 
their undertaking. 

2. J\ow Titus, as he rode up to Gischala, found 
it would be easy for him to take the city upon the 
first onset; but knew withal, that if betook H. by 
force, the multitude would be destroyed bv the 
soldiers without mercy. (Now he was already 
satiated with the shedding of blood, and pitied 
the major part, who would then perish wiiliout 
distinction, together with the guilty.)—So he was 
ratln r desirous the city might be surrendered up 
to him on terms. Accordingly, when he saw the 
wall full of those men that were of ihecorruuted 
party, he said to them, that “ he could not. but 
wonder what it was they depended on, v/hen 
they alone staid to light the Romans, after every 
other city was taken by them, especially when 
they have seen cities much better fortified than 
theirs is, overthrown by a single attack upon 
them; while as many as have entrusted them¬ 
selves to the security of the Romans' right hands 
which he now oilers to them* without regarding 
their former insolence, do enjoy their posses¬ 
sions in safety; for that while they had hopes of 
recovering their liberty, they might be pardoned ; 
but that thcircontinuance still in their opposition 
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when they saw that to be impossible, was inex¬ 
cusable; lor that, if they will not compl}- with 
such humane offers, and right hands for security, 
they should have experience of such a war that 
sliuuld spare nobody, and should soon be made 
6ensible that the wall would he but a trifle, when 
battered by the Roman machines; in depending 
on which, they demonstrate themselves to be the 
only Galileans that were no better than arrogant 
slaves and captives.” 

3. ISfow none of the populace durst not only 
make a reply, but durst not so much as get upon 
the wall, for it was all taken up by the robbers, 
who were also the guard at the gates, in order 
to prevent any of the rest from going out in 
order to propose terms of submission, and from 
receiving any of the horsemen into the city. 
But John returned Titus this answer, that “ for 
himself he was content to hearken to his propo¬ 
sals, and that he would either persuade or force 
those that refused them. Yet he said, that Titus 
ought to have such regard to the Jewish law, as 
to grant them leave to celebrate that day which 
was the seventh day of the week, on which it 
was unlawful not only to remove their arms, but 
even to treat of peace also; and that even the 
Romans were not ignorant how the period of the 
seventh day was among them a day of cessation 
from all labors; and that he who should compel 
them to transgress the law about that day, would 
be equally guilty with those that were compelled 
to transgress it: and that this delay could be of 
no disadvantage to him : for why should any body 
think of any thing in the night, unless it was to 
fly away? which he might prevent by placing 
his camp round about them; and that they should 
think it a great point gained, if they might not 
be obliged to transgress the laws of their coun¬ 
try; and that it would be a right thin^ for him, 
who designed to grant them peace, witnout their 
expectation of such a favor, to preserve the 
laws of those they saved inviolable.” Thus did 
this man put a trick upon Titus, not so much out 
of regard to the seventh day, as to his own pre¬ 
servation; for he was afraid lest he should be 
quite deserted, if the city should be taken, and 
had his hopes of life in that night, and in his flight 
therein. Now this was the work of God, who, 
therefore, preserved this John, that he might 
bring on the destruction of Jerusalem: as also it 
was his work that Titus was prevailed with by 
this pretence for a delay, and that he pitched his 
camp farther oil' the city at Cvdessa.* This Cy- 
dessa was a strong Mediterranean village of the 
Tyrians, which always hated and made war 
agaiust the Jews; it had also a great number of 
inhabitants, and was well fortified, which made 
it a proper place for such as were enemies to the 
Jewish nation. 

4. Now in the night time, when John saw that 
there was no Roman guard about the city, he 
seized the opportunity directly, and, taking" with 
him not only the armed men that were about him, 
but a considerable number of those that had lit¬ 
tle to do, together with their families, lie fled to 
Jerusalem. And indeed, though the man was 
making haste to get away, and was tormented 
with fears of being a captive, or of losing his life, 
yet did he prevail with himself to take out of the 
city along with him a multitude of women and 
children, as far as twenty furlongs; but there he 
left them, as he proceeded farther on his journey, 
where those that were left behind made sad la¬ 
mentations; for the farther every one of them 
was come from his own people, the nearer they 
thought themselves to be to their enemies. They 
also affrighted themselves with this thought, that 
those who would carry them into captmty were 
just at hand, and still turned themselves back at 
the mere noise they made themselves in this 
their hasty flight, as if those from whom they fled 
were just upon them. Many also of them missed 
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their ways, and the earnestness of such as aimed 
to outgo the rest, threw down many of them. 
And indeed there was a miserable destruction 
made of the women and children; while some of 
them took courage to call their husbands and 
kinsmen back, and to beseech them, with the 
bitterest lamentations, to stay for them; but 
John’s exhortation, who cried out to them to 
save themselves, and fly away, prevailed. He 
said also, that if the Romans should seize upon 
those whom they left behind they would be re¬ 
venged on them for it. So this multitude that 
ran thus away was dispersed abroad, according 
as each of them was able to ruu, one faster or 
slower than another. 

5. Now on the next day Titus came to the wall, 
to make the agreement, whereupon the people 
opened their gates to him, and came out to him, 
with their children and wives, and made accla¬ 
mations of joy to him, as to one that had been 
their benefactor, and had delivered the city out 
of custody; they also informed him of John’s 
flight, and besought him to spare them, and to 
come in, and bring the rest of those that were for 
innovations to punishment. But Titus, not so 
much regarding the supplications of the people, 
sent part of his horsemen to pursue John, out 
they could not overtake him, for he was gotten 
to Jerusalem before; they also slew six thousand 
of the women and children who went out with 
him; but returned back and brought with them 
almost three thousand. However, Titus was 
greatly displeased that he had not been able to 
bring this John, who had deluded him, to punish¬ 
ment; yet he had captives enough, as well as the 
corrupted part of the city, to satisfy his anger, 
when it missed of John. So he entered the city 
in the midst of acclamations of joy; and when 
he had given orders to the soldiers to pull down 
a small part of the wall, as of a city taken in 
war, lie repressed those that had disturbed the 
city, rather by threatenings than by executions; 
for he thought that many would accuse innocent 
ersons, out of their animosities and quarrels, if 
e should attempt to distinguish those that were 
worthy of punishment from the rest; and that it 
was better to let a guilty person alone in his fears, 
than to destroy with him any one that did not 
deserve it, for that probably such a one might be 
taught prudence, by the fear of the punishment 
he had deserved, and have a shame upon him for 
his former offences, when he had been forgiven; 
but that the punishment of such as have been 
once put to death could never be retrieved. 
However, he placed a garrison in the city for its 
security, by which means he should restrain those 
that were for innovations,and should leave those 
that were peaceably disposed in greater security. 
And thus was all Clalilee taken, but this not till 
after it had cost the Romans much pains before 
it could he taken by them. 

CHAP. III. 

Concerning 1 John of Gischaln. Concerning the 
Zealots, and the High Priest Ananias: as also 
hoiv the Jews raised Seditions one against an¬ 
other [in Jerusalem.] 

§ 1. Now upon John’s entry into Jerusalem 
the whole body of the people were in an uproar, 
and ten thousand of them crowded about every 
one oi the fugitives that were come to them, and 
inquired of them what miseries had happened 
abroad, when their breath was so short, auu hot, 
and quick, that of itself it declared the great dis¬ 
tress they were in; yet did they talk big under 
their misfortunes, and pretended to say, that they 
had not fled away from the Romans, but came 
thither in order to fight them with less hazard; 
for that it would be an unreasonable and a fruit¬ 
less thing for them to expose themselves to des¬ 
perate hazards about Gischala, and such weak 
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cities, whereas they ou^ht to lay up their wea¬ 
pons and their zeal, ana reserve it tor their me¬ 
tropolis. Rut when they related to them the 
taking of Gischala, and their decent departure, 
as they pretended, from that place, many of the 
people understood it to be no Setter than a (light; 
and especially when the people were told of those 
that were made captives, they were in great con¬ 
fusion, and guessed those things to be plain indi¬ 
cations that they should be taxen aho. Rut for 
John, he was very little concerned for those he 
had left behind him, but went about among all 
the people, and persuaded them to go to war, by 
the hopes he gave them. He affirmed that the 
affairs of the Romans were in a weak condition, 
and extolled his own power. He also jested upon 
the ignorance of the unskilful, as it those Ro¬ 
mans, although they should take to themselves 
wings, could never lly over the wall of Jerusalem, 
who found such great difficulties in taking the 
villages of Galilee, and had broken their engines 
of war against their walls. 

2. These harangues of John’s corrupted a great 
part of the young men, and puffed them up for 
the war; but as to the more prudent part, and 
those in years, there was not a man of them but 
foresaw what was coming, and made lamenta¬ 
tion on that account, as it the city was already 
undone: and in this confnsion were the people. 
But then it must be observed, that the multitude 
that came out of the country were at discord be¬ 
fore the Jerusalem sedition began; for Titus 
went from Gischala to Caesarea, and Vespasian 
from Caesarea to Jamnia and Azotus, and took 
them both; nnd when he had put garrisons into 
them, he came back with a great number of the 
people, who were come over to him, upon his 
giving them his right hand for their preserva¬ 
tion. There were besides disorders and civil 
wars in every city, and all those that were at 
quiet from the Romans turned their hands one 
against another. There was also a bitter contest 
between those that were fond of war. and those 
that were desirous of peace. At the first this 
quarrelsome temper caught hold of private fami¬ 
lies, who could not agree among themselves; 
after which those people that were the dearest 
to one another brake through all restraints with 
regard to each other, and every one associated 
with those of his own opinion, and began already 
to stand in opposition one to another; so that se¬ 
ditions arose every where, while those that were 
for innovations, and were desirous of war, by 
their youth and boldness were too hard for the 
aged and the prudent men. And, in the first 
place, all the people of every place betook them¬ 
selves to rapine; after which they got together 
in bodies, in order to rob the people of the coun¬ 
try, insomuch that for barbarity and iniquity 
those of the same nation did noway differ from 
the Romans; nay, it seemed to be a much lighter 
thing to be ruined by the Romans than by them¬ 
selves. 

3. Now the Roman garrisons, which guarded 
the cities, partly out of their uneasiness to take 
such trouble upon them, and partly out of the 
hatred they bare to the Jewish nation, did little 
or nothing towards relieving the miserable, till 
the captains of these troops of robbers, being sa¬ 
tiated with rapines in the country, got all to¬ 
gether from all parts, and became a band of 
wickedness, and all together crept iuto Jerusu- 

* This name Dorcas in Creek was Tnbitlia in He¬ 
brew or Syriac, as Acts ix. 3t*. Accordingly, some of 
the manuscript set it down tiere Tabetha.or Tnbeta. 
Nor can the context in Josephus he made out hy sup* 
posinc the rending lo have been this, the son of Tnbitlia, 
which, in the language of our country denotes Dorcas 
[or a doe.] 

t Here wc may discover tlie utter disgrace and ruin of 
the high priesthood among the Jews, when undeserv¬ 
ing, ignohle, and vile persons were advanced to that no- 
tie office by the seditious; which sort of high priests, as 


lem, which was now become a city without a go¬ 
vernor, and, as the ancient custom was, received 
without distinction all that belonged to their na¬ 
tion; and these they then received, because all 
men supposed that those who came so fast into 
the city, came out of kindness, and for.their as¬ 
sistance, although these very men, besides the 
seditions they raised, were otherwise the direct 
cause of the city’s destruction also; for as they 
were an unprofitable and a useless multitude, 
they spent those provisions beforehand which 
might otherwise have been sufficient for the fight¬ 
ing men. Moreover, besides the bringing on the 
war, they were the occasions of sedition and 
famine therein. 

4. There were besides these, other robbers that 
came out of the country, and came into the city, 
and joining to them those that were worse than 
themselves, omitted no kind of barbarity; for 
they did not measure their courage by their ra¬ 
pines and plunderings only, but proceeded as far 
as murdering men; and this not in the night time 
or privately, or with regard to ordinary men, but 
did it openly in the day time, and began with the 
most eminent persons in the city; for the first 
man thej^ meddled with was Antipas, one of the 
royal lineage, and the most potent man in the 
w&ole city, insomuch that the public, treasures 
were committed to his care: him they took and 
confined, as they did in the next place to Lcvias, 
a person of great note, with Sophas the son of 
Raguel; both of whom were of royal lineage 
also. And besides these, they did the same to 
the principal men of the country. This caused 
a terrible consternation among the people, and 
every one contented himself with taking care of 
his own safety, as they would do if the city had 
been taken in war. 

5. Rut these were not satisfied with the bonds 
into which they had put the men forementioned; 
nor did they think it safe for them to keep them 
thus in custody long, since they were men very 
powerful, and had numerous families of their 
own that were able to avenge them. Nay, they 
thought the very people would perhaps be so 
moved at these unjust proceedings, as to rise in 
a body against them: it was therefore resolved 
to have them slain. Accordingly, they sent one 
John, xvho was the most bloody-minded of them 
all, to do that execution: this man was also call¬ 
ed the son of Dorcas,* in the language of our 
country. Ten more men went along with him 
into the prison, with their swords drawn, and so 
they cut the throats of those that were in custody 
there. The grand lying pretence these men 
made for so flagrant an enormity was this, that 
these men had had conferences with the Romans 
for a surrender of Jerusalem to them ; and so they 
said they had slain only such as were traitors to 
their common liberty. Upon the whole, they 
grew the more insolent upon this bold prank of 
theirs, as though they had been the benefactors 
and saviors of the city. 

6. Now the people were come to that degree 
of meanness and fear, and these robbers to that 
degree of madness, that these last took upon 
them to appoint high priests.f So when they had 
disannulled the succession, according to those 
families out of which the high priests used to be 
made, they ordained certain unknown and igno¬ 
ble persons for that office, that they might have 
their nssistance in their wicked undertakings, 

Josephus well remarks here, were thereupon obliged to 
comply with and assist those that advanced them in 
their impious practices. The names of these high 
priests, or rather ridiculous nnd profane persons, were 
Jcsustheson of J)arnneu9, Jesus the son of Gamaliel, 
Matthias the son of Theophilus,and that prodigious ig¬ 
noramus, IMiannias the son of Samuel; all which we 
shall meet within Josephus’s future history of this war; 
nor do we meet with any other so much ns preten¬ 
ded high priest after Phannias, till Jerusalem wai 
taken and destroyed. 
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for such as obtained this highest of all honors 
without any desert, were forced to comply with 
those that bestowed it on them. They aUo set 
the principal men at variance one with another, 
by several sorts of contrivances and tricks, and 
gained the opportunity ofdoing what they pleased, 
by the mutual quarrels of those who might have 
obstructed their measures; till at length, when 
they were satiated with the unjust actions they 
had* done towards men, they transferred their 
contumelious behavior to God himself, and came 
into the sanctuary with polluted feet. 

7. And now the multitude were going to rise 
against them already; for Ananus, the ancientest 
of the high priests, persuaded them to it. He 
was a very prudent man, and had perhaps saved 
the city, if he could have escaped the hands of 
those that plotted against him. Those men made 
the temple of God a strong hold for them, and a 
place whither they might resort, in order to avoid 
the troubles they feared from the people; the 
sanctuary was now become a refuge, and a shop 
of U ranny. They also mixed jesting among the 
miseries they introduced, which was more intole¬ 
rable than what they did ; for in order to try what 
surprise the people would be under, and how far 
their own power extended, they undertook to 
dispose of the high priesthood by casting lots for 
it, whereas, as we have said already, it was to 
clesceud by succession in a family. The pretence 
they made for this strange attempt was an ancient 
practice, while they said, that of old it was de¬ 
termined by lot; but in truth, it was no better 
than a dissolution of an undeniable law, and a 
cunning contrivance to seize upon the govern¬ 
ment, derived from those that presumed to appoint 
governors as they themselves pleased. 

H. Hereupon they sent for one of the pontifical 
tribes, which is called Eniachim,* and cast lots 
which of it should be the high priest. By fortune 
the lot so fell as to demonstrate their iniquity 
after the plainest manner, for it fi ll upon one 
whose name was Phannias, the son of Samuel, of 
the village Aptha. He was a man not only un¬ 
worthy of the high priesthood, but that did not 
well know what the high priesthood was, such a 
mere rustic was he: yet did they hale this man, 
without his own consent, out of the country, as if 
they were acting a play upon the stage, and 
adorned him with a counterfeit face: they also 
put upon him the sacred garments, and upon eve¬ 
ry occasion instructed him what he was to do. 
This horrid piece of wickedness was sport and 
pastime with them, but occasioned the other 
priests, who, at a distance saw their law made a 
jest of, to shed tears, and sorely lament the dis¬ 
solution of such a sacred dignity. 

9. And now the people could no longer bear 
the insolence of this procedure, but did all to¬ 
gether run zealously in order to overthrow that 
tyranny: and indeed they were Gorion the son 
of Josephus, and Svnieonf the son of Gamaliel, 
who encouraged them, by going up anti down 
when they were assembled together in crowds, 
and as they saw them alone, to bear no longer, 
but to inilict punishment upon these pests and 
plagues of their freedom, and to purge ihe tem¬ 
ple of these bloody polluters of it. The best es¬ 
teemed also of the high priests, Jesus the son of 
Gamala, and Ananus the «on of Ananus, when 
they were at their assemblies, bitterly reproach¬ 
ed the people for their sloth, and excited them 
against the zealots; for that was the name they 
went by, as if they were zealous in good under- 

*This tribe or course of the high priests, or priests 
here called Enialum, seems to the learned Mr. Lowth, 
one well versed in Josephus, to be that 1 Chron. xxiv. 
12, the course of Jakim , where some copies have the 
course of FJiakim; and I lhink this to be by no means 
an improbable conjecture. 

t This fctymeon, the son of Gamaliel, is mentioned as 
the president of the Jewish sanhedrim, and one that 


takings, and were not rather zealous in the worst 
actions, and extravagant in them beyond the ex. 
ample of others. 

10. And now, when the multitude were gotten 
together to an assembly, and every one was in 
indignation at these men’s seizing upon the sanc¬ 
tuary, at their rapine and murders, but had not 
yet begun their attacks upon them, (the reason 
of which was this, that they imagined it to be a 
difficult thing to suppress these zealots, as in¬ 
deed the case was,) Ananus stood in the midst of 
them, and casting his eye? frequently at the 
temple, and having a llood of tears in Via eyes, 
he said, “ Certainly it had been good for me to 
die before I had seen the house of God full of so 
many abominations, or these sacred places that 
ought not to be trodden upon at random, filled 
with the feet of these blood-shedding villains; 
yet do I, who am clothed with the vestments of 
the high priesthood, and am called by that most 
venerable name [of high priest,] still live, and 
am but too fond of living, and cannot endure to 
undergo a death which would be the glory of my 
old age; and if I were the only person concern¬ 
ed, and as it were in a desert, I would give up 
my life, and that alone for God’s sake; for to 
what purpose is it to live among a people insen¬ 
sible of their calamities, and where there is no 
notion remaining of any remedy for the miseries 
that are upon them? for when you are seized 
upon, you bear it, when you are beaten you are 
silent, and when the people are murdered, no¬ 
body dares so much as send out a groan openly. 
O bitter tyranny that we are unci* r! But w'hy do 
I complain of the tyrants? Wu s it not you. and 
your sufferance of them, that Ik \ e nourished 
them? Was it not you that ovei looked those 
that first of all got together, for they were then 
but a few, and by your silence made them grow 
to be many, and by conniving at them when they 
took arms, in effect armed them against your¬ 
selves? You ought to have then prevented their 
first attempts, when the)' fell a reproaching your 
relations; but by neglecting that care in time, 
you have encouraged these wretches to plunder 
men. When houses were pillaged, nobody said 
a w'ord, which was the occasion why they carried 
off the owners of those houses, and when they 
were drawn through the midst of the city, nobo¬ 
dy came to their assistance. They then proceed¬ 
ed to put those whom you have betrayed into 
their hands into bonds; I do not say how maay, 
and of what characters those men were whom 
they thus served, but certainly they were such 
as were accused by none, and condemned by 
none: and since nobody succored them when 
they were put in bonds, the consequence was, 
that you saw the same persons slain. We have 
seen this also; so that still the best of the herd 
of brute animals, as it were, have been still led 
to be sacrificed, when yet nobody said one word, 
or moved his right hand for their preservation. 
Will you bear, therefore, will you bear to see 
your sanctuary trampled on? and will you lay 
steps for these profane wretches, upon which 
they may mount to higher degrees of insolence? 
Will you not pluck them down from their ex¬ 
altation? for even by this time, they had pro¬ 
ceeded to higher enormities, if they had been 
able to overthrow any thing greater than the 
sanctuary. They have seized upon the strongest 
place of the whole city; yon may call it the tem¬ 
ple, if you please, though it be like a citadel or 
fortress. j\ow, while you have tyranny in so 

perished in'ne destruction of Jerusalem, by the Jewish 
rabbins, as observes on this place. lie also 

tells us, that those rabbins mention one Jesus the son of 
Camilla, as once a high priest t ut this long before the 
destruction of Jerusalem ; so that if lie were ihesame 
person with this Jesus, the son of Gainala, in Josephus, 
he must have lived to be very old, or they have been 
very bad chronologers. 
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great a degree walled in, and see your enemies 
over your heads, to what purpose is it to take 
counsel? and what have you to support your 
miuds withal? Perhaps you wait for the Ro¬ 
mans, that they may protect our holy places: 
are our matters then brought to that pass, and 
are we come to that degree of misery, that our 
enemies themselves are expected to pity us? O 
wretched creatures! will not you rise up, and 
turn upon those that strike yon? which you may 
observe in wild beasts themselves, that they will 
avenge themselves on those that strike them. 
Will you not call to mind, every one of you, the 
calamities you yourselves have suffered? nor lay 
before your eyes what afflictions you yourselves 
have undergone? and will not such things sharp¬ 
en your souls to revenge? Is therefore that most 
honorable and most natural of our passions ut¬ 
terly lost, I mean the desire of liberty? Truly 
we arc in love with slavery, and in love with 
those that lord it over us, as if we had received 
that principle of subjection from our ancestors; 
yet did they undergo many and great wars for 
the sake of" liberty; nor were they so far over¬ 
come by the power of the Egyptians or the 
Medes, but that sYill they did what they thought 
fit, notwithstanding their commands to the con¬ 
trary. And what occasion is there now for a war 
with the Romans? (I meddle not with determin¬ 
ing whether it be an advantageous and profitable 
war or not.) What pretence is there for it? Is 
it not that we may enioy our liberty? Besides, 
shall we not bear the lords of the habitable earth 
to be lords over us, and yet bear tyrants of our 
own country? Although I must say that submis¬ 
sion to foreigners may be borne, because fortune 
hath already doomed us to it, while submission 
to wicked people of our own nation is too un¬ 
manly, and Drought upon us by our own consent. 
However, since I have had occasion to mention 
the Romans, I will not conceal a thing, that, as I 
am speaking, comes into my mind, and affects 
me considerably; it is this, that though we should 
be taken by them, (God forbid the event should 
be so,) yet we can undergo nothing that will be 
harder to be borne than what these men have al¬ 
ready brought upon us. How then can we avoid 
shedding of tears, when we see the Roman dona¬ 
tions in our temple, while we withal see those of 
our own nation taking our spoils, and plundering 
our glorious metropolis, and slaughtering our 
men, from which enormities these Romans them¬ 
selves would have abstained? To see those Ro¬ 
mans never going beyond the bounds allotted to 
profane persons, nor venturing to break in upon 
any of our sacred customs, nay, having a horror 
on their minds when they view at a distance those 
sacred walls; while some that have been born in 
this very country, and brought up in our customs, 
and called Jews, do walk about in the midst of 
the holy places, at the very time when their hands 
arc still warm with the slaughter of their own 
countrymen. Besides, can any one be afraid of a 
war abroad, and that w r ith such as will have com¬ 
paratively much greater moderation than our own 
people have? For truly, if we may suit our words 
to tiie things they represent, it is probable one 
may hereafter find the Romans to be the support¬ 
ers of our law's, and those within ourselves the 
suhverte-rs of them. And now I am persuaded 
that every one of you here comes satisfied, before 
I speak, that these overthrowers of our liberties 
deserve to be destroyed, and that nobody can so 
much as devise a punishment that they have not 
deserved by what they have done, and that you 
are all provoked against them by ♦bose their 
wicked actions, when;e you have suffered so 
greatly. But perhaps many of you arc affright¬ 
ed at the multitude of those zealots, and at their 
audaciousness, as well ns at the advantage they 
have over us in their being higher in place than 
we are; for these circumstances, as they have 


been occasioned by your negligence, so will they 
become still greater by being still longer neglect¬ 
ed ; for their multitude is every day augmented, 
by every ill man’s running away to those that are 
like to themselves, and their audaciousness is 
therefore inflamed because they meet with no 
obstruction to their designs. And for their higher 
place, they will make use of it for engines also, 
if we give them time to do so; but be assured of 
this, that if we get up to fight them, they will be 
made tamer by their own consciences; and what 
advantages they have in the height of their situa¬ 
tion, they will lose by the opposition of their 
reason; perhaps also God himself, who hath been 
affronted by them, will make what they throw 
at us return against themselves, and these impi¬ 
ous wretches will be killed by their own darts: 
let us but make our appearance before them, and 
they will come to nothing. However, it is a 
right thing, if there should be any danger in the 
attempt, to die before these holy gates, and to 
spend our very lives, if not for the sake of our 
children and wives, yet for God’s sake, and for 
the sake of his sanctuary. I will assist you both 
with my counsel and with my hand; norshall any 
sagacity of ours be wanting for your support, nor 
shall you see that I will be sparing ot my body 
neither.” 

11. By these motives Ananus encouraged the 
multitude to go against the zealots, although he 
knew how difficult it would be to disperse them, 
because of their multitude, and their youth, and 
the courage of their souls, but chiefly because of 
their consciousness of what they had done, since 
they would not yield, as not so much as hoping 
for pardon at the last for those their enormities. 
However, Ananus resolved to undergo whatever 
suffering might come upon him, rathe.- man over¬ 
look things, now they were in such great confu¬ 
sion. So the multitude cried out to him, to lead 
them on against those whom he had described iu 
his exhortation to them, and every one of them 
was most readily disposed to run any hazard 
whatsoever on that account. 

12, Now while Ananus was choosing out his 
men, and putting those that were proper for hi9 
purpose in array for fighting, the zealots got in¬ 
formation of his undertaking, (for there were 
some who went to them, and told them all that 
the people were doing,) and were irritated at it, 
and leaping out of the temple in crowds, and by 
parties, spared none whom they met with. Upon 
this Auanus got the populace togetheron the sud¬ 
den, who were more numerous indeed than the 
zealots, but inferior to them in arms, because 
they had not been regularly put into array for 
fighting, but the alacrity that every body showed 
supplied all their defects on both sides, the citi¬ 
zens taking up so great a passion as was stronger 
than arms, and deriving a degree of courage from 
the temple, more forcible than any multitude 
whatsoever: and indeed these citizens thought it 
was not possible for them to dwell in the city, 
unless they could cut off’the robbers that were in 
it. The zealots also thought that unless they 

revailed, there w'ould be no punishment so baa, 

ut it would be inflicted on them. So their con¬ 
flicts were conducted by their passions, and at 
the first they only cast stones at each other in the 
city, and before the temple, and threw their jave¬ 
lins at a distance; but when either of them were 
too hard for the other, they made use cY their 
swords; and great slaughter was made oa both 
sides, and a great number were wounded. As 
for the dead bodies of the people, their relations 
carried them out to their own houses; but when 
any of the zealots were wounded, he went up 
into the temple, and defiled that sacred floor with 
his blood, insomuch that one may say it was 
their blood alone that polluted our sanctuary. 
Now in these conflicts the robbers always sallied 
out of the temple, and were too hard for their 
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enemies; but the populace grew very angry, 
and became more and more numerous, and re¬ 
proached those that gave back, and those behind 
would not afford room to those that were goingoff, 
but forced them on again, till at length they 
made their whole body to turn against their ad¬ 
versaries, and the robbers could no longer op¬ 
pose them, but were forced gradually to retire 
into the temple; when Ananus* and his party 
fell into it at the same time together with them. 
This horribly affrighted the robbers, because it 
deprived them of the first court; so they fled 
into the inner court immediately, and shut the 
gates. Now A nanus did not think fit to make any 
attack against the holy gates, although the other 
threw their stones and darts at them from above. 
He also deemed it unlawful to introduce the mul¬ 
titude into that court before they were purified; 
he therefore chose out of them all by lot six 
thousand armed men, and placed them as guards 
in the cloisters; so there was a succession of 
such guards one after another, and every one 
was forced to attend in his course; although 
many of the chief of the city were dismissed by 
those that then took on them the government, 
upon their hiring some of the poorer sort, and 
sending them to keep the guard in their stead. 

13. Now it was John who, as we told you, ran 
away from Gischala, that was the occasion of all 
these being destroyed. He was a man of great 
craft, and bore about him in his soul a strong pas¬ 
sion after tyranny, and at a distance was the ad¬ 
viser in these actions; and indeed at this time he 
pretended to be of the people’s opinion, and went 
all about with Ananus, when he consulted the 
great men every day, and in the night time also 
when he went round the watch; but he divulged 
their secrets to the zealots, and every thing that 
the people deliberated about was by this means 
known to their enemies, even before it had been 
well agreed upon by themselves. And by way 
of contrivance how he might not be brought into 
suspicion, he cultivated the greatest friendship 
possible with Ananus, and with the chiefs of the 

eople; yet did this overdoing of his turn against 

im, for he flattered them so extravagantly, that 
he was but the more suspected: and his constant 
attendance every where, even when he was not 
invited to be present, made him strongly suspect¬ 
ed of betraying their secrets to the enemy; for 
they plainly perceived that they understood all 
the resolutions taken against them at their con¬ 
sultations. Nor was there any one whom they had 
so much reason to suspect of that discovery as 
this John; yet was it not easy to get quit of him, 
so potent was he grown by his wicked practices. 
He was also supported by many of those eminent 
men, who were to be consulted upon all consider¬ 
able affairs; it was therefore thought reasonable 
to oblige him to give them assurance of his good¬ 
will upon oath: accordingly, John took such an 
oath readily, that he would be on the people’s 
side, and would not betray any of their counsels 
or practices to their enemies, and would assist 
them in overthrowing those that attacked them, 
and that both by his hand and his advice. So 
Ananus and his party believed his oath, and did 
now receive him to their consultations without 
further suspicion; nay, so far did they believe 
him, that they sent him as their ambassador into 
the temple, to the zealots, with proposals of ac¬ 
commodation; for they were very desirous to 
avoid the pollution of the temple as much as they 
possibly could, and that no one of their nation 
should be slain therein. 

14. But now this John, as if his oath had been 

* It is worth noting here, that this Ananus, the best 
of the Jetvs at this time, and the high priest, who w’as 
ao very uneasy at the profanation of the Jewish courts 
of the temple hy the zealots, did not, however, scruple 
the profanation of the court of the Oentt/cs ; as in our 
Saviour’s days it w’as very much profaned by the Jews, 
66 
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made to the zealots, and for confirmation of his 
good-will to them, and not against them, went 
into the temple, and stood in the midst of them, 
and spake as follow's: that “he had run many 
hazards on their account, and in order to let them 
know of every thing that was secretly contrived 
against them by Ananus and his party; but that 
both he and they should be ca«t into the most 
imminent danger, unless some providential as¬ 
sistance were afforded them; for that Ananus 
made no longer delay, but had prevailed with the 
people to send ambassadors to Vespasian, to in¬ 
vite him to come presently and take the city; 
and that he had appointed a fast for the next day 
against them, that they might obtain admission 
into the temple on a religious account, or gain it 
by force, and fight with them there; that he did 
not see how' long they could either endure a siege, 
or how they could fight against so many enemies.’* 
He added farther, “that it was by the’ providence 
of God he was himself sent an ambassador to 
them for an accommodation: for that Ananus 
did therefore offer them such proposals, that he 
might come upon them when they were unarm¬ 
ed; that they ought to choose one of these two 
methods, either to intercede W'ith those that 
guarded them, to save their lives, or to provide 
some foreign assistance for themselves: that if 
they fostered themselves with the holies of par¬ 
don, in case they were subdued, they had forgot¬ 
ten what desperate things they' had done, or could 
suppose, that as soon as the actors repented, those 
that had suffered by them must be presently re¬ 
conciled to them: while those that have done 
injuries, though they pretend to repent of them, 
are frequently hated by T the others for that sort 
of repentance; and that the sufferers, when they 
get the power into their hands, are usually still 
more severe upon the actors; that the friends 
and kindred off those that had been destroyed 
would always be laying plots against them; and 
that a large body of people were very angry on 
account of their gross breaches of their laws, and 
[illegal] judicatures, insomuch, that although 
some part might commiserate them, those would 
be quite overborne by the majority.” 

CHAP. IV. 

The Idumeans, being' sent for by the Zealots , 
came immediately to Jerusalem; and when they 
were excluded out of the city, they lay all J\'ight 
there. Jesus , one of the High Priests, makes a 
Speech to them; and Simon, the Idumean,makes 
a Reply to it. 

5 1. Now by this crafty speech John made the 
zealots afraid; yet he durst not directly name 
what foreign assistance he meant, but in a covert 
way only intimated at the idumcans. But now 
that he might particularly irritate the leaders of 
the zealots, he calumniated Ananus, that he w as 
about a piece of barbarity, and did in a special 
manner threaten them. These leaders were 
Eleazar, the son of Simon, who seemed the most 
plausible man of them all, both in considering 
what was fit to be done, and in the execution ot* 
what he hnd determined upon, and Zachnrias, 
the son of Phalek, both of whom derived their 
families from the priests. Now when these two 
men had heard not only the common threaten- 
ings which belonged to them all, but those pecu¬ 
liarly levelled against themselves, and, besides 
how Ananus ana his party, in order to secure 
their own dominion, had invited the Romans to 
come to them, for that abo was part of John’s 
lie, they hesitated a great while what they should 

and made a market-place, nay, a den of thieves, with¬ 
out scruple. Malt. xxi. 12,13 ; Mark xi. 15—17. Accor¬ 
dingly, Josephus himself, when he speaks of the two 
inner courts, calls them both or holy places, but 
so far as I remember, he never gives that character 
to the court of the Gentiles. See Ik v. ch. ii. sect. 2. 
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do, considering the shortness of the time by 
which they were straitened; because the people 
were prepared to attack them very soon, and 
because tne suddenness of the plot laid against 
them had almost cut ofif all their hopes of getting 
any foreign assistance; for they might be under 
the height of their afflictions before any of their 
confederates could be informed of it. However, 
it was resolved to call in the Idumeans; so they 
wrote a short letter to this effect, that “ Ananus 
had imposed on the people, and was betraying 
their metropolis to the Romans; that they them¬ 
selves had revolted from the rest, and were in 
custody in the temple, on account of the preser¬ 
vation of their liberty; that there was but a 
small time left wherein they might hope for their 
deliverance; and that unless they would come 
immediately to their assistance, they should 
themselves be soon in the power of Ananus, and 
the city would be in the power of the Romans.” 
They also charged the messengers to tell many 
more circumstances to the rulers of the Iduine- 
ans. Now there were two active men proposed 
for the carrying this message, and such as were 
well able to speak, and to persuade them that 
things were in this posture; and, what was a 
qualification still more necessary than the for¬ 
mer, they were very swift of foot; for they knew 
well enough that these -would immediately com¬ 
ply with their desires, as being ever a tumultu¬ 
ous and disorderly nation, always on the watch 
upon every motion, delighting in mutations; and 
upon your flattering them ever so little, and pe¬ 
titioning them, they soon take their arms, and 
put themselves into motion, and make haste to 
a battle, as if it were to a feast. There was, in¬ 
deed, occasion for quick despatch in the carrying 
of this message, in which point the messengers 
were no wav defective. Both their names were 
Ananias; and they soon came to the rulers of 
the Idumeans. 

2. Now these rulers were greatly surprised at 
the contents of the letter, and at what those that 
came with it further told them; whereupon they 
ran about the nation like madmen, and made 
proclamation that the people should come to war; 
so a multitude was suddenly got together, sooner 
indeed than the time appointed in the proclama¬ 
tion, and every body caught up their arms, in 
order to maintain the liberty of their metropolis; 
and twenty thousand of them were put into battle 
array, and came to Jerusalem, under four com¬ 
manders, John and Jacob, the sons of Sosas; and 
besides these were Simon the son of Cathlas, and 
Phineas the son of Clnsotlms. 

3. Now this exit of the messengers was not 
known either to Ananus, or to the guards, but 
the approach of the Idumeaus was known to him ; 
for as lie knew of it before they came, he ordered 
the gates to be shut against them, and that the 
walls should be guarded. Yet did he not by any 
means think of fighting against them, but, before 
they came to blows, to try what persuasions 
would do. Accordingly, Jesus, the eldest of the 
high priests next to Ananus, stood upon the 
tower that was over against them, and said thus, 
‘Many troubles indeed, and those of various 

kinds, have fallen upon this city, yet in none of 
them have I so much wondered at her fortune as 
now, when you are come to assist wicked men, 
nnd this after a manner very extraordinary; for 
1 see that you are come to support the vilest men 
against us, and this with so great alacrity, as you 
could hardly nut on the like, in case our metro- 

{ >olis had called you to her assistance against 
larbarians. And if I had perceived that your 
army was composed of men like unto those who 
invited them, I had not deemed your attempt so 
absurd. For nothing does so much cement the 
minds of men together aa the alliance there is 
between their manners. But now for these men 
who have invited you, if you were to examine 


them one by one, every one of them would be 
found to have deserved ten thousand deaths; for 
the very rascality and offscouring of the whole 
country, who have spent in debauchery their 
own substance, and, by way of trial beforehand, 
have madly plundered the neighboring villages 
and cities, in the upshot of all have privately 
run together into this holy city. They arc rob¬ 
bers, who by their prodigious wickedness have 
rofaned this most sacred floor, and who are to 
e now seen drinking themselves drunk in the 
sanctuary, and expending the spoils of those 
whom they have slaughtered upon their unsa¬ 
lable bellies. As for the multitude that is with 
you, one may see them so decently adorned in their 
armor, as it would become them to be, had their 
metropolis called them to her assistance against 
foreigners. What can n man call this procedure 
of yours, but the sport of fortune, when he sees 
a whole nation coming to protect a sink of wicked 
wretches? I have for a good while been in doubt 
what it could possibly be that should move you 
to do this so suddenly; because certainly you 
would not take on your armor on behalf of rob¬ 
bers, and against a people of kin to you, without 
some very great cause for your so doing. But 
we have an item that the Romans are pretended, 
and that we are supposed to be going to betray 
this city to them; for some of your men have 
lately made a clamor about those matters, and 
have said they are come to set their metropolis 
free. Now, we cannot but admire at these 
wretches in their devising such a lie as this 
against us; for they knew there was no other way 
to irritate against us men that were naturally de¬ 
sirous of liberty, and on that account the* best 
disposed to fight against foreign enemies, but by 
framing a tale as if we were going to betray that 
most desirable thing, liberty. But you ought to 
consider what sort of people they are that raise 
this calumny, and against what sort of people 
that calumny is raised, and to gather the truth of 
things, not by fictitious speeches, but out of the 
actions of both parties; for what occasion is there 
for us to sell ourselves to the Romans; while it 
was in our power not to have revolted from them 
at first, or, when we had once revolted, to have 
returned under their dominion again; and this 
while the neighboring countries were not yet 
laid waste? whereas, it is not an easy thing to be 
reconciled to the Romans, if we were desirous of 
it, now they have subdued Galilee, and are 
thereby become proud and insolent; and to en¬ 
deavor to please them at the time when they 
are so near us, would bring such a reproach upon 
us as were worse than death. As for myself in¬ 
deed, I should have preferred peace with them 
before death; but now we have once made war 
upon them, and fought with them, I prefer death 
with reputation, belore living in captivity under 
them. But farther, whether do they pretend that 
we, who are the rulers of the people, have sent 
thus privately to the Romans, or hath it beer 
done by the common suffrages of the people? If 
it be ourselves only that have done it, let them 
name those friends of ours that have been sent, 
as our servants, to manage this treachery. Hath 
any one been caught as he went out on this er¬ 
rand, or seized upon as he came back? Are they 
in possession of our letters? How could he be 
concealed from such a vast number of our fellow- 
citizens, among whom we are conversant every 
hour, while what is done privately in the coun¬ 
try, is, it seems, known by the zealots, who are 
but few in number, and under confinement also, 
and are not able to come out of the temple into 
the city. Is this the first time that they are be¬ 
come sensible how they onght to be punished for 
their insolent actions? For while these men were 
free from the fear they are now under, there was 
no suspicion raised that any of us were traitors. 
But if they lay this charge against the people 
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this must have been done at a public consultation, 
and not one of the people must have dissented 
from the rest of the assembly; in which case the 
public fame of this matter would have come to 
you sooner than any particular indication. But 
how could that be? Must there not then have 
been ambassadors sent to confirm the agree¬ 
ments? And let them tell us who this ambassador 
was, that was ordained for that purpose. But 
this is no other than a pretence of such men as 
are loath to die, and are laboring to escape those 
unishments that hang over them: for if fate 
ad determined that this city was to be betrayed 
into its enemies’ hands, no other than these men 
that accuse us falsely could have the impudence 
to do it, there being no wickedness wanting to 
complete their impudent practices but this only, 
that they become traitors. And now you Idu- 
means are come hither already with your arms; 
it is your duty, in the first place, to be assisting 
to your metropolis, and to join with us in cutting 
off those tyrants that have infringed the rules of 
our regular tribunals, that have trampled upon 
our laws, and made their swords the arbitrators 
of right and wrong; for they have seized upon 
men of great eminence, and under no accusation, 
as they stood in the midst of the market-place, 
and tortured them with putting them into bonds, 
and, without bearing to hear what they had to 
say, or what supplications they made, they de¬ 
stroyed them. You may, if you please, come into 
the city, though not in the way of war, and take 
a view of the marks still remaining of what I 
now say, and may see the houses that have been 
depopulated by their rapacious hands, with those 
wives and families that are in black, mourning 
for their slaughtered relations; as also you may 
hear their groans and lamentations all the city 
over; for there is nobody but hath tasted of the 
incursions of these profane wretches, who have 
proceeded to that degree of madness, as. not only 
to have transferred their impudent robberies out 
of the country, and the remote cities, into this 
city, the very face and head of the whole nation, 
but out of the city into the temple also; for that 
is now made their receptacle and refuge, and 
the fountain-head whence their preparations are 
made against us. And this place, which is adored 
by the habitable world, and honored by such as 
only know it by report, as far as the ends of the 
earth, is trampled upon by these wild beasts born 
among ourselves. They now triumph in the des- 
erate condition they are already in, when they 
ear that one people is going to fight against 
another people, and one city against another 
city, and that your nation hath gutten an army 
together against its own bowels. Instead of which 
procedure, it were highly fit and reasonable, as I 
said before, for you to join with us in cutting off 
these wretches, and in particular to be revenged 
on them for putting this very cheat upon you: I 
mean, for having the impudence to invite you to 
assist them, of whom they ought to have stood in 
fear, as ready to punish them. But if you have 
some regard to these men's invitation of you, yet 
may you lay aside your arms, and come into the 
city under the notion of our kindred, and take 
upon you a middle name between that of auxi¬ 
liaries and of enemies, and so become judges in 
this case. However, consider what these men 
will gain by being called into judgment before 
you, for such undeniable and such flagrant 
crimes, who would not vouchsafe to hear such as 
had no accusations laid against them to speak a 
word for themselves. However, let them gain 
this advantage by your coming. But still, if you 
will neither take our part in that indignation we 

♦This appellation of Jerusalem given it here by Si¬ 
mon, the general of the Jdumeans, The common city 
of the Idnmeans, who were proselytes of justice, as well 
as of the original native Jews, greatly confirms that 
maxim of the rabbins, here set down by Rela ,d, that 
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have at these men, nor judge between us, the 
third thing I have to propose is this, that you let 
us both alone, and neither insult upon our ca¬ 
lamities, nor abide with these plotters against 
their metropolis: for though you should have 
ever so great a suspicion that some of us have 
discoursed with the Romans, it is in your power 
to watch the passages into the city; and in case 
any thing that we have been accused of is brought 
to’light, then to come, and defend your metro¬ 
polis, and to inflict punishment on those that are 
found guilty; for the enemy cannot prevent you 
who are so near to the city. But if, after all, 
none of these proposals seem acceptable and mo¬ 
derate, do not you wonder that the gates are shut 
againstyou, while you bear your arms aboutyou.” 

4. Thus spake Jesus, yet did not the multitude 
of the Idumeans give any attention to what he 
said, but were in a rage, because they did not 
meet with a ready entrance into the city. The 
generals also had indignation at the offer of lay¬ 
ing down their arms, and looked upon it as equal 
to a captivity, to throw them away at any man’s 
injunction whomsoever. But Simon, the son of 
Cathlas, one of their commanders, with much 
ado quieted the tumult of his own men, and stood 
so that the high priests might hear him, and said 
as follows: “ I can no longer wonder that the pa¬ 
trons of liberty are under custody in the temple, 
since there are those that shut the gates of our 
common city to their own nation, and at the same 
time are prepared to admit the Romans into it; 
nay, perhaps are disposed to crown the gates 
with garlands at their coming, while they speak 
to the Idumeans from their own towers, and en¬ 
join them to throw down their arms, which they 
have taken up for the preservation of its liberty.* 
And while they will not intrust the guard of our 
metropolis to their kindred, profess to make them 
judges of the differences that are among them; 
nay, while they accuse some men of having slain 
others without a legal trial, they do themselves 
condemn a whole nation after an ignominious 
manner; and have now walled up that city from 
their own nation, which used to be open to even 
all foreigners that came to worship there. We 
have indeed come in great haste to you, and to 
a war against our own countrymen; and the rea¬ 
son why we have made such haste is this, that 
we may preserve that freedom which you are so 
unhappy as to betray. You have probably been 
guilty of the like crimes against those whom you 
keep in custody, and have, I suppose, collected 
together the like plausible pretences against 
them also, that you make use of against us: af¬ 
ter which you have gotten the mastery of those 
within the temple, and keep them in custody, 
while they are only taking care of the public af¬ 
fairs. You have also shut the gates oi the city 
in general against nations that are the most 
nearly related to you: and while you give such 
injurious commands to others, you complain that 
you have been tyrannized over by them, and fix 
the name of unjust governors upon such as are 
tyrannized over by yourselves. Who can bear 
this your abuse of words, while they have a re¬ 
gard to the contrariety of your actions, unless 
yon mean this, that those Idumeans do now ex¬ 
clude you out of your metropolis, whom you ex¬ 
clude from the sacred offices of your own coun¬ 
try. One may indeed justly complain of those 
that ave besieged in the temple, that when they 
had courage enough to punish those tyrauta 
which you call eminent men, and free from 
any accusations, because of their being your 
companions in wickedness, thev did not begin 
with you, and thereby cut oil' beforehand the 

Jerusalem iras not assigned or appropriated to the 
tribe of Benjamin or Judah . butcrery tribe had equal 
right to if'[at their coniine to worship there at the 
several festivals.] See a little before, cli. iii. sect. 3. 
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most dangerous parts of this treason. But if 
these men have been more merciful than the pub¬ 
lic necessity required, we that are Idmneans will 
preserve this house of God, and will fight for our 
common country, and will oppose by war as well 
tnose that attack them from abroad, as those 
that betray them from within. Here will we 
ab.de Hofore the walls in our armor, until either 
the Romans grow weary in waiting for you, or 
you become friends to liberty, and repent of what 
you have done against it.” 

5. And now did the Idumeans make an accla¬ 
mation to what Simon had said; but Jesus went 
away sorrowful, as seeing that the Idumeans 
were against all moderate counsels, and that the 
city was besieged on both sides. Nor indeed 
were the minds of the Idumeans at rest, for they 
were in a rage at the injury that had been offered 
them by their exclusion out of the city; and 
when they thought the zealots had been strong, 
but saw nothing of theirs to support them, they 
were in doubt about the matter, and many of 
them repented that they had come thither. But 
the shame that would attend them in case they 
returned without doing any thing at all, so far 
overcame that their repentance, that they lay all 
night before the wall, though in a very bad en¬ 
campment; for there brolce out a prodigious 
storm in the night, with the utmost violence, and 
very strong winds, with the largest showers of 
rain, with continual lightnings, terrible thunder¬ 
ing?, and amazing concussions and bellowings 
of the earth, that was in an earthquake. These 
things were a manifest indication that some de¬ 
struction was coming upon men, when the sys¬ 
tem of the world was put into this disorder, and 
any one would guess that these wonders fore¬ 
showed some graud calamities that were coming. 

6. Now the opinion of the Idumeans and of the 
citizens was one and the same. The Idumeans 
thought that God was angry at their taking arms, 
and that they would not escape punishment for 
their making war upon their metropolis. Ananus 
and his party thought that they had conquered 
without fighting, and that God acted as a gene¬ 
ral for them; but truly they proved both ill con¬ 
jectures at what was to come, and made those 
events to be ominous to their enemies, while they 
were themselves to undergo the ill effects of 
them; for the Idumeans fenced one another by 
uniting their bodies into one baud, and thereby 
kept themselves warm, and connecting their 
shields over their heads, were not so much hurt 
by the rain. But the zealots were more deeply 
concerned for the danger these men were in than 
they were for themselves, and got together, and 
looked about them to see whether they could de¬ 
vise any means of assisting them. The hotter 
sort of them thought it best to force their guards 
with their arms, and after that to fall into the 
midst of the city, and publicly open the gates to 
those that chine to their assistance; as supposing 
the guards would be in disorder, and give way 
at such an unexpected attempt of theirs, espe¬ 
cially as the greater part of them were unarm¬ 
ed, and unskilled in the atfairs of war; and that 
besides, the multitude of the citizens would not 
be easily gathered together, but confined to their 

’ houses by the storm; and that if there were any 
hazard in their undertaking, it became them to 
suffer any thing whatsoever themselves, rather 
than to overlook so great a multitude as were 
miserably perishing on their account. But the 
more prudent part of them disapproved of this 
forcible method, because they saw not only the 
guards about them very numerous, hut the walls 
of the city itself carefully watched, by reason of 
the Idumeans. They also supposed that Ananus 
would be every where, and visit the guards every 
hour; which indeed was done upon other nights, 
but was omitted that night, not dv reason of any 
slothfulness of Ananus, but by the overbearing 
appointment of fate, that so both he might him¬ 


self perish, and the multitude of the guards might 
perish with him; for truly as the night xv&s far 
gone, and the storm was very terrible, Ananus 
gave the guards in the cloisters leave to go to 
sleep; while it came into the heads of the zealots 
to make use of the saws belonging to the temple, 
and to cut the bars of the gates to pieces. The 
noise of the wind, and that not inferior sound of 
the thunder, did here also conspire with their de¬ 
signs, that the noise of the saws was not heard 
by the others. 

7. So they secretly went out of the temple ta 
the wall of the city, and made use of their saws, 
and opened that gate which was over against the 
Idumeans. Now at first there came a fear upon 
the Idumeans themselves, which disturbed them, 
as imagining that Ananus and his party were 
coming to attack them, so that every one of them 
had his right hand upon his sword, in order to 
defend himself; but they soon came to know who 
they were that came to them, and were entered 
the city. And had the Idumeans then fallen upon 
the city, nothing could have hindered them from 
destroying the people every man of them, such 
was the rage they were in at that time; but they 
first of all made haste to get the zealots out of 
custody, which those that brought them in ear¬ 
nestly desired them to do, and not to overlook 
those for whose sakes they were come, in the 
midst of their distresses, nor to bring them into 
a still greater danger; for that when they had 
once seized upon the guards, it would be easy 
for them to fall upon the city; but that if the city 
were once alarmed, they would not then be able 
to overcome those guards, because as soon as 
they should perceive they were there, they 
would put themselves in order to fight them, ana 
would hinder their coming into the temple. 

CHAP. V. 

The Cruelty of the Idumeans , when they were got¬ 
ten into the Temple , during the Storm: and of 
the Zealots. Concerning the Slaughter of Ana- 
nusy and Jesus , and Zacharias. And how the 
Idumeans retired home. 

§ 1. This advice pleased the Idumeans; and 
they ascended through the city to the temple. 
The zealots were also in great expectation of 
their coming, and earnestly \vaited for them. 
When therefore these were entering", they also 
came boldly out of the inner temple, and mixing 
themselves with the Idumeans, they attacked the 
guards; and some of those that were upon the 
watch, but were fallen asleep, they killed as they 
were asleep; but as those that were now awak¬ 
ened made a cry, the whole multitude arose, and 
in the amazement they were in, enught hold of 
their arms immediately, and betook themselves 
to their own defence; and so long as they thought 
they were only the zealots who attacked them, 
they went on boldly, a* hoping to overpower them 
by their numbers; but when they saw others 
pressing in upon them also, they perceived the 
Idumeans were got in; and the greatest part of 
them laid aside their arms, together with their 
courage, and betook themselves to lamentations. 
But some few of the younger sort covered them¬ 
selves with their armor, and valiantly received 
the Idumeans, and for a while protected the mul¬ 
titude of old men. Others, indeed, gave a sig¬ 
nal to those that were in the city of the calami¬ 
ties they were in; but when these were also 
made sensible that the Idumeans were come in, 
none of them durst come to their assistance, only 
they returned the terrible echo of wailing, and 
lamented their misfortunes. A great howling of 
the women was excited also, and every one of 
the guards were in danger of being killed. The 
zealots also joined in the shouts raised by the 
Idumeans; and the storm itself rendered the cry 
more terrible; nor did the Idumeans spare any 
body, for as they arc naturally a most barbarous 
and bloody nation, and had been distressed by 
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the tempest, they made use of their weapons | 
against those that had shut the gates against 
them, and acted in the same manner as to those 
that supplicated for their lives, and to those that 
fought tnem, insomuch that they ran through 
those with their swords who desired them to re¬ 
member the relation there was between them, 
and begged of them to have regard to their com¬ 
mon temple. Now there was at present neither 
any place for flight, nor any hope of preserva¬ 
tion, but as they were driven one upon another 
in heaps, so were they slain. Thus the great¬ 
er part were driven together by force, as there 
was now no place of retirement, and the murder¬ 
ers were upon them, and having no other way, 
threw themselves down headlong into the city; 
whereby, in my opinion, they underwent a more 
miserable destruction than that which they avoid¬ 
ed, because that was a voluntary one. And now 
the outer temple was all of it overflowed with 
blood; and that day, as it came on, saw eight 
thousand five hundred dead bodies there. 

2. But the rage of the Idumeans was not sa¬ 
tiated by these slaughters; but they now be¬ 
took themselves to the city, and plundered every 
house, and slew every one they met; and for the 
other multitude, they esteemed it needless to go 
on with killing them; but they sought for the 
high priests, and the generality went with the 
greatest zeal against them; and as soon as they 
caught them they slew them; and then standing 
upon their dead bodies, in way of jest, upbraided 
Ananus with his kindness to the people, and Je- 
gus with his speech made to them from the wall. 
Nay, they proceeded to that degree of impiety, 
as to cast away their dead bodies without bu¬ 
rial, although the Jews used to take so much 
care of the burial of men, that they took down 
those that were condemned and crucified, and 
buried them before the goingdown of the sun. I 
should not mistake if I said, that the death of 
Ananus was the beginning of the destruction of 
the city, and that from this very day may be 
dated the overthrow of her wall, and the ruin of 
her affairs, whereon they saw their high priest, 
and the procurer of their preservation, slain in 
the midst of theircity. He was on other accounts 
also a venerable and a very just man ; and besides 
the grandeur of that nobility, and dignity, and 
honor, of which lie was possessed, he had been 
a lover of a kind of parity, even with regard to 
the meanest of the people; he was a prodigious 
lover of liberty, and an admirer of a democracy 
in government, and did ever prefer the public 
welfare before his own advantage, and preferred 
peace above all things; for he was thoroughly 
gensible that the Romans were not to he conquer¬ 
ed. He also foresaw that of necessity a war would 
follow, and that unless the Jews made up matters 
with them very dexterously, they would be de¬ 
stroyed : to say all in a word, if Ananus had sur¬ 
vived, they had certainly compounded matters; 
for he was a shrewd man in speaking and per¬ 
suading the people, and had already gotten the 
mastery of those that opposed his designs, or 
were for the war. And the Jews had then put 
abundance of delays in the way of the Homans, 
if they had had such a general as he was. Jesus 

* Koo-judo) $*>>j«-xj ix, or worldly worship , as the author 
to the Hebrews ealls the sanctuary, xyiov xocruixov, a 
worldly sanctuary. 

f Some commentators are ready to suppose that this 
Zacharios the son of liarueh, here most unjustly slain 
hy the Jews in the temple, was the very same person 
with Zacharias the son of Barachias , whom our Sav¬ 
iour says the Jews slew between the temple and the al¬ 
tar, Matt, xxiii. 3a. This is a somewhat strange expo¬ 
sition : since Zechariah the prophet was really the son 
of Barachia and grandson of Iddo,7,ech.\. 1, and how 
he died, we have no other account than that before us 
in Si. Matthew ; while this Zacharias was the son of 
Baruch : since the slaughter was past when our Sav¬ 
iour spoke those words, the Jews had then already slain 
him; whereas the slaughter of Zacharias the son of 
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was also joined with him, aod although he wai 
inferior to him upon the comparison, he wag su¬ 
perior to the rest; and I cannot but think, that 
it was because God bad doomed the city to de¬ 
struction, as a polluted city, and was resolved 
to purge his sanctuary by fire, that he cut off 
these their great defenders and well-wishers, 
while those that a little before bad worn the sa¬ 
cred garments, and had presided over the public 
worship,* and had heen esteemed venerable by 
those that dwelt on the whole habitable earth 
when they came into our city, were cast out na¬ 
ked, and seen to be the food of dogs and wild 
beasts. And I cannot but imagine that virtue 
itself groaned at these men’s cases, and lamented 
that she was here so terribly conquered by wick¬ 
edness. And this at last was the end of Ananus 
and Jesus. 

3. Now, after these were slain, the zealots and 
the multitude of the Idumeans fell upon the peo¬ 
ple as upon a flock of profane animals, and cut 
their throats; and for the ordinary sort, they 
were destroyed in what place soever they caught 
them. But for the noblemen and the youth, *hey 
first caught them and bound them, and shut them 
up in prison, and put off their slaughter, in hopes 
that some of them would turn over to their party; 
but not one of them would comply with their de¬ 
sires, but all of them preferred death before being 
inrolled among such wicked wretches as acted 
against their own country. But this refusal of 
theirs brought upon them terrible torments; for 
they were so scourged and tortured, that their 
bodies were not able to sustain their torments, 
till at length, and with difficulty, they had the 
favor to be slain. Those whom they caught in 
the day time were slain in the night, and then 
their bodies were carried out and thrown away, 
that there might be room for other prisoners; 
and the terror that was upon the people was so 
great, that no one had courage enougu either to 
weep openly for the dead man that was related to 
him, or to bury him; but those that were shut up 
in their own houses could only shed tears in secret, 
and durst not even groan without great caution, 
lest any of their enemies should hear them; for 
if they did, those that mourned for others soon 
underwent the same death with those whom they 
mourned for. Only in the night time they would 
take up a little dust, and throw it upon their bo¬ 
dies; and even some that were the most ready to 
expose themselves to danger would do it in the 
day time; and there were twelve thousand of 
the better sort who perished in this manner. 

4. And now these zealots and Idumeans were 
quite weary of barely killing men, so they had 
tne impudence of setting up fictitious tribunals 
and judicatures for that purpose; and as they in¬ 
tended to have Zacharias,! the son of Baruch, 
one of the most eminent of the citizens, slain, 
so, what provoked them against him was, that 
hatred of wickedness and love of liberty which 
were so eminent in him: he was also a rich man, 
so that by taking him off. they did not only hope 
to seize his effects, but nlso to get rid of a man 
that had great power to destroy them. So they 
called together, by a public proclamation, seventy 
of the principal men of the populace, for a show, 

Josephus, was then about thirty-four ycar9 
fuiure; and since that slaughter was between the tem¬ 
ple and the altar , in the court of the priests, one of the 
most sacred and remote parts of the whole temple, 
while I his was, in Josephus's own words, in the mid¬ 
dle of the temple, and much I tic most probably in mo 
court of Israel only (for we have had no intimation 
that the zealots had at this time profaned the court of 
the priests. See B. v. eh. i. sect. 2.) Nor do I believe that 
our Josephus, who always insists on the peculiar sa¬ 
credness of that inmost court, and of the hoiy liouso 
that was in it, would have omitted so materia) an ag¬ 
gravation of this barbarous murder, as perpetrated in 
a place so very holy, had that been the true place of it 
See Antiq. B. xi. ch. viL sect. l,and the note here on 
B. v. ch. i.8ect. 2. 
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as if they were real judges, while they had no 
proper authority. Before these was Zachnrias 
accused of a design to betray their polity to 
the Romans, and of having traitorously sent to 
Vespasian for that purpose. JVow there appear¬ 
ed no proof or sign of what he was accused of, 
but they affirmed themselves that they were well 
persuaded that so it was, and desired that such 
their affirmation might be taken for sufficient 
evidence. jNow when Zacharias clearly saw that 
there was no way remaining for his escape from 
them, as havingbeen treacherously called before 
them, and then put in prison, but not with any 
intention of a legal trial, he took great liberty of 
speech in that despair of life he was under. Ac¬ 
cordingly he stood up, and laughed at their pre¬ 
tended accusation, and in a few words confuted 
the crimes laid to his charge; after which he 
turned his speech to his accusers, and went over 
distinctly all their transgressions of the law, and 
made heavy lamentation upon the confusion they 
had brought public affairs to; in the mean time 
the zealots grew tumultuous, and had much ado 
to abstain from drawing their swords, although 
they designed to preserve the appearance and 
show of judicature to the. end. They were also 
desirous, on other accounts, to try the judges, 
whether they would be mindful of what was 
just at their own peril. IS T ow the seventy judges 
brought in their verdict, that the person accused 
was not guilty, as choosing rather to die them¬ 
selves with hi in, than to have his death laid at 
their doors: hereupon there arose a great cla¬ 
mor of the zealots upon his acquittal, and they 
all had indignation at the judges, for not under¬ 
standing that the authority that was given them 
was but in jest. So two of the boldest of them 
fell upon Zacbarias in the middle of the temple, 
and slew him; and as he fell down dead, they 
bantered him, and said, “Thou hast also our 
verdict, and this will prove a more sure acquittal 
to thee than the other. They also threw him 
down from the temple immediately into the valley 
beneath it. Moreover, they struck the judges 
with the backs of their swords, by way of abuse, 
and thrust them out of the court of the temple, 
and spared their lives with no other design tnan 
that, when they were dispersed among the peo¬ 
ple in the city, they might become their messen¬ 
gers, to let them know they were no better than 
slaves. 

5. But by this time the Idnmeans repented of 
their coining, and were displeased at what had 
been done; and when they were assembled to¬ 
gether by one of the zealots, who had come pri¬ 
vately to them, he declared to them what a num¬ 
ber of wicked pranks they had themselves done 
in conjunction with those that invited them, and 
rave a particular account of what mischiefs had 
been done against their metropolis. He said, 
that “they had taken arms, as tnough the high 
priests were betraying their metropolis to the 
Romans, but had found no indication of any such 
treachery; but that they had succored those 
that had pretended to believe such a thing, while 
they did themselves the works of war and tyran¬ 
ny after an insolent manner. It had been indeed 
their business to have hindered them from such 
their proceedings at the first, but seeing they 
had once been partners with them in shedding 
the blood of their own countrymen, it was high 
time to put a stop to such crimes, and not con¬ 
tinue to afl'ord any more assistance to such as 
are subverting the laws of their forefathers; for 
that if any had taken it ill that the gates had 
been shut against them, and they had not been 
permitted to come into (he city, yet that those 
who had excluded them have been punished, and 
Ananus is dead, and that almost all those people 
had been destroyed in one night’s time. That 
one may perceive many of themselves now re¬ 
penting for what they had done, and might see 
the horrid barbarity of those that had invited 


them, and that they had no regard to such as had 
saved them; that they were so impudent as to 
perpetrate the vilest things, under the eyes of 
those that had supported them; and that their 
wicked actions would be laid to the charge of the 
Idnmeans, and would be so laid to their charge 
till somebody obstructs their proceedings, or se¬ 
parates himself from the same wicked action; 
that they therefore ought to retire home, since 
the imputation of treason appears to be a calum¬ 
ny, and that there was no expectation of the 
coming of the Romans at this time, and that the 
government of the city was secured by such 
walls as cannot easily be thrown down: and, by 
avoiding any farther fellowship with these bad 
men, to make some excuse for themselves, as to 
what they had been so far deluded as to have 
been partners with them hitherto.” 

CHAP. VI. 

How the Zealots , when they were freed from the 
Idumeans, sleto a great many more of the Citi¬ 
zens. And how P'espasian dissuaded the Ro¬ 
mans, tohen they were very earnest to march 
against the Jews, from proceeding in the iVar 
at that Time. 

Jl. The Idumeans complied with these per¬ 
suasions, and in the first place they set those 
that were in the prisons at liberty, being about 
two thousand of the populace, who thereupon 
fled away immediately to Simon, one whom we 
shall speak of presently. After which these Idu¬ 
means retired from Jerusalem, and went home, 
which departure of theirs was a great surprise 
to both parties; for the people not knowing of 
their repentance, pulled up their courage for a 
while, as eased of so many of their enemies, 
while the zealots grew more insolent, not as de¬ 
serted by their confederates, but as freed from 
such men as might hinder their designs, and put 
some stop to their wickedness. Accordingly, they 
made no longer any delay, nor took any delibe¬ 
ration in their enormous practices, but made use 
of the shortest methods for all their executions; 
and what they had once resolved upon, they put 
in practice sooner than any one could imagine. 
But their thirst was chiefly after the blood of 
valiant men, and men of good families; the one 
sort of which they destroyed out of envy, the 
other out of fear; for they thought their whole 
security lay in leaving no potent men alive; on 
which account they slew Gorion, a person emi¬ 
nent in dignity, and on account of his family 
also; he was also for a democracy, and of as 
great boldness and freedom of spirit as were any 
of the Jews whosoever; the principal thing that 
ruined him, added to his other advantages, was 
his free speaking. iVor did .Niger of Perea, es¬ 
cape their hands: lie had been a man of great 
valor in their war with the Romans, but was 
now drawn through the middle of the city; and 
as lie went he frequently cried out, and showed 
the scars of his wounds; and lvhen he was drawn 
out of the gates, and despaired of his preserva¬ 
tion, he besought them to grant him a burial; 
but as they had threatened him beforehand not 
to grant him any spot of earth for a grave, which 
he chielly desired of them, so did they slay him 
[without permitting him to be buried.] Now 
when they were slaying him, he mnde this impre¬ 
cation upon them, that they might undergo both 
famine and pestilence in this war, and, besides 
all, that they might come to the mutual slaughter 
of one another; all which imprecations God con¬ 
firmed against these impious men, and was what 
came most justly upon them, when not long af¬ 
terward they tasted of their ow f n madness in their 
mutual seditions one against another. So when t 
this Niger w r as killed, their fears of being over¬ 
turned were diminished; and, indeed, there w r a3 
no part of the people but they found out some 
pretence to destroy them; for some were, there- 






BOOK IV.—CHAP. VII. 


513 


fore, slain, because they had differences with 
some of them: and as to those who had not op¬ 
posed them in times of peace, they watched sea¬ 
sonable opportunities to gain some accusation 
against them; and if any one did not come near 
them at all, he was under their suspicion as a 
proud man: if anv one came with boldness, he 
was esteemed a contemner of them; and if any 
one came as aiming to oblige them, he was sup¬ 
posed to have some treacherous plot against 
them; while the only punishment of crimes, 
whether they were ot the greatest or smallest 
sort, was death. Nor could any one escape un¬ 
less he were very inconsiderable, either on ac¬ 
count of the meanness of his birth or on account 
of his fortune. 

2. And now all the rest of the commanders of 
the Romans deemed this sedition among their 
enemies to be of great advantage to them, and 
were very earnest to march to the city; and they 
urged Vespasian, as their lord and general in all 
cases, to make haste, and said to him, that “ the 
providence of God is on our side, by setting our 
enemies at variance against one another; that 
still the change in such cases may be sudden, 
and the Jews may quickly be at one again, either 
because they may be tired out of their civil mi¬ 
series, or repent them of such doings.” But Ves¬ 
pasian replied, that “ they were greatly mistaken 
m what they thought fit to be done, as those that, 
upon the theatre, love to make a show of their 
hands, and of their weapons, but do it at their 
own hazard, without considering what was for 
their advantage, and for their security; for that 
if they now go and attack the city immediately, 
they shall but occasion their enemies to unite to¬ 
gether, and shall convert their force, now it is in 
its height, against themselves. But if they stay 
awhile they shall have fewer enemies, because 
they will be consumed in this sedition; that God 
acts as a general of the Romans better than he 
can do, and is giving the Jews up to them with¬ 
out any pains of their own, and granting their 
army a victory without any danger; that there¬ 
fore it is their best way, while their enemies are 
destroying each other with their own hands, and 
falling into the greatest misfortunes, which is 
that of sedition, to sit still as spectators of the 
dangers they run into, rather than to tight hand 
to hand with men that love murdering, and are 
mad one against another. But if any one ima¬ 
gines that trie glory of victory, when it is gotten 
without fighting, will be more insipid, let him 
know this much, that a glorious success quietly- 
obtained is more profitable than the dangers of 
a battle; for we ought to esteem those that do 
what is agreeable to temperance and prudence, 
no less glorious than those that have gained 
great reputation by their actions in war: that he 
shall lead on his army with greater force, when 
their enemies are diminished, and his own army 
refreshed after the continual labors they had 
undergone. However, that this is not a proper 
time to propose to ourselves the glory of victory; 
for that the Jews are not now employed in 
making of armor or building of walls, nor in¬ 
deed in getting together auxiliaries, while the 
advantage will be on their side who give them 
such opportunity of delay: but that the Jews 
are vexed to pieces every day by their civil wars 
and dissensions, and are under greater miseries 
than, if they were once taken, could be inflicted 
on them by us. Whether therefore any one hath 
regard to what is for our safety, he ought to 
sutler these Jews to destroy one another, or 

* T!iis prediction that “the city [of Jerusalem] should 
then be taken, and thesanctuary burnt,by right of war, 
when a sedition should invade the Jews, and thei*- 
owu hands should pollute that temple;” or, ns it is in 
B. vi. rli. ii. sect. 1,—“When any one shall begin to 
slay liis countrymen in the city,” is wanting in our pre¬ 
sent copies of tlie Old Testament. Pee Essay on the 
Old Test. p. 101 —112. But this prediction, as Jose¬ 
phus well remarks here, though with the other predic- 


whether he hath regard to the greater glory of 
the action, we ought by no means to meddle 
with those men, now they are afflicted with a 
distemper at home; for should we now conquer 
them, it would be said the conquest was not 
owing to our bravery, but to their sedition.” 

3. And now the commanders joined in their 
approbation of what Vespasian had said, and it 
was soon discovered how wise an opinion he had 
given. And indeed many there were of the Jews 
that deserted every day, and lied away from the 
zealots, although their flight was very difficult, 
since they had guarded every passage out of the 
city, and slew every one that was caught at 
them, as taking it for granted they were going 
over to the Romans; yet did he who gave them 
money get clear oft, while he only that gave them 
□one was voted a traitor. So the upshot was 
this, that the rich purchased their flight by mo¬ 
ney, while none but the poor were slam. Along 
all the roads also vast numbers of dead bodies 
lay on heaps, and even many‘of those that were 
so zealous in deserting, at length chose rather 
to perish within the city; for the hopes of burial 
made death in their own city appear of the two 
less terrible to them. But these zealots came at 
last to that degree of barbarity, as not to bestow 
a burial either on those slain in the city, or on 
those that lay along the roads; but as if they had 
made an agreement to cancel both the laws of 
their country and the laws of nature, and at the 
same time that they defiled men with their wicked 
actions, they would pollute the Divinity itself 
also, they left the dead bodies to putrify under 
the sun; and the same punishment was allotted 
to such as buried any, as to those that deserted, 
which was no other than death; while he that 
granted the favor of a grave to another, would 
presently stand in need of a grave himself. To 
say all in a word, no other gentle passion was so 
entirely lost among them as mercy; for what 
were the greatest objects of pity did most of all 
irritate these wretches, and they transferred 
their rage from the living to those that had been 
slain, and from the dead to the living. Nay, the 
terror was so very great, that he who survived 
called them that were first dead happy, as being 
at rest already; as did those that were under 
torture in the prisons, declare, that, upon this 
comparison, those that lay unburied were the 
happiest. These men, therefore, trampled upon 
all the laws of men, and laughed at the laws of 
God; and for the oracles of the prophets, they 
ridiculed them as the tricks of jugglers; }et dicl 
these prophets foretell many things concerning 
[the rewards of] virtue, and [punishments of J 
vice, which when these zealots violated, they 
occasioned the fulfilling of those very prophe¬ 
cies belonging to their own country; for there 
was a certain ancient oracle of those men, that 
“ the city should then be taken and the sanctuary 
burnt,* by right of war, when a sedition should 
invade the Jews, and their own hands should pol¬ 
lute the temple of God.” Now while those zea¬ 
lots did not [quite] disbelieve these predictions, 
they made themselves the instruments of their 
accomplishment. 

CHAP. VII. 

How John tyrannized over the rest; and trhat 
Mischiefs the Zealots did at Masada. How 
also J'espasiantoak Gadara; ajid what fictions 
icere performed by Placidus. 

{ 1. By this time John was beginning to ty¬ 
rannize, and thought it beneath Vim to nccept 

tions of the prophets it was now laughed at hy the se¬ 
ditious, was hy jlicir very means soon exactly fulfilled. 
However, l cannot hut here take notice of Crotius’9 
positive assertion upon Matt. xxvi. 9, here quoted by 
Dr. Hudson, that “ it ought to be taken for granted, a9 
a certain truth, that many predictions of the Jewish 
prophets were preserved not in writing, 1 ul hy mem¬ 
ory.” Whereas, it seems to me. so far from certain 
that I think it has no evidence nor probability at all. 
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of barely the same honors that others had; and 
joining to himself by degrees a party of the 
wickedest of them ali, lie broke oft’from the rest 
of the faction. This was brought about by his 
still disagreeing with the opinions of others, and 
giving out injunctions of his own in a very impe¬ 
rious manner, so that it was evident he was set¬ 
ting up a monarchical power. Now some submit¬ 
ted to him out of their fear of him, and others 
out of their good-will to him; for he was a 
shrewd man to entice men to him, both by delud¬ 
ing them and putting cheats upon them. Nay, 
many there were that thought they should be 
safer themselves, if the causes of their past in¬ 
solent actions should now be reduced to one 
head, and not to a great many. His activity was 
so great, and that both in action and in counsel, 
that he had not a few guards about him; vet 
was there a great party of his antagonists that 
left him; among whom envy at him weighed a 
great deal, while they thought it a very heavy 
thing to be in subjection to one that was former¬ 
ly their equal. But the main reason that moved 
men against him was the dread of monarchy, for 
they could not hope easily to put an end to his 
ower, if he had once obtained it; and yet they 
new that he would have this pretence always 
against them, that they had opposed him when 
he was lirst advanced; while every one chose 
rather to suffer any thing whatsoever in war, 
than that, when they had been in a voluntary 
slavery for some time, they should afterward 
perish. So the sedition was divided into two 
parts, and John reigned in opposition to his ad¬ 
versaries over one of them; but for their lead¬ 
ers, they watched one another, nor did they at 
all, or at least very little, meddle with arms in 
their quarrels, but they fought earnestly against 
the people, and contended one with another 
which of them should bring home the greatest 
prey. But because the city had to struggle with 
three of the greatest misfortunes, war, and ty¬ 
ranny, and sedition, it appeared upon the com¬ 
parison, that the war was the least troublesome 
to the populace of them all. Accordingly, they 
ran away from their own houses to foreigners, 
and obtained that preservation from the Bornans 
which they despaired to obtain among their own 
people. 

2. And now a fourth misfortune arose, in order 
to bring our nation to destruction. There was a 
fortress of very great strength not far from Je¬ 
rusalem, which nad been built by our ancient 
kings, both as a repository for their effects in the 
hazards of war, and for the preservation of their 
bodies at the same time. It was called Masada. 
Those that were called Sicarii had taken posses¬ 
sion of it formerly, but at this time they overran 
the neighboring countries, aiming only to pro¬ 
cure to themselves necessaries; for the fear they 
were then in prevented their farther ravages. But 
when once they were informed that the Roman 
army lay still, and that the Jetvs were divided 
bv sedition and tyranny, they boldly undertook 
greater matters; and at the feast of unleavened 
bread, which tin Jews celebrate in memory of 
their deliverance from the Egyptian bondage, 
when they were sent back into the. country of 
their forefathers, they came down by night, with¬ 
out being discovered by those that could have 
previ 111 cd them, and overran a certain small 
city called Kngaddi. In which expedition they 
previ nted those citizens that could have stop¬ 
ped them, before they could arm themselves, 
and fight them. They also dispersed them, and 
cast them out of the city: as Ibr such as could 
not run away, being women and children, they 

* By these <»p* or holy places, ns distinct from cities, 
must lie meant proscuchtc, or houses of prayer .out of 
rilies; of which wo find mention made in the .New 
Testament and oilier mil' or9. See Luke vi. 12 ; Acis 
ivi. J3, 10; A ill if |. U. xiv. ch. x. sort. 23; his Life, sect. 
M. In quattyueroproseuchu? Juv. feat. iii. ver 2UG. 


slew of them above seven hundred. Afterward, 
when they had carried every thing out of their 
houses, and had seized upon all tnc fruits that 
were in a nourishing condition, they brought 
them into Masada. And indeed these men laid 
all the villages that were about the fortress 
waste, and made the whole country desolate; 
while there came to them every day, from all 
parts, not a few men as corrupt as themselves. 
At that time all the other regions of Judea that 
had hitherto been at rest were in motion, by 
means of the robbers. Now as it is in a human 
body, if the principal part be inflamed, all the 
members are subject to the same distemper, so 
by means of the disorder that was in the metro¬ 
polis, had the wicked men that were in the coun¬ 
try opportunity to ravage the same. According¬ 
ly, when every one of them had plundered their 
own villages, they then retired into the desert: 
yet were these men that now got together and 
joined in the conspiracy by parties, too small for 
an army, and too many fora gang of thieves; and 
thus did they fall upon the holy places,* and the 
cities; yet did it now so happen that they were 
sometimes very ill treated by those upon whom 
they fell with such violence, and were taken by 
them as men are taken in war; but still they 
prevented any further punishment, as do robbers, 
who, as soon as their ravages [are discovered,! 
run their way. Nor was there now any part of 
Judea that was not in a miserable condition, as 
well as its most eminent city also. 

3. These things were told Vespasian by de¬ 
serters; for although the seditious watched all 
the passages out ol the city, and destroyed all, 
whosoever they were, that came thither, yet 
were there some that had concealed themselves, 
and when they had lied to the Romans, persuad¬ 
ed their general to come to their city’s assistance, 
and save the remainder of the people; inform¬ 
ing him withal, that it was upon account of the 
people’s good-will to the Romans that many of 
them were already slain, and the survivors in dan¬ 
ger of the same treatment. Vespasian did indeed 
already pity the calamities these men were in, 
and arose, in appearance, as though he was going 
to besiege Jerusalem, but in reality to deliver 
them from a [worse] siege they were already 
under. However, he was obliged lirst to over¬ 
throw what remained elsewhere, and to leave 
nothing out of Jerusalem behind him, that might 
interrupt him in that siege. Accordingly, he 
marched against Gadara, the metropolis of Pe¬ 
rea, which was a place of strength, and entered 
that city on the fourth day of the month Dystrus 
[Adar;J for the men of power had sent an em¬ 
bassage to him, without the knowledge of the 
seditious, to treat about a surrender; which they 
did out of the desire they had of peace, aud for 
saving their effects, because many of the citi¬ 
zens of Gadara were rich men. This embassy 
the opposite party knew nothing of, but discover¬ 
ed it as Vespasian was approaching near the city. 
However, they despaired of keeping possession 
of the city, as being inferior in number to their 
enemies who were within the city, and seeing 
the Romans very near to the city; so they re¬ 
solved to lly, but thought it dishonorable to do 
it without shi elding some blood, and revenging 
themselves on the authors of this surrender; so 
they seized upon Dob sus, (a person not only the 
first in rank and family in that city, but one that 
seemed the occasion of sending such an embas¬ 
sy,) and slew him, and treated his dead body after 
a barbarous manner, so very violent was their 
anger at him, and then ran out of the city. And 
as now the Roman ainn was just upon them, the 

They were situated sometimes hy the sides of rivers. 
Arts xvi. 1H, or by t!ie sen-side, Antic]. H. xiv. ch. 10, 
sect. 23. tfo did the seventy-two interpreiers go to 
prrvcr every morning by the sea side before they went 
to their wurk, B. xii. ch. ii. sect. J2. 
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people of Gadara admitted Vespasian with joy¬ 
ful acclamations, and received from him the se¬ 
curity of his right hand, as also a garrison of 
horsemen and footmen, to guard them against 
the excursions of the runagates; for as to their 
wall, they had pulled it down before the Romans 
desired them so to do, that they might thereby 
give them assurance that they were lovers of 
peace, and that, if they had a mind, they could 
not now make war against them. 

4. And now Vespasian sent Placidus against 
those (hat had fled from Gadara, with five hun¬ 
dred horsemen, and three thousand footmen, 
while he returned himself to Caesarea with the 
rest of the army. But as soon as these fugitives 
saw the horsemen that pursued them just upon 
their backs, and before they came to a close 
fight, they ran together to a certain village, 
wliich was called Bethennabris, where rinding a 
great multitude of young men, and arming them, 
partly by their own consent, partly by force, they 
rashly and suddenly assaulted Placidus and the 
troops that were with them. These horsemen at 
the lirst onset gave way a little, as contriving to 
entice them further ofl' the wall, and when they 
had drawn them into a place fit for their pur¬ 
pose, they made their horsemen encompass tnem 
round, and threw their darts at them. So the 
horsemen cut off the flight of the fugitives, 
while the foot terribly destroyed those that fought 
against them: for those Jews did no more than 
show their courage, and then were destroyed; 
for as they fell upon the Romans, when they 
were joined close together, and, as it were, wall¬ 
ed about with their entire armor, they were not 
able to find any place where the darts could en¬ 
ter, nor were they any way able to break their 
ranks, while they were themselves run through 
by the Roman darts, and, like the wildest of w ild 
beasts, rushed upon the points of others’ swords; 
so some of them were destroyed, as cut with 
their enemies’ swords upon their faces, and 
others were dispersed bj the horsemen. 

5. Now Placidus’s concern was to exclude 
them in their flight from getting into the village; 
and causing his horse to march continually on 
that side of them, he then turned short upon 
them, and at the same time his men made use of 
their darts, and easily took their aim at those 
that were nearest to them, as they made those 
that were farther off turn back by the terror they 
were in, till at last the most courageous of them 
brake through those horsemen, and fled to the 
wall of the village. And now those that guard¬ 
ed the wall were in great doubt what to do; for 
they could not bear the thoughts of excluding 
those that came from Gadara, because of their 
own people that were among them; and jet if 
they should admit their., they expected to perish 
with them, which came to pass accordingly; for 
as they were crowding together at the wall, the 
Roman horsemen were just ready to fall in with 
them. However, the guards prevented them 
and shut the gates, when Placidus made an as¬ 
sault upon them, and fighting courageously till 
it was dark, he got possession of tile people on 
the wall, and of them that were in the city, when 
the useless multitude were destroyed, but those 
that were more potent ran away, and the soldiers 
plundered the houses, and set the village on fire. 
As for those that ran out of the village, they stir¬ 
red up such as were in the country; and exag¬ 
gerating their own calamities, and* telling theui 
that the whole army of the Romans were upon 
them, they put them into great fear on even* 
side: so they got in great numbers together, nnd 
fled to Jericho, for they knew no other place that 
could afford them any hope of escaping, it bein°* 
a city that had a strong wall, and a great iuult*° 
tude of inhabitants. But Placidus relying much 
upon his horsemen, and his former good success, 
followed them, and slew all that he overtook, as 
far as Jordan: and when he had driven the 
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whole multitude to the river side, where they 
were stopped by the current, (for it had been 
augmented lately by rains, and was not fordable,) 
he put his soldiers in array over against them, so 
the necessity the others were in, provoked them 
to hazard a battle, because there was no place 
whither they could flee. They then extended 
themselves a very great way along the banks of 
the river, and sustained the darts that were 
thrown at them, as well as the attacks of the 
horsemen, who beat many of them and pushed 
them into the current. At which fight, hand to 
hand, fifteen thousand of them were slain, while 
the number of those that ivere unwillingly forced 
to leap into Jordan was prodigious. There were 
besides, two thousand and two hundred taken 
prisoners. A mighty prey was taken also, con¬ 
sisting of asses, and sheep, and camels, and oxen. 

6. Now tkiis destruction that fell upon the Jews, 
as it was not inferior to any of the rest in itself, 
so did it still appear greater than it really was; 
and this, because not only the whole country 
through which they fled was filled with slaughter, 
and Jordan could not be passed over by reason of 
the dead bodies that were in it, but because the 
lake Asphaltitis was also full of dead bodies, that 
were carried down into it by the river. And now, 
Placidus, after this good success that he had had, 
fell violently upon tlie neighboring smaller cities 
and villages; when he took Abila, and Julias, 
Bezemoth, and all those that lay as far as the 
lake Asphaltitis, and put such of the deserters 
into each of them as he thought proper. He 
then put his soldiers on board the ships, and slew 
such as had fled to the lake, insomuch, that all 
Perea had either surrendered themselves, or were 
taken by the Romans, as far as Macherus. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How Vespasian , upon hearing of some Commo¬ 
tions in Gall,* made haste to finish the Jewish 
IVar. A Description of Jericho, and of the 
Great Plain; with an account besides of the 
Lake Asphaltitis. 

J 1. In the mean time an account came, that 
there were commotions in Gall, and that Vindex. 
together with the men of power in that coun¬ 
try, had revolted from Nero; which affair is more 
accurately described elsewhere. This report, 
thus related to Vespasian, excited him to go on 
briskly with the war: for he foresaw already the 
civil wars which were coming upon them, nay 
that the very government was in danger; and he 
thought, if he could first reduce the eastern parts 
of the empire to peace, he should make the fears 
for Italy the lighter; while therefore the winter 
was his hinderance, [from going into the field,] 
he put garrisons into the villages and smaller 
cities for their security; he put decurions also 
into the villages, and centurions into the cities; 
he besides this huilt many of the cities that had 
been laid waste, but at the beginning of the 
spring lie took the greatest part of his army, and 
led it from Caesarea to Antipatris, where he spent 
two days in settling the affairs of that .city, and 
then, on the third day, he marched on, laving 
waste and burning all the neighboring villages. 
And when he had laid waste all the places about 
the toparchv of Thanmas, he passed on to Lyilda 
and Jamnia, and when both these cities had come 
over to him, lie placed a great many of those that 
had come over to him [from other places as inha¬ 
bitants] therein, and then came to Kmniaus, 
where ne seized upon the passages wliich led 
thence to their metropolis, and fortified his camp, 
and, leaving the filth legion therein, he came to 
the toparchv of Bethletephon. lie then de¬ 
stroyed that place and the neighboring places 
by fire, and fortified at proper places the strong 
holds all about Idumea; and when he had seized 
upon two villages, which were in the very midst 
* Or. Galatia, and so everywhere. 
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of Idumea, Betaria and Caphartoba9, he slew 
about ten thousand of the people, and carried 
into captivity above a thousand, and drove away 
the rest of the multitude, and placed no small 

f iart of his own forces in them, who overran and 
aid waste the whole mountainous country; while 
he with the rest of his forces returned to Km- 
maus, whence he came down through the coun¬ 
try of Samaria, and hard by the city by others 
called Neapolis, (or Sichem,) but by the people of 
that country Mabortha, to Corea, where he pitch¬ 
ed his camp, on the second day of the month 
Desius [Sivan:] and on the day following he 
came to Jericho, on which day Trajan, one of his 
commanders, joined him with the forces he 
brought out of Berea, all the places beyond Jor¬ 
dan being subdued already. 

2. Hereupon a great multitude prevented their 
approach, and came out of Jericho, and lied to 
those mountainous parts that lay over against 
Jerusalem, while that part which was left behind 
was in a great measure destroyed; they also 
found the city desolate. It is situated in a plain, 
but a naked and barren mountain, of a very great 
length, hangs over it, which extends itself to the 
land about Scjthopolis northward, but as far as 
the country ot Sodom, and the utmost limits of 
the lake Asphaltitis southward. This mountain 
is all of it very uneven and uninhabited by rea¬ 
son of its barrenness; there is an opposite moun¬ 
tain that is situated over against it, on the other 
side of Jordan; this last begins at Julias, and 
the northern quarters, and extends itself south¬ 
ward as far as Somorrhon,* which is the bounds 
of Petra in Arabia. In this ridge of mountains 
there is one called the Iron Mountain, that runs 
in length as far as Moab. Now the region that 
lies in the middle between this ridge of moun¬ 
tains, is called the Great Plain; it reaches from 
the village of Ginnabris, as far as the lake As¬ 
phaltitis; its length is two hundred and thirty 
furlongs, and its breadth a hundred and twenty, 
and it is divided in the midst by Jordan. It hath 
two lakes in it, that of Asphaltitis, and that of 
Tiberias, whose natures are opposite to each 
other; for the former is salt and unfruitful, but 
that of Tiberias is sweet and fruitful. This plain 
is much burnt up in summer time, and, by reason 
of the extraordinary heat, contains a very un¬ 
wholesome air; it is all destitute of water except¬ 
ing the river Jordan, which water of Jordan is 
the occasion why those plantations of palm-trees 
that are near its banks are more flourishing and 
much more fruitful, as are those that are remote 
from it not so flourishing or fruitful. 

3. Notwithstanding which, there is a fountain 
by Jericho, that runs plentifully, and is very fit 
for watering the ground; it arises near the old 
city, which Joshua the son of Nun, the general 
of the Hebrews, took the first of all the cities of 
the land of Canaan, by right of war. The re¬ 
port is, that this fountain, at the beginning, 
caused not only the blasting of the earth and 
the trees, but of the children born of women, 
and that it was entirely of a sick and corrup¬ 
tive nature to all things whatsoever, but that it 
was made gentle and very wholesome and fruit¬ 
ful by the prophet Elisha. This prophet was fa¬ 
miliar with Elijah, and was his successor, who, 
when he once was the guest of the people of Je¬ 
richo, and the men of the place had treated him 
very kindly, lie both made them amends as well 
as the country, by a lasting favor; for he went 
out of the city to this fountain, and threw into 
the current an earthen vessel full of salt; after 
which he stretched out his righteous hand unto 
heaven, and pouring out a mild drink-offering, he 

* Whether this Somorrhon or Somorrnh ought not to 
be here written Gomorrah, ns some MSS. in a manner 
have it, (for the place meant by Josephus seems to be 
near Segor or Zoar.al the very south of the Dead Sea, 
hard by which stood Sodom and Gomorrah,) ennnot now 


made this supplication, that “ the current might 
be mollified, and that the veins of fresh water 
might be opened; that God also would bring 
into the place a more temperate and fertile air 
for the current, and would bestow upon the peo¬ 
ple of that country plenty of the fruits of the 
earth, and a succession of children; and that this 
prolific water might never fail them while they 
continued to be righteous.”f To these prayers 
Elisha joined proper operations of his hands, af¬ 
ter a skilful manner, and changed the fountain; 
and that water, which had been the occasion of 
barrenness and famine before, from that time did 
supply a numerous posterity, and aflord great 
abundance to the country. Ar**:wjingly, the 
power of it is so great in watering the ground, 
that if it do but once touch a country, it affords 
a sweeter nourishment than other waters do, 
when they lie so long upon them till they are sa¬ 
tiated with them. For which reason, the advan¬ 
tage gained from other waters, when they flow 
in great plenty, is but small; while that of this 
water is great, when it flows even in little quan¬ 
tities: accordingly, it waters a larger space of 
ground than any other waters do, anu passes 
along a plain of seventy furlongs long, and 
twenty broad; wherein it affords nourishment 
to those most excellent gardens, that are thick 
set with trees. There are in it many sorts of 
palm-trees that are watered by it, different from 
each other in taste and name; the better sort of 
them, when they are pressed, yield an excellent 
kind of honey, not much inferior in sweetness to 
other honey. This country withal produces ho¬ 
ney from bees; it also bears that balsam which is 
the most precious of all the fruits in that place, 
cypress trees also, and those that bear myroba- 
lanum; so that he who should pronounce this 
place to be divine, would not be mistaken, where¬ 
in is such plenty of trees produced, as are very- 
rare, and of the most excellent sort. And indeecf, 
if we speak of those other fruits, it will not be 
easy to light on any climate in the habitable 
earth, that can well be compared to it, what is 
here sowed conies up in such clusters; the cause 
of which seems to me to be the warmth of the 
air, and the fertility of the waters; the warmth 
calling forth the sprouts, and making them 
spread, and the moisture making every one of 
them take root firmly, and supplying that virtue 
which it stands in need of in summer time. Now 
this country is then so badly burnt up, that no¬ 
body cares to come at it, and if the water be 
drawn up before sun-rising, and after that expos¬ 
ed to the air, it becomes exceeding cold, and be¬ 
comes of a nature quite contrary to the ambient 
air; as in winter again it becomes warm; and if 
ou go into it, it appears very gentle. The ant- 
ient air is here also of so good a temperature 
that the people of the country are clothed in 
linen only, even when snow covers the rest of 
Judea. This place is one hundred and fifty fur¬ 
longs from Jerusalem, and sixty from Jordan. 
The country as far as Jerusalem is desert and 
stony; but that as far as Jordan and the lake As¬ 
phaltitis lies lower indeed, though it be equally 
desert and barren. But so much shall suffice to 
have been said about Jericho, and of the great 
happiness of its situation. 

4. The nature of the lake Asphaltitis is also 
worth describing. It is, as I have said already, 
bitter and unfruitful. It is so «ight [or thick] 
that it bears up the heaviest things that are 
thrown into it; nor is it easy for any one to make 
things sink therein to the bottom, if he had a 
mind so to do. Accordingly, when Vespasian 
went to see it, he commanded that some who 

he certainly determined, but seems by no means im¬ 
probable. 

t Tliiscxccllenr prayer of Elisha is wanting in onr co¬ 
pies, 2 kings ii. 21,22, though it be referred to also in the 
Apostolical Conatitutions, B. vii. ch. xxxvii and the 
success of it is mentioned in them all 
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could not swim, should have their hands tied be¬ 
hind them, and be thrown into the deep, when 
it so happened that they all swam, as it* a wind 
had forced them upwards. Moreover, the change 
of the color of this lake is wonderful, for it 
changes its appearance thrice every day, and as 
the rays of the sun fall differently upon it, the 
light is variously reflected. However, it casts 
up black clods of bitumen in many parts of it; 
these swim at the top of the water, and resem¬ 
ble both in shape and bigness headless bulls; 
and when the laborers that belong to the lake 
come to it, and catch hold of it as it hangs toge¬ 
ther, they draw it into their ships; but when the 
ship is full, it is not easy to cut off the rest, for 
it is so tenacious as to make the ship hang upon 
its clods till they set it loose with the menstrual 
blood of women, and with urine, to which alone 
it yields. This bitumen is not only useful for the 
caulking of ships, but for the cure of men’s 
bodies: accordingly it is mixed in a great many 
medicines. The length of this lake is five hun¬ 
dred and eighty furlongs, where it is extended 
as far as Zoar in Arabia, and its breadth is a 
hundred and fifty. The country of Sodom bor¬ 
ders ujjon it.* It was of old a most happy land, 
both for the fruits it bore and the riches of its 
cities, although it be now all burnt up. It is re¬ 
lated how, for the impiety of its inhabitants, it 
was burnt by lightning; in consequence of which 
there are still the remainders of that divine fire, 
and the traces [or shadows] of the five cities are 
still to be seen, as well as the ashes growing in 
their fruits, which fruits have a color as if they 
were fit to be eaten; but if you pluck them with 
your hands, they dissolve into smoke and ashes. 
And thus what is related of this land of Sodom 
hath these marks of credibility which our very 
sight affords us. 

CHAP. IX. 

That Vespasian, after he had taken Gadara,made 
Preparation for the Siege of Jerusalem. But 
that , upon his hearing of the Death of JYero, he 
changed his Intentions. As also concerning 
Simon of Gerasa. 

^ 1. And now Vespasian had fortified all the 
places round about Jerusalem, and erected cita¬ 
dels at Jericho and Adida, and placed garrisons 
in them both, partly out of his own Romans, and 
partly out of the body of his auxiliaries. He also 
sent Lucius Annius to Gerasa, and delivered to 
him a body of horsemen, and a considerable 
number of footmen. So when he had taken the 
city, which he did at the first onset, he slew a 
thousand of those young men who had not pre¬ 
vented him by flying away: but he took their 
families captive; and permitted his soldiers to 
lunder them of their effects: after which he set 
re to their houses, and went away to the ad¬ 
joining villages, while the men of power fled 
away, and the weaker part were destroyed, and 
what was remaining was all burnt down. And 
now the war having gone through all the moun¬ 
tainous country, and all the plain country also, 
those that were nt Jerusalem were deprived of 
the liberty of going out of the city: for as to such 
as had a mind to desert, they were watched by 
the zealots; and to such as were not yet on the 
*ide of the Romans, their army kept them in, by 
encompassing the city round about on all sides. 

2. Now as Vespasian was returned to Caesarea, 
and was getting ready with all his army to march 
directly to Jerusalem, he was informed that 
Nero was dead, after he had reigned thirteen 
years and eight days; but as to any narration 
after what manner he abused his power in the 
government, and committed the management of 
affairs to those vile wretches, Nymphidius and 

*See tlie note on B. v. r.h. xiii. sect. (5. 
tOf these Roman affairs and tumults under Galba, 
Otho, and Y r itcl!ius, here only touched upon by Jose¬ 
phus, see Tacitus, Suetonius, and Dio more largely. 
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Tigellinus, his unworthy freedmen; and how he 
had a plot laid against him by them, and was de¬ 
serted by all his guards, and ran away with four 
of his most trusty freedmen, and slew himseli 
in the suburbs of Rome; and how those that oc¬ 
casioned his death were in no long time brought 
themselves to punishment; how also the war in 
Gaul ended; and how Galba was made emperor,! 
and returned out of Spain to Rome; and how he 
was accused by the soldiers as a pusillanimous 
person, and slain by treachery in the middle of 
the market-place at Rome, and Otho was made 
emperor; with his expedition against the com¬ 
manders of Vitellius, and his destruction there¬ 
upon; and besides what troubles there were 
under Vitellius, and the fight that was about the 
capitol; as also how Antonius Primus and Mu- 
cianus slew Vitellius, and his German legions, 
and thereby put an end to that civil war; 1 have 
omitted to give an exact account of them, be¬ 
cause they are well known by all, and they are 
described by a great number of Greek and Ro¬ 
man authors; vet for the sake of the connexion 
of matters, and that my history may not be inco¬ 
herent, I have just touched upon every thing 
briefly. Wherefore Vespasian put off at first his 
expedition against Jerusalem, and stood waiting 
whither the empire would be transferred after 
the death of Nero. Moreover, when he heard 
that Galba was made emperor, he attempted 
nothing till he also should send him some direc¬ 
tions about the war; however, he sent his son 
Titus to him, to salute him. and to receive his 
commands about the Jews. Upon the very same, 
errand did king Agrippa sail along with Titus to 
Galba; but as they were sailing in their long 
ships by the coast of Achai, for it was winter 
time, they heard that Galba was slain, before 
they could get to him, after he had reigned seven 
months and as many days. After whom Otho 
took the government,and undertook the manage¬ 
ment of public affairs. So Agrippa resolved to 
go on to Rome, without any terror on account of 
the change in the government; but Titus, by a 
divine impulse, sailed back from Greece to Syria, 
and came in great haste to Caesarea, to his father. 
And no\v they were both in suspense about the 
public affairs, the Roman empire being then in a 
fluctuating condition, and did not go on with 
their expedition against the Jews, but thought 
that to make any attack upon foreigners was 
now unseasonable, on account of the solicitude 
they were in for their own country. 

3. And now, ttyere arose another war in Jeru¬ 
salem. There was a son of Giora, one Simon, 
by birth of Gerasa, a young man, not so cunning 
indeed as John [of Gischala] who had already 
seized upon the city, hut superior in strength of 
body and courage; on which account, when he 
had been driven away from that A<.rabattene 
toparchy which he once had, by Ananus the high 
priest, he came to those robbers who had seized 
upon Masada. At the first they suspected him, 
and only permitted him to come with the woman 
he brought with him, into the lower part of the 
fortress, while they dwelt in the upper part of 
it themselves. However, his manner so well 
agreed with theirs, and he seemed so trusty a 
man, that he went out with them, and ravaged 
and destroyed the country with them about Ma¬ 
sada; yet when he persuaded then to undertake 
greater things, he could not prevail with them so 
to do; for as they were accustomed to dwell in 
that citadel, they were afraid of going far from 
that which was their hiding-place; but he affect¬ 
ing to tyrannize, and being fond of greatness, 
when he had heard of the death of Ananus, he 
left them, and went into the mountninous part of 
the country. So he proclaimed liberty to those 

However, we may obsrrve with Ottias, that Josephus 
writes the name of the second of them not Olto, with 
many otlicrs, hut Otho, witli the coins. See also the 
note on cli. xi.sect. 4. 
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in slavery, and a reward to those already free, and 
got together a set of wicked men from all quarters. 

4. And as he had now a strong body of men 
about him, he overran the villages that lay in 
the mountainous country, and when there were 
still more and more that came to him, he ven¬ 
tured to go down into the lower parts of the coun¬ 
try, and since he was now become formidable to 
the cities, many of the men of power were cor¬ 
rupted by him; so that his army was no longer 
composed of slaves and robbers, but a great many 
of the populace were ohedient to him as to their 
king. He then overran the Acrabattene topar- 
cliy, and the places that reached as far as the 
Great Idumea; for he built a wall at a certain 
village called Nain, and made use of that as a 
fortress for his own party’s security; and at the 
valley called Paran, he enlarged many of the 
caves, and many others he found ready for his 
purpose; these fie made use of as repositories for 
his treasures, and receptacles for his prey, and 
therein he laid up the fruits that be had got by 
rapine; and many of his partisans had their 
dwelling in them, and he made no secret of it, 
that he was exercising his men heforehand, and 
making preparations for the assault of Jerusalem. 

5. Whereupon the zealots, out of the dread 
they were in of his attacking them, and being 
willing to prevent one that was growing up to 
oppose them, went out against him with their 
weapons. Simon met them, and joining battle 
with them, slew a considerable number of them, 
and drove the rest before him into the city, but 
durst not trust so much upon his forces, as to 
make an assault upon the walls: but he resolved 
first to subdue Idumea, and as he had now twen- 

2 - thousand armed men, he marched to the bor¬ 
ers of their country. Hereupon the rulers of 
the Idumeans got together on the sudden the 
most warlike part of their people, about twenty- 
five thousand in number, and permitted the rest 
to be a guard to their own country, by reason of 
the incursions that were made by the Sicarii that 
were at Masada. Thus they received Simon at 
their borders, where they fought him, and con¬ 
tinued the battle all that day, and the dispute lay 
whether they had conquered him or heen con¬ 
quered by him. So he went back to Nain, as did 
Uie Idumeans return home. Nor was it long ere 
Simon came violently again upon their country; 
when he pitched his camp at a certain village 
called Thecoe, and sent Eleazar, one of his com¬ 
panions, to those that kept garrison at Herodium, 
and in order to persuade them to surrender that 
fortress to him. The garrison received this man 
readily, while they knew nothing of what he 
came about; but as soon as he talked of the sur¬ 
render of the place, they fell upon him with their 
drawn swords, till he found that he had no place 
for flight, when he threw himself down from the 
wall into the valley beneath; so he died imme¬ 
diately; but the Idumeans, who were already 
much afraid of Simon’s power, thought fit to take 
a view of the enemy’s army, before they hazard¬ 
ed a battle with them. 

6. Now there was one of their commanders 
named Jacob, who offered to serve them readily 
upon that occasion, but had it in his mind to be- 
trny them, lie went therefore from the village 
Alurus, wherein the army of the Idumeans were 
gotten together, and came to Simon, nnd at the 
very first he agreed to betray his country to him, 
arnf took assurances upon oath from him, that he 
should always have him in esteem, and then pro¬ 
mised him that he would assist him in subduing 
all Idumea under him; upon which account he 
was feasted after an obliging manner by Si¬ 
mon, and elevated by his mighty promises; nnd 
when he was returned to his own men, lie at first 
belied the army of Simon, and said it was mani- 

* Some of the ancients rail this famous tree, or prove, 
an oak , others a turpentine tree, or erove. U 1ms heen 
very famous in all the past ages, and is so, I suppose, at 


fold more in number than what it was; after 
which, he dexterously persuaded the command¬ 
ers, and by degrees the whole multitude, to re¬ 
ceive Simon, and to surrender the whole govern¬ 
ment up to him, without fighting. And as he was 
doing tnis, be invited Simon by his messengers, 
and promised him to disperse the Idumeans, 
which he performed also: for as soon as their 
army was nigh them, he first of all got upon his 
horse and fled, together with those whom he had 
corrupted; hereupon a terror fell upon the whole 
multitude, and before it came to a close fight, 
they broke their ranks, and every one retired to 
his own home. 

7. Thus did Simon unexpectedly march into 
Idumea, without bloodshed, and made a sudden 
attack upon the city Hebron and took it; wherein 
he got possession of a great deal of prey, and 
plundered it of a vast quantity of fruit. Now the 
people of the country say, that it is an ancienter 
city*, not only than any in that country, but than 
Memphis in Egypt, and accordingly its age is 
reckoned at two thousand and three hundred 
years. They also relate, that it had been the 
habitation ot Abram, the progenitor of the Jew3 
after he had removed out of Mesopotamia; and 
they say, that his posterity descended from 
thence into Egypt, whose monuments are to this 
very time shown in that small city; the fabric of 
which monuments are of the most excellent 
marble, and wrought after the most elegant man¬ 
ner. There is also there shown, at the distance 
of six furlongs from the city, a very large tur¬ 
pentine tree;* and report goes, that this tree has 
continued since thecreation of the world. Thence 
did Simon make his progress over all Idumea, 
and did not only ravage the cities and villages, 
but laid waste the whole country; for, besides 
those that were completely armed, he had forty 
thousand men that followed him, insomuch that 
he had not provisions enough to suffice such a 
multitude. Now, besides this want of provisions 
that he was in, he was of a barbarous disposition, 
and bore great anger at this nation, by which 
means it came to pass that Idumea was greatly 
depopulated; and as one may see all the woods 
benind despoiled of their leaves by locusts after 
they have been there, so was there nothing left 
behind Simon’s army but a desert. Some places 
they burnt down, some they utterly demolished, 
and whatsoever grew in the country they either 
trod it down or fed upon it, and by their marches 
they made the ground that was cultivated harder 
and more untractable than that which was bar¬ 
ren. In short, there was no sign remaining of 
those places that had been laid waste, that ever 
they had had a being. 

8. This success of Simon excited the zealots 
afresh; and though they were afraid to fight him 
openly in a fair battle, yet did the)' lay ambushes 
in the passes, and seized upon his wife, with a 
considerable number of her attendants; where¬ 
upon they came back to the city rejoicing, as if 
they had taken Simon himself captive, and were 
in present expectation that he would lay down 
his arms, and make supplication to them for his 
wife; but instead of indulging any merciful af¬ 
fection, he grew very angry at them for seizing 
his beloved wife; so he came to the wall of Jeru¬ 
salem, and, like wild beasts when they are 
w ounded, and cannot overtake those that wound¬ 
ed them, he vented his spleen upon all persons 
that he met with. Accordingly he caught all 
those that were come out of the city gates, either 
to gather herbs or sticks, who were unarmed 
and in years; he then tormented them and de¬ 
stroyed them, out of the immense rage he was 
in, and was almost ready to taste the very flesh 
of their dead bodies, lie also cut oflf the hands 
of a great many, and sent them into the city to 

this day, nnd that particularly for an eminent mart or 
meeting of merchants there every year, as tbo travet- 
ers inform us 
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astonish his enemies, and in order to make the 
eople fall into a sedition, and desert those that 
ad been the authors of his wife’s seizure. He 
also enjoined them to tell the people, that Simon 
swore by the God of the universe, who sees all 
things, that unless they will restore him his wife, 
he will break down their wall, and inflict the like 
punishment upon all the. citizens, without sparing 
any age, and without making any distinction be¬ 
tween the guilty and the innocent. These threat- 
enings so greatly affrighted, not the people only, 
but the zealots themselves also, that they sent his 
wife back to him, when he became a little milder, 
and left off his perpetual bloodshedding. 

9. But now sedition and civil war prevailed, 
not only over Judea, but in Italy also; for now 
Galba was slain in the midst of tne Roman mar¬ 
ket-place; then was Otho made emperor, and 
fought against Vitellius, who set up for emperor 
also, for the legions in Geruiany had chosen him. 
But when he gave battle to Valens and Cecinna, 
who were Vitellius’s generals, at Betriacum in 
Gaul, Otho gained the advantage on the first 
day, but on the second day Vitellius’s soldiers 
had the victory; and after much slaughter Otho 
slew himself, when he had heard of this defeat 
at Brixia, and after he had managed the public 
affairs* three months and two days. Otho’s army 
also came over to Vitellius’s generals, and he 
came himself down to Rome with his army. But 
in the mean time Vespasian removed from Caesa¬ 
rea, on the fifth day of the month Desius, [Sivan,] 
and inarched against those places of Judea which 
were not yet overthrown. So he went up to the 
mountainous country, and took those two topar- 
chies that were called the Gophnitick and Acra- 
battene toparchies. After which he took Bethel 
and Ephraim, two small cities, and, when he had 
put garrisons into them, he rode as far as Jeru¬ 
salem, in which march he took many prisoners, 
and many captives; but Cerealis, one of his*com¬ 
manders, took a body of horsemen and footmen, 
and laid waste that part of Idumea which was 
called the Upper Idumea, and attacked Caphe- 
thra, which pretended to be a small city, and took 
it at the first onset, and burnt it down. He also 
attacked Capharabim, and laid siege to it, for it 
had a very strong wall, and when he expected to 
spend a long time in that siege, those that were 
within opened their gates on the sudden, and 
came to beg pardon, and surrendered themselves 
up to him. When Cerealis had conquered them 
he went to Hebron, another very ancient city. I 
have told you already, that this city is situated in 
a mountainous country not fiir off Jerusalem; 
and when he had broken into the city by force, 
what multitude and young men were left therein 
he slew, and burnt down the city; so that as now 
all the places were taken, excepting Herodium, 
Masada, and Macherus, which were in the pos¬ 
session of the robbers, so Jerusalem was what the 
Romans at present aimed at. 

10. And now, as soon as Simon had set his wife 
free, and recovered her from the zealots, he re¬ 
turned back to the remainders of Idumea, and, 
driving the nation all before him, from all quar¬ 
ters, he compelled a great number of them to 
retire to Jerusalem; he followed them himself 
also to the city, and encompassed the wall all 
round again: and when he lighted upon any la¬ 
borers that were coming thither out of the coun¬ 
try. he slew them. Now this Simon, who was 
without the wall, was a greater terror to the peo¬ 
ple than the Romans themselves, as were the 
zealots who were within it more heavy upon 
them than both of the others; and during this 
time did the mischievous contrivances and cou- 
rage [of John] corrupt the body of the Galileans; 
for these Galileans had advanced this John, and 
made him very potent, who made them a suitable 

* Suetonius differs hardly three days from Josephus, 
and says Otho perished on the 95th day of his reign. 
In Oihon. See the note on cli. xi. sect. 4. 
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requital from the authority he had obtained by 
their means; for he permitted them to do all 
things that any of them desired to do, while 
their inclination to plunder was insatiable, as was 
their zeal in searching the houses of the rich; and 
for the murdering of the men, and abusing of the 
women, it was sport to them. They also devour¬ 
ed what spoils they had taken, together with 
their blood, and indulged themselves in feminine 
wantonness, without any disturbance, till they 
were satiated tberewithi'while they decked their 
hair and put on women’s garments, and were 
besmeared over with ointments; and that they 
might appear very comely, they had paints under 
their eyes, and imitated, not only the ornaments, 
but also the lusts of women, and were guilty of 
such intolerable uncleanness, that they invented 
unlawful pleasures of that sort; and thus did they 
roll themselves up and down the city, as in *a 
brothel house, aud defiled it entirely with their 
impure actions; nay, while their faces looked like 
the faces of women, they killed with their right 
hands; and when their gait was effeminate, they 
presently attacked men, and became warriors, 
and drew their swords from under their finely 
dyed cloaks, and ran every body through whfi'.n 
they lighted upon. However, Simon waited for 
such as ran away from John, and was the more 
bloody of the two: and he who had escaped the 
tyrant within the wall, was destroyed by the other 
that lay before the gates, so that all attempts of 
flying and deserting to the Romans were cut off, 
if any had a mind so to do. 

11. Yet did the army that was under John raise 
a sedition against him, and all the Idumeans se¬ 
parated themselves from the tyrant, and attempt¬ 
ed to destroy him, and this out of their envy at 
his power, and hatred of his cruelty; so they’got 
together, and slew many of the zealots, and 
drove the rest before them into that royal palace 
that was built by Grapte, who was a relation of 
Izates, the king of Adiabene; the Idumeans fell 
in with them, and drove the zealots out thence 
into the temple, and betook themselves to plun¬ 
der John’s efleets; for both he himself was ip 
that palace, and therein had he laid up the spoils 
he had acquired by his tyranny. In the mean 
time the multitude of the zealots that were dis¬ 
persed over the city ran together to the temple 
unto those that had fled thither, and John pre¬ 
pared to bring them down against the people and 
the Idumeans, who were not so much afraid of 
being attacked by them, because they were them¬ 
selves better soldiers than they, as at their mad¬ 
ness, lest they should privately sally out of the 
temple and get among them,’and not only de¬ 
stroy them, but set the city on fire also. So they 
assembled themselves together, and the high 
priests with them, and took counsel after what 
manner they should avoid their assault. Now it 
was God who turned iheir opinions to the worst 
advice, and thence they devised such a remedy 
to get themselves free as was worse than the 
disease itseli. Accordingly, in order to over¬ 
throw John, they determined to admit Simon, 
and earnestly to desire the introduction of a se¬ 
cond tyrant into the city; which resolution thev 
brought to perfection, and sent Matthias the high 
priest, to beseech this Simon to come in to them, 
of whom they had so often been afraid. Those 
also who had fled from the zealots in Jerusalem, 
joined in this request to him, out of the desire 
they had of preserving their houses and their 
effects. Accordingly he, in an arrogant manner, 
granted them his lordly protection, and came 
into the city in order to deliver it from the zea 
lots. The people also made joyful acclamations 
to him as their savior and their preserver: but 
when he was come in with his army, he took 
care to secure his own authority, and looked up¬ 
on those that had invited him in, to be no less his 
enemies than those against whom the invitation 
was intended. 
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12. And thus did Simon get possession of Jeru¬ 
salem, in the third year of the war, in the mouth 
Xanthicus, [Nisan;] whereupon John, with his 
multitude of zealots, as being both prohibited 
from coming out of the temple, and having lost 
their power in the city, (for Simon and his party 
had plundered them of what they had,) were in 
despair of deliverance. Simon also made an as¬ 
sault upon the temple, with the assistance of the 
people, while the others stood upon the cloisters 
and the battlements, and defended themselves 
from their assaults. However, a considerable 
number of Simon’s party fell, and many were 
carried oil' wounded; for the zealots threw their 
darts easily from a superior place, and seldom 
failed of hitting their enemies; but having the 
advantage of situation, and having withal erect¬ 
ed four very large tow'ers aforehand, that their 
darts might come from higher places, one at the 
northeast corner of the court, one above the 
Xystus, the third at another corner over against 
the lower city, and the last was erected above 
the top of the Pastophoria, where one of the 
priests stood of course, and gave a signal before¬ 
hand, with a trumpet,* at the beginning of every 
seventh day, in the evening twilight, as also at 
the evening when the clay was finished, as giving 
notice to the people when they were to leave oil" 
work, and when they were to go to work again. 
These men also set their engines to cast darts 
and stones withal, upon those towers, with their 
archers and slingers. And now Simon made his 
assault upon the temple more faintly, by reason 
that the greatest part of his men grew weary of 
the work; yet did he not leave off his opposition, 
because his army was superior to the others, al¬ 
though the darts which were thrown by the en¬ 
gines were carried a great way, and slew many 
of those that fought for him. 

CHAP. X. 

How the Soldiers , both in Judea and Egypt, pro¬ 
claimed Vespasian Emperor. And how Vespa¬ 
sian released Josephus of his Bonds. 

5 1. Now about this very time it was that heavy 
calamities came about Rome on all sides; for Vi- 
tellius was come from Germany with his soldiery, 
and drew along with him a great multitude of 
other men besides. And when the spaces allotted 
for the soldiers could not contain them, he made 
all Rome itself his camp, and filled all the houses 
with armed men: whicn men, when they saw the 
riches of Rome with those eyes which had never 
seen such riches before, and found themselves 
shone round about on all sides with silver and 
gold, they had much ado to contain their covet¬ 
ous desires, and were ready to betake themselves 
to plunder, and to the slaughter of such as should 
stand in their way. And this was the state of 
affairs in Italy at that time. 

2. But when Vespasian had overthrown all the 
places that were near to Jerusalem, he returned 
to Ca*sarea, and heard of the troubles that were 
at Rome, and that Vitcllius was emperor. This 

E roduced indignation in him, although he well 
new how to be governed as well as to govern, 
and could not, with any satisfaction, own him for 
his lord, who acted so madly, and seized upon 
the government as if it were absolutely destitute 
of a governor. And as this sorrow of his was 
violent, he was not able to support the torments 

* This bepinninp and endin" the observation of the 
Jewish seventh day,or Pabbath, with a priest's blowing 
of a trumpet, is remarkable, and nowhere else men¬ 
tioned, that I know of. Nor is Reland’s conjecture 
here improbable, that this was the very place that has 
puzzled our commentators so long, called Musaeh Sa- 
batti, the Covert of the Sabbath , if that be the true 
reading, 2 Kings xvi. IP, because here the proper priest 
stood dry, under a covering, to proclaim the beginning 
and ending of every Jewish Sabbath. 

tThc Roman authors that now remain say Vitcllius 
had children; whereas Josephus introduces here the 
Roman soldiers in Judea saying that he had none. 


he was under, nor to apply himself farther in 
other wars, when his native country was laid 
waste; but then, as much as his passion excited 
him to avenge his country, so much was he re¬ 
strained by the consideration of his distance 
therefrom; because fortune might prevent him, 
and do a world of mischief before he could him¬ 
self sail over the sea to Italy, especially as it was 
still the winter season: so he restrained* his anger, 
how vehement soever it was, at this time. 

3. But now his commanders and soldiers met 
in several companies, and consulted openly about 
changing the public affairs, and out of tKeir in¬ 
dignation, cried out, how “ at Rome there are 
soldiers that live delicately; and when they have 
not ventured so much as to hear the fame of war, 
they ordain whom they please for our governors, 
and in hopes of gain make them emperors; while 
you who have gone through so many labors, and 
are grown into years under your helmet3, give 
leave to others to use such a power, when yet you 
have among yourselves one more worthy to rule 
than any whom they have set up. Now what 
juster opportunity shall they ever have of requit¬ 
ing their generals, if they do not make use of 
this that is now before them? while there is so 
much juster reason for Vespasian’s being empe¬ 
ror than for Vitellius; as they are themselves 
more deserving than those that made the other 
emperors; for that they have undergone as great 
wars as have the troops that come from Germa¬ 
ny; nor are they inferior in war to those that 
have brought that tyrant to Rome, nor have they 
undergone smaller labors than they; for that 
neither will the Roman senate nor people bear 
such a lascivious emperor as Vitellius, if he be 
compared with their chaste Vespasian; nor will 
they endure a most barbarous tyrant, instead of 
a good governor, nor choose one that hath no 
child,f to preside over them, instead of him that 
is a father; because the advancement of men’s 
own children to dignities is certainly the greatest 
security kings can give for themselves. Whe¬ 
ther. therefore, we estimate the capacity of go¬ 
verning from the skill of a person in years, we 
ought to have Vespasian; or whether from the 
strength of a young man, we ought to have Ti¬ 
tus; lor by this means we shall have the advan¬ 
tage of both their ages, for that they will afford 
strength to those tliat shall be made emperors, 
they having already three legions, besides other 
auxiliaries from the neighboring kings, and will 
have farther all the armies in the East to support 
them, as also those in Europe, so far as they are 
out of the distance and dread of Vitellius, be¬ 
sides such auxiliaries as they may have in Italy 
itself, that is, Vespasian’s brother,! and his other 
son [Domitian;] the one of whom will bring in a 
great many of those young men that are of dig¬ 
nity, while the other is intrusted with the go¬ 
vernment of the citv, which office of his will be 
no small means of Vespasian’s obtaining the go¬ 
vernment. Upon the whole the case may be 
such, that if we ourselves make farther delays, 
the senate may choose an emperor, whom the 
soldiers, who are the saviors of the empire, will 
have in contempt/’ 

4. These were the discourses the soldiers had 
in their several companies; after which they got 
together in a great body, and encouraging one 
another, they declared Vespasian emperor,} and 

Which of these assertions was tlie truth I know not. 
Fpanhcim thinks lie hath piven a peculiar reason for 
calling Viicllius childless , though he really had chil¬ 
dren. Diss. de Nmn. papes 649, 6.'>0, to which it ap¬ 
pears very difficult to give our assent. 

J This brother of Vespasian was Flavius Sabinus, at 
Suetonius informs us, in VilclI. sect. 15, and in Vespas 
sect. 2. He is also named by Josephus presently, xi. 4 

$ It is plain by the nature of the thing, as well as by 
Josephus and Eutropins, that Vespasian was first of all 
saluted emperor in Judea, and not till some time after¬ 
ward in Epypt. Whence Tacitus’g and Suetonius’9 
present copies must be corrected, when they both say 
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exhorted him to save the government, which was 
in danger. JN T ow Vespasian’s concern had been 
for a considerable time about the public, yet did 
he not intend to set up fjv governor himself, 
though his actions showed him to deserve it, 
while he preferred that safety which is in a pri¬ 
vate life, before the dangers in a state of such j 
dignity: but while he refused the empire, the 
commanders insisted the more earnestly upon his 
acceptance, and the soldiers came about him, 
with their drawn swords in their hands, and 
threatened to kill him, unless he would now live 
accordingto his dignity. And when he had shown 
his reluctance a great while, and had endeavor¬ 
ed to thrust away his dominion from him. he at 
length, being not able to persuade them,yielded to 
their solicitations that would salute him emperor. 

5. So upon the exhortations of Mucianus, and 
the other commanders, that he would accept of 
the empire, and upon that of the rest of the 
armv, who cried out, that they were willing to be 
led against all his opposers, he was in the first 
place intent upon gaining the dominion over 
Alexandria, as knowing that Egypt was of the 
greatest consequence, in order to’ obtain the en¬ 
tire government, because of its supplying corn 
[to Rome,] which corn, if he could be master of, 
ne hoped to dethrone Vitellius, supposing he 
should aim to keep the empire by force, (for he 
would not be able to support himself, if the mul¬ 
titude at Rome should once be in want of food;) 
and because he was desirous to join the two le¬ 
gions that were at Alexandria to the other two 
legions that were with him. He also considered 
with himself, that he should then have that coun¬ 
try for a defence to himself against the uncertain¬ 
ty of fortune. For Egypt is hard to be entered 
by land,* and hath no good havens by sea. It 
hath on the west the dry deserts of Libya, and 
on the south Syene, that divides it from Ethiopia, 
as well as the cataracts of the Nile, that cannot 
be sailed over; and on the east the Red Sea, ex¬ 
tending as far as Coptus;and it is fortified on the 
north by the land that reaches to Syria, together 
with that called the Egyptian Sea, having no ha¬ 
vens in it for ships. And thus is Egypt walled 
about on every* side. Its length between Pelu- 
sium and Syene is two thousand furlongs, and 
the passage by sea from Plinthine to Pelusium is 
three thousand six hundred furlongs. I Is river 
Nile is navigable as far as the city called Ele¬ 
phantine, the forenamed cataracts hindering 
ships from going any farther. The haven also 
of Alexandria is not entered by the mariners 
without difficulty, even in times of peace; for the 

f mssage inward is narrow, and full of rocks, that 
ie under the water, which obliges the mariners to 
turn from a straight direction: its left side is 
blocked up by works made by* men’s hands on 
both sides; on its right side lies the island called 
Phams, which is situated just before the en¬ 
trance, and supports a very' great tower, that af¬ 
fords the sight of a fire to such as sail within 
three hundred furlongs of it, that ships may* cast 
anchor a great way oil in the night time by reason 
of the difficulty* of sailing nearer. About this 
island are built very great piers, the handywork 
of men, against which when the sea dashes*itself, 
and its waves are broken against those bounda¬ 
ries, the navigation becomes very troublesome, 

that lie was first proclaimed in Egypt, and that on the 
calends of July, while they still say it was the fifth of 
the nones or ides of tliesame July before lie was pro- 
r.laimed in Judea. 1 suppose the month they there in¬ 
tended was June, and not July, as the copies now have 
it; nor does Tacitus’s coherence imply less. See Essay 
on the Revelation, p. 136. 

* Here we have an authentic description of the hounds 
and circumstances of Egypt in the days of Vespasian 
and Titus. 

t As Daniel was preferred by Dnrinsand Cyrus, on 
account of his having foretold the destruction of the 
Babylonian monarchy oy their means, and the conse¬ 
quent exaltation i>/ the Modes ana Persians, v. vi, or 
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and the entrance through so narrow a pas^ge is 
rendered dangerous; yet is the haven itself, when 
you arc got into it, a very safe one, and of thirty 
furlongs in largeness; into which is brought 
what the country wants in order to its happiness, 
as also what abundance the country affords, more 
than it wants itself, is hence distributed into all 
the habitable earth. 

6. Justly, therefore, did Vespasian desire to ob¬ 
tain that government, in order to corroborate hi3 
attempts upon the whole empire; so lie immedi¬ 
ately sent to Tiberius Alexander who was then 
governor of Egypt and of Alexandria and fn- 
formed him what the array had put him upon, 
and how he, being forced to accept of the bur¬ 
den of the government, was desirous to have him 
for his confederate and supporter. Now as soon 
as ever Alexander had read this letter, he readily 
obliged the legions and the multitude to take the 
oath of fidelity to Vespasian, both of whom will¬ 
ingly complied with him, as already acquainted 
with the courage of the man, from that his con¬ 
duct in their neighborhood. Accordingly Ves¬ 
pasian, looking upon himself as already intrusted 
with the government, got all things ready for his 
journey [to Rome.] Aow fame carried this news 
abroad more suddenly than one could have 
thought, that he was emperor over the East, upon 
which every city kept festivals, and celebrated 
sacrifices and oblations for such good news; the 
legions also that were in Mysia and Pannonia, 
who had been in commotion a little before, on ac¬ 
count of this insolent attempt of Vitellius, were 
very glad to take the oath of fidelity to Vespa¬ 
sian, upon his coming to the empire. Vespasian 
then removed from Caesarea to Berytus, where 
many embassages came to him from Syria, and 
many from other provinces, bringing with them 
from every city crowns and the congratulations 
of the people. Mucianus came also, who was 
the president of the province, and told him with 
what alacrity the people received the news [of 
his advancement,] and how the people of every 
city had taken the oath of fidelity to him. 

7. So Vespasian's good fortune succeeded to 
his wishes every where, and the public affairs 
were for the greatest part already in his hands; 
upon which he considered that he* had not arrived 
at the government without divine Providence, 
but that a righteous kind of fate had brought the 
empire under his power; for as he called to mind 
the other signals, which had been a great many 
every where, that foretold he should obtain the 
government, so did he remember what Josephus 
had said to him when he ventured to foretell his 
coming to the empire while Nero was alive: so 
lie was much concerned that this man was still 
in bonds with him. He then called for Mucianus, 
together with his other commanders and friends, 
and in the first place, he informed them what a 
valiant man Josephus had been, and what great 
hardships he had made him undergo in the siege 
of Jotapata. After that he related those predic¬ 
tions! of his which he had then suspected as fic¬ 
tions, suggested out of the fear he was in, but 
which had by time been demonstrated to be di¬ 
vine. “ It is a shameful thing (said lie) that 
this man who hath foretold my coming to the 
empire beforehand, and been the minister of a 
divine message to me, should still be retained in 

rather, as Jeremiah, when he was a prisoner, was set 
at liberty, and honorably treated hv Xebuzaradan, at 
the command of Nebuchadnezzar, on account of his 
having foretold the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Babylonians, Jcr. xl. 1—6, so was our Josephus set at 
liberty, and honorably treated, on account of his hav¬ 
ing foretold the advancement of Vespasian and Titus 
to the Roman empire. All these are most eminent in¬ 
stances of the interpositions of Divine providence, and 
of the certainty of Divine predictions in the great rev¬ 
olutions of the four monarchies. Several such like ex¬ 
amples there arc both in the sacred and other histories; 
as in the case of Joseph in Egypt, and of Jaddua thn 
high priest, in the days of Alexander the Great, 
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the condition of a captive or prisoner.” So he 
called for Josephu9, and commanded that he 
should be set at liberty; whereupon the com¬ 
manders promised themselves glorious things, 
from this requital Vespasian made to a stranger. 
Titus was then present with his father, and said, 
“ O father, it is but just that the scandal [of a 
prison**!*] should be taken oil Josephus, together 
with Ins iron chain. For if we do not barely 
loose his bonds, but cut them to pieces, he will 
be like a man, that had never been bound at all.” 
For that is the usual method as to such as have 
been bound without a cause. This advice was 
agreed to by Vespasian also; so there came a 
man in, and cut the chain to pieces; while Jose¬ 
phus received this testimony of his integrity for 
a reward, and was moreover esteemed a person 
of credit a 9 to futurities also. 

CHAP. XI. 

That upon the Conquest and Slaughter of Vitel- 

lius, Vespasian hastened his Journey to Rome, 

but Titus, his Son, returned to Jerusalem. 

\ 1. And now, when Vespasian had given an¬ 
swers to the embassages, and had disposed of 
the places of power justly,* and according to 
every one’s deserts, he came to Antioch, and 
consulting which way he had best lake, he pre¬ 
ferred to go to Rome, rather than to march to 
Alexandria, because he saw that Alexandria was 
sure to him already, but that the affairs at Rome 
were put into disorder by Vitellius; so he sent 
Mucianus to Italy, and committed a considerable 
army, both of horsemen and footmen, to him; 
yet was Mucianus afraid of going by sea, be¬ 
cause it was the middle of winter, and, so he led 
his army on foot through Cappadocia and Phrygia. 

2. In the mean time Antonius Primus took the 
third of the legions that were in Mysia, for he 
was president of that province, and made haste 
in oraer to fight Vitellius; whereupon Vitellius 
sent away Cecinna with a great army, having a 
mighty confidence in him, because of his having 
beaten Otho. Thus Cecinna marched out of 
Rome in great haste, and found Antonius about 
Cremona in Gall, which city is in the borders of 
Italy; but when he saw there that the enemy 
were numerous and in good order, he durst not 
fight them, and as he tnought a retreat danger¬ 
ous, so he began to think of betraying his army 
to Antonius. Accordingly he assembled the cen¬ 
turions and tribunes that were under his com¬ 
mand, and persuaded them to go over to Anto¬ 
nius, and this by diminishing the reputation of 
Vitellius, and by exaggerating the power of Ves¬ 
pasian. He also told them, that “ with the one 
there was no more than the bare name of domi¬ 
nion, but with the other was the power of it; 
and that it was better for them to prevent ne¬ 
cessity. and gain favor, and, while they were 
likely to be overcome in battle, to avoid the dan¬ 
ger beforehand, and go over to Antonius w illing¬ 
ly; that Vespasian was able of himself to subdue 
what had not yet submitted, without their as¬ 
sistance, while Vitellius could not preserve what 
he had already with it.” 

3. Cecinna said this, nnd much more to the 
same purpose, and persuaded them to comply 
with him, and both he and his army deserted; 
but still tlie very same night the soldiers repent¬ 
ed of what they had done, and a fear seized on 

*Ttiis is well observed by Josephus, that Vespasian, 
in order to secure hissurress, and establish his govern¬ 
ment at first,distributed hisoffices ami places upon the 
foot of justice, and bestowed them on such ns best de¬ 
served them, and were best fit for them. Which wise 
conduct in a mere heathen ought to put those rulers 
nnd ministers of stale to shame, who, professing Chris¬ 
tianity, act otherwise, and thereby expose themselves 
and their kingdoms to vice and to destruction. 

t The numbers in Josephus, chap ix. sect. 2,9, for 
Galbn 7 months 7 days, for Otho 3 months 2 days, and 
here for Vitellius S months S days, do not agree with 
any Ltoman historians, who alsodiangrec among them- 


them, lest perhaps Vitellius, who sent them, 
should get the better; and, drawing theirswords, 
they assaulted Cecinna, in order to kill him; and 
the thing had been done by them, if the tribunes 
had not fallen upon their knees, and besought 
them not to doit; so the soldiers did not kill 
him. but put him in bonds, as a traitor, and were 
about to send him to Vitellius. When [Antonius] 
Primus heard of this, he raised up his men im¬ 
mediately, and made them put on their armor, 
and led them against those that had revolted; 
hereupon they put themselves in order of bat¬ 
tle, and made a resistance for a while, but 
were soon beaten, and fled to Cremona: then 
did Primus take his horsemen, and cut off their 
entrance into the city, and encompassed and de¬ 
stroyed a great multitude of them before the 
city, and fell into the city together with the rest, 
and gave leave to his soldiers to plunder it. And 
here it was that many strangers, who were mer¬ 
chants, as well as many of the people of that 
country, perished, among them Vitellius’s whole 
army, being thirty thousand and two hundred, 
while Antonius lost no more of those that came 
with him from Mysia than four thousand and five 
hundred: he then loosed Cecinna, and sent him 
to Vespasian to tell him the good news. So he 
came, and was received by him, and covered the 
scandal of his treachery by the unexpected ho¬ 
nors lie received from Vespasian. 

4. And now, upon the news that Antonius was 
approaching, Sabinus took courage at Rome, and 
assembled those cohorts of soldiers that kept 
watch by night, and in the night time seized upon 
the capitol, and, as the day came on, many meu 
of character came over to him, with Domitian, 
his brother’s son, whose encouragement was of 
a very great weight for the compassing the go¬ 
vernment. JS T ow Vitellius was not much con¬ 
cerned at this Primus, but was very angry with 
those that had revolted with Sabinus, and thirst¬ 
ing, out of his own natural barbarity, after noble 
blood, he sent out that part of the army which 
came along with him to fight against the capitol, 
and many bold actions were done on this side, 
and on the side of those that held the temple. 
But at last, the soldiers that came from Germany, 
being too numerous for the others, got the hill 
into their possession, where Domitian, with many 
other of the principal Romans, providentially es¬ 
caped, while the rest of the multitude were en¬ 
tirely cut to pieces, and Sabinus himself was 
brought to Vitellius, and then slain; the soldiers 
also plundered the temple of its ornaments, and 
set it on fire. But now within a day’s time came 
Antonius, with his army, and were met by Vitel¬ 
lius and his army; and having had a battle in 
three several places, the last were all destroyed. 
Then did Vitellius come out of the palace, in his 
Clips, and satiated with an extravagant and lux¬ 
urious meal, as in the last extremity; and beinjj 
drawn along through the multitude, and abused 
with all sorts of torments, had his head cut off in 
the midst of Rome, having retained the govern¬ 
ment eight months and five days;f and had he 
lived much longer, I cannot but think the empire 
would not have been sufficient for his lust. Of 
the others that were slain, were numbered above 
fifty thousand. This battle was fought on the 
third day of the month Apellrus [Casleu;] on the. 
next day Mucianus came into the city with his 

selves. And, indeed, Sraliger justly romplains, as Dr. 
Hudson observes on chap. ix. sect. 2. that this period is 
very confused and uncertain in the ancient authors. 
They were probably some of them contemporary for 
sonic time; one of the best evidences we have, f mean 
Ptolemy’s Canon, omiis them all, as if they did not all 
together reign one whole year, nor had a single TliotU 
or New-year’s day {which then fell upon Aug. 6.) in 
their entire reigns. Dio also, who says that Vitellins 
reigned a year within ten days, does yet estimate nit 
their reigns together at no more than 1 year, 1 month, 
and 2 days. 






BOOK IV.—CHAP. XI. 


523 


army, and ordered Antoniusand his men to leave 
off killing; for they were still searching the 
houses, and killed many of Vitellius’s soldiers, 
and many of the populace, as supposing them to 
be of his party, preventing by their rage any ac¬ 
curate distinction betweea them and others. He 
then produced Domitian, and recommended him 
to the multitude, until his father should come 
himself: so the people being now freed from 
their fears, made acclamations of joy for Ves- 
asian, as for their emperor, and kept festival 
ays for his confirmation, and for the destruction 
of Vitellius. 

5. And now, as Vespasian was come to Alex¬ 
andria, this good news came from Rome, and at 
the same time came embassies from ail his own 
habitable earth, to congratulate him upon his ad¬ 
vancement; and though this Alexandria was the 
greatest of all cities next to Rome, it proved too 
narrow to contain the multitude that then came 
to it. So upon this confirmation of Vespasian's 
entire government, which was now settled, and 
upon the unexpected deliverance of the public 
affairs of the Romans from ruin, Vespasian turned 
his thoughts to what remained uusubdued in 
Judea. However, he himself made haste to go 
to Rome, as the winter was now almost over, 
and soon set the affairs of Alexandria in order, 


but sent his son Titus, with a select part of his 
army, to destroy Jerusalem. So Titus marched 
on foot as far as Nicopolis, which is distant twenty 
furlongs from Alexandria; there he put his army 
on board some long ships, and sailed upon the 
river along the Mendesian Nomas, as far as the 
city Thmuis; there he got out of the ships, end 
walked on foot, and lodged all night at a small 
city called Tanis. His second station was Hera- 
cleopoiis, and his third Pelusium; he then re¬ 
freshed his army at that place for two days, and 
on the third passed over the mouth of the Nile 
at Pelusium; he then proceeded one station over 
the desert, and pitched his camp at the temple of 
the Casian Jupiter,* and on the next day at Os- 
tracine. This station had no water, but the 
people of the country make use of water brought 
from other places. Afterthis he rested at Rhinoco- 
lura, and from thence he went to R.aphia, which 
vvas his fourth station. This city is the begin¬ 
ning of Syria. For his fifth station he pitched 
his camp at Gaza; after which he came to As- 
calon, and thence to Jamnia, and after that to 
Joppa, and from Joppa to Caesarea, having taken 
a resolution to gather all his other forces toge¬ 
ther at that place. 

* There are coins of this Casian Jupiter still extant, 
as Spanheim here informs us. 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF NEAR SIX MONTHS.—FROM THE COMING OF TITUS TO BE¬ 
SIEGE JERUSALEM TO THE GREAT EXTREMITY TO WHICH THE JEWS WERE REDUCED. 


CHAP. I. 

Concerning the Sedition at Jerusalem, and what 
terrible Miseries afflicted the City by their 
Means. 

§ 1. When, therefore, Titus had marched over 
that desert which lies between Egypt and Syria, 
in the manner forementioned, he came to Caesa¬ 
rea, having resolved to set his forces in order 
at that place before he began the war. Nay, in¬ 
deed, while he was assisting his father at Alex¬ 
andria in settling that government which had 
beea newly conferred upon them by God, it so 
happened, that the sedition at Jerusalem was 
revived, and parted into three factions; and that 
one faction fought against the other, which par¬ 
tition in such evil cases may be said to be a good 
thing, and the effect of divine justice. Now, as 
to the attack the zealots made upon the people, 
and which I esteem the beginning of the city’s 
destruction, it hath been already explained after 
an accurate manner; as also whence it arose, 
and to how great a mischief it was increased. 
But, for the present sedition, one should notmis- 
take if he called it a sedition begotten by another 
sedition, and to be like a wild beast grown mad, 
which, for want of food from abroad, fell now 
upon eating its own flesh. 

2. For Eleazar, the son of Simon, who made 
the first separation of the zealots from the peo¬ 
ple, and made them retire into the temple, ap¬ 
peared very angry at John’s insolent attempts, 
which he made every day upon the people; for 
this man never left oil' murdering: but the truth 
was, that he could not bear to submit to a tyrant 
who set up after him. So he being desirous of 
gaining the entire power and dominion lo him¬ 
self, revolted from John, and took to his assist¬ 
ance Judas, the son of Chelcias, and Simon, the 
son of Ezron, who were among the men of great¬ 
est power. There was also with him Hezekiah, 
the son of Chobar, a person of eminence. Each 

♦This appears to be the first time that the zealots 
ventured to pollute this most saered rotirC of the tem¬ 
ple, which was the court of the priests, wherein the 
temple itself and the altar stood. So that the conjec¬ 
ture of those that would interpret that Zacharias, who 
68 


of these were followed by a great many of the 
zealots; these seized upon the inner court of the 
temple,* and laid their arms upon the holy gates, 
and over the holy fronts of that court. And be¬ 
cause they had plenty of provisions, they were 
of good courage, for there was a great abun¬ 
dance of what was consecrated to sacred uses, 
and they scrupled not the making use of them; 
yet were they afraid on account of their smal 
number, and when they had laid up their arms 
there, they did not stir from the place they were 
in. Now as to John, what advantage he had above 
Eleazar in the multitude of his followers, the like 
disadvantage he had in the situation he was in, 
since he had his enemies over his head; and as 
he could not make any assault upon them with¬ 
out some terror, so was his anger too great to let 
them be at rest; nay, although he sullered more 
mischief from Eleazar and his party than he could 
inflict upon them, yet would he not leave off as¬ 
saulting them, insomuch that there were con¬ 
tinual sallies made one against another, and the 
temple vvas defiled everywhere with murders. 

3. But now the tyrant Simon, the son of Gio- 
ras, whom the people had invited in, out of the 
hopes they had of his assistance in the great dis¬ 
tresses they were in, having in his power the 
upper city, and a great part of the lower, did now 
make more vehement assaults upon John and his 
party, because they were fought against from 
above also; yet vvas he beneath their situation, 
when he attacked them, as they were beneath 
the attacks of the others above them. Whereby it 
came to pass that John did both receive and inflict 
great damage, and that easily, as he vvas fought 
against on both sides; and the same ndvantage 
that Eleazar and his party had over him, since 
he vvas beneath them, the same advantage bad 
he, by his higher situation, over Simon. On 
which account he easily repelled the attacks that 
were made from beneath, by the weapons thrown 
from their hands only; but vvas obliged to repel 

vvns slain “ between the temple and the altar” several 
months before, B. iv. ch. v. sect 4, as if he were slain 
thereby these zealots, te groundless, as I have noted 
on that place already. 
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those that threw their darts from the temple 
above him, by his engines of war; for he nad 
such engines, as threw darts, and javelins, and 
stones, and that in no small number, by which 
he did not only defend himself from such as 
fought against him, but slew moreover many of 
the priests, as they were about their sacred mi¬ 
nistrations. For notwithstanding these men were 
mad with all sorts of impiety, yet did they still 
admit those that desired to offer their sacrifices, 
although they took care to search the people of 
their own country beforehand, and both suspect¬ 
ed and watched them, while they were not so 
much afraid of strangers, who, although they had 
gotten leave of them, how cruel soever they were, 
to come into that court, were yet often destroyed 
by this sedition; for those darts that were thrown 
by the engines came with that force that they 
went over all the buildings, and reached as far 
as the altar and the temple itself, and fell upon 
the priests and those that were about the sacred 
offices:* insomuch, that many persons who came 
thither with great zeal from the ends of the 
earth, to offer sacrifices at this celebrated place, 
which was esteemed holy bj" all mankind, fell 
down before their own sacrifices themselves, and 
sprinkled that altar which was venerable among 
all men, both Greeks and Barbarians, with their 
own blood; till the dead bodies of strangers were 
mingled together, with those of their own coun¬ 
try, and those of profane persons with those of 
the priests, and the blood of all sorts of dead 
Carcasses stood in lakes in the holy courts them¬ 
selves. And now, “ O most wretched city, what 
misery so great as this didst thou suffer from 
the Romans, when they came to purify thee from 
thy intestine hatred? For thou couldst be no 
longer a place fit for God, nor couldst thou 
longer continue in being, after thou hadst been a 
sepulchre for the bodies of thy own people, and 
hadst made the holy house itself a burying place 
in this civil war of thine. Yet mayest thou again 
grow better, if perchance thou wilt hereafter ap¬ 
pease the anger of that God who is the author of 
thy destruction.”! But I must restrain myself 
from these passions by the rules of history, since 
this is not a proper time for domestic lamenta¬ 
tions, but for historical narrations; I therefore re¬ 
turn to the operations that follow in this sedition. 

4. And now there were three treacherous factions 
in the city, the one parted from the other. Eleazar 
and his party, that kept the sacred first-fruits, 
came against John in their cups. Those that were 
with John plundered the populace, and went out 
with zeal against Simon. This Simon had his 
supply of provisions from the city, in opposition 
to tne seditious. When, therefore, John was as¬ 
saulted on both sides he made his men turn about, 
throwing his darts upon those citizens that came 
up against him from the cloisters he had in his 
ossession. while he opposed those that attacked 
im from the temple by his engines of war. And 
if at any time he was freed from those that were 
above him, which happened frequently, from 
their being drunk and tired, he sallied out with a 
great number upon Simon and his party; and 
this he did always in such parts of the city as he 
could come nt, till he set on fire those houses that 
were full of corn,{ and of all other provisions. 
The same thing wns done by Simon, when upon 
the other’s retreat, he attacked the city also; 
as if they had on purpose done it to serve the 
Romans, by destroying what the city had laid up 

* The Lcvitc9. 

t This is an excellent reflection of Josephus including 
his hopes of ihc restoration of the Jews upon their re- 
pentnnre,see Aniiq. It. iv. ch. viii. sen. 4ij, which is the 
grand 1 lope of I*racf as Mnnnssch-bcn-Isracl. the fa¬ 
mous Jewish rabbi, styles it, in his small Imt remarka¬ 
ble treatise on Hurt su'ject, of which the Jewish pro- 
pheis are everywhere full. See the principal of those 
prophecies collected together at the end of the Essay 
on the Revelation, page 1522, &c. 

J. This destruction of such a vast quantity of corn and 


against the siege, and by thus cutting off th* 
nerves of their own power. Accordingly, it so 
came to pass, that all the places that were abou'l 
the temple were burnt down, and were become 
an intermediate desert space, ready for fighting 
on both sides of it; and that almost all that corn 
was burnt, which would have been sufficient for 
a siege of many years. So they were taken by 
the means of the famine, which it was impossi¬ 
ble they should have been, unless they had thus 
prepared the way for it by this procedure. 

5. And now, as the city was engaged in a war 
on all sides, from these treacherous crowds of 
wicked men, the people of the city, between 
them, were like a great body torn in pieces. The 
aged men and the women were in such distress 
by their internal calamities, that they wished for 
the Romans, and earnestly hoped for an exter¬ 
nal war, in order to their delivery from their do¬ 
mestic miseries. The citizens themselves were 
under a terrible consternation and fear; nor had 
they any opportunity of taking counsel, and of 
changing their conduct; nor were there any 
hopes o( coming to an agreement with their ene¬ 
mies; nor could such as had a mind flee away; 
for guards were set at all places, and the heads 
of the robbers, although they were seditious one 
against another in other respects, yet did they 
agree in killing those that were for peace with 
the Romans, or were suspected of an inclination 
to desert to them, as their common enemies. 
They agreed in nothing but this, to kill those 
that were innocent. The noise also of those that 
were fighting was incessant, both by day and by 
night; but the lamentations of those that mourn¬ 
ed exceeded the other; nor was there ever any 
occasion for them to leave off their lamentations, 
because their calamities came perpetually one 
upon another, although the deep consternation 
they were in prevented their outward wailing; 
but being constrained by their fear to conceal 
their inward passions, tney were inwardly tor¬ 
mented, without daring to open their lips in 
groans. Nor was any regard paid to those that 
were still alive by their relations; nor was there 
any care taken of burial for those that were 
dead; the occasion of both which was this, that 
every one despaired of himself; for those that 
were not among the seditious had no great de¬ 
sires of any thing, as expecting for certain that 
they should very soon be destroyed; but for the 
seditious themselves, they fought against each 
other, while they trod upon the dead bodies a3 
they lay heaped one upon another, and taking 
up a mad rage from those dead bodies that were 
under their feet, became the fiercer thereupon. 
They, moreover, were still inventing somewhat 
or other that was pernicious ngainst themselves; 
and when they nad resolved upon any thing, 
they executed it without mercy, and omitted no 
method of torment or of barbarity. Nay, John 
abused the sacred materials,} and employed 
them in the construction of his engines of war; 
for the people and the priests nad formerly 
determined to support the temple, and raise 
the holy house twenty cubits higher; for king 
Agrippa had at a very great expense, and with 
very grent pains, brought thither such materials 
as were proper for that purpose, being pieces of 
timber very well worth seeing, both for their 
straightness and their largeness; but the war 
coming on, and interrupting the work, John had 
them cut, and prepared for the building him 

other provisions, as was sufficient for many years, was 
lhe dirert occasion of that terrible fnminc which con¬ 
sumed incredible numbers of Jews in Jerusalem during 
its siege. Nor probably rould the Romans have lakcn 
this city, after all, had not these seditious Jews been 90 
infatuated as thus madly to destroy what Josephus 
here justly styles “ the nerves of llieir power.’’ 

$ This timber, we sec, was designed for ihc rebuilding 
those twenty additional cubits of the holy house above 
the hundred which had fa'icn down some years before 
See ihc note on Antiq. B. xv. ch. xi. sect. 3 
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towers, he fiading them long enough to oppose 
from them those his adversaries that fought from 
the temple that was above him. He also had 
them brought aod erected behind the inner court 
over against the west end of the cloister, where 
alone he could erect them,* whereas the other 
sides of that court had so many steps as would 
not let them come nigh enough to the cloisters. 

6. Thus did John hope to be too hard for his 
enemies by these engines constructed by his im¬ 
piety; but God himself demonstrated that his 
pains w r ould prove of no use to him, by bringing 
the Romans upon him, before he had reared 
any of his towers; for Titus, when he had gotten 
together part of his forces about him, ana had 
ordered the rest to meet him at Jerusalem, 
marched out of Caesarea. He had with him 
those three legions that had accompanied his 
father, when he laid Judea waste, together with 
that twelfth legion which had beeu formerly 
beaten with Cestius; which legion, as it was 
otherwise remarkable for its valor, so did it 
march on now with great alacrity to avenge 
themselves on the Jews, as remembering what 
they had formerly suffered from them. Of these 
legions he ordered the fifth to meet him, by 
going through Emmaus, and the tenth to go up 
by Jericho; he also moved himself, together 
with the rest: besides which, marched those 
auxiliaries that came from the kings, being now 
more in number than before, together with a con¬ 
siderable number that came to his assistance 
from Syria. Those also that had been selected 
out of these four legions, and sent with Mucia- 
nuB to Italy, had their places filled up out of 
those soldiers that came out of Egypt with Titus, 
which were two thousand men, chosen out of the 
armies at Alexandria. There followed him also 
three thousand drawn from those that guarded 
the river Euphrates; as also, there came Tibe¬ 
rius Alexander, who was a friend of his, most 
valuable, both for his good-will to him, and for 
his prudence. He had formerly been governor 
of Alexandria, but was now thought worthy to 
be general of the army [under Titus.] The rea¬ 
son of this was, that he had been the first who 
had encouraged Vespasian very lately to accept 
this his new dominion, and joined himself to him 
with great fidelity, whea. things w'ere uncertain, 
and fortune had not yet declared for him. He 
also followed Titus as a counsellor, very useful 
to him in this war, both by his age and skill in 
such affairs. 

CHAP. II. 

How Titus marched to Jerusalem, andhow he was 
in Danger, as he was taking a View of the City. 
Of the Flace also where he pitched his Camp . 

^ 1. Now as Titus was upon his march into the 
enemy's country, the auxiliaries that were sent 
by the kings marched first, having all the other 
auxiliaries with them, after whom followed those 
that were to prepare the roads, and measure out 
the camp; then came the commanders’ baggage, 
and after that the other soldiers, who were com- 
letely armed to support them; then came Titus 
imself, having with him another select body, 
and then came tile pikemen; after whom came 
the horse belonging to that legion. All these 
came before the engines, and after these engines, 
came the tribunes and the leaders of the cohorts, 

♦There being no cate ou the west, and only on the 
west side of the court of tire priests, and so no steps there, 
this was the only side that the seditious, under this John 
of Gischala, could bring their engines close to the clois¬ 
ters of that court endways, though upon the floor of 
the court of Israel. Pee the scheme of that temple in 
the description of the temples hereto belonging. 

t We may here note, that Titus is here called a king 
and Ctcsar, by Josephus, even while lie was no more 
than the emperor’s son and general of the Roman army, 
and his father Vespasian was still alive, just as the 
New Testament says Archelans reigned, or i ras kini,.. 
Matt ii. 22, though he was properly no more than cth 
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with their select bodies; after these came the 
ensigns, with the eagle; and before these ensigns 
came the trumpeters belonging to them; next to 
these came the main body oi the army in their 
ranks, every legion being six deep; the servants 
belonging to every legion came after these; and 
before these last their baggage; the mercenaries 
came last, and those that guarded them brought 
up the rear. Now Titus, according to the Ro¬ 
man usage, went in the front of the array after a 
decent manner, and marched through Samaria to 
Gophna, a city that had been formerly taken by 
his father, and was then garrisoned by Roman 
soldiers: and, when he had lodged there one 
night he marched on in the morning; and when 
he had gone as far as a day’s march, he pitched 
his camp at that valley which the Jews, in their 
own tongue, call Tile Valley of Thorns, near 
a certain village called Gabaoth-saul, which sig¬ 
nifies, The Hill of Saul, being distant from Jeru¬ 
salem about thirty furlongs. There it was that 
he chose out six hundred select horsemen, and 
went to take a view of the city, to observe what 
strength it was of, and how courageous the Jews 
were; whether when they saw him, and before 
they came to a direct battle, they would be af¬ 
frighted and submit; for he had been informed, 
what was really true, that the people who were 
fallen under the power of the seditious and the 
robbers, were greatly desirous of peace; but be¬ 
ing too weak to rise up against the rest, they lay 
still. 

2. Now, so long as he rode along the straight 
road which led to the wall of the city, nobody 
appeared out of the gates; but when he went 
out of that road, and declined towards the tower 
Psephinus, and led the band of horsemen ob¬ 
liquely, an immense number of the Jews leaped 
out suddenly at the towers called the Women’s 
Towers, through that gate which was over 
against the monuments of Queen Helena, aod 
intercepted his horse; and, standing directly op¬ 
posite to those that still ran along the road, hin¬ 
dered them from joining those that had declined 
out of it. They intercepted Titus also, with a 
few others. Now it was here impossible for him 
to go forward, because all the places had trench¬ 
es dug in them from the wall to preserve the 
gardens round about, and were full of gardens 
obliquely situated, and of many hedges; and to 
return back to his own men, lie saw it was also 
impossible, by reason of the multitude of the ene¬ 
mies that lay between them; many of whom did 
not so much as know that the king was in any 
danger,! but supposed him still among them. So 
he perceived, tnat his preservation must be 
wholly owing to his own courage, and turned his 
horse about, aod cried out aloud to those that 
were about him, to follow him, and ran with vio¬ 
lence into the midst of his enemies, in order to 
force his way through them to his own men. And 
hence, we may principally learn, that both the 
success of wars and the dangers that kingsj are 
iu, arc under the providence of God; for while 
such a number of darts were thrown at Titus, 
when he had neither his headpiece on, nor his 
breastplate., (for, as I told you, he went out not 
to fight, but to view the city,) none of them 
touched his body, but went aside without hurt¬ 
ing him, as if all of them missed him on pur¬ 
pose, and only made a noise as they passed by 

narcli, as Josephus assures us, Antiq. B. xvii. ch. xi. 
sect. 4; Of the War, B. ii. ch.vi. sect. 3. Thus also 
the Jews called the Roman emperors kings, though 
they never took that title to themselves : H e have na 
king but C<?$ar, John xix. 15: Submit to the king as 
supreme, 1 Pet. ii. 13, 17; which is also the language of 
the Apostolical Constitutions, ii. 11. 34; iv. 13; v. 19; 
vi. 2, 25; vii. 10; viii. 2, 13; and elsewhere in the New 
Testament. John xix. 15; Man.x. 18; xvii. 25; 1 Tim. 
ii 2, and in Josephus also; though I suspect Josephus 
» particularly esteemed Titus as joint king with his father 
ever since his divine dreams that declared them 
both such, B. iii. ch. viii. sect. 9. f See the above note 
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him. So he diverted those perpetually with his 
sword that came on his side, and overturned 
many of those that directly met him, and made 
his horse ride over those that were overthrown. 
The enemy indeed made a great shout at the 
boldness ol Ciesnr, and exhorted one another to 
rush upon him. Yet did those against whom he 
marched fly away, and go off from him in great 
numbers; while those that were in the same dan¬ 
ger with him kept up close to him, though they 
were wounded both on their backs and on their 
sides; for they had each of them but this one hope 
of escaping, if they could assi&t Titus in opening 
himsill a way that he might not be encompassed 
round by his enemies before he got away from 
them. .Now, there were two of those that were 
with him, but at some distance; the one of which 
the enemy encompassed round, and slew him 
with their darts, and his horse also; but the other 
they slew as he leaped down from his horse, and 
carried oiF his horse with them. But Titus es¬ 
caped with the rest, and came safe to the camp. 
So this success of the Jews’ first attack raised 
their minds, and gave them an ill-grounded hope; 
and this short inclination of fortune on their side, 
made them very courageous for the future. 

3. But now, as soon as that legion that had 
been at Emmaus was joined to Caesar at night, 
he removed thence, when it was day, and came 
to a place called Scopus; from whence the city 
began already to be seen, and a plain view might 
be taken of the great temple. Accordingly, this 
place, on the north quarter of the city, and join¬ 
ing thereto, was a plain, and very properly 
named Scopus, [the prospect,] and was no more 
than seven furlongs distant from it. And here it 
was that Titus ordered a camp to be fortified for 
two legions that were to be together, but order¬ 
ed another camp to be fortified, at three furlongs 
farther distance behind them, for the fifth legion; 
for he thought that, by inarching in the night 
they might be tired, and might deserve to be 
covered from the enemy, and with less fear 
might fortify themselves; and, as these were now 
beginning to build, the tenth legion, which came 
through Jericho, was already come to the place, 
where a certain party of armed men had for¬ 
merly lain, to guard that pass into the city, and 
bad been taken before by Vespasian. These le¬ 
gions had orders to encamp at the distance of six 
furlongs from Jerusalem, at the mount called the 
Mount of Olives,* which lies over against the 
city on the east side, and is parted from it by a 
deep valley, interposed between them, which is 
named Cedron. 

4. Now, when hitherto the several parties in 
the city had been dashing one against another 
perpetually, this foreign war, now suddenly come 
upon them after a violent manner, put the first 
stop to their contentions one against another: 
and, ns the seditious now saw' with astonishment 
the Romans pitching three several camps, they 
began to think of an awkward sort of concord, 
and said one to another, “What doive here, and 
what do we mean, when we sutler three fortified 
wall* to be built, to coop us in, that vve shall not 
be able to breathe freely: while the enemy is 
securely building a kind of city in opposition to 
us, and while we sit still within our own walls, 
nnd become spectators only of what they are 
doin':, with our hands idle, and our armor laid 
by, • ■> if they were about somewhat that was for 
our -)i>d and advantage. We are, it seems, (so 
did i <ey cry out,) only courageous against our- 
selv't , while the Romans are. likely to gain the 
city w ithout bloodshed hy our sedition.” Thus 
did they encourage one another when they were 

ott i. together, and took their armor inline- 

ial< ly, anil ran out upon the tenth legion, and 
fell upon the Romans with great eagerness, and 

* This situation of the Mount of Olives on the east of 
Jerusalem, nr ahoat the distance of five or six furlongs, 
with the valley of Cedron interposed between that 


with a prodigious shout, as they were fortifying 
their camp. These Romans were caught in diR 
furent parties, and this, in order to perform their 
several works, and on that account had in a great 
measure laid aside their arms; for they thought 
the Jew's would not have ventured to make a 
sally upon them, and, had they been disposed so 
to do, they supposed their sedition W'ould have 
distracted them. So they were put into disorder 
unexpectedly; when some of them left their 
W'orks they were about, and immediately march¬ 
ed off, while many ran to their arms, But were 
smitten and slain before they could turn back 
upon tlie enemy. The Jews became still more 
and more in number, as encouraged by the good 
success of those that first made the attack; and 
while they had such good fortune, they seemed, 
both to themselves and to the enemy, to be many 
more than they really were. The disorderly way 
of their fighting at first put the Romans also to 
a stand, who had been constantly used to fight 
skilfully in good order, and with keeping their 
ranks, and obeying the orders that were given 
them; for which reason the Romans were caught 
unexpectedly, and were obliged to give way to 
the assaults that were madeupon them. Now 
when the Romans were overtaken, and turned 
back upon the Jews, they put a stop to their ca¬ 
reer, yet, when they did not take care enough of 
themselves through the vehemency of their pur¬ 
suit, they were wounded by them; but, as still 
more and more Jews sallied out of the city, the 
Romans were at length brought into confusion, 
and put to flight, and ran away from their camp. 
Nay, things looked as though the entire legion 
would have been in danger, unless Titus had 
been informed of the case they were in, and had 
sent them succors immediately. So he re¬ 
proached them for their cowardice, and brought 
those back that were running away, and tell 
himself upon the Jews on their flank, with those 
select troops that were with him, and slew a con¬ 
siderable number, and wounded more of them, 
and put them all to flight, and made them run 
away hastily down the valley. Now, U9 these 
Jews suffered greatly in the declivity of the val¬ 
ley, so, when they were gotten over it, they 
turned about, and stood over against the Ro¬ 
mans, having the valley between them, and there 
fought with them. Thus did they continue the 
fight till noon; but when it was already a little 
alter noon, Titus set those that came to the as¬ 
sistance of the Romans with him, and those that 
belonged to the cohorts, to prevent the Jews 
from making any more sallies, and then sent the 
rest of the legion to the upper part of the moun 
tain to fortify their camp. 

5. This march of the Romans seemed to the 
Jews to be a flight; and as the watchman who 
was place t! upon the wall, gave a signal by shak¬ 
ing his garment, there came out a fresh multi¬ 
tude of Jews, and that with such mighty vio¬ 
lence, that one might compare it to the running 
of the most terrible wild beasts. To say the 
truth, none oflhose that opposed them could sus¬ 
tain the fury with which they made their attacks; 
but, as if they had been cast out of an engine, 
they brake the enemies’ ranks to pieces, who 
were put to flight and ran away to the mountain, 
none but Titus himself, and a few others with 
him, being left in the midst of the acclivity. Now 
these others who ivere his friends, despised the 
danger they were in, and were ashamed to leave 
their general, earnestly exhorting him “ to give 
way to these Jews that nre fond of dying, and 
not run into such dangers before those that 
ought to stay before him; to consider what his 
fortune wns, aud not, by supplying the place of a 
common soldier, to venture to turn back upon 
the enemy so suddenly, and this because lie was 

mountain and the city, are things well know n both in 
the Old ami New Testament, in Josephus elsewhere, 
and in all tlie descriptions of Palestine. 
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general in the war, and lord of the habitable 
earth, on whose preservation the public affairs 
do all depend.” These persuasions Titus seem¬ 
ed not so much as to hear, but opposed those 
that ran upon him. and smote them on the face; 
and, when he had forced them to go back, he 
slew them; he also fell upon great numbers as 
they inarched down the hill, and thrust them for¬ 
ward; while those men were so amazed at his 
courage aud his strength, that they could not fly 
direct to the city, but declined from him on both 
sides, and pressed after those that fled up the 
hill; yet did he still fall upon their flank, and put 
a stop to their fury. In the mean time, a disor¬ 
der and a terror fell again upon those that were 
fortifying their camp at the top of the hill, upon 
their seeing those beneath them running away; 
insomuch that the whole legion was dispersed, 
while they thought that the sallies of the Jews 
upon them were plainly insupportable, and that 
Titus was himself put to flight; because they 
took it for granted, that, if he had staid, the rest 
would never have fled for it. Thus were they 
encompassed on every side by a kind of panic 
fear, and some dispersed themselves one way, 
and some another, till certain of them saw their 
general in the very midst of an action, and, be¬ 
ing under great concern for him, they loudly 
proclaimed the danger he was in to the entire 
legion, and now shame made them turn back, 
and they reproached one another, that they did 
worse than run away, by deserting Ctesar. So 
they used their utmost force against the Jews, 
and declining from the strait declivity, they drove 
them on heaps into the bottom of the valley. 
Then did the Jews turn about and fight them: 
but as they were themselves retiring, and now 
because the Romans had the advantage of the 
ground, and were above the Jews, they drove 
them all into the valley. Titus also pressed upon 
those that were near him, and sent the legion 
again to fortify their camp; while lie, and those 
that were with him before, opposed the enemy, 
and kept them from doing further mischief; inso¬ 
much, that if I may be allowed neither to add 
any thing out of flattery, nor to diminish any 
thing out of envy, but to speak the plain truth, 
Caesar did twice deliver that entire legion when 
it was in jeopardy, and gave them a quiet oppor¬ 
tunity of fortifying their camp. 

CHAP. III. 

How the Sedition was again revived within Jeru¬ 
salem , and yet the Jews contrived Snaresfor the 
Romans. How Titus also threatened his Sol¬ 
diers for their ungovernable Rashness. 

§ 1. As now the war abroad ceased for a while, 
the Sedition within was revived; and on the feast 
of unleavened bread, which was now come, it 
being the fourteenth day of the month Xanthi- 
cus [Nisan,] when it is believed tlie Jews were 
first freed from the Egyptians, Eleazar and his 
party opened the gates of this [inmost court of 
the] temple, and admitted such of the people as 
were desirous to worship God into it.* But John 
made use of this festival as a cloak for his trea¬ 
cherous designs, and armed the most inconsider¬ 
able of his own party, the greater part of whom 
were not purified, with weapons concealed under 
their garments, and sent them with great zeal 
into the temple, in order to seize upon it; which 

♦Here we see the true occasion of those vast num¬ 
bers of Jews that were in Jerusalem during this siege 
by Titus, and perished therein; that the siege began at 
ttie feast of the Passover, when .mcli prodigious multi¬ 
tudes of Jews and proselytes of the gale werecomo 
from all parts of Judea, and from other countries, in 
order to celebrate that great festival. See the note, B. 
ri. chap. ix. sect. 3. Tacitus himself informs us, that 
the number of men, women, and children, in Jerusa¬ 
lem, when it was besieged by the Romans, as he had 
been informed, was 600,000. This information must 
have been taken from the Romans; for Josephus never 
mentions the number of those that were besieged, only 


armed men, when they were gotten in, threw 
their garments away, and presently appeared in 
their armor. Upon whicn there was a very 
reat disorder and disturbance about the holy 
ouse; while the people, who had no concern iq 
the sedition, supposed that this assault was made 
against all without distinction; as the zealots 
thought it was made against themselves only. 
So these left ofi' guarding the gates any longer, 
and leaped down from their battlements before 
they came to an engagement, and fled away into 
the subterranean caverns of the temple; while 
the people that stood trembling at the altar, and 
about the holy house, were rolled on heaps to¬ 
gether, and trampled upon, and were beaten both 
with wooden and with iron weapons without mer¬ 
cy. Such also, as had differences with others, 
slew many persons that were quiet, out of their 
own private enmity and hatred, as if they were 
opposite to the seditious; and all those that had 
formerly offended any of these plotters, were now 
known, and were led away to the slaughter: and 
when they had done abundance of horrid mis¬ 
chief to the guiltless, they granted a truce to the 
guilty, and let those go off that came out of the 
caverns. These followers of John also did now 
seize upon this inner temple, and upon all the 
warlike engines therein, and then ventured to 
oppose Simon. And thus that sedition, which 
had been divided into three factions, was now 
reduced to two. 

2. But Titus, intending to pitch his camp near¬ 
er to the city than Scopus, placed as many of his 
choice horsemen and footmen as he thought suf¬ 
ficient, opposite to the Jews to prevent their sal¬ 
lying out upon them, while he gave orders lor 
the whole army to level the distance, as far as 
the wall of the city. So they threw down all 
the hedges and walls which the inhabitants had 
made about their gardens and groves of trees, 
and cut down all the fruit trees that lay betwee.. 
them and the wall of the city, and filled up all 
the hollow places and the chasms, and demolish¬ 
ed the rocky precipices with iron instruments; 
and thereby made all the place level from Scopus 
to Herod’s monuments, which adjoined to the 
pool called the Serpent’s Pool. 

3. Now at this very time, the Jews contrived 
the following stratagems against the Romans. 
The bolder sort of the seditious went out at the 
towers, called the Women’s Towers, as if they 
had been ejected out of the city by those who 
were for peace, and rambled about as if they 
were afraid of being assaulted by the Romans, 
and were in fear ot one another; while those 
that stood upon the wall, and seemed to be of the 
people’s side, cried out aloud for peace, and en¬ 
treated they might have security for their lives 
given them, and called for the Romans, promis¬ 
ing to open the gates to them; and as they cried 
out after that manner, they threw stones at their 
own people, as though they would drive them 
away from the gates. These also pretended 
that’they were excluded by force, and that they 
petitioned those that were within to let them in; 
aud rushing upon the Romans perpetually, with 
violence, they then came back, and seemed to be 
in great disorder. Now the Roman soldiers 
thought this cunning stratagem of theirs wns to 
be believed real, and thinking thev had the ooe 
party under their power, and could punish them 

lie lets us know, that of the vulgar, carried dead out 
of the gates and buried at the public charges, was the 
like number of 600,0111, cliap. xiii. sect. 7. However, 
when Cestius Callus came first to the siege, thai sum 
in Tacitus is noway disagreeable to Josephus’s his¬ 
tory, though they were become much more numerous 
when Titus encompassed the city at the Passover. As 
to the number that perished during the siege, Josephus 
assures us,as we shall see hereafter, they were 1,100,000, 
besides 97,000 captives; hut Tacitus’s history of the 
last part of this siege is noi now extant, so we can¬ 
not compare bis parallel numbers with those in Jose¬ 
phus. 
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as they pleased, and hoping that the other party 
■would open their gates to them, set to the exe¬ 
cution ot their designs accordingly. But for Ti¬ 
tus himself, he had this surprising conduct of the 
Jews in suspicion; for whereas he had invited 
them to come to terms of accommodation, by Jo¬ 
sephus, but one day before, he could then re¬ 
ceive no civil answer from them; so he ordered 
the soldiers to stay where they were. However, 
some of them that were set in the front of the 
works prevented him, and catching up their arms 
ran to the gates; whereupon those that seemed 
to have been ejected, at the first retired: but as 
soon as the soldiers were gotten between the 
towers on each side of the gate, the Jews ran 
out and encompassed them round, and fell upon 
them behind, while that multitude which stood 
upon the wall, threw a heap of stones and darts 
of all kinds at them, insomuch that they slew a 
considerable number, and wounded many more; 
for it was not easy for the Romans to escape, by 
reason those behind them pressed them forward; 
besides which the shame they were under for 
being mistaken, and the fear they were in of 
their commanders, engaged them to persevere in 
their mistake; wherefore they fought with their 
spears a great while, and received many blows 
from the Jew’s, though indeed they gave them as 
many blows again, and at last repelled those that 
had encompassed them about, while the Jews 
pursued them as they retired, and followed them 
and threw darts at them as far as the monuments 
of Queen Helen. 

4. After this, these Jews, without keeping any 
decorum, grew insolent upon their good fortune, 
and jested upon the Romans for being deluded 
by the trick they had put upon them, and making 
a noise with beating their shields, leaped for 
gladness, and made joyful exclamations; while 
these soldiers were received with threatenings 
bv their officers, and with indignation by Caesar 
himself, [who spake to them thus:] “These 
Jews, who are only conducted by thoir mad¬ 
ness, do every thing with care and circumspec¬ 
tion; they contrive stratagems and lay ambushes, 
and fortune gives success to their stratagems, 
because they are obedient, and preserve their 
good will and fidelity to one another; while the 
Romans, to whom fortune uses to be ever sub¬ 
servient, by reason of their good order, and rea¬ 
dy submission to their commanders, have now 
had ill success bv their contrary behavior; and 
by not being able to restrain their hands from 
action, they nave been caught; and that which 
is the most to their reproach, they have gone on 
without their commanders in the very presence 
of Caesar. Truly (says Titus,) the laws of war 
cannot but groan heavily, as will my father also 
himself when he shall be informed of this wound 
that hath been given us, since he who is grown 
old in wars, did never make so great a mistake. 
Our laws of war do also ever inflict capital pun¬ 
ishment on those that in the lcastbreak into good 
order, while at this time they have seen an entire 
army run into disorder. However, those that 
have been so insolent shall be made immediately 
sensible, that even they, who conquer among the 
Romaus without orders for fighting, are to be 
under disgrace.” When Titus had enlarged 
upon this matter before the commanders, it ap¬ 
peared evident that he would execute the law 
against all those that were concerned, so these 
soldiers’ minds sunk down in despair, as expect¬ 
ing to be put to death, and that justly and quick¬ 
ly. However, the other legions came round about 
Titus, and entreated his iavor tn these their fel¬ 
low-soldiers, and made supplication to him that 
he would pardon the rashness of a few, on account 
of the better obedience of all the rest; and pro¬ 
mised for them, that they should make amends 
for their present fault by their more virtuous be¬ 
havior for the time to come. 

5. So Caesar complied with their desires, and 


with what prudence dictated to him also; for he 
esteemed it fit to punish single persons by real 
executions, but that the punishment of great 
multitudes should proceed no farther than re¬ 
proofs; so he was reconciled to the soldiers, but 
gave them a special charge to act more wisely 
for the future; and he considered with himself 
how he might be even with the Jews for their 
stratagem. And now, when the space between 
the Romans ana the wall had been levelled, which 
was done in four days; and as he was desirous 
to bring the baggage of the army with the rest 
oJf the multitude that followed him, safely to the 
camp, he set the strongest part of his army over 
against that wall which lay on the north quarter 
of the city, and over against the western part of 
it, and made his army seven deep, with the foot¬ 
men placed before them, and the horsemen be¬ 
hind them, each of the last in three ranks, whilst 
the archers stood iri the midst in seven ranks. 
And now as the Jews were prohibited by so great 
a body of men, from making sallies upon the 
Romans, both the beasts that bare the burdens 
and belonged to the three legions and the rest of 
the multitude, marched on without any fear. But 
as for Titus himself, he was but about two fur¬ 
longs distant from the wall at that part of it 
where was the corner,* and over against that 
tower which was called Psephinus, at which tow¬ 
er the compass of the wall belonging to the north 
bended, and extended itself over against the west; 
but the other part of the army fortified itself at 
the tower called Hippicus, and was distant, in 
like manner, but two furlongs from the city. 
However, the tenth legion continued in its own 
place, upon the Mount of Olives. 

CHAP. IV. 

The Description of Jerusalem. 

\ 1. The city of Jerusalem was fortified with 
th ree walls, on such parts as were not encom¬ 
passed with unpassable valleys; for in such places 
it hath but one wall. The city was built upon 
two hills, which are opposite to one another, and 
have a valley to divide them asunder, at which 
valley the corresponding rows of houses on both 
hills end. Of these hills, that which contains the 
upper city is much higher, and in length more 
direct. Accordingly, it was called the Citadel 
by king David; he was the father of that Solo¬ 
mon who built this temple at the first; but it is by 
us called the Upper Market-place. But the other 
hill, which was called Acra, and sustains the 
lower city, is of the shape of a moon when she 
is horned; over against this there was a third 
hill, but naturally lower than Acra, and parted 
formerly from the other by a broad valley. How¬ 
ever, in those times when the Asatnoneans reign¬ 
ed, they filled up that valley with earth, and had 
a mind to join the city to the temple. They then 
took off part of the height of Acra, and reduced 
it to a less elevation than it was before, that the 
temple might be superior to it. Now the valley 
of tne Cheesemongers, as it was called, and wag 
that which we told you before distinguished the 
hill of the upper city from that of the lower, ex¬ 
tended as far as Siloam; for that is the name of 
a fountain which hath sweet water in it, and this 
in great plenty also. But on the outsides, these 
hills are surrounded by deep valleys, and by rea¬ 
son of the precipices to them belonging, on both 
sides they are every where unpassable. 

2. Now, of these three walls, the old one was 
hard to he taken, both by reason of the valleys, 
and of that hill on which it was built, and which 
was above them. But besides that great ad¬ 
vantage, as to the place where they were situat¬ 
ed, it was also built very strong; because Da¬ 
vid and Solomon, and the following kings, wer« 
very zealous about this work. Now that wall 

* Perhaps, says Dr. Hudson, here was that gate called 
the Gate of the Corner , in 2 Chron. xxvi. 9. Seech 
iv. Beet. 2. 
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began on the north, at the tower called Hippi- 
cus, and extended as far as the Xistus, a place so 
called, and then joining to the council-house, 
ended at the west cloister of the temple. But if 
we go the other way westward, it began at the 
same place, and extended through a place called 
Bethso, to the gate of the Essenes: and after that 
it went southward, having its bending above the 
fountain Siloam, where it also bends again to¬ 
wards the east at Solomon’s pool, and reaches 
as far as a certain place which they called Oph- 
las, where it was joined to the eastern cloister 
of the temple. The second wall took its begin¬ 
ning from that gate which they called Genneth, 
which belonged to the first wall; it only encom¬ 
passed the northern quarter of the city, and 
reached as far as the tower Antonia. The be¬ 
ginning of the third wall was at the tower Hip- 
picus, whence it reached as far as the north 
quarter of the city, and the tower Psephinus, 
and then was so far extended'till it came over 
against the monuments of Helena, which Helena 
was queen of Adiabene, and mother of Izates: 
it then extended farther to a great length, and 
passed by the sepulchral caverns of the kings, 
and bent again at the tower of the corner, at 
the monument which is called the Monument of 
the Fuller, and joined to the old wall at the val¬ 
ley called the Valley of Cedron. It was Agrippa 
who encompassed the parts added to the old city 
with this wall, which had been all naked before; 
for as the city grew more populous, it gradually 
crept beyond its old limits, and those parts of it 
that stood northward of the temple, and joined 
that hill to the city, made it considerably larger, 
and occasioned that hill which is in number the 
fourth, and is called Bezetha, to be inhabited 
also. It lies over against the tower of Antonia, 
but is divided from it by a deep valley, which 
was dug on purpose, and that in order to hinder 
the foundations of the tower of Antonia from 
joining to this hill, and thereby affording an op¬ 
portunity for getting to it with ease, and hinder¬ 
ing the security that arose from its superior ele¬ 
vation, for which reason also that depth of the 
ditch made the elevation of the towers more re¬ 
markable. This new-built part of the city was 
called Bezetha in our language, which if inter¬ 
preted in the Grecian language, may be called 
The New City. Since therefore its inhabitants 
stood in need of a covering, the father of the 
present king, and of the same name with him, 
Agrippa, began that wall we spoke of: hut he 
left off' building it when he had only laid the 
foundations, out of the fear he was in of Claudius 
Caesar, lest he should suspect that so strong a 
wall was built in order to make some innovation 
in public affairs: for the city could no way have 
been taken, if that wall had been finished in the 
manner it was begun; as its parts were connect¬ 
ed together by stones twenty cubits long, and 
ten cubits broad, which could never have been 
either easily undermined by any iron tools, or 
shaken by any engines. The wall was however 
ten cubits wide, and it would probably have had 
a height greater than that, had not his zeal who 
began it been hindered from exerting itself. Af¬ 
ter this, it was erected with great diligence by 
the Jews, as high as twenty cubits, above which 
it had battlements of two cubits, and turrets of 
three cubits altitude, insomuch that the altitude 
extended as far as twenty-five cubits. 

3. Now the towers that were upon it were 
twenty cubits in breadth and twenty cubits in 
height; they were square and solid, as was the 
wall itself, wherein the uicencss of the joints and 
the beauty of the stones were noway inferior to 
those of the holy house itself. Above this solid 
altitude of the towers, which was twenty cubits, 
there were rooms of great magnificence, and 
over them upper rooms and cisterns to receive 
rain-water. They were many in number, and the 
steps by which you ascended up to them were 
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every one broad: of these towers then the third 
wall had ninety, and the spaces between them 
were each two hundred cubits; but in the middle 
wall were forty towers, and the old wall waa 
parted into sixty, while the whole compass of 
the city was thirty-three furlongs. Now the third 
wall was all of it wonderful; yet was the tower 
Psephinus elevated above it at the northwest 
cornef, and there Titus pitched his own tent; 
for, being seventy cubits high, it both afforded a 
prospect of Arabia at sunrising, as well as it did 
of the utmost limits of the Hebrew possessions 
at the sea westward. Moreover, it was an octa¬ 
gon, and over against it was the tower Hippicus, 
and hard by it two others were erected by king 
Herod in the old wall. These were for large¬ 
ness, beauty, and strength, beyond all that were 
in the habitable earth; for, besides the magna¬ 
nimity of his nature, and his munificence to¬ 
wards the city on other occasions, he built these 
after such an extraordinary manner, to gratify 
his own private affections, and dedicatecf these 
towers to the memory of those three persons 
who had been the dearest to him, and from 
whom he named them. They were his brother, 
his friend, and his wife. This wife he had^slain 
out of his love [and jealousy,] as we have atrea- 
dy related; the other two he lost in war, as they 
were courageously fighting. Hippicus, so named 
from his friend, was square, its length aod 
breadth were each twenty-five cubits, and its 
height thirty, and it had no vacuity in it. Over 
this solid building, which was composed of great 
stones united together, there was a reservoir 
twenty cubits deep, over whicn there was a 
house of two stories, whose height was twenty- 
five cubits, and divided into several parts; over 
which were battlements of two cubits, and tur¬ 
rets all round of three cubits high, insomuch 
that the entire height added together amounted 
to fourscore cubits. The second tower, which 
he named from his brother Phasaelus, had its 
breadth and its height equal, each of them forty 
cubits; over which was its solid height of forty 
cubits; oyer which a cloister went round about, 
whose height was ten cubits, and it was covered 
from enemies by breastworks and bulwarks. 
There was also built over that cloister another 


tower, parted into magnificent rooms, and a 
place for bathing; so that this tower wanted 
nothing that might make it appear to be a royal 
palace. It was also adorned with battlements 
and turrets, more than was the foregoing, and 
the entire altitude was about ninety cubits: the 
appearance of it resembled the tower of Pharus, 
which exhibited a fire to such as sailed to Alex¬ 


andria, but was much larger than it in compass. 
This was now converted to a house, wherein Si¬ 
mon exercised his tyrannical authority. The 
third tower was Marianme, for that*was his 
queen’s name: it was solid as high as twenty 
cubits: its breadth and its length were twenty 
cubits, and were equal to each other: its upper 
buildings were more magnificent, and had great¬ 
er variety than the other towers had; for the 
king thought it most proper for him to adorn that 
which was denominated from his wife better than 
those denominated from men, as those were built 


stronger than this that bore his wife’s name. The 
entire height of this tower was fifty cubits. 

4. Now as these towers were so very tall, they 
appeared much taller by the place on which they 
stood; for that very old wall wherein they were, 
was built on a high bill, and was itself a kind of 
elevation that was still thirty cubits taller; over 
which were the towers situated, and thereby 
were made much higher to appearance. The 
largeness also of the stones was wonderful; for 
they were not made of common small stones, nor 
of such large ones only as men could carry, but 
they were of white marble cut out of the rock; 
each stone was twenty cubits in length, and ten 
in breadth, and five in depth. They were so ex- 
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actly united to one another, that each tower 
looted like one entire rock of stone, so growing 1 
naturally, and afterwards cut by the hands of the 
artificers into their present shape and corners; 
so little, or not at all, aid their joints or connexion 
appear. ISow as these towers were themselves 
on the north side of the wall, the king had a pa¬ 
lace inwardly thereto adjoined, which exceeds 
all my ability to describe it; for it was so very 
curious as to wont no cost nor skill in its con¬ 
struction, but was entirely walled about to the 
height ot thirty cubits, and was adorned with 
towers at equal distances, and with large bed¬ 
chambers, that would contain beds for a hundred 
guests apiece, in which the variety of the stones 
is not to be expressed; fora large quantity of 
those that were rare of that kind was collected 
together. Their roofs were also wonderful, both 
lor the length of the beams, and the splendor of 
their ornaments. The number of the rooms was 
also very great, and the variety of the figures 
that were about them was prodigious; their fur¬ 
niture was complete, and the greatest part of the 
vessels that were put in them were of silver and 
gold. There were besides many porticoes, one 
beyond another, round about, and in each of 
these porticoes curious pillars; yet were all the 
courts that were exposed to the air everywhere 
green. There were, moreover, several groves of 
trees, and long walks through them, with deep 
canals, and cisterns, that in several parts were 
filled with brazen statues, through which the wa¬ 
ter ran out. There were withal many dove-courts 
of tame pigeons about the canals.* But indeed it 
is not possible to give a complete description of 
these palaces; and the very remembrance of them 
is a torment to one, as puttiug one in mind what 
vastly rich buildings that fire which was kindled 
by the robbers had consumed; for these were not 
burnt by the Romans, but by these internal plot¬ 
ters, as we have already related, in the beginning 
of their rebellion. That fire began at the tow er of 
Antonia, and went on to the palaces, and consumed 
the upper parts of the three towers themselves. 

CHAP. V. 

A Description of the Temple. 

{ 1. Now this temple, as I have already said, 
was built upon a strong hill. At first the plain 
at the top was hardly sullicient for the holy house 
and the altar, for the ground about it was very 
uneven, and like a precipice; but when king So¬ 
lomon,who was the person that built the temple, 
had built a wall to it on its east side, there was 
then added oue cloister founded on a bank cast 
up for it, and on other parts the holy house stood 
naked. But in future ages the people, added new 
banks, aad the hill became a larger plain.f They 
then broke down the wall on the north side, and 
took in as much as sufficed afterwards for the 
compass of the entire temple. And when they 
had built walls on three sides of the temple round 
about, from the bottom of the hill, and had per¬ 
formed a work that was greater than could be 


hoped for, (in which work long ages were spent 
by them, as all their sacred treasures were ex¬ 
hausted, which were still replenished by those 
tributes which were sent to God from the whole 
habitable earth,) they then encompassed their 
upper courts with cloisters, as well as they [af¬ 
terward] did the lowest [court of the] temple. 
The lowest part of this was erected to the height 
of three hundred cubits, and in some places more, 
yet did not the entire depth of the foundations 
appear, for they brought earth and filled up the 
valleys, as being desirous to make them on a level 
with the narrow streets of the city; wherein they 
made use of stones of forty cubits in magnitude'; 
for the great plenty of money they then had, and 
the liberality of the people, made this attempt of 
theirs to succeed to an incredible degree. And 
what could not be so much as hoped for as ever 
to be accomplished, was, by perseverance and 
length of time, brought to perfection. 

2. JVow for the works tnat were above these 
foundations, these were not unworthy of such 
foundations: for all the cloisters were double, 
and the pillars to them belonging were twenty- 
five cubits in height, and supported the cloisters. 
These pillars were ol one entire stone each of 
them, and that stone tvas white marble; and the 
roofs were adorned with cedar, curiously graven. 
The natural magnificence, and excellent polish, 
and the harmony of the joints in these cloisters, 
afforded a prospect that was very remarkable; 
nor was it on the outside adorned with any work 
of the painter or engraver. The cloisters [of 
the outmost court] >vere in breadth thirty cubits, 
vvhile the entire compass of it was by measure 
six furlongs, including the tower of Antonia; 
those entire courts that were expose 1 to the air 
were laid with stones of all sorts. \\ hen you go 
through these [first] cloisters, unto the second 
[court of the] temple, there was a partition made 
of stone all round, whose height was three cubits, 
its construction was very elegant; upon it stood 
pillars, at equal distances from one another, 
declaring the law of purity, some in Greek, 
and some in Roman letters, That no foreigner 
should go within that sanctuary; for that second 
[court of the] temple was called the Sanctuary, 
and was ascended to by fourteen steps from the 
first court. This court was four-square, and had 
a wall about it peculiar to itself; the height of its 
buildings, although it were on the outside forty 
cubits,| was hidden by the steps, and on the in¬ 
side that height was but twenty-five cubits; for 
it bein«£ built over against a higher part of the 
hill with steps, it was no farther to ne entirely 
discerned within, being covered by the hill itself. 
Beyond these fourteen steps there was the dis¬ 
tance of ten cubits: this was all plain; whence 
there were other steps, each of five cubits apiece, 
that led to the gates, which gates on the north 
and south sides were eight, on each of those sides 
four, and of necessity two on the east. For since 
there was a partition built for the women on that 
side, as the proper place wherein they were to 


* These dove-courts in Josephus, built hy Ilerod the 
Grcal, are, in the opinion of Roland, the very same that 
are mentioned by I lie Talmudists, and named hy them 
Herod's dove-courts . Nor is there any reason lo sup- 
pose oilier wise, since in boih arrounts they were ex¬ 
pressly tame pigeons which were kept in Them. 

t Sec the description of the lemples hereto belonging, 
chap. xv. l’ut note, that what Josephus here says of 
the original srnntiness of this mount .Moriah, that it was 
quire too little for the temple, and that at first it held 
only one cloister,or court of Solomon’s building, and that 
the foundations were forced lobe added long nfterward 
by degrees, to render it capable of the cloisters for ilie 
other courts, Slc. is without all toumhiiion in the scrip¬ 
tures, and not at nil confirmed by his exacicr nccount in 
the Aniiquilics. All ih.il is or can be true here is this, 
thnt when the court of the Gentiles wns long afterward 
to be encompassed with cloisters, the southern founda 
lion for these cloisters wns found not to be large or firm 
enough, and wns raised, nnd ihntndditinnnl foundation 
supported by great pillars and arches underground, 


which Josephus speaks of elsewhere, Antiq. B. xv. 
ch. xi. sect. 3; and which Mr. Maundrcl 6aw, nnd 
describes, p. 100, as extant underground at this day. 

| What Joscphu9 seems here io menu is this, that 
thcscpillnrs supporting ihccloistcrs in the second court, 
had their foundations or lower parts ns deep as the 
floor of the first or lowest court, but that so far of those 
lowest parts ns were equal to the elevation of the upper 
floor above the lowest, were, and must be, hidden on 
the inside by the ground or rock itself, on which that 
upper court wns built; so that forty cubits visible below 
were reduced to twenty-five visible above, and implies 
the difference of their heights to be fifteen cubits. 
The main difficulty lies here, how fourteen or fifteen 
steps should give an nseent of fifteen cubits, half a 
cubit seeming sufficient for a single step. Possibly 
there were fourteen or fifteen steps at the partition 
wall, nnd fourteen or fifteen more thence into the 
court itself, which would bring the whole near to the 
just proportion. See sect. 3, i7tfra. But I determine 
nothing. 
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worship, there was a necessity for a second gate 
for them: this gate was cut out of its wall, over 
against the first gate. There was also on the 
other sides one southern and one northern gate, 
through which was a passage into the court of 
the women; for as to the other gates, the wo¬ 
men were not allowed to pass through them: nor 
when they went through their own gate could 
they go beyond their own wall. This place was 
allotted to the women of our own country, and 
of other countries, provided they were of the 
same nation, and that equally; the western side 
of this court had no gate at all, but the wall was 
built entire on that side. But then the cloisters 
which were between the gates extended from 
the wall inward before the chambers: for they 
were supported by very fine and large pillars. 
These cloisters were single, and, excepting in 
their magnitude, were no way inferior to those 
of the lower court. 

3. Now nine of these gates were on every side 
covered over with gold and silver, as were the 
jambs of their doors and their lintels: but there 
was one "-ate that was without [the inward court 
of] the noly house, which was of Corinthian 
brass, and greatly excelled those that were only 
covered over with silver and gold. Each gate 
had two doors, whose height was severally thirty 
cubits, and their breadth fifteen. However, they 
had large spaces within of thirty cubits, and had 
on each side rooms, and those, both in breadth 
and in length, built like towers, and their height 
was above forty cubits. Two pillars did also 
support these rooms, and w'ere in circumference 
twelve cubits. Now the magnitudes of the other 
gates were equal one to another; but that over 
the Corinthian gate, which opened on the east 
over against the gate of the holy house itself, 
was much larger; for its height was fifty cubits, 
and its doors were forty cubits; and it was adorn¬ 
ed after a most costly manner, as having much 
richer and thicker plates of silver and gold upon 
them than the other. These nine gates had that 
silver and gold poured upon them by Alexander 
the father of Tiberius. Now there were fifteen 
steps, which led away from the wall of the court 
of the women to this greater gate; whereas 
those that led thither from the other gates were 
five steps shorter. 

4. As to the holy house itself, which was 
placed in the midst [of the inmost court,] that 
most sacred place of the temple, it was ascended 
to by twelve steps; and in front its height and 
its breadth were equal, and each a hundred cu¬ 
bits, though it was behind forty cubits narrower, 
for on its front it had what may be styled shoul¬ 
ders on each side, that passed twenty cubits fur¬ 
ther. Its first gate was seventy cubits high, and 
twenty-five cubits broad; but this gate had no 
doors; for it represented the universal visibility 
of heaven, and that it cannot be excluded from 
any place. Its front was covered with gold all 
over, and through it the first part of the house, 
that was more inward, did all of it appear; which, 
as it was very large, so did all the parts about 
the more inward gate appear to shine to those 
that saw them: but then, as the entire house 
was divided into two parts within, it was only the 
first part of it that was open to our view. Its 
height extended all along to ninety cubits in 
height, and its length was fifty cubits, and its 
breadth twenty. But that gate which was at this 
end of the first part of the house, was, as we 
have already observed, all over covered with 
gold, as was its whole wall about it: it had also 
golden vines above it, from which clusters of 
grapes hung as tall as a man’s height. But then 
this house, as it was divided into two parts, the 
inner part w r as lower than the appearance of the 
outer, and had golden doors of fifty-five cubits al¬ 
titude, and sixteen in breadth; but before these 
doors there was a veil of equal largeness with 
the doors. It was a Babylonian curtain; erabroi- 
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dered with blue, and fine linen, and scarlet, and 
purple, and of a contexture that was truly won¬ 
derful. Nor was this mixture of colors* with¬ 
out its mystical interpretation, but was a kind of 
image of the universe; for by the scarlet there 
seemed to be enigmatically signified fire, by the 
fine flax the earth, by the blue the air, and by the 
purple the sea; two of them having their co¬ 
lors the foundation of this resemblance; but 
the fine flax and the purple have their own origin 
for that foundation, the earth producing the one 
and the sea the other. This curtain had also 
embroidered upon it all that was mystical in the 
heavens, excepting that of the [twelve] signs, 
representing living creatures. 

5. When any persons entered into the temple 
its floor received them. This part of the temple, 
therefore, was in height sixty cubits, and its 
length the same; whereas its breadth was but 
twenty cubits; but still that sixty cubits in length 
was divided again, and the first part of it was cut 
off at forty cubits, and had in it three things that 
were very wonderful and famous among all man¬ 
kind, the candlestick, the table [of showbread,] 
and the altar of incense. Now the seven lamps 
signified the seven planets; for so many there 
were springing out of the candlestick. N*ow the 
twelve loaves that were upon the table signified 
the circle of the zodiac and the year; but the 
altar of incense, by its thirteen kinds of sweet¬ 
smelling spices with which the sea replenished 
it, signified, that God is the possessor of all 
things that are both in the uninhabitable and 
habitable parts of the earth, and that they are all 
to be dedicated to his use. But the inmost part 
of the temple of all was of twenty cubits. This 
was also separated from the outer part by a veil. 
In this there was nothing at all. It was inacces¬ 
sible and inviolable, and not to be seen by any; 
and was called the Holy of Holies. Now, about 
the sides of the lower part of the temple there 
were little houses, with passages out of one into 
another: there were a great many of them, and 
they were of three stories high; there were also 
entrances on each side into them from the gate 
of the temple. But the superior part of the tem¬ 
ple had no such little houses any tarther, because 
the temple was there narrower, and forty cubits 
higher, and of a smaller body than the lower 
parts of it. Thus we collect that the whole 
height, including the sixty cubits from the floor, 
amounted to a hundred cubits. 

6. Now the outward face of the temple in its 
front wanted nothing that was likely to surprise 
either men’s minds or their eyes; for it was 
covered all over with plates of gold of great 
weight, and, at the first rising of the sun, reflect¬ 
ed back a very fiery splendor, and made those 
who forced themselves to look upon it, to turn 
their eyes away, just as they would have done at 
the sun’s own rays. But this temple appeared 
to strangers, when they were coming to it at a 
distance, like a mountain covered with snow; for, 
as to those parts of it that were not gilt, they 
were exceeding white. On its top it had spikes 
with sharp points, to prevent any pollution of it 
by birds sitting upon it. Of its stones some of 
them were forty-five cubits in length, five in 
height, and six in breadth. Before this temple 
stood the altar, fifteen cubits high, and equal 
both in length and breadth; each of which di¬ 
mensions was fifty cubits. The figure it was 
built in was a square, and it had corners like 
horns; and the passage up to it was by an insen¬ 
sible acclivity. It was formed without any iron 
tool, nor did any such iron tool so much as touch 
it at any time. There was also a wall of par¬ 
tition, about a cubit in height, made of fine 
stones, and so as to be grateful to the sight; this 
encompassed the holy house, and the altar, and 
kept the people that were on the ouside ofl from 
the priests. Moreover, those that had the go¬ 
norrhoea and the leprosy were excluded out of 
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the city entirely: women also, when their courses 
were upon them, were shut out of the temple; 
nor when they were free from that impurity, 
were they allowed to go beyond the limit before 
mentioned: men also, that were not thoroughly 

[ >ure, were prohibited to come into the inner 
court of the] temple; nay, the priests them¬ 
selves that were not pure, w'ere prohibited to 
come into it also. 

7. Now all those of the stock of the priests 
that could not minister by reason of some defect 
in their bodies, came within the partition, toge¬ 
ther with those that had no such imperfection, 
nud had their share with them by reason of their 
stock, but still made use of none except their own 
private garments; for nobody but he that offi¬ 
ciated had on his sacred garments; but then 
those priests that were without any blemish upon 
them, went up to the altar clothed in fine linen. 
They abstained chiefly from wine, out of this 
fear, lest otherwise they should transgress some 
rules of their ministration. The high priest did 
also go up with them; not always indeed, but on 
the seventh days and new moons, and if any fes¬ 
tivals belonging toour nation, which we celebrate 
every year, happened. When he officiated, he 
had on a pair of breeches that reached beneath 
bis privy parts to his thighs, and had on an inner 
garment of linen, together with a blue garment 
round without seam, with fringe work, and reach¬ 
ing to the feet. There were also golden bells 
that hung upon the fringes, and pomegranates in¬ 
termixed among them. The bells signified thun¬ 
der, the pomegranates lightning. But that girdle 
that tied the garment to the breast, was em¬ 
broidered with five rows of various colors, of 
gold, and purple, and scarlet, as also of fine linen 
and blue, with which colors we told you before 
the veils of the temple were embroidered also. 
The like embroidery was upon the ephod, but the 
quantity of gold therein was greater. Its figure 
was that of a stomacher for the breast. There 
were upon it two golden buttons like small 
shields, which buttoned the ephod to the gar¬ 
ment: in these buttons were enclosed two very 
large and very excellent sardonyxes, having the 
names of the tribes of that nation engraved upon 
them; on the other part there hung twelve 
stones, three in a row one way, and four in the 
other; a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald; a car¬ 
buncle, a jasper, and a sapphire; an agate, an 
amethyst, and a ligure; an onyx, a beryl, and a 
chrysolite; upon every one of which was again 
engraved one of the forementioned names of the 
tribes. A mitre also of fine linen encompassed 
his head, which was tied by a blue riband, about 
which there was another golden crown, in which 
was engraven the sacred name [of God:] it con¬ 
sists of four vowels. However, the hign priest 
did not wear these garments at other times, but 
a more plain habit; he only did it when he went 
into the most sacred part of the temple, which 
he did but once in a year, on that day when our 
custom is for all of us to keep a fast to God. And 
thus much concerning the city and the temple; 
but, for the customs and laws hereto relating, we 
shall speak more accurately another time; for 
there remain a great many things thereto re¬ 
lating, which have not been here touched upon. 

8. Now, as to the tower of Antonia, it was 
situated at the corner of two cloisters of the 
court of the temple, of that on the west, and that 
on the north: it was erected upon a rock of fifty 
cubits in height, and was on a great precipice: 
it was the work of king Herod, wherein he de¬ 
monstrated his natural magnanimity. In the 
first place, the rock itself was covered over with 
smooth pieces of stone, from its foundation, both 
for ornament, and that any one who would either 
try to get up or to go down it, might not be able 
to hold his feet upon it. Next to this, and before 
you come to the edifice of the tower itself, there 
was a wall three cubits high; but within that 


wall all the space c* the tower of Antonia itself 
was built upon to the height of forty cubits. The 
inward parts had the largeness and form of a pa¬ 
lace, it Deing parted into all kinds of rooms and 
other conveniencies, such as courts and places 
for bathing, and broad spaces for camps; inso¬ 
much, that by having all conveniencies that cities 
wanted, it might seem to be composed of several 
cities, but by its magnificence it seemed a pa¬ 
lace; and as the entire structure resembled tuat 
of a tower, it contained also four other distinct 
towers at its four corners: whereof the others 
were but fifty cubits high; whereas that which 
lay upon the southeast corner was seventy cu¬ 
bits high, that from thence the whole temple 
might be viewed: but on the corner, where it 
joined to the two cloisters of the temple, it had 
passages down to them both, through which the 
guard (for there always lay in this tower a Ro¬ 
man legion) went several ways among the clois*- 
ters, with their arms, on the Jewish Testivals, in 
order to watch the people, that they might not 
there attempt to make any innovations; for the 
temple was a fortress that guarded the city, as 
was the tower of Antonia a guard to the temple; 
and in that tower were the guards of those three.* 
There was also a peculiar fortress belonging to 
the upper city, which was Herod’s palace; but 
for the hill Bezetha, it was divided from the tow¬ 
er of Antonia, as we have already told you; and 
as that hill on which the tower of Antonia stood, 
was the highest of these three, so did it adjoin to 
the new city, and was the only place that hinder¬ 
ed the sight of the temple on the north. And this 
shall suffice at present to have spoken about the 
city and the walls about it, because I have pm- 
posed to myself to make a more accurate de¬ 
scription of it elsewhere. 

CHAP. VI. 

Concerning the Tyrants Simon and John. How 

also, as Titus was going round the Wall of the 

City, Nicanor was wounded by a Dari; which 

Accident provoked Titus to press on the Siege. 

5 1. Now the warlike men that were in the 
city, and the multitude of the seditious that were 
with Simon, were ten thousand, besides the Idu- 
means. These ten thousand had fifty command¬ 
ers, over whom this Simon was supreme. The 
Iduiueans that paid him homage were five thou¬ 
sand, and had eight commanders, among whom 
those of greatest fame were Jacob the son of So¬ 
sas, and Simon the son of Cathlas. John, who 
had seized upon the temple, had six thousand 
armed men under twenty commanders; the zea¬ 
lots also that had come over to him, and left off 
their opposition, were two thousand four hundred, 
and had the same commander that they had for¬ 
merly, Eleazar, together with Simon the son of 
Arinus. Now, while these factions fought one 
against another, the people were their prey on 
both sides, as we have said already; and that 
part of the people which would not join with 
them in their wicked practices, were plundered 
by both factions. Simon held the upper city, 
and the great wall as far as Cedron, ana as much 
of the old wall as bent from Siloam to the east, 
and which went down to the palace of Monoba- 
zus, who was king of the Adiabene, beyond Eu¬ 
phrates; he also held that fountain, and the Acra 
which was no other than the lower city; he also 
held all that reached to the palace of queen Hele¬ 
na, the mother of Monobazus. But John held the 
temple and the parts thereto adjoining, for a great 
way, as also Ophla, and the valley called the Val¬ 
ley of Cedron; and when the parts that were in¬ 
terposed between their possessions were burnt 
by them, they left a space wherein they might 
fight with each other; for this internal sedition 
did not cease even when the Romans were en- 

* Those three guards that lay in the tower of Anto¬ 
nia must he those that guarded the city, the temple, and 
that tower of Antonia. 
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camped near their very walls. But although 
they had grown wiser by the first onset the Ro¬ 
mans made upon them, this lasted but a while; 
tor they returned to their former madness, and 
separated one from another, and fought it out, 
and did every thing that the besiegers could de¬ 
sire them to do; for they never suffered any thing 
that was worse from the Romans, than they made 
each other suffer; nor was there any misery en¬ 
dured by the city after these men's actions, that 
could be esteemed new. But it was most of all 
unhappy before it was overthrown, while those 
that took it did it a greater kindness; for I venture 
to affirm, that the sedition destroyed the city, and 
the Romans destroyed the sedition, which it was 
a much harder thiug to do than to destroy the 
walls; so that we may justly ascribe our misfor¬ 
tunes to our own people, and the just vengeance 
taken on them to the Romans; as to which mat¬ 
ter let every one determine by the actions on 
both sides. 

2. Now, when affairs within the city were 
in this posture, Titus went round the city on the 
outside with some chosen horsemen, and looked 
about for a proper place where he might make 
an impression upon the walls; hut as he was in 
doubt where he could possibly make an attack 
Qn any side, (for the place was no way accessible 
where the valleys were, and on the other side the 
first wall appeared too strong to be shaken by 
the engines,) he thereupon thought it best to 
make his assault upon the monument of John the 
high priest; for there it was that the first fortifi¬ 
cation was lower, and the second w*as not joined 
to it, the builders neglecting to build the wall 
strong where the ne>v city was not much inhabit¬ 
ed ; here also was an easy passage to the third 
wall, through which he thought to take the up¬ 
per city, and, through the tower of Antonia, the 
temple itself. But at this time, as he was going 
round about the city, one of his friends, whose 
name was Nicanor, was wounded with a dart on 
his left shoulder, as he approached, together with 
Josephus, too near the wall, and attempted to 
discourse to those that were upon the wall, about 
terms of peace; for he was a person known b; r 
them. On this account it was that Ctesar, as 
soon as he knew their vehemence, that they 
would not bear even such as approached them to 
persuade them to what tendea to their own pre¬ 
servation, was provoked to press on the siege. 
He also at the same time gave his soldiers leave 
to set the suburbs on fire, and ordered that they 
should bring timher together, and raise the banks 
against the city; and when he had parted his 
army in three parts in order to set about those 
works, he placed those that shot darts and the 
archers in the midst of the banks that were then 
raising; before whom he placed those engines 
that threw javelins, and darts, and stones, that 
he might prevent the enemy from sallying out 
upon their works, and might hinder those that 
were upon the wall from being able to obstruct 
them. So the trees were now cut down inunc- 

* What should be ihe meaning of this signal or watch¬ 
word, when the watchmen saw a stone coming from 
the engine. The son cometh, or what mistake there is in 
the reading, I cannot tell. The MSS. both Creek and 
Latin, all agree in this reading; and I cannot approve 
of any groundless conjectural alteration of the text 
from Ttos, to iOX,that not the son or a stone , but that 
the arrow or dart cometh, as hath been made by Dr. 
Hudson, and not corrected by llavercamp. Had Jose¬ 
phus written even his first edition of these books of the 
war in pure Hebrew, or had the Jews then used the pure 
Hebrew at Jerusalem, the Hebrew word for a son is so 
like that fora stone, Ben and F.ben, that such a correc¬ 
tion might have been more easily admitted. But Jose¬ 
phus wrote his former edition for the use of the Jews be¬ 
yond Euphrates, and so in the Chaldee language, as he 
did this second edition in the Greek language; and Bar 
was the Chaldee word for son. instead of the Hebrew 
Ben, and was used not only in Chaldea, Sec., but in Judea 
also, as the New Testament informs us. Dio also lets us 
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diately, and the suburbs left naked. But now 
while the timber was carryingto raise the banks, 
and the whole army was earnestly engaged in 
their works, the Jews were not, however, quiet; 
and it happened that the people of Jerusalem, 
who had been hitherto plundered and murdered, 
were now of good courage, and supposed they 
should have a breathing time, while the others 
were very busy in opposing their enemies with¬ 
out the city; and that they should now be aveng¬ 
ed on those that had been the authors of their 
miseries, in case the Romans did but get the 
victory. 

3. However, John staid behind out of fear of 
Simon, even while his own men were earnest in 
making a sally upoD their enemies without. Yet 
did not Simon lie still, for he lay near the place of 
the siege; he brought his engines of war, and dis¬ 
posed ot them at due distances upon the wall, both 
those which they took from Cestius formerly, and 
those which they got when they seized the gar¬ 
rison that lay in the tower Antonia. But though 
they had these engines in their possession, they 
had so little skill in using them, that they were 
in a great measure useless to them; but a few 
there were who had been taught by deserters 
how to use them, which they did use, though 
after an awkward manner. So they cast stones 
and arrows at those that were making the banks; 
they also ran out upon them by companies, and 
fought with them. Now those that were at work 
covered themselves with hurdles spread over 
their banks, and their engines were opposed to 
them when they iuade their excursions. The 
engines, that all the legions had ready prepared 
for them, were admirably contrived; but still more 
extraordinary ones belonged to the tenth legion; 
those that threw darts, and those that threw 
stones, were more forcible and larger than the 
rest, by which they not only repelled the excur¬ 
sions of the Jews, but drove those away that 
were upon the walls also. Now*, the stones that 
were cast were of the weight of a talent, and 
were carried tw r o furlongs and farther. The blow 
they gave was no way to be sustained, not only 
by those that stood first in the way, but by those 
that were beyood them for a great space. As 
for the Jews, they at first watched the coming of 
the stone, for it was of a white color, and could 
therefore not only be perceived by the great 
noise it made, but could be seen also before it 
came, by its brightness; accordingly, the watch¬ 
men that sat upon the towers gave them notice 
when the engine was let go, and the stone came 
from it, and cried out aloud, in their own coun¬ 
try language, THE sox COMETH:* so those that 
were in its way stood off, and threw themselves 
down upon the ground; by which means, and by 
their thus guarding themselves, the stODe felt 
down and did them no harm. But the Romans con¬ 
trived how* to prevent that, by blacking the stone, 
who then could aim at them with success, when 
the stone was not discerned heforehand, as it had 
been till then; and so they destroyed many of 

know, that i he very Romans at Rome pronounced the 
name of Simon, the son ofG iora, Bar Poras for Bar Gi- 
oras, as we learn from Xiphiline, p. 217. Reland takes 
notice, “That many will here look for a mystery, as 
though the meaning were that the Son of Godcawr now 
to take vengeance on tlie sins of the Jewish nation.” 
which is, indeed, Hie truth of the faci, but hardly what 
the Jews could now mean; unless, possibly by way of de¬ 
rision of Christ’s threatening* so often made. Dial lie 
would come at the head of the Roman army for their de¬ 
struction. But even this interpretation has but a very 
small degree of probability. If I were to make an emen¬ 
dation, by mere conjecture, I would read IlETPOX in¬ 
stead of r I ox, though the likeness be not so great as in 
I ox ; because that is the word used by Josephus just 
before, ns I have already noted, on this very occasion, 
while IOX, an arrow or dart, is only a poetical word 
and never used by Josephus elsewhere, and is, indeed, 
no way suitable to the occasion, this engine not throw¬ 
ing arrows or darts, but great stones at this timo 
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them at one blow. Yet did not the Jews, under 
all this distress, permit the Romans to raise their 
banks in quiet; but they shrewdly and boldly ex¬ 
erted themselves, and repelled them both by 
oight and by day. 

4. And now, upon the finishing the Roman 
works, the workmen measured the distance there 
Has f'-om the wall, and this by lead and a line, 
which they threw to it from their banks, for they 
could not measure it any otherwise, because the 
Jews would shoot at them, if they came to mea¬ 
sure it themselves; and when they found that 
the engines could reach the wall, they brought 
them thither. Then did Titus set his engines at 
proper distances, so much nearer to the wall, 
that the Jews might not be able to repel them, 
and gave orders they should go to work; and 
when thereupon a prodigious noise echoed round 
about from three places, and that on the sudden 
there was a great noise made by the citizens that 
were within the city, and no less a terror fell 
upon the seditious themselves; whereupon both 
sorts, seeing the common danger they were in, 
contrived to make a like defence. So those of 
different factions cried out one to another, that 
they acted entirely a9 in concert with their ene¬ 
mies; whereas they ought, however, notwith¬ 
standing God did not grant them a lasting con¬ 
cord, in their present circumstances, to lay aside 
their enmities one against another, and to unite 
together against the Romans. Accordingly, Si¬ 
mon gave those that came from the temple leave, 
by proclamation, to go upon the wall; John also 
himself, though he could not believe that Simon 
was in earnest, gave them the same leave. So on 
both sides they laid aside their hatred and their 
peculiar quarrels, and formed themselves into 
one body; they then ran round the walls, and 
having a vast number of torches with them, they 
threw them at the machines, and shot darts per¬ 
petually upon those that impelled those engines 
which battered the wall; nay, the bolder sort 
leaped out by troops upon the hurdles that co¬ 
vered the machines, and pulled them to pieces, 
and fell upon those that belonged to them, and 
beat them, not so much by any skill they had, 
as principally by the boldness of their attacks. 
However, Titus himself still sent assistance to 
those that were the hardest set, and placed both 
horsemen and archers on the several sides of the 
engines, and thereby beat off those that brought 
the fire to them: he also thereby repelled those 
that shot stones or darts from the towers, and 
then set the engines to work in good earnest; 
yet did not the wall yield to these blows, except¬ 
ing where the battering-ram of the fifteenth le¬ 
gion moved the corner of a tower, while the wall 
itself continued unhurt; for the wall was not 
presently in the same danger with the tower, 
which was extant far above it; nor could the fall 
of that part ot the tower easily break down any 
part of the wall itself together with it. 

5. And now the Jews intermitted their sallies 
for a while; but when they observed the Ro¬ 
mans dispersed all abroad all their works, and 
in their several camps, (for they thought the 
Jews had “retired out of weariness and fear, they 
all at once made a sally at the tower Hippicus, 
through an obscure gate, and at the same time 
brought fire to burn the works, and went boldly 
up to the Romans, and to their very fortifications 
themselves, where, at the cry they made, those 
that were near them came presently to their as¬ 
sistance, and those farther off came running after 
them; and here the boldness of the Jews was too 
hard for the good order of the Romans; and as 
they beat those whom they first fell upon, so they 
pressed upon those that were now gotten to¬ 
gether. So this fight about the machines was 
▼cry hot, while the one side tried hard to set them 
on fire, and the other side to prevent it; on both 
sides there was a confused cry made, and many 
of those in the forefront of the battle were slain. 


However, the Jews were now too hard for the 
Romans, by the furious assaults they made like 
madmen; and the fire caught hold of the works, 
and both all those works, and the engines them¬ 
selves, had been in danger of being burnt, had not 
many of those select soldiers that eame from 
Alexandria opposed themselves to prevent it, 
and had they not behaved themselves with great¬ 
er courage than they themselves supposed they 
could have done; for they outdid those in this 
fight that had greater reputation than themselves 
before. This was the state of things till Ciesar 
took the stoutest of his horsemen, and attacked 
the enemy, when he himself slew twelve of 
those that were in the forefront of the Jews; 
which death of these men, when the rest of the 
multitude saw, they gave way, and he pursued 
them, and drove them all into* the city, and saved 
the works from the fire. Now, it happened at 
this fight, that a certain Jew was taken alive, 
who, by Titus’s order, was crucified before the 
wall, to see whether the rest of them would be 
affrighted, and abate of their obstinacy. But af¬ 
ter the Jews were retired, John, who was com¬ 
mander of the Iduineans, and was talking to a 
certain soldier of his acquaintance before the 
wall, was wounded by a dart shot at him by an 
Arabian, and died immediately; leaving the 
greatest lamentation to the Jevv9, and sorrow to 
the seditious. For he was a man of great emi¬ 
nence, both for his actions and his conduct also. 

CHAP. VII. 

How one of the Towers erected by the Romans 
fell down of its oi on accord; and how the Ro¬ 
mans, after great Slaughter had been made , got 
possession of the frst Wall. Hoio also Titus 
made his Assaults upon the second Wall: as 
also concerning Longinus the Roman, and Cas¬ 
tor the Jew. 

$ 1. Now on the next night, a surprising dis¬ 
turbance fell upon the Romans; for whereas Ti¬ 
tus had given orders for the erection of three 
towers ot fifty cubits high, that by setting men 
upon them at every bank, he might from thence 
drive those away who were upon the wall, it so 
happened that one of these towers fell down 
about midnight; and as its fall made a very great 
noise, fear fell upon the army, and they, suppos¬ 
ing that the enemy was coining to attack them, 
ran all to their arms. Whereupon a disturbance 
and a tumult arose among the legions, and as no¬ 
body could tell what had happened, they went 
on after a disconsolate manner; and seeing no 
enemy appear, they were afraid one of another, 
and every one demanded of his neighbor the 
watchword with great earnestness, as though 
the Jews had invaded their camp. And now 
they were like people under a panic fear, till Ti¬ 
tus wus informed of what had happened, and 
gave orders that all should be acquainted with it; 
and then, though with some difficulty, they got 
clear of the disturbance they had been under, 

2. Now these towers were very troublesome 
to the Jews, who otherwise opposed the Romans 
very courageously; for they snot at them out of 
their lighter engines from those towers, as they 
did also by those that threw darts, and the archers, 
and those that flung stones. For neither could 
the Jews reach those that were over them, by 
reason of their height, and it was not practicable 
to take them, nor to overturn them, they were so 
heavy; nor to set them on fire, because they 
were covered with plates of iron. So they re¬ 
tired out of the reach of the darts, and did no 
longer endeavor to hinder the impression of 
their rnms, which, by continually beating upon 
the wall, did gradually prevail against it; so that 
the wall already gave way to the Nico, for by 
thatname did the Jewsthemselvcscall the great¬ 
est of their engines, because it conquered all 
things. And, now, they were for a long while 
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grown weary of fighting, and of keeping guard, 
aDd were retired to lodge on the night times 
at a distance from the wall. It was on other 
accounts also thought by them to be super¬ 
fluous to guard the wall, there being, besides 
that, two other fortifications still remaining, and 
they being slothful, and their counsels having 
been ill concerted on all occasions; so a great 
many grew lazy and retired. Then the Romans 
mounted the breach, where Nico had made one, 
and all the Jews left the guarding that wall, and 
retreated to the second wall; so those that had 
gotten over that wall opened the gates and re¬ 
ceived all the army within it. And thus did the 
Romans get possession of this first wall, on the 
fifteenth day of the siege, which was the seventh 
day of the month Artemisius, [Jyar,] when they 
demolished a great part of it, as well as they did 
of the northern parts of the city, which had been 
demolished also by Cestius formerly. 

3. And now Titus pitched his camp within the 
city, at that place which was called the Caiup of 
the Assyrians, having seized upon all that lay as 
far as Cedron, but took care to be out of the 
reach of the Jews’ darts. He then presently 
began his attacks, upon which the Jews divided 
themselves into several bodies, and courageously 
defended that wall; while John and his faction 
did it from the tower of Antonia, and from the 
northern cloister of the temple, and fought the 
Romans before the monuments of king Alex¬ 
ander; and Simon’s army also took for their 
share the spot of ground that was near John’s 
monument, and fortified it as far as to that gate 
where water was brought into the tower Hippi- 
cus. However, the Jews made violent sallies, and 
that frequently also, and in bodies together, out 
of the gates, and there fought the Romans; and 
when they were pursued all together to the wall, 
they were beaten in those fights, as wanting the 
skill of the Romans. But when they fought 
them from the walls, they were too hard for 
them; the Romans being encouraged by their 
power, joined to their skill, as were the Jews by 
their boldness, which was nourished by the fear 
they were in, and that hardiness which is natural 
to our nation under calamities; they were also 
encouraged still by the hope of deliverance, as 
were the Romans by their hopes of subduing 
them in a little time. Nor did either side grow 
weary; but attacks and fightings upon the wall, 
and perpetual sallies out in bodies, were there all 
the uay long; nor were there any sort of warlike 
engagements that were not then put in use. And 
the night itself had much ado to part them, when 
they began to fight in the morning; nay, the night 
itself was passed without sleep on both sides, 
and was more uneasy than the day to them, 
while the one was afraid lest the wall should be 
taken, and the other lest the Jews should make 
sallies upon their camps: both sides also lay in 
their armor during the night time, and thereby 
were ready at the first appearance of light to go 
to the battle. Now, among the Jews, the ambi¬ 
tion was who should undergo the first dangers 
and thereby gratify their cotfcnanders. Above 
all, they had a great veneration and dread of Si¬ 
mon; and to that degree was he regarded by 
every one of those that were under him, that at 
his command they were very ready to kill them¬ 
selves with their own hands. What made the 
Romans so courageous was their usual custom of 
conquering, and disuse of being defeated, their 
constant wars, and perpetual warlike exercises, 
and the grandeur of their dominion: nnd what 
was now their chief encouragement, Titus, who 
was present everywhere with them all; for it 
appeared a terrible thing to grow weary while 
Cajsar was there, and fought bravely as well as 
they did, and was himself at once an eyewitness 
of such as behaved themselves valiantly, and he 
who was to reward them also. It was, besides, 
esteemed an advantage at present to have any 
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one’s valor known by Caesar, on which account 
many of them appeared to have more alacrity 
than strength to answer it. And now as the Jews 
were about this time standing in array before the 
wall, and that in a strong bjdy, and wnile both 

E arties were throwing their darts at each other, 
onginus, one of the equestrian oruer, leaped 
out of the army of the Romans, and leaped into 
the very midst of the army of the Jews; and as 
they dispersed themselves upon this attack, he 
slew two of their men of the greatest courage; 
one of them he struck in his mouth as he wag 
coming to meet him, the other was slain by him 
with that very dart which he drew out of the body 
of the other, with which he ran this man through 
his side, as he was running away from him; and 
when he had done this, he first of all ran out of the 
midst of his enemies to his own side. So this man 
signalized himself for his valor, and many there 
were who were ambitious of gaining the like re¬ 
putation. And now the Jews were unconcerned 
at what they suffered themselves from the Ro¬ 
mans, and were only solicitous about what mis¬ 
chief they could do them ; and death itself seem¬ 
ed a small matter to them, if at the same time 
they could but kill any one of their enemies. 
But Titus took care to secure his own soldiers 
from harm, as well as to have them overcome 
their enemies. He also said, that inconsiderate 
violence was madness, and that this alone was 
the true courage, that was joined with good con¬ 
duct. He therefore commanded his men to take 
care, when they fought their enemies, that they 
received no harm from them at the same time, 
and thereby show themselves to be truly valiant 
men. 

4. And now Titus brought one of his engines 
to the middle tower of the north part of the wall, 
in which a certain crafty Jew, whose name was 
Castor, lay in ambush, with ten others like him¬ 
self, the rest being fled away by reason of the 
archers. These men lay still for a while, as in 
great fear, under their breastplates: but when 
the tower was shaken, they arose, and Castor 
did then stretch out his hand as a petitioner, and 
called for Caesar, and by his voice moved his 
compassion, and begged of him to have mercy 
upon them; and Titus, in the innocency of his 
heart, believing him to be in earnest, and hoping 
that the Jews did now repent, stopped the work¬ 
ing of the battering-ram, and forbade them to 
shoot at the petitioners, and bade Castor say 
what he had a mind to say to him. He said, that 
he would come down, if he would give him his 
right hand for his security. To which Titus re¬ 
plied, that he was well pleased with such his 
agreeable conduct, and would be well pleased if 
all the Jews would be of his mind, and that he 
was ready to give the like security to the city. 
Now five of the ten dissembled with him, and 
pretended to beg for mercy, while the rest cried 
out aloud, that they would never be slaves to the 
Romans, while it was in their power to die in a 
state of freedom. Now while these men were 
quarrelling for a long while, the attack was de¬ 
layed; Castor also sent to Simon, and told h : m 
that they might take some time for consultation 
about what was to be done, because he would 
elude the power of the Romans for a considera¬ 
ble time. And at the same time that he ser.t 
thus to him, he appeared openly to exhort those 
that were obstinate to accept of Titus’s hand for 
their security; but they seemed very angry at 
it, and brandished their naked swords upon the 
hrenstvvorks, and struck themselves upon their 
breasts, and fell down as if they had been slain. 
Hereupon Titus, and those with him, were amaz¬ 
ed at the courage of the men, and as they were 
not able to see exactly what was done, they ad¬ 
mired at their great fortitude, and pitied their ca¬ 
lamity. During this interval, a certain person shot 
a dart at Castor, and wounded him in his nose, 
whereupon he presently pulled out the dart, and 
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showed it to Titus, and complained that this wa9 
unfair treatment. So Caesar reproved him that 
shot the dart, and sent Josephus, whn then stood 
by him, to give his right hand to Castor. But 
Josephus said that he Would not go to him, be¬ 
cause these pretended petitioners meant nothing 
that was good; he also restrained those friends 
of his who were zealous to go to him. But still 
there was one /Eneas, a deserter, who said he 
would go to him. Castor also called to them, 
that somebody should come and receive the 
money which he had with him; this made/Eneas 
the more earnestly to run to him with his bosom 
open. Then did Castor take up a great stone, 
and threw it at him which missed him because 
he guarded himself against it, but still it wound¬ 
ed another soldier that wascoming to him. When 
Caesar understood that this was a delusion, he 
perceived that mercy in war is a pernicious 
thing, because such cunning tricks have less 
lace under the exercise of greater severity. So 
e caused the engine to work more strongly than 
before, on account of his anger at the deceit put 
upon him. But Castor and his companions set 
the tower on fire when it began to give way, and 
leaped through the flame into a hidden vault that 
was under it, which made the Romans farther 
suppose that they were men of great courage, 
as having cast themselves into the Are. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How the Romans took the second Wall twice, and 
got ready for taking the third Wall . 

$ 1. Now Caesar took this wall there on the 
fifth day after he had taken the first: and when 
the Jews had fled from him, he entered into it with 
a thousand armed men, and those of his choice 
troops, and this at a place where were the mer¬ 
chants of wool, the braziers, and the market for 
cloth, and where the narrow streets led obliquely 
to the wall. Wherefore if Titus had eitherdemo- 
lished a larger part of the wall immediately, or 
had come in, and, according to the law of w'ar, 
had laid waste what was lett, his victory would 
not, I suppose, have been mixed with any loss 
to himself. But now r , out of the hope he had that 
he should make the Jews ashamed of their ob¬ 
stinacy, by not being willing, when he was able, 
to afflict them more than he needed to do, he 
did not widen the breach of the wall, in order 
to make a safer retreat upon occasion; for he 
did not think they would lay snares for those that 
did them such a kindness. When therefore he 
came in, he did not permit his soldiers to kill any 
of those they caught, nor to set fire to their 
houses neither: nay, he gave leave to the sedi¬ 
tious, if they had a mind, to fight without any 
harm to the people, and promised to restore the 
people s effects to them; for he was very desi¬ 
rous to preserve the city for his own sake, and 
the temple for the sake of the city. As to the 
people, he had them of a long time ready to com¬ 
ply with his proposals; but as to the fighting 
men, this humanity of his seemed a mark of his 
weakness, and they imagined that he made these 
proposals because he was not able to take the 
rest of the city. They also threatened death to 
the people if they should any one of them say a 
word about a surrender. They moreover cut the 
throats of such as talked of a peace, and then at¬ 
tacked those Romans that were come within the 
wall. Some of them they met in the narrow' 
streets, and some they fought against from their 
houses, while they made a sudden sally out at 
the upper gates, and assaulted such Romans as 
were beyond the wall, till those that guarded the 
wall were so affrighted, that they leaped down 
from their towers, and retired to their several 
camps. Upon w hich a great noise was made by 
the Romans that were within, because they were 
encompassed round on every side by their ene¬ 
mies; as also by them that were without, be¬ 
cause they w’ere in fear of those that were left in 


the city. Thus did the Jews grow more nume¬ 
rous perpetually, and had great advantages over 
the Romans by their full knowledge ofthosc nar¬ 
row lanes; and they wounded a great many of 
them, and fell upon them, and drove them out 
of the city. ISow these Romans W'ere at pre¬ 
sent forced to make the best resistance they 
could, for they were not able in great numbers 
to get out at the breach in the wall, it was so 
narrow. It is also probable that all those that 
were gotten within had been cut to pieces if 
Titus had not sent them succors: for he ordered 
the archers to stand at the upper ends of these 
narrower lanes, and stood himself where was 
the greatest multitude of his enemies, and with 
his darts he put a stop to them; as with him did 
Domitius Sabinus also, a valiant man, and one 
that in this battle appeared so to be. Thus did 
Caesar continue to snoot darts at the Jews con¬ 
tinually, to hinder them from coming upon his 
men, and this until all his soldiers had retreated 
out of the city. 

2. And thus were the Romans driven out, after 
they had possessed themselves of the second 
wall. Whereupon the fighting men that were 
in the city were lifted up in their minds, and 
were elevated upon this tneir good success, and 
began to think that the Romans would never 
venture to come into the city any more; and 
that, if they kept within it themselves, they 
should not be any more conquered; for God had 
blinded their minds for the transgressions they 
had been guilty of, nor could they see how much 
greater forces the Romans had than those that 
were now expelled, no more than they could 
discern how a famine was creeping upon them; 
for hitherto they had fed themselves out of the 
public miseries, and drank the blood of the city. 
But now poverty had for a long time seized upon 
the better part, and a great many had died al¬ 
ready for want of necessaries, although the se¬ 
ditious indeed supposed the destruction of the 
people to be an easement to themselves; for 
they desired that none others might be preserv¬ 
ed but such as were against a peace with the 
Romans, and were resolved to live in opposition, 
to them, and they w r ere pleased when tne multi¬ 
tude of those of a contrary opinion were con¬ 
sumed, as being then freed from a heavy bur¬ 
den. And this was their disposition of mind 
with regard to those that were within the city > 
while they covered themselves with their ar¬ 
mor, and prevented the Romans W'hen they were 
trying to get into the city again, and made a wall 
of their own bodies over against that part of the 
wall that was cast down. Thus did they valiant¬ 
ly defend themselves for three days; but on the 
fourth day they could not support themselves 
against the vehement assaults of Titus, but were 
compelled by force to fly whither they had fled 
before; so he quietly possessed himself again of 
that wall, and demolisned it entirely. And w hen 
he had put a garrison into the towers that were 
on the south parts of the city, he contrived how 
he might assault the third wall. 

01 ! A P. LX. 

THtus, when the Jews were not at all mollified by 
his leaving off’the Siege for a while, set him- 
self again to prosecute the same; but soon sent 
Josephus to discourse with his own Countrymen 
about Peace. 

} 1. A RESOLUTION was now takeu by Titus to 
relax the siege for a little w hile, aud to afford 
the seditious an interval for consideration, and 
to see whether the demolishing of their second 
w'all would not make them a little more compli¬ 
ant, or whether they were not somewhat afraid 
of a famine, because the spoils they had gotten 
by rapine would not be sufficient for them long; 
so he made use of this relaxation in order to 
compass his own designs. Accordingly, as the 
usual appointed time when he must distribute 
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iubsistence money to the soldiers was now come, 
he gave orders that the commanders should put 
the army into battle array in the face of the ene¬ 
my, and then give every one of the soldiers their 
pay. So the soldiers, according to custom, open¬ 
ed the cases wherein before their arms lay cover¬ 
ed, and marched with their breastplates on, as 
did the horsemen lead their horses in their fine 
trappings. Then did the places that were be¬ 
fore the city shine very splendidly for a great 
way; nor was there any thing either so grateful 
to Titus's own men, or so terrible to the enemy, 
as that sight. For the whole old wall, and the 
north side of the temple, was full of spectators, 
and one might see the houses full of sucn as look¬ 
ed at them; nor was there any part of the city 
which was not covered over with their multi¬ 
tudes: nay, a very great consternation seized 
upon the hardiest of the Jew’s themselves, when 
they saw all the army in the same place, toge¬ 
ther wiih the fineness of their arms, and the 
good order of their men. And I cannot but think 
that the seditious wmuld have changed their 
minds at that sight, unless the crimes they had 
committed against the people had not beeD so 
horrid that they despaired of forgiveness from 
the Romans; but as they believed death w’ith 
torments must be their punishment, if they did 
not go on in the defence of the city, they thought 
it much better to die in war. Fate also prevailed 
so far over them, that the innocent u r ere to perish 
with the guilty, and the city was to be destroyed 
with the seditious that were in it. 

2. Thus did the Romans spend four days in 
bringing this subsistence money to the several 
legions. But on the fifth day, when no signs of 
peace appeared to come from the Jews, Titus 
divided his legions, and began to raise banks, 
both at the tower of Antonia, and at John’s 
monument. Now, his designs w’ere to take the 
upper city at that monument, and the temple at 
the tower of Antonia; for if the temple were not 
taken, it would be dangerous to keep the city 
itself; so at each of these parts he raised him 
banks, each legion raising one. As for those that 
wrought at John’s monument, the Idumeans,and 
those that were in arms with Simon, made sal¬ 
lies upon them, and put some stop to them; 
w’hile John’s party, ann the multitude of zealots 
with them, did the like to those that were before 
the tower of Antonia. These Jew's w’ere now' too 
hard for the Romans, not only in direct fighting, 
because they stood upon the higher ground, but 
because they had now r learned to use their own 
engines, for their continual use of them one day 
after another did by degrees improve their skill 
about them; for of one sort of engines for darts 
they had three hundred, and forty for stones, by 
the means of which they made it more tedious 
for the Romans to raise their banks. But then 
Titus, knowing that the city would be either 
saved or destroyed for himself, did not only pro¬ 
ceed earnestly in the siege, but did net omit to 
have the Jews exhorted to repentance; so he 
mixed good counsel with his w’orks for the siege. 
And being sensible that exhortations are fre- 
auently more effectual than arms, he persuaded 
tftem to surreuder the city, now in a manner 
already taken, and thereby to save themselves, 
and sent Josephus to speak to them in their own 
language; for he imagined they might yield to 
the persuasion of a countryman of their own. 

3. So Josephus went round about the wall, and 
tried to find a place that was out of the reach of 
their darts, and yet w’ithin their hearing; and 
besought them in many words, “To spare them¬ 
selves, to spare their country, and their temple, 
and not to be more obdurate in these cases than 
foreigners themselves: for that the Romans, who 
had no relation to those things, had a reverence 
for their sacred rites and places, although they 
belonged to their enemies, and had till now kept 
their hands off from meddling with them; while 


such as were brought up under them, and, if they 
be preserved, will be the only people that will 
reap the benefit of them, hurry on to have them 
destroyed. That certainly they have seen their 
strongest walls demolished, and that the wall 
still remaining was weaker than those that were 
already taken. That they must know the Roman 
power was invincible, and that they had been 
used to serve them; for that in case it be allowed 
a right thing to fight for liherty, that ought to 
have been done at first; but for them that have 
once fallen under the power of the Romans, and 
have dow submitted to them for so many long 
years, to pretend to shake off that yoke after¬ 
ward, was the work of such as had a mind to die 
miserably, not of such as were lovers of liberty. 
Besides, men may well enough grudge at the 
dishonor of owning ignoble masters over them, 
but ought not to do so to those who have all 
things under their command; for what part of 
the world is there that hath escaped the Romans, 
unless it be such as are of no use through violent 
cold? And evident it is, that fortune is on all 
hands gone over to them; and that God, when 
he had gone round the nations with this dominion, 
is now settled in Italy. That, moreover, it is a 
strong and fixed law, even among brute beasts, 
as well as arnon^ men, to yield to those that are 
too strong for tnem; and to suffer those to have 
the dominion, who are too hard for the rest in 
war. For which reason it was, that their fore¬ 
fathers, who were far superior to them, both in 
their souls and bodies, and other advantages, did 
et submit to the Romaos, which they would not 
ave suffered, had they not known that God wa* 
with them. As for themselves, what can they 
depend on in this their opposition, when the 
greatest part of their city is already taken; and 
when those that are wittiin it are under greater 
miseries than if they were taken, although their 
walls be still standing? For that the Romans arc 
not unacquainted with that famine which is in 
the city, whereby the people are already con¬ 
sumed, and the fighting men will in a little time 
be so too; for although the Romans should leave 
off the sieore, and not fall upon the city with 
their swords in their hands, yet was there an in¬ 
superable war that beset them within, and was 
augmented every hour, unless they were able to 
w’age war with famine, and fight against it, or 
could alone conquer their natural appetites.” He 
added this further, “ How right a thing it was to 
change their conduct, before their calamities 
were become incurable, and to have recourse to 
such advice as might preserve them, while op¬ 
portunity was offered them for so doing. For 
that the Romans w’ould not be mindful of their 
past actions, to their disadvantage, unless they 
persevered in their insolent behavior to the 
end; because they were naturally mild in their 
conquests, and preferred what was profitable, 
before what their passions dictated to them; 
w hich profit of theirs lay not in leaving the city 
empty of inhabitants, nor the country desert ; on 
j which account Ca?sar did now- offer them his right 
hand for their security. Whereas, if he took the 
city by force, he would not save auy of them, and 
this especially, if they rejected his offers in these 
their utmost distresses; for the walls that were 
( already taken could not but assure them that the 
third wall would quickly be taken also. And al¬ 
though their fortifications should prove too strong 
for the Romans to break through them, vet would 
the famine fight for the Romans against them.” 

4. While Josephus was making this exhorta¬ 
tion to the Jews, many of them jested upon him 
I from the W’all, and many reproached him; nay, 
some threw their darts at him: but when he 
could not himself persuade them by such open 
good advice, he betook himself to the histories 
belonging to their own nation, and cried out 
aloud, “O miserable creatures! are you so un¬ 
mindful of those that used to assist you, that you 
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will fight by your weapons and by your hands 
against the Romans? When did we ever con¬ 
quer any other nation by such means? and when 
was it that God, who is'the Creator of the Jew¬ 
ish people, did not avenge them when they had 
been injured ? Will not you turn again, and look 
back, and consider whence it is that you light 
with such violence, and how r great a Supporter 
you have profanely abused? Wdl not you recall 
’to mind the prodigious things done for your fore¬ 
fathers and this holy place, and how great ene¬ 
mies of yours were by him subdued under you ? 

I even tremble myself, in declaring the works of 
God belore your ears that are unworthy to hear 
them: however, hearken to me, that you may 
be informed, how you fight not only against the 
Romans, but against God himself. In old time 
there was one Aecao, king of Egypt, who was 
also called Pharaoh; he came with a prodigious 
army of soldiers, and seized queen iSarah, the 
mother of our nation. What did Abraham our 
progenitor then do? Rid he defend himselt from 
this injurious person by war, although he had 
three hundred and eighteen captains under him, 
and an immense army under each of them? In¬ 
deed, he deemed them to be no number at all 
without God’s assistance, and only spread out his 
hands towards this holy place,* which you have 
now polluted, and reckoned upon him as upon 
his invincible supporter, instead of his own army. 
Was not our queen sent back without any defile¬ 
ment to her husband, the very next evening? 
while the king of Egypt fied away, adoring this 
place which you have defiled by shedding there¬ 
in the blood of your own countrymen; and he 
also trembled at those visions which he saw in 
the night-season, and bestowed both silver and 
gold on the Hebrews, as on a people beloved by 
God. Shall I say nothing, or shall I mention the 
removal of our fathers into Egypt, who, when 
they were used tyrannically, and were fallen un¬ 
der the power of foreign kings for four hundred 
years together, and might have defended them¬ 
selves by war and by fighting, did yet do nothing 
but commit themselves to God? Who is there 
that docs not know that Egypt was overrun with 
all sorts of wild beasts, and consumed by all sorts 
of distempers? how their land did not bring forth 
its fruit? how the Aile failed of water? how the ten 

} >lagues of Egypt followed one upon another? and 
iow by those means our fathers were sent away 
under a guard without any bloodshed, and with¬ 
out running any dangers, because God conduct¬ 
ed them as his peculiar servants? Moreover, did 
not Palestine groan under the ravage the Assy¬ 
rians f made, when they carried away our sacred 
ark? as did their idol Dagon, and as also did 
that entire nation of those that carried it away; 
how they were smitten with a loathsome distem¬ 
per in the secret parts of their bodies, when their 
verv bowels came down together with what they 
had eaten, till those hands that stole it away 
were obliged to bring it back again, and that 
with the sound of cymbals and timbrels, and 
other oblations, in order to appease the onger 
of God for the violation of his holy ark. It was 
God who then became our general, and accom¬ 
plished these great things lor our fathers, and 
this because they did not meddle with war and 
fighting, but committed it to him to judge about 
their affairs When Sennacherib, king of Assy¬ 
ria, brought along with him all Asia, and encom- 

* Josephus supposes, in this his admirable speech to 
the Jews, that not Abraham only, hut Pharaoh, kin" 
of Key pi, prayed toward a lcmple at Jerusalem, or to¬ 
ward Jerusalem itself, in which were Mount Sion ond 
Monnt Moriah, on wjiirh the tabernacle and temple did 
afterward stand ; ond this long before either the Jew¬ 
ish tabernacle or temple was built. Nor is lhe famous 
command given by <»od to Abraham, to go two or 
three days’journey on purpose to offer up his sou Isaac 
there, unfavorable to such a notion. 

| Note hero, that Josephus, in this his same admira¬ 
ble speech, calls the Syrians, nay, even the Philistines 


passed this city round with hU army, did he fail 
by the hands of men? were not those hands lifted 
up to God in prayers, without meddling with 
their arms, when the angel of God destroyed that 
prodigious army in one night? when the Assyrian 
king, as he arose the next day, fouad a hundred 
fourscore and five thousand dead bodies, and 
when he, with the remainder of his army, fied 
away from the Hebrews, though they were un¬ 
armed, and did not pursue them! Yon are also 
acquainted with the slavery we were under at 
Babylon, where the people were captives for 
seventy years; yet were they not delivered into 
freedom again, before God made Cyrus his gra¬ 
cious instrument in bringing it about; according¬ 
ly they were set free by him, and did again re¬ 
store the worship of their deliverer at his tem¬ 
ple. And to speak in general, we can produce 
no example wherein our fathers got any success 
by war, or failed of success when without war 
they committed themselves to Gcd. When they 
staid at home they conquered, as pleased their 
Judge, but when they went out to fight, they 
were always disappointed; for example, when 
the king of Babylon besieged this very city, and 
our king Zedekiah fought against him, contrary 
to what predictions were made to him by Jere¬ 
miah the prophet, he was at once taken prisoner, 
and saw the city and the temple demolished. 
Yet how much greater was the. moderation of 
that king, than is that of your present governors, 
and that of the people then under him, than is 
that of you at this time? for when Jeremiah 
cried out aloud, how very angry God was at them 
because of their transgression, and told them 
they should be taken prisoners unless they would 
surrender up their city, neither did the king nor 
the people put him to death; but for you, (to 
pass over what you have done within the city, 
which I am not able to describe as your wicked¬ 
ness deserves,) you abuse me, and throw darts 
at me, who only exhort you to save yourselves, 
as being provoked when you are put in mind of 
your sins, and cannot bear the very mention of 
those crimes which you every dav perpetrate. 
For another example, when Antioohus. who was 
called Ephiphanes, lay before this city, and had 
been guilty of many indignities against God, and 
our forefathers met him in arms, they then were 
slain in the battle, the city was plundered by our 
enemies, and our sanctuaries made desolate for 
three years and six months. And what need I bring 
any more examples? Indeed, what can it be that 
hath stirred up an army of the Romans against 
our nation? Is it not the impiety of the inhabit¬ 
ants? Whence did our servitude commence? 
Was it not derived from the seditions that were 
among our forefathers, when the madness of 
Aristobulus and Hyrcanus, and our mutual quar¬ 
rels brought Ponipey upon this city, and when 
God reduced those under subjection to the Ro¬ 
mans, who were unworthy of the liberty they 
had enjoyed? After a siege, therefore, of three 
months, they were forced to surrender them¬ 
selves, although they had not been guilty of such 
offences with regard to our sanctuary and our 
laws, ns you have; and this while they had much 
greater advantages to go to war than you have. 
Do not we know what end Antigonus, the son of 
Aristobulus, came to, under whose reign God 
provided that this city should he taken again upon 
account of the people’s ofl’ences? When Herod, 

on the most south part of Syria, Assyrians; which Rc* 
land observes ns what was common among the ancient 
wriicrs. Noie also, that Josephus might well pul the 
Jews in mind, as he does here more than once, of their 
wonderful and truly miraculous deliverance from 
Sennaclierih king of Assyria, while the Roman army, 
and himself with them, were now encamped upon 
ond beyond that very spot of ground where the As¬ 
syrian army lay 780 years before, and which retained 
the very name of the Camp of the Assyrians lo that 
very day. See chap. vii. sect. 3, and chap. xii. sect. 2 
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(lie son of Aotipater, brought upon us Sosius, 
and Sosius brought upon us the Roman army, 
they were then encompassed and besieged for 
six months, till, as a punishment for their sins, 
they were taken, and the city was plundered by 
the enemy. Thus it appears, that arms were 
never given to our nation; but that we are al¬ 
ways given up to be fought against, and to be 
taken; for I suppose, that such as inhabit this 
holy place ought to commit the disposal of all 
things to God, and then only to disregard the 
assistance of men, when they resign themselves 
up to their Arbitrator, who is above. As for you, 
what have you done of those things that are re¬ 
commended by our legislator? and what have 
you not done of those things that he hath con¬ 
demned? Ilow much more impious are you 
than those which were so quickly taken? You 
have not avoided so much as those sins that are 
usually done in secret; I mean thefts, and trea¬ 
cherous plots against men, and adulteries. You 
are quarreling about rapines and murders, and 
invent strange ways of wickedness. Kay, the 
temple itself is become the receptacle of all, and 
this divine place is polluted by tne hands of those 
of our own country, which place hath yet been 
reverenced by the Romans, when it was at a dis¬ 
tance from them, when they have suffered many 
of their own customs to give place to our law. 
And, after all this, do you expect him whom you 
have so impiously abused to be your supporter? 
To be sure then you have a right to be petition¬ 
ers, and to call upon him to assist you, so pure 
are yuur hands! Did your king [HezekiahJ lift 
up such hands in prayer to God against the king 
of Assyria when he destroyed that great army 
intone night? And do the Romans commit such 
wickedness, as did the king of Assyria, that you 
may have reason to hope for the like vengeance 
upon them? Did not that king accept of money 
from our king on this condition, that he should 
not destroy the city, and yet, contrary to the oath 
he had taken, he came down to burn the temple? 
while the Romans do demand no more than that 
accustomed tribute which our fathers paid to 
their fathers; and if they may but once obtain 
that, they neither aim to "destroy this city, nor to 
touch this sanctuary: nay, they will grant you 
besides, that your posterity shall be free, and 
your possessions secured to you, and will pre¬ 
serve your holy laws inviolate to you. And it is 
plain madness to expect that God should appear 
as well disposed towards the wicked as towards 
the righteous, since he knows w T hen it is proper 
to punish men for their sins immediately: ac¬ 
cordingly he brake the power of the Assyrians 
the very first night that they pitched their camp. 
Wherefore, had he judged that our nation was 
worthy of freedom, or the Romans of punish¬ 
ment, he had immediately inflicted punishment 
upon those Romans, as he did upon the Assyrians, 
when Pompey began to meddle with our nation, 
or when after him Sosius came up against us, or 
when Vespasian laid waste Galilee, or lastly, 
when Titus came first of all near to the city; al¬ 
though Magnus and Sosius did not only suffer 
nothing, but took the city by force; as did Vespa¬ 
sian go from the war he made against yon to re¬ 
ceive the empire; and as for Titus, those springs 
that were formerly almost dried up* wheu they 
were under your power, since he is come, ruu 
more plentifully than they did before: accord¬ 
ingly you know that Siloain, as well as all the 
other springs that were without the city, did so 
far fail, that water was sold by distinct measures; 
■whereas they now have such a great quantity of 
water for your enemies, as is sufficient not only 
for drink both for themselves and their cattle, 

* This drying up of the Jerusalem fountain cf Siloain, 
when the Jews wanted it, and its flowing abundantly 
when the enemies of the Jews wanted it, and these both 
in the days of Zedekiah and of Titus, (and this last as a 
certain event well known hv the Jews at that time, ns I 
70 


539 

but for watering their gardens also. The same 
wonderful sign you had also experience of for¬ 
merly, when the forenientioned King of Babylon 
made war against us, and when he took the city, 
and burnt the temple; while yet l believe the 
Jews of that age were not so impious as you are. 
Wherefore I cannot but suppose that God is fled 
out of his sanctuary, and stands on the side of 
those against whom you fight. Kovv even a man, 
if he be but a good man, will fly from an impure 
house, and will hate those that are in it; and do 
you persuade yourselves that God will abide with 
you in your iniquities, who sees all secret things, 
and hears what is kept most private? Sow what 
crime is there, I pray you, that is so much as 
kept a secret among you, or is concealed by 
you? nay, what is there that is not open to your 
very enemies? for you show your transgressions 
after a pompous manner, and contend one with 
another which of you shall be more wicked than 
another; and you make a public demonstration 
of your injustice, as if it were virtue. However, 
there is a place left for your preservation, if you 
be willing to accept of it; and God is easily re¬ 
conciled to those that confess their faults, and 
repent of them. O hard-hearted wretches as 
yon are! cast away all your arms, and take pity 
of your country, already going to ruin; return 
from your wicked ways, and have regard to the 
excellency of that city you are going to betray, 
to that excellent temple, with the donations of 
so many countries in it. Who could bear to be 
the first that should set that temple on fire? who 
could be willing that these things should be no 
more? and what is there that can better deserve 
to be preserved? O insensible creatures, and more 
stupid than are the stones themselves! And if 
you cannot look at these thiugs with discerning 
eyes, yet, however, have pity upon your fami¬ 
lies, and set before every one of your eyes your 
children, and wives, and parents, who will b6 
gradually consumed either by famine or by war. 
I am sensible that this danger will extend to my 
mother, and wife, and to that family of mine 
which hath been by no means ignoble, and in¬ 
deed to one that hath been very eminent in old 
time; and perhaps yon may imagine that it is on 
their account only that 1 give you this advice: if 
that be all, kill them; nay, take my own blood 
as a reward, if it may but procure your preser¬ 
vation; lor I am ready to die, in case you will 
but return to a sound mind after my death.” 

CHAP. X. 

How a great many of the People earnestly endea¬ 
vored to desert to the Romans: as also, what in¬ 
tolerable Things those that stayed behind suffer¬ 
ed by Famine , and the sad Consequences thereof 
$ 1. As Josephus was speaking thus with a 
loud voice, the seditious would neither yield to 
what he said, nor did they deem it safe lor them 
to alter their conduct; but as for the people, they 
had a great inclination to desert to the Romans: 
accordingly, some of them sold what they had, 
and even the most precious things that hail been 
laid up as treasures by them, lor a very small 
matter, and swallowed down pieces of gold that 
they might not be found out by the robbers; and 
when they escaped to the Romans, went to stool, 
and had wherewithal to provide plentifully for 
themselves; for Titus let a great number of them 
go away into the country whither they pleased. 
And the main reasons why they were so ready 
to desert were these, that now they should be 
freed from those miseries which they had en¬ 
dured in that city, and yet should not be iu slave¬ 
ry to the Romans; however, John and Simon, 
with their factions, did more carefully watch these 

Josephus here tells them openly to their fares,) arc very 
remarkable instances of a Divine providence for the 
punishment of the Jewish nation, when they were 
grown very wicked, at boih those times of the dcstruc 
lion of Jerusalem. 
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men’s going' out than they did the coming in of 
the Romans; and if any one did but afford the 
least shadow of suspicion of such an intention, his 
throat was cut immediately. 

2. But as for the richer sort, it proved all one 
to them whether they staid in the city or attempt¬ 
ed to get out of it; for they were equally de¬ 
stroyed in both cases; for every such person was 
put to death under this pretence, that they were 
going to desert, but in reality that the robbers 
might get what they had. The madness of the 
seditious did also increase together with their 
famine, and both those miseries were every day 
inflamed more, and more; for there was no corn 
which any where nppeared publicly, but the rob¬ 
bers came running into, and searched men’s pri¬ 
vate houses; and then if they found any, tney 
tormented them, because they had denied they 
bad any. and if they found none, they tormented 
them worse, because they supposed they had 
more carefully concealed it. The indication they 
made use of whether they had any or not, was 
taken from the bodies of these miserable wretch¬ 
es; which if the)' were in good case, they sup¬ 
posed they were in no want at all of food, but if 
they were wasted away, they walked off without 
searching any farther: nor did they think it pro¬ 
per to kill such as these, because they saw they 
would very soon die of themselves for want of 
food. Many there were, indeed, who sold what 
they had for one measure; it was of wheat, if 
they were of the richer sort, but of barley, if 
they were poorer. When these had so done, 
they shut themselves up in the inmost rooms of 
their houses, and ate the corn they had gotten; 
some did it without grinding it, by reason of the 
extremity of the want they were in, and others 
baked bread of it, according as necessity and fear 
dictated to them; a table was nowhere laid for a 
distinct meal, but they snatched the bread out of 
the fire half baked, and ate it very hastily. 

3. It was now a miserable case, and a sight 
that would justly bring tears into our eyes, how 
men stood as to their food, while the more pow¬ 
erful had more than enough, and the weaker 
were lamenting [for want of it.] But the famine 
was too hard lor all other passions, and it is de¬ 
structive to nothing so much as to modesty; for 
what was otherwise worthy of reverence was in 
this case despised; insomuch that children pulled 
the very morsels that their fathers were eating 
out of their very mouths; and what was still 
more to be pitied, so did the mothers do as to their 
infants; and when those that were most dear 
were perishing under their hands, they were not 
ashamed to take from them the very last drops 
that might preserve their lives; and while they 
ate after this manner, yet were they not conceal¬ 
ed in so doing; but the seditious everywhere 
came upon them immediately, and snatched away 
from them what they had gotten from others; 
for when they saw any house shut up, this was 
to them a signal that the people within had got¬ 
ten some food; whereupon tney broke open the 
doors, and ran in, nnd took pieces of what they 
were eating almost up out of their very throats, 
and this by force; the old men, who held their 
food fast were beaten; and if the women hid 
what they had within their hands, their hair 
was torn for so doing; nor was there any com¬ 
miseration shown either to the aged or to the 
infants, but they lifted up children from the 
ground, as they hung upon the morsels they had 
gotten, and shook them down upon the floor, 
fiut still were they more barbarously cruel to 
those that had prevented their coming in, and had 
actually swallowed down what they were going 
to seize upon, as if they had been unjustly de¬ 
frauded of their right. They also invented ter¬ 
rible methods of torments, to discover where any 
food was, and they were these: to stop up the 
passages of the privy parts of the miserable 
wretches, and to arive sharp stakes up their fun¬ 


daments; and a man was forced to bear what it 
is terrible even to hear, in order to make him 
confess that he had but one loaf of bread, or 
that he might discover a handful of barley-meal 
that was concealed; and this was done when these 
tormentors were not themselves hungry; for the 
thing had been less barbarous had necessity 
forced them to it; but this was done to keep their 
madness in exercise, and as making prepara¬ 
tion of provisions for themselves for the follow¬ 
ing days. These men went also to meet those 
that had crept out of the city by night, as far as 
the Roman guards, to gather some plants and 
herbs that grew wild; and when those people 
thought they had got clear of the enemy, they 
snatched from them what they had brought with 
them, even while they had frequently entreated 
them, and that by calling upon the tremendous 
name of God, to give them back some part of 
what they had brought; though these would not 
give them the least crumb, and they were to be 
well contented that they were only spoiled, and 
not slain at the same time. 

4. These were the afflictions which the lower 
sort of people suffered from these tyrant's guards; 
but for the men that were in dignity, and withal 
were rich, they were carried before the tyrants 
themselves; some of whom were falsely accused 
of laying treacherous plots, and so were destroy¬ 
ed; others of them were charged with designs 
of betraying the city to the Romans; but the 
readiest way of all was this, to suborn somebody 
to affirm that they were resolved to desert to the 
enemy. And he who was utterly despoiled of 
what he had by Simon, was sent back again to 
John, as of those who had been already plunder¬ 
ed by John, Simon got what remained; insomuch 
that they drank the blood of the populace to one 
another, and divided the dead bodies of the poor 
creatures between them: so that although, on 
account of their ambition after dominion, they 
contended with each other, yet did they very 
well agree in their wicked practices; for he that 
did not communicate what he had got by the mis¬ 
eries of others to the other tyrant, seemed to be 
too little guilty, and in one respect only; and he 
that did not partake of what was so communica¬ 
ted to him, grieved at the loss, as at the loss of 
what was a valuable thing, that he had no share 
in such barbarity. 

5. It is therefore impossible to go distinctly 
over every instance of these men’s iniquity. I 
shall therefore speak my mind here at once brief¬ 
ly, that neither did any other city ever suffer such 
miseries, nor did any age ever breed a genera¬ 
tion more fruitful in wickedness than this was, 
from the beginning of the world. Finally, they 
brought the Hebrew nation into contempt, that 
they might themselves appear comparatively less 
impious with regard to strangers. They con¬ 
fessed what was true,' that they were the slaves, 
the scum, and the spurious and abortive offspring 
of our nation, while they overthrew the city tncm- 
selves, and forced the Romans, whether they 
would or not, to gain a melancholy reputation, 
by acting gloriously against them, and did almost 
draw that tire upon the temple, which thev seem¬ 
ed to think came too slowly; and indeed, when 
they saw that temple burning from the upper city, 
they were neither troubled at it, nor aid they 
she'd any tears on that account, while yet these 
passions were discovered among the Romans 
themselves. Which circumstances we shall speak 
of hereafter in their proper place, when we come 
to treat of such matters. 

CHAP. XI. 

Hoxo the Jews were crucified before the Walls of 

the City. Concerning Antiochus Epiphanes; 

and hoxo the Jexcs overthrew the Banks that 

had been raised by the Romans. 

{ 1. So now Titus’s banks were advanced a 
great way, notwithstanding his soldiers bad been 
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very much distressed from the wall. He then 
•eat a party of horsemen, and ordered they should 
lay ambushes for those that went out into the 
valleys to gather food. Some of these were in¬ 
deed fighting men, who were not contented with 
what they got by rapine; but the greater part of 
them were poor people, who were deterred from 
deserting by the concern they were under for 
their own relations; for they could not hope to 
escape away, together with their wives and chil¬ 
dren, without the knowledge of the seditious; 
nor could they think of leaving these relations 
to be slain by the robbers on their account; nay, 
the severity of the famine made them bold in 
thus going out: so nothing remained but that, 
when they were concealed from the robbers, they 
should be taken by the enemy; and when they 
were going to be taken, they were forced to de¬ 
fend themselves for fear ol being punished; as 
after they had fought, they thought it too late to 
make any supplications for mercy: so they were 
first whipped, and then tormented with all sorts 
of tortures, before they died, and were then cru¬ 
cified before the wall of the city. This misera¬ 
ble procedure made Titus greatly to pity them, 
while they caught every day five hundred Jew’s; 
nay, some days they caught more: yet it did not 
appear to be safe for him to let those that were 
taken by force go their way, and to set a guard 
over so many be saw would be to make such as 
guarded them useless to him. The main reason 
why he did not lorbid that cruelty was this, that 
he hoped the Jews might perhaps yield at that 
sight, out of fear lest they might themselves af¬ 
terwards be liable to the same cruel treatment. 
So the soldiers, out of the wrath and hatred they 
bore the Jews, nailed those they caught, one after 
one way, and another after another, to the cross¬ 
es, by way of jest, when their multitude was so 
great, that room was wanting for the crosses, and 
crosses wanting for the bodies.* 

2. But so far were the seditious from repent¬ 
ing at this sad sight, that, on the contrary, they 
made the rest ot the multitude believe other¬ 
wise; for they brought the relations of those 
that had deserted upon the wall, with such of the 
populace as were very eager to go over upon the 
security offered them, and shewed them what 
miseries those underwent who tied to the Ro¬ 
mans; and told them that those who were caught 
were supplicants to them, and not such as were 
taken prisoners. This sight kept many of those 
within the city who were so eager to desert, till 
the truth was known; yet did some of them run 
away immediately as unto certain punishment, 
esteeming death from their enemies to be a quiet 
departure, if compared with that by famine. So 
Titus commanded that the hands of many of 
those that were caught should be cut off, that 
they might not be thought deserters, and might 
be credited on account of the calamity they were 
under,/ and sent them in to John and Simon, 
with this exhortation, that “ they’ would now at 
length leave off [their madness,] and not force 
him to destroy the city, whereby they would 
have those advantages of repentance, even in 
their utmost distress, that they would preserve 
tbeir own lives, and so fine a city of their own, 
and that temple which was their peculiar glory.” 
He then went round about the banks that w*ere 
cast up, and hastened them, in order to show, 
that his words should in no longtime be followed 
by bis deeds. In answer to which, the seditious 
cast reproaches upon Caesar himself, and upon 
his father also, and cried out with a loud voice, 
that “ they contemned death, and did well in 
preferring it before slavery; that they would do 
all the mischief to the Romans they could, while 
they had breath in them; and that for their 
own city, since they were, as he said, to be de- 

* Reland very properly takes notice here, howjustly 
this judgment came upon the Jews, when they were 
trucificd in such multitudes together, that the Romans 
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stroyed, they had no concern about it, and that 
the world itself was a better temple to God than 
this. That yet this temple would be preserved 
by hitn that inhabited therein, whom they still 
had for their assistant in this war, and did there¬ 
fore laugh at all his threatening*, which would 
come to nothing, because the conclusion of the 
whole depended upon God only.” These words 
were mixed with reproaches, and with them they 
made a mighty clamor. 

3. In the mean time Antiochus Epiphanes 
came to the city, having with him a considerable 
number of ether armed men, and a band called 
the Macedonian band about him, all of the same 
age, tall, and just past their childhood, armed, and 
instructed after the Macedonian manner, whence 
it was that they took that name. Yet were many 
of them unworthy of so famous a nation; for it haci 
so happened, that the kiog of Commagena had 
nourished more than any other kings that were 
under the power of the Romans, till a change 
happened in his condition; and when he was be¬ 
come an old man, he declared plainly, that we 
ought not to call any man happy before’he is dead. 
But this son of his, who was then come thither 
before his father was decaying, said, that “ he 
could not but wonder what made the Romans so 
tardy in making their attacks upon the wall.” 
Xow he was a warlike man, and naturally bold 
in exposing himself to dangers; he was also so 
strong a man, that his boldness seldom failed of 
having success. Upon this Titus smiled, and 
said, “ He would share the pains of an attack 
with him.” However, Antiochus v.eut as he then 
was, and with his Macedonians made a sudden 
assault upon the wall; and, indeed, for his own- 
part, his strength and skill were so great that he* 
guarded himself from the Jewish darts, and yet 
shot his darts at them, while yet the young men 
with him were almost all sorely galled; for they 
had so great a regard to the promises that had 
been made of their courage, that they would 
needs persevere in their fignting, and at length 
many of them retired, but not till they were 
wounded; and then they perceived that true Ma¬ 
cedonians, if they were to be conquerors, must 
have Alexander's good fortune also. 

4. ]\ T ow as the Romans began to raise their 
banks on the twelfth day of the month Artemi- 
sius, [Jyar,J so had they much ado to finish them 
by the twenty-ninth day of the same month, after 
they had labored hard for seventeen days con¬ 
tinually. For there were now four great banks 
raised, one of which was at the tower Anto¬ 
nia; this was raised by the fifth legion, over 
against the middle of that pool which was called 
Struthius. Another was cast up by the twelfth 
legion, at the distance of about twenty cubits 
from the other. But the labors of the tenth 
legion, which lay a great way off these, was on 
the north quarter, and at the pool called Amyg- 
dalon; as was that of the fifteenth legion about 
thirty cubits from it, and at the high priest’s mo¬ 
nument. And now when the engines were brought, 
John had from within undermined the space that 
was over against the tower of Antonia, as far as 
the banks themselves, and had supported the 
ground over the mine with beams laid across one 
another, whereby the Roman works stood Upon 
an uncertain foundation. Then did he order such 
materials to be brought in as were daubed over 
with pitch and bitumen, and set them on fire; 
and as the cross-beams that supported the banks 
were burning, the ditch yielded on the sudden, 
and the banks were shaken down and fell into 
the ditch with a prodigious noise. JN’ow at the 
first there arose a very thick smoke and dust as 
the fire was choked with the fall of the bank; 
but as the suffocated materials were now gra¬ 
dually consumed, a plain tlanie broke out, on 

wanted room for the crosses ,and crosses for the bodies 
of those Jews, since they had brought this judgment on 
themselves bv the crucifixion of their Messiah, 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 


542 


which sudden appearance of the flame, a conster¬ 
nation fell upon the Romans, and the shrewdness 
of the contrivance discouraged them; and indeed 
this accident coming upon them at a time when 
they thought they had already gained their point, 
cooled their hopes for the time to come. They 
also thought it would be to no purpose to take 
the pains to extinguish the fire, since if it were 
extinguished the banks were swallowed up alrea¬ 
dy [and become useless to them.] 

5. Two days after this Simon aud his party 
made an attempt to destroy the other banks; for 
the Romans had brought their engines to bear 
there, and began already to make the wall shake. 
And here one Tephtheus of Garsis, a city of Ga¬ 
lilee, and Megassarus. one who was derived from 
some of Queen Mariamne’s servants, and with 
them one from Adiabene, he was the son of Na- 
bateus, and called by the name of Chagiras, 
from the ill fortune he had, the word signifying a 
lame man, snatched some torches, and ran sud¬ 
denly upon the engines. Nor were there during 
this war any men that ever sallied out of the city 
who were their superiors, either in their own 
boldness, or in the terror they struck into their 
enemies. For they ran out upon the Romans, not 
as if they were enemies, but friends, without fear 
or delay: nor did they leave their enemies till 
they had rushed violently through the midst of 
them, and set their machines on tire. And though 
they had darts thrown at them on every side, and 
were on every side assaulted with their enemies’ 
swords, yet did they not withdraw themselves out 
of the dangers they were in, till the fire had 
caught hold of the instruments; but when the 
flame went up, the Romans came running from 
their camp to save their engines. Then aid the 
Jews hinder their succors from the wall, and 
fought with those that endeavored to quench the 
fire, without any regard to the dauger their 
bodies were in. So the Romans pulled the en¬ 
gines out of the fire, while the hurdles that co¬ 
vered them were on fire; but the Jews caught 
hold of the battering-rams through the flame it¬ 
self, and held them last, although the iron upon 
them was become red hot: and now the fire 
spread itself from the engines to the banks, and 
prevented those that came to defend them; and 
all this while the Romans were encompassed 
round about with a flame, and despairing of sav- 
iag their works from it, they retired to their 
camp. Then did the Jews become still more and 
more in number by the coming of those that were 
within the city to their assistance; and as they 
were very bold upon the good success they had 
had, their violent assaults were almost irresistible; 
nay, they proceeded as far as the fortifications of 
the enemies’ camp, and fought with their guards. 
Now there stood a body of soldiers in array be¬ 
fore that camp, which succeeded one another by 
turns in their armor; and as to those the law of 
the Romans was terrible, that he who left his 
post there, let the occasion be whatsoever it 
might be, he was to die for it; so that body of 
soldiers, preferring rather to die in fighting cou¬ 
rageously, than as a punishment for their cowar¬ 
dice, stood firm ; and at the necessity these men 
were in of standing to it, many of the others that 
had run away, out of shame turned back again; 
and when they had set the engines against the 
wall, they kept the multitude from coming more 
of them out of the city [which they could the 
more easily do,] because they had made no pro¬ 
visions for preserving or guarding their bodies at 
this time; lor the Jews fought now hand to hand 
with ail that came in their way, and without any 
caution fell against the points of their enemies’ 
spears, aud attacked them bodies against bodies; 
for they were now too hard for the Romans, not 
so much by their other warlike actions, as by 
these courageous assaults they made upon them; 
and the Romans gave way more to tneir bold¬ 


ness, than they did to the sei*se of the harm they 
had received from them. 

6. And now Titus was come from the tower of 
Antonia, whither he was gone to look out for a 
place for raising other banks, and reproached the 
soldiers greatly for permitting their own wall to 
be in danger, when they had taken the walls of 
their enemies, and sustained the fortune of men 
besieged, while the Jews were allowed to sally 
out against them, though they were already in a 
sort of prison. He then went round about the 
enemy with some chosen troops, and fell upon 
their flank himself; so the Jews who had been 
before assaulted in their faces, wheeled about to 
Titus, and continued the fight. The armies also 
were now mixed one among another, and the 
dust that was raised so far hindered them from 
seeing one another, and the noise that was made 
so far hindered them from hearing one another, 
that neither side could discern an enemy from a 
friend. However, the Jews did not flinch, though 
not so much from their real strength, as from 
their despair of deliverance. The Romans also 
would not yield, by reason of the regard they 
had to glory, and to their reputation in war, and 
because Ca?sar himself went into the danger be¬ 
fore them; insomuch that I cannot but think the 
Romans would in the conclusion have now taken 
even the whole multitude of the Jews, so very 
angry were they at them, had these not prevent¬ 
ed the upshot of the battle, and retired into the 
city. However, seeing the banks of the Romans 
were demolished, these Romans were very much 
cast down upon the loss of what had cost them 90 
long pains, and this in one hour’s time. And 
many indeed despaired of taking the city with, 
their usual engines of war only. 

CHAP. XII. 

Titus thought Jit to encompass the City round 
with a Wall; after which the Famine consum¬ 
ed the People by whole Houses and Families to¬ 
gether. 

§ 1. And now did Titus consult with his com¬ 
manders what was to be done. Those that were 
of the warmest tempers thought he should bring 
the whole army against the city, and storm the 
wall; for that hitherto no more than a part of 
their army had fought with the Jews, but that 
in case the entire army was to come at once, 
they would not be able to sustain their attacks, 
but would be overwhelmed by their darts. But 
of those that were for a more cautious manage¬ 
ment, some were for raising their banks again, 
and others advised to let the banks alone, but to 
lie still before the city, to guard against the 
coining out of the Jews, and so to leave the 
enemy to the famine, and this without direct 
fighting with them; for that despair was not to 
be conquered, especially as to those who are de¬ 
sirous to die bv tne sword, while a more terrible 
misery than that is reserved for them. How¬ 
ever, Titu9 did not thiuk it fit for so great an 
army to lie entirely idle, and that yet it was in 
vain to fight with those that would be destroyed 
one by another; he also showed them how im¬ 
practicable it was to cast up any more banks, for 
want of materials, and to guard against the Jews 
coming out, still more impracticable; as also, 
that to encompass the whole city round with his 
army, was not very easy, by reason of its magni¬ 
tude, and the difficulty of the situation, and on 
other accounts dangerous, upon the sallies the 
Jews might muke out of the city. For although 
they might guard the known passages out of tne 
place, yet would they, when they found them¬ 
selves under the greatest distress, contrive secret 
passages out, as being well acquainted with all 
such places; and if any provisions were carried 
in by stealth, the siege would thereby be longer 
delayed. He also owned, that he was afraid that 
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the length of time thus to be spent, would diminish 
the glory of his success; tor though it be true 
that length of time will perfect every thing, yet 
that to do what we do in a little time is still neces¬ 
sary to the gaining reputation. That, therefore, 
his opinion was, that if they aimed at quickness 
joined with security, they must build’ a wall 
round about the whole city, which was, he 
thought, the only way to prevent the Jews from 
coming out any way, and then they would either 
entirely despair of saving the city, and so would 
surrender it up to him, or be still the more easily 
conquered when the famine had further weaken¬ 
ed them. For that besides this wall, he would 
not lie entirely at rest afterward, but would take 
care then to have banks raised again, when those 
that would oppose them were become weaker. But 
that if any one should think such a work to be 
too great, and not to be finished without much 
difficulty, he ought to consider that it is not fit 
for Romans to undertake any small work; and 
that none but God himself could with ease ac¬ 
complish any great thing whatsoever. 

2. These arguments prevailed with the com¬ 
manders. So Titus gave orders that the army 
should be distributed to their several shares of this 
work; and indeed there now came upon the sol¬ 
diers a certain divine fury, so that they did not 
only part the whole wall that was to be built 
among them, nor did only one legion strive with 
another, but the lesser divisions of the army did 
the same; insomuch that each soldier was ambi¬ 
tious to please his decurion, each decurion his 
centurion, each centurion his tribune, and the 
ambition of the tribunes was to please their su¬ 
perior commanders, while Caesar himself took 
notice of and rewarded the like contention in 
those commanders; for he went round about the 
works many times every day, and took a view of 
what was done. Titus began the wall from the 
camp of the Assyrians, where his own camp was 
pitched, and drew it down to the lower parts of 
Cenopolis: thence it went along the valley of Ce- 
dron, to the Mount of Olives; it then bent to¬ 
wards the south, and encompassed the mountain 
as far as the rock called Peristereon, and that 
other hill which lies next it, and is over the val¬ 
ley which reaches to Siloam; whence it bended 
again to the west, and went down to the valley 
o< the Fountain, beyond which it went up again 
at the monument of Ananus the high priest, and 
encompassing that mountain where Pompey had 
formerly pitched his camp, it returned back to 
the north side of the city, and was carried on as 
far as a certain village called the House of the 
Erebinthi; after which it encompassed Herod’s 
monument, and there on the east was joined to 
Titus’s own camp, where it began. Now the 
length of this wall was forty furlongs, one only 
abated. Now on this wall without were erected 
thirteen places to keep garrisons in, whose cir¬ 
cumferences, put together, amounted to ten fur¬ 
longs; the whole was completed in three days; 
so that what would naturally have required some 
months, was done in so short an interval as is in¬ 
credible. When Titus had therefore encompass¬ 
ed the city with this wall, and put garrisons into 
proper places, he went round the wall at the first 
watch of the night, and observed how the guard 
was kept; the second watch he allotted to Alex¬ 
ander; the commanders of legions took the 
third watch. They also cast lots among them¬ 
selves who should be upon the watch in the 
night time, and who should go all night long 
round the spaces that were interposed between 
the garrisons. 

3. So all hope of escaping was now cut off 
from the Jews, together with their liberty of 
going out of the city. Then did the famine wi¬ 
den its progress, and devoured the people by 
whole houses and families; the upper rooms were 
full of women and children that were dying by 
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famine, and the lanes of the city were full of the 
dead bodies of the aged; the children also and 
the young men wandered aboutthe market-places 
like shadows, all swelled with the famine, and 
fell down dead, wheresoever their misery seized 
them. As for burying them, those that were 
sick themselves were not able to do it, and those 
that were hearty and well were deterred from 
doing it by the great multitude of those dead bo¬ 
dies, and by the uncertainty there was how soon 
they should die themselves; for many died as 
they were burying others, and many went to 
their coffins before that fatal hour was come. 
Nor was there any lamentations made under 
these calamities, nor were heard any mournful 
complaints; but the famine confounded all natu¬ 
ral passions; for those who were just going to die 
looked upon those that were g me to their rest 
before them with dry eyes and open mouths. A 
deep silence also, and a kind of deadly night, had 
seized upon the city; while yet the robbers were 
still more terrible than these miseries were them¬ 
selves; for they broke open those houses which 
were no other than graves of dead bodies, and 
plundered them of what they had, and carrying 
off the coverings of their bodies, went out laugh¬ 
ing, and tried the points of their swords in their 
dead bodies; and in order to prove what metal 
they were made of, they thrust some of those 
through that still lay alive upon the ground; but 
for those that entreated them to lend them their 
right hand and their sword to despatch them, 
they were too proud to grant their requests, and 
left them to be consumed by the famine. * Now 
every one of these died with their eyes fixed upon 
the temple, and left the seditious alive behind 
them. Now the seditious at first gave orders 
that the dead should be buried out of the public 
treasury, as not enduring the stench of their dead 
bodies. But afterward, when they could not do 
that, they had them cast down from the walls 
into the valleys beneath. 

4. However, when Titus, in going his round 
along these valleys, saw them full of dead bodies, 
and the thick putrefaction running about them, 
he gave a groan, and spreading out his hands 
to heaven, called God to witness that this was 
not his doing; and such was the sad case of the 
city itself. But the Romans were very joyful, 
since none of the seditious could now make sallies 
out of the city, because they were themselves 
disconsolate, and the famine already touched 
them also. These Romans besides had great 
plenty of corn and other necessaries out of Syria, 
and out of the neighboring provinces; many of 
whom would stand near to the wall of the city, 
and show the people what great quantities of 
provisions they had, and so make the enemy 
more sensible of their famine, by the great plenty, 
even to satiety, which they had themselves. 
However, when the seditious still showed no in¬ 
clinations of yielding, Titus, out of his com¬ 
miseration of the people that remained, and out 
of his earnest desire of rescuing what was still 
left out of those miseries, began to raise his 
banks again, although materials for them were 
hard to be come at; for all the trees that were 
about the city had been already cut down for the 
making of the former banks. Vet did the sol¬ 
diers bring with them other materials from the 
distance of ninety furlongs, and thereby raised 
banks in four parts, much greater than the for¬ 
mer, though this was done only at the tower of 
Antonia. So Caesar went his rounds through the 
legions, and hastened on the works, and showed 
the robbers that they were now in his hands. 
But these men. and these only, were incapable 
of repenting of the wiekedtu-ss they hnd been 
guilty of, and, separating their souls from their 
bodies, they used them both as if they belonged 
to other folks, and not to themselves. For no 
gentle affection could touch their souls, nor could 
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any pain affect their bodies, since they coirld still 
tear the dead bodies of the people as dogs do, and 
fill the prisons with those that were sick. 

CHAP. XIII. 

The great Slaughters and Sacrilege that were in 

Jerusalem. 

$ 1. Accordingly Simon would not suffer Mat¬ 
thias, by whose means he got possession of the 
city, to go off without torment. This Matthias 
was the son of Boethus, and was one of the high 
priests, one that had been very faithful to the 
people, and in great esteem with them; he, when 
the multitude were distressed by the zealots, 
among whom John was numbered, persuaded the 
people to admit this Simon to come in to assist 
them, whil c^he had made no terms with him, 
nor expected any thing that was evil from him. 
But wiien Simon was come in, and had gotten 
the city under his power, he esteemed him that 
had advised them to admit him as his enemy 
equally with the rest, as looking upon that advice 
as a piece of his simplicity only : so he had him 
then brought before him, and condemned to die 
for being on the side of the Romans, without 
giving him leave to make his defence. He 
condemned also his three sons to die with him; 
for as to the fourth he prevented him by running 
away to Titus before. And when he begged for 
this, that he might be slain before his sons, and 
that as a favor, on account that he had procured 
the gates of the city to be opened to him, he gave 
order -that he should be slain the last of them all: 
so he was not slain till he had seen his sons slain 
before his eyes, and that by being produced over 
against the Romans; for such a charge had 
Simon given to Ananus, the son of Bamadus, 
who was the most barbarous of all his guards. 
He also jested upon him, and told him that he 
might now see whether those to whom he intend¬ 
ed to go over, would send him any succors or 
not; but still he forbade their dead bodies should 
be buried. After the slaughter of these, a certain 
priest, Ananias, the son of Masambalus, a person 
of eminency, as also Aristeus, the scribe of the 
sanhedrim, and born at Emmaus, and with them 
fifteen men of figure among the people, were 
slain. They also kept Josephus’s father in prison, 
and made public proclamation, that no citizen 
whosoever should either speak to him himself, or 
go into his company among others, for fear he 
should betray them. They also slew such as 
joined in lamenting these men, without any fur¬ 
ther examination. 

2. Now when Judas, the son of Judas, who was 
one of Simon’s under officers, and a person in¬ 
trusted by him to keep one of the towers, saw 
this procedure of Simon, he called together ten 
of those under him, that were most laithful to 
him, (perhaps this was done partly out of pity to 
those that had so barbarously been put to death, 
but principally, in order to provide for his own 
safety,) and spoke thus to them: “How long 
shall we bear these miseries? or what hopes 
have we of deliverance by thus continuing faith¬ 
ful to such w’icked wretches? Is not the famine 
already come against ns? Are not the Romans 
in a manner gotten within the city? Is not Simon 
become unfaithful to his benefactors? and is 
there not reason to fear he will very soon bring 
us to the like punishment, while the security the 
Romans offer us is sure? Come on, let us sur¬ 
render up this wall, and save ourselves and the 
city. Nor will Simon be very much hurt, if, now 
he despairs of deliverance, he be brought to 
justice a little sooner than he thinks on.” Now 
these ten were prevailed upon by those argu¬ 
ments: so he sent the rest of those that were 
under him, some one w T ay, and some another, 
that no discovery might be made of what they 
had resolved upon. Accordiogly, he called to the 


Romans from the fjwer about the third hour, 
but they, some of them out of pride, despised 
what he" said, and others of them did not believe 
him to be in earnest, though the greatest number 
delayed the matter, as believing they should get 
possession of the city in a little time, without 
any hazard. But when Titus was just coming 
thither with his armed men, Simon was acquaint¬ 
ed with the matter before he came, and presently 
took the tower into his own custody, before it 
was surrendered, and seized upon these men, 
and put them to death in the sight of the Romans 
themselves; and when he had mangled their 
dead bodies, he threw them down before the wall 
of the city. 

3. In the mean time Josephus, as he was going 
round the city, had his head wounded by a stone 
that was thrown at him; upon which he fell 
down as giddy. Upon which fall of bis the Jews 
made a sally, and he had been hurried away into 
the city, if Ca?sar had not sent men to protect 
him immediately; and, as these men were fight¬ 
ing, Josephus was taken up, though he heard 
little of what was done. So the seditious sup¬ 
posed they had now slain that man whom they 
were the most desirous of killing, and made 
thereupon a great noise in way of rejoicing. This 
accident was told in the city; and the multitude 
that remained became very disconsolate at the 
news; as being persuaded that he was really 
dead, on whose account alone they could venture 
to desert to the Romans. But when Josephus’s 
mother heard in prison that her son was dead, 
she said to those that watched about her, “that 
she had always been of opinion, since the siege 
of Jotapata, [that he would be slain,] and she 
should never enjoy him alive any more.” She 
also made great lamentation privately to the maid¬ 
servants that were about her, and said, “ that this 
was all the advantage she had of bringing so ex¬ 
traordinary a person as this son into the world, 
that she should not be able even to bury that son 
of hers, by whom she expected to have been 
buried herself. However, this false report did 
not put his mother to pain, nor afford merriment 
to the robbers long; for Josephus soon recovered 
of his wound, and came out, and cried aloud, 
“ that it would not be long ere they should be 
punished for this wound they had given him.” 
He also made a fresh exhortation to the people 
to come out, upon the security that would be 
given them. This sight of Josephus encouraged 
the people greatly, and brought a great conster¬ 
nation upon the seditious. 

4. Hereupon some of the deserters, having no 
other way, leaped down from the wall immedi¬ 
ately, while others of them went out of the city 
with stones, as if they would fight them; but 
thereupon they fled away to the Romans. But 
here a worse fate accompanied these, than what 
they had found within the city, and they met 
with a quicker despatch from the too great abun¬ 
dance they had among the Romans, than they 
could have done from the famine, among the 
Jews; for when they came first to the Romans, 
they were puffed up by the famine, and swelled 
like men in a dropsy; after which they all on the 
sudden over-filled those bodies that were before 
empty, and so burst asunder, excepting such only 
as were skilled enough to restrain their appetites, 
and by degrees took in their food into bodies un¬ 
accustomed thereto. Yet did another plague 
seize upon those that were thus preserved; for 
there was found among the Syrian deserters a 
certain person who was caught gathering pieces 
of gold out of the excrements of the Jews’ bel¬ 
lies; for the deserters used to swallow such 
pieces of gold, as we told you before, when they 
came out, and for these did the seditious search 
them all; for there was a great quantity of gold 
in the city; insomuch that as much was now sold 
[in the Roman camp] for twelve Attic [drams.J 



BOOK V.—CHAP. XIII. 


545 


as was sold before for twenty-five. Rut when 
this contrivance was discovered in one instance, 
the fame of it filled their several camps, that the 
deserters came to them fall of gold. So the multi¬ 
tude of the Arabians, with the Syrians, cut up 
those that came as supplicants, and searched 
their bellies. Nor does it seem to me, that any 
misery befel the Jews, that was more terrible 
than this, since in one night’s time about two 
thousand of these deserters were thus dissected. 

5. When Titus came to the knowledge of this 
wicked practice, he had like to have surrounded 
those that had been guilty of it with his horse, 
and have shot them dead; and he had done it, 
had not their number been so very great, and 
those that were liable to this punishment would 
have been manifold more than those whom they 
had slain. However, he called together the 
commanders of the Roman legions, (for some of 
his own soldiers had been also guilty herein, as 
he had been informed,) and had great indignation 
against both sorts of thdm: “\\hat! have any 
of my own soldiers done such things as this out 
of the uncertain hope of gain, without regarding 
their own weapons, which are made ot silver 
and gold? Moreover, do the Arabians and Sy¬ 
rians now first of all begin to govern themselves 
as they please, and to indulge their appetites in 
a foreign war, and then, out of their barbarity in 
murdering men, and out of their hatred to the 
Jews, get it ascribed to the Romans?” — for this 
infamous practice was said to be spread among 
some of his own soldiers also. Titus then threat¬ 
ened, that he would put such men to death, if 
any of them were discovered to be so insolent as 
to do so again; moreover, he gave it incharge to 
the legions, that they should make a search after 
such as were suspected, and should bring them 
to him. But it appeared, that the love of money 
was too hard for all their dread of punishment, 
and a vehement desire of gain is natural to men, 
and no passion is so venturesome as covetous¬ 
ness; otherwise such passions have certain 
bounds, and are subordinate to fear. But in re¬ 
ality it was God who condemned the whole na¬ 
tion, and turned every course that was taken for 
their preservation to their destruction. This, 
therefore, which was forbidden by Caesar under 
such a threatening, was ventured upon privately 
against the deserters, and these barbarians would 
go out still, and meet those that ran away before 
any saw them, and lookingabout them to see if no 
Romans spied them, they dissected them, and 
pulled this polluted money out of their bowels; 
which money was still found in a few of them, 
while yet a great many were destroyed by the 
bare hope there was of thus getting by them, 
which miserable treatment made many that were 
deserting to return back again into the city. 

6. But as for John, when he could no longer 

f ounder the people, he betook himself to sacri- 
ege, and melted down many of the sacred uten¬ 
sils, which had been given to the temple, as also 
many of those vessels w hich were necessary for 
such as ministered about holy things, the cal¬ 
drons, the dishes, and the tables; nay, he did 
not abstain fron those pouring vessels that were 
sent them by Augustus and his wife; for the Ro¬ 
man emperors did ever both honor and adorn 

* Josephus, both here and before, B. iv. ch. viii. sect. 
4, esteems the land of Sodom not as part of the lake 
Asphaltitis, or under its w r aters, but near it only, as 
Tacitus also took the same notion from him, Hist. v. 
vi. 7, which the great Reland takes to be the very 


this temple; whereas this man, w'ho was a Jew, 
seized upon what were the donations of foreign¬ 
ers, and said to those that were with him, that it 
was proper for them to use divine things while 
they were fighting for the Divinity, without fear, 
and that such whose warfare is for the temple 
should live of the temple; on which account he 
emptied the vessels of that sacred wine and oil, 
which the priests kept to be poured on the burnt- 
offerings, and which lay in the inner court of the 
temple, and distributed it among the multitude, 
who, in their anointing themselves, and drink¬ 
ing, used [each of them] above a hin of them. 
And here I cannot but speak my mind, and 
what the concern I am under dictates to me, 
and it is this: I suppose, that had the Romans 
made any longer delay in coming against these 
villains, that the city would either have been 
swallowed up by the ground opening upon them, 
or been overflowed by water, or else been de¬ 
stroyed by such thunder as the country of Sodom 
perfshed by,* for it had brought forth a genera¬ 
tion of men much more atheistical than were 
those that suffered such punishments; for by 
their madness it was that all the people came to 
be destroyed. 

7. And, indeed, why do I relate these particu¬ 
lar calamities? while Manneus, the son of Laza¬ 
rus, came running to Titus at this very time, and 
told him, that there had been carried out through 
that one gate, which was intrusted to his care, 
no fewer than a hundred and fifteen thousand 
eight hundred and eighty dead bodies, in the in¬ 
terval between the fourteenth day of the month 
Xanthicus, [Nisan,] when the Romans pitched 
their camp by the city, and the first day of the 
month Panemus, [Tamuz.] This was itself a 
prodigious multitude; and though this man w’as 
not himself set as a governor at that gate, yet 
was he appointed to pay the public stipend lor 
carrying these bodies out, and so was obliged of 
necessity to number them, while the rest were 
buried by their relations; though all their burial 
was but this, to bring them away, and cast them 
out of the city. After this man there ran away 
to Titus many of the eminent citizens, and told 
him the entire number of the poor that were 
dead, and that no fewer than six hundred thou¬ 
sand were thrown out at the gates; though still 
the number of the rest could not be discovered; 
and they told him farther, that when they were 
no longer able to carry out the dead bodies of 
the poor, they laid their corpses on heaps in 
very large houses, and shut them up therein; as 
also, that a medimnus of wheat was sold for a 
talent, and that when, a while afterward, it was 
not possible to gather herbs, by reason the city 
was all walled about, some persons were driven 
to that terrible distress as to search the common 
sewers and old dunghills of cattle, and to eat the 
dung which they got there; and what they of old 
could not endure so much as to see, they now 
used for food. When the Romans barelv heard 
all this, they commiserated their case; while the 
seditious, who saw it also, did not repent, but 
suffered the same distress to come upon them¬ 
selves; for they were blinded by that late which 
was already coming upon the city, and upon 
themselves also. 

truth, both in his note on this place, and in liis Palesiina, 
tom. i. n.234—256; though 1 rather suppose part of 
that region of Fentapolis to he now under the w aters 
of the south part of that sea, but perhaps not the whole 
country. 
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BOOK VI. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ABOUT ONE MONTH.—FROM THE GREAT EXTREMITY TO 
WHICH THE JEWS WERE REDUCED TO THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM BY TITUS. 


CHAP. I. 

Thai the Miseries of the Jews still grew worse; 

and how the Romans made an Assault upon the 

'Towei of Antonia. 

$ 1. Thus did the miseries of Jerusalem grow 
worse and worse every day, and the seditious 
were still more irritated by the calamities they 
were under, even while the famine preyed upon 
themselves, after it had preyed upon the people; 
and indeed the multitude of carcasses that lay in 
heaps one upon another, was a horrible sight, 
and produced a pestilential stench, which was 
a hinderance to those that would make sallies 
out of the city, and fight the enemy; but as 
those were to go in battle array, who had been 
already used to ten thousand murders, and must 
tread upon those dead bodies as they marched 
along, so were not they terrified, nor did they 
pity men as they marched over them, nor did 
they deem this affront offered to the deceased to 
be any ill omen to themselves; but as they had 
their right hands already polluted with the mur¬ 
ders of their own countrymen, and in that con¬ 
dition ran out to fight with foreigners, they seem 
to me to have cast a reproach upon God himself, 
as if he were too slow in punishing them; for the 
war wa9 not now gone on with, as if they had 
any hope of victory; for they gloried, after a 
brutish manner, in that despair of deliverance 
they were already in. And now the Romans, 
although they were greatly distressed in getting 
together their materials, raised their banks in 
one and twenty days, after they had cut down 
all the trees that were in the country that ad¬ 
joined to the city, and that for ninety furlongs 
round about, a9 I have already related. And 
truly the very view itself was a melancholy 
thing; for those places which were before adorn¬ 
ed with trees and pleasant gardens, were now 
become a desolate country every way, and its 
trees were all cut down; nor could any foreigner 
that had formerly seen Judea and the most beau¬ 
tiful suburbs of the city, and now saw’ it as a de¬ 
sert, but lament and mourn 9adly at so great a 
change, for the war had laid all the signs of beau¬ 
ty quite waste; nor, if any one that had known 
the place before, had come on a sudden to it 
now, would he have known it again: but though 
he were at the city itself, yet would he have 
inquired for it notwithstanding. 

2. And now the banks were finished, they af¬ 
forded a foundation for fear both to the Romans 
and to the Jews; for the Jews expected that the 
city would be taken unless they could burn those 
banks, as did the Romans expect that, if these 
were once burnt dow'n, they should never he able 
to take it; for there was a mighty scarcity of 
materials, and the bodies of the soldiers began 
to fail with 9uch hard labors, as did their souls 
faint with so many instances of ill success; nay, 
the very calamities themselves that were in the 
city proved n greater discouragement to the 
Romans than to those within the city; for they 
found the fighting men of the Jews to be not at 
all moll'fied among such their sore affliction®, 
while they had themselves perpetually les* and 
less hopes of success, and their banks were forced 
to yi<*ld to the stratagems of the enemy, their 
engines to the firmness of their wall, and their 
closest fights to the boldness of their attack; 
and, what was their greatest discouragement of 
all. they found the Jews’ courageous souls to be 
superior to the multitudes of the miseries they 
were under, by their sedition, their famine, and 
the war itself, insomuch that they were ready to 


imagine that the violence of their attacks was 
invincible, and that the alacrity they showed 
would not be discouraged by their calamities; 
for what would not those be able to bear, if they 
should be fortunate, who turned their very mis¬ 
fortunes to the improvement of their valor? 
These considerations made the Romans to keep 
a stronger guard about their banks than they 
formerly had done. 

3. Rut now John and his party took care for 
securing themselves afterward, even in case this 
wall should be thrown dowD, and fell to their 
work before the battering rams were brought 
against them. Yet did they not compass what 
they endeavored to dd, but as they were gone 
out with their torches, they came back under 
great discouragement before they caine near to 
the banks; and the reasons were these: that, in 
the first place, their conduct did not seem to be 
unanimous, but they went out in distinct parties, 
and at distinct intervals, and after a slow man¬ 
ner, and timorously, and, to say all in a word, 
without a Jewish courage; for they were now 
defective in what is peculiar to our nation, that 
is. in boldness, in violence of assault, and in run¬ 
ning upon the enemy all together, and in perse¬ 
vering in what they go about, though they do 
not at first succeed in it; but they now went out 
in a more languid manner than usual, and at the 
same time found the Romans set in array, and 
more courageous than ordinary, and that they 
guarded their banks both with their bodies and 
their entire armor, and this to such a degree 
on all sides, that they left no room for the fire to 
get among them, and that every one of their souls 
were in such good courage, that they would soon¬ 
er die than desert their ranks; for besides their 
notion that all their hopes were cut off, in case 
these their works were once burnt, the soldiers 
were greatly ashamed that subtilty should quite 
be too hard for courage, madness for armor, 
multitude for skill, and Jews for Romans. The 
Romans had now also another advantage, in that 
their engines for sieges co-operated with them in 
throwing darts and stones as far as the Jews, 
when they were coming out of the city ; where¬ 
by the man that fell became an impediment to 
him that was next him, as did the danger ofgoing 
farther make them less zealous in their attempts; 
and for those that had run under the darts, some 
of them were terrified by the good order and 
closeness of the enemies’ ranks, before they 
came to a close fight, and others were pricked 
with their spears, and turned back again: at 
length they reproached one another for their 
cowardice, and retired without doing any thing. 
This attack was made upon the first day of the 
month l’anemus [Tamuz.] So when the Jews 
were retreated, tns Romans brought their en¬ 
gines, although they had all the while stones 
thrown at them from the tower of Antonia, and 
were assaulted by fire and sword, and by all sorts 
of darts which necessity afforded the Jews to 
make use of; for although these had great de¬ 
pendence on their own wall, and a contempt of 
the Roman engines, yet did they endeavor to 
hinder the Romans from bringing them. Now 
these Romans struggled hard, on the contrary, 
to bring them, as deeming that this zeal of the 
Jews was in order to avoid any impression to be 
made on the tower of Antonia, because its wall 
was but weak and its foundations rotten. How¬ 
ever, that tower did not yield to the blows given 
it from the engines; yet did the Romans bear 
the impressions made by their enemies’ darts, 
which were perpetually cast at them, and did 
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not give way to any of those dangers that came 
upon them from above, and so they brought their 
engines to bear. But then, as they were beneath 
the other, and were sadly wounded by the stones 
thrown down upon them, some of them threw 
their shields over their bodies, and partly with 
their hands, and partly with their bodies, and 
partly with crows, they undermined its founda¬ 
tions, and with great pains they removed four of 
its stones. Then night came upon both sides, 
and put an end to this struggle tor the present: 
however, that night the wall was so shaken by 
the battering rams in that place where John had 
used his stratagem before, and had undermined 
their banks, that the ground then gave way, and 
the wall fell down suddenly. 

4. When this accident had unexpectedly hap¬ 
pened, the minds of both parties were variously 
affected: for though one would expect that the 
Jews would be discouraged, because this fall of 
their wall was unexpected by them, and they 
had made no provision in that case, yet did they 
pull up their courage, because the tower of An¬ 
tonia itself was still standing; as was the unex¬ 
pected joy of the Romans at this fall of the wall 
soon cjuenched by the sight they had of another 
wall which John and his party had built w'ithin it. 
However, the attack of this second wall appear¬ 
ed to be easier than that of the former, because 
it seemed a thing of greater facility to get up to 
it through the parts of the former wall that were 
now thrown down. This new wall appeared also 
to be much weaker than the tower of Antonia, 
and accordingly the Romans imagined that it had 
been erected so much on the sudden, that they 
should soon overthrow it; jet did not any body 
venture now to go up to this wall; for that such 
as first ventured so to do must certainly be killed. 

5. And now Titus, upon consideration that the 
alacrity of soldiers in war is chiefly excited by 
hopes and by good words, and that exhortations 
aDd promises do frequently make men to forget 
the hazards they run, nay, sometimes to despise 
death itself, got together the most courageous 

art of his army, and tried what he could do with 

is men by these methods. “ O fellow-soldiers, 
(said he) to make an exhortation to men to do 
what hath no peril in it, is on that very account 
inglorious to such to whom that exhortation is 
made; and indeed so it is, in him that makes the 
exhortation an argument of his own cowardice 
also. I therefore think, that such exhortations 
ought then only to be made use of, when all’airs 
are in a dangerous condition, and yet are worthy 
of being attempted by every one themselves; 
accordingly, I am fully of the same opinion with 
you, that it is a difficult task to go up this wall; but 
that it is proper for those that desire reputation 
for their valor to struggle with difficulties in such 
cases, will then appear, when I have particularly 
showed, that it is a brave thing to die with glory, 
and that the courage here necessary shall not go 
unrewarded iu those that first begin the attempt. 
And let my first argument to move you to it be 
taken from what probably some would think rea¬ 
sonable to dissuade you, I mean the constancy 
and patience of these Jews, even under their ill 
successes; for it is unbecoming you, who are Ro¬ 
mans and my soldiers, who have in peace been 
taught how to make wars, and who have also 
been used to conquer in those wars, to be infe¬ 
rior to Jews either in action of the hand, or in 
courage of the soul, and this especially when you 
are at the conclusion of your victory, and are as¬ 
sisted by God himself; for as to our misfortunes, 

* Reland notes here, very pertinently, that the tower of 
Antonia stood higher than the floor of the temple, or court 
adjoining to it; and that, accordingly, they descended 
thence into the temple, as Josephus elsewhere speaks also. 
See B. vi. ch. ii. seel. 5. 

t In this speech of Titus we may clearly see the notions 
which the Romans then had of death, and of the happy 
•tate of those who died bravely in war, and the contrary 
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they have been owing to the madness of the Jews 
while their sufferings have been owing to your 
valor, and to the assistance God hath afforded 
you; for as to the seditions they have been in, 
and the famine they are under, and the siege 
they now endure, and the fall of their walls with¬ 
out our engines, what can they all be but demon¬ 
strations ol God’s anger against them, and of his 
assistance afforded ns! It will not therefore be 
proper for you either to show yourselves inferior 
to those to whom you really are superior, or to 
betray that divine assistance, which is afforded 
you. And indeed, how can it be esteemed other¬ 
wise than a base and unworthy thing, that while 
the Jews, who need not be much ashamed if they 
be deserted, because they have long learned to 
be slaves to others, do yet despise death, that 
they may be so no longer; and do make sallies 
into the very midst of us frequently, not in hopes 
of conquering us, but merely for a demonstration 
of their courage; we, who have gotten posses¬ 
sion of almost all the world that belongs either 
to laud or sea, to whom it will be a great shame 
if we do not conquer them, do not once undertake 
any attempt against our enemies wherein there 
is much danger, but sit still idle, with such brave 
arms as we have, and only wait till the famine 
and fortune do our business themselves, and this 
when we have it in our power, with some small 
hazard, to gain all that we desire. For if we 
go up to this tower of Antonia, we gain the city; 
for if there should be any more occasion for fight¬ 
ing against those within the city, which I do not 
suppose there will, since we snail then be upon 
the top of the hill,* and be upon our enemies be¬ 
fore they can have taken breath; these advan* 
tages promise us no less than a certain and sud¬ 
den victory. As for myself, I shall at present 
waive any commendation of those who die in 
war,f and omit to speak of the immortality of 
those men who are slain in the midst of their mar¬ 
tial bravery; yet cannot I forbear to imprecate 
upon those who are of a contrary disposition, 
that they may die in time of peace by some dis¬ 
temper or other, since their souls are condemned 
to the grave, together with their bodies. For 
what man of virtue is there who does not know, 
that those souls which are severed from their 
fleshly bodies io battles by the sword, are receiv¬ 
ed by the ether, that purest of elements, and 
joined to that company which are placed among 
the stars; that they become good demons and 

a itious heroes, and show themselves as such 
eir posterity afterward? While upon those 
souls that wear away in and with their distemper¬ 
ed bodies, conies a subterranean night to dissolve 
them to nothing, and a deep oblivion to take 
away all the remembrance of tnem,and this, not¬ 
withstanding they be clean from all spots and 
defilements of this world; so that in this case, 
the soul at the same time comes to the utmost 
bounds of life, and of its body, and of its memo¬ 
rial also. But since fate hath determined that 
death is to come of necessity upon all men, a 
sword is a better instrument for that purpose than 
any disease whatsoever. Why is it not then a 
very mean thing for us not to yield up that to the 
public benefit, which we must yield up to fate? 
And this discourse have I made upon the suppo¬ 
sition that those who at first attempt to go upon 
this wall must needs be killed in the attempt, 
though still men of true courage have a chance 
to escape even in the most hazardous undertak¬ 
ings. For, in the first place that part of the for¬ 
mer wall that is thrown down is easily to be as- 

estate of those who died ignobly in their beds by sickness. 
Reland here also produces two parallel passages, tho one 
out of Ammianus Marcellinus, concerning I he Alani, lib. 
31, that “they judged that man happy who laid down his 
life in battle.” Tho ol her of Valerius Maximus, lib. xi 
c. G, who says, the Cimbri and Celtiberi exulted for joy 
in the army, as beiug to go out of the world gloriously 
and happily.” 
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cended; and for the new-built wall, it is easily 
destroyed. Do you, therefore, many of you, pufl 
up your courage, and set about this work, and do 
you mutually encourage and assist one another; 
aud this your bravery will soon break the hearts 
of your enemies; and perhaps such a glorious 
undertaking as yours is may be accomplished 
without bloodshed. For although it is justly to 
be supposed, that the Jews will try to hinder you 
at your first beginning to go up to them, yet 
when you have once concealed yourselves from 
them, and driven them away by force, they will 
not be able to sustain your "efforts against them 
any longer, though but a few of you prevent 
them, and get over the wall. As for that person 
who first mounts the wall I should blush for 
shame if 1 did not make him to be envied of 
others, by those rewards I would bestow upon him. 
If such a one escape with his life, he shall have 
the command of others that are now but his equals; 
although it be true also, that the greatest rewards 
will accrue to such as die in the attempt.” 

6. Upon this speech of Titus, the rest of the 
multitude were affrighted at so great a danger. 
But there was one, whose name was Sabinus, a 
soldier that served among the cohorts, and a Sy¬ 
rian by birth, who appeared to be of very great 
fortitude, both in the actions he had done, and 
the courage of his soul he had showed ; although 
any body would have thought, before he came 
to his work, that he was of such a weak consti¬ 
tution of body, that he was not fit to be a soldier: 
for his color was black, his flesh was lean and 
thin, and lay close together; but there was a cer¬ 
tain heroic soul that dwelt in his small body, 
which body was indeed much too narrow for that 
peculiar courage which was in him. According¬ 
ly, he was the first that rose up, when he thus 
spake: “I readily surrender myself to thee, O 
Caesar; I first ascend the wall, and I heartily 
wish that my fortune may follow my courage and 
my resolution. And if some ill fortune grudge me 
the success of my undertaking, take notice that 
my ill success will not be unexpected, but that 
1 choose death voluntarily for thy sake.” When 
he had said this, and had spread out his shield 
over his head with his left hand, and had, with his 
right hand, drawn his sword, he inarched up to 
the wall, iust about the sixth hour of the day. 
There followed him eleven others and no more, 
that resolved to imitate his bravery: but still 
this was the principal person of them all, and 
went first, as excited by a divine fury. Now those 
that guarded the wall shot at them from thence, 
and cast innumerable darts upon them from every 
side; they also rolled very large stones upon 
them, which overthrew some of those eleven 
that were with him. But as for Sabinus himself, 
he met the darts that were cast at him; and 
though he was overwhelmed with them, yet did 
he not leave off the violence of his attack before 
he had gotten up on the top of the wall, and had 
put the enemy to flight: for as the Jew9 were 
astonished at his great strength and the bravery 
of his soul, and as, withal, they imagined more 
of them had got upon the wall than really had, 
they were put to flight. And now one cannot but 
complain here of foitune, as still envious of vir¬ 
tue, and always hindering the performance of 
glorious achievements: this was the ca<e of the 
man before us, when lie had just obtained his 
purpose; for he then stumbled at a certain large 
•tone, and fell down upon it headlong, with a 
very great noise: upon which the Jews turned 
back, and when they saw him to be alone, and 
fallen down nlso, they threw darts at him on 
every side. However, he got upon his knee, and 
covered himself with his shield, and at the first 
defended himself against them, and wounded 
many of those that came near him: but he was 
soon forced to relax his right hand, by the multi¬ 
tude of the wounds that had been given him, till 


at length he was quite covered over with darts 
before he gave up the ghost. He was one who 
deserved a better fate, by reason of his bravery; 
but, as might be expected, he fell under so vast 
an attempt. As for the rest of his partners, the 
Jews dashed three of them to pieces with stones, 
and slew them, as they were gotten up to the top 
of the wall; the other eight being wounded, were 
pulled down, and carried back to the camp. 
These things were done upon the third day of 
the month Fanemus [Tamnz. - ] 

7. Now two days afterward twelve of these 
men that were on the forefront, and kept watch 
upon the banks, got together and called to them 
the standard-bearer of the fifth legion, and two 
others of a troop of horsemen, and one trumpet¬ 
er; these went without noise, about the ninth 
hour of the night, through the ruins, to the tower 
of Antonia: and when they had cut the throat 3 
of the first guards of the place, as they were 
asleep, they got possession of the wall, and or¬ 
dered the trumpeter to sound his trumpet. Upon 
which the rest of the guard got up on the sudden, 
and ran away, before any body could see how 
many there were that had gotten up; for, partly 
from the fear they were in, and partly from the 
sound of the trumpet which they heard, they 
imagined that a great number of the enemy 
were gotten up. But a3 soon as Caesar heard 
the signal, he ordered the army to put on their 
armor immediately, and came thither with his 
commanders, and first of all ascended, as did the 
chosen men that were with him. And as the 
Jew's were flying away to the temple, they fell 
into that mine which John had dug under the Ro¬ 
man banks. Then did the seditious of both the 
bodies of the Jew'ish army, as well that belong¬ 
ing to John, as that belonging to Simon, drive 
them away; and indeed were noway wanting as 
to the highest degree of force and alacrity; for 
they esteemed themselves entirely ruined if once 
the Romans got into the temple, as did the Ro¬ 
mans look upon the same tiling as the beginning 
of their entire conquest. So a terrible battle was 
fought at the entrance of the temple, while the 
Romans were forcing their way, in order to get 
possession of that temple, and the Jews were 
driving them back to the tower of Antonia: in 
w'hich battle the darts were on both sides use¬ 
less, as well as the spears, and both sides drew 
their swords, and fought it out hand to hand. 
Now during this struggle, the positions of the 
men were undistinguished on both sides, and they 
fought at random, the men being intermixed one 
with another, and confounded by reason of the 
narrowness of the place; while the noise that 
was made fell on the ear after an indistinct man¬ 
ner, because it W’as so very loud. Great slaugh¬ 
ter was now made on both sides, and the com¬ 
batants trod upon the bodies, and the armor of 
those that were dead, and dashed them to pieces. 
Accordingly, to which side soever the battle in¬ 
clined, those that had the advantage exhorted 
one another to go on, as did those that were 
beaten make great lamentation. But still there 
was no room for flight nor for pursuit, but disor¬ 
derly revolutions and retreats, while the armies 
were intermixed one with another; but those 
that were in the first ranks were under the ne¬ 
cessity of killing or being killed, without any 
way for escaping; for those on both sides that 
came behind, forced those before them to go on, 
without leaving any space between the armies. 
At length the Jews’ violent zeal was too hard for 
the Romans’ skill, and the battle already inclined 
entirely that way; for the fight had lasted from 
ihe ninth hour of the night, till the seventh hour 
of ihe day, while the Jews came on in crowds, 
and had the danger the temple was in for their 
motive; the P,omans having no more here than a 
part of their army: for those legions on which 
the soldiers on that side depended, were not coma 
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top to them. So it was at present thought suf¬ 
ficient by the Romans to take possession of the 
tower of Antonia. 

8. But there was one Julian, a centurion, that 
came from Bithynia, a man he was of great re¬ 
putation, whom I had formerly seen in that war, 
and one of the highest fame, both for his skill in 
war, his strength of body, and the courage of 
his soul. This man, seeing the Romans giving 
ground, and in a sad condition, for he stood by 
Titus at the tower of Antonia, leaped out, and of 
himself alone put the Jews to flight, when they 
were already conquerors, and made them retire 
as far as tne corner of the inner court of the 
temple: from him the multitude fled away in 
crowds, as supposing that neither his strength 
nor his violent attacks could be those of a mere 
man. Accordingly he rushed through the midst 
of the Jews, as they were dispersed all abroaa, 
and killed those that he caught. Nor, indeed, 
was there any sight that appeared more won¬ 
derful in the eyes of Cmsar, or more terrible to 
others, than this. However, he was himself 
ursued by fate, which it was not possible that 
e, who was but a mortal man, should escape; 
for as he had shoes all full of thick and sharp 
nails,* as had every one of the other soldiers; so 
w 7 hen he ran on the pavement of the temple, he 
slipped, and fell down upon his back with a very 
great noise, which was made by his armor. 
This made those that were running aw 7 ay to turn 
back; whereupon those Romans that were in the 
tower of Antonia set up a great shout, as they 
were in fear for the man. But the Jew’s got about 
him in crowds, and struck at him w 7 ith their 
spears and with their swords on all sides. Now 
he received a great many of the strokes of these 
iron weapons on his shield, and often attempted 
to get up again, but w r as thrown dow’n by those 
that struck at him; yet did he, as he lay along 
stab many of them with his sword. Nor was he 
soon killed, as being covered with his helmet and 
his breastplate in all those parts of his body 
where he might be mortally wounded; he also 

f lulled his neck close to his body, till all his other 
imbs were shattered, and nobody durst come to 
defend him, and then he yielded to his fate. Now 
Caesar was deeply affected oq account of this 
man of so great fortitude, and especially as he 
was killed io the sight of so many people; he was 
desirous himself to come to his assistance, but 
the place would not give him leave, while such 
as could have done it w'ere too much terrified to 
attempt it. Thus when Julian had straggled 
with death a great while, and had let but few 7 of 
those that had given him his mortal wound go oil 
unhurt, he had at last his throat cut, though not 
without some difficult) 7 , and left behind him a 
very great fame, not only among the Romans, 
ana with Cmsar himself, but among his enemies 
also; then did the Jews catch up his dead body, 
nnd put the Romans to Hight again, and shut them 
up in the tower of Antonia. Now 7 those that 
most signalized themselves, and fought most 
zealously in this battle of the Jewish side, were 
one Alexas and Gyphtheus of John's party, and 
of Simon’s party were Malachias, and Judas the. 
son of Merto, and James the sou of Sosas, the 
commander of the Idnmeans; and of the zea¬ 
lots, two brethren, Simon and Judas, the sons of 
Jairns. 

* No wonder that this Julian, who had so many nails in 
his shoos, slipped upon the pavement of (he temple, which 
was smooth, and aid with mnrble of different colors. 

tTIiis was a remarkable day indeed, the 17th of Pane- 
mus, [Tainuz,] A. D. 70, when, according (o Daniel’s 
prediction, GOG years before, the Homans, in half a week , 
caused the sacrifice and oblation to cease, Dan. ix. ‘27. 
For from the month of February, A. D. G6, about which 
time Vespasian entered on this war, to this very lime, 
was just three years and a half. See Bp. Lloyd's Tn- 
bles of Chronology, published by Mr. Marshall, on this 


CHAP. II. 

How Titus gave Orders to demolish the Tower 

of Antonia , and then persuaded Josephus to 

exhort the Jews again [to a Surrender .J 

$ I. And now Titus gave orders to his soldiers 
that were with him to dig up the foundations of 
the tower of Antonia, and make him a ready 
passage for his army to come up; while he him¬ 
self had Josephus brought to him, (lor he had 
been informed, that on that very day, which was 
the seventeenth day of Panemus, [Tamuz,f] the 
sacrifice called the daily sacrifice had failed, and 
had not been offered to God for want of men to 
offer it, and that the people were grievously 
troubled at it,) and commanded him to say the 
same things to John that he had said before, that 
“ if he had any malicious inclination for fighting, 
he might come out with as many of his men as he 
pleased, in order to fight, without the danger of 
destroying either his city or temple; but that he 
desired he would not defile the temple, nor thereby 
offend against God: that he might, if he pleased, 
offer the sacrifices which were now disconti¬ 
nued, by any of the Jews whom he should pitch 
upon.” Upon this, Josephus stood in such a 
place where he might be heard, not by John only, 
but by many more, and then declared to them 
what "Caesar had given him in charge, and this in 
the Hebrew 7 language.} So he earnestly prayed 
them “ to spare their otvn city, and to prevent 
that fire which was just ready to seize upon the 
temple, and to offer their usual sacrifices to God 
therein.” At these words of his a great sadness 
and silence were observed among the people. 
But the tyrant himself cast many reproaches 
upon Josephus, with imprecations; ana at last 
added this withal, “that he did never fear the 
taking of the city, because it was God’s own city.” 

In answer to which Josephus said thus with a 
loud voice, “to be sure thou hast kept this city 
wonderfully pure for God’s sake! the temple also 
continues entirely unpolluted! Nor hast thou 
been guilty of any impiety against him for whose 
assistance thou hopest! He still receives his ac¬ 
customed sacrifices! Vile wretch that thou art! 

If any one should deprive thee of thy daily food, 
thou wouldest esteem him to be an enemy to 
thee; but thou hopest to have that God for thy 
supporter in this war, whom thou hast deprived 
of nis everlasting worship; and thou imputest 
those sins to the Romans, who to this ver) time 
take care to have our laws observed, and almost 
compel these sacrifices to be still oflered to God, 
which have by thy means been intermitted. Who 
is there that can avoid groans and lamentations 
at the amazing change that is made in this city, 
since very foreigner* and enemies douoiv correct 
that impiety which thou hast occasioned: while 
thou, who art a Jew, and wast educated in our 
laws, art become a greater enemy to them than 
the others. But still, John, it is never dishonor¬ 
able to repent, and amend what hath been done 
amiss, even at the last extremity. Thou hast an 
instance before thee in Jechoniah,} the king of 
the Jews, if thou hast a mind to save the city, 
who, w hen .he king of Babylon made w ar against 
him, did of his own accord’go out of the city be¬ 
fore it was taken, and did undergo a voluntary 
captivity with his family, that the sanctuary 
might not be delivered up to the enemy, and that 

year. Nor is it to be omitted what very nenrlv con¬ 
firms this duration of the war, that four years before 
the war begun was somewhat above seven years five 
months before the destruction of Jerusalem, chap, v 
sect. 3. 

tThe same that in the New Testament is always so * 
called, ami was then lho common language of the Jews in 
Judea, which was ihe Syriuu dialect. 

§ Our present copies of the Old Testament want thia 
encomium upon king Jeehoninh or Jehoiaehim, which it 
6eetns was in Josephus’s copy. 
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he might not see the house of God set on fire; 
on which account lie is celebrated among all the 
Jews in their sacred memorials, and his memory 
is become immortal, and will be conveyed fresh 
down to our posterity through all ages. This, 
John, is a.i excellent example in such a time of 
danger; and I dare venture to promise, that the 
Romans shall still forgive thee. And take notice, 
that I, who make this exhortation to thee, am 
one of thine own nation; I, who am a Jew, do 
make this promise to thee. And it will become 
thee to consider who I am that give thee this 
counsel, and whence I &m derived; for while I 
am alive ] shall never be in such slavery, as to 
forego my own kindred, or forget the laws of our 
forelathers. Thou hast indignation at me again, 
and niakest a clamor at me, and reproachest me; 
indeed, I cannot deny but I am worthy of worse 
treatment than all this amounts to, because in 
opposition to fate I make this kind invitation to 
thee, and endeavor to force deliverance upon those 
whom God hath condemned. And who is there 
that does not know what the writings of the ancient 
prophets contain in them; and particularly that 
oracle which is just now going to be fulfilled up¬ 
on this miserable city?* For they foretold that 
this city shoald he taken when somebody shall be¬ 
gin the slaughter of his own countrymen. And 
are not both the city and the entire temple now 
full of the dead bodies of your countrymen? It 
is God,f therefore, it is God himself, who is bring¬ 
ing on this lire to purge that city and temple by 
means of the Romans, and is going to pluck up 
this city, which is full of your pollutions.” 

2. As Josephus spoke these words, with groans 
and tears in his eyes, his voice was intercepted by 
sobs. However, the Romans could not but pity 
the affliction he was under, and wonder at his 
conduct. But for John and those that were 
with him, they were but the more exasperated 
against the Romans on this account, and were 
desirous to get Josephus also into their power; 
yet did that discourse influence a great many of 
the better sort, and truly some of them were so 
afraid of the guards set by the seditious, that 
they tarried where they were, but still were sa¬ 
tisfied that both they and the city were doomed 
to destruction. Some also there were, who, 
watching a proper opportunity, when they might 
quietly get away, fled to the Romans, of whom 
were the high ,priests Joseph and Jesus, and of 
the sons of the high priests three, whose father 
was Ishinael, who was beheaded in Cyrene, and 
four sons of Matthias, as also one son of the other 
Matthias, who ran away after his father’s death,t 
and whose father was slain by Simon the son ot 
Gioras, with three of his sons, as I have already 
related; many also of the other nobility went 
over to the Romans, together with the high 
priests. A’ow Caesar not only received these 
men very kindly in other respects, but, knowing 
they would not willingly live after the customs of 
other nations, he sent them to Gophua, nnd de¬ 
sired them to remain there for the present, and 
told them that when he was gotten clear of this 
war, he would restore each of them to their pos¬ 
sessions again; so they cheerfully retired to that 
small city which was allotted them, without fear 
of any danger. But as the)* did not appear, (he 
seditious gave out again, that those deserters 
were slain by the Romans, which was done in 
order to deter the rest from running away, by 

♦Of this oraclo, see the note on It. iv. oh. vi. sect. 3. 

t Josephus, both hero and in many places elsewhere, 
speaks so, ihui it is most evident he’ was fully satisfied 
that God wus on the Romans 1 side, and mudo use of I hem 
now for lho destruction of that wicked niilion of I he Jews, 
which was, for ccrlain, tho irue slate of this manor, as 
the prophet Daniel first, and our Saviour himself after¬ 
ward, had clearly foretold. See Literal Accomp. of Pro¬ 
phecy, p. GJ, &c. 

| Josephus hud before told us, B. v. ch. xiii. sect. 1. 
that this fourth son of Matthias ran awny to the Romans 
before his father's and brethren’s slaughter, and not after | 


fear of the like treatment. This trick of theirs 
succeeded now for a while, as did the like trie* 
before; for the rest were hereby deterred from 
deserting, by fear of the like treatment. 

3. However, when Titus had recalled those 
men from Gophna, he gave orders that they 
should go round the wall, together with Jose¬ 
phus, and show themselves to the people; upon 
which a great many fled to the Romans. These 
also got in a great number together, and stood 
before the Romans, and besought the seditious, 
with groans and tears in their eyes, in the first 
place to receive the Romans entirely into the 
city, and save that their own place ox residence 
again; but that, if they would not agree to such 
a proposal, they would at least depart out of 
the temple, ana save the holy house for their 
own use; for that the Romans would not venture 
to set the sanctuary on fire, but under the most 
pressing necessity. Yet did the seditious still 
more and more contradict them; and while they 
cast loud and bitter reproaches upon these de¬ 
serters, they also set their engines for throwing 
of darts and javelins, and stones, upon the sacred 
gates of the temple, at due distances from one 
another, insomuch, that all the space round about 
within the temple, might be compared to a bury¬ 
ing ground, so great was the number of the dead 
bodies therein; as might the holy house itself be 
compared to a citadel. Accordingly, these men 
rushed upon these holy places in’their armor, 
that were otherwise unapproachable, and that 
while their hands were yet warm with the blood 
of their own people which they had shed: nay, 
they proceeded to such great transgressions, that 
the very same indignation which Jews would 
naturally have against Romans, had they been 
guilty ol such abuses against them, the Romans 
had now against Jews, for their impiety in re¬ 
gard to their own religious customs. JNiay, in¬ 
deed, there were none of the Roman soldiers, 
who did not look with a sacred horror upon the 
holy house, and adored it, and wished that the 
robbers would repent before their miseries be¬ 
came incurable. 

4. Now Titus was deeply affected with this 

state ot things, and reproached John and his 
party, and said to them, “ Have not you, vile 
wretches that you are, by our permission put up 
this partition wall before your sanctuary?^ Have 
not you been allowed to p'ut up the pillars there¬ 
to belonging, at due distances, and on it to en¬ 
grave in Greek, and in your own letters, this pro¬ 
hibition, That no foreigner should go beyond 
that wall? Have we not given yon leave to kill 
such as go beyond it, though he were a Roman? 
And what do you do now, you pernicious villains? 
Why do yon trample upon dead bodies in this 
temple? nnd why ao you pollute this holy house 
with the blood of both foreigners and Jews them¬ 
selves? I appeal to the gods of my own country, 
and to every god that ever had any regard to this 
place, (for I do not suppose it to oe now regard¬ 
ed by any of them;) I also appeal to my own 
army, and to those Jews that are now with me, 
and even to you yourselves, that I do not force 
you to defile this your sanctuary; and if you 
will but change the place whereon you will fight, 
no Roman shall either come near your sanctuary, 
or oiler any aflVonl to it: nay, 1 will endeavor 
to preserve you your holy house, whether you 
will or not.”j| J 

it, as here. Tho former account, is, in all probability, tho 
Iruost; lor had not that fourlh son escaped before the 
others were caught nnd puL to death, he had been caught 
and put to death with them. This last account, therefore, 
looks like an instance of a small inadvertence of Josephus 
in the place before us. 

§Of this partition-wall, separating Jews nnd Gentiles, 
with its pillars and inscription, see tho description of the 
temples, ch. xv. 

U That these sodiiions Jews were the direct occasion! 
of their own destruction, nod of the conflagration of their 
city and temple, anil that Titus earnestly and constantly 
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5. As Josephus explained these things from the 
mouth of Caesar, botn the robbers and the tyrant 
thought these exhortations proceeded from Ti¬ 
tus’s fear, and not from his good-will to them, and 
grew insolent upon it. But when Titus saw that 
these men were neither to be moved by com¬ 
miseration towards themselves, nor had any con¬ 
cern upon them to have the holy house spared, 
he proceeded unwillingly to go on again with the 
war against them. He could not indeed bring 
all his army against them, the place was so nar¬ 
row; hut choosing thirty soldiers of the most 
valiant out of every hundred, and committing a 
thousand to each tribune, and making Cerealis 
the commander in chief, he gave orders that they 
should attack the guards of the temple about the 
ninth hour of that night. But as he was now in 
his armor, and preparing to go down with them, 
his friends would not let him go, by reason of the 
greatness of the danger, and what the com¬ 
manders suggested to him; for they said, that 
“he would do more by sitting above in the tower 
of Antonia, as a dispenser of rewards to those 
soldiers that signalized themselves in the fight, 
than by coming down, and hazarding his own 
person in the forefront of them; for that they 
would all fight stoutly while Caesar looked upon 
them.” With this advice Caesar complied, and said, 
that “ the only reason he had for such compli¬ 
ance with the soldiers was this, that he might be 
able to judge of their courageous actions, and 
that no valiant soldier might lie concealed, and 
miss of his reward, and no cowardly soldier 
might go unpunished; but that he might himself 
be an eyewitness, and able to give evidence of 
all that was done who was to be the disposer of 
punishments and rewards to them.” So he sent 
the soldiers about their work at the hour fore- 
mentioned, while he went out himself to a higher 
place in the tower of Antonia, whence he might 
*ee what was done, and there waited with im¬ 
patience to see the event. 

6. However, the soldiers that were sent did 
not find the guards of the temple asleep, as they 
hoped to have done, but were obliged to fight 
with them immediately hand to hand, as they 
rushed with violence upon them with a great 
shout. Now, as soon as the rest within the tem¬ 
ple heard that shout of those that were upon the 
watch, they ran out in troops upon them. Then 
did the Romans receive the onset of those that 
came first upon them; but those that followed 
them fell upon their own troops, and many of 
them treated their own soldiers as if they had 
been enemies; for the great confused noise that 
was made on both sides hindered them from dis¬ 
tinguishing one another’s voices, as did the dark¬ 
ness of the night hinder them from the like dis¬ 
tinction by the sight; besides that blindness, 
.vhich arose otherwise also from the passion and 
the fear they were in at the same time, for 
which reason it was all one to the soldiers who it 
was they struck at. However, this ignorance 
did less harm to the Romans than to the Jews; 
oecause they were joined together under their 
shields, ana made their sallies more regularly 
than the others did, and each of them remem¬ 
bered their watchword; while the Jews were 
perpetually dispersed abroad, and made their at¬ 
tacks and retreats at random, and so did fre¬ 
quently seem to one another to be enemies; for 
every one of them received those of their own 
men that came back in the dark as Romans, and 
made an assault upon them; so that more of 
them were wounded by their own men than by 
the enemy, till, upon tne coming on of the day, 
the nature of the fight was discerned by the eye 
afterward. Then did they stand n battle array 
in distinct bodies, and cast* their darts regularly, 
and regularly defended themselves. Nor did 
either side yield or grow weary. The Romans 

labored to save both, is here and everywhere most evi¬ 
dent in Josephus. 


contended with each other who should fight the 
most strenuously, both single men and entire re¬ 
giments, as being under tne eye of Titus; and 
every one concluded that this day would begin 
his promotion, if he fought hravely. What were 
the great encouragements of the Jews to act vi¬ 
gorously, were their fear for themselves and for 
the temple, and the presence of their tvrant, 
who exhorted some, and beat and threatened 
others, to act courageously. Now, it so happen¬ 
ed that this fight was for the most part a station¬ 
ary one, wherein the soldiers went on and came 
back in a short time and suddenly; for there was 
no long space of ground for either their flights 
or pursuits. But still there was a tumultuous 
noise among the Romans from the tower of An¬ 
tonia, who loudly cried out upon all occasions to 
their own men to press on courageously, when 
they were too hard for the Jews, and to stay, 
when they were retiring backward; so that here 
was a kind of theatre of war; for what was done 
in this fight could not be concealed either from 
Titus or from those that were about him. At 
. length it appeared that this fight, which began at 
the ninth hour of the night, was not over till past 
the fifth hour of the day, and that in the same 
place where the battle began neither party conld 
say they had made the other to retire; but both 
the armies left the victory almost in uncertainty 
between them; wherein those that signalized 
themselves on the Roman side were a great 
many, but on the Jewish side, and of those that 
were with Simon, Judas the son of Merto, and 
Simon the son of Josias; of the Idumeans, James 
and Simon, the latter of whom was the son of 
Cathlas, and Janies was the son of Sosas; of those 
that were with John, Gyptheus and Alexas, and 
of the zealots Simon the son of Jairus. 

7. In the mean time the rest of the. Roman 
army had, in seven days’ time, overthrown 
[some] foundations of the tower of Antonia, and 
had made a ready and broad way to the temple. 
Then did tile legions come near the first court,* 
and began to raise their banks. The one bank 
was over against the northwest corner of the 
inner temple;f another was nt that northern 
edifice which was between the two gates; and 
of the other two, one was at the western cloister 
of the outer court of the temple,! the other 
against its northern cloister. However, these 
works were thus far advanced bv the Romans, 
not without great pains and difficulty, and parti¬ 
cularly by being obliged to bring their materials 
from the distance of a hundred furlongs. They 
had farther difficulties also upon them, some¬ 
times by their over-great security they were iu 
that they should overcome the Jewish snares 
laid for them, and by that boldness of the Jew's 
which their despair of escaping had inspired 
them withal; for some of their horsemen, when 
they went out to gather wood or hay, let their 
horses feed, without having their bridles on, 
during the time of foraging; upon which horses 
the Jews sallied out in whole bodies, and seized 
them. And when this was continually done, and 
Ca'sar believed, what the truth was, that the 
horses were stolen more from the negligence of 
his own men than by the valor of the Jews, he 
determined to use greater severity to oblige the 
rest to take care of their horses; so he com¬ 
manded that one of those soldiers who lost their 
horses should be capitally punished; whereby 
he so terrified the rest, that tnev preserved their 
horses for the time to come; lor they did not 
any longer let them go from them to feed by 
themselves; but, as if they had grown to them, 
they went always along with them when ther 
wanted necessaries. Thus did the Romans still 
continue to make war against the temple, and to 
raise their banks against it. 

8. Now, after one day had been interposed 

♦Court of the Geniiles t Court of LrraeL 
t Court of tho Gentiles. 
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Bince the Romans ascended the breach, many of 
the seditious were so pressed by the famine, 
upon the present failure of their ravages, that 
they got together and made an attack on those 
Roman guards that were upon the Mount of 
Olives, and this about the eleventh hour of the 
day, as supposing first, that they would not ex¬ 
pect such an onset, and, in the next place, that 
they were then taking care of their bodies, and 
that therefore they should very easily beat them. 
But the Romans were apprized of their coining 
to attack them beforehand, and running together 
from the neighboring camps on the sudden, pre¬ 
vented them from getting over their fortification, 
or forcing the wall that was built about them. 
Upon this came on a sharp fight, and here many 
great actions were performed on both sides; 
while the Romans snowed both their courage 
and their skill in war, as did the Jews come on 
them with immoderate violence, and intolerable 
passion. The one part were urged on by shame, 
and the other by necessity; for it seemed a very 
shameful thing to the Romans to let the Jews go, 
now they were taken in a kind of net; while the 
Jews had but one hope of saving themselves, and 
that was in case they could by violence break 
through the Roman wall; and one whose name 
was Pedanius, belonging to a party of horsemen, 
when the Jews were already beaten and forced 
down into the valley together, spurred his horse 
on their flank with great vehemence, and caught 
up a certain young man belonging to the enemy 
by his ancle, as he was running away; the man 
was, however, of a robust body, and in his ar¬ 
mor; so low did Pedanius bend himself down¬ 
ward from his horse, even as he was galloping 
nway, and so great was the strength of nis right 
band, and of the rest of his body, as also such 
skill had he in horsemanship. So this man seized 
upon that his prey, as upon a precious treasure, 
and carried him as his captive to Cagsar; where¬ 
upon Titus admired the man that had seized the 
other for his great strength, and ordered the 
man that was caught to be punished [with death] 
for his attempt against the Roman wall, but be¬ 
took himself to the siege of the temple, and to 
pressing on the raising of the banks. 

9. In the mean time the Jews were so distress¬ 
ed by the fights they had been in, as the war ad¬ 
vanced higher and higher, and creeping up to the 
holy house itself, that they, as it were, cut off 
those limbs of their body which were infected, 
in order to prevent the distemper’s spreading 
farther; for they set the northwest cloister, 
which was joined to the tower of Antonia, on 
fire, and after that brake off about twenty cubits 
of that cloister, and thereby made a beginning 
in burning the sanctuary; two days after which, 
or on the twenty-fourth day of the forenamed 
month, [Pancmus or Tamuz] the Romans set 
fire to the cloister that joined to the other, when 
the fire went fifteen cubits farther. The Jews, 
in like manner, out off its roof; nor did they en¬ 
tirely leave off what they were about till the 
tower of Antonia was parted from the temple, 
even when it was in their power to have stopped 
the fire; nay, they lay still while the temple was 
first set on fire, and deemed this spreading of 
the fire to be for their own advantage. However, 
the armies were still fighting one against another 
about the temple, and the war was managed by 
continual sallies of particular parties against one 
another. 

10. Now there was at this time n man among 
the Jews; low of stature he was, and of a dcs- 

E icable appearance; of no character either as to 
is family, or in other respects: his name was 
Jonathan. He went out at the high priest John’s 
monument, and uttered many insolent things to 
the Romans, and challenged the best of them all 
to a single combat. But many of those that stood 
there in the army huffed him, and many of them 
(a* they might well be) were afraid of him. 


Some of them also reasoned thus, and that justly 
enough, that it was not fit to fight with a man 
that desired to die, because those that utterly 
despaired of deliverance had, besides other pas¬ 
sions, a violence in attacking men that could not 
be opposed, and had no regard to God himself; 
and tnat to hazard one’s self with a person, 
whom, if you overcome, you do no great matter, 
and bj' whom it is hazardous that you may be 
taken prisoner, would be an instance, not of 
manly courage, but of unmanly rashness. So 
there being nobody that came out to accept the 
man’s challenge, and the Jew cutting them with 
a great number of reproaches, as cowards, (for 
he was a very haughty man in himself, and a 
great despiser of the Romans,) one whose name 
was Pudens, of the body of horsemen, out of his 
abomination of the other’s words, and of his im¬ 
pudence withal, and perhaps out of an incon¬ 
siderate arrogance, on account of the other’s 
lowness of stature, ran out to him, and was too 
hard for him in other respects, but was betrayed 
by his fortune: for he fell down, and as he was 
down, Jonathan came running to him, and cut his 
throat, and then standing upon his dead body, he 
brandished his sword, bloody as it was, and 
shook his shield with his left hand, and made 
many acclamations to the Roman army, and in¬ 
sulted over the dead man, and jested upon the 
Romans; till at length one Priscus, a centurion, 
shot a dart at him, as he was leaping and playing 
the fool with himself, and thereby pierced him 
through: upon which a shout was set up both by 
the Jews and the Romans, though on different 
accounts. So Jonathan grew giddy by the pain 
of his wound, and fell dow n upon the body of his 
adversary, as a plain instance how suddenly ven¬ 
geance may come upon men that have success in 
w ar, without any just deserving the same. 

CHAP. III. 

Concerning a Stratagem that was devised by the 
Jews , by which they burnt many of the Romans 
with another Description of the terrible Famine 
that was in the City . 

§ 1. But now the seditious that were in the 
temple did every day openly endeavor to beat 
off the soldiers that were upon the banks, and on 
the twenty-seventh day of the forenamed month 
[Pancmus or Tamuz,] contrived such a strata¬ 
gem as this; they filled that part of the western 
cloister* which was between the beams, and the 
roof under them, with dry materials, as also with 
bitumen and pitch, and then retired from that 
place, as though they were tired with the pains 
they had taken; at which procedure of theirs, 
many of the most inconsiderate among the Ro¬ 
mans, who tvere carried aw'ay with violent pas¬ 
sions, followed hard after them as they were re¬ 
tiring, and applied ladders to the cloister, and 
got up to it suddenly; but the more prudent part 
of them, when they understood this unaccount¬ 
able retreat of the Jews, stood still where they 
w r ere before. However, the cloister was full of 
those that were gone up the ladders; at which 
time the Jews set it all on fire; and as the flame* 
burst out every where on the sudden, the Ro¬ 
mans that were out of the danger w-erc seized 
with a very great consternation, as were those 
that were in the midst of the danger in the utmost 
distress. So when they perceived themselves 
surrounded with the flames, some of them threw 
themselves down backwards into the city, and 
some among their enemies [in the temple,] as did 
many leap down to their ow'n men, ana broke 
their limbs to pieces; but a great number of 
those that were going to take these violent meth¬ 
ods, were prevented by the fire; though some 
prevented the fire by their own swords. How¬ 
ever, the fire was on the sudden carried so far as 
to surround those who would have otherwise 
* Of the court of the Gentiles. 
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perished. As for Caesar himself, he could not, 
however, but commiserate those that thus perish¬ 
ed, although they got up thither without any 
order for so doing, since there was no way of 
giving them any relief. Yet was this some com¬ 
fort to those that were destroyed, that every 
body might see that person grieve, for whose 
sake they came to their end? for he cried out 
openly to them, and leaped up, and exhorted 
those that were about him to do their utmost to 
relieve them. So every one of them died cheer¬ 
fully, as carrying along with them these words 
and this intention of Ctesar as a sepulchral mo¬ 
nument. Some there were indeed who retired 
into the wall of the cloister, which was broad, 
and were preserved out of the fire, but were 
then surrounded by the Jews: and although 
they made resistance against the Jews fora long 
time, yet were they wounded by them, and at 
length they all fell dotvn dead. 

2. At the last, a young man among them, whose 
name was Longus, became a decoration to this 
sad affair; and while every one of them that 
perished were worthy of a memorial, this man 
appeared to deserve it beyond all the rest. Now 
the Jews admired this man for his courage, and 
were farther desirous of having him slain; so 
they persuaded him to come down to them, upon 
security given him for his life. But Cornelius 
his brother persuaded him, on the contrary, not 
to tarnish their own glory, nor that of the Roman 
army. He complied with this last advice, and, 
lifting up his sword before both armies, he slew 
himself. Yet there was one Artorius among 
those surrounded with the fire, who escaped by 
his subtilty; for when he had with a loud voice 
called to him Lucius, one of his fellow-soldiers 
that lay with him in the same tent, and said to 
him, “ I do leave thee heir of all 1 have, if thou 
wilt come and receive me.” Upon this he came 
running to receive him readily: Artorins then 
threw himself down upon him, and saved his 
own life, while he that received him was dashed 
so vehemently against the stone pavement by 
the other’s weight, that he died immediately. 
This melancholy accident made the Romans sad 
for a while, but still it made them more upon 
their guard for the future, and was of advantage 
to them against the delusions of the Jews, by 
which they were greatly damaged through their 
unacquaintedness with the places, and with the 
nature of the inhabitants. Now this cloister was 
burnt down as far as John’s tower, which he built 
in the war he made against Simon, over the gates 
that led to the Xystus. The Jews also cut off tiie 
rest of that cloister from the temple, after they 
had destroyed those that got up to it. But the 
next day the Romans burnt down the northern 
cloister entirely as far as the east cloister, whose 
common angle joined to the valley that was call¬ 
ed Cedron, and was built over it; on which ac¬ 
count the depth was frightful. And this was the 
state of the temple at that time. 

3. Now, of those that perished by famine in 
the city, the number was prodigious; and the 
miseries they underwent were unspeakable; for 
if so much as the shadow of any kind of food di J 
any where appear, n war was commenced pre¬ 
sently, and the. dearest friends fell a fighting one 
witri another about it, snatching from each other 
the most miserable supports of life. Nor would 
men believe that those who were dying had no 

♦What Josephus observes hero, that no parallel exam¬ 
ples had been recorded before this time of such sieges 
wherein mothers were forced by extremity of famine to 
eat their own children, as had been threatened to the 
Jews, in the law of Moses, upon obstinate disobedience, 
and more than once fulfilled (see my Boyle’s Lectures, p. 
210—214,) is by Dr. Hudson supposed to have had two or 
three parallel examples in later ages. He might have had 
more examples, l suppose, of persons on ship-board, or in 
a desert island, casting lots for each others’ bodies. But [ 
all this was only in cases where they knew of no possible 1 
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food, but the robbers would search them when 
they were expiring, lest any one should have 
concealed food in their bosoms, and counterfeited 
dying; nay, these robbers gaped for want, and 
ran about stumbling and staggering along like 
mad dogs, and reeling against the doors of the 
houses like drunken men; they would also, in 
the great distress they were in, rush into the very 
same houses two or three times in one and the 
same day. Moreover, their hunger was so in¬ 
tolerable, that it obliged them to chew every 
tiling, while they gathered such things as the 
most sordid animals would not touch, and endured 
to eat them; nor did they at length abstain from, 
girdles and shoes, and the very leather wb‘*;b 
belonged to their shields they pulled ana 
gnawed: the very wisps of old hay became food 
to some, and some gathered up fibres, and sold a 
very small weight of them for four Attic [drach¬ 
ma*.] But why do I describe the shameless im¬ 
pudence that the famine brought on men in their 
eating inanimate things? while I am going to 
relate a matter of fact, the like to which no his¬ 
tory relates,** either among the Greeks or Barba¬ 
rians. It is horrible to speak of it, and incredi¬ 
ble when heard. I had indeed willingly omitted 
this calamity of ours, that I might not seem to 
deliver what is so porteutous to posterity, but that 
I have innumerable witnesses to it in my own 
age: and besides, my country would have had 
little reason to thank me for suppressing the mis¬ 
eries that she underwent at this time. 

4. There was a certain woman that dwelt be¬ 
yond Jordan; her name was Ma**v, her father 
was Eleazar, of the village of JLnihezob, which 
signifies, the house of Hyssop. M;e was emi¬ 
nent for her family and her wealth, and had lied 
away to Jerusalem with the rest of the multi¬ 
tude, and was with them besieged therein at this 
time. The other effects of this woman had been 
already seized upon, such I mean as she had 
brought with her out of Perea, and removed to 
the city. What she had treasured up besides, as 
also what food she had contrived to save, had 
been also enrried off by the rapacious guards, 
who came every day running into her house for 
that purpose. This put the poor woman into a 
very great passion, and by the frequent reproach¬ 
es and imprecations she cast at these rapacious 
villains, she had provoked them to anger against 
her; but none of them, either out of the indig¬ 
nation she had raised against herself, or out of 
commiseration of her case, would take away her 
life: and if she found any food, she perceived 
her labors were for others, and not for herself, 
and it was now become impossible for her any 
way to find any more food, while the famine 
pierced through her very bowels and marrow, 
when also her passion was fired to n degree be¬ 
yond the famine itself; nor did she consult with 
any thing but with her passion and the necessity 
she was in. She. then attempted a most unnatu¬ 
ral thing, and, snatching up her son, who was a 
child sucking at her breast, she said, *‘0 thou 
miserable intant! for whom shall I prtsene thee 
in this war, this famine, and this sedition/ As 
to the war with the Romans, if they preserve onr 
lives, we must be slaves. 'I bis famine also will 
destroy us even before that slavery comes upon 
us. Yet are these seditious rogues more terrible 
than both the other. Come on; be thou my food, 
and be thou a furv to these seditious varlets, and 

way to avoid death themselves but by killing and eating 
others. Whether such examples come up to the present 
rase may be doubted. The Romans were not only willing 
but very desirous to grant those Jews in Jerusalem both 
their lives and their liberties, and to save both thoir city 
and their temple. Bui the zealots, the robbers, and the 
seditiuus, would hearken to no terms of submission. They 
voluntarily chose to reduce the citizens to that cxiremi 
ty, as to force oiothers to this unnatural barbarity, which 
in all its circumstances has not, l still suppose,been bith 
erto paralleled among the rest of mankind. 
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a byword to the world, which is all that is now 
wantiog to complete the calamities of us Jews.” 
As soon as she had said this, she slew her son, 
and then roasted him, and ate the one half of 
him, and kept the other half by her concealed. 
Upon this the seditious came in presently, and 
smelling the horrid scent of this food, they 
threatened her, that they would cut her throat 
immediately if she did not show them what food 
she had gotten ready. She replied, that “she 
had saved a very fine portion of it for them;” 
and withal uncovered what was left of her son. 
Hereupon they were seized with a horror and 
amazement of mind, and stood astonished at the 
sight, when she said to them, “This is mine own 
son, and what hath been done was mine own 
doing. Come, eat of this food; for I have eaten 
of it myself. Do not you pretend to be either 
more tender than a woman, or more compassion¬ 
ate than a mother; but if you be so scrupulous, 
and do abominate this my sacrifice, as I have 
eaten the one half, let the rest be preserved for 
me also.” After which those men went out trem¬ 
bling, being never so much affrighted at any thing 
as they were at this, and witn some difficulty 
they left the rest of that meat to the mother. 
Upon which the whole city was full of this horrid 
action immediately; and while every body laid 
this miserable case before their own eyes, they 
trembled, as if this unheard of action had been 
done by themselves. So those that were thus 
distressed by the famine were very desirous to 
die, and those already dead were esteemed hap¬ 
py, because they had not lived long enough either 
to hear or to see such miseries. 

5. This sad instance was quickly told to the 
Romans, some of whom could not believe it, and 
others pitied the distress which the Jews were 
under: but there were many of them who were 
hereby induced to a more bitter hatred than or¬ 
dinary against our nation. But for Caesar, he 
excused himself before God as to this matter, 
and said, that “he had proposed peace and li¬ 
berty to the Jews, as well as an oblivion of all 
their former insolent practices; but that they, 
instead of concord, had chosen sedition; instead 
of peace, war; and before satiety and abundance, 
a famine. That they had begun with their own 
hands to burn down that temple, which we have 
preserved hitherto; and that therefore they de¬ 
served to eat such food as this was. That, how¬ 
ever, this horrid action of eating an own child 
ought to be covered with the overthrow of their 
very country itself, and men ought not to leave 
such a city upon the habitable earth, to be seen 
by the sun, wherein mothers are thus fed, al¬ 
though such food be fitter for the fathers than for 
the mothers to eat of, since it is they that con¬ 
tinue still in a state of war against us, after they 
have undergone such miseries as these.” And 
at the same time that he said this, he reflected 
on the desperate condition these men must be in, 
nor could ne expect that such men could be re¬ 
covered to sobriety of mind, after they had en¬ 
dured those very sufferings, for the avoiding 
whereof it only was probable they might have re¬ 
pented. 

CHAP. VII. 

HOicn the Banks were completed , and the Batter¬ 
ing-Rams brought and could do jiothing, Titus 
I*avc Orders to set Fire to the Gates of the 
Temple: in no long 7'ime after which the holy 
House itself was burnt down , even against his 
Consent . 

$ 1. And now two of the legions had com¬ 
pleted their banks on the eighth day of the 
month Lous [Ab.] Whereupon Titus gave or¬ 
der* that the battering-rams should be brought, 
and set over against Hie western edifice of the 
inner temple; lor, before these were brought, the 
firmest of all the other engines had battered 
the wall for six dajs together without ceasing, 


without making any impression upon it; but the 
vast largeness and strong connection of the 
stones was superior to that engine and to the 
other battering-rams also. Other Romans did, 
indeed, undermine the foundations of the north¬ 
ern gate, and, after a world of pain 3 , removed 
the outermost stones; yet was the gate still up¬ 
held by the inner stones, and stood still unhurt; 
till the workmen, despairing of all such attempts 
by engines and crows, brought their ladders to 
the cloisters. JVow the Jews did not interrupt 
them in so doing; but when they were gotten up 
they fell upon them, and fought with them; some 
of them they thrust down, and threw them back¬ 
wards headlong; others of them they met aud 
slew: they also beat many of those that went 
down the ladders again, and slew them with their 
swords before they could bring their shields to 
protect them; nay, some of the ladders they 
threw down from above when they were full of 
armed men: a great slaughter was made of the 
Jews also at the same time, while those that 
bare the ensigns fought hard for them, as deem¬ 
ing it a terrible thing, and what would tend to 
their great shame if they permitted them to be 
stolen away. Yet did the Jews at length get 
possession of these engines, and destroyed those 
that had gone up the ladder, while the rest were 
so intimidated by what those suffered who were 
slain that they retired, although none of the Ro¬ 
mans died without haviog done good service be¬ 
fore his death. Of the seditious those that had 
fought bravely in the former battles did the like 
now; as besides them did Eleazar, the brother’* 
son of Simon the tyrant. But when Titus per¬ 
ceived that his endeavors to spare a foreign 
temple turned to the damage of his swbliers, and 
maae them be killed, he gave order to set the 
gates on fire. 

2. In the mean time there deserted to him An- 
anus, who came from Emmaus, the most bloody 
of all Simon’s guards, and Archelaus, the son of 
Magadatus, they hoping to be still forgiven, be¬ 
cause they left the Jews at a time when they 
were the conquerors. Titus objected this to these 
men, as a cunning trick of theirs; and as he had 
been informed of their other barbarities towards 
the Jews, he was going in all haste to have them 
both slain. He told them, that “ they were only 
driven to this desertion, because of the utmost 
distress they were in, and did not come away of 
their own good disposition; and that those did 
not deserve to be preserved, by whom their own 
city was already 8et on fire, out of which they 
now hurried tfiemselves away.” However, the 
security he had promised deserters overcame 
his resentments, and he dismissed them accord¬ 
ingly, though he did not give them the samepri- 
vifeges that he had afforded to others. And now 
the soldiers had already put fire to the gates, and 
the silver that was over them quickly carried the 
flames to the wood that was within it, whence it 
spread itself all on the sudden, and caught hold 
of the cloisters. Upon the Jews seeing this fire 
all about them, their spirits sunk together with 
their bodies, and they were under such astonish¬ 
ment, that not one of them made any haste 
either to defend himself or to quench the fire, 
but they stood as mute spectators of it only. 
However, they did not so grieve at the loss of 
what was now burning, as to grow wiser thereby 
for the time to come; but as though the holy 
house itself had been on fire already, they whet¬ 
ted their passions against the Romans. This 
fire prevailed during that day and the next also; 
for the soldiers were not able to burn all the 
cloisters that were round about together at one 
time, but only by pieces. 

3. But then, on the next day, Titus command¬ 
ed part of his army to qoench the fire, and to 
make a road for the mote easy marching up of 
the legions, while he himself gathered the com¬ 
mander* together. Of those there were aftsem- 




















































































































BOOK VI.—CHAP. IV. 


filed the six principal persons, Tiberius Alexan¬ 
der, the commander [under the general] of the 
whole army with Sextus Cerealis, the command¬ 
er of the fifth legion, and Larcius Lepidus, the 
commander of the tenth legion, and Titus Frigius, 
the commander of the fifteenth legion; there was 
also with them Eternius, the leader of the two 
legions that came from Alexandria, and Marcus 
Antonias Julianus, procurator of Judea; after 
these came together also the rest of the procu¬ 
rators and tribunes. Titus proposed to these, 
that they should give him their advice what 
should be done about the holy house. Now some 
of these thought, “it would be the best way to 
act according to the rules of war, [and demolish 
it,] because the Jews would never leave off re¬ 
belling while that house was standing, at which 
house it was that they used to get all together.” 
Others of them were of opinion, that “in case 
the Jews would leave it, and none of them would 
lay up their arms in it, he might save it; but that 
in case they got upon it, ana fought any more, 
he might burn it; because it must then be look¬ 
ed upon not as a holy house, but as a citadel, 
and that the impiety of burning it would then be¬ 
long to those that forced this to be done, and not 
to them.” But Titus said, that “ although the 
Jews should get upon that holy house, ana fight 
us thence, yet ougnt we not to revenge ourselves 
on things that are inanimate, instead of the men 
themselves; and that he was not in any case for 
burning down so vast a work as that was, because 
this would be a mischief to the Romans them¬ 
selves, as it would be an ornament to their go¬ 
vernment while it continued.” So Fronto, and 
Alexander, and Cerealis, grew bold upon that de¬ 
claration, and agreed to the opinion of Titus. 
Then was this assembly dissolved, when Titus 
had given orders to the commanders that the rest 
of their forces should lie still, but that they 
should make use of such as were most courage¬ 
ous in this attack. So he commanded that the 
chosen men that were taken out of the cohorts 
should make their way through the ruins and 
quench the fire. 

4. Now it is true, that on this day the Jews 
were so weary, and under such consternation, 
that they refrained from any attacks. But on the 
next day they gathered their whole force to¬ 
gether, and ran upon those that guarded the 
outward court of the temple very boldly, through 
the east gate, and this about the second hour of 
the day. These guards received that their attack 
with great bravery, and by covering themselves 
with their shields before, as if it were with a 
wall, they drew their squadron close together; 
yet it was evident that they could not abide there 
very long, but would be overborne by the multi¬ 
tude of those that sallied out upon them, and by 
the heat of their passion. However, Caesar see¬ 
ing, from the tower of Antonia, that this squad¬ 
ron was likely to give way, he sent some chosen 
horsemen to support them. Hereupon the Jews 
found themselves not able to sustain their onset, 
and upon the slaughter of those in the forefront 
many of the rest were put to flight. But as the 
Romans were going off, the Jews turned back 
upon them, and fought them; and as those Ro¬ 
mans came back upon them, they retreated again, 
until about the fifth hour of the day they were 
overborne, and shut themselves up in the inner 
[court of the] temple. 

5. So Titus retired into the tower of Antonia, 
and resolved to storm the temple the next day, 
early in the morning, with his whole armv, and 
to encamn round about the holy house. But as 
for that nouse, God had, for certain, long ago 
doomed it to the fire; and now that fatal day was 

♦These steps to the altar of burnt-offering seem here 
either an improper and inaccurate expression of Josephus, 
since it was unlawful to make ladder steps, (see the de¬ 
scription of the temples, chap. xiii. and note on Antiq. 
J5. iv. ch. viii. sect. 5,) or else those steps or stairs we 
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come, according to the revolution of ages; it wa* 
the tenth day of the month Lous, [Ab,] upon 
which it was formerly burnt by the king of Ba¬ 
bylon; although these Dames took their rise from 
the Jews themselves, and were occasioned by 
them: for upon Titus’s retiring, the seditious lay 
still for a little while, and then attacked the Ro¬ 
mans again, when those that guarded the holy 
house fought with those that quenched the fire 
that was burning the inner [court of the] temple; 
but these Romans put the Jews to flight, and pro¬ 
ceeded as far as the holy house itself. At which 
time ODe of the soldiers, without staying for 
any orders, and without aDy concern or dread 
upon him at so great an undertaking, and being 
hurried ODly by a certain divine fury, snatched 
somewhat out of the materials that were on fire, 
and being lifted up by another soldier, he set fire 
to a golden window, through which there was a 
assage to the rooms that were round about the 
oly house, on the north side of it. As the flames 
went upward, the Jews made a great clamor, 
such as so mighty an affliction required, aod ran 
together to prevent it; and now they spared not 
their lives any longer, nor suffered aDy thing to 
restrain their force, since that holy house was 
perishing, for whose sake it was that they kept 
such a guard about it. 

6. And now a certain person came running to 
Titus, and told him of this fire, as he was resting 
himself in his tent, after the last battle: where¬ 
upon he rose up in great haste, and, as he was, 
ran to the holy nouse in order to have a stop put 
to the fire; after him followed all his command¬ 
ers, aod after them follow ed the several legioDs 
in great astonishment: so there was a great cla¬ 
mor and tumult raised, as was natural upon the 
disorderly motion of so great an armv. Then 
did Caesar, both by calling to the soldiers that 
were fighting, with a loud voice, and by giving a 
signal to them with his right hand, order them 
to quench the fire. But they did not hear what 
he said, though he spake so loud, having their 
ears already dinned by a great noise another 
way: nor did they attend to the signal he made 
with his hand neither, as still some of them were 
distracted with fighting, and others with passion. 
But as for the legioDs that came running thither, 
neither any persuasions nor any threatenings 
could restrain their violence, but each one’s own 
passion was his commander at this time; aod as 
they were crowding into the temple together, 
many of them were trampled on by one another, 
W’hile a great number fell among the ruins of the 
cloisters, which were still hot and smoking, and 
were destroyed in the same miserable way with 
those whom they had conquered: and when they 
were come near the holy nouse, they made as if 
they did not so much as hear Caesar’s orders to 
the contrary, but they encouraged those that 
were before them to set it on fire. As for the 
seditious, they were in too great, distress already 
to afford their assistance [tow ards quenching the 
fire:] they were every where slain, and even* 
w’hcre beaten; and as fora great part of the peo¬ 
ple, they were weak and without arms, and had 
their throats cut wherever they were caught. 
Now’, round about the altar lay dead bodies heap¬ 
ed upon one another, as at the steps sroing up to 
it ran a quantity of their blood,* wliither also 
the dead bodies that were slain above [on the al 
tar] fell down. 

7. And now, since Caesar was noway able to 
restrain the enthusiastic fury of the soldiers, and 
the fire proceeded on more and more, he went 
into the noly place of the temple, with his com¬ 
manders, and saw' it, with what was in it, which 
he found to be far superior to what the relations 

new use were invented beforo*the days of Herod tha 
Great, and had been hero built by him though the later 
Jews always deny it, and say, that even Herod’s altar 
was ascended to by an acclivity only. 
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of foreigners contained, and not inferior to what 
we ourselves boasted of, and believed about it. 
But as the flame had not as yet reached to its in¬ 
ward parts, but was still consuming the rooms 
that were about the holy house, and Titus sup¬ 
posing what the fact was, that the house itself 
might yet be saved, he came in haste, and endea¬ 
vored <o persuade the soldiers to quench the fire, 
and gave order to Liberalius the centurion, and 
ooe of those spearmen that were about him, to 
beat the soldiers that were refractory with their 
staves, and to restrain them; yet were their pas¬ 
sions too hard for the regards they had for Caesar, 
and the dread they had of him who forbade them, 
as was their hatred of the Jews, and a certain 
vehement inclination to fight them, too hard for 
them also. Moreover, the hope of plunder indu¬ 
ced many to go on, as having this opinion, that 
all the places within were full of money, and as 
seeing that all round about it was made of gold. 
And besides, one of those that went into the place 
prevented Caesar, when he ran so hastily out to 
restrain the soldiers, and threw the fire upon the 
hinges of the gate, in the dark; whereby the 
flame burst out from within the holy house itself 
immediately, when the commanders retired, and 
Caesar with them, and when nobody any longer 
forbade those that were without to set fire to it. 
And thus was the holy house burnt down, with¬ 
out Caesar's approbation. 

8. Now, although any one would justly lament 
the destruction of such a work as this w r as, since 
it was the most admirable of all the works that we 
have seen or heard of, both for its curious struc¬ 
ture and itsmagnitude, and also for the vast wealth 
bestowed upon it, as well as for the glorious repu¬ 
tation it had for its holiness; yet might such a one 
comfort himself with this thought, that it was fate 
that decreed it so to be, which is inevitable, both 
as to living creatures, and a9 to works and places 
also. How ever, one cannot but wonder at tne ac¬ 
curacy ofthis period thereto relating; for the same 
month and day were now observed as I said be¬ 
fore, wherein the holy house was burnt formerly 
by the Babylonians. Now the number of years 
that passed from its first foundation, which was 
laid by king Solomon, till this its destruction, 
which happened in the second year of the reign 
of Vespasian, are collected to be one thousand 
one hundred and thirty, besides seven months 
and fifteen days; and from the second building 
of it, which was done by Haggai, in the second 
year of Cyrus the king, till its destruction under 
Vespasian, there were six hundred thirty-nine 
years, and forty-five days. 

CHAP. V. 

The great Distress the Jews were in upon the con¬ 
flagration of the holy House. Concerning a 

false Prophet , and the Signs that preceded this 

Destruction . 

$ 1. WHILE the house was on fire, every thing 
was plundered that came to hand, and ten thou¬ 
sand of those that were caught were slain: nor 
was there a commiseration ol any age, or any re¬ 
verence of gravity; but children, and old men, 
ar.d profane persons, and priests, were all slain 
in the same manner; so that this war went round 
all sorts of men, and brought them to destruc¬ 
tion, and as well those that made supplication for 
their lives, as those that defended themselves by 
fighting. The flame was also carried a long way, 
and made an echo, together with (he groans of 
those that were slain; and because this hill was 

•This Perea, if the word be nol mistaken ia (he copies, 
cannol well be lhat Perea which was beyond Jordan, 
whose mountains were at a considerable distance from 
Jordan, and much too remote from Jerusalem to join, this 
echo at the conflagration of the temple ; but Perea must 
bo rather some mountain beyond the brook Cedron, as 
was the mount of Olives, or some others, about such a 
distance from Jerusalem : which observation is so obviuus, 


high, and the works at the temple were very 
great, one would have thought the whole city 
nad beeQ on fire. Nor can one imagine any thing 
either greater or more terrible than this noise; 
for there was at once a shout of the Roman le¬ 
gions, who were marching all together, and a 
sad clamor of the seditious, who were now sur¬ 
rounded with fire and swurd. The people also 
that were left above, were beaten back upon the 
enemy, and under a great consternation, and 
made sad moans at the calamity they were un¬ 
der; the multitude also that was in the city join¬ 
ed in this outcry with those that were upon the 
hill. And besides, many of those that were worn 
away by the famine, and their mouths almost 
closed, when they saw the fire of the holy house, 
they exerted their utmost strength, and brake 
out into groans and outcries again; Perea* did 
also return the echo, as well as the mountains 
round about the [city,] and augmented the force 
of the entire noise. Vet was the misery itself 
more terrible than this disorder; for one would 
have thought that the hill itself, on which the 
temple stood, was seething hot, as full of fire on 
every part of it; that the blood was larger in 
quantity than the.fire, and those that w-ere slain 
more in number than those that slew them, for 
the ground did nowhere appear visible for the 
dead bodies that lay on it, but the soldiers went 
over heaps of those bodies, as they ran upon such 
as fled from them. And now it was that the mul¬ 
titude of the robbers were thrust out [of the inner 
court of the temple] by the Romans, and had 
much ado to get into the outward court, and from 
thence into the city, while the remainder of the 
populace fled iato the cloister of that outer court. 
As for the priests, some of them plucked up from 
the holy house the spikesf that were upon it, with 
their bases, which were made of lead, and shot 
them at the Romans instead of aarts. But then, 
as they gained nothing by so doing, and as the 
fire burst out upon them, they retired to the wall 
that was eight cubits broad, and there they tar¬ 
ried; yet did tw r o of these of eminence among 
them, who might have saved themselves by going 
o\*er to the Romans, or have borne up with cou¬ 
rage, and taken their fortune w r ith others, throw 
themselves into the fire, and were burnt, to¬ 
gether with the holy house; their names wert 
Meirus the son of Belgas, and Joseph the son of 
Daleus. 

2. And now the Romans judging that it w r as in 
vain to spare what w as round about the holy house, 
burnt all those places, as also the remains of the 
cloisters and the gates, two excepted; the one 
on the east side, and the other on the south; both 
which, however, they burnt afterward. They 
also burnt down the treasury chambers, in which 
was an immense quantity of money, and an im¬ 
mense number of garments, and other precious 
goods there reposiied; and to speak all in a few 
words, there it was (hat the entire riches of the 
Jews were heaped up together, while the rich 
people had there built themselves chambers [to 
contain such furniture.] The soldiers also came 
to the rest of the cloisters that were in the outer 
[court of the] temple, whither the women and 
children, and a great mixed multitude of the peo¬ 
ple tied, in number about six thousand. But be¬ 
fore C;esar had determined any thing about these 
tenple, or given the commanders any orders re¬ 
nting to them, the soldiers were in such a rage 
that they set that cloister on fire; by which means 
it came to pass, that some of these were destroy¬ 
ed by throwing themselves tlnwn headlong, and 

that it is a wonder our commentators hero tako no notico 
ol it. 

f Roland, I think, here judges well, when he interprets 
these Bpikcs (of those that aloud on the lop of the holy 
house) with sharp points: they were fixed into lead to 
jrevent the birds from sitting there, and defiling the holy 
touse ; for such spikes there were now upon it, as Jose¬ 
phus himself hath already assured us, B. v. ch. v. sect. G. 
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some were burnt in the cloisters themselves. 
Nor did any one of them escape with his life. 
A false prophet was the occasion of these peo¬ 
ple’s destruction,* who had made a public pro¬ 
clamation in the city that very day, that “God 
commanded them to get up upon the temple, and 
that there they should receive miraculous signs 
for their deliverance.” Now, there was then a 
great number of false prophets suborned by the 
tyrants to impose on the people who denounced 
this to them, that they should wait for deliver¬ 
ance from God; and this was in order to keep 
them from deserting, and that they might be 
buoyed up above fear and care by such hopes. 
Now, a man that is in adversity does easily com¬ 
ply with such promises; for when such a sedu¬ 
cer makes him believe that he shall be delivered 
from those miseries which oppress him, then it 
is that the patient is full of hopes of such his 
deliverance. 

3. Thus were the miserable people persuaded 
by these deceivers, and such as belied God him¬ 
self; while they did not attend nor give credit to 
the signs that were so evident, and did so plainly 
foretell their future desolation, but like men in¬ 
fatuated, without either eyes to see or minds to 
consider, did not regard the denunciations that 
God made to them. Thus there was a starf re¬ 
sembling a sword, which stood over the city, and 
a comet,! that continued a whole year. Thus 
also before the Jews’ rebellion, and before those 
commotions which preceded the war, when the 
people were come in great crowds to the feast 
of unleavened bread, on the eighth day of the 
month Xanthicus,f [Nisan,] and at the ninth hour 
of the night, so great a light shone round the 
altar and the holy house, that it appeared to be 
blight day time; which light lasted for half an 
hour. This light seemed to be a good sign to the 
unskilful, but was so interpreted by the sacred 
scribes as to portend those events that followed 
immediately upon it. At the same festival also 
a heifer, as she w r as led by the high priest to be 
sacrificed, brought forth a lamb in the midst of 
the temple. Moreover, the eastern gate of the 
inner [court of the temple,] which was of brass, 
and vastly heavy, and had been with difficulty 
shut by twenty men, and rested upon a basfs 
armed with iron, and had bolts fastened very 
deep into the firm floor, which was there made 
of one entire stone, was seen to be opened of its 
own accord about the sixth hour of the night. 
Now those that kept watch in the temple came 
hereupon running to the captain of the temple, 
and told him of it, who then came up thither, 
and Dot without great difficulty was able to shut 
the gate again. This also appeared to the vulgar 
to be a very happy prodigy, as if God did there¬ 
by open them the gate of happiness. But the 
men of learning understood it, that the security 
of their holy house was dissolved of its own ac¬ 
cord, and that the gate was opened for the ad¬ 
vantage of their enemies. So these publicly de¬ 
clared that the signal foreshowed the desolation 
that was coming upon them. Besides these, a 
few days after that feast, on the one and twenti¬ 
eth day of the month Artemisius [Jyar,] a cer¬ 
tain prodigious and incredible phenomenon ap¬ 
peared: I suppose the account of it would seem 

* Reland here justly takes notice, that these Jews, who 
had despised the true Prophet , were deservedly abused 
and deluded by these false ones. 

f Whether Josephus means, that this star was different 
from that comet which lasted a whole year, I cannot cer¬ 
tainly determine. His words most favor their being dif¬ 
ferent one from another. 

| Since Josephus still uses the Syro-Maeedonian month 
Xanihieus for the Jewish month Nisan, this 8th, or as Ni- 
cephorus read it, this 9th of Xanthieus or Nisan was al¬ 
most a week before the Passover on the 14th : about which 
time we learn from St. John that many used to go out of 
the country to Jerusalem to purify themselves, John xi. 
55 with xii. 1, in agreement with Josephus also, B. v. ch. 
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to be a fable were it Dot related by those that 
saw it, and were not the events that followed it 
of so considerable a nature as to deserve such 
signals; for, before sunsetting, chariots and 
troops of soldiers in their armor were seen run¬ 
ning about among the clouds, and surrounding 
of cities. Moreover, at that feast which we call 
Pentecost, as the priests were going by night 
into the inner [court of the] temple,$ as their 
custom was, to perform their sacred ministra¬ 
tions, they said, that in the first place they felt a 
quaking, and heard a great noise, and after that 
they heard a sound as of a multitude, saying, 
“Let us remove hence.” But what is still more 
terrible, there was one Jesus, the son of Ananus, 
a plebeian and a husbandman, who, four years 
before the war began, and at a time when the 
city was in very great peace and prosperity, 
came to that feast whereon it is our custom for 
every one to make tabernacles to God in the 
temple,j| began on a sudden to cry aloud, “A 
voice from the east, a voice from the west, a 
voice from the four winds, a voice against Jeru¬ 
salem and the holy house, a voice against the 
bridegrooms and the brides, and a voice against 
the whole people.” This was his cry, as he 
went about by clay and by night, in all the lanes 
of the city. However, certain of the most emi¬ 
nent among the populace had great indignation 
at this dire cry of his, and took up the man, and 
gave him a great number of severe stripes; yet 
aid not'he either say any thing for himself, or 
any thing peculiar to those that chastised him, 
but still went on with the same words which he 
cried before. Hereupon our rulers, supposing, 
as the case proved to be, that this was a sort of 
divine fury in the man, brought him to the Ro¬ 
man procurator, where he was whipped till hii 
bones were laid bare; yet did not he make any 
supplication for himself, nor shed any tears; but 
turning his voice to the most lamentable tone 
possible, at every «.roke of the whip his answer 
was, “ Wo, wo to Jerusalem.” And w T hen Al- 
binus (for he was then our procurator) asked 
him, “Who he was? and whence he came? and 
why he uttered such words?” he made no man¬ 
ner of reply to what he said, but still did not leave 
off his melancholy ditty, till Albinus took him 
to be a madman, and dismissed him. Now, 
during all the time that passed before the war 
began, this man did not go near any of the citi¬ 
zens, nor was seen by them while he said so; 
but he every day uttered these lamentable words, 
as if it were his premeditated vow, “ Wo, wo to 
Jerusalem.” Nor did he give ill words to any of 
those that beat him every day, ncr good words 
to those that gave him food; but this was his i*e- 
ply to all men, and, indeed, no other than a me¬ 
lancholy presage of what was to come. This cry 
of his was the loudest at the festivals; and he 
continued this ditty for seven years and five 
months, without growing hoarse, or being tired 
therewith, until the very time that he saw his 
presage in earnest fulfilled in our siege, when it 
ceased; for as he was going round upon the 
wall, he cried out with his utmost force, “Wo, 
wo to the city again, and to the people, and to 
the holv house.” And just as he added at the 
last, “ Wo, wo to myself also,” there came a 

iii. sect. 1. And it might well be, that in the sight of 
these this extraordinary light might apnear. 

6 This here seems to he the court of tne priests. 

I, Both Iteland and Ilavercamp in I his plaee alter tho 
natural punctuation and sense of Josephus, and this con¬ 
trary to the opinion of Valesius and Dr. Hudson, lest Jo¬ 
sephus should say, that ihe Jews built booths or tenU 
irithin the temple ,"at the feast of Tabernacles ; which tho 
latter rabbins will not alow to have been the ancient prac¬ 
tice: but then, since it is expressly told us in Nehemiah, 
viii. 16, that in still elder times, the Jetts mads booths i» 
the courts qf the house of God at that festival, Joeenhas 
may well be permitted to say the same. And, indeed, 
the modern rabbins are of very small authority in all sack 
matters of remote antiquity. 
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stone out of one of the engines, and smote him, 
and killed him immediately; and, as he was ut¬ 
tering the very same presages, he gave up the 
ghost. 

4. Now, if any one consider these things, he 
will find that God takes care of mankind, and by 
all ways possible foreshows to our race what is 
for their preservation, but that men perish by 
those miseries which they madly and voluntarily 
bring upon themselves; for the Jews, by demo¬ 
lishing the tower of Antonia, had made their 
temple four-square, while at the same time they 
had it written in their sacred oracles, that “ then 
should their city be taken, as well as their holy 
house, when once their temple should become 
four-square.” But now, what did the most ele¬ 
vate them in undertaking this war, was an am¬ 
biguous oracle that was found also in their sa¬ 
cred writings, how, “ about that time one from 
their country should become governor of the ha¬ 
bitable earth.” The Jews took this prediction 
to belong to themselves in particular, and many 
of the wise men were thereby deceived in their 
determination. Now, this oracle certainly de¬ 
noted the government of Vespasian, who was ap¬ 
pointed emperor in Judea. However, it is not 
possible for men to avoid fate, although they see 
it beforehand. But these men interpreted some 
of these signals according to their own pleasure, 
and some of them they utterly despised, until 
their madness was demonstrated, both by the 
taking of their city, and their own destruction. 

CHAP. VI. 

How the Romans carried their Ensigns to the 
Temple , and made joyful Acclamations to Titus. 
The Speech that Titus made to the Jews when 
they made Supptication for Mercy. IVhat Re¬ 
ply they made thereto; and how that Reply mo¬ 
ved Titus's Indignation against them . 

$ 1. And now the Romans, upon the flight of 
the seditious into the city, and upon the burning 
of the holy house itself, and of all the buildings 
round about it, brought their ensigns to the tem¬ 
ple,* and set them over against its eastern gate; 
and there did they offer sacrifices to them, and 
there did they make Titus Imperator,f with the 
greatest acclamations of joy. And now all the 
soldiers had such vast quantities of the spoils 
which they had gotten by plunder, that in Syria 
a pound weight of gold was sold for half its former 
value. But as for those priests that kept them¬ 
selves still upon the wall of the holy house,J 
there was a boy that, out of the thirst he was in, 
desired some of the Roman guards to give him 
their right hand as a security for his life, and 
confessed he was very thirsty. These guards 
commiserated his age, and the distress he was in, 
and gave him their right hands accordingly. So 
he came down himself and drank some w r ater, 
and filled the vessel he had with him when he 
came to them with water, and then went off, and 
fled away to his otvn friends; nor could any of 
those guards overtake him; but still they re- 
roached him for hi9 perfidiousness. To which 
e made this answer: “I have not broken the 
agreement; for the security 1 had given me w'as 
not in order to my staving with you, but only in 
order to my coming down safely, and taking up 
some water: both which things 1 have perform¬ 
ed, and thereupon think myself to have been 
faithful to my engagement.” Hereupon those 

* Take llavcrcamp’s nolo here.—“ This,” says he, “ is a 
remarkable place:” and Tertullian truly says in his Apo¬ 
logetic, ch. xvi. p. 162. that "llic eniire religion of Lho 
Roman camp almost consisted in worshipping the ensigns, 
in «wearing hv lho ensigns, and in preferring the ensigns 
before oil tho'folhcr] gods.” See what Havcrcamp says 
upon that place of Tortullian. 

|This declaring Titus Imperator by the soldiers, upon 
such signal success, and the slaughter of such a vast num¬ 
ber of enemies, was according to the usual proelioe of 


whom the child had imposed upon admired athU 
cunning, and that on account of his age. On the 
fifth day afterward, the priests that were pined 
with the famine came down, and when they were 
brought to Titus by the guards, they begged for 
their lives: but he replied, that “ the time of 
ardon was over as to them, and that this very 
o!y house, on whose account only they could 
justly hope to be preserved, was destroyed, and 
that it was agreeable to their office, that priests 
should perish with the house itself to which they 
belonged.” So he ordered them to be put to death. 

2. But as for the tyrants themselves, and those 
that were with them, when they found that they 
were encompassed on every side, and, as it were, 
walled round, without any method of escaping, 
they desired to treat with Titus by word of mouth. 
Accordingly, such was the kindness of his nature, 
and his desire of preserving the city from de¬ 
struction, joined to the advice of his friends, who 
now thought the robbers were come to a temper, 
that he placed himself on the western side of the 
outer [court of the] temple; for there were gates 
on that side above the Xystus, and a bridge that 
connected the upper city to the temple. This 
bridge it was that lay between the tyrants and 
Ca?sar, and parted them; while the multitude 
stood on each side, those of the Jewish nation 
about Simon and John, with great hopes of par¬ 
don, and the Romans about Caesar, in great ex¬ 
pectation how Titus would receive their suppli¬ 
cation. So Titus charged his soldiers to restrain 
their rage, and let their darts alone, and ap¬ 
pointed an interpreter between them, which was 
a sign that he was the conqueror, and first began 
the discourse, and said: “ 1 hope you, Sirs, are 
now satiated with the miseries of your country, 
who have not had any just notions, either of our 
great power, or of your own great weakness, but 
have like madmen, after a violent and incon¬ 
siderate manner, made such attempts as have 
brought your people, your city, and your holy 
house, to destruction. You have been the men 
that have never left off rebelling since Pompey 
first conquered you; and have, since that time, 
made open war with the Romans. Have you de¬ 
pended on your multitude, while a very small 
part of the Roman soldiery have been strong 
enough for you? Have you relied on the fidelity 
of your confederates? And what nations are 
there, out of the limits of our dominion, that 
would choose to assist the Jews before the Ro¬ 
mans? Areyour bodies stronger than ours? Nay, 
you know that the [strong] Germans themselves 
are our servants. Have you stronger walls than 
we have? Pray, what greater obstacle is there 
than the wall of the ocean, with which the 
Britons are encompassed, and yet do adore the 
arms of the Romans? Do you exceed us in cou¬ 
rage of soul, and the sagacity of your com¬ 
manders? Nay, indeed, you cannot but know that 
the very Carthaginians have been conquered by 
us. It can therefore be nothing certainly but the 
kindness of us Romans which hath excited you 
against us; who, in the first place, have given 
you this land to possess; and, in the next place 
have set over you kings of your own nation, 
and, in the third place, have preserved the laws 
of your forefathers to you, ana have withal per¬ 
mitted you to live, either by yourselves or among 
others, as it should please you; and, what is our 
chief favor of all, we have given you leave to 
gather up that tribute which is paid to God.} 
I he Romans in like coses, as Reland assures us on this 
place. 

J The Jews of later times ngreo with Josephus, that 
there were hiding places or secret chambers about the 
holy house, ns Rclnnd here informs us, where he thinks 
he has found these very walls described by lhem. 

§ Spnnheiin notes here, that I be. Romans used to permit 
lho Jews to collect their snored tribute, and send it to Je¬ 
rusalem ; of which we have had abundant evidence in 
Josephus already on other occasions. 
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with such other gifts that are dedicated to him; 
nor have we called those that carried these 'do¬ 
nations to account, nor prohibited them; till at 
length you became richer than we ourselves, 
even when you were our enemies; and you made 
preparations for war against us with our own 
money; nay, after all, when you were in the en¬ 
joyment of all these advantages, you turned your 
too great plenty against those that gave it you, 
and, like merciless serpents, have thrown out 
your poison against those that treated you kindly. 
I suppose, therefore, that you might despise the 
slothtulness of Nero, and, like limbs of the body 
that are broken or dislocated, you did then lie- 
quiet, waiting for some other time, though still 
with a malicious intention, and have now shown 
your distemper to be greater than ever, and have 
extended your desires as far as your impudent 
and immense hopes would enable you to do it. 
At this time my father came into this country, 
not with a design to punish you for what you had 
done under Cestius, but to admonish you; for, 
had he come to overthrow your nation, he had 
run directly to your fountain-head, and had im¬ 
mediately laid this city waste; whereas he went 
and burnt Galilee and the neighboring parts, 
and thereby gave you time for repentance: which 
instance of humanity you took tor an argument 
of his weakness, and nourished up your impu¬ 
dence by our mildness. When Nero was gone 
out of the world, you did as the wickedest 
wretches would have done, and encouraged your¬ 
selves to act against us by our civil dissensions, 
and abused that time, when both I and my father 
were gone away for Egypt to make preparations 
or this war. Nor were you ashamed to raise 
disturbances against us when we were made em¬ 
perors, and this while you had experienced how 
mild we had been, when we were no more than 
generals of the army. But when the government 
was devolved upon us, and all other people did 
thereupon lie quiet, and even foreign nations 
seat embassies, and congratulated our access to 
the government, then did you Jews show your¬ 
selves to be our enemies. You sent embassies to 
those of your nation that are beyond Euphrates, 
to assist you iu your raising disturbances: new 
walls were built by you round your city, sedition 
arose, and one tyrant contended against another, 
and a civil war broke out among you; such in¬ 
deed as became none but so wicked a people as 
you are. 1 then came to this city, as unwillingly 
sent by my father, and received melancholy in¬ 
junctions from him. When I heard that the peo¬ 
ple were disposed to peace, I rejoiced at it: I 
exhorted you to leave oil these proceedings, be¬ 
fore I began this war: 1 spared you even when 
you had fought against me a great while: I gave 
my right hand as a security to the deserters: I 
observed what I had promised faithfully. When 
they fled to me, I had compassion on many of 
those that I had taken captive: I tortured those 
that were eager for war, in order to restrain 
them. It was unwillingly that I brought my en¬ 
gines of war against your walls: I always pro¬ 
hibited my soldiers, when they were set upon 
your slaughter, from their severity against you. 
After every victory I persuaded jou to peace, as 
though I had been myself conquered. When I 
came near your temple, I again departed from 
the laws of war, and exhorted yon to spare your 
own sanctuary, and to preserve your holy house 
to yourselves. I allowed you a quiet exit out of 
it and security for your preservation: nay, if 
you had a mind, I gave you lea 7e to light in ano¬ 
ther place. Yet have you still despised every 
one of my proposals, and have set tire to your 
holy house with your own hands. A ml now, vile 
wretches, do you desire to treat with me by 
word of mouth? To what purpose is it that you 
would save such a holy house as this was, winch 
j9 now destroyed? What preservation can you 
now desire, alter the destruction of your temple 1 
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Yet do you stand still at this very time in your 
armor; nor can you bring yourselves so much 
as to pretend to be supplicants even in this your 
utmost extremity. O miserable creatures! What 
is it you depend on? Are not your people dead? 
is not your holy house gone? is not your city in 
my power? and are not your own very lives in 
my hands? And do you still deem it a part of 
valor to die? However, I will not imitate your 
madness. If you will throw down your arms, and 
deliver up your bodies to me, I grant you vour 
lives: and I will act like a mild master of a fami¬ 
ly; what cannot be healed shall be punished, and 
the rest I will preserve for my own use.” 

3. To that oner of Titus they made this reply, 
that “they could not accept of it, because they 
had sworn never to do so, but they desired they 
might have leave to go through the wall that had 
been made about them, with their wives and 
children; for that they would go into the desert, 
and leave the city to him.” At this Titus had 
great indignation,* that, when they were in the 
case of men already taken captives, they should 
pretend to make their own terms with him, as if 
they had been conquerors. So he ordered this 
proclamation to be made to them, that “ they 
should no more come out to him as deserters, nor 
hope for any further security; for that he would 
henceforth spare nobody, but fight them with his 
whole army; and that they might save them¬ 
selves as well as they could; for that he would 
from henceforth treat them according to the laws 
of war.” So he gave orders to the soldiers both 
to burn and to plunder the city, who did nothing 
indeed that day, but on the next day they set fire 
to the repository of the archives, to Acra, to the 
council-house, and to the place called Ophlas; at 
which time the fire proceeded as far as the palace 
of queen Helena, which was in the middle of 
Acra; the lanes also were burnt down, as were 
also those houses that were full of the dead bodies 
of such as were destroyed by famine. 

4. On the same day it was, that the sons and 
brethren of Izates the king, together with many 
other of the eminent men of the populace, got 
together there, and besought Cassar to give them 
his right hand for their security; upon which 
though he was very angry at all that were now 
remaining, yet did he not lay aside his old mode 
ration, but received these men. At that time in 
deed, he kept them all in custody,but still bound 
the king’s sons and kiusmen. and led them with 
him to Rome, in order to make them hostages foi 
their country’s fidelity to the Romans. 

CHAT. VII. 

Ilshat afterwards befell the Seditious , when they 

had done a great deal of Mischief and suffered 

many Misfortunes; and also hoiv Casar became 

Master of the upper City. 

} 1. AND now the seditious rushed into the 
royal palace, into which many had put their effects, 
because it was so strong, and drove the Romans 
away from it. They also slew all the people that 
had crowded into it, who were in number about 
eight thousand four hundred, and plundered them 
of what they had. They also took two of the 
Romans alive; the one was a horseman and the 
other a footman. They theu cut the throat of 
the footman, and immediately had him drawn 
through the whole city, as revenging themselves 
upon the whole body of the Romans by this one 
instance. But the horseman said lie had some¬ 
what to suggest to them in order to their preser¬ 
vation; whereupon he was brought, before Pinion, 
but he having nothing to say when he was there, 
he was delivered to Ardalas, one of his com¬ 
manders, to be punished, who bound his hands 
behind him, and put a riband over his eyes, and 
then brought him out over against the ftomaus, 
as intending to cut off' his head. But the mqp 
prevented that execution, aud ran away to the 
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Romans, and this while the Jewish executioner 
was drawing out his sword. Now when he was 
gotten away from the enemy, Titus could not 
think of putting him to death, but because he 
deemed him unworthy of being a Roman soldier 
any longer, on account that he had been taken 
alive by the enemy, he took away his arms, and 
ejected him out of the legion whereto he had be¬ 
longed, which, to one that had a sense of shame, 
was a penalty severer than death itself. 

2. On the next day, the Romans drove the rob¬ 
bers oat of the lower city, and set all on fire as far 
as Siloam. These soldiers were indeed glad to 
see the city destroyed. But they missed the 
plunder, because the seditious had carried off all 
their effects, and were retired into the upper 
city; for they did not yet at all repent of the mis¬ 
chiefs they had done, but were insolent as if they 
had done well; for as they saw the city on fire, 
they appeared cheerful, and put on joyful coun¬ 
tenances, in expectation, as they said, of death 
to end their miseries. Accordingly, as the peo- 

le were now slain, the holy house was burnt 

own, and the city was on fire, there was nothing 
farther left for the enemy to do. Yet did not Jo¬ 
sephus grow weary even in this utmost extremi¬ 
ty, to beg of them to spare what was left of the 
city; he spoke largely to them about their bar¬ 
barity and impiety, and gave them his advice in 
order to their escape, though he gained nothing 
thereby more than to be laughed at by them; 
and as they could not think of surrendering them¬ 
selves up, because of the oath they had taken, 
nor were strong enough to fight witli the Romans 
any longer upon the square, as being surround¬ 
ed on all sides, and a kind of prisoners already, 
yet were they so accustomed to kill people, that 
they could not restrain their right hands from 
acting accordingly. So thev dispersed them¬ 
selves before the city, and laid themselves in am¬ 
bush among its ruins, to catch those that attempt¬ 
ed to desert to the Romans; accordingly many 
such deserters were caught by them, and were 
all slain; for these were too weak by reason of 
their want of food to fly away from them; so their 
dead bodies were thrown to the dogs. Now every 
other sort of death was thought more tolerable 
than famine, insomuch, that though the Jews de¬ 
spaired of mercy, yet would they fly to the Ro¬ 
mans, and would themselves, even of their own 
accord, fall among the murderous rebels also. 
Nor was there any place in the city that had no 
dead bodies in it, but what was entirely cover¬ 
ed with those that were killed either by the fa¬ 
mine or the rehellion ; and all was full of the dead 
bodies of such as had perished either by that se¬ 
dition or by that famine. 

3. So now the last hope which supported the 
tyrants and that crew of robbers who were with 
them, was in the caves and caverns under ground ; 
whither, if they could once fly, they did not ex¬ 
pect to be searched out, but endeavored, that 
after the whole city should be destroyed, and the 
Romans gone awav, they might come out again, 
and escape from tfie.m This was no better than 
a dream of theirs, for they were not able to lie 
hid either from God or from the Romans. How¬ 
ever, they depended on these underground sub¬ 
terfuges, and set more places on fire than did the 
Romans thfinselves; and those that fled out of 
their houses thus s< t on fire, into the ditches, 
they killed them without mercy and pillaged 
them also; and if they discovered food belonging 
to any one, they seized upon it and swallowed it 
down, together with tl»*ir blood also; nay, they 

* i. t. Mount Sion. 

tThis innumerable multitude of Jews lhat were sold 
by the Romans, were an eminent completion of Cod’s an- 
cisnt threatening by Moses, lhnt, if they apostatized from 
their obedience lo his laws, they should be sold unto their 
enemies for bondmen and bondwomen , JJeut. xxviii. li8. 
Boo more especially tho note on cii. ix. seel. 2. Hut one 
thing hero is peculiarly remarkable, that Moses adds, 


were now come to fight one with another about 
their plunder; and 1 cannot but think, that had 
not their destruction prevented it r their barbarity 
wou'd have made them taste even of the dead 
bodies themselves. 

CHAP. VIII. 

How Cccsar raised Banks round about the upper 

City,* and when they were completed, gave or¬ 
ders that the Machines should be brought. He 

then possessed himself of the whole City. 

{ 1. Now when Caesar perceived that the up- 
er city was so steep that it could not possibly 
e taken without raising banks against it, he dis¬ 
tributed the several parts of that work among 
his army, and this on the twentieth day of the 
month Lous, [Ab.] Now the carriage of the ma¬ 
terials was a difficult task, since all the trees, as 
I have already told you, that were about the city 
within the distance of a hundred furlongs, had 
their branches cut off already, in order to make 
the former banks. The works that belonged to- 
the four legions were erected on the west sfideof 
the city, over against the royal palace; but the 
whole body of tne auxiliary troops, with the rest 
of the multitude that were with them, [erected 
their banks] at the Xystus, whence they reach¬ 
ed to the bridge, and that tower of Simon which 
he had built as a citadel for himself against John, 
when they were at war with one another. 

2. It was at this time that the commanders of 
the Idumeans got together privately, and took 
counsel about surrendering up themselves to the 
Romans. Accordingly, they sent five men to 
Titus, and entreated him to give them his right 
hand for their security. So Titus thinking that 
the tyrants would yield, if the Idumeans, upon 
whom a great part of the war depended, were 
once withdrawn from them, after some reluctancy 
and delay, complied with them, and gave them 
security for their lives, and sent the five men 
back. But as these Idumeans were preparing 
to march out, Simon perceived it, and immedi¬ 
ately slew the five men that had gone to Titus, 
and took their commandeis, and put them in 
prison, of whom the most eminent was Jacob the 
son of Sosas: but as for the multitude of the Idu- 
means, who did not at all know what to do, now 
their commanders were taken from them, he had 
them watched, and secured the walls by a more 
numerous garrison. Yet could not that garrison 
resist those that were deserting, for although a 

reat number of them were slain, yet were the 
eserters many more in number. These were 
all received by the Romans, because Titus him¬ 
self grew negligent as to his former orders for 
killing them, and because the very soldiers grew 
weary of killing them, and because they hoped 
to get some money by sparing them; for they 
left only the populace, and sold the rest of the 
multitude,'f with their wives and children, and 
every one of them at a very low price; and that 
because such as were sold were very r many, and 
the buyers were few: ami although Titus had 
made proclamation beforehand, that no deserter 
should come alone by himself, that so they might 
bring out their families with them, yet did he re¬ 
ceive such as these also. However, he set over 
them such as were to distinguish some from 
others, in order to see if any of them deserved 
to be punished. And indeed the number of those 
that were sold wa9 immense; but of the populace 
about forty thousand were saved, whom Ciesar 
let go whither every one of them pleased. 

3. But now at this time it was that one of the 
Though they should be sold for slaves, yet vo man should 
buy them; i. c. eilher they should havo none to redeem 
them from this sale into slavery; or, rather, that th* 
slaves to lie sold should he more than were the purchasers 
for them, and 60 they should bo sold for a little or nothing; 
which h what Josephus here affirms to havo been the 
case at this time. 
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priests, the son of Thebuthus, whose name was 
Jesus, upon his having security given him bv 
the oath of Caesar, that he should be preserved, 
upon condition that he should deliver to him cer¬ 
tain of the precious things that had been reposi- 
ted in the temple,* came out of it, and delivered 
him from the wall of the holy house two candle¬ 
sticks, like to those that lay in the holy house, with 
tables, and cisterns, and vials, all made of solid 
gold, and very heavy. He also delivered to him 
the veils and the garments, with the precious 
stones, and a great number of other precious ves¬ 
sels that belonged to their sacred worship. The 
treasurer of the temple also, whose name was 
Phineas, was seized on, and showed Titus the coats 
and girdles of the priests, with a great quantity 
of purple and scarlet, which were there reposi- 
ted for the uses of the veil, as also a great deal 
of cinnamon and cassia, with a large quantity of 
other sweet spices which used to be mixed to¬ 
gether,! and offered as incense to God every day. 
A great many other treasures were also deliver¬ 
ed to him, with sacred ornaments of the temple 
not a few; which things thus delivered to Titus 
obtained of him for this man the same pardon 
that he had allowed to such as deserted of their 
own accord. 

4. And now were the banks finished on the 
seventh day of the month Gorpieus [Elul,] in 
eighteen days’ time, when the Romans brought 
ttieir machines against the wall. But for the se¬ 
ditious, some ot them, as despairing of saving 
the city, retired from the wall to the citadel; 
others of them went down into the subterranean 
vaults, though still a great many of them defend¬ 
ed themselves against those that brought the 
engines for the battery: yet did the Romans 
overcome them by their number, and by their 
strength; and, what was the principal thing of 
all, by going cheerfully about their work, while 
the Jews were quite dejected, and become weak. 
Now”, as soon as a part of the wall was battered 
down, and certain of the towers yielded (o the 
impression of the battering-rams, those that op¬ 
posed themselves fled away, and such a terror 
fell upon the tyrants, as was much greater than 
the occasion required; for before the enemy got 
over the breach, they were quite stunned, and 
were immediately for flying away. And now 
one might see these men, who had hilherto been 
so insolent and arrogant in their wicked practices, 
to be cast down, and to tremble, insomuch that 
it would pity one’s heart to observe the change 
that was made in those vile persons. Accord¬ 
ingly, they ran with great violence upon the Ro¬ 
man wall that encompassed them, in order to 
force away those that guarded it, and to break 
through it, and get away. But when they saw 
that those who had formerly been faithful to 
them, had gone away, (as indeed they were fled 
whithersoever the great distress they were in 
persuaded them to flee,) as also when those that 
came running before the rest told them that the 
western wall was entirely overthrown, while 
others said the Romans were gotten in, and 
others that they were near, and looking out for 
them, which were only the dictates of their fear, 
which imposed upon their sight, they fell upon 
their face, and greatly lamented their own mad 
conduct; and their nerves were so terribly loosed, 
that they could not flee aw T ay. And here one 
may chiefly reflect on the power of God exer¬ 
cised upon these wicked wretches, and on the 
good fortune of the Romans; for these tyrants 
did now' wholly deprive themselves of the se¬ 
curity they had in their own power, and came 
dow'u from those very towers of their own ac¬ 
cord, wherein they could have never been taken 

* What became of these spoils of the temple that es¬ 
caped the fire, see Josephus himself hereafter, B. vii. ch. 
v. sect. 5, and Roland de Spoliis Templi , p. 129—138. 

t These various sorts of spices, even more than these 
Acr which Moses prescribed, Exod. xxxi. 34, we see were 
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by force, nor, indeed, by any other way than by fa¬ 
mine. And thus did the Romans, when they had 
taken such great pains about weaker walls, get 
by good fortune what they could never have got¬ 
ten by their engines: for three of these towers 
were too strong lor all mechanical engines what 
soever, concerning which we have treated of be¬ 
fore. 

5. So they now left these towers of themselves, 
or rather they were ejected out of them by God 
himself, and fled immediately to that valley which 
was under Siloam, where they again recovered 
themselves out of the dread they were in for a 
while, and ran violently against that part of the 
Roman wall which lay on that side; but as their 
courage was too much depressed to make their 
attacks with sufficient force, and their power w'as 
now broken with fear and affliction, they were 
repulsed by the guards, and dispersing them¬ 
selves at distances from each other, went down 
into the subterranean caverns. So the Romans 
being now become masters of the walls, they 
both placed their engines upon the towers, and 
made joyful acclamations for the victory they had 
gained, as having found the end of this war much 
lighter than its beginning: for when they had 
gotten upon the last wall without any bloodshed, 
they could hardly believe what they found to be 
true; but seeing nobody to oppose them, they 
stood in doubt what such an unusual solitude 
could mean. But when they went in numbers 
into the lanes of the city, with their swords 
drawn, they slew those whom they overtook 
without mercy, and set fire to the houses whither 
the Jews were fled, and burnt every soul in them, 
and laid waste a great many of the rest; and 
when they were come to the houses to plunder 
them, they found in them entire families of dead 
men, and the upper rooms full of dead corpses, 
that is, of such as died by the famine; they then 
stood in a horror at this sight, and went out with¬ 
out touching any thing. But although they had 
this commiseration for such as were destroyed 
in that manner, yet had they not the same for 
those that were still alive, but they ran every one 
through whom they met with, and obstructed the 
very lanes with their dead bodies, and made the 
whole city run down with blood, to such a de¬ 
gree indeed that the fire of many of the houses 
was quenched with these men’s blood. And truly 
so it happened, that though the slayers left off'at 
the evening, vet did the fire greatly prevail in 
the night; and as all was burning, came that 
eighth day of the month Gorpieus [Elul,] upon 
Jerusalem, a city that had been liable to so many 
miseries during this siege, that, had i( always en¬ 
joyed as much happiness from its first foundation, 
it would certainly have been the envy of the 
world. Nor did it on any otheraccount so much 
deserve these sore misfortunes, as by producing 
such a generation of men as were the occasion 
of this its overthrow. 

ciiap. ix. 

What Injunctions Ca-sargare when he was come 
within the City . The number of the Captives, 
and of those that perished in the Siege; as also 
concerning those that had escaped itito the sub- 
terranean Caverns, among whom ivere the <y- 
rants Simon and John themselves. 

5 1. Now when Titus was come into this [up¬ 
per] city, he ndmired not only some other places 
of strength in it, but particularly those strong 
towers which the tyrants in their mad conduct 
had relinquished: for when he saw their solid al 
titude, and the largeness of their several stones, 
and the exactness of their joints, as also how 
great was their breadth, aud liow extensive their 

used in the public worship under Herod’s temple, parti¬ 
cularly cinnamon and cassia ; which Keland takes parti- 
cular notice of, as agreeing with the later testimony of 
the Talmudists. 
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length, he expressed himself after the manner 
following: “ We have certainly had God for our 
assistant in this war, and it was no other than 
God who ejected the Jews out of these fortifica¬ 
tions; for what could the hands of men, or any 
machines, do towards overthrowing these tow¬ 
ers?” At which time he had many such dis¬ 
courses to his friends: he also let such go free 
as had been bound by the tyrants, and were left 
in the prisons. To conclude, when he entirely 
demolished the rest of the city, and overthrew 
ns walls, he left these towers as a monument of 
his good fortune, which had proved his auxiliary, 
and enabled him to take what could not other¬ 
wise have been taken by him. 

2. And now, since his soldiers were already 
quite tired with killing men, and yet there ap¬ 
peared to be a vast multitude still remaining 
alive, Caesar gave orders that they should kill 
none but those that were in arms, and opposed 
them, but should take the rest alive. But, to¬ 
gether with those whom they had orders to slay, 
they slew the aged and infirm; but for those that 
were in their nourishing age, and who might be 
useful to them, they drove them together into 
the temple, and shut them up within tne walls of 
the court of the women; over which Cmsar set 
one of his freedmen, as also Fronto, one of his 
own friends, which last was to determine every 
one’s fate, according to his merits. So this Fronto 
slew all those that nad been seditious, and rob¬ 
bers, who had been impeached one by another; 
but of the young men he chose out the tallest and 
most beautiful, and reserved them for the tri¬ 
umph; and as for the rest of the multitude that 
were above seventeen years old, he put them into 
bonds, and sent them to the Egyptian mines.* 
Titus also sent a great number into the provin¬ 
ces, as a present to them, that they might be de¬ 
stroyed upon the theatres, by the sword, and by 
the wild beasts; but those that were under se¬ 
venteen years of age were sold for slaves. Now 
during the days wherein Fronto was distinguish¬ 
ing these men, there perished, for want of food, 
eleven thousand; some of whom did not taste 
any food, through the hatred their guards bore to 
them, and others would not take in any when it 
was given to them. The multitude also was so 
very great, that they were in want even of corn 
for their sustenance. 

3. Now the number}- of those that were carried 
captive during this whole war was collected to be 
ninety seven thousand; as was the number of 
those who perished duringthe whole siege eleven 
hundred thousand, the greater part of whom 
were indeed of the same nation, £with the citi¬ 
zens of Jerusalem,] but not belonging to the city 
itself; for they were come up from ail the coun¬ 
try to the feast of unleavened bread, and were on 
a sudden shut up by an army, which at the very first 
occasioned so great a straitness among them, that 
there came a pestilential destruction upon them, 
and soon afterward such a famine as destroyed 
them more suddenly. And that this city could 
contain so many people in it, is manifest by that 

‘See the several predictions, that the Jews, if they be¬ 
came obstinate in their idolatry and wickedness, should 
bo sent again, or sold, into Egypt, for their punishment, 
Doui. xxviii. G8; Jer. xliv. 7; lion. viii. 12; ix. 3; xi. -I, 
5; Esd. xv. 10—13, with authentic Records, l’nrt i. page 
4‘J, 121, and Roland's Palestina, lom. ii. page 715. 

fThc whole multitude of Jews that were destroyed 
during the cutiro seven years before this timo, in all the 
countries of and bordering on Judea, is summed up by 
Archbishop Usher, from Eypsius, out of Josephus, at the 
year of Christ 70, and amounts lo 1.337,41)0. Nor could 
thero have been lbat number of Jews in Jerusalem to bo 
deatroyed in this siege, os will be presently set down by 
Josephus; but that both Jews and proselytes of juslico 
were just then come up out of the other countries of On- 
Wee, Samaria, Judea, Perea, and other remoter regions, 
to the Passovor, in vast numbers, and therein cooped up, 
os in a prison, by the Roman army, ns Josephus himself 
well observes in this and the next section, and as is ex¬ 
actly related elsewhere, B. v. ch. iii.acc. 1, andcb.xiii.7. 


number of them which was taken under Cestiua 
who being desirous of informing Nero of th« 
power of the city, who otherwise was disposed 
to contemn that nation, entreated the high 
priests, if the thing were possible, to take tne 
number of their whole multitude. So these high 
priests, upon the coming of that feast which is 
called the Passover, when they slay their sacri¬ 
fices, from the ninth hour till the eleventh, but so 
that a company not less than ten} belong to every 
sacrifice, (tor it is not lawful for them to feast 
singly by themselves,) and many of us are twenty 
in a company, found the number of sacrifices was 
• wo hundred fifty-six thousand and five hundred, 
wnioi* vrpoa the allowance cf no more than tea 
that feast together, amounts to two millions seven 
hundred thousand and two hundred persons that 
were pure and holy, for as to those who have the 
leprosy, or the gonorrhoea, or women that have 
their monthly courses, or such as are otherwise 
polluted, it is not lawful for them to be partakers 
of this sacrifice; nor indeed for any foreigner* 
neither, who come hither to worship. 

4. Now rhis vast multitude is indeed collected 
out of remote places, but the eatire nation was 
now shut up by fate,,.as in a prison, and the Ro¬ 
man army encompassed the city when it was 
crowded with inhabitants. Accordingly the mul 
titude of those that therein perished, exceeded 
all the destructions that either men or God evei 
brought upon the world; for, to speak only ot 
what was publicly known, the Romans slew 
some of them, some they carried captives, and 
others they made a search for under ground, and 
when they found where they were, they broke 
up the ground and slew all they met with. There 
were also found slain there above two thousand 
persons, partly by their own hands, and partly by 
one another, but chiefly destroyed by the famine; 
but then, the ill savor of the dead bodies was 
most offensive to those that lighted upon them, 
insomuch that some were obliged to get away 
immediately, while others were so greedy of gain, 
that they would go in among the dead bodies 
that lav on heaps, and tread upon them; for a 
great (leal of treasure was found in these caverns, 
and the hope of gain made every way of getting 
it to be esteemed lawful. Many also of those 
that ha^ been put in prison by the tyrants were 
now brought out: for they did not leave off their 
barbarous cruelty at the Very last: yet did God 
avenge himself upon them both, in a manner 
agreeable to justice. As for John, he wanted 
food together with his bretnren, in these caverns, 
and begged that the Romans would now give him 
their right hand for security, which he had often 
proudly rejected before: but for Simon, he strug¬ 
gled hard with the distress he was in, til) he was 
forced to surrender himself, as we shall relate 
hereafter: so lie was reserved for the triumph, 
and to be then slain; as was John condemned to 
perpetual imprisonment. And now the Romans 
set fire to the extreme parts of the city, and 
burnt them down, and entirely demolished its 
walls. 

J This number of a company for one paschal lamh, be¬ 
tween ten nnd twenty, agrees exactly with the number 
thirteen, at our Saviour’s last passover. As to the whols 
number of the Jews that used to comeupto the Passover, 
and rat of it at Jerusalem, sec the note on II. ii. ch. xiv. 
sect. 3. This number ought to be here, indeed, just ten 
times the number of the lambs, or just 2,505,000, by Jo¬ 
sephus’s own reasoning; whrreus it is in his present co¬ 
pies no loss than 2,700,000, which last number is, howev¬ 
er, nearest the oilier number in the place now oiled, 
which is 3,000,000. But what is here chiefly remarkahl* 
is this, that no foreign nation ever came thus to destroy 
the Jews at any of their solemn festivals, from tho day* 
of Moses tilt this time, but came now upon tbeir apostacy 
from (lod, aod from disobedience to bim. Nor is it possi¬ 
ble, in the naturo of tilings, that in any other natiun, 
such vast numbers should be gotten together, and perish 
in the siege of any one city whatsoever, as now happened 
in Jerusalem. 
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CHAP. X. 

That whereas the City of Jerusalem had been five 
times taken formerly, this was the second time of 
its Desolation. A brief Account of its History. 
$ 1. And thus was Jerusalem taken, in the 
second year of the reign of Vespasian, on the 
eighth day of the month Gorpieus, [Elul.] It 
had been taken five times before,* though this 
was the second time of its desolation; for Shi- 
shak the king of Egypt, and after him Antiochus, 
and after him Ponipey, and after him Sosias and 
Herod, took the city, but still preserved it; but 
before all these, the king of Babylon conquered 
it, and made it desolate, one thousand four hun¬ 
dred and sixty-eight years and six months after it 
was built. But he who first builtf it was a potent 
man among the Canaanites, and is in our tongue 
called [Melchisedek,] The Righteous King, for 
such he really was; on which account he was 

* Besides these five here enumerated who had taken 
Jerusalem of old, Josephus, upon farther recollection, 
reckons a sixth, Antiq. B. xii. eh. i. sect. 1, who should 
have been here inserted in the second place, I mean Pto¬ 
lemy, the son of Lagus. 

f Why the great Bochart should say, De Phoenic. Co¬ 
lon. B. ii. ch. iv. that “there are in this clause of Josephus 
as many mistakes as words,” 1 do by no means understand. 
Josephus thought Melchisedek first built or rebuilt and 
adorned this city, and that it was then called Salem , as 
Psal. Ixxvi. 2, that it afterwards came to be called Jerusa¬ 
lem; and that Melchisedek, being a priest as well as a 
king, built to the true God therein a temple, or place for 
ublie divine worship and sacrifice; all which things may 
e very true for aught wo know to the contrary. And for 
the word *spov or Temple , as if it must needs helong to 
the Great Temple built by Solomon loug afterward, Jose¬ 
phus himself uses v«e?, for the small tabernacle of Moses, 
Antiq. B. iii, ch. vi. sect. 4. See also Antiq. B. iii. ch. vi. 
sect. 1, as he here presently uses for a large and 
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[there] the first priest of God, and first built a 
temple [there,] and called the city Jerusalem, 
which was formerly called Salem. However, 
David, the king of the Jews, ejected the Canaan¬ 
ites, and settled his own people therein. It waa 
demolished entirely by the Babylonians, four 
hundred and seventy-seven years and six months 
alter him. And from king David, who was the 
first of the Jews who reigned therein, to this de¬ 
struction under Titus, were one thousand one 
hundred and seventy-nine years; but from its 
first building, till this last destruction, were two 
thousand one hundred seventy-seven years; yet 
hath not its great antiquity, nor its vast riches, 
nor the diffusion of its nation over all the habi¬ 
table earth, nor the greatness of the veneration 
paid to it on a religious account, been sufficient 
to preserve it from being destroyed. And thus 
ended the siege of Jerusalem. 


splendid synagogue of the Jews at Antioch only, B. vii. 
ch. iii. sect. 3. 

N. B. This is the proper place for such as have closely 
attended to these latter Books of the War, to peruse, and 
that with equal attention, those distinct and plain predic¬ 
tions of Jesus of Nazareth, in the gospels thereto relating, 
as compared with their exact completions in Josephus’s 
history; upon which completions, as Dr. Whitby well ob¬ 
serves, Annotat. on Matlh. xxiv. 2, no small part of the 
evidence for the truth of the Christian religion does de¬ 
pend ; and as I have, step by step, compared them together 
in my Literal Accomplishment of Scripture Prophecies. 
The reader is toobserve further, that the true reason why 
I have so seldom taken notice of those c< mpletions in the 
course of these notes, notwithstanding their being so very 
remarkable, and frequently so very obvious, is this, that 
I had entirely prevented myself in that . rentise before¬ 
hand ; to which therefore, 1 must here, once for all, seri¬ 
ously refer every inquisitive reader. 


BOOK VII. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ABOUT THREE YEARS.—FROM TIIETAKING OF JERUSALEM 
BY TITUS, TO THE SEDITION OF THE JEWS AT GYRENE. 


CHAP. I. 

How the entire City of Jerusalem was demolish¬ 
ed, excepting three Towers: and how Titus 
commended his Soldiers in a Speech made to 
them, and distributed Rewards to them, and 
then dismissed many of them. 

§ 1. Now as soon as the army had no more 
people to slay or to plunder, because there remain¬ 
ed none to be the objects of their fury, (for they 
would not have spared any, had there remained 
any other such work to be done,) C.tsar gave or¬ 
ders that they should now demolish the entire 
city and temple, but should leave as many of the 
towers standing as were of the greatest emi- 
nency, that is, Phasaelus, and Hippicus, and 
Manamne, and so much of the wall as enclosed 
the city on the west side. This wall was spared, 
in order to afford a camp for such as were to lie 
ja garrison, as were the towers also spared, in 
order to demonstrate to posterity what kind of 
city it was, and how well fortified, which the Ro¬ 
man valor had subdued; but for all the rest of 
the wall, it was so thoroughly laid even with the 
ground by those that dug it up to the foundation, 
that there was left nothing to make those that 
came thither believe it had ever been inhabited. 
This was the end which Jerusalem came to by 
the madness of those that were for innovations; 
a city otherwise of great magnificence, and of 
mighty fame among all mankind. 

2. cut Caisar resolved to leave there as a 
guard the tenth legion, with certain troops of 
horsemen, and companies of footmen. So, having 
entirely completed this war, he was desirous to 
commend his whole army on account of the great 


exploits they had performed, and to bestow pro¬ 
per rewards on such as had signalized them¬ 
selves therein. He had therefore a great tribu¬ 
nal made for him in the midst of the place where 
he had formerly encamped, and stood upon it 
with his principal commanders about him, and 
spoke so as to be heard by the whole army in 
the manner following: “That he returned them 
abundance of thanks for their good will which 
they had showed to him: he commended them 
for that ready obedience they had exhibited in 
this whole war, which obedience had appeared 
in the many and great dangers which they had 
courageously undergone; as also, for that courage 
they had shown, and had thereby augmented of 
themselves their country’s power, and had made 
it evident to all men, that neither the. multitude 
of their enemies, nor the strength of their places, 
nor the largeness of their cities, nor the rash 
boldness and brutish rage of their antagonists, 
were sufficient at any time to get clear of the 
Roman valor, although some of them may 
have fortune in many respects on their side. He 
said further, that it was but reasonable for them 
to put an end to this war, now it had lasted so 
long, for they had nothing better to wish for 
when they entered into it; and that this happen¬ 
ed more favorably for them, and more for their 
glory, that all the Romans had willingly accepted 
of those for their governors, and the curators of 
their dominions, whom they had chosen for them, 
and had sent into their own country for that pur¬ 
pose, which still continued under the manage¬ 
ment of those whom they had pitched on, and 
were thankful to them for pitching upon them 
That accordingly, although he did both admire, 
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and tenderly regard them all, because he knew 
that every one of them had gone as cheerfully 
about their work as their abilities and opportuni¬ 
ties would give them leave; yet he said, that he 
would immediately bestow rewards and dignities 
on those that had fought the most bravely, and 
with greater force, and had signalized their con¬ 
duct in the most glorious manner, and had made 
his army more famous by their noble exploits; 
and that no one who had been willing to take 
more pains than another should miss of a just 
retribution for the same: for that he had been 
exceeding careful about this matter, and that the 
more, because he had much rather reward the 
virtues of his fellow-soldiers than punish such a9 
had offended.” 

3. Hereupon Titus ordered those whose busi¬ 
ness it was to read the list of all that had per¬ 
formed great exploits in this war, whom he call¬ 
ed to him by their names, and commended them 
before the company, and rejoiced in them in the 
same manner as a man would have rejoiced in 
his own exploits. He also put on their heads 
crown 9 of gold, and golden ornaments about 
their necks, and gave them long spears of gold, 
and ensigns that were made of silver, and re¬ 
moved every one of them to a higher rank; and, 
besides this, he plentifully distributed among 
them out of the spoils, and the other prey they 
had taken, silver, and gold, and garments. So 
when they had all these honors bestowed on 
them, according to his own appointment made 
to every one, and he had wished all.sorts of hap¬ 
piness to the whole army, he came down, among 
the great acclamations which were made to him, 
and then betook himself to offer thank-offerings 
to the gods,] and at once sacrificed a vast num- 
er of oxen, that stood ready at the altars, and 
distributed them among the army to feast on. 
And when he had stayed three days among the 
principal commanders, and so long feasted with 
them, he sent away the rest ot his army to the 
several places where they would be every one 
best situated; but permitted the tenth legion to 
stay as a guard at Jerusalem, and did not send 
them away beyond Euphrates, where they had 
been before. Xnd as he remembered that the 
twelfth legion had given way to the Jews, under 
Cestius, their general, he expelled them out of 
all Syria, for they had lain formerly at Rapha- 
nea, and 9 e»t them away to a place called JVlele- 
tine, near Euphrates, which is in the limits of 
Armenia and Cappadocia: he also thought fit 
that two of the legions should stay with him, till 
he should go to Egypt. He then went down with 
his army to that Caesarea which lay by the sea¬ 
side, and there laid up the rest of his spoils in 
great quantities, and gave order that the cap- 
lives should be kept there; for the winter season 
hindered them from sailing into Italy. 

CHAP. II. 

How Titus exhibited all sorts of shows at Ccesa - 

rea Fhilippi. Concerning Simon the Tyrant , 

how he was taken , and reserved for the Tri¬ 
umph. 

$ 1. Now, at the. same lime that Titus Caesar 
lay at the siege of Jerusalem, did Vespasian go 
on board a merchant ship, and sailed from Alex¬ 
andria to Rhodes; whence he sailed away in 
ships with three rows of oars, and as he touched 
at several cities that lay in his road, he was joy¬ 
fully received by them all. and so passed over 
from Ionia into Greece; whence he 3ct sail from 
Corcyra to the promontory of lapyx, whence he 
took his journey by land. Hut as for Titus, he 
marched from that Caesarea which lay by the 
seaside, and came to that which is named Caesa¬ 
rea Philippi, and staid there a considerable time, 

•This Tcrenlius Rufus, as Reland in part observes 
here, is the same person whom the Talmudists call Tur. 
nus Rufus, of whom they relate, that he ploughed up Sion 
as a field, and made Jerusalem become as heaps, and the 


and exhibited all sorts of shows there. And here 
a great number of the captives were destroyed, 
some being thrown to wild beasts, and others in 
multitudes forced to kill one another, as if they 
were their enemies. And here it was that Titus 
was informed of the seizure of Simon, the son of 
Gioras, which was made after the manner follow¬ 
ing: This Simon during the siege of Jerusalem, 
was in the upper city, but when the Roman army 
was gotten within the walls, and were laying the 
city waste, he then took the most faithful of his 
friends with him, and among them some that 
were stonecutters, with those iron tools which 
belonged to their occupation, and as great a 
quantity of provisions as would suffice them for 
a long time, and let himself and all them down 
into a certain subterraneous cavern that was not 
visible above ground. Now, so far as had been 
digged of old, they went onward along it without 
disturbance; but where they met with solid 
earth, they dug a mine under ground, and this, 
in hopes that they should be able to proceed so 
far as to rise from under ground in a safe place, 
and by that means escape. But when they came 
to make the experiment, they were disappointed 
of their hope; for the miners could make but 
small progress, and that with difficulty also; in- 
somuen that their provisions, though they distri¬ 
buted them by measure, began to fail them. 
And now Simon, thinking he might be able to 
astonish and elude the Romans, put on a white 
frock, and buttoned upon him a purple cloak, and 
appeared out of the ground in the place where 
the temple had formerly been. At the first in¬ 
deed, those that saw him were greatly astonish¬ 
ed, and they stood still where they were; but 
afterward they came nearer to him. and asked 
him who he was? Now Simon would not tell 
them, but bade them call for their captain; and 
when they ran to call him, Terentius Rufus,* 
who was left to command the army there, came 
to Simon, and learned of him the whole truth, 
and kept him in bonds, and let Caesar know that 
he was taken. Thus did God bring this man to 
be punished for what bitter and savage tyranny 
he had exercised against his countrymen, b^r 
those that were his worst enemies; and this 
while he was not subdued by violence, but volun¬ 
tarily delivered himself up to them to be punish¬ 
ed, and that on the very same account that he 
had laid false accusations against many Jews, as 
if they were falling away to the Romans, and 
had barbarously slain them; for wicked actions 
do not escape the divine anger, nor is juctice 
too weak to punish offenders, but in time over¬ 
takes those that transgress its laws, and inflicts 
its punishments upon the wicked in n manner 
so much more severe, as they expected to escape 
it on account of their not being punished imme¬ 
diately.! Simon was made sensible of this by 
falling under the indignation of the Romans. 
This rise of his out of the ground did also occa¬ 
sion the discovery of a great number of others of 
the seditious, at that time, who had hidden them¬ 
selves under ground. But for Simon, he was 
brought to Cresar in bonds, when he was'Come 
back to that Caesarea which was on the seaside; 
who gave orders that he should be kept against 
that triumph which he was to celebrate at Rome 
upon this occasion. 

CHAP. III. 

How Titus, upon the Celebration of his Brother's 
and Father's Birthdays , had vmnv of the Jews 
slain. Concerning the danger the Jews were 
in at Antioch, by means of the 7'ransgression 
and impiety of one Antiochns , a Jew. 

§ 1. WlilLK Titus was at Caesarea, he solem¬ 
nized the birthday of his brother [DomitianJ after 

mountain qf the house as the high places of a forest ; 
which was Ions before forelold by llie prophet Micah, ii». 
12, and quoled from him in tho prophecies of Jeremiah, 
! ixv j. is. f See Eccles. viii. 11. 
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a splendid manner, and inflicted a great deal of 
the punishment intended for the Jews in honor 
of him; for the number of those that were now 
slain in fighting with the beasts, and were burnt, 
and fought with one another, exceeded two thou¬ 
sand five hundred. Yet did all this seein to the 
Romans, when they were thus destroyed ten 
thousand several ways, to be a punishment be¬ 
neath their deserts. After this Caesar came to 
Berytus,* which is a city of Phoenicia, a Roman 
colony, and staid there a longer time, and exhi¬ 
bited a still more pompous solemnity about his 
father’s birthday, noth in the magnificence of 
the shows, and in the other vast expenses he was 
at, in his devices thereto belonging; so that a 
great multitude of the captives were here de¬ 
stroyed after the same manner as before. 

2. It happened also about this time that the 
Jews w ho remained at Antioch were under ac¬ 
cusations, and in danger of perishing, from the 
disturbances that were raised against them by 
the Antiochians, and this both on account of the 
slanders spread abroad at this time against 
them, and on account of what pranks they had 
played not long before; which 1 am obliged to 
describe without fail, though brieflv, that"! may 
the better connect my narration of future actions 
with those that went before. 

3. For, as the Jewish nation is W’idely dispersed 
over all the habitable earth among its inhabit¬ 
ants, so it is very much intermingled with Syria 
by reason of its neighborhood, and had the 
greatest multitudes in Antioch, bv reason of the 
largeness of the city, wherein the kings, after 
Antiochus, had afforded them a habitation with 
the most undisturbed tranquility; for though 
Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes, laid Jeru¬ 
salem waste, and spoiled the temple, yet did 
those that succeeded him in the kingdom re¬ 
store all the donations that were made of brass 
to the Jew's of Antioch, and dedicated them to 
their synagogue, and granted them the enjoy¬ 
ment of equal privileges of citizens with the 
Greeks themselves; and as the succeeding kings 
treated them after the same manner, they both 
multiplied to a great number, and adorned their 
templef gloriously by fine ornaments, and with 
great magnificence, in the use of what had been 
given them. They also made proselytes of a 
great many of the Greeks perpetually, and 
thereby, after a sort, brought them to be a por¬ 
tion of their own body. But, about this time, 
when the present war began, and Vespasian was 
newly sailed to Syria, and all men had taken up 
a great hatred against the Jews, then it was that 
a certain person, whose name was Antiochus, 
being one of the Jewish nation, and greatly re¬ 
spected on account of his father, w r ho was go¬ 
vernor of the Jew's at Antioch,]; came upon the 
theatre at a time when the people of Antioch 
were assembled together, and oecame an in¬ 
former against his father, and accused both him 
and others that they had resolved to burn the 
whole city in one night, he also delivered up to 
them some Jew's that were foreigners, as part¬ 
ners m their resolutions. When the people heard 
this, they could not refrain their passion, but 
commanded that those who were delivered up to 
them should have fire brought to burn them; 
who w ere accordingly all burnt upon the theatre 
immediately. They did also fall violently upon 
the multitude of the Jew’s, as supposing, that by 
punishing them suddenly, they should save their 
own city. As for Antiochus, he aggravated the 
rage they were in, and thought to give them a 

f This Berytus was certainly a Roman colony, and has 
coinscxtant that witness the same, as Hudson and Span- 
heim inform us. Seo tho note on Antiq. B. xvi. ch. xi. 
•ect. 1. 

fThat is, their synagogue. See tho note on B. vi. ch. 
x. sect. 1. 

The Jows at Antioch and Alexandria, the twoprinci- 
eities in all the east, had allow'ed them, both by tho 
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demonstration of his own conversion, and of his 
hatred of the Jewish customs, by sacrificing 
after the manner of the Greeks: he persuaded 
the rest also to compel them to do the same, be¬ 
cause they would by that means discover who 
they were that had plotted against them, since 
they would not do so; and when the people of 
Antioch tried the experiment, some few compli¬ 
ed, but those that would not do so were slain. 
As for Antiochus himself, he obtained soldiers 
from the Roman commander, and became a se¬ 
vere master over his own citizens, not permit¬ 
ting them to rest on the seventh day, but forcing 
them to do all that they usually did on other days; 
and to that degree of distresudid he reduce them 
in this matter, that the rest of the seventh day 
was dissolved not only at Antioch, but the same 
thing w hich took thence its rise, was done in other 
cities also, in like manner, for some small time. 

4. Now, after these misfortunes had happened 
to the Jew s at Antioch, a second calamity befell 
them, the description of which when we were 
going about, we premised in the account fore¬ 
going: for upon this accident, whereby the four¬ 
square market place was burnt down, as well as 
the archives, and the place w'here the public re¬ 
cords were preserved, and the royal palaces, 
(and it was not without difficulty that the fire 
was then put a stop to, which was likely, by the 
fury wherewith it was carried along, to have gone 
over the whole city.) Antiochus accused the Jew’s 
as the occasion of all the mischief that xvas done. 
Now this induced the people of Antioch, who 
were now under the immediate persuasion, by 
reason of the disorder they were in, that this ca¬ 
lumny was true, and would have been tinder the 
same persuasion, even though they had not borne 
an ill-will at the Jews heiore, to believe this 
man’s accusation, especially when they consid¬ 
ered w'hat had been done before, and this to such 
a degree, that they all fell violently upon those 
that were accused, and this, like madmen, in a 
very furious rage also, even as if they had seen 
the Jews in a manner setting fire themselves to 
the city: nor was it without difficulty that one 
Cneus Collegas, the legate, could prevail with 
them to permit the affairs to be lain before Cae- 
sar; for as to Cecennius Petus, the president of 
Syria, Vespasian had already sent him away; 
and so it happened, that he was not yet come 
back thither. But when Collegas had made a 
careful inquiry into the matter, he found out the 
truth, and that not one of those Jews that were 
accused by Antiochus had any hand in it, but 
that all was done by some vile persons greatly 
in debt, w T ho supposed that if they could once 
set fire to the market place, and burn the public 
records, thev should have no farther demands 
made upon them. So the Jews were under great 
disorder and terror, in the uncertain expectation 
of wbat would be the upshot of those accusations 
against them. 

CHAP. IV. 

How Vespasian was received at Rome, as also 
how the Gei'mans revolted from the Romans , 
but were subdued. That the Sarmatians over¬ 
ran JUysia, but were compelled to return to 
their own Country again. 

$ 1. Akd now' Titus Caesar, upon the news that 
was brought him concerning his father, that his 
coming was much desired by all the Italian ci¬ 
ties, and that Rome especially received him with 
great alacrity and splendor, betook himself to 
rejoicing and pleasures to a great degree, as now* 

Macedonians, and afterward by the Romans, a governor 
of their own, who was exempt lrom the jurisdiction of the 
other civil governors. He was called sometimes barely 
governor , sometimes ethnarci , and [at Alexandria] ala - 
barch , as Dr. Hudson takes notice on this place out of 
Fuller’s Miscellanies. They had the like governor or 
governors allowed them at Babylon under their eaptivity 
there, as the history of Susanna implies. 
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freed from the solicitude he had been under, after 
the most agreeable manner. For all men that 
were in Italy showed their respects to him in 
their minds before he came thither, as if he were 
already conic, as esteeming 1 the very expectation 
they had of him to be his real presence, on ac¬ 
count of the great desires they had to see him, 
and because the good-will they bore him was en¬ 
tirely free and unconstrained: for it was a desi¬ 
rable thing to the senate, who well remembered 
the calamities they had undergone in the late 
changes of their governors, to receive a govern¬ 
or who was adorned with the gravity of old age, 
and with the highest skill in the actions of war, 
whose advancement would be, as they knew, for 
nothing else but for the preservation of those 
that were to be governed. Moreover, the people 
had heen so harassed by their civil miseries, that 
they were still more earnest for his coming im¬ 
mediately, as supposing they should then be 
firmly delivered from their calamities, and be¬ 
lieving they should then recover their secure 
tranquility and prosperity; and for the soldiery, 
they had the principal regard to him, for they 
were chiefly apprized of his great exploits in 
war; and since they had experienced the want 
of skill and want of courage in other command¬ 
ers, they were very desirous to be freed from 
that great shame they had undergone by their 
means, and heartily to receive such a prince as 
might be a security and an ornament to them. 
And as this good-will to Vespasian was universal, 
those that enjoyed any remarkable dignities could 
not have patience enough to stay in Rome, but 
made haste to meet him at a very great distance 
from it: nay, indeed, none of the rest could en¬ 
dure the delay of seeing him, but did all pour out 
of the city in such crowds, and were so univer¬ 
sally possessed with the opinion that it was easier 
and better for them to go out than to stay there, 
that this was the very first time that the city joy¬ 
fully perceived itself almost empty of its citi¬ 
zens; for those that staid within were fewer than 
those that went out. But as soon as the news 
was come that he was hard by, and those that 
had met him at first related with what good hu¬ 
mor he received every one that came to him, 
then it was that the whole multitude that had re¬ 
mained in the city, with their wives and children, 
came into the road and waited for him there; 
and for those whom he passed by, they made all 
sorts of acclamations on account of the joy they 
had to see him, and the pleasantness of His coun¬ 
tenance, and styled him their benefactor and sa¬ 
vior, and the only person who was worthy to be 
ruler of the city of Rome. And now the city 
was like a temple, full of garlands and sweet 
odors; nor was it easy for Tiim to come to the 
royal palace, for the multitude of the people that 
stood about him, where yet at last he performed 
his sacrifices of thanksgiving to his household 
gods, for his safe return to the city. The multi¬ 
tude did also betake themselves to feasting; 
which feast9 and drink offerings they celebrated 
by their tribes, and their families, and then their 
neighborhoods, and still prayed God to grant 
that Vespasian, his sons, and all their posterity, 
mitrht continue in the Roman government for a 
very long time, and that his dominion might be 
preserved from all opposition. And this was the 
manner in which Rome so joyfully received Ves¬ 
pasian, and thence grew immediately into a state 
of great prosperity. 

2. But before this time, and while Vespasian 

* This Classicus, and Civilis, and Ccrealis, are names 
vrell known in Tacitus; the two former as moving sedition 
Against the Romans, and the last as sent to repress them 
by Vespasian, just as they arc here described in Josephus, 
which is the case also of Tontcius Agriupa, and Jtubriue 
Gallos, in sect. 3. But os to the very favorable account 
presently given ofDomilian, particularly as to his designs 
m this bis Gallic and German expedition, it is not a little 
coairary lo ihat in Suetonius, Veep. sect. 7. Nor are the 


was about Alexandria, and Titus was lying at tha 
siege of Jerusalem, a great multitude of the 
Germans were in commotion, and tended to re¬ 
bellion; and as the Gauls in their neighborhood 
joined with them, they conspired together, and 
bad thereby great hopes of success, aDd that they 
should free themselves from the dominion of the 
Romans. The motives that induced the Ger¬ 
mans to this attempt for a revolt, and for begin¬ 
ning the war, were these: In the first place, the 
nature [of the people,] which was destitute of 
just reasonings, and ready to throw themselves 
rashly into danger, upon small hopes; in the 
next place, the hatred they bore to those that 
were their governors, while their nation had 
never been conscious of subjection to any but to 
the Romans, and that by compulsion only. Be¬ 
sides these motives, it was the opportunity that 
now offered itself, which above all the rest pre¬ 
vailed with them so to do; for when they saw 
the Roman government in a great internal dis¬ 
order, by the continual changes of its rulers, and 
understood that every part of the habitable earth 
under them was in an unsettled and tottering 
condition, they thought this was the best oppor¬ 
tunity that could afford itself for themselves lo 
make a sedition, when the state of the Romans 
was so ill. Classicus* and also Vitellius,f two of 
their commanders, puffed them up with such 
hopes. These had for a long time been openly 
desirous of such an innovation, and were induced 
by the present opportunity to venture upon the 
declaration of their sentiments: the multitude 
was also ready, and when these men told them 
of what they intended to attempt, that news was 
gladly received by them. So when a great part 
of the Germans had agreed to rebel, and the rest 
were no better disposed, Vespasian, as guided by 
divine Providence, sent letters to Petilius Cerea- 
lis, who had formerly had the command of Ger¬ 
many, whereby he declared him to have the dig¬ 
nity of consul, and commanded him to take upon 
him the government of Britain; so he weDt 
whither he was ordered to go, and when he was 
informed of the revolt of the Germans, he fell 
upon them as soon as they were gotten togeth¬ 
er, and put his army in battle array, and slew a 
great multitude of them in the fight, and forced 
them to leave off their madness, and to grow 
wiser; nay, had he not fallen thus suddenly upon 
them on the place, it had not been long ere they 
would however have been bronght to punish¬ 
ment; for as soon as ever the news of their re¬ 
volt was come to Rome, and Caesar Domitian was 
made acquainted with it, he made no delay even 
at that his age, when he was exceeding young, 
but undertook this weighty affair. He had • 
courageous mind from his father, aod had made 
greater improvements than belonged to such an 
age: accordingly, he marched against the bar¬ 
barians immediately; whereupon their hearts fail¬ 
ed them at the very rumor of his approach, and 
they submitted themselves to him with fear, and 
thought it a happy thing that they were brought 
under their old yoke ngain without suffering any 
further mischiefs. When therefore Domitian had 
settled all the affairs of Gaul in such good order, 
that it would not be easily put into disorder any 
more, he returned to Rome with honor and glo¬ 
ry’, as having performed such exploits as were 
above his own age, but worthy of so great a father. 

3. At the very same time with the foreroen- 
tioned revolt of the Germans, did the bold at¬ 
tempt of the Scythians against the Romans occur; 

reasons onobvious thai might occasion this great diversity; 
Domitian was one of Josephus’s patrons, and when ho 
published Ihcso books of the Jewish war, was very yoang, 
and had hardly begun those wicked practices which ren¬ 
dered him so infamous afterward ; while Suetonius seem# 
to have been too young, and too low in life, lo receive any 
remarkable favors from him; as Dnmitiao was certainly 
very lewd and cruel, and generally haled, when Suetoniu* 
wrote about him. | Civilis. Tacit. 
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for those Scythians, who are called Sarmatians, 
being- a very numerous people, transported 
themselves over the Danube into Mysia, without 
being perceived: after which, by their violence 
and entirely unexpected assault, they slew a 
great many of the Homans that guarded the fron¬ 
tiers; and as the consular legate Fonteius Agrip- 
pa caine to meet them, and fought courageously 
against them, he was slain by them. They then 
overran all the region that had been subject to 
him, tearing and rending everything that fell in 
their way. But when Vespasian was informed of 
what had happened, and how Mysia was laid 
waste, he sent away Rubrius Gallus to punish 
these Sarmatians; by w hose means many of them 
perished in the battles he fought against them, 
and that part which escaped fled with fear to 
their oivu country. So when this general had 
put an end to the war, he provided for the future 
security of the country also; for be placed more 
and more numerous garrisons in the place, till he 
made it altogether impossible for the barbarians 
to pass over the river any more. And thus had 
this war in Mysia a sudden conclusion. 

CHAP. V. 

Concerning- the Sabbatic River , which Titus 
sato as he was journeying through Syria; and 
how the People of Antioch came with a Peti¬ 
tion to Titus against the Jews , but were reject¬ 
ed by him; as also concerning Titus and Fes- 
pasian's Triumph. 

\ 1. Now Titus Caesar tarried some time at 
Berytus, as we told you before. He thence re¬ 
moved, and exhibited magnificent shows in all 
those cities of Syria through which he went, and 
made use of the captive Jews as public instances 
of the destruction of that nation. He then saw’ 
a river, as he went along, of such a nature as de¬ 
serves to be recorded in history; it runs in the 
middle between Arcea, belonging to Agrippa’s 
kingdom, and Rapbanea. It hath somewhat very 
peculiar in it;’for when it runs, its current is 
strong and has plenty of water; after which its 
springs fail for six days together, and leave its 
channel dry, as any one may see; after which 
days it runs on the seventh day as it did before, 
and as though it had undergone no change at all; 
it hath also been observed to keep this order per¬ 
petually and exactly: w'hence it is that they call 
it the Sabbatic River,* that name being taken 
from the sacred seventh day amon^ the Jews. 

2. But when the people of Antioch were in¬ 
formed that Titus was approaching, they were 
so glad at it, that they could not keep within 
their walls, but hasted aw r ay to give nim the 
meeting; nay, they proceeded as far as thirty 
furlongs, and more, with that intention. These 
were not the men only, but a multitude of women 
also with their children, did the same; and w’hen 
they saw him coming up to them, they stood on 
both sides of the way, and stretched out their 
right hands saluting him, and making all sorts of 
acclamations to him, and turned back together 
with him. They also, among all the acclama¬ 
tions they made to him, besought him all the w ay 
they went, to eject the Jews out of their city; 
et did not Titus at all yield to this their petition, 
ut gave the bare hearing of it quietly. How¬ 
ever, the Jews were in a great deal of terrible 
fear under the uncertainty they were in what his 
opinion w’as, and w hat he would do to them. For 
Titus did not stay at Antioch, but continued his 
progress immediately to Zeugma, wdiich lies up¬ 
on the Euphrates, whither came to him niessen- 

* Since in these latter ages this Sabbatic river, once so 
famous, which, by Josephus’s account here, ran every se¬ 
venth day, aod rested on six , but according to Pliny, Nat. 
Hist. xxx\. 11, ran perpetually on six days, and rested 
every seventh, (though it noway appears by eitherof their 
accounts that the seventh day of this river was the Jewish 
seventh day ox Sabbatb.) is quite vanished, I shall add no 
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gers from Vologesus, king of Parthia, and brought 
him a crown of gold upon the victory he gained 
over the Jews; which he accepted of, and feast¬ 
ed the king’s messengers, and then came back 
to Antioch. And when the senate and people of 
Antioch earnestly entreated him to come upon 
tbeir theatre, w’liere the whole multitude were 
assembled, and expected him, he complied with 
great humanity; but w’hen they pressed him with 
much earnestness, and continually begged of him 
that he would eject the Jews out of their city, he 
gave them this very pertinent answer: “How 
can this be done, since that country of theirs, 
whither the Jews must be obliged then to retire, 
is destroyed, and no place will receive them be¬ 
sides.” Whereupon the people of Antioch, when 
they had failed of success in this their first re¬ 
quest, made him a second; for they desired that 
he would order those tables of brass to be remov¬ 
ed, on which the Jews’ privileges were engraven. 
However, Titus would not grant that neither, 
but permitted the Jews of Antioch to continue to 
enjoy the very same privileges in that city which 
they had before, and then departed for Egypt; 
and as he came to Jerusalem in his progress, and 
compared the melancholy condition he saw it 
then in, with the ancient glory of the city, and 
called to mind the greatness of its present ruins, 
as well as its ancient splendor, he could not but 
pity the destruction ot the city, so far was he 
Irom boasting that so great and goodly a city 
as that was, had been by him taken by force: 
nay, he frequently cursed those that had been 
the authors of their revolt, and had brought such 
a punishment upon the city; insomuch, that it 
openly appeared, that he did not desire that such 
a calamity as this punishment of theirs amount¬ 
ed to, should be a demonstration of his courage. 
Yet was there no small quantity of the riches 
that had been in that city, still found among its 
ruins, a great deal of which the Romans dug up; 
but the greatest part was discovered by those 
who were captives, and so they carried it aw’ay; 
I mean the gold and silver and the rest of that 
most precious furniture which the Jews had, and 
which the owners had treasured up under ground 
against the uncertain fortunes of war. 

3. So Titus took the journey he intended into 
Egypt, and passed over the desert very sudden¬ 
ly, and came to Alexandria, and took up a reso¬ 
lution to go to Rome by sea. And as he was ac¬ 
companied by two legions, he sent each of them 
again to the places whence they had before come, 
the fifth he sent to Mysia, and the fifteenth to 
Panonia: as for the leaders of the captives, Si¬ 
mon and John, with the other seven hundred 
men, whom he had selected out of the rest as 
being eminently tall and handsome of body, he 
gave order that they should he soon carried to 
Italy, as resolving to produce them in his triumph. 
So when he had had a prosperous voyage to his 
mind, the city of Rome behaved itself in his re¬ 
ception, and their meeting him at a distance, as 
it aid in the case of his father. But what made 
the most splendid appearance, in Titus’s opinion, 
w’as, when his father met him, and received 
him, but still the multitude of the citizens con¬ 
ceived the greatest joy when they saw them all 
three together,! as they did at this time: nor 
were many days overpast, when they determin¬ 
ed to have but one triumph that should be com¬ 
mon to both of them, on account of the glorious 
exploits they had performed, although the se¬ 
nate had decreed each of them a separate tri¬ 
umph by himself. So when notice had been 
given beforehand of the day appointed for this 

more about it; only see Dr. Hudson’s note. In Yaroui- 
us’s Geography, I. 17. the reader will find several instan¬ 
ces of such periodical founiains and rivers, though none 
of their periods were that of just a week, as of old this 
appears to have been. 

f Vespasian, and his two sons, Titus and Domitian. 
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pompous solemnity to be made on account of 
their victories, not one of the immense multitude 
was left ia the city, but every body went out so 
far as to gain only a station where they might 
stand, and left only such a passage as was neces¬ 
sary for those that were to be seen to go along it. 

4. Now all the soldiery marched out before¬ 
hand hv companies, and In their several ranks, 
under i..eir several commanders, in the night 
time, and were about the gates, not of the upper 
palaces, but those near the temple of Isis; for 
there it was that the emperors had rested the 
foregoing night. And as soon as ever it was day, 
Vespasian and Titus came out crowned with lau¬ 
rel, and clothed in those ancient purple habits 
which were proper to their family, and then went 
as far as Octavian’s walks; for there it was that 
the senate, and the principal rulers, and those 
that had been recorded as of the equestrian or¬ 
der, waited for them. Now a tribunal had been 
erected before the cloisters, and ivory chairs had 
been set upon it, when they came and sat down 
upon them. Whereupon the soldiery made an 
acclamation of joy to them immediately, and all 
gave them attestations of their valor; while 
they were themselves without their arms, and 
only in their silken garments, and crowned with 
laurel; then Vespasian accepted of these shouts 
of theirs; but while they were still disposed to 
go on in such acclamations, he gave them a sig¬ 
nal of silence. And when every body entirely 
held their peace, he stood up, and covering the 
greatest part of his head with his cloak, he put 
up the accustomed solemn prayers; the like 
prayers did Titus put up also; after which 
prayers Vespasian made a short speech to all the 
people, and then sent away the soldiers to a din¬ 
ner prepared for them by the emperors. Then 
did he retire to that gate which was called the 
gate of the pomp, because pompous shows do al¬ 
ways go through that gate; there it was that 
they tasted some food, and when they had put 
on their triumphal garments, and had offered sa¬ 
crifices to the gods that were placed at the gate, 
they sent the triumph forward, and inarched 
through the theatres, that they might be the 
more easily seen by the multitude. 

5. Now it is impossible to describe the multi¬ 
tude of the shows as they deserve, and the mag¬ 
nificence of them all; such indeed as a man 
could not easily think of, as performed, either by 
the labor of workmen, or the variety of riches, 
or the rarities of nature; for almost all such cu¬ 
riosities as the most happy men ever get by 
piecemeal, were here heaped one upon another, 
and those both admirable and costly in their na¬ 
ture: and all brought together on that day, de¬ 
monstrated the vastness of the dominions of the 
R.omans; for there was here to be seen a mighty 
quantity of silver, and gold, and ivory, contrived 
into all sorts of things, and did not appear as car¬ 
ried along in pompous show only, but, as a man 
may say, running along like a river. Some parts 
were composed of the rarest purple hangings, 
anil so carried along; and others accurately re¬ 
presented to the life what was embroidered by 
the arts of the Babylonians. There were also 
precious stones that were transparent, some set 
in crow ns of gold, and some in other ouches, as 
the u'orkmen pleased; and of these such a vast 
number were brought, that we could not but 
thence learn how vainly we imagined any of them 
to be rarities. The images of the gods were also 
Carried, being as well wonderful for their large¬ 
ness, as made very artificially, and with great 

•See the representations of these Jewish vessels, n* 
they still stand on Titus’s triumphal arch at Rome, in Rc- 
and’s very curious book, de Spoliis Ttmpli, throughout. 
But what things are chiefly to be noted ore these:— 
(1.) That Josephus says, I he candlestick here carried in 
this triumph was not thoroughly like that which was 
used in the temple, which appears in the number of the 
•ittlo knopsand flowers in that on the triumphal arch nut 


skill of the workmen: nor were any of these 
images of any other than very eostly materials, 
and many species of animals were brought, every 
one in their own natural ornaments. The men 
also, tvho brought every one of these shows, were 
great multitudes, and adorned with purple gar¬ 
ments, all over interwoven with gold; those that 
were chosen for carrying these pompous shows, 
having also about them such magnificent orna¬ 
ments, as were both extraordinary and surpris¬ 
ing. Besides these, one might see that even the 
great number of the captives was not unadorned, 
w hile the variety that was in their garments, and 
their fine texture, concealed from the sight the 
deformity of their bodies. But what afforded the 
greatest surprise of all, was the structure of the 
pageants, that were borne along; for indeed he 
that met them could not but be afraid that the 
bearers would not be able firmly enough to sup¬ 
port them, such was their magnitude: for many 
of them were so made, that they were on three 
or even four stories one above another. The 
magnificence also of their structure afforded one 
both pleasure and surprise; for upon many of 
them were laid carpets of gold. There was also 
wrought gold and ivory fastened about them all; 
and many resemblances of the war, and those 
in several w r ays, and variety of contrivances, 
affording a most lively portraiture of itself.— 
For there was to be seen a happy country laid 
waste, and entire squadrons of enemies slain; 
while some of them ran away, and some were 
carried into captivity, w ith walls of great altitude 
and magnitude overthrown, and ruined by ma¬ 
chines, with the strongest fortifications taken, 
and the walls of most populous cities upon the 
tops of hills seized on, and an army pouring it¬ 
self within the walls; as also every place full of 
slaughter, and supplications of the enemies, when 
they were no longer able to lift up their hands in 
way of opposition. Fire also sent upon temples 
w f as here represented, and houses overthrown, 
and falling upon their owners: rivers also, after 
they came out of a large and melancholy desert, 
ran down, not iuto a laud cultivated, nor as drink 
for men, or for cattle, but through a land still on 
fire upon every side; for the Jews related that 
such a thing they had undergone during this w r ar. 
Now the workmanship of these representations 
was so magnificent ana lively in the construction 
of the things, that it exhibited what had been 
done to such as did not see it, as if they had been 
there really present. On the top of every one of 
these pageants was placed the commander of the 
city that was taken, and the manner wherein he 
was taken. Moreover, there followed those pa¬ 
geants a great number of ships; and for the 
other spoils, they were carried in great plenty. 
But for those that were taken in the temple of 
Jerusalem,* they made the greatest figure of 
them all; that is, the golden table, of the weight 
of many talents: the candlestick also, that w’as 
made of gold, though its construction was now 
changed Irani that which we made use of; for it* 
middle shaft was fixed upon a basis, and the 
small branches were produced out of it to a great 
length, having the likeness of a trident in their 

{ lOsition, and had every one a socket made of 
irass for a lamp at the tops of them. These 
lamps were in number seven, and repre>ented 
the dignity of the number Seven among the 
Jew’s; and the last of all the spoils, was carried 
the law of the Jews. After these spoils passed 
by a great many men, carrying the images of 
victory, whose structure was entirely either of 

well agreeing with Mower’s description, Exod. xxv. 31, 
30. t2.) The smallness of the branches in Josephus, com¬ 
pared with the thickness of those on thut arch. (3.) That 
the Law or Pentateuch dues not appear on that arch at 
all, though Josephus, an eyewitness, assures us it was 
carried in this procession. All which things deserve th« 
consideration of the inquisitive reader. 
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ivory or of gold. After which Vespasian march¬ 
ed in the first place, and Titus followed him; 
Domitian also rode along with them, and made a 
glorious appearance, and rode on a horse that 
was worthy of admiration. 

6. Now the last part of this pompous show was 
at the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, whither 
when they were come, they stood still; for it was 
the Romans’ ancient custom to stay till some¬ 
body brought the news, that the general of the 
enemy was slain. This general was Simon, the 
son of Gioras, who had then been led in this tri¬ 
umph amoag the captives; a rope had also been 
put upon his head, and he had been drawn into a 
proper place in the forum, and had withal been 
tormented by those that drew him along; and 
the law of the Romans required, that malefac¬ 
tors, condemned to die, should be slain there. 
Accordingly, when it was related that there was 
an end of him, and all the people had set up a shout 
for joy, they then began to offer those sacrifices 
which they had consecrated, in the prayers used 
in such solemnities; which when they had finish¬ 
ed, they went away to the palace. And as for 
some of the spectators, the emperors entertained 
them at their own feast; and for all the rest there 
were noble preparations made for their feasting 
at home; for this was a festival day to the city 
of Rome, as celebrated for the victory obtained 
by their army over their enemies, for the end 
that was now put to their civil miseries, and for 
the commencement of their hopes of future pros¬ 
perity and happiness. 

7. After these triumphs were over, and after 
the affairs of the Romans were settled on the 
surest foundations, Vespasian resolved to build a 
temple to Peace, which he finished in so short a 
time and in so glorious a manner, as was beyond 
all human expectation and opinion: for he having 
now by Providence a vast quantity of wealth, 
besides what he had formerly gained in his other 
exploits, he had this temple adorned with pictures 
and statues; for in this temple was collected and 
deposited all such rarities as men aforetime used 
to wander all over the habitable world to see, 
when they had a desire to see one of them after 
another: he also laid up therein those golden 
vessels and instruments that were taken out of 
the Jewish temple, as ensigns of his glory. But 
still he gave order that they should lay up their 
law, and the purple veils of the holy place, in the 
royal palace itself, and keep them there. 

CHAP. VI. 

Concerning Macherus, and how Lucilius Bassus 
took the Citadel , and other Places. 

§ 1. Now Lucilius Bassus was sent as legate 
into Judea, and there he received the army from 
Cerealis Vitellianus, and took that citadel which 
was in Herodium, together with the garrison that 
was in it: after which he got together all the sol¬ 
diery that was there, (which was a large body, 
but dispersed into several parties,) with the tenth 
legion, and resolved to make war upon Mache- 
rus; for it was highly necessary that this citadel 
should be demolished, lest it might be a means 
of drawing away many into a rebellion, by rea¬ 
son of its strength: for the nature of the place 
was very capable of affording the surest hopes of 
safety to those that possessed it, as well as delay 
and fear to those that should attack it; for what 
was walled in was itself a very rocky hill eleva¬ 
ted to a very great height, which circumstance 
alone made it very hard to be subdued. It was 
also so contrived by nature, that it could not be 

* Spanheim observes here, that in Graecia Major and Si¬ 
cily they had rue prodigiously great and durable, like this 
rue at Macherus. 

t This strange account of the place and root Baaras 
seems to have been taken from the magicians, and the 
root to have been made use of in the days of Josephus in 
that superstitious way of casting out demons supposed 
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easily ascended; for it is, as it were, ditched 
about with such valleys, on all sides, and to such a 
depth, that the eye cannot reach their bottoms, 
ana such as are not easily to be passed over, and 
even such as it is impossible to fill up with earth. 
For that valley which cuts it on the west, ex¬ 
tends to threescore furlongs, and did not end till 
it came to the lake Asphaltitis; on the same side 
it was also that Macherus had the tallest top of 
its hill elevated above the rest. But then for the 
valleys that lay on the north and south sides, al¬ 
though they be not so large as that already de¬ 
scribed, yet is it in like manner an impracticable 
thing to think of getting over them: and for the 
valley that lies on the east side, its depth is found 
to be no less than a hundred cubits. It extends 
as far as a mountain that lies over against Ma¬ 
cherus, with which it is bounded. 

2. Now when Alexander [Janneus,] the king of 
the Jews, observed the nature of this place, he 
was the first who built a citadel here, which af¬ 
terward was demolished by Gabinius, when he 
made war against Aristobulus. But when He¬ 
rod came to be king, he thought the place to be 
worthy of the utmost regard, and of being built 
upon the firmest manner, and this especially be¬ 
cause it lay so near to Arabia: for it is seated in 
a convenient place on that account, and had a 
prospect towards that country; he therefore 
surrounded a large space of ground with walls 
and towers, and built a city there, out of which 
city there was a way that led up to the very ci¬ 
tadel itself on the top of the mountain: nay, 
more than this, he built a wall round that top of 
the hill, and erected towers at the corners, of a 
hundred and sixty cubits high; in the middle of 
which place he built a palace, after a magnificent 
manner, wherein were large and beautiful edifi¬ 
ces. He also made a great many reservoirs for 
the reception of water, that there might be 
plenty of it ready for all uses, and those in the 
properest places that were afforded him there. 
Thus did he, as it were, contend with the nature 
of the place, that he might exceed its natural 
strength and security, which yet itself rendered 
it hard to be taken, by those fortifications which 
were made by the hands of men. Moreover, he 
put a large quantity of darts and other machines 
of war into it, and contrived to get every thing 
thither that might any way contribute to its in¬ 
habitants’ security, under the longest siege pos¬ 
sible. 

3. Now within this place there grew a sort of 
rue,* that deserves our wonder on account of its 
largeness, for it was noway inferior to any fig- 
tree whatsoever, either in’height or in thick¬ 
ness: and the report is, that it had lasted ever 
since the times of Herod, and would probably 
have lasted much longer had it not been cut down 
by those Jews who took possession of the place 
afterward. But still in that valley which encom¬ 
passes the city on the north side, there is a cer¬ 
tain place called Baaras, which produces a rootf 
of tne same name with itself; its color is like 
that of flame, and towards the evening it sends 
out a certain ray like lightning; it is net easily- 
taken by such as would do it, but recedes from 
their hands, nor will yield itself to be taken 
quietly, until either the urine of a woman, or the 
menstrual blood, be poured upon it; nay^ even 
then it is certain deatn to those that touch it, un¬ 
less any one take and hang the root itself down 
from his hand, and so carry it awny. It may also 
be taken another way, without dauger, which is 
this: They dig a trench quite round about it, till 
the hidden part of the root be very small; they 

by him to have been derived from king Solomon, of which 
we havo already seen he had a "Teal opinion; Antiq. B. 
viii. eh. ii. sect. 5. We also may hence learn ihe irao no¬ 
tion Josephus had of demons and demoniacs, exactly like 
that of the Jews and Christians in the New Testament, 
and the first four centuries. See Antiq. B. vi. ch. viii. 
sect 2; B xt. ch ii sect 3 
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then tie a dog to it, and when the dog tries hard 
to follow him that tied him, this root is easily 
plucked up; but the dog dies immediately, as if 
it were instead of the man that would take the 
plant away; nor after this need any one be afraid 
of taking it into their hands. Yet after all this 
pains in getting, it is only valuable on account of 
one virtue it hath, that if it be only brought to 
sick persons, it quickly drives away those called 
demons, which are no other than the spirits of 
the wicked, that enter into men that are alive, 
and kill them, unless they can obtain some help 
against them. Here are also fountains of hot 
water, that How out of this place, which have a 
very different taste from the other; for some of 
them are bitter, and others of them are plainly 
sweet. Here are also many eruptions of cold 
waters, and this not only in the places that lie 
lower, and have their fountains near one another, 
but what is still more wonderful, here is to be 
seen a certain cave hard by, whose cavity is not 
deep, but it is covered over by a rock that is pro¬ 
minent: above this rock there stand up two [hills 
or] breasts, as it were, but a little distant one 
from another; the one of which sends out a foun¬ 
tain that is very cold, and the other sends out 
one that is very hot; which waters, when they 
are mingled together, compose a most pleasant 
bath: they are medicinal, indeed, for other ma¬ 
ladies, but especially good for strengthening the 
nerves. This place has in it also mines ot sul¬ 
phur and alum. 

4. Now when Bassus had taken a full view of 
this place, he resolved to besiege it, by filling up 
the valley that lay on the east side; so he fell 
hard to work, and took great pains to raise his 
banks as soon as possible, and t>y that means to 
render the siege easy. As for the Jews, that 
were caught in this place, they separated them- 
■elves from the strangers that were with them, 
and they forced those strangers, as an otherwise 
useless multitude, to stay in the lower part of the 
city, and undergo the principal dangers, while 
they themselves seized on the upper citadel, and 
held it, and this both on account of its strength, 
and to provide for their own safety. They also 
•upposed they might obtain their pardon, in case 
they should [at last] surrender the citadel. How¬ 
ever, they were willing to make trial in the first 
place, whether the hopes they had of avoiding a 
siege would come to any thing, with which in¬ 
tention they made sallies every day, and fought 
with those that met them, in which conflicts 
there were many of them slain, as they therein 
slew many of the Romans. But still it was the 
opportunities that presented themselves, which 
chiefly gained both sides their victories; these 
were gained by the Jews, when they fell upon 
the Romans as they were off their guard; but by 
the Romans, when upon the others’ sallies against 
their banks they foresaw their coming, nnd were 
upon their guard when they received them. But 
the conclusion of this siege did not depend upon 
these bickerings; but a certain surprising acci¬ 
dent, relating to what was done in this siege, 
forced the Jews to surrender the citadel. There 
was a certain young man among the besieged, of 
great boldness, and very active of his hand: his 
name was Eleazar. lie greatly signalized him¬ 
self in those sallies, and encotirngcd the Jews to 
go out in great numbers, in order to hinder the 
raising of the banks, and did the Romans a vast 
deal of mischief when they came to fighting; he 
■O managed matters, that those who sallied out 
made their attacks easily, and returned back 
without danger, and this by still bringing up the 
rear himself. Now it happened that on a certain 
time, when the fight was over, and both sides 
were parted, and retired home, he, in way of 
contempt of the enemy, and thinking that none 
of them would begin tfie fight again at that time, 
staid without the gates, and talked with those 
that were upon the wall, and his mind was 


wholly intent upon what they said. Now a cer¬ 
tain person belonging to the Roman camp, whose 
name was Rufus, by birth an Egyptian, ran upon 
him suddenly, when nobody expected suen a 
thing, and carried him off, with his armor it¬ 
self; while in the mean time those that saw it 
from the wall were under such an amazement, 
that Rufus prevented their assistance, aad car¬ 
ried Eleazar to the Roman camp. So the general 
of the Romans ordered that he should be taken 
up naked, set before the city to be seen, and 
sorely whipped before their eves. Upon this sad 
accident tnat befell the young man, the Jews 
were terribly confounded, and the city with one 
voice sorely lamented him, and the mourning 
proved greater than could well be supposed upon 
the calamity of a single person. Wnen Bassus 
perceived that, he began to think of using a stra¬ 
tagem against the enemy, and was desirous to 
aggravate their grief, in order to prevail with 
them to surrender the city for the preservation 
of that man. Nor did he fail of his nope; for he 
commanded them to set up a cross, as if he \vere 
just going to hang Eleazar upon it immediately; 
the sight of this occasioned a sore grief among 
those that were in the citadel, and they groaned 
vehemently, and cried out, that they could not 
bear to see him thus destroyed. Whereupon 
Eleazar besought them not to disregard him, 
now he was going to sufler a most miserable 
death, and exhorted them to save themselves, 
by yielding to the Roman power and good for¬ 
tune, since all other people were now conquered 
by them. These men were greatly moved with 
what he s'lid, there being also many within the 
city that interceded for him, because he was of 
an eminent and very numerous family; so they 
now yielded to their passion of commiseration, 
contrary to their usual custom. Accordingly they 
sent out immediately certain messengers, anti 
treated with the Romans, in order to a surrender 
of the citadel to them, and desired that they 
might be permitted to go away and take Elea¬ 
zar along with them. Then did the Romans and 
their general accept of these terms, while the 
multitude of strangers that were in the lower 
part of the city, hearing of the agreement that 
was made by the Jews for themselves alone, 
were resolved to fly away privately in the night¬ 
time; but as soon as they had opened their gates, 
those that had come to terms with Bassus told 
him of it; whether it were that they envied the 
others* deliverance, or whether it were done out 
of fear, lest an occasion should be taken against 
them upon their escape, is uncertain. The most 
courageous, therefore, of those men that went 
out pievented the enemy, and got away, and fled 
for it; but for those men that were caught within 
they were 9lain, to the number of one thousand 
seven hundred, as were the women and children 
made slaves. But as Bassus thought he must 
perform the covenant he had made with those 
that had surrendered the citadel, he let them go, 
and restored Eleazar to them. 

5. When Bassus had settled these affairs, he 
marched hastily to the forest of Jarden, as it is 
called: for he had heard that a .great many of 
those that had fled from Jerusalem and Macherus 
formerly, were there gotten together. When he 
was therefore come to the place, and understood 
that the former news was no mistake, lie, in the 
first place, surrounded the whole place with his 
horsemen, that such of the Jews as had boldness 
enough to try to break through, might have no 
way possible for escaping, by reason of the si¬ 
tuation of their horsemen; nnd for the footmen 
he ordered them to cut down the trees that were 
in the wood whither they were fled. So the 
Jews were under a necessity of performing some 
glorious exploit, and of greatly exposing them¬ 
selves in n battle, since they might perhaps 
thereby escape. So they made a general attack 
and with a great shout fell upon those that sur- 
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rounded them, who received them with great 
courage; and so while the one side fought des* 
perately, and the other would not yield, the fight 
was prolonged on that account. But the event 
of the battle did not answer the expectation of 
the assailants; for so it happened that no more 
than twelve fell on the Roman side, with a few 
that were wounded; but not one of the Jews es¬ 
caped out of this battle, but they were all killed, 
being in the whole not fewer in number than 
three thousand, together with Judas the son of 
Jairus, their general, concerning whom we have 
before spoken, that he had been a captain of a 
certain band at the siege of Jerusalem, and by 
oing down into a certain vault under ground, 
ad privately made his escape. 

6. About the same time it was that Caesar sent 
a letter to Bassus, and to Liberius Maximus, who 
was the procurator [of Judea,] and gave orders 
that all Judea should be exposed to sale:* for he 
did not found any city there, but reserved the 
country for himself. 'However, he assigned a 
place for eight hundred men only, whom he had 
dismissed from his array, which he gave them 
for their habitation; it is called Emmaus,f and is 
distant from Jerusalem threescore furlongs. He 
also laid a tribute upon the Jews wheresoever 
they were, and enjoined every one of them to 
bring two drachmae ever}' year into the capitol, 
as they used to pay the same to the temple at Je¬ 
rusalem. And this was the state of the Jewish 
affairs at this time. 

CHAP. VII. 

Concerning the Calamity that befell Antiochus, 

King of Comma gene- As also concerning the 

Alans , and what great Mischiefs they did to the 

Medes and Armenians. 

$ 1. And now, in the fourth year of the reign 
of Vespasian, it came to pass, that Antiochus, 
the king of Commagene, with all his famil}’, fell 
into very great calamities. The occasion was 
this: Cesennius Petus, who was president of Syria 
at this time, whether it were done out of regard 
to truth, or whether out of hatred to Antiochus, 
(for which was the real motive was never tho¬ 
roughly discovered,) sent an epistle to Caesar, 
and therein told him that “ Antiochus, with his 
son Epiphanes, had resolved to rebel against the 
Romans, and had made a league with the king 
of Parthia to that purpose; that it was therefore 
fit to prevent them, lest they prevent us, and 
begin such a war as may cause a general disturb¬ 
ance in the Roman empire.” Aow Cassar was 
disposed to take some care about the matter, 
since this discovery was made; for the neigh¬ 
borhood of the kingdoms made this affair worthy 
of greater regard; for Samosata, the capital of 
Commagene, lies upon Euphrates, and, upon any 
such design, could afford an easy passage over it 
to the Parthians, and could also afford them a 
secure reception. Petus was accordingly be¬ 
lieved, and had authority given him of doing 
what he should think proper in the case; so lie 
set about it without delay, and ft 11 upon Com¬ 
magene before Antiochus and his people had the 
least expectation of his coming: lie had with 
him the tenth legion, as also some cohorts and 
troops of horsemen. These kings also came to 
his assistance; Aristobulus, king of the country 
called Chalcidene, and Sohemus, who was called 
king of Eruesa, Aor was there any opposition 
made to bis forces when they entered the king- 

* It is very remarkable lhat Titus did not people this 
now desolate country of* Judea, but ordered it to be all 
sold; nor, indeed, is it properly peopled at this dav, but 
lies ready for its old inhabitants, the Jews, at their future 
restoration. See Lit. Accomp. of Prophecies, p. 77. 

t That the city of Emmausor Ammaus in Josephus and 
others, which was the place of the government of Julius 
Africanus, in the beginning of the third century, and 
which he then procured to be rebuilt, and after which re¬ 
building it was called Jficopolis, is entirely different from 
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dom; for no one of that country would so much 
as lift up his hand against them. When Antio¬ 
chus heard this unexpected news, he could not 
think in the least of making war with the Ro¬ 
mans, but determined to leave his whole king¬ 
dom in the state wherein it now was, and to re 
tire privately, with his wife and children, as 
thinking thereby to demonstrate himself to the 
Romans to be innocent as to the accusation laid 
against him. So be went away from that city as 
far as a hundred and twenty furlongs, into a 
plain, and there pitched his tents. 

2. Petus then sent some of his men to seize 
upon Samosata, and by their means took pos¬ 
session of that city, while he went himself to at¬ 
tack Antiochus with the rest of his army. How¬ 
ever, the king was not prevailed upon by the 
distress he was in to do any thing in the way of 
war against the Romans, but bemoaned his own 
hard fate, and endured with patience what he 
was not able to prevent. But his sons, who were 

oung, and unexperienced in war, but of strong 
odies, were not easily induced to bear this ca¬ 
lamity without fighting. Epiphanes, therefore 
and Callinicus, betook themselves to military 
force: and as the battle was a sore one, and last 
ed all the day long, they showed their own va¬ 
lor in a remarkable manner, and nothing but 
the approach of night put a period thereto, and 
that without any diminution of their forces: yet 
would not Antiochus, upon this conclusion of the 
fight, continue there by any means, but took his 
wife and his daughters, and fled away with them 
to Cilicia, and by so doing quite discouraged the 
minds of his own soldiers. Accordingly, they re¬ 
volted, and went over to the Romans, out of the 
despair they were in of his keeping the kingdom; 
and bis case was looked upon by all as quite des¬ 
perate. It was therefore necessary that Epi¬ 
phanes and his soldiers should get clear of their 
enemies before they became entirely destitute of 
any confederates: nor were there any more than 
ten horsemen with him, who passed with him 
over Euphrates, whence they went undisturbed 
to Vologesus, the king of Parthia, w’here they 
were not disregarded as fugitives, but had the 
same respect paid them as if they had retained 
their ancient prosperity. 

3. Aow when Antiochus was come to Tarsus 
in Cilicia, Petus ordered a centurion to go to 
him, and send him in bonds to Rome. However, 
Vespasian could not endure to have a king 
brought to him in that manner, but thought it fit 
rather io have a regard to the ancient friendship 
that had been between them, than to preserve an 
inexorable anger, upon pretence of this war.— 
Accordingly, he gave orders that they should 
take oil nis bonds, while he was still upon the 
road, and that he should not come to Rome, but 
should now’ go and live at Lacedemon; he also 
gave him large revenues, that he might not only’ 
live in plenty, but like a king also. When Epi¬ 
phanes, who before was in great fear for his fa¬ 
ther, was informed of this, their minds were freed 
from all that great and almost incurable concern 
they had been under. He also hoped that Caesar 
would be reconciled to them, upon the interces¬ 
sion of Vologesus; for although he lived in plen¬ 
ty, he knew’ not how to bear living out of tho 
Roman empire. So Caesar gave him leave, after 
an obliging manner, and he came to Rome; and 
as his father came quickly to him from Lacede¬ 
mon, lie had all sorts of respect paid him there, 
and there he remained. 

that Emmaus which is mentioned by St. Luke, xxiv. 13; 
see Roland's Pala?stina, lib. ii. page -P20, and under tho 
same name Ammaus also. But he justly thinks, lhat that 
in St. Luke may well be the same with this Ammaus be¬ 
fore us, especially since tbe Greek copies here usually 
make it 60 furlongs distant from Jerusalem, as does SL 
Luke, though ihe Latin copies say only 30. The place 
also aliened for these Mk) soldiers, as for a Roman garri¬ 
son, in this nlucc, would most uaturnlly be not so remote 
from Jerusalem as was the other Emmaus or Xicopotis. 
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4. lS T ow there was a nation of the Alans, which 
we have formerly mentioned somewhere,* as 
being Scythians, and inhabiting at the lake Meo- 
tis. This nation about this time laid a design of 
falling upon Media and the parts beyond it, in 
order to plunder them; with which intention they 
treated with the king of Hyrcania; for he wa9 
master of that passage which king Alexander 
[the Great] shut up with iron gates. The king 
gave them leave to come through them: so they 
came in great multitudes, and fell upon the 
Medes unexpectedly, and plundered the country, 
which they found full of people, and replenished 
with abundance of cattle, while nobody durst 
make any resistance against them; for Pacorus, 
the king of the country, had fled away for fear, 
into places where they could not easily come at 
him, and had yielded up every thing he had to 
them, and had only saved his wife and his concu¬ 
bines from them, and that with difficulty also, 
after they had been made captives, by giving 
them a hundred talents for their ransom. These 
Alans therefore plundered the country without 
opposition, and with great ease, and proceeded 
as far as Armenia, laying all waste belore them. 
A T ow Tiridates w’as king of that country, who 
met them, and fought them, but had like to have 
been taken alive in the battle: for a certain man 
threw a net over him from a great distance, and 
had soon drawn him to him, unless he had imme¬ 
diately cut the cord with his sword, and run away, 
and prevented it. So the Alans, being still more 
provoked by this sight, laid waste the country, 
and drove a great multitude of the men, and a 
great quantity of other prey they had gotten out 
of both kingdoms, along with them, and then re¬ 
treated back to their own country. 

chap. vm. 

Concerning Masada, and those Sicarii who kept 

it; and how Silva betook himself to form the 

Siege of that Citadel. Eleazar's speeches to 

the besieged. 

) 1. When Dassus was dead in Judea, Flavius 
Silva succeeded him as procurator there: who 
when he saw that all the rest of the country was 
subdued in this war, and that there was but only 
one strong hold that was still in rebellion, he got 
all his army together that lay in different plat es, 
and made an expedition against it. This fortress 
was called Masada. It was one Eleazar, a potent 
man, and the commander of these Sicarii, that 
had seized upon it. lie was a descendant from 
that Judas who had persuaded abundance of the 
Jews, as we have formerly related, not to submit 
to the taxation when Cyrenius was sent into Ju¬ 
dea to make one; for then it was that the Sicarii 
got together against those that were willing tn 
submit to the Romans, and treated them in all 
respects ns if they had been their enemies, both 
by plundering them of what they had, by driving 
away their cattle, and bv setting fire to their 
bouses; for they said, that they differed not at all 
from foreigners, by betraving, in so cowardly a 
manner, that freedom which the Jews thought 
worthy to be contended for to the utmost, and by 
owning that they preferred slavery under the 
Romans before such a contention. IVow, this 
was in reality no better than a pretence, and a 
cloak for the barbarity which was made use of 
by them; and to color over their own avarice, 
which they afterward made evident bv their 
own actions; for those that were partners with 
them in their rebellion, joined also with them in 
the war against the Romans, and went farther 
lengths with them in their impudent undertakings 
against them; and when they were again con¬ 
victed of dissembling in such their pretences, 
they still more abused those that justly re¬ 
proached them for their wickedness. And, in¬ 
deed, that was a time most fertile in all manner 
• This ia now wonting. 


of wicked practices, insomuch that no kind of 
evil deeds were then left undone; nor could any 
one so much as devise any bad thing that was 
new, so deeply were they all infected, and strove 
with one another in their single capacity, and in 
their communities, who should run thegreatest 
lengths in impiety towards God, and in unjust 
actions towards "their neighbors, the men of 
power oppressing the multitude, and the multi¬ 
tude earnestly laboring to destroy the men of 
power. The one part were desirous of tyranniz¬ 
ing over others, and the rest of offering violence 
to others, and of plundering such as were richer 
than themselves. They were the Sicarii who 
first began these transgressions, and first became 
barbarous towards those allied to them, and left 
no words of reproach unsaid, and no works of 
perdition untried, in order to destroy those whom 
their contrivances affected. Yet did John de¬ 
monstrate by his actions that these Sicarii were 
more moderate than he was himself, for he not 
only slew all such as gave him good counsel to 
do what was right, but treated them worst of all, 
as the most bitter enemies that lie had among all 
the citizens; nay, he filled his entire country 
with ten thousand instances of wickedness, suen 
as a man who was already hardened sufficiently 
in his impiety towards God would naturally do: 
for the food was unlawful that was set upon his 
table, and he rejected those purifications that 
the law of his country had ordained: so that it 
was no longer a wonder if he, who was so mad 
in his impiety towards God, did not qbserve any 
rules of gentleness and common affection to¬ 
wards men. Again, therefore, what mischief 
was there which Simon the son of Gioras did not 
do? or what kind of abuses did he abstain from 
as to those very freemen who had set him up 
for a tyrant? What friendship or kindred were 
there that did not make him more bold in his 
daily murders? for they looked upon the doing 
of mischief to strangers only as a work beneath 
their courage, but thought their barbarity to¬ 
wards their nearest relations would be a glorious 
demonstration thereof. The Idumcans also strove 
with these men, who should be guilty of the 
greatest madness; for they [all,] vile wretches 
a* they were, cut the throats of the high priests, 
that so no part of a religious regard to God might 
be preserved; they thence proceeded to destroy 
utterly the least remains of a political govern¬ 
ment, and introduced the most complete scene of 
iniquity in all instances that were practicable, 
under w hich scene, that sort of people that were 
called zealots grew up, and wffio indeed corres¬ 
ponded to the name; for they imitated every 
wicked work; nor if their memory suggested 
any evil thing that had formerly been done, did 
they avoid zealously to pursue the same; and al¬ 
though they gave themselves that name from 
their zeal for what was good, yet did it agree to 
them only by way of irony, on account of those 
they had unjustly treated hy their wild and bru¬ 
tish disposition, or as thinking the greatest mis¬ 
chiefs to be the greatest good. Accordingly, 
they all met with such ends as God deservedly 
hrought upon them in way of punishment, for nil 
such miseries have been sent upon them as man's 
nature is rapable of undergoing, till the utmost 
period of their lives, and til] death came upon 
them in various'ways of torment; yet might one 
say justly that they suffered le«s than they had 
done, because it was impossible they could be 
punished according to their deserving. Rut to 
make a lamentation according to the deserts of 
those who fell under these men’s barbarity, this 
is not a proper place for it: I therefore now re¬ 
turn again to the remaining part of the present 
narration. 

2. For now it was that the Roman general 
came, and led his army against Elenzar and 
those Sicarii who held the fortress Masada to¬ 
gether with him; and for the whole country ad 
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joining, he presently gained it, and put garrisons 
tnto the most proper places of it: he also built a 
wall quite round the entire fortress, that none of 
the besieged might easily escape: he also set his 
men to guard the several parts of it: he also 
itched his camp in such an agreeable place as 
e had chosen for the siege, and at which place 
the rock belonging to the fortress did make the 
nearest approach to the neighboring mountain, 
which yet was a place of difficulty for getting 
plenty of provisions; for it was not only food that 
was to be brought from a great distance [to the 
army,] and this with a great deal of pains to those 
Jews who were appointed for that purpose, but 
water was also to be brought to the camp, be¬ 
cause the place afforded no fountain that was 
near it. When therefore Silva had ordered these 
affairs beforehand, he fell to besieging the place; 
which siege was likely to stand in need of a great 
deal of skill and pains, by reason of the strength 
of the fortress, the nature of which I will now 
describe. 

3. There was a rock, not small in circumfe¬ 
rence, and very high. It was encompassed with 
valleys of such Vast depth downward, that the 
eye could not reach their bottoms: they were 
abrupt, and such as no animal could walk upon, 
excepting at two places of the rock, where it 
subsides, in order to afford a passage for ascent, 
though not without difficulty. .Now, of the ways 
that lead to it, one is that from the lake Asphal- 
titis, towards the sunrising, and another on v the 
west, where the ascent is easier: the one of 
these ways is called the Serpent, as resembling 
that animal in its narrowness and its perpetual 
windings; for it is broken off at the prominent 
precipices of the rock, and returns frequently 
into itself, and lengthening again by little and 
little, hath much ado to proceed forward; and 
he that would walk along it must first go on one 
leg and then on the other: there is also nothing 
but destruction, in case your feet slip; for on 
each side there js a vastly deep chasm and pre¬ 
cipice, sufficient to quell the courage of every 
body by the terror it infuses into the mind. 
When, therefore, a man hath gone along this 
way for thirty furlongs, the rest is the top of the 
hill, not ending at a small point, but is no other 
than a plain upon the highest part of the moun¬ 
tain. Upon this top ol the hill Jonathan the 
high priest first of all built a fortress, and called 
it Masada; after which the rebuilding of this 
place employed the care of king Herod to a 
great degree: he also built a wall round about 
the entire top of the hill, seven furlongs long: it 
was composed of white stone; its height was 
twelve, and its breadth eight cubits; there were 
also erected upon the wall thirty-eight towers, 
each of them fifty cubits high; out of which you 
might pass into lesser edifices, which were built 
on the inside, round the entire wall; for the king 
reserved the top of the hill, which was of a fat 
soil, and better mould than any valley for agri¬ 
culture, that such as committed themselves to 
this fortress for their preservation, might not 
even there be quite destitute of food, in case they 
fchould ever be in want of it from abroad. More¬ 
over, he built a palace therein at the western as¬ 
cent; it was within and beneath the walls of the 
citadel, but inclined to its north side. Now the 
wall of this palace was very high and strong, and 
had at its four corners towers sixty cubits high. 
The furniture also of the edifices, and of the 
cloisters, and of the baths, was of great variety, 
and very costly; and these buildings were sup¬ 
ported by pillars of single stones on every side; 
the walls also and the Uoors of the edifices were 
aved with stones of several colors. He also 
ad cut many and great pits, as reservoirs for 
water, out of the rocks, at every one of the 
places that were inhabited, both above and round 
about the palace, and before the wall; and by 
this contrivance he endeavored to have water 
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for several uses, as if there had been no foun¬ 
tains there. Here was also a road dug from the 
palace, and leading to the very top of the moun¬ 
tain, which yet could not be seen by such as 
were without [the walls;] nor,indeed,could ene¬ 
mies easily make use of the plain roads; for the 
road on the east side, as we have already taken 
notice, could not be walked upon by reason of its 
nature; and for the western road, he built a 
large tower at its narrowest place, at no less a 
distance from the top of the hill than a thousand 
cubits; which tower could not possibly be pass¬ 
ed by, nor could it be easily taken; nor, indeed, 
could those that walked along it, without any 
fear, such was its contrivance, easiiv get to the 
end of it; and after such a manner was this cita¬ 
del fortified, both by nature and by the hands of 
men, in order to frustrate the attacks of enemies. 

4. As for the furniture that was within this for¬ 
tress, it was still more wonderful, on account of 
its splendor and long continuance; for here was 
laid up corn in great quantities, and such as 
would subsist men for a long time; here was also 
wine and oil in abundance, with all kinds of pulse 
and dates heaped up together; all which Elea- 
zar found there, when he and his Sicarii got 
possession of the fortress by treachery. These 
fruits were also fresh and full ripe, and no way 
inferior to such fruits newly laid in, although they 
were little short of a hundred years*" from the 
laying in these provisions, [by Herod] till the 
place w f as taken by the Romans; nay, indeed, 
when the Romans got possession of those fruits 
that were left, they found them not corrupted 
all that while; nor should we be mistaken, it we 
suppose that the air was here the cause of their 
enduring so long; this fortress being so high, and 
so free from the mixture of all terrene and mud¬ 
dy particles of matter. There w’as also found 
here a large quantity of all sorts of weapons of 
war, which had been treasured up by that king, 
and were sufficient for ten thousand men; there 
was cast iron, and brass, and tin, which show that 
he had taken much pains to have all things here 
ready for the greatest occasions; for the report 
goes how Herod thus prepared this fortress on 
his own account, as a refuge against two kinds of 
danger; the one for fear of the multitude of the 
Jews, lest they should depose him, and restore 
their former kings to the government; the other 
danger was greater and more terrible, which 
arose from Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, who did 
not conceal her intentions, but spoke often to An¬ 
tony, and desired him to cut off Herod, and en¬ 
treated him to bestow the kingdom of Judea 
upon her. And certainly it is a great wonder 

1 that Antony did never comply with her com¬ 
mands in this point, as he was so miserably en¬ 
slaved to his passion for her; nor should any 
one have been surprised if she had been gratified 
iu such her request. So the fear of these dan¬ 
gers made Herod rebuild Masada, and thereby 
leave it for the finishing stroke of the Romans in 
this Jewish war. 

5. Since therefore the Roman commander S:.- 
va had now built a wall oil the outside, rouna 
about this whole place, as we have said already 
and had thereby made a most accurate provision 
to prevent any one of the besieged running away, 
he undertook the siege himself, though he found 
but one single place that would admit of the banks 
he was to raise: for behind that tower which se¬ 
cured the road that led to the palace, and to the 
top of the hill, from the west, there was a certain 
eminency of the rock, very broad and very pro¬ 
minent, but three hundred cubits beneath the 
highest parts of Masada; it was called the White 
Promontory. Accordingly lie got upon that part 
of the rock, and ordered the army to bring earth; 
and when they fell to that work with alacrity, 

♦Pliny and others confirm this strange paradox, that 
provisions laid up against sieges will continue good a 
hundred years, as Spanhcim notes upon this place 
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and abundance of them together, the bank was 
raised, and became solid for two hundred cubits 
in height. Yet was not this bank thought suffi¬ 
ciently high for the use of the engines that 
were to be bet upon it; but still another elevated 
work of great stones compacted together was 
raised upon that bank; this was fifty cubits, 
both in breadth and height. The other machines 
that were noiv got ready, were like to those that 
had been first devised by Vespasian, and after¬ 
ward by Titus, for sieges. There was also a 
tower made of the height of sixty cubits, and all 
over plated with iron, out of which the Romans 
threw darts and stones from the engines, and 
soon made those that fought from the walls of the 
place to retire, and would not let them lift up 
their heads above the works. At the same time 
Silva ordered that great battering-ram which he 
had made to be brought thither, and to be set 
against the wall, and to make frequent batteries 
against it, which, with some difficulty, broke 
down a part of the wall and quite overthrew’ it. 
However, the Sicarii made haste, and presently 
built another wall within that, which should not be 
liable to the same misfortune from the machines 
with the other; it was made soft and yielding, 
and so was capable of avoiding the terrible blows 
that affected the other. It was framed after 
the following manner: they laid together great 
beams of wood lengthways, one close to the end 
of another, and the same way in which they were 
cut; there were two of these rows parallel to one 
another, and Laid at such a distance from each 
other as the breadth of the wall required, and 
earth w r as put into the space between those rows. 
Now, that the earth might not fall away upon the 
elevation of this bank to a greater height, they 
farther laid other beams over across them, and 
thereby bound those beams together that lay 
lengthways. This work of theirs was like a real 
edifice; and when the machines were applied, 
the blows were weakened by its yielding, and as 
the materials by such concussions were shaken 
closer together, the pile by that means became 
firmer than before. When Silva saw this, he 
thought it best to endeavor the taking of this 
wall by setting fire to it: so he gave order that 
the soldiers should throw a great number of 
burning torches upon it; accordingly, as it was 
chiefly made of wood, it soon took tire; and when 
it was once set on fire, its hollowness made that 
fire spread to a mighty flame. Now at the very be¬ 
ginning of this fire, a north wind that then blew 
proved terrible to the Romans; for, by bringing 
the llame downward, it drove it upon them, ana 
they were almost in despair of success, as fear¬ 
ing their machines would be burnt: but after 
this, on a sudden, the wind changed into the 
south, as if it were done by Divine Rrovidence, 
and blew strongly the contrary way, and carried 
the flame, and drove it against the wall, which 
was now on fire through its entire thickness. So 
the Romans, having now assistance from God, 
returned to their camp with joy, and resolved to 
attack their enemies the very next day; on 
which occasion they set their watch more care¬ 
fully that night, lest any of the Jews should run 
away from them without being discovered. 

0. However, neither did Eleazar once think of 
flying away, nor would he permit any one else 
to do 60; but when he saw their wall burned 
down by the fire, and could devise no other way 
of escaping, or room for their farther courage, 
and setting before their eyes what the Romans 
would do to them, their children, and their wives, 
if they got them tuto their power, he consulted 
about having them all slain. Now, as he judged 

• Tho speeches in this and tho next section, as intro¬ 
duced under tho person of this Eleazar, aro exceeding re¬ 
markable, and on tho noblest subjects, the contempt of 
death, and tho dignity and immortality of tho son!; and 
that not only among the Jews, but among tho Indians 
themselves also, and aro highly worthy the perusal of all 


this to be the best thing they could do in their pre¬ 
sent circumstances, he gathered the most coura¬ 
geous of his companions together, and encouraged 
them to take thnt course by a speech* which he 
made to them in the manner following: “Since we, 
long ago, my generous friends, resolved never to 
he servants to the Romans, nor to any other than to 
God himself, who alone is the true and just Lord 
of mankind, the time is now come that obliges us 
to make that resolution true in practice. And let 
us not at this time bring a reproach upon our¬ 
selves for self-contradiction, while we formerly 
would not undergo slavery, though it were then 
without danger, but must now, together with 
slavery, choose such punishments also, as are in¬ 
tolerable: I mean this upon the supposition that 
the Romans once reduce us under their power 
while we are alive. We were the very first 
that revolted from them, and we are the last that 
fight against them; and I cannot but esteem it as 
a favor that God hath granted us, that it is still 
in our power to die bravely, and in a state of free¬ 
dom, which hath not been the case of others, who 
were conquered unexpectedly. It is very plain 
that we shall be taken within aday’s time, but 
it is still an eligible thing to die after a glorious 
manner, together with our dearest friends. This 
is what our enemies themselves cannot by any 
means hinder, although they be very desirous 
to take us alive. Nor can we propose to our¬ 
selves any more to fight them, and beat them. It 
had been proper indeed for us to have conjectur¬ 
ed at the purposes of God much sooner, at the 
very first, when we were so desirous of defend¬ 
ing our liberties, and when we received such sore 
treatment from one another, and worse treat¬ 
ment from our enemies, and to have been sensi¬ 
ble that the same God, who had of old taken the 
Jewish nation into his favor, had now condemn¬ 
ed them to destruction; for had he either con¬ 
tinued favorable, or been but in a lesser de¬ 
gree displeased with us, he had not overlooked 
the destruction of so many men, or delivered hi» 
most holy city to be burnt and demolished by our 
enemies. To be sure we weakly hoped to have 
preserved ourselves, and ourselves alone, still in a 
state of freedom, as if we had been guilty of na 
sins ourselves against God, nor been partners 
with those of others: we also taught other men 
to preserve their liberty. Wherefore, consider 
how God hath convinced us that our hopes were 
in vain, by bringing such distress upon us in the 
desperate state we are now in, and which is be¬ 
yond all our expectations: for the nature of this 
fortress, which was in itself unconquerable, hath 
not proved a means of our deliverance; and even 
while vve have slill great abundance of food, and a 
great quantity of arms and other necessaries more 
than we want, we are openly deprived by God 
himself of all hope of delivernnce, for that fire 
which was driven upon our enemies, did not of 
its own accord turn back upon the wall which 
we had built: this was the effect of God’s anger 
against us for our manifold sins, which wt have 
been guilty of in a most insolent and extrava¬ 
gant manner with regard to our own countrymen * r 
the punishments of which let us not receive from 
the Romans, but from God himself, as executed 
by our own hands; for these will be more mode¬ 
rate than the other. Let our wives die before 
they nre abused, and our children before they 
have tasted of slavery; and niter we have slain 
them, let us bestow thnt glorious benefit upon 
one another mutually, and preserve ourselves in 
freedom, as nn excellent funeral monument for 
us. But first, let us destroy our money and the 
fortress by fire; for I am well assured that this 

the curinus. It seems as if that philosophic lady whosur • 
vivcd.ch. ix. sect. 1, 2, remembered the subsloneo of theso 
discourses, ns spoken by Eleazar, and so Josephus clothed 
them in his own words; at tho lowest, they contain tho 
Jewish not ions on these heads, as understood then by our Jo¬ 
sephus, and cannot but deserve a suitable regard from us. 
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would be a great grief to the Romans, that they 
shall not be able to seize upon our bodies, and 
6hall fail of our wealth also: and let us spare 
nothing but our provisions; for they will be a 
testimonial when we are dead, that we were not 
subdued for want of necessaries, but that, ac¬ 
cording to our original resolution, we have pre¬ 
ferred death before slavery.*’ 

7. This was Eleazar’s speech to them. Yet 
did not the opinions of all the auditors acqui¬ 
esce therein: out although some of them were 
very zealous to put his advice in practice, and 
were in a manner filled with pleasure at it; and 
thought death to be a good thing, yet had those 
that were most effeminate a commiseration for 
their wives and families; and when these men 
were especially moved by the prospect of their 
own certain death, they looked wistfully at one 
another, and by the tears that v^ere in their eyes, 
declared their dissent from his opinion. YVhen 
Eleazar saw these people in such fear, and that 
their souls were dejected at so prodigious a pro¬ 
posal, he was afraid lest perhaps these effemi¬ 
nate persons should by their lamentations and 
tears enfeeble those that heard what he had said 
courageously; so he did not leave off exhorting 
them, but stirred up himself, and recollecting pro¬ 
per arguments for raising their courage, he un¬ 
dertook to speak more briskly and fully to them, 
and that concerning the immortality of the soul. 
So he made a lamentable groan, and filing his 
eyes intently on those that wept, he spoke thus: 
** Truly I was greatly mistaken, when I thought 
to be assisting to brave men who struggled hard 
for their liberty, and to such as were resolved 
either to live with honor, or else to die: but I 
find that you are such people as are no better 
than others either in virtue or in courage, and 
are afraid of dying, though you be delivered 
thereby from the greatest miseries, while you 
ought to make no delay in this matter, nor to 
await any one to give you good advice; for the 
laws of our country, and of God himself, have, 
from ancient times, and as soon as ever we could 
use our reason, continually taught us, and our 
forefathers have corroborated the same doctrine 
by their actions, and by their bravery of mind, 
that it is life that is a calamity to men, and not 
death; for this last affords our souls their liberty, 
and sends them by a removal into their own 
place of purity, where they are to be insensible 
of all 3orts of misery; for while souls are tied 
down to a mortal body, they are partakers of its 
miseries; aud really, to speak the truth, they are 
themselves dead; for the union of what is divine, 
to what is mortal is disagreeable. It is true, 
the power of the soul is great, even when it is 
imprisoned in a mortal body: for by moving it 
after a way that is invisible, it makes the body a 
sensible instrument, and causes it to advance 
farther in its actions than mortal nature could 
otherwise do. However, when it is freed from 
that weight which draws it down to the earth, and 
is connected, with it, it obtains its own proper 
lace, and does theft become a partaker of tnat 
lessed power, and those abilities which are then 
every way incapable of being hindered in their 
operations. It continues invisible, indeed, to the 
eyes of men, as does God himself; for certainly 
it is not itself seen, while it is in the body, for it 
is there after an invisible manner, and when it is 
freed from it, it is still not seen. It is this soul 
which hath one nature, and that an incorruptible 
one also: but yet is it the cause of the change 
that is made in the body, for whatsoever it be 
which the soul touches, that lives and flourishes, 
and from whatsoever it is removed, that withers 
away and dies; such a degree is there in it of 
immortality. Let me produce the state of sleep 
as a most evident demonstration of the truth of 
what I say; wherein souls, when the body does 
not distract them, have the sweetest rest de¬ 
pending on themse.ves, and conversing with God, 
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by their alliance to him; they then go every 
where, and foretell many futurities beforehand. 
And why are we afraid of death, while we are 
pleased with the rest we have in sleep'. 1 And 
now absurd a thing it is to pursue after liberty 
while we are alive, and yet to envy it to ourselves 
where it will be eternal? We, therefore, who 
have been brought up in a discipline of our own, 
ought to become an example to others of our 
readiness to die. Yet, if we do stand in need of 
foreigners to support us in this matter, let us re¬ 
gard those Indians who profess the exercise of 
philosophy; for these good men do but unwil¬ 
lingly undergo the time of life and look upon it 
as a necessary servitude, and make haste to let 
their souls loose from their bodies: nay, when 
no misfortune presses them to it, nor drives them 
upon it, these have such a desire of a life of im¬ 
mortality, that they tell other men beforehand 
that they are about to depart; and nobody hin¬ 
ders them, but every one thinks them happy men, 
and gives them letters to be carried to their fa¬ 
miliar friends [that are dead,] so firmly and cer¬ 
tainly do they believe that souls converse with 
one another in the [other world.] So when these 
men have heard all such commands that were to 
be given them, they deliver their body to the 
fire; and, in order to their getting their soul a 
separation from the body in the greatest purity, 
they die in the midst of hymns of commendation 
made to them; for their dearest friends conduct 
them to their death more readily than do any of 
the rest of mankind conduct their fellow-citizens 
when they are going a very long journey, who at 
the same time weep on their own account, but 
look upon the others as happy persons, as so soon 
to be made partakers of the immortal order of 
beings. Are not we, therefore, ashamed to have 
lower notions than the Indians? and by our own 
cowardice to fay a base reproach upon the laws 
of our country, which are so much dfesired and 
imitated by all mankind? But put the case that 
we had been brought up under another persua¬ 
sion, and taught that life is the greatest good 
which men are capable of, and that death is a ca¬ 
lamity; however, the circumstances we are now 
iu ought to be an inducement to us to bear such 
calamity courageously, since it is by the will of 
God, and by necessity, that we are to die; for it 
now appears that God hath made such a decree 
against the whole Jewish nation, that we are to 
be deprived of this life which [he knew] we would 
not make a due use of. For do not you ascribe 
the occasion of our present condition to your¬ 
selves, nor think the Romans are the true occa¬ 
sion that this war we have had with them is be¬ 
come so destructive to us all: these things have 
not come to pass by their power, but a more pow¬ 
erful cause hath intervened, and made us afford 
them an occasion of their appearing to be con¬ 
querors over us. What Roman weapons, I pray 
you, were those, by which the Jews of Caesarea 
were slain? On the contrary, when they were 
no way disposed to rebel, but were all the while 
keeping their seventh day festival, and did not 
so much as lift up their hands against the citi¬ 
zens of Caesarea, yet did these citizens run upon 
them in great crowds, and cut their throats, 
and the throats of their wives and children, and 
this without any regard to the Romans them¬ 
selves; who never took us for their enemies till 
we revolted from them. But some may be 
ready to say, that truly the people of Caesarea 
had always a quarrel against those that lived 
among them ; and that when an opportunity offer¬ 
ed itself they only satisfied the old rancor they 
had against them. What then shall we say to 
those of Scythopolis, who ventured to wage 
war with us on account of the Greeks? ATor did 
they do it by way of revenge upon the Romans, 
when they acted in concert with our countrymen. 
Wherefore, you see how little our good-will and 
fidelity to them profited us, while they were slain 
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they and their whole families, after the most in¬ 
human manner, which was all the requital that 
was made them for the assistance they had af¬ 
forded the others; for that very same destruction 
which they had prevented from falling- upon the 
others, did they suffer themselves from them, as 
if they had been ready to be the actors against 
them. It would be too long for me to speak at 
this time of every destruction brought upon us; 
for you cannot but know, that there was not any 
one Syrian city which did not slay their Jewish 
inhabitants, and were not more bitter enemies 
to us than were the Romans themselves: nay, 
even those of Damascus, when they were able 
to allege no tolerable pretence against us, filled 
their CJty with the most barbarous slaughters of 
our people, and cut the throats of eighteen thou¬ 
sand* Jew’s, with their wives and children. And 
as to the multitude of those that were slain in 
Egypt, and that w T ith torments also, we have 
been informed they were more than sixty thou¬ 
sand: those indeed being in a foreign country, 
and so naturally meeting with nothing to oppose 
against their enemies, were killed in the manner 
forementioned. As for all those of us who have 
waged war against the Romans in our own coun¬ 
try, had we not sufficient reason to have sure 
hopes of victory? For w’e had arms, and walls, 
and fortresses so prepared as not to be easily 
taken, and courage not to be moved by any dan¬ 
gers in the cause of liberty, which encouraged 
us all to revolt from the Romans. But then these 
advantages sufficed us but for a short time, and 
only raised our hopes, while they really appear¬ 
ed to be the origin of our miseries; for all we had 
hath been taken from us, and all hath fallen un¬ 
der our enemies, as if these advantages were only 
to lender their victory over us the more glori¬ 
ous, and were not disposed for the preservation 
of those by whom these preparations were made. 
And as for those that are already dead in the war, 
it is reasonable w’e should esteem them blessed, 
for they are dead in defending, and not in betray¬ 
ing their liberty; but as to the multitude of those 
that are now’ under the Romans, who would not 
ity their condition; and who would not make 
aste to die before he would suffer the same mi¬ 
series with them? Some of them have been put 
upon the rack, and tortured with fire and whip¬ 
pings, and so died; some have been half devour¬ 
ed by wild beasts, and yet have been reserved 
alive to be devoured by them a second time, in 
order to afford laughter and sport to our ene¬ 
mies; and such of those as are alive still, are to 
be looked on as the most miserable, who, being 
so desirous of death, could not come at it. And 
where is now’ that great city, the metropolis of 
the Jewish nation? which was fortified by so 
many walls round about, which had so many 
fortresses and large towers to defend it, which 
could hardly contain the instruments prepared 
for the war, and which had so many ten thou¬ 
sands of men to fight for it? Where is this city 
that was believed to have God hinisc If inhabiting 
therein? It is now demolished to the very foun¬ 
dations, and hath nothing but that monument of 
it preserved, I mean the camp of those that have 
destroyed it, which still dwells upon its ruins; 
some unfortunate old men also lie upon the ashes 
of tbe temple, and a few’ women are there pre¬ 
served alive by the enemy for our bitter shame 
and reproach. Now, who is there that revolves 
these things in his mind, and yet is able to bear 
the sight of the sun, though he might live out of 
danger? Who is there so much his country’s 
enemy, or so unmanly, and so desirous of living, 
as not to repent that he is still alive? and 1 can¬ 
not but wish that w r e had all died before we bad 
seen that holy city demolished bv the hands of 
our enemies, or the foundations ot our holy tem- 

• B. ii. ch. xx. seel. 2, where the number of ihe 
plain i» hut 10,000. 

t Reland here sets down a parallel aphorism of ono of 


pie dug up after so profane a manner. But since 
we had a generous hope that deluded us, a 3 if 
we might, perhaps, have been able to avenge 
ourselves on our enemies on that account, though 
it be now become vanity, and hath left us alone 
in this distress, let us make haste to die bravely. 
Let us pity ourselves, our children, and our 
wives, while it is in our own power to show pity 
to them; for we were born to die,+ as well as 
those were whom we have begotten; nor Is it in 
the power of the most happy of our race to avoid 
it. But for abuses and slavery, and the sight of 
our wives led away after an ignominious manner, 
with their children, these are not such evils as 
are natural and necessary among men; although 
such as do not prefer death before those mise¬ 
ries, when it is in their power so to do, must un¬ 
dergo even them on account of their own cow¬ 
ardice. We revolted from the Romans with great 
pretensions to courage; and when at the very 
last they invited us to preserve ourselves, we 
would not comply with them. Who will not, 
therefore, believe that they will certainly be in a 
rage at us, in case they can lake us alive? Mise¬ 
rable will then be the young men, who will be 
strong enough in their bodies to sustain many 
torments; miserable also will be those of elder 
years, who will not be able to bear those calami¬ 
ties which young men might sustain. One man 
will be obliged to hear the voice of his son im- 
loring help of his father, when his hands are 
ound. But certainly our hands are still at liber¬ 
ty, and have a sword in them; let them, then, be 
subservient to us in our glorious design; let us 
die before we become slaves under our enemies, 
and let us go out of the world, together with our 
children and our wives, in a state of freedom. 
This it is that our laws command us to do; this 
it is that our wives and children crave at our 
hands; nay, God himself hath brought this ne¬ 
cessity upon us; while the Romans desire the 
contrary, and are afraid lest any of us should die 
before we are taken. Let us, therefore, make 
haste, and, instead of affording them so much 
pleasure as they hope for in getting us under 
their power, let us leave them an example which 
shall at once cause their astonishment at our 
death, and their admiration of our hardiness 
therein.” 

CHAP. IX. 

How the People that were in the Fortress were 
prevailed on by the Wards of Eleazar, two Wo~ 
men and five Children only excepted, and all 
submitted to be killed by one another. 

6 1. Now, as Eleazar was proceeding on in this 
exhortation, they all cut him off short, and made 
haste to do the work, as full of an unconquerable 
ardor of mind, and moved with a demoniacal 
fury. So they went their ways, as one still en¬ 
deavoring to be before another, and as thinking 
that this eagerness would be a demonstration of 
their courage and good conduct if they could 
avoid appearing in the last class; so great was 
the zeal they were in to slay their wives, and 
children, and themselves also. Nor indeed, when 
they came to the work itself did their courage 
fail them, as one might imagine it would have 
done; but they then held fast the same resolu¬ 
tion without wavering, which they had upon the 
hearing of Eleazar’s speech, while yet every one 
of then) still retained tne natural passion ol love 
to themselves and their families, because the 
reasoning they went upon appeared to them to 
be very just, even with regard to those that were 
dearest to them; for the husbands tenderly em¬ 
braced their wives, and took their children into 
their arms, and gave the longest parting kisses 
to them, with tears in their eyes. Yet at the 
same time did they complete what they had re- 

thc Jewish rabbins: “ Wc are born that we may die, and 
die that we may live.” 
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lolved on, as if they had been executed by the 
hands of strangers; and they had nothing else 
for their comfort but the necessity they were in 
of doing this execution, to avoid that prospect 
they had of the miseries they were to suffer from 
their enemies. Nor was there at length any one 
of these men found that scrupled to act their 
part in this terrible execution, but every one of 
them despatched his dearest relations. Misera¬ 
ble men, indeed, were they) whose distress forced 
them to slay their own wives and children with 
their own hands, as the lightest of those evils 
that were before them. So they being not able 
to bear the grief they were under for what they 
had done any longer, and esteeming it an injury 
to those they had slain, to live even the shortest 
space of time after them, they presently laid all 
they had in a heap, and set fire to it. They then 
chose ten men by lot out of them, to slay all the 
rest; everyone of whom laid himself down by 
his wife and children on the ground, and threw 
his arms about them, and they offered their necks 
to the stroke of those who by lot executed that 
melancholy office: and when these ten had, with¬ 
out fear, slain them all, they made the same rule 
for casting lots for themselves, that he whose lot 
it was should first kill the other nine, and after 
all should kill himself. Accordingly, all these 
had courage sufficient to be no way behind one 
another in doing or suffering; so, for a conclusion, 
the nine offered their necks to the executioner, 
and he who was the last of all took a view of all 
the other bodies, lest perchance some or other 
among so many that were slain should want his 
assistance to be quite despatched, and when he 
perceived that they were all slain, he set fire to 
the palace, and with the great force of his hand 
ran nis sword entirely through himself, and fell 
down dead near to his own relations. So these 
people died with this intention, that they would 
leave not so much as one soul among them all 
alive to be subject to the Romans. Yet was 
there an ancient woman, and another who was of 
kin to Eleazar, and superior to most women iu 
rudence and learning, with five children, who 
ad concealed themselves in caverns under 
round, and had carried water thither for their 
rink, and were hidden there when the rest were 
intent upon the slaughter of one another. Those 
others were nine hundred and sixty in number, 
the women and children being withal included 
in that computation. This calamitous slaughter 
was made on the fifteenth day of the month Xan- 
thicus [Nisan.] 

2. Now for the Romans, they expected that 
they should be fought in the morning, when ac¬ 
cordingly they put on their armor, and laid 
bridges of plank upon their ladders from their 
banks, to make an assault upon the fortress, 
which they did; but saw nobody as an enemy, 
but a terrible solitude on every side, with a fire 
within the place, as well as a perfect silence. So 
they were at a loss to guess at what had happen¬ 
ed. At length they made a shout, as if it had 
been at a blow given bv thebattering ram, to try 
whether they could bring any one out that was 
within: the women heard this noise, and came 
out of their underground cavern, and informed 
the Romans what had been done, as it was done; 
and the' second of them clearly described all, 
both what was said and what was done, and the 
manner of it: yet did they not easily give their 
attention to such a desperate undertaking, and 
did not believe it could be as they said; they also 
attempted to put the fire out, and quickly cutting 
themselves a way through it, they came within 
the palace, and so met with the multitude of the 
slain, but could take no pleasure in the fact 

* Since Josephus here informs us, that some of these 
Sicarii or ruffians went from Alexandria (which was itself 
in Egypt, in a large sense) into Egypt and Thebes, there 
situated, Reland well observes from Vosius, that Egypt 
sometimes denotes Proper or Upper Egypt, as distinct 
75 
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though it were done to their enemies. Nor could 
they do other than wonder at the courage of 
their resolution, and the immoveable contempt 
of death which so great a number of them had 
shown, when they went through with such an ac¬ 
tion as that was.* 

CHAP. X. 

Thatmany of the Sicarii Jlcd to Alexandria also , 
and what Dangers they were in there; on which 
account, that Temple, which had formerly been 
built by Onias the High Priest, was destroyed. 

$ 1. When Masada was thus taken, the gene¬ 
ral left a garrison in the fortress to keep it, and 
he himself went to Caesarea; for there were now* 
no enemies left in the country, but it was all 
overthrown by so long a war. Yet did this war 
afford disturbances and dangerous disorders even 
in places very far remote from Judea; for still it 
came to pass, that many Jews were slain at Al¬ 
exandria in Egypt; for as many of the Sicarii as 
were able to fly thither, out of the seditious wars 
in Judea, were not content to have saved them¬ 
selves, but must needs be undertaking to make 
new disturbances, and persuaded many of those 
that entertained them to assert their liberty, to 
esteem the Romans to be no better than them¬ 
selves, and to look upon God as their only Lord 
and Master. But when part of the Jews of re¬ 
putation opposed them, they slew some of them, 
and with the others they were very pressing in 
their exhortations to revolt from the Romans; 
but when the principal men of the senate saw 
what madness they were come to, they thought 
it no longer safe for themselves to overlook them. 
So they got all the Jews together to an assembly, 
and accused the madness of the Sicarii, and de¬ 
monstrated that they had been the authors of all 
the evils that had come upon them. They said 
also, that “these men, now they were run away 
from Judea, having no sure hope of escaping 
because as soon as ever they shall be known, they 
will be soon destroyed bv the Romans, they come 
hither and fill us full of those calamities which be¬ 
long to them, while we have not been partakers 
with them in any of their sins.” Accordingly 
they exhorted the multitude to have a care lest 
they should be brought to destruction by their 
means, and to make their apology to the Romans 
for what had been done, by delivering these men 
up to them; who being thus apprized of the 
greatness of the danger they were in, complied 
with what was proposed, and ran with great vio¬ 
lence upon the Sicarii, and seized upon them; 
and indeed six hundred of them were caught im¬ 
mediately; but as to all those that fled into 
Egypt,* and to the Egyptian Thebes, it was not 
long ere they were caught also, and brought 
back, whose courage, or whether we ought to 
call it madness, or hardness in their opinions, 
every body was amazed at. For when all sorts 
of torments and vexations of their bodies that 
could be devised were made use of to them, they 
could not get any one of them to comply so far 
as to confess, or seem to confess, that Ciesar was 
their lord; but they preserved their own opinion 
in spite of all the distress they were brought to, 
as if they received these torments and the fire 
itself with bodies insensible of pain, and with a 
soul that in a manner rejoiced under them. But 
what was most of all astonishing to the behold¬ 
ers, was the courage of the children; for no one 
of these children was so far overcome by 1 hese 
torments, as to name Ca?sar for their lore : so 
far does the strength of the courage fof the uoulj 
prevail over the weakness of the body. 

2. Now Lupus did then govern Alexandria, who 

from Delta and the lower parts near Palestine. Accord > 
ingly, as he adds, those that say it never rains in Egypt, 
must mean the Proper or Upper Egypt, because it doe» 
sometimes rain in the other parts. See the notea o* 
Antiq. 13. ii. ch. vii. sect. 7; and B. iii. ch. i. sect. 6. 

2 Z 2 




WARS OF THE JEWS. 


578 


presently sent Caesar word of this commotion, 
who having in suspicion the restless temper of 
the Jews lor innovation, and being- afraid lest 
they should get together again, and persuade 
some others to join with them, gave orders to 
Lupus to demolish that Jewish temple,* which 
was in the region called Onion, and ivas in 
Egypt; which was built, and had its denomina¬ 
tion from the occasion following: Onias, the son 
of Simon, one of the Jewish high priests, fled 
from Antiochus the king of Syria, when he made 
war with the Jews, and came to Alexandria; and 
as Ptolemy received him very kindly on account 
of his hatred to Antiochus, he assured him, that 
if he would comply with his proposal, he would 
bring all the Jews to his assistance; and when 
the king agreed to do it so far as he was able, he 
desired him to give him leave to build a temple 
somewhere in Egypt, and to worship God ac¬ 
cording to the customs of his own country; for 
that the Jews would then be so much readier to 
fight against Antiochus, who had laid w r aste the 
temple at Jerusalem, and that they would then 
come to him with greater good-will, and that by 
granting them liberty of conscience, very many 
of them would come over to him. 

3. So Ptolemy complied with bis proposals, and 
gave him a place one hundred and eighty fur¬ 
longs distant from Memphis.f That JVomos was 
called the JVoinos of Heliopolis, where Onias built 
a fortress and a temple, not like to that of Jeru¬ 
salem, but such as resembled a tower. He built 
it of large stones, to the height of sixty cubits; 
he made the structure of the altar in imitation of 
that in our own country, and in like manner 
adorned with gifts, excepting the make of the 
candlestick, for he did not make a candlestick, 
but had a [single] lamp hammered out of a piece 
of gold, which illuminated the place with its rays, 
and which he hung by a chain of gold; but the 
entire temple was encompassed with a wall of 
burnt brick, though it had gates of stone. The 
king also gave him a large country for a revenue 
in money, that both the priests might have a 
plentiful provision made for them, and that God 
might have great abundance of what things were 
necessary for his worship. Yet did not Onias 
do this out of a sober disposition, but he had a 
mind to contend with tne Jews at Jerusalem, 
and could not forget the indignation he had for 
being banished thence. Accordingly he thought 
that by building this temple he should draw away 
a great number from them to himself. There had 
been also a certain ancient prediction made by [a 
prophet] whose name was Isaiah, about six hun¬ 
dred years before, that this temple should be 
built by a man that w-as a Jew, in Egypt.}: And 
this is the history of the building of that temple. 

4. And now Lupus, the governor of Alexandria, 
upon the receipt of Ctesar’s letter, came to the 
temple, and carried out of it some of the dona¬ 
tions dedicated thereto, and shut the temple 
itself. And as Lupus died a little afterward, 
Faulinus succeeded him. This man left none of 
those donations there, and threatened the priests 
severely if they did not bring them all out; nor 
did he permit any w ho were desirous of worship¬ 
ping God there, so much as to come near the 
whole sacred place. Hut when he had shut up 
the gates, he made it entirely inaccessible, inso¬ 
much that there remained no longer the least 
footsteps of any divine worship that had been in 
that place. Now' the duration of the time from 
the building of this temple till it was shut up 
again, was three hundred and forty-three years. 

% Of this temple of Onias’s building in Egypt, sco the 
notes on Aniin. N. xiii. rh. iii. sect. 1. Hut whereas it is 
elsewhere, both Of iho War, It. i. eh. i. seel. l,nnd in the 
Antiquities as now qooted, said, that this temple wa alike 
to that at Jerusalem, and here that it was not like it, but 
liko a tower, sect. 3, there is some reason to suspect the 
reading here, and that either tho negative particle is here 
tp be blotted out, or llio word entirely added. 

t Wo mustt observe, that Josephus hertspcak9 of Anti- 


CHAP. XI. 

Concerning Jonathan, one of the Sicarii , that 

stirred up a Sedition in Cyrenc, and was a false 

Accuser [of the Innocent .] 

$ 1. And now did the madness of the Sicarii, 
like a disease, reach as far as the cities of Cy- 
rene; for one Jonathan, a vile person, aad by- 
trade a weaver, came thither, and prevailed with 
no small number of the poorer sort to give ear to 
him; he also led them into the desert, upon pro¬ 
mising them that he w'ould show them signs aud 
apparitions. And as for the other Jews of Cy- 
rene, he concealed his knavery from them, and 
put tricks upon them: but those of the greatest 
dignity among them informed Catullus, the go¬ 
vernor of the Libyan Pentapolis, of his march into 
the desert, and of the preparations he had made 
for it. So he sent out after him both horsemen 
and footmen, and easily overcame them, because 
they were unarmed men: of these many were 
slain in the fight, but some were taken alive, and 
brought to Catullus. As for Jonathan, the head ( 
of this plot, he fled away at this time, but upon a 
great and very diligent search, which w r as made 
over all the country for him, he was taken also. 
And when he was brought to Catullus, he de¬ 
vised a way whereby he both escaped punish¬ 
ment himself, and afforded an occasion to Catullus 
of doing much mischief; for he falsely accused 
the richest men among the Jews, and said that 
they had put him upon what he did. 

2. Now Catullus easily admitted of these his 
calumnies, and aggravated matters greatly, and 
made tragical exclamations, that he might also 
be supposed to have had a hand in the finishing 
of the Jew r ish war. But what was still harder, 
he did not only give a too easy belief to bis 
stories, but he taught the Sicarii to accuse men 
falsely. He bade this Jonathan, therefore, to 
name one Alexander a Jew v (with whom he had 
formerly had a quarrel, and openly professed 
that he hated him;) he also got him to name his 
wife Bernice, as concerned with him. These 
two Catullus ordered to be slain in the first 
place; nay, after them he caused all the rich 
and wealthy Jews to be slain, being no fewer in 
all than three thousand. This lie thought he 
might do safely, because he confiscated their ef¬ 
fects, and added them to Caesar’s revenues. 

3. Nay, indeed, lest any Jews that lived else¬ 
where should convict him of his villany, he ex¬ 
tended his false accusations further, ana persua¬ 
ded Jonathan, and certain others that were 
caught with him, to bring an accusation of at¬ 
tempts for innovation against the Jews that were 
of tne best character both at Alexandria and at 
Rome. One of these, against whom this trea¬ 
cherous accusation was laid, was Josephus, the 
writer of these books. However, this plot, thus 
contrived by Catullus, did not succeed according 
to his hopes; for though he came himself to 
Rome, and brought Jonathan and his companions 
along with him in bonds, and thought he should 
have had no further inquisition made as to those 
lies that were forged under his government, or 
by his means, yet did Vespasian suspect the mat¬ 
ter, and made an inquiry how far it was true. 
And when he understood that the accusation laid 
ngainst the Jews was an unjust one, he cleared 
them of the crimes charged upon them, and this, 
on account of Titus’s concern about the matter, 
and brought a deserved punishment upon Jona¬ 
than; for he was first tormented, and then burnt 
alive. 

oehus, who profaned ihc temple, as now alive, when Oniaa 
had leave given him hy Philometer to build his temple; 
whereas it seems not tu have hcen actually built till about 
fifteen years afterward. Yet because it is said in the An¬ 
tiquities, tlint Onias went to Philometer, B. xii. ch. ix. sec. 
7, during tho lifetimo of that Antiochus, it is probable he 
petitioned, and, jierhaps obtained his leave then, though 
it were not actually built or finished till fifteen years af¬ 
terward. t Iso. xix. 18—33. 
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4. But as to Catullus, the emperors were so 
gentle to him, that he underwent no severer con¬ 
demnation at this time: yet was it not long be-, 
fore he fell into a complicated and almost incura¬ 
ble distemper, and died miserably. He was not 
only afflicted in body, but the distemper in his 
mind was more heavy upon him than the other; 
for he was terribly disturbed, and continually 
cried out, “That he saw the ghosts of those 
whom he had slain standing before him.” Where¬ 
upon he was not able to contain himself, but leap¬ 
ed out of his bed, as if both torments and fire 
were brought to him. This his distemper grew 
still a great dea worse and worse continually, 
and his very entrails were so corroded, that they 
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fell out of his body, and in that condition he died. 
Thus he became as great an instance of Divine 
Providence as ever was, and demonstrated that 
God punishes wicked men. 

5. And here we shall put an end to this our 
history; wherein we formerly promised to de¬ 
liver "the same with all accuracy, to snch as 
should be desirous of understanding after what 
manner this war of the Romans with the Jews 
was managed. Of which history, how good the 
style is, must be left to the determination of the 
readers; but as for the agreement with the facts, 
I shall not scruple to say, and that boldly, that 
truth hath been what I have alone aimed at 
through its entire composition. 


ANTIQUITY OF THE JEWS. 

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS AGAINST APION.* 

BOOK I. 


§1.1 SUPPOSE that by my books of the An¬ 
tiquities of the Jews, most excellent Epaphrodi¬ 
tus,f I have made it evident to those that peruse 
them, that our Jewish nation is of very great an¬ 
tiquity, and had a distinct subsistence of its own 
originally: as also, I have therein declared, how 
we came to inhabit this country wherein we now 
live. These Antiquities contain the history of 
five thousand years, and are taken out of our sa¬ 
cred books, but are translated by me into the 
Greek tongue. However, since I observe a con¬ 
siderable number of people giving ear to the re¬ 
roaches that are laid against us by those who 
ear ill-will to us, and will not believe what I 
have written cofacerning the Antiquity of our na¬ 
tion, while they take it for a plain sign that our 
uation is of a late date, because they are not so 
much as vouchsafed a bare mention by the most 
famous historiographers among the Grecians; I 
therefore have thought myself under an obliga¬ 
tion to write somewhat briefly about these sub¬ 
jects, in order to convict those that reproach ns, 
of spite and voluntary falsehood, and to correct 
the ignorance of others, and withal to instruct 
all those who are desirous of knowing the truth, 
of what great antiquity we really are. As for 
the witnesses whom I shall produce for the proof 
of what I say, they shall be such as are esteem¬ 
ed to be of the greatest reputation for truth, and 
the most skilful in the knowledge of all antiquity, 
by the Greeks themselves. I will also show, 

* This first book has a wrong title. It is not written 
against Apiou, as is the first part of the second book, but 
against those Greeks in general who would not believe 
Josephus’s former accounts of the very ancient state of 
the Jewish nation, in his XX Books of Antiquities; and 
in particular against Agntharchides, Manetho, Choremon, 
and Lysimachus. It is one of the most learned,excellent, 
and useful books of nil antiquity; and upon Jerom’s pe¬ 
rusal of this and the following hooks, he declares, tlmt “it 
6 oems to him a miraculous thing, how one that was a He¬ 
brew, who had been from his infancy instructed in sacred 
learning, should bo able to produce such a number of tes¬ 
timonies out of profane authors, as if he had road over all 
the Grecian libraries." Epist. 34, ad magnum. And the 
learned Jew, Manassch-bcn-Isrnel, esteemed these two 
books so excellent, as to translate them into Hebrew: this 
we learn from his own catalogue of his works which I have 
seen. As to tho time and place when and where these two 
books were written, the learned have not hitherto been 
able to determine them, any farther than that they were 
written some time after his Antiquities, or some time after 
A. D. 93, which, indeed, is too obvious at their entrance 
to be overlooked even by a careless peruser ; they being 
directly intended ugaiost those that would not believe 
what he had advanced in those bonks concerning the great 


that those who have written so reproachfully 
and falsely about us, are to be convicted by what 
they have written themselves to the contrary. I 
shall also endeavor to give an account of the 
reasons why it hath so happened, that there 
have not been a great number of Greeks who 
have made mention of our nation in their histo¬ 
ries; I will, however, bring those Grecians to 
light, who have not omitted such our history, for 
the sake of those that either do not know them, 
or pretend not to know them already. 

2. And now, in the first place, I cannot but 
greatly wonder at those men, who suppose that 
we must attend to none but Grecians, wheu we 
are inquiring about the most ancient facts, and 
must inform ourselves of their truth from them 
only, while we must not believe ourselves nor 
other men; for I am convinced, that the very 
reverse is the truth of the case: I mean this, if 
we will not be led by vain opinions, but will make 
inquiry after truth from tacts themselves; ,for 
they will find, that almost all which concerns the 
Greeks happened not long ago; nay, one may 
say, is of yesterday only. I speak ot' the build¬ 
ing of their cities, the inventions of their arts, 
and the description of their laws; and as for 
their care about the writing down of their histo¬ 
ries, it is very near the last thing they set about. 
However, they acknowledge themselves so far, 
that they were the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, 
and the Phoenicians, (lor 1 will not now reckon 

antiquity of the Jewish nation. As to the place, they all 
imagine that these two books wore written where the 
former were, I mean at Rome ; and l confess, that I my¬ 
self believed both these determinations till I came to finish 
my notes upon those books, when I met with plain indica¬ 
tions that they were written not at Rome, but in Judea, 
and thisnfter the third year of Trajan, or A. D. 100. 

t Take I)r. Hudson’s note here, which, as it justly con¬ 
tradicts the common opinion that Josephus oil her died un¬ 
der Doinitian, or at least wrote nothing later thun his 
days, so does it perfectly ngroc to my own determinal ion, 
from Justus of Tiberias, that lie wrote or finished hiso.vu 
life after the 3d of Trajan, or A. D. 100, to which Noldiug 
also agrees, de Herod. No. S-'sl. [-E/wj/iArorfifiis.] “ Since 
Flavius Josephus,” says Dr. Hudson, “ wrote for finished] 
his books of Antiquities on the 13th of Doinitian, [A. I). 
93,] nnd after that wrote the memoirs of his own liteas an 
appendix to the books of Antiquities, and at last his two 
books against Apion, and yet dedicated all these writings 
to Epaphroditus, he can hardly be that Epaphroditus who 
was formerly secretary to Nero, and was slain on tho 14ih 
[or 15th] of Domitian, after ho had been for a good while 
m banishment, but another Epnohroditus. n free man and 
procurator of Trajan, as says Grotius on Luke i. 3.’’ 
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ourselves among them,) that have preserved 
the memorials of the most ancient and most 
lasting traditions of mankind; for almost all 
these nations inhabit such countries as are 
least subject to destruction from the world about 
them: and these also have taken especial care 
to have nothing omitted of what was [remark¬ 
ably] done among them, but their history was 
esteemed sacred, and put into public tables, as 
written by men of the greatest wisdom they 
had among them. But as for the place where 
the Grecians inhabit, ten thousand destructions 
have overtaken it, and blotted out the memory 
of former actions; so that they were ever begin¬ 
ning a new way of living, and supposed that every 
one of them was the origin of their new state. 
It was also late, and with difficulty, that they 
came to know the letters they now use; for those 
that would advance their use of these letters to 
the greatest antiquity, pretend that they learned 
them from the Phoenicians and from Cadmus; 
yet is nobody able to demonstrate that they have 
any writing preserved from that time, neither in 
their temples, nor in any other public monu¬ 
ments. This appears, because the time when 
those lived tvho went to the Trojan war, so many 
years afterward, is in great doubt, and great 
inquiry is made, whether the Greeks used their 
letters at that time; and the most prevailing 
opinion, and that nearest the truth, is, that the 
present way of using those letters was unknown 
at that time. However, there is not any writing 
which the Greeks agree to be genuine among 
them ancienter than Homer’s pcems,* who must 
plainly be confessed later than the siege of Troy: 
nay, the report goes, that even he did not leave 
the poems in writing, but that their memory was 
preserved in songs, and they were put together 
afterward, and that this is the reason of such a 
number of variations as are found in them. As 
for those who set themselves about writing their 
histories, I mean such as Cadmus of Miletus, 
and Acusilaus of Argos, and any others that may 
be mentioned as succeeding Acusilaus, they lived 
but a little while before the Persian expedition 
into Greece. But then for those that first in¬ 
troduced philosophy, and the consideration of 
things celestial and divine among them, such as 
Pherecydes the Syrian, and Pythagoras and 
Thales, all with one consent agree, that they 
learned what they knew of the Egyptians and 
Chaldeans, and wrote but little. And these are 
the things which are supposed to be the oldest of 
all among the Greeks; and they have much ado 
to believe that the writings ascribed to those men 
are genuine. 

3. How can it then be other than an absurd 
thing for the Greeks to be so proud, and to vaunt 
themselves to be the only people that arc ac¬ 
quainted with antiquity, and that have delivered 
the true accounts of those early times after an 
accurate manner! Nay, who is there that can¬ 
not easily gather from the Greek writers them¬ 
selves, that they knew but little on any good 
foundation when they set to write, but rather 
wrote their histories from their own conjectures? 

* This preservation of Homer’s poems by momory, and 
not by his own writing them down, and thaL thence they 
were styled rhapsodies , ns sung by him, like hullads, by 
partB, and not composed nnd connected together in com¬ 
plete works, are opinions well known from the ancient 
commentators; though soidi supposnl seems to myself, ns 
well as to Eabriciu*, Ilibliolh. Grac. i. p. 209, and to 
others, highly improhahle. Nor does Josephus say tliprc 
were no uncicntcr writings among the Greeks than Ho¬ 
mer's poems, but lliut Iliev did not fully own any ancienter 
writings pretending to such antiquity, which is true. 

f It well deserves to be considered, that Josephus here 
says, how nil the following Greek historians looked on 
Herodotus as a fabulous author, and presently, soct. 14, 
bow Manclho, that most authentic writer of the Egyptian 
history, greatly complains of his mistakes in the Egyp¬ 
tian affairs; as also that Strabo, B. xi. p. 507, the most ac¬ 
curate geographer and historian, estoemed him such; tbut 


Accordingly they confute one another in their 
own books to purpose, and are not ashamed to 
give us the most contradictory accounts of the 
same things: and I should spend my time to lit¬ 
tle purpose, if I should pretend to teach the 
Greeks that which they know better than I al¬ 
ready, what a great disagreement there is be¬ 
tween Hellanicus and Acusilaus about their ge¬ 
nealogies: in how many cases Acusilaus cor¬ 
rects Hesiod; or after what manner Ephorus de¬ 
monstrates Hellanicus to have told lies in the 
greatest part of his history; as does Timeus in 
like manner as to Ephorus, and the succeeding 
writers do to Timeus, and all the latter wri¬ 
ters do to Herodotus;! nor could Timeus agree 
with Antiochus and Philistius, or with Callias 
about the Sicilian history, no more than do the 
several writers of the Atthidas follow one an¬ 
other about the Athenian aflairs; nor do the his¬ 
torians the like that wrote the Argolics, about the 
affairs of the Argives. And now what need I 
say any more about particular cities and smaller 
places, while in the most approved writers of the 
expedition of the Persians, and of the actions 
which were therein performed, there are so great 
differences? Nay, Thucydides himself is accused 
by some as writing what is false, although he 
seems to have given us the exactest history of 
the affairs of his owu time. 

4. As for the occasion of so great a disagree¬ 
ment of theirs, there may be assigned many that 
are very probable, if any have a mind to make 
an inquiry about them; but I ascribe these con¬ 
tradictions chiefly to two causes, which I will 
now mention, and still think what I shall mention 
in the first place to be the principal of all. For 
if we remember, that in the beginning the Greeks 
had taken no care to have public records of their 
several transactions preserved, this must for cer¬ 
tain have afforded those that would afterward 
write about those ancient transactions, the op¬ 
portunity of making mistakes, and the power of 
making lies also; for this original recording of 
such ancient transactions hath not only been 
neglected by the other states of Greece, but even 
among the Athenians themselves also, who pre 
tend to be Aborigines, and to have applied them¬ 
selves to learning, there are no such records ex¬ 
tant; nay, they say themselves that the laws of 
Draco concerning murders, which are now ex¬ 
tant in writing, are the most ancient of their pub¬ 
lic records; which Draco yet lived but a little 
before the tyrant Pisistratus.J For as to the 
Arcadians, who make such boasts of their an¬ 
tiquity, what need I speak of them in particu¬ 
lar, since it was still later before they got their 
letters, and learned them, and that with difficulty 
also? 

5. There must, therefore, naturally arise great 
differences among writers, when they had no 
original records to lay for their foundation, which 
might at once inform those who had an inclina¬ 
tion to learn, and contradict those that would tell 
lies. However, we are to suppose a second oc¬ 
casion, besides the former, of these contradic¬ 
tions; it is this: that those who were the most 

Xenophon, (he more accurate historian in the days of Cy¬ 
rus, implies, shat Herodotus’s accounts of that great man 
are nlmost entirely roinanlic. See the noteon Anliq. B. xi. 
ch. ii. sect. 1, and Hutchinson’s Prolegomena to his edition 
of Xenophon’s Kupcv that we have already seen 

in the note on Antiq. B. viii. chop. x. sect. 3, how very 
little Herodotus knew ahoul the Jewish uffairs and coun- 
try, and that he greatly affected what wo call the marvel¬ 
lous, as Monsieur Kollin has lately and justly determined; 
whence we arc not always to depend on the authority of 
Herodotus, where it is unsupported by ulher evidence, 
hut ought to compare the other evidence with his, and, if 
it preponderate, to prefer it before his. 1 do not mean 
by this that Herodotus wilfully related what he believed 
to be false (as Clesias seems to have done,) but that ha 
oflen wanted evidence, and sometimes preferred what 
was marvellous to what was best attested as really true. 

J About the days of Cyrus and Daniel. 
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zealous to write history were not solicitous for 
the discovery of truth,* although it was very easy 
for them always to make such a profession; but 
their business was to demonstrate that they could 
write well, and make an impression upon man¬ 
kind thereby; and in what manner of writing 
they thought they were able to exceed others, 
to that did they apply themselves. Some of 
them betook themselves to the writing of fabu¬ 
lous narrations; some of them endeavored to 
please the cities or the kings, by writing in their 
commendation; others of them fell to finding 
faults with transactions, or with the writers of such 
transactions, and thought to make a great figure 
by so doing. And indeed these do what is of all 
things the most contrary to true history; for it is 
the great character of true history, that all con¬ 
cerned therein both speak and write the same 
things; while these men by writing differently 
about the same things, think they shall be be¬ 
lieved to write with the greatest regard to truth. 
We, therefore, [who are Jews,] must yield to the 
Grecian writers as to language and eloquence of 
composition; but then we shall give them no such 
preference as to the verity of ancient history, 
and least of all as to that part which concerns the 
affairs of our several countries. 

6. As to the care of writing down the records 
from the earliest antiquity among the Egyptians 
and Babylonians; that the priests were intrusted 
therewith, and employed a philosophical concern 
about it; that they were the Chaldean priests 
that did so among the Babylonians, and that 
the Phoenicians, who were mingled among the 
Greeks, did especially make use of their letters 
both for the common affairs of life, and for the 
delivering down the history of common transac¬ 
tions, I think I may omit any proof, because all 
men allow it so to be. But now as to our fore¬ 
fathers, that they took no less care about writing 
such records, (for I will not say they took greater 
care than the others I spoke of,) and that they 
committed that matter to their high priests ana 
to their prophets, and that these records have 
been written all along down to our own times 
with the utmost accuracy; nay, if it be not too 
bold for me to say it, our history will be so 
written hereafter,—I shall endeavor briefly to in¬ 
form you. 

7. For our forefathers did not only appoint the 
best of these priests, and those that attended 
upon the divine worship, for that design from the 
beginning, but made provision that tne stock of 
the priests should continue unmixed and pure; 
for he who is partaker of the priesthood must 
propagate of a wife of the same nation, without 
having any regard to money, or any other dig¬ 
nities: but he is to make a scrutiny, and take his 
wife’s genealogy from the ancient tables, and pro¬ 
cure many witnesses to it.f And this is our prac¬ 
tice not only in Judea, but wheresoever any body 
of men of our nation do live ; and even there an 
exact catalogue of our priests’ marriages is 
kept; I mean at Egypt and at Babylon, or in any 
other place of the rest of the habitable earth, 
whithersoever our priests are scattered; for they 

* It is hero well worth our observation, what the rea¬ 
sons are that such ancient authors as Herodotus, Jose¬ 
phus, and others, have been read to so liitlo purpose by 
many learned critics, viz. that their mnin aim has not 
been chronology or history, but philology, to know words 
and not things, they noL much entering oftentimes into 
the real contents of their authors,and judging which were 
the most accurate discoverers of truth, and most to be 
depended on in their several histories, but rnther inquiring 
who wrote the finest stylo and hnd the greatest elegance 
in their expressions, which are things of small consequence 
in comparison of the other. Thus, you will sometimes 
find great debates among the learned, wholher Herodotus 
or Thucydidos were the finest historians in tho Ionic and 
Attic ways of writing, which signify little ns to the real 
value of each of their histories, while it would be of much 
more moment to let the reader know that, us the conse- 
quonce of Herodotus’s history, which begins so much 


send to Jerusalem the ancient names of their 
parents in writing, as well as those of their re¬ 
moter ancestors, and signify who are the wit¬ 
nesses also. But if any war falls out, such as 
have fallen out a great many of them already, 
when Antiochus Epiphanes made an invasion 
upon our country, as also when Pompey the 
Great and Quintilius Varus did so also, and prin¬ 
cipally in the wars that have happened in our 
own times; those priests that survive them com¬ 
pose new tables of genealogy out of the old re¬ 
cords, and examine the circumstances of the 
women that remain; for still they do not admit 
of those that have been captives, as suspecting 
that they had conversation with some foreigners. 
But what is the strongest argument of our exact 
management in this matter is what I am now 
going to say. That we have the names of cmr 
high priests from father to son set down in our 
records, for the interval of two thousand years; 
and if any of these have been transgressors of 
these rules, they are prohibited to present them¬ 
selves at the altar, or to be partakers of any other 
of our purifications: and this is justly, or rather 
necessarily done, because every one is not per¬ 
mitted of his own accord to be a writer, nor is 
there any disagreement in what is written; they 
being only prophets that have written the ori¬ 
ginal and earliest accounts of things, as they 
learned them of God himself by inspiration; and 
others have written what hath happened in their 
own time, and that in a very distinct manner also. 

8. For we have not an innumerable multitude 
of books among us, disagreeing from and contra¬ 
dicting one another, [as the Greeks have,] but 
only twenty-two books,which contain the re¬ 
cords of all the past times, which are justly be¬ 
lieved to be divine. And of them, five belong to 
Moses, which contain his laws and the traditions 
of the origin of mankind till his death. This in¬ 
terval of time was little short of three thousand 
years; but as to the time from the death of Mo¬ 
ses till the reigD of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, 
who reigned after Xerxes; the prophets, who 
were after Moses, wrote down w r hat was done in 
their times in thirteen books. The remaining 
four books contain hymns to God, and precepts 
for the conduct of human life. It is true, our 
history hath been written since Artaxerxes 
very particularly, but hath not been esteemed of 
the like authority with the former by our forefa¬ 
thers, because there hath not been an exact suc¬ 
cession of prophets since that time: and how firm¬ 
ly we have given credit to these books of our own 
nation, is evident by what we do: for during so 
many ages as have already passed, no one hath 
been so bold as either to add any thing to them, 
to take any thing from them, or to make anv 
change in them; but it is become uatural to all 
Jews, immediately and from their very birth, to 
esteem those books to contain divine doctrines, 
and to persist in them, and, if occasion be, will¬ 
ingly to die for them. For it is no new thing for our 
captives, many of them in number, and frequent¬ 
ly in time, to be seen to endure racks and deaths 
of all kinds upon the theatres, that they may 

earlier, and reaches so much wider than that of Thucy¬ 
dides, iR, therefore, vastly greater; so is the most part of 
Thucydides, which belongs to iiis own limes, and fell un¬ 
der his own observation, much tho most certain. 

f Of this accuracy of the Jews, boforo and in our Sa¬ 
viour’s time, in carefully preserving their genealogies all 
along, particularly those of the priests, sco Josephus’s Life, 
sect. 1. This accuracy seems toliaveended nt the destruc¬ 
tion of Jerusalem by Titus, or, however, at that by Adrian. 

X Which wero these twenty-Iwo sacred books of the 
Old Testament, see the Supplement to the Essay on the 
Old Testament, p. 2o—28, viz. those wo call canonical , 
all excepting the Canticles; but still with ihis farther ex¬ 
ception, that the first book of apocryphal Esdras be taken 
into that number, instead of our canonical Ezra, which 
seems to be no more than a later epitome of tho other ; 
which two books of Canticles and Ezra it noway appear* 
that our Josephus ever saw. 
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not be obl.ged to say one word against our laws 
and the records that contain them: whereas 
there are none at all among the Greeks who 
would undergo the least harm on that account, 
no, nor in case all the writings that are among 
them were to be destroyed; for they take them 
to be such discourses as are framed agreeably to 
the inclinations of those that write them; and 
they have justly the same opinion of the ancient 
writers, since they see some of the present gene¬ 
ration bold enough to write about such affairs, 
wherein they were not present, nor had concern 
enough to inform themselves about them from 
those that knew them; examples of which may 
be had in this late war of ours, w’here some per¬ 
sons have written histories and published them, 
without having been in the places concerned, or 
having been near them when the actions were 
done; but these men put a few things together 
by hearsay, and insolently abuse the world, and 
call these writings by the name of Histories. 

9. As for myself, I have composed a true his¬ 
tory of that whole war, and of all the particulars 
that occurred therein, as having been concerned 
in all its transactions; for I acted as general of 
those among us that are named Galileans, as 
long as it was possible for us to make any oppo¬ 
sition. I was then seized on by the Romans, and 
became a captive; Vespasian also and Titus had 
me kept under a guard, and forced me to attend 
them continually. At the first I was put in bonds, 
but was set at liberty afterward, and sent to ac¬ 
company Titus when he came from Alexandria 
to the siege of Jerusalem; during which time 
there was nothing done which escaped my know¬ 
ledge; for what happened in the Roman camp, 1 
«aw, and wrote down carefully; and what infor¬ 
mation the deserters brought [out of the city,] I 
was the only man that understood them. After¬ 
ward I got leisure at Rome; and when all my 
materials were prepared for that work, I made 
use of some persons to assist me in learning the 
Gre«k tongue, and by these means I composed 
the history of these transactions. And I was so 
well assured of the truth of what I related, that I 
first of all appealed to those that had the supreme 
command in that vvar, Vespasian and Titus, as 
witnesses for me, for to them I presented those 
books first of all, and after them to many of the 
Romans who had been in the war. I also sold 
them to many of our own men who understood 
the Greek philosophy; among whom were Ju¬ 
lius Archelaus, Herod [kingofChalcis,] a person 
of great gravity, and king Agrippa himself, a 
person that deserved the greatest admiration. 
Now all these men bore their testimony to me, 
that I had the strictest regard to truth; who yet 
would not have dissembled the matter, nor been 
silent, if I, out of ignorance, or out of favor to 
any side, either had given false colors to actions, 
or omitted any of them. 

10. There have been indeed some bad men, 
who have attempted to calumniate my history, 
and took it to be a kind of scholastic perform¬ 
ance, for the exercise of young men. A strange 
sort of accusation and calumny this! since every 
one that undertakes to deliver the history of ac¬ 
tions truly, ought to know them accurately him¬ 
self in the first place, as either having been con¬ 
cerned in them himself, or been informed of them 
by such as knew them. Now both these methods 
of knowledge I may very properly pretend to in 
the composition of both my works; for, as I said, 
I have translated the Antiquities out of our sa¬ 
cred books; which I easily could do, since I was 
a priest by my birth, and have studied that phi¬ 
losophy which is contained in those writings; 
and for the History of the War, I wrote it as 
having been an actor myself in many of its 
transactions, an eyewitness in the greatest part 
of the rest, and was not unacquainted with any 
thing whatsoever, that was either said or done in 
k. How impudent then must those deserve to be 


esteemed, who undertake to contradict meabont 
the true state of those affairs! who,'although they 
pretend to have made use of both the emperor’s 
own memoirs, yet could not they be acquainted 
with our own affairs who fought against them. 

11. This digression I have been obliged to 
make out of necessity, as being desirous to ex¬ 
pose the vanity of those that profess to write his¬ 
tories: and I suppose I have sufficiently declared 
that this custom of transmitting down the histo¬ 
ries of ancient times hath been better preserved 
by those nations which are called Barbarians, 
than by the Greeks themselves. I am now will¬ 
ing, in the next place, to say a few things to 
those that endeavor to prove that our constitu¬ 
tion is bnt of late time, for this reason, as they 
pretend, that the Greek writers have said nothing 
about us; after which I shall produce testimonies 
for our antiquity out of the writings of foreigners: 
I shall also demonstrate that such as cast re¬ 
proaches upon our nation do it very unjustly. 

12. As for ourselves, therefore, we neither inha¬ 
bit a maritime country, nor do we delight in mer¬ 
chandise, nor in such a mixture with other men 
as arises from it; but the cities we dwell in are 
remote from the sea, and having a fruitful coun¬ 
try for our habitation, we take pains in cultiva¬ 
ting that only. Our principal care of all is this, 
to educate our children well; and we think it to 
be the most necessary business of our whole life, 
to observe the law s that have been given us, and 
to keep those rules of piety that have been deli¬ 
vered down to us. Since, therefore, besides 
what we have already taken notice of, we have 
had a peculiar way of living of our own, there 
was no occasion offered us in ancient ages for 
intermixing among the Greeks, as they had for 
mixing among the Egyptians, by their inter¬ 
course of exporting and importing their several 
goods; as they also mixed with the Phoenicians, 
who lived by the seaside, by means of their love 
of lucre in trade and merchandise. Nor did our 
forefathers betake themselves, as did some 
others, to robbery; nor did they, in order to gain 
more wealth, fall into foreign wars, although our 
country contained many ten thousands of men of 
courage sufficient for that purpose. For this rea¬ 
son it was that the Phoenicians themselves came 
soon by trading and navigation to be known to 
the Grecians, and by their means the Egyptians 
became known to tne Grecians also, as did all 
those people whence the Phoenicians in long voy¬ 
ages over the seas carried wares to the Grecians. 
The Medes also and the Persians, when they 
were lords of Asia, became well known to them; 
and this was especially true of the Persians, who 
led their armies as far as the other continent 
[Europe.] The Thracians were also known to 
them by the nearness of their countries, and the 
Scythians by the means of those that sailed to 
Pontus; for it was so in general that all maritime 
nations, and those that inhabited near the east¬ 
ern or western seas, became most known to 
those that were desirous to be writers; but such 
as had their habitations farther from the sea 
were for the most part unknown to them; which 
things appear to nave happened as to Europe 
also, where the city of Rome, that hath this long 
time been possessed of so much power, and hath 
performed such great actions in war, is yet never 
mentioned by Herodotus, nor oy Thucydides, nor 
by any one of their contemporaries; and it was 
very late, and with great difficulty, that the Ro¬ 
mans became known to the Greeks. Nay, those 
that were reckoned the most exact historians, 
and Ephorus for one, were so very ignorant of 
the Gauls and the Spaniards, that he supposed 
the Spaniards, w r ho inhabit so great a part of the 
western regions of the earth, to be no more than 
one city. Those historians also have ventured 
lo describe such customs as were made use of by 
them, which they never had either done nr said: 
and the reason why these writers did not know 
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fhe truth of their affairs, was this, that they had 
not any commerce together; but the reason why 
they wrote such falsities was this, that they had 
a mind to appear to know things which others 
had not known. How can it then be any won¬ 
der, if our nation was no more known to many of 
the Greeks, nor had given them any occasion to 
mention them in their writings, while they were 
so remote from the sea, and had a conduct of life 
so peculiar to themselves? 

13. Let us now put the case, therefore, that we 
made use of this argument concerning the Gre¬ 
cians, in order to prove that our nation was not 
ancient, because nothing is said of them in our 
records: would not they laugh at us all, and pro¬ 
bably give the same reasons for our silence that 
I have now alleged, and would produce their 
neighbor nations as witnesses to their own anti¬ 
quity? Now the same thing will I endeavor to 
do: for I will bring the Egyptians and the Phoe¬ 
nicians as my principal witnesses, because no¬ 
body can complain of their testimony as false, 
on account that they arc known to have borne 
the greatest ill-will towards us; I mean this as 
to the Egyptians in general all of them, while of 
the Phoenicians it is known the Tyrians have 
been most of all in the same ill disposition to¬ 
wards us; yet do I confess that I cannot say the 
same of the Chaldeans, since our first leaders 
and ancestors were derived from them, and they 
do make mention of us Jews in their records, on 
account of the kindred there is between us. 
Now, when 1 shall bave made my assertions good, 
so far as concerns the others, I will demonstrate 
that some of the Greek writers have made men¬ 
tion of us Jews also, that those who envy us 
may not have even this pretence for contradict¬ 
ing what I have said about our nation. 

14. I shall begin with the writings of the Egyp¬ 
tians; not, indeed, of those that have written in 
the Egyptian language, which it is impossible 
for me to do. But jVlanetho was a man who was 
by birth an Egyptian; yet had he made himself 
master of the Greek learning, as is very evident; 
for he wrote the history of his own country in 
the Greek tongue, by translating it, as he saith 
himself, out of their sacred records: he also 
finds great fault with Herodotus for his ignorance 
and false relations of Egyptian affairs. Now this 
Manetho, in the second book of his Egyptian his¬ 
tory, writes concerning us in the following man¬ 
ner: I will set down his very words, as if I were 
to bring the very man himself into a court for a 
witness.—“ There was a king of ours whose 
name was Timaus. Under him it came to pass, 
I know not how, that God was averse to us, and 
there came, after a surprising manner, men of 
ignoble birth out of the eastern parts, and had 
boldness enough to make an expedition into our 
country, and with ease subdued it by force, yet 
without our hazarding a battle with them. So 
when they had gotten those that governed us un¬ 
der their power, they afterward burnt down our 
cities, and demolished the temples of the gods, 
and used all the inhabitants after a most barba¬ 
rous manner; nay, some they slew, and led their 
children and their wives into slavery. At length 
they made one of themselves king, whose name 
was Salatis; he also lived at Memphis, and made 
both the upper and lower regions pay tribute, 
and left garrisons in places that were the most 
proper for them. He chiefly aimed to secure the 
eastern parts, as foreseeing that the Assyrians, 
who had then the greatest power, would be de¬ 
sirous of that kingdom, and invade them; and 
as he found in the Saite Nomos,*[Seth-roite,l u 
city very proper for his purpose, and which lay 
upon the Bubastic channel, but with regard to a 
certain theologic notion was called Avaris:*this 

* Here we have an account of the first building of the 
city of Jerusalem, according lo Manetho, when the Pho> 
nieian shepherds were expelled out of Egypt, nbout thirty- 
seven years before Abraham earae out of iiuran. 


he rebuilt, and made very strong by the walls he 
built about it, and by a most numerous garrison 
of two hundred and forty thousand armed men 
whom he put into it to keep it. Thither Salatis 
came in the summer time, partly to gather his 
corn and pay his soldiers their wages, and partly 
to exercise his armed men, and thereby to terrify 
foreigners. When this man had reigned thirteen 
years, after him reigned another, whose name 
wasBeon, for forty-four years; after him reigned 
another, called Apachnas, thirty-six years and 
seven months; after him Apophis reigned sixty- 
one years, and then Janias fifty years, and one 
month; after all these reigned Asis forty-nine 
years and two months. And these six were the 
first rulers among them, who were all along 
making war with the Egyptians, and were very 
desirous gradually to destroy them to the very 
roots. This whole nation was styled Hycsos, 
that is, Shepherd-kings; for the first syllable, 
Hyc, according to the sacred dialect, denotes a 
king, as is Sos, a shepherd; but this according 
to the ordinary dialect'; and of these is com¬ 
pounded Hycsos: but some say that these people 
were Arabians.” Now in another copy it is said, 
that this word does not denote kings, but on the 
contrary denotes captive shepherds, and this on 
account of the particle Hyc: for that Hyc, with 
the aspiration, in the Egyptian tongue again de¬ 
notes shepherds, and that expressly also: and 
this to me seems the more probable opinion, and 
more agreeable to ancient history. [But Mane¬ 
tho goes on:] “These people, whom we have 
before named kings, and called shepherds also, 
and their descendants,” as he says, “kept pos¬ 
session of Egypt five hundred and eleven years. 
After these,” he says, “That the kings of The- 
bais and of the other parts of Egypt, made an in¬ 
surrection against the shepherds, and that there 
a terrible and long war was made between them.” 
He says further, “That under a king, whose 
name was Alisphragmuthosis, the shepherds 
were subdued by him, and were indeed driven 
out of other parts of Egypt, but were shut up in 
a place that contained ten thousand acres: this 
place was named Avaris.” Manetho says, “ That 
the shepherds built a wall round all this place, 
which was a large and a strong wall, and this in 
order to keep all their possessions and their prey 
within a place of strength, but that Thummosis, 
the son of Alisphragmuthosis, made an attempt 
to take them by force and by siege, with four 
hundred and eighty thousand men to lie round 
about them; but that, upon his despair of taking 
the place by that siege, they came to a composi¬ 
tion with them, that they should leave Egypt, 
and go without any harm to be done to them, 
whithersoever they would; and that, after this 
composition was made, they went awav with 
their whole families and effects, not fewer in 
number than two hundred and forty thousand, 
and took their journey from Egypt, through the 
wilderness, for Syria; but that as they were in 
fear of the Assyrians, who had then the dominion 
over Asia, they built a city in that country 
which is now called Judea, and that large enough 
to contain this great number of men, and called 
it Jerusalem.”* Now Manetho, in another book 
of his, says, “That this nation, thus called shep¬ 
herds, were nlso called captives in their sacred 
hooks.” And this account of his is the truth: foi 
feeding of sheep was the employment* of our 
forefathers in the most ancient ages: and ns they 
led such n wandering life in feeding sheep, they 
were called shepherds. Nor was it without reason 
that they were called captives by the Egyptians, 
since one of our ancestors, Joseph, told the king 
of Egypt that he was a cnptive,j and afterward 
sent tor his brethren into Egypt by the king’s per- 

f Gon. xlvi.33,34; xlvii.3, 4. 

jin our copies of the book of Genesis and of Josephus, 
this Joseph never calls himself a captive , when he was 
with the king of Egypt, though ho does call himself * 
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mission. But as for these matters, I shall make a 
more exact inquiry about them elsewhere.* 

15. But now I shall produce the Egyptians as 
witnesses to the antiquity of our nation, i shall 
therefore here bring in Manetho again, and what 
he writes as to the order of the times in this 
case; am! thus he speaks—When this people 
or shepherds were gone out of Egypt to Jerusa¬ 
lem, Tethmosis, the king of Egypt, who drove 
them out, reigned afterward twenty-five years 
and four months, and then died: after him his 
son Chebron took the kingdom for thirteen 
years; after whom came Amenophis, for twenty 
years and seven months; then came his sister 
Amesses, for twenty-one years and nine months; 
after her came Mephres, for twelve years and 
nine months; after him was Mephrarnuthosis, for 
twenty-five years and ten months: after him was 
Thmosis, for nine years and eight months; after 
him came Amenophis, for thirty years and ten 
months; after him came Orns, for thirty-six 
years and live months;.then came his daughter 
Acencheres, for twelve years and one month; 
then was her brother Rathotis, for nine years; 
then was Acenchres, for twelve years and five 
months; then came another Acencheres, for 
twelve years and three months; after him Ar¬ 
mais, for four years and one month: after him 
was Harnesses, for one year and four months; 
after him came Armesses Miannnoun, for sixty 
years and two months; after him Amenophis, for 
nineteen years and six months; after him came 
Sethosis, and Ramesses, who had an army of 
horse, and a naval force. This king appointed 
his brother Armais to be his deputy over Egypt. 
[In another copy it stood thus: After him came 
Sethosis, and Harnesses, two brethren, the for¬ 
mer of whom had a naval force, and in a hostile 
manner destroyed those that met him upon the 
sea; but as he slew Rarnesses in no long time 
afterward, so he appointed another of his bre¬ 
thren to be his deputy over Egypt.] He also 
gave him all the other authority of a king, but 
with these only injunctions, that he should not 
wear the diadem, nor be injurious to the queen, 
the mother of his children, and that he should 
not meddle with the other concubines of the king, 
while he made an expedition against Cyprus and 
Phoenicia, and besides against the Assyrians and 
the Medes. He then subdued them all, some by 
his arms, some without fighting, and some by 
the terror of his great army: and being pulled 
up by the great successes he had had, he went 
still on the more boldly, and overthrew the cities 
and countries that lay in the eastern parts. But, 
after some considerable time, Armais, who was 
left in Egypt, did all those very tilings, by way 
of opposition, which his brother had forbidden 
him to do, without fear; for he used violence to 
the queen, and continued to make use of the 
rest of the concubines, without sparing any of 
them: nay, at the persuasion of his friends, he 
put on the diadem, and set up to oppose his bro¬ 
ther. But then, he who was set over the priests 
of Egypt, wrote letters to Sethosis, and informed 
him of all that had happened, and how his bro¬ 
ther had set up to oppose him: he therefore re¬ 
turned back to Pelusium immediately, and reco¬ 
vered his kingdom again. The country also was 
called from Ins name Egypt; for Manetho says, 
that Sethosis was himsilf called Egyptus, as 
was his brother Armais called Danaus.”f 

tenant, a slave, or a captive, many times in the Testa¬ 
ment of the twelve Patriarchs, under Joseph, sect. 1, 11, 
13, 11, lo, lt>. 

* This is now wanting. 

f Of this Egyptian chronology of Manetho, as taken 
by Josephus, and of these Phcnnieian shepherds,as falsely 
supposed hy him, and others afier him, lo have been thu 
Israelites in Egypt, see Essay on the Old Testament, Ap¬ 
pendix, pago —168. And note here, that when Jose- 

£ hus tells us that the Greeks or Argives looked oa this 
►anaus as a most ancient, or the most an¬ 

cient king of Argos, be cannut be supi>osed to mean, in 


16. This is Marietho’s account. And evident 
it is from the number of years by him set down 
belonging to this interval, if they be summed up 
together, that these shepherds, as they are here 
called, who were no other than our forefathers, 
were delivered out of Egypt, and came thence, 
and inhabited this country, three hundred and 
ninety-three years before Danaus came to Argos; 
although the Argives look upon him as their 
most ancient king.f Manetho, therefore, bears 
this testimony to two points of the greatest con¬ 
sequence to our purpose, and those from the 
Egyptian records themselves. In the first place, 
that we came out of another country into Egypt; 
and that withal, our deliverance out of it was so 
ancient in time as to have preceded the siege of 
Troy almost a thousand years;J but then, as to 
those things which Manetho adds, not from the 
Egyptian records, but, as he confesses himself, 
from some stories of an uncertain original, I will 
disprove them hereafter particularly, and shall 
demonstrate that they are no better than incre¬ 
dible fables. 

17. I will now, therefore, pass from these re¬ 
cords, and come to those that belong to the Phoe¬ 
nicians, and concern our nation, and shall produce 
attestations to what 1 have said out of them. 
There are, then, records among t[ie Tyrians, that 
take in the history of many years, and these are 
public writings, and are kept with great exact¬ 
ness, and irelude accounts of the facts done among 
them, and such as concern their transactions 
with other nations also, those I mean which were 
worth remembering. Therein it was recorded, 
that the temple was built by king Solomon at 
Jerusalem, one hundred forty-three years and 
eight months before the Tyrians built Carthage; 
and in their annals, the building of our temple is 
related: for Ilirora, the king of Tyre, wms the 
friend of Solomon our king, and had such friend¬ 
ship transmitted down to him from his forefa¬ 
thers. He thereupon w r as ambitious to contri¬ 
bute to the splendor of this edifice of Solomon’s, 
and made him a present of one hundred and 
twenty talents of gold. He also cut doivn the 
most excellent timber out of that mountain which 
is called Libanus, and sent it to him for adorning 
the roof. Solomon also not only made him many 
other presents, by way of requital, but gave him 
a country in Galilee also, that was called Chabu- 
Ion.$ But there w'as another passion, a philoso¬ 
phic inclination of theirs, which cemented the 
friendship that was betwixt them; for they sent 
mutual problems to one another, with a desire 
to have them unriddled by each other; wherein 
Solomon was superior to Hirom, as he was wiser 
than he in other respects: and many of the epis¬ 
tles that passed between them are still preserved 
among the Tyrians. Now that this may not de¬ 
pend on my bare word, I will produce for a wit¬ 
ness Dius, one that is believed to have written 
the Phoenician history after an accurate manner. 
This Dius, therefore, writes thus in his history 
of the Phoenicians: “Upon the death of Abiba- 
lus, his son Hirom took the kingdom. This kin^r 
raised banks at the eastern parts of the city and 
enlarged it; he also joined the temple of Jupiter 
Olympus, which stood before on an Hand by 
itself, to the city, by raising a causeway between 
them, and adorned that temple with donations of 
gold. IJe moreover went up to Libanus, and had 
timber cut dow’n for the building of temples. 

the strictest sense, that they hail no one king so ancient ai 
he; for it is cet tain tlint they owned nino kings before him, 
and Inachus atthe head of them; see Authentic Records, 
Part ii. p. 983; us Josephus eould not but know very well; 
but that he was esteemed as very ancient by them, and 
Mint they knew ihey had been first of all denominated 
Danai, from this very aneieni king Danaus. Nor does this 
superlative degree always imply the most ancient of all 
without exception, but is sometimes to lie rendered very 
ancient only, ns is the ease in the like superlative degrees 
of other words also. 

J See the preceding note. § 1 Kings ix. 13. 
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They say farther, that Solomon, when he was 
king of Jerusalem, sent problems to Hirom to be 
solved, and desired he would send others back 
for him to solve, and that he who could not solve 
the problems proposed to him, should pay money 
to him that solved them. And when Hirom had 
agreed to the proposals, but was not able to solve 
the problems, he was obliged to pay a great deal 
of money as a penalty for the same. As also 
they relate, that one Abdemon, a man of Tvre, 
did solve the problems, and propose others wfiicb 
Solomon could not solve, upon which he was 
obliged to repay a great deal of money to Hirom.” 
These things are attested to byDius, and confirm 
what we have said upon the same subjects before. 

18. And now I shall add Menander the Ephe¬ 
sian, as an additional witness. This Menander 
wrote the acts that were done both by the Greeks 
and Barbarians under every one of the Tyrian 
kings, and had taken much pains to learn their 
history out of their own records. Now, when he 
was writing about those kings that had reigned 
at Tj*re, he came to Hirom, and says thus: “ Up¬ 
on the death of Abibalus, his son Hirom took the 
kingdom; he lived fifty-three years, and reigned 
thirty four. He raised a bank on that called the 
Broad Place, and dedicated that golden pillar 
which is in Jupiter’s temple; he also went and 
cut down timber from the mountain called Liba- 
nus, and got timber of cedar for the roofs of the 
temples. He also pulled down the old temples, 
and built new ones: besides this, he consecrated 
the temples of Hercules and of Astarte. He first 
built Hercules’s temple in the month Peritius, 
and that of Astarte, when he made his expe¬ 
dition against the Tityans who would not pay 
him their tribute; and when he had subdueci 
them to himself, he returned home. Under this 
king there was a younger son of Abdemon, who 
mastered the problems which Solomon king of 
Jerusalem had recommended to be solved.” Now 
the time from this king to the building of Carthage 
is thus calculated: “Upon the. death of Hirom, 
Beleazarus his son took the kingdom; he lived 
forty-three years, and reigned seven years: after 
him succeeded his son Abdastartus; he lived 
twenty-nine years and reigned nine years. Notv 
four sons of his nurse plotted against him, and 
slew him, the eldest of whom reigned twelve 
years: after them came Astartus, the son of 
Deleastartus; he lived fifty-four years, and reign¬ 
ed twelve years; after him came his brother Ase- 
rymus, he lived fifty-four years, and reigned nine 
years; he was slain bv his brother Phtles, who 
took the kingdom, and reigned but eight months, 
though he lived fifty years; he was slain by ltho- 
balus, the priest of Astarte, who reigned thirty- 
two years, and lived sixty-eight years: he was 
succeeded by his son Badezorus, who lived forty- 
five years, and reigned six years; he was suc¬ 
ceeded by Matgenus, his son; he lived thirty-two 
years, and reigned nine years; Pygmalion suc¬ 
ceeded him; he lived fifty-six years, and reigned 
forty-seven years. Now, in the seventh year of 
his reign his sister fled away from him, and built 
the city Carthage, in Libya.” So the whole time 
from the reign of Hirom, till the building of Car¬ 
thage, amounts to the sum of one hundred fifty- 
five years and eight months. Since then the tem¬ 
ple was built at Jerusalem, in the twelfth year of 
the reign of Hirom, there were from the building 
of the temple until the building of Carthage, one 
hundred forty-three years and eight months. 
Wherefore, what occasion is there for alleging 
any more testimonies out of the Phoenician his¬ 
tories, [on the behalf of our nation,] since what 
I have said is so thoroughly confirmed already? 
And, to be sure, our ancestors came into this 
country long before the building of the temple; 
for it was not till we had gotten possession oi the 
whole land by war, that we built our temple. 
And this is the point that I have clearly proved 
out of our sacred writings in my Antiquities. 


19. I will now relate what hath been written 
concerning us in (he Chaldean histories, which 
records have a great agreement with our books 
in other things also. Berosus shall be witness 
to what 1 say: he was by birth a Chaldean, well 
known by the learned on account of his publica¬ 
tion of the Chaldean books of astronomy and phi¬ 
losophy among the Greeks. This Berosus, there¬ 
fore, following the most ancient records of that 
nation, gives us a history of the deluge of waters 
that then happened, and of the destruction of 
mankind thereby, and agrees with Moses’s narra¬ 
tion thereof. He also gives us an account of that 
ark wherein Noah, the origin of our race, was 
preserved, when it was brought to the highest 
part of the Armenian mountains: after which 
he gives us a catalogue of the posterity of Noah, 
and adds the years of their chronology, and at 
length conies down to Nabolassar, who was king 
of Babvlon, and of the Chaldeans. And when 
he was relating the acts of this king, he describes 
to us, “ How he sent his son Nabuchodonosor 
against Egypt, and against our land, with a great 
army, upon his being informed that they had re¬ 
volted from him; and how, by that means, he 
subdued them all, and set our temple that was at 
Jerusalem on fire; nay, and removed our people 
entirely out of their own country, and transfer¬ 
red them to Babylon: when it so happened that 
our city was desolate, during the interval of 
seventy years, until the days of Cyrus king of 
Persia*’”* He then says, that “this Babylonian 
king conquered Egypt, and Syria, and Phoenicia, 
and Arabia, and exceeded in his exploits all that 
had reigned before him in Babylon and Chaldea.” 
A little after which, Berosus subjoins what fol¬ 
lows in his history of ancient times: I will set 
down Berosus’s own accounts, which are these: 
“ When Nabolassar, father of Nabuchodonosor, 
heard that the governor whom he had set over 
Egypt and over the parts of Coelosvria and Phoe¬ 
nicia had revolted from him, he was not able to 
bear it any longer, but committing certain parts 
of his army to his son Nabuchodonosor, who was 
then but young, he sent him against the rebel: 
Nabuchodonosor joined battle with him, and con¬ 
quered him, and reduced the country under his 
dominion again. Now it so fell out, that his fa¬ 
ther Nabolassar fell into a distemper at this time, 
and died in the city of Babylon, after he had 
reigned twenty-nine years, but as he under¬ 
stood, in a little time, that his father Nabolassar 
was dead, he set the affairs of Egypt, and the 
other countries, in order, and committed the cap¬ 
tives he had taken from the Jews, and Phoenicians, 
and Syrians, and of the nations belonging to 
Egypt, to some of his friends, that they might 
conduct that part of the forces that had on heavy 
armor, with the rest of his baggage, to Babylo¬ 
nia; while he went in haste, having but a few with 
him, over the desert to Babylon; whither when 
he was come, he found the public affairs had been 
managed by the Chaldeans, and that the princi¬ 
pal person among them had preserved the king¬ 
dom for him. Accordingly he now entirely ob¬ 
tained all his father’s dominions. He then came, 
and ordered the captives to be placed as colonies 
in the most proper places of Babylonia: but for 
himself, he adorned the temple of r Belus, and the 
other temples, after an elegant manner, out of the 
spoils he had taken in this war. He also rebuilt 
tne old city, and added another to it on the out¬ 
side, and so far restored Babylon, that none who 
should besiege it afterward might have it in their 
power to divert the river, so as to facilitate an 
entrance into it; and this he did by building three 
walls about the inner city, and three about the 
outer. Some of these walls he built of burnt 
brick and bitumen, and some of brick only. So 
when he had thus fortified the city with walls, 
after an excellent manner, and had adorned the 
gates magnificently, he added a new palace to 
that which his father had dwelt in, and this close 
3 A 
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by it also, and that more eminent in its height, 
and in its great splendor. It would perhaps re- 

uire too long a narration, if any one were to 

escribe it: however, as prodigiously large, and 
as magnificent as it was, it was finished in fifteen 
days. Now in this palace he erected very high 
walks, supported by stone pillars, and by plant¬ 
ing what was called a pensile paradise, and re¬ 
plenishing it with all sorts of trees, he rendered 
the prospect an exact resemblance of a moun¬ 
tainous country. This he did to please his queen, 
because she had been brought up in Media, and 
was fond of a mountainous situation.” 

20. This is what Berosus relates concerning 
the forementioned king, as he relates many other 
things about him also in the third book of his 
Chaldean history; wherein he complains of the 
Grecian writers for supposing, without any foun¬ 
dation, that Babylon was built by Semiramis* 
queen of Assyria, and for her false pretence to 
those wonderful edifices thereto relating, as if 
they were her own workmanship; as indeed in 
these affairs the Chaldean history cannot but be 
the most credible. Moreover, we meet with a 
confirmation of what Berosus says in the archives 
of the Phognicians, concerning this king Nabucho- 
donosor, that he conquered all Syria and Phoeni¬ 
cia; in which case Philostratus agrees with the 
others in that history which he composed, where 
he mentions the siege of Tyre; as does Megas- 
thenes also, in the fourth book of his Indian his¬ 
tory, wherein he pretends to^rove that the fore- 
mentioned king of the Babylonians was superior 
to Hercules in strength, and the greatness of his 
exploits; for he says that he conquered a great 
part of Libya; and conquered Iberia also. Now 
as to what I have said before about the temple 
at Jerusalem, that it was fought against by the 
Babylonians, and burnt by them, but was opened 
again when Cyrus had taken the kingdom of Asia, 
shall be now demonstrated from what Berosus 
adds further upon that head; for thus he says in 
his third book; “ Nabuchodonosor, after he had 
begun to build the forementioned wall, fell sick, 
ana departed this life, when he had reigned forty- 
three years; whereupon his son Evilmerodach 
obtained the kingdom. He governed public af¬ 
fairs after an illegal and impure manner, and had 
a plot laid against him by Neriglissor, bis sister’s 
husband, and was slain by him when he had 
reigned but two years. Alter he w T as slain, Ne- 
riglissor, the person who plotted against him, 
succeeded him in the kingdom, and reigned four 
years; his son Laborosoarchod obtained the king¬ 
dom, though he were but a child, and kept it nine 
months, but by reason of the very ill temper and 
ill practices he exhibited to the world, a plot was 
laid against him also by his friends, and he was 
tormented to death. After his death, the con¬ 
spirators got together, and by common consent 
put the crown upon the head of Nabonnedus, a 
man of Babylon, and one who belonged to that 
insurrection. In his reign it was that the walls 
of the city of Babylon were curiously built with 
burnt brick and bitumen; but when he was come 
to the seventeenth year of his reign, Cyrus came 
out of Persia with a great army, and having al¬ 
ready conquered all the rest of Asia, he came 
hastily to Bahylonia. YVhen Nabonnedus per¬ 
ceived he was corniDg to attack him, he met him 
with his forces, and joining battle with him was 
beaten, and fled away with a few of his troops 

* The great improvements tlint Nebuchadnezzar made 
in the buildings at Babylon, do no way contradict thoso 
ancient and nulhcnlic testimonies which ascribe its first 
building to Nimrod, and its first rebuilding to Semiramis, 
as Berosus seems here to suppose. 

t This number in Josephus, that Nehuchadnezzar de¬ 
stroyed the temple in the lt*tli year of his reign, is a 
mistake in the nicely of chronology; for it was in the 
T9lh. 

J The true number here for the year of Darius, on which 
the second temple was finished, whether the second with 1 
our present copies, or the sixth with that of Syncellus, or j 


with him, and was shut up within the city of Bor- 
sippus. Hereupon Cyrus took Babylon, and gave 
order that the outer walls of the city should be 
demolished, because the city had proved very 
troublesome to him, and cost him a great deal of 
pains to take it. He then marched away to Bor- 
sippus, to besiege Nabonnedus; but as Nabonne¬ 
dus did not sustain the siege, but delivered him¬ 
self into his hands, he was at first kindly used by 
Cyrus, who gave him Carmania, as a place for 
him to inhabit in, but sent him out of Babylonia. 
Accordingly, Nabonnedus spent the rest of his 
time in that country, and there died.” 

21. These accounts agree with the true histo¬ 
ries in our books: for in them it is written, that 
Nebuchadnezzar, in the eighteenth year of hit 
reign,f laid our temple desolate, and so it lay in 
that state of obscurity for fifty years: but that 
in the second year of the reign ol Cyrus its foun¬ 
dations were laid, and it was finished again in 
the second year of Darius.J I will now add the 
records of the Phcenicians; for it will not be su¬ 
perfluous to give the reader demonstrations mori 
than enough on this occasion. In them we have 
this enumeration of the times of their several 
kings: “ Nabuchodonosor besieged Tyre for thir¬ 
teen years, in the days of Ithobal, their king; 
after him reigned Baal, ten years; after him 
were judges appointed, who judged the people. 
Ecnibalus, the son of Baslacus, two months; 
Chelbes, the son of Abdeus, ten months; Abbar 
the high priest, three months; Mitgonus and Ge- 
rastratus, the sons of Abdelemus, were judge* 
six years; after whom Belatorus reigned one 
year; after his death they sent and fetched Me- 
rabalus from Babylon, who reigned four years; 
after his death they sent for his brother Hirom, 
who reigned twenty years. Under his reign Cy¬ 
rus became king of Persia.” So that the whole 
interval is fifty-four years besides three months; 
for on the seventh year of the reign of Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar he began to besiege Tyre, and Cy¬ 
rus the Persian took the kingdom on the four¬ 
teenth year of Hirom. So that the records of 
the Chaldeans and Tyrians agree with our wri¬ 
tings about this temple; and the testimonies here 
produced are an indisputable and undeniable at¬ 
testation to the antiquity of our nation. And I 
suppose that what 1 have already said may be 
sufficient to such as are not very contentious. 

22. But now it i9 proper to satisfy the inquiry 
of those that disbelieve the records of Barbarians, 
and think none but Greeks to be worthy of credit, 
and to produce many of these very Greeks who 
were acquainted with our nation, and to set be¬ 
fore them such as upon occasion have made 
mention of us in their own writings. Pythago¬ 
ras, therefore, of Samos, lived in very ancient 
times, and was esteemed a person superior to all 
philosophers in wisdom and piety towards God. 
Now it is plain that he did not only know our 
doctrines, but wa9 in a very great measure a fol¬ 
lower and admirer of them. There is not indeed 
extant any writing that is owned for his;} but 
many there are who have written his history, of 
whom Hermippus is the most celebrated, who 
was a person very inquisitive into all sorts of 
history. Now this Hermippus, in his first book 
concerning Pythagoras, speak thus: “That Py¬ 
thagoras, upon the death of one of his associates, 
whose name was Calliphon, a Crotoniate by 
birth, affirmed that this man’s soul conversed 

the tenth with that of Eusebius, is very uncertain f so we 
had best follow Josepiius’s own account elsewhere, Antiq. 
B. xi. ch. tii. seet. 4, which shows us, that, according to hi* 
copy of the Old Testament, after the second of Cyrus, 
that work was interrupted till the second of Darius, whba 
in seven years it was finished, on the ninth of Darius. 

§ This is a thing well known by the learned, that we 
are not suro that we have any genuine writings of Pytha¬ 
goras; those Golden Verses, which are his best remains, 
being generally supposed to have been written not by him- 
1 self, but by some of his scholars only, in agreement with 
j what Josephus here affirms of him. 
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with him both night and day, and enjoined him 
not to pass over a place where an ass had fallen 
down; as also not to drink such waters as caused 
thirst again; and to abstain from all sorts of re¬ 
proaches.” After which he adds thus: "This he 
did and said in imitation of the doctrines of the 
Jews and Thracians, which he transferred into 
his own philosophy.” For it is very truly affirm¬ 
ed of this Pythagoras, that he took a great many 
of the laws of the Jews into his own philosophy. 
Nor was our nation unknown of old to several of 
the Grecian cities, and indeed was thought wor¬ 
thy of imitation by some of them. This is de¬ 
clared by Theophrastus, in his writings concern¬ 
ing laws: for ne says, "That the laws of the 
Tyrians forbade men to swear foreign oaths.” 
Among which he enumerates some others, and 
particularly that called Corban; which oath can 
only be found among the Jews, and declares w’hat 
a man may call a thing devoted to God. Nor in¬ 
deed was Herodotus of Halicarnassus unac¬ 
quainted with our nation, but mentions it after a 
way of his own, when he saith thus, in his second 
book concerning the Colchians. His words are 
these: " The only people who were circumcised 
in their privy members originally, were the Col¬ 
chians, the Egyptians, and the Ethiopians; but 
the Phoenicians, and those Syrians that are in Pa¬ 
lestine, confess that they learned it from the 
Egyptians. And for those Syrians who live about 
the rivers Thermodon and Parthenius, and their 
neighbors the Macrones, they say they have 
lately learned it from the Colchians; for these 
are the only people that are circumcised among 
mankind, and appear to have done the very same 
thing with the Egyptians. But as for the Egyp¬ 
tians and Ethiopians themselves, I am not able 
to say w r hich of them received it from the other.” 
This therefore is what Herodotus says, "That 
the Syrians that are in Palestine are circum¬ 
cised.” But there are no inhabitants of Palestine 
that are circumcised excepting the Jews; and 
therefore it must be his knowledge of them that 
enabled him to speak so much concerning them. 
Cherilus* also, a still ancienter writer, and a 
poet, makes mention of our nation, and informs 
us tnat it came to the assistance of king Xerxes, 
in his expedition against Greece. For in his enu¬ 
meration of all those nations, he last of all inserts 
ours among the rest, when he says, " At the last 
there passed over a people, wonderful to be be¬ 
held, for they spoke the Phoenician tongue with 
their mouths; they dwelt in the Solymean moun¬ 
tains, near a broad lake: their heads were sooty, 
they had round rasures on them; their heads 
ana faces were like nasty horses’ heads also, that 
had been hardened in the smoke.” I think, 
therefore, that it is evident to every body, that 
Cherilus means us, because the Solymean moun¬ 
tains are in our country, wherein we inhabit, as 
is also the lake called Asphaltitis; for this is a 
broader and larger lake than any other that is in 
Syria: and thus does Cherilus make mention of 
us. But now, that not only the lowest sort of the 
Grecians, but those that are had in the greatest 
admiration for their philosophic improvements 

♦Whether these verses of Cherilus, the heathen poet, 
in the days of Xerxes, belong to the Solymi in Pisidia, 
that were near a small lake, or to the Jews' that dwell on 
the Solymean or Jerusalem mountains, near the great and 
broad lake Asphaltitis, that w’ere a strange people, and 
spake the Phoenician tongue, is not agreed on by the 
learned. It is yet certain that Josephus here, nnd Euse¬ 
bius. Pnrp. ix. 9. p. 412, took them to ho Jew's: nnd I 
confess l cannot but very much incline to the same opinion. 
The other Solymi were not a strange people, hut heathen 
idolators, like the other parts of Xerxes’s army; and that 
these spake the Phoenician longuo is next to impossible, as 
the Jews certainly did: nor is there the least evidence for 
it elsewhere. Nor was the lake ndjoining to tho mountains 
of the Solymi at all large or broad in comparison of the 
Jewish lake Asphaltitis: nor, indeed, were they so con¬ 
siderable a people as the Jews, nor so likely to he desired 
by Xerxes for his army as the Jews, to whom he was always 
very favorable. As for the rest of Cherilus’s description. 


among them, did not only know the Jews, but, 
when they lighted upon any of them, admired them 
also, it is easy for any one to know; for Clearchus, 
who was the scholar to Aristotle, and inferior to no 
one of the Peripatetics whomsoever, in hi 3 first 
book concerning sleep, says, “That Aristotle 
his master related what follow's of a Jew,” and 
sets down Aristotle’s own discourse with him. 
The account is this, as written down by him: 
“ Now, for a great part of what this Jew said, it 
would be too long to recite it, but what includes 
in it both wonder and phiIosophy.it may not be 
amiss to discourse of: Now, that I may be plain 
with thee, Hyperochides, I shall herein seem to 
thee to relate wonders, and what will resemble 
dreams themselves. Hereupon Hyperochides an¬ 
swered modestly, and said, For that very reason 
it is that all of us are very desirous of hearing 
what thou art going to say. Then, replied Aris¬ 
totle, For this cause it will be the best way to imi¬ 
tate that rule of the rhetoricians, which requires 
us first to give an account of the man, and of what 
nation he w r as, that so we may not contradict our 
master’s directions. Then said Hyperochides, Go 
on, if it so pleases thee. This man then, [answer¬ 
ed Aristotle,] w r as by birth a Jew’, and came from 
Ccelosyria: these Jews are derived from the In¬ 
dian philosophers; they are named by the In¬ 
dians Calami, and by the Syrians Sudaei, and took 
their name from the country they inhabit, which 
is called Judea; but for the name of their city it 
is a very awkward one, for they call it Jerusalem. 
Now this man, when he was hospitably treated 
by a great many, came dow r n from the upper 
country to the places near the sea, and became 
a Grecian, not only in his language, but in his 
soul also; insomuch that when we ourselves 
happened to be in Asia about the same places 
whither he came, he conversed with us, and 
with other philosophical persons, and made a 
; trial of our skill in philosophy; aud as he had 
lived with many learned men, he communicated 
to us more information than he received from 
us.” This is Aristotle’s account of the matter, 
as given us by Clearchus; ivhich Aristotle dis¬ 
coursed also particularly of the great and won¬ 
derful fortitude of this Jew in his diet, and con¬ 
tinent way of living, as those that please may 
learn more about niin from Clearcnus’s book 
itself; for I avoid setting down any more than is 
sufficient for my purpose. Now, Clearchus said 
this by w T ay of digression, for his main design 
was of another nature. But for Hecateus of 
Abdera, who was both a philosopher and one 
very useful in an active life, he was contempo¬ 
rary with kiug Alexander in his youth, and aftei- 
ward was with Ptolemy, the son of Lagus: he 
did not write about the Jewish affairs by the by 
only, but composed an entire book concerning 
the Jews themselves, out of which book I aiu 
willing to run over a few things, of which I have 
been treating by way of epitome. And, in the 
first place, I will demonstrate the time when 
this Hecateus lived; for he mentions the fight 
that was between Ptolemy and Demetrius about 
Gaza, which was fought on the eleventh year 

that their heads were sooty ; that they had round rasures 
on their heads; that their heads and/ares were like nasty 
horses' heads, ichich had been hardened in the smoke: these 
awkward characters probublv filled the Solymi of Pisidia 
no better than they did the Jews in Judea. And, iodeed, 
this reproachful languugc here given these people, is to 
me a strong indication that they are the poor despicable 
Jews, nnd not the Pisidian Solymi celebruled in Homer, 
whom Cherilus here describes; nor are we lo expect that 
either Cherilus or Hecateus, or any other Pngnn writers, 
cited by Josephus and Eusebios, made no mistakes in the 
Jewish history. If, by comparing their testimonies with 
the more authentic records of thui nation, we find them for 
the main, to confirm the same, as we almost alwaysdo.we 
ought to be satisfied, and not expect that they ever had an 
exact knowledge of all the circumstances of the Jewish 
affairs, which, indeed, it was almost always impossible for 
them to have. See sect. 23. 
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after the death of Alexander, and on the hun¬ 
dred and seventeenth olympiad, as Castor says 
io his history. For when ne had set down this 
olympiad, he says further, “That on this olym¬ 
piad Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, beat in battle 
Demetrius, the son of Anligonus, who was named 
Poliorcetes, at Gaza.” Now, it is agreed by all, 
that Alexander died on the hundred and four¬ 
teenth olympiad: it is therefore evident that 
our nation nourished in his time, and in the time 
of Alexander. Again. Hccateus says to the same 
purpose, as follows: “ Ptolemy got possession 
of tile places in Syria after that battle at Gaza; 
and many, when they heard of Ptolemy’s mode¬ 
ration and humanity, went along with him to 
Egypt, and were willing to assist him in his af¬ 
fairs; one of which (Hecateus says) was Heze- 
kiah,* the high priest of the Jew s, a man of about 
sixty-six years of age, and in great dignity 
among his own people. He was a very sensible 
man, and could speak very movingly, and was 
very skilful in the management of affairs, if any 
other man ever were so; although, as he says, 
all the priests of the Jews took tithes of the pro¬ 
ducts of the earth, and managed public affairs, 
and were in number not above fifteen hundred at 
the most.” Hecateus mentions this Iiezekiah a 
second time, and says, that, “ as he was possessed 
of so great a dignity, and was become familiar 
with us, so did he take certain of those that 
v/ere with him, and explained to them all the 
circumstances of their people; for he had all 
their habitations and polity down in writing.” 
Moreover, Hecateus declares again, “ what re¬ 
gard we have for our laws, and that we resolve 
to endure any thing rather than transgress them, 
because we think it right for us to do so.”— 
Whereupon he adds, that “ although they are in 
a bad reputation among their neighbors, and 
among all those that come to them, and have 
been often treated injuriously by the kings and 
governors of Persia, yet can they not be dis¬ 
suaded from acting but what they think best; 
but that when they are stripped on this account, 
and have torments inflicted upon them, and they 
arc brought to the most terrible kinds of death, 
they meet them after an extraordinary manner, 
beyond all other people, and will not renounce 
the religion of their forefathers.” Hecateus also 
produces demonstrations not a few of this their 
resolute tenaciousness of their laws, when he 
speaks thus: “Alexander was once at Babylon, 
and had an intention to rebuild the temple of 
Belus that was fallen to decay, and in order 
thereto, he commanded all his soldiers in gene¬ 
ral to bring earth thither; but the Jews, and 
they onlj\ would not comply with that com¬ 
mand; nay, they underwent stripes and great 
losses of what they had on this account, till the 
king forgave them, and permitted them to live 
in quiet.” He adds farther, “ That when the 
Macedonians came to them into that country, 
and demolished the [old] temples and the altars, 
they assisted them in demolisliing them all;f but 

* This Iiezekiah, who is here called a high priest, is not 
named in Josephus's catalogue; the real high priest at 
that lime being rather Onius, as Archbishop Usher sup¬ 
poses. However, Josephus often uses the word high priest 
in the plural number, as living many nt the same time. 
See lhe noto on Antiq. Ik xx. ch. viii. sect. 8. 

| Sol read tho text with lluvcrcamp, though tho place 
bo difficult. 

1 This number of arourae or Egyptian acres, 3,000,000, 
each arouru containing a square of 100 Egyptian cubils, 
(being about three quarters of an English aero, and just 
twice tho area of tho court of the Jewish tnbernacleJ as 
contained in lhe country nf Judea, will ho about one third 
nf the entiro number of arourje iu tho whulc land of Ju¬ 
dea, supposing il JGU measured miles long, and 70 such 
miles broad; which csiiinnliun for tho fruitful parls of il, 
as, perhaps, here in llecaleus, is not, therefore, very wide 
frum the truth. The 50 furlongs in compass for the city 
Jerusalem presently, are not very wide from tho truth 
also, as Josephus himself describes it, who, Of the War, 


[for not assisting them ia rebuilding them] they 
either underwent losses, or sometimes obtained 
forgiveness.” He adds farther, “That these 
men deserve to be admired on that account.” 
He also speaks of the mighty populousness of 
our nation, and says, “That the Persians for¬ 
merly carried away many ten thousands of our- 
people to Babylon, as also that not a few ten 
thousands were removed after Alexander’s death 
into Egypt and Phoenicia, by reason of the sedi¬ 
tion that was arisen in Syria.” The same per¬ 
son takes notice in his history how large the 
country is in which we inhabit, as well as of its 
excellent character, and says, “ That the land 
in which the Jews inhabit contains three millions 
of arouroe,t and is generally of a most excellent 
and most fruitful soil; nor is Judea of lesser di¬ 
mensions.” The same man describes our city 
Jerusalem also itself, as of a most excellent 
structure, and very large, and inhabited from 
the most ancient times. He also discourses of 
the multitude of men in it, and of the construc¬ 
tion of our temple, after the following manner: 
“There are many strong places and villages 
(says he) in the country ol Judea; but one strong 
city there is, about fifty furlongs in circumfe¬ 
rence, which is inhabited by a hundred and twen¬ 
ty thousand men, or thereabout:^ they call it 
Jerusalem. There is, about the middle of the 
city, a wall of stone, whose length is five hun¬ 
dred feet, and the breadth a hundred cubits, with 
double cloisters; wherein there is a square altar, 
not made of hewn stone, but composed of white 
stones gathered together, having each side twen¬ 
ty cubits long, and its altitude ten cubits. Hard 
by it is a large edifice wherein there U an altar 
and a candlestick both of gold, and in weight 
two talents: upon these there is a light that is 
never extinguished, neither by night nor by day. 
There is no image, nor any tiling, nor any dona¬ 
tions therein: nothing at all is there planted, nei¬ 
ther grove, nor any thing of that sort. The priests 
abide therein both nights and days, performing 
certain purifications, and drinking not the least 
drop of wine while they are in the temple.” 
Moreover, he attests, that we Jews went as aux¬ 
iliaries along with king Alexander, and after him 
with his successors. I will add farther what he 
says he learned, when he was himself with the 
same army, concerning the actions of a man 
that was a Jew. His words are these: “As 1 
was myself going to the Red Sea, there follow¬ 
ed us a man whose name was Mosollam: he was 
one of the Jewish horsemen who conducted us; 
he was a person of great courage, of a strong 
body, and by all allowed to be the most skilful 
archer that was either among the Greeks or bar¬ 
barians. Now, this man, as people were in great 
numbers passing along the road, and a certain 
augur was observing au augury by a bird, and 
requiring them all to stand still, inquired what 
they staid for. Hereupon the augur showed him 
the bird from whence he took his augury, and 
told him, that if the bird staid where he was, 

B. v. ch. iv. sect. 3, makes its wall 33 furloncs, besides the 
suburbs und gardens; nay, ho says, B. v. ch. xii. sect. 2, 
that Titus’s wall about it at sume small distance, ofter tb» 
gardens and suburbs were destroyed, was not less lima 31> 
furlongs. Nor, perhaps, were its constsnt inhabitants in 
the days of Hecateus many mure than these 120,000, be¬ 
cause room was always to be left for vastly greater num¬ 
bers which enme up ut the three great festivals ; to say 
nothing uf tho. probable increase in tbeir number between 
tho days of Hecateus and Josephus, which was at least 
300 years. But see a more authentic account of some of 
these measures in my description of tho Jewish temples. 
However, we are not to expect that such heathens as Che- 
rilus, or Hecuteus, or the rest that are cited by Josephus 
and Eusebius, could avoid making many mistakes in the 
Jewish history, while yet they strongly confirm the same 
history in the general, and aro the most valuable attesta¬ 
tions to those mure authentic uccounts we have in tba 
Scriptures und Josephus concerning them. 

§ Sea the preceding note. 




AGAINST APION.—BOOK 1. 


they ought all to stand still; but that if he got 
up and flew onward, they must go forward, but 
that if lie flew backward, they must retire 
again. Mosollam made no reply, but drew' his 
bow, and shot at the bird, and nit him, and killed 
him; and as the augur and some others were 
very angry, and wished imprecations upon him, 
he answered them thus: “ VVby are you so mad 
as to take this most unhappy bird into your 
hands? for how can this bird give us any true 
information concerning our march, who could 
not foresee how to save himself; for had he been 
able to foreknow what was future, he would not 
have come to this place, but would have been 
afraid lest Mosollam the Jew should shoot at him 
and kill him.” Hut of Hecateus’s testimonies 
we have said enough: for as to such as desire 
to know more of them, they may easily obtain 
them from his book itself. How'ever, 1 shall not 
think it too much for me to name Agatharchides, 
as having made mention of us Jews, though in 
way of derision at our simplicity, as he supposes 
it to be; for when he was discoursing of the af¬ 
fairs of Stratonice, “ how she came out of Mace¬ 
donia into Syria, and left her husband Demetri¬ 
us, while yet Seleucus would not marry her as 
she expected, but, during the time of his raising 
an army at Babylon, stirred up a sedition about 
Antioch; and how, after that, the king came 
back, and upon his taking of Antioch, she fled to 
Seleucia, and had it in her power to sail away 
immediately, yet did she comply with a dream 
which forbade her so to do, and so was caught 
and put to death.” When Agatharchides had 
premised this story, and had jested upon Strato¬ 
nice for her superstition, he gives a like exam¬ 
ple of what was reported concerning us, and 
writes thus; “There are a people called Jews, 
who dwell in a city the strongest of all other 
cities, which the inhabitants call Jerusalem, and 
are accustomed to rest on every seventh day;* 
on which times they make no use of their arms, 
nor meddle with their husbandry, nor take care 
of any affairs of life, but spread out their hands 
in their holy places, and pray till the evening. 
Now it came to pass, that when Ptolemy, the 
son of Lagus, came into this city with his army, 
that these men, in observing this mad custom of 
theirs, instead of guarding the city, suffered their 
country to submit itself to a bitter lord; and their 
lavvf was openly proved to have commanded a 
foolish practice. This accident taught all other 
men but the Jews to disregard such dreams as 
these were, and not to follow the like idle sug¬ 
gestions delivered as a law, when in such uncer¬ 
tainty of human reasonings, they are at a loss 
what they should do.” Now this our procedure 
seems a ridiculous thing to Agatharchides, but 
will appear to such as consider it without preju¬ 
dice a great thing, aud what deserved a great 
many encomiums; 1 mean, when certain meu 
constantly prefer the observation of their laws, 
and their religion towards God, before the pre¬ 
servation of themselves and their country. 

23. Now, that some writers have omitted to 
mention our nation, not because they knew no¬ 
thing of us, but because they envied us, or for 
some other unjustifiable reasons, I think I can 
demonstrate by particular instances: for Hiero¬ 
nymus, 'who wrote the history of [Alexander’s] 
successors, lived at the same time with Hecateus, 
and was a friend of king Antigonus, and presi¬ 
dent of Syria. Now it is plain, that Hecateus 
wrote an entire book concerning us, while Hie¬ 
ronymus never mentions us in his history, al¬ 
though he was bred up very near to the places 
where we live. Thus different from one another 
are the inclinations of men; while the one thought 
we deserved to be carefully remembered, some 
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ill-disposed passion blinded the other’s mind so 
entirely, that he could not discern the truth. 
And now certainly the foregoing records of the 
Egyptians, and Chaldeans, and Phoenicians, to¬ 
gether w T ith so many of the Greek w riters, will 
be sufficient for the demonstration of our anti¬ 
quity. Moreover, besides those foremeutioned, 
Theophilus, and Theodotus, and Mnases, and 
Aristophanes, and Hermogenes, Euhemerus also, 
and Conon, and Zopyrion, and perhaps many 
others, (for I have not lighted upon ail the Greek 
books,) have made distinct mention of us. It is 
true, many of the men before mentioned have 
made great mistakes about the true accounts of 
our nation in the earliest times, because they 
had not perused our sacred books; yet have they 
all of them afforded their testimony to our anti¬ 
quity, concerning which I am now treating. How¬ 
ever, Demetrius Phalereus, and the elder Philo, 
with Eupolemus, have not greatly missed the 
truth about our affairs; whose lesser mistakes 
ought therefore to be forgiven them; for it was 
not in their power to understand our writings 
with the utmost accuracy. 

24. One particular there is still remaining be¬ 
hind of what I at first proposed to speak to, and 
that is to demonstrate that those calumnies and 
reproaches, which some have thrown upon our 
nation, are lies, and to make use of those writers’ 
own testimonies against themselves; and that, in 
general, this self-contradiction hath happened to 
many other authors, by reason of their ill-will to 
some people, I conclude is not unknown to such 
as have read histories with sufficient care; for 
some of them have endeavored to disgrace the 
nobility of certain nations and of some of the 
most glorious cities, and have cast reproaches 
upon certain forms of government. Thus hath 
Theopompus abused the city of Athens, Poly¬ 
crates that of Lacedemon, as hath he that wrote 
the Tripoliticus, (for he is not Theopompus, as is 
supposed by some) done by the city of Thebes. 
Timeus also hath greatly abused the foregoing 
people and others also: and this ill treatment 
they use chiefly when they have a contest with 
men of the greatest reputation ; some out of envy' 
and malice, and others, as supposing that, by this 
foolish talking of theirs, they may be thought 
worthy of being remembered themselves: and 
iudeed they do by no meaus fail of their hopes, 
with regard to the foolish part of mankind, but 
men of sober judgment still condemn them of 
great malignity. 

25. Now the Egyptians were the first that cast 
reproaches upon us; in order to please which 
nation, some others undertook to pervert the 
truth, while they would neither own that our 
forefathers came into Egypt from another coun¬ 
try, as the fact w r as, uor give a true account of 
our departure thence. And indeed the Egyp¬ 
tians took many occasions to hate us and euvy 
us; in the first place, because our ancestors}: had 
had the dominion over their country, and when 
they were delivered from them, and gone to their 
own country again, they lived there in pros¬ 
perity. In the next place, the difference ol our 
religion from theirs hath occasioned great en¬ 
mity between us, while our way of divine wor¬ 
ship did as much exceed that which their laws 
appointed, as does the nature of God exceed that 
of brute beasts; for, so far do they all agree 
through the whole country, to esteem such ani¬ 
mals as gods, although they differ one from ano¬ 
ther in the peculiar worship they severally paytD 
them. And certainly men they are, entirely of 
vain and foolish minds, who have thus accustom¬ 
ed themselves from the beginning to have such 
bad notions concerning their gods, and could not 
think of imitating that decent form of divine wor- 


* A glorious testimony thisofthe observation of the Sab- their leaders, which ncilher the Maccabees uor our blessef 
bath by the Jews. See Antiq. B. xvi. ch. ii.sect.4; ch. vi. Saviour did ever approve of. 

sect. 2; Of the Life, sect. 54, aud War, B. iv. ch. ix. sect. 12. } The Phoenician shepherds, whom Josephus mistout 

t Not their law, but the superstitious interpretation of l for the Israelites. See the note ou sect. 10. 
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ship which we made use of, though, when they 
saw our institutions approved of by many others, 
they could not but envy us on that account; for 
some of them have proceeded to that degree of 
folly and meanness in their conduct, as not to 
scruple to contradict their own ancient records, 
nay, to contradict themselves also in their wri¬ 
tings, and vet were so blinded by their passions 
as not to discern it. 

26. And now I will turn my discourse to one of 
their principal writers, whom I have a little be¬ 
fore made use of as a witness to our antiquity; 1 
mean Manetho.* He promised to interpret the 
Egyptian history out of their sacred writings, 
and premised this: that, “our people had come 
into Egypt, many ten thousands in number, and 
9ubdueci its inhabitants;” and when he had far¬ 
ther confessed, “ That we went out of that coun¬ 
try afterward, and settled in that country which 
is now called Judea, and there built Jerusalem 
and its temple.” Now thus far he followed his 
ancient records: but after this he permits him¬ 
self, in order to appear to have written what ru¬ 
mors and reports passed abroad about the Jews, 
and introduces incredible narrations, as if he 
would have the Egyptian multitude, that had the 
leprosy and other distempers, to have been mixed 
with us, as he says they were, and that they 
were condemned to fly out of Egypt together; 
for he mentions Amenophis, a fictitious king’s 
name, though on that account he durst not set 
down the number of years of his reign, which 
et he had accurately done as to the other kings 
e mentions; he then ascribes certain fabulous 
stories to this king, as having in a manner for¬ 
gotten how he had already related, that the de¬ 
parture of the shepherds tor Jerusalem had been 
rive hundred and eighteen years before; for 
Tetlnnosis was king when they went away. Now, 
from his days, the reigns of the intermediate 
kings, according to Manetho, amounted to three 
hundred ninety-three years, as he says himself, 
till the two brothers, Sethos and Ilermeus; the 
one of which, Sethos, was called by that other 
name of Egyptus, and the other, Hermeus, by 
that of Danaus. He also says, that Sethos cast 
the other out of Egypt, and reigned fifty-nine 
years, as did his eldest son Rhampscs reign after 
Lim sixty-six years. When Manetho therefore 
had acknowledged, that our forefathers were 
one out of Egypt so many years ago, lie intro- 
uccs his fictitious king Amenophis, and says 
thus: “This king was desirous to become a spec¬ 
tator of the gods, as had Orns, one of his prede¬ 
cessors in that kingdom, desired the same before 
him; he also communicated that his desire to his 
namesake Amenophis, who was the son of Papis, 
and one that seemed to partake of a divine na¬ 
ture, both as to wisdom and the knowledge of 
futurities.” Manetho adds, “ how this namesake 
of his told him, that he might see the gods, if he 
would clear the whole country of the lepers and 
of the other impure people; that the king was 
pleased with this injunction, and got together all 
that had any defect in their bodies out of Egypt, 
and that their number was eighty thousand; 
whom he sent to those quarries which were on 
the east side of the Nile, that thev might work in 
them, aud might be separnted from the rest of 
the Egyptians.” lie says further, that “there 
were some of the learned priests that were pol¬ 
luted with the leprosy; but that still this Ame¬ 
nophis, the wise man and the prophet, was afraid 
that the gods would be angry at him and at the 

* In readingthis,and the remaining sections of this book, 
and some parts of (he next, one mny easily perecivo (hat 
our usually cool and candid author Josephus was too high- 
y offended with (he impudent calumnies of Manetho, and 
the other hitter enemies of the Jews, with whom ho had 
now to deal, and was thereby betrayed into n greater heat 
and passion I linn ordinary, and that by consequence he 
does not here reason with his usual fairness and impar¬ 
tiality: he seems to depart sometimes from the brevity 
aad sincerity of a faithful historian, which is his grand 


king, if there should appear to have been vio¬ 
lence offered them; who also added this further, 
[out of his sagacity about futurities,] that certain 
people would come to the assistance of these 
polluted wretches, and would conquer Egypt, 
and keep it in their possession thirteen years: 
that, however, he durst not tell the king of these 
things, but that he left a writing behind him 
about all those matters, and then slew himself 
which made the king disconsolate.” After which 
he writes thus verbatim: “After those that were 
sent to work in the quarries had continued in 
that miserable state for a long while, the king was 
desired that he would set apart the city Avaris, 
which was then left desolate of the shepherds, 
for their habitation and protection; which desire 
he granted them. Now this city, according: to 
the ancient theology, was Typhos’s city. Rut 
when these men were gotten into it, ana found 
the place fit for a revolt, thej r appointed them¬ 
selves a ruler out of the priests of Heliopolis, 
whose name was Osarsiph, and they’ took their 
oaths that they would be obedient to him in all 
things. He then, in the first place, made this 
law for them, that they should neither worship 
the Egyptian gods, nor should abstain from any 
one of those sacred animals which they have in 
the highest esteem, but kill and destroy then) all; 
that they should join themselves to nobody but to 
those that were of this confederacy. When he 
had made such laws as these, and many more 
such as were mainly opposite to the customs of 
the Egyptians,! he gave order, that they should 
use the multitude of the hands they had in build¬ 
ing walls about their city, and make themselve? 
ready for a war with king Amenophis, while he 
did himself take into his friendship the othei 
priests, and those that were polluted with them, 
and sent ambassadors to those shepherds who had 
been driven out of the land by Tethmosis to the 
city called Jerusalem; whereby he informed them 
of his own affairs, and of the state of those others 
that had been treated after such an ignominious 
manner, and desired that they would come with 
one consent to his assistance in this war against 
Egypt. He also promised that he would in the 
first place, bring tnem back to their ancient city 
and country Avaris, and provide a plentiful main¬ 
tenance for their multitude; that he would protect 
them and fight for them as occasion should re¬ 
quire, and would easily reduce the country under 
their dominion. These shepherds were all very 
glad of this message, and came away with alacrity 
all together, being in number two hundred thou¬ 
sand men; and in a little time they came to 
Avaris. And now Amenophis, the kingof Egypt, 
upon his being informed of their invasion, was in 
great confusion, as calling to mind what Ameno¬ 
phis, the son of Papis, nad foretold him: and, 
in the first place, he assembled the multitude 
of the Egyptians, and took counsel with their 
leaders, and sent for their sacred animals to him, 
especially for those that were principally wor¬ 
shipped in their temples, nnd gave a particular 
charge to the priests distinctly, that they should 
hide the images of their gods with the utmost 
care, lie also sent his son Sethos, who was also 
named Ramcsses, from his father Rhampses, 
being but five years old, to a friend of his. He 
then passed on with the rest of the Egyptians, 
being three hundred thousand of the most war¬ 
like of them, against the enemy, who met them. 
Yet did he not join battle with them; but think¬ 
ing that would be to figbt against the gods, he 

character, and indulges the prolixity and colors of a 
plender and a dispulnnt: accordingly, I confess I always 
read these sections with less pleasure than I do the rest of 
his writings, though I fully believe the reproaches cast on 
the Jews, which ho here endeavors to confute and expose, 
were wholly groundless and unreasonable. 

t This is a very valuable lestimony of Manetho, that 
(lie laws of Osarsiph or Moses were not mado in compli¬ 
ance with, but in opposition (o the customs of the Egyp¬ 
tians. Swj the note nn Antiq. B. iii. ch. viii. sect 9. 
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returned back and came to Memphis, where he 
took Apis and the other sacred animals which he 
had sent for to him, and presently inarched into 
Ethiopia, together with his whole army and mul¬ 
titude of Egyptians, for the king of Ethiopia was 
under an obligation to him, on which account he 
received him, and took care of all the multitude 
that was with him, while the country supplied all 
that was necessary for the food of the men. He 
also allotted cities and villages for this exile, 
that was to be from its beginning during those 
fatal !v determined thirteen years. Moreover he 
pitched a camp for his Ethiopian army, as a guard 
to king Amenophis, upon the. borders of Egypt. 
And this was the state of things in Ethiopia. But 
for the people of Jerusalem, when they came 
down together with the polluted Egyptians, they 
treated the men in such a barbarous manner, that 
those who saw how the}' subdued the foremen- 
tioned country, and the horrid wickedness they 
were guilty of, thought it a most dreadful thing; 
for they did not only set the cities and villages on 
fire, but were not satisfied till they had been 
guilty of sacrilege, and destroyed the images of 
the gods, and used them in roasting of ihose sa¬ 
cred animals that used to be worshipped, and 
forced the priests and prophets to be tne execu¬ 
tioners and murderers of those animals, and then 
ejected them naked out of the country. It was 
also reported, that the priest, who ordained their 
polity and their laws, was by birth of Heliopolis, 
and his name Osarsiph, from Osyris, who was the 
god of Heliopolis; out that, when he was gone 
over to these people, his name was changed, and 
he was called Moses.” 

27. This is what the Egyptians relate about the 
Jews, with much more, which 1 omit for the sake 
of brevity. But still Manetho goes on, that “ af¬ 
ter this Amenophis returned back from Ethiopia 
with a great army, as did his son Rhampses with 
another army also, and that both of them joined 
battle with the shepherds and the polluted peo¬ 
ple, and beat them, and slew a great many of 
them, and pursued them to the bounds of Syria.” 
These and the like accounts are written by Ma¬ 
netho. But I will demonstrate that he trifles, 
and tells arrant lies, after I have made a distinc¬ 
tion which will relate to what 1 am going to say 
about him; for this Manetho had granted and 
confessed that this nation was not originally 
Egyptian, but that they had come from another 
country, and subdued Egypt, and then went away 
again out of it. But that those Egyptians who 
were thus diseased in their bodies were not min¬ 
gled with us afterward, and that Moses who 
brought the people out was not one of that com¬ 
pany, but lived many generations earlier, I shall 
endeavor to demonstrate from Manetho’s own 
accounts themselves. 

28. Now, for the first occasion of this fiction, 
Manetho supposes what is no better than a ridi¬ 
culous thing; for he says, that “ king Amenophis 
desired to see the gods.” What gods, 1 pray, did 
he desire to see? If he meant the gods whom 
their laws ordained to be worshipped, the ox, the 
goat, the crocodile, and the baboon, he saw them 
already; but for the heavenly gods, how could 
he see them, and what should occasion this his 
desire? To be sure,* it was because another 
king before him had already seen them. He had 
then been informed what sort of gods they were, 
and after what manner they had been seen, in¬ 
somuch that he did not stand in need of any new 
artifice for obtaining this sight. However, this 
prophet, by whose means tne king thought to 
compass his design, w'as a wise man. If so, how 
came he not to Know that such his desire was 
impossible to be accomplished? for the event did 
not succeed. And what pretence could there be 
to suppose that the gods could not be seen by 
reason of the people’s maims in their bodies, or 
leprosy? for the gods are not angry at the iniper- 

* Or. By Jupiter. 


fection of bodies, but at wicked practices: and 
as to eighty thousand lepers, and those in an ill 
state also, how is it possible to have them gather¬ 
ed together in one day? nay, how came the king 
not to comply with the prophet? for his injunc¬ 
tion was, that those that were maimed should be 
expelled out of Egypt, while the king only sent 
them to work in the quarries, as if he were ra¬ 
ther in want of laborers, than intended to purge 
his country. He says further, that “this pro¬ 
phet slew himself, as foreseeing the anger of the 

f ods, and those events which were to eomeupon 
Igypt afterward; and that he left this prediction 
for tne king in writing.” Besides, how came it 
to pass, that this prophet did not foreknow his 
own death at the first? nay, how came he not to 
contradict the king in his desire to see the gods 
immediately? how earae that unreasonable dread 
upon him of judgments that were not to happen 
in his lifetime; or what worse thing could he 
suffer, out of fear of which he made haste to 
kill himself? But now let us see the silliest 
thing of all; the king, although he had been in¬ 
formed of these things, and terrified with the 
fear of what was to come, yet did not he even 
then eject these maimed people out of his coun¬ 
try, when it had been foretold him that he was 
to clear Egypt of them; but, as Manetho says, 
“ He then, upon their request, gave them that 
city to inhabit, which had formerly belonged to 
the shepherds, and was called Avaris; whither, 
when they were gone in crowds,” he says, “ they 
chose one that had formerly been priest of Heli¬ 
opolis; and that this priest first ordained, that 
they should neither worship the gods, nor ab¬ 
stain from those animals that were worshipped 
by the Egyptians, but should kill and eat them 
all, and should associate with nobody but those 
that had conspired with them; and that he bound 
the multitude by oaths to be sure to continue in 
those laws; and that when he had built a wall 
about Avaris, he made war against the king.” 
Manetho adds also, that “this priest sent to Je¬ 
rusalem to invite that people to eome to his assist¬ 
ance, and promised to give them Avaris; for that 
it had belonged to the forefathers of those that 
were coming from Jerusalem; and that when they 
were come, they made a war immediately against 
the king, and got possession of all Egypt.” He 
says also, that “ the Egyptians came with an 
army of two hundred thousand men, and that 
Amenophis, the king of Egypt, not thinking that 
he ought to fight against the gods, ran away pre¬ 
sently into Ethiopia, and committed Apis and 
certain other of their sacred animals, to the 
priests, and commanded them to take care of 
preserving them.” lie says further, that “the 
people of Jerusalem came accordingly upon the 
Egyptians, and overthrew their cities, and burnt 
their temples, and slew their horsemen, and in 
short abstained from no sort of wickedness nor 
barbarity: and for that priest who settled their 
polity and their laws,” he says, “ he was by 
birth of Heliopolis, and his name was Osarsiph, 
from Osiris the god of Heliopolis, but that he 
changed his name and called himself Moses.” 
He then says, that “ on the thirteenth year af¬ 
terward, Amenophis, according to the fatal time 
of the duration of his misfortunes, came upon 
them out of Ethiopia with a great army, anti 
joining battle with the shepherds and with the 
polluted people, overcame them in battle, anti 
slew a great many of them, and pursued them as 
far as the bounds of Syria.” 

29. Now Manetho does not reflect upon the im¬ 
probability of his lie: for the leprous people, and 
the multitude that was with them, although they' 
might formerly have beeu angry at the king, and 
at those that had treated them so coarsely, and 
this according to the prediction of the prophet; 
yet certainly, when they were come out of the 
mines, and liad received of the king a city and a 
country, they would have grown milder towards 
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him. However, had they ever so much hated 
him in particular, they might have laid a private 
plot against himself, but would hardly have made 
war against all the Egyptians; I mean this on 
the account of the great kindred they who were 
so numerous must ha\e had among them. Nay 
still, if they had resolved to fight with the men, 
they would not have had impudence enough to 
fight with their gods: nor would they have or¬ 
dained laws quite contrary to those of their own 
country, and to those in which they had been 
bred up themselves. Yet are we beholden to 
Manetho, that he does not lay the principal charge 
of this horrid transgression upon those that came 
from Jerusalem, but says that the Egyptians 
themselves were the most guilty, and that they 
were their priests that contrived these things, 
and made the multitude take iheiroaths fordoing 
so. But still, how absurd it is to suppose, that 
none of these people’s own relations or friends 
should be prevailed with to revolt, nor to undergo 
the hazards of war with them? while these pol¬ 
luted people were forced to send to Jerusalem, 
and bring their auxiliaries from thence. What 
friendship, I pray, or what relation was there for¬ 
merly between them, that required this assist¬ 
ance? On the contrary, these people were ene¬ 
mies, and greatly differed from them in their cus¬ 
toms. He says, indeed, that they complied im¬ 
mediately, upon their promising them that they 
should conquer Egypt; as if they did not them¬ 
selves very well know that country out of which 
they had been driven by force. Now, had these 
men been in want, or lived miserably, perhaps 
they might have undertaken so hazardous an 
enterprise; but as they dwelt in a happy city, 
and had a large country, and one better than 
Egypt itself, how came it about, that for the sake 
of those that had of old been their enemies, and 
those that were maimed in their bodies, and of 
those whom none of their own relations would 
endure, they should run such hazards in assisting 
them? For they could not foresee that the king 
would run away from them: on the contrary, he 
saith himself, that “ Amenophis’s son had three 
hundred thousand men with nim, and met them at 
Pelusium.” Now, to be sure, those that came 
could not be ignorant of this; but for the king’s 
repentance and flight, how could they possibly 
guess at it? He then says, that “those who 
came from Jerusalem, and made this invasion, 
got the granaries of Egypt into their possession, 
and perpetrated many of the most horrid actions 
there.” And thence he reproaches them, as 
though he had not himself introduced them as 
enemies, or as though he might accuse such as 
were invited from another place for so doing, 
when the natural Egyptians themselves had done 
the same things before their coming, and had ta¬ 
ken oaths so to do. However, “ Amenophis, 
some time afterward, came upon them, and con- 
uered them in battle, and slew his enemies, and 
rove them before him as far as Syria.” As if 
Egypt were so easily taken by people that came 
from any place whatsoever, and as if those that 
had conquered it by war, when they were inform¬ 
ed that Amenophis was alive, did neither fortify 
the avenues out of Ethiopia into it, although 
■ they had great advantages for doing it, nor did 
get their other forces ready for their defence; but 
that “ he followed them over the sandy desert, 
and slew them as far as Syria;” while yet it is 
not an easy thing for an army to pass over that 
country, even without fighting. 

30. Our nation, therefore, according to Mane- 
tho, was not derived from Egypt, nor were any 
of the Egyptians mingled with us. For it is to 
be supposed that many of the leprous and dis¬ 
tempered people were dead in the mines, since 
they had been there a long time, and in so ill a 
condition; many others must be dead in the bat¬ 
tles that happened afterward, and more still in 
the last battle and flight after it. 


31. It now remains that I debate with Manetho 
about Moses. Now, the Egyptians acknowledge 
him to have been a wonderful and a divine per¬ 
son: nay, they would willingly lay claim to nim 
themselves, though after a most abusive and in¬ 
credible manner, and pretend that he was of He¬ 
liopolis, and one of the priests of that place, and 
was ejected out of it among the rest, on account 
of his leprosy: although it had been demonstra¬ 
ted out of their records, that he lived five hun¬ 
dred and eighteen years earlier, and then brought 
our forefathers out of Egypt into the country 
that is now inhabited by us. But now that ue 
was not subject in his body to any such calamity, 
is evident from what he himself tells us; for he 
forbade those that had the leprosy either to con¬ 
tinue in a city, or to inhabit in a village, but com¬ 
manded that they should go about by themselves 
with their clothes rent; and declares, that such 
as either touch them, or live under the same roof 
with them, should be esteemed unclean: nay, 
more, if any one of their diseases be healed, and 
he recover his natural constitution again, he ap¬ 
pointed them certain purifications, and washings 
with spring water, and the shaving off all their 
hair, and enjoins that they shall offer many sacri¬ 
fices, and those of several kinds, and then, at 
length, to be admitted into the holy city; al¬ 
though it were to be expected that, on the con¬ 
trary, if he had been under the same calamity, 
he should have taken care of such persons be¬ 
forehand, and have had them treated after a 
kinder manner, as affected with a concern for 
those who were to be under the like misfortunes 
with himself. Nor was it only those leprous peo¬ 
ple for whose sake he made these laws, but also 
for such as should be maimed in the smallest part 
of their body, who yet are not permitted by him 
to officiate as priests: nay, although any priest, 
already initiated, should nave such a calamity fall 
upon him afterward, he ordered him to be de¬ 
prived of his honor of officiating. Now, can it 
then be supposed that Moses should ordain such 
laws against himself, to his own reproach and 
damage who so ordained them? Nor indeed is 
that other notion of Manetho’s at all probable, 
wherein lie relates the chaoge of his name, and 
says, that “ he was formerly called Osarsiph;” 
and this a name no way agreeable to the other, 
while his true name was Mouses, and signifies a 
person who is preserved out of the water, for 
the Egyptians call water Mou. I think, there¬ 
fore, I have made it sufficiently evident that Ma¬ 
netho, while he followed his ancient records, did 
not much mistake the truth of the history; but 
that when he had recourse to fabulous stories, 
without any certain author, he either forged them 
himself, without any probability, or else gave 
credit to some men who spoke so out of their ill 
will to us. 

32. And now I have clone with Manetho, I will 
inquire into what Cheremon says. For he also, 
when he pretended to write the Egyptian history, 
sets down the same name for his Ving that Ma¬ 
netho did, Amenophis, as also of his son Harnes¬ 
ses, and then goes on thus: “The goddess Isis 
appeared to Amenophis, in his sleep, and blamed 
him that her temple had been demolished in the 
war. But that Phritiphantes, the sacred scribe, 
said to him, that in case he would purge Egypt 
of the men who had pollutions upon them, he 
should be no longer troubled with such frightful 
apparitions: that Amenophis accordingly chose 
out two hundred and fifty thousand of those that 
were thus diseased, and cast them out of the 
country: that Moses and Joseph were scribes, 
and Joseph was a sacred scribe: that their names 
were Egyptian originally, that of Moses had been 
Tesithcn, and that of Joseph Peteseph: that 
these two came to Pelusium, and lighted upon 
three hundred and eighty thousand that had been 
left there by Amenophis, he not being willing to 
carry them into Egypt: that these scribes macte 
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% league of friendship with them, and made with 
them an expedition against Egypt: that Ameno- 
phis could not sustain their attacks, but fled into 
Ethiopia, and left his wife with child behind him, 
who lay concealed in certain caverns, and there 
brought forth a son, whose name was Messene, 
and who, when he was grown up to man’s estate, 
ursued the Jews into Syria, being about two 
undred thousand, and then received his father 
Amenophis out of Ethiopia.” 

33. This is the account Cheremon gives us, 
Now I take it for granted, that what I have said 
already hath plainly proved the falsity of both 
these narrations; for had there been any real 
truth at the bottom, it was impossible that they 
should so greatly disagree about the particulars. 
But for those that invent lies, what they write 
will easily give us very different accounts, while 
they forge what they please out of their own 
heads. Now Manetho says, that the king’s de¬ 
sire of seeing the gods, was the origin of the ejec¬ 
tion of the polluted people; but Cheremon feigns 
that it was a dream of his own, sent upon him by 
Isis, that was the occasion of it. Manetho says, 
that the person who foreshowed this purgation of 
Egypt to the king, was Amenophis; but this man 
says it was Phritiphantes. As to the numbers of 
the multitude that were expelled, they agree, ex¬ 
ceedingly well,* the former reckoning them eigh¬ 
ty thousand, and the latter about two hundred 
and fifty thousand. Now, for Manetho, he de¬ 
scribes these polluted persons as sent first to 
work in the quarries, and says, that after that, 
the city Avans was given them for their habita¬ 
tion. As also he relates, that it was not till after 
they had made war with the rest of the Egyp¬ 
tians, that they invited the people of Jerusalem 
to come to their assistance; while Cheremon says 
only, that they were gone out of Egypt, and 
lighted upon three hundred and eighty thousand 
men about Pelusium, who had been left there by 
Amenophis, and so they invaded Egypt with 
them again; that thereupon Amenophis fled into 
Ethiopia. But then, this Cheremon commits a 
most ridiculous blunder in not informing us who 
this army of so many ten thousands were, or 
whence they came; whether they were native 
Egyptians, or whether they came from a foreign 
country. Nor, indeed, has this man, who forged 
a dream from Isis, about the leprous people, as¬ 
signed the reason why the king would not bring 
them into Egypt. Moreover, Cheremon sets 
down Joseph as driven away at the same time 
with Moses, who yet died four generations! be¬ 
fore Moses, which four generations make almost 
one hundred and seventy years. Besides all this, 
Ramesses, the son of Amenophis, by Manetho’s 
account, was a young man, and assisted his father 
in this war, and left the country at the same time 
with him, and fled into Ethiopia. But Cheremon 
makes him to have been born in a certain cave, 
after his father was dead, and that he then over¬ 
came the Jews in battle, and drove them into Sy¬ 
ria, being in number about two hundred thou¬ 
sand. O tne levity of the man! For he had neither 
told us who these three hundred and eighty thou¬ 
sand were, nor how the four hundred and thirty 
thousand perished; whether they r fell in war, or 
went over to Ramesses. And what is the strangest 
of all, it is not possible to learn out of him who 
they were whom he calls Jews, or to which of these 
two parties he applies that denomination: whether 
to the two hundred and fifty thousand leprous peo¬ 
ple, or to the three hundred and eighty thousand 
that were about Pelusium. But, perhaps, it will 
be looked upon as a silly thing in me to make any 
larger confutation of such writers as sufficiently 
confute themselves; for had they been only con¬ 
futed by other men, it had been more tolerable. 

34. I shall now add to these accounts about 

* By way of irony, I suppose. 

fHere we see lhai Josephus esteemed a generation be¬ 
tween Joseph and Moses to be about 42 or 43 years; which, 
77 
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Manetho and Cheremon, somewhat about Lysi- 
machus who hath taken the same topic of false¬ 
hood with those forementioned, but hath gone 
far beyond them in the incredible nature of his 
forgeries: which plainly demonstrates that he 
contrived them out of his virulent hatred of our 
nation. His words are these: “ The people of the 
Jews being leprous and scabby, and subject to 
certain other kinds of distempers, in the days of 
Bocchoris, king of Egypt, they fled to the tem¬ 
ples, and got tneir fooa there by begging: and 
as the numbers were very great that were fallen 
under these diseases, there arose a scarcity in 
Egypt. Hereupon Bocchoris, the king of Egypt, 
sent some to consult the oracle of [Jupiter] 11am- 
mon about this scarcity. The god’s answer was 
this, that he must purge his temples of impure 
and impious men, by expelling them out of tnose 
temples into desert places; but as to the scabby 
and leprous people, he must drown them, and. 
purge his temples, the sun having an indignation 
at these men’s being suffered to live; and by this 
means the land will bring forth it 3 fruits. Upon 
BoCehoris’s having received these oracles, he call¬ 
ed for their priests, and the attendants upon their 
altars, and ordered them to make a collection of 
the impure people, and to deliver them to the 
soldiers, to carry them away into the desert, but 
to take the leprous people, and wrap them in 
sheets of lead, and let them fall down into the sea. 
Hereupon the scabby and leprous people were 
drowned, and the rest were gotten together aud 
sent into desert places, in order to be exposed to 
destruction. In this case they assembled them¬ 
selves together, and took counsel what they 
should do, and determined that as the night was 
coming on, they should kindle fires and lamps, 
and keen watch; that they also should fast tne 
next nignt, and propitiate the gods, in order to 
obtain deliverance from them: that on the next 
day there was one Moses, who advised them that 
they should venture upon a journey, and go along 
one road till they should come to places fit for 
habitation: that he charged them to have no kind 
regards for any man, nor give good counsel to any, 
but always to advise them for the worst, and to 
overturn all those temples and altars of the gods 
they should meet with: and the rest commend¬ 
ed what he had said with one consent, and did 
what they had resolved on, and so travelled over 
the desert. But that the difficulties of the jour¬ 
ney being over, they came to a country inhabit¬ 
ed, and that there they abused the men, and 
plundered and burnt their temples, and then came 
into that land which is called Judea, and there 
they built a city, and dwelt therein, and that their 
city was named Hierosyla, from this their rob¬ 
bing of the temples; but that still, upon the suc¬ 
cess they had afterwards, they in time changed 
its denomination, that it might not be a reproach 
to them, and called the city Hierosolyma, and 
themselves Hierosolymites.” 

35. Now this man did not discover nor mention 
the same king with the others, but feigned a 
newer name, and passing by the dream and the 
Egyptian prophet, he brings him to [Jupiter] 
Hammon, in order to gain oracles about the scab¬ 
by and leprous people; for he says, that the mul¬ 
titude oi Jews were gathered together at the 
temples. Now' it is uncertain whether he as¬ 
cribes his name to these lepers, or to those that 
were subject to such diseases among the Jews 
only; for he describes them as a people of the 
Jews. What people does he mean? foreigners, 
or those of that country? Why theu dost thou 
call them Jews, if they were Egyptians? But if 
they were foreigners, why dost thou not tell us 
whence the)' came? And how tould it be that, 
after the king had drowned many of them in the 
sea, and ejected the rest into desert places, there 

if taken between the earlier children, well agrees with 
the dural ion of human life in those ages. See Authent. 
Kec. Part II. p. 9GB, 1019, 1020. 
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should be still so great a multitude remaining? 
Or after what maaner did they pass over the de¬ 
sert, and get the land which we now dwell in, 
and build our city, and that temple which hath 
been so famous amoog all mankind? And be¬ 
sides, he ought to have spoken more about our 
legislator, than by giving us his bare name; and 
to have informed us of what nation he was, and 
what parents he was derived from; and to have 
assigned the reasons why he undertook to make 
such laws concerning the gods, and concerning 
matters of injustice with regard to men during 
that journey. For, in case the people were by 
birth Egyptians, they would not on the sudden 
have so easily changed the customs of their coun¬ 
try: and in case they had been foreigners, they 
had for certain some laws or other, which had 
been kept by them from long custom. It is true, 
that witn regard to those who ejected them, they 
might have sworn never to bear good-will to 
them, and might have had a plausible reason for 
so doing. But if these men resolved to wage an 
implacable war against all men, in case they had 
acted as wickedly a3 he relates of them, ana this 


while they wanted the assistance of all men, 
this demonstrates a kind of mad conduct indeed, 
but not of the men themselves, but very greatly 
so of him who tells such lies upon them. He hath 
also impudence enough to say, that a name im¬ 
plying robbers* of the temple was given to their 
city, and that this name was afterward changed. 
The reason of which is plain, that the former 
name brought reproach and hatred upon them in 
the times of their posterity, while, it seems,those 
that built the city, thought they did honor to the 
city by giving it such a name. So we see that 
this fine fellow had such an unbounded inclina¬ 
tion to reproach us, that he did not understand 
that robbery of temples is not expressed by the 
same word and name among the Jews as it is 
among the Greeks. But why should a man say 
any more to a person who tells such impudent 
lies? However, since this book is arisen to com¬ 
petent length, I will make another beginning, and 
endeavor to add what still remains to perfect my 
design in the following book. 

* This ia the meaning of Hicrosyla in Greek, not in 
Hebrew. 


BOOK II. 


§ 1. In the former book, most honored Epa- 
phroditus, I have demonstrated our antiquity, and 
confirmed the truth of what I have said, from 
the writings of the Phoenicians, and Chaldeans, 
and Egyptians. I have, moreover, produced 
many of the Grecian writers as witnesses there¬ 
to. I have also made a refutation of Manetho and 
Cheremon, and of certain others of our enemies. 
I shall now, therefore,* begin a confutation of the 
remaining authors who have written any thing 
against us; although I confess I have had a 
doubt upon me about Apionf the grammarian, 
whether I ought to take the trouble of con¬ 
futing him or not; for some of his writings con¬ 
tain much the same accusations which the others 
have laid against us, some things that he hath 
added are very frigid and contemptible, and for 
the greatest part of what he says, it is very scur¬ 
rilous, and, to speak no more than the plain truth, 
it speaks him to be a very unlearned person, and 
what he lays together looks like the work of a 
man of very bad morals, and of one no better in 
his whole life than a mountebank. Yet, because 
there are a great many men so very foolish, that 
they are rather caught by such orations than by 
what is written with care, and take pleasure in 
reproaching other men, and cannot abide to hear 
them commended, I thought it to be necessary 
not to let this man go ofl without examination, 
who had written such an accusation against us, 
as if he would bring us to make an answer in 
open court. For I also have observed, that many 
men are very much delighted when they see a 
man who first began to reproach another, to be 
himself exposed to contempt on account of the 
vices he hath himself been guilty of. However, 
it is not a very easy thing to get over this man’s 
discourse, nor to Know plainly what he means: 
yet does he seem, amidst a great confusion and 
disorder in his falsehoods, to produce, in the first 
place, such things as resemble what we have ex¬ 
amined already, and relate to the departure of 
our forefathers out of Egypt; and, in the second 
place, he accuses the Jew's that are inhabitants 
of Alexandria; as, in the third place, he mixes 
with those things such accusations as concern the 
sacred purifications, with the other legal rites 
used in the temple. 

* The former cart of this second book is written against 
the calumnies of Apion,and then, more briefly, against iho 
like calumnies of Apollonius Molo. But after that, Jose- 
phoe leaves off any more particular reply to those adver¬ 
saries of the Jews, and gives us a large and excellent do- 
•cription and vindication of that theocracy which was set¬ 
tled for tb© Jewish nation by Moses, their great legislator. 


2. IVow, although I cannot but think that I 
have already demonstrated, and that abundantly 
more than was necessary, that our fathers were 
not originally Egyptians, nor were thence expel¬ 
led, neither on account of bodily diseases or any 
other calamities of that sort; yet will I briefly 
take notice of what Apion adds upon that sub¬ 
ject: for in his third book, which relates to the 
affairs of Egypt, he speaks thus:—“I have heard 
of the ancient men of Egypt, that Moses was of 
Heliopolis, and that he thought himself obliged 
to follow the customs of his forefathers, and otter¬ 
ed his prayers in the open air towards the city 
walls; but that he reduced them all to be direct¬ 
ed towards sunrising, which was agreeable to the 
situation of Heliopolis: that he also set up pil¬ 
lars instead of gnomons,} under which was re¬ 
presented a cavity, like that of a boat, and the 
shadow that fell from their tops fell down upon 
that cavity, that it might go round about the like 
course as the sun itself goe9 round in the other.” 
This is that w'onderful relation which we have 
given us by this great grammarian. But that it 
is a false one is so plain, that it stands in need of 
few words to prove it, but is manifest from the 
works of Moses; for when he erected the first 
tabernacle to God, he did himself neither give 
order for any such kind of representation to be 
made at it, nor ordain that those that came after 
him should make such a one. Moreover, when, 
in a future age, Solomon built his temple in Je¬ 
rusalem, he avoided all such needless decorations 
as Apion hath here devised. He says further, 
how “ he had heard of the ancient men, that Mo¬ 
ses was of Heliopolis.” To be sure that was be¬ 
cause, being a younger man himself, he believed 
those that by their elder age were acquainted 
and conversed with him! JVow this grammarian 
as he was, could not certainly tell which was the 
poet Homer’s country, no more than he could 
which was the country of Pythagoras, who lived 
comparatively but a little while ago: yet does he 
thus easily determine the age of Moses who 
preceded them such a vast number of years, as 
depending on his ancient men’s relation; which 
shows how notorious a liar he was. But then as 
to his chronological determination of the time 
when he says he brought the leprous people, the 

f Called by Tiberius, Cymbalum Jllundi , the drum of 
the world. 

} This seems to have been the first dial that had been 
made in Egypt, and was a little before the time that Abaa 
made his [first] dial in Judea, aad ahout anno 755, io lb© 
first year of the seventh Olympiad, as we shall see prfc* 
sently. See 2 Kings xx. 11: Isaiah xxxviii 8. 
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blind and the lame out of Egypt, see how well 
this most accurate grammarian of ours agrees 
with those that have written before him. Mane- 
tho says, that the Jews departed out of Egypt in 
the reign of Tethmosis, three hundred and ninety- 
three years before Danaus fled to Argos; Lysi- 
machus says it was under king Bocchoris, that 
is, one thousand seven hundred years ago; Molo 
and some others determined it as every one 
leased; but this Apion of ours, as deserving to 
e believed before them, hath determined it ex¬ 
actly to have been in the seventh Olympiad, and 
the first year of that Olympiad; the very same 
year in which he says that Carthage was built 
by the Phoenicians. The reason why he added 
this building of Carthage was, to be sure, in or¬ 
der, as he thought, to strengthen his assertion by 
so evident a character of chronology. But he 
was not aware that this character confutes his 
assertion; for if we may give credit to the Phoe¬ 
nician records as to the time of the first coming 
of their colony to Carthage, they relate that Hi- 
rom their king was above a hundred and fifty 
years earlier than the building of Carthage, con¬ 
cerning whom I have formerly produced testimo¬ 
nials out of those Phoenician records; as abo 
that this Hirom was a friend of Solomon when 
he was building the temple at Jerusalem, and 
gave him great assistance in his building that 
temple; while still Solomon himself built that 
temple six hundred and twelve years after the 
Jews came out of Egypt, As for the number of 
those that were expelled out of Egypt, he hath 
contrived to have the very same number with 
Lysimachus, and says they were a hundred and 
ten thousand. He then assigns a certain won¬ 
derful and plausible occasion for the name of Sab¬ 
bath; for he says, that “ when the Jews had tra¬ 
velled a six days’ journey, they had buboes in 
their groins; and that on this account it was 
that they rested on the seventh day, as having 
ot safely to that country which is now called 
udea; that then they preserved the language of 
the Egyptians, and called that day the Sabbath, 
for that malady of buboes on their groin was 
named Sabbatosis by the Egyptians.” And 
would not a man now laugh at this fellow’s 
trifling, or rather hate his impudence in writing 
thus? We must, it seems, take it for granted 
that all these hundred and ten thousand men 
must have these buboes. But, for certain, if 
those men had been blind and lame, and had all 
sorts of distempers upon them, as Apion says 
they had, they could not have gone one single 
day’s journey: but if they had been all able to 
travel over a large desert, and besides that to 
fight and conquer those that opposed them, they 
had not aU of them had buboes on their groins 
after the sixth day was over: for no such distem¬ 
per comes naturally and of necessity upon those 
that travel; but still, when there are many ten 
thousands in a camp together, they constantly 
march a settled space [in a day.] Nor is it at ail 
probable that such a thing should happen by 
chance: this would be prodigiously absurd to be 
supposed. However, our admirable author Api¬ 
on had before told us, that “ they came to Judea 
in six days’ time;” and again, that “Moses 
went up to a mountain that lay between Egypt 
and Arabia, which was called Sinai, and was 
concealed there forty days, and that when lie 
came down from thence, he gave laws to the 
Jew's.” But then, liow r was it possible for them 
to tarry forty days in a desert place where there 
was no water, and at the same time to pass all 
over the country between that and Judea in six 
days? And as for this grammatical translation 
of the word Sabbath, it either contains an in¬ 
stance of his great impudence or gross ignorance; 
for the words Sabbo and Sabbath are widely dif¬ 
ferent from one another: for the w'ord Sabbath 
in the Jewish language denotes rest from all sorts 
of work; but the word Sabbo, as he affirms, de¬ 


notes among the Egyptians a malady of a bubo 
in the groin. 

3. Tliis is that novel account which the Egyp¬ 
tian Apion gives us concerning the Jews’ depart¬ 
ure out of Egypt, and is no better than a contri¬ 
vance of his own. But why should we wonder 
at the lies he tells about our forefathers, when he 
affirms them to be of Egyptian original, when 
he lies also about himself? for although he was 
born at Oasis in Egypt, he pretends to be, as a 
man may say, the top man of all the Egyptians; 
yet does he forswear his real country and pro¬ 
genitors, and, by falsely pretending to be? born at 
Alexandria, cannot deny the pravity of his fami 
ly; for you see how justly he calls those Egyp¬ 
tians whom he hates aod endeavors to reproach; 
for had he not deemed Egyptians to be a name of 
great reproach, he would not have avoided the 
name of an Egyptian himself; as we know that 
those who brag of their own countries, value 
themselves upon the denomination they acquire 
thereby, and reprove such as unjustly lay claim 
thereto. As for the Egyptians’ claim to be of our 
kindred, they do it on one of the following ac¬ 
counts: I mean, either as they value themselves 
upon it, and pretend to bear that relation to us; 
or else as they would draw us in to be partakers 
of their own infamy. But this fine fellow Apion 
seems to broach this reproachful appellation 
against us, [that we were originally Egyptians,] 
in order to bestow it on the Alexandrians as a re¬ 
ward for the privilege they had given him of 
being a fellow-citizen with them: he also is ap¬ 
prized of the ill-will the Alexandrians bear to 
those Jews who are their fellow-citizens, and so 
proposes to himself to reproach them, although 
he must thereby include all the other Egyptians 
also, while in both cases he is no better than an 
impudent liar. 

4. But let us now see what those heavy and 
wicked crimes are, which Apion charges upon 
the Alexandrian Jew9. “They came (says ne) 
out of Syria, and inhabited near the tempestuous 
sea, and were in the neighborhood of tne dash¬ 
ing of the waves.” Now, if the place of habita¬ 
tion includes any thing that is reproachful, this 
man reproaches not his own real country, j Egypt,] 
but what he pretends to be his own country, 
Alexandria; for all are agreed in this, that the 

art of that city which is near the sea is the 
est part of all for habitation. Now, if the Jews 
ained that part of the city by force, and have 
ept it hitherto without impeachment, this i 9 a 
mark of their valor; but in reality it was Alex¬ 
ander himself that gave them that place for their 
habitation, when they obtained equal privileges 
there with the Macedonians. Nor can I devise 
what Apion would have said, had their habita¬ 
tion been at Necropolis,* and not been fixed hard 
by the royal palace [as it i9;] nor had their nation 
had the denomination of Macedonians given 
them till this very day [as they have.] Had this 
man now read the epistles of King Alexander, or 
those of Ptolemy the son of La^us, or met with 
tiie writings of the succeeding tings, or that pil¬ 
lar which is still standing at Alexandria, and con¬ 
tains the privileges which the great [Julius] 
Caesar bestowed upon the Jews; had this mao, I 
say, known these records, and yet had the impu¬ 
dence to write in contradiction to them, he hath 
shown himself to be a wicked man: but if he 
knew nothing of these records, he hath shown 
himself to be a man very ignorant; nay, when 
he appears to wonder how Jews could be called 
Alexandrians, this is another like instance of his 
ignorance; for all such as are called out to be co¬ 
lonies, although they be ever so far remote from 
one another in their original, receive their names 
from those that bring them to their new habita¬ 
tions. And what occasion is there to speak of 
others, when those of us Jews that dwell at An¬ 
tioch are named Antiochiaus, because Seleucus 
* Tho burial-place for dead bodies as I su^jiose. 
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the founder of that city gave them the privileges 
belonging thereto? Alter the like manner do 
those Jews that inhabit Ephesus and the other 
cities of Ionia, enjoy the same name with those 
that were originally born there, by the grant of 
the succeeding princes; nay, the kindness and 
humanity of the Romans hath been so great, 
that it hath granted leave to almost all others to 
take the same name of the Romans upon them ; I 
mean not particularly men only, but entire and 
large nations themselves also; for those ancient¬ 
ly named lberi, and Tyrrheni, and Sabini, are 
now called Romani. And if Apion reject this 
way of obtaining the privilege of a citizen of 
Alexandria, let him abstain from calling himself 
an Alexandrian hereafter; for otherwise, how 
can he who was born in the very heart of Egypt 
be an Alexandrian, if this way of accepting such 
a privilege of what he would have us deprived, 
be once abrogated? although, indeed, these Ro¬ 
mans, who are now the lords of the habitable 
earth, have forbidden the Egyptians to have the 
privileges of any city whatsoever; while this 
fine fellow, who is willing to partake of such a 
privilege himself as be is forbidden to make use 
of, endeavors by calumnies to deprive those of 
it that have justly received it; for Alexander did 
not, therefore, get some of our nation to Alexan¬ 
dria, because he wanted inhabitants for this his 
city, on whose building he had bestcwved so much 
pains; but this was given to our people as a re¬ 
ward, because he had, upon a careful trial, found 
them all to have been men of virtue and fidelity 
to him; for, as Hecateus says concerning us, 
“Alexander honored our nation to such a de¬ 
gree, that, for the equity and the fidelity which 
the Jews had exhibited to him, he permitted them 
to hold the country of Samaria free from tribute. 
Of the same mind also was Ptoleniy, the son of 
Lagus, as to those Jews who dwelt at Alexan¬ 
dria.” For he intrusted the fortresses of Egypt 
into their hands, as believing they would keep 
them faithfully and valiantly lor him; and when 
he was desirous to secure the government of Gy¬ 
rene and the other cities of Libya to himself, he 
sent a party of Jews to inhabit them. And for 
his successor Ptolemy, who was called Philadel- 
phus, he did not only set all those of our nation 
free who were captives under him, but did fre¬ 
quently* give money [for their ransom;] and 
what was his greatest work of all, he had a great 
desire of knowing our laws, and of obtaining the 
books of our sacred scriptures; accordingly he 
desired that such men might be sent him as might 
interpret our law to him: and in order to have 
them well compiled, he committed that care to 
no ordinary persons, but ordained that Demetrius 
Phalereus, and Andrcus, and Aristeas; the first, 
Demetrius, the most learned person of his age, 
and the others, such as were intrusted with the 
guard of his body, should take the care of this 
matter: nor would he certainly have been so de¬ 
sirous of learning our law and the philosophy of 
our nation, had he despised the men that made 
use of it, or had he not indeed had them in great 
admiration. 

5. jVow this Apion was unacquainted with al¬ 
most all the kings of those Macedonians whom 
he pretends to have been his progenitors; who 
were yet very well affected towards us; for the 
third of those Ptolemies, who was called Euerge- 
tes, when lie had gotten possession of all Syria 
by force, did not oiler his thank-offerings to the 
Egyptian gods for his victory, but came to Jeru¬ 
salem, and, according to our own laws, offered 

* For 7rox>.=t)t»c, or frequently, l would here read jroxx*, 
a great deal of money; for wc, indeed, rend both in 
Aristeas and Josephus, that this Ptolemy Philndelnhus 
onr.o gavo a very great sum of money to redeem above 
100,000 Jewish captives, but not of any sums of money, 
which lie disbursed on their account at other times, that 
I know of. 

t Here begins a great defect in the Greek copy; but 
the old Latin version fully supplies that defect 


many sacrifices to God, and dedicated to him 
such gifts as were suitable to such a victory; and 
as for Ptolemy Philotneter and his wife Cleopa¬ 
tra, they committed their whole kingdom to the 
Jews, when Onias and Dositheus, both Jews, 
whose names are laughed at by Apion, were ths 
generals of their whole army. But certainly, in¬ 
stead of reproaching them, he ought to admire 
their actions, and return them thanks for saving 
Alexandria, whose citizen he pretends to be; 
for when these Alexandrians were making war 
with Cleopatra the queen, and were in danger of 
being utterly ruined, these Jews brought them 
to terms of agreement, and freed them from the 
miseries of a civil war. “But then (says Apion) 
Onias brought a small army afterward upon the 
city, at the time when Thermus the Roman am¬ 
bassador was there present.” Yes, do I venture 
to say, and that he did rightly and very justly in 
so doing; for that Ptolemy w r ho was called Phys- 
co, upon the death of his brother Philometer, 
came from Cyrene, and would have ejected Cle* 
opatra as well as her sons out of their kingdom, 
that he might obtain it for himself unjustly.f For 
this cause, then, it was, that Onias undertook a 
war against him on Cleopatra’s account; nor 
would he desert that trust the royal family had 
reposed in him in their distress. Accordingly, 
God gave a remarkable attestation to his right¬ 
eous procedure; for when Ptolemy PhyscoJ: had 
the presumption to fight against Onias’s army, 
and nad caught all the Jews that were in the 
city, [Alexandria,] with their children and wives, 
and exposed them naked and in bonds to his ele¬ 
phants, that they might be trodden upon and de¬ 
stroyed; and when he had made those elephants 
drunk for that purpose, the event proved contra¬ 
ry to his preparations; for these elephants left 
the Jews who were exposed to them, and fell vio¬ 
lently upon Physco’s friends, and slew a great 
number of them: nay, after this, Ptolemy saw a 
terrible ghost, which prohibited his hurting those 
men: his very concubine whom he loved so well, 
some call her Ithaca, and others Irene, making 
supplication to him, that he would not perpetrate 
so great a wickedness. So he complied with her 
request, and repented of what he either had al¬ 
ready done or was about to do; whence it is well 
known that the Alexandrian Jews do with good 
reason celebrate this day, on the account that 
they had thereon been vouchsafed such an evi¬ 
dent deliverance from God. However, Apion, the 
common calumniator of men, hath the presump¬ 
tion to accuse the Jew's for making this war 
against Physco, when he ought to have com¬ 
mended them for the same. Tnis man also makes 
mention of Cleopatra, the last queen of Alexan¬ 
dria, and abuses us, because she was ungrateful 
to us; whereas he ought to have reproved her, 
who indulged herself in all kinds of injustice and 
wicked practices, both w'ith regard to her near¬ 
est relations and husbands who had loved her, 
and, indeed, in general, with regard to all the Ro¬ 
mans, and those emperors that were her bene¬ 
factors: who also had her sister Arsinoe slain in 
a temple, when she had done her no harm: more¬ 
over, she had her brother slain by private trea¬ 
chery, and she destroyed the gods of her country 
and the sepulchres of her progenitors; and while 
she had received her kingdom from the first 
C:esar, she had the impudence to rebel against 
his sonj and successor: nay, she corrupted An¬ 
tony with her love-tricks, and rendered him an 
enemy to his country, and made him treacherous 
to his friends, and [by his means] despoiled some 

I What error is hero generally believed to have been 
committed by our Josephus in ascribing a deliverance of 
the Jews to the reign of Ptolemy Physoo, the seventh of 
Ihoso Polemics, which has been universally supposed to 
have hoppened under Ptolemy Philopnler, the fourth of 
them, is no belter than a gross error of the moderns, and 
not of Joseph ns, as I hove fully proved in the Aullient.Rcc 
pari i. p. 200—204, whither I refer the inquisitive reader. 

§ Sister’s son, and rdopied son. 
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*f their royal authority, and forced others in her 
madness to act wickedly. But what need I en¬ 
large upon this head any farther, when she left 
Antony in his fight at sea, though he were her 
husband, and the father of their eommon chil¬ 
dren, and compelled him to resign up his govern¬ 
ment, with the army, and to follow her [into 
Egypt;] nay, when last of all Caesar had taken 
Alexandria, she came to that pitch of cruelty, 
that she declared she had some hope of preserv¬ 
ing her affairs still, in ease she could kill the 
Jews, though it were with her own hand; to 
such a degree of barbarity and perfidiousness 
had she arrived. And doth any one think that 
we cannot boast ourselves of any thing, if, as 
Apion says, this queen did not at a time of famine 
distribute wheat among us? However, she at 
length met with the punishment she deserved. 
As for us Jews, we appeal to the great Csesar 
what assistance we brought him, and what fideli¬ 
ty we showed to him against the Egyptians; as 
also, to the senate and its decrees, and the epis¬ 
tles of Augustus Caesar, whereby our merits [to 
the Romans] are justified. Apion ought to have 
looked upon those epistles, and, in particular, to 
have examined the testimonies given on our be¬ 
half under Alexander and all the Ptolemies, and 
the decrees of the senate and of the greatest Ro¬ 
man emperors. And if Gennanicus was notable 
to make a distribution of corn to all the inhabit¬ 
ants of Alexandria, that only shows what a bar¬ 
ren time it was, and how great a want there was 
then of corn, but tends nothing to the accusation 
of the Jews: for what all the emperors have 
thought of the Alexandrian Jews is well known; 
for this distribution of wheat was no otherwise 
omitted with regard to the Jews than it was 
with regard to tne other inhabitants of Alexan¬ 
dria. But they still were desirous to preserve 
what the kings had formerly entrusted to their 
care, I mean the custody of the river; nor did 
those kings think them unworthy of having the 
entire custody thereof upon all occasions. 

6. But, besides this, Apion objects to us thus.— 
44 If the Jews, (says he,) be citizens of Alexan¬ 
dria, why do they not worship the same gods 
with the Alexandrians?” To which I give this 
answer: Since you are yourselves Egyptians, 
why do you fight it out one against another, and 
have implacable wars about your religion? At 
this rate we must not call you all Egyptians, nor, 
indeed, in general men, because you breed up 
with great care beasts of a nature quite contrary 
to that of men, although the nature of all men 
seems to be one and the same. Now, if there be 
such differences in opinion among you Egyptians, 
why are you surprised that those who came to 
Alexandria from another country, and had ori¬ 
ginal laws of their own before, should persevere 
m the observance of those laws? But still he 
charges us with being the authors of sedition: 
which accusation, if it be a just one, why is it not 
laid against us all, since we are known to be all 
of one mind. Moreover, those that search into 
such matters will soon discover, that the authors 
of sedition have been such citizens of Alexandria 
as Apion is; for while they were the Grecians 
and Macedonians who were in possession of this 
city, there was no sedition raised against us, and 
vve were permitted to observe our ancient so¬ 
lemnities; but when the number of the Egyp¬ 
tians therein came to be considerable, the times 
grew confused, and then these seditions broke 
out still more and more, while our people con¬ 
tinued uncorrupted. These Egyptians, therefore, 
were the authors of these troubles, who having 
not the constancy of Macedonians, nor the pru¬ 
dence of Grecians, indulged all of them the evil 
manners of the Egyptians, and continued their 
ancient hatred against us; for what is here so 
presumptuously charged upon us, isowing to the 
differences that are amongst themselves; while 
many of them have not obtained the privileges of 


597 

citizens in proper times, but style those who are 
well known to have had that privilege extender* 
to them all, no other than foreigners: for it does 
not appear that any of the kings have ever for¬ 
merly bestowed those privileges of citizens upon. 
Egyptians, no more than have the emperor* 
done it more lately; w 7 hile it was Alexander who 
introduced us into this city at first, the kings 
augmented our privileges therein, and the Ro¬ 
mans have been pleased to preserve them al¬ 
ways inviolable. Moreover, Apion would lay a 
blot upon us, because we do not erect images for 
our emperors; as if those emperors did not know 
this before, or stood in need of Apion as their de¬ 
fender; whereas he ought rather to have admired 
the magnanimity and modesty of the Romans, 
whereby they do not compel those that are sub¬ 
ject to them to transgress the laws of their coun¬ 
tries, but are willing to receive the honors due 
to them after such a manner as those w ho are to 
pay them esteem consistent with piety, and with 
their own laws; for they do not thank people for 
conferring honors upon them, when they are 
compelled by violence so to do. Accordingly, 
since the Grecians and some other nations think 
it a right thing to make images, nay, when they 
have painted the pictures of their parents, and 
wives, and children, they exult for joy; and some 
there are who take pictures for themselves of 
such persons as w 7 ere noway related to them 
nay, some take the pictures of sucli servants as 
they were fond of. What wonder is it then if such 
as these appear willing to pay the same respect 
to their princes and lords? But then, our legis¬ 
lator hath forbidden us to make images, not by 
way of denunciation beforehand, that the Roman 
authority was not to be honored, but as de¬ 
spising a thing that was neither necessary nor 
useful for either God or man; and he forbade 
them, as we shall prove hereafter, to make these 
images for anv part of the animal creation, and 
much less for God himself, w ho is no part of such 
animal creation. Yet hath our legislator no 
where forbidden us to pay honors to worthy 
men, provided they be of another kind, and inferior 
to those we pay to God; svith which honors we 
willingly testify our respect to our emperors, and 
to the people of Rome: we also offer perpetual 
sacrifices for them: nor do we only offer them 
every day at the common expenses of all the 
Jews, but although we offer no other such sacri¬ 
fices out of our eommon expenses, no, not for our 
own children, yet do we this as a peculiar honor 
to the emperors, and to them alone, while we do 
the same to no other person whomsoever. And 
let this suffice for an answer in general to Apion 
as to what he says with relation to the Alexan¬ 
drian Jews. 

7. However, I cannot but admire those other 
authors who furnished this man with such his 
materials: I mean Possidonius and Apollonius 
[the son of] Molo,* who, while they accuse us 
lor not worshipping the same gods whom others 
worship, they think themselves not guilty of im¬ 
piety when they tell lies of us, and frame absurd 
and reproachful stories about our temple; where¬ 
as it is a most shameful thing for freemen to forge 
lies on any occasion, and much more so, to forge 
them about our temple, which was so famous over 
all the world, and was preserved so sacred by us; 
for Apion had the impudence to pretend, “that 
the Jews placed an ass’s head in their holy place,” 
and he affirms, “ that this was discovered when 
Antiochus Epipbancs spoiled our temple, and 
found that ass’s head there made of gold, and 
worth a great deal of money.” To this my first 
answer shall be this, that had there been any 
such thing among us, an Egyptian ought by no 
means to nave thrown it in our teeth, since an ass 

♦Called more properly Molo or Apollonius Molo , as 
hereafter; for Apollonius, the son of Molo, was another 
person, as Strabo informs us, lib. xiv. 
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w not a more contemptible animal than***f and 
goats, and other such creatures, which among 
them are gods. But besides this answer, I say 
farther, how comes it about that Apion does not 
understand this to be no other than a palpable 
lie, and to be confuted by the thing itself as utter¬ 
ly incredible? For we Jews are always governed 
by the same laws, in which we constantly perse¬ 
vere; and although many misfortunes have be¬ 
fallen our city, as the like have befallen others, 
and although Theos, [Epiphanes,] and Pompey 
the Great, and Licinius Crassus. and last of all 
Titus Ctesar, have conquered us in war, and got¬ 
ten possession of our temple; yet have they none 
of tnem found any such thing there, nor indeed 
anything but what was agreeable to the strictest 

f )iety; although what they found we are not at 
iberty to reveal to other nations. But for An- 
tiochus, [Epiphanes,] he had no. just cause for 
that ravage in our temple that he made; he only 
came to it when he wanted money, without de¬ 
claring himself our enemy, and attacked us while 
we were his associates and his friends; nor did he 
find any thing there that was ridiculous. This 
is attested by many worthy writers; Polybius of 
Alegalapolis, Strabo of Cappadocia, JVicolaus of 
Damascus, Timagenes, Castor the cbronologer, 
and Apollodorus.f "ho all say, that it was out of 
Antiochus’s want of money that lie broke his 
league with the Jews, and despoiled their temple 
when it was full of gold and silver. Apion ought 
to have had a regard to these facts, unless he had 
himself had either an ass’s heart or a dog’s im¬ 
pudence; of such a dog I mean as they worship; 
lor he had no other external reason for the lies 
he tells of us. As for us Jews, we ascribe no 
honor or power to asses, as do the Egyptians to 
crocodiles and asps, when they esteem such as 
are seized upon by the former, or bitten by the 
latter, to be happy persons, and persons worthy 
of God. Asses are the same with us which they 
are with other wise men, viz. creatures that bear 
the burdens that we lay upon them; but if they 
come to our threshing-floors, and eat our corn, 
or do not perform what we impose upon them, 
we beat them with a great many stripes, because 
it is their business to minister to us in our hus¬ 
bandry affairs. But this Apion of ours was either 
perfectly unskilful in the composition of such fal¬ 
lacious discourses, or however, when he began 
[somewhat better] he was notable to persevere in 
what he had undertaken, since he hath no manner 
of success in those reproaches he casts upon us. 

8. He adds another Grecian fable, in order to 
reproach us. In reply to which, it would be 
enough to say, that they who presume to speak 
about divine worship, ought not to be ignorant of 
this plain truth, that it is a degree of less impu¬ 
rity to pass through temples, than to forge wick¬ 
ed calumnies of its priests. JVow, such men as 
he are more zealous to justify a sacrilegious king, 
than to write what is just and what is true about 
us and about our temple; for when they are de¬ 
sirous of gratifying Antiochus, and of concealing 
that perfidiousness and sacrilege which he was 
guilty of, with regard to our nation, when he 
wanted money, they endeavor to disgrace us, 
and tell lies, even relating to futurities. Apion 
becomes other men’s prophet upon this occasion, 
and says, “ that Antiochus found in our temple 
a bed and a man lying upon it, with a small table 
before him, full of dainties, from the [fishes of 
the] sea, and the fowls of the dry land; that this 
man was amazed at these dainties thus set be¬ 
fore him; that he immediately adored the king 
upon his coming in, as hoping that he would at- 
ford him all possible assistance; that he fell down 
upon his knees, and stretched out to him his right 

t/drones in the Latin, but what animal it denotes docs 
not now appear. 

t It is a great pity that these six Pagan authors, hero 
mentioned to have described the famous profanation of 
the Jewish temple by Antiochus Epiphanes. should be all 


hand, and begged to oe released; and that when 
the king bade him sit down, and tell him who he 
was, and why he dwelt there, and what was the 
meaning of those various sorts of food that were 
set before him, the man made a lamentable com- 
laint, and with sighs, and tears in his eyes, gave 
im this account of the distress he tvas in, and 
said, that he was a Greek, and that as he went 
over this province, in order to get his living, he 
was seized upon by foreigners, on a sudden, and 
brought to this temple, and shut up therein, and 
was seen by nobody, but was fattened by these 
curious provisions thus set before him; and that 
truly, at the first, such unexpected advantages 
seemed to him matter of great joy; that after a 
while, they brought a suspicion upon him, and, 
at length, astonishment, what their meaning 
should be; that at last he inquired of the servants 
that came to him, and was by them informed, that 
it was in order to the fulfilling a law of the Jews, 
which they must not tell him, that he was thus 
fed ; and that they did the same at a set time every 
year; that they used to catch a Greek foreigner 
and fat him thus up every year, and then lead him 
to a certain wood, and kill him, and sacrifice with 
their accustomed solemnities, and taste of his en¬ 
trails, and take an oath upon thus sacrificing a 
Greek, that they would ever be at enmity with 
the Greeks; and that then they threw the remain¬ 
ing parts of the miserable wretch into a certain 
pit.” Apion adds farther, “ that the man said, 
there were but a few days to come ere he was 
to be slain, and implored Antiochus, that, out of 
the reverence he bore to the Grecian Gods, ho 
would disappoint the snares the Jews laid for his 
blood, and would deliver him from the miseries 
with which he was encompassed.” JVow, this is 
such a most tragical fable as is fall of nothing 
but cruelty and impudence; yet does it not ex¬ 
cuse Antiochus of his sacrilegious attempts, as 
those who wrote it in his vindication are willing 
to suppose; for he could not presume beforehand 
that he should meet with any such thing in com¬ 
ing to the temple, but must have found it unex¬ 
pectedly. He was therefore still an impious per¬ 
son, that was given to unlawful pleasures, and 
had no regard to God in his actions. But [as for 
Apion] he hath done whatever his extravagant 
love of lying hath dictated to him, as it is most 
easy to discover by a consideration of his writings; 
for the difference of our laws is known not to re¬ 
gard the Grecians only, but they are principally 
opposite to the Egyptians, and to some other na¬ 
tions also; for while it so falls out, that men of 
all countries come sometimes and sojourn among 
us, how comes it about that we take an oath, and 
conspire only against the Grecians, and that by 
the effusion of their blood nlso? Or, how is it 
possible, that all the Jews should get together to 
these sacrifices, and the entrails of one man 
should be sufficient for so many thousands to 
taste of them, as Apion pretends? Or, why did 
not the king carry this man, whosoever he was, 
and whatsoever was his name, (which is not set 
down in Apion’s book,) with great pomp back 
into his own country, when he might thereby 
have been esteemed a religious person himself, 
and a mighty lover of the Greeks, and might 
thereby have procured himself great assistance 
from all men against that hatred the Jews bore 
to him. But I leave this matter: for the proper 
way of confuting fools is not to use bare words, 
but to appeal to the things themselves that make 
against tnem. JVow, then, all such as ever saw 
the construction of our temple, of what nature it 
was, know well enough how the purity of it was 
never to be profaned; for it had four several 
courts,} encompassed with cloisters round about 

lost; I mean so far of their writings as contained that de¬ 
scription; though it is plain Josephus perused them all, as 
extant in his time. 

§ ll is remarkable that Josephus here, and, I think, no 
where else, reckons up four distinct courts of the temple; 
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every one of which had, by our law, a peculiar 
degree of separation from the rest. Into the first 
court every body was allowed to go, even foreign¬ 
ers, and none but women, during their courses, 
were prohibited to pass through it; all the Jews 
went into the second court, as well as their wives, 
when they were free from all uncleanness; into 
the third went the Jewish men when they were 
clean and purified; into the fourth went the 
priests, having on their sacerdotal garments: but 
for the most sacred place, none went in but the 
high priests clothed in their peculiar garments. 
Now there is so great caution used about these 
offices of religion, that the priests are appointed 
to go into the temple but at certain hours; for in 
the morning, at the opening of the inner temple, 
those that are to officiate receive the sacrifices, 
as they do again at noon, till the doors are shut. 
Lastly, it is not so much as lawful to carry any 
vessel into the holy house, nor is there any thing 
therein but the altar (of incense,) the table (of 
show-bread,) the censer, and the candlestick, 
which are all written in the law; for there is no¬ 
thing farther there, nor are there any mysteries 
performed that may not be spoken of; nor is there 
any feasting within the place. For what I have 
now said is publicly known, and supported by 
the testimony of the whole people, and their 
operations are very manifest; tor although there 
be four courses of the priests, and every one of 
them have above five thousand men in them, yet 
do they officiate on certain days only; and when 
those days are over, other priests succeed in the 
performance of their sacrifices, and assemble to¬ 
gether at mid-day, and receive the keys of the 
temple, and the vessels by tale, without any 
thing relating to food or drink being carried into 
the temple; nay, we are not allowed to offer such 
things at the altar, excepting what is prepared 
for the sacrifices. 

9. What then can we say of Apion, but that 
he examined nothing that concerned these things, 
while still he uttered incredible words about 
them? but it is a great shame for a grammarian 
not to be able to write true history. Now, if he 
knew the purity of our temple, he hath entirely 
omitted to take notice of it; but he forges a 
story about the seizing of a Grecian, about inef¬ 
fable food, and the most delicious preparation of 
dainties; and pretends that strangers could go 
into a place, whereinto the noblest men among 
the Jews are not allowed to enter unless they be 
priests. This, therefore, is the utmost degree of 
impiety, and a voluntary lie, in order to the delu¬ 
sion of those who will not examine into the truth 
of matters. Whereas, such unspeakable mis¬ 
chiefs as are above related, have been occasioned 
by such calumnies that are raised upon us. 

10. Nay, this miracle of piety derides us far¬ 
ther, and adds the following pretended facts to 
his former fable; for he says, that this man re¬ 
lated how, “ while the Jews were once in a long 
war with the Idumeans, there came a man out of 
one of the cities of the Idumeans, who there had 
worshipped Apollo. This man, whose name is 
said to have been Zabidus, came to tile Jews, 
and promised that he would deliver Apollo, the 
god of Dora, into their hands, and that he would 
come to our temple, if they would all come up 
with him, and bring the whole multitude of the 
Jews with them; that Zabidus made him a cer¬ 
tain wooden instrument, and put it round about 
him, and set three rows of lamps therein, and 
walked after such a manner, that he appeared to 
those that stood a great way off him to he a kind 
of star walking upon the earth; that the Jews 
were terribly frightened at so surprising an ap- 

that of the Gentiles, that of the women of Israel, that of 
the men of Israel, and that of the priests; as also, that 
tho court of the women admitted of the men, (I suppose 
only of the husbands of those wives that were therein,) 
while the court of the men did not admit any worneu into 
it at all. 


pearance, and stood very quiet at some distance ; 
and that Zabidus, while they continued so very 
quiet, went into the holy house, and carried oft 
that golden head of an ass, (for so facetiously 
does he write,) and then went his way back again 
to Dora, in great haste.” And say you so, sir? 
as I may reply; then does Apion load the as 3 , 
that is himself, and lays on him a burden ol fool¬ 
eries and lies; for he writes of places that have 
no being, and not knowing the cities he speaks 
of, he changes their situation; for Idumea borders 
upon our country, and is near to Gaza, in which 
there is no such city as Dora: although there 
be, it is true, a city named Dora, in Phoenicia, 
near Mount Carmel, but it is four days’journey 
from Idumea.* Now’, then, why does this man 
accuse us, because we have not gods in common 
with other nations? If our forefathers were so 
easily prevailed upon to have Apollo come to 
them, and thought they saw him walking upon 
the earth, and the stars with him; for certainly 
those who have so many festivals, wherein they 
light lamps, must yet, at this rate, have never 
seen a candlestick! but still it seems that w’hile 
Zabidus took his journey over the country, where 
w r ere so many ten thousands of people, nobody 
met him. He also, it seems, even in a time o? 
war, found the w'alls of Jerusalem destitute of 
guards: I omit the rest. Now the doors of the 
holy house were seventyf cubits high, and twen¬ 
ty cubits broad; they were all plated over with 
gold, and almost of solid gold itself, and there 
were no fewer than twentyJ men required to shut 
them every day; nor was*it lawful ever to leave 
them open, though it seems this lamp-bearer of 
ours opened them easily, or thought he opened 
them, as he thought he had the ass’s head in hi? 
hand. Whether, therefore, he returned it to us 
again, or whether Apion took it and brought it 
into the temple again, that Anliochus might find 
it, and afford a handle for a second fable of 
Apion’s, is uncertain. 

11. Apion also tells a false story when be men¬ 
tions an oath of ours, as if we “ swore by God, the 
maker of the heaven, and earth, and sea, to bear 
no good will to any foreigner, and particularly to 
none of the Greeks.” Now this liar ought* to 
have said directly, that “ we would bear no good 
will to any foreigner, and particularly to none of 
the Egyptians.” For then his story about the 
oath would have squared with the rest of his 
original forgeries, in case our forefathers had 
been driven aw T ay by their kinsmen the Egyp¬ 
tians, not on account of any wickedness theyhad 
been guilty of, but on account of the calamities 
they w’ere under; for as to the Grecians, we are 
rather remote from them in place, than different 
from them in our institutions, insomuch that we 
have no enmity with them, or any jealousy of 
them. On the contrary, it hath so happened, 
that many of them have coine over to our laws, 
and some of them have continued in their obser¬ 
vation, although others of them had not courage 
enough to persevere, and so departed from them 
again; or did any body ever hear this oath sworn 
by us; Apion, it seems, w’as the only person that 
heard it, lor he indeed was the first composer of it. 

12. However, Apion deserves to he admired for 
his great prudence, as to what 1 am going to snv, 
which is this, that “ there is n plain mark among 
us, that we neither have just laws, nor worship 
God ns w*e ought to do, because we are not go¬ 
vernors, but are rather in subjection to Gentiles, 
sometimes to oue nation, and sometimes to ano¬ 
ther; and that our city hnth been liable to seve¬ 
ral calamities, while their city (Alexandria) hath 
been of old time an imperial city, and not used 

♦Judea, in tho Greek, bv a gross mistake of me trans¬ 
cribers. 

fSeven, iti the Greek, by a like gross nistake of the 
transcribers. See Of die \Var, It. v. ch. v.iect. 4. 

I Two hundred, in the Greek, contrary to the twenty in 
the War, B. vii. ch. v. sect. 3. 
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to be in subjection to the Romans.” But now 
this man had better leave off his bragging-, for 
every body but himself would think, that Apion 
said what he hath said against himself; for there 
are very few nations that have had the good for¬ 
tune to continue many generations in the princi¬ 
pality, but still the mutations in human affairs 
nave put them into subjection under others; and 
most nations have been often subdued, and 
brought into subjection by others. Now for the 
Egyptians, perhaps they are the only nation that 
have had this extraordinary privilege to have 
never served any of those monarchs who subdu¬ 
ed Asia and Europe, and this on account, as they 
pretend, that the gods fled into their country, 
and saved themselves by being changed into tne 
shapes of wild beasts! Whereas these Egyp¬ 
tians* are the very people who appear to have 
never, in all the past ages, had one day of free¬ 
dom, no, not so much as from their own lords. For 
I will not reproach them with relating the man¬ 
ner how the Persians used them, and this not 
once only, but niaivy times, when they laid their 
cities waste, demolished their temples, and cut 
the throats of those animals whom they esteem¬ 
ed to be gods; for it is not reasonable to imitate 
the clownish ignorance of Apion, who hath no 
regard to the misfortunes of tne Athenians, or of 
the Lacedemonians, the latter of whom were 
styled by all men the most courageous, and the 
former the most religious of the Grecians. I say 
nothing of such kings as have been famous for 
piety, particularly ol one of them whose name 
was Cresus, nor what calamities he met with in 
his life: I say nothing of the citadel of Athens, 
of the temple at Ephesus, of that at Delphi, nor 
of ten thousand others which have been burnt 
down, while nobody cast reproaches on those 
that were the sufferers, but on those that were the 
actors therein. But now we have met with Apion, 
an accuser of our nation, though one that still 
forgets the miseries of his own people the Egyp¬ 
tians; but it is that Sesostris, who was once so 
celebrated a king of Egypt, that hath blinded 
him: now we will not brag of our kings, David 
and Solomon, though they conquered many na¬ 
tions: accordingly we will let them alone. How¬ 
ever, Apion is ignorant of what every body 
knows, that the Egyptians were servants to the 
Persians, and afterward to the Macedonians, 
when they were lords of Asia, and were no bet¬ 
ter than slaves, while we have enjoyed liberty 
formerly; nay, more than that, have had the do¬ 
minion of the cities that lie round about us, and 
this nearly for a hundred and twenty years to¬ 
gether, until Pompeius Magnus. And when all 
the kings every where were conquered by the Ro¬ 
mans, our ancestors were the only people who 
continued to be esteemed their confederates and 
friends, on account of their fidelity to them. 

13. But says Apion, “we Jews have not had 
any wonderful men amongst us, not any invent¬ 
ors of arts, nor any eminent for wisdom.”— 
He then enumerates Socrates and Zeno, and 
Cleanthes, and some others of the same sort; and 
after all, he adds himself to them, which is the 
most wonderful thing of all that he says, and 

E ronounces Alexandria to be happy because it 
ath such a citizen as he is in it; for he was the 
fittest man to be a witness to his own deserts, 
although lie hath appeared to all others no better 
than a wicked mountebank, of a corrupt life and 
ill discourses; on which account one may Justly 
pity Alexandria, if it should value itself upon 
such a citizen as he is. But ns to our own men, 

♦This notorious disgraco belonging peculiarly to llio 
people of Egypt, over since the limes of tho old prophets 
of lha Jows, noted bulb section 4 already, and here, may 
bo confirmed by the testimony of Isodorus, an Egyptian 
of Pelusium, Epist. lib. i. cap. 489. And this a remark¬ 
able completion of the ancient prediction of God, by 
Ezek xxix. 14, 15.—“That the Egyptians should bo a 
base kingdom, the basest of the kingdoms;" and that it 
“should not exalt itself any more above the nations.” The 


we have had those who have been as deserving of 
commendation as any other whosoever; and such 
as have perused our Antiquities cannot be igno¬ 
rant of them. 

14. As to the other things which he sets down 
as blame-worthy, it may perhaps be the best way 
to let them pass without apology, that he may be 
allowed to be his own accuser, and the accuser 
of the rest of the Egyptians. However, he ac¬ 
cuses us for sacrificing animals, and for abstain¬ 
ing from swine’s flesh, and laughs at us for the 
circumcision of our privy members. Now, as for 
our slaughter of tame animals for sacrifices, it ia 
common to us and to all other men: but this 
Apion, by making it a crime to sacrifice them, de¬ 
monstrates himself to be an Egyptian; for had 
he been either a Grecian or a Macedonian, (as he 
pretends to be,) he had not showed any uneasi¬ 
ness at it; for those people glory in sacrificing 
whole hecatombs to the gods, and make use o: 
those sacrifices for feasting; and yet is not the 
world thereby rendered destitute of cattle, as 
Apion was afraid would come to pass. Yet if all 
men had followed the manners of the Egyptians,- 
the world had certainly been made desolate as to 
mankind, but had been filled full of the wildest 
sort of brute beasts, which, because they sup¬ 
pose them to be gods, thev carefully nourish.— 
However, if any one should ask Apion which of 
the Egyptians he thinks to be the most wise and 
most pious of them all, he would certainly ac¬ 
knowledge the priests to be so; for the histories 
say, that two things were originally committed to 
their care by their king’s injunctions, the wor¬ 
ship of the gods, and the support of wisdom and 
philosophy. Accordingly, these priests are all 
circumcised, and abstain from swine’s flesh: nor 
does any one of the other Egyptians assist them 
in slaying those sacrifices they offer to the gods. 
Apion was therefore quite blinded in his mind, 
wnen, for the sake of the Egyptians, he contri¬ 
ved to reproach us, and to accuse such others as 
not only make use of that conduct of life which 
he so much abuses, but have also taught other 
men to be circumcised, as says Herodotus, which 
makes me think that Apion is hereby justly pun¬ 
ished for his casting such reproaches on the laws 
of his own country; for he was circumcised him¬ 
self of necessity, on account of an ulcer in hi# 

E rivy member; and when he received no benefit 
y such circumcision, but his member became 
putrid, he died in great torment. Now men of 
good tempers ought to observe their own laws 
concerning religion accurately, and to persevere 
therein, but not presently abuse the laws of other 
nations; while this Apion deserted his own laws, 
and told lies about ours. And this was the end 
of Apion's life, and this shall be the conclusion 
of our discourse about him. 

15. But now, since Apollonius, Molo, and Lysi- 
machus, and some others, write treatises about 
our lawgiver Moses, and about our laws, which 
are neither just nor true, and this partly out of 
ignorance, but chiefly out of ill-will to us, while 
they calumniate Moses as an impostor and de¬ 
ceiver, and pretenrt that our laws teach us wick¬ 
edness, but nothing that is virtuous, I have a 
mind to discourse briefly, according to my ability, 
about our whole constitution of government, and 
about the particular branches of it. For I sup¬ 
pose it will thence become evident that the law# 
we have given us are disposed after the best man¬ 
ner for the advancement of piety, for mutua. 
communion with one another, for a general love 
of mankind, as also for justice, and for sustain- 

trutli of which still farther appears by the present obser¬ 
vation of Juaephus, that these Egyptians had never, in all 
tho past ages sinco Scsostria, had ona day of liberty, no 
not no much as to have been free from despotic power un¬ 
der any of the monarchs to that day. And all this ha# 
been found equally true, in the latter ages, under the Ro¬ 
mans, Saracens, Mamelukes, and Turks,from the daysof 
Josephus to the presont ago also. 
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ing labours with fortitude, and for a contempt of 
death. And I beg of those that shall peruse this 
writing of mine, to read it without partiality; for 
it is not iny purpose to write an encomium upon 
ourselves, but I shall esteem this as a most just 
apology for us, and taken from those our laws, 
according to which we lead our lives, against the 
many and the lying objections that have been 
made against us. Moreover, since this Apol¬ 
lonius does not do like Apion, and lay a continued 
accusation against us, but does it only by starts, 
and up and down his discourse, while he some¬ 
times reproaches us as atheists, and man-haters, 
and sometimes hits us in the teeth with our want 
of courage, and yet sometimes, on the contrary, 
accuses us of too great boldness, and madness in 
our conduct: nay, he says, that we are the 
weakest of all the barbarians, and that this is the 
reason why we are the only people who have 
made no improvements in human life. Now I 
think I shall have then sufficiently disproved all 
these his allegations, when it shall appear that 
our laws enjoin the very reverse of what he 
says, and that we very carefully observe those 
laws ourselves. And if 1 be compelled to make 
mention of the laws of other nations, that are 
contrary to ours, those ought deservedly to thank 
themselves for it, who have pretended to de¬ 
preciate our laws in comparison of their own: 
nor will there, I think, be any room after that for 
them to pretend, either that we have no such 
laws ourselves, an epitome of which I will pre¬ 
sent to the reader, or that we do not, above all 
men, continue in the observation of them. 

16. To begin then a good way backward: I 
would advance this, in the first place, that those 
who have been admirers of good order, and of 
living under common law’s, and who began to in¬ 
troduce them, may well have this testimony, that 
they are better than other men, both for modera¬ 
tion, and such virtue as is agreeable to nature. 
Indeed, their endeavour was to have every thing 
they ordained believed to be very ancient, that 
they might not be thought to imitate others, but 
might appear to have delivered a regular way of 
living to others after them. Since, then, this is 
the case, the excellency of a legislator is seen in 
providing for the people’s living after the best 
manner, and in prevailing with those that are to 
use the laws he ordains for them, to have a good 
opinion of them, and in obliging the multitude to 
persevere in them, and to make no changes in 
them, neither in prosperity nor adversity. Now, 

I venture to say, that our legislator is the most 
ancient of all the legislators whom we have any 
where heard of; for as for the Lycurguses, and 
Solons.and Zaleucus Locrensis, and all those le¬ 
gislators who are so admired by the Greeks, 
they seem to be of yesterday, if compared with 
our legislator, insomuch as the very name of a 
law was not so much as known in old times 
among the Grecians. Homer is a witness to the 
truth of this observation, who never uses that 
term in all his poems: for indeed there was then 
no such thing among them, but the multitude 
was governed by wise maxims, and by the in¬ 
junctions of their king. It was also a long time* 

* Viz. After the greatest part of the w orld had lcftoif 
their obedience to God, their original legislator. See 
Scripture Politics, page0,7. 

t This language, that Moses m «<r*i f s*vrov, persuaded 
himself that what he did was according to God’s will, 
can mean no more by Josephus’s own constant notions 
elsewhere, than that he was firmly persuaded , that he 
had fully satisfied himself, that so it was, viz.by the ma¬ 
ny revelations he had received from God, and the nu¬ 
merous miracles God had enabled him to work, as he, 
both in these very two books against Apion, and in his 
Antiquities most clearly and frequent ly assures us. This 
is farther evident from several passages lower, where 
he affirms that Moses w as no impostor nor deceiver, and 
where he assures ns that Moses’s constitution of govern¬ 
ment was no other than a theocracy; and where he says 
they are to hope for deliverance out of their distresses 
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that they continued in the use of these unwritten 
customs, although they were always changing 
them upon several occasions. But for our legis¬ 
lator, who was of so much greater antiquity than 
the rest, (as even those who speak against us 
upon all occasions do always confess,) he ex¬ 
hibited himself to the people as their best go¬ 
vernor and counsellor, and included in his legis¬ 
lation the entire conduct of their lives, and pre¬ 
vailed with them to receive it, and brought it so 
to pass, that those that were made acquainted 
with his laws did most carefully observe them. 

17. But let us consider his first and greatest 
work: for when it was resolved on by our fore¬ 
fathers to leave Egypt, and return to their own 
country, this Moses took the many ten thousands 
that were of the people, and saved them out of 
many desperate distresses, and brought them 
home in safety. And certainly it was here ne¬ 
cessary to travel over a country without water, 
and full of sand, to overcome their enemies, and 
during these battles, to preserve their children, 
and their wives, and their prey; on all which oc¬ 
casions he became an excellent general of an 
army, and a most prudent counsellor, and one 
that took the truest care of them all; he also so 
brought it about, that the whole multitude de¬ 
pended upon him. And while he had them always 
obedient to what he enjoined, he made no man¬ 
ner of use of his authority for his own private ad¬ 
vantage, which is the usual time when governors 
gain great powers to themselves, and pave the 
vvay for tyranny, and accustom the multitude to 
live very dissolutely: whereas, when our legis¬ 
lator was in so great authority, he, on the con¬ 
trary, thought he ought to have regard to piety, 
and to show his great good-will to the people 
and by this means he thought he might show the 
degree of virtue that was in him, and might pro¬ 
cure the most lasting security to these who had 
made him their governor. When he had, there¬ 
fore, come to such a good resolution, and had 
performed such wonderful exploits, we had just 
reason to look upon ourselves as having him for a 
divine governor and counsellor. And when he 
had first persuaded himselff that his actions and 
designs were agreeable to God’s will, he thought 
it his duty to impress, above all things, that no¬ 
tion upon the multitude: for those who have 
once believed that God is the inspector of their 
lives, will not permit themselves in any sin. And 
this is the character of our legislator: he was no 
impostor, no deceiver, as his revilers sav, though 
unjustly, but such a one as they brag AlinosJ to 
have been among the Greeks, and other legis¬ 
lators after him: for some of them suppose that 
they had their laws from Jupiter, while Minos 
said, that the revelation of his laws was to be re¬ 
ferred to Apollo, and his oracle at Delphi; whe¬ 
ther they really thought they were so derived, 
or supposed, however, that they could persuade 
the people easily that so it was. But which of 
these it was who made the best laws, and which 
had the greatest reason to believe that God was 
their author, it will be easy, upon comparing 
those laws themselves together, to determine; 
for it is time that we come to that point.[]$ Now 

by prayer to God, and that witlml it was owing in part 
to this prophetic spirit of Moses, that the Jews expected 
a resurrection from the dead. Sec almost ns strange a 
use of the like words tt* 4<r5« ^ to* Qio?, to persuade Ood f 
Antiq. h. vi. eh. v. sect. 6. 

} That is, Moses really was, what the heathen legisla¬ 
tors pretended to he, under a divine direction; nor does 
it yet appear that these pretentions to a supernatural 
conduct, either in these legislators or orncles.wcre mere 
delusions of men, without any demoniacal impressions, 
nor that Josephus took them so to he, as the aneientest 
and cotemporary authors did still believe them to be su¬ 
pernatural. 

$ This whole very large passage from [] to ***, is cor¬ 
rected hy Dr. Hudson, from Eusebius’s citation of it, 
Prtep. Evangel, vii. 3. which is here uot a littlediflerent 
from tho present MSS. of Josephus. 
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there are innumerable differences in the par¬ 
ticular cm toms and laws that are among all man¬ 
kind, which a man may briefly reduce under the 
following- heads: some legislators have permit¬ 
ted their governments to be under monarchies, 
others put them under oligarchies, and others 
under a republican form; but our legislator had 
no regard to any of these forms, but he ordained 
our government to be what, by a strained ex¬ 
pression, may be termed a theocracy,* by as¬ 
cribing the authority and the power to God, and 
by persuading all the neople to have a regard to 
him, as the author of all things that were enjoyed 
either in common by all mankind, or by each 
one in particular, and ofall that they themselves 
obtained by praying to him in their greatest 
difficulties, lie informed them, that it was im¬ 
possible to escape God’s observation, even in any 
of our outward actions, or in any of our inward 
thoughts. Moreover, he represented Godf as un¬ 
begotten and immutable through all eternity, 
superior to all mortal conceptions in pulchritude; 
and, though known to us by his power, yet un¬ 
known to us as to his essence. I do not now ex¬ 
plain how these notions of God are the sentiments 
of the wisest among the Grecians, and how they 
were taught them upon the principles that he 
afforded them. However, they testify with great 
assurance, that these notions are just, and agree.- 
able to the nature of God, and to his majesty; for 
Pythagoras, and Anaxagoras, and Plato, and the 
Stoic philosophers that succeeded them, and al¬ 
most all the rest, are of the same sentiments, and 
had the same notions of the nature of God; yet 
durst not these men disclose those true notions 
to more than a few, because the body of the peo- 
le were prejudiced with other opinions before- 
and. But our legislator, who made his actions 
agree to his laws, did not only prevail with those 
that were his contemporaries to agree with these 
his notions, but so firmly imprinted this faith in 
God upon all their posterity, that it never could 
be removed. The reason why the constitution of 
this legislation was ever better directed to the 
utility of all, than other legislations were, is this, 
that Moses did not make religion a part of virtue, 
but he saw and he ordained other virtues to be 
parts of religion; I mean justice, and fortitude, 
and temperance, and a universal agreement of 
the members of the community with one ano¬ 
ther; for all our actions and studies, and all our 
words (in Moses's settlement) have a reference 
to piety towards God; for he hath left none of 
these in suspense or undetermined. For there 
are two ways of coming at any sort of learning, 
and a moral conduct of life; the one is by in¬ 
struction in words, the other by practical exer¬ 
cises. Now other lawgivers have separated these 
two ways in their opinions, and choosing one of 
those ways of instruction, or that which best 
pleased every one of them, neglected the other. 
Thus did the Lacedemonians and the Cretians 
teach by practical exercises, but not by words; 

* Thiscxpression itself, to 7rox*- 

Tiu/**,That Moses ordained the Jeioisk government to 
be a theocracy , may be Ulust-ralcd by that parallel expres¬ 
sion in the Antiquities, b. iii. cli. viii.sect. 9, that “ Mo¬ 
ses left it to God, lo he present at his Baerifiecs when he 
pleased, nod when he pleased lobe absent.” Both ways 
of speaking sound harsh in the earsnf the Jews and 
Christians, ns do several others whirl) Josephus uses to 
the heathen; hut still they were noL very improper in 
him, when he nil along thought fit tonrrommodate him¬ 
self,both In his Antiquities and in these his hooks against 
Apion,al) written for the uscofthc Greeks and Homans, 
to their notions nnd language, and this as far ns ever 
truth would give him leave. Though it he very observa¬ 
ble withal, that he never uses sueh expressions in his 
books Of the War, written originally for the Jews be¬ 
yond Euphrates, nnd in their language. In oil these ca¬ 
ses, however, Josephus directly supposes the Jewish 
settlement tinder Moses to he a divine settlement, and, 
indeed, no other thnn a real theocracy. 

t Theseexcellent accounts ofthe divine attributes, and 
that God Isnoi to boat all known in his essence, as also 
some other clear expressions about the resurrection of 


while the Athenians, and almost all the other 
Grecians, made laws about what was to be done 
or left undone, but had no regard to the exer¬ 
cising them thereto in practice. 

18. But for our legislator, he very carefully 
joined these two methods of instruction toge¬ 
ther: for he neither left these practical exercises 
togo on without verbal instruction, nor did he 
permit the hearing of the law to proceed without 
the exercises for practice, but beginning imme¬ 
diately from the earliest infancy, and the appoint¬ 
ment of every one’s diet, he left nothing of the 

very smallest consequence to be done at the plea¬ 
sure and disposal of the person himself; accord* 
ingly he made a fixed rule of law what sorts of 
food they should abstain from, and what sorts 
they should make use of; as also what commu¬ 
nion they should have with others; what great 
diligence they should use in their occupations, 
and what times of rest should be interposed; 
that, by living under that law as under a father 
and a master, we might be guilty of no sin, nei¬ 
ther voluntary nor out of ignorance; for he did 
not sufferthe guilt of ignorance to go on without 
punishment, but demonstrated the law to be the 
best, and the most necessary instruction of all 
others, permitting the people to leave off theii 
other employments, ana to assemble together for 
hearing of the law, and learning it exactly, and 
this not once or twice, or oftener, but every 
week; which thing all other legislators seem to 
have neglected. 

19. And indeed the greatest part of mankind 
are so far from living according to their own 
laws, that they hardly know them; but when 
they have sinned, they learn from others that 
they have transgressed the law. Those also who 
are in the highest and principal posts of the go¬ 
vernment confess they are not acquainted with 
those laws, and are obliged to take such persons 
for their assessors in public administrations as 
profess to have skill in those laws: but for our 
people, if any body do but ask any one of them 
about our laws, he will more readily tell them all 
than he will tell his own name, and this in con¬ 
sequence of our having learned them immediate¬ 
ly as soon as ever we became sensible of any 
thing, and of our having them as it were engra¬ 
ven on our souls. Our transgressors of them are 
but few, and it is impossible, when any do offend, 
to escape punishment. 

20. And this very thing it is that principally 
creates such a wonderful agreement of minds 
amongst us all; for this entire agreement of ours 
in all our notions concerning God, and our having 
no difference in our course of life and manners, 
procures among us the most excellent concord 
of these our manners that is any where among 
mankind; for no other people but we Jews have 
avoided all discourses about God that any way 
contradict one another, which yet are frequent 
among other nations; and this is true not only 
nmong ordinary persons, according as every one 

the dead, nnd the state of departed souls, &e.in this late 
work of Josephus, look more like the exalted notions of 
Essenes, or, rather, Ebionite Christians, than of a mere 
Jew or Pharisee. The following large accounts also of 
the laws of Moses, scon to me to show a regard to the 
higher interpretations and improvements of Moses’s 
taws, derived from Jesus Christ, rather than to the bare 
letter of them in the Old Testament, whence alone Jose¬ 
phus took them when he wrote his Antiquities: nor as I 
think, can some of these taws, though generally excel¬ 
lent in their kind, be properly now found cither in the 
copies of the Jewish I’cntatcurh, or in Philo, or in Jose¬ 
phus himself before he became aiS’azarcnc or Ebionite 
Christian, nor even all of them among the laws of Catho¬ 
lic Christianity themselves. I desire, therefore, the 
learned reader to consider, whether some of these im¬ 
provements or interpretations might not he peculiar to 
the Essenes, among the Jews, or, rather, to the Naza- 
rencs or Ebionitcs among the Christiana; though we 
have, indeed,but imperfect accounts of those Nazarencs 
or Ebionite Christians transmitted down to us at this 
day. 
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is affected, but some of the philosophers have been 
insolent enough to indulge such contradictions, 
while some of them have undertaken to use such 
words as entirely take away the nature of God, 
as others of them have taken away his provi¬ 
dence over mankind. Nor can any one perceive 
amongst us any difference in the conduct of our 
lives, but all our works are common to us all. 
We have one sort of discourse concerning God, 
which is comformable to our law, and affirms that 
he sees all things; as also we have but one way 
of speaking concerning the conduct of our lives, 
that all otherthings ought to have piety for their 
end; and this any body may hear from our wo¬ 
men and servants themselves. 

21. And indeed, hence hath arisen that accu¬ 
sation which some make against us, that we have 
not produced men that have been the inventors 
of new operations, or of new ways of speaking; 
for others think it a fine thing to persevere m 
nothing that has been delivered down from their 
forefathers, and these testify it to bean instance 
of the sharpest wisdom when these men venture 
to transgress those traditions; whereas we, on 
the contrary, suppose it to be our only wisdom 
and virtue to admit no actions nor supposals that 
are contrary to our original laws; which proce¬ 
dure of ours is a just and sure sign that our law 
is admirably constituted; for such laws as are 
not thus well made are convicted upon trial to 
want amendment. 

22. But while we are ourselves persuaded that 
our law was made agreeably to the will of God, 
it would be impious for us not to observe the 
same; for what is there in it that any body would 
change'? and what can be invented that is better? 
or wnat can we take out of other people’s laws 
that will exceed it? Perhaps some would have 
the entire settlement of our government altered. 
And where shall we find a better or more right¬ 
eous constitution than ours? while this makes us 
esteem God to be the governor of the universe, 
and permits the priests in general to be the ad¬ 
ministrators of the principal affairs, and withal 
intrusts the government over the other priests 
to the chief high priest himself; which priests 
our legislator, at their first appointment, did not 
advance to that dignity for their riches, or any 
abundance of other possessions, or any plenty 
they had, as the gifts of fortune: but he intrust¬ 
ed the principal management of divine worship 
to those that exceeded others in an ability to per¬ 
suade men, and in prudence of conduct. These 
men had the main care of the law and of the 
other parts of the people’s conduct committed to 
them; for they were the priests who were ordain¬ 
ed to be the spectators of all, and the judges in 
doubtful cases, and the punishers of those that 
were condemned to suffer punishment. 

23. What form of government then can be more 
holy than this? what more worthy kind of wor¬ 
ship can be paid to God than we pay, where the 
entire body of the people are prepared for reli¬ 
gion, where an extraordinary degree of care is 
required in the priest, and where the whole po¬ 
lity is so ordered as if it were a certain religious 
solemnity? For what things foreigners, when 
they solemnize such festivals, are not able to ob¬ 
serve for a few days’ time, and call them myste¬ 
ries and sacred ceremonies, we observe with 
great pleasure and an unshaken resolution during 
our whole lives. What are the things then that 
we are commanded or forbidden? They are sim¬ 
ply and easily known. The first command is con¬ 
cerning God, and affirms that God contains all 

* We may here observe how known a thing it was 
among the Jews and heathens, in this and many Qther 
instances, that sacrifices were still accompanied with 
prayers; whence most probably came those phrases of 
the sacrifice of prayer , the sacrifice of praise , the sacri¬ 
fice of thanksgiving. However, those ancient forms 
used at sacrifices are now generally lost, to the no small 
damage of true religion. It is here also exceeding re- 
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things, and is a being every way perfect and hap¬ 
py, self-sufficient, and supplying all other beings, 
the beginning, the midtile, and the end of all 
things. He is manifest in hi9 works and benefits, 
and more conspicuous than any other being 
whatsoever; but as to his form and magnitude, 
he is most obscure. All materials, let them be 
ever so costly, are unworthy to compose an 
image for him, and all arts are unartful to ex¬ 
press the notion we ought to have of him. We 
can neither see nor think of any thing like him, 
nor is it agreeable to piety to form a resemblance 
of him. We see his works, the light, the heaven, 
the earth, the sun and the moon, the waters, tn« 
generations of animals, the productions of fruits. 
These things hath God made, not with hands, not 
with labour, nor as wanting the assistance of any 
to co-operate with him: but as his will resolved 
they should be made, and be good also, they 
were made, and became good immediately. All 
men ought to follow this being, and to worship 
him in the exercise of virtue; for this way of wor¬ 
ship of God is the most holy of all others. 

24. There ought also to be but one temple for 
one God; for likeness is the constant foundation 
of agreement. This temple aught to be common 
to all men, because he is the common God of all 
men. His priests are to be continually about his 
worship, over whom he that is the first by his 
birth is to be their ruler perpetually. His busi¬ 
ness must be to offer sacrifices to God, together 
with those priests that are joined with him, to see 
that the daws be observed, to determine contro¬ 
versies, and to punish those that are convicted 
of injustice; while he that does not submit to him 
shall be subject to the same punishment as if he 
had been guilty of impiety towards God himself. 
When we offer sacrifices to him, we do it not in 
order to surfeit ourselves or be drunken; for such 
excesses are against the will of God, and would 
he an occasion of injuries and of luxury; but by 
keepingourselves sober, orderly, and ready for 
our other occupations, and being more temperate 
than others. And for our duty at the sacrifices 
themselves, we ought, in the first place, to pray* 
for the common welfare of all, and after that our 
own: for we are made for fellowship one with 
another, and he who prefers the common good 
before what is peculiar to himself, is above all 
acceptable to God. And let our prayers and sup¬ 
plications be made humbly to Goa, not [so much] 
that he w’ould give us what is good, (for he hath 
already given that of his own accord, and hath 
proposed the same publicly to all,) as that we 
may duly receive it, and when we have received 
it, may preserve it. Now the law has appointed 
several purifications at our sacrifices, w-hereby 
w'e are cleansed after a funeral, after what some¬ 
times happens to us in bed, and after accompany¬ 
ing with our wives, and upon many other occa¬ 
sions which it would be too longnow tostt down. 
And inis is our doctrine concerning God and his 
worship, and is the same that the law r appoints 
for our practice. 

25. But then, what are our laws about mar¬ 
riage? That law owns no other mixture of sexes 
but that which nature hath appointed, of a man 
with his wife, and that this be used only for the 
procreation of children. But it abhors the mix¬ 
ture of a male with a male; and if any one do 
that, death is his punishment. It commands us 
also, w hen we marry, not to have regard to por¬ 
tion, nor to take a woman by violence, nor to per¬ 
suade her deceitfully and knavishlv, but to de¬ 
mand her in marriage of him w ho bath pow*er to 

markable, that although the temple of Jerusalem was 
built as ihe ouly place where ihe whole naiion of the 
Jews w ere to offer iheir sacrifices, yet is there no men¬ 
tion of the sacrifices themselves, but of prayers only, in 
Solomon’s long and famous form of devotion at its dedi¬ 
cation; 1 Kings viii.; 0 Cliron. vi. See also many passa¬ 
ges cited in the Apostolical Constitutions, vii. 37, and of 
tho War above, b. vii. ch. v. sect. 6. 
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dispose of her, and is fit to give her away by the 
nearness of his kindred: for (says the scripture) 
“A woman is inferior to her husband in all 
things.”* Let her, therefore, be obedient to him ; 
not so that he should abuse her, but that she 
may acknowledge her duty to her husband; for 
God hath given the authority to the husband. A 
husband, therefore, is to lie only with his wife 
whom he hath married; but to have to do with 
another man’s wife is a wicked thing, which, if 
any one ventures upon, death is inevitably his 
punishment: no more can he avoid the same 
who forces a virgin betrothed to another man, or 
entices another man’s wife. The law, moreover, 
enjoins us to bring up all our offspring, and for¬ 
bids women to cause abortion of what is begot¬ 
ten, or to destroy it afterward; and if any woman 
appears to have so done, she will be a murderer 
of ner child, by destroying a living creature, and 
diminishing human kind; if any one, therefore, 
proceeds to such fornication or murder, he can¬ 
not be clean. Moreover, the law enjoins, that 
after the man and wife have lain together in a 
regular way, they shall bathe themselves; for 
there is a defilement contracted thereby, both in 
soul and body, as if they had gone into another 
country; for indeed the soul, by being united to 
the body, is subject to miseries, and is not freed 
therefrom again but by death, on which account 
the law requires this purification to be entirely 
performed. 

26. Nay, indeed, the law does not permit us to 
make festivals at the births of our children, and 
thereby afford occasion of drinking to excess; 
but it ordains, that the very beginning of our 
education should be immediately directed to so¬ 
briety. It also commands us to bring those chil¬ 
dren up in learning, and to exercise them in the 
laws, and make them acquainted with the acts of 
their predecessors, in order to their imitation of 
them, and that they might be nourished up in the 
laws from their infancy, and might neither trans¬ 
gress them nor have any pretence for their igno¬ 
rance of them. 

27. Our law hath also taken care of the decent 
burial of the dead, but without any extravagant 
expenses for their funerals, and without the erec¬ 
tion of any illustrious monuments for them; but 
hath ordered that their nearest relations should 

E erform their obsequies: and hath shown it to 
e regular, that all who pass by when any one is 
buried should accompany the funeral, and join 
in the lamentation. It also ordains, that the house 
and its inhabitants should be purified after the 
funeral is over, that every one may thence learn 
to keep at a great distance from the thoughts of 
being pure, if he once hath been guilty of murder. 

28. The law ordains also, that parents should 
be honored immediately after God himself; and 
delivers that son who does not requite them for 
the benefits he hath received from them, hut is de¬ 
ficient on any such occasion, to be stoned. It 
also says, that the young men should pay due 
respect to every elder, since God is the eldest of 
al 1 beings. It does not give leave to conceal any¬ 
thing from our friends, because that is not true 
friendship which will not commit all things to 
their fidelity: it also forbids the revelation of se¬ 
crets even though an enmity arise between them. 
If any judge take bribes, his punishment is 
death: he that overlooks one that offers him a 
etition, and this when he is able to relieve him, 
eis a guilty person. What is not by any one 
intrusted to another, ought not be required back 
again. No one is to touch another’s goods. lie 
that lends money must not demand usury for its 
loan. These, and many more of the like sort, 
are the rules that unite us in the bonds of society 
one with another. 

29. It will also be worth our while to see what 
equity our legislator would have us exercise in 
*Tliis text is no where in our present copies of the 
Old Testament. 


our intercourse with strangers: for it will then 
appear, that he made the best provision he possi¬ 
bly could, both that we should not dissolve our 
own constitution, nor show any envious mind to¬ 
wards those that wonld cultivate a friendship 
with us. Accordingly, our legislator admits all 
those that have a mind to observe our laws, so to 
do; and this after a friendly manner, as esteem¬ 
ing that a true union, which not only extends to 
our own stock, but to those that would live after 
the same manner with us: yet does he not allow 
those that come to us by accident only, to be ad¬ 
mitted into communion with us. 

30. However, there arc other things which our 
legislator ordained for us beforehand, which of 
necessity we ought to do in common to all men; 
as to afford fire, and water, and food, to such as 
want it; to show them the roads; nor to let any 
one lie unburied. He also would have us treat 
those that are esteemed our enemies with mode¬ 
ration; for he doth notallow us to set their coun¬ 
try on fire, nor permit us to cut down those trees 
that bear fruit: nay, further, he forbids us to 
spoil those that have been slain in war. He hath 
also provided for such as are taken captive, that 
they may not be injured, and especially that the 
women may not be abused. Indeed, be hath 
taught us gentleness and humanity so effectually, 
that he hath not despised the care of brute beasts, 
by permitting no other than a regular use of 
them, and forbidding any other; and if any of 
them come to our houses, like supplicants, we 
are forbidden to slay them; nor may we kill the 
dams, together with their young ones; but we 
are obliged, even in an enemy’s countrj', to spare 
and not kill those creatures that labor for man¬ 
kind. Thus hath our lawgiver contrived to teach 
us an equitable conduct every way, by using us 
to such laws as instruct us therein: while at the 
same time he hath ordained, that such as break 
these laws should be punished, without the al¬ 
lowance of any excuse whatsoever. 

31. Now the greatest part of offences with us 
are capital; as, if any one be guilty of adultery, 
if any one force a virgin; if any one be so im¬ 
prudent as to attempt sodomy with a male, or if, 
upon another’s making an attempt upon him, he 
submits to be so used. There is also a law for 
slaves of the like nature, that can never be avoid¬ 
ed. Moreover, if any one cheats another in 
measures or xveights, or makes a knavish bar¬ 
gain and sale, in order to cheat another; if any 
one steal what belongs to another, and takes what 
he never deposited, all these have punishments 
allotted them; not such as are met with among 
other nations, but more severe ones. And as for 
attempts of unjust behaviour towards parents, or 
for impiety against God, though they be not ac¬ 
tually accomplished, the offenders are destroyed 
immediately. However, the reward for such as 
live exactly according to the laws, is not silver nor 
gold; it is not a garland of olive branches or of 
smallage, nor any such public sign of commen¬ 
dation; but every good man hath his own con¬ 
science bearing witness to himself; and by virtue 
of our legislator’s prophetic spirit, and the firm 
security God himself affords such a one, he be¬ 
lieves that God hath made this grant to those 
that observe these laws, even though they be 
obliged readily to die for them, that they shall 
come into being again, and at a certain revolution 
of things shall receive a better life than they had 
enjoyed before. Nor would I venture to write 
thus at this time, were it not well known to all by 
their actions, that many of our people have many 
a time bravely resolved to endure any sufferings, 
rather than speak one word against our law. 

32. Nay, indeed in case it had so fallen out 
that our nation had not been so thoroughly known 
among all men as they are, and our voluntary 
submission to our laws had not been so open and 
manifest as it is, but that somebody had pretend¬ 
ed to have written these laws himself, and had 
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read them to the Greeks, or had pretended that 
he had met with men out of the limits of the 
known world, that had such reverent notions of 
God, and had continued a long time in the firm 
observance of such laws as ours, I cannot but 
suppose that all men would admire them oa a re¬ 
flection upon the frequent changes they had 
therein been themselves subject to; and this 
while those that have attempted to write some¬ 
what of the same kind for politic government, 
and for laws, are accused as composing mon¬ 
strous things, and are said to have undertaken 
an impossible task upon them. And here I will 
say nothing of those other philosophers who 
have undertaken any thing of this nature in their 
writings. But even Plato himself, who is so ad¬ 
mired by the Greeks on account of that gravity 
in his manners, and force in his words, and that 
ability he had to persuade men beyond all other 
philosophers, is little better than laughed at 
and exposed to ridicule on that account, by those 
that pretend to sagacity in political affairs; al¬ 
though he that shall diligently peruse his wri¬ 
tings, will find his precepts to be somewhat gen¬ 
tle, and pretty near to the customs of the gene¬ 
rality of mankind. Nay, Plato himself confesseth, 
that it is not safe to publish the true notion con¬ 
cerning God among the ignorant people. Yet 
do some men look upon Plato’s discourses as no 
better than certain idle words set off with great 
artifice. However, they admire Lycurgus as the 
principal lawgiver, and all men celebrate Sparta 
for having continued in the firm observance of 
his laws for a very long time. So far then we 
have gained, that it is to he confessed a mark of 
virtue to submit to laws.* But then let such as 
admire this in the Lacedemonians, compare that 
duration of theirs with more than two thousand 
years which our political government hath con¬ 
tinued ; and let them further consider, that though 
the Lacedemonians did seem to ohserve their 
laws exactly, while they enjoyed their liberty, 
yet that when they underwent a change of their 
fortune, they forgot almost all those Taws; while 
we, having been under ten thousand changes that 
happened among the kings of Asia, we have 
never betrayed our laws under the most pressing 
distresses we have been in: nor have we neglect¬ 
ed them either out of sloth or for a livelihood.! 
Nay, if any one will consider it, the difficulties 
and labors laid upon us have been greater than 
what appears to have been borne by the Lacede¬ 
monian fortitude, while they neither ploughed 
their land, nor exercised any trades, but lived in 
their own city, free from all such painstaking, in 
the enjoyment of plenty, and using such exer¬ 
cises as might improve their bodies, while they 
made use of other men as their servants for all 
the necessaries of life, and had their food pre¬ 
pared for them by the others: and these good 
and humane actions they do for no other purpose 
but this, that by their actions and their sufferings 
they may be able to conquer all those against 
whom they make war. I need not add this, that 
they have not been fully able to observe their 
laws; for, not only a few single persons, but mul¬ 
titudes of them have in heaps neglected those 
laws, and have delivered themselves, together 
with their arms, into the hands of their enemies. 

33. Now, as for ourselves, I venture to say, 
that no one can tell of so many, nay, not more 
than one or two that have betrayed our laws, no, 
not out of fear of death itself; 1 do not mean 
such an easy death as happens in battles, but 
that which comes with bodily torments, and 
seems to be the severest kind of death of all 
others. Now I think those that have conquered 

* It may not be amiss to set down here a very remarka¬ 
ble testimony of the great philosopher Cicero, as to the 
preference of laws to philosophy. “ I will,” says he, 
“ boldly declare iny opinion, though the whole world be 
offended at it. I prefer this little book of the Twelve 
Tables alone, to ail the volumes of the philosophers. I 


us have put us to such deaths, not out of their 
hatred to us when they had subdued us, but ra¬ 
ther out of their desire of seeing a surprising 
sight, which is this, whether there be such men 
in the world, who believe that no evil is to them 
so great as to be compelled to do or to speak any 
thing contrary to their own laws! Nor ought 
men to wonder at us, if we are more courageous 
in dying for our laws than all other men are; for 
other men do not easily submit to the easier 
things in which we are instituted, I mean work¬ 
ing with our hands, and eating but little, and 
being contented to eat and drink, not at random, 
or at every one’s pleasure, or being under invio 
lable rules ia lying with our wives, in magnificent 
furniture, and again in the observation of our 
times of rest; while those that can use their 
swords in war, and can put their enemies to flight 
when they attack them, cannot bear to submit to 
such laws about their way of living: whereas our 
being accustomed willingly to submit to laws in 
these instances, renders us fit to show our forti 
tude upon other occasions also. 

34. Yet do the Lysimachi.and the Molones, and 
some other writers, (unskilful sophists as they 
are,) and the deceivers of young men, reproach 
us as the vilest of mankind. Now I have no 
mind to make an inquiry into the laws of other 
nations; for the custom of our country is to keep 
our own laws, but not to bring accusations against 
the laws of others. And indeed our legislator 
hath expressly forbidden us to laugh at and re¬ 
vile those that are esteemed gods by other peo¬ 
ple,! on account of the very name of God as¬ 
cribed to them. But since our antagonists think 
to run us down upon the comparison of their re¬ 
ligion and ours, it is not possible to keep silence 
here, especially while what I shall say to confute 
these men will not be now first said, but hath 
been already said by many, and these of the 
highest reputation also: for who is there among 
those that nave been admired among the Greeks 
for wisdom, who hath not greatly blamed both 
the most famous poets, and most celebrated le¬ 
gislators, for spreading such notions originally 
among the body of the people concerning the 
gods? such as these; that they maybe allowed 
to be as numerous as they have a mind to have 
them; that they are begotten one by another, 
and that after all the kinds of generation you can 
imagine. They also distinguish them in their 
places and ways of living, as they would distin¬ 
guish several sorts of animals: as some to be 
under the earth; as some to be in the sea; and 
the ancientest of them all to be bound in hell: 
and for those to whom they have allotted heaven, 
they have set over them one who in title is their 
father, but in his actions a tyrant and a lord; 
whence it came to pass that his wife, and bro¬ 
ther, and daughter, (which daughter he brought 
forth from his own head,) made a conspiracy 
against him to seize upon him and confine him, 
as he had himself seized upon and confined his 
own father before. 

35. And justly have the wisest men thought 
those notions deserved severe rebukes; they also 
laugh at them for determining that we ought to 
believe some of the gods to be beardless and 

oung, and others of them to be old, and to have 

earns accordingly; that some are set to trades; 
that one god is a smith, and another goddess is a 
weaver; that one god is a warrior ancf fights with 
men; that some of them are harpers, or delight in 
archery; and besides, that mutual seditions arisa 
among them, and that they quarrel about men, 
and this so far, that they not only lay hands upon 
one another, but that they are wounded by men, 

find it to be not only of more weight, but also much mor* 
useful.” De Oratore. 

f Or, we have observed our times of rest and sorts *f 
food allowed us [during those distresses.] 

t See Antiq. b. iv. ch. xiti. sect. 10, ana its note. 
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and lament and mourn for such their afflictions. 
But what is the grossest of all in point of lasci¬ 
viousness, are those unbounded lusts ascribed to 
almost all of them, and their amours; which how 
can it be other than a most absurd supposal, es¬ 
pecially when it reaches to the male gods, and to 
the female goddesses also? Moreover, the chief 
of all their gods, and their first father himself, 
overlooks those goddesses whom he hath delud¬ 
ed and begotten with child, and suffers them to 
be kept in prison, or drowned in the sea. He 
is also so bound up by fate, that he cannot save 
his own offspring, nor can he bear their deaths 
without shedding of tears. These are fine things 
indeed! as are the rest that follow. Adulteries, 
truly, are so impudently looked on in heaven by 
the gods, that some of them have confessed they 
envied those that were found in the very act. 
And why should they not do so, when the eldest 
of them, who is their king also, hath not been 
able to restrain himself in the violence of his 
lust, from lying with his wife so long as they 
might get into their bedchamber! Now some of 
the gods are servants to men, and will sometimes 
be builders for a reward, and sometimes will be 
shepherds; while others of them, like malefac¬ 
tors, are bound in a prison of brass. And what 
sober persons are there who would not be pro¬ 
voked at such stories, and rebuke those that 
forged them, and condemn the great silliness of 
those jthat admit them for true? Nay, others 
there are that have advanced a certain timorous¬ 
ness and fear, as also madness and fraud, and any 
other of the vilest passions, into the nature and 
form of gods, and have persuaded whole cities 
to offer sacrifices to the better sort of them; on 
which account they have been absolutely forced 
to esteem some gods as the givers of good things, 
and to call others of them averters of evil. They 
also endeavor to move them as they would the 
vilest of men, by gifts and presents, as looking for 
nothing else than to receive some great mischief 
from them unless they pay them such wages. 

36. Wherefore it deserves our inquiry, what 
should be the occasion of this unjust manage¬ 
ment, and of these scandals about the Deity? 
And truly I suppose it to be derived from the im- 
erfect knowledge the heathen legislators had at 
rst of the true nature of God; nor did they ex¬ 
plain to the people even so far as they did com¬ 
prehend of it, nor did they compose the other part 
of their political settlements according to it, but 
omitted it as a thing of very little consequence, 
and gave leave both to the poets to introduce 
what gods they pleased, and those subject to all 
sorts of passions, and to the orators to procure 
political decrees from the people for the admis¬ 
sion of such foreign gods as they thought proper. 
The painters also, and statuaries of Greece, had 
herein great power, as each of them could con¬ 
trive a shape [proper for a God;] the one to be 
formed out of clay, and the other by making the 
bare picture of such a one. But those workmen 
that were principally admired, had the use of 
ivory and of gold as the constant materials for 
their new statues: [whereby it comes to pass 
that some temples are quite deserted, while otners 
are in great esteem, and adorned with all the rites 
of all kinds of purification.] Besides this, the 
first gods, who have long flourished in the ho¬ 
nors done them, are now grown old, [while 
those that nourished after them are come in their 
room as a second rank, that I may speak the 
most honorably of them that I can:] nay, cer¬ 
tain other gods there are, who are newly intro¬ 
duced and newly worshipped, [as we, by way of 
digression, have said already, and yet nave left 
their place of worship desolate:] and for their 
temples, some of them are already left desolate, 
and others are built anew, according to the plea- 

* See wlmt these novel oaths were in Dr. Hudson’s 
note, n't. To swear by an oak , by a goat , and by a 
dog , as also by a gander, as says Philostratus and 


sure of men; whereas, they ought to have pre¬ 
served their opinion about God, and that worship 
which is due to hint, always and immutably the 
same. 

37. But now this Appollonius Molo was one of 
these foolish and proud men. However, nothing 
that I have said was unknown to those that were 
real philosophers among the Greeks, nor were 
they unacquainted with those frigid pretences 
of allegories, [which had been alleged for such 
things;] on which account they justly despised 
them, but have still agreed with us a9 to the true 
and becoming notions of God: whence it was 
that Plato would not have political settlements 
admit of any one of the other poets, and dismiss¬ 
es even Homer himself with a garland on his 
head, and with ointment poured upon him, and this 
because he should not destroy tne right notions 
of God with his fables. Nay, Plato principally 
imitated our legislator in this point, tnat he en¬ 
joined his citizens to have the main regard to this 
precept, that every one of them should learn 
their laws accurately. He also ordained that 
they should not admit of foreigners intermixing 
with their own people at random; and provided 
that the commonwealth should keep itself pure, 
and consist of such only as persevered in their 
own laws. Appollonius Molo did no way con¬ 
sider this, when he made it one branch of his ac¬ 
cusation against us, that we do not admit of such 
as have different notions about God, nor will we 
have fellowship with those that choose to observe 
a way of living different from ourselves; yet is 
not this method peculiar to us, but common to all 
other men; not among the ordinary Grecians 
only, but among such of those Grecians as are of 
the greatest reputation amon^ them. Moreover, 
the Lacedemonians continued in their way of ex¬ 
pelling foreigners, and would not, indeed, give 
leave to their own people to travel abroad, as 
snspecting that those two things would introduce 
a dissolution of their own laws: and perhaps 
there may be some reason to blame the rigid se¬ 
verity of the Lacedemonians, for they bestowed 
the privilege of their city on no foreigners, nor 
indeed would give leave to them to stay among 
them; whereas we, though we do not think fit 
to imitate other institutions, yet do we willingly 
admit of those that desire to partake of ours, 
which I think I may reckon to be a plain indica¬ 
tion of our humanity, and at the same time of 
our magnanimity also. 

38. But I shall say no more of the Lacedemo¬ 
nians. As for the Athenians, who glory in having 
made their city to be common to all men, what their 
behavior was, Appollonius did not know, while 
they punished those that did but speak one word 
contrary to their laws about the gods, without any 
mercy; for on what other account was it that 
Socrates was put to death by them? For certainly 
he neither betrayed their city to its enemies, nor 
was he guilty of any sacrilege with regard to any 
of their temples; but it was on this account, that 
he swore certain new oaths,* and that he affirm¬ 
ed either in earnest, or, as some say, only in jest, 
that a certain demon used to make signs to him 
[what he should not do.] for these reasons he 
was condemned to drink poison, and kill himself. 
His accuser also complained, that he corrupted 
the young men, by inducing them to despise the 
political settlement and laws of their city; and 
thus was Socrates, the citizen of Athens, pun¬ 
ished. There was also Anaxagorua, who, al¬ 
though he was of Clazomena?, was within a few 
suffrngts of being condemned to die, because he 
said the sun, which the Athenians thought to be 
n god, was a ball of fire. They also made this 
public proclamation, that they would give a ta¬ 
lent to any one that would kill Diagorus of Melos, 
because it was reported of him that he laughed 

olliers. This swearing strange oaths was nlso forbid¬ 
den by the Ty-ians, b. i. sect. 22, as Spanlieim her* 
notes. 
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at their mysteries. Protagoras also, who was 
thought to have written somewhat that was not 
owned for truth by the Athenians, about the gods, 
had been seised upon and put to death, if he 
had not fled immediately away. Nor need we at 
all wonder that they thus treated such considera¬ 
ble men, when they did not spare even women 
also ; for they very lately slew a certain priest¬ 
ess, because she was accused by somebody that 
she initiated people into the worship of strange 
gods, it having been forbidden so to do by one of 
their laws; and a capital punishment had been 
decreed to such as introduced a strange god; it 
being manifest, that they who make use of such 
a law, do not believe those of other nations to be 
really gods, otherwise they had not envied them¬ 
selves the advantage of more gods than they al¬ 
ready had. And this was the happy administra¬ 
tion of the affairs of the Athenians! Now, as to 
the Scythians, they take a pleasure in killing 
men, and differ little from brute beasts; yet do 
they think it reasonable to have their institutions 
observed. They also slew Anacharsis, a person 
greatly admired for his wisdom among the 
Greeks, when he returned to them, because he 
appeared to come fraught with Grecian customs; 
one may also find many to have been punished 
among the Persians on the very same account. 
And to be sure Apollonius was greatly pleased 
with the laws of tne Persians, and was an ad¬ 
mirer of them, because the Greeks enjoyed the 
advantage of their courage, and had tne very 
same opinions about the gods which they had! 
This last was exemplified in the temples which 
they burnt, and their courage in coming and al¬ 
most entirely enslaving the Grecians. However, 
Apollonius has imitated all the Persian institu¬ 
tions, and that by his offering violence to other 
men’s wives, and castrating his own sons. Now, 
with us it is a capital crime, if any one does thus 
abuse even a brute beast: and as for us, neither 
hath the fear of our governors, nor a desire of fol¬ 
lowing what other nations have in so great esteem, 
been able to withdraw us from our own laws; nor 
have we exerted our courage in raising up wars 
to increase our wealth, but only for the observa¬ 
tion of our laws: and when we with patience 
bear other losses, yet when any persons would 
compel us to break our laws, tnen it is that we 
choose to go to w ar, though it be beyond our abi¬ 
lity to pursue it, and bear the greatest calami¬ 
ties to the last with much fortitude. And, indeed, 
what reason can there be why we should desire 
to imitate the laws of other nations, while we see 
they are not observed by their own legislators? 
And why do not the Lacedemonians think of abo¬ 
lishing that form of their government which suf¬ 
fers them not to associate with any others, as 
well as their contempt of matrimony ? And why 
do not the Eleansand Thebans abolish that un¬ 
natural and impudent lust, which makes them lie 
with males? For they will not show a sufficient 
Fign of their repentance of what they of old 
thought to be very excellent, and very advanta¬ 
geous in their practices, unless they entirely 
avoid all such actions for the time to come: nay, 
such things are still inserted into the body oftheir 
laws, and had once such a power among the 
Greeks, that they ascribed these Sodomitical 
practices to the gods themselves as a part of 
their good character; and, indeed, it was accord¬ 
ing to the same manner that the gods married 
their own sisters. This the Greeks contrived as 
an apology for their ow n absurd and unnatural 
pleasures. 

39. I omit to speak concerning punishments, 
and how many ways of escaping them the great- 

* Why Josephus here should blame some heathen le¬ 
gislators when they allow ed so easy a composition for 
simple fornication, as an obligation to marry the virgin 
that was corrupted, is hard to say, seeing lie had himself 
truly informed us that it was a law of the Jews, Antiq. 
b. iv. ch. viii. sect. 23, as it is the law of Christianity also; 
see Horeb Covenant, page 61. I am almost ready to sus- 


est part of the legislators have afforded malefac¬ 
tors, by ordaining that for adulteries fines in mo¬ 
ney should be allowed, and for corrupting [vir¬ 
gins]* they need only marry them:f as also, what 
excuses they may have in denying the facts, if any 
one attempts to inquire into them: for amongst 
other nations it is a studied art, how men may 
transgress their laws. Hut no such thing is per¬ 
mitted amongst us; for though we be deprived 
of our wealth, of our cities, or of the other ad¬ 
vantages we have, our law continues immortal; 
nor can any Jew go so far from his own country, 
nor be so aff righted at the severest lord, as not to 
be more affrighted at the law than at him. If, 
therefore, this be the disposition we are under, 
with regard to the excellency of our laws, let our 
enemies make us this concession, that our laws 
are most excellent; and if still they imagine, that 
though we so firmly adhere to them, yet are they 
bad laws notwithstanding, what penalties then 
do they deserve to undergo, who do not observe 
their own laws, which they esteem so far supe¬ 
rior to them? Whereas, therefore, length of 
time is esteemed to be the truest touchstone in 
all cases, I would make that a testimonial of the 
excellency of our laws, and of that belief thereby 
delivered to us concerning God. For as there 
hath been a very long time for this comparison, 
if any one w ill but compare its duration with the 
duration of the laws made by other legislators, he 
will find our legislator to have been the ancientest 
of them all. 

40. We have already demonstrated that our 
laws have been such as have always inspired ad¬ 
miration and imitation in all other men ; nay, the 
earliest Grecian philosophers, though in appear¬ 
ance they observed the laws of their own coun¬ 
tries, yet did they, in their actions and their phi¬ 
losophical doctrines, follow our legislator, and 
instructed men to live sparingly, and to have 
friendly communication one witn another. Nay, 
further, the multitude of mankind itself have had 
a great inclination of a longtime to follow our 
religious observances; for there is not any city 
of the Grecians, nor any of the barbarians, nor 
any nation whatsoever, whither our custom of 
resting on the seventh day hath not come, and 
by which our fasts, and lighting up lamps, and 
many of our prohibitions as to our food, are not 
observed; they also endeavor to imitate our 
mutual concord with one another, and the chari¬ 
table distribution of our goods, and our diligence 
in our trades, and our tortitude in undergoing 
the distresses we are in, on account of our laws; 
and what is here matter of the greatest admira¬ 
tion, our law hath no bait of pleasure to allure 
men to it, but it prevails by its own force; and as 
God himself pervades all the world, so hath our 
law passed through all the world also. So that 
if anyone will but reflect on his own country, 
and his own family, he will have reason to give 
credit to what I say. It is therefore but just, 
either to condemn all mankind of indulging a 
wicked disposition, when they have been so de¬ 
sirous of imitating laws that are to them foreign 
and evil in themselves, rather than following 
laws of their own that arc of a better character, 
or else our accusers must leave oil their spite 
against us. Nor are we guilty of any envious 
behavior towards them, when wc honor our 
own legislator, and believe what he, by his pro- 
>hetie authority, hath taught us concerning God. 
'or though we should not be able ourselves to 
understand the excellency of our own laws, yet 
would the great multitude of those who desire to 
imitate them, justify us in greatly valuing our¬ 
selves upon them. 

pert that for we should here read > ».u*v, and 

that corruptin': wedlock, or other men’s wives, i9 the 
crime for which these heathens wickedly allowed this 
composition in money. 

t Or for corrupting other men’s wives the same allow¬ 
ance. 
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41. But as for the [distinct] political laws by 
which we are governed, I have delivered them 
accurately in my books of Antiquities; and have 
only mentioned them now, so far as was neces¬ 
sary to my present purpose; without proposing 
to myself either to blame the laws of other na¬ 
tions, or to make an encomium upon our own; 
but in order to convict those that have written 
about us unjustly, and in an impudent affectation 
of disguising the truth. And now I think I have 
sufficiently completed what I proposed in writing 
these books. For whereas our accusers have 
pretended, that our nation are a people of a very 
ate original, I have demonstrated that they are 

exceeding ancient; for I have produced as wit¬ 
nesses thereto many ancient writers, who have 
made mention of us in their books, while they 
said no such writer had so done. Moreover, they 
had said, that we were sprung from the Egyp¬ 
tians, while I have proved that we came from 
another country into Egypt; while they had told 
lies of us, as it we were expelled thence on ac¬ 
count of diseases on our bodies, it has appeared 
on the contrary that we returned to our country 
by our own choice, and with sound and strong 
bodies. Those accusers reproached our legislator 
as a vile fellow: whereas God in old time bore 
witness to his virtuous conduct; and since that 
testimony of God, time itself hath been discovered 
to have borne witness to the same thing. 

42. As to the laws themselves, more words are 
unnecessary, for they are visible in their own na¬ 
ture, and appear to teach not impiety, but the 
truest piety in the world. They do not make 
men hate one another, but encourage people to 
communicate what they have one to another 
freely; they are enemies to injustice, they take 
care of righteousness, they banish idleness and 


expensive living, and instruct men to be content 
with what they have, and to be laborious in their 
callings: they forbid men to make war from a de¬ 
sire ol getting more, but make men courageous 
in defending the laws: they are inexorable in 
punishing malefactors: they admit no sophistry 
of words, but are always established by actions 
themselves, which actions we ever propose as 
surer demonstrations than what is contained in 
writing only; on which account I am so bold as 
to say, that we are become the teachers of other 
men in the greatest number of things, and those 
of the most excellent nature only,—for what is 
more excellent than inviolable piety? what is 
more just than submission to laws? and what is 
more advantageous than mutual love and con¬ 
cord? And this so far that we are to be neither 
divided by calamities, nor to become injurious 
and seditious in prosperity; but to contemn death 
when we are in war, and in peace to apply our¬ 
selves to our mechanical occupations, or to our 
tillage of the ground; while we in all things and 
all ways are satisfied that God is the inspector 
and governor of our actions. If these precepts 
had either been written at first, or more exactly 
kept by any others before us, we should have 
owed them thanks as disciples owe to their mas¬ 
ters: but if it be visible that we have made use 
of them, more than any other men, and if we 
have demonstrated, that the original invention of 
them is our own, let the Apions, and the lMolons, 
with all the rest of those that delight in lies and 
reproaches, stand confuted; but let this and the 
foregoing book be dedicated to thee, Epaphrodi- 
tus, who art so great a lover of truth, and by thy 
means to those that have been in like manner de¬ 
sirous to be acquainted with the affairs of our 
nation. 


AN EXTRACT OUT OF JOSEPHUS’S DISCOURSE TO THE GREEKS 

CONCERNING HADES. 


§ 1. Now as to Hades, wherein the souls of 
the righteous and unrighteous are detained, it is 
necessary to speak of it. Hades is a place in 
the world not regularly finished ; a subterraneous 
region, wherein the light of this world does not 
shine; from which circumstance, that in this re¬ 
gion the light does not shine, it cannot be but 
there must be in it perpetual darkness. This re¬ 
gion is allotted as a place of custody for souls, in 
which angels are appointed as guardians to them, 
who distribute to them temporary punishments, 
agreeable to every one’s behavior and manners. 

2. In this region there is a certain place set 
apart, as a lake of unquenchable fire, whereinto 
we suppose no one hath hitherto been cast, but 
it is prepared for a day afore-determined by God, 
in which one righteous sentence shall deservedly 
be passed upon all men; when the unjust, and 
those that nave been disobedient to God, mid 
have given honor to such idols as have been the 
vain operations of the hands of men, ns to God 
himself, shall be ndjudged to this everlasting 
punishment, as having been the causes of defile¬ 
ment; while the just shall obtain an incorruptible 
and never-failing kingdom. These are now in¬ 
deed confined in Hades, but not in the same place 
wherein the unjust are confined. 

3. For there is one descent in this region, nt 
whose gate we believe there stands an archangel 
with a host; which gale when those pass through 
that are conducted down by the angels appointed 
over souls, they do not go the same way, but the 
just are guided to the right hand , and are led 
with hymns, sung by the angels appointed over 
that place, unto a region of light, in which the 
just have dwelt from the beginning of the world; 
not constrained by necessity, but ever enjoying 
the prospect of the good things they see, and re¬ 


joicing in the expectation of those new enjoy¬ 
ments which will be peculiar to every one of them, 
and esteeming those things beyond what we have 
here; with whom there is no place of toil; no 
burning heat, no piercing cold; nor are any 
briers there; but the countenance of the fathers 
and of the just, which they see always, smiles 
upon them, while they wait for the rest and 
eternal new life in heaven, which is to succeed 
this region. This place we call the bosom of 
Abraham. 

4. But as to the unjust, they are dragged by 
force to the left hand by the angels allotted for 

E unislunent, no longer going with a good will, 
ut as prisoners driven by violence; to whom are 
sent the angels appointed over them to reproach 
them, and threaten them with their terrible 
looks, and to thrust them still downwards. Now 
these angels that are set over these souls drag 
them into the neighborhood of hell itself; who 
when they are hard by it, continually heiir the 
noise of it, and do not stand clear of the hot va¬ 
por itself; but when they have a near view of 
this spectacle, as of a terrible and exceeding 
great prospect of fire, they arc struck with a 
fearful expectation of a future judgment, and in 
effect punished thereby; not only so, but where 
they see the place [or choir] of the fathers and 
of the just, even hereby are they punished; for 
a chaos deep and large is fixed between them; 
insomuch that a just man that hath compassion 
upon them cannot be admitted, nor can one that 
is unjust, if he were bold enough to attempt it, 
pass over it. 

5. This is the discourse concerning Hades, 
wherein the souls of all men are confined uDtil a 

{ iroper season which God hath determined, when 
le will make a resurrection of all men from th« 
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lead; not procuring a transmigration of souls 
from one body to another, but raising again those 
very bodies, which you Greeks, seeing to be dis¬ 
solved, do not believe [their resurrection.] But 
learn not to disbelieve: for while )ou believe 
that the soul is created, and yet is made immor¬ 
tal by God, according to the doctrine of Plato, 
and this in time, be not incredulous, but believe 
that God is able, when he hath raised to life that 
body which was made as a compound of the same 
elements, to make it immortal: for it must never 
be said of God, that he is able to do some things 
and unable to do others. We have therefore be¬ 
lieved that the body will be raised again, for al¬ 
though it be dissolved, it is not perished; for the 
earth receives its remains, and preserves them; 
and while they are like seed, and are mixed 
among the more fruitful soil, they flourish, and 
what is sown is indeed sown bare grain, but at 
the mighty sound of God the Creator, it will 
sprout up, and be raised in a clothed and glorious 
condition, though not before it ha3 been dissolved, 
and mixed [with the earth.] So that we have 
not rashly believed the resurrection of the body; 
for although it be dissolved fora time on account 
of the original transgression, it exists still, and is 
cast into the earth, as into a potter’s furnace, in 
order to be formed again, not in order to rise 
again such as it was before, but in a state of pu¬ 
rity, and so as never to be destroyed any more. 
And to every body shall its own soul be restored. 
And when it hath clothed itself with that body, it 
will not be subject to misery, but being itself 
Dure, it will continue with its pure body, and re¬ 
joice with it, with which it having walked righ¬ 
teously now in this world, and never having it as 
a snare, it will receive it again with great glad¬ 
ness. But as for the unjust, they will receive 
their bodies not changed, not freed from diseases 
or distempers, nor made glorious but with the 
same diseases wherein they died; and such as 
they were in unbelief, the same shall they be 
when they shall be faithfully judged. 

6. For all men, the just as well as the unjust, 
shall be brought before God the Word; for to 
him hath the Father committed all judgment, 
and he, in order to fulfill the will of his Father, 
shall come as judge, ivhom we call Christ. For 
Minos and Rhadamanthus are not the judges, as 
you Greeks do suppose, but he whom God and 
the Father hath glorified, CONCERNING WHOM we 
HAVE ELSEWHERE GIVEN A MORE PARTICULAR AC¬ 
COUNT,FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER 
TRUTH. This person, exercising the righteous 
judgment of the Father towards all men, hath 
prepared a just sentence for every one, accord¬ 
ing to his works; at whose judgment-seat, when 
all men, and angels, and demons shall stand, they 
will send forth one voice, and say, just is thV 
judgment; the rejoinder to which will bring a 
just sentence upon both parties, by giving justly 
to those who have done well, an everlasting 
fruition; but allotting to the lovers of wicked 
works eternal punishment. To these belong the 
unquenchable and that without end, and a 
certain fiery worm never clving, and not destroy¬ 
ing the body, but continuing its eruption out of 
the body with never-ceasing grief: neither will 
sleep give ease to these men, nor will the night 
afford them comfort; death will not free them 
from their punishment, nor will the interceding 
prayers of tneir kindred profit them; for the just 
are no longer seen by them, nor are they thought 
worthy of remembrance. But the just shall re¬ 
member only their righteous actions, whereby 
they have attained the heavenly kingdom, in 
which there is no sleep, no sorrow, no corruption, 
no care, no night, no day measured by time, no 
sun driven in his course along the circle of 
heaven by necessity, and measuring out the 
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bounds and conversions of the seasons, for the 
better illumination of the life of men; no moon 
decreasing and increasing, or introducing a va¬ 
riety of seasons, nor will she then moisten the 
earth; no burning sun, no Bear tnrning round 
[the pole,] no Orion to rise, no wandering of in¬ 
numerable star3. The earth will not then be 
difficult to be passed over, nor will it be hard to 
find outthecourtof paradise, nor will there be any 
fearful roaring of the sea, forbidding the passen¬ 
gers to walk on it, even that will be made easily 
passable to the just, though it will not be void of 
moisture. Heaven will not then be uninhabita¬ 
ble by men, and it will not be impossible to dis¬ 
cover the way of ascending thither. The earth 
will not then be uncultivated, nor require too 
much labor of men, but will bring forth its 
fruits of its own accord, and will be well adorned 
with them. There will be no more generations 
of wild beasts, nor will the substance of the rest 
of the animals shoot out any more: for it will not 
produce men, but the number of the righteous 
will continue, and never fail, together w ith righ¬ 
teous angels, and spirits [of God,] and with hi» 
w T ord, as a choir of righteous men and women 
that never grow old, and continue in an incor¬ 
ruptible stale, singing hymns to God, who hath 
advanced them to that happiness, by the means 
of a regular institution of life; with whom the 
whole creation also will lift up a perpetual hymn 
from corruption to incorruption, as glorified by a 
splendid and pure spirit. It will not then he re¬ 
strained by a bond of necessity, but with a lively 
freedom shall offer up a voluntary hymn, and 
shall praise him that made them, together w r ith 
the angels, and spirits, and men, now freed from 
all bondage. 

7. And now, if you Gentiles will be persuaded 
by these motives, and leave yonr vain imagina¬ 
tions about your pedigrees, and gaining of riches, 
and philosophy, and will not spend your time 
about subtleties of words, aud thereby lead your 
minds into error, and if you w ill apply your’ears 
to the hearing of the inspired prophets, the in¬ 
terpreters both of God and of his word, aud will 
believe in God, you shall both be partakers ot 
the«e things, and obtain the good things that are 
to come: you shall see the ascent into the im¬ 
mense heaven plainly, and that kingdom which 
is there. For what God hath now concealed in 
silence [will be then made manifest,] “what 
neither eye hath seen, nor ear hath heard, nor 
hath it entered into the heart of man, the things 
that God hath prepared for them that love 
him.” 

8. “ In w hatsoever ways I shall find you, in 
them shall 1 judge you entirely:” so cries the 
END of all things. And he who hath at first lived 
a virtuous life, but tow-ards the latter end falls 
into vice, these labors, by him before endured 
shall be altogether vain and unprofitable, even 
as in a play brought to au ill catastrophe. Who¬ 
soever shall, have lived wickedly and luxuriously* 
may repent; however, there will be need of 
much time to conquer an evil habit, and after re¬ 
pentance, his whole life must be guarded with 
greal care and diligence, after the manner of a 
body, which, after it had been along time afflict¬ 
ed with a distemper, requires a stricter diet and 
method of living: for though it may be possible, 
perhaps, to break off' the chain of our irregular 
affections at once, yet our amendment cannot be 
secured w ithout the grace of God, the prayers of 
good men, the help of the brethren, ana our own 
sincere repentance and constant care. It is a 
good thing not to sin at all; it is also good, having 
sinned, to repent: as it is best to have health al¬ 
ways, but it is a good thing to recover from a dis¬ 
temper.—To God be glory aud dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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APPENDIX 


DISSERTATION I. 


The Testimonies of Josephus concerning Jesus Cijrist, John the Baptist, and James the Just , vindicated. 


Sns'CE we meet with certain important testi¬ 
monies in Josephus the Jewish historian, con¬ 
cerning John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus 
of Nazareth, concerning Jesus of Nazareth him¬ 
self, and concerning James the Just, the brother 
of Jesus of Nazareth; and since the principal 
testimony, which is that concerning Jesus ofNaza- 
reth himself, hath of late been greatly question¬ 
ed by many, and rejected by some of the learned 
as spurious, it will be fit for me, who have ever 
declared my firm belief that these testimonies 
were genuine, to set down fairly some of the 
original evidence and citations I have met with 
in the first fifteen centuries concerning them, and 
then to make proper observations upon that evi¬ 
dence, for the reader’s more complete satisfaction. 

But before I produce the citations themselves 
out of Josephus, give me leave to prepare the 
reader’s attention,by settingdown the sentiments 
of perhaps the most learned person, and the 
most competent judge that ever was, as to the 
authority of Josephus, I mean of Joseph Scali- 
ger, in the Prolegomena to his book De Einen- 
aatione Temporum, p. 17. “Josephus is the most 
diligent and the greatest lover of truth of all 
writers; nor are we afraid to affirm of him, that 
it is more safe to believe him, not only as to the 
affairs of the Jews, but also as to those that are 
foreign to them, than all the Greek and Latin 
writers, and this, because his fidelity and his com¬ 
pass of learning are every where conspicuous.” 

The ancient Citations of the Testimonies of Jo¬ 
sephus, from his own Time till the end of the 
Fifteenth Century. 

About A . D. 110. Tacit. Annal. lib. xv. cap. 
44.—Nero, in order to stifle the rumour, [as if he 
himself had set Rome on fire,] ascribed it to 
those people who were hated for their wicked 
practices, and called by the vulgar “Christians;” 
these he punished exquisitely. The author of 
this name was Christ , who, in the reign, of Tibe¬ 
rius, uas brought to punishment by Pontius Pilate 
the procurator. 

About A. D. 147. Just. Mart. Dialog, cum 
Trypho, p. 230.—You [Jews] knew that Jesus 
was risen from the dead, and ascended into hea¬ 
ven, as the prophecies dicT foretell was to happen. 

About A. D. 230. Origen. Comment. inMatth. 
p. 234.—This James was of so shining a charac¬ 
ter among the people, on account of his righ¬ 
teousness, that Flavius Josephus, when, in nis 
twentieth book of the J ewish Antiquities, he had 
a mind to 9 et down what was the cause why the 
eople suffered such miseries, till the very holy 
ouse was demolished, he said, that these things 
befell them bv the anger of God, on account of 
what they had dared to do to James, the brother of 
Jesu 9 , who was called Christ: and wonderful it is 
that while he did not receive Jesu9 for Christ, he 
did nevertheless bear witness that James wa9 so 
righteous a man. He says farther, that the peo¬ 
ple thought that they suffered these things for 
the sake of Jame9. 

About A. D. 250. Contra Cels. lib. i. p. 35, 36. 
I would say to Celsus, who personates a Jew, 
that admitted of John the Baptist, and how he 
baptised Jesus, that one who lived but a little 
while after John and Jesus, wrote, how that John 
was a baptiser unto the remission of 9ins. For 
Jotephus testifies in the eighteenth book of Jew¬ 
ish Antiquities, that John was the Baptist, and 
that he promised purification to those that were 
baptized. The same Josephus abo, although he 
did not believe in Jesus as Christ, when he was 


inquiring after the cause of the destruction of 
Jerusalem and of the demolition of the temple, 
and ought to have said, that their machinations 
against Jesus were the cause of those miseries 
coming on the people, because they had slain 
that Cnrist who was foretold by the prophets, he r 
though as it were unwillingly, and yet as one 
not remote from the truth, says, “These mise¬ 
ries befell the Jews by way of revenge for James 
the Just, who was the brother of Jesus, that was 
called Christ, because they had slain him who 
was a most righteous person.” Now this James 
was he whom that genuine disciple of Jesus* 
Paul, said he had seen as the Lord's brother; 
[Gal. i. 19.] which relation implies not so much 
nearness of blood, or the sameness of education, 
as it does the agreement of manners and preach¬ 
ing. If therefore he says the desolation of Je¬ 
rusalem befell the Jews for the sake of James, 
with how much greater reason might he have 
said, that it happened for the sake ot Jesus? &c. 

About A. D. 324. Euseb. Demonstr . Evan. lib. 
iii. p. 124.—Certainly the attestation of those 1 
have already produced concerning our Savioui 
may be sufficient. However, it may not be amiss, 
if, over and above, we make use of Josephus the 
Jew for further witness; who in the eighteenth 
book of his Antiquities, when he was writing the 
history' of what happened under Pilate, makes 
mention of our Saviour in these words: “Now 
there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, ifit 
be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, a teacher of such men as had 
a veneration for truth: he drew over to him both 
many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles: 
He was the Christ. And when Pilate, at the 
suggestion of the principal men among us, had 
condemned him to the cross, those that loved him 
at first did not forsake him; for he appeared unto 
them alive again the third day, as the divine 
prophets had spoken of these and ten thousand 
other wonderful things concerning him; whence 
the tribe of Christians, 90 named from him, are 
not extinct at this day.” If, therefore, we have 
this historian’s testimony, that he not only brought 
over to himself the twelve apostles, with the se¬ 
venty disciples, but many of the Jews and many 
of the Gentiles also, he must manifestly have had 
somewhat in him extraordinary above the rest of 
mankind, for how otherwise could he draw over 
so many of the Jews and of the Gentiles, un¬ 
less he performed admirable and amazing works, 
and used a method of teaching that was not com¬ 
mon? Moreover, the scripture of the Acts of 
the Apostles bears witness, that there were many 
ten thousands of Jews, who were persuaded that 
he was the Christ of God, who was foretold by 
the prophets. [Act9 xxi. 20.] 

About A. D. 330. 1fist. Eccles. lib. i. cap. 11.— 
Now the divine scripture of the Gospels makes 
mention of John the Baptist as having his head 
cut ofl' by the younger Herod. Josephus also 
concurs in this history, and makes mention of 
llerodias by name, as the wife of his brother 
whom Herod had married, upon divorcing his 
former lawful wife. She was the daughter of 
Aretas, king of the Petrean Arabians; and which 
llerodias he had parted from her husband while 
he was alive: on which account also, when he 
had slain John, he made war with Aretas, [Are- 
tas made war with him,] because his daughter 
had been used dishonorably. In which war, 
when it came to a battle, he says, that all Herod’* 
army was destroyed, and that he suffered this 
because of bis wicked contrivance against John. 
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Aloreover, the same Josephus, by acknowledging 
John to have been a most righteous man, and the 
Baptist, conspires in his testimony with what is 
written in the Gospels. He also relates, that 
Herod lost his kingdom for the sake of the same 
Herodias, together with whom he was himself 
condemned to be banished to Vienne, a city of 
Gaul. And this is his account in the eighteenth 
book of the Antiquities, where he writes this of 
John verbatim: some of the Jews thought that 
the destruction of Herod’s army came from God, 
and that very justly, as a punishment for what 
he did against John, that was called the Baptist; 
for Herod slew him, who was a good man, and 
one that commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, 
both as to righteousness towards one another, 
and piety towards God, and so to come to bap¬ 
tism, for that by this means the washing [with 
water] would appear acceptable to him, when 
they made use ol it, not in order to the putting 
away [or the remission] of some sins [only,] but 
for the purification of the body; supposing still 
that the soul was thoroughly purified beforehand 
by righteousness. Now when [many] others 
came in crowds about him, for they were greatly 
delighted in hearing his words, Herod was afraid 
that this so great power of persuading men might 
tend to some sedition or other, for they seemed 
to be disposed to do every thing he should advise 
them to, so he supposed it better to prevent any 
attempt of a mutation from him, by cutting him 
off, than after any such mutation should be 
brought about, and the public should suffer, to 
repent [of such ’negligence.] Accordingly, he 
was sent a prisoner out of Herod’s suspicious 
temper, to Machrerus, the castle I before men¬ 
tioned, and was there put to death. When Jo¬ 
sephus had said this oi John, he makes mention 
also of our Saviour in the same history, after 
this manner: “Now there was about this time 
one Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him 
a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a 
teacher of such men as receive the truth with 

S leasure; he drew over to him both many of the 
ews, and many of the Gentiles also: he was the 
Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of 
the principal men among us, had condemned him 
to the cross, those that loved him at the first did 
not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive 
again the third day, as the divine prophets had 
foretold these, and ten thousand other wonderful 
things concerning him. And still the tribe of 
Christians, so named from him, are not extinct 
at this day.” And since this writer, sprung from 
the Hebrews themselves, hath delivered these 
things above in his own work, concerning John 
the Baptist and our Saviour, what room is there 
for any further evasion? &e. 

Now James was so wonderful a person, and 
was so celebrated by all others for righteousness, 
that the judicious Jews thought this to have been 
the occasion of that siege of Jerusalem, which 
came on presently after his martyrdom, and that 
it befell them for no other reason, than that im¬ 
pious act they were guilty of against him. Jo¬ 
sephus, therefore, did not refuse to attest thereto 
in writing, by the words following: “ These mis¬ 
eries befell the Jews by way of revenge for 
Janies the Just, who was the brother 'of Jesus 
that was called Christ, on this account, that they 
had slain him who was a most righteous person.” 

The same Josephus declares the manner of his 
death in the twentieth book of the Antiquities, 
in these words: “ Caesar sent Albinus into Judea 
to be procurator, when he had heard that Festus 
was dead. Now Ananus junior, who, as we said, 
had been admitted to the high priesthood, was 
in temper bold and daring in an extraordinary 
manner. He was also of the sect of the Saddu- 
cees, who are more savage in judgment than 
the other Jews, as we have already signified. 
Since, therefore, this was the character of Ana¬ 
nus, he thought he had now a proper opportunity 


to exercise his authority,] because Festus was 
ead, and Albinus was but upon the road; so he 
assembles the sanhedrim of judges, and brings 
before them James the brother of Jesus, who 
was called Christ, and some others [of his com¬ 
panions,] and when he had formed an accusation 
against them as breakers of the law, he deliver¬ 
ed them to be stoned: but as for those who seem¬ 
ed the most equitable of the citizens, and those 
who were the most uneasy at the breach of the 
laws, they disliked what was done. They also 
went to the king [Agrippa.] desiring him to send 
to Ananus that he should act so no more, for that 
what he had already done could not be justi¬ 
fied,” &c. 

About A.D.36Q. Ambrose, or Hegesippus dt 
Excid. Urb. Hierosolym. lib. ii. cap. 12.—We 
have discovered that it was the opinion and be¬ 
lief of the Jews, as Josephus affirms, (who is an 
author not to be rejected, when he writes against 
himself,) that Herod lost his army, not by the 
deceit of men, but by the anger of God, anti that 
justly, as an effect of revenge for what he did to 
John the Baptist, a just man, who had said to him 
Ii is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife. 

The Jews themselves also bear witness to 
Christ, as appears by Josephus, the writer of 
their history, who says thus: That there was at 
that time a wise man, if (says he) it be lawful to 
hare him called a man; a doer of wonderful 
works, who appeared to his disciples after the 
third day from his death alive again, according 
to the writings of the prophets, who foretold 
these and innumerable other miraculous events 
concerning him; from whom began the congre¬ 
gation of Christians, and hath penetrated among 
all sorts of men; nor does there remain any na¬ 
tion in the Roman world which continues stran¬ 
gers to his religion. If the Jews do not believe 
us, let them at least believe their own writers. 
Josephus, whom they esteem a very great man, 
hath said this, and yet hath he spoken truth after 
such a manner, and so far was his mind wander- 
red from the right way, that even he was not a 
believer as to what he himself said; but thus he 
spoke, in order to deliver historical truth, be¬ 
cause he thought it not lawful for him to deceive, 
while yet he was no believer, because of the 
hardness of his heart and his perfidious inten¬ 
tion. However, it was no prejudice to the truth 
that he was not a believer; but this adds more 
weight to his testimony, that while he was an 
unbeliever, and unwilling this should be true, he 
has not denied it to be so. 

About A. D. 400. Hieronym.de Eir.Iilustr. 
in Josepho. —Josephus, in the eighteenth book of 
Antiquities, most expressly acknowledges that 
Christ was slain by the Pharisees on account ot 
the greatness of his miracles, and that John the 
Baptist was truly a prophet; and that Jerusalem 
was demolished on account of the slaughter of 
James the Apostle. Now, he wrote concerning 
our Lord after this manner: “At the same time 
there was Jesus, a wise man, if yet it be lawful 
to call him a man, for he was a cloer of wonder¬ 
ful works, a teacher of those who willingly re¬ 
ceive the truth. He had many followers both or 
the Jews and of the Gentiles. He was believed 
to be Christ. And when, by the envy of our prin 
cipal men, Pilate had condemned him to the 
cross, yet notwithstanding, those who had loved 
him at first persevered, for he appeared to them 
alive on the third day. as the oracles of the pro¬ 
phets had foretold many of these and other won¬ 
derful things concerning him; and the sect ot 
Christians, so named from him, are not extinct 
at this day.” 

About A. D. 410. Isidorus Pelusiota , the 
Scholar of Chrysostom, lib. iv. epist. -25.—There 
was one Josephus, a Jew, of the greatest repu¬ 
tation, and one that was zealous of the law; one 
also that paraphrased the Old Testiinent with 
truth, and acted valiantly for the Jews, and had 
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fbowed that their settlement was nobler than 
can be described by words. Now, since he made 
their interest give place to truth, for he would 
not support the opinion of impious men, I think 
it necessary to set down his words. What then 
does he say? “ Now there was about that time 
one Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him 
a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a 
teacher of such men as receive the truth with 
pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the 
Jews and many of the Gentiles: lie was the 
Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of 
the principal men among us, had condemned him 
to the cross, those that loved him at first did not 
for«ake him, for he appeared to them the third 
day alive again, as the divine prophets had said 
these and a vast number of other wonderful 
things concerning him: and the tribe of Chris¬ 
tians, so named from hint, are not extinct at this 
day.” Now I cannot but wonder greatly at this 
man’s love of truth in many respects, but chiefly 
where he says, “Jesus was a teacher of men who 
received the truth with pleasure.” 

About A. 1). 4-10. Sozomen. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. 
cap. 1 . —Now Josephus, the son of Mattathias, a 
riest,a man of very great note both among the 
cws and Romans, may well be a witness of cre¬ 
dit, as to the truth ot Christ’s history; for he 
scruples to call him a man, as being a doer of 
wonderful works, and a teacher of the words of 
truth. lie names him Christ openly, and is not 
ignorant that he was condemned to the cross, and 
appeared on the third day alive; and that ten 
thousand other wonderful things were foretold of 
him by the divine prophets. He testifies also, 
that those whom he drew over to him. being ma¬ 
ny of the Gentiles as well as of the Jews, con¬ 
tinued to love him; and that the tribe named from 
him was not then extinct. Now he seems to,me 
by this his relation, almost to proclaim that Christ 
is God. However, he appears to have been so 
atTected with the strangeness of the thing, as to 
run as it were in a sort of middle way, so as not 
to put any indignity upon believers in him, but 
rather to afford his suffrage to them. 

About A. D. 510. Cassidorus , Hist. Tripar- 
tit. c Sozomtno. Now Josephus, the son of Mat¬ 
tathias, and a priest, a man of great nobility 
among the Jews, and of great dignity among the 
Romans, bears witness to the truth of Christ’s 
history; for he dares not call him a man, as a 
doer of famous works, and a teacher of true doc¬ 
trines: he names him Christ openly; and is not 
ignorant that he was condemned to the cross, and 
appeared on the third day alive, and that an in¬ 
finite number of other wonderful things were 
foretold of him by the holy prophets. Moreover, 
he testifies also, that there were then alive many 
whom he had chosen, both Greeks and Jews, 
and that they continued to love him; and that the 
sect which was named from him was by no means 
extinct at that time. 

./J.TMHO. Chron. Alex. p. 514.—Now Jose- 
phnsalso relates in the eighteenth book of Anti¬ 
quities. how John the Baptist, that holy man, 
was beheiided on account of Hcrodias, the wife 
of Philip, the brother of Herod himself; for He¬ 
rod had divorced his former wife, who was still 
alive, and had been his lawful wife: she was the 
daughter of Aretas, king of the Petreans. When 
therefore Herod had taken Ilerodias away from 
her hushand, while he was vet alive, (on whose 
account lie slew John alto,5 Arrtas made war 
against Herod, because his daughter had been 
dishonorably treated. In which war, he says, 
that all H< rod’s army w r as destroyed, and that he 
suffered that calamity because oi the wickedness 
he had been guilty of against John. The same 
Josephus relates, that Ilerod lost his kingdom on 
account of Ilerodias, and that with her he wa 9 
banished to Lyons, Arc. 

P. 526, 527,] Now that our Saviour taught his 
preaching three years, is demonstrated both by 


other necessary reasonings, as also out of the 
holy Gospels, and out of Josephus’s writings, 
who was a wise man among the Hebrews, Arc. 

P. 584, 586.] Josephus relates in the fifth book 
of the [Jewish] war, that Jerusalem was taken in 
the third [second] yearof Vespasian, as after foriy 
years since they dared to put Jesu9 to death* in 
which time lie says, that James the brother of our 
Lord, and bishop of Jerusalem, was thrown down 
[from the temple,] and slain of them by stoning. 

About A. D. 740. Anastasias Abbas contr. Jud. 
—Now Josephus, an author and waiter of your 
own, says of Christ, that he was a just and good 
man, showed and declared so to be by divine grace 
who gave aid to many by signs and miracles. 

About A. D. 790. Georgius Synccllus Chron. 
p. 339.—These miseries befell the Jews by way 
of revenge for James the Just, who was the bro¬ 
ther of Jesus that was called Christ, ou the ac¬ 
count that they had slain him who was a most 
righteous person. Now, as Ananus, a person of 
that character, thought he had a proper opportu¬ 
nity, because Festus was dead, and Albinus was 
but upon the road, so he assembles the sanhe¬ 
drim of judges, and brings before them James, 
the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, 
and some of his companions; and when he had 
formed an accusation against them, as breakers 
of the law, he delivered them to be stoned; but 
as for those that seemed the mostequitable of the 
citizens, and those that were the most uneasy at 
the breach of the law’s, they disliked what was 
done. They also sent to the king [Agrippa,] de¬ 
siring him to send to Ananus, that he should act 
so no more, for what he had done already could 
not be justified, &c. 

About A. D. 850. Johan. Malela Chron. lib. x. 
—From that time began the destruction of the 
Jews, as Josephus, the philosopher of the He¬ 
brews, hath written; who also said this, that from 
the time the Jews crucified Christ, who was a 
good and righteous man, (that is, if it be fit to call 
such a one a man, and not a God,) the land of Ju¬ 
dea was never free from trouble. These things the 
same Josephus the Jew has related in his writings. 

About A. D. 860. Photius Cod. lib. xlviii.—I 
hnve read the treatise of Josephus about the uni¬ 
verse, whose title I have elsewhere read to be. 
Of ike Substance of the Universe. It is contain¬ 
ed in two very small treatises. He treats of the 
origin of the w orld in abrief manner. How ever, 
he speaks of the divinity of Christ, who is our 
true God, in a way very like to w hat we use, de¬ 
claring that the same name of Christ belongs to 
him, and writes of his inefi’able generation of the 
Father, after such a manner, as cannot be blam¬ 
ed ; which thing may perhaps raise a doubt in 
some, whether Josephus were the author of the 
work, though the phraseology does not at all differ 
from this man's other works. However, I have 
found in some papers, that this discourse was not 
written by Josephus, but by one Caiusa presbyter. 

Cod. ccxxxviii.] Herod the tetrarch of Gali¬ 
lee and of Perea, the son of Herod the Great, 
fell in love, as Josephus says, with the w*ife of 
his brother Philip, whose name w r as Ilerodias, 
who w*as the grand-daughter of Herod the Great, 
by his son Aristobulus, whom he had slain. 
Agrippa was also her brother. Now Herod took 
her away from her husband, and married her. 
This is he that slew John the Baptist, that great 
man, the forerunner [of Christ,] being afraid, as 
Joseph us says, lest lie should raise a sedition 
among his people: for they all followed the direc¬ 
tions of John, on account of the excellency of his 
virtue. In his time was the passion of our Saviour. 

Cod. xxxiii.] I have read the Chronicle of Jus¬ 
tus of Tiberias. He omits the greatest part of 
what was most necessary to be related; but, as 
infected with Jewish prejudices, being also him¬ 
self a Jew by birth, ne makes no mention at all 
of the advent, or of the actsdonc, or of the mira¬ 
cles wrought, by Christ. 
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The time uncertain. Macarius in Adis Sanc¬ 
torum, tom. v. p. 149 ap. Fabric. Joseph, p. 61.— 
Josephus, a priest of Jerusalem, and one that 
wrote with truth the history of the Jewish af¬ 
fairs, bears witness that Christ, the true God, 
was incarnate, and crucified, and the third day 
rose again; whose writings are deposited in the 
public library. Thus he says: “ j\ow there was 
about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful 
to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonder¬ 
ful works, a teacher of such men as receive the 
truth with pleasure: he drew over to him both 
many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles also: 
this was the Christ. Ancl when Pilate, at the 
suggestion of the principal men araon^ us, had 
condemned him to the cross, those that loved 
him at the first, did not forsake him, for he ap- 
eared to them alive again the third day, as tne 
ivine prophets had foretold these, and ten thou¬ 
sand other wonderful things concerning him. 
And still the tribe of Christians, so named from 
him, are not extinct at this day.” Since there¬ 
fore the writer of the Hebrews has engraven 
this testimony concerning our Lord and Saviour 
in his own books, what defence can there remain 
for the unbelievers? 

About A.D. 980. Suidas in voce Jcsous. —We 
have found Josephus, who hath written about the 
taking of Jerusalem, (of whom Eusebius Pam- 
phili makes frequent mention in his Ecclesiasti¬ 
cal History,) saying openly in his memoirs of the 
captivity, that Jesus officiated in the temple with 
the priests. Thus we have found Josephus say¬ 
ing, a man of ancient times, and not very long 
after the apostles, &c. 

About A. D. 1060. Cedrenus Compend. Hist. 

S . 196.—Josephus does indeed write concerning 
ohn the Baptist as follows: “ Some of the Jews 
thought that the destruction of Herod’s army 
came from God, and that he was punished very 
justly for what punishment he inflicted on John, 
that was called the Baptist; for Herod slew him, 
who was a good man, and commanded the Jews 
to exercise virtue, both by righteousness tow r ards 
one another and piety towards God, and so to 
come to baptism.” But as concerning Christ, 
the same Josephus says, that about that time 
there was Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to 
call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful 
works, and a teacher of such men as receive the 
truth with pleasure; for that Christ drew over 
many even from the Gentiles; whom when Pi¬ 
late had crucified, those who at first had loved 
him did not leave off to preach concerning him, 
for he appeared to them tne third day alive again, 
as the divine prophets had testified, and spoke 
these and other wonderful things concerning him. 

About A.D. 1080. 7'heophilact . in Joan. lib. 
xiii.—The city of the Jews was taken, and the 
wrath of God was kindled against them; as also 
Josephus witnesses, that this came upon them 
on account of the death of Jesus. 

About A. D. 1120. Zonoras Annal. tom. i. p. 
267.—Josephus, in the eighteenth book of Ann¬ 
uities, writes thus concerning our Lord and God 
esus Christ: “Now there was about this time, 
Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a 
man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a 
teacher of such men as receive the truth with 

P leasure. He drew over to him many of the 
ews and many of the Gentiles: He was the 
Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of 
the principal men among us, had condemned him 
to the cross, those that had loved him at first did 
not forsake him, for he appeared to them the 
third day alive again, as the divine prophets had 
said these and ten thousand other wonderful 
things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, 
no named from him, are not extinct at this day.” 

About A. D. 1220. Glycas Annal. p. 234.— 
Then did Philo, that wise man, and Josephus 
flourish. This last was styled, The lover of truth , 
because he commended John who baptised our 
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Lord: and because he bore witness that Christ, 
in like manner, was a wise man, and the doer ot 
reat miracles; and that when he was crucified 
e appeared the third day. 

About A. D. 1140. Gotfridus Viterbiensis 
Chron. p, 366. e. Vers. Rvfini. —Josephus relates, 
that a very great war arose between Aretas, king 
of the Arabians, and Herod, on account of the sin 
which Herod had committed against John. More¬ 
over, the same Josephus writes thus concerning 
Christ: “There was at this time Jesus, a wise 
man, if at least it be lawful to call him a man, for he 
was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such 
men as willingly hear truth. He also drew over 
to him many of the Jews, and many of the Gen* 
tiles: He was Christ. And when Pilate, at the 
accusation of the principal men of our nation, had 
decreed that he should be crucified, those that 
had loved him from the beginningdid not forsake 
him, for he appeared to them the third day alive 
again, according to what the divinely inspired 
prophets had foretold, that these and innumera¬ 
ble other miracles should come to pass about 
him. Moreover, both the name and sect of 
Christians, who were named from him, continue 
in being unto this day.” 

About A. D. 1360. JVicephorus CallUtus Hist. 
Eccles. lib. i. p. 90, 91.—Now this [concerning 
Herod the tetrarch] is attested to, not only by the 
book of the holy Gospels, but by Josephus, that 
lover of truth; who also makes mention of He- 
rodias his brother’s wife, whom Herod had taken 
away from him, while he was alive, and married 
her, having divorced his former lawful wife, who 
was the daughter of Aretas, king of the Petrean 
Arabians. This Herodias he had married, and 
lived with her; on which account also, when he 
had slain John, he made war with Aretas, be¬ 
cause his daughter had been dishonorably used: 
in which war he relates, that all Herod’s army 
was destroyed, and that he suffered this on ac¬ 
count of the most unjust slaughter of John. He 
also adds, that John was a most righteous man. 
Moreover, he makes mention of his baptism, 
agreeing in all points thereto relating with the 
Gospel. He also informs us, that Herod lost his 
kingdom on account of Herodias, with whom also 
he was condemned to be banished to Vienne, 
which was their place of exile, and a city bor¬ 
dering upon Gaul, and lying near the utmost 
bounds ot the west. 

About A. D. 1450. Hardmanus Schedclius 
Chron. p. 100.—Josephus, the Jew’, who was call¬ 
ed Flavius, a priest, and the son of Mattathias, a 
priest of that nation, a most celebrated historian, 
and very skilful in many things; he was certainly 
a good man, and of an excellent character, who 
had the highest opinion of Christ. 

About A. D. 1480. Platinide Vitis Pontificum 
in Christo. —I shall avoid mentioning what Christ 
did until the 30th year of his age, w'hen he was 
baptised by John, the son of Zacharias, because 
not only the Gospels and Epistles are full of those 
acts of his, which he did in a most excellent and 
most holy manner, but the books of such as were 
quite remote from his way of living, and acting, 
and ordaining, are also full of the same. Plan¬ 
us Josephus himself, who wrote twenty book 3 
of the Jewish Antiquities in the Greek tongue, 
when he had proceeded as far as the government 
of the emperor Tiberias, s?avs, “ there was in 
those days, Jesus, a certain wise man, if at least 
it be lawful to cnll him a man, for he was n doer 
of wonderful works, and a teacher of men, of 
such especially ns willingly hear the truth. On 
this account he drew’ over to him many both of 
the Jews and Gentiles: He was Christ. But 
when Pilate, instigated by the priucipal men of 
our nation, had decreed that he should be cruci¬ 
fied, yet did not those w'ho had loved him from 
the beginning forsake him: and besides, he ap- 
i peared to them the third day after his death, 
alive, as the diviaelv inspired prophets had fore- 
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told that these and innumerable other miracles 
should come to pass about him. And the famous 
name of Christians, taken from him, as well as 
their sect, do still contiue in being. 

The same Josephus also affirms, that John the 
Baptist, a true prophet, and on that account one 
that was had in esteem by all men, was slain by 
Ilerocl, the son of Herod the Great, a little be¬ 
fore the death of Christ, ia the castle of Mache- 
rus; not because he was afraid for himself and 
his kingdom, as the same author says, but be¬ 
cause he had incestuously married Herodias the 
sister of Agrippa, and the wife of that excellent 
person his brother Philip. 

About A. D . 1480. Trithumius Abbas de Scrip- 
tor . Eccles. —Josephus the Jew, although he con¬ 
tinued to be a Jew, did frequently commend the 
Christians; and in the eighteenth book of Anti¬ 
quities, wrote down an eminent testimony con¬ 
cerning our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Observations from the foregoing- Evidence and 
Citations . 

1. TlIE style of all these original testimonies 
belonging to Josephus is exactly the style of the 
same Josephus, and especially the style about 
those parts of his Antiquities wherein we-find 
these testimonies. This is denied by nobody as 
to the other, concerning John the Baptist and 
James the Just, and is now become equally un¬ 
deniable as to that concerning Christ. 

II. These testimonies therefore being confes¬ 
sedly and undeniably written by Josephus him¬ 
self, k is next to impossible that he should wholly 
omit some testimony concerning Jesus Christ; 
nay, while his testimonies of John the Baptist, 
and James the Just, are so honorable, and give 
them so great characters, it is also impossible 
that this testimony concerning Christ should be 
other than very honorable, or such as afforded 
him a still greater character also. Could the 
very same author, who gave such a full and ad¬ 
vantageous character of John the Baptist, the 
forerunner of Jesus of Nazareth, all whose dis¬ 
ciples were by him directed to Jesus of Nazareth, 
as to the true i\Iessia9, and all whose disciples 
became afterwards the disciples of Jesus of Na¬ 
zareth, say nothing honorable of that Jesus of 
Nazareth himself? And this in a history of those 
very times in which he was born, and lived, and 
died, and that while the writer lived but a little 
after him, in the same country in which he was 
born, and lived, and died. This is almost incre¬ 
dible. And further, could the very same author, 
who gave such an advantageous character of 
James the Just, and this under the very appella¬ 
tion of James the brother of Jesus, who was called 
Christ , which James was one of the principal 
disciples or apostles of this Jesus Christ, and had 
been many years the only Christian bishop of the 
believing Jews of Judea and Jerusalem, in the 
very days, and in the very country of this wri¬ 
ter; could he, I say, wholly omit any, nay, a very 
honorable account of Jesus Christ himself, 
whose disciple and bishop this James most cer¬ 
tainly was? This is also almost incredible. Hear 
what Ittigius, one of the wisest and most learned 
of all those who have lately inclined to give up 
the testimony concerning Christ, as it stands in 
our copies, for spurious says upon this occasion: 
“ If anyone object to me, that Josephus hath not 
omitted John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, 
nor Jantes thediscipie ofChrist, and that therefore 
he could not have done the part of a good histo¬ 
rian, if he had been entirely silent concerning 
Christ, I shall freely grant that Josephus was not 
entirely sileut concerning Christ; nay I shall fur¬ 
ther grant, that when Josephus was speaking of' 
Christ, he did not abstain from his commenda¬ 
tion; for we are not to determine from that in¬ 
veterate hatred which the modern Jews bear to 
Christ, what was the behaviour of those Jew9, 
upon whom the miracles that were daily wrought 


by the apostles in the name of Christ imprinted 
a sacred horror.” 

Ill. The famous clause in this testimony of 
Josephus concerning Christ, This was Christ, or 
the Christ, did not mean that this Jesus was the 
Christ of God, or the true Messiah of the Jews, 
but that this Jesus was distinguished from all 
others of that name, of which there were not a 
few, as mentioned by Josephus himself, by the 
addition of the other name of Christ; or that this 
erson was no other than he w hom all the world 
new by the name of Jesus Christ, and his fol¬ 
lowers by the name of Christians. This I esteem 
to be a clear case, and that from the arguments 
following: 

(1.) The Greeks and Romans, for whose use 
Josephus wrote his Antiquities, could no other¬ 
wise understand these words. The Jews indeed, 
and afterward the Christians, who knew that a 
great Messiah, a person that was to be Christ 
the Anointed of God, and that was to perform 
the office of a King, a Priest, and a Prophet, to 
God’s people, might readily so understand this 
expression; but Josephus, as I have already no- 
tea, w'rote here, not to Jews or Christians, but to 
Greeks and Romans, who knew nothing of this, 
but knew very well that an eminent person living 
in Judea, whose name was Jesu9 Cnrest, or Je¬ 
sus Christ, had founded a new and numerous 
sect, which took the latter of those names, and 
were every where from him called Chrestian9, 
or Christians; in which sense alone could they 
understand these words of Josephus, and in which 
sense I believe he desired they should understand 
them; nor does Josephus ever use the Hebrew 
term Messiah in any of his writings, nor the Greek 
term Christ in any such acceptation elsewhere. 

(2.) Josephus himself as good as explains his 
own meaning, and that by the last clause of this 
very passage, where he says, the Christians 
were named from this Christ, without a syllable 
as though he really meant he was the true Mes¬ 
siah, or Christ of God. He farther seems to me 
to explain this his meaning in that other place, 
where alone he elsewhere mentions this name of 
Christ, that is, when upon occasion of the men¬ 
tion of James, when he was condemned by Ana- 
nus, he calls him the brother of Jesus, not, that 
was the true Messiah, or the true Christ, but 
only that was called Christ. 

(3.) It was quite beside the purpose of Jose¬ 
phus to declare himself here to be a Christian; 
or a believer in Jesus as the true Messiah. Had 
he intended so to do, he would surely have ex¬ 
plained the meaning of the word Christ to his 
Greek and Roman readers; he would surely 
have been a great deal fuller and larger in hjs 
accounts of Christ and of the Christian religion; 
nor would such a declaration at that time nave 
recommended him, or his nation, or his writings, 
to either the Greeks or the Romans; of his repu¬ 
tation with both which people, he is known to 
have been, in the writing of these Antiquities, 
very greatly solicitous. 

(4.) Josephus’s usual way of writing is histori¬ 
cal and declarative of facts, and of the opinions 
of others, and but rarely 9uch as directly informs 
us of his own opinion, unless we prudently gather 
it from what he says historically, or as the opi¬ 
nions of others. This is very observable in tne 
writings of Josephus, and in particular as to 
what he says of John the Baptist, and of James 
the Just; so that this interpretation is most pro¬ 
bable, as most agreeable to Josephus’s way of 
writing in parallel cases. 

(5.) This seems to be the universal sense of all 
the ancients without exception, who cite this tes¬ 
timony from him: and though they almost every 
where own this to be the true reading, yet do 
they every where suppose Josephus to be still 
an unbelieving Jew, and not a Dclieving Chris¬ 
tian: nay, Jerome appears so well assured of 
this interpretatiou, and that Josephus did not 
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mean to declare any more by these words than a 
common opinion* that, according to his usual 
way of interpreting authors, not to the word?* 
but to the sense, (of which we have, I think, two 
more instances in his accounts out of Josephus, 
now before us.) he renders this clause credebatur 
esse Christus , i. e. He was believed to be Christ. 
Nor is this parallel expression of Pilate to be 
otherwise understood when he made that inscrip¬ 
tion on the cross, This is Jesus, the King- of the 
Jews, (a) which is well explained by himself else¬ 
where, and corresponds to the import of the pre¬ 
sent clause, IVhat shall I do with, Jesus , who is 
called Christ? ( b ) And we may full as well prove 
from Pilate’s inscription upon the cross that he 
hereby declared himself a believer in Christ, for 
the real King of the Jews, as we can from these 
w'ords of Josephus, that he thereby declared him¬ 
self to be a real believer in hirn, as the true Mes¬ 
siah. \ 

IV. Though Josephus did not design here to 
declare himself openly to be a Christian* yet 
could he not possibly believe all that he here as¬ 
serts concerning Jesus Christ, unless he were so 
far a Christian as the Jewish Nazarenes or Ebio¬ 
nites then were, who believed Jesus of Nazareth 
to be the true Messiah, without believing he was 
more than a man; who also believed the neces¬ 
sity of the observation of the ceremonial law of 
Moses in order to salvation for all mankind, 
which were the two main articles of those Jew¬ 
ish Christians’ faith, though in opposition to all 
the thirteen apostles of Jesus Christ in the first 
century* and in opposition to the whole Catholic 
Church of Christ in the following centuries also. 
Accordingly, I have elsewhere proved, that Jo¬ 
sephus was no other in hi$ own mind and con¬ 
science than a Nazarene or Ebionite Jewish 
Christian; and have observed that this entire 
testimony, and all that Josephus says of John the 
Baptist, and of Janies, as well as his absolute si¬ 
lence about all the rest of the apostles and their 
companions, exactly agrees to him under that 
character, and no other. And indeed to me it is 
most astonishing, that all our learned men, who 
have of late considered these testimonies of Jo¬ 
sephus, except the converted Jew Galatinus, 
should miss such an obvious and natural obser¬ 
vation. We all know- this from St. James’s own 
words,(c) that so many ten thousands of the Jews as 
believed in Christ , in the first century, icere all 
zealous of the ceremonial law , or were no other 
than Nazarene or Ebionite Christians; and, by 
consequence, if there were any reason to think 
our Josephus to be in any sense a believer, or a 
Christian, as from all these testimonies there 
were very great ones, all those, and many other 
reasons, could not but conspire to assure us he 
was no other than a Nazarene or Ebionite Chris¬ 
tian: and this I take to be the plain and evident 
key of this whole matter. * 

V. Since therefore Josephus appears to have 
been, in his own heart and conscience, no other 
than a Nazarene or Ebionite Christian, and, by 
consequence, with them rejected all our Greek 
gospels and Greek books ot the New Testament, 
and received only the Hebrew gospel of the Na¬ 
zarenes or-Ebionite?, styled by them, The Gos¬ 
pel according to the Hebrews; or according to the 
twelve apostles , or even according to Matthew , we 
ought always to have that Nazarene or Ebionite 
gospel, with the other Nazarene or Ebionite frag¬ 
ments in view, when we consider any passages 
of Josephus relating to Christ or to Christianity. 
Thus, since that gospel omitted all that is in the 
beginning of our st. Matthew and St. Luke’s 
gospels, and began with the ministry of John the 
Baptist; in which first parts of the gospel histo¬ 
ry are the accounts of the slaughter of the iufants, 
and of the enrolment or taxation under Augustus 
Cacsarand Herod, it is no great wonder that Jose- 
(a) Matth. xxvii. 37. (&) Mattli. xxvii. 17, 22. 

(c) Acts xxi. 20. 
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phus has not taken care particularly and clearly 
to preserve those histories to us. Thus, when we 
find that Josephus calls James the brother of 
Christ, by the name of James the Just, and de¬ 
scribes him as a most just and righteous man, in 
an especial manner, we are to remember that 
such is his name and character in the gospel ac¬ 
cording to the Hebrews, and the other Ebionite 
remains of Hegesippus, but nowhere else that I 
remember, in the earliest antiquity: nor are we 
to suppose they herein referred to any other than 
that righteousness which was by the Jew'ish law'* 
wherein £t. Paul, ( d ) before he embraced Chris¬ 
tianity, professed himself to have been blameless. 
Thus when Josephus, with other Jews, ascribed 
the miseries of that nation under Vespasian and 
Titus, with the destruction of Jerusalem, to the 
barbarous murder of James the Just, we must 
remember what we learn from the Ebionite frag¬ 
ments of Hegesippus, that these Ebionites inter¬ 
preted a prophecy of Isaiah, as foretelling this 
very murder, and those consequent miseries: Let 
us takeaway the just one, for he is unprof table to 
us: therefore shall they eat the fruit of their own 
ways.(e) Thus when Josephus says, as we have 
seen, that the most equitable citizens of Jerusa¬ 
lem, and those that were most zealous of the 
law, were very uneasy at the condemnation of 
this James, and some of his friends or fellow- 
Christians, by the high priest and sanhedrim, 
about A. D. 62, and declares that he himself was 
one of those Jews who thought the terrible mi¬ 
series of that nation effects of the vengeance of 
God for their murder of this James, about A. D. 
68, W'e may easily see these opinions could only 
be the opinions of converted Jews or Ebionites. 
The high priest and sanhedrim, who always 
persecuted the Christians, and now condemned 
these Christians, and the body of these unbe¬ 
lieving Jews, who are supposed to suffer for mur¬ 
dering this James, the head of the Nazarene or 
Ebionite Christians in Judea, could not, to bo 
sure, be of that opinion; nor could Josephus him¬ 
self be of the same opinion, as he declares he 
w T as, without the strongest inclinations to the 
Christian religion, or without being secretly a 
Christian Jew-, i. e. a Nazarene or Ebionite; 
w hich thing is, by the way, a very great addition¬ 
al argument that’sueh he was and no oiher. Thus, 
lastly, w'hen Josephus is cited in Suidas as affirm¬ 
ing that Jesus officiated with the high priests in 
the temple, this account is by no means disagree¬ 
able to the pretensions of the Ebionites. Hegesip¬ 
pus affirms the very same of James the Just also. 

VI. In the first citation of the famous testimo¬ 
ny concerning our Saviour, from Tacitus, almost 
ail that was true of the Jews is directly taken 
by him out of Josephus, as will be demonstrated 
under the third Dissertation hereafter. 

VII. The second author I have alleged for it is 
Justin Martyr, one so nearly coeval with Jose¬ 
phus, that he might be born about the time that 
he wrote his Antiquities, appeals to the same An¬ 
tiquities bv that very name; and though he does 
not here directly quote them, yet does he seem 
to me to allude to this very testimony in them 
concerning our Saviour, when he affirms iir this 
place to Trypho the Jew, that his nation origi¬ 
nal/ knew that Jesus was risen from the dead, and 
ascended into heaven, as the prophets did foretell 
was to happen. Since there neither now' is, nor 
probably in the days of Justin was, any other Jew¬ 
ish testimony extant, which is so agreeable to 
what Justin here affirms of those Jew s, as is this 
of Josephus the Jew' before us; nor indeed does he 
seem to me to have had any thing else particularly 
in his view here, but this very testimony, where 
Josephus says, “That Jesus appeared to his fol¬ 
lowers alive the third day after his crucifixion, as 
the divine prophets had foretold these, and ten 
thousand other wonderful things concerning him.’* 

( \d ) Philipp, iii, 4—6 (e) la iii. 10. 
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VIII. The third author I have quoted for Jo¬ 
sephus’s testimonies of John the Baptist, of Je¬ 
sus of Nazareth, and of James the Just, is Ori¬ 
gen, who is indeed allowed on all hands to have 
quoted him for the excellent characters of John 
the Baptist, and o r James the Just, but whose 
supposed entire silence about this testimony con¬ 
cerning Christ is usually alleged as the principal 
argument against its being genuine, and particu¬ 
larly as to the clause, this was the Christ; and 
that, as we have seen, because he twice assures 
us, that in his opinion, Josephus did not himself 
acknowledge Jesus for the Christ. Now as to 
this latter clause, I have already shown, that Jo¬ 
sephus did not here, in writing to Greeks and 
Romans, mean any such thing by those words as 
Jew 3 and Christians naturally understood by 
them: I have also observed, that all the ancients 
allow still, with Origen, that Josephus did not, in 
the Jewish and Christian sense, acknowledge 
Jesus for the true Messiah, or the true Christ of 
God; notwithstanding their express quotation of 
that clause in Josephus as genuine, so that un¬ 
less we suppose Origen to have had a different 
notion of these words from all the other ancients, 
we cannot conclude from this assertion of Ori- 
gen’s, that he had not these words in his copy, 
not to say that it is, after all, much more likely 
that his copy a little differed from the other co¬ 
pies in this clause, or indeed omitted it entirely, 
than that he, on its account, must be supposed 
not to have had the rest of this testimony therein, 
though indeed I see no necessity of making any 
such supposal at all. However, it seems to me 
that Origen affords us four several indications 
that the main parts at least of this testimony it¬ 
self were in his copy. 

(1.) When Origen introduces Josephus’s testi¬ 
mony concerning James the Just, that he thought 
the miseries of the Jews were an instance of 
the divine vengeance on that nation for putting 
James to death instead of Jesus, he uses an ex¬ 
pression no way necessary to his purpose, nor 
occasioned by any w'ords of Josephus there, that 
they bad slain that Christ which is foretold in the 
Prophecies. Whence could this expression come 
here into Origen’s mind, w’hen lie was quoting a 
testimony of Josephus concerning the brother of 
Christ, but from his remembrance of a clause in 
the testimony of the same Josephus concerning 
Christ himself, that the prophets had foretold his 
death and resurrection , and ten thousand other 
wonderful things concerning him. 

(2.) How' came Origen to be so surprised at 
Josephus’s ascribing the destruction of Jerusa¬ 
lem to the Jew's’ murdering of Janies the Just, 
and not to their murdering Jesus, as w’e have 
seen he was, if he had not Known that Josephus 
had spoken of Jesus and his death before, and 
that lie had a very good opiniun of Jesus, which 
yet he could learn no way so authentically as 
from this testimony? Nor do the words he here 
uses, that Josephus was not remote from the truth, 
perhaps allude to any thing else but to this very 
testimony before us. 

(3.) Ilow' came the same Origen, upon another 
slight occasion, when he had just set down that 
testimony of Josephus concerning James the Just, 
,he brother of Jesus, who w-as called Christ, to 
say that “it may he questioned whether the 
Jews thought Jesus to be a man, or whether they 
did not suppose him to be a being of a diviner 
kind?” This looks so very like the fifth and 
sixth clauses of this testimony in Josephus, that 
Jesus was a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a 
man , that it is highly probable Origen thereby 
alluded to them: and this is the more to be de¬ 
pended on, because all the unbelieving Jew’s, and 
all the rest of the Nnzarene Jews, esteemed Je¬ 
sus with one consent as a mere man, the son of 
Joseph and Mary, and it is not, I think, possible 
to produce any one Jew but Josephus, who, in a 
sort of compliance with the Romans and the 


catholic Christians, who thought him a God, 
w'ould say any thing like bis being a God. 

(4.) Ilow came Origen to affirm twice, so ex¬ 
pressly, that Josephus did not himself own, in 
the Jewish and Christian sense, that Jesus was 
Christ, notwithstanding his quotation of such 
eminent testimonies out of him for John the 
Baptist, his forerunner, and for James the Just, 
his brother, and one of his principal disciples? 
There is no passage in all Josephus so likely to 
persuade Origen of this as is the famous testi¬ 
mony before us, wherein, as he and all the an¬ 
cients understood it. he was generally called 
Christ indeed, but not any othenvise than as the 
common name whence the sect of Christians 
was derived, and where he all along speaks of 
those Christians as a sect then in being, whose 
author was a wonderful person, and his followers 
great lovers of him and of the truth, yet as such 
a sect as he had not joined himself to. Which 
exposition, as it is a very natural one, so was it, 
I doubt, but too true of our Josephus at that 
time: nor can I devise any other reason but this, 
and the parallel language of Josephus elsewhere, 
when he speaks of James as the brother, not of 
Jesus who was Christ, but of Jesus w ho w r as call¬ 
ed Christ, that could so naturally induce Origen 
and others to be of that opinion. 

IX. There are two remarkable passages in 
Suidas and Theopbylact, already set down, as 
citing Josephus; the former, that Jesus officiated 
with the priests of the temple; and the latter, 
that the destruction of Jerusalem and miseries 
of the Jew’s, w’ere owing to their putting Jesus 
to death, which are in none of our present copies, 
nor cited thence by any ancienter authors, nor 
indeed do they seem altogether consistent with 
the other more authentic testimonies. However, 
since Suidas cites his passage from a treatise of 
Josephus’s, called Memoirs of the Jews’ captivi¬ 
ty, a book never heard of elsew'here, and since 
both citations are not at all disagreeable to Jo¬ 
sephus’s character as a Nazarene or Ehionite, I 
dare not positively conclude that they are spuri¬ 
ous, but must leave them in suspense, forthe fur¬ 
ther consideration of the learned. 

X. As to that great critic Photius, in the ninth 
century, who is supposed not to have had this 
testimony in his copy of Josephus, or else to 
have esteemed it spurious, because, in his ex¬ 
tracts out of Josephus’s Antiquities, it is not ex¬ 
pressly mentioned; this is a 9trange thing in¬ 
deed! that a section which had been cited out of 
Josephus’s copies all along before the days of 
Photius, as w'ell as it has all along been cited out 
of them since his days, should be supposed not 
to be in his copy, because he does not directly 
mention it in certain short and imperfect ex¬ 
tracts, no way particularly relating to such mat¬ 
ters. Those who lay a stress on this silence of 
Photius, seem* little to have attended to the na¬ 
ture and brevity of those extracts. They con¬ 
tain little or nothing, as he in effect professes at 
their entrance, but what concerns Antipater, 
Herod the Great, and his brethren and family, 
with their exploits, till the days of Agrippa, jun¬ 
ior, and Cumanus, the governor of Judea, fifteen 
years after the death of our Saviour, without 
one word of Pilate, or what happened under h'i9 
government, which yet was the only proper place 
in which this testimony could come to be men¬ 
tioned. However, since Photius seems, there¬ 
fore, ns we have seen, to suspect the treatise 
ascribed by some to Josephus, of the Universe, 
because it speaks very high things of the eternal 

f eneration and divinity of Christ, this looks very 
ike his knowledge and belief of somewhat really 
in the same Josephus, which spake in a lower 
manner of him, wnich could be hardly any other 
passage than this testimony before us. And since 
as we have also seen, when he speaks of the Jew¬ 
ish history of Justus of Tiberias, as infected with 
the prejudices of the Jews, in taking no notice 
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of the advent, of the acts, and of the miracles of 
Jesus Christ, while yet he never speaks so of 
Josephus himself, this naturally implies also, that 
there was not the like occasion here as there, 
but that Josephus had not wholly omitted that 
advent, those acts, or miracles, which yet he has 
done every where else, in the books seen by Pho- 
tius, as well as Justus of Tiberias, but in this fa¬ 
mous testimony before us; so that it is probable 
Photius not only had this testimony in his copy, 
but believed it to be genuine also. 

XI, As to the silence of Clement of Alexan¬ 
dria, who cites the Antiquities of Josephus, but 
never cites any of the testimonies now before us, 
it is no strange thing at all, since he never cites 
Josephus but once, and that for a point of chro¬ 
nology only, to determine how many years had 
passed from the days of Moses to the days of Jo¬ 
sephus; so that his silence may almost as well 
be alleged against a hundred other remarkable 
passages in Josephus’s works as against these 
before us. 

XII. Nor does the like silence of Tertullian 
imply that these testimonies or any of them. 
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were not in the copies of his age. Tertullian 
never once hints at any of Josephus’s treatises 
but those against Apion, and that in general only 
for a point of chronology: nor does it any way 
appear that Tertullian ever saw any of Jose¬ 
phus’s writings beside, and far from being cer¬ 
tain that he saw even those. He had particular 
occasion, in his dispute against the Jews, to quote 
Josephus, above any other writer, to prove the 
completion of the prophesies of the Old Testa¬ 
ment in the destruction of Jerusalem and mise¬ 
ries of the Jews at that time, of which he there 
discourses, yet does he never once quote him 
upon that solemn occasion; so that it seems to 
me that Tertullian never read either the Greek 
Antiquities of Josephus, or his Greek books of 
the Jewish Wars; nor is this at all strange in 
Tertullian, a Latin writer that lived in Africa, by 
none of which African writers is there any one 
clause, that I know of, cited out of any of Jose¬ 
phus’s writings: nor is it worth my while, in 
such numbers of positive citations of these clau¬ 
ses, to mention the silence of other later writerg, 
as being here of very small consequence. 
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Concerning God's Command to Abraham to offer up Isaac his Son for a Sacrifice . 


SINCE this command to Abraham {f) has of 
late been greatly mistaken by some who venture 
to reason about very ancient facts, from very 
modern notions, and this without a due regard to 
either the customs, or opinions, or circumstances 
of the times whereto these facts belong, or indeed 
to the true reasons of the facts themselves; since 
the mistakes about those customs, opinions, cir¬ 
cumstances, and reasons, have of late so far pre¬ 
vailed, that the very same action of Abraham’s, 
which was so celebrated by St. Paul, ( g) St. 
James, ( h ) the author to the Hebrews,(i) Philo, (k) 
and Josephus, ( l ) in the first century, and by in¬ 
numerable others since, as an uncommon in¬ 
stance of signal virtue, of heroic faith in God, 
and piety towards him; nay, is in the sacred ( m) 
history highly commended by the divine Angel 
of the Covenant, in the name of God himself, 
and promised to be plentifully rewarded; since 
this command, I say, is now at last in the eigh¬ 
teenth century, become a stone of stumbling and 
a rock of offence among us, and that sometimes 
to persons of otherwise good sense, and of a re¬ 
ligious disposition of mind also, I shall endeavor 
to set this matter in its true, i. e. in its ancient 
and original light, for the satisfaction of the in¬ 
quisitive. In order whereto we are to consider, 

1. That till this very profane age, it lias been, 
I think, universally allowed by all sober persons, 
who owned themselves the creatures of God, that 
the Creator has a just right over all his rational 
creatures, to protract their lives to what length 
he pleases; to cut them off when and by what 
instrument he pleases; to afflict them with what 
sicknesses he pleases; and to remove them from 
one state or place in this his great palace of the- 
universe to another, as he pleases; and that all 
those rational creatures are bound in duty and 
interest to acquiesce under the divine disposal, 
and to resign themselves up to the good provi¬ 
dence of God in all such his dispensations towards 
them. I do not mean to intimate, that God may, 
or ever does act in these cases after a mere arbi¬ 
trary manner, or without sufficient reason, be¬ 
lieving, according to the whole tenor of natural 
and revealed religion, that he hateth nothing that 
he hath made; (») that whatsoever he does, how 
melancholy soever it may appear at first sight to 
us, is really intended for the good of his crea¬ 
tures, and, at the upshot of things, will fully ap- 

(/) Gen.xxii. («r) Rom. iv. 16—05. 

( h ) James ii. 21,22. (i) lleb. xi. 17—19. 

(A) Phil, de Gyant. p. 294. (/) Jos. Antiq. B i. e xiii 


pear so to be; but that still he 13 not obliged, nor 
does in general give his creatures an account of 
the particular reasons of such his dispensations 
toward them immediately, but usually tries and 
exercises their faith and patience, their resigna¬ 
tion and obedience, in their present state of pro¬ 
bation, and reserves those reasons to the last day, 
the day of the revelation of the righteous judg¬ 
ment of God. (o) 

2. That the entire histories of the past ages, 
from the days of Adam till now, do snow, that 
almighty God has ever exercised his power over 
mankind, and that without giving them an im¬ 
mediate account of the reasons of such his con¬ 
duct; and that withal the best and wisest men of 
all ages. Heathens as well as Jews and Chris¬ 
tians, Marcus Antonius as well as the patriarch 
Abraham and St. Paul, have ever humbly sub¬ 
mitted themselves to this conduct of the divine 
providence, and always confessed that they were 
obliged to the undeserved goodness and mercy 
of God for every enjoyment, but could not de¬ 
mand any of them oi his justice, no, not so much 
as the continuance of that life whereto those en¬ 
joyments do appertain. When God was pleased 
to sweep the wicked race of men away by a 
flood, the young innocent infants as well as the 
guilty old sinners; when he was pleased to short¬ 
en the lives of men after the flood, and still down¬ 
ward till the days of David and Solomon; when 
he was pleased to destroy impure Sodoiu and Go¬ 
morrah by fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
to extirpate the main body of the Amorites out of 
the land of Canaan, as soon as their iniquities t cere 
full , ( p ) and in these instances included the youn<£ 
innocent infants, together with the old hardened 
sinners; when God was pleased to send an an¬ 
gel, and by him to destroy 185,000 Assyrians, (the 
number attested to by Berosus the Chaldean, as 
well as by our own Bibles,) in the days of Heze- 
kiah, most of whom seem to have had no other 
peculiar guilt upon them than that common to 
soldiers in war, of obeying, without reserve, their 
king Sennacherib, his generals and captains; and 
when at the plague of Athens, London, Mar¬ 
seilles, &c. so many thousand righteous men and 
women with innocent babes, were swept away 
on a sudden by a fatal contagion; I do not re¬ 
member that sober men have complained that 
God dealt unjustly wfitb such his creatures, in 

(m) Gen. xxii. 15—IS. (n) Wisd. xi. 24. 

(o) Rom. ii. 5. (p) Gen. xv. 16. 
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those to us seemingly severe dispensations, nor 
are we certain when any such seemingly severe 
dispensations are really such, nor do we know 
but shortening the lives of men may sometimes 
be the greatest blessing to them, and prevent or 
put a stop to those courses of gross wickedness 
which might bring them to a greater misery in 
the world to come: nor is it lit for such poor, 
weak, and ignorant creatures as we are, in the pre¬ 
sent state, to call our almighty, and all-wise, and 
all-good Creator and Benefactor, to an account, 
upon any such occasions; since we cannot but ac¬ 
knowledge that it is He that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves ; (q) that we are nothing, and 
have nothing of ourselves, independent of him; 
but that all we are, all we have, and all we hope for, 
is derived from him, from his free and undeserv¬ 
ed bounty, which therefore he may justly take 
from us in what way soever, and whensoever he 
pleases; all wise and good men still saying in 
such cases, with the pious Psalmist, xxxix. 9, “ I 
was dumb, I opened not my mouth, because thou 
didst it;” and with patient Job, i. 21, ii. 10, “ Shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall 
not we receive evil 1 The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” If, therefore, this shortening or taking 
away the lives of men be an objection against 
any divine command for that purpose, it is full as 
strong against the present system of the world, 
against the conduct of divine providence in 
general, and against natural religion, which is 
founded on the justice of that providence, and is 
no way peculiar to revealed religion, or to the fact 
of Abraham now before us. Nor is this case 
much different from what was soon after the 
days of Abraham thoroughly settled, after Job 
and his friends’ debates, by the inspiration of 
Elihu, and the determination of God himself, 
where the divine providence was at length tho¬ 
roughly cleared and justified before all the world, 
as it will be, no question, more generally cleared 
and justified at the final judgment. 

3. That till this profane age, it has also, I think, 
been universally allowed by all sober men, that 
a command of God, when sutficiently made known 
to be so, is abundant authority for the taking 
away the life of any person whomsoever. I doubt 
both ancient and modern princes, generals of ar¬ 
mies, and judges, even those of the best reputa¬ 
tion also, have ventured to take many men’s 
lives away upon much less authority; nor in¬ 
deed do the most sceptical of the moderns care 
to deny this authority directly; they rather take 
a method of objecting somewhat more plausible, 
though it amount to much the same; they say 
that the apparent disagreement of any command 
to the moral attributes of God, such as this of the 
slaughter of an only child seems plainly to be, 
will be a greater evidence that such command 
does not come from God, than any pretended re¬ 
velation can be that it does. But as to this mat¬ 
ter, although divine revelations have now so long 
ceased, that we are not well acquainted with the 
manner of conveying such revelations with cer¬ 
tainty to men, and by consequence the apparent 
disagreement of a command with the moral at¬ 
tributes of God, ought at present generally, if 
not constantly, to deter men from acting upon 
such a pretended revelation, vet there was no 
such uncertainty in the days of the old prophets 
of God, or of Abraham, the friend of God, (r) 
who are ever found to have had an entire cer¬ 
tainty of those their revelations: and what evi¬ 
dently shows they were not deceived, is this, 
that the events and consequences of things after¬ 
wards always corresponded, and secured them of 
the truth of such divine revelations. Tims the 
first miraculous voice from heaven, ($) calling to 
Abraham not to execute this commaud, and the 
performance of those eminent promises made by 
(?) Psal. c. 3. (r) Isaiah xli. P. 

(i) Gen. xxil. 11,12. (0 Gen. xxii. 17, 18. 


the second voice, ( t ) on account of his obedience 
to that command, are demonstrations that Abra¬ 
ham’s commission for what he did was truly di¬ 
vine, and are an entire justification of his con¬ 
duct in this matter. The words of the first voice 
from heaven will come hereafter to be set down 
in a fitter place; but the glorious promises made 
to Abraham’s obedience by the second voice, 
must here be produced from verse 15—18. 41 And 
the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out 
of heaven the second time, and said. By myself 
have I sworn, saith the Lord; for because thou 
hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son, from me, that in blessing I 
will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 
thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand 
which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall 
possess the gate of his enemies: and in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, be¬ 
cause thou hast obeyed my voice.” Every one 
of which promises have been eminently fulfilled; 
and, what is chiefly remarkable, the last and 
principal of them, that in Abraham's SEED all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed, was never 
promised till this time. It had been twice pro¬ 
mised him, chap. xii. ver. 3, and xviii. 18, that in 
himself should the families of the earth be blessed, 
but that this blessing was to belong to future 
times, aud to be bestowed by the means of one 
of his late posterity, the Messias, that great Seed 
and Son of Abraham only, was never revealed 
before; but, on such an amazing instance of his 
faith and obedience, as was this his readiness to 
offer up his only begotten son Isaac, was now 
first promised, and has been long ago performed, 
in the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Da¬ 
vid, the Son of Abraham, (u) which highly de¬ 
serves our observation in this place; nor can we 
suppose that any thing else than clear conviction 
that this commaud came from God, could induce 
so good a man, and so tender a father as Abraham 
was, to sacrifice his own beloved son, and to lose 
thereby all the comfort he received from him at 
present, and all the expectation he had of a nu¬ 
merous and happy posterity from him hereafter. 

4. That long before the days of Abraham, the 
demons or heathen gods had required and re¬ 
ceived human sacrifices, and particularly that of 
the offerer's own children, and this both before 
and after the deluge. This practice had been 
indeed so long left off in Egypt, aud the custom 
of sacrificing animals there was confined to so 
few kinds in the days of Herodotus, that they 
would not believe they had ever offered human 
sacrifices at all; for he says, (v) “That the fable 
as if Hercules was sacrificed to Jupiter in Egypt 
was feigned by the Greeks, who were entirely 
unacquainted with the nature of the Egyptians 
and their laws; for how should they sacrifice 
men, with whom it is unlawful to sacrifice any 
brute beast? (boars, aod bulls, and pure calves, 
and ganders, only excepted.”) However, it is 
evident from Sanchoniatho, Manetho, Pausanias, 
Diodorus Siculus, Philo, Plutarch, and Porphyry, 
that such sacrifices were frequent both in P)me- 
uicia and Egypt, and that long before the days 
of Abraham, as Sir John Marsham and Bishop 
Cumberland have fully proved; nay, that in 
other places, (though not in Egypt,) this cruel 
practice continued long after Abraham, and this 
till the very third, if not also the fifth century of 
Christianity, before it was quite abolished. Take 
the words of the original authors in English, as 
most of them occur in the originals, in Sir John 
Marsham’s Chronicum, p. 76—78, 200—301. 

“ (w) Chronns offered up his only begotten son 
as aournt offering, to his father Ouranus, when 
there was a famine and a pestilence.” 

“ (x) Chronns, whom the Phoenicians named 
Israel, [it should be 77,] and who was after his 
death consecrated unto the star Saturn, when he 
(u) Matih. i.l. (») Ap. Marsh.Chron.p.303 

(to) Philo. Bib. ex Sanc.p.TG. (z) Philo. Bib. ex Sanc.p.77 
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was king of the countiy, and had by a nymph of 
that country, named Anobret, an only begotten 
son, whom, on that account, they called Jeud, 
(the Phoenicians to this day calling an only be¬ 
gotten son by that name,) he, in his dread ol very 
great dangers that lay upon the country from 

war, adorned his son with royal apparel, and 
built an altar and offered him in sacrifice.” 

“ (y)The Phoenicians, when they were in great 
dangers by war, by famine, or by pestilence, sa¬ 
crificed to Saturn one of the dearest of their peo¬ 
ple, whom they chose by public suffrage for that 
purpose. And Sanchomatho’s Phoenician history 
is full of such sacrifices. [These hitherto I take 
to have been before the flood.”] 

“ (z) In'Arabia the Dumatii sacrificed a child 
every year.” 

“ (a) They relate, that of old the [Egyptian] 
kings sacrificed such men as were of the same 
color with Typho at the sepulchre of Osiris.” 

“ (6) Manetho relates, that they burnt Typho- 
nean men alive in the city Idithya, [or Ilithya,] 
and scattered their ashes like chaff that is win¬ 
nowed; and this was done publicly, and at a set 
season in the dog-days.” 

“ (c) The barbarous nations did a long time ad¬ 
mit of the slaughter of children, as of a holy 
practice, and acceptable to the gods. And this 
thing both private persons, and kings, and entire 
nations, practise at proper seasons.” 

“ ( d ) The human sacrifices that were enjoined 
by the Dodonean oracle, mentioned in Pausanias’s 
Achaics, in the tragical story of Coresus and Cal- 
lirrhoe, sufficiently intimate that the Phoenician 
and Egyptian priests had set up this Dodonean 
oracle before the time of Amosis, who destroyed 
that barbarous practice in Egypt.” 

- Isque adytis hcec tristia dicta reportat: 

Sanguine placastis vcntos , et virgine ccesa , 

Cum primum Iliacas , Danai,venistis ad oras; 
Sanguine qucerendi reditus , animaque litandum 
Argolica . (e) 

-He from the gods this dreadful answer brought, 

O Grecians, when the Trojan shores you sought, 
Your passage with a virgin’s blood was bought; 

So must your safe return be bought again, 

A nd Grecian blood once more atone the main.— Dryd. 
These bloody sacrifices were, for certain, in¬ 
stances of the greatest degree of impiety, tyran¬ 
ny, and cruelty, in the world, that either wicked 
demons, or ivicked men, who neither made nor 
preserved mankind, who had therefore no right 
over them, nor were they able to make them 
amends in the next world tor what they thus lost 
or suffered in this, should, after so inhuman a 
manner, command the taking away the lives of 
men, and particularly of the^offerer’s own chil¬ 
dren, without the commission of any crime. This 

was, I think, an abomination derived from him 
who was a murderer from the beginning; (f) a 
crime truly and properly diabolical. 

5. That, accordingly, Almighty God himself, 
under the Jewish dispensation, vehemently con¬ 
demned the Pagans, and sometimes the Jews 
themselves, for this crime: and for this, and 
other heinous sins, cast the idolatrous nations 
(nay, sometimes the Jews too) out of Palestine. 
Take the principal texts hereto relating, as they 
lie in order in the Old Testament. 

“ (g) Thou slialt not let any of thy seed pass 
through the fire to Molech. Defile not yourselves 
in any of these things, for in all these the nations 
are defiled which I cast out before you,” &e. 

“ (h) Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, 
or of the. strangers that sojourn in Israel, that 
giveth any of his seed unto Molech, he shall sure¬ 
ly be put to death; the people of the land shall 
stone nirn with stones.” 

(y) Porphyry, p. 77. (:) Porphyry, p. 77. 

(a) Diod. p. 78. ( b) Plutarch, p. 78. 

(c) Nonnulliap.Pbilo.p.7(). ( d ) Cumberl. Sancli. p 376. 
(e) Virg.Ain. B. ii.ver.115. (/) Jobnviii. 44. 

(#) Lev. xviii. 21, 34. (A) Lev. xx. 2. 
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“Take heed to thyself, that thou be not snared 
by following the nations, after that they be de¬ 
stroyed from before thee; and that thou inquire 
not after their gods, saying, How did these na¬ 
tions serve their gods? even so will I do like¬ 
wise. Thou 9halt not do so unto the Lord thy 
God; for every abomination of the Lord, whicn 
he hateth, have they done unto their gods, for 
even their sons and their daughters have they 
burnt in the fire to their gods.” See Deut. xii. 
30, 31; chap, xviii. 18; 2 Kings xvii. 17. 

“ (i) And Ahaz made his son to pass through 
the fire, according to the abominations of tne 
heathen, whom the Lord cast out before the chil¬ 
dren of Israel.” 

“ ( k ) Moreover, Ahaz burnt incense in the val¬ 
ley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his children 
[his son in Josephus] in the fire, after the abomi¬ 
nations of the heathen, whom the Lord had cast 
out before the children of Israel.” 

“ (/) And the Sepharvites burnt their children 
in the fire to Adrarnmelech and Anamelech, the 
gods of Sepharvaim,” &c. 

“ ( m) And Josiah defiled Tophet, which is in 
the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no 
man might make his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire unto Molech.” 

“ (n) Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters unto demons, and shed innocent blood, 
the blood of their sons and of their daughters, 
whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan, 
and the land was polluted with blood.” See Isa. 
lvii. 5. 

“ (o) The children of Judah have done evil in 
my sight, saith the Lord: they have set their 
abominations in the house which is called by ray 
name to pollute it: and they have huilt the high 
places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the 
son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their 
daughters in the fire, which I commanded them 
not, neither came it into my heart.” 

“ ( p ) Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God ot 
Israel, Behold I will bring evil upon this place, 
the which whosoever heareth, his eais shall tin¬ 
gle, because they have forsaken me, and have 
estranged this place, and have burned incense 
unto other gods, whom neither they nor their 
fathers have known, nor the kings of Judah, and 
have filled this place with the blood of innocents. 
They have built also the high places of Baal, to 
burn their sons with fire, for burnt-offerings unto 
Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, nei¬ 
ther came it into my mind.”&c. 

“ (q) They built the high places of Baal, which 
are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause 
their sons and their daughters to pass through 
the fire unto Molech, which I commanded them 
not, neither came it into my mind that they 
should do this abomination to cause Juda'h to sin.” 

“ (r) Moreover, thou hast taken thy sons and 
thy daughters, whom thou hast born unto me, 
and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to be 
devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a small mat¬ 
ter, that thou hast slain my children, and deliver¬ 
ed them to cause them to pass through the fire 
for them?” See chap. xx. 26; 1 Cor. x. 20. 

“ ( 5 ) Thou hatedst the old inhabitants of thy 
holy land for doing most odious works of witch¬ 
craft and wicked sacrifices; and also those mer¬ 
ciless murderers of children, and devourers of 
man’s llesh, and the feasts of blood, with their 
priests out of the midst of their idolatrous crew, 
and the parents that killed with their own hands 
souls destitute of help.” 

t>. That Almighty God never permitted, in any 
one instance, that such n human sacrifice should 
actually be offered to himself, (though he had a 
right to have required it, if lie had so pleased,) 


(i) 2 Kings xvi. 3. 

(/) 2 Kings xvii. 31. 
in) Psal. cvi. 37, 38. 
(p) Jer. xix. 3—5. 

(r) Ezek. xvi. 20,21, 


(k) 2 Chron. xxviii. 3. 
(m) 2 Kings xxiii. 10. 
( 0 ) Jer. vii. 30—32. 
iq) Jer. xxxii. 35. 

(s) Wisdom xii. 4—6. 
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under the whole Jewish dispensation, which yet 
was full of many other kinds of sacrifices, and 
this at a time when mankind generally thought 
such sacrifices of the greatest virtue for the pro¬ 
curing pardon of sin and the divine favor; this 
the ancient records of the heathen world attest. 
Take their notion in the words of Philo Byblius, 
the translator of Sanchoniatho: (<) “ It was the 
custom of the ancients, in the greatest calami¬ 
ties and dangers, for the governors of the citv or 
nation, in order to avert the destruction of all, to 
devote their beloved son to be slain, as a price of 
redemption to the punishing [or avenging] de¬ 
mons: and those so devoted were killed alter a 
mystical manner.” This the history of the king 
of Moab, ( u) when he was in great distress in his 
war against Israel and Judah, informs us of; who 
“ then took his eldest son, that should have reign¬ 
ed in his stead, and offered him for a burnt-offer- 
ing upon the city wall.” This also the Jewish 
prophet Micah (v) implies, when he inquires, 
“Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and 
bow myself before the high God? Shall I come 
before him with burnt-offerings, with calves of a 
year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thou¬ 
sands of rams, with ten thousands of fat kids of 
the goats? Shall I give my first-born for my 
trangression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul?” No, certainly, “ For he hath showed 
thee, O man, what is good ; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee but to do justly,and to love mercy, 
and to humble thyself to walk with thy God?” 

It is true, God did here try the faith and obe¬ 
dience of Abraham to himself, whether they 
were as strong as the Pagans exhibited to their 
demons or idols, yet did he witbal take effectual 
care, and that by a miraculous interposition also, 
to prevent the execution, and provide himself a 
ram, as a vicarious substitute, to supply the place 
of Isaac immediately : (w ) “ And the angel of the 
Lord called unto Abraham, and said, Abraham, 
Abraham; and he said, Here am I. And he said, 
Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou 
any thing unto him; for now 1 know that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son, from me. And Abraham lift¬ 
ed up his eyes, and looked, and behold, a ram 
caugnt in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham, 
went and took the ram, and offered him up for a 
burnt-offering in the stead of his son.” Thus 
though Jephthah (a?) has, by many, been thought 
to have vowed to offer up his only daughter and 
child for a. sacrifice, and that as bound on him, 
upon supposition of his vow, by a divine law, 
Lev. xxvii. 28, 29, of which opinion 1 was once 
myself; yet, upon more mature consideration, l 
have, for some time, thought this to he a mis¬ 
take, and that this vow extended only to her 
being devoted to serve God at the tabernacle, or 
elsewhere, in a state of perpetual virginity; and 
that neither that law did enjoin any human sa¬ 
crifices, nor do we meet with any example of its 
execution in this sense afterward. Philo never 
mentions nnv such law no more than Josephus; 
and when Josephus had thought that Jephthah 
had made «uch u vow, and executed it, he is so 
far from hinting at its being clone in compliance 
with any law of God, that he expressly condemns 
him for it, as having acted contrary thereto; or 
in his own words, (y) ‘‘as having offeree^ an ob¬ 
lation neither contormable to the law, nor ac¬ 
ceptable to God, nor weighing with himself 
what opinion the hearers would have of such a 
practice.” 

7. That Isaac being at this time, according to 
Josephus, (z ) who is herein justly followed by 
Arcnb. Usher, (a) no less than twenty-five years 
of age, and Abraham being, by consequence, one 
hundred and twenty-five, it is not to be supposed 

(t) Ap. Maish, p. 70. 77. (u) 2 Kings iii. 27. 

Micah vi. 6—8. (tc) Gen. xxii. 11—13. 

(ij Judges xi. 30—39. (y) Antiq. B. v. ch. vii.scc.10. 

(z) Antiq. B. i. chap. xiii. (a) Ush.Annal.ad..#..,tf.2133. 


that Abraham could bind Isaac, in order to offer 
him in sacrifice, but by his own free consent; 
which free consent of the party who Is to be 
offered seems absolutely necessary in all such 
cases: and which free consent St. Clement, as 
well as Josephus, distinctly takes notice of on 
this occasion. St. Clement describes it thus; 

“ (6) Isaac being fully persuaded of \\ hat he knew 
was to come, cheerfully yielded himself up for a 
sacrifice.” And for Josepnus, (c) after introducing 
Abraham in a pathetic speech, laying before Isaac 
the divine command, and exhorting him patiently 
and joy fully to submit to it, he tells us, that “ Isaac 
very cheerfully consented;” and then introduces 
him as giving a short, but very pious answer, ac¬ 
quiescing in the proposal; and adds, that “he 
then immediately and readily went to the altar 
to be sacrificed.” Nor did Jephthah ( d ) perform 
his rash vow, whatever it were, till his daugh¬ 
ter had given her consent to it. 

8. It appears to me that Abraham never de¬ 
spaired entirely of the interposition of Providence 
for the preservation of Isaac, although in obe¬ 
dience to the command be prepared to sacrifice 
him to God. This seems to me intimated in 
Abraham’s words to his servants on the third 
day, when he was in sight of the mountain on 
which he was to offer his son Isaac; (e) “We 
will go and worship, and we will come again to 
vou.” As also in his answer to his son, when he 
inquired, “Behold the tire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?” And 
Abraham said, “My son, God will provide him¬ 
self a lamb for a burnt-offering.” Both these 
passages look to me, somewhat Tike such an ex¬ 
pectation. However, 

9. It appears most evident, that Abraham, and 
I suppose Isaac also, firmly believed, that if God 
should permit Isaac to be actually slain as a sa¬ 
crifice, he would certainly and speedily raise him 
again from the dead. This, to be sure, is suppo¬ 
sed in the words already quoted, that both “ he 
and his son would go and worship, and come 
again to the servants:” and is clearly and justly 
collected from this history by the author to the 
Hebrews, chap. xi. 17, 18, 19. “By faith Abra¬ 
ham when he was tried offered up fsaac, and he 
that had received the promises offered up his 
only begotten, of whom it was said, that in Isaac 
shall thy seed be called; accounting, or reason¬ 
ing, that God was able to raise him from the dead.” 
And this reasoning was at once very’ obvious, and 
wholly undeniable; that since God was truth it¬ 
self, and had over and over promised that he 
would “(f) multiply Abraham exceedingly; that 
he should be a father of many nations; that 
his name should be no longer Abram, but Abra¬ 
ham, because a father of many nations God had 
made him, &c.; that Sarai his wife should be call¬ 
ed Sarah ; that he would bless her, and give Abra¬ 
ham a son also of her; and that he would bless 
him, and she should become nations, and kings of 
people should be of her, Arc.; and that (g) in Isaac 
should his seed be called.” And since withal it 
is here supposed, that Isaac was to be slain as a 
sacrifice, before he was married, or had any seed, 
God was, for certain, obliged by his promises, in 
these circumstances, to raise Isaac again from the 
dead; and this was an eminent instance of that 
faith whereby “(h) Abraham believed God, and 
it was imputed to him for righteousness,” viz. that 
if God should permit Isaac to be sacrificed, he 

, would certainly and quickly raise him up again 
from the dead, (i)“from whence also he received 
him in a figure, ” as the author to the Hebrews 
here justly observes. 

10. That the firm and just foundation of Abra¬ 

ham’s faith and assurance in God for such a re¬ 
surrection, was this, besides the general conside¬ 
rs) 1 Clem. sect. 31. (e) Antiq. B. i. ch.xiii.sec.3 

d Judges xi. 30, 37. (c) Gen. xxii. 5, 7. 

If) (ion. xvii. 2—0,16. (g) Gen. xxi. 12. 

(A) Gca. xv. 6. (i) Hob xi. 19. 
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ration of the divine veracity, that during- the 
whole time of his sojourning in strange countries, 
in Canaan and Egypt, ever since he had been 
called out of Chaldea or Mesopotamia at seventy- 
five years of age, he had (A;) had constant expe¬ 
rience of a special, of an overruling, of a kind 
and gracious providence over him, till this his 
125th year, which against all human views had 
continually blessed him, and enriched him, and, 
in his elder age, had given him first Ishmael by 
Hagar, and afterwards promised him Isaac to (/) 
spring from his own body now dead, (m) and from 
the deadness of Sarah’s womb, when she was past 
age, and w'hen it ceased to be with Sarah after 
the manner of women, (n) and had actually per¬ 
formed that and every other promise, how impro-. 
bable soever that performance had appeared, he 
had ever made to him, and this during fifty entire 
years together; so that although at his first exit 
out of Chaldea, or Mesopotamia, he might have 
been tempted to stagger at such a promise of God 
through unbelief, (o) yet might he now, after fif¬ 
ty years’ constant experience, be justly “strong 
in faith, giving glory to God; as being fully per¬ 
suaded, inat what God had promised,” the resur¬ 
rection of Isaac, “ he was both able and willing 
to perform.” 

11. That this assurance, therefore, that God, if 
he permitted Isaac to be slain, would infallibly 
raise him again from the dead, entirely alters the 
state of the case of Abraham’s sacrificing Isaac to 
the true God, from that of all other human sacri¬ 
fices whatsoever offered to false ones, all those 
others being done without the least promise or 
prospect of such a resurrection; and this indeed 
takes away all pretence of injustice in the divine 
command, as well as of all inhumanity or cruelty 
in Abraham’s obedience to it. 

12 . That, upon the whole, this command to 
Abraham, and what followed upon it, looks so 
very like an intention of God to typify or repre¬ 
sent beforehand in Isaac, “ a beloved,” or “ only 
begotten son,” what was to happen long after¬ 
ward to the great “Son and Seed of Abraham,” 
the Messiah, the beloved and “ the only begotten 
of the Father, whose day Abraham saw by faith 
beforehand, and tejoiceif to see it,” ( p ) viz. that 
“ he by the determinate counsel and foreknow¬ 
ledge of God should be crucified and slain,” ( 9)1 as 
a sacrifice, and should “be raised again the third 
day,” and this at Jerusalem also; and that in 
the mean time, God would accept of the sacri¬ 
fices of rams, and the like animals, at the same 
city Jerusalem, that one cannot easily avoid the 
application. This seems the reason why Abra¬ 
ham was obliged to go to the land of Moriah, or 
Jerusalem, and why it is noted, that it was “ the 
third day” (r) that he came to the place, which 
implies that the return back, after the slaying of 
the sacrifice, would naturally be “ the third clay” 
also: and why this sacrifice was not Ishmael 
“the son of the flesh” only, but Isaac the son by 

f romise, (s) the beloved son of Abraham, and why 
sane was styled the only son, or only begotten 
son of Abraham, though he had Ishmael besides; 
and why Isaac himself was to bear the wood 
or. which he was to be sacrificed; (f) and why 
the place was no other than the land of Moriah, (u) 
or vision, i. e. most probably a place where the 
Shechinah or Messiah had been seen, and God 
by him worshipped, even before the days of Abra¬ 
ham, and where lately lived, and perhaps now 
lived Melchisedek, the grand type of the Mes¬ 
siah, (who might then possibly Se present at the 
sacrifice,) and why this sacrifice was to be offered 
either on the mountain called afterward distinctly 
Moriah, where the temple stood, and where all 
the Mosaic sacrifices were afterward to be offer- 
«d, as Josephus (t>) and the generality suppose, 


(A) Gen. xii. 4. 

(1) Rom. iv. 19. 

(m) Heb. xi. 11. 

ni) Gen. xviii. 11. 

( 0 ) Rom. iv. 20, 21. 

fpj John viii. 50. 

( 9 ) Acta ii. 23. 

(r) Gen. xxii. 2, 4. 


or perhaps, as others suppose, that where the 
Messiah himself was to he offered, its neighbor 
mount Calvary. This seems also the reason why 
the ram was substituted as a vicarious sacrifice 
instead of Isaac. These circumstances seem to 
me very peculiar and extraordinary, and to ren¬ 
der the present hypothesis extremely probable. 
Nor perhaps did St. Clement mean any thing 
else, when in his forecited passage, he says, that 
“ Isaac was fully persuaded of what he knew 
was to come,” and therefore “cheerfully yield¬ 
ed himself up for a sacrifice.” Nor indeed does 
that name of this place, Jehovah-Jireh, which 
continued till the days of Moses, and signified, 
God will see, or rather God will provide, seem to 
be given it by Abraham, on any other account, 
than that God would there, in the fulness of time, 
“provide himself a lamb [that Lamb of God (w) 
which was to take away the sins of the world] for a 
burnt-offering.” 

But now, if, after all, it be objected that how 
peculiar, and how typical soever tne circumstances 
of Abraham and Isaac might be in themselves, 
of which the heathens about them could have lit¬ 
tle notion, yet such a divine command to Abra¬ 
ham for slaying his beloved son Isaac, must how¬ 
ever be of very ill example to the Gentile world, 
and that it probably did either first occasion, or 
at least greatly encourage their wicked practices 
in offering their children for sacrifices to their 
idols, I answer by the next consideration: 

13. That this objection is so far from truth, that 
God’s public and miraculous prohibition of the 
execution of this command to Abraham, (which 
command itself the Gentiles would not then at all 
be surprised at, because it was so like to their own 
usual practices,) as well as God’s substitution of 
a vicarious oblation, seems to have been the very 
occasion of the immediate abolition, of those im¬ 
pious sacrifices by Tethniosis or Amosis, among 
the neighboring Egyptians, and of the substitu¬ 
tion of more inoffensive ones there instead of them. 
Take the account of this abolition, which we shall 

resently prove was about the time of Abra- 

am’s offering up his son Isaac, as it is preserv¬ 
ed by Porphyry, from Manetho,the famous Egyp¬ 
tian historian and chronologer, which is also ci¬ 
ted from Porphyry, by Eusebius and Theodoret: 
“ Amosis, (a’) says Porphyry, abolished the law 
for slaying of men in Heliopolis of Egypt, as 
Manetho bears witness in his oook of Antiquity 
and Piety. They were sacrificed to Juno, and 
were examined, as were the pure calves, that 
were also sealed with them; they were sacrificed 
three in a day. Iti whose stead Amosis com¬ 
manded that men of wax, of the same number, 
should be substituted.” 

Now I have lately shown, that these Egyptians 
had Abraham in great veneration, and that all 
the wisdom of those Egyptians , in which -Moses 
was aj'tertvard learned, was derived from no other 
than from Abrnham. Now it appears evidently 
by the forecited passage, that the first abolition 
of these human sacrifices, and the substitution 
of waxen images in their stead, and particularly 
at Heliopolis, in the northeast part of Egypt, in 
the neighborhood of Beersheba, in the south of 
Palestine, where Abraham now lived, at the dis¬ 
tance of about a hundred and twenty miles only, 
was, in the days, and by the order of Tethniosis 
or Amosis, w’ho was the first of the Egyptian 
kings, after the expulsion of the Phoenician shep¬ 
herds. Now therefore we are to inquire, when 
this Tethniosis or Amosis lived, and compare his 
time with the time of the sacrifice ot Isaac. 
Now', if we look into my chronological table, pub¬ 
lished A. D. 1721, w r e shall find that the hundred 
and twenty-fifth year of Abraham, or which is 
all one, the.twentj'-fifth year of Isaac, falls into 

( 3 ) Heb. xi. 17. (t) Gon. xxii. 6 . 

(w) John xix. 17. (r) Aniiq. If. i. ch. xiii.sec.2L 

( 10 ) John i. 29. ( 1 ) Marsh, p. 301. 
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A. M. 2573, or into the thirteenth yenr of Teth- 
mosis or Amosis, which is the very middle erf his 
twenty-five years’ reign; so that this abolition of 
human sacrifices in Egypt, and substitution of 
others in their room, seems to have been occa¬ 
sioned by the solemn prohibition of such a sacri¬ 
fice in the case of Abraham, and by the following 
substitution of a ram in its stead: which account 


of this matter not only takes away the ground¬ 
less suspicions of the moderns, but shows the 
great seasonableness of the divine prohibition of 
the execution of this command to Abraham, as 
probably the direct occasion of putting a stop to 
the barbarity of the Egyptians in offering human 
sacrifices, and that for many if not for all gene¬ 
rations afterward. 


DISSERTATION III. 


Tacitus’s Accounts of the Origin of the Jewish Nation, and of the Particulars of the last Jewish War; that 
the former was probably written in opposition to Josephus’s Antiquities, and that the latter was for certain 
almost all directly taken from Josephus’s History of the Jewish War. 


SINCE Tacitus, the famous Roman historian, 
who has written more largely and professedly 
nbout the origin of the Jewish nation, about the 
chorography of Judea, and the last Jewish war 
under Cestius, Vespasian, and Titus, than any oth¬ 
er old Roman historian; and since both Josephus 
and Tacitus were in favor with the same Ro¬ 
man Emperors, Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian; 
and since Tacitus was an eminent pleader and 
writer of history at Rome, during the time, or 
not long after our Josephus had been there study¬ 
ing the Greek language, reading the Greek 
books, and writing his own works in the same 
Greek language, which language was almost 
universally known at Rome in that age; and 
since therefore it is next to impossible to suppose 
that Tacitus could be unacquainted with the wri¬ 
tings of Josephus, it cannot but be highly proper 
to compare tneir accounts of Judea, of the Jews, 
and of Jewish affairs, together. Nor is it other 
than a very surprising paradox to me, how it has 
been possible lor learned men, particularly for 
the several learned editors of Josephus and Ta¬ 
citus, to be so very silent about this matter as 
they have hitherto been, especially when not 
only the correspondence of the authors as to 
time and place, but the likeness of the subject 
matter, and circumstances, is so very remarka¬ 
ble: nay, indeed, since many of the particular 
facts belonged peculiarly to the region of Judea, 
and to the Jewish nation, and are such as could 
hardly be taken by a foreigner from any other 
author than from our Josephus, this strange si¬ 
lence is almost unaccountable, if not inexcusable. 
The two only other writers whom we know of, 
whence such Jewish affairs might be supposed to 
be taken by Tacitus, who never appears to have 
been in Judea himself, are Justus of Tiberias, a 
Jewish historian, cotemporary with Josephus, 
and one Antonius Julianus, once mentioned by 
Minutius Felix, in his Octavius, sect. 33, as ha¬ 
ving written on the same subject with Josephus, 
and both already mentioned by me on another 
occasion, Dissert. I. As to Justus of Tiberias, 
he could not be the historian whence Tacitus took 
his Jewish affairs, because, as we have seen in 
the place just cited, the principal passage in Ta¬ 
citus of that nature, concerning Christ, and his 
sufferings under the emperor Tiberius, and by 
his procurator Pontius Pilate, was not there, as 
we know from the testimony of Photius, Cod. 
xxx. And as to Antonins Julianus his very 
name allows him to have been not a Jew, but a 
Roman, lie is never mentioned by Josephus, 
and so probably knew no more of the country or 
affairs of Judea than Tncitus himself. He was, I 
suppose, rather an epitomizer of Jose phus, nnd 
not so early as Tacitus, than an original historian 
himself before him. Nor could so exact a writer 
os Tacitus ever take up with such poor and al¬ 
most unknown historians as these were, while 
Josephus’s seven books of the Jewish War were 
then so common; were in such great reputation 
at Rome; were attested to, and recommended 

(y) Most of these stories are so entirely groundless, and 
■o contradictory to ono another, that they do not dcsorvo 


by Vespasian and Titus, the emperors, by king 
Agrippa, and king Archelaus, and Herod, king 
ol Chalcis; and he was there honored with a 
statue: and these his books were deposited at 
the public library at Rome, as we know from Jo¬ 
sephus himself, from Eusebius, and Jerome, while 
we never heard of any other of the Jews that 
had then and there any such attestations or re¬ 
commendations. Some things indeed Tacitu 9 
might take from the Roman records of this war, 
I mean from the commentaries of Vespasian, 
which are mentioned by Josephus himself, in his 
own Life, sect. 65, and some others from the re¬ 
lations of Roman people, where the affairs of 
Rome were concerned; as also other affairs might 
be remembered by old officers and soldiers that 
had been in the Jewish war. Accordingly, I still 
suppose that Tacitus had some part of his infor¬ 
mation these ways, and particularly where ho a 
little differs from, or makes additions to Josephus; 
but then, as this will all reach no further than 
three or four years during this war, so will it by- 
no means account for that abridgement of the geo¬ 
graphy of the country, and entire series of the 
principal facts of history thereto relating, which 
are in Tacitus, from the days of Antiochus Epi- 
phancs, 240 years before the war, with which 
Antiochus, both Josephus and Tacitus begin their 
distinct histories of tne Jews, preparatory to the 
history of this last war. Nor could Tacitus take 
the greatest part of those earlier facts belonging 
to the Jewish nation from the days of Moses, or 
to Christ and Christians in the days of Tiberius, 
from Roman anthors; of which Jewish and Chris¬ 
tian affairs those authors had usually very little 
knowledge, and which the heathens generally did 
grossly pervert and shamefully falsify; and this 
is so true as to Tacitus’s own accounts of the ori¬ 
gin of the Jewish nation, that the reader may al¬ 
most take it for a constant rule, that when Taci¬ 
tus contradicts Josephus’s Jewish Antiquities, lie 
either tells direct falsehoods, or truths so misera¬ 
bly disguised, as renders them little better than 
falsehoods, and hardly ever lights upon any thing 
relating to them that is true and solid, but when 
the same is in those Antiquities at this day, of 
which matters more will be said in the notes on 
this history immediately following. 

History of the Jews.— Book V. Chap. II. 

SINCE we are now going to relate the final pe¬ 
riod of this famous city [Jerusalem,] it seems 

□ wr to give an account ol its original, (y)—The 
ition is, that the Jews ran away from the 
island of Crete, and settled themselves on the 
coast of Libya, and this at the time when Saturn 
was driven out of his kingdom by the power of 
Jupiter: an argument for it is fetched from their 
name. The mountain Ida is famous in Crete, 
and the neighboring inhabitants are named Idaei, 
which, with a barbarous augment, becomes the 
name of Judaei [Jews.] Some say they were a 
people that were very numerous in Egypt under 
the reign of Isis, and that the Egyptians got free 
a serious confutation. It is strange Tacitus could per- 
suada himself thus crudely to set them down. 











DISSERTATION III. 


623 


from that burden, by sending them into*the adja¬ 
cent countries, under their captains Hierosoly- 
mus and Judas. The greatest part, say they, 
were those Ethiopians whom fear and hatred 
obliged to change their habitations, in the reign 
of king Cepheus.( 2 ) There are those who re- 

f >ort that they were Assyrians, who wanting 
ands got together, and obtained part of Egypt, 
and soon afterward settled themselves in cities 
of their own, in the land of the Hebrews, and the 
parts of Syria that lay nearest to them.(a) Others 
pretend their origin to be more eminent, and that 
the Solj'nti, a people celebrated in Homer’s po¬ 
ems, were the founders of this nation, and gave 
this their own name, Hierosotyma, to the city 
which they built there.(fi) 

Chap. III.] Many authors agree, that when 
once an infectious distemper was arisen in Egypt, 
and made men’s bodies impure, Bocchoris their 
king went to the oracle of [Jupiter] Hanmion, 
and begged he would grant him some relief 
against this evil; and that he was enjoined to 
purge his nation of them, and to banish this kind of 
men into other countries as hateful to the gods.(c) 
That when he had sought for, and gotten them 
all together, they were left in a vast desert: that 
hereupon the rest devoted themselves to weep¬ 
ing and inactivity; but one of those exiles, Moses 
by name, advised them to look for no assistance 
from any of the gods, or from any of mankind; 
since they had been abandoned by both, but bade 
them believe in him as in a celestial leader, ( d) 
by whose help they had already gotten clear of 
tneir present miseries. They agreed to it; and 
though they were unacquainted with every thing, 
they began their journey at random. But no¬ 
thing tired them so much as the want of water; 
and now they laid themselves down on the ground 
to a great extent, as just ready to perish, when 
an herd of wild asses came from feeding, and 
went to a rock overshadow'ed by a grove of trees. 
Moses followed them, as conjecturing that there 
was [thereabouts] some grassy soil, and so he 
opened large sources of water for them.(e) That 
was an ease to them; and when they had jour¬ 
neyed continually six entire days,(y) on the se¬ 
venth day they drove out the inhabitants, and 
obtained those lands wherein their city and tem¬ 
ple were dedicated. 

Chap. IV.] As forMoses, in order tosecure the 
nation firmly to himself, he ordained new rites, 
and such as were contrary to those of other men. 
All things are with them profane which with us 


are sacred; and again, those practices are allow¬ 
ed among them which are by us esteemed most 
abominable.(g) 

They place the image of that animal in their 
most holy places, by whose indication it was that 
they had escaped their wandering condition and 
their thirst. (h) 

They sacrifice the rams by way of reproach to 
[Jupiter] Hammon. An ox is also sacrificed, 
which the Egyptians worship under the name of 
Apis.(i; 

They abstain from swine’s flesh as a memori¬ 
al of that miserable destruction which the mange, 
to which that creature is liable, brought on them, 
and with which they had been defiled.(A:) 

That they had endured a long famine they at¬ 
test still by their frequent fastings.(Z) And that 
they stole the fruits of the earth, we have an 
argument from the bread of the Jews, which is 
unleavened, (m) 

It is generally supposed that they rest on the 
seventh day,(n) because that day gave them 
[the first] rest from their labors. Besides which 
they are idle on every seventh year, (o) as being 
pleased with a lazy life. Others say that they 
do honor thereby to Saturn; (p) or perhaps the 
Idifci gave them this part of their religion, who 
[as we said above] were expelled, together with 
Saturn, and who, as we nave been informed, 
were the founders of this nation; or else it was 
because the star Saturn moves in the highest 
orb, and of the seven planets exerts the principal 
part of that energy whereby mankind are go¬ 
verned; and indeed most of the 1 ♦avmly bodies 
exert their power, and perform their courses 
according to the number of seven, (q) 

Chap. V.] These rites, by what nmnnersoever 
they were first begun, are supported by their an¬ 
tiquity. (r) The rest of their institutions are 
awkward, (s) impure, andgot ground by their pra- 
vity; for every vile fellow, despising the rights 
of his forefathers, brought thither their tribute 
and contributions, by which means the Jewish 
commonwealth was augmented. And because 
among themselves there is an unalterable fideli¬ 
ty and kindness, always ready at hand, but bit¬ 
ter enmity towards all others; ( t) they are a peo¬ 
ple separated from others in their food, and in 
their oeds; though they be the lewdest nation 
upon earth, yet will they not corrupt foreign 
women, (u) though nothing be esteemed unlaw¬ 
ful among themselves, (v) 

They have ordained circumcision of the part 


( 2 ) One would wonder how Tacitus or any heathen 
could suppose the African Ethiopians under Ccpheus, 
who are known to be blacks, could be the parents of the 
Jews, who are known to he whites. ^ 

(a) This account comes nearest the truth ; and this Ta¬ 
citus might have from Josephus, only disguised by himself. 

(ft) This Taeitus might have out of Josephus, Antiq. B. 
vii. chap. iii. sect. 2. 

(c) Strange doctrine to Josephus! who truly observes 
on this occasion, that the gods are angry not at bodily im¬ 
perfections, but at wicked practices. Apion, B. i. sec. 28. 

(d) This believing in Moses, as in a celestial leader, 
seems a blind confession of Taeitus that Moses professed 
to have his laws from God. 

(e) This looks also like a plain confession of Tacitus, 
that Moses brought the Jews water out of a rock in great 
plenty, which ho might have from Josephus, Antiq. B. iii. 
ch- i. sect. 7. 

(/) Strange indeed! that (100,000 men should travel 
above 200 miles over the deserts of Arabia in six days, 
and conquer Judea the seventh. 

(g) This is not true in general, but only so far, that the 
Israelites were by circumcision and other rites to be kept 
separate from the wicked and idolatrous nations uboul 
them. 

(A) This strange story contradicts what the same Taci¬ 
tus will tell us presently, that when Pompev went into 
the holy of holies he found no image there. 

(i) These, are only guesses of Taeitus or of Ins heathen 
authors, hut no more. 

(A) Such memorials of what must have been very re¬ 
proachful, are strangers to the rest of mankind, and with¬ 
out any probability. 


(/) The Jews had but one solemn fast of old in the 
whole year, the great day of expiation. 

(to) Unleavened bread was only used at the passover. 

(«) It is very straago that Tucitus should not know or 
confess that the Jews’ seventh day, ami seventh year of 
rest, were in memory of the seventh, or Sabbath-duy’s 
rest, after the six days of creation. Every Jew, ns well as 
every Christian, could have informed him of those mailers. 

(a) A strange hypothesis of the origin of the sabbatic 
year, and without all good foundation. Tacitus probably 
had never heard of the Jews’ year of jubilee, so he says 
nothing of it. 

(;>) As if the Jews, in the days of Moses, or long before, 
knew that the Greeks and Romans would long afterward 
call the seventh day of the week, Saturn's day; which Dio 
observes was not so called of old time ; nnd it isa question 
whether before the Jews fell into idolatry, they ever heard 
of such a star or god as Sat urn. Amos. v. 25; Acts, vii.43. 

( q ) That the sun, moon, and stars, rule over the affairs 
of mankind, was n heathen and not a Jewish notion: nei¬ 
ther Jews nor Christians were permitted to deal in nstro- 
logy, though Tacitus seems to nave been deep in it. 

(r) This acknowledgement of the antiquity of Moses, 
and of his Jewish settlement, was what the heathen cared 
not always to own. 

(s) What these pretended awkward and impure insti¬ 
tutions were, Taeitus does not inform us. 

(?) Josephus shows the contrary, ns to tho laws of Mo¬ 
ses. contr. Apion, hook ii. sect. 22. 

‘ A high,and, 1 doubt,n false commendation of the Jews 




An entirely false character, and contrary to their 
many luws ugainst uncleanness. See Josephus, Antiq.B. 
iii. chap. xi. seel. 12. 
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used in generation, that they may thereby be dis¬ 
tinguished from other people: the proselytes (w) 
to their religion have the same usage. 

They are taught nothing sooner than to despise 
the gods, to renounce their country, and to have 
their parents, children, and brethren, in the ut¬ 
most contempt; (x) but still they take care to in¬ 
crease and multiply, for it is esteemed utterly 
unlawful to kill any of their children. 

They also look on the souls of those that die 
in battle, or are put to death for their crimes, as 
eternal. Hence conies their love of posterity and 
contempt of death. 

They derive their custom of burying (y) in¬ 
stead of burning their dead from the Egyptians; 
they have also the same care of the dead with 
them, and the same persuasion about the invisi¬ 
ble world below; but of the gods above, their 
opinion is contrary to theirs. The Egyptians 
worship abundance of animals, and images of 
various sorts. 

The Jews have no notion of any more than 
one Divine Being,(z) and that known only by 
the mind. They esteem such to be profane who 
frame images of gods out of perishable matter, 
nnd in the shape of men. That this Being is su¬ 
preme, and eternal, and immutable, and unpe¬ 
rishable, is their doctrine. Accordingly, they 
have no images in their cities, much less in their 
temples: they never grant this piece of flattery 
to kings, or this kind of honor to emperors, (a) 
But because their priests, when they play on the 
pipe and timbrels, wear ivy round their head, 
and a golden vine has been found in their tem¬ 
ple,^) some have thought that they worshipped 
our father Bacchus, the conqueror of the Last; 
whereas the ceremonies of the Jews do not at all 
agree with those of Bacchus, for he appointed 
rites that were of a jovial nature, and fit for fes¬ 
tivals, while the practices of the Jews are ab¬ 
surd and sordid. 

Chap. VI.] The limits of Judea easterly are 
bounded by Arabia. Egypt lies on the south; on 
the west are Phoenicia ana the [great] sea. They 
have a prospect of Syria on their north quarter, 
a3 at some distance from them, (c) 

The bodies of the men are healthy, and such 
as will bear great labors. 

They have not many showers of rain: their 
soil is very fruitfnl: the produce of their land is 
like ours, in great plenty. ( d ) 

They have also, besides ours, two trees pecu¬ 
liar to themselves, the balsam tree and the palm 
tree. Their groves of palms are tall and beauti¬ 
ful. The balsam tree is not very large. As soon 
as any branch is swelled, the veins quake as for 
fear, if you bring an iron knife to cut them. 
They are to be opened with the broken piece of 
a stone, or with the shell of a fish. The juice is 
useful in physic. 

(it) The proselytes of justice only, not the proselytes 
of the "ale. 

(z) How does iliis agree with that unalterable fidelity 
and kindness which Tacit us told us the Jews had towards 
one another? unless he only means that they preferred the 
divine commands before their neuresl relations, which is 
the highest degree of Jewish und Christian piety. 

(y) This custom is at least as old among the Hebrews 
as the days of Abraham, and the envc of Mnehpelah, long 
beforo the Israelites went into Egypt. Gcn.x.xiii. 1—20; 
xxv. 8—10. 

(r) These are very valuable concessions, which Tacitus 
here mnkes.as to the unspotted piety of the Jewish nation, 
in the worship of one infinite, invisible God, andabsoluto 
rejection of all idolatry, and of all worship of images, 
nay. of the imago of the emj>cror Cains himself, or of af¬ 
fording it a place in the temple. 

(a) All these concessions were to be learned from Jose- 

bus, and almo-O only from him; out of whom, therefore, 

conclude Tucilus took the finest part of his character 
of the Jews. 

(b) This particular fact, that there was a golden vine 
io the front of tlio Jewish temple, was in all probability 
taken hy Tacitus out of Josephus: but as the Jewish 
priests were never adorned with ivy, the signal of Bac¬ 
chus, how Tacitus came to imagine this, I cannot tell. 


Libanue is their principal mountain, and is very 
high, and yet, what is very strange to be related, 
it is almost shadowed with trees, and never free 
from snow. The same mountain supplies the 
river Jordan with water, and affords it its foun¬ 
tains also. Nor is this Jordan carried into the 
sea; it passes through one and a second lake, 
undiminished, but it is stopped by the third.(«) 
This third lake is vastly great in circumfe¬ 
rence, as if it were a sea. (j) It 13 of an ill taste, 
and is pernicious to the adjoining inhabitants by 
its strong smell. The wind raises no waves 
there, nor will it maintain either fishes or such 
birds as use the water. The reason is uncertain, 
but the fact is thus, that bodies cast into it are 
borne up as by somewhat solid. Those who can, 
and those who cannot swim, are equally borne 
up by it. (g-) At a certain time of the year it casts 
out bitumen; (A) the manner of gathering it, like 
other arts, has been taught by expeiience. The 
liquor is of its own nature of a black color; and, 
if you pour vinegar upon it, it clings together, 
and swims upon the top. Those whose business 
it is, take it into their hands, and pull it into- the 
upper parts of the ship, after which it follows, 
without further attraction, and fills the 3hip full, 
till you cut it ofl; nor can you cut it off either 
with a brass or an iron instrument; but it can¬ 
not bear the touch of blood, or of a cloth wet with 
the menstrual purgations of women, as the an¬ 
cient authors say. But those that are acquainted 
with the place assure us that those waves of bitu¬ 
men are driven along, and by the hand drawn to 
the shore, and that when they are dried by the 
warm steams from the earth, and the force of 
the sun, they are cut in pieces with axes and 
wedges, as timber and stones are cut »n pieces. 
Chap. VII.] Not far from this lake are those 
plains which are related to have been of old fer¬ 
tile, and to have had many cities full of peo- 

f >le, ( i) but to have been burnt up by a stroke of 
ightnjng; it is also said, that tne footsteps of 
that destruction still remain, and that the earth 
itself appears as burnt earth, and has lost its natu¬ 
ral fertility; and that, as an argument thereof, 
all the plants that grow of then own accord, or 
are planted by the hand, whether they arrive at 
the degree of an herb, or of a flower, or at com¬ 
plete maturity, become black and empty, and as 
it were vanish into ashes. As for myself, as I 
am willing to allow that these once famous cities 
were burnt by fire from heaven, so would I sop- 
pose that the earth is infected with the vapor of 
the lake, and the spirit [or air] that is over it 
thereby corrupted, and that by this means the 
fruits of the earth, both corn and grapes, rot 
away, both the soil and the air being equally 
unwholesome. 

The river Belus does also run into the sea of 
Judea, and the sands that are collected about its 

(c) See the chorography of Judea in Josephus, Of the 
War, 11. iii. seel. 3; whence most probably Tacitus fram¬ 
ed this short abridgment of it. It comes in both authors 
naturally lieforc Vespasian’s first campaign. 

(rf) The latter branch of this Tacitus might have from 
Josephus, Of the War, B. iii. ch. iii. sect. 2,3,4. The other 
is not in the present copies. 

(e) These accounts of Jordan, of its fountains derived 
from Mount Libnnus, and of the two lakes it runs through, 
and its stoppage by the third, are exactly agreeable to 
Josephus, Ot the War, B. iii. ch. x. sect. 7, 8. 

(/) No less than 580 furlongs long and 150 broad, in 
Josephus, Of the War, B. iv. ch. viii. aect, 4. 

( fr) Jtirabo says that a man could not aink into the 
water of this lake so deep as the navel. 

(h) Josephus never says that this bitumen was cast out 
at a certain lime of the year only, and Strabo says the di¬ 
rect contrary, but Pliny agrees with Tacitus. 

(i) This is cxuclly according to Josephus, and must 
have been token from him in the place forccited,nnd that 
particularly because it is peculiar lohim, so far as I know, 
in all antiquity. The rest thought the cities were in the 
very same place, where now the lake is, but Josephus and 
Tacitus say they were in ila neighborhood only, which ia 
Mr. Reland’s opinion also. t , 
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mouth, when they mix nitre with them, are melt¬ 
ed into glass: this sort of shore is but small, but 
its sand, for the use of those that carry it off, is 
inexhaustible. 

Chap. VIII.] A great part of Judea is com¬ 
posed of scattered villages; it has also larger 
towns: Jerusalem is the capital city of the whole 
nation. In that city there was a temple of im¬ 
mense wealth; in the first parts that are fortified 
are the city itself, next it the royal palace. The 
temple is enclosed in its most inward recesses. A 
Jew can come no farther than the gates; all but 
the priests are excluded by their threshold. While 
the East was under the dominion of the Assyrians, 
the Medes, and the Persians, the Jews were of all 
slaves the most despicable. ( k) 

l ) After the dominion of the Macedonians pre¬ 
vailed, king Antiochus tried to conquer their su¬ 
perstition, and to introduce the customs of the 
Greeks; but he was disappointed of his design, 
which was to give this most profligate nation a 
change for the better, and that was by his war 
with the Parthians, for at this time Arsaces had 
fallen off [from the Macedonians.] Then it was 
that the Jews set kings over them, because the 
Macedonians were become weak, the Parthians 
were not yet very powerful, and the Romans 
were very remote: which kings when they had 
been expelled by the mobility of the vulgar, and 
had recovered their dominion by war, attempted 
the same things that kings used to do, I mean 
they introduced the destruction of cities, the 
slaughter of brethren, of wives, and parents, but 
still went on in their superstition; for they took 
upon them withal the honorable dignity of the 
high priesthood, as a firm security to their power 
and authority. 

Chap. IX.] The first of the Romans that con¬ 
quered the Jews was Caius Pompeius, who en¬ 
tered the temple by right of victory. Thence 
the report was every where divulged, that there¬ 
in was no image of a god, but an empty place, 
and mysteries, most secret places that have no¬ 
thing in them. The walls of Jerusalem were 
then destroyed, but the temple continued still. 
Soon afterward arose a civil war among us; and 
when therein these provinces were reduced under 
Marcus Aotonius, Pacorus, king of the Parthians, 

f ot possession of Judea, but was himself slain by 
aulius Ventidius, and the Parthians were driven 
beyond Euphrates: and for the Jews, Caius Sosius 
subdued them. Antonius gave the kingdom to 
Herod: and when Augustus conquered Antonius, 
he still augmented it. 

After Herod’s death, one Simon, without wait¬ 
ing for the disposition of Caesar, took upon him 
the title of king, who was brought to punishment 
by [or under] Quintilius Varus, when he was pre- 
sid nit of Syria. Afterward the nation was redu¬ 
ced, and the children of Herod governed it in 
three partitions. 

Under Tiberius, the Jews had rest. After some 
time they were enjoined to place Caius Caesar’s 
statue in the temple; but ratner than permit that, 
they took up arms; (m) which sedition was put an 
end to by the death of Ca?sar. 

Claudius, after the kings were either dead or re¬ 
duced tosmaller dominions, gave the province of 
Judea to Roman knights, or to freed men, to be 

f overned by them. Among whom was Antonius 
elix, one that exercised all kind of barbarity and 
extravagance, as if he had royal authority, but 
with the disposition of a slave. He had married 
Drusilla the granddaughter of Antonius, so that 
Felix was tne granddaughter’s husband, and Clau¬ 
dius the grandson of the same Antonins. 

(ft) A great slander against the Jews, without any just 
foundation. Josephus would have informed him better. 

(J) Here begin Josephus’s and Tacitus's true accounts 
of the Jews preliminary to the last war. See Of the War, 
Protein. sect. 7. 

(tu) They came to Petronius,.the president of Syria, in 
vast numbers, but without arms, and as humble suppli¬ 
cants oaly. See Tacitus presently, where he afterward 
81 


An>al.—B ook XII. 

But he that was the brother of Palla3, whose 
sirnarae was Felix, did not act with the same mo¬ 
deration [as did Pallas himself.] He had been a 
good while ago set over Judea, and thought he 
might be guiltv of all sorts of wickedness with im¬ 
punity, while he relied on so sure an authority. 

The Jews had almost given a specimen of sedi¬ 
tion: and even after the death of Caius was known, 
and they had not obeyed his command, there re¬ 
mained a degree of fear, lest some future prince 
should renew 7 that command, [for the setting up 
the prince’s statue in their temple.] And in the 
mean time Felix, by the use of unseasonable re¬ 
medies, blew up the coals of sedition into a flame, 
and was imitated by his partner in the govern¬ 
ment, Ventidius Cumanus, the country being thus 
divided between them, that the nation of the Ga¬ 
lileans w r ere under Cumanus, and the Samaritans 
under Felix: which two nations were of old at 
variance, but now, out of contempt of their go¬ 
vernors, did less restrain their hatred: they then 
began to plunder one another, to send in parties 
of robbers, to lie in wait, and sometimes to fight 
battles, and withal to bring spoils and prey to the 
procurators, [Cumanus and Felix.] Whereupon 
these procurators began to rejoice: yet when the 
mischief grew considerable, soldiers were sent 
to quiet them, but the soldiers were killed; and 
the province had been in the flame of war, had 
not Quadratus, the president of Syria, afforded 
his assistance. Nor was it long in dispute whe¬ 
ther the Jews, who had killed the soldiers in the 
mutiny should be put to death: it was agreed 
they should die; only Cumanus and Felix occa¬ 
sioned a delay, for Claudius, upon hearing the 
causes as to this rebellion, had given [Quadratus] 
authority to determine the case, even as to the 
procurators themselves: but Quadratus showed 
Felix among the judges, and took him intohis seat 
of judgment, on purpose that he might discourage 
his accusers. So Cumanus was condemned tor 
those flagitious actions, of which both he and Fe¬ 
lix had been guilty, and peace w r as restored to 
the province, (n) 

History. —Book V. Chap. X. 

However, the Jews had patience till Gessius 
Florus was made procurator. Under him it was 
that the war began. Then Cestius Gallus, the 
president of Syria, attempted to appease it, and 
tried several battles, but generally with ill suc¬ 
cess. 

Upon his death, (o) whether it came by fate, or 
that he was weary of his life, is uncertain, Ves¬ 
pasian had the fortune, by his reputation and ex¬ 
cellent officers, and a victorious army, in the space 
of two summers, to make himself master of all the 
open country, and of all the cities, Jerusalem ex¬ 
cepted. 

[Flavius Vespasianus, whom Nero had chosen 
for his general, managed the Jewish war with 
three legions. Histor. B. i. chap. 10.] 

The next year, which was employed in a civil 
war [at home,] so far as the Jews were concerned, 
passed over in peace. When Italy was pacified, 
the eare of foreign parts was revived. The Jews 
were the only people that stood out, which in¬ 
creased the rage [of the Romans.] It was also 
thought most proper that Titus should stay with 
the army, to prevent any accident or misfortune 
which the new government might be liable to. 

[Vespasian had put an end to the Jewish na¬ 
tion: the siege of Jerusalem was the only enter¬ 
prise remaining, which was a work hard and dif¬ 
ficult, but rather from the nature of the mouutaiu, 

sets this matter almost right, accordiug to Josephus, and 
by way of correction, for that arcount is in his annals, 
which were written after this, whirh is in hi? histories. 

(n) Here seems tu bo a great mistake about the Jewish 
affairs in Tacitus. 6eo Of the War, It. ii. eh. xii. seet. 8. 

(at Josephus eavs nothing of tho death of Cestius; so 
Tacitus seems to have known nothing in particular about 
it. 
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and the obstinacy of the Jewish superstition, than 
because the besieged had strength enough to un¬ 
dergo the distresses [of a siege.] We have al¬ 
ready informed [the reader] that Vespasian had 
with him three legions, well exercised in war. 
Histor. book ii. chap. 5.] 

When Vespasian was a very young man, it was 
promised him that he should arrive at the highest 
pitch of fame: but what did first of all seem to 
confirm the omen, was his triumphs, and consul¬ 
ship, and the glories of his victories over the Jews. 
When he had once obtained these, he believed 
it was portended that he should come to the em¬ 
pire. ( p ) . 

There is between Judea and Syria a mountain 
and a god, both called by the name of Carmel, 
though our predecessors have informed us that 
this god had no image, and no temple, and indeed 
no more than an altar and solemn worship. Ves¬ 
pasian was once offering a sacrifice there, at a 
time when he had some secret thought in his mind: 
the priest, whose name was Basilides, when he 
over and over looked at the entrails, said, Vespa¬ 
sian, whatever thou art about, whether the build¬ 
ing of thy house, or enlargement of thy lands, or 
augmentation of thy slaves, thou art granted a 
mighty seat, very large bounds, an huge number 
of men. These doubtful answers were soon 
spread about by fame, and at this time were ex¬ 
plained; nor was any thing so much in public 
vogue, and very many discourses of that nature 
were made before him, and the more because they 
foretold what he expected. 

Mucianus and Vespasianus went away, having 
fully agreed on their designs: the former to An¬ 
tioch, the latter to Cresarea. Antioch is the capi¬ 
tal of Syria, and Cresarea the capital of Judea. 
The commencement of Vespasian’s advancement 
to the empire was at Alexandria, where Tibe¬ 
rius Alexander made such haste, that he obliged 
the legions to take the oath of fidelity to him on 
the calends of July, which was ever after cele¬ 
brated as the day of his inauguration, although ( g) 
the army in Judea had taken that oath on the 
fifth of’the nones of July, with that eagerness 
that they would not stay for his son Titus, who 
was then on the road,* returning out of Syria, 
chap. 79. Vespasian delivered over the strongest 
part of his forces to Titus, to enable him to finish 
what remained of the Jewish war. Hist, book iv. 
chap. 51. 

During these months in which Vespasian con¬ 
tinued at Alexandria, waiting for the usual set 
time of the summer gales of wind, and stayed 
for settled fair weather at sea, many miraculous 
events happened, by which the good will of hea¬ 
ven, and a kind of inclination ol the Deity in his 
favor was declared. 

A certain man of the vulgar sort at Alexan¬ 
dria, well known for the decay of his eyes, kneel¬ 
ed down by him and groaned, and begged of him 
the cure of his blindness, as by the admonition 
of Sernpis, that god which this superstitious na¬ 
tion worships above others. He also desired that 
the emperor would be pleased to put some of his 
spittle upon the balls of his eyes. Another in¬ 
firm man there, who was lame of his hand, pray- 

(p) Josephus tokos notice in general of these mnny 
omens of Vespasian’s advancement to tho empire, and 
distinctly udds his own rrmnrknldo prediction of it alsu. 
Of the War, It. iii. chap. vin. sect. 3—It. 

(q) This although seems to imply that Vespasian was 
proclaimed emperor in Judea before ho was so proclaim¬ 
ed at Alexandria, ns tho whole history of Josephus im¬ 
plies, and tho place where now Vespasian wns, which was 
noolhcr than Judea, requires also, though the inauguration 
day might lie celebrated nfterward from his first prodoma- 
lion at the groat city Alexandrio.onlvlhcnlhcnonesor ides 
ia Tacitus nnd Suetonius must be of June, and not of July. 

(r) The miraculous cures done by Vespasian are attested 
to both by Suetonius in Vespasian, sect. 7, and by Dio, p. 
217, and seem io mo well attested. Our Saviour seems 
to have overruled the heathen orado of Serapis to proouro 
-,Jia divino approbation to Vespasian’s advancement to tho 
tmpire of Home, as lie suggested the like approbation to 


ed Caesar, as by the same god’s suggestion, to 
tread upon hint with his foot. Vespasian at first 
began to laugh at them, and to reject them, and 
when they were instant with hint, he sometimes 
feared he should have the reputation of a vain 
person, and sometimes upon the solicitation of 
the infirm, he tlattercd himself, and others flat¬ 
tered him with the hopes of succeeding. At last 
he ordered the physicians to give their opinion, 
whether this sort of blindness and lameness 
were curable by the art of man or not? The phy¬ 
sicians answered uncertainly, that the one had not 
his visual faculty utterly destroyed, and that it 
might be restored, if the obstacles were removed; 
that the other’s limbs were disordered, but if an 
healing virtue were made use of, they were ca¬ 
pable of being made whole. Perhaps, said they, 
the gods are willing to assist, and that the empe¬ 
ror is chosen by divine interposition: however, 
they said at last, that if the cures succeeded, Cae¬ 
sar would have the glory, if not, the poor mise¬ 
rable objects would only oe laughed at. Where¬ 
upon Vespasian imagined that bis good fortune 
would be universal, and that nothing on that ac¬ 
count could be incredible, so he looked cheerfully, 
and in the sight of the multitude, who stood m 
great expectation, he did what they desired him: 
upon which the lame hand was recovered, and the 
blind man saw immediately. Both these cures (r) 
are related to this day by those that were pre¬ 
sent, and when speaking falsely will get no re¬ 
ward. 

Book V.— Chap. I. 

At the beginning of the same year Titus Caesar, 
who was pitched upon by his father to finish the 
conquest of Judea, and while both he and his fa¬ 
ther were private persons, was celebrated for his 
martial conduct, acted now with greater vigor, 
and hopes of reputation, the kind inclinations 
both of the provinces and of the armies striving 
one with another who should most encourage 
him. He was also himself in a disposition to show 
that he was more than equal to his fortune; and 
when he appeared in arms, he did all things hfter 
such a ready and graceful way, treating all after 
such an affable manner, and with such kind words, 
as invited the good-will and good wishes of all. 
He appeared also in his actions and in his place 
in the troops; he mixed with the common sol¬ 
diers, yet without any stain to his honor as a ge¬ 
neral. ( s ) He was received in Judea by three 
legions, the fifth, and the tenth, and the fifteenth, 
who were Vespasian's old soldiers. Syria also 
afforded him the twelfth, and Alexandria soldiers 
out of the twenty-second and twenty-third legions. 
Twenty cohorts (/) of auxiliaries accompanied, 
as also eight troops of horse. 

King Agrippa also was there, and king c ohe- 
mus, and the auxiliaries of king Antiochus, and 
a strong body of Arabians, who, as is usual in na¬ 
tions that are neighbors to one another, went 
with their accustomed hatred against the Jews, 
with many others out of the city of Rome, as 
every one’s hopes led him of getting early into 
the general’s favor, before others should prevent 
them. 

tho advancement both of Vespasian and Titus to Jose¬ 
phus, which two were to ho his chosen instruments in 
bringing on that terrible destruction upon tho Jewish na¬ 
tion, which ho hud threatened toexoeulo by these ltoman 
armies. Nor could any other Roman generals thnn Ves¬ 
pasian and Titus, Qt that time, in human probability, have 
prevailed over the Jews, nnd denlruyed Jerusalem, as this 
wholo history in Josephus implies. Josephus also every 
where BupiKisesV’cspasinn and Titus raised up to command 
ngainsL Juden nnd Jerusalem, and tu govern tho Roman 
empire by Divino Providence, and not in tho ordinary 
way : as also, ho always supposes this destruction a divine 
judgment on tho Jews for their sins. 

(a) This character of Titus agrees exactly with the his¬ 
tory of Josephus upon all occasions. 

(t) These twenty cohorts nnd eight troops of horse arc 
not directly enumerated by Josephus, Of tho War, B. v. 
chap. 1. sect. C. 
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He entered into the borders of the enemies’ 
country with these forces in exact order of war; 
and looking carefully about him, and being rea¬ 
dy for battle, he pitched his camp not far from 
Jerusalem. 

Chap. X.] When therefore, he had pitched 
his camp, as we said just now, before the walls 
of Jerusalem, he pompously showed his le¬ 
gions ( u ) ready for an engagement. 

Chap. XL] The Jews formed their camp un¬ 
der the very walls ( v ) [of the city;] and if they 
succeeded, they resolved to venture further, but 
if they were beaten back, that was their place 
of refuge. When a body of cavalr}' (w) were sent 
against them, and with them cohorts, that were 
expedite and nimble, the fight was doubtful; but 
soon afterward the enemies gave ground, and on 
the following days there were frequent skirmish¬ 
es before the gates, till after many losses they 
were driven into the city. The Romans then be¬ 
took themselves to the siege, for it did not seem 
honorable to stay till the enemies were reduced 
by famine, (a?) The soldiers were very eager to 
expose themselves to dangers, part of them out 
of true valor, many out of a brutish fierceness, 
and out of a desire of rewards. 

Titus had Rome, and the riches and pleasures 
of it, before his eyes, all which seemed to be too 
long delayed, unless Jerusalem could be soon 
destroyed. 

The city (y) stood on a high elevation, and it 
had great works and ramparts to secure it, such 
as were sufficient for its fortification, had it been 
on plain ground, for there were two hills, of a 
vast height, which were enclosed by walls made 
crooked by art, or [naturally] bending inwards, 
that they might flank the besiegers, and cast 
darts on "them sideways. The extreme parts of 
the rock were craggy, and the towers, when they 
had the advantage of the ground, were sixty feet 
high; when they were built on the plain ground, 
they were not built lower than one hundred and 
twenty feet: they were of uncommon beauty, 
and to those who looked at them at a great dis¬ 
tance, they seemed equal. Other wails there 
were beneath the royal palace, besides the tower 
of Antonia, with its top particularly conspicuous. 
It was called so by Herod, iu honor of Marcus 
Antonius. 

Chap. XII.] The temple was like a citadel, 
having walls of its own, which had more labor 
and pains bestowed on them than the rest. The 
cloisters wherewith the temple was enclosed 
were an excellent fortification. 

They had a fountain of water that ran perpetu¬ 
ally, and the mountains were hollowed under 
ground; they had moreover pools (z) and cisterns 
tor the preservation of the rain water. 

They that built this city foresaw, that from the 
difference of their conduct of life from their 
neighbors they should have frequent wars; 
theuce it came to pass, that they had provision 

( u ) This word in Taeitus, pompously showed his legions, 
looks as if that pompous show which was some months 
afterward, in Josephus, ran in his mind, Of the War, B. v. 
chap. ix. seet. 1. 

(u) These first bickerings and battles near the walls of 
Jerusalem ore at large in Josephus, Of the War, B. v. 
chop. ii. 

Oo) Josephus distinctly mentions those horsemen or ca¬ 
valry, GOO in number, among whom Titus had like to havo 
been slain or taken prisoner, Of the War, B. v. chap. ii. 
6 eet. 1—3. 

(j) Such a deliberation and resolution, with this very 
reason, that it would be dishonorable to stay till the Jews 
were starved out by famine, is in Josephus, Of the War, 
B. v. chap. xii. sect. 1. 

(y) This description of the city of Jerusalem, its two 
hills, its three walls, and four towers, &c. are in this place 
at large in Josephus, Of the War, B. v. oh. iv. See also 
Fompcy’s siege, Antiq. B. xiv. ch. iv. sect. 2. 

(:) Of these pools, see Josephus, Oftho War, B. v.ch. xi. 
sect. 4. The cisterns arc uot mentioned by him here, 
though they be mentioned by travellers. See Reland’s 
Palestine, tom. i. p. 304. 


for a long siege. After Pompey’s conquest also 
their fear and experience had taught them gene¬ 
rally tvhat they should want, (a) 

Moreover, the covetous temper that prevailed 
under Claudius, gave the Jews an opportunity ot 

f iurchasing for money (6) leave to fortify Jerusa- 
eni; so they built walls in time of peace, as if 
they were going to war, they being augmented 
in number by those rude multitudes of people 
that retired thitheron the ruin of the other cities, 
for every obstinate fellow ran away thither, and 
there became more seditious than before. 

There were three captains and as many armies. 
Simon had the remotest and largest parts of the 
walls under him. John, who was also called Bar- 
Gioras, [the son of Gioras,] had the middle parts 
of the city under him; and Eleazar had fortified 
the temple itself. John and Simon were supe¬ 
rior in multitude and strength of arms, Eleazar 
was superior by his situation, but battles, fac¬ 
tions, and burnings, were common to them all; 
and a great quantity of com was consumed by 
fire. After a while John sent some, who, under 
the pretence of offering sacrifice, might slay 
Eleazar and his body of troops, which they did, 
and got the temple under their power. So the 
city w as now parted into two factions, until, upon 
the coming of the Romans, this war abroad pro¬ 
duced peace between those that were at home. 

CHAP. XIII.] Such prodigies (c) had happen¬ 
ed, as this nation, whicn is superstitious enough 
in its own way, would not agree to expiate by 
the ceremonies of the Roman religion, norwoulcl 
they atone the gods by sacrifices and vows, as 
these used to do on the like occasions. Armies 
were seen to fight in the sky, and their armor 
looked of a bright light color, and the temple 
shone with sudden flashes of fire out of the 
clouds. The doors of the temple were opened on 
a sudden, and a voice greater than human was 
heard, that the gods were retiring, and at the 
same time there was a great motion perceived, 
as if they were going out of it, which some esteem¬ 
ed to be causes of terror. The greater part had 
a firm belief that it was contained in the old sa¬ 
cerdotal books, that at this very time the East 
would prevail, and that some that came out of 
Judea should obtain the empire of the world, 
which obscure oracle foretold Vespasian and Ti¬ 
tus; but the generality of the common people, as 
usual, indulged their own inclinations, and when 
they had once interpreted all to forebode grandeur 
to themselves, adversity itself could not persuade 
them to change their minds, though it were from 
falsehood to truth. ( d ) 

We have been informed, that the number of 
the besieged, of every age, and of both sexes, 
male and female, was six hundred thousand, (e) 
There were weapons for all that could carry 
them, and more than could be expected, for their 
number were bold enough to do so. The men 
and the women were equally obstinate; and when 

(a) This is Tacitus’s or the Romans’ own hypothesis, 
unsupported by Josephus. 

(b) This sule ofleave for tho Jews to huihl tho walls of 
Jerusalem for money is only Tacitus’s or the Romans’ own 
hypothesis, unsupported by Josephus. Nor is Josephus's 
character of Claudius near so bad, as to other things also, 
as it is in Tacitus and Suetonius. Dio says, he was far 
from covetousness in particular. The others seem lo 
have misrepresented his meek and quiet temper and 
learning, but without ambition, and his great kindness to 
the Jews, as the most contemptible folly. See Antiq. 1». 
xix. ch. iv. sect. 4. He was, indeed, much ruled at first 
by a very bad minister, Pallas; and at last was ruled and 
poisoned by a very bad wife, Agrippina. 

(c) These prodigies, and more, are at large in Jose 
phus, Of the War, R. vi. chap. v. sect. 3, 

(d) These interpretations and reflections are in Jose 
phus. Of the War, B. vi. chap. v. sect. 4. 

(£) The number GOO,000 for the besieged is nowhere ia 
Josephus, but is there for the poor buried at the public 
charge, Of the War, B. v. chap. xiii. sect. 7, which mi"ht 
be about tho number of the besieged under Cestius Cal¬ 
lus, though they were many more afterward at Titus’s 
siege, as Josephus implies, Of the War, B. vi. ch. ix. sect. 3 
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they supposed they were to be carried away cap¬ 
tive, they were more afraid of life than of death. 

Against this city and nation Titus Caesar re¬ 
solved to fight, by ramparts and ditehes, since 
the situation of the place did not admit of taking 
it by storm or surprise. He parted the duty 
among the legions; and there were no further 
engagements until whatever had been invented 
for the takiug of cities by the ancients, or by the 
ingenuity of the moderns, was got ready. 

Annal.— Book XV. 

Nero, in order to stifle the rumor, [as if him¬ 
self had set Rome on fire,] ascribed it to those 
people who were hated for their wicked practi¬ 
ces, and called by the vulgar, Christians: these 
he punished exquisitely. The author of this 
name was Christ, who, in the reign of Tiberius, 
was brought to punishment by Pontius Pilate, 
the procurator. {/) For the present this perni¬ 
cious superstition was in part suppressed, but it 
brake out again, not only over Judea, whence 
this mischief first sprang, but in the city of Rome 
also, whither do run from every quarter, and 
make a noise, all the flagrant and shameful enor¬ 
mities. At first, therefore, those were seized 
who confessed, after a vast multitude were de¬ 
tected by them, and were convicted, not so much 
as really guilty of setting the city on fire, but as 
hating all mankind; nay, they made a mock of 
them as they perished, and destroyed them by 
putting them into the skins of wild beasts, and 
getting dogs upon them to tear them to pieces: 
some were nailed to crosses, and others flamed 
to death: they were also used in the night-time 
instead of torches for illumination. JN'ero had 
oflfered his own garden for this spectacle. He 
also gave them Circensian games, and dressed 
himself like the driver of a chariot, sometimes 
appearing among the common people, and some¬ 
times in the circle itself; whence a commisera¬ 
tion arose, though the punishments were levelled 
at guilty persons, and such as deserved to be 
made the most flagrant examples, as if these peo- 
le were destroyed, not for the public advantage, 
ut to satisfy the barbarous humor of one man. 
JV. B. Since I have set down all the vile calum¬ 
nies of Tacitus upon the Christians as well as the 
Jews, it will be proper, before I come to my ob¬ 
servations, to set down two heathen records in 
their favor, and those hardly inferior in antiqui¬ 
ty, and of much greater authority than Tacitus; 
I mean Pliny’s Epistle to Trajan when he ivas 
proconsul ot Bythinia, with Trajan’s answer or 
rescript to Pliny, cited by Tertullian, Eusebius, 
and Jerome. These are records of so great 
esteem with Havercanip, the last editor of Jose¬ 
phus, that he thinks they not only deserve to be 
read, but almost to be learned by heart also. 

Pli.ny’s EnsTLE to Trajan, 

About A . D. 112. 

Sir—I t is my constant method to apply myself 
to you for the resolution of all my doubts; for 
who can better govern my dilatory way of pro¬ 
ceeding, or instruct my ignorance? I have never 
been present at the examination of the Chris¬ 
tians [by others,] on which account 1 am unac- 

(/) Tliis passage seems to havo been directly taken 
from Josephus's famous testimony concerning Christ and 
the Christians, Anliq. B. xvii. ch. iii. seel. 3, of which 
see Dissert. I. before. 

(g) Till now it seems repentance was not rommonly al¬ 
lowed thoso that had been once Christians, but though 
thoy recanted, nud returned to idolatry, yet were they com¬ 
monly put to death. This was jierseruliou in perfection! 

(A) This was the just and heavy complaint of the an¬ 
cient Christians, that they commonly fluttered for tlmtbaro 
name, without the pretence of any crimes they could prove 
against them. This was also persecution in perfection! 

(i) Amazing doctrine 1 that a linn and fixed resolution 
of keeping a good conscience fdiould be thought without 
dispute to dcflcrve death, and this by such comparatively 
excellent heathens as Pliny and Trujan. 


quainted with what uses to be inquired into, and 
what, and how far, they use to be punished; nor 
are my doubts small, whether there be not a dis¬ 
tinction to be made between the ages [of the ac¬ 
cused,] and whether tender youth ought to have 
the same punishment with strong men? whether 
there be not room for pardon upon repent¬ 
ance? (g) or whether it may not be an advantage 
to one that had been a Christian, that he hath for¬ 
saken Christianity? whether the bare name (/t) 
without any crime besides, or the crimes adhe¬ 
ring to that name, be to be punished? In the 
mean time, I have taken this course about those 
who have been brought before me as Chris¬ 
tians: I asked them whether they were Chris¬ 
tians or not? If they confessed that they were 
Christians, I asked them again, and a third time, 
intermixing threatenings with the questions: if 
they persevered in their confession, I ordered 
them to be executed; (i) for I did not doubt but, 
let their confessions be of any sort whatsoever, 
this positiveness and inflexible obstinacy deserv¬ 
ed to be punished. There have been some of 
this mad sect whom I took notice of in particular 
as Roman citizens, that they might be sent to that 
city. (A:) After some time, os is usual in such ex¬ 
aminations, the crime spread itself, and many 
more cases came before me. A libel was sent to 
me, though without an author, containing many 
names [of persons accused.] These denied that 
they were Christians now, or ever had been. 
They called upon the gods, and supplicated to 
your image, (J) which I caused to be brought to 
me for that purpose, with frankincense and wine* 
they also cursed Christ: ( m ) none of which things, 
as it is said, can any of those that are really 
Christians be compelled to do: so I thought fit 
to let them go. Others of them that were named 
in the libel said they were Christians, but pre¬ 
sently denied it again, that indeed they had been 
Christians, but had ceased to be so, some three 
years, some many more; and one there was that 
said, he had not been so these twenty years. All 
these worshipped your image, and the images of 
your gods; these also cursed Christ. However, 
they assured me, that the main of their fault, or 
of their mistake was this, that they were wont, 
on a stated day, to meet together before it was 
light, and to sing a hymn to Christ, as to a god, 
alternately; and to oblige themselves by a sacra¬ 
ment, [or oath,] not to do any thing that was ill, 
but that they would commit no theft, or pilfering, 
or adultery; that they would not break tneir pro¬ 
mises, or deny what was deposited with them, 
when it was required back again; after which it 
was their custom to depart, and to meet again at 
a common but innocent meal, (/i) which vet they 
had left oft' upon that edict which I published at 
your command, and wherein I had forbidden any 
such conventicles. These examinations made 
me think it necessary to inquire by torments 
what the truth was, which I did of two servant 
maids, who were called deaconesses; but still I 
discovered no more than that they were addicted 
to a bad and to an extravagant superstition. 
Hereupon I have put oft' any further examina¬ 
tions, and have recourse to vou, for the aft’air 
seems to be well worth consultation, especially 

( k) This was the easo uf St. Paul, who being a citizen 
of Romo was allowed to appeal unto Orsar t aud was scut 
lo Home accordingly. Acts x\ii. 2o—29; xxv. 25; xxvi. 
32; xxvii. 

(/) Amazing stupidity! that the emperor’s imago, even 
while he was alive, should ho allowed capable of divine 
wurship, even by such comparatively excellent heathens 
as Pliny and Trnjuu. 

(m) Take here a parallel account out of tlio martyrdom 
of Polycurp, seel. l). The pruconsul naid—“Reproach 
Christ.” Polycarp replied—“ Eighty and six years have 
I now served Christ, and he has never dono mo the least 
wrong; huw then can I blaspheme my King and my Sa¬ 
viour?” 

(n) This must most probably be tho feast of charity . 
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on account of the number (o) of those that are 
in danger; for there are many of every age, of 
every rank, and of both sexes, who are now and 
hereafter likely to be called to account, and to be 
in danger, for this superstition is spread like a 
contagion, not only in cities and towns, but into 
country villages also, which yet there is reason 
to hope may be stopped and corrected. To be 
sure, the temples, wnich were almost forsaken, 
begin already to be frequented; and the holy 
solemnities, which were long intermitted, begio 
to be revived. The sacrifices begin to sell well 
every where, of which very few purchasers had 
of late appeared; whereby it is easy to suppose 
how great a multitude of men might be amended, 
if place for repentance be admitted. 

Trajan’s Epistle to Pliny. 

My Pliny —You have taken the method which 
you ought in examining the causes of those that 
had been accused as Christians, for indeed no 
certain and general form of judging can be or¬ 
dained in this case. These people are not to be 
sought for; but if they be accusea, and convicted, 
they are to be punished; but with this caution, 
that he who denies himself to be a Christian, and 
makes it plain that he is not so, by supplicating 
to our gods, although he had been so formerly, 
may be allowed pardon upon his repentance. As 
for libels sent without an author, they ought to 
have no place in any accusation whatsoever, for 
that would be a thing of very ill example, and not 
agreeable to my reign. 

Observations upon the Passages taken out of 
Tacitus. 

I. We see here what a great regard the best 
of the Roman historians of that age, Tacitus, had 
to the history of Josephus, while though he never 
names him, as he very rarely names any of those 
Roman authors whence he derives other parts of 
his history, yet does it appear that he refers to 
his seven books of the Jewish Wars several times 
in a very few pages, and almost always depends 
on his accounts of the affairs of the Bomans and 
Parthians, as well as of the Jews, during no fewer 
than two hundred aod forty years, to which these 
books extend. 

II. Yet does it appear, that when he now and 
then followed other historians or reports con¬ 
cerning the Romans, the Parthians, or the Jews, 
during that long interval, he was commonly mis¬ 
taken in them, and had better have kept close to 
Josephus than hearken to any of his other authors 
or informers. 

III. It also appears highly probable that Taci¬ 
tus had seen the Antiquities of Josephus, and 
knew that the most part of the accounts he pro¬ 
duced of the origin of the Jewish nation entirely 
contradicted those Antiquities. He also could 
hardly avoid seeing that those accounts contra¬ 
dicted one another also, and were childish, ab¬ 
surd, and supported by no good evidence what¬ 
soever; as also he could hardly avoid seeing that 
Josephus’s accounts in these Antiquities were 
authentic, substantial, and thoroughly attested 
to by the ancient records of that nation, and of 
the neighboring nations also, which indeed no one 
can avoid seeing that carefully peruses and con¬ 
siders them. 

IV. Tacitus, therefore, in concealing the great¬ 
est part of the true ancient history of the Jewish 
nation, which lay before him in Josephus, and pro¬ 
ducing such fabulous, ill-groundea, and partial 
histories, which he had from the heathens, acted 
a most unfair part: and this procedure of his is 
here the more gross, in regard he professed such 
great impartiality, [Hist. B. i. chap, i.] and is al- 

( o) Some of late are very loath to believe that the 
Christians were numerous in the second century; but 
this is such an evidence that they were very numerous, at 


lowed to have observed that impartiality in the 
Roman affairs also. 

V. Tacitus’s hatred and contempt of God’s pe¬ 
culiar people, the Jews, and his attachment to 
the grossest idolatry, superstition, and astral fa¬ 
tality of the Romans, were therefore so strong in 
him, as to overbear all restraints of sober reason 
and equity in the case of those Jews, though he 
be allowed so exactly to have followed them on 
other occasions relating to the Romans. 

VI. Since therefore • Tacitus was so bitter 
against the Jews, and since he knew that Christ 
himself was a Jew, and that his Apostles and first 
followers were Jews, and also knew that the 
Christian religion was derived into the Roman 

rovinces from Judea, it is no wonder that his 

atred and contempt of the Jews extended itself 
to the Christians also, whom the Romans usually 
confounded with the Jews: as therefore his hard 
words of the Jews appear to have been generally 
groundless, and hurt his own reputation instead 
of theirs, so ought we to esteem his alike hard 
words of the Christians to be blots upon his own 
character, p.nd not upon theirs. 

VII. Since therefore Tacitus, soon after the 
publication of Josephus’s Antiquities, and in con¬ 
tradiction to them, was determined to produce 
such idle stories about the Jews, and since one of 
those idle stories is much the same with that 
published in Josephus, against Apion, from Ma- 
netho and Lysimachus, and no where else met 
with so fully in all antiquity, it is most probable 
that those Antiquities of Josephus, were the very 
occasion of Tacitus giving us these stories, as 
we know from Josephus himself contr. Apion, B.i. 
sect. 1, that the same Antiquities were the very 
occasion of Apion’s publication of his equally 
scandalous stories about them, and which Jose¬ 
phus so thoroughly confuted in these two books 
written against him. And if Tacitus, as I sup¬ 
pose, had also read these two books, his proce¬ 
dure in publishing such stories, after he had seen 
so thorough a confutation of them, was still more 
highly criminal. Nor will Tacitus’s fault be much 
less, though we suppose he neither saw the An¬ 
tiquities nor the books against Apion, because it 
was very easy for him, then at.Rome, to have had 
more authentic accounts of the origin of the 
Jewish nation, and of the nature of the Jewish and 
Christian religions, from the Jews and Christians 
themselves, wnich he owns were very numerous 
there in his days; so that his publication of such 
idle stories is utterly inexcusable. 

VIII. It is therefore very plain, after all, that 
notwithstanding the encomiums of several of our 
learned critics upon Tacitus, and hard suspicions 
upon Josephus, that all the (involuntary) mis¬ 
takes of Josephus, in all his large works put to¬ 
gether, their quality as well as quantity con¬ 
sidered, do not amount to near so great a sum, 
as do these gross errors and misrepresentations 
of Tacitus about the Jews amount to in a very 
few pages; so little reason have some of our 
later and lesser critics to prefer the Greek and 
Roman historians and writers to the Jewish, and 
particularly to Josephus. Such later and lesser 
critics should have learned more judgment and 
modesty from their great father Joseph Scaliger 
when, as we have seen, after all his deeper in¬ 
quiries, he solemnly pronounces. De Emend. 
Pemp. Prolegom. p. 17, that “Josepnus was 
the most diligent and the greatest lover of truth 
of all writers;” and is not afraid to affirm, that, 
“it is more safe to believe him, not onlvas to the 
affairs of the Jews, but also to those tfcat are fo¬ 
reign to them, than all the Greek and Latin wri¬ 
ters, and this because bis fidelity and compass of 
learning are every where conspicuous.” 

least in Bithynia, even in the beginning of that century, 
as is wholly undeniable. 
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JEWISH WEIGHTS, &c. 


TABLE OF THE JEWISH WEIGHTS, MEASURES, &c. AND PARTICULARLY THOSE 
MENTIONED IN JOSEPHUS’S WORKS. 


Of Jewish Measures of Length. 



Inches. 

Feet. 

Inches. 

Ouhit, the standard, . . . . 

.... 21 . 

. 1 

9 

Zerelh nr large span,.. 

.... 10 1-2. 

. 0 

10 1-2 

Small span, .. 

.... 7. 

.. 0 

7 

Palm or hand's breadth, . . . . . 

.... 31-2. 

. 0 

3 1-2 

Inch or thumb’s breadth,. 

.... 1,16 .. 

. 0 

1,16 

Digit or finger’s breadth,. 



,875 

Orgvia or fothom,. 

.... 84 . 

. 7 

0 

Ezekiel's Canneh or reed, . . . _ 

.... 126 . 

.. 10 

6 

Arabian Canneh or pole,. 

.... 168., 

. 14 

0 

Schnpniis’s line, or chain,. 

.... 1680 .. 

. 140 

o 

Sabbath-day’s journey,. 

.... 42000 ., 

. 3500 

0 

Jewish mile,.. 

.... 84000 . ... 

. 7000 

o 

Stadium or furlong. 

.... 8400 . 


0 

Parasang,. 

.... 252000 . 


0 


Of the Jewish Measures of Capacity. 


Cub. Inches. 


Bath or Ephah,. 807,274 

Corus or Chomer, . 8072,74 

Seah or Saton,. 269,091 

Ditto according to Josephus, . .'. 828,28 

Hin,. 134,54 

Ditto according to Josephus,.414,12 

Omer or Assaron,. 80,722 

Cab,. 44,859 

Log,.. . . .. 11,21 

Metretes or Syrian firkin,.207 


Pints or Pounds 
. . . 27,83 
. . . 278,3 
. . . 9,266 

. . . 28,3 
... 4,4633 

... 14,3 
. . . 2,78 

. . . 1,544 

. . . ,39 

... 7,125 


Of the Jewish Weights and Coins. 


Stater, Siclus, or shekel of the sanctuary, the standard. 

Tyrian Coin, equal to the shekel,. 

Bekah, half of the shekel, . 

Drachma Attica, one-fourth,.. 

Drachma Alexandrina, or Drachmon, or Adrachmon, one-half, 

Gerah, or Obolus, ODe-twentieth,.. 

Maneh, Mna—100 shekels in weight—21900 grains Troy. 

Maneh, Mna, or Mina, as a coin,—60 shekels,.. 

Talent of silver,—300 shekels.. 

Drachma of gold, not more than. 

Shekel of gold, not more than.. 

Daric of gold,.. 

Talent otgold, not more than. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

$ 

cts. 

, 0 

2 

6 

0 

55 

. 0 

2 

6 

0 

55 

. 0 

1 

3 

0 

271-2 

. 0 

0 

7 1-2 

0 

13 

. 0 

1 

S 

0 

271-2 

. 0 

0 

1 1-2 

0 

2,6 

. 7 ' 

10 

0 

30 

30 

375 

0 

0 

1666 

66 2-3 

. 0 

1 

1 


24 

. 0 

4 

4 


96 

. 1 

0 

4 

4 

51,2 

648 

0 

0 

2880 

00 


Table of the Jewish Months in Josephus and others, 


With the Syro-Macedonian Names Josephus gives them , and the Names of the Julian or Roman 
Months corresponding- to them. 


Hebrew Names. Syro-Macedonian Names. 

1. Nisan,.Xanthicus,. 

2. Jyar,.Artcruisius,. 

3. Sivan, .Dresius,. 

4. Tamuz,.Panemus,. 

5. Ab,.Lous,. 

6. Elul,.Gorpiieus,. 

7. Tisri.Ilyperberetaeus,. 

8. Marhcsvan,.Diue,. 

9. Casleu,.Appellieus,. 

10. Tebcth.Audinreus,. 

11. Shebat,.l’eritius,. 

12. Adar,.Dystrus,. 


Ve Adar, or the second Adar intercalated. 


Roman Names. 
March and April 
April and May. 

May and June. 

June and July. 

July and August. 

August and September. 
September and October. 
October and November. 
November and December. 
December and January. 
January and February. 
February and March. 
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AARON, 57, 408; is made high priest, 72; his sons, 73: 
his death, 84. 

Abassar, or Senabassar, 224. 

Abbar, king of the Tyrians, 586, 

Abdemon, a Tyrian, 171, 585. 

Abednego, 213. 

Abdon succeeds Elon as judge, 112. 

Abel, 26; his sacrifice, ibid. 

Abennerig, king of Cbarax-Spasini, 398. 

Abia, king of the Arabians, 400. 

Abiathar,the son of Ahimelech, 132; saves his life, and 
flies to David, 133: is high priest, 138,146, 151,154,156; 
is deprived of the high priesthood, 163. 

Abibalus, king of the Tyrians, 584. 

Abigail, 135; married to David, ib.; Amasa’s mother, 153. 
Abihu, the son of Aaron, 72. 

Abijah, or Abia, the son of Rehoboam,153,177;succeeds 
his father, 178; conquers the ten tribes, 179. 
Abilamaradochus: see Evil-Jllerodach . 

Abimael, 31, 

Abimelech tyrannizes over the Shechemites, 111; is ex* 
pelled, ibid; he destroys them all, ibid; is killed by a 
mill stone,ibid. * 

Abinadab, 118,164. 

Abiram,80, 82. 

Abishag, a virgin, David's nurse, 159. 

Abishai, 135. 

Abner, son of Ner, and Saul’s kinsman 120; general of 
his army, 140; reconciles the Israelites to David, 141; ts 
killed, ibid. 

Abram, or Abraham,the son of Terah, 31: leaves Chal¬ 
dea, and goes to Canaan, ibid; lives at Damascus, 32; 
advises his sons to plant colonies, 36; instructs the 
Egyptians in the mathematical sciences.32; divides the 
country between himself and Lot, ib.; God promises 
him a son, ibid; he heats the Assyrians, 33; dies, 37. 
Absalom, 149; flies to Geshur. 150; is recalled by a stra¬ 
tagem of Joab, 150; rebels against David, 151; pursues 
after him, 152; his army is put to flight, 153; he hangs 
on a tree by his hair, ib; is stabbed by Joab, and dies ib. 
Acencheres, king of Egypt, 584. 

Acenchres, queen of Egypt, 584. 

Achar, or Hachan, is guilty of theft, 100 ; is punished, 
Achimas; see Ahimaaz . [ib. 

Achish, or Anchus, kingofGath, 136. 

Achitophel; see AhithopheL 

Acm^ 448; her letters to Antipater and Herod, 348; her 
death, 351. 

Acmon, son *f Arnph. of the race ofthe Giants, attacks 
David, 156; is killed by Abishai, ibid. 

Acrathcus, or llatach,229. 

Actinm, battle at, in the seventh year of Herod’s reign, 
307, 308,311,431. 

Ada, the wife of Lamcch, 27. 

Adad; see lladad, 

Adam created, 25; his fall, 26. 

Ader. or Hadnd, an ldumean, 174. 

Adonias, or Adonijah, pretends to the crown, 159; takes 
sanctuary at the altar, 160;demands Abishag to wife, 
162; is refused,163. 

Adonibezek, king of Jerusalem, 104; is made a prisoner 
and has his hands and feet cut oft’, and dies at Jerusa- 
Adoram, 166. [lem, 105. 

Adrammelecb, 205. 

Adrassar; see Hadadeztr . 

ABlins G alius, 317. 

ASsop, a servant, 304. 

Agag, king of the Amalekitcs, 125; is killed, 126. 

Agar; see Hagar> 

Ay-yzpvKrixt, or forcible pressure taken offthe Jews by 
Demetrius, 358. 

Aggeus; see Itazgau 

Agones, or game-* every fifth year, in honor of Cirsar, 
instituted by Herod,315:nt the finishing nfC{Psarea,329 
Agrippa, (Marcus, the Roman.) his bounty towards the 
Jews. 241 ; is splendidly entertained by Herod, 324; 
makes equal return to him at Sinope, 324; his expe¬ 
dition to the Bosphorus, 325; his speech to the Jews 
at Jerusalem, 400: he confirms their privileges, 320; 
his letter to the Ephesians, in favor ofthe Jews, 331; 
and to those of Cyrene, ibid. 

Agrippa the Great, or E ; der, Herod’s grandson, 343,442; 
his various adventures,367:is manarled nnd imprison- 
ed,370;his future liberty and happiness foretold,37l;is 
released nnd made lord of two tetrarcliies,withthe title 
ofking,372; gives Caius a sumptuous entertainment at 
Rome, 375; is sent by the senate to Claudius, 391; his 
advice to Claudius, ibid; is sent back to his kingdom, 
393; Claudius bestows on him all the dominions of his 


grandfather,392; his eulogium, ib.;his bounty towards 
those of Berytusjb.; he treats several kings splendid¬ 
ly, 395; entertains Caesarea with shows; and appears 
himself upon the stage in a magnificent dress, and is 
applauded as a god. ib.; dies soon after an unnatural 
death, 396 ; his dominion and children, 460. 

Agrippa, son of Agrippa the Great, by Cypros, 460: did 
not immediately succeed in his father’s kingdom, 396; 
Claudius gave him thatofhis uncleHerod[ofChalcis,] 
401;to which he added thetetrarchiesof Philip and Ly- 
sanias, 454 ; he is hurt by a sling stone at the siege of 
Gamala, 500; his letters to Josephus, 19; his famous 
speech to the Jews to dissuade them from a war with 
the Romans, 467. 

Agrippa, son of Felix and Drusilla, 403. 

Agrippa (Fonteius) slain, 567. 

Ahab, king of Israel, 181; is reproved by Elijah, 183; 
fights with Benhadad and beats him, 185; pardons 
him, ib.; is afterwards killed himself by the Syrians, 
187 ; his sons, 194. 

Ahaz, king of Judah, 201. 

Ahaziab, son of Aliab, 187,188,194. 

Ahaziab, king of Judah, 194. 

Ahijah the prophet, 174; his prophecy, 175. 

Ahikam, 212. 

Ahimaaz, or Achimas, the son of Zadok, 151, 153; high 
priest, 211. 

Ahimelech, the high priest, slain bv the order of Saul, 

Aliitub, 163. * [132. 

AIiithophel,or Achitophel, 151; gives evil counsel, 152; 
hangs himself, ibid. 

Aibesieged, 100; taken, ib. 

Aizel, or Uzal, grandson of Heber, 31. 

Alans, nation of, 572. 

Albinus, procurator of Judea, 406. 

Alcimus, or Jacinms, the wicked high priest, 253; cal¬ 
umniates Judas before Demetrius, ib.; dies.254. 

Alcyon, a physician, 387 

Alexander Lysimaclms, the Alabarch. 369, 392, 401. 

Alexander, the son of Alexander, by Glaphyra, 442. 

Alexander, the son of Antioclms Epiphanes,257; surna- 
med Bala, note, ibid; king of Syria, his letter to Jona 
than, ibid: engages in abattle with Deraetrius,258;de- 
mandsPtolemyPhilometer’s daughterin marriage,259; 
is killed in Arabia, and his head sent tortolemy, 261 

Alexander and Aristohulus,Herod’s sons, put in prison, 
338; strangled by their father’s order, 341, 442. 

Alexander.the eldestsnn ofAristobulus,282,420;troubles 
Syria, 283; makes war upon the Romans, 419; is con¬ 
quered by Gabinius, ibid; killed by Pompey’s order, 
284,420. 

Alexander Jnnneus succeeds his brother Aristohulus, 
415; a sedition raised against him. 271; his expedition 
against Ptolemais, 272; he is called Thracida for his 
barbarous cruelty, 275; dies of a quartan ague, after 
three years’sickness, 276,416; his sous llyrcanusand 
Aristohulus, 276, 416. 

Alexander the great succeeds his father Fhilip, 233; con¬ 
quers Darius, ibid; pursues his victories through Asia, 
234; sends a letter to the high priest at Jerusalem, ib.; 
goes himself to Jerusalem, ibid ; his drenm.ihid ; he 
adores the name of God on the high priest’s forehead 
ihitl; enters the temple, ibid ; grants privileges to the 
Jews, ibid; the Pamphylian sea gives way to It is army 
61; his arms and armor kept in the temple of Diana 
at Elymais,252;tiis empire divided after his death,225. 

Alexander, the son of Phasaelns and Salampsio, 367. 

Alexander (Tiberius) succeeds Cusnius Fadusas procu¬ 
rator of Judea, 401, 460; is made procurator of Egypt, 
465.4771; is made chief commander of theltoinan army 
under Vespasian, 521, 555. 

Alexander Zebina, king of Syria, is conquered by Anti- 
oc.hus Grypus, and dies, 269. 

Alexandra, Alexander Jamieus’s widow, holds the ad¬ 
ministration after his death, 276 ; falls sick nnd dies, 
278; her eulogium, ib. 

Alexandra, daughter of Uyrcanus,wife of.Mexandcr,the 
son ofArstobiilus, llyrcanus’s brother, and mother of 
another Aristohulus and ofMariamne, 303:writes a let¬ 
ter to Cleopatra.ibid; sends the pictures of her son and 
daughter to Antony, by the advice of Pelhus ib.; is 
feignedly reconciled to licrod,ib.; is suspected by lie- 
rod, 304: prepares lo fly into Egypt, ib.; bemoans tho 
death ofAr:stobnlus,305;acquaints Cleopatra with the 
snares of Herod, and the death of her son, ib.; is put 
into prison, 306; her inderent behavior towards her 
daughter Mariamne,312; is killed byllcrod’s order,313. 

Alexandra, daughter of rhnsaelus and Salainpsio, 367; 
is married to Timius of Cyprus, ibid. 
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Alexandria, a great part of that city assigned to the 
Jews, 284; the Jews declared its eitizens on a brazen 
pillar, hy Julius C.Tsnr,287. 

Alexas, Salome’s husband, 342, 443. 

Alexns Sclcins, Alexas’s sun, 368. 

Alisphragmuthoflis, king of Egypt, 583. 

Aliturius,a Jew,4. 

Alliance between Ptolemy and Antiochus,242. 

Altar of incense, G9; of burnt-offering, made of unhewn 
stone, 524,588. 

Amedatha, or llammadetha, 229. 

A malekites attack tlic Israelites. 64; are conquered and 
plundered, 65. 

Amnn ; see Human. 

Amarinus.or Oinri, king of the Israelites, 181. 

Amasa, general of Attsalom’s army, 153, 154; the son 
of Jellier, 162; killed by Joab, 156. 

Atnasia8, or Manseiah, gox'ernor of the city, 206. 

Amathim, son of Canaan, 31. 

Amaziah.or Ainnsias, king of Judab, 197, 198; makes 
war on Joasb, king of Israel, ibid; is beaten, and mur¬ 
dered in a conspiracy, ibid. 

Ambassadors sent with presents to Ilezckiah, 205; am- 
bassadorsof the Jews slain hy the Arabs, 308; this a 
violation of the law of nations, 309; Jewish ambassa¬ 
dors had a right to sit among the Roman senators in 
the theatre, 288. 

Ambnssage sent by Jonathan to the Romans and Lace¬ 
demonians, 263; sent by the Jews to Rome, 254. 

Ambition and avarice, causes of many mischiefs, 141. 

Ambivius, (Marcus,) procut ator of Judea, 362. 

Amenophis, king of Egypt, 584, 591,592. 

Aniesses, queen of Egypt, 584. 

Aiiiinndah, 223. 

Ainmonins killed, 2C1. 

Amiion, David’s son, 143; falls in love with his sister 
Tatnar, 149; is slain hy Absalom’s order, ibid. 

Antorites given to the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the 
half tribe of Mnnasseh,89. 

Amphitheatre built at Jerusalem, and another in the 
adjoining plain, by Herod the Great, 315; another at 
Jericho, 352. 

Amrnm, Moses’s father, 54. 

Amram, a seditious Jew, 397. 

Amrephel,32. 

Amutal; see Hamutal. 

Anacharis, or Rabsaris, a general of Sennacherib,203. 

Ananelus made high priest, 303; deprived of that digni¬ 
ty, 304; restored to it, 305. 

Ananias, the son of A’ebedeus, made high priest, 401, 
461, 470; his son Ananus,461; slain together with his 
brother Ilezckiah, 471. 

Ananias, (different from the former,) 224 ; son ofOnias, 
270,274. 

Ananias, the son of Masambalns, high priest. 544. 

Ananus, senior, made high prie9t,406; hiseulogium,505. 

Ananns, junior, the son of Ananus, made high priest, 
41G, 12.505; bis speech to the people, 505; accused 
of the murder of James the bishop, 406; deprived of 
the dignity of the high priesthood, 407; his death, 511. 

Ananus, (or Annas,) son of Seth, made high priest, 362; 
deposed, ibid. 

Ananus, sou of Ramadus, one of Simon’s life-guard, 
544 ; Hies to Titus. 5 >4. 

Ananus, governor of the temple, 403. 

Ananus, son of Jonathan, 475. 

Andreas, captain of Philadelphus’s life-guard, 23G. 

Andromnrhu8 expelled the rnurt of llerod, 334. 

Andronirus, son of Messalamns, 259. 

Angels of God become familiar with women, 27. 

Aiiileus, 376, 377, 378; killed by the llabylonians, 379. 

Annins, (l.ucius,) takes Gerasa, 517. 

Annins, (Minurianus.) 381. 

Annins Rufus, procurator of Judea, 2G2. 

Antclns killed, 385. 

Aniigonus governs Asia after Alexander’s death,235. 

Aniigomis, son of Arisiolmlus, 282, 285; impeaches 
Hyrraiius and A ntipntor. 285; is conquered by Hrr- 
o<i, 293; invades Judcn, by the help of the Port Minus, 
291; is reestablished inthegovernment,296,425; cuts 
off llyrrniius’sears, and enuses the death ofPhnsne- 
lus, 296; surre tnlers himself to Sosius, 301,430; is sent 
in fetters to Mamie Antonins, ibid ; was the first king 
whose liend was rut off by the Romans, 302; reigned 
before Herod, 346. 

Antlgomis, son of llyrcnnual, and brother of king Ar- 
jstolmhis, made commander nt the siege of Samaria, 
270; Moved hy his brother, 271; watched by tliequeen 
and her favorites,and by their calumnies slain 271 414. 

Antioch Is the chiefcity in Hyrin, nnd the third city in 
the Itomnn empire, 482 ; the Jews made ritizens there¬ 
of by Selettcns Nicator,241; It is burnt down,5G5. 

Antiochian* nt first rebel against Demetrius, 265; 
their envy against the Jews, 565. 


Antiochus, king of Commagene,3G3,392,395, 541,571; 
a part of Cilicia, together with Commagene, granted 
him by Claudius, 392. 

Antiochus Cyzicenus, 270; assists the Samaritans, but 
is put to flight. 270, 413; is killed, 274. 

Antiochus Dionysus, son of Antiochus Grypus, king of 
Syria, makes an expedition against the Jews, 275 4)5 

Antiochus the Great, his letters in favor of the Jews, 
242; his wars with Ptolemy Philopnter and Physcon, 
2-11'.marries his daughter Cleopatra to l’tolemy, 243. 

Antiochus Epiphanes makes an expedition into Egypt, 
24G; takes Jerusalem, and plunders the temple, 247, 
412, 5G3; goes into Persia, 249; designs to destroy 
the Jews upon his return, ibid; his answer to the Sa¬ 
maritans, ibid ; his impiety, 268; he dies, and leaves 
the administration to Philip, 252. 

Antiochus Eupstor, son of Antiochus Epiphanes, in¬ 
vades Judea, 252; fights with Judas, 253,412; makes 
peace with the Jews, 253; breaks it, ibid ; is killed by 
Demetrius, ibid. 

Antiochus Grypus, son of Demetrius Soter, 269; bis 
death, 274. 

Antiochus Philometer, 272. 

Antiochus Pius,son of Antiochus Cyzicenus, makes 
war with Seleucus,274 ; is slain in battle,ibid. 

Antiochus Eusebius, or Pius, the brother of Demetrius, 
besieges Jerusalem, 267 ; raises the siege, 268; makes 
an expedition against the Partisans, is defeated and 
killed, ibid. 

Antiochus the grandson of Seleucus, and son of Alexan¬ 
der, is commonly called The God, 241; is crowned in 
bis youth,262; enters intoaliiancc with Jonathan the 
high priest, ib. is slain by Tryphou his tutor, 266,413. 

Aniiocltus, the brother of Seleucus, slain in battle, 274. 

Antiochus Soter, brother of Demetrius, father of Gry¬ 
pus, 269; makes war with Trypho,207. 

Antipas, Herod’s son by Malthnre, a Samaritan, 243, 
443, is tetrarch ofGalilee, 351; goc9to Rome to get to 
be a king, 353,451; what was left him by Herod, 354 ; 
what wa9 given him by Caisar, 454; once declared 
king by Ilernd, 351. 

Antipas, one of the royal lineage, is put in prison and 
slain, 504. 

Antipater, the Idumcan, Herod’s father, called Antipas, 
excites troubles, 278; sent ambassador to Aretas, by 
Scnurus, 279; his wife Cyprus, the Arabian, and his 
children, 284 ; his valor, ibid; he advises Ilyrcanus to 
put himself under the protection of Aretas, 417; mnkes 
ltis9on Phasaelus governor of Jerusalem, and llerod 
ofGalilee, 286, 421; endeavors to deserve Caisar’s fa¬ 
vor, 284, 420; is honored hy Ctesanand made citizen 
of Rome, 285, 421; bis defenre against Antigonus 
285, 421; is made governor of Judea, ibid ; is greatly 
esteemed among the Jews, 286 ; is noise..ed, 292,423 

Antipater, son of Phasaelus and 8alampsio, grandson 
of llerod the Great, 367. 

Antipater, son of Salome, impeaches Archelaus before 
Ca'sar. 353. 

Antipater, son of llerod, 293; is sent to Rome to Ctesar, 
327, 414, 44G; while lie is there, lie, by letters, sets his 
father against his brethren, 348, 436, 437 ; his subtil- 
ty, 3:2; lie reigns jointly with his father, 342; is ha¬ 
ted hy every body, after tbe slaughter of his brethren, 
342 ; attempts his father’s life, ibid ; is concerned for 
himself, 332, 445; appears before Vnrus’s tribunal, 
346, -146; his plea for himself, 447 ; is put in irons, 348, 
448 ; is put to death, 351, 449. 

Antipater, a Samaritan, 445. 

Antipater, Herod’s sister’s son, 328. 

A ntipatris, taken by Vespasian,615. 

Antiphilus, 3-15, 445; his letter to Antipater,Herod’s 
son, 348. 

Antonin, Claudius’* daughter by Petina,4C2. 

Antonia, Clnudius's mother, and Drusus’s wife, lends 
money to Agrippa the drier, 369; her eulogintn, 370. 

Antonia, the tower, called Baris before, 416, 548. 

Antony, a captain, 481. 

Antony,a centurion, 492. 

Antony, (Mark) his valor, 282, 419; hi9 nnd Dolnbcl* 
la’s tier rre in favor of the Jews, 289; lie marches into 
Asin, after Cassius's defeat,293; his letter to llyrca- 
nm», ibid ; to the Tyrians, ibid ; he falls in love with 
Cleopatra,294; makes I’hosaclus and llerod tetrarrhs, 
ibid ; orders their arensers to be put to death, ibid ; 
confers signal favors on llerod, 297; sojourns at 
Athens, 2118, 428; his luxury,300. 

Antonins, (Lucius,j Mark Antony’s son, sends a letter 
to the Sardians, hi favor of the Jews, 289. 

Antouius Primus, 522. 

Anubis, n god, 364, 

Apnclmas, king of Egypt,583. 

Apnme, Darius’s roncuhine, 221. 

Apion, ambassador for the Alexandrians to Calus, 374. 

Apollo’s temple at Gaza 274. 
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Apollo’9 temple in the palace at Rome, 357. 

Apollodotus, captain of the Gazeans, 274; killed, ibid. 
Apollonius, son of Alexander, 269. 

Apollonius Daus, governor of Codosyria, 260; challenges 
Jonathan to an engagement, and is defeated, ibid. 
Apollonius, governor of Samaria, 247, 249. 

Aponius, 392. 

Apophis, king of Egypt, 583. 

Apsalom, 471. 

Apsan, or Ibzan, judge after Jephtha, 112. 

Aquila, tho murderer of Caius, 385. 

Arabians circumcise tbeir children when thirteen years 
old, 35; ten towns taken from them by Alexander, king 
of the Jews, 279; Ethiopians are their neighbors, 193. 
Arabia borders on Judea, 279: Petra the king’s residence, 
ibid ; Zabdiel their lord, 261; Arabians are defeated, 309 ; 
their women are great poisoners, 345. 

Aram, 31. 

Am, or Haran, the father of Lot, 31. 

Arascu, or Nisroch, a temple, 205. 

Arascs, or Resin, king of the Syrians, 201. 

Aranna, or Orona, the Jebusite, 159 ; his threshing-floor, 
ibid; the place where Isaac was to have been sacrificed, 
and where the temple was afterward built, ibid. 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, comes to Herod, 335,338, 
439; goes with him to Antioch, 440; reconciles Herod to 
his son Alexander, and to his brother Pheroras, 440. 
Archelaus, son of Herod the Great, 343, 346, 443, 445; is 
made ethnarch, 353, 454; marries Glaphyra, 359, 455; is 
proclaimed king after Herod’s death, 352, 449 ; his speech 
to the people, 352, 450; endeavors to appease the peo¬ 
ple, 353; goes to Rome, 353, 451; is accused there by 
the deputies of the people, 357, 455; is hanished to Vi¬ 
enna in Gaul, 455; his dreams and Glaphyra’s, 360, 455. 
Archelaus, son of Chelcias, 396. 

Archelaus, sun of Magadatus, 554. 

Aretas, king of the Arabians, 274, 279, 337, 417, 444; 
makes an expedition against Aristobulus, 279 ; succeeds 
Obodas, 337; affords succors to Hyrcanus, 417; im¬ 
peaches Sylleus, jointly with Antipater, before Caesar, 344. 
Aretas, king of Coelosyria, makes an expedition into Ju¬ 
dea, 276. 

Aretas, of Petra, 357, 366. 

Arioch, captain of Nebuchadnezzar’s life-guards, 213. 
Arion, treasurer of Alexandria, 244. 

Aristras, or Aristeeus, one of Ptolemy Philadelphus’s life¬ 
guards, 236. 

Aristobulus, son of Hyrcanus I. 271; the first high priest 
who assumed the title of king of the Jews, ibid; called 
Philielen, or lover of the Greeks, 272. 

Aristobulus, son of Alexander Janneus, an enterprising 
and bold man, 277; complains of the Pharisees, ibid; re- 
pioaches his mother Alexandra, ibid; endeavors to 
take possession of the kingdom during his mother’s life, 
ibid; figb/s with his elder brother Hyrcanus for the 
cruwn, 278; brings him to an accommodation, 278, 417; 
sends a golden vine to Pumpey, 230; his children brought 
captive to Rome by Pompey, 282; escapes out of prison, 
but is retaken and sent back again to Rome by Gabinius, 
233, 420; his firmness in adversity, 233 ; is puisoned by 
the partisans of Pompey, 284; his children, ibid. 
Aristobulus. son of Herod the Great, 319; marries Ber¬ 
nice, Salome’s daughter, 324; is put in prison, 338; is 
accused by his father in an assembly at Berytus, and con¬ 
demned, 340; is straogled, 341,442; his children, 343, 443. 
Aristobulus, son of Herod, king of Chalcis, 404, 571. 
Aristobulus, sou of Joseph and Mariamne, 367. 
Aristobulus, son of Aristobulus, and brother to the famous 
Mariamne, a beautiful youth, is made high priest by He¬ 
rod, 304; is drowned by the secret order of the same 
Herod, 305, 135. 

Aristobulus, son of Aristobulus and Bernice, and grand¬ 
son of Herod the Great, 367. 

Aristocracy the best form of government, 92; instituted 
in Judea (>y Gabinius, 419. 

Arithmetic and Astronomy came from Chaldea to Egypt, 
and thence intu Greece, 32. 

Arius, the king of the Lacedemonians, sends a letter to 
Oniasy, the high priest, 245. 

Ark ot God, its description, 69; taken by the Philistines, 
1)6; restored to the Israelites, 118; carried to Jerusa¬ 
lem, and lodged in the house of Obed-edom, after it had 
been with Atninadab, 144. 

Ark of Noah, where it rested, 28; mentioned by all bar¬ 
barian historians, ibid its remains long preserved, 398. 
Armais, king of Egypt, 584. 

Armenia conquered by Antonius, 307 ; Cotys, king of tho 
Lesser Armenia, 39£ 

Armcsscs, king of Egypt, 584. 

Armory of David in tho temple, 196. 

Aropheus, or Armariah, 163. 

Arphaxad, 31. 

Aruutius, (Euaristus,) 386. 

Aruntius, (Paulus,) 384. 

Arsaces, king of the Parthinns, 2G4, 2G8. 

Artabanus, king of Media, 363. 


Artabaous, king of the Parthians, 365, 377; he flies to 
Izutes, 399; is kindly received by him, and restored to 
his kingdom, 400; dies, ibid. 

Artabazes, or Artavasdee, son of Tigranes, is given as a 
present to Cleopatra by Antonius, 431. 

Artaxerxes, king of the Persians, 227; his edict again* 
the Jews, 229 ; contradicted, 232. 

Artaxias, king of Armenia, 307. 

Artorius cunningly saves his own life, 553. 

Arucas, 31. 

Arudeus, 31. 

Asa, king of Jernsalem, 180; makes an alliance with the 
king of Damascus, ibid. 

Asahel, killed by Aboer, 140. 

Asamoneus, 248. 

Asamoueans, the end of their reign, 302. 

Ascalonites, punished fur tbeir stubbornness, 244. 

Asermoth, or Hazarmaveth, 31. 

Aserymus, king of the Tyrians, 585. 

Ashdod, or Azotus, taken by Jonathan, 2G0; its inhabit 
ants plagued on account of the ark of God, 117. 

Ashkeoaz, 30. 

Ashpenaz, aQ eunuch, 213. 

Ashur, 31. 

Asia, its convention at Ancyra, 331; Valerius, proconsul 
of Asia, 387; five hundred cities of Asia, 468. 

Asineus and Anileus, two brethren, 376. 

Asocheus or Shishak, king of Egypt, 563. 

Asprenas, 384 ; cut in pieces, 385. 

Assemblies forbidden to all at Rome, but to the Jew* 
only, by Julius Caesar, 289. 

Abs’s head falsely reported by Apion as an object of wor¬ 
ship among the Jew's, 597. 

Assis, king of Egypt, 600. 

Assyrian empire overthrown, 205. 

Astarte’s temple, 139, 585. 

Astartus, king of the Tyrians, 585. 

Astronomy; for its Improvement the first men lived near 
a thousand years, 29; came out of Chaldea into Egypt, 
and thence into Greece, 32. 

Asylum, or right of Sanctuary, belonging to some town* 
in Judea, 89. 

Athenians decree honors to Hyrcanus, 286. 

Athenion, 243. 

Athenioo, a general of Cleopatra, 431; bis perfidiousnets, 
309. 

Athronges, a shepherd, crowns himself king of Judea, 356, 
453; is conquered with his brethren, ibid. 

Atratinus, Herod’s advocate, 297. 

Augustus’s arrival in Syria, 320; hislctter to Herod, 339 ; 
holds a council about the affairs of Judea, 353; his edict 
and letter in favor of the Jews, 328; is angry with He¬ 
rod, 337; is reconciled to him by the means of Nicolaus 
of Damascus, 339 ; divides Herod's dominions, 454: his 
death, 351, 459. 

Axiorainus, high priest, 211. 

Azariah, the prophet, 180. 

Azarius, high priest, 211. 

Azarias, one of Daniel’s companions, 213. 

Azurias, a commander under Judas, is defeated by Got- 
gias at Jamnia, 251. 

Azau, or llazu, 31. 

Azizus, king of Emesa, 403; is circumcised, and marries 
Drusilia, the sister of Agrippn junior, ibid ; dies, 404. 

Azotus, or Ashdud, its inhabitants plagued on account of 
the ark of God, 117; taken by Jonathan, 260. 

Azricam, 201. 

B. 

Baal, king of the Tyrians, 586. 

Baal, god of the Tyrians, 195. 

Baaiis, king of tho Ammonites, 212. 

Baanah, the son of Rimmon, 112. 

Raaras, a place and a plant thine growing, 569. 

Bansha, king of Israel, 179; kills Nadab nis predecessor, 
ibid ; dies, 181. 

Baba’s children preserved by Costobarus, 314 ; afterward 
killed by Herod, 315. 

Bubylon, derived from Babel, (confusion of languages,) 
30; taken by Cyrus under the reign of Baltasur, 217; the 
great number of Jews wdio lived there, 376 ; Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar's huilding at Babylon, 216; its walls not built by 
Semiramis, but by Nebuchadnezzar, according to the 
testimony of Berosus, 585; its walls curiously built by 
Nabonnedus, of brick and bitumen,according to the same 
Berosus, ibid ; its pensile gardens erected by Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, in imitation of the mountains of .Media, 216,586. 

Bacchides, 253, 255; ho attacks the Jews, ibid ; he rage* 
against them, and is slain, 412. 

Badozorus, king of the Tyrians, 585. 

Bndus, or Bath, a Jewish measure, 166. 

Bagoas, an eunuch, 344. 

Bagosos, an enemy of the Jew s, 233 

Balak, king of Moab, 85. 

Baladan, king of Babylon, 205. 

Balaam, tho prophet, 85; his ass speaks, ibid. 

Balatoros, king of the Tyrians, 586. 
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Belcazai js, kin" of the Ty rians, 585. 

Balas, ot Baron. kin" of &>dom, 3:2. 

Balm, or Unlsnm, near Jericho, 281, 306, 417. 

Baltasar, (Belshazzar, or Noboandclus, or Nabonadius,) 
jiing of Babylon, 216; his terrible vision, and its inter¬ 
pretation, *217; his death, ibid. 

Balthasar, (Beltcshazzar,) Daniel’s name, 213. 

Banacatcs, 164. 

llunus, an hermit, Josephns’s master, 3. 

Barachias, 201. 

Barak, excited hv Dehorah, encounters Sisera, 100. 
Bnrbariaus, their riches formerly consisted in cattle, 56. 
Bardaues, kin" of the Pnrthians, 400; he is slain, ibid. 
Baris, a tower built at Ecbatana by Daniel, 218. 
Barnubazus, 220. 

Barsus, kin" of Gomorrah, 32. 

llarueh, well skilled in tho Hebrew tongue, and left with 
Jeremiah the prophet in Judea at tho Babylonian cap¬ 
tivity, 212. 

Bnrzanhcrnes, governor in Pnrthia, 424. 

Barziliui, 153. 

Basnn, or Baasha, king of Israel, 180; alays Nadab hia 
predecessor, ibid. 

Basima, or Basmath, Solomon’s daughter, 164. 

Baskots carried upon the head, 46. 

Bassus, (Ventidius.) See Vcntidius. 

Bassus, (Cecilius, murderer of Sextus Caesar,) 201, 422. 
Bassus, (Lucilius,) is sent with an army into Judea; he 
besieges and takes Machcrus, 570. 

Baths, hot, at Callirrhoe bevond Jordan, 350. 
llathshcba, 147, 148. 

Bath, or Bad as, a Jewish measure, 160. 

Bathyllus, 445. 

Bathyllus, Antipatcr’s freedman, 346. 

Battering-ram, its description, 488. 

Battle at Tarichcae, upon the Lake of Gcnnesareth, 496. 
Bccltethmus, 220. 

Bela, or Zoar, the king of it, 32. 

Belshazzar, or Baltnsar, or Naboandelus, king of Baby¬ 
lon, 216; his terrible vision, and its interpretation, 217; 
his death, ibid. 

Beltcshazzar, Daniel’s name, 213. 

Belus, tho god of the Tyrians, 181. 

Belus, thegodofthe Babylonians,215; his temple there, ib. 
Bcnninh, a priest bv birth, a man of valor, 156; son of 
Jchoiada, 146; made commander of some troops of Solo¬ 
mon. 163; son of Achillas. 164. 

Beneficence, its commendation nnd reward, 137. 
Benbadad, (or tho son of Hadad,) king of Syria, besieges 
Samaria the first time, 18-1; the second time, 185; falls 
sick, nnd is smothered by llazael, 193. 

Benjnmitcs are attacked for their enormous crime at Gi- 
bcah, and at last terribly defeated and cutoff, 107; their 
tribe restored, ibid. 

Beon, 583. 

Bernice, daughter of Agrippn senior, 367 ; she is married 
to Herod, Agrippa’s brother, 393. 

Bernice, Agrippa’s mother, dies, 368. 

Bernice, Archelaus’s and Mariamnc’s daughter, 403. 
Bernice, the widow of Herod, marries Polemon, 403; 
leaves him, ibid. 

Bernice, Salome's daughter, Aristobulus’s wife, 324. 
Bernice, Agrippa senior’s daughter, and junior’s sister, in 
danger of her life, 465. 

Bernicinnus, Herod of Chnlcis's son by Bernice, his brother 
Agrippa’s daughter, 400. 

Berytus, where the cause between Herod and his sons 
was debated in a council or court, 339 ; Romans living at 
Berytus, 340. 

Bethuel, 31. 

Bezalecl and Aholiab, sacred architects. 68. 

Bigthan, 229. 

Birth-day of Ptolemy’s son kept by the Syrians, 244 ; pre¬ 
sents rnado thereupon, 245. 

Bobele, 224. 

Bocehorit, king of Egypt, 593. 

Book of the law found, 207. 

Books composed by Solomon, 161; twenty-two most sa¬ 
cred books among the Jews, 5 a l. 

Booz, of Elimeleeh’s family, 115; his kindness towards 
Ruth, ibid ; be marries her, ibid. 

Brazen vessels more valuable than gold, 225. 

Bride, how she was to part from one that refused to marry 
ber, according to the law of Moses, 115. 

Rritannicus, son of Claudius by Mcssalina, 462. 

Britons, 558. 

Brocchus, a tribune, 390. 

Brother, a title which Alexander Balas gave to Jonathan 
tho high priest, 257; tho enmo title was qIro given him 
by Demetrius Soter, 261. 

Buckle, or button, a golden one, sent to Jonathan, by 
Alexander, kin" of 3vri«,_ 2<>0; and by Demetrius, 262. 
Bnkki, «on of Abishua, high priest, 163. 

Borlhus, Nero’s Greek secretary, 405. 

Buz, Nahor’s son, 39. 

C. 

Cusar, (Jn'*un,) makes war ia Egypt, 284; his decrees 


in favor of the Jews, 287 is murdered by Brutus and 
Cassius, 201. 

Ctesurca, built by Herod, 319; it was 600 farlongs from 
Jerusalem, 414. 

Caesarean games instituted by Herod, 315. 434 ; begun at 
the finishing of Ctesarea Augusta, 329. 

Cmscnius Pet us, president of Syria, 571. 

C.Tsonia, wife ofCaius, killed by Lupus, 388. 

Cain murders his brother Abel, 26; his punishment,ibid ; 
he peoples the land of Nod, 27. 

Caius, the son of Gcrmnnicus, is made emperor, 372; puts 
Tiberius, the grandson of Tiberius the emperor, to death, 
ibid; bis cruelty, ibid; his behavior in the government, 
ibid ; ho orders his statue to be erected in the temple at 
Jerusalem, 473: gratifies Agrippa, and forbids its erec¬ 
tion, 376; his letters to Petronitis, ibid ; ho rages against 
tho Jews, 380; calls himself the brother of Jupiter, ibid; 
a conspiracy formed against him, 381; the conspirators 
increase in number, 383; his death, 385 his threatening 
letter to Petronius retarded till he was dead, 376. 460; 
his character, 389. 

Caleb, one that searched the land of Canaan, 78, 105. 

Calf (golden) near Daphne or Dan, 499. 

Cal leas, 342. 

Callimandcr, 270. 

Calliuicus, son of Antioehus, king of Commagena, 571. 
Callistus, a frccd-man of Caius, 383. 

Cambyses succeeds Cyrus, 220; dies after a reign of six 
years, ihid. 

Camp of the Jews, 77; of the Assyrians, 543. 

Camuel, or Kemuel, Nahor’s son, 31. 

Canaan, land of, its description and division, 102. 
Canaanitea distress the tribe of Dan, 107; are spared con¬ 
trary to the command of God, 105; war denounced 
against them by the tribes of Judah and Simeon, ibid. 
Candlestick in the tabernacle, 69. 

Canlherns removed from the high priesthood, 398. 
Capellus, son of Antyllus, 6. 

Capito, n centurion, or captain of an hundred soldiers, 464. 
Capitol, the end of the triumphal shows, 569. 

Captives of the Jews, how many killed, and how many 
kept alive, 562; captives carried in the triumph, ibid. 
Captivities of the ten, and of the two tribes, 213. 

Cureas, ^Karenh,) 213. 

Carus, ilerod’a catamite, 344. 

Cassander governs Macedonia after Alexander’s death, 
235. 

Cassius Longinus, president of Syria, 291, 322; favor* 
Antipatcr and Herod, 292; repels the Parthians,and then 
retires to Judea, 322, 397; is defeated at Phillippi, 293. 
Castles or citadels, two at Jerusalem, one in the city, and 
the other bv the temple, 252, 314, 316. 

Castor, tho Jew, his cunning trick, 535. 

Castration of men or beasts forhidden by the law of Mo¬ 
ses, 96; young men of royal blood castrated by Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar’s order, and among others Daniel the pro¬ 
phet, 213. 

Catullus, governor of Lib\n Pentnpolitana, 578; his ca¬ 
lumny ngainst tho Jews, ibid; liis death, and tho divine 
vengeance on him, 579. 

Cccilius Ibis sub, the murderer of Sextus Cscsnr, 291, 422. 
Cecinna, 522; sent to Vespasian, ibid. 

Celadus, 359, 453. 

Celenderis, 446. 

Color, n tribune, 403; is put to death, ibid. 

Celtic legion, 385. 

CcndeheUH, commander of Antiochus’s troops, 267, 413. 
Cereal is (Petelius) sent ngainst the Samaritans, 49] ; 
marches towards Hebron, 519; is ordered to attnek the 
temple, 551; called to a counsel of war about the tem¬ 
ple, 555. 

Cestius Callus, president of Syria, 13, 463; gathers an 
iirmy against tho Jews, 474; enters Jerusalem, 475; is 
beaten, 476. 

Chagiras, son of Nabutcus, 512. 

Chalaman. king ofthe Syrians, 147. 

Chaleol, 164. 

Cham, or llam, the son of Noah, 29; his posterity, 30. 
Chanaan, or Canaan, the son of Ham, 30; his posterity, 31. 
Charnn, or lliirnn, 31. 

Chares, 500; dies, 502. 

Chnturn, or Keturnh, Abraham’s last wife, 36. 

Chehron, king of Egypt, 584. 

Chebron, or Hebron, older than Memphis, (Tama,) 518; 
taken by the Israelites,. 103. 

Chedorlaomer, 32. 

Chelbes, king of the Tyrians, 586 
Chelcins, 270, 273. 

Clielion, or Cliilion. 115. 

Choreas, (Cassius,) is si irred up ngainst Cams, 381; draw* 
others into the conspiracy, ibid; give* Caiu* the fir*t 
blow, 384 ; is beheaded, 392, 

Chcruhim, their shape not known, 167. 

Chesed, Nahor’s son, 31. 

Chetim, or Kittim, 30. 

Children not always like their parents, 119. 

Christ and Christians, 364. 
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Chusarthes, or Cushan, the king of Assyria, oppresses the 
Israelites, 108. 

Chusi, or Husliai, 152. 

Cbutlieans, (people of Cutha,) who they were, and whence 
they came, 203; go to Samaria, 213; hinder the rebuild¬ 
ing of the temple, 223. 

Cinnamus, 400. 

Circumcision is received in Palestine by the Jews. 5S7; 
its institution, 33; the Arabianscircumcise their children 
after the thirteenth year of their age, 35; the Syrians in 
Palestine receive circumcision from the Egyptians, ac¬ 
cording to Herodotus, 178; not to be forced upon any 
body, in the opinion of Josephus, 8; the Idumeans forced 
to be circumcised, or leave tbeir country, by John Ilyr- 
canus, 208; the Itureans forced to be circumcised by 
Aristobulua, 272. 

ClassicKs, 500. 

Claudius Caesar, 387, 389; he is dragged out of a corner 
to the imperial dignity, 460; he is favored by the army, 
390; his liberality to Agrippa, 392; his edict in favor 
of the Jews, 393; his letter to the Jews, 397he dies, 
404, 402; his wile and children, ibid. 

Clement, 382. 

Cleopatra, daughter of Antiochus, married to Ptolemy, 
243. 

Cleopatra, wife of Philometer, 258, 596; she takes up 
arms against Ptolemy Lathyrus, 273; makes an alliance 
with Alexander, 274 ; takes Ptoiemais, ibid. 

Cleopatra, wife of Demetrius II., 267; married to Antio¬ 
chus Soter, ibid. 

Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, meets Antony in Cilicia, 294; 
her cruelty and avarice, 306, 431; kills her sister Arsi- 
noe, 306; obtains from Antony a part of Arabia and 
Judea, ibid; tempts Herod to lie with her, ibid; Herod 
conducts her towards Egypt, 307. 

Cleopatra, (Selene,) besieged by Tigranes, 277, 416. 
Cleopatra of Jerusalem, the wife of Herod, 343, 443. 
Cleopatra, wife of Florus, 40'J. 

Clevius, 384. 

Clitus, author of a rebellion at Tiberias, 11; cuts off his 
left hand by the order of Josephus, ibid, 480. 

Co?igna, (Cneos,) 565. 

Colonies within and without Italy, 393. 

Columns, or pillars in the land of Siriad, 27; of the Co¬ 
rinthian order in Solomon’s palace, 170; in Herod’s 
temple, 530. 

Commandments written upon two tables, 67; written by 
the hand of God, ibid ; not to have their very words pub¬ 
lished, ibid. 

Conquests easier gotten than maintained, 169. 

Conscience of good actions is safer to be relied on, than 
on the concealment of evil ones, 44. 

Conspiracy against Herod,316. 

Convention of Asia, at Ancyru, 331; convention at Jeru¬ 
salem, 6. 

Coponius, procurator of Judea, 360, 362, 455. 

Coracinus, a fish, 49S. 

Corah, or Korah, raises a sedition against Moses, 80; 

perishes with his faction, 82. 

Oorban, or secret treasure, 458. 

Corinthus, one of Ilerod’s life-guards, 34-1; an Arabian by 
birth, 444. 

Cornelius Faustus, son of Sylla, 282, 418. 

Cornelius, tho brother of Longue, 553. 

Corns, a Jewish measure of ten attic medimni, 79. 
Costobarus, an Idumean, Salome’s husband, 314. 
Costobarus, a ringleader of the robbers, 407. 

Cotylas, or Zeno, 266, 413. 

Cotys, king of Lesser Armenia, 395. 

Cow, the red cow for purification, 84. 

Cozbi, a Midianitish woman, 87. 

Coze, or Koze, an idol of the Idumeans before they turned 
Jews, 314. 

Crassus, governor of the east, succeeds Gabinius, 283; ar¬ 
rives in Judea, and plunders the temple of its treasures, 
ibid, 420; perishes in an expedition against the Par- 
thians, ibid. 

Creation of the world, 25. 

Crimea are encouraged by indulgence to those that com¬ 
mit them, 126. 

Crown, or mitre, of the high priest, 70. 

Cumanus, procurator of Judea, 401, 461. 

Curses denounced from mount Ehal,97, 102. 

Cuspius Fadus, procurator of Judea, 322, 397, 460. 
Customs, or taxes of Syria, Phoenicia, Judea, and Sama¬ 
ria, 8000 talents, 243. 

Cyprus, king Agrippn’s wife, 460. 

Cypros, Antipater senior’s wife, by whom ho had four 
children, 284, 420. 

Cypros, Antipater’s daughter by Cypros, 368; married to 
Alexas Selcias, ibid. 

Cypros, Herod’s daughter, married to Antipatcr, Salome’s 
son, 367. 

Cypros, daughter of Phasaelus and Snlampsio, married to 
Agrippa senior, 367. 

Cyrenius, or (iuinnius, 360, 572. 


Cyrencans derived from the Lacedemonians, 408. 

I Cyrus, king of Persia, 217; purposes to rebuild the Jew- 
| ish temple, 219; releases the Jews from their captivity 
by an edict, ibid; his death, 220. 

Cyrus, the son of Xerxes, called by the Greeks Artax 
erxes, made king, 227; his letter rescinding the edict of 
Ilaman, 232. 

Demons, 165. 

Dagon, the god of Ashdod, 117; his temple burnt, 260. 
Damascene colonies transported into Higher Media, 201. 
Damascus taken by Tigluthpileser, 201; taken by the Ro¬ 
mans, 279. 

Dan built by the Danites, 107. 

Danaus, or Hermeus, king of Egypt, 590. 

Daniel the prophet, 213 ; is castrated with his companions, 
ibid; their austerity of life, ibid; Daniel foretells the 
times of future events, 214; tells Nebuchadnezzar his 
dream, and interprets it to him. ibid; is honored for it, 
215 ; his companions are east intc a fiery furnace, ibid ; 
Daniel explains the hand-writing upon the wall, 217; 
carried into Media by Darius, ibid; is made one of the 
residents of the kingdom, ibid; a conspiracy against 
im, ibid; is thrown into the lion’s den, ibid; builds 
a tower at Eebatana, 218; the manner and certainty of 
his prophecies, ibid ; his vision of the ram and the" he- 
goat, ibid : his prophecy of the destruction of the Jews 
by the Romans, ibid ; of the profanation of the temple by 
Antiochus Epiphanes, 250. 

Darda, 164. 

Darius, the son of Astyages,called by another name among 
the Greeks, 217. 

Darius, the son of Hystaspes, made king, 220; makes a 
splendid entertainment, ihid ; proposes questions to he re¬ 
solved, ibid ; his letters in favor of Zorcbabcl, for re¬ 
building the temple, 222; has Cyrus's records searched 
about that temple, 224 ; gives orders for its rebuilding,» 
ibid ; his edict against the Samaritans, ibid. 

Dnthan, 80. 

David’s genealogy, 115; is anointed ! y Samuel, 127; 
plays upon the harp before Saul, ihid ; tights Goliath, 12S; 
his and Jonathan’s friendship, 129, 133; is reconciled to 
Saul by Jonathan, 129; is in danger of being killed bv 
Saul, 133; his flight, ihid; he spares Saul’s life twice, 
134, 135; promises to assist the king of Gath, 136; pur¬ 
sues after the Amalekites, and puts them to flight, 138 ; 
makes a funeral oration for Saul and Jonathan, 139; is 
made king of Judah, 140; and of the Israelites, 142; 
takes Jerusalem, 143; casts the Jebusites out of it, ibid; 
marries scveKd wives, and begets eleven children, ibid; 
conquers the Philistines, 144 ; has the ark carried to Je¬ 
rusalem, ibid; is reproached by Miehal, ibid; purposes 
to build the temple, 145; his victories, ibid ; his liberality 
to Mephiboslieth, 146; he falls in love with Dathsheha. 
147; causes Uriah to he slain, ihid; marries Bathslicba, 
148; is reproved for all bv Nathan the prophet,ihid; his 
son byBathsheba dies, ibid; he mourns for Absalom’s 
death, 154; orders the people to he numbered, 158; 
chooses the pestilence rather than famine or the sword, 
ibid ; makes great preparations for the building of the 
temple, 159; exhorts Solomon to build it, ibid, 161 ; di¬ 
vides tiie priests into twenty-four courses, HU; he dies, 
162; is buried with great pomp, ibid; the treasures hid¬ 
den in his monument, ibid, 268, 332, 413. 

Day unusually lengthened, 101. 

Deborah, 109." 

Deceased, what care was taken of them bv the Jews, 604. 
Decrees of the Romans, &c. in favor of tho Jews, 285, 
288, 294. 

Dellius, the wicked, 297, 303, 427. 

Deluge, 28. 

Demetrius, alabarch at Alexandria, 404. 

Demetrius, the sonof Demetrius, joins with Jonathan and 
Ptolemy his father-in-law, and conquers Alexander,261; 
called Nicatnr, ibid; his letter in favor of the Jews, 
ibid ; is hated by the Antiochians, 262; breaks friendship 
with Jonathan, ibid; i* conquered by Antiochus, and 
flies into Cilicia, ibid; is made prisoner by Arsaces, and 
released, 264; Trypho rebels against him.* 265; is hated 
by the army, 267; is defeated, and flies in vain to Cleo¬ 
patra his wife, ihid ; goes thence to Tyre, is made priso¬ 
ner, and dies, ibid. 

Demetrius Eucerus, fourth son of Antiochus Grypus, is 
made king of Syria Dnmascena, 274 ; his assistance de¬ 
sired by the Jews, 275; he makes war upon Alexander, 
nnd conquers him, ibid, 415; he makes war with his bro¬ 
ther Philip, is carried prisoner into Pnrthin, and dies 
there, 275. 

Demetrius of Gndnra, Pompcy’s freed-mnn, obtains the 
rebuilding of that city, 282. 

Demetrius Phnlereus, keeper of the Alexandrian library, 
236, 597; his petition to king Philadelphus, 237; he pla¬ 
ces the seventy-two interpreters near ihe seaside, 240. 
Demetrius Soter, son of Seleucus, made king of Syria, 
253 ; puts king Antiochus to death, ibid : sends Bacchi- 
doa and Nicanor against the Jews, 253 255; his char&c- 
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ter, ibid; bis letter to Jonathan, 257; is lulled in the 
war agaiost Alexander, 258. 

Demoteles, 263. 

Diana's temple at Elymaisin Persia, 252; country Diana'6 
temple in Egypt, 258. 

Diklub, 31. 

Dinah, Jacob’s daughter, *12. 

Dioclerus, 164. 

Diodorus, son of Jason, 269. 

Diodotus, or Trypho, 202. 

Dionysius, tyrant of Tripoli, 230. 

Diophanius, a forger of letters, 333. 

Divorce, whnt arc the causes of it, 94; whether it be law¬ 
ful for a wife to send a bill of divorce to her husband, 314. 
Doeg the Syrian, 132. 

Dogs, according to Elijah’s prophecy, devour the body of 
Jezebel, 191. 

Uulabella’s letter to the Ephesians in favor of the Jews, 
289. 

Dolesus, 514. 

Domitia kind to Josephus, 22. 

Dorniticn son to Vespasiau, is made regent in his father’s 
absence, 523; is kind to Josephus, 22; his expedition 
against the Germans, 56G. 

Domitius Sabinus, 536. 

Doris, llerod’sfirst wife, 293; is mother of Antipater, 443; 
is expelled the court, 445. 

Dorians erect Caesar’s statue in a Jewish synagogne, 394; 

Petronius's edict against them, ibid. 

Dorotheus, 240. 

Dortus, 403. 

Dositheus, a Jew, his perfidiousness, 310. 

Dositheus, a general of the Jews, 596. 

Dove sent out of the ark, 23. 

Draco’s laws, 530. 

Drusilla, daughter of Agrippa senior, by Cypros, 367; 
married to Azizus, king of Emesa, 403; afterward to 
Felix, procurator of Judea, ibid. 

Drusus, her brother, 367. 

Drusus, brother of Tiberius, 368. 

Duration of the Jewish law, 604. 

E. 

Eagle, golden eagle pulled down from the front of the 
temple, 349; holding a dragon in his claws, is the seal of 
the Lacedemonians, 246. 

Earthquake, wherein the followers of Da than and Abiram 
were swallowed up, 82. 

Earthquake, a very great one in Judea, 308. 

Eatiog the sinew upon the hip, why refused by the Jews, 
42. 

Ebal, 31. 

Ebao, David’s son, 143. 

Ebutius, a decurion, 486; slain in battle, 500. 

Eclipse of the moon, 350. 

Ecmbalus, king of Tyre, 566. 

Eglon, king of Moab, oppresses the Israelites, 103; is slain, 
ibid. 

Egypt, named from a king, 584. 

Egyptian kings were called Pharaohs for 1300 years, till 
the reign of Solomon, 171. 

Egyptian false prophet put to flight by Felix, 405, 462. 
Egyptians, famous before all other nations for wisdom, 
164 ; learned mathematics of Abraham, 32 ; their sacred 
scribes or priests, 53; they held it unlawful to feed cat¬ 
tle, 52. 

Elah succeeds Baasha in the kingdom of Israel, 181. 
Elam, 31. 

Elcanah, or Elkanah, 201. 

Elconah, or Elkanuh, Samuel’s father, 116 
Elcias, the high priest, 211. 

Elenzar’s house, 160. 

Eieazar’s commendation, 532. 

Elcazar, the son of Aaron, 72. 

EJcazar, the son of Ananias, the high priest, 3G2, 470. 
Elcazar, the son of Dineus, 402, 404. 

Eleaznr, the son of Dodo, 157. 

Eleazar casts out a demon, 1G5. 

Elcazar, the brother of Joazar, made high priest, 359; 
deprived, ibid. 

Eleazar, brother of Judas Maccabeus, called Auran, 248, 
252; is crushed to death by an elephant, ibid, 412. 
Eleazar, a ring-leader of the robbers, 397, 572; is taken 
prisoner, and sent to Rome, 404, 462. 

Elenznr of Masudn’s speech to his garrison, 575. 

Eleazar, the son of Moses, 57. 

Eleazar, tho high priest in tho days of Joshua, 83; lie 
dies, 104. 

Eleazar the high priest in the days of Pbiladelphus, 23, 
237, 359; his letter to Philadrlpliu*. 238; he dies, 243. 
Eleazar, treasurer of tho temple, 283. 

Eleazar, the son of Samoa*, his valor, 489. 

Eleazar, the son of Simon, 476, 507, 523, 527. 

Eleaznr, the companion of Simon, dies, 518. 

Eleazar, commander of the temple, 407, 470. 

Eleazar taken prisoner by Rufus, 570. 

Eleuthcri, or Freemen, horsemen bo called, 424. 


Eli the high priest, 114 ; is judge in Israel after Samson, 
ibid ; his profligate sons, 115. 

Eliakim, 204. 

Eliashib the high priest, 226; dies, 233. 

Elien, David’s sun, 143. 

Elijah the prophet, 181; his miracles wrought for the 
widow of Sarcpta, ibid ; he presents himself to Ahab, 182; 
foretells rain, 183; the false prophets are killed by his 
order, ibid; calls for fire from heaven, ibid ; is taken up, 
189; his letter to king Jehoram, 193. 

Elimelech, 114. 

Elioneus, the son of Cantharus, is made high priest, 395. 

Eliphale, or Eliphalct, David’s son, 143. 

Elisa, 30. 

Elisha, the prophet, the son of Sbaphat, 183, 189; his mi¬ 
racles, 190; his death and eulogium, 197; his cure of tho 
barren fountain, 516. 

Elkanah, or Elcanah, 201. 

Elkanah, or Elcanah, Samuel’s father, 116. 

Elmodad, 31. 

Elpis, Herod’s wife, 343, 443. 

Elthemus, general of the Arabians, 432. 

Eluleus, king of the Tyrians, 203. 

Emilius Rcgulus, 381. 

Emnos, David’s son, 143. 

Eneas, surnamed Aretas, succeeds Obodasin Arabia, 337 

Euuaphen, David’s son, 143. 

Enemies, when conquered, may be lawfully killed, 191 

Enoch, 27. 28. 

Enoch and Elijah translated, 189. 

Enos, the son of Seth, 28. 


Ensigns of the Romans, with Caesar’s image, 363; sacri¬ 
fices offered to them, 558. 

Epaphroditus, his character, 23; a great friend of Jose¬ 
phus, 22. 

Ephesians, their decree in favor of the Jews, 291. 

Ephod, 70. 

Epicratcs, 270. 

Epicureans, their error concerning providence confuted, 
218. 


Epiphnnes, the son of Antiochus, king of Commagcna, 396. 

Epistle of Jonathan the high priest to tho Lacrdcmonians, 
263; of Philadelphus, for freeing the eapti'.j Jews, 237; 
to Eleazar the high priest, ibid ; of Solomon. and Hiram 
kiDg of the Tyrians, 165 ; of Xerxes tu Esdras, 225; of 
Artaxerxes to the governors near Judea, 232 ; of Antio- 
chus the Great to Ptolemy Epiphanes, 242; of the Sama¬ 
ritans to Antiochus, 247; of Alexander Balas to Jona¬ 
than, 257; of Onias to Ptolemy and Cleopatra, 253; of 
Demetrius to Jonathan and the Jews, 261; of Julius 
Caesar to the Roman magistrates, 287; of Mark Antouy 
to the Tyrians, 293. 

Esau, or Edom, 43; his birth, 37. 

Escol, 33. 

Esdras, 225 ; his grief for the foreign marriages, ibid : he 
reads the law of Moses to the people, 226; he dies. ibid. 

Essen, or high priest’s breast-plate, 70; when its shining 
ceased, 71. 

Essenes honored by Herod, 320; are against swearing, 
456; their manners, rites, and doctrines described, 264, 
361, 455, 456; they abstained from anointing themselves 
with oil, ibid; their diligence in reading their sacred 
books, ibid; Simon the Essen on interpreter of dreams, 
360. 


Esther, 228; i9 married to the king, ibid; is concerned 
for the Jews, 229; invites the king and Haman toaa en¬ 
tertainment, itc. 230. 

Ethan, 173. 

Ethbaol, or Ithobalus, king of Tyre, 181, 585, 5S6. 

Ethi, or Ittai, the Gittite, 151. 

Ethiopian commodities, 172, 173. 

Ethiopians bordering on the Arabians, 193. 

Ethnarch, (Simon,) 266 ; contracts thence dated, ibid. 

Ethnarch, (Archeluus,) 358, 454. 

Euaratus of Cos, 337, 441. 

Euaristus Arruntius, 386. 

Eve created, 25; her fall, 26. 

Evi, king of tho Midinnites, 88. 

Evilas, the son of Cush, 30. 

Evil-Merodach, 216, 586. 

Eunuchs, 96. 

Euodus, frecd-man of Tiberius, 371. 

Eupolemus’s son, John, 254. 

Eurvcles slanders the sons of Herod, 337, 440 ; he returns 
to fiis own country, 441. 

Eutvchus, Agrippa’s freed-man and charioteer, 369. 

Eutyehus, Caius Caesar’s coachman, 391. 

Exempt from military service, who, 96. 

Exorcisms, or forms of casting out demons, composed by 
Solomon, 165. 

Ezokiel tho prophet, 208, 211; is carried captive into 
Babylon, 209; his prophecy concerning the destruction 
of the Jews, ibid; his prophecy reconciled to that of 
Jeremiah, ibid. 

F. 


Fabatus, Caesar’s servant, 344. 
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Fab iiis, governor of Damascus, 292, 423. 

Fabius, a centurion 282,423. 

Factions, three in Jerusalem, 525. 

Fados, (Cuspius,) procurator of Judea, 322, 397, 460. 
Famine in Judea in the thirteenth year of Herod’s reign, 
317; another in the reign of Claudius, 79,399,401; a 
dismal famine in Jerusalem, 540, 543; for Saul’s cruelty 
to the Gibeonitcs, 15G; at Samaria, 270; famine and 
pestilence, two of the greatest evils, 210. 

Fannns the consul’s decree in favor of the Jews, 289. 
Fannius, a Roman praetor, 209. 

Fast, observed at Jerusalem, 301; on the day on which 
Pompey took Jerusalem, ibid, 281. 

Fate, unavoidable, 187,545, 548, 549, 55G, 558. 

Feast of unleavened bread. See passover. Guests placed 
at feasts according to their condition, 245; funeral feasts 
among the Jews, 450. 

Felicity too great, the cause of many evils, 177. 

Felix, 292, 423: brother of Pallas, and procurator of Ju¬ 
dea, 403,404,402; ho punishes the mutineers, 405; is 
accused at Rome, ibid. 

Festivals of the Hebrews, 75 ; three great ones, ibid, 305; 
at those festivals Roman guards were posted at the tem¬ 
ple, 401; immunity granted them at those festivals by 
Demetrius Soler,253; celebrated by the Jews in shining 
garments, 271; and on them did no manner of work, 75; 
celebrated by the Gentiles in idleness and pleasure, 42; 
no mourning among the Jews at such times, 220; nor did 
they then travel far, 208; Egyptian women appeared at 
such times in public, 45; wood carried on a festival day 
for the altar, 470; festival at the dedication of the tem¬ 
ple by Judas Maccabeus, 250. 

Festus, (Porcius,) procurator of Judea, 405; he dies, 406. 
Flaccus, (Norbanus.) proconsul, 331; president of Syria, 

Flesh of horses, mules, &c. forbidden lobe brought with¬ 
in the walls of Jerusalem, 242. 

Flies, (the god of,) i. e. Baalzebuh, the god of Ekron, 188. 
Flurus, (Gessius,) procurator of Judea, 302, 397, 409; is 
the cause of the Jewish war, 4, 409, 463,464, 465, 406; 
he is derided by the people, 464 ; lie plunders the city, 
406 ; he calumniates the Jews before Cestius, ibid. 
Fonteius Agrippa, killed by the Scythians, 567. 

Fountain near Jericho, 510 ; is cured by Elisha, ibid ; its 
wonderful virtue, ibid. 

Friends never free from envy, 554. 

Frigius, (Titus,) 555. 

Fronto, 555. 

Fulvia, a lady defrauded of her money by a Jew, 365. 
Furius, o centurion, 282, 418. 

G. 

Gaal, protects the Sbechemites against Abimelech, 111. 
Gaam, 31. 

Gabaris, or Gabares, 164. 

Gabinius, 280, 281, 418; is made president of Syria, 282, 
Gad, the prophet, 158. 

Gadara, taken by Vespasian, 514 ; the Gadarens made 
prisoners, and killed, 515. 

Gnddis. (John,) 256. 

Guladens, their queen Laodice, 274. 

Gallia, 371; succeeds Nero. 517; is murdered in a con¬ 
spiracy, ibid. 

Gulileo comes all under the Roman duminion, 483, 502. 
Gallicanus, 492. 

Gallus, (Cestius,) president of Syria, 13, 463. 

Gallus, n centurion, 500. 

Gallus, (Rubrius,) 567. 

Gnmala besieged, 500. 

Games of the circus, 381; Olympic games restored by 
Herod. 330; Omsarean games" instituted by Ilerod, 315, 
330. 434; ordained by Titus on tho birth-days of his fa¬ 
ther and brother, 565. 

Gauls, 4G3; possess nt home the sourco of happiness, ibid; 
become Herod’s life-guards, 433. 

Gaza taken and demolished, 274. 

Gnzcnns, grievously punished by Jonathan, 263. 
Gamellus, (Tiberius,) 371. 

Gnmellus, Herod's friend, expelled his court, 334. 

Gather, the son of Aram, 31. 

Gentile gods not to ho derided, in the opinion of Josephus, 
91, 606. 

Geometry, invented by the long-lived patriarchs,29. 
Gera, tlie father of Ehud. 108. 

Gernstrntus, king of the Tvrians, 586. 

Gerizzim, its temple demolished, 2G8. 

Germanicus’s house, 385; the father of Cnius, ibid; is 
sent into tho enst, 303; is poisoned by Piso, ibid. 
Germnns described, 468; are enslaved bv iho Romans, 
566; they mutiny, ibid ; a German’s prediction concern¬ 
ing Agrippa, 371; German Guard, 385. 

Gessius Floras, procurator of Judea. See Flurus. 
Giants, 78, 105; their remains in Hebron, ibid. 

Gibcah, its inhabitants guilty of a rape, 106. 

Gibeonites, by a w’ilo, make a covenant with Joshua, 101; 
their fraud detected and punished, ibid; they aro satis¬ 
fied fur the attempt of Saul to slay them, 156. 


Gideon’s stratagem, 110; he dies, ibid. 

Glaphyra, daughter of Archelaus, king of Canpadocia, is 
married to Alexander, the son of Herod, 324,332 ; her en¬ 
mity with Salome, 332, 438; her pride, ibid ; her lamen¬ 
tation wheo her husband was put in chains, 338; she is 
sent back a widow- to her father, 342; she is afterward 
married to Juba king of Libya, and afterward to Arche¬ 
laus, ethnareh of Judea, 360; her dream, and death, ibid. 

God, (the true God,) his presence in the tabernacle, 72; 
bis mercy only obtained by religion, 104; his foreknow¬ 
ledge, and that his decrees cannot be avoided,82; his 
will is irresistible, 54 ; without his w ill nothing can hap¬ 
pen, 48; his providence asserted, against the Epicureans, 
218; that nothing is concealed from him, 44; it is dan¬ 
gerous to disubey him, 125 ; w-hether it is easier to serve 
God or man, 178; lie uses beasts to punish the wicked, 
217; judged to be only the gud of the hills by the Sy¬ 
rians, 185; is not to lie imposed on by the wicked, 95; 
delights not in sacrifices, but in good men, 126; is called 
on in time of danger, by even bad men, 348; foretells fu- 
turities, that men may'provide against them,47; affords 
assistance only when the case is desperate, 60 ; delights 
in tbuse that promote his w-orship, 325; discovers his in¬ 
effable name to Moses, 57; is by nature merciful to the 
poor, 94 ; is omnipresent, 44, 83;’ his buunty the cause of 
all men’s happiness, 89. 

Gods (false gods) of Laban stolen, 40; of Cutha in Persia, 
brought to Samaria, 203; of the conquered Amalekites, 
worshipped by Aroaziah, 198; of the heathen, not to be 
cursed or blasphemed, in the opinion ot Josephus. 91, 
606; Baalzcbub, the god of flies at Ekron, 188. 

Goliath of Gath, a giant, 127; challenges the Jews to a 
single combat, ibid ; is slain by David, 128. 

Gomer, and Gomerites, 30. 

Gorgias, governor of Jamnia, is put to flight, 250; ba 3 
better success afterward, 251. 

Gorion, the son of Josephus, and Simeon the son of Gama¬ 
liel, exhort the people to attack the mutineers, 505; is 
put to death, 512. 

Gratus, procurator of Judea, 369; puts Simon, Herod’s 
old slave, to death, 356; meets Varus coming to Jerusa¬ 
lem, 453; one Gratus discovers Claudius, and brings 
him out to be emperor, 390. 

Greeks called old nations by names of their own, 30; aDd 
put the Hebrew names into their own form, ibid. 

Guards, placed about the temple, by the Rumans, 401. 


Hadad, king of Syria, 145. 

Hadad, or Hadar, an Edomite, becomes Solomon’s enemy, 


Hadadezer, or Hadarezer, king of Sophane, or Zobab, 174. 

Hades, Josephus’s discourse concerning. 608, 609. 

Ilagar and Ishmael are sent away by Abraham, 35. 

Haggai, a prophet after the captivity, 223, 224 ; he and 
Zechariah encourage the Jews to rebuild their temple, 
ibid. 

Ilaggith, David’s wife, 159. 

Halicarnasseans’ decree in favor of tho Jew9, 290. 

Ham, the son of Noah, 29 ; his posterity, 30. 

Hainan, an enemy of the Jews, 229; his edict against the 
Jews, in the nnme of Artaxerxes, ibid; ho otders n gib¬ 
bet to be erected for Mordecni, 230; is obliged to honor 
Murdeeai, 231; the edict is contradicted. 232; he is 
hanged on his own gibbet, 231. 

Hannah, the wife of Elkannh, 116. 

Ilaran, the father of Lot, 31. 

Haran, or Charan, a city of Mesopotamia, 31. 

Harlots, (common ones,) excluded from marriage, 93. 

Hataeh. See Acratheus. 

Ilaznel, king of Syria, 183, 192; he plunders Judea, 196; 
ho dies, 197. 

Ilazo, or Azau, 31. 

lleher, 31. 

Hebrews, twice carried captives beyond Euphrates. 213; 
thought by some to havo come originally from Egypt, 
nnd not from Chaldea, 51; not put to servile labor in 
the days of Solomon, 172; of those Hebrews that came to 
offer their sacrifices from beyond Euphrates, 79; they 
have peculiar rules about meats and drinks, 87; they 
fight theCunannites agninst Moses*#order,79; ten tribes 
lived beyond Euphrates, and out of the bounds of the 
Roman empire, 225; their Innguage and character came 
near to the Syriac. 236; their nouns have all the same 
formation and termination. 30; they havo but one tem¬ 
ple and altar, 91; met at Shiloh thrice in a year. 107; 
only the two tribes under tho dominion of the Romans. 
225; an unexampled sedition among them, 80; their 
wise men, in the days of Solomon, 164. 

Hebron, nn older city than Memphis, 51S; taken by the 
Israelites, 105. 

Heeatontoinnehi, 273. 

Heleias the Great, 374. 

Hele.ias, treasurer of the temple, 406. 

Holenn, queen of Adiabene, embruces the Jewish religion, 
393; goes to Jerusalem, 399 ; is buried there, 401 

Helon succeeds Ibzan as judge, 112 

Ilephzibali, 206. ~ n 
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Hercules’s temple, 585. 

Hercunius Capito, governor of Jamnia, 368. 

Hermeus, or Dnnaus, king of Egypt, 590. 

Herod, the son of Antipntcr, 284, 421; began to rule in 
Galilee in the 15th and [25thj year of his age, 286 ; puts 
Ezckins nnd other robbers to death, ibid ; being accused 
for it, he takes his trial, ibid; makes his escape, 292; 
goes to Sextus Caesar, and is by him made governor of 
Calosyria, ibid; is in favor with Cassius and the Ro¬ 
mans, ibid; made a governor of Syriu by him, ibid ; puts 
Maliclius to death, 423; beats Antigonus out of Judea, 
293; bribes Mark Antony, ibid; is impeached by the 
Jews, but is notwithstanding made a tetrarch by Anto¬ 
ny, 294; gets the better of the Jews that oppose him, 
ibid; escapes the snares of the Purthians, 295; the 
accidents of his flight, ibid, 425; goes to Egypt, and 
thence to Rhodes, and thence to Rome, 296, 426; made 
king by the Roman senate, at the desire of Antony, 297, 
426; sails bnck to Judea, and fights against Antigonus, 
297; takes Joppa, and besieges Jerusalem, 427; takes 
Sepphoris, 298; conquers his enemies, and the robbers 
of Judea, ibid; joins his troops with Antony’s at the 
siege of Samosata, nnd is received there with great 
honor, 299; is providentially delivered from great dan¬ 
gers, 300; defeats Pappus, ibid; besieges Jerusalem, 
takes it, makos Antigonus prisoner, and sends him in 
chains to Antony, 301,430 ; promotes his friends, and de¬ 
stroys those of Antigonus, 302; marries the famous Mu- 
riamne, the danghtcrof Alexandra, 303,430; complains 
of Alexandra, Ins mother-in-law, 303; causes his wife’s 
brother, Aristohulus, to bo cunningly drowned at Jeri¬ 
cho, 305; is summoned by Antony to take his trial for it, 
ibid; brings Antony over to his interest by bribes, ibid; 
puts Joseph to death, 306; is solicited to adultery by 
Cleopatra, ibid; makes war against the Arabians by 
Antony's order, 307, 431; his speech to the army in dis¬ 
tress, after he had been beaten, 308, 309, 432: he boats 
the Arabians in battle, 309, 432; he puts Ilyrcanus to 
death, 310; Herod's commentaries, ibid; oriiers Mari- 
amne to be put to death, if he himself come to an ill end, 
311; his presence of mind before Augustus Ca?snr, ibid ; 
he is confirmed in his kingdom by Caesar, ihid, 433; he 
entertains Caesar magnificently, ibid; he receives more 
favors from Cmsar, and has his dominions enlarged, 312, 
433; lie puts Mariamne his wife to death, 313, 436; he 
is very uneasy at her death, ihid ; he is afflicted with a 
kind of madness by divine vengeniicc, 314, 442 ; dcpnrts 
from the manners and customs of the Jews, 314; builds 
theatres, nnd exhibits shows to the people, 315; a con¬ 
spiracy against him, 316; builds a temple at Samaria, 
ibid; a palace at Jerusalem, 317; and a citadel six fur¬ 
longs from Jerusalem, 318; relieves the people in u great 
famine, 317; marries Simon’s dnughtcr, 318; his policy, 
ihid ; he builds Ctesnrca, 319; he sends his sons to Rome, 
ibid; builds a temple to Caesar, 320; eases the people of 
a third part of their taxes, ibid; forbids the people to 
meet together privately, ibid; keeps his spies, and be¬ 
comes one himself, ibid; honors the Esscoes, ibid; re¬ 
builds the temple at Jerusalem, 321,433; he makes a 
new law concerning thieves, 323: goes to Caesar, brings 
home his sons, and marries them, ihid ; entertains Mar¬ 
cus Agrippa. 324 ; is in great favor with Agrippa, ibid ; 
oases his subjects of the fourth part of their taxes, 326 ; 
the quarrels in his family, ibid ; lie favors Antipater in 
opposition to the sons of Mariamne, 327; goes to Aquil- 
cia, and impeaches bis sons at Rome before Ca*sar, ioid; 
is reconciled to them, 329, 437; celebrates games in 
honor of Caesar, 330; builds towns and castles, ibid ; 
builds Apollo’s temple, nnd renews the Olympic games, 
ibid; 435; his temper described, 330; ho opens David's 
sepulchre, 332; he suspects his kindred, ibid; lie is ac¬ 
cused by Sylleus before Ctrsnr, 326; his cruelty to his 
sons, 338; lie accuses them in a council at Berytus, 340 ; 
inquires of Nicolaus of Damascus what they think of 
him nnd his sons at Rome, ibid; bo orders them both to 
be strangled, 341 ; provides for their children, 342; his 
wives and children, 313, 367 ; he contracts nmrringes for 
Mnrinmne’s children, 342, 443; alters those contracts, 
ibid; sends Antipater to Cfesur. 3-11,444; is mndc to 
believe that his brother I’herorns was poisoned, 315, 
414; finds the poison was for himself, 345, 445; tries 
Antipater, and puts him in chains, 349; his bitterness 
in his old ngc, 351; ho makes his will, 349 ; his terrible 
sickness, 350, 448, 419; his bnrhnrous order for murder¬ 
ing the principal of the Jews, 350; he attempts to mur¬ 
der himself, 3ol ; ho alters his will, ihid ; his ehnracter, 
fliid ; his death and burial, 352, 449; his will opened 
and read, 352; not to take place till confirmed by Cac- 
*ar, 354. 

Herod, tho son of Ilcrod, made tetrarch, 362, 373, 458; 
builds towns in honor of CVsnr, ihid ; sends n letter to 
Caesar, 366; makes war upon Aretas kingof Arabia, 367; 
in banished, ihid, 459. 

Herod, half brother to the tetrarch, 366. 

Herod, son of Aristohulus by Salome, 367. 

Ilcrod. non of Aristohulus, by Bernice, Salome’s daughter, 
342, 442. 


Herod, Herod’s sen, by Mariamne, Simon’s daughter, 342, 
344, 366, 443; he is blotted out of Herod’s will, 445. 

Herod, Herod’s son, by Cleopatra of Jerusalem, 343, 443. 

Herod, Agrippa senior’s brother, king of Chalcis, 393; he 
marries Mariamne, daughter of Josephus by Olympias, 
king Herod’s daughter, 367; he has the power over the 
temple given him by Claudius, 397; his d6ath and 
children, 401, 460. 

Herod, son of Phasaclus and Palampsio, 367. 

Ilcrod, Polcmo’s brother, king of Chalcis, 396. 

Herodias, daughter of Aristohulus, by Bernice, Salome’s 
daughter, 366, 442; Agrippa senior’s sister, and wife of 
Herod, the tetrarch, envies Agrippa the royal dignity, 
373,459; follows her husband in his banishment, 373; 
married to Herod, son of Herod the Great, by Mariamne, 
Simon’s daughter, 367, 3G8; afterward married to He¬ 
rod, the former husband’s brother, while her former hus¬ 
band was alive, 368. 

llezekiah, king of Judah, 202; his religious speech to tho 
people, ibid; his lustration of the temple, and solemn 
celebration of the passover, ibid; he makes war upon 
the Philistines, ibid ; defends himself from Sennacherib, 
204 ; recovers from sickness, 205 ; dies, 206 

Hezckias, a ringleader of the robbers, 286. 

High Priest. See Priest, high. 

Hin, an Hebrew measure, 72. 

Hiram, king of Tyre, David’s friend, 143. 

Hiram, king of Tyre, sends ambassadors to Solomon, 165. 

Hirnm, king of Tyre, 584. 

Historians, their duty, 23. 

Ilophni, son of Eli, 115; he is slnin in battle, 116. 

House of the forest of Lebanon, 172. 

Hoshea, king of Israel, 201; he is made a prisoner, 203. 

Huldah, the prophetess, 207. 

Human sacrifice, 190. 

Hur, a prince of the Midianites,88; head of the Ephraim- 
ites, 164. 

Huslmi, 151, 152. 

Huz, 31. 

Hymns, composed by David in various sorts of metre, 
157. 

Hyreanus,son of Joseph Tobias, 244 ; his artful invention, 
ibid ; lie is sent to Ptolemy, and kindly received by 
him, ibid ; his actions and deqth. 246. 

Hyrcanus, (John,) son of Simon the Maccabee, escapes 
being slain, 267; attacks Ptolemy, 267, 413; is made 
high priest, 267, 413; is besieged by Antiochus, 267; 
buys a peace with three hundred talents taken out of 
David’s sepulchre, 268; marches into Syria and recovers 
the towns that had been taken away, and renews the al¬ 
liance with the Romans, ibid; besieges Samaria, takes 
it and demolishes it, 269; his intercourse with God, 270; 
his dream concerning his sons, 271; he was ethnarch, 
high priest, and prophet, 414 ; his death and culogium, 
271. 

Ilyrcanus II. son of Alexander Jnnneus, made high priest, 
277, 416; ngrees to leave the civil government to his 
brother, 278; his inactive genius, and why ho fled to 
Aretns, ibid ; he in vain tries to bribe Scaurus to be for 
him, 280 ; pleads against his brother before Pompey, ibid; 
recovers the high priesthood, 282; is confirmed therein 
by Ciesur, 285, 417; is honored by the Romans and 
Athenians, 285; and by Julius Caesar; ibid; is taken 
prisoner, and has his ears cut off by Antigonus, 296; is 
released by the Parthians, and returns to Herod, 302; 
ho is perfidiously treated, 303 ; and put to death by him, 
310 ; the various adventures of his life, 302. 

Hystasjics, Futher of Darius, 220. 

Jabnl, 27. 

Jabesh, fnther of Shnllum, 200. 

Jubesh Gilead demolished, 107. 

Jahin, king of Canaan, enslaves the Israelites, 109. 

Jaehicl, one of the posterity of Moses, 161. 

Jncimus. Poo Aleimus. 

Jacob horn, 37; contracts with Laban for Rachel, 40; he 
wrestles with an angel, 41 ; his sons, 40, 44 ; he privately 
depnrts from Laban, 40; bis posterity, when they went 
down into Egypt, 51; he weeps upon sending away his 
son Benjamin into Egypt, 49; he meets with his brother 
Esnu, 41. 

Jacob, son of Posns, 508, 560. 

Jacob, an ldumean, betrays his country, 518. 

Jndus, or Jaddun, son of John, high priest, 233; ho mecta 
Alexander in his pontifical garments, 234 ; he dies, 23& 

Jadelph, 31. 

Jadon, the prophet, 176; is killed by a lion, 177. 

Jael, wife of Ileber the Keaite, kills Sieera, 109. 

Jnhnziel, the. prophet, 188. 

Jamblicus, the Syrian ruler, 284, 420. 

James, tho brother of Jesus Christ, stoned, 406. 

Janias, king of Egypt, 583. 

Japhct, 29; what countries his sons possessed, 30. 

Jarden, n woodland, surrounded by Bussua, 570. 

Jared, 27, 28. 

Jason, or Jesus, 246. 

Jason, son of Eleazar, 254. 
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Javan, 30 
Jazaniah, 212. 

Ibhar, or Jeban, son of David, 143. 

Ibis, an animal in Egypt that destroys serpents, 55. 
Ibzan, a judge of Israel, after Jephthah, 112. 

Ide, a freed-women, 304; she is crucified, ibid. 

Idumeans, 250, 510, 511, 572; refuse to give the Israel¬ 
ites passage, 84; turn Jews, 268; are but half Jews, 
21)8; Coze, their former idol, 314 ; eclebrato tho Jewish 
festivals, 355. 

Jeban. See Ibhar. 

Jebosthus, or Ishboshclh, Saul’s son, ia made king, 140; 

he is treacherously murdered, 142. 

Jccoliah, 199. 

Jedidah, king Josiah’s mother, 206. 

Jehoaliaz, king of Judah, 208; he dies in Egypt, ibid. 
Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, 197. 

Jchoash, son of Ahaziah, saved, 195; is made king, 196; 
murdered, 197. 

Jehoiachin, or Jeconiah, king of Judah, 209. 

Jchoiada, 142. 

Jehoiada, the high priest, 195. 

Jehoiakirn, king ot Judah, 208; he rebels against the 
Babylonians, ibid; he is slain by Nebuchadnezzar, and 
cast out of the gate of Jerusalem, 209. 

Jehonadah, an old friend of Jehu, 195. 

Jehoram, king of Judah, 193. 

Jehoram, king of Israel, 189; his expedition against the 
Moabites, ihid ; his distemper and death, 194. 
Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahitub, 146. 

Jehoshaphat, a pious king of Judah, 181, 186; pardoned 
for making an alliance with Ahab, ibid ; his fleet broken 
to pieces, 188 ; his death, 190. 

Jehoshebah, sister of Ahaziah, king of Judah, 195. 

Jehu, son of Nimshi, 183; is made king of Israel, 194; his 
actions, 195; he puts Baal’s priest9 to death, ibid; dies, 197. 
Jehu, the prophet, the son of flanani, 303. 

Jenae, David’s son, 143. 

Jephthah puts tho Ammonites to flight, 112; sacrifices 
his daughter, (according to the opinion of Josephus,) 
ibid; makes a greut slaughter among the Ephraimites, 
ibid. 

Jeremiah, the prophet, 208; his lamentation upon the 
death of Josiah, ibid; his prophecy against Jerusalem, 
ibid; bis scribe Baruch, ibid; he is accused and dis¬ 
charged, ibid; his prophecy read in the temple, and his 
roll burnt, ibid; his prophecy of the Jews’ release from 
captivity, 209; be is put in prison, and thrown into the 
dungeon, 210; is left with Baruch in Judea, after Zede- 
kiah’s captivity, 212. 

Jericho taken, 99 ; its rebuilder cursed, ibid ; it is plun¬ 
dered by the Romans, 098. 

Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, conspires against Solomon, 
175; ho is made king of the ten tribes, 170, &e.; erects 
golden calves, ibid ; his hand withered, ibid ; his expedi¬ 
tion against Abijah, 179; he dies, ibid. 

Jeroboam II. the son of Jonsh, king of Israel, 198; he 
makes war against the Syrians, 1*99; he dies, ihid. 
Jerusalem taken hy David, 142; whence that name was 
derived, 143; besieged and taken by the Babylonians, 
211; besieged and taken by Pompey, 281; by llerod and 
Sosius, 301; by Ptolemy tho son of Lagus, 235; how 
many times taken, 563; made tributary iu the Romans, 
282; leveled with the ground, 563; declared holy, in- 
violahlc, and free, by Demetrius, king of Syria, 258 ; two 
citadels therein, 314; who first built it, 563; situated in 
the middle of Judea, 483; set on tire by the Romans, 561; 
a fast kept there yearly, 301; as also when it was taken 
fry Pompey, and by llerod, and Sosius, 281, 301; a Jebu- 
site king of Jerusalem, with four others make war on the 
Gibeonites, 101; they aro put to flight by Joshua, ibid; 
Jerusalem described, 528, 588; 

Jeroshah, Jotham’s mother, 200; 

Jcssai, the son of Achirnaaz, 157. 

Jesse, the son of Obed, and father of David, 126. 

Jesus Christ., a testimony to him, 364. 

Jesus, the son of Phubet, deprived of tho high priesthood, 
318. 

Jesus, eon of Ananus, his ominous clamor ami death, 557. 
-, or Jason, 246. 

-, the son of Snpphins, governor of Tiberias, 0,9,477. 

-, brother of Unias, deprived of the high priesthood 

by Antiochus Epiphancs, 304. 

Jesus, son of Gamaliol, made high priest, 407; the eldest 
priest after Ananus, 508, 511; his speech to tho Idume- 
ana 508. 

Jesus, son of Damneus, made high priest, 406. 

' ' , son of Gamala, 12. 

-, or Joshua, tho son of Nun, 78; becomes the succes¬ 
sor of Moses, 98; commands the Israelites against the 
Amalekites, 65; prophesies in tho life-time of Moses, 97; 
leads the Israelites to the river Jordan, 98; consults about 
tho partition of tho land, 102, &c.; his speech to tho two 
tribes and half, 103; his death, 104. 

Jesus, son ofSaphat, ringleader of tho robbers, 8,496. 
Jesus, of Thebuthus, a priest, 501. 

Jeshua, son of Joaedek, 223. 


Jethro, the Midiaeite, 105. 

Jews governed of old by an aristocracy, 283, 419; Jewish 
priests careful to marry according to their law, 581; at 
Alexandria had equal privileges with the Greeks, 473; 
are in great danger at Antioch, 565; at Ecbatana, near 
Galilee, 5; are cut off at Ceesarea, 6; at Scythopolis, 472; 
are in factions on account of the high priesthood, 246; 
are killed on the Sabbath day, 248; Jews beyond Eu¬ 
phrates, 302; at Alexandria in Egypt, and Cyprus, 270; 
go to war under Alexander the Great, 225; are carried 
into Egypt by Ptolemy Lagus, ibid; are banished Rome, 
365; desire to be a Roman province, 357; are favored bv 
Scleucus Nicator, 241 ; by Vespasian and Titus, ibid ; by 
Mareus Agrippa, ibid; by Antiochus the Great, 242; are 
shut up in the Hippodrome, hut afterward released, 351; 
pray for the welfare of the Spartans, 263; Antiochus, s 
Jew, accuses his own father at Antioch, 565; Jews hava 
privileges granted them by the kings of Asia, 331; Egyp¬ 
tians and Tyrians chiefly hated the'Jews, 583; Demetrius 
remits them pa rtof their tribute, 258; Jews at Alexandria 
are alowed an ethnarch, or alabarch, 284; are allowed to 
gather their sacred collections at Rome, 288: are derived 
from the same origin with the Spartans, 245: have their 
own laws under Alexander the Great, 235: are prohibited 
to meddle with foreign women, 244; are very tenacious 
of their own laws, 588: their ambassadors’ place at Rome 
in the theatre, 238: are numerous at Alexandria, 284: at 
Babylon, 302: the form of their government, 224 : their 
quarrel with the Syrians at Caesarea about their privile¬ 
ges, 405: their marriages, 603; they had a synagogue at 
Antioch, 565; their privileges under the Romans, 326; 
they send an embassy to Ca>sar, against Archclaus, 357 
the Asiatic Jews send an embassy to Caesar, 331: great 
slaughter of Jews, 379, 535, 567; their calamities in 
Mesopotamia and Babylonia, 376; beginning of the Jew¬ 
ish war, 410; antiquity of the Jewish rites, 325; town 3 
in Syria, Phoenicia and Idumea, belonging to the 
Jews, 276. 

Jezebel, Ahab’s wife, 181; is torn to pieces by dogs, 194; 
Images, or brazen oxen, were not lawful to be made by 
Solomon, in the opinion of Josephus, 174 ; images of ani¬ 
mals arc against the Jewish law, 315, 318 ; to set them 
up, or consecrate them, was forbidden the Jews, 349. 
Impostors throughout Judea, 404. 

Incense only to be offered by the posterity of Aaron, 200 
Infants murdered in Egypt, 53. 

Innocence makes men courageous, 248. 

Joab, general of David’s army, 140 : takes the citadel of 
Jerusalem, 143; conspires with Adonijah, 160. 

Joatham, or Jolham, high priest, 163, 211. 

Joazer, son of Boetheus. high priest, 350, 360, 362 ; is de¬ 
prived hy Arehelaus, ibid. 

Joctan, 31. 

Johanan, the son of Kareah, 212: he pursues after lsh- 
mael, ibid. 

Johanan, son of Eliasib, 226 
John Ilyrounus. See llyrcanus. 

-, the Baptist, put to death by Herod, 367. 

•-, the son of Dorcas, 504. 

-, called Gaddis, Jonathan’s brother, is killed, 25G. 

-, soil of Levi, rebuilds Gisehala, 5, 478; an enemy tc 

Josephus, 6, 8, 478; aims at absolute dominion, 502, 5l4. 
John, son of Sosas, 508. 

-, the Essene, 477, 481. 

-, son of Judas, high priest, 233; murders his bruthei 

in the temple, ihid. 

John, captain of the Idumeans, killed, 534. 

Jonadab, Amnon’s kinsman, 149; son of Shimeas, 150. 
Jonah, the prophet, 199. 

Jonathan, son of Annnus, 394; refuses the high priesthood, 
ibid; his aetions, 461; he is murdered by the Siearii, 462. 
Jonathan, called Appluis, the Mneeaboe, 243; lie makes a 
leaguo with Antiochus Eupntor, 413; is surprised by 
Trypho, and killed, ibid. 

Jonathan, son of Saul, beats a garrison of the Philistines, 
123; reconciles Saul to David, 129; his conference with 
David, ibid ; is slain in battle by the Philistines, 138. 
Jonathan, a Sadducee, provokes llyrcanus against the 
Pharisees, 270. 

Jonathan, a Jew, challenges the Romans to a sioglo com 
bat, 552; he is killed by Priscus. ibid. 

Jonathan, the son of Abinthnr, 151. 

Jonathan, ringleader of the Siearii, 578. 

Jonathan, the high priest, murdered bv the order of Felix, 
404. 

Jonathan, tho Maceabee, made commnnder of the Jews 
after Judas, 256; with his brother Simon defeats the Na¬ 
bateans, ibid; makes peace with Bncehides, 257; restores 
the divine worship, iuitl; defeats Demetrius’s captains. 
263; renews tho league with the Romans and Spartans 
ibid; his letter to the Spartans, ibid; he is killed by 
Trypho, 265. 

Jonathan, the son of Shimeali, kills a giant, 157. 

Joppa tnken by the Romans, 474; demolished, 495. 

Jumm, high priest, 211. 

Jordan, tho Israelites pass over it, 99. 

Josedck, high priest at the captivity, 211. 
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Joseph, son of Zacliarias, 251 
Joseph, son of Antipater, 420. 

Joseph Cttbi, eon of Simon the high priest, 406; he is de¬ 
prived, ibid. 

Joseph, aon of Camus, is mado high priest, 393; he is de¬ 
prived, 401. 

Joseph, called Caiaphas, ia made high prieat, 3G2; he is de¬ 
prived, 305. 

Joseph, son of a female physician, stirs up a sedition at 
Gamala, 11. 

Joseph, son of Dnleas, 55G. 

Joseph, son of Elleraus, officiates for Matthias the high 
priest, 350. 

Joseph, a relation of Archelaus, 453. 

Joseph, a treasurer, 313. 

Joseph, Mvod’s uncle, 305; he marries Salome, Herod’s 
sister, 436; he discovers his injunction to kill Mariamne, 
and is put to death, 305, 30G. 

Joseph, Herod’s brother, 293,3G7; he is scat intoldnmea, 
293; his death, 429. 

Joseph, son of Joseph, Herod’s brother, 3G7. 

Joseph, son of Tobias, reproaches his uncle Onias, 243; 
goes on an embassy to Ptolemy, ibid; becomes his tax- 
gatherer, 244 ; goes to Syria to gather the taxes, ibid; his 
wealth and children, ibid; begets Hyrcanus on his bro¬ 
ther’s daughter, ibid; dies, 245. 

Joseph, son uf Jacob, his dreams, 43; he is sold to the Ish- 
maelites, 44; his chastity, 45: he is put in prison, 46; he 
is released, ibid; he discovers his brethren, 47; he tries 
them, 48; he discovers himself to them, 51; his death, 53. 
Josephus, son of Mattatliias, made governor of Galilee, 
477: his dunger at Taricheae, 478: he reduces Tiberias 
by stratagem, 430: is in great danger again, 489; his 
mother laments him as dead, ibid ; his speech to the 
Taricheans, 9: his stratagems, 10, 11, 13, 15, 10, 17, 
487: be escapes a great danger, 9: he goes to Tiberias, 
II: his wonderful dream, 12: he goes to Taricheae, 15, 
16: his father put in chains, 544: he is betrayed by a 
woman, 492: he surrenders himself to Xicanor, ibid: his 
speech to his companions, 493: he is in danger of his life, 
494: he advises the casting of lots, ibid: he is carried to 
Vespasian, ibid: his speech to Vespasian, ihid: he is 
honored by Vespasian and Titus, ibid. 21: by Domitian 
and Domitia, 22: he is set at liberty, 522: his speeches 
to the Jews, advising them to surrender, 537, 549; he is 
accused of a conspiracy, 573: Titus gives him lands in 
Judea,21: he had in all three wives, 22: his children, ib.: 
he was greatly skilled in Hebrew and Greek learning, 
409; of tha sect of tho Pharisees, 3: he goes to Rome, 
ibid: he is made Governor of Galilee, 4 : frees the Sep- 
phoriteafrom fear, ibid: stays in Galilee, G: his modera¬ 
tion, G: his design in writing the Antiquities, 409: his 
diligence in writing history, ihid: he promises other 
works, 24, 409: when ho finished the Antiquities, ibid: 
when he was born, 3: his eonduct in Galilee, 6: he ap¬ 
peals to Vespasian, Titus and others, for the truth of his 
nistory, 582. 

Joshua, sun of Xun. See Jesus. 

Joshua, son of Sie, high priest, 359. 

Josiah, king of Judah, his piety, 207; his death, 208. 
Jotapata besieged, taken, and demolished, 487 to 491. 
Jotham, son of Gideon, his parable totlie Sheehemites; 110. 
Jotham, king of Judah, 200; his death, 201. 

Ireneus the pleader, 353. 

Iron harder than gold, or silver, or brass, 214; blunted by 
slough ter, 273. 

Isaac, 33. 

I-uiiah the prophet, 202, 204 ; hie eulogium, 20G ; his pro¬ 
phecy concerning the Assyrians, 205 ; concerning Cyrus 
two hundred and ten years before his reign, 219; tlie 
same read by Cyrus, ibid; his prophecy concerning the 
temple of Onias, 578. 

Ishbosheth, sun of Saul, is mode king, 140; is murdered 
by treachery, 142. 

Ishmael, 33. 

Ishmael, son of Xethaniah, murders Gcdaliah, the eon of 
Ahikam, 212. 

Isis, her temple polluted and demolished, 304. 

Israel. See Jacob. 

Israelites, numbered, 77, 158; their religious zcnl slacken¬ 
ed, 305; they are carried captive into Media and Persia, 
203. 

I*tob, or Islitoh, king, 146. 

Isus, high priest, 211. 

Ithamar, son of Aaron, 72; hi* family, 1G3; loses tho high 
pri«*st hood, 163. 

Ithobalus. See Kthbaal 
Juba, king of Libya, 455 
Juhal,27_ 

Jubilee, < t . 

Jueundu* one of Herod’s life-guards, raises a calumny 
against Alexander,337. 

Jucundos, captain of horse, 464. 

Judadas, or Dedan, 31. 

Judas, the Ewene, a prophet, 265. 

Juda*, a Galilean ur Gaulonite. the author of a fourth sect 
among tbo Jews, 3G0, 3G2, 455. 


Judas, aon of Jairus, is slain, 570 

Judns, sun of Aminadab, 223. 

Judas the Maccabee,243: succeeds Matthias his father, 
ibid, 412; his speech to his men before a battle, 249; ho 
is victor, ihid: he comes to Jerusalem, and restores the 
temple-worship, 250, &c.: takes vengeance on the Idu- 
means und others, ibid : besieges the citadel at Jerusa¬ 
lem, 252: is made high priest, 255; makes an alliance 
with the Romans, ibid: fights Bacehides, ibid: is killed 
in the battle, ibid. 

Judas, son ofChapseus, 2G3. 

Judas, son of Sariphue, or Sepphoreus, 349, 443. 

Judas, son of Eiiasib, high priest, 233. 

Judas, son of Ezechias, ringleader of the robbers, 356,453. 

Judea, it begins at Corea?. 280: a great earthquake ia 
Judea, 308: its fertility, 588: contains 3,000,000 of acres 
of good land, ibid : its description, 482: length, breadth, 
and limits, 483: hut lately known to the Greeks, 583: 
abounding with pasture, 306, 482- taken from Arche. 
Ians, and annexed to Syria, 360; parted by Gabinius into 
five jurisdictions, 283: entirely snhdued and pacified by 
Titus, 557: made tributary to the Romans, 282. 

Judges of the Hebrews, single governors, 224. 

Judges at Jerusalem, the Sanhedrim, 187. 

Judges of the council in Syria and Phoenicia, 222: seven 
inferior judges in every city, but an appeal from them to 
the great Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, 91,92. 

Juelus, high priest, 211. 

Julia, or Livta, Augustus Caesar’s wife, 330, 342. 

Julia, Caius’s sister, 391. 

Julian of Bithynia, a valiant captain, 549; his death, ibid 

Julius Capellus, 4. 

Julius Ca?sar’s letter to the Sidonians, with his and other 
decrees id favor of the Jews. See Caesar and Decrees. 

Julius Lupus, 388. 

Julius, commander of a Roman legion, 305. 

Jupiter Ilellenius’s temple upon Mount Gerizzim, 247. 

Jupiter the Conqueror’s temple, 391. 

Jupiter Olympius’s temple, 584; his statue, 380. 

Justus, son of Josephus, 22. 

Justus of Tiberias, the historian, 13; when they publish 
ed his history, ibid; he is condemned by Vespasian, blit 
saved by king Agrippa, 21. 

Justus, son of Pistos, stirs upsedition,5; his character, ib. 

lzates, son of queen 1 Mena, embraces the Jewish religion, 
398; is circumcised, ibid; conquers his enemies, 399. 
400; succeeds Monobazus, 398; he dies, 401; hia chil¬ 
dren and brethren are besieged in Jerusalem, 559. 

if. 

Kareah, 212. 

Kemuel, son of Xahor, 31. 

Keturah, Abraham’s last wife, 36. 

King, his principal qualifications, 161; three duties of a 
king, piety towards God, justice towards his subjects, and 
care uf the puhlic welfare, 200; need not give accoont of 
his actions, in the opinion of Antony, 305: should be 
eminently good, 137. 

King Solomun’s paluce, 170. 

Kings of David’s race, how many, 211. 

Kingdom, a reward of virtue, 126. 

Kitlim, or Cethium, 30. 

Korali, see Corah. 

Koze.anidolufthe Idumeans before they turned Jews, 314. 

Laban, son of Bethuel, 31; his froud, 40. 

Labor, nothing gotten without it, 65. 

Lahorosoarchod, or Labosordacus, 216, 586. 

Lacedemonians derived from Abraham, ns well as the 
Jews, 245. 263. 

Lamech, 27. 

Language, abusive, not to he punished witli death, 270. 

Languages confounded, 30. 

Laodice, queen of the Gileadites, 274. 

Loadiceans, their letter tu Caius Rubilius, in favor of the 
Jews, 290. 

Lnsthenes, a Cretian, 201. 

Luws given to the Israelites by Moses upon Mount Sinai, 
66, IK), 91; to be read on the fenet of tabernacles, ibid ; 
to be learned by children before all things, ibid ; to be 
written in the mind and memory, ibid ; forbid tho^ pun¬ 
ishment of children for their parents’ crimes. 197; for 
a rebellious son to be stoned, 340; mnrlial laws, 604; 
the tables uf the law, or ten commandments, 67; law 
of Moses translated into Greek under Ptolemy Pliila- 
dclphue, 23, 236; a law made by Herod to sell thieves to 
foreigners, 323 ; law carried in triumph nt Rome, 569. 

Laws among the Persians left to the interpretation of «a* 
ven persons, 255. 

l^entulus's, (Lucius) decree in favor of the Jews, 589. 

I.epidus killed by Caius, 381. 

Lcpidus, (Larcius,) 555. 

Leprous persons, obtain places of honor among several na¬ 
tions. 70; nre to live out of cities by the Samoritaa 
and Jewish laws. 192; the lepers of Samaria resolve io a 
famine to go over to tho enemy, ihid. 

Letters of the alphobet, whether brought into Greece by 
Cadmus and the Phoenicians, 580. 
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Letters of Solomon, and Hiram, and the Tyrians, 165; of 
Xerxes, king of the Persians, to Ezra, 225; of Artaxerxes 
to the governors near Judea, 229, 232; of Antiochus the 
Great to Ptolemy Epiphanes, 242; to Zeuxis, ibid; of 
Areus, king of the Lacedemonians, to Onias, 245; of the 
Samaritans to Antiochus Theos, 247; uf Alexander Balas 
to Jonathan, 257; of Onias to Ptolemy and Cleopatra, 258; 
of Ptolemy and Cleopatra, to Onias, 259; of Demetrius 
Nioator to Jonathan and the Jews, 261; of Julius Caesar 
to the Roman magistrates, 287, 288; and to the Sidoni- 
ans, ibid; of Mark Antony to the Tyrians, 293. 

Levite’s concubine abused by the inhabitants of Gibeah, 
106. 

Levites, exempted from military functions, 83. 

Levitical tribe consecrated by Moses, 83; their allowance, 
ibid; how many cities belonged to them, ibid. 

Liberiu3 Maximus, governor of Judea, 571. 

Liberty granted tbe Jews by Demetrius, 258. 

Libya, 30. 

Longinus, a tribune, 476. 

Longinus, a knight, his bravery, 535. 

Longus, a violent Roman, kills himself, 553. 

Lot, 33. 

Lot’s wife, 34. 

Lueilius Bassus takes Macherus, 569 
Lucullus, 227. 

Lupus, governor of Alexandria, 557. 

Lupus, Julius, a conspirator, is put to death, 392. 

Lybyos, 30. 

Lycurgus, 605. 

Lydda burnt, 474. 

Lysanias, son of Ptolemy, is put to death, 306, 424. 
Lysias, commander of Antiochus’s army, 249. 

Lyaimachus ubtains the government of the Hellespont, af¬ 
ter the death of Alexander, 225. 

M. 

Maaca, son of Nahor, by his concubine Reuma, 31. 
Maacah, Rehoboara’s w’ife, 177. 

Maaseiah, governor of the city, 206. 

Maccabees, their history, 248. 

Macedonians, governed by a Roman proconsul, 468. 
Macheras, 299, 300, 428, 429. 

Macherua, surrenders to Bassus, in order to set Eleazar 
at liberty, 570. 

Machines, or engines, of the Romans, 533; for casting 
stones, of how great force, 489. 

Macliir, 146. 

Madai, or Modes, 30. 

Magician, 462. 

Magog, 30. 

Mahalaleel, 28. 

Mahlon, son of Elimelech, 115. 

Malaleel or Mahalaleel, 28. 

Malchishua, son of Saul, 138. 

Malchus, or Malichus, king of the Arabians, 262,296,426. 
Malichus, a Jewish commander, 419, 422, 423; he poisons 
Antipater, 423; he is a great dissembler, ibid; ho is kill¬ 
ed hy a device of Herod, ibid. 

Mnlthacc, Archelaus’s mother, dies, 354; she was a Sama¬ 
ritan, und Herod’s wife, 443. 

Mambre, or Mamre, 33. 

Manahem, an Essene, 320. 

Manahem, son of Judas the Galilean, 4, 471. 

Manasseb, king of Judah, 206; he is carried into captivity, 
ibid; he is sent back to his kingdom, and dies, ibid. 
Manasseh, brother of Jaddus, marries the daughter of 
Sanballat, 234; he i9 made high priest among the Sama¬ 
ritans, ibid. 

Manlius, (Lucius,) son of Lucius, 269. 

Mauna raiued from heaven, 63; the signification of the 
word, 64; a sort of manna fell in Arabia, in the days of 
Josephus, ibid. 

Mnnncus, sou of Lazarus, 545. 

Manoah, 112. 

Manslaughter, suspected, howpurged among the Jews, 92. 
Marcellus, 365. 

Marcus, or Murcus, president of Syria, after Sextos 
Csesar, 291, 422. 

Marcus, president of Syria, succeeds Petronius. 394, 395. 
Mariamne, Agrippa senior’s daughter by Cypros, 367; 
married to Archelaus, 403; divorced, 404; afterward 
married to Demetrius, ibid. 

Mariamne, daughter of Alexander the son of Aristohulus, 
is married to Herod, 424; she grows angry with Herod, 
312, 435 ; her temper, 313; she is put to death, ibid; her 
oulogium, ibid ; her sons strangled, 442. 

Mariamne, daughter of Josephus nnd Olympias, 367. 
Mariamne, daughter of Simon the high priest, 367. 
Marion, tyrant of tho Tyrians, 292. 

Mnrriage of freemen with slaves unlawful among tho Jews, 
93. 

Marriage contracts, altered by Herod at Antipater’s de¬ 
sire, 342. 

Marsyns, freedman of Agrippa, 368, 371, 372. 

Marullus, master of the horse, 372. 

Mary, a noble woman, eats her own child, 553. 
Mattathias, great grandson of Asmoneus, the fattier of the 
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Maccabees, 247; refuses to offer sacrifice to an idol, 243; 
persuades the Jews to fight on the Sabbath-day, ibid 
exhorts his sons to defend the law, ibid ; he dies, ibid. 
Mattathias, son of Absalom, 263. 

Mathes, sou of Mattathias, 248. 

Matthias, made high priest, 394. 

Matthias Curtu3 and Matthias Ephitas, two of Josephui’e 
ancestors, 3. 

Matthias, son of Margalothus, or Margalus, 349, 448; ho 
and his partners are burnt alive, 350. 

Matthias, son of Theophilus, made high priest, 345, 407 
he is deprived, 350. 

Matthias, Josephus’s father, 3. 

Matthias, son of Boetbus, calls in Simon to his assistance, 
and is afterward put to death by him, 544. 

Maximus, (Liberius,) governor of Judea, 571. 

Maximus, (Trebellius,) 388. 

Meal, the purest used in the Jewish oblationa, 75. 
Megassarus, 542. 

Meirua, son of Belgas, 556. 

Melasr, an ambassador of Archelaus, 338. 

Melchisedcc entertains Abram, 33. 

Memucan, one of the seven princes of Persia, 228 
Menahem, general of Shallum’s army, kills him, and take* 
his kingdom, 200. 

Menedemus, the philosopher, 240. 

Menelaus, or Onias, 246. 

Menes, or Mineus, built Memphis, 171. 

Men’s lives had been happy, if Adam had not sinned, 26. 
Mephibosbeth, son of Jonathan, is highly favored by 
David, 146, 155. 

Mephramuthosis, king of Egypt, 584. 

Mephris, king of Egypt, 584. 

Merahulus, king of the Tyrians, 586. 

Meraioth, son of Joatham, 163. 

Mesha, king of Moab, 189. 

Meshech, or Mosoch, 30. 

Meshech, one of the three holy children, 213. 

Mesraim, or Mestraim, 30. 

Mesraites, or Mestreans, Egyptians, 30. 

Mesa, or Mash, 31. 

Mesala, 297. 

Messalina, wife of Claudius, 404, 462. 

Methusela, 28. 

Metilius, a Roman commander, 471. 

Micah, the prophet, quoted in Jeremiah, 208. 

Micaiah, the prophet, 185; he is put in prison, i>id. 

Mice, spoil the country of Ashdod, 117; five golden mice 
sent as a sacrifice, with the ark, by the Philistines, ibid, 
Miclia, son of Mepiiibosheth, 146. 

Michal, Saul’s daughter, married to David, 129; she saves 
David’s life, 130. 

Midianites, bring Israel into subjection, 109; Moses makes 
war upon them and beats them, 88; their women seduce 
the Israelites, 87. 

Milcah, wife of Nahor, 31. 

Milk, with the firstlings of the flock, offered by Abel, 26. 
Minucianus, (Annius,) 381, 382. 

Minucianus, (Marcus,) 391. 

Miracles, a foundation of credibility, 205. 

Miriam, Moses’s sister, dies, 84. 

Misael, one of the three holy children, 213. 

Mitgonas, judge of the Tyrians, 5S6. 

Mithridates, the treasurer, 218. 

Mithridates, king of Pergamus, 234; brings succors to 
Ca?sar in Egypt, 285, 421. 

Mithridates, Sinax, king of Parthia, 275. 

Mithridates, king of Pontus, dies, 281. 

Mithridates, a Parthian, marries king Artabanus’a daugh¬ 
ter, 378; he is taken prisoner, by Anileus, 379; and set 
at liberty, ibid; his expedition against the Jew’s, ibid; he 
routs Aoileus, ibid. 

Modius ASqoiculus, 6, 8, 11. 

Monobazus, king of Adiabeno, 398, 474; bis death, 398. 
Moon eclipsed, 350. 

Moses, his character, 31; his birth foretold, 53; how born 
and saved alive, 54; why called Mouses, or Moses, ibid, 
592; adopted hy Thermuthis, 54; brought up to succeed 
her father, ibid; tramples tho crown under his feet, 55; 
he is made general of the Egyptian army, and boats tbe 
Ethiopians, Ibid ; he marries Tharbis, the king of Ethio¬ 
pia’s daughter, 56; he flies out of Egypt, ibid; he assists 
llaguel’s daughters against the shepherds, ibid; sees the 
burning bush at Sinai, ibid; is apjxdnted to be the deli¬ 
verer of the Israelites, ibid ; he does miracles, and hears 
the most sacred name of God, 57; he returns to Egypt, 
ibid ; he works mirncles before Pharaoh, 58; he leads tne 
Israelites out of Egypt, 59; how’ many was their nom- 
ber, ibid; how old he was at that time, ibid; his prayer 
to God, 60; ho lends tho Israelites through the Red 8>ea, 
ibid; he makes tho bitter waters sweet, 62; he procures 
the Israelites quails and manna, 63,64; he brings water 
out of the rock, ibid; ho beats the Amalekites, 65; he 
brings to the people the tables of the covenant, 67; ho 
stays forty days upon Mount Sinai, ibid; his so long stay 
causes great doubts and uneasiness among tbe people, 
ibid; he confers the priesthood on Aaron, 72; offers sa- 
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crifices at the tabernncle, 73; receives laws and com¬ 
mands at the tabernacle, ibid; consecrates to God the 
tribe of Levi, 77; numbers the people, ibid; gives orders 
for their marching, 78, See .; sends spies to search the 
land of Canaan, 78; quells the faction of Corah, 81; his 
justice, ibid: his prayer to God, ibid; lie cleanses the 
people, 84; he destroys Sihon and Og, 85; he detents the 
kings of Midian, 88: he appoints Joshua to be his suc¬ 
cessor, 89; his predictions before his death, 90; his song 
in hexameter verse, 96; a recapitulation of his laws, ibid; 
he binds the Israelites by an oath to observe them, 97; 
he blesses Joshua, and exhorts him to lead the Israelites 
courageously into the land of Canaan, ibid; he is sur¬ 
rounded with a cloud and disappears, 98; his death great¬ 
ly lamented by the people for thirty days, ibid; he is scan¬ 
dalized as afflicted with the leprosy, 76; his great autho¬ 
rity, 79; his hooks laid up in the temple, 207; what they 
contain, 581; colled by Manetho Osarsiph, a priest of 
Osiris of Heliopolis, 5!t2; allowed by the Egyptians to he 
a divine mail, ibid; the ages in which he lived, 601; his 
virtue and great actions, 602; his posterity honored by 
David, 160. 

Mosoeh, or Mcscch, 30. 

Mucianus, president of Syria, 500, 517, 521, 522. 

Mule, the king’s mule, 160. 

Mundus, (Dccius,) ravishes Paulina, the wife of Satorni- 
nus, 364. 

Murcus. Sec Marcus. 

Musical instruments of the Jews described, 157. 

Mysinn war, 567. 

N. 

Naamah, an Ammonitess. the mother of Rehoboam, 175. 

Naamah, daughter of Lamcch, 27. 

Naash, or Nahash, king of the Ammonites, 146; his war 
against the Israelites, 121. 

Nabal, a foolish man, 134, 

Naboandelus, or Nabonadius, or Baltasar, king of Babylon, 
216, 586. 

Nabolassar, or Nabopollassar, king of Babylon, 585. 

Naboth, 183. 

Nabuchodonosor, or Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
585; he conquers a great port of Syria, 208; ho lavs a 
tax upon the Jews, ibid; he takes and sacks Jerusalem, 
209,210; his famous dream or vision, 214; his golden 
image, ibid; he lives among the beasts of the field, 215; 
he dies, ibid. 

Nabuzarndan, or Ncbuzaradan, plunders and burns the 
temple, 211; his other memorable actions, 212. 

Naccbus, captain of the Arabians, 33G, 339 

Naclior, or Nahor, 31. 

Nadab, son of Aaron, 72, 73. 

Nadab, king of Israel after Jeroboam, 179. 

Nahash. Sec Naash. 

Nahum the prophet, 200; his prophecy concerning Nine¬ 
veh, 201. 

Naomi, Elimeleeh’s wife, 115. 

Nathan, David’s son, 143. 

Nathan, the prophet, 145, 148, 160. 

Nations dispersed, 30; called by new names by the 
Greeks, 31. 

Nazarites, 83, 393. 

Neco, or S T cchn, king of Egypt, 207; ho is conquered hy 
Nebuchadnezzar, 208. 

Nehemiah, 226; his love to his country, 227; lie exhorts 
the people to rebuild the walls of Jcrusulcm, ibid; his 
death and eulogium, ibid. 

Nehuuhta, mother of Jehoiachin, 209. 

Neopolitanus, 8, 466. 

Nephan, or Elhanan, 157. 

Nergal-sharezcr, 211. 

Neriah, high priest, 211. 

Ncriglissor, king of Babylon, 216. 

Nero, made emperor, 401, 462; a most cruel tyrant, 405; 
his violent death, 517. 

Netir, a Galilean, 489. 

Niennor, 247, 219, 492; sent by Demetrius against Judas, 
254; defeated and killed, ibid. 

Nieanor, a friend of Titus, wounded with an arrow, 
_ 533. 

Nicaso, married to Mnnassch, 234. 

Nicaule, or Nitocris, queen of Egypt, 172. 

Nico, (or the conqueror,) the name of the principal Roman 
batteriog-ram, 535. 

Nicolaus of Damascus, the Jews’ advocate, 211, 324; he is 
sent to llerod by Augustus, 337; his speech before Au¬ 
gustus in favor of Arehelnus, 354, 35*, 452; he exagge¬ 
rates Antipater’s crimes, 347, 448; his brother Ptolemy, 
451. 

Niger, of Percn, 474, 477, 481, 512; his wonderful escape, 

Niglissar, 216. 

Nimrod, or Nehrodes, 29. 

Nisroch, or Araskc, a temple at Nineveh, 205. 

Nt*e, or Noah, 27; ho is saved in thenrk,28; invoeates 
God after the deluge, 29; God answers his prayer, ibid ; 
laws given to him, ibid; ho is overtaken with wine, 31; 
bis genealogy, 29; his death, ibid. 


Nnmus of Heliopolis, one hundred and eighty furlongs 
from Memphis, 573. 

Norbanus EJaccus’s (Caius) letter to the Sardinians in 
behalf of tho Jews, 331. 

Norbanus (another person) slain, 385. 

Numenius, son of Antiochus, 263. 

O. 

Oath prevails with Saul above natural affection, 125. 
Obadiah, a protector of the true prophets, 182. 

Obed, the father of Jesse, 115. 

Obed, the prophet, 201. 

Obedience to be learned before men undertake govern¬ 
ment, 90. 

Obedus, king of the Arabians, 274. 

Octavia, daughter of Claudius, 462. 

Odeas, high priest, 211. 

Og, king of Bashan, 85; his iron bed, ibid. 

Oil used in the Jewish oblations, 75; oil consumed by tho 
seditious, 545; oil prepared hy foreigners not used by 
tho Jews, 241, 478. 

Olympias, Herod's daughter by Malthace, a Samaritan, 
343; she is married to Joseph, the son of Herod’s bro¬ 
ther, 443. 

Olympius, Jupiter’s imnge, 380. 

Olympus sent to Rome, 338, 339, 441. 

Omri, king of Israel, 181. 

On, the son of Peleth, 80. 

Onias, son of Jaddus, succeeds in the high priesthood, 235. 
Onius, the son of Simon; made high priest, 243: causea 
great troubles, ibid. 

Onias, brother of Jesus, or Jason, made high priest, 304. 
Onias and Dositheus, two Jewish captains, saved Egypt 
from ruin, 596. 

Onias, son of Onias, flics into Egypt, and there desires to 
build a Jewish temple, 258, 412, 578; his letter to Ptole¬ 
my ar.d Cleopatra, 258; their answer, 259 ; he builds the 
temple Onion, ibid ; that templo is shut up, 578. 

Onias, a just man, procures rain in a famine by his prayers, 
279; he is stoned to death, ibid. 

Ophellius, 295, 425. 

Ophir, 31. 

Opobalsamum, 188, 281. 

Oracles of the prophets, concerning the destruction of Je¬ 
rusalem, 513, 558; concerning a great prince to arise in 
Judea, 558. 

Oreh, a king of Midian, 110. 

Orodcs, 363. 

Oronna, or Araunah, the Jcbusitc, 159; his threshing- 
floor, ibid ; where Isaac was to be offered, and the tem¬ 
ple was afterward built, ibid. 

Orpah. 115. 

Orus, king of Egypt, 584. 

Osursiph, (for Moses,) a priest at Heliopolis, 591, 592. 
Otho, made emperor, 519 ; ho kills himself, 520. 

Oxen, brazen, the Jews forbidden to make them, 174. 

P. 

Paeorus, king of Media, 400; redeems his wife and con¬ 
cubines from the Alans, 572. 

Paeorus, the king of Part bin’s son, gets jiosscssion of Sy¬ 
ria, 294 ; lays a plot to catch Hyrcanus and Phasaclus 
ibid; marches against the Jews, 424 ; is adrifitted into 
Jerusalem, ibid ; is slain in battle, 299. 

Pageants, or Pcgmnta, at Titus’s triumph, 568, 5G9. 
Palace at Koine, 390. 

Pulln9, Herod’s wife, 443. 

Pullas, Felix’s brother, 405.462. 

Palm-trees at Jericho, very famous, 188, 281. 

Pannychis, the concubine of Arehelnus, 440. 

Papinius, a tribune, 382. 

Pappus is sent into Samaria hy Antigonus, 300, 429. 
Paradise described, 25; a pensile paradise, or garden, at 
Babylon, 586. 

Parents’ good deeds nre advantageous to their children, 
179 ; how to he honored by the law of Moses, 604. 
Parthians possess themselves of Syria, and endeavor to 
settle Antigonus in Judea, 424 ; their expedition into Ju¬ 
dea, 294; they besiege Jerusalem, ibid; they take tho 
city and temple, 296; their jierfidiousncss, 295, 425. 
Passover, n Jewish festival, 59, 75, 279; tho manner of its 
celebration, 562; called the feast of unleavened bread, 
279, 253, 527; to be kept on tho fourteenth day of Nisan, 
221, 527; very numerous sacrifices then offered, and vast 
numbers come up to it, 353,450; from the ninth hour to 
the eleventh, and not less than ten to one paschal lamb, 
562; the numher of paRchal lambs in tlio days ofCcstius 
was found lo be 256.500, ibid. 

Paulina ravished by Mundus, 3G4. 

Paulinus, a tribune, 492. 

Pnulinus succeeds Lupus, as governor of Alexandria, 578; 
be plunders and shuts up the temple Onion, ibid. 
Pausanias, son of Cerastes, murders Philip, king of Mace- 
don, 233. 

Peace and good laws the greatest blessings, 159. 

Peace, as a goddess, has a temple at Rome, 509. 

Pedanins, 442, 552. 

Pekah slavs Pekahiah, and succeeds him, 200; he defeata 
the king of Judah, 201; he is slain by lloshea, ibid. 
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Pekahiah. king of Israel, 200. 

Peleg, 31. 

Peninnah, 116. 

Pentecost, a Jewish festival, 75, 355; whence it had that 
name, 452; vast numbers came to it, ibid; tbe priests 
then attended the temple in the night, 557; tbe Jews did 
not then take journeys, 208. 

Perea, entirely subdued by the Romans, 354, 355. 
Pergamen’s decree in favor of the Jews, 290. 

Perjury supposed by some not dangerous, if done by ne¬ 
cessity, 107; dreaded by Joshua and tbe elders, 101; 
dreaded also by the people, 107. 

Persians, their seven principal families, 220; their king 
is watched during his sleep, ibid ; their law forbade 
strangers to see their kings’ wives, 228; seven men were 
tho interpreters of their laws, ibid; their royal robes, 230. 
Pestilence. See Plague. 

PestiliusCercalis,the proconsul, reduces the Germans,566. 
Petina, the wife of Claudius, 404,462. 

Petronius, governor of Egypt, 317; he supplies Herod 
with corn in time of famine, ibid. 

Petronius, (Publius,) is made president of Syria, 374; is 
sent with au army to Jerusalsm by Caios, to set up his 
statue in the temple, ibid, 459; his endeavors to prevent 
it, and to save the Jews, with his and their wonderful 
deliverance, ibid ; his edict against the Dorites, 394. 
l’etus, (Ciesennius,) president of Syria, 571; his expedi¬ 
tion into Commagena, ibid. 

Phalion, Antipater’s brother, 280. 

Phalna, David’s son, 143. 

Phalti, son of Laish, 135, 141. 

Phannius, son of Samuel, made high priest, 505. 

Pharaoh, denoted king in the Egyptian tongue, 171. 
Pharisees, a sect among the Jews, 270,361, 416; they envy 
Hyrcanus, 270; were opposite to the Sadducees in their 
principles, ibid; their great authority, 344; especially 
in the reign of queen Alexandra, 276, 416; which lasted 
nine years, ibid; they refuse the oaths of allegiance to 
Csesar and Herod, 34-1; they are fined for it, ibid; their 
unwritten traditions, 264, 271; their moderation in in¬ 
flicting punishments, the common people side with them, 
270; they are most skilful in the knowledge of the law, 11. 
Pharnaces, son of Mithridates, 281. 

Phasuclus, son of Antipater, 234,420; his death, 296, 425. 
Phasnelus, son of Herod, 343. 

Phedra, Herod’s wife, 343. 

Pheldas, 31. 

Pheles, king of the Tyrians, 585. 

Pheroraa, Antipater’s son by Cypros, 420; hates Salome’s 
children, 332,438; makes Alexander jealous of his wife 
Glaphyru, with Herod his father, 333; provokes Herod, 
to anger, ibid, 334 ; Jays the blame upon Salome, 333; 
enters into friendship with Antipater, 343; is hated by 
Herod, 344; is ordered to retire to his tetrarchy, ibid. 
Pheroras’s wife pays the fine laid upon the Pharisees, 344, 
she associates with the other court ladies, 243,443; Phe¬ 
roras’s freed-men charge her ■with getting poison, 345; 
she throws herself down stairs, ibid, 445; her confession, 
345. 

Phideas, the high priest, 211. 

PhiladelphuH, (Ptolemy,) his skill and industry about me- 
ehanic^fcrts, 238; he propuses problems tq,tho seventy-two 
interpreters, 240; he procures the seventy-two interpre¬ 
ters to translate the law, 238, 239, 240. 

Philip, Herod’s son by Cleopatra, 343, 346, 433: brother 
of Archelaus, 454; what lferod left him hv his will, 351: 
what Ciesar gave him, 358: tetrurch of Gaulnnitis, and 
Truehonitis, and Paneas, 351, 353: he dies, 366: his eulo- 
gium, ihid. 

Philip, a Galilean, 489. 

Philip, son of Jacimus, 343, 5, 11, 470, 476. 

Philip, made regent of Syria during the minority of Eu- 
pator, 252. 

Philip, king of Syria, 274, 275. 

Philip, king of Mneedon, is slain, 233. 

Philippion, son of Ptolemy, marries Alexandra, the daugh¬ 
ter of Aristobulus, 284; he is killed by his father, ih. 420. 
Philistines, their ohiof towns, Gaza, Acenron, or Ekron, 
Askelon, Gath, and Azotus, or Aslnlod, 117, 136. 

Philo, chief deputy of the Jews to Cuius, 374. 

Philosophy of tho Jews contained in the hooks of their 
law, 596. 

Philostcphanus, 273. 

I’hineas, sun of Clusothus, 508. 

Phineas, son of Eleazur, slays Zimri, and Cosbi, 88; leads 
the Israelites against the Midinnites, ihid; his speech to 
the Jews beyond Jordan, 103; he is made high priest, 
104; tho high priesthood returns to his family. 163. 
Phineas, son of Eli, 115; he ofliciates as high priest, 116; 
he is slain, ihid. 

Phraatos, king of the Parthians, 302; his death, 362. 
Fhraataees, the son of Phrnotes, ibid. 

Pliul, or Pul, king of Assyria, 200. 

Phurim, or Purim, a Jewish festival, 233. 

Phut, the founder of Libya, 30. 

Pilate, (Pontius,) the procurator of Judea, occasions tu¬ 
mults among tho Jews, 363; causes a great slaughter of 
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them, 364, 458; and of the Samaritans, 365; he is ac¬ 
cused for it, and sent to Rome, ibid. 

Pildash, 31. 

Pillars erected by the children of Seth, in the land of Si- 
riad, 27; pillars of the Corinthian order in Solomon’s pa¬ 
lace, 370 ; in Herod’s temple, 530. 

Pise, governor of Rome, 369. 

Pitholaus, 282, 284, 419, 420. 

Placidus’s skirmishes with Josephus, 13, 21; his other ac¬ 
tions, 485,486, 492, 501, 515. 

Plague, or pestilence, rages among the Israelites, 158; it 
ceases upon David’s repentance, ibid; another pestilence 
in Judea, 562. 

Plato, 605; he excludes the poets from bis commonwealth, 
606. 

Polemo, king of Cilicia, 403. 

Polemo, king of Pontas, 395. 

Polity of the Jews after the captivity, 224. 

Pollio, a Pharisee, 320. 

Pollio, a Roman, 319. 

Pompedius, 381. 

Pompey the Great, goes through Syria to Damascus, 280, 
418: and to Jerusalem, 281, 417: the city delivered up 
to him, 281: he takes the temple by force, and kills 
abundance of the Jews, 282, 418: the Jews send him a 
golden vine, 280: he goes into the holy of holies, 282,418: 
meddles with nothing in the temple, ibid : he hears the 
cause between Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, 260; deter¬ 
mines it in favor of Hyrcanus, and makes war upon Aris¬ 
tobulus, ihid : he flies into Epirus, 284. 

Pontius Pilate. See Pilate. 

Poplas, 451. 

Poppca, Nero’s wife, 4, 406, 409: a religious lady and fa¬ 
vorer of the Jews, 406. 

Porcius Festns. See Festus. 

Present things, queen Alexandra’s care, more than future, 
278. 

Presents sent to Joseph in Egypt, 48. 

Priests, if maimed, are excluded from the altar and tem¬ 
ple, 77, 592: are not to marry several sorts of women, 
77: washed their hands and feet before they went to mi¬ 
nister, 68: succeed one another according to their cour¬ 
ses, 599; their allowances, 74, S3; their courses, in num¬ 
ber twenty-four, 160, 599; are very numerous, ibid ; two 
families from Aaron’s two sons, 117; their offices and 
employments, 599; their sacred garments, 70, 532; priests 
and Levites exempted from taxes by Xerxes, 225; have 
laces of the greatest trust committed to them, C02; none 
ut priests of the posterity of Aaron might hum incense 
at the temple, 200; not to drink wine in their sacred 
garments, 77; pries*hood a mark of nobility among the 
Jews, 3. 

Priests among the Egyptians, only kept their lands in the 
days of Joseph, 52. 

Priesthood, high, translated from one family to another, 
117; of Onias, at Heliopolis, 2*33, 270; vacant at Jerusa¬ 
lem for four years, 257; during life, excepting under 
Antiochus Epiphanes, Aristobulus and Herod, 304; taken 
from Jesus, and given to Simon by Herod, 318; settled 
upon the family of Aaron originally, 408. 

Priest, high, not to he the son of n captive woman, 270; 
high priests went into the temple to officiate on Sabhath- 
days, new-moons, and festivals, 532; were to marry a vir¬ 
gin, and not to touch a dead body, 77; the high priests de¬ 
sired by Saul to prophesy for him, 124; high priests, with 
the prophets and Sanhedrim, were to determine difficult 
causes, 92; several high priests at the same time in later 
ages, 504; to succeed by birth, 603; eleeted by lot among 
the seditious, 505; they abolish the regular succession. 
504; Herod, king of Chulcis, made the high priests till 
his death, 398; a series of the high priests from Aaron to 
the destruction of the temple by Titus, 408; another 
series, from the building of the temple to the captivity, 
211; high priest’s robes kept by the Romans, 397; where 
they were laid tip, 365, 322, 397; high priest’s orna¬ 
ments described, 70, 5:82. 

Primogeniture, its privileges sold by Esau, 43. 

Primus, (Antonius,) 517: he marches against Vitellius, 522 
Priscus (Tyranius,) 475. 

Priscus shoots Jonathan dead with a dart, 552. 

Privileges granted the Jews by Alexander the Great and 
Julius Cnesar, 595. 

Problems, or riddles, proposed by Samson at his weddinr, 
113. 

Proeulus, (Vitellius,) 394. 

Prophecies concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, 513, 
557. 

Prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel reconciled, 208. 
Prophecies could not agree to the events, if the world 
were governed by chance, 218. 

Prophecy of Isaiah accomplished. 258. 

Prophets, excepting Daniel, chiefly foretold calamities. 
218* how greatly to be esteemed, 187. 

Prophets, (false ones,) suborned by the Jewish tyrants,557. 
Proseuc.htP, or houses of prayer, among the Jews, 15. 
Prostitution of the body, a most heinous crime. 91. 
Providence asserted against the Epieureaus, 218. 
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Prudence requires us to prevent the growing power «fnn 
enemy, G4. 

Psaltery a musical instrument among the Jews, described, 
157. 

Pseudo (or false) Alexander, 350, 455- 
Ptolemy,the administratorof Herod's kingdom, 0,332,338. 
Ptolemy, the brother of Cleopatra, poisoned by her. 306. 
Ptolemy, the brother of Nicoluos or Damascus, 353. 
Ptolemy Epiplmncs, 241: he dies, 246. 

Ptolemy Eoergetes, or Eupator, 241, 596. 

Ptolemy, the son of Jamhlicus, 284, 420. 

Ptolemy Lathyrus, 270, 415; he is driven out of his king¬ 
dom, 273: he makes an alliance with Alexander, and 
breaks it, 274: his hold soldiers called Heeatontomachi, 
273: defeats Alexander’s army, ibid: his barbaroos cru¬ 
elty, 273. 

Ptolemy, son of Lagus, called Soter, obtains Egypt after 
the death of Alexunder the Great, 235; takes Jerusalem, 
and carries many Jews into Egypt, ibid. 

Ptolemy Philadelphus, the second kin" of Egypt of that 
race, 29, 230, 596: he procures a translation ot' tho law of 
Moses by the advice of Demetrius Pbaleras, 236; sets a 
vast number of Jews free, ibid: sends a letter to Eleazar 
the high priest, 237: his liberal oblations and presents, 
238, 24 i. 

Ptolemy Philometer, 246, 258, 596: he and his queen Cle¬ 
opatra permit Onias to build his temple Onion, 259: ho 
makes an expedition into Syria, 260: discovers Alexan¬ 
der and Ammonius’s plot against him, 261: takes his 
daughter from Alexander, and gives her to Demetrius, 
ibid : he might have pot two crowns upon his head, that 
of Asia, and that of Egypt, ibid: he is wounded, and 
dies of his wounds, ibid. 

Ptolemy Philopater, 341, 243. 

Ptolemy, called Menneus, 276. 277. 

Ptolemy, son of Menneus, 277, 280, 292, 416: prince of 
Chalcis, 284: he marries Alexandra, ibid. 

Ptolemy, the murderer of Simon the Maecnbee, 267: he 
murders John Hyrcanus’s mother and brother, 267, 413. 
Ptolemy Physcun, 246, 269, 596. 

Ptolemy VI. 412. 

Pudens engages in a duel with Jonathan, and is killed, 
552. 

Pul, or Phul, king of Assyria, 200. 

Punishment of the wicked, a joyful sight to good men, 195. 
Purple robes worn by the Chaldean kings, 216: by the 
Persian kings, 231: Joseph is clothed in purple by Pha¬ 
raoh, 47. 

Pygmalion, king of Tyre, 585. 

Pythian, or Apollo’s temple, built by Horod, 330. 

a. 

Quadratus, (Ummidius,) president of Syria, 402. 

Quails are numerous in the Arabian gulf, and fall upon 
the camp of Israel, 63. 

Queen of Egypt and Ethiopia comes to king Solomon, 172: 
she returns to her own country, 173. 

Quintilius Varus, president of Syria. See Varus. 
Quirinius, or Cyrcnius, sent by Ca?sar to tax Syria, 360. 

R. 

Rabsaces, (Themasius,) 221. 

Rabsnris, a commander of the Assyrian army, 203: his 
speech to the jieople of Jerusalem. 204. 

Rabshakeb, cuptain of the Assyrian army, 203. 

Rachel, Laban’s daughter, 40: she stcnls away, and con¬ 
ceals her father's idols, ibid. 

Rugau, or Reu, son of Phaleg, 31. 

Rngmus, or Rnnmnli, 31. 

Rngoel, Moses’s futhcr-in-law, 65: his ndviee to Moses 
for the government of the Israelites, 66. 

Rulinh, an inn keeper, at Jericho, 98: her life saved, 99. 
Rainbow, 29. 

Ramesses, king of Egypt, 584. 

Rnthotis, king of Egypt, 5>'4. 

Ralhumus, the historiographer, 220. 

Rationale, or breastplate of judgment of the high priest, 
70. 74. 

Raven sent out of the nrk, 28. 

Reha, king of the Midinnites, 88. 

Rebecca, daughtor of llcthur), 31: demanded for a wife 
to Laae. 37: she bears twins, ibid: imposes upon her 
husband, 38. 

Reehab, son of Kimmon, 142. 

Records of the Tyrinns, 584. 

Regulus, (Emilias,) 381. 

Reholjoain succeeds Solomon, 175: lie gives tho people n 
rough answer, ibid: ten tribes revolt from him, ibid: ho 
builds and fortifies several towns, 177: he has eighteen 
wives and thirty concubines, ibid: he dies, 178. 

Remalinh, 2<»0. 

Repentance cannot revoke past crimes, 45. 

Reu, or Rngau, the son of rhaleg, or Peleg, 31 
Reumn. S-e Rumah. 

Revenues of Cadosyria, Phoenicia, Judea, and Samaria, 
amounted to 8000 tnlents, 243. 

Rezin, king of Syrin, 201. 

Rezon, Solomon’s enemy, 174. 

Rhodes, relieved by Herod, 296. 


Riches, great riches laid up in David’s monument, 162. 
Riddles, or problems between Solomon and Hiram, 171. 
Rimmon and his two sons, 142. 

Riphath, 30. 

Rod of Aaron, 83. 

Roman army described, 483. 

Roman senate’s decree in favor of the Jows, 269, 285. 
Roxuna, Herod’s daughter by Phajdra, 343, 443. 

Rubrius Gallos, 567. 

Ruo of a prodigious magnitude, 509. 

Rufus, 452, 453. 

Rufus, (an Egyptian,) takes Eleazar prisoner, 570. 

Rufus, (Tereutius, or Turnus,) takes Simon the son of 
Gioras, 564; he is left with an army at Jerusalem, after 
it was taken, ibid. 

Rumah, or Reomah, Nahor’s concubine, 31. 

Ruth gleans in Boaz’s field, 115; is married by Bonz, and 
becomes the mother of Obed, the father of Jesse, ibid. 

S. 

Sabactas, or Sabtecha, 31. 

Sabas, or Seba, 30. 

Sabathes, or Sabrah, 31. 

Sabbath-day kept very strictly by the Essence, 457; Sab¬ 
bath, according to Apion, so called from the Egyptian 
word Sabo. 595; Sabbath-day, so superstitiously observ¬ 
ed by the Jews, that they came to grent mischiefs there¬ 
by, 248, 418; they are advised by Matthias to defend 
themselves on the Sabbath-day, 248; and by Jonathan, 
256; allowed to rej>el, but not to attack an enemy oa 
that day, 281,377; Antiochus, a Jew, forces the Jews to 
break the Sabbath-day, at Antioch, 505; Sabbath-day 
spent in reading the law, 325: ushered in, and ended 
with the sound of a trumpet, 520; Jews on the Sabbath- 
day dined at the 6»xth hour, 15; the seditious kill the 
Romans on the Sabbath-day, 471 ; unlawful to trnvul far 
on the Sabbath-day, 268; pretended to he unlawful either 
to make war or peace on the Sabbath-day, 503; not al¬ 
lowed by some, even in case of necessity, to take arms 
either on the Sabbath-day, or the evening before, 10. 
Sabbatic river, 567. 

Sabbeus, 259. 

Sabbion discovers Alexander’s design to Herod, 304. 
Sabec, or Shobach, captain of the Syrians, 147. 

Sabinus, CiesarV steward in Judea, 353, 452; he accuses 
Archelaos by letters, 353; falls heavy upon the Jews, 354. 
Sabinus, one of the murderers of Caius, 392; he kills him¬ 
self, ibid. 

Sabinus the brother of Vespasian takes the capitol, 522; 
is killed by Vitellius, ibid. 

Sabinus, by birth a Syrian, a man of great valor, 548. 
Sabinus, (Domitian,) one of the tribunes, 536. 

Sabtah, or Sabnthes, 31. » 

Sabtecha, or Sahuctas, 31. 

Sacrifice of Abel was milk, and the firstlings of the flock, 
26; sacrifices were either private or public, 74; either 
all or part only burnt, ibid ; how the former were offer- 
ed, ibid; how tlie latter, ibid ; how sin offerings were of¬ 
fered, ibid ; those of swine forbidden, 247 ; of those that 
were for recovering lienlth, 74 ; Titus desires John not 
to leave off the Jewish sacrifices, 549; daily sacrifices, 
224, 549; sacrifices every day for Caesar's prosperity, 
459, 597; omission thereof the beginning of the Jewish 
war, 470; offerings of foreigners usually received by tho 
Jews, ibid; the same prohibited by the seditious, ibid; 
what parts of sacrifice were doe to the priests, 8.1; none 
but Jews to overlook the sacrifices in the temple, 400; 

! sacrifices not to be tasted till the oblation is over, 245; 
not to be bought by the hire of n harlot, or the price of 
a dog, 91; meat offerings joined to bloody sacrifices, 74 ; 
not to be abused to luxury. 603; ought to he entire nnd 
without blemish, 77; of what were burnt offerings, 74; 
animals not offered till the eighth day after their birth, 
75; wine nnd oil reserved for sacrifices consumed bytha 
seditious, 545. 

Sadduc, a I’liarisee, stirs up a sedition, 361. 

Sadducees deny fate, 264 ; are contrary to the Pharisees. 
270; observe only precepts of the written law, 271; their 
opinions, 361, 4.'»8; have the rich men of their side, 271. 

; Sadnc, or Zaduk, high priest, 142, 146, 153, 156, 160, 163, 

211 . 

| Sadraeh, or Slmdraeh, 213. 

Sudrurrs, 224. 

Snges, or wise men among the Israelites, 164. 

I Salampsio. daughter of Herod, married to Phasaelus, 368 
Snlathie], Zorohnhel’s father, 222. 

I Salatis, king of Egypt, 583. 

Snleph, 31. 

| Sulmann, or Znlmann, captain of the Midinnites, 110. 
Salmnnnsser, or Shalrnanezer, king of Assyria, 202; In¬ 
vades Syria and Phamicia, 203; carries the ten tribes 
away into Media aod Persia, ibid. 

Salome, Antipnter’s daughter, Herod’s sister, 284 , 420; 
charges her husband Joseph with adultery, 306, .‘132; 
sends a hill of divorce to her second husband Costobarus, 
314; envies Herod’s sons and their wives, 324 , 326; she 
elears herself, ibid ; Herod forces her to bo married to 
Alexas, 442; she discovers to Herod, the conspiracy of 
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Antijuter and Pheroras, 345,443; what Ilerod left her by 
his will, 351; what Caesar pave her. 353. 

■Salome, Herod’s daughter by Elpis, 343. 

Salome, grand-daughter of Herod the Great, and daugh¬ 
ter of Herod Philip, by Ilerodias, 367; she is married to 
Philip the tetrarch, and afterward to AristobuluB, the 
grandson of Herod, and brother of Agrippa senior, 368. 
Salt, sown upon the ruins of a demolished town, 111. 
Salt-tax, and crown-tax, remitted to the Jews by Deme¬ 
trius, 258. 

Samacha, Abonnerig’s daughter, 398. 

Saramalla, 295, 425. 

Samaria built, 181; whence its name was derived, ibid; it 
is besieged by the Syrians, and wonderfully relieved, 
192; a mother there eats her own son in a famine, 191; 
is besieged again by Hyreanus, suffers famine, is taken, 
and leveled with the ground, 2G9, 270, 413. 

Samaritans, a colony from Cotha ia Persia, 203, 213; pre¬ 
tended to be the posterity of Joseph,235; sometimes deny, 
and sometimes profess themselves Jews, 203, 235, 247; 
they harass the Jews under Oniss the high priest, 243; 
pretend to be Sidonians, 247; their temple upon Mount 
Gerizzim, 235; they pollute the temple of Jerusalem, 
362; they are enemies to the Jews, 224, 402; they dis¬ 
pute with the Jews in Egypt about their temple, 259; they 
gave Antioch us the title of a god, 247. 

Sambabas, 224. 

Sarneas, Pollio’a disciple, 287, 302, 320; speech against 
Ilerod, 287; he is honored by Herod, ibid. 

Samgar, or Semegar, 211. 

Sampsigeramus, king of Emcsa, 367. 

Samson’s birth, 113; he marries a woman of tho Philis¬ 
tines, ibid; kills a lion, ibid; proposes a riddle at his 
wedding, ibid; burns the Philistines’ corn, ibid; he is de¬ 
livered up to the Philistines, 114; he slays them with the 
jaw-bone of an ass, ibid; he carries the gates of Gaza 
away upon his shoulders, ibid; he falls in love with De¬ 
lilah, ibid ; he is betrayed by her, he is bound, and his 
eyes put out, ibid; he pulls a house down upon the Phi¬ 
listines, and slays above three thousand of them, 114. 
Samuel is born and consecrated to God, 316; God calls to 
him, ibid; lie conquers the Philistines, 119; his sons 
prove very bad judges, ibid; be is offended at the peo¬ 
ple’s demanding a king, 120; he tells the people the 
manners of a king, 119,121; threatens Saul with the loss 
of his kingdom, 12G; anoints David to be king, 127; he 
dies, 134; is raised out of Hades, and foretells Saul’s 
death, 136. 

Sanabassar, governor and president of Syria and Phoenicia, 
Sanballat, 233. 

Sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies, G9. 

Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, 6; none could be put to death 
but by the Sanhedrim, 287. 

Sapinius, 335. 

Sappliorn. See Zipporah. 

Sarai, or Sarah, Abraham’s wife; she goes with him into 
Egypt, 32; the king falls in love with her, ibid; her 
death, 3G. 

Saramalla, 295, 425. 

Sarassar, son of Sennacherib, 205; slew his father, ibid. 
Sardians, their decree in favor of the Jews, 291. 

Sareas, or Seraiah, high priest, 211. 

Surepta. See Zarephath. 

Sarmatians invade Mysia, 567. 

Satuminus, (Sentius,) president of Syria, 339, 340, 342, 
344, 346, 442. 

Sathrabuzanes, 219, 223. 

Saul, son of Kish, 120; seeks his father's asses, and comes 
to Samuel, ibid; dines with Samuel, and seventy others, 
ibid; Samuel anoints him for king, ibid; lie is actually 
made king, 121; he promises to assist the Gileadites, ib.; 
is inaugurated again, 122; conquers the Philistines, 124; 
his wars and family, ibid ; he makes war on the Ama- 
lekites. 125; spares Agag against God’s command, ibid ; 
for which Samuel foretells him the loss of his kingdom, 
126; hia cruel order for murdering Ahimelech and the 
priests, 132; being forsaken of God, he consults with a 
necromantic woman, 136; his death, 139. 

Saulus, a ringleader of the Robbers, 407. 

Scauius, p/resident of Syria, 417, 419; he returns into Sy¬ 
ria, 279; he raises the siege of Jerusalem, ibid; his expe¬ 
dition into Arabia, 282. 

Scopas, general of Ptolemy’s army, defeated by Antiochus 
the Great, 242. 

Sea. the seventy Interpreters wash their hands in tho sea 
before they begin their translation, 240. 

Sea, divided for the Israelites, GO. 

Sebas, or Sheba, the son of Ilus, 157. 

Sects of tho Jews, 3, 263, 361, 455. 

Seciindus, Emilius, 47G. 

Sedition among the priests, 405; sedition of Corah and 
his followers, 80, 81, 82, of the Israelites, 78; is quelled 
by Joshua, ibid; sedition at Caesarea between the Jews 
and Syrians, 405. 

Sejanus pnt to death 370. 

Susan, the scribe, 145. 


Selene, queen of Syria, otherwise called Cleopatia, 277. 
Seleucus possesses Syria after the death of Alexander the 
Great, 225; he is called Nicator, (the conqueror,) 241 
his bounty toward the Jews, ibid. 

Seleucus, Soter or Philopater, eon of Antiochus the Great. 
245. 

Seleucus, son of Autiochus Grypua, 274; bia daath, ibid. 
Sellom, or Shalluin, 200. 

Sem, or Shem. 29; hie posterity, 3L 
Semegar, or Samgar, 211. 

Semelius, the scribe, 220. 

Semprunius, (Caius,) son ofCaius, 269. 

Senabar, 32. 

Sennacherib, makes war on Hezekiah,203; his death, 205. 
Senate of Rome's decree concerning the Jews, 255; they 
renew their league with the Jews, 285; another decree 
of theirs concerning the Jews, 289. 

Sepphoris burnt, 357; taken by Josephns, 19. 

Seraiah, high priest, 211. 

Serebams, 222. 

Scron, general of the army of Caelosyria, 249. 

Serpent deprived both of speech and feet, 26. 

Serug, 31. 

Servilius, (Publius,) bis letter to the Milesians in favor 
of the Jews, 290. 

Sesac. See Shishak. 

Seth, son of Adam, 27; his posterity’s pillars in the land 
of Siriad, Ibid. 

Sethos, king of Egypt, 590. 

Sethosis, or Sesostris, king of Egypt, 584. 

Seventy-two interpreters sent by Eleazar, the high priest, 
with the books of the law, 238; their arrival at Alexan¬ 
dria, 239; they bring with them the law written upon 
parchment in golden letters, ihid; they wash in the sea 
before they fall to their work, 240; they finish their 
translation in seventy-two days, ibid. 

Sextus Caesar, president of Syria, 287, 421; he is slain by 
Cecilius Bassus, 422. 

Shadrach, 213. 

Shallum, 200. 

Shamgar, son of Anath, succeeda Ebud as judge, 10S. 
Shaphan the scribe, 207. 

Sheba, 155. 

Shechem, the place of Joshua's habitation, 102. 
Sheehemites meet Alexander the Great, 235; their kin¬ 
dred with Raguel, Moses’ father-in-law, 125. 

Shekel, a coin equal to four Attic drachmae, 72. 

Shem, 29; his posterity, 31. 

Shemeber, king of Zeboim, 32. 

Shield covered the left eye in war, 121. 

Shield, a token of league between the Jews and Romans, 285 
Shiloh, a town where the tahernaele was fixed, 102. 
Shimei, son of Gera, curses David, 151, 154, 162; put to 
death by Solomon, 163. 

Ships sent to Pontus and Thrace under Ahaziah, son of 
Ahab, 188. 

Shishak, or Sesac, king of Egypt, 145, 175, 286. 

Shobach, captain of the Syrians, 147. 

Sibbechai, the Hittite, 157. 

Sicarii, or banditti, flee to Alexandria, 577; cannot be 
forced to own Ca&sar for their lord, 577. 

Sidon, 31. 

Signs appearing before the destruction of Jerusalem, 557. 
Silion, king of the Amorites. conquered, 84. 

Silanus, president of Syria, 363. 

Silas, governor of Tiberias, 7, 15. 

Silas, tyrunt of Lysias, 280. 

Silas, an attendant on king Agrippa senior, in his adver¬ 
sities, 371, 394; he becomea troublesome to the king, 
ibid ; he is killed, 395. 

Silas, a Babylonian, 474, 481. 

Silo, the Roman captain. 297, 298. 

Silva, (Flavius.) governor of Jndea, 572; he besieges 
Masada, 573, 574. 

Silver oflittle value in the days of Solomon, "173. 

Simeon, one of Jacob's sons bv Lea, 40. 

Simon, son of Boethus, made high priest, 313: his daugh¬ 
ter married to Herod, ibid; he is deprived,345. 

Simon, son of Cothlas, 509. 

Simon the Just, Eleazar's brother, high priest, 237, 243. 
Simon, son of Onias the high priest, dies, 245. 

Simon, tho Essene, a prophet, 360. 

Simon, son of Giora, 474, 517; fights with the Zealots, 
518; conquers Idumea, ibid ; is made a prisoner, aud re¬ 
served for tho triumph, 564; is put to acath at the tri¬ 
umph, 569. 

Simon, brother of Judas and Jonathan, tho Maccabees, 
heats the enemy in Galilee, 248; is made captain of the 
Jews, 255; he makes a speech to them, 265; is made 
their prince, ibid; is made high priest, 266, 413; is kill 
ed by Ptolemy, his son-in-law, 267. 

Simon, son of Dositheus, 269. 

Simon, captain of the ldumeans at Jerusalem, 509. 
Simon, a life-guard man to Josephus, 9. 

Simon, a magician, 403. 

Simon, of Jerusalem, persuades the people to exclude 
Agrippa out of the temple, 395. 

3 F 
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Simon a Pharisee. 11. 

Simon, a slave of llerod, assumes the crown, 356. 
pinion, soil of Saul, 472. 

Simonides Agrippa, Josephus's son, 22. 

Siphar, th« Ammonite, 153. 

Sbera oppresses the Israelites, 109; is killed by Jael, 
ibid. 

Sisinnes. 223; governor of Syria and Phoenicia, ibid, 224. 
Slaughter, the greatest that ever was in one battle, 
179. 

Sodomites and their associates, conquered by the As¬ 
syrians. 32 

Sodomites so wicked, that they are burnt with fire 
from heaven, 34 

Foemus, king r.f Enesa, succeeds his brother Azizus, 404. 
Foheinus, tctrarch, 5, 344. 

Sohemus of f‘.urea. 312; betrays Herod's secret order 
for killing Mariamne, ibid; is put to death by Iierod, 
313. 

Foloinon. son of David, promised, 345; horn, 14$; 
anointed and proclaimed king, 1GU; anointed and pro¬ 
claimed a eecond time, Id: marries Pharaoh's daogh- 
ter, 163; determines the case of two harlots, 104; his 
power, grandeur, and wisdom, ibid, &c.; the books he 
wrote, ibid; his letter to Hiram, king of Tyre, 165; lie 
builds the temple, 1GG, 167, 16$; his addresses to God 
and the people after it was huih, 169; he offers abun¬ 
dance of sacrifices, ibid; he builds himself a royal pal¬ 
ace, 170, Ac.; solves the problems proposed by the 
king of Tyre, 171; Dius says Solomon could not solve 
them all, ibid; lie fortifies Jerusalem, and builds sev¬ 
eral towns, ibid; lays a tax on the remaining Canaan- 
ites, 172; fits out a fleet, ibid; his great riches, 173; his 
immoderate love of women, 174; his death, 175. 
Solycme, or Salem, the old name of Jerusalem, 143. 
Sophonius, or Zephaniah, the priest, 211. 

Sosibus of Tarentum, 236. 

Sosius, a Roman captain in Judea, 300, 301; joins with 
llerod against Antigonus, 300, 429; he lakes Antigo- 
nus prisoner, and carries him to Anthony, 301, 430. 
Souls of Heroes, slain in war, supposed to be placed 
among the stars, 547. 

Speech of Herod to his army, 308, 309; to the people, 
321; speech of Moses to Corah aud the people, 81; to 
the people before his death, 97. 

Spies sent by Moses to view the land of Canaan, 78; 
ny Joshua to Jericho, 98; they bring back a faithful 
account, 99. 

Spoils of barbarians reposited in Herod's temple, 322. 
Spoils in war to be equally divided between those 
that fight and those that guard the baggage, 138. 
Ftechus, 371. 

Stcphanus, Ca?sar’s servant, 402. 

Sterility of the country Is one of the punishments for 
the king's doing ill, 145. 

Ftratlo tyrannizes over Berea, 275. 

Subjects follow the manners of their princes, 177. 
Sumober, or Shemebcr, king of Zehoiin, 32. 
Supplicants in Syria used to come with a halter about 
their heads, 185. 

Sur, or Zur, king of the Midianites, 88. 

Sylla, a captain of king Agrippa’s life-guards. 20. 
Syllcus, an Arabian, first minister to king Ohodas, 333, 
438, 441; he goes to Rome, 33G; accuses llerod before 
Augustus, ibid; demands Salome in marriage. 333; is 
refused because he would not turn Jew, ibid; is char¬ 
ged with several murders, 337, 444; i9 accused hefore 
Augustus by Nicolaus of Damascus, 338; received 
sentence of death. 339. 

Symcon, the son of Gamaliel, 505. 

Syrian commodities, 44. 

Syrians’ hatred to the Jews, 415. 

Syrian king of Mesopotamia, 14G. 

T. 

Tabernacle built, G8; its description, ibid; its purifica¬ 
tion, 72. 

Tabernacles, feast nf, a great festival of the Jews, 1G8, 
301; celebrated in war by the leave of king Antiochus, 
2<W; celebrated for fourteen days upon the dedication 
of Solomon’s temple, 1G9; Jews then carry boughs 
with fruit, whereby Alexander the high priest was 
pelted, 274; Jews then fixed tabernacles iu the temple, 
557; it is celebrated after the Babylonian captivity, 
223 22G. 

Tabic (of show bread) golden, made by Ptolemy, 238; 

with his cups and vials, 230. 

Tabic, Delphic, GO. 

Table In the court of the priests, GO. 

'Pachas, 31. 

Tamar, Absalom’s daughter, married to Rehoboam 
153. 

Tamar, David’s daughter, 143, 149. 

Tnnganas,224. 

Tartan, a captain of the Assyrians, 203. 

'Pears, natural signs of great joy or sorrow, 239. 

Teba. 31. 


Temple built upon Gerizzim, 235, 259; like to that at 
Jerusalem, 234. 

Temple built by Herod neaT Paneas, in honour of Au¬ 
gustus, 320. 

Temple of the golden calf, 499. 

Temples in Egypt, many and different, 259. 

Temples of the Canaanites were to be demolished, 91 
Temples of foreign nations not to be plundered, nor 
their donations taken away, 91. 

Temple of Hercules and Astarte, at Tyre, 171. 

Temple of Detnus and the Graces at Athens, 28G. 
Temple of Belus, at Babylon, 215. 

Temple built by tlerod at Samaria, 316. 

Temple (Herod’s) at Jerusalem described, 321. 

Temple Onion in Egypt, built like that at Jerusalem, 
258 , 259. 408. 

Temple of Diana at Elymais,252; of Dagon at Ashdod, 
or Azotus, 2GU; of Apollo at Gaza, 274. 

Temple of Jerusalem, rebuilt by Znrobahel, 219 , 223, 
408; the Jews hindered in building it, 220, 223; they go 
on by order of Darius, 222; it is finished in seven 
years, 224; sixty cubits lower than Solomon’s temple, 
322; it is plundered by Anliochus Epiphanes, 246,247; 
taken by Pompcy, and its most holy place seen by 
him, but without detriment thereto, 282, 418; new 
built by Herod, 322; hurnt by Titus, 555; Titus goes 
into the most holy place, ibid. 

Temple of Solomon described, 1G6; dedicated by Solo¬ 
mon, 168; foreigners could go but to a certain partition 
wall in Herod’s temple, 323; women excluded the two 
; inner courts, ibid; open to Samaritans and other na¬ 
tions for prayer, 223; David’s armoury in the temple:. 
196; lax out of the temple treasure remitted by Deme¬ 
trius, 258; Daniel’s prophecy of Antiochus’s profan¬ 
ation of the temple, fulfilled, 250. 

Tephetus of Garsis, 542. 

Terah, Abraham’s father, 31. 

Terebinth, or turpentine tree, near Hebron, supposed 
as old as the world, 518. 

Tcrentius, or Turnus Rufus, 564. 

Teresh, 229. 

Teridates, or Tiridates, king of Armenia, 400, 572. 
Tero, an old soldier, 340, 442; charged with treason by 
Tryplio, llerod’s barber, 442. 

Tethmosis, or Thumosis, king of Egypt, 583, 590. 
Thaumastus, 370 

Theatres erected at Jerusalem by Herod, 315, 434; at 
Caesarea, 319. 

Theft, how punished by the law of Moses, 59 
Themasins, 221. 

Theodorus, son of Zeno, 274, 415. 

Theodosius, 259. 

Thcophilus.son of Ananus, deprived of the high priest¬ 
hood, 393. 

Theophilus, brother of Jonathan, made high priest,367 
Thcnmis, a Roman ambassador, 5%. 

Therniusa, Phraataces’s concubine, and then wife, 362. 
Theudas, an impostor, 401. 

Tlicudion, brother of Doris, Antipater’s mother, 345. 
Tholomy, son of Sohemus, 284. 

Tiberius Alexander, procurator of Judea, 401. 

Tiberius Alexander, governorof Alexandria, 473, 525; 
he brings Egypt over to Vespasian, 521. 

Tiberius the emperor, 3G3, 458; his dilatory proceed¬ 
ings, 369; his skill in astrology, 371; his prognostic of 
a successor, 372; iiis death, ibid. 

Tibni, lfcl. 

Tidal, 32. 

Tiglathpilcser, king of Assyria, 201. 

Tigranes, king of Armenia, 277, 307, 368, 416. 
Tigrancs, son of Alexander and Glaphyra, 442. 
Timaus, kins of Egypt, 583. 

Timidius, 381. 

Tuiiius, a Cypriot, 3G7. 

Timothous, 250, 251; he is put to flight by Judas, ibid. 
Tiridates king of Armenia, 400. 

Tithes and first fruits given to the Lcvitcs, 83; their 
tithes or tenth pans given to the priests, ibid; this law 
restored by Ilczckiah, 202. 

Titus, president of Syria, 335. 

Titus v'a'sar, son of Vespasinn, sent to Alexandria 
481; he hringsa great number of troops to Vespasinn 
483; his piety towards his father, 489; he and Vespa 
sinn take Jotnpata, 492; his mildness to Josephus 494; 
he is 6ent against Tnrichca;,49G' r his valor in this expe - 
ditinn, ibid; his speech to the soldiers, ibid; he taker 
Tarichem, 498; lie is sent to Rome, with king Agrip¬ 
pa, to compliment Galba, 517; the order of his army, 
525; he arrives at Jerusalem, and is exposed to great 
danger, 520; his great valor, ibid, 527; his great con¬ 
cern to save Jerusalem, 536; aod the temple, 549; bis 
speech to Ins soldiers. 547; his speeches to the Jewish 
tyranis, 558; he ascribes the conquest of the city to 
God, 562; he thanks the army and distributes rewards, 
564; celebrates his father’s and brother’s birth days, 
| ibid; is greatly moved at the sight of the ruins of Jo- 
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rusalem, 565; he makes great shows, 567; comes to 
Anlioch, ibid; and to Rome, ibid; what persons he 
carried with him for the triumph, ibid; ilia approba¬ 
tion of Josephus’s history, 19; his generosity to Jose¬ 
phus, 21. 

Tobias’s sons expelled Jerusalem, 412. 

Toparchies, (three) or prefectures, added to Judea, 261. 
Tower of Babel,and the Sibyl’s testimony concerning 
it, 30. 

Trachonites rebel, 336. 

Traditions, of the Pharisees, unwritten, 271. 

Trajan, captain of the tenth legion, 491. 

Translation of the law, made by seventy-two elders, 
228, 339, 596. 

Treasure (secret) kept in the temple by some of the 
priests, 225. 

Tribes of Israel, and their portions of land determined 
by lot, 102. 

r I ribute paid out of Judea, to Antioehus Pius,268; great 
men farm sucli tributes, 243; poll-money paid the 
kings of Syria by the Jews, 258; ten thousand drachmae 
paid out of the temple to them, ibid; three hundred 
talents paid by Jonathan to Demetrius for tribute, 261; 
Jews freed from paying such tribute by Simon the 
Mnecabee, ibid; high priests used to pay twenty talents 
tribute to the king of Egypt out of their own reven¬ 
ues, 242; poll-money and crown-tax, «kc. forgiven the 
principal orders of the Jew9 by Antioehus the 
threat, ibid. 

Triumphal gate at Rome, 568. 

Triumphal pomp described, 567, 568,569. 

Trophies give offence to the Jews, 315. 

Trumpet, its invention and form, 77. 

Truth and accuracy to he observed by an historian, 
278; observed accordingly by Josephus, 18. 

Trypho the tyrant, brings young Antioehus back to 
Syria, 262; his perfidious behaviour to the same Anti- 
ochus, 264; lie draws Jonathan into a snare, 265; he 
makes an irruption into Judea, 265; imposes upon Si¬ 
mon, ibid; kills Jonathan, ibid; he causes Antioehus, 
whose guardian he was, to be killed, 266; he is made 
king by the army, ib; is killed by Apamia, 267. 
Trypho. king Herod’s harher, 341, 442. 

Trypho, king Ptolemy’s darling, 245. 

Tubal, 27. 

Tyrannius Priscus, 475. 

Tyrannus’s deposition against Alexander, 337, 441. 
Tyre, when built, 166; oppressed by Marion, 292; be¬ 
sieged five years hy the Assyrians. 203. 

Tyrians, their god Baal, 195; their ancient records, 584: 
they beat the Assyrians at sea, 203; their temple of 
Jupiter Olympiua, 171,585; of Hercules, ibid; of As- 
tarte,ibid. 

U & V. 

Valerian, a decurion, 496. 

Valerius Asiaticus, 384, 387. 

Varro, president of Syria, 319, 

Varus, (Quiutilius) president of Syria, 5, 346, 348, 353, 
446, 452; he comes to succor Sabinus, 356, 453; he pun¬ 
ishes the mutineers, 355. 

Vashti, wife of king Artaxerxes, 228. 

Vatinius, 384. 

Veils of the tabernacle, 71. 

Ventidius Bassus, bribed hy Antigonus,297; sent to re¬ 
pel the Parthians, ibid; he kills Pacorus in battle, and 
defeats the Parthians, 299. 

Veranius, 390. 

Vespasian and Titus’s generosity towards the Jews, 
241; Vespasian’s wars in Judea, 499 to 520. 

Vindex rebels against Nero, 515. 

Vine (golden) in Herod’s temple. 322: another sent to 
Rome, 280. 

Vinicius, (Marcus,) 384. 

Virtue its own reward, 90. 

Virtues, (royal,) 162. 

Vitellius Proculus, 394. 

Vitellius, president of Syria, 322,566; he is highly treat¬ 
ed by the Jews, 365, 367; his expedition ngainst Aro- 
tas, ibid; is ordered hy Tiberius to enter into an alli¬ 
ance with Artahanus, 365. 

Vitellius is made emporor after Otho, 520; ho ia slain, 
522 . 


Ummidius Quadratus, president of Syria, 402. 

Voice heard in the temple, 557. 

Vologases, king of Parthia, 400, 567; he declares war 
against Izates, 400. 

Volumnius, procurator of Syria, 336, 338, 442. 

Vonones, 363. 

Vow of Jephthah to sacrifice his daughter, neither law¬ 
ful nor acceptable to God, 112. 

Ures, 164. 

Uriah slain, 147. 

Urias, high priest, 211. 

Urim and Thumniim, 73. 

Uz, 31. 

Uzzah, smitten by God for touching the ark, 144. 

Uzziah or Azariah, king of Judah, 199; be burns in¬ 
cense in the temple, 200: he is smitten with the lepro¬ 
sy for usurping the priest’s office, ibid. 

W. 

War not begun with foreign nations till ambassadors 
are sent, 96, 106. 

War (laws of) among the Jew’s, 96, 604. 

War (Jewish) whence begun, 463, 4G4, 465, 469, 470 

Water of Bethlehem, offered to God by David, 157. 

Witch or necromantic woman, of Endor, comforts 
Saul, 337: her eulogium, ibid. 

Women’s power, 22J; their cunning in preventing ac¬ 
cusations, 45; their dress forbidden men, 96; foreign 
women not to be meddled with by Jews, 244: when 
divorced cannot marry another without their former 
husband’s consent, 94; Persian women, or wives, not 
to be seen by strangers, 228; not allow ed to be wit 
nesses, 92. 


Xanthieus, the Syro-Macedonian name of the Jewish 
month Nisan, 28: and so elsewhere. 

Xerxes succeeds Darius, 224; his letter to Ezra, 225. 
Xylophory, a Jewish festival, w’hen they carried wood 
to the temple for the sacrifices, 470. 


Year, tw r o beginnings of Jewish years,28. 

Year. (Great,) a period of six hundred common years, 
29. 


Z. 

Zabdiel, a prince of the Arabians, 261. 

Zabidus an Idumean,599. 

Zachariah, king of Israel, 199. 

Zachariah, son of Jehoiada, a prophet, is stoned, 197. 
Zacharias, son of Baruch, 511; he is murdered ill the 
temple, 512. 

Zacharias, son of Phalek, 507. 

Zadoc, or Sadoc, high priest, 3 42, 346,153,156, 160, 163 
Zalmunna, captain of the Midianites, 110. 

Zamaris, a Babylonian Jew, 343. 

Zarephoth, or Sarepta, the widow’s habitation, whose 
meal and oil was multiplied on account of Elijah, 181. 
Zealots, 505, 506, 510,572. 

Zeb, or Zeeb, captain of the Midianites, 110. 

Zechariah the prophet, 223. 

Zechariah, son of Ahnz, is slain hy Amaziah, 203. 
Zcdekiah, a false prophet, 186; persuades Ahab not to 
hearken to Micaiah, strikes Micaiah, and has his 
judgment pronounced, itiid. 

Zedekial), king of Judah, 209; he revolts from the Baby¬ 
lonians, ibid; calls for Jeremiah’s advice, ibid; he is car¬ 
ried captive to Babylon, 211; his death, ibid. 

Zebin3, (Alexander,) king of Syria, is conquered by 
Antioehus Grypus, and dies, 269. 

ZebuUll. 

Zeno, styled Cotylas, tyrant of Philadelphia, 267. 
Zenodorus, 319,336; his death, 320. 

Zerah, an Ethiopian king, ISO; defeated by Asa, ibid. 
Ziba, Saul’s freed-man, 146; accuses Mephibosheth, 151. 
Zimri, prince of the Simeonites, 87; his speech against 
Moses, 88; is slain by Fhineaa the priest, and the 
plague stayed thereby, ibid, 

Zimri kills Elah, 181; his death, ibid 
Zipporah, Moses’s wife, 65, 

Zizon, an Arabian, 275. 

Zoilus, a tyrant, 272 
Zorobabel, 220,221, 222. 

Zur, king of the Midianites, 88, 
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TABLES. 


TABLE I. 

COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE LIVES OF TIIE PATRIARCHS, 


FROM ADAM TO THE DELUGE. — ACCORDING TO THE HEBREW COMPUTATION. 

A.M. 

B.C. 


1 

4004 

A DAM created in the first year of the World; died A.M. 930. 

130 

3874 

130^. .Seth born A.M. 130; died in 1042. 

235 

3769 

235 §-..105 Cc.. Enos born A. M. 235; died in 1140. 

325 2 ..195 •£.. 90 ^..CaiN'AN born A. M. 325; died in 1235. 

325 

3679 

395 

3609 

395ST..265 £...160§ .. 70 O..Maiialalell born A.M. 395; died in 1290. 

460 

3544 

460^ ..330 £‘..225 ** ..135 2... 65 JU.Jared born A. M. 460; died in 1422 

622 

3382 

622 J.-492 §-..387 j?..297 ! ..227 = ..162 £.. Enoch born A. M. 622: translated 987. 

687 

3317 

687 g..557 2-452 £,..362 £-292§-227 2- 65 Methuselah born 687; died 1656. 

874 

3130 

874<«..744 *°..639 o..549^.479 =,..414 ^..252^..187 ^..Lamech born A. M. 874; 

930 

3074 

930 3 -800^ ..695 £-605 £...535 £..470 £:..308^ ..243 a.. 56 h- [died in 165L 

987 

3017 

.2 ..857 ® ..752« ..662 co-592 ^..527 £..365 » -300 sf-l 13 § .. 

1042 

2962 

.:....912 ? ,.807 a -717 o-647 £-582 £. * ..355 S$ -168 |.. 

1056 

2948 

. 821 2-731^.-661 »-..596g.369 £-182 sx-Noah horn 1056; died 

1140 

2864 

.905 -815 = ..745 g.,680*..453 £.-266 ^.. 84 [2006. He lived 

1235 

2769 

.910 ? -840 °\.775 £.548 5 -361 § ..179 [950 7y«a«. 

1290 

2714 

.895^ ..830 2.603 £-.416 5-234 

1422 

2582 

. ^ -962 * .735^-548^-366 

1558 

2446 


1651 

2353 


1656 

1656 

2348 

2348 

.969 2 .3..600..98 

.THE DELUGE. S 4 




TABLE II. 









CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE, FROM THE 

CREATION TO THE BIRTH 

OF OUR ; 

LORD. 



USHER, (follow- 

JOSEPHUS. 

PEZRON, (follow- 



ing 

the 

Hebrew.) 





ingthe Septuagint.) 



1. 

2 

1 3 ‘ 

4. 

1. 

o. 

| 3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

According to the Supputations of 




-w— 



— 







three celebrated Writers. 

5- 

n 

o KJ 

\fx 

** *< 
•—I r+ 

o' C 

S- 

o K 

? k: 
« o 

B- . 

o < 
_, n 

£ 

o 

? *< 
o « 

o >< 

l-H ff 



<, 2 

2p 

5 “ 

S B 

<2 



s » 


-I- o 

B 

3“ 

3 V 



2 2 

o 2 
8.2. 

If 

a & 

< 2 

o n 

cZ ~ 

O o 
c_ 

? cr 
—• o 

§ o 

B 

£ 

o o 
a. 

^ cr 
-• o 

3 o 

B ^ 

1. 

The Creation,.. . , 

0 


4004 


0 


4658 


1 


5873 


2. 

The Deluge,. 

1656 


2348 

1656 

1556 


3102 

1556 ( 

2256 


3617 

2256 

3. 

The Vocation of Abraham, . . 

2083 

427 

1921 

427 

2523 

967 

2135 

967 

3513 

1257 

2360 

1257 

4. 

The Exodus of Israel,. 

2513 

857 

1491 

430 

2953 

1397 

1705 

430 

3943 

1687 

1930 

430 


The Death of Moses,. 

2553 




2993 








5. 

The Foundation of the Temple, 

2992 

1336 

1012 

479 

3545 

1989 

1113 

592 

4816 

2560 

1057 

873 


Captivity,.. . 

3397,1741 

607 





. . | 

5268 3012 

605 

452 

6. 

The Temple burned. 

3416 1760 

538 

424 

4015 

2459 

643 

470 

5287 3031 

586 

19 


The 1st Edict, by Cyrus, . . . 

3468 




4085 

# , 


70 

5337 3081 

536 

69 


The 2d Ed. by Darius Hystaspis, 

3486| 



70 





5351 3095 

520 

14 

7. 

The Nativity of our Lord, . . . 

4004 

2348 

* *0 

588 

4658 

3102 

0 

643 

| 

5873 

3617 

1 

522 


Total number of Years, . . . 

I 



4004 




4658 j 

..1 

..1 


5873 


THE END. 
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